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PBOCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


AT  THB  FIR9T  SESSION  OF  THE  NINTH   CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CTTY  OP 

WASHINOTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  3,  ISOt. 


Monday,  DocemlMi  2,  1806. 

The  Gni  EessioD  of  the  Ninth  Congmi,  con- 

formably  to  the  Goastitution  of  the  Uniled  States, 

commeDced  this  day,  at  the  City  of  Washiagton, 

and  the  Senate  assembled. 

PRESENT : 

WiLLiui  Plumbs  vtd  Nioboub  Oilham,  from 
New  Uampihire. 

JOBN  QfllNDY  AdaM0  UHd  TmOTHT  FlCKIR- 

ufo,  from  Massac  base  Iti.  ' 

James  Hillhodsb,  and  Ubiah  Tract,  from 
Coaoccuont. 

Jambs  FaKiiEii,  f>om  Rhode  laland. 

Stbphex  R.  Bradlbt  and  Isradl  Smith,  from 
Vermont. 

Samcbl  L.  Hitcbill,  from  New  Toil. 

JoBH  CoKiiiT  and  Aaboh  Kitcbel,  from  New 
Jersey. 

GBoaai  LooAK  and  Samuel  Maolat,  from 
Pennsylranta. 

Samobl  White,  from  Delaware. 

Samuel  Smith,  from  Maryland. 

Datid  Stone,  from  North  Carolina. 

Thomas  Sumter  and  John  Oaillabd,  from 
South  Carolina. 

Abraham  Baldwin,  from  Georgia. 

Datio  Smtth,  from  Tennessee. 

TsOHAB  WoBTBiHGTDH,  from  Ohio. 

Tiie  Vios  Pbgbident  being  absent,  the  Benaie 
proceeded  to  the  eleciion  of  a  President  pro  tem., 
Bs  the  Coastitulion  prorides,  and  the  hoaorable 
Sahuxl  Shitb  was  appointed. 

The  credentials  of  the  foliowitig  SenBton  were 
nttd,  viz: 

Of  Abbabam  Baldwin,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Leeislatnre  of  the  Stair  of  Oeorgis,  for 
the  Mrm  oi  six  TearB,  from  the  3d  day  of  March 
laM ;  of  Jameb  A.  Batard,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  Ae  Lepislaiure  of  the  Slate  oi  Delaware,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  from  the  3d  day  of  March 
last;of  Jaubb  Fenneh,  appointeJ  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislnture  of  the  Suce  of  Rhode  Island,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  from  the  3d  day  of  March 
last ;  of  NicBOLAB  Oilman,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  SlUe  of  New  Hftmp- 
ihite,  for  the  term  of  ail  year*,  from  the  3d  day 


of  March  last;  of  Aaron  Kitcbel,  appointed  t 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  to  aerre  daring  the  term  limited  by  the 
Constilutioni  of  Timothy  Pioxbrinq,  appointed 
a  Senator  b^  the  Legislature  of  the  Sute  of  Mas- 
aaehasetts,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  to  commeDce 
on  the  4lh  day  of  March  last;  of  Dakiel  Smith, 
appoiated  a  Senator  hv  the  Leffislatare  of  th« 
State  of  Tennessee,  for  tne  term  of  six  years,  ftom 
the  3d  of  March  last;  and  of  BncKDEB  Tbbdb- 
ton,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  LegisUtare  of 
the  State  of  Kentucky. 

The  oath  was  administered  by  the  President  to 
the  foUowing  SeDalom,  as  the  law  presciibea: 
Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Fenner,  Mr.  Gilhan,  lib, 
Kitcbel,  Mr.  PicKBRiiia,andMr.  Smitb,  of  Ten- 
nessM;  also,  to  Mr.  Svmteb,  appointed  a  Senc- 
tor  by  the  Legiilature  of  the  Stale  of  South  Car- 
oliaa,  for  the  term  ol  six  years,  commencing  on 
the  4ih  dav  of  March  last. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Slates,  and  aeqnaint  him  that 
a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  aasemMed,  and  that,  m 
the  absence  of  the  Vice  President,  they  hkTe 
elected  the  honorable  Samdbl  Shitb  Preaident 


of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  make  i 


liked 


com- 
manicatioB  to  the  House  of  RspresentatiTes. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  SDHTERaud  Mitchill 
he  a  committee,  on  the  part  at  the  Senate,  with 
Buch  committee  as  the  House  of  Rep resen tali rea 
may  appoint  on  Iheir  part,  to  wait  on  the  Fre*^ 
dent  of  the  United  Slates  and  notify  him  that  • 
quorumof  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  asd  ready 
to  receive  any  commuQication  that  he  nuy  be 
pleased  to  make  to  them. 

Jiesolrxd,  Tttat  each  Senator  be  anpi^ied  daf> 
ing  the  present  Eession  with  three  snch  newaptt- 
p«is,  priuied  in  any  of.ihe  States,  bb  he  may  choosy 
provided  that  ttte  same  be  famished  at  the  tuoal 
rate  for  the  annual  charge  of  such  papers. 

JUaolved,  That  Jameb  Matbbhb,  Bergeant-at- 
Arma  and  Doorhenwr  to  the  Senate,  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  aothorited  to  employ  one  assistant  itnd 
two  horMs,  for  the  purpose  of  performing  inch 
serrices  as  are  mnally  required  by  the  Doorieeper 
to  the  Senate;  and  that  the  sun  of  tw«nty-«igltt 
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dollaiB  be  allowed  him  weekly  for  tbac  purpose 
duTiDg  ibe  session,  and  for  twenty  days  afiet. 

Jiegotved,  That  two  CbapUins,  of  different  de- 
noroinations,  be  appointed  to  Congress,  for  the 
present  session,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall  in- 
terchange weekly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  cod- 
enrrecce  of  ihe  House  of  Representaiires  id  this 
letolntioD. 

Tdesday,  December  3. 

Joseph  Anuehbon,  from  the  Stale  of  Tennes- 
Me;  BDCKHEnTHHCSTOR.fromlhe  State  of  Ken- 
tucky ;  and  Robert  WniasT,  from  the  Slate  of 
Maryland,  attended. 

A  messt^e  from  the  House  of  Repres 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  is  assembfed,  and  have  appoint- 
ed Hathahiel  Macon,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Repre- 
•entatives  for  North  Carolina,  their  Speaker,  and 
ftre  ready  to  proceed  to  business.  Tbe  House  of 
BepresentaikTes  have  appointed  a  committee 
their  pari,  jointly,  with  tne  committee  appointed 
OS  Ihe  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  iha  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates,  and  notify  him  that  a 
quorum  oflbc  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready 
to  receive  any  commuaications  that  he  may  be 
pleased  to  make  lo  them.  The  House  of  Repre- 
■entatifes  agree  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
for  Ibe  Bppoiniment  of  two  Chaplains. 

Mr.  Sumter  reported,  from  the  committee    . 

Kinted  yesterday  to  wait  on  tbe  President  of  the 
lited  Slates,  that  they  bad  performed  the  set- 
Tice,  and  that  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States 
informed  (he  committee  that  he  would  make  his 
communications  to  lb»  two  Houses  at  twelve 
o^clock  this  day. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered 
to  Mr.  TnRoaTON. 

The  following  Measage  was  received  from  the 
Pbesident  of  the  United  States  : 
To  tht  Senate  and  Hoitte  of  Sepraentattee* 

of  tht  Vniltd  Sbdet  of  Amtnta  .■ 

At  ■  moment  whan  the  nations  of  Europe  are  in 
eommotion,  and  armiiig  sgiintt  each  other,  and  when 
Ihoae  with  vhom  we  hsre  principal  intveoune  are  en- 
gaged in  the  general  contest,  and  when  the  coun- 
tenance of  lOmB  of  Ihem  towards  eur  peaceable 
counti;  threatens  that  even  that  ma;  not  be  unaf- 
fccted  by  what  is  passing  on  the  general  theatre,  a 
neetiug  of  the  Rcprtsentatives  of  the  nation  in  both 
Honaes  of  Congress  hM  beeome  more  than  usnallj  de- 
nrable.  Coming  from  everj  section  of  our  country 
they  bring  with  them  the  lentiments  and  the  informa- 
tion of  the  whole,  and  will  be  enabled  to  give  a  direc- 
tion to  the  public  ei&ir*,  which  the  will  and  the  wis- 
dom of  tbe  whole  will  sppma  and  support. 

In  taking  a  view  of  tbs  state  of  our  country,  we,  in 
the  first  pUee,  notiize  the  late  afllictiDn  of  two  of  oni 
citiee  under  the  &tel  Caver  whii^,  in  latter  Umes,  has 
oeeadonally  visited  our  shores.  Froviden 
geoJneas,  gave  it  an  early  terminstioD  on  thi 
and  leesened  Ihe  nnmbei  of  victims  which  have  usually 
frDen  before  it.  In  the  course  of  the  sevenl  viaitatioiu 
bj  this  disease,  it  has  appeared  that  it  is  strictly  local, 
incident  to  ciliea  and  on  the  tide  water*  only,  incom- 


municable in  the  country,  either  by  persons  under  tha 
»,  or  by  gooda  carried  from  diseased  places  ;  that 
cess  is  vrith  tbe  autumn,  and  it  diaapMan  with. 
the  early  frosts.  These  restrictions,  withm  narrow 
limits  of  time  and  space,  give  security  even  lo  our  mar- 
itime cities  during  three-fourths  gf  the  year,  and  to  tbe 
coontiy  always.  Although  from  these  facts  it  appears 
unnecessary,  yet  to  Batisl;  the  fears  of  foreign  natioDa, 
and  cautions  on  their  part,  not  to  be  complained  of  in 
danger  whose  limits  are  yet  unknown  to  them,  I 
have  strictly  enjeined  on  tbe  offioera  at  the  bead  of  tbe 
customs  to  certify,  with  exact  truth,  for  every  vessel 
sailing  for  a  foreign  port,  tbe  state  of  health  respecting 
'  fever  which  prevails  at  the  pUee  from  whi<^  sba 
I.  Under  every  motive  from  charscter  and  duty  to 
certify  the  tmth,  I  have  no  doubt  they  have  bitbfitlly 
executed  this  injunction,  Much  real  injur;  has,  how- 
ever, been  sustained  from  a  propensity  to  identify  witb 
this  endemic,  and  to  call  by  the  same  name,  fevers  of 
very  different  kinds,  whidi  have  been  known  at  all 
tima  and  in  all  countries,  and  never  have  been  placed 
among  those  deemed  eontagioua.  As  we  advance  in 
our  knowledge  of  this  disease,  as  facts  develop  the 
source  from  which  individuals  receive  it,  tbe  State  au< 
thorities  charged  witb  tbe  care  of  the  public  health,  and 
Congress  wi^  that  of  the  general  commerce,  will  be- 
came able  to  regulate  with  effect  their  respective  func- 
tions in  these  depsrtments.  The  burden  of  quaran- 
tines is  felt  at  home  as  well  as  abroad ;  tbeir  efGcacy 
merits  examination.  Although  the  health  laws  of  the 
States  should  be  found  to  need  no  present  reviaal  by 
Congress,  yet  commerce  claims  that  their  aC 


relations  has  considerably  change 
been  infested,  and  our  harbora  watched,  by  private 
armed  vessels,  some  of  them  without  commianone, 
some  with  illegal  commissions,  others  with  those  of 
legal  form,  but  committing  piratical  acts  beyond  the 
authority  of  their  commissions.  They  have  eapUuw 
ed,  in  the  very  entrance  of  our  harbors,  as  well  as 
on  the  high  seas,  not  only  the  vessels  of  our  friends 
coming  to  trade  witb  Qs,  but  our  own  slso.  They 
have  carried  them  off  under  pretence  of  legal  adjudica- 
tion ;  but,  not  daring  to  approach  a  court  of  justice, 
they  have  plundered  and  sunk  them  by  tho  way,  at  irt 
(rtiscure  places,  where  no  eridence  could  arise  against 
them  I  maltreated  the  crews,  and  abandoned  Ihem  in 
boats  in  the  open  sea,  or  on  desert  shores,  vritbont  food 
or  covering.  These  enormities  appearing  to  be  un- 
reached  by  any  control  of  their  Sovereigns,  I  found  it 
necessary  to  equip  a  force  to  cruise  within  our  own 
seas,  to  arrest  sU  vessels  of  these  descriptions  found 
hovering  on  oar  coasts,  within  the  limita  of  tbe  Gulf 
Stream,  and  to  bring  tbe  offenders  in  for  trial  as  pi- 

Tbe  same  system  of  hovering  on  our  coasts  snd  har- 
bora, under  color  of  seeking  enemies,  has  been  also 
carried  on  by  public  armed  ships,  to  tbe  great  annoy- 
ance and  oppression  of  uur  commerce.  New  princi- 
ples, too,  have  been  interpolatod  into  the  law  of  na- 
tions, founded  neither  in  Justice  nor  the  nsege  or  ao. 
knowledgment  of  nations.  According  to  these,  a  bel- 
ligerent takes  to  itself  a  commerce  with  its  own 
enemy  which  it  denies  to  a  neutral,  on  tho  ground  of 
its  aiding  that  enemy  in  tbe  war.  But  reason  revolts 
at  such  an  ineonststency,  and  the  neutral,  having  equal 
right  with  the  belli^eient  to  decide  the  question,  the 
interests  of  our  constituents,  and  the  duty  ofmaintain- 
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ing  tbs  BiitluiTitj  of  naaon,  the  only  umpire  between 
put  nitiom,  impoaa  on  as  the  obligation  of  pioTiding 
■n  efiactUBl  (sd  delennioed  oppoaitioD  to  •  doctrine  k> 
injurioni  to  tlie  rights  of  peaceable  nationa.  Indeed, 
the  confidence  we  ought  to  have  in  th«  jnitiee  of  othera 
still  coon  lenance*  the  hope  that  ■  aonnderTiewof  thoae 
rigbta  will,  of  itKlf,  indace  from  every  beUigerent  a 
more  eoneet  obaeirance  of  them. 

With  Spain,  our  Degotialiona  for  a  Bettlement  of  dif- 
ferencea  bare  not  hod  a  aatiafactory  iasue.  Bpoliationi 
during  a  former  wai,  foi  which  ihe  had  formally 
aduowledged  herself  reaponeible,  have  been  refused 
to  be  compeniated  but  an  eonditionu  affecting  other 
claims  in  nowise  connectad  with  them.  Yet  the  same 
praettcea  are  renewed  in  the  pieaent  war,  and  are  al- 
TOMly  of  great  amount.  On  the  Mobile,  our  commerce 
pwemg  through  that  river  continuea  to  be  obitracted 
by  arbitraty  duties  snd  veiatiouB  aeaichea.  Propoai- 
tiona  for  adjusting  amicably  the  boundaries  of  Louiai- 
>na  have  not  been  acceded  to.  While,  however,  the 
right  ia  unsettled,  we  have  avoided  changing  the  state 
of  things  by  taking  new  poets,  or  strengthening  our- 
selves in  the  disputed  territories,  in  the  hope  that  the 
other  Power  would  not,  by  a  contrsiy  conduct,  oblige 
us  to  meet  their  example,  and  endanger  conflicts  of  au- 
thority the  iMUe  of  which  may  not  be  easily  controlled. 
But  in  this  hope  we  have  now  lesson  to  lessen  our  con- 
fidence. Inroads  have  b«en  tecentlif  made  into  tile 
territMles  of  Orleans  and  Misatasippi,  our  citizens  have 
been  aeiied  *nii  their  property  plundered  in  the  very 
parts  of  the  former  which  had  been  aclnally  delivered 
op  by  Spain,  and  this  by  the  regular  officers  and  sol- 
dier* of  that  Oovemment.  I  have,  therefore,  found  it 
ueeBBsaiy,  at  length,  to  give  orders  to  our  troops  on 
that  frontier  to  be  in  readiness  to  protect  out  oitnens, 
•nd  to  repel  hj  arms  any  nfnilar  aggressioiia  in  future. 
Other  details,  necessary  for  your  full  information  of  the 
state  of  things  between  this  country  and  that,  shall  be 
the  subject  of  another  communication.  In  reviewing 
these  injuries  from  some  of  the  belligerent  Powen,  the 
modera^oD,  the  firmness,  and  the  wisdom,  of  the  Le- 
gislature will  all  be  called  into  action.  We  ought 
(till  to  hope  that  time  and  a  more  oorrent  estimate  of 
interest,  as  well  as  of  charxcter,  will  produce  the  jn»- 
Um  we  are  bound  to  eipecC  But  should  any  nation 
deceive  itself  by  blse  calculations,  and  disappoint'  that 
expectation,  we  must  join  in  the  nnprofitable  contest 
of  trying  which  party  can  do  iht  other  the  most  bairn. 
Some  of  these  injurie8may,peThapa,adiait  a  peaceable 
remedy.  Where  that  is  competent  it  is  always  the 
most  desirable.  But  some  of  them  are  of  a  nature  to 
be  met  by  force  only,  and  all  of  them  may  lead  to  it. 
I  cannot,  therefore,  but  recommend  such  preparations 
as  circumstances  call  for.  The  first  object  is  to  place 
our  seaport  towns  out  of  the  danger  of  insult.  Mesa- 
ures  have  already  been  taken  for  furnishing  tbem  with 
heavy  cannon  for  the  service  of  such  land  batteries 
■■  may  make  a  part  of  their  defence  against  armed 
vessels  approadiing  them.  In  aid  of  these,  it  is  desira- 
hla  we  ahonld  have  a  oompetent  number  of  gunboats, 
and  the  nnmber  to  be  competent  most  be  considerable. 
Ifimmedialely  begun,  they  may  iw  in  readineaa for  service 
at  the  opening  of  the  next  season.  Whether  it  will  be 
necessary  to  augment  our  land  forces  will  be  decided 
by  occurrences  probably  in  tlie  course  of  your  set 
In  the  mean  lime,  you  will  consider  whether  it  would 
not  be  Bipedient,  for  a  slate  of  peace  as  well  as  of 
so  to  organize  or  class  the  militia  aa  would  enable  na, 
on  any  sudden  emergency,  to  call  for  the  aeivices  of  the 


younger  portiona,  mieneaabeted  vritb  the  old  artd  AeiM 
having  families.  Upwanla  of  three  hundred  thonsand 
able  bodied  men,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
twenty-di  years,  which  the  last  census  shows  we  may 
now  count  within  oqt  limits,  will  furnish  a  competent 
nutaber  for  oflence  or  defence,  in  any  point  where  they 
may  be  wanted,  and  will  give  time  for  raising  regnlar 
forces  after  the  necessity  of  them  shall  become  certain; 
and  the  reducing  to  the  early  period  of  lifo  all  its  active 
service  cannot  but  be  desirable  to  oar  younger  dtiieiu, 

the  present  as  well  as  ftatnri)  limes,  inasmuch  as  M 
engages  to  diem  in  more  advanced  age  a  qaiel  and 
undisturbed  repose  iu  the  boeom  of  thair  &milies.  -I 
cannot,  then,  but  earnestly  recommend  to  your  eai^ 
consideration  the  expediency  of  so  modifying  our  militm, 
ijatem  as,  by  a  separation  of  the  more  active  part  &Qn 
that  which  is  less  so,  ne  may  draw  from  it,  when  □•- 
cessary,  an  efficient  corps,  fit  for  real  and  active  servioa, 

id  lo  be  called  to  it  in  regolar  rotation. 

Considerable  provision  has  been  made,  Qnder  bnnMr 
anthohties  from  Congress,  of  materials  lor  the  eoor 
struction  of  ships  of  war  of  seventy-four  guna.  These 
materials  are  on  hand,  subject  to  the  farther  will  of  Ihe 
Legialatare. 

An  immediato  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  an- 
munition  is  also  submitted  to  your  determination. 

Taming  finm  these  nn{deaaant  views  of  violence  anl 
wrong,  I  eongntnlate  yon  on  the  liberation  of  oui 
frilow-eitizens  who  were  stranded  on  the  coast  o( 
Tripoli  and  made  prisoners  of  war.  In  a  Government 
bottomed  on  the  will  oT  all,  the  lifo  end  liberty  of  every 
individual  eitizen  become  intereating  to  all.  In  tlw 
treaty,  tberefora,  which  has  conelnded  our  warhre  wiA 
that  State,  an  article  for  Hxt  nusom  of  our  cltiz«n)  haa 
been  agreed  to.  An  operation  by  land,  by  a  small 
band  of  onr  countrymen,  and  others  engaged  for  the 
oc«uion,  in  conjunction  with  the  troops  of  the  ex- 
bashaw  <^  that  country,  gallantly  eondncted  by  onr  late 
Consul  Eaton,  and  their  succeesfal  enterpriseon  the  ei^ 
of  Deme,  contributed,  doubtless, to  the  imprsssion  whitn 
produced  peace ;  and  the  conclDsion  of  this,  prevented 
oppottunitiea  of  which  the  officers  and  men  of  oat 
squadron,  destined  for  Trip<rii,  would  have  availed 
themselves  to  emulate  the  acts  of  valor  exhibited  by 
their  brethren  in  the  attack  of  the  last  year.  Redect- 
iug  with  high  aatisfaction  on  the  dtatinguished  bravery 
displayed,  whenever  occasions  permitted,  in  the.  late 
Meditananean  service,  I  think  it  wonld  be  an  usefol 
eneonragement  as  well  aaajust  reward,  to  make  an 
opening  for  some  fnaant  promotion,  by  enlarging  onr 
peace  eslaUiidimentof  eaptain*  and  lUulenants. 

With  Tunis  some  muranderstaBdlngs  have  ariwn, 
not  yet  sufficieatly  explained,  but  friendly  diseoawnM 
with  their  Ambasndor,  recently  arrived,  and  a  mutual 
disposition  to  do  whatever  is  just  and  reaaonsjjle,  catt- 
not  fail  of  diaaipating  these.  So  that  we  may  consider 
our  peace  on  that  coast,  generally,  to  be  on  a*  sound  a 
footing  as  it  has  been  at  any  preceding  time.  Still  it 
will  not  be  expedient  to  withdraw,  immediately,  the 
vrhota  of  our  force  from  that  sea. 

The  law  providing  for  a  Naval  Peace  EstablishmaDt 
Gzes  the  number  of  frigates  which  Aall  be  kept  in 
constant  service  in  time  of  peace,  and  prescribes  that 
they  shall  be  manned  by  not  more  than  two-thirds  of 
their  complement  of  seamen  and  ordinary  seamen. 
Whether  a  frigate  may  be  trusted  to  two-thirds  only 
of  her  proper  complement  of  men,  must  depend  on  tlta 
nature  of  the  service  on  which  she  is  ordered.  That 
piay  aometimea  for  her  safoty,  as  well  as  to  insnie  hm 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


16 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


16 


Bbkatb. 


Dbcthmk,  1805. 


•bject,  reqniie  her  fiilleit  complement.  In  •dvecting 
to  tliu  eul^eci,  Congim  will,  perbaps,  coaauler  whe- 
tkar  (ha  beat  limitation  on  tlM  Eiecutive  diacMtion  in 
tlil«  ewe,  irould  not  b«  b j  the  numbei  of  Komen  nhJEli 
Blay  b«  eniplojed  in  the  nhole  service,  rather  tlian  b; 
tbe  number  of  *eaaela.  Occarione  oOenei  ariw  for  the 
ttnplojment  of  imall  tban  oT  large  veanla,  and  it  would 
laneti  liak  ai  well  •■  eipenee,  to  be  authoriiod  to  em- 
ploy ttwm  of  plt&?si>ce.  The  limitation  euggeited  by 
tlw  namber  iif  ■nainnii  irniilil  admit  a  tekcliaii  »F  vm- 
Mb  beat  adapted  to  tbe  aervioe. 

Osr  Indian  aei|^ben  are  adTaiMtng,  manj  of  tbem, 
wilb  mint,  and  otium  beginnbq:  to  engiga  in  the  par- 
■Bite  ^agrieultiin  and  hoBBeholdmaDo&ctue.  Tb&j 
«»  bneoMinf  atoable  Aat  the  earth  jielda  aabafalaaoe 
irith  kaa  lAtn  and  nwia  certainV,  thas  the  Ibreat, 
-wd  find  it  tMr  iBtanst,  &om  lime  to  timB,  to  dispoae 
•f  parta  of  thNriuplua  and  waste  landa  for  the  meane 
of  imptoring  thoae  the;  oecopy,  and  af  lubeisting  their 
AMllias  wUle  they  ara  preparing  their  farms.  Since 
.jioar  last  eeaaion,  the  northern  tribes  have  sold  to  lu 
Ike  landa  between  tlte  Connectieut  Boaene  and  tbe 
fptmer  Indian  bonndaiy,  and  thoae  on  the  Ohio,  Irom 
the  same  boundary  to  ibt  Rapids,  and  for  a  oooaideTa- 
Me  depth  inland.  Tbe  Chiokaaawe  and  Cbetokees 
bare  aoU  a*  tbe  countiy  between  and  adjacent  to  the 
two  distticts  of  Tennessee,  end  the  Creeks  the  rewduo 
imT  their  lands. in  the  fork  of  Ocanlgee,  op  to  the  Ulco- 
fcnfaalche.  ^1m  three  former  pnr^aaes  are  important, 
JMemBch  as  they  consolidate  disjoined  parts  of  onr 
•ettled  ciNuitiy,  and  render  their  inleroourse  soeure; 
nd  the  second  partieiilarly  se,  aa,  with  the  snail  point 
4M  the  river,  wluch  we  expect  ia  by  this  time  ceded  by 
the  Piankeahawa,  it  comideles  out  possession  of  the 
Wkole  of  both  banks  of  the  Ohio,  from  its  source  to 
sear  its  roontb,  and  tbe  naiigaliai  of  that  ri*er  is 
4hereby  rendered  foreTer  safe  to  our  citicens  settled  and 
•ettling  on  its  eltSBsiTe  waMia.  The  pnrchase  from 
the  CmAb  too  has  been  for  sone  time  particntaily  in- 
tsieating  to  tbe  State  of  Georgia. 

Tbe  seieral  treaties  which  have  been  mentioned  will 
be  Bubmitled  to  both  Houses  of  Congreea  for  tbe  exer- 
cise of  their  respectiTo  faoclions. 

DeputatioDS,  now  on  their  way  to  the  seat  of  Got- 
-Mnmenl,  fraro  varioas  nslions  of  Indiaiu  inhabiting 
ths  MisKnui  sndotfaerparte  beyond  the  Mississippi, come 
'chmrgad  witii  aasnraaoesof  their  satisfaction  with  the  now 
nlB^ena  in  irttieh  they  are  placed  with  us,  of  their  dispa- 
■itioMs  to  enlimte  onr  psace  andlrienddiip,  and  their  de- 
cile 16  enter  into  comiMMMl  intercourse  with  na.  A  stale 


«mintiy,  and  «f  tbe  infininatiou  leapeetiBg  them  hith- 
erto obtained,  will  be  eommtinicaled  ao  aoon  as  we  Aall 
reodve  srane  farther  nlationB  which  we  have  reaMm 

-dtortly  to  eipecL 

The  recepts  at  the  Treasury  during  the  year  ending 
cm  the  nnh  day  of  September  last,  have  exceeded  the 
■nm  of  thirteen  milliona  of  dollars,  which,  with  not 

r'te  five  millions  in  (he  Treasury  at  the  beginning  of 
year,  have  enabled  us,  after  meeting  otber  deminda, 
to  pay  neariy  two  m  Jlions  of  tbe  debt  contracted  under 
tile  British  treaty  and  conientian,  upwards  of  four 
nillioas  of  principal  of  tbe  puUie  debt,  and  four  mil- 
BoBa  of  inleresL  These  payments,  with  those  which 
had  been  made  in  three  years  and  an  half  preceding, 
have  eilinguiidied  of  the  funded  debt  neaiiy  eighteen 
nillions  of  principal. 

CongresB,  by  their  s^  at  November  10,  1808,  au- 
^oriced  ui  to  borrow  Cl,76ft,000,  towsrds  meeting  the 


IS  of  our  citiiens,  assumed  by  Ab  cmmntioa  wiA 
ce.  We  have  not,  however,  made  naa  irf'  iMs  an- 
thority ;  because,  the  ana  of  four  milliona  and  an  lialf, 
which  remained  in  the  Treasuy  on  the  asme  BOthday 
of  Beptembcr  last,  with  the  reonpts  which  we  may  cal- 
culate on  for  tbe  eoBiiing  year,  bondas  paying  the  ai»- 
nual  sum  of  eight  miliiens  of  dollan,  ai^trofKistod  to 
the  funded  d(d>t,  and  naetinc  aU  Ibe  coriMit  ileniaaili 
which  may  be  expected,  mil  enable  u  la  pey  tbe 
whole  sum  of  three  tuiUiona  seven  hundred  and  &Rj 
thousand  doflers,  assumed  Inr  the  French  eonvention, 
and  still  leave  da  a  suipliis  u  nearly  a  million  of  deyan 
ir  free  disposal.  Should  you  ooncur  in  tbe  previa- 
of  onns  and  aimed  veaaels,  recommended  by  the 
circumstances  of  the  timeS)  this  surplus  will  fiunish  llw 
means  of  doing  so. 

On  the  Gist  occasion  of  addreaaiag  Congress,  since, 
by  the  choice  of  my  constituents,  I  have  entered  on  s 
second  term  of  admin iatratiim,  I  embrace  the  opportu- 
nity to  give  this  public  sssurance,  that  I  will  exert  my 
best  endeavors  to  administer  faitbiuily  Iho  Eietnitive 
Bepartment,  and  will  leelonaly  co-operate  with  you  in 
eveiy  measure  which  may  lend  to  secure  the  liberty, 
property,  and  personal  nfety,  of  our  fellow-dtizeiia, 
and  to  consolidate  the  republican  forms  and  piinciplos 
of  our  Government. 

In  the  conrae  of  your  session,  you  shall  receive  all 
the  aid  which  I  can  give,  for  the  despatch  of  public 
business,  and  all  the  information  necessary  for  your 
detiberations,  of  which  the  interests  of  our  own  country, 
and  the  confidence  repoaed  in  us  by  others,  will  admit 
a  communication.  TU.  JEFFERSON. 

DicsBssaS,  leos. 

The  Message  wu  read  and  tbiee  hundred  copiaa 
thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  uw  of  the 


WGDN£ei>i.Y,  I>ecembei  4. 

On  moticuB  that  it  be 

Raohtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  etam- 
ine  tbe  act,  entitled  "An  act,  to  ensUe  the  pe<^e  of 
the  eastern  dinaion  of  the  Tarrilecy  Northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  to  fonn  a  oenstitnlion  and  Stale  govem- 
meal,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  Btste  into  Ae 
Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  Btates, 
and  for  other  psiposss;"  and  that  thiy  have  leave  to 
report,  by  bill  or  othetwiae,  the  manner,  in  their  opin- 
ion, tbe  money  appropriated  1^  tbe  said  ad,  ought  to 
be  applied : 

It  was  agreed  that  this  motion  lie  for  consiJer- 


A  message  from  the  House  of  Repre,  . ...  _  __ 
informed  the  Seoate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entiiied  "Ad  act  making  an  addiiionat  ap- 
propriation for  the  Naval  service,  during  the 
year  one  ihousaod  eight  hundred  and  five,"  in 
which  thev  desire  the  coacurieoce  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  and  ordered  to  tbe  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  prooeeded  to  tbe  ele«iion  of  a 
Chaplain,  on  their  part,  in  pursuanoe  of  the  reao- 
lutiun  of  the  two  Houses,  and  the  batlota  being 
collecied,  were,  for  Doctor  Oaittt,  15;  Bishop 
Clagoett,  5;  Mr.  McCornice,  2.  So  the  Rer- 
erend  Doctor  Gantt  was  elected  a  Chaplain  to 
Congress,  on  (he  part  of  the  Senate,  during  the 
preaeni  session. 
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TosavAT,  Dceenber  5. 

Bbhjahin  HoWLiirD,  from  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  n Headed. 

The  bill,  eatilled  "  Ad  act  making  bd  additional 
appropriatioD  for  Ibe  Naral  service  dorinz  the 
year  one  ihousacd  eight  hundred  and  fire,"  was 
read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Mit- 
cBiLL,  Bradlcv,  and  Sdmteb,  to  cousidei:  and 
report  thereon. 

The  following  motion  was  aubmitead  for  coA' 
aiderstinn : 

Stmhtd,  Th>t  a  eomnittee  be  appointed  to  inqnire 
into  the  eipedtency  of  ■pproprialing  a  farther  ram  of 
nHHiey  to  puiehaae  maps  and  books  for  the  Jibraly. 

The  Senate  took  into  coaslderalion  the  motion 
made  yesterday  for  the  ippaintment  of  a  commit- 
tee to  examine  the  ''Act  to  enable  the  people  of 
the  eastern  division  of  the  Territory  North  well  of 
ibe  river  Ohio  to  form  a  consiituiioa  and  State 
grovernment,  and  for  the  admission  of  stich  State 
into  the  Untoii  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  ori- 

¥'nBl  Slates,  and  for  other  porpoms;"  and  Messrs 
BACY.  Anderson,  WoBTHiMaTOH,  Adahb,  and 
Wright,  were  apponted  the  committee. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  this  day  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
mafciog  an  additional  appropriatiuii  for  the  Naval 
service  daring  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  five,"  reported  the  bill  withont  amend- 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Saolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  he 
requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  the  reasons 
why  »D  additional  appropriBtion  is  requisite  for 
tbelfaral  service  for  the  CDrrcnl  year. 

FftiDAT,  December  6. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  mction 
made  yesterday  for  the  appointmeat  of  a  commit- 
tee tomquire  into  the  expediency  of  appropriating 
a  further  sum  of  money  to  purchase  maps  and 
books  for  the  Library ;  and,  having  agreed  there- 
to, Messrs.  Mitcbill,  Baldwin,  and  Tracy,  were 
appsinled  the  commiltee. 

Jteiolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  m  in- 
quire into  the  eipediencv  of  purchasing  maps  and 
books  for  the  Library,  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
instructed  to  report  what  disposition,  in  their 
opinioD,  ouoht  to  be  made  of  the  one  thousand 
volumes  of  laws  ordered  by  law  to  be  reserved  for 
the  disposal  of  Cooeress. 

The  President  hid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  enclosing  a  re- 

girt  made  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the 
enate  of  yesterday. 

The  letter  and  report  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  for  consideration. 

Ameaaaze  from  the  House  of  Represeo  la  lives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Honse  nave  appoint- 
ed the  Reverend  Mr.  Qlendib,  a  Chaplain  to 
Congress  on  their  part  during  the  present  session. 

The  billj  entitled  "An  act  making  an  additional 
appropriation  for  the  Naval  service  during  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aad  five,"  was 
read  the  third  lime  nod  passed. 


Monday,  December  9. 
James  Jackson,  from  the  Slate  of  Georgia, 
attended. 
JouM  AoAiB,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 

fislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in  place  of 
OHN  Bbeckenhidoc,  Esq.,  resigned,  produced  bis 
credentials,  which  were  read ;  aad  the  oath  pre- 
scribed by  law  having  been  adminiBtered,  betook 
bia  seat  in  the  Senate. 

IS  received  from  the 
States,  aefollowa: 

B^maerftativa  of  the  United  Statet  : 
The  depredationi  which  hAve  been  oommitted  an 
the  eommsTce  of  the  United  States  during  a  precadiag 
nsT,  by  persoDi  onder  the  authority  of  Spain,  araauf* 
ficientlj  knoim  to  all.  These  made  it  ■  6atj  to  re- 
quire from  that  Government  indemnificationa  for  our 
injured  citizensi  a  cDnventioa  was  accordinglj  entered 
into  between  the  Ministei  of  the  United  States  at  Mad- 
rid, and  the  Minister  of  that  Government  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  bf  nliich  it  was  agreed  that  apoliatiolis  com- 
mitted bj  Spanish  subjects,  and  carried  into  ports  of 
Spain,  should  be  paid  for  by  that  nation ;  and  that 
those  committed  by  French  subjects,  and  carried  into 
Spanish  ports,  should  remain  for  further  discusnon. 
Before  this  convention  was  returned  to  Spain  with  our 
ratification,  the  transfer  of  Louisiana  b;  France  to  Iba 
United  States  took  place  i  an  event  as  uueipected  as 
disagreeable  to  Spain.  From  that  moioent  she  seemed 
to  change  her  coniluct  and  dispositiooa  toward  us.  It 
was  first  manifested  bj  her  protest  sgainst  the  right  of 
France  to  alienate  Louisiana  to  us;  which,  however, 
waa  soon  retracted,  and  the  right  confirmed  :  then  high 
ofience  nas  msnifeBted  at  the  act  of  Congreai  estab- 
lishing a  collection  district  on  the  Mobile,  although,  bj 
an  authentic  declsratioD,  imujediatelj  made,  it  was  ex- 
pressly confined  to  our  acknowledged  limits ;  and  she 
now  refused  to  ratify  the  convention  signed  by  her  own 
Minister,  under  the  ejt  of  his  Bovercign,  unless  We 
would  consent  to  alterations  of  its  terms,  which  wanld 
have  aSected  our  claiins  against  her  for  the  epoliatioiis 
by  French  subjects  carried  into  Spsnidi  ports. 

To  obtun  justice,  *s  well  as  to  restore  friendship,  I 
thought  s  specisl  mission  advisable  i  and  sccordingly 
appointed  James  Monroe,  Minister  Eitmordinary  and 
Flenipolentiarv,  to  repair  to  Madrid,  and,  in  ccnjUQC- 
tion  with  our  Minislar  resident  there,  to  endeavor  to 
procure  a  rstification  of  the  former  convention,  and  to 
come  to  an  understanding  with  Spain  as  to  the  boun- 
daries of  Louisiana.  It  sppeBreJ  nt  once  that  her 
policy  was  to  reserve  herself  for  events,  and,  in  the 
meantime,  to  keep  our  difliirences  in  an  undetermbed 
state.  This  will  be  evident  from  the  papers  now  com- 
municated to  you.  After  nearly  five  months  of  fruit- 
less endeavorto  bring  them  to  some  definite  and  satis- 
factoiy  result,  our  Ministers  ended  the  confcreDoei, 
without  having  been  able  to  obtain  indemni^  for  spo- 
liationa  of  any  description,  or  any  aatis&ction  ss  tothe 
bonndsries  of  Louisiana,  other  than  a  declaration  that 
we  had  no  rights  eastwud  of  the  Iberville,  and  that  onr 
line  to  the  west,  was  one  which  would  have  left  us  but 
a  string  of  land  on  tlist  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi. 
Our  injured  citizens  were  thus  left  without  any  pros- 
pect of  retribution  from  the  wrong-doer;  and,  as  to 
boondaiy,  each  party  waste  take  its  own  course.  That 
whkh  they  have  chosen  to  pursue,  will  appear  from 
the  doeinnenta  now  communicated.    They  anthoriia 
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the  inference  that  it  ii  thsir 
our  poweeaioni,  until  the?  abalE  be  lepresaed  by  ao  op- 
poeing  force.  Coaaidenng  tbat  Congieaa  alone  ia 
conatitutianally  inveated  with  die  power  or  changing 
our  condition  from  peace  to  war,  I  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  await  their  anthority  for  uiing  farce  in  any 
degree  which  cooli)  be  aToided.  I  have  barely  instruct- 
ed the  officer!  atatioiied  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  ag- 
greniona,  to  protect  our  citizens  Irom  violence,  to  patrol 
within  the  bordera  actually  delirered  to  ub,  and  not  to 
go  out  of  tbeni,  but,  when  necesaary,  to  repel  an  inroad, 
or  to  Teaeue  a  citizen  or  hia  property  ;  ana  the  Spauiah 
officera  remaining  at  New  Orleani  are  required  to 
depart  without  further  delay.  It  ought  to  be  noted 
here,  tbat  aince  the  late  change  in  the  atate  of  aflaira 
in  Enrope,  Spain  ha>  ordered  her  cruiaen  and  coarli 
to  reepect  our  treaty  with  her. 

The  conduct  of  France,  and  the  part  ahe  may  take 
in  the  miiundcratandingB  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain,  are  too  importanl  to  be  unconsidered.  She 
waa  prompt  and  decided  in  her  decEarationa,  that  our 
demaudi  on  Spain  for  French  apoliations  carried  tuto 
Spanith  porta  were  included  in  the  ■ettlemetit  between 
the  United  Btatea  and  France :  ahe  took  at  once  the 
ground  that  abe  had  acquired  no  right  from  Spain,  and 
had  meant  to  deliver  Ua  none,  eaitward  of  the  Iberville. 
Ber  silence  aa  to  the  weilern  boundary,  leaving  ua  to 
infer  her  opinion  might  be  against  Spain  in  that  quar- 
ter. Whatever  direction  ahe  might  mean  to  give  lo  these 
difierences.  It  doea  not  appear  that  she  has  coDterO' 

Slated  their  proceeding  to  actual  rupture,  or  that,  at  the 
ate  of  our  laat  aJvicea  (rom  Pana,  her  Government 
had  any  suspicion  of  the  hoatile  altitude  Spain  had 
taken  here ;  on  the  contrary,  we  have  reason  lo  believe 
that  she  was  diapoaed  to  effect  a  settlement  on  a  plan 
•nalogona  to  what  our  Hiniitera  had  proposed,  and  so 
comprehenrive  as  to  remove,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
grounds  of  ftiture  collinon  and  controversy  on  ihe 
eaaiera  aa  well  aa  wealem  aide  of  the  Missiseippi. 

The  preaent  crisis  in  Europe  IsfaTarablB  for  pressing 
such  a  settlement,  and  not  a  moment  ahould  be  loat  in 
availing  ourselves  of  it.  Should  it  pass  unimproved, 
our  aituatioD  wonld  become  much  (note  difficult.  For- 
mal war  ia  not  necessary — it  is  not  probable  it  will 
follow ;  but  the  protection  of  our  dtizena,  the  spirit 
and  honor  of  our  country,  requiie  that  fi>rce  should  be 
inlerpoaed  lo  a  certain  degree.  It  will  probably  con- 
tribute to  advance  the  object  of  peace. 

But  the  course  to  be  pursued  will  require  the  com- 
mand of  meana  which  it  belongs  lo  Congress  exclu- 
sively to  yield  or  to  deny.  To  them  I  communicate 
every  fact  material  for  thoir  information,  and  the  docu- 
ments necessary  to  enable  them  lo  Judge  for  them- 
aelvea.  To  their  wisdom,  then,  I  look  for  the  course  I 
am  to  pursue;  and  will  pniiue,  with  sincere  seal,  that 
which  they  shall  apimve. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
Dici>B»  6,  ISOG. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
cODsideraiioD. 

The  pREBiDENT  laid  berore  ihe  Senate  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  theTreasary,  eacloiing  the 
aauQal  report  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  lo  establish  ihe  Treasury  De- 


And  on  moiioo,  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  December  10. 

AndeewMoohe,  from  the  Slate  of  Virginia, 
iltended. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Fbebident  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  Htmet  of 

Repretentativet  of  the  United  Statu ; 

The  enclosed  doeumenta  relating  to  my  Hesaage  af 
the  6th  instant,  not  being  ready  at  that  date,  I  thought 

better  not  to  detain,  the  Measage,  bnl  to  cammnni- 
cate  these  {"P*"  afterward  aa  supplementary  to  thamt 
then  aenl.  They  are  not  of  a  nature  to  be  deemed 
confidential. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

DaciMasa  10,  IBOS. 


W&DHESD&v,  December  11. 
The  Senate  spenl  the  day  in  the  consideration 
of  Executive  business. 

TniTRaDAY,  December  IS. 

Mr.  Bb&dlev  gave  notice  that  be  shoulJ,  on 
Monday  next,  move  for  leave  to  biing  in  a  bill  lo 
prohibit  ihe  importation  of  certain  persons  therein 
described,  into  any  port  or  place  within  the  juris- 
diction 01  the  United  Slates,  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  Jaooary,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1808. 

A  mescaee  from  the  House  of  Represealativea 
informed  toe  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  prohibiting  for  a  limited, 
time  ihe  eiporlation  of  arms  and  ammunition 
from  the  United  States  and  the  Territories  there- 
of," in  which  ihey  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  mentioned  in  the  message  was  read, 
and  ordered  loa  second  reading. 


FsiOAV,  December  13. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  prohibiting  for  a  limit- 
ed time  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition 
from  the  United  Stales  and  the  Territories  tfaere- 
of,"  was  read  the  second  time,  end  referred  to 
Messra.  Bkadlbt,  Baldwin,  and  jAcxaoN,  lo 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

M  OH  DAT,  December  16. 
Georve  Clinton,  Vice  Preaident  of  the  United 
Slates  and  President  of  the  Senate,  attended. 

John  Smith,  from  the  Slate  of  Oliio,  also  ac- 
lended. 

A  raesaaKe  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  ihal  the  House  have  ap- 
pointed the  Rev.  Mr.  Ladrib,  Chaplain  lo  Con- 
gress, on  their  part,  during  the  present  session,  in 
Elace  of  the  Rev.  Mt.  Olehdie,  who  has  declined 
is  appointoient. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  on  the  13th  insUnt, 
Mr.  BaADLEr  asked  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  slaves  inio  any  port  or 
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i  Tuesday.  December  17. 

The  Benste  reeamed  ihe  motion  made  yester- 
day, for  leare  to  bring  Id  a  bill  to  prohibit  the 
imporlHlioD  ofslaves  into  aof  port  or  place  wiih- 
I      in  tbe  jurisdiction  of  the  Uoited  States,  from  aod 
I      BAer  the  first  day  of  January,  1808;  and,  after  de- 

■  bate,  the  prerious  qaestion  was  moTed  for,  to  wit : 
>      Shall  the  main  question  be  now  pDt  1    And  the 

■  y^B*  ""^  n^T^  beiDg  required  b^  ODe-Gfih  of  the 
Senators  present,  ou  Ih  previous  question,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  16,  nays  11,  as 
follows: 

I  Yti« — Mesgn.  Anderioo,  Bradie;,  Condit,  Fenner, 

Howlud,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Haclay,  Mitchill,  Plumer, 
Smith  of  Mai^luid,  Smith  of  Tenneaee,  Smith  of  Ver- 
mont, Stone,  ThrUElon,  ind  Worlhinglon. 

Nats — Meura.  Adair,  Adanu,  BaJdwin,  Gailliid, 
I       Gilmao,  Jukwiii,  Mooie,  Pickering,  Sumter,  Tracy, 
and  Wright. 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  beJDg;  required,  on  the 
maiD  question,  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators  pres- 
ent, it  passed  in  the  affirmative — j^eas  18,  Days  9, 
as  follows ; 

YiAi — Mesars.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Condit,  Fenner, 
Oilman,  Hon  land,  llitchel,  Logan,  Macliy,  MitchitI, 
Plumer,  Hmith  of  Marylaad,  Smith  orTenneaue,  Smith 
of  Vermont,  Stone,  Thruslon,  Worlbington,  and 
Wright. 

Nat*— MeMis,  Adair,  Adams,  Baldwin,  Gaillard, 
Jackson,  Moore,  Pickering,  Snmter,  and  Tracy. 

So  leave  was  given  (o  bring  in  the  bill,  and  it 
was  read  the  first  lime. 

,  WenNESDAY,  December  18. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

1  informed  the  Senate  ibat  the  House  have  passed 
B  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  ihe  relief  of  Theodo- 
rick  Armistead,"  in  which  they  aslc  the  concor- 
renc*  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading- 

I  Mr.LiOOAN  gave  notice  thai  he  ibonld  to  mor- 

row ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  suspend  the 

I       commercial  imercoursebetween  the  United  States 

I  of  America  and  the  French  Island  of  St.  Do- 
mingo. 

On  motion,  the  bill  to  prohibit  (he  importalioo 
of  slaves  into  any  port  or  place  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  Slates,  from  and  after  the 

I  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1808, 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  the  further  consid- 

i  eraiion  of  the  bill  was  postponed  to  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next. 

TbdIibdat,  December  19. 
;  The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 

j       Tbeodorick  Armistead."  was  read  the  second  time, 
and   referred  to  Messrs,  TbacTj   Baldwin,  and 
^        ANDiiKBOpr,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
,       informed  the  Senile  that  the  House  have  passed 


a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  make  provision  for  peir- 
;  that  have  been  disabled  by  known  wounds 
ired  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  Slates, 
n^  the  Revolutionary  war;"  also  a  bill,  enti- 
'■  An  act  supplemeolary  to  ibe  act,  entitled 
act  regulatiag  the  grants  of  land  appropriated 
for  the  refugees  from  the  British  Provinces  of 
ida  and  Nova  Scotia:"  in  which  bills  ihey 
e  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


The  bills  last  mealioned  were  read  and  ordered 
Co  the  second  reading. 

PROCEEDS  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
Mr.  Traot,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  examination  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  eastern  division 
of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
10  form  a  consltiuiion  and  State  government; 
and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the 
Union,  on  an  equal  footlog  with  the  original 
Slates,  and  for  other  purposes  ;"  and  lo  report  the 
manner,  in  their  opinion,  the  money  appropriated 
by  said  act  ought  to  be  applied,  made  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  oruered  to  lie  for  cODsid- 

That,  apon  examination  of  Ihe  act  afbiesaid,  they 
find  Ihe  one-twentieth  part  of  five  per  cent,  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  lands  lying  within  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
■eld  by  Uongieas  from  and  allar  Ihe  30th  day  of  Jnne, 
1B03,  is  appropriated  for  the  laying  out  and  making 
public  roads,  leading  ftom  the  navigaUe  wateia  emp- 
tying into  the  Atlantic,  lo  the  river  Ohio,  to  aeid  Stats, 
and  throngh  the  same :  lUcb  roada  la  be  laid  out  under 
the  authority  of  Congreas,  nith  Ihe  conaeni  of  the  seT< 
era!  Stales  Uirongh  which  the  road  shall  paia. 

They  find  that,  by  a  aubMquent  law  psaied  on  the 
3d  day  of  March,  1803,  Congress  appropriated  three 
per  cent,  of  the  said  five  per  cent,  to  laying  ont  and 
making  roads  within  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  leaving  two  per 
cent,  of  the  appropriation  contained  in  the  Br«t-nien- 
tioned  lew,  onexpended  ;  which  now  remains  for  "  the 
laying  out  and  making  roada  from  tfaenavigabJewatera 
emptylDg  into  the  Atlantic,  lo  the  river  Ohio,  to  said 


State  of  Ohio,  from  July  I,  IBOS,  lo  June  30,  1803, 

both  inclnsive,  was    -        -        -        -  S1S4,40€  93 

Prom  1  it  July,  1803.  to  June  30,  IBM  -      176,203  36 

Prom  lat  Jnly,  1804,  (o  June  30, 1806  •     866,000  00 

Fiom  1st  July,  1806,  to  September  30, 

1806 66,000  00 


Amounting  in  the  whole,  lo    -  $633,604  27 


TVo  per  cent,  on  which  ram  amounts  to  C13,6es. 

Twelve  thonsand  aii  hundred  and  jifty-two  dollar* 
were,  tbeielbre,  on  the  fint  day  of  Oclal>er  last,  lutject 
to  the  uaea  dirocted  by  law,  as  mentioned  in  thia  re- 
port— and  it  will  be  discerned  that  the  fund  is  conslanir 
Ij  accumulating,  and  will,  probably,  by  [he  time  regU' 
lar  preparations  can  be  made  for  its  expenditure,  amouat 
to  eighteen  or  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

The  committee  have  examined,  as  far  a>  Ikelr  limited 
time,  ,and  ths  scanty  sources  of  facts  within  theiT 
reach  would  permit,  the  lariona  Tonles  which  have 
been  contemplated  for  laying  out  roada  pnnusnt  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  first  mentioned  in  this  TeporL 
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The;  find  UuU  the  dUUnce  from  Philadslphim  to 
PitUbutg;  U  threo  hondred  and  fauiteen  mUei  by  the 
niual  route,  and  on  ■  Blraight  line  about  two  huudred 
And  eeTCDt;. 

From  Philadelphia  to  the  neareat  pobl  on  the  river 
Ohio,  contiguous  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  nhich  ia  prob- 
jibly  between  SteubenviUe  and  the  mouth  of  Grave 
creek,  the  diatance  bj  the  uanil  loute  ia  three  bniidred 
and  aiity  miles,  and  on  a  atraighl  line,  about  three  hun- 
dred and  eight. 

Pn>n)  Baltimore  to  the  riTei  Ohio,  between  the  same 
pointi,  and  by  the  usual  routea,  is  two  bnndred  and 
■eienty-Gve  milea,  and  on  a  Btraig;ht  line,  two  hundred 
and  twenty-tbar. 

From  tbiB  city,  (Washinglon,)  to  the  sane  point!  on 
tlie  river  Ohio,  the  diatance  \»  aesti]'  die  same  ai  from 
Baltimore ;  probably  the  difference  is  not  a  plurality  of 

From  Htchmond,  in  Virginia,  to  the  nearest  point  on 
Ihe  river  Ohio,  the  distance  by  the  uaual  route  ia  three 
handled  and  seventy-seven  miles  ;  but  new  roada  are 
opening  which  will  shorten  the  distance  fifty  or  sixty 
mile* — two  hundred  and  fbrty-aeven  milea  of  the  con- 
templated road,  from  lUchmond  northwesterly,  will  be 
•■  gwl  aa  the  roada  usually  are  in  tbnt  country,  but 
the  remaining  seventy  or  eighty  miles  are  bad,  for  the 
preaent,  and  probably  will  remain  ao  for  a  length  of 
time,  as  there  seema  to  be  no  existing  indncement  for 
the  State  of  Virginia  to  incur  the  expense  of  making 
that  part  of  the  road  panable. 

From  Baltimore  to  the  Monongahela  river,  where 
the  ronte  from  Baltimore  to  the  Ohio  river  will  inter- 
sect it,  the  diatance,  as  oaually  travelled,  is  two  hun- 
ted and  eighteen  miles,  and  on  a  straight  line  abonl 
one  hundred  and  eighty-fonr.  From  this  point,  which 
ia  at  or  near  Brownaville,  boats  can  pass  down  with 
great  facility  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  during  a  number  of 
Bontha  in  ever;  year. 

The  above  distances  are  not  all  stated  hota  aetnal 
tneniuralion,  but  it  ia  believed  they  are  sufficiently  cor- 
tect  for  the  present  purpose. 

The  committee  have  not  examined  any  roatas  nortii- 
ward  of  that  leading  from  Philadelphia  to  the  river  Ohio, 
HOI  Muthward  of  that  leading  from  Richmond,  becsnee 
the;  luppoae  the  roada  to  be  laid  ont  must  strike  the 
river  Ohio  on  some  point  conliguoua  to  the  State  of 
Ohio,  in  order  to  aaliafy  the  words  of  the  law  making 
the  appropriation ;  the  words  are,  "  leading  from  the 
Savigahle  waters  emptying  into  the  Atlantic,  to  the 
river  Ohio,  to  the  said  State,  and  throngh  the  samC'" 

The  mercantile  intercourse  of  the  citizens  of  Ohio, 
frith  those  of  the  Atlantic  Sutes,  is  chiefly  in  Phila- 
delphia and  Baltimore ;  not  very  extensive  in  the  towiu 
on  the  Potomac  within  the  District  of  Columbia  ;  and 
Btill  lees,  wilhRichniond,in  Virginia.  At  present,  the 
groatest  portion  of  their  trade  is  with  Philadelphia ; 
but  it  ia  liclieved  their  trade  is  rapidly  increasing  with 
Baltimore,  owing  to  the  difference  of  distance  in  favor 
of  Baltimore,  and  to  the  advantage  of  boating  down 
file  Monongahela  river,  irom  the  point  where  the  road 
■trikei  it,  abont  eeventj  miles  by  water,  and  Glly  by 
land,  above  Pittsburg, 

The  sum  appropriated  for  laying  out  and  making  roads 
ia  so  small,  that  the  commiltee  have  thought  it  most 
expedient  to  direct  an  expenditure  to  one  route  only  ; 
tbey  have  therefore  endeavored  to  fix  on  that  which,  for 
the  present,  will  be  most  accommodating  lo  the  citizens 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  leaving  to  the  future  benevolence 
and  pohcy  of  Congress,  an  extension  of  their  opera- 


tions on  this  or  other  rootea,  and  an  increase  of  the 
requisile  fund,  as  the  discoveries  of  experience  may 
point  out  their  expediency  and  neceasity.  The  com- 
mittee being  fully  convinced  that  a  wise  Government 
can  never  lose  sight  of  an  object  so  important  as  that 
of  connecting  a  numerous  and  rapidly  increaMng  pop- 
ulation, spread  upon  a  fertile  and  extensive  countiy. 


impariwn  with  the  advantages,  can  be  n 
dered  passable. 

The  route  &om  Richmond  must  necessarily  appioadt 
Ihe  State  of  Ohio,  in  a  part  thinly  inhabited  ;  and 
which,  fiom  the  nature  of  the  soil,  and  other  cirouot- 
■tancei,  must  remain  so,  at  least  for  a  conaiderabte 
time;  and  from  the  hilly  and  rough  condition  of  the 
country,  no  roads  are,  or  can  can  be,  conveniently  made 
leading  to  the  principal  population  of  the  State  ofOhio. 
These  considermtiOBS  have  indnced  the  committee  to 
postpone,  for  the  preeent,  any  further  consideration  of 
that  route. 

The  Bjurit  and  perseverance  ef  Pennsylvania  are 
such,  in  the  article  of  roadi-making,  that  no  doubt  can 
remain  but  they  will,  in  a  Utile  time,  complete  a  road 
from  Philadelphia  to  Piltabnrg.  >a  good  as  the  nature 
of  the  ground  will  permit.  They  are  so  particularly 
interested  to  facilitate  the  intercourse  between  theii 
trading  capital,  Philadelphia,  not  only  to  Pittsburg,  but 
also  to  the  extensive  country,  within  that  Slate,  on  the 
Western  waters,  that  they  will  of  course  surmount  the 
difficulties  presented  by  the  Alleghany  mountain,  Chee- 


id  Tdurel  Hill,  the  three  great  and  almoal 
exclusive  impediments,  which  now  exist  on  that  route. 
The  State  of  Maryland,  with  no  less  spirit  and  per- 
severance, are  engaged  in  making  roads  from  Baltimo)«, 
and  from  the  western  boundary  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, throngh  Fredericklown  to  Williamsport.  Were 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  direct  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  fund  in  contemfdation  upon  either  of 
these  routes,  for  the  present,  in  Pennsylvania  or  Mary- 
land, it  would  probably  so  far  interfere  with  the  obsfr- 
vstions  of  the  respective  Statea,  aa  to  produce  mischief 
instead  of  benefit ;  especially  as  the  sum  lo  be  laid  out 
by  the  United  Stales  is  too  inconsiderable,  alone,  to 
eflect  objects  of  such  magnitude.  But  as  the  Slate  of 
Maryland  have  no  particular  interest  lo  extend  thmr 
road  across  Che  mountaias  ;  and  if  they  had  it,  it  would 
be  impracticable,  because  Ihe  Stole  does  not  extend  so 
far;  the  committee  have  thought  it  expedient  to  recoip- 
mend  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road  &om  Cumber- 
land, on  the  northerly  bank  of  the  Potomac,  and  within 
tho  State  of  Maryland,  lo  Ihe  river  Ohio,  at  the  moat 
convenient  place  between  a  point  on  the  easterly  bank 
of  said  river,  opposite  to  SteubenviUe  and  the  mouth  of 
Grave  creek,  which  emplies  into  said  river  Ohio,  a  lit- 
Ue  below  Wheeling,  in  Virginia.  This  route  will  meet 
and  accommodate  the  roads  leading  from  Dallimore 
and  the  District  of  Columbia  ;  it  will  cross  (he  Monou- 

Redstone,  where  the  advantage  of  boating  can  be  taken, 
and  from  the  point  where  it  will  probably  inteiaect  Ihe 
river  Ohio,  there  are  now  roads,  or  they  can  easily  be 
made  over  feasible  and  proper  ground,  to  and  through 
the  principal  populatiou  of  the  Sute  of  Ohio. 

Cumberlaad  is  situated  at  the  eastern  foot  of  the  Al- 
leghany mountains,  about  eigh'.y  miles  from  Willianas- 
port  by  the  usual'  route,  which  is  circuitoaa,  owing  to  a 
large  bend  in  the  Potomac,  on  the  bank  of  which  the 
road  now  runs;  the  distance  on  a  straight  line  ia  not 
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more  tban  filly  arSttj-&r«  iiiilM,oTar  toluabla  gronnd 
Soit  •  rttkd,  wfatefa  will  |W«b>bly  be  openad  by  the  8uts 
of  Marjluid,  ahoDld  A»  nmte  be  eXaUiifaml  am  the 
mouDtaini  u  contemplated  b;  thU  repoit. 

From  CambecUfid  to  the  weiten  extremity  of  Lau- 
rel Hill,  by  the  loaU  now  trsTelled,  the  diBtanee  i> 
■izty-siz  milea,  and  on  a  itraight  line  about  fifty-ETe ; 
on  thii  part  of  the  route,  the  coioiDittee  (Uppoae  the 
firal  and  Tcry  contiderable  eipenditurei  are  epecially 
necessary.  From  Laurel  Hill  to  the  Ohio  rinr,  by  the 
usual  route  ia  about  eeventy  milea,  and  on  *  (traigbt 
line  GHy-fbur  or  Efty-fiTe  ;  Ihe  road  ii  tolerable,  though 
capable  of  amelioration. 

To  cany  iuto  eSect  the  prindplea  ariiing  from  the 
foregoing  beta,  the  committee  present  herewith  a  bill 
for  theconiideration  of  the  Senate.  They  auppoce  that, 
to  take  the  proper  meaiurei  lor  canying  into  efiect  the 
section  of  the  law  respecting  a  toad  or  road*  to  Ihe 
State  of  Ohio,  ia  a  duly  imposed  upon  Congreai  by  the 
]bw  itself,  and  that  a  aentc  of  duty  will  always  be  iuffi- 
cient  to  insure  the  passage  of  the  bill  now  offered  to 
the  Senate. 

To  enlarge  upon  the  highly  important  consideratjoiu 
of  cementing  the  union  of  oar  citizens  located  on  the 
'Western  waters  with  those  of  the  Atlantic  States,  would 
be  an  indelicacy  offered  to  the  understandings  of  the 
hoSy  to  whom  this  report  ia  addressed,  as  it  might  seem, 
to  (listruat  them.  But&om  theintereating  natureof  the 
aubjert,  the  committee  are  induced  to  a«k  the  indul- 
gence of  a  single  obaervation. 

PoliticianB  haTe  generally  agreed  that  riven  unite 
the  intereats  and  promote  the  friendship  of  Ihoee  who 
inhabit  their  banks  ;  while  maunlaini,  on  the  contrary, 
tend  to  the  diiunion  and  eatrangement  of  tboee  who 
are  aeperated  by  their  intervention.  In  the  present  case, 
to  make  the  crooked  ways  straight,  and  Ihe  rough  ways 
amooth,  win,  in  effect,  remove  the  intervening  mouu- 
taina,  and  by  facilitating  Ihe  inlercouise  of  our  Western 
brethren  with  those  on  the  Atlantic,  substantially  unite 
them  in  interewt,  which,  the  committee  believe,  ia  the 
moat  effectual  cement  of  union  applicable  to  the  human 

Mr.  Tracy,  also,  from  the  committee  last  men- 
tioned, reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  lafior  out 
and  making  a  road  from  Cumberlaoi],  ia  the  Stale 
of  Maryland,  lo  ihe  Stale  of  Ohio  i  and  the  bill 
waaread,  and  ordered  to  the  secfuid  teadiog. 
PUBLIC  LAHOa 

Mr.  BRADLE7  aobmitted  ihe  following  resola- 
lions;  which  Were  read,  aed  ordered  to  lie  for 
cODsideratton : 

Bemthitd,  That  one  or  more  land  offieea  be  opened 
fm  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  th«  UHilcd  Sutea,  on  which 
the  Indian  title  shall  have  been  eztinguiahed,  in  the 
State  of  Tenuessee. 

lUtohed,  That  Commissioners  be  appointed,  with 
ample  powers,  to  settle  alt  disputes  relative  to  the  lands 
ceded  by  North  Carolina  lo  the  United  States,  and  to 
quiet  all   claims,  agreeable  to  the  conditions  of  the 

Rttohed,  After  aatislying  all  josi  cUims,  and  the  ex- 
penses incident  thereto,  that  one part  of  alt  the 

public  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States,  within  the 
Lmits  aforesaid,  aught  to  be  appropriated  for  the  use  of 

•  college  oruniverKtyia  said  State,  forever;  one 

part  for  the  uae  of  ndioola  tot  the  instruction  of  diild- 
ren,  forever;  and  five  per  cent,  on  the  net  proceeds  of 
tfa*  talf*  of  Ae  poUie  iMdi)  fcr  the  purpow  of  making 


mads;  Frmided,  The  State  of  North  CanUna  iball 
consent  to  the  appropriation  d'oresaid. 
On  motion  the  Honae  adjonraed. 

pRiDAT,  December  20. 

JoBN  Smith,  from  the  Slate  of  New  York,  at- 
tend ed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  prorialon  fof 
peisoD*  ibal  hsTe  been  disabled  by  known  wounda 
received  ia  ibe  actnalaervim  of  the  United  SiaUa, 
during  theRevoluliooary  wat,"  waircad  the  sec- 
ood  time,  and  referred  lo  Messrs.  AiinBRBOM, 
Tbact,  and  Baldwin,  to  consider  and  report 
ihereoD. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  mppl«mentar^  to  thft 
act,  entitled  'An  act  regtilaiing  the  grants  of  land 
appropriated  for  the  refagees  from  the  British 
Provinces  of  CacadB  and  Nova  Scotia,"  was  read 
tbe  second  time,  and  referred  to  Mejinrs.  Brjldlet, 
Baldwin,  and  Tract,  to  consider  and  repoR 
thereon. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land,  to  the  Slate  of  Obio,  was  read  the  tecond 
lime;  and  the  further  consideration  of  tbe  bill 
made  ibe  order  of  tbe  day  for  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatirea 
informed  tbe  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  lo  repeal  so  much  of  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and 
for  other  purposes,  as  is  contained  in  the  second 
section  thereof;"  also  a  billj  entitled  "An  act  snp- 
plementary  to  the  act  makmg  provision  for  the 
payment  of  claims  ofcitizens  of  the  United  Slates 
on  the  Qovemment  of  France,  the  payment  of 
which  has  been  assumed  by  the  United  States, 
by  Tirtne  of  the  conrention  of  the  30th  of  April, 
1803.  between  the  United  States  and  the  French 
Republic;"  in  which  bills  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  were  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 

TRADE  WITH  ST.  DOMINQO. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  ISib  inalajit, 
Mr.  LooAN  asked  leave  lo  bring  in  a  bill  lo  sus- 
pend the  commercial  intercourse  between  tha 
United  Stales  of  America  and  the  French  island 
of  St.  Domingo, 

Mr.  L.  observed  tbat  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress had  been  called  to  this  subject  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  Ibe  Uaiied  Slates,  at  ih«  commenoemeU 
of  the  laat  aesctoo  of  Coogresi,  in  the  following 
words : 

"  While  noticing  Ihe  irregoliritiM  committed  on  tha 
ocean  by  others,  (hose  on  oar  own  part  dtoald  not 
be  omitted,  nor  left  nnprovidod  for.  Comfdainta  ba«a 
been  receivad,  that  peraona  naiding  within  the  United 
Stales  have  taken  on  ttiaoMtivea  lo  arm  merchant  Te*- 
•els,  and  to  fone  a  eonnaeece  into  eerlain  porta  and 
countries  in  defiartce  of  die  laws  of  (Ikmb  countries. 
That  inditidnabriu»ild  tmdertake  to  wage  private  war, 
independently  of  tbe  authori^  of  Iheir  eonntry,  cannot 
be  permitted  in  a  well  Mdered  sode^.  Ita  tendeney 
to  prodoee  aggrcaajon*  on  the  laws  Bad  rights  of  olhei 
natioa^  sad  M  Mdaagw  the  fmeo  of  on  own,  k  ■» 
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obvioui,  Ihftt  1  doubt  not  jou  will  adopt 

iBBtraining  it  eflectuall;  in  fnture."  y 

The  first  complaioi  alluded  to  in  the  Mesta^e  ' 
of  the  President,  is  a  Ulter  addressed  to  the  Sec-  I 
reiary  of  Stale,  by  the  Envoy  of  Great  Briiain,  I 
jaled  OD  the  31st  of  August,  1804,  in  which  he  I 
observes: 

"  I  have  received  information  Tespecling  seTcral  le*- 
mI>  which  have  of  late  been  armed  in,  and  have  (ailed  ' 
from  the  diJi«rent  porti  of  the  United  Slates,  some  I 
leaded  with  articl«a  contraband  of  war,  (gunpowder  is  ' 
Mtd  to  be  the  general  article,)  otheta  with  cargoan  of 
innocent  goodi,  and  otheri  again  in  ballait.  After  the 
diligent  inquiry  which  it  hai  been  mj  duty  to  make  on 
•o  important  a  aubject,  I   think  that  I   can  have  the 


be  Bcboonai  rigged,  have  sailed  lately  from  the  port  of 
Baltimore,  wbilit  otbera  of  a  larger  size,  even  anipa  of 
conaiderable  burden,  ud  completely  equipped  Ibr  war, 
ItaVB  sailed  from  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  bound  to  the 
posiesaioni  of  His  MajcBty's  enemies  in  the  East  as  well 
a>  West  Indies.  It  is  ssid  the  ohject  of  some  of  these 
equipments  is  to  force  a  trade  with  the  bliclu  in  the 
Island  of  St.  Domingo,  in  which  attempt  the  public 

Slots  bavD  stated  so  circumstantially,  as  to  leave  no 
ubt  on  the  subject,  that  two  American  veaaela  have 
been  captured  by  French  cruisers,  alter  making  resist- 
ance. But  I  have  stnmg  reason  to  believe,  that  the 
des^nation  of  others,  particularly  from  the  portof  Phila- 
delphia, have  been  with  cargoes  of  contraband  articles  to 
the  enemies'  possessions  in  the  East  and  West  Indies. 

"  Let  tbeii  destinadon,  however,  be  what  they  may, 
it  cannot,  I  conceive,  bat  be  justly  considersd,  that  sach 
aimaments,  on  the  part  of  the  citiiena  of  a  neutral 
State,  uiust  be  attended  with  oonaequencea  prejudicial 
to  a  belligerent  Poirer,  and  may,  therefore,  be  deemed 
Tightly  as  oSenaiie,  for  which  reason  the  taw  of  naliona 
has  stated  one  of  the  first  obhgations  of  neutrality  to  be 
that  of  abstaining  from  all  participatiou  in  warlike  ex- 
peditions. The  armed  vessels  alluded  to,  may  become 
the  property  of  the  King's  enemies  either  by  capture  at 
aea,  or  by  purchase  in  the  porta  to  which  they  are  des- 
tined, and  are  thus  in  readiness  to  be  converted  imme- 
diately into  instruments  of  hostiUty  against  His  Majesty, 
whilst  in  another  point  of  view  ttiey  are  calculaiad  to 
protect  the  vesuls  vchen  they  are  loaded  with  contra- 
band articles,  against  the  lawful  search  and  detention 
of  a  lawfully  commissioned  cruiser,  when  the  latter 
shall  be  of  inferior  force.  Indeed,  I  conceive  that  it 
may  not  be  giving  too  great  an  extent  to  the  principle 
oTthe  law  of  nations,  without  attending  to  the  nature 
at  thjs  cargo,  to  consider  the  very  arms,  ammunition, 
and  other  implements  of  war,  with  which  such  vessels 
are  fiimished  as  contraband  articles,  when  the  vessels 
have  been  thus  equipped  without  the  authari^  of  the 
nation  to  which  they  belong. 

"I  andersland,  air,  that  the  arffianenta  in  queatdon 
have  in  fact  taken  place  under  no  commission  or 
authority  whatever  from  the  Uovsmment  of  ths  United 
States.  1  have  tiierefore  thgught  it  my  duty  to  have  the 
honor  of  making  you  acquainted  with  the  iufuimation 
that  has  reached  me  on  this  subject,  and  if  the  obser- 
vations which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  make  upon  it 
■houid  hsf^Ij  be  couformable  to  the  sentiments  of  the 
American  Gavernment,  I  can  safely  trust  to  their 
justice,  as  well  as  to  their  jealousy  of  observing  the 
most  strict  nentrahty  in  the  present  war,  to  lake  such 
m«aaiuM  H  shall  appear  to  them  Ihe  most  proper  tm  , 


suppressing  ths  illsgsl  proeeedinga  complained  of  on 
the  part  of  those  individuals,  citizens  of  ths  United  Stalca, 
who  shall  appear  to  be  conoemed  in  them." 

TnalelterfronttheChar^des  Affaires  of  France 
dated  the  7th  of  May,  1804,  and  Hddreased  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  he  observes : 

"The  underugned  is  informed,  in  a  manner  which 
leaves  him  no  room  to  doubl  it,  that  the  American  mer- 
chants, who  pursue  this  commerce  (meaning  the  com- 
merce with  St.  Domingo)  publicly  arm,  in  the  porta  of 
the  United  States,  vessels  which  are  intended  to  sup- 
part  by  force  a  traffic  contiarT  to  Ihe  law  of  nations, 
and  to  repel  the  etTorts  which  the  cruiseis  of  [he  French 
Republic  are  authorized  U  make  in  order  to  prevent  iL 
These  armaments  have  also  for  their  object  to  cover  the 
conveyance  of  munitions  to  the  revolted  of  that  colon  j. 
The  Government  of  the  United  Stales  cannot  be  igno- 
rant of  these  facts,  which  are  public;  the  consequences 
thereof  have  already  been  manifested  in  the  West  In- 
dies, where  the  public  papers  advise  that  there  have 
been  actions  between  the  French  cruisers  and  Ameri- 
can vessels  carrying  on  this  commerce.  In  considering 
the  matter  merely  under  the  view  of  the  law  of  nations, 
it  is  manifest  that  American  citizens,  under  Ibe  very 
eyes  of  their  Government,  cany  on  a  private  and  pirati- 
cal war  against  a  Power  with  which  tbe  United  States 
are  at  peace.  The  undersigned  would  be  wanting  in 
his  duty  if  he  did  not  vindicate,  under  such  circum- 
stances, the  rights  and  dignity  of  his  Government, 
which  sre  openly  injured,  and  if  he  did  not  call  the 
attention  of  Mr.  Madison  to  the  disagreeable  reflection 
which  the  French  Goverimient  would  have  a  right  to 
make,  if  the  silence  of  the  local  authorities  respecting 
acts  of  this  nature  should  be  imitated  bj  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States." 

"The  French  Government  certamly  could  not  see 
without  a  profound  regret,  that  after  having  given  to 
the  United  States  the  most  marked  proob  of  the  desire 
to  place  the  good  understanding  of  the  two  nations  upon 
the  most  immoveable  foundations,  by  abandoning  na- 
tional interests  which  might  have  eventually  produced 
collisions,  individual  interest  should  now  be  nermilted 
to  compromit  this  good  understanding.  lis  regret 
wonid  be  still  much  greater,  if,  when  the  dignity  and 
safety  of  France  are  openly  injured  in  the  United 
States,  by  their  citiiena,  the  American  Oovernment 
should  preserve,  lespecUng  these  violations,  ■  ailenee 
which  would  appear  to  ofler  an  excuse,  and  even  a 
sort  of  enivuragement,  to  all  the  excesses  which  cQ- 
pidi^  may  attempt.  Besides,  that  the  peace  of  the 
two  nations  cannot  but  be  seriously  compromitted  by 
the  proceedings  of  the  individuals,  and  by  the  repTisafs 
to  which  they  must  necessarily  lead,  this  state  of  things 
would  inbllibly  tend  to  dimu)ish  the  amicable  dispo- 
sition which  the  two  Governments  wish  to  cultivate." 

Mr.  L.  observed  that  the  commerce  as  carried 
on  bv  the  citizens^  of  the  United  Stales  is  not  only 
a  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  which  tbe  United 
Slates  as  an  independent  nation  is  bound  to  obey, 
hut  is  in  direct  vialation  of  a  treaty  made  in  1800, 
between  the  United  Slates  and  Praace;  a  treaty 
on  the  most  libernl  principles  as  to  the  tights  of 
neutrals,  and  highly  advaotageous  and  honorable 
to  both  nations. 

To  remedy  the  evils  complained  of,  a  Ian  was 
enacted  during  the  last  sessioD  of  Congress  to  regu- 
late the  clearance  of  armed  mercbaol  vessels ;  ibis 
act  haa  opsrBtedas  adeceptioD,a5,tiacetheptibU- 
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cation  of  the  law,  the  trade  with  Si.  Domiogo  has 
been  carried  on  to  as  great  if  oot  greater  extent 
than  formerly.  The  only  merit  of  the  armiog 
law,  is.  that  ia  a  Dslional  view  it  removes  the  res- 
ponsibility from  the  iadiTidual  who  may  be  ea- 
eaeed  in  the  trade,  to  the  QoreriimeDt  by  which 
It  IS  authorized. 

Whilst  we  are  aoiious  to  have  our  own  na- 
tioual  rights  respected,  is  it  hoDorable  to  violate 
the  rights  of  a  friendly  Power  with  whom  we  are 
at  peace?  or  ia  it  sound  policy  to  cherish  the 
black  population  of  St.  Domingo  whilst  we  have 
a  similar  populaliaa  in  our  Southern  States,  in 
which  should  an  iosurreciion  take  place,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  [he  United  States  is  bound  to  render 
effectual  aid  to  oui  felIoiv-cili:!eDB  in  that  part  of 
the  Uoioni  Mr.  L.  concluded  by  observing  that 
is  bringing  forward  the  bill  under  coosideralioii, 
he  was  not  influenced  by  views  of  friendship  to- 
wards England  or  France,  but  to  preserve  the  im- 
mediate honor  and  future  peace  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  A  DANS. — Mr.  President:  Had  the  gentle- 
man who  asks  leave  to  introduce  this  bill,  assigned 
any  new  reasons  as  the  foundation  of  his  motion, 
whatever  my  opinion  might  have  been  upon  their 
merits.  I  should  not  think  it  proper  to  combat  them 
at  this  time;  but  the  object  of  the  bill  is  so  simple, 
that  its  details  are  immaterial.  Its  purpose  is  to- 
tally to  prohibit  a  branch  of  our  commerce,  which 
at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  was  proved 
to  be  of  great  importance  to  the  country.  Unless, 
therefore,  a  majority  of  the  Senate  should  be.  of 
opinion  that  the  bill  ought  to  pass,  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  present  is  the  stage  at  which  it  ought 
to  be  arrested:  since  the  mere  discussion  of  the 
question,  and  pendency  ofthe  measure  before  Con- 
gress, may  have  an  unfavorable  effect  upon  the 
commetcial  interest,  or  at  least  iDJurioualy  affect 
individual  merchants,  in  the  course  of  their  affairs. 

It  ia  well  known  to  every  member  upoo  this 
floor,  and  to  the  pQblic  in  general,  that  the  same 
gentleman  who  now  wishes  to  introduce  this  bill, 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress  made  a  motion 
for  leave  to  bring  it  in  at  that  time,  which  was  re- 
jected ;  and  I  eipected  that  on  its  renewal  at  this 
time  he  would  have  alleged  some  new  grounds 
for  the  measure;  but  in  this  expectation  I  have 
been  disappointed.  He  tells  us,indeed  that  unless 
we  do  prohibit  this  commerce  it  will  inevitably 
lead  us  into  a  war  with  ihe  French  Republic.  I 
have  certainly  no  more  disposition  than  any  gen- 
tleman here  to  be  at  war  with  the  French  Repub- 
lic ;  but,  excepting  that  gentleman's  assertion,  (to 
which  1  am  willing  to  give  all  the  credit  which  ii 
can  be  entitled  to.)  what  particle  of  evidence  have 
we  that  the  St.  Domingo  trade  will  expose  us  to 
any  suchdao(^r1  What evidencehaslhegentle- 
man  himself  alleged  in  support  of  his  assertion  1 
Why,  sir,  he  has  read  to  us  a  part  of  the  President's 
Message,  al  the  opeaiiig  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  a  correspondence  between  ibe  British 
and  French  Ministers,  and  the  Secretary  of  State, 
six  or  nine  months  previou:  to  that  time,  and  com- 
plaining that  some  of  our  merchant  vessels  were 
armed.     It  is  suiely  needless  for  me  to  meotion 


in  this  House  that  in  consequence  of  that  very 
passage  in  the  President's  Message  of  last  year,  ana 
of  (hose  very  complaints  of  those  foreign  Minislers, 
a  bill  did  actually  pass  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
after  a  long  and  ample  discussion  of  the  subject; 
which  bill  was  intended  to  remove  those  causes  of 
complaint,  and  is  now  in  force.  This  bill  I  have 
understood  was  satisfactory  on  all  bands,  and  it 
has  been  wiihin  a  ver_y  few  days  declared  by  a 
member  of  ibis  body,  in  his  place,  la  have  given 
satisfaction  to  the  French  Government  in  partic- 
ular, nor  has  that  iofonnation  been  contradicted. 
This  conclusion  indeed  may  be  inferred  from  the 
tenorofthePresident'acommunicationtoCongreM 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session.  If 
any  intimation  of  complaints  from  foreign  Pow- 
ers relative  to  this  subject,  is  contained  in  (his 
message,  it  has  escaped  my  attention,  and  I  can 
indeed  safely  affirm  there  is  none.  And  is  not  this 
silence  itself,  a  strong,  an  irresistible  proof  that  no 
such  complaints  have  been  made,  but  that  the 
measures  adopted  by  Congress  at  the  last  session 
have  been  sausfactoryl  Believing  it  as  1  do,  and 
that  no  needless  interference  of  the  Government 
with  the  regular  coarse  of  commercial  transactions 
ought  ever  to  be  countenanced,  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Loqan)  will  not 
have  leave  to  bring  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  Jackbon  seconded  Mr.  Logan's  motion, and 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Ad&hs  said,  that  he  wished  Mr. 
LooAN  to  make  it  an  annual  motion,  as  Mr.  Saw- 
bridge  had,  in  (heParliamenl  of  England,  to  reduce 
septennial  Parliaments,  but  with  mure  effect,  until 
ihe  trade  so  highly  diBbooorable  to  national  char- 
acter was  annihilaied.  As  to  Mr.  Adams's  obser- 
vations that  ibe  bill  was  not  allowed  to  be  brought 
in  last  session,  and  that  he  had  beard  no  new  ar- 
guments, he  would  answer  the  gentleman  by  asking 
what  new  arguments  had  been  advanced  on  the 
bill  to  probinit  the  importation  of  slaves,  when 
leave  was  given  two  days  since  to  bring  in  the  bill, 
and  the  same  arguments  had  been  rung  in  our  ears 
by  Quakers  and  others,ever  since  the  Constitution 
had  been  in  operation,  and  not  a  new  one  had  been 
produced.  He  said  that  the  day  would  come  when 
this  dishonorable  traffic  would  be  rued  by  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  that  day  must  arrive  when  a  general 
peace  would  take  plac^,  when  the  present  hostil- 
ities must  cease ;  that  it  must  and  would  then  be- 
come the  interest  of  every  nation  of  Europe,  having 
colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  to  extirpate  this  horde 
or  ship  them  off  to  some  other  place.  That  the 
United  States,  by  affording  them  succor,  arms,  am- 
munition, and  provisions,  must  be  considered  by 
them  as  their  allies — their  supporters  and  their  pro- 
tectors. Thathe  believed  the  United  Stales  would 
be  viewed  in  ibis  light  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment and  by  themselves,  and  that  they  would  de- 
mand and  expect  us  to  grant  them  an  asylum  as 
allies  and  protectors,  and  send  them  to  our  coast. 
This  was  no  novelty,  and  he  had  received  infor- 
mation from  a  late  celebrated  French  General, 
given  in  a  public  company  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
Ion  where  he  boarded,  and  the  General  was  one 
who  dined  there  ;  that  arrangements  had  been 
made,  if  General  Le  Clerc  had  been  victorious,  to 
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■end  those brigasds  to  the  Soucfaeni  States.  Tbi& 
was  a  melaacholy  subject  for  South  Carolina  aiid 
Oeorgia,  and  one  of  those  hrigands  iatroduced  JDto 
the  SoutherD  States  was  worse  than  an  hundred 
impuriations  of  blacks  from  Africa,  aad  more  dan- 
gerous to  the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  S.  Smith.— Mr.  President:  Had  the  honor- 
able morer  produced  aDf  new  document,  or  Eiven 
nt  any  new  infurmalioD,  I  cerlainljr  should  nave 
given  my  vote  that  he  should  have  the  leave  re- 
quired ;  or  had  the  Senate  been  composed  of  the 
same  members  as  those  of  ibe  last  year,  I  should 
have  contented  myself  by  giving  a  sileoi  vote  on 
thequestion.  Anadditionbeingmade  lotheSenate 
of  several  new  members,  it  may  not  be  Improper 
to  Slate,  ihat  this  subject  was  at  the  latt  session 

S relented  to  the  view  of  Congress  by  the  Presi- 
ent.  A  bill  was  predicated  thereon,  and  after 
{[Teat  consideration  and  lengthy  discussion  passed 
into  a  law.  Has  the  mover  produced  to  the  Sen- 
ate any  document  lo  show  that  France  is  not 
satisfied  with  what  has  been  Aoaet  Does  the 
gentleman  know  that  aoy  new  complaint  has 
been  made?  I  know  of  none,  and  I,  therefore, 
think  it  fair  to  presume  that  France  bas  been  fully 
aaiisGed  with  tne  law  already  passed.  The  gen- 
tleman has  said  that  both  the  French  and  British 
Ministers  have  considered  the  trade  to  St.  Domingo 
as  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations.  1  see  nothing 
of  the  kind  in  the  note  from  the  British  Minister. 
I  have  no  donbt  of  the  Btllisb  being  disposed 
to  interdict  that  branch  of  Irade  as  they  have 
done  almost  all  our  other  most  lucraiive  com- 
merce. Had  the  gentlemen  brought  forward  a 
bill  to  interdict  alT  trade  with  Great  Britain,  he 
might  have  produced  many  more  reasons  in  its 
support  IhaD  he  bas  been  pleased  to  offer  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill  proposed.  But  what  is  this  law  of 
Daiionsi  Is  it  the  written  law,  or  that  taw  as- 
sumed by  nations  who  have  the  most  power?  If 
the  gentlemen  mean  the  written  law,  I  must  be- 
lieve that  they  are  mistaken.  I  have  somewhere 
read,  that  when  a  part  of  a  State  separBies  itself, 
and  is  capableof  supporting  that  separation,  forms 
for  itself  a  government,  and  fully  conducts  its 
own  affairs,  that  other  nations  do  not  infringe 
this  law  by  trading  or  commencing  a  friendly  in- 
tercourse with  such  part. 

We  are  told  that  a  celebrated  French  General 
since  here  has  said,  that  had  General  Le  Clerc 
sQcceeded,  be  meant  to  have  landed  all  the  blacks 
of  St.  Doming  on  our  southern  shores.  This 
may  be — but,  sir,  it  is  not  probable.  If  such,  how- 
ever, had  be«n  his  intention,  it  could  not  have 
arisen  from  resentment  on  account  of  our  com- 
merce, for  we  had  been  ofthe  greatest  utility  to  him 
and  his  army,  and  had  then  carried  on  no  com- 
merce that  was  not  fully  sanctioned  by  France. 
Nay,  I  might  say,  that  owing  to  the  supplies  from 
the  United  Slates,  the  colony  of  St.  Domingo 
had  been  preserved  to  the  mother  country  until 
the  arrival  of  General  Le  Clerc.  Unless,  Mr. 
President,  the  honorable  mover  shall  produce 
some  new  information.  I  shall  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  voting  against  leave  to  bring  in  this  bill. 
Mr.  MiTCBiLi^  la  a  speech  of  coniiderabie 


i  detail,  stated  his  objections  to  givi 


He  complimented  his  friend  from  Pennsylvania, 
for  the  purityofhis  motives  in  bringing  forward  the 
present  motion.  Bat  he  could  not  refrain  ftam 
an  expression  of  his  surprise,  and  even  his  regret, 
(hat  the  subject  had  been  moved  again  in  the 
Senate. 

During  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  ^rfaole 
of  the  intercourse  with  St.  Domingo  had  under- 
gone a  fall  investigation.  While  the  bill  regula- 
ting the  clearance  of  armed  merchant  vessels  -w»a 
under  discussion,  that  part  of  our  foreign  com- 
merce had  been  minutely  examined,  fi  would 
be  remembered  that  the  hill  had  been  committed, 
recommitted,  amended,  and  modified,  with  the 
utmost  labor  and  skill.  Besides  the  talents  which 
the  Senate  aSbrded,  all  the  sources  of  Ezecutiv* 
information  had  been  drained,  to  aid  their  re- 
searchet.  And  the  letters  of  the  British  and 
French  Ministers,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of 
our  merchants  In  forcing  this  trade,  were  opened 
to  otir  view.  The  crude  material  ofthe  bill  had 
been  hammered  at  and  worked  upon  so  elaborate- 
ly, at  to  have  as  last  received  the  complete  burnish 
of  a  law.  With  all  the  knowledge  that  could  be 
derived  from  so  many  quarters,  the  bill  was  at 
length  passed  to  check  the  violence  of  our  navj- 
gaturs,  and  to  restrain  the  adventurous  zeal  of 
our  merchants.  The  provisions  of  this  law,  were 
such  as  it  was  deemed  just  and  proper  that  a 
ueuiral  nation  should  take.  And  this  was  a  lib- 
eral condescension  to  the  wishes  of  the  two  great 
maritime  and  belligerent  Powers,  without  forget- 
ting  the  respect  that  we  owed  lo  our  own.  With 
boln  these  be  wished  to  cultivate  peace  and  good 
undersiHuding;  but  to  neither  of  them  would  he 
consent  to  yield  any  portion  of  our  neutral  and 
national  rights. 

The  difficulties  exhibited  in  the  ministerial 
correspondence,  Mr.  M.  said  were  thus  removed. 
With  a  promptitude  that  deserved  to  be  admired, 
Congress  interposed  Its  authority,  for  the  purpose 
at  once  of  doing  justice  to  our  neighbors,  regula- 
ting oar  commerce,  and  iFanquilizing  the  Mexi- 
can seas.  With  these  salutary  provisions,  he  be- 
lieved the  two  complaining  nations  had  been 
satisfied.  At  least  we  had  done  so  moeh  that  ibey 
ought  in  all  reason  to  be  content.  Congress  had 
already  manifested  a  doe  re^rd  to  all  that  France 
and  Great  Britain  had  offered  upon  the  branch 
of  West  Indian  commerce,  and  in  the  true  spirit 
of  good  neighborhood,  and  correct  principle,  bad 
modified  and  restricted  the  intercourse  with  Hayti. 
And  so  fully  did  the  Europeans  seem  lo  acquiesce 
in  our  conduct,  that  he  had  not  heard  any  further 
remonstrances  made  b^  either  oftbem  about  it. 
He  thought  the  observations  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams)  very  much  in  point. 
Under  a  conviction  that  we  bad  done  as  much  as 
public  faith  and  national  honor  required,  he  had 
given  his  vote  afainst  the  introdnction  of  a  simi- 
lar bill  during  the  last  session.  Nothing  had  oc- 
cnrred  from  that  lime  to  this  day,  to  alter  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  or  to  make  it  necessary 
for  him  to  change  his  conduct.    He  thought  now, 
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&s  he  did  ihen,  ihit  ibsre  was  duiger  of  ovcract- 
ingour  part  andof  doiaEiootnuoh;  of  beioggaod 
to  our  neighbara,  lo  sticn  a  degiee,  and  jd  such  a 
manner,  as  to  be  rery  cruel  lo  ouraeWee. 

Afier  all  this  eoDdescension  on  our  part,  after 
inquiring  into  the  alleged  misconduct  of  our 
people,  and  taking  immediaie  ineasureE  to  prereat 
the  repetiiioo,  and  after  having  donu  all  we  politi- 
cally could  or  ibal  we  honorably  ought,  the  Eub- 
ject  is  oaee  more  introdatwd  to  the  Senate.  It 
comea  itow,  not  frota  the  Executive  Depaitmeat, 
not  from  the  cabinets  of  the  salions  ooocenjed. 
noi  from  (he  recommeDdaiion  of  a  Senatorial 
committee,  but  from  the  lugKestiotu  of  an  indi- 
Tidoal  mamber  of  our  own  body. 

The  comtneTaB  of  the  United  States,  be  said, 
was  an  astonishing  ipectaele.  It  tsached  from 
Arctic  lo  Antafciic,  and  was  ooextflnsiTe  wilh  the 
circumference  of  the  globe.  Moat  of  the  inliabit- 
ed  couDlries  of  the  earth  were  visited  by  our  dbT' 
igaiDis,  and  the  striped  flagof  the  Union  fluttered 
in  the  temotetl  harbors.  Our  countrymen  have 
oaade  material  additions  to  the  scieitee  of  geogra- 
phy. They  have  found  market*  unluiQWa  to  com- 
mercial men  before.  They  have  derived  cargoes 
from  the  depths  of  the  ocean,  and  laid  the  cod,  the 
seal,  and  the  whale,  under  contributioo,  They 
have  exported  the  productions  of  their  own  happy 
country,  so  fertile  in  the  articlea  which  sustain 
and  cherish  life,  to  all  places  where  i bey  were 
wanted,  and  brought  home  the  crude  materials  or 
the  manufactures  of  those  regions  in  return,  By 
an  energy  and  enterprise  uoesampled  in  the  hi^ 
tory  o(  [be  human  species,  they  have  excited  (he 
jealousy  of  foreigners,  who  are  not  only  behind 
them  in  mercantile  ejertioo,  but  wbo  cannot 
veigb  an  anohor  or  reef  a  topsail  equal  to  them. 

Such  was  our  siiuation — peaceful,  industrious, 
and  deaijTous  of  measuring  out  liberal  jusiice  to 
all  our  neighbors.  But  this  was  no  protection 
againsi  conunereial  rivoliihip.  Bmulaiion  and 
conopelition  existed  in  all  callmes  and  proteMions. 
Mercantile  jealousy  had  been  uarraed  by  it.  Rz- 
perienee  bad  shown  to  tbe  most  active  of  Iheia 
that  (bey  were  unsucceasful  competitors.  What 
was  the  consequence  1  They  had  endeavored  to 
interrupt  bv  force  or  stratagem,  that  predominant 
trade  wbicn  they  oould  not  ouido  or  equal  by  fair 
means.  In  tbe  havens  of  Britain  the  portchatges 
were  of  the  moat  exoibiunt  kind.  The  money 
paid  by  us  for  passing  their  light-bouses  was  ex- 
cessive. The  fees  for  performioK  quaraoiipe  were 
out  of  all  proportion  to  tbe  good  expected,  or  ser- 
vice done.  Convoy  duties  were  afso  frequently 
exacted  ;  and  the  custom-houses  colltoied  a  higher 
rate  of  charge  upon  merchandise  exported  to  the 
United  States  than  to  any  part  of  Kurope.  In 
addition  to  all  this,  the  cruisers  of  that  nation  bad 
made  the  moet  ungenerous  abuse  of  (be  power  of 
searching  our  vessels.  They  had  (aken  out  and 
impressed  into  thpir  service  emigrants  coitiing  to 
our  country.  They  had  violently  drawn  into 
their  service  our  seamen,  natives  of  our  land. 
Namralind  foreigners  bad  not  been  spared.  Our 
ftenlrality  bad  bau  violated  by  their  forcing  out 
inpieaaed  eitixans  to  ^bt  agaiiut  tbe  poliUcaL 


friends  of  their  country.  Our  ships  had  been  fre- 
quently detained  and  spoiled  oo  the  high  seas; 
and  theif  officers  and  crews  grossly  insulted.  Ves- 
sels bearing  (he  variegated  stripes  and  constellated 
Stan  of  our  Union  had  been  sent  to  distaot  Brit- 
ish ports  for  adjudication.  Cargoes  had  been  con- 
demned uniier  the  most  arbitrary  pretexts,  and 
our  merchants  and  underwriters,  by  the  process  of 
an  exparU  trial,  stripped  of  their  property.  Out 
por[s  had  been  blockaded.  The  public  authority 
ID  our  very  harbwa  had  been  defied,  and  the  arm- 
ed vessels  of  tbe  oation  bad  been  fired  at.  And, 
to  crown  the  whole,  tbe  same  nation,  instigated 
by  the  lil^e  jealous  and  invidious  consideration^ 
seem  bent  upon  piohibiting  our  carrying  trade  in 
colooial  produce,  and  resolved  to  reduce  ut  once 
more  to  the  dependence  of  provinces. 

Are  we,  sir,  already  come  to  this  7  You  [the 
Vice  President,  Mr.  C1.111TON,  was  in  the  Chair] 
well  remember  tbe  effects  wrought  by  the  iojuri* 
ous  proceedings  of  the  British  Parliament  in  1774. 
You  bore  a  noble  and  manly  part  in  tbe  struggles 
of  freemen  against  oppression  at  (bat  day.  Tuirty 

Sears  ago,  you  and  your  patriotic  associates  could 
irm  a  general  non-iniportation  agreement,  and, 
despising  the  luxuries  of  tbe  mother  country,  and 
superior  to  her  prowess,  you,  spirits  of  freedom, 
aobieveii  our  gloriotts  Revolndon,  If  the  case 
requires  it,  may  we  not  do  (bis  again  1  Ifwe  tnust 
cur(ail  our  commerce  by  our  own  statutes,  it  is 
certainly  a  belter  policy  to  retaliate  upon  an  ad- 
versary in  that  way,  than  to  abandon  to  her,  aa 
the  proposed  bill  ci'ntam plates,  a  lucrative  portion 
of  our  trade.  Surely,  laboring  as  we  do,  undei 
all  these  embarrassments,  a  proposition  for  lessen- 
lag  our  aavigation  and  forbidding  our  ships  t9 
frequent  the  open  ocean,  would  bardly  have  been 
expeoled  from  one  of  our  own  body. 

For  my  own  part,  said  Mr.  M.,  1  think  tbe  St. 
Domingo  commerce  is  no  great  thing  in  itself. 
We  might  do  exceedingly  well  without  it ;  and  I 
am  very  far  from  approving  tbe  means  by  which 
it  has  been  carried  00  ;  but  I  dislike  tbe  idea  of 
forbidding  it,  at  tbe  mandate  of  a  foreign  Power. 
Like  our  Revolutionary  patriots,  let  us  ptit  ouf 
foot  here,  and  hence  refuse  to  bodge.  I(  is  not 
tbi  Ds  to  legislate  at  the  nod  or  bidding  of  any  na- 
tion. I  hope  we  understand  our  buainess  beitei 
than  (o  registei  edicts  for  them ;  while  we  pay 
due  respect  to  others,  it  becomes  u*  also  to  respect 
ourselves.  The  precedent  is  a  dangerous  one.  If 
we  agree  lo  interdict  (his  intercourse,  we  may,  at 
the  next  session,  be  informed  that  we  ought  to 
withdraw  from  some  other  important  port  or  te- 
gioD.  When  we  are  found  lo  be  so  complying  10 
one  nation,  we  shall  ba  subjected  to  a  like  request 
or  meiace  from  another,  until,  sir,  our  flag  shall 
be  furled  in  one  foreign  port  after  another,  and 
nothing  be  left  us  but  the  coasting  trade  at  home. 
The  sad  coniequenoes  have  been  ably  portrayed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Saudei. 

There  was  another  reason  evincing  the  ansea- 
sonablenesB  of  the  proposition  at  tbe  present  time. 
This  was  a  disastrous  and  eventful  era  of  our 
commerce.    The  merchant*  in  every  seapoit  of 
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thenaiion  wereassemblinff  tocoQ^ider  their  losan 
from  ihe  rapacily  of  ibe  oelligerent  Povers,  and 
submit  them  to  ine  consideraiioo  of  Congress.  Ii 
would  be  better  lo  wait  for  the  statemenia  that 
such  a  practical  class  of  men  should  make.  Our 
judgments  nould  be  aided  by  the  facts  which 
their  memorials  would  contaJD. 

Mr.  M.  then  considered  Ibe  prohibition  in  the 
Consiiiutiou  an  Congress  as  to  the  laying  of  ex- 
port duties,  and  said  that  the  exportation  of  our 
domestic  productions,  so  necessary  to  our  country, 
and  so  cautiously  guarded,  ought  not  to  be  inter- 
rupled  by  say  spontaneous  regutatioui  of  oor  own. 
Re  was  an  advocate  for  (he  mare  liberum.  He 
wished  a  wide  and  open  market  for  the  beef,  pork, 
fish,  flour,  rice,  and  cotton,  of  the  country. 

He  then  adverted  ID  the  operation  which  a  re- 
« trained  commerce  would  hare  upon  agricultun 
With  the  ceasing  of  exports,  this  great  spring  1 
the  planter's  and  grazier's  industry  is  at  once  talce' 
away  ;  the  plough  would  stop ;  and  it  would  be 
melancholy  to  see  the  fair  and  euchaniing  face  of 
our  country  degenerate  to  the  savage  state,  and 

Jield  naught  but  the  unthrifty  crop  of  weeds  and 
rambles. 
Turning,  then,  lo  sbip-building  and  its  clusti 
of  attendant  trades  and  arts,  be  feared  that 
would  fall  into  neglect.   That  employment  which 
gives,  perhaps,  the  grandest  idea  of  the  skill  of 
man,  would  be  discontinued,  and  the  inhabitai 
of  our  seaports  be  forced  back  to  the  country 
keep  them  from  starving. 

Nor  was  this  revenue  to  be  omitted  in  the  en 
meration.     As  far  as  the  imports  from  Hayli  s 
consumed  by  our  citizens,  so  far  the  revenue 
aided;  and,  if  exported  under  drawback,  the  ci 
Tying  trade  is  helped  by  the  transportation,  and  the 
return  cargo,  whether  of  brandy,  wines,  hardware, 
or  dry  goods,  may  be  expected  lo  afford  an  ad 
lorem  or  specific  contribution  to  the  Treasury, 

A  word  or  two  concerning  the  situation  of 
France  in  this  affair.he  should  beg  leave  to  offer. 
The  coffee  and  sugar  of  that  prodiMtive  island 
had  reached  the  ports  of  that  empire  in  American 
bottoms.  And,  m  return,  the  produeiions  and 
manufactures  of  France  had  been  carried  by  the 
same  conveyance  to  the  revolted  colony  of  black 
freemen.  It  was  presumable  such  an  intercourse 
would  give  to  France  several  of  the  benefits  of  a 
direct  commerce.  And,  as  our  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion had  yielded  to  her  Ihe  sovereignty,  he  did  not 
think  that,  in  the  exciting  intermediate  stale  be- 
tween rebellion  and  revolmion  among  the  Hay- 
tians  France  had  any  just  cause  of  displeasure 
against  us.  If  she  had,  the  numberless  captures 
and  depredations  done  under  her  flag,  must  have 
given  ber  the  most  ample  saliafaclion.  Under 
these  impressions,  he  judged  it  neither  politic  nor 
necessary  to  legislate  further  on  the  subject,  and 
should,  consequently,  say  No  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  HiLLHODBE  said,  he  hoped  the  question 
would  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. because beecn' 
fidently  expected  there  would  be  a  great  majority 
of  the  Senate  opposed  to  giving  leave  to  bring  in 
the  hill,  for  he  considered  the  measure  not  only  as 
imf  roper,  but  as  ill-timed. 


We  are  informed,  by  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates  and  Ihe  documents  be- 
fore us,  that  depredations  are  made  on  our  com- 
merce on  all  quarters,  and  our  citizens  not  only 


well  kootvu  that  Congress  have  received  confi* 
dential  eommanic aliens  from  ibe  President,  and 
are  deliberalins  with  closed  doors.  The  general 
expectation  is  that  somethingeoergeiicandspirited 
will  be  done  in  defence  of  our  neutral  rights  ftnd 
national  honor.  How  great  will  be  the  surprise 
if  the  first  step  taken  by  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  is  found  to  be  a  farther  restriction,  or  a  total 
prohibition,  of  a  lawful  and  lucrative  branch  of 
our  commerce  1  As  to  restricting  or  prohibiting 
this  trade  to  St.  Domingo  (which  no  senlleinan 
has  produced  a  single  authority  from  the  law  of 
nations  to  prove  to^e  unlawful)  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  our  citizens  from  the  personal  insults 
and  ioiuries  to  which  they  are  exposed  in  the 
West  ladies,  be  could  not  approve  it;  a  more 
proper  and  dignified  course  be  thought  would  be 
to  send  armed  ships  into  those  seas,  to  capture  or 
demolish  those  bucaniers  and  pirates,  who  rob  U* 
of  our  property,  and  insult  and  murder  our  citi- 
zens. They  are  a  banditti  whom  no  nation  wiil 
own,  or  admit,  to  be  acting  under  their  authority, 
though  sailing  under  their  flag,  and  whom  it  is 
not  in  the  power  of  such  nation  to  restrain. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  has  told  us  that 
the  conflict  in  St.  Domingo  is  that  of  masters  at- 
tempting to  reclaim  their  slaves,  and  that  if  the 
United   States  suffer  the  trade  to  be  carried  on, 


French  will  transport  those  negroes  by  thousands 
to  the  shores  of  Sooth  Carolina  and  Georgia,  to 
the  endangering  ihe  lives  of  the  citizens  ofthose 
States.  This  Mr.  H.  considered  as  a  bugbear,  with 
which  we  ought  not  to  be  frightened,  for,  as  lo 
ihe  warfare  in  St.  Domingo  being  a  mere  coa- 
flici  between  master  and  slave,  it  will  be  well  re- 
membered (hat  the  French  Republic  long  ago 
liberated  all  the  slaves  io  that  inland,  and  declared 
them  free.  As  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
ms  and  military  stores  to  the  enemies 
.  the  law  of  nations  has  declared  the 
penally,  which  is  a  forfeilnie  of  the  properly,  and 
Ihe  United  Siaiea  can  in  no  way  be  implicated 
thereby.  And  as  to  France  landing  those  negroes 
on  our  shores,  he  said  there  was  power,  and  he 
believed  there  would  be  found  a  disposition  in  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  repel  such  an  insult ; 
for  if  we  cannot  prevent  France  or  any  other 
Power  from  invading  our  territory  and  iosultiog 

national  honor,  by  landingtheir  outcasts  upon 

shores,  we  shall  no  longer  deaerve  the  name 

n  independent  nation. 

[r.  Jacebon,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr. 
MiTcBtLL,  confessed  he  had  seen  no  official  doca- 
,  other  than  whal  Ibe  honorable  mover  bad 
read,  but  he  bad  seen  at  Newcastle,  in  Delaware, 
_  whole  fleet  bound  lo  SL  Domingo,  to  force  a 
trade  which  even  capuins  of  vessels,  true  Amaii- 
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cans,  cried  shame  on.  That  the  hooorable  gea- 
tlemaD  had  called  out,  why  bad  not  the  moTer 
brought  forward  a  resolatioo  against  Britain  or 
soma  otbet  Power  who  had  committed  depreda- 
tioas  OD  our  commerce!  Mr.  J.  said  he  wished 
to  begin  here,  by  ptCTenllng  our  own  merchants 
frora  doiog  injury  to  other  nalions,  and  then  to 
strike  at  those  who  insulted  us.  He  for  himself 
w^s  prepared  and  willing  to  attack  Ihe  first  Power 
irho  had  insulted  xxs  with  far  more  superior  weap- 
ons thai)  arming  our  ships.  He  was  aa  agricul- 
tural man,  and  would  suffer  with  [he flout  makers; 
but  he  would  call  on  the  honorable  gentlemaa 
either  from  Marflond,  from  New  York,  from 
Massachusetts,  or  Connecticut,  to  strike  at  Great 
Britain  or  any  other  nation  who  had  injured  us-, 
by  a  resolutioQ  of  profaibicion  of  trade  or  inter- 
course, and  he  was  the  man  who  would  secood  it 
and  keep  it  on  till  the  injuring  nation  should 
peccavi — keep  it  on  oue  twelvemonth,  and  you 
would  sea  them  all  at  your  feel.  Look  at  ihe 
Legislature  of  Jamaica  peiJiianiDg  their  Governor 
from  lime  to  time  for  American  intercourse.  Look 
at  Trinidad,  the  same,  in  a  slate  of  famine.  Sir. 
Tre  have  no  favors  lo  ask  the  nations  of  ibe  earth ; 
ibey  must  ask  them  of  us,  or  (heir  West  India 
colonies  must  siarre. 

That  however,  with  respect  to  documents,  be 
would  inform  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  that 
be  bad  seen,  though  not  official,  a  letter  from  Gten- 
eial  Ferrand,  Governor  orSLDomingo,aDd  which 
was  published  in  all  the  principal  newspapers  of 
the  United  States,  complaioiBg  lo  the  French 
Qovernment  on  this  subject,  and  layinf  all  the 


to  term  tbem  bugbears,  but  had  raised  up  a 
number  of  his  own  to  prevent  the  passing  of  the 
bill— he  had  drawn  art"'  ■" 


blame  to  the  American  Government,  if  not 
direct,  in  Ihe  most  severe  indirect  terms.  That 
as  to  the  total  separation  of  the  self-created  Em- 
peror and  nation  of  Hayti,  and  its  independeoce 
of  the  parent  country,  and  under  which  geatle- 
men  declared  our  rights  of  trade  founded  on  the 
laws  of  nations— [he  lat«  attack  on  that  General 
by  the  Emperor  proved  it  did  not  exist:  he  was 
defeated,  hta  army  scattered  and  driven  to  the 
mouniainaj  that  Ferraod  held  the  island  as  PTench 
Governor  for  the  French  nation,  and  the  separa- 
tion was  not  Bucb  aa  to  warrant  the  arguments 
used  for  a  right  to  trade.  It  would  be  afatal  ar- 
gument used  against  us  as  respected  our  South- 
ern Sutes  by  other  Powers.  On  the  same  grounds, 
a  parael  of  runaways  and  outcasts  from  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  to  the  amount  of  some 
hundreds,  now  collected  on  or  near  the  Okefo- 
Bokee  swamp  in  Georgia,  might  he  termed  an  in- 
dependent societv ;  or  if  an  insurrection  took  place 
in  those  Slates,  ine  rebellions  horde,  on  crealinK  bo 
emperor,  be  supplied  with  arras  and  ammunition, 
Bsa  separate  and  independent  nation.  This,  as  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  been 

f leased  to  term  his  fears  bugbears,  might  be  no 
ugbearto  him.^fe  and  remote  from  the  scene 
of  action,  near  New  Haven ;  but  it  was  a  serious 
bugbear  to  him  and  would  be  to  the  whole  soulh- 
ern  country,  where  (he  horrid  scenes  of  that  isl- 
and would  be  reacted,  their  property  destroyed, 
and  their  families  mtusacred.  The  honorable 
gantleman  front  New  York,  too,  had  been  pleased 


this  small  part  of  the  commercial  world 
was  interdicted.  Commerce  was  to  languish  and 
agriculture  lo  be  annihilated — our  fields  were  10 
grow  up  in  briers  and  thorns,  and  even  verdnra 
to  disappear.  Mr.  J.  said  he  did  not  believe  this. 
The  United  States,  if  all  the  Powers  on  earth 
were  opposed  to  us,  had  wiihin  herself  enough  lo 
eat,  to  drink,  and  lo  clothe  her  citizens ;  this  was 
not  the  ease  with  other  Powers.  Not  a  nation  ex- 
isted, which  had  West  India  colonies,  but  was 
more  or  less  dependent  on  us,  and  could  not  do 
without  us — they  must  come  to  oar  terms  or  starve. 
On  wiih  your  embargo,  and  in  nine  months  thef 
must  lay  at  your  feet.  It  was  certain  that  we 
should  suffer  for  that  time,  but  he  was  willing, 
and  he  knew  the  Southern  country  willing  to  sub- 
mit to  it ;  and  al  ibe  end  of  it  our  fields  would  re- 
sume their  usual  verdure,  and  the  thorns  and  bri- 
ers be  rooted  out. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland  had 
told  us  of  the  blockade  of  Cadiz,  and  that  Hispan- 
iola  was  the  only  vent  now  for  our  flour ;  but  he 
believed  even  the  blockade  of  Cadiz  was  not  so 
strict  in  that  respect,  as  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  mentioned ;  he  would  read  a  line  from  Lord 
Mulgrave  to  Mr.  Monroe  on  that  head.  [Here  Mr. 
J.readpar[orit,butfound  it  more  strict  than  he  had 
thou^ghtj  and  gave  that  point  up.]  But  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, said  Mr.  J.,  is  Cadiz  ihe  only  market  in  Bo- 
rope  for  our  flourl  From  the  Tezel  to  the  Baltic 
and  Mediterranean,  there  are  hundreds  of  ports  at 
which  oui  flour  is  vented. 

Mr.  J.  mads  a  number  of  other  remarks,  and 
concluded  that  he  thought  (he  passage  of  (he  bill 
absolutely  necessary,  for  the  honor  and  safety  of 
tbe  country;  and  as  to- the  information  he  had  re- 
ceived from  a  late  celebrated  French  General,  it 
was  corroborated  by  the  acts  of  Le  Clerc  and 
Rochambeau  themselves.  That  (he  most  daring 
brigands  were  forced  by  those  officers  on  board 
American  vessels,  the  captains  of  which  were 
compelled  to  bring  them  to  the  United  States, 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  iheir  own  country.  iThi* 
had  been  a  matter  of  serious  alarm,  not  only  to 
tbe  Southern  States,  but  to  the  Middle  and  North- 
States.  At  any  rate,  he  hoped  the  bill  would 
be  received  if  it  was  only  to  inform  merchants 
trading  to  Hiepaniola,  of  tbe  sense  of  Congress, 
that  the  trade  must  cease;  (his  was  the  point  o& 
which  the  slave  bill  had  been  received.  That  he 
wished  (o  begin  wi(h  this  (rade  first,  and  he  be- 
lieved striking  at  that  was  striking  ai  ihe  British, 
for  he  had  been  informed  at  Newcastle  Ibal  the  St. 
Domiopo  fleet,  then  (here,  was  owned  by  British 
merchants,  and  suppiied  from  British  capi(al,  under 
tbe  proieciion  of  our  flag,  which  had  to  bear  all 
the  disgrace  of  this  illicit  traffic. 

I.  Smith. — I  am  not  concious,  Mr.  Presi- 
deni,  that  I  said,  (as  charged  by  the  honorable 
mover,)  (hat  the  trade  to  St.  Domingo  was  the 
only  greai,  tbe  only  important  commerce  of  the 
Uuitui  States.    It  was  an  assertion  that  it  waa 
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not  ^laibls  I  coald  tuve  made.  I  did,  howcTei, 
eonsideF  it  &  branch  of  coenmerce  highly  import- 
ant to  the  United  States,  JDasmuch  as  that  itlaod 
doea  drawrroio  u<  all  itsprovisiotiiof  evervkiad; 
iU  cloihJDg  and  luxuries:  ibal  is,  ^hat  hall  a  mil- 
lion of  people  are  almost  exclusirelf  supplied 
with  all  their  wanta  by  the  commerce  and  agri- 
euliuie  of  the  United  States;  and  that  good  rea- 
(oni  should  be  assigned  before  we  ought  to  be  in- 
duced to  relinquith  so  imponant  a  branch.  I  did 
Mate  that  flour,  salted  beet  and  pork,  fish,  rice,  and 
tobacco,  furnished  a  cousideraole  portion  of  the 
means  with  which  that  commerce  wai  pursued; 
and  that  if  interdicted,  it  would  have  a  netious 
openttioD  on  the  prices  of  some  of  them.  The 
gentleman  from  Georgfia  has  supposed  that  there 
-woold  be  a  snfficieot  outlet  for  our  dour  in  the 
foni  betwfen  the  Tezel  and  the  Baltic.  Those 
ports,  Mr.  President,  export  wbieat;  I  never  knew 
a  barrel  of  flour  shipped  trom  the  United  States, 
to  either  of  them— iheyareourcompetiiors.  Mr. 
President,  we  are  advised  hf  the  name  honorable 
Mniletnao  to  begin  by  interdicting  this  trade,  and 
then  proceed  on  to  those  who  have  oppressed  our 
commerce.  This,  sir.  Is  a  curious  mode,  to  begio 
to  interdict  the  trade  to  those  against  whom  the 
United  States  have  no  cause  of  complaint,  that 
we  may  be  justified  in  breaking  our  commercial. 
reUtioDs  with  those  who  have  oppressed  our  trade 
in  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 

The  honorable  mover  has  said,  let  as  look  at 
our  commerce  and  see  how  it  is  affected.  I  wish 
the  gentleman  had  done  us  that  favor — he  men- 
Uoned  the  East  Indies,  but  tbete  he  stopped  short, 
and  left  to  each  of  us  to  look -at  our  commerce  in 
our  own  way,  without  the  promised  beueflt  of 
his  instruction.  I  will,  Mr.  President,  take  leave 
to  present  to  the  Senate,  a  short  view  of  some  of 
its  branches.  That  to  the  East  Indies,  has  heen 
conducted  in  two  ways — the  one,  hy  exporting 
specie,  and  purehasiag  therewith  the  cotton  goods 
of  the  British  doraiaioos;  the  teas,  china,  andnan- 
keens  of  China ;  the  sugar,  coflee,  and  pepper,  of 
the  Dutch,  French,  and  native  possessions:  the 
other  mode,  by  shipping  from  Europe  the  goods 
beat  suited  for  India,  and  vestioe  their  proceeds  in 
the  articles  already  stated,  with  which  our  ships 
proceed  lo  some  port  in  Europe,  or  return  home 
direct.  The  most  beneficial  part  of  this  com- 
merce ia  now  interdicted  with  Great  Britain. 
Her  King  says  (and  his  admiralty  conrt  obeys) 
that  the  sliips  of  the  United  States  shall  not  carry 
OB  a  trade  id  the  time  of  war  to  the  colony  of  bis 
enemies,  not  permitted  by  such  enemy  in  time  o[ 
peace.  From  this  general  rule,  he  has  (as  be 
aays^as  matter  of  fa voi  relaxed  at  different  times. 
During  the  last  war,  he  relaxed  so  far  as  to  per- 
mit neutrals  to  carry  from  their  own  country  to 
the  colony  of  his  enemy,  and  return  direct  to  the 
nation  of  the  neutral  ships,  where  he  insisted  that 
■he  carso  must  be  landed;  but  consented  that  it 
might  he  reahipped  in  the  same  or  any  other  ship 
for  anv  pott  in  Europe  or  elsewhere.  But  be  ab- 
aolutely  forbid  us  to  go  with  our  careoes  fro&i 
India  to  any  other  country  in  Europe  than  Great 
Biitam. 


He  has,  Mr.  Presideot,  since  the  war,  with- 
drawn a  part  of  that  high  favor;  and  now  the 
ships  of  the  United  Stales  are  interdicted  bv 
Great  Britain  from  proceeding  from  Europe  wita 
goods  to  any  pan  of  the  East  Indies.  Nay,  it  is 
the  opinion  of  oae  of  Iheit  most  learned  doctors  of 
law,  that  it  would  even  be  dangerous  for  our  ships 
to  proceed  from  Europe  to  the  Elast  Indies  irilh 
specie.  He  has  interdicted  us  from  proceeding 
from  hii  enemieB'coIony,andfromihe  East  Indies 
generally  even  to  his  own  ports  in  Europe,  or 
from  one  port  in  the  East  Indies  to  another}  he 
denies  us  toe  liberty  of  exporting  the  articles  im- 
ported rulo  the  United  States  from  his  enemies' 
colony  in  the  same  ships  in  which  they  were  import- 
ed, (although  the  same  be  landed  and  the  duties 
paid,)  or  even  in  any  other  ship,  for  accotmt  of  the 
person  who  was  the  Importer.  From  this  view 
It  will  appear,  that  our  India  trade  is  greatly  re- 
stricted. Thus  it  has  lost  part  of  its  importance. 
An  important  branch  of  our  commerce  was.  In 
time  of  peaccL  to  Cadiz,  with  flour,  part  of  which 
flour  was  resbipped  by  a  company  to  Cuba;  that 
trade  ceased  with  the  war.  Great  Britain  blockades 
Cadiz,  and  condemasour  ships  that  attempt  to  go  in. 
We  supply  Cuba  with  flour,  rice,  and  salted  meat; 
and  bring  from  thence  sugar,  molasses,  &c.  This 
trade  Great  Britain  as  yet  permits  (through  ber 
Kreat  benevolence)  provided  you  go  to  and  come  , 
from  the  single  port  of  Havana;  hut  condemns  | 
your  ships  if  they  are  found  coming  from  any  | 
other  port  in  the  island.  For  this  pittance  oi* 
trade  to  Havana  we  are  at  the  mercy  of  Great 
Britain.  She  may  (agreeably  to  her  law  of  na- 
tions) deprive  us  of  it  at  any  momen^  and  if  WQ 
can  judge  of  what  she  will  do,  by  woat  she  has 
done,  we  must  eipect  she  will  (without  notice) 
cause  all  our  ships. found  trading  with  the  colony 
of  her  enemy,  to  be  seized — her  courts  will  con- 
Great  Britain  has  interdicted  or  molested  out 
trade  to  St.  Domingo.  It  was  left  for  the  honor- 
able mover  to  propose  to  deprive  his  country  of 
that  valuable  branch  of  our  commerce,  and  he 
says  it  out  of  coinplimeot  to  what  he  supposes  to 
be  the  desire  of  France.  He  shows  us  no  docu- 
ment to  induce  ua  to  betievethat  nation  would  wish 
it.  Judgiog  (as  I  do)  from  what  would  be  .the 
interest  of  France,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that 
she  will  not  be  obliged  to  the  mover,  h  is  her 
interest  that  Great  Britain  should  not  have  the 
benefit  of  the  commerce  of  St.  Domii^.  If  we 
interdict  this  trade.  Great  Britain  will  have  the 
whole;  she  will  have  the  mouopoly  which  she 
asked,  and  which  Dessalines  refused  to  give  her; 
and  she  will  then  aid  him  against  Ferrand — block- 
ade the  city  of  Sl  Domingo  hy  sea,  while  the 
blacks  attaca  him  by  land.  General  Ferrand  may 
in  such  case  soon  be  starved  into  submisaioa. 
The  supplying  that  island  and  drawing  all  hei 
valuable  products  into  England,  will  enable  Great 
Britain  to  pay  a  handsome  annual  subsidy  to  any 
nf  the  Powers  of  Europe.  The  interdiction  of 
our  trade  will  enrich  England  and  do  no  benefit 
to  France.  What  effect  may  It  produce,  as  it  re- 
spects us,  ia  a  seiioiis  que.stioji,    I  fear  it  will 
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create  ftnothei  piratical  Power.  The  Haytians 
will  hare  pioTisions  if  ihey  are  to  be  found  on 
the  ocean  ;  the  interdiction  will  he  considered  bv 
them  as  the  declaration  of  war,  the  worst  of  all 
wars ;  a  war  with  a  view  to  starve  them.  They 
will  send  out  their  vessels  of  war,  {for  ihey  have 
armed  vessels,)  [hey  will  lake  yoar  unarmed  ships 
bound  to  Jamaica,  to  the  Spanish  Main,  to  Cur- 
racoa,  and  molest  your  trade  to  Cuba  ;  ihey  are 
upon  the  high  road  of  your  trade  from  Euiope  to 
]>Iew  Orleans;  they  will  destroy  it ;  you  will  com- 
pel them  to  be  a  maritime  power ;  they  will  toon 
make  it  necessary  for  you  to  surround  their  island 
with  an  armed  fleet.  But,  it  will  be  asked,  of  what 
Bdvantage  is  our  having  the  trade  to  the  mother 
country  (France.)  1  have  already  stated  that  wb 
prevent  its  wealth  from  going  to  ner  enemy ;  hut 
this  is  not  the  only  advantage — our  ships  carry  to 
France  the  coffee  we  draw  from  St.  Domingoj  the 
cotiODj  rice,  and  tobacco  of  our  country,  and  re- 
ceive in  return  the  wines,  brandy,  soap,  and  dry 
goods  of  Prance,  which  are  landed  in  the  United 
States  and  fonn  a  large  proportion  of  the  cargoes 
sent  to  that  island.  Thus  then  France  (in  truth) 
supplies  "as  formerly"  the  people  of  St.  Domingo 
with  its  manufactures  and  products,  to  the  enricn- 
ing  of  that  nation.  The  moueot'we  stop  that 
trade,  France  will  furnish  no  more.  Great  Bri- 
tain will  supply  the  whole.  The  Haytians  will 
find  supplies,  whether  we  are  the  carriers  or  not; 
their  coBee  will  procure  them  all  they  want;  we 
shall  be  exposed  to  the  necessity  of  keeping  an  ei- 
pensive  fleet;  Great  Britain  will  be  enriched, and 
France  will  lose  the  advantage  in  which  she  now 

Krtakes.  These  are  same  of  the  reasons  thai 
ve  induced  me  to  presume  that  the  silence  of 
France  is  owing  to  her  knowledge  of  the  conse- 
quences that  would  result  from  our  interdicting 
that  trade. 

The  gentleman  ought  to  have  informed  os  of 
(he  consequences  that  may  resalt  to  our  finances 
from  his  plan ;  bad  he  informed  himself,  he  would, 
1  must  believe,  have  hesitated.  Sir,  it  will  lake 
from  the  United  States  a  revenue  of  at  least  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annnm.  Let  gen- 
tlemen took  to  the  report  from  the  Treasury,  they 
will  there  see  ibat  oar  neutral  position— in  other 
words,  our  carrying  for  other  nations — haa  given 
tis  a  revenae  of  two  millions  per  anDuin  for  three 

Cars  of  the  last  Presidential  term.  TheyeariaOS. 
ing  a  year  of  peace,  our  revenue  fell  abort  of 
the  average  product  of  the  other  three  yean  to 
that  amount.  St.  Dominso  contrihnted  at  leait 
the  sum  mentioned  (I  ihinli  much  more)  towards 
th«te  two  milkons  gained  by  the  carrying  trade., 
I  again  beg  leave  to  mention  that  we  are  asked 
to  tnnke  ibis  sacrifice  wiAout  being  (so  far  as  we 
know)  requested  thereto,  either  by  our  own  Qov- 
enment  or  that  of  France. 

After  a  few  replioaiory  remaib  from  Mr,  Lo- 
OAH,  the  coBsideniiim  of  the  subject  was  post- 
poned to  Hoaday, 

MoNoari  December  23. 


To  the  Stnale  and  Houm  of 

Repreientatitet  of  the  Untied  Sliile$  : 

The  Governor  and  PiaiJing  Jcdge  of  the  Territory 
of  Mitbigun  have  made  a  report  to  me  of  the  state  of 
that  Teiritorr ;  ipTeral  matters  in  which ,  being  within 
the  reach  of  LegislatiTg  anthori^  only.  I  Inj  the  report 
before  Congreia.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

DiciMBia  99,  180G. 

The  Message  and  report  therein  mentioned  were 
read,  and  referred  to  Messrs,  Tkact,  WonTBiita- 
TON,  and  BALnwm,  to  consider  end  report  thereon. 

TnEBDAY,  December  24. 

Mr.  LooAN  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia,  signed  Thomaa  Fitzsimmons,  Chairnuit, 
staling  the  expediency  of  enlarsiog  the  piras  ti- 
ready  constructed  in  the  river  Deuware,  and  of 
adding  to  their  number,  as  well  as  of  preventing 
obstructiona  from  piers  heretofore  sunk  for  de- 
fence; and  praying  the  interposition  of  Coogrcw 
to  extend  the  provisions  of  a  law  of  the  Stale  oi 
Pennsylvania  to  certain  iteighboring  Slaiei,  pto- 
porlionally  benefitted  by  the  navigation  of  tba 
river  Di^laware  ;  and  the  memciial  was  read,aiid 
ordered  lo  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  eatiiled  "An  act  supplemeniary  to  the 
act  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  claima 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  the  payment  of  which  has  been 
assumed  by  the  United  States  by  virtue  of  the 
coDveoiian  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803.  between  the 
United  Stales  and  the  French  Republic,"  was  read 
the  second  lime,  an  ([.referred  to  Messrs, Mitcbili, 
SuiTR  of  Maryland,  and  Bbadley,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled,  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating  foreign  coind, 
and  foe  other  purposes,'  as  is  contained  in  the 
second  section  thereof,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Anderson,  Tbact,  anti 
Adams,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making 
a  load  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, 10  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  was  considered  aa  m 
Committee  of  the  Whole  ;  and  being  reported  to 
the  House  without  amendment, 

Ordered  Thai  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  LoQAK  submitted  tne  following  motion : 

"  Rctohtd,  That  the  Freaidentof  the  United  State* 
be  requested  to  cams  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  snch 
documents  and  papers,  or  other  information,  as  ore  in 
his  posseaaion,  relative  to  complEunts  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  against  the  commerce  carried  on  bj 
the  citizens  of  the  United  State*  to  the  French  ialaud 
of  St.  Domingo." 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  lie  for  copsideratioD. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
this  day  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  making  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  Statea 
on  the  Government  of  Prance,  the  payment  of 
which  has  been  assumed  by  the  United  States  \^ 
virtne  of  the  Convention  of  the  30th  of  April, 
1803,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 
I      Ordered,  That  this  hilt  pass  to  the  third  rewUng. 
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Fbidat,  December  27. 

Tbe  Seoate  resumed  tbe  motion  made  od  the 
24tl)  iDsUni,  [hat  they  be  furoisbed  with  certain 
docuiDeDts  respeclioff  ibe  commerce  carried  on  bv 
tbe  citizeoa  of  the  Uoited  Slates  to  the  FreDcn 
island  of  Si-  Domingo  {  and 

Retolved,  Tliat  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  such  documents  Bod  papers,  oi  other  infor- 
Q  his  possession,  relatire  to  com- 


States  to  [be  French  island  of  St.  Domingo. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  [his  resoluiton 
before  the  President  of  [he  Uoited  S[ates. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  [he 
Pbesident  of  tbe  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  Hmat  of 

Repraenlativet  of  the  Untied  State*  .■ 

I  lay  before  Congrem  a  report  of  (he  Buitcjoi  of  the 
Public  Building!,  itatiiig  [tie  progreu  aide  on  them 
dnringthe  last  Mawni,  and  wbat  maybe  eipeeled  [o  be 
aceompUahed  in  the  eniuing  one. 

Die.  S7,  1806.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

The  Message  and  report  therein  referred  to  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  coasideraiion. 

Tue  Phesident  communicated  a  letter  and  re- 
por[  from  the  Secre[ar7  of  the  Treasury,  in  pur- 
mance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  of 
March  1bs[;  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
for  consi  derail  on. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Rep  re  sea  la  tires 
informed  the  Senate  (bat  [he  House  have  passed 
«  bill,  eniitled  "An  act  for  tfie  relief  of  Edward 
Toppan.  George  Jenkins,  and  William  Currier;" 
in  wnich  bill  (hey  desire  tbe  concurrence  of  the 

Tbe  bill  was  read  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

Tbe  bill  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making 
K  road  from  Cumberland,  in  tbe  Slate  of  Mary- 
land, to  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  read  the  third  lime ; 
Ud  the  blanks  having  been  filled, 

Raolved,  That  ihisbill  pass,  (hat  il  be  engrossed, 
ftnd  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  to  regulate 
the  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumber- 
Und,  in  the  Stale  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of 
Ohio." 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  (he 
act  making  provision  for  tbe  payment  of  claims 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  GoTern- 
ment  of  France,  the  payment  of  which  has  been 
assumed  by  the  United  States,  by  virtue  ot  the 
Convention  of  the  30ih  of  Aptil,  1803,  between 
the  United  Stales  and  the  French  Republic,"  was 
md  (he  third  time  and  amended. 

Bewdvtd,  That  (his  bill  past  with  ameDdments. 

MoNDAT,  December  30. 
The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ed- 
ward Toppan,  Oeorge  Jenkins,  and  William  Cur- 
rier," was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  (o 
Hessrs.  Bbadlbv,  Baldwih,  and  Mi 
•oniider  and  report  thereoD. 


ToEsnAV,  December  31. 

A  messB^e  from  [he  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  tbai  (he  Hou^e  have  nassed 
a  bill,  entitled  "Ad  acl  to  provide  for  light-houses 
in  Long  Island  Sound,  and  to  declare  Rozbury, 
in  the  State  of  Massaohusells,  lo  be  a  port  of  de- 
livery;" in  which  bill  they  desire  (be  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurreuce  iras 
read,  and  ordered  to  tne  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Philip  L.  Jones,  and  others,  counsellors  at 
law,  and  practilioners  at  the  bar  of  the  Supreme 
JudLcial  Court  of  the  Territory  of  New  Urleans, 
staling  certain  eitraordirary  services  performed 
by  the  presiding  judge,  J.  B.  PrevosI,  and  praying- 
a  remuneration  to  him  iherefur;  also,  on  increase 
of  (he  compensation  provided  by  law  to  the  Pre- 
sidiog^and  Associate  Judges  of  the  said  Court; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Shith,  of  Maryland,  ANnERSOH,  and  Tbact,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  ANnERBOH  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
House  of  Represeniaiives  of  the  Territory  of 
New  Orleans,  praying  an  alteration  in  the  law 
passed  at  the  las[  session  of  Congress  in  respect  to 
the  titles  of  lands  in  that  territory;  also,  some  ad- 
ditional provisions  by  law  for  encouraging  the 
culture  of  sugar,  and  for  the  establishment  of  pub- 
lic schools ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred (o  .Messrs.  AitDEXBuM;  Tbacv,  Baldwin, 
Bbadley,  and  Adams,  (o  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Thurbuav,  January  2, 1806. 
The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  lo  provide  for  light- 
houses in  Long  Island  Sound,  and  to  declare  Rox~ 
bury,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  a  port 
of  delivery,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Mitcbill,  Smitb,  of  Maryland, 
and  HiLLHooaE,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Fridat,  January  3. 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wa» 
referred,  on  the  19th  December  last  (he  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Theodorick  Armit- 
tead,"  reported  tbe  bill  -without  amendment. 

He  also  communicated  a  written  report  on  Ibe 
tame  subject,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  lie 
for  consideraiion. 

Mr.  MiTOBiLL,  from  the  commit(ee  lowborn 
was  yesterday  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  li7h(-houses  in  Long  Island  Sound, 
and  to  declare  Kozbury,  in  the  State  of  Mass^ 
chusetlf,  to  be  a  port  of  delivery,"  reported  the 
hill  without  amendment 

Ordertd,  That  the  consideraiioa  thereof  b« 
postponed. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  repoit 
of  tbe  Secreury  of  the  Treasury  of  the  27lh  of 
December  last,  made  in  pursnance  of  (heir  resolu- 
lion  of  the  2d  of  March,  1805;  and. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Smitb. 
of  Maryland,  Adaub,  Tract,  Mitcbill,  and 
Baldwin,  to  coiuider  and  report  (hereon. 
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MoNDAT,  Jaauary  6. 
Mr.  MiTCHiLL  presented  the  memorial  of  ihe 
merchanls  of  the  ciiy  of  New  York,  Btatinf  the 
minoua  consequences  to  the  eomnierce  of  Ihe 
United  States,  by  the  assampiion  of  new  princi- 
ples in  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  constructioa  of 
the  Admiraily  Couits  of  Great  Briiiin;  a' 
inlawfal  and   pira  ' 


s  of  the  pro- 
perty of  the  AmericaD  citizens  in  tbe  West  In- 
dies, and  even  on  our  own  coasts;  and,  also,  the 
defenceless  state  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  praying'  the  immediate  ioter- 
posiiion  of  Congress ;  and  toe  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Mitcbill,  Smith,  of  Ma- 
ryland, Aot.ua,  Anderson,  and  Tbacv,  to  coH' 
aider  and  report  thereon,  and  that  the  memorial 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  ihe  Seoate. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  petition 
of  Oeorge  Rapp  and  others,  the  Society  of  Har- 
mony, in  Butler  county,  and  natives  of  Wurtem- 
burg,  in  Germany,  praying  a  grant  of  land  for 
the  collivatioa  of  tb«  rine,  and  for  the  eitablish- 
meni  of  certain  manufactories;  also,  thai  the  time 
of  payment  for  a  tract  of  land  beretofore  pur- 
chased of  the  United  States  may  be  proiracied, 
for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition  ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Ma- 
ryland, Bradley,  and  Wortbinotoh,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Shitb.  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  board  of  trustees,  appointed  to  superin- 
tend the  education  of  youth  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, praying^  the  aid  of  Congress  in  procuring 
certain  lots,  suitable  for  the  erection  of^an  acad- 
emy; also,  that  a  lottery  may  be  granted  for  the 
encouragenient  of  tbe  in.<>it(utioDi  and  the  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  Loqan,  and  Moore,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Tba  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  lighl- 
bouse)  in  Long  Island  Sound,  and  to  declare  Rox- 
buiy,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  a  pott 
of  delivery,  was  resumed,  the  bill  reported  to  (he 
House,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Bradlet,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  30ih  December  last,  tbe  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Toppao, 
George  Jenkins,  and  William  Currier,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Tuesday,  January  7. 

Jaubb  Tdbkeb,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislfttnre  of  (be  State  of  North  Carolina,  for  the 
term  of  six  years,  from  the  third  of  Mnrcti,  1805, 
produced  his  credentials,  which  were  read;  and 
the  oath  prescribed  by  law  baring  been  adminis- 
tered, he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  (he 
bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Theodorick 
Armisteady  as  in  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  and, 
the  said  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  House, 
on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  the  third 
readiogl  it  was  determintd  in  the  oegative— yeas 
5,nays  21,  u  follow* - 


YiAi — Meson.  Hoore,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 

TermonC,  Thruiton,  and  WiigbL 

Nils— Messra.  Ailsir,  Ailami,  Anderson,  Baldwin, 
Bisdlej,  Candit,  Fenner,  Gilman,  Hitlhouae,  Kitchel, 
Logan,  Macls)',  Mitchill,  Fickering,  Plumer,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Sumler,  Tracy,  Turner,  White,  and  Worth- 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  light- 

■uses  in  Long  htand  Sound,  and  to  declare  Roz- 

bury,  in  the  State  of  Massac  liuseltfi,  to  be  ■  port  of 

'  livery,"  was  read  ihe  third  time  and  amended. 

ResMved,  Thai  this  bill  do  pass  witli  an  amend' 

Adamb  presented  the  petition  of  Benjamin 
Hichbotne  and  others.  Directors  of  Ihe  New  Bug- 
laad  Mississippi  Land  Company,  in  behalf  nf 
themselves  and  their  associates,  stating  claims  lo 
-~rtain  tracts  of  land  mentioned  in  their  petition, 
d  praying  Congress  to  adopt  measures  for  their 
mpensation;  also  the  petition  of  James  Snlliran 
and  others,  agents  for  the  purchasers  of  lands  un- 
der the  Stale  of  Geornia,  praying  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  their  claims ;  and  the  petitions  were 

Ordered,  That  (hey  severally  lie  on  (he  table. 

Mr.  Scuter  preseoted  the  memorial  of  Joseph 
Rippen,  in  behalf  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  Com- 
pany, on  the  same  subject;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 

II,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Toppan,  George  Jenkins,  and  William  Cuiiier;" 
ano,  after  debate,  the  Senate  adjouiaed. 

Wednesday,  January  8. 

Mr.  LooAN  presented  the  petition  of  Oliver 
Evans,  stating  (hat  he  has  invented  many  usefol 
improvemen(s  in  the  art  of  manufacturing  flotu 
or  meal,  for  which  he  obtained  a  patent  on  the 
19th  of  January  1791,  and  which  expired  in  Jan- 
uary last,  and  prayins  an  extension  of  bis  patent, 
for  reasons  stated  in  his  petition;  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LooAN  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Levis  and  Hugh  Maxwell,  staling  that  they  hare 
on  handanumber  of  copies  of  tbe  journals  of  Con- 
sress  under  tbe  Confederation,  eomoionly  called 
Folwell's  edition,  which  they  will  dtspoee  of  for 
the  use  of  the  public ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  (o  Messrs.  Logan,  Bradley,  aod 
Baldwin,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Seoate  resumed  (he  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  Ihe  relief  of  Edward 
Toppan,  George  Jenkins,  and  William  Currier," 
and  the  bill  baTiog  been  reported  to  the  Houae. 
on  the  qtiealion,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  the  third 
timel  it  wai  determined  in  the  negaiire— yea*  6, 
nay*  17,  as  followi: 

Tail — Means.  Adsms,  Penner,  QQinaD,  HDIhoaM, 
Mitchill,  Piekeiing,  Smith  of  Marvland,  Smith  of  Ohio, 
and  White. 

Nats— MeMTs.  Anderaon,  Baldwin,  Dradley,  Cm- 
dit,  Oaillard,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Madaj,  Hoore,  Hnmer, 
Bmiifa  of  New  Yorii,  BmiA  of  Tenneuee,  Smilh^  • 
Vermont,  Sumter,  Tracy,  Tomer,  and  Wncht 

So  llie  bill  w«  lo*l. 
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Mr.  Smith,  of  Msrjrlaod.  preseoled  the  petiiioa 
of  David  Glaaa  hd  J  others,  of  ihe  Socieiy  of  Har- 
mony, not  being prcneQt  on  the  Gch  instant,  whea 
the  meniorial  ofGeorge  Kapp  and  olbers  was 
presented,  Folicitins  Congress  1o  cotisider  tbem  as 
joining  in  the  said   memorial;  and  the  pelili 


yias  read,  and  referred  to  the  commiliee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  saii)  George 
Rapp  and  others,  wilh  an  instruction  to  the  con)' 
mittee  ihat  they  report  on  the  subject  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Thdbbdav,  January  9. 
Oo  motion  that  it  be 
.  Stfolved,  That  a  coviBittee  be  appoiiiled  to  taka 
into  ronaidsntioD  tbe  S3d,  3Tth,  SSth,  and  41st  ani> 
clai  of  the  lules  for  conducting  bunnsu  in  the  Semata 
of  (he  United  States,  and  report  to  the  Senate  such  al- 
twaCiona  and  amendinents,  if  any,  as  they  shall  judge 

side- 


Tbat  the  Prendeot  of  the  United  States  be  reqnesl- 

ed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  any  auch  infbnnation 
in  his  poseeBsion  h  he  loiy  deem  eipediout,  relative 
to  the  ioteipolalian,  by  any  foreign  Power,  of  nen  prin- 
dpiea  in  the  law  of  nalioni,  injurioos  to  the  rights  and 
intemts  of  the  United  Statea,  and  portirulerly  any 
evidence  of  recent  decisions  in  the  BHttah  Courts  of 
Admiralty  to  that  effect,  together  with  such  diplomatic 
communications  between  this  Govemointt  and  that  of 
Great  Britain  in  relatioa  to  this  nliject  as  he  may 
think  proper; 

It  was  agreed  that  this  motion  lie  for  conside- 


Fbidat,  JanUBty  10. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
made  yestetday  for  revising  tbe  rulci  for  doing 
bnsiness  in  Ihe  Benite;  and  baring  Bm ended  the 
tame, 

Setolved,  That  «  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  into  cousideraiion  tbe  rnles  for  conducting 
business  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
report  to  the  Senate  such  alterations  and  amend- 
ments, if  any,  as  they  shall  judge  proper;  and 

Oraertd,  That  Messrs.  Amdersoh,  Tract, 
BALnwiN,  BRAnLET,  and  Adahb,  he  tbe  com- 
mittee. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PSEBIDBNT  or  THE  UsiTEI)  StATEB  l 

To  ihe  Senate  of  Ihe  United  State*  .- 

In  compliance  wilh  the  request  of  the  Senate,  ex- 
jiressed  in  their  resolution  of  December  37th,  I  now  ley 
before  them  sncb  docnmenta  and  papsr*  (ibtn  being 
no  other  inlbrmatiim  in  my  poMesDDn)  as  relate  to 
complaints  by  the  Gmenunent  of  France  against  the 
commerce  carried  on  by  the  dtiiens  of  the  United 
Staiea  to  the  French  island  of  St.  Domingo. 

TH.  JEFPBBSON. 
.      Jaxtaki  to,  180ft. 

Tbe  Mt«xage  and  documents  tfaeHin  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  misideratioa. 

A  measase  from  the  Home  of  RepresentktiTea 
informed  the  Senate  that  tb«  Hooae  hare  paased 


bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  estahlishing  rules  and 
articles  for  the  government  of  the  Armies  of  the 
United  Statea,'"in  which  they  desire  ibe.concui- 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  tbe  seeond 

The  Seoate  resnmed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day that  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  be 
requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  such  informa- 
tion as  he  may  deem  expedient  relatire  to  the  in- 
terpolation of  new  principles  in  the  law  of  nations; 
and  the  motion  was  adopted. 

Ordered.  That  tbe  Secretary  lay  the  leaolution 
before  the  President  of  the  Uoited  Sutes. 

MoNDAT,  January  13. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  esiablisbing  rules 
and  articles  for  the  government  of  the  Armies  of 
[he  United  Stales,"  was  read  thesecood  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Suhteb,  White,  Aoams,  Ak- 
nEseoN,  and  Wbioht,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 
Oo  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  reqnest  for 
i.:ii  . i.:k:.; .k 


.  Domingo,    be  the  order  of  the  day  for  t 


00  motion,  ihat  the  petitions  of  Benjamin  Hich- 
borne  and  others,  of  James  Sullivan  and  others, 
and  of  Joseph  Peppin  and  others,  presented  on  the 
7th  instant,  in  behalf  of  ihemselvea  and  their  asso- 
ciates, staling  claims  to  certain  lands  ceded  to  tbe 
United  States  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  be  referred 
to  a  committee:  the  votes  of  the  Senate  being 
equally  divided,  the  Prgbident  determined  the 
question  in  the  affirmative;  and  Messrs.  Baldwin, 
AnAMS,  Anderson,  Bradley,  and  Sumter,  were 
appointed  the  committee  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prebidbht  of  the  United  Stateb  : 
Tb  Ihe  Senate  and  Rmue  of 

Represtnlalivei  of  /he  United  Stalee .' 

1  la;  before  Congress  the  application  ofHsmet  Car- 
am  slli,  elder  brother  of  the  reigning  Bashsw  of  Tripoli, 
soliciting  from  the  United  States  attention  to  his  ser- 
vices and  sufferings  in  the  Iste  war  against  that  Slate. 
And,  in  order  to  pMSess  them  of  the  ground  on  whidt 
that  apphcation  stands,  the  hct*  shall  be  stated  accord- 
ing to  tise  views  and  intbrnution  of  the  ExecuHve. 

Daring  the  war  with  Tripoli,  it  was  saggested  Ihat 
Hsmet  CsramslU,  elder  brother  of  the  reigning  Bashaw, 
and  driven  by  him  &om  his  throne,  meditated  tha 
recaveiy  of  hia  inheritance,  and  that  a  concert  of  ao- 
■ioD  with  us  was  desirilile  to  him.  We  considered  that 
concerted  operations  by  those  who  have  a  common  en- 
emy were  entirely  juetiQable,  and  might  produce  efiects 
fiiTorable  to  both  without  binding  either  to  guarante* 
the  obJeclB  of  the  other.  But  the  distance  of  tha 
Bcena,  the  difficulties  of  common icstion,  and  the  un- 
certainty of  oui  information,  inducing  the  leas  confi- 
dence in  the  measure,  it  was  committed  to  onr  agents 
as  one  which  might  be  resorted  to,  if  it  promised  to 
promote  onr  anceen. 

Mr.  Eaton,  however,  (our  late  Ooniul,)  on  his  return 
from  the  Mediteiranean,  poMeamig  penonal  kiMwt 
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ed^e  of  die  acenc,  aad  ba*ing  confldenoe  in  tba  eflecl 
of  a  joint  opentkin,  w<  BBthotized  Commodon  Buron, 
then  pntceeding  with  bii  tqautron,  to  enter  inte  ui 
anderBtanding  with  Baniec,  if  he  ibauld  deem  it  h**- 
fol  ;  and  u  it  wu  repraHnted  that  be  wouiil  need 
■ome  aidi  of  &nns  and  unmanition,  and  even  of  mo- 
ney, he  WW  autboroed  to  funiih  tbem  to  a  moderate 
extent,  according  to  the  proa^Ct  of  uUlit;  to  be  ei- 
pectod  fiom  iL  In  order  to  avail  him  of  Ae  adTantagea 
of  Mr.  Eaton'B  knowledge  of  ctrcuiniitancea,  an  occa- 
hioiibJ  Bmplojment  wu  provided  tor  the  latter  u  aa 
agent  ibi  the  Navy  in  that  iea.  Our  expectation  was, 
that  an  intercoane  should  be  kept  up  between  the  ei- 
Basban  and  the  ComniodDre,  that  while  the  fbimer 
moTcd  on  bj  land,  oar  iquadran  ahonid  proceed  with 
equal  pace,  >o  aa  to  arrive  at  their  deatinatioD  logether, 
and  to  attack  the  eonmon  enemj  hj  land  and  eea  at 
tiie  same  time.  The  inntnicliorM  of  Jane  6  to  Cani' 
modore  Barron  ahow  that  a  eOi^tperalion  onl;  waa  in- 
tended, and  hj  no  meana  a  anion  of  onr  object  with 
the  fortune  of  the  ei-Buliawi  and  the  Commadnrc'i 
letters  of  March  33  and  Ma?  IS,  prOTe  that  he  hid  the 
moat  correct  idea  of  our  intentions.  Hii  verbal  instruc- 
tione,  indeed,  to  Mr.  Ealon  and  Captain  Hull,  if  the 
expresaioni  ore  accuratelj'  committHl  to  writing  by 
those  gentlemen,  do  not  limit  the  extent  of  hia  eo-ope- 
ration  aa  rigorouily  as  he  piahabl?  intended ;  but  it  ii 
certain,  ftom  the  ei-Baihaw'a  letter  at  January  3d, 
nhlten  when  he  was  proceeding  to  join  Mr.  Eaton, 
and  in  which  he  stja,  "  yoni  operations  ahould  be  car- 
ried on  by  sea,  mine  by  land,"  that  he  left  the  position 
in  which  he  was,  with  a  proper  idea  of  the  nature  of 
the  co-operation.  If  Mr.  Baton'!  subsequent  conven- 
tion ahould  appear  to  bring  forward  other  objects,  hia 
letter  of  April  39th  and  May  lat,  views  this  convention 
bat  ae  provisional;  the  second  article,  as  be  eipreasly 
■tales,  guarding  it  against  any  iD  effect,  and  hia  letter 
of  June  SOth  confirms  this  constmction. 

In  the  event  it  was  fbund,  tiiat,  after  placing  the 
ei-Baabaw  in  poaseaaion  of  Deme,  one  of  ttio  most  im- 
portant cities  and  provinces  of  the  coantry,  where  he 
had  resided  himself  as  Governor,  he  was  totally  unable 
to  command  any  resonrcea,  or  to  bear  any  part  in  co- 
operation with  ua.  This  hope  waa  than  at  an  end,  and 
we  certainly  had  never  conlemplaMd,  nor  were  we  pra- 
pared  to  land  an  atmy  of  ooi  own,  or  to  laisa,  pay, 
or  subsist,  an  army  of  Arabs  to  mardi  from  Dern*  to 
Tripoli,  and  to  cany  on  a  land  war  at  such  a  distance 
fiom  our  resources.  Our  means  and  our  autbori^ 
were  merely  naval,  and  that  luch  were  the  expecta- 
tions of  Hamet,  his  letter  of  June  3Sth  is  an  unequiv- 
ocal acknowledgment.  While,  therefore,  UI  impression 
f(Om  the  capture  of  Heme  might  stUl  operate  at  Trip- 
oli, and  an  attack  on  tbRt  place  from  out  squadron  was 
daily  eipected,  Colonel  Leei  (beught  it  Uie  best  mo- 
ment to  listen  to  overtoree  of  peace,  then  made  by  the 
Bashaw.  He  did  so,  and  while  urging  provisions  for 
the  United  States,  he  paid  attention  also  to  the  inter- 
ests of  Hamet,  but  was  able  to  effect  notfaing  more  than 
to  engage  the  restitudon  of  his  ftmily,  and  even  tbe 
pcnevering  in  this  demand,  suspended  fbr  some  time 
the  eoncluaon  of  the  treaty. 

In  operations  at  anch  distance,  k  beeoaiaa  neceaaary 
to  leave  mndi  to  the  diacretion  of  the  agenta  employed, 
bat  eveale  May  s^l  two  ap  ba^Md  tbe  limits  of  that 
discretion.  Unable  in  swjt  a  cm*  to  ctmnlt  bis  Qot- 
sanaienV  a  aealaoa  citiwn  will  act  as  be  believee  that 
wonld  diract  him,  ware  it  appriaeil  of  the  rinramatan- 
Ms,Bnd  will  take  en  Unaalf  the  raqouibility.    In  all 


theae  cases  the  purity  and  patriotism  of  tbe  motivea 
should  shield  the  agent  from  blame,  and  even  aecute  a 

sanction  where  the  error  is  not  too  injurious.  Should 
it  be  thought  by  any,  that  the  verbal  instructions  said 
to  have  l>een  given  by  Cooimpdore  Barron  to  Mr.  Ea- 
ton amount  to  a  stipulation  that  the  United  States 
should  place  Hamet  Caramallion  the  throne  of  Tripoli, 
a  stipulation  so  entirely  unauthoriiod,  so  far  beyond 
our  views,  end  so  onerous,  could  not  be  sanctioned  by 
our  Government,  oi  should  Hamet  Caramslli,  contrary 
ID  the  evidence  of  his  letters  of  January  3d  and  June 
39th,  be  thought  to  have  left  the  position  which  he  now 
seems  to  regret,  under  a  mistaken  eipectation  that  we 
were  at  all  events  to  place  him  on  bis  throne,  on  an  ap- 
peal to  the  liberality  of  the  nation,  something  equiva- 
lent to  the  replacing  him  in  bis  (bimer  situation  might 
be  worthy  its  consideraUon. 

A  nilion,  by  establishing  a  character  of  lil>erality 
and  msgnanimily,  gains  in  the  fricnddup  and  respect 
of  others  more  than  the  worth  of  mere  money.  This 
appeal  is  now  made  by  Hamet  Csramallt  to  the  United 
Stales.  The  ground  he  has  taken  being  difierent,  not 
only  from  our  views,  but  from  those  erpreated  by  him- 
self on  former  occasions,  Mr.  Eaton  waa  desired  to  state 
whether  any  verba!  communications  paased  from  him 
to  Hamet,  which  had  varied  what  we  saw  in  writing. 
His  answer  of  December  fith,  ia  herewith  transmitted, 
and  has  rendered  it  atill  more  neceaaary,  that,  in  pre- 
senting to  the  Legislature  the  aj^icalion  of  Hamet, 
I  should  present  them  at  the  same  time  an  exact  state- 
ment of  the  views  and  proceedings  of  the  Executive, 
through  this  whole  buainesa,  that  they  may  dearly  nn- 
dentand  the  ground  on  which  we  are  placed.  It  ia 
accompanied  by  all  the  papers  which  bear  any  relation 
to  tbe  principles  of  the  co-operation,  and  nhi^h  can  in- 
form their  judgment  in  decidiug  on  the  applicatioD  of 

TH.  JBPFEKSON. 
Jarcibt  18,  ISOe. 

The  Message  aod  documents  iherein  referred  to 
were  read,  ana  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 
And  OQ  molioD,  tbe  Home  adjourned. 

TcfiBDAY,  January  14- 

Mr.  WoRTBiNOTON  presented  (he  peiilion  of  a 
number  of  French  settlers  orQnUiopolis,gTaiileef, 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1795,  of  20,000  acres  ofland, 
aiiuaXed  on  the  Ohio  river,  and  nearly  opposite 
the  moath  of  Little  Sandusky,  on  condiiioa  that 
they  settle  the  same  withia  fire  years  from  tha 
date  of  the  letters  |Mieni,  and  statinff  that  they, 
being  ignorant  of  thia  condition,  ace  liable  io  lose 
their  lands,  althot^h  for  the  space  of  four  yeara 
they  hare  paid  the  taxes  thereon,  and  praying  the 
iaierpoiilionof  Congreas  in  their  behalf;  and  the 
petition  was  read  and  referred  to  Messrs.  WoR- 
THiNOTon,  Sniih,  of  Tenansee,  and  Abaib,  to 
consider  and  report  ihereoD. 

Tbe  followiag  motion  was  Eabmitted;  aod  or- 
dered to  lie  for  coDsidetation  : 

Raolvcd,  That  that  part  of  the  Prasident's  Meaaage 
which  relates  to  tbe  spohatlDiu  of  our  cemraerte  on  the 
high  seas,  and  informs  us  of  the  new  prinriplna  aMum- 
ed  by  the  Biidah  Ceuita  of  Admiralty,  as  a  pralait  tot 
the  condemnation  of  onr  vessels  in  their  fhie  court*, 
be  lafeiTed  to  a  special  committee. 

Aud,  on  motiva,  (he  Hotue  adjoamed. 
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r,  Jaaauj  15. 

The  following  Metsages  were  teceired  from  the 
Pre81deiit  op  tbe  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  Houat  of 

Hepreitnteiicei  of  the  United  Siatet.- 

I  novi  render  to  Congceu  an  account  of  the  gruil  of 
twentj  thouund  dalUn  for  (he  contingent  chorgea  of 
Government,  b;  en  act  making  uppropriationB  for  the 
rapport  of  GoTernment  for  the  year  ISOS.  Of.  that 
BXiia  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty-aeYeH  dollan  filly 
cents  haTB  been  necesurily  applied  to  the  lupport  of 
the  Territorial  govern menta  of  Michigan  and  Louiiiana, 


n  Ibouaand  and  twelve  dollars  fiflj  centa,  lemaine 
the  Treasury. 

TH.  JEFFEESON. 

JjkKUABI    16,    1806. 

To  the  Senatt  and  Houte  of 

Repraoilalivet  of  the  Untied  Stala.- 

I  eommunicBte,  Ibi  the  intbnnation  of  Congren,  the 
Report  of  the  Direclor  of  Ifae  Mint,  of  the  oparationa  of 
that  inatitution  during  die  laM  7e*r. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Jabdaii  lb,  1806. 

The  Message*  and  documents  therein  referred 
to  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  coDsideraiion. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideratiou  of  the 
motion  made  yeslerdaf,  that  it  be 

Retahed,  That  that  part  of  the  Pretident'a  Menage 
which  relates  to  the  apoiiation  of  our  commerce  on  the 
high  seas,  and  iniiirms  as  of  the  new  prindpiea  aiaum- 
ed  by  the  Britiah  Courta  of  AdmtrBltjr,  as  a  preteil  for 
the  MndemnaCian  of  our  veaaeU  in  their  priie  courta,  be 


A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Adahb  to  amend 
the  resolution,  by  striking  out ''  a  special  commit' 
tee,"  and  inseriing  the  words  "the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  from  the  mer- 
chants of  New  York;  and,  on  appeal  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  President,  it  was  determined  that 
this  motion  for  amendmeal  was  not  in  order,  the 
15tb  rule  for  eoudoctin^  business  in  the  Senate 
•tating  that  all  commiitees  shall  be  appointed  bjr 
ballot  and  a  plurality  of  Toies  shaA  make  a 

And  on  the  question,  Shall  this  motion  be  agreed 
lol  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas 
26,  nays  3,  as  follows ; 

YaAs — MesRi  Adair,  Anderaon,  Baldwin,  Bradley, 
Condit,  Fennel,  Oilman,  Hillhouae,  Honland,  Kitchel, 
Logan,  Madaj,  Mitdiill,  Moore,  Ehnith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  I4ew  Yoit,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  oTTenius- 
aee,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Sumtor,  Traiy,  Turner,  White, 
WorlhingtoD,  and  WrighC 

Nats — Meaira.  Adams,  Pickering,  and  Plumer. 

So  the  resolution  wai  adopted  ;  and 

Ordered,  That  Measre.  Biiith  of  Maryland, 
Mitcbi!.!.,  Andesboh,  Looam,  Tsacy,  Adams, 
Mid  Baldwin,  be  the  committee. 

Hr.  LooAH  preeeDted  the  memorial  of  the  mer- 
ebants  and  traders  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
■tatin^  "  at  a  moment  of  diatress,  and  in  a  season 
of  solicitude,  resulting  from  a  noTel  and  peculiar 
afieetion  of  the  commercial  ioierests  of  their  coun- 
try," ceitain  conatderationi  of  the  rninout  ioier- 


ference  of  the  belligerent  nations  with  neutral 
commerce  ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Alt dgs* 
eon,  LooAH,  Smite  of  Maryland,  Mitcbill. 
Tracy,  Adamb,  and  Baldwin,  to  consider  aod 
report  thereon, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  20th  December  last,  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  inter- 
course Detween  the  United  States  and  tbe  French 
island  of  St.  Domingo;  and,  on  tbe  questioD, 
Shall  leave  be  givea  to  bring  in  the  bill  1  it  pass- 
ed in  tbe  affirmative — yeas  21,  nay^i  7,  as  follows; 

YiAS — Measra.  Adair,  Anderaon,  Baldwin,  Bradley, 
Coudit,  Fennet,  Gilman,  Uovland,  Kjtchel,  Logan 
MacEay,  Moore,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Snuth  of  New 
York,  Smith,  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Sumter,  Turner,  Worthingtont  atid  Wright. 

Nais— Messrs.  HillhouM,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Plu- 
mer, Tracy,  and  White. 

}  bring  in  the  bi 

THnnsffAT,  January  16. 

The  billtc  suspend  commercial  ii 
Iweeo'the  United  States  and  the  French  island        | 
of  St.  Domingo  was  read  the  second  time,  atid 
referred  to  Messrs,  LooAN,  Baldwin,  and  Gilmait, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon.  | 

Mr.  Sbiitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  the  sixth  inataot,  on  the  subject,  report* 
ed  a  bill  to  empower  George  Rapp  and  his  asso-  | 
ciate&,  the  Socielv  of  Harmony,  to  purchase  cer- 
tain lands  ;  and  tne  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
the  second  reading. 

Hr.  WitiQBT  save  notice  that  he  should,  on 
Monday  next,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
protection  and  indemnification  of  Ameiicau  sea- 
men. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  purchasers  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  in  the  now  State  of  Ohio,  praying  an  ex- 
tension of  the  time  for  their  future  payment,  and 


of  ii 


1  thei: 


[istal- 


ments,  for  reasons  mentioned  in  the  petition  ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  Messrs.  Smith  of  Ohio,  Bradley,  Tracy, 
Baldwin,  and  A.sdehbon,  to  consider  and  report 

thereon. 

Fbiday,  January  17. 

On  motion,  the  galleries  were  cleared,  and  the 

doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber  were  closed ;  and, 

after  the  consideration  of  the  confidential  btisi- 

Tne  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Phebident  of  tbb  United  States: 
To  the  SeaaU  and  Houte  of 

Sepreaeniaiivet  of  the  United  State*  : 

In  my  Meeaage  to  both  Houses  of  Congnas  at  the 
opening  of  their  present  saswon,  I  labmitted  to  their 
aUentioD,  amMig  other  sabjeels,  the  oppreaaion  of  our 
cmnnerce  and  navigation  by  the  irregular  practices  of 
amed  veewls,  pnblio  and  private ;  and  by  the  introdno- 
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tion  of  Dsw  piinciplas,  d«rog>torj  of  the  Tight!  of  neu- 
trals, end  DDecknowledged  b;  tbe  omgea  of  nalioDi. 

Tbe  memorials  of  Kveral  bodiaa  of  merdMUta  of  the 
United  States  ue  nan  communicated,  end  will  developc  - 
theu  principtee  and  practice*,  nhich  are  prodadng  the 
moet  ruinous  efiecti  on  oar  lawful  commeice  and  nav- 

The  righti  of  a  neatral  to  cany  on  cotninenial  in- 
tercourM  with  ever;  part  of  the  dominion*  of  a  bellig- 
erent, permitted  by  the  taw*  of  the  {Uunlr;,  (with  the 
eiceptJOD  o(  blockaded  ports  and  contrabanJ  of  war,) 
wu  belieted  to  have  been  decided  between  Great  Bril- 
un  and  the  United  Stale*,  b;  the  lenlence  of  their  com- 
mienaner*  mntuallj  appointed  to  decide  on  that  and 
other  question*  of  ifitTereitce  between  the  two  natioiu, 
and  bj  the  actual  payment  of  the  damage*  awarded  by 
them  (gainst  Great  Britain  for  (he  infraction*  of  that 
right.  When,  therefore,  it  was  perceived  that  the  same 
principle  w**  revived,  mlh  otben  more  novel,  and  ex- 
tending the  injury,  instructioDs  were  given  to  tha  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Slatas  at  the  Court 
of  London,  and  lemonstrance*  duly  made  b;  bim  on 
this  subject,  as  nil!  appear  by  documents  tranamittai] 
herewith.  These  were  followed  by  a  partial  and  tem- 
porary BURpension  only,  without  any  diniTowal  of  the 
principle.  He  has,  therefore,  been  instructed  to  oige 
this  subject  anew,  to  bring  it  more  fully  to  the  bar  of 
reason,  and  to  insist  on  rights  too  evident  and  too  im- 
portant to  be  surrendered.  ,  In  the  mean  time  the  evil 
IS  proceeding,  under  adjudications  founded  on  the  prin- 
ciple which  is  denied.  Under  these  circunutances  the 
subject  presents  iUelf  for  the  consideration  of  Congrei*. 

On  the  impreBsmentofouraesmen.aurremanstrsaces 
have  never  been  intermitted.  A  hope  existed  at  one 
moment  of  an  arrangeaienl  which  might  have  been  sub- 
mitted to,  but  it  soon  passed  sway,  and  the  practice, 
though  relaxed  at  times  in  the  distant  seas,  had  been 
constantly  pursued  in  those  in  our  neighborhood.  The 
ground*  on  which  the  reclamations  on  this  subject  have 
been  urged,  will  appear  in  an  extract  from  instructions 
to  oui  Minister  at  London  now  communicated. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

JiMDimT  IT,  1S06. 

The  Message  and  document  tbereiti  referred  to 
were  in  part  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  coDsid- 

The  bill  to  empower  Qeorge  Rapp  and  bis  as- 
sociates, in  the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  purchase 
certain  Unds,  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Wboie,  and  the  futiber  coDsideraiton  thereof 
postponed. 

Mr.  WoiiTHiMaTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  oq  the  I4tti  iostant  the  peti- 
tion of  ibe  French  setllersofGalliopolisTeBpectinK 
lands  located  by  them  on  the  river  Ohio,  requested 
aod  obtained  leave  to  report  by  bill. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred,  oa  the  Slut  of  December 
last,  the  petition  of  Pnilip  L.  Jones  arid  olbers, 
lawyers,  practising  at  the  bar  of  tbe  Supreme  Ju- 
dicial Court  of  tlie  Territory  of  New  Orleans, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  report  by  bill. 

A  confidential  message  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
leseniaiives,  hy  Messrs  Bidwell  and  Early, 
two  of  their  members,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Fresideht  :  We  are  diiected,  bv  tbe  House 
of  Represenia lives,  in  confidence,  to  oriog  to  the 
Senate  a  bill,  enliiled  "Ad  act  making  pravi 


The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 

OrrUred,  That  the  message  and  bill  last  read, 
be  considered  confidential,  and  that  xecrrcy  be 
observed  by  the  members  and  officers  of  the 
Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PsEaiDENT  or  THE  UcJlTEO  SxaTEfi: 

Tb  tht  SauUt  and  Hmut  of  Sepre*eniative* : 

The  eneloaed  letter,  froni  the  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  State*  at  the  Caart  of  London, 
contains  interestiiig  information  on  the  subjects  of  mj 
other  message,  of  this  dale.  It  is  sent  separately  and 
conSdentially.  because  ils  pubticattoD  may  discourage 
frank  communication*  between  our  Ministen  generally, 
and  the  Goveriunents  with  whidi  they  reside,  and 
especially  between  the  same  Minister*. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

J^HVIBT  17,  1S06. 


Men  DAT,  January  20. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLi.,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
on  the  6th  of  December  lest,  to  inqniie  into  the 
eipedienc  y  of  approprialino;  a  farther  sum  of  money 
'to  purchase  maps  and  books  for  the  library,  made 
report  in  part ;  and  ihe  report  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.MiTCBTLL,frnm  the samecommit(ee,alao re- 
ported a  bill  making  a  furtber  appropriation  tor 
the  support  of  tbe  library  ;  which  was  read  and 
ordered  to  the  second  reading.  The  report  is  aa 
follows: 

By  the  fifth  sectiiHi  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
make  f\lrthei  provision  for  the  raaovsl  and  accommo- 
dation of  the  Government  of  tha  United  States,"  passed 
31th  April,  ISOO,  $5,000  were  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
chase of  such  books  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  use 
of  Congress,  then  about  to  remove  from  Philadelphia 
and  hold  it*  senions  at  Washington,  and  for  fitting  up 
a  suitable  chamber  for  containing  them,  and  placing 
them  therein.  The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTss  were  directed 
to  be  the  pui(±asers,  purauanl  to  such  directions  as 
ahoold  be  given,  and  such  catalogue  as  should  be  fiii- 
nished  byaJoIntcommitteeofbothHouses  of  Congress. 
The  account  hereiritheibibitedshow* in whatmannor, 
and  to  what  atnonnt,  the  money  so  appropriated  ha* 
been  expended. 

Afterwards,  by  the  sixth  section  of  the  "Act  con- 
cerning tbe  library  for  Ihe  use  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress" passed  26lh  January,  IS03,  tbe  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  the  said  $6,000,  logother  with  such  sums  aa 
may  be  bereafUr  appropriated  to  the  same  purpose,  i* 
ordered  to  be  laid  out  under  the  direction  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee, to  consist  of  three  members  of  Ihe  Bouse  of 
Rnressntativea,  Jbr  the  purchase  of  books  and  maps. 

The  committee  almost  hesitate  to  add  a  sentence,  to 
enforce  the  propria^  of  increasing  the  nmnbBi  already 
bought  for  Coogre*«,  Every  member  kno 
in^niriea  of  standing  and  electee        " 
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be  aided  b;  Urge  public  libruio,  sa  in  N«w  Yoik,  Bil- 
timora,  aod  PhilndBlpiiia.  Nor  bu  it  hilherto  appeaTed 
(hat  ao  much  benefit  ia  to  be  derived  from  private  col- 
lectiona  at  the  prewit  seat  of  Govenimeiit,  aa  in  those 
large  cities.  Every  neek  of  the  aeasion  csiuca  addi- 
tional regret  that  die  volames  of  literature  and  acience. 
within  the  reach  of  the  NalioniLl  LegiaUlure,  are  not 
more  rich  and  ample.  The  want  of  geographical  Lltus- 
trfttion  in  trulj  distresnng ;  and  the  deGciencj  of  histori- 
cal and  political  works  ia  scarcely  leasBoverBly  fell.  Theta 
ia,  however,  no  danger  of  realizing  the  stotj  of  a  par- 
Bamentum  tTidoelum  in  this  country,  eipedally  if  atepe 
be  leasonably  taken  to  fomiah  the  library  widi  auch 
materials  as  will  enable  stalEsmea  to  be  eonect  in  Uiek 
iBveetigationa,  and,  by  a  beeoning  display  of  eritdilion 
and  research,  give  a  lugher  dignity  andabrigbtsrlutiit 
to  truth. 

The  copy  of  a  letter  dated  23d  of  September, 
1806,  from  Mr.  Monroe,  the  Minister  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  Stales,  la  the  Biilish  Secretary  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  referred  to  in  the  Message  ofthePresi- 
deot  of  the  United  States,  of  the  I7ih  instant,  was 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaeota tires 
informed  (ne  Senate  (bat  the  House  hare  passed 
n  bill,  entitled  "An  act  makio^  en  addiiiooal  ap- 
propriation to  supply  the  deficiency  in  ihe  appro- 
|>riatioa  for  the  naval  service  for  (he  year  1805  f 
in  which  they  desire  the  coDCUtrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Shith,  of  Ohio,  gave  noltee  that  heshould,> 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  (obrinBin  a  bill  aulboiiz- 
ing  the  sale  of  a  certain  lot  of  land. 

Mr.  KiTcHEL  presented  the  peiiiion  of  Samuel 
Hickendall,  a  wounded  officer  in  Ihe  Revolution- 
ary war,  praying  that  the  half-pay  of  a  captain 
mar  be  allowed  him  on  account  of  his  wounds 
and  disabilities  in  service;  and  the  pet  it  ion  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  lo  the  comroitiae 
appointed  the  20ih  December  last  on  the  bill,  ei 
titled  "An  act  making  provision  for  persons  ihi 
hare  been  disabled  By  known  wounds  received 
in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States  daring 
the  Revolutionary  war,"  to  eooiidcr  aud  report 
tketeon. 

,  The  Gonfidencial  bill,  eotitled  "An  act  making 
provision  for  defraying  any  extraordinary  ex- 
penses alteadinR  the  iDtercourae  between  the  Uni- 
ted Statea  and  foreign  nations,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time. 

Ordeted,  That  the  furthet  con  side  ration  of  this 
bill  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  to  morrow. 

AMERICAN  SEAMEN. 
.  Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  I6th  Inslantj 
Mr.  Wright  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  the  following  bill ;  which  was  read,  aad  passed 
to  a  second  reading: 
A  Bill  £)i  the  protMlion  and 


Whereas,  by  the  Tnaty  of  Amtty,  Commerce,  end 
Navlgadon,  made  bMireen  His  9ri        '    "  "  ' 

the  United  StalM,  at  Lendon,  en  tb 


November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety* 
four,  by  the  first  article  of  said  treaty,  it  ia  agmed  that 
"there  aball  be  a  firm,  inviolable,  and  universal  peace, 
and  a  true  and  sincere  &iendahip  between  Hie  Biitan- 
nie  Hajaaty,  his  bein,  and  sueceason,  sud  the  United 
Statea  of  America  ;  and  between  their  respective  comt- 
triee,  territories,  cities,  towns,  and  people,  of  every  de- 
gree, without  exception  of  persona  ei  placss."  And 
whereas,  ia  direct  violatioa  of  said  trea^,  Hia  Brit- 
annic Muea^  has  oaused  to  be  impressed  out  of  the 
ships  of  &e  United  States,  sailing  on  the  high  eeas,  di- 
vers citiiena  of  the  said  United  States ;  and  has  com- 
pelled them  to  serve  on  board  the  diipa  of  war  of  His 
said  Britannic  Majesty,  in  violation  of  th«r  liberty, 
and  at  the  haiard  of  ^eir  lives ;  and  in  despite  of  the 
remoMtrancee  of  the  Oovemment  of  the  sidd  United 
States,  oonlinnes  said  nn^M  practice ;  and  the  seamen 
of  the  tiniisd  States  so  nnpreeeed,  by  force,  retains  in 
hia  service.  And  whereas  the  United  States  are  sol- 
emnly bonnd  to  protect  all  those  who  are  boand  in  el- 
legianee  to  the  said  United  States :  Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted,  bn  the  Senate  and  Rouse  of  Repre- 
aerttativa  of  the  United  Stata  of  Aiaeriea  in  Con- 
greie  la/ianbltd.  That,  from  and  after  the  . — -~  day  of 

noTt,  any  person  or  persons,  who  shall  impress 

any  seamen  on  board  any  vessel  bearing  the  dag 
of  the  United  States,  open  the  high  seas,  or  in  any 
river,  haven,  basin,  or  bay,  under  pretext  or  Color  of  a 
commission  irom  any  foreign  Power,  shall,  for  every 
such  offence  be  adjudged  a  pirate  and  lelon  ;  and,  on 
conviction,  shall  sufier  death.  And  the  trial  in  any 
such  case  may  be  had  where  the  ofiender  is  apprehend- 
ed or  may  be  first  brought. 

Sbc.  S.  And  he  it  further  cnacltd.  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  American  seaman,  sailing  under  the  Bag 
of  the  United  States,  on  any  person  or  persqns  attempt- 
ing to  impress  him,  by  force,  Irom  on  bosid  any  vessel 
of  the  United  States,  npon  the  high  aasa,  or  in  any 
river,  haven,  baain,  or  bay,  to  repel  such  Ibrce  by  shoot- 
ing, or  otbenvisH  killing  and  destroying  the  person  or 
persons  so  attempting  to  Impress  him,  and  shall,  aa  an 
encouragement  to  resist,  be  entitled  lo  ■  bounty  of  two 
hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  him  or  his  order,  or  legal 
representntivea,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

8»c.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  on  infer- 
■natian  being  given  lo  tfie  Pteaident  of  the  United 
States,  proving  satiBfaetorily  to  him,  that  any  dtisen  of 
the  United  Stales,  who  ahall  have  been  impresaed  or 
forced  by  violence  or  threata,  lo  enter  on  board  any 
foreign  veaael,  ahall  auffei  death,  or  any  other  corpore- 
al punishment,  by  the  authority  of  ancfa  foreign  Power, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  Uuitod  Slates 
to  cause  Ihe  most  rigorous  and  exact  ratalistion  on  any 
aubjects  of  that  Oovermnent,  whom  he  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  seize  and  lake  tor  that  purpose. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  fur^tr  enacted.  That  every  Ame- 
rican seaman,  beretoibre  or  hereafter,  imprssaed  and 
compelled  to  serve  on  board  any  foreign  abip  or  vessel, 
ahall  be  entitled  to  receive,  as  an  indemnjfication  for 
hia  slavery  and  hardabipa  OQ  board  the  abip  in  which 
be  has  been,  or  shall  be  compelled  lo  eerve,  &om  the 
day  of  his  impressment,  the  sum  of  nxt;  dollars  per 
month,  for  every  month  he  has  or  shall  serve  on  board 
said  ship  or  ships;  and  that  the  said  seaman, his  heirs, 
executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  shall  be  entitled 
to  recover  ^e  same  in  the  dUtricI  court  of  the  Suie  in 
which  the  port  lies  from  wbidi  the  vessel  cleared  for 
Oe  voyage  in  which  he  was  taken,  by  attachment  of 
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■Dy  privftte  debt  dua  frooi  an;  ciliun  of  the  UoUad 
Statei  to  mj  subject  of  that  GoTernmeot,  bj  whow 
■ubjecta  he  had  beeo  impreoed  ;  nod  that  any  lunu  of 
moaej  BO  attached  oat  of  the  handB  of  an;  debtor,  ihall 
be  a  payment  of  bo  mnch  of  >aid  debt,  and  may  be 
pleaded  in  payment  or  discount  to  the  amount  of  the 
■aid  inm  ao  attuiind,  and  all  the  coal*  of  aaid  attach' 
ment,  which  abill  be  allowed  aa  a  paymeDl  of  that 
amimatiii  any  mit  for  uid  debt  Aod  that  ao  mnch  of 
the  Treaty  of  London,  otVtM  ninelMnth  of  Noramber, 
(me  thonaaad  aerea  hondred  and  niDaty'fbnr,  ar  as- 
earea  the  intf olabUitj  of  aneh  debta,  ai  will  be  infringad 
by  tha  tttachiBeiit*  or  ncareriea  henbf  authoriied, 
^•U  not  (ao  &r  aa  ii  neecaaary  in  the  executiDn  of 
thia  ad  only)  be  regarded  ai  legally  obligatory  on  the 
OoTemuent  ot  ciliaaiu  of  the  Uoited  Stataa. 

Od  iDtiodacing  this  bill  Mr.  Wribbt  spoke  a 


S, 


my  duty  to  call  the  aiiention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  present  degraded  state  of  impressed  American 
aeamen,  ihoasands  of  whom  bav«  beea  pressed 
on  board  the  British  ships  of  i»ar.  and  eompelled, 
bjr  whips  and  aconites,  to  work  like  galley  slaves  ; 
TrhitheT  ihey  bare  been  forced,  b;  the  hand  of 
Tiolence,  from  on  board  our  own  ships,  sailing  on 
the  high  9ns,Qader  the  fla^  of  the  United  Slates, 
carrying  the  spare  prodnccions  of  tbe  toil  of  (he 
American  planter  and  merehattt,  to  a  forei^  mar- 
ket, or  returniRg  With  their  proceeds. 

In  doing  Ibis,  Iwish  not  to  enlist  yonr  sympa- 
thies, but  only  to  present  to  yon  a  correct  stale  of 
the  facta  on  which  this  bill  is  predicated;  facts 
that  stand  recorded  in  the  offiei&t  report*  of  tbe 
Secretary  of  State,  the  black  catalogue  of  im- 
pressments. 

I  will  next  present  fo  yonr  Tiew  tbe  measuree 
adopted  by  the  Legislative  and  Executive  Depart- 
ments of  the  Qovernmeot  of  the  United  Slates 
for  their  redresa. 

In  tbe  year  1796,  Congress,  by  law,  (3  vol.  322,) 
directed  Agents  to  be  appointed,  to  reside  in  Oreat 
Britain,  and  in  such  foreign  ports  as  the  Presi- 
dent Blight  direct,  wbose  duty  it  should  be,  to 
inquire  into  tbe  situation  of  such  American  citi- 
zens, or  others,  sailing  conformably  to  the  lave  of 
nations,  under  the  proteeiion  of  the  American 
flag,  who  had  been,  ot  should  be  impressed,  by  any 
foreifrn  Power,  and  to  endeavor  by  all  legal  means 
to  obtain  their  release ;  and  to  render  an  account 
of  all  impressments  and  detentions,  to  the  Execu- 
liveol  the  Uaited  States. 

They  also  directed  the  collectors  of  the  several 
potts,  on  proof  beiu  made  of  the  citizemhip  of 
any  aeamaD,  to  (jive  him  a  cetti&cate  thereof,  "- 


det  a  hope  that  it  would  have  been  respected  in 
foreign  porttand  have  protected  him  from  im- 
pressment.   Tbie  certificate  acquired  the  name 


Thev  also  directed,  "That  ever^  captain  of  a 
'  vessel,  in  case  of  any  of  the  crew  being  impressed, 
'  shall  CDiei  his  protest  at  tbe  first  port  he  ahatl 
'  arrive  at,  with  the  name  and  residence  of  tbe  per- 
'  ton,  and  transmit  immediately  by  post  a  dupli- 
'  cate  of  such  protest,  to  the  neaiest  Agent,  Min- 
'  ister,  or  Couiul,  itiident  in  suiUi  country,  and 


'  also,  oa  his  arrival  in  America,  to  the  Secretary 
'  of  Stale.  And  that  everv  captain  on  bis  arrival 
'  at  any  port  of  the  United  Slates,  before  he  shall 
'  be  admiiled  lo  any  entry  of  his  vessel,  shall  be 
'  required  by  the  collector  to  declare  on  oath, 
'  whether  any  of  tbe  crew  have  been  impressed, 
'  which  he  shall  lake  under  tbe  penalty  of  ons 
'  hundred  dollars,  and  the  collector  is  bound  lo 
'  return  a  list  of  all  impressments,  so  communi- 
'  cated  to  him,  to  the  Secretary  of  State." 

In  1799,  the  Secretary  of  Stale  is  directed  by 
law,  (4  vol.  503,J  "  To  lajr  before  Congress  an- 
'  nually,  a  statement  of  all  impressments  reported 
'  to  him,  that  they  might  be  officially  and  pie- 
'  cisely  informed  of  tbe  state  of  our  impressed 

Under  these  legislative  provisions,  and  the  inter- 
vention of  our  agents  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
hundred)  of  our  seamen  no  doubt  have  neen 
discharged  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  while  at 
the  same  time,  and  under  the  same  authority, 
tbe  impressments  kept  pace  with  the  dischar- 
ges, so  that  In&iead  of  redressing  tbe  wrong,  it 
was  only  inflicted  in  routine,  thereby  adding  in- 
sult 10  injury.  Tbis  all-imporiant  subject,  froia 
its  com  men  cement,  has  also  been  particularly 
attended  to  by  tbe  Executive  of  tbe  United  Slates. 
Our  Ministers  at  London,  during  three  successive 
adminiattations,  have  been  specially  charged  with 
it.  and  we  have  witoesaed  their  diplomatic  exer- 


by  the  Presideol  of  tbe  United  States,  in  bis  Mes- 
!<age  of  the  17th  January  last,  that  "on  the  im- 
'  pressment  of  our  seamen,  our  remonstrancea 
'have  never  been  intermitted;  a  hope  existed  at 
'  one  moment,  of  an  arrangraent  thai  might  have 
'  been  submitted  to,  but  it  soon  passed  away,  and 
'  the  practice,  though  relaxed  at  times  in  the  dis- 
'  tant  seas,  has  been  constantly  pursued  in  those 
'  in  our  neighborhood." 

This,  Mr.  President,  Is  the  prospect  presented 
to  OUT  view,  whereby  thousands  of  our  unfortu- 
nate seamen,  that  hardy  and  invaluable  class  of 
citizens,  ere  consigned  to  tbe  most  intolerable 
bandage,  by  the  imperious  mandate  of  a  British 
naval  oftcer,  wbose  word  is  the  supreme  law 
from  which  there  is  no  appeal ;  and  which  gloomy 
prospect  we  are  now  informed,  by  the  nigUesI 
authority,  there  is  not  a  spark  oi  hope  Left  to  en. 
lighten. 

Sir,  I  have  invited  you  to  investigate  this  sub- 

i'ect  with  tbe  eye  of  temper,  but  at  the  seme  time, 
trust,  that  tbe  nation's  justice  will  not  be  com- 
promitted^  by  exceeding  (be  bounds  of  tnodera- 
tion,  for  it  has  its  limits ;  and  we  ate  informed 
by  tbe  laws  of  nations,  (Vat.  433,  sec.  35S,)  "  that 
'  tbe  true  and  just  welfare  of  the  nation  is  the 
'  grand  rule.  Moderation  is  always  laudable  in 
'  Itself,  but  the  conductors  of  nations  ought  to 
'make  use  of  it,  only  so  far  asit  is  consistent  with 
'  tbe  happiness  and  safety  of  their  people."  Un- 
der  this  view  of  the  subject,  can  we  submit  to  ibis 
state  of  thiugs?  That  is  the  question.  I  have 
presumed  not ;  and  under  that  presumption,  I  have 
brought  the  subject  before  this  Senate  in  the  shape 
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it  19  preientrd  in  Ihis  bill.  Sir,  I  wish  it  to  be 
lecollecled  tbat  the  infant  state  of  our  nary  sajv 
presses  every  hope  of  redress  on  the  etemeni  of 
our  WTODgs,  and  that  this  is  a  measure  of  neces' 
sity,  not  of  choice.  Wherefore,  I  trust  it  will  not 
be  thought  too  nervous,  when  it  is  considered  that 
we  have  just  cause  of  war.  I  will  therefore  now, 
sir,  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  merits  of 
tbis  bill. 

The  first  clause  slates  tbat,  in  rioUiion  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce  and  Navigation, 
made  at  London  on  the  19th  of  November,  1794, 
His  Britannic  Majesty  had  caused  the  impress- 
ment of  our  seamen,  sailing  under  the  flag  of  the 
United  Slates.  The  treaty  (2d  vol.  L.  U.  S.,  p. 
464)  secures  the  inviolability  of  the  citizens  and 
Eubjectsofthe  respective  Powers;  and  we  are  in- 
formed by  the  law  of  nations.  (Vat.  655,  see.  39,) 
"  that  a  nation  acts  against  the  nature  and  essence 
'  of  every  treaivof  peace,  nay,  against  peace  itself, 
'by  detiberalely  and  wantonly  ofiending  him, 
'  with  whom  peace  has  been  made,  and  treating 
'  him  or  his  subject!  incompatible  with  peace,  and 
'which  he  cannot  suffer,  without  being  wanting 
'  to  himself."  But  it  may  be  said  (hat  this  has 
not  been  authorized  bv  the  British  QoTernraent. 
Let  us  examine  that  fact.  It  is  declared  by  the 
law  of  nations,  (Vat.  253,  sect's  73,  74, 76,)  '■  thai, 
'  however,  as  il  is  impossible  for  the  h est  regulated 
'  Slate,  or  for  the  most  vigilant  and  absolute  Sov- 
'  ereigo,  to  model,  at  his  pleasure,  all  the  actions 
'  of  his  subjects,  and  to  conSne  them,  on  every  oc- 
'  casion,  to  the  most  exact  obedience,  it  would  be 
'  unjust  to  impute  to  the  nation  or  lo  the  Sover- 
'  eign  all  the  faults  of  the  citizens ;  we  ought  not, 
.  '  then,  to  say,  in  general,  that  we  have  received 
'an  injury  from  a  nation,  because  we  have  re- 
'  ceived  it  from  one  of  its  members," 

"  But  if  a  natioiT,  or  its  leader,  approves  and 
'  ratifies  the  fact  committed  by  a  citizen,  it  makes 
'  the  act  its  own ;  the  offence  ought,  tiien,  to  be 
'  attributed  to  the  nation  as  the  author  of  the  true 
<  injury,  of  which  the  citizen  is  perhaps  only  the 

"If  the  Sovereign  disavows  the  act,  he  ought 
'  to  inflict  OD  the  offender  exemplary  punish- 
So  far  I  have  called  in  aid  the  taw  of  nations: 
I  wilt  now  refer  to  the  form  of  the  authority  in 
ihe  case  of  impressment,  which  is  in  these  words : 
(Fosl.  C.  L.  156.)  "In  pnrsuaoce  of  His  Majes- 
'  ty's  Order  in  Council,  dated  the  19th  day  of  Jan- 
'uaty,  1742;  we  do  hereby  empower  you  to  im- 
'  press,  or  cause  to  be  impressed,  so  many  sea- 
'  men,"  dtc.  And  I  will  refer  you  to  the  facts  in 
your  own  possession,  that  His  Britannic  Majesty 
approves  the  act,  both  by  continuing  the  impress- 
ments, and  by  his  lately  promoting  the  Captain  of 
the  Cambrian  frigate,  (whom  he  recalled  to  ap- 
pease our  complaints  on  that  head,)  to  the  com. 
mand  of  a  ship-of- the- line ;  so  that  in  form,  in 
law,  and  in  fact.  His  Britannic  Majesty  has  caused 
the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  on  he  roust  have 

Siunished,  and  not  promoted  so  notorious  an  of- 
ender.  dn  this  point  I  presume,  then,  there  i:an 
be  DO  doubt. 


Mr.  President,  I  have  thought  it  n 
Stable  or  irrelevant  to  the  present  subject,  t 
amine  the  right  of  impressing  British  subjects. 

British  jurists  have  more  ihan  questioned  this 
right,  and  the  British  Parliament  have,  I  pre- 
sume, decided  the  question. 

Sir  Edward  Coke  (2  Inst.  47)  says:  "  The  King 
'  cannot  send  any  suDJect  against  his  will  out  of 
'  the  realm,  not  even  into  Ireland,  for  then, under 
'  prelence  of  service,  he  might  send  him  into  ban- 
'ishment."  (H.  H.P.  C.Motes,679.)  In  Hates  H. 
P.  C,  it  is  declared  '*  repugnant  to  the  liberty  of 
'  an  Englishman,  and  irreconcilable  to  the  estate 
'  lished  rules  of  law,  that  a  man,  without  any 
'  offence  by  him  committed,  or  any  law  lo  author- 
'  ize  i  I,  should  be  hurried  away,  like  a  c  rim  Id  at, 
'  from  his  friends  and  family,  ana  carried  by  force 
'  into  a  dangerous  service." 

That  the  common  law  did  not  admit  of  sucli  a 
practice,  must  have  been 'the  opinion  of  the  Brit- 
ish  Parliament,  who.  in  the  lime  of  Charles  I., 
passed  a  statute  (16  C.  I,  c.  5)  "  to  authorize  the 
'  impressment  of  soldiers  and  seamen  for  aea-ser- 
'  vice  beyond  sea,"  which  soon  afier  expired,  be- 
ing of  short  dnration.  They  might  also  have  been 
ofihe  same  opinion  in  the  time  of  (2  and  3  Ann, 
c.  19;  3  and  4  Ann,  c.  11;  4  Ann,  c.  10;  S  Ann, 
c.  15;  6  Ann,  c.  10)  ^ueen  Ann,  when  a  number 
of  statutes,  of  a  very  short  duration,  passed  in 
Parliament,  in  the  same  terms  as  the  statute  of 
Charles  above  stated.  I  presume  they  would 
never  have  passed  laws  lo  have  authorized  a  pro- 
ceediDK  that  was  justifiable  by  the  common  faw. 
Judge  Faster,  who  is  quoted  by  Britons  as  an  au- 
ihorily  on  this  pointy  sfaull  be  examined.  (Fos.  C 
L.  157.)  He  states,  m  the  case  of  Broadfoot,  who 
was  indicted  for  the  murder  of  Calahan,  "  that. 
'  by  pressing  mariners  on  one  hand,  a  very  useful 
'  body  of  men  seem  to  bejiul  under  hardships 
'  inconsistent  with  the  tecuper  and  genius  of  a 
'  free  Qovernment ;  on  the  other,  the  necessity  of 
'  the  case  seemelh  lo  entitle  the  public  to  ihe  ser- 
'  vice  of  this  body  of  men,  whenever  the  safety  of 
'  the  whole  caltelb  for  it.  I  think  the  Crown  has 
'  a  right  to  command  the  service  of  these  people 
'  whenever  the  public  safety  calleth  for  it;  the 
'  same  right  that  il  hath  to  require  the  pcrson- 
'  al  service  of  every  man  able  to  bear  arms  in 
'  case  of  sudden. invasion  or  fomiidable  insurrec- 
'  lion.  The  right  in  both  cases  is  founded  on  one 
'  and  the  same  principle,  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
'  in  order  to  the  preservation  of  the  whole."  But, 
headds:  (Fost.  C,  L.,  154,)  "If  it  be  asked,  where 
'  are  the  adjudged  cases,  on  which  he  groundeth 
'  his  opinion  1  ne  freely  confesseih  that  he  hath 
'  not  met  with  one  on  which  the  legality  of  press- 
'  ing  for  the  sea-service  hath  directly  come  in  ques- 
'  lion.  He  states  that,  according  to  his  best  appre- 
'  hension,  (having  thought  much  upon  the  sub- 
'jecijjthe  right  of  impressing  mariners  for  the 
'public  service  is  a  prerogative,  inherent  in  the 
'  Crown^  grounded  upon  Ihe  common  law,  and 
'  recognised  by  many  acts  of  Parliament."  With 
great  deference  to  his  honor.  I  would  ask,  if  any- 
thing can  he  evidence  of  the  common  law,  bat 
judicial  decisions  on  the  point,  wbich  he  admits 
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are  not  to  be  found  t  I  will  also  eiamine 
statutes  on  which  he  relies  as  recogDisios  this 
riKhi.  I  would  here  .observe  that  he  holda  the 
soldier  aod  seamen  alike  bound  by  the  same  law^ 
and  it  would  (Fosi.  C.  L..  166)  seem,  bjr  Admiral 
Seymour's  commissioo,  that  his  power  exleoded 
to  impress  ships,  captains,  masters,  pilots,  and  sea- 
xnen,  as  well  as  alt  other  persons  fit  for  the  pur- 
pose. This  was  for  the  sea  and  foreign  service, 
■Dd  did  not  eitend  to  laud  soldiers,  as,  until  the 
24th  year  of  Charles  II..  all  the  lands  were  held 
by  military  tenures,  wnerehy  the  tenants  were 
obliged  to  fuTaish  soldiers  and  erprything  neces- 
sary for  them  in  war ;  but  by  (24  C.  II.,  c.  12) 
these  tenures  were  abolished  ;  and  I  quesiion  much 
\rbetber  the  statute  of  Charles  I.  extended  to  the 
feudal  tenants,  who  were  bound  to  serve  oolv 
England.  By  statute  of  Henry  VIl.,  (7  H.  7,  c.  1) 
it  is  enacted  that^  if  any  soldier,  being  no  captaiu 
immediaiely  retained  with  the  King,  which  shall 
be  in  wages,  and  retained,  or  taiie  any  preat  to 
serve  the  King  upon  the  sea,  or  upon  the  land 
beyond  sea,  depart  out  of  the  Eiog'n  service  with- 
out license  from  the  captain,  it  shall  be  adjudged 

Tbe  statute  of  Henry  VI.  (18  H.  6,  c.  19)  agai 
desertion, was  construed  loeztend  in  soldiers  bound 
by  leoute,  or  covenant,  to  serve  on  land;  and 
question  was  made,  whether  soldiers  who  had 
taken  ptveC  to  serve  eigainst  the  rebels  in  Ireland, 
ivere  liable  lolhe  penalties  of  that  law  1  which  was 
cleared  ap  in  Parliament  in  these  words :  "  That 
'  the  aaid  statute  of  Henry  VI.,  in  all  pains,  for- 
'  feiiures,  and  penalriea,  did,  doth,  and  hereBfler 
'  ahall,  extend  as  well  (o  every  mariner  and  gun- 
'  ner  having  taken,  or  who  hereafter  shall  take, 
'  preit,  or  wages,  to  serve  the  Queen's  Majesty, 
'  as  it  did,  or  dolfa,  to  soldiers ;  any  opinion  to  the 
'  contrary  ootwilhsCandtng."  These  are  the  stal 
utes  from  whence  the  right  is  pretended  to  be  in 
ferred — which,  I  presume,  go  to  show  that  thi 
mariner  and  soldier  most  be  ealialed  before  ihe^ 
are  liable  to  the  penalties  of  desertion,  and,  thatii 
is  by  contract,  and  not  by  force,  the  soldier  be- 
comes bound  to  serve,  and  that  the  right  is  found- 
ed in  tbe  ntosiiiution  of  the  sound  of  the  woid 
(Boy.  D.  Cow.  Inst.  J.  L.  D.)  prttt  for  the  sense, 
which  word  means  "money  paid  to  a  soldier  or 
sailor  to  enlist."  Not  is  it  at  all  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  a  right  founded  in  necessity — the  tyrant's 
plea — ehrvuld  rest  on  a  pretext  so  flimsy,  or  that 
the  barriers  of  etymology  should  not  be  able  to 
withstand — as  necessity  has  no  law — the  physical 
force  of  a  press-gang.  And  alihougfa  this  tight 
of  the  seaman  to  be  exempt  from  service  but  on 
their  enlistment,  has  been,  under  tbe  claim  of  pre- 
rogative, substantially  violated,  yet  the  form  of 
tbe  commission  to  imprest  retains  the  evidence  of 
this  violation.  It  is  in  tbese  words:  (^Fost.  C.  L. 
15  c.)  "We  do  hereby  empower  and  direct  you  to 
'  impress,  or  cause  to  be  impressed,  so  many  sea- 
'  men,  &c^  giving  unto  each  man  one  shilliDg  for 
'  press  money,"  &c.  Thus  I  have  shown  that  Brit- 
ish subjecEs  are  not  legally  bound, unless  they  re- 
ceive pr**l,  or  bonnty,  to  enlist;  and,  to  avoid 
imposition,  it  is  provided  by  ttatute,  (5  and  6.  W~ 


and  M.,  c.  15)  "  That  no  person  shall  be  enlisted 
'  for  the  land  service,  who  did  not,  in  the  presence 
'  of  a  magistrate,  high-cons  table,  &,a.,  declare  his 
'  free  consent  to  be  enlialed  as  a  soldier." 

Can  we,  then,  submit  the  exercise  of  this  royal 
prerogative  right  to  be  enforced  on  those  sailing 
under  the  flas  of  the  United  States,  without  tbe 
limits  of  the  British  Empire  ? — a  practice.  Judge 
Blacksione  informs  us,  Britons  have  submitted  to 
with  great  reluctance — and.  will  it  not  be  said, 
that  we  are  wanting  to  ourselves,  if  we  should  not 
guard  onr  seamen  against  this  outrage  by  all  the 
means  in  our  power?  But  it  may  be  said,  the 
British  Qovernmeni  has  a  right  to  the  service  ef 
her  own  subjects.  I  have  ahown,  not  by  impress- 
ment; and  [will  now  show  that  they  have  tbe 
right  of  becoming  American  citizens,  and  being 
protecteii  in  ibat  right.  (Tuck.  Black.  1  vol.  p. 
145.)  "  By  the  law  of  nature,  man  is  subject  to 
'no  restraints,  and  may  pass  into  any  region." 
(Vat.  172,  sec.  225.)  '^By  the  law  of  nations, 
'  every  subject  has  a  right  to  expatriate  himself, 
'  and  seek  his  fortune  where  he  can  best  promote 
'  his  interest."  (1  Black.  Com.  265,  F.  N!  B.  85.) 
And  by  the  common  law,  every  Englishman  may 
go  out  of  the  realm  without  tbe  King's  leave  for 
any  cause  he  pleaselh  ;  and  so  far  has  Britain  re- 
cognised this  ri^ht  in  others,  by  Parliament,  that, 
by  the  navigation  act,  one-tourib  of  every  ship's 
crew  may  be  foreigners.  (6  Ann,  c.  37.)  By  the 
statute  of  Ann,  three-fourths  may  be  foreignero, 
and  by  the  statute  of  George  II.,  (13  Oeo.  2,  c.  3,) 
it  is  provided,  "That  any  foreigner  serving  on 
'  board  of  <u)y  mercbanC  ihip,  or  fhip  of  war,  for 
'  two  years,  in  time  of  war,  shall,  ipee  facto,  be- 
'  come  a  British  subject,  entitled  to  all  tbe  priri- 
■  le^es  of  a  native-born  subject."  Thus,  we  see, 
Britain  invites  foreigners  into  her  service,  and 
secures  them  in  all  the  privileges  of  her  native 
subjects,  amon^  which,  protection  is  the  most  im- 
portant. Can  It  be,  then,  that  Britain  will  exer- 
cise a  right  that  is  not  legitimate,  or  claim  for 
herself  what  she  denies  to  others?  If  notj  then 
she  admits  the  riaht  of  expatriation,  which  ia 
established  by  thelaw  of  nature,  of  nationsj  and 
the  common  law,  and  tested  by  (he  authority  of 
the  British  Parliament.  Can  we,  then,  feel  our- 
selves at  a  loss  for  authority  to  protect  those  who 
sail  under  the  flag  of  tbe  United  Slates,  when  we 
see  Britain  not  only  inviting  foreigners  into  hei 
service,  but  securing  them  protection  by  thesolem- 
nity  of  a  statute  7  Can  we  then,  I  say,  want  an- 
ihorityotzeal  toproteetourcitiieas  in  tbeir rights, 
secured  to  them  by  tbe  solemnity  of  a  Constitu- 
tion, under  the  solemnity  of  an  oaih? 

Mr.  President,  permit  the  here  to  observe,  that 
all  legitimate  government  is  derived  from  the 
people,  and  is  founded  in  compact  only,  and  in- 
tended for  the  good  of  the  whole ;  that  protection 
and  allegiance  are  reciprocal  obligations,  each  so 
important,  that  in  all  Oovemmenta,  in  all  uee, 
they  have  been  secured  by  the  solemnity  oian 

I  ask,  then,  is  not  the  conduct  of  Britain  a  vio- 
laiioD  of  the  rights  of  onr  seamen  t  Are  they  not 
seeured  in  these  rights  by  the  Constitution  7  and 
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are  we  not  boQod  bf  [be  most  aolemn  obligalioD 
to  protect  them  to  (be  ulmoet  of  out  power  1  (Vat. 
251,  sec.  1.)  "  Whosoever  uses  a  cttizen  ill,  iodi- 
'  rectly  oSeads  the  Stale — which  ODght  to  protect 
'  their  citizens — and  his  Sovereign  should  STeoge 
'  the  iDJuriei,  punish  the  a^j^ressor,  and,  if  possi- 
'  ble,  oblige  him  to  make  entire  satisfaction ;  since 
'  otherwise,  the  citizen  would  sot  oblain  the  great 
'  ead  of  the  civil  association,  wliich  is  safely." 

1  cannot  then  permit  myself  for  a  moraeot  to 
■appose  that  a  right  so  important,  secured  by  ties 
■0  sotemn,  and  so  palpably  vialaieil,  will  not  be 
protected  to  the  utmost  of  the  power  of  the  Coa- 
gress  of  the  United  States  by  all  the  legislative 
means  they  possess,  consistent  with  the  sound 
principles  of  legislaiton  and  good  goverament. 

B^  (be  ConsiiiutioD,  Congress  are  to  define  and 
pmntsh  piracy.  la  definiog  piracy,  I  wish  them 
not  to  exercise  a  wild,  but  legal  discreiioDj  wbiob 
is  itself  defined,  to  "discern  by  law  what  is  jusi." 
I  will  therefore  call  their  attention  to  the  subject, 
as  it  has  been  ooiMidered  by  the  law  of  nations, 
the  common  and  statute  law  of  Great  Britain. 
By  the  law  of  nations,  (MdI.  D.  J.  M.  57,)  "the 
'  attacking  a  ship  ai  sea  and  taking  away  soma  of 
'  the  mea  to  make  them  slaves,  is  piracy." 

Bv  the  eommoD  law,  (i  Blsc.  Com.  72,  3  Inst. 
109.)  piracy  consists  in  "committing  those  nets  of 
'  robbery  and  depredation  upon  tne  high  seas ' 
'  which  if  committed  upon  land  would  be  t^lony." 

"  Every  community  have  a  right  (4  Bl.  C,  c. 
'  71)  to  in6ict  that  punisbmant  upon  a  pirate  by 
'  the  rule  of  self-defence,  which  an  isdividuaL 
'  would  in  a  stale  of  nature  have  been  otherwise 
'  entitled  to,  for  any  invasion  of  his  person  or  pro- 
'  perly."  By  the  statute  of  Elizabeth,  (43.  Elliz.,) 
it  is  enacted  tbat  "  whoever  shall  hereafter,  wiih- 
'  oat  lawful  authority,  take  any  of  Her  Majesty's 
'  sobjecta  against  their  will  and  detain  tfaem  with 
'  force,  or  to  make  a  piey  or  spoil  of  his  person  or 
'  goods,  upon  deadly  fend,  or  otherwise,  i'hould  be 
'  adjodged  and  taken  to  be  a  felon,  and  sfaonld  suf- 
'  fet  the  pains  of  death  without  b«itfit  of  elerEy." 
This  statute  was  predicated  upon  a  state  of  tbmgs 
in  tbat  country,  not  more  intolerable  tiiaa  the 
present  state  of  American  seamen ;  nor  can  it  be 
considered  aa  an  incorrect  exercise  of  the  discre- 
tion of  Congresc  in  defloiog  piracy,  to  declare  the 
impressment  of  our  seamen,  and  coosigning  tbem 
10  so  abject  a  slavery  as  they  are  subject  to  on 
board  British  ships  of  war,  piracy — when,  by  the 
law  of  nations,  by  the  common  law,  and  by  the 
statute  of  Elizabeth,  we  discover  ourselves  per- 
fectly justified  in  so  doicg;  and  I  trust  we  can 
never  find  ourselves  less  disposed  to  protect  our 
citizens  than  Britain  has  be«n  to  protect  her  sub- 
jects; nor  of  declaring  tliat  act  piracy  committed 
on  the  high  sea,  that  Britain  considers  a  felony  of 
death  comrnilled  on  land.  Nor  can  we  feel  any 
difficulty  in  imposing  the  pains  of  death  on  the 
offender,  for  a  piracy  on  personal  liberty,  when 
we  impose  it  in  all  cases  of  piracy  on  property, 
and  when  we  consider  tbat  it  is  the  punishment 
imposed  by  all  nations  in  every  case  of  piracy. 
This  brings  me  to  the  second  section  of  the  bill, 
which  jiutifiee  the  repelling  force  by  fwce^  and 


gives  a  premium  for  destroying  the  pirate,  whom 
all  writers  denounce  as  an  outlaw,  and  hold  it 
lawful  to  destroy.  Sir  Edward  Coke  (3  ln:^t.  113) 
says  a  pirate  is  " SoetiM  Aumoni  generi*"  which 
is  an  enetny  to  the  hamaii  race.  "  That  an  out- 
'  lawed  felon  is  said  Lo  have  caput  Inpinum,  that 
'  he  might  be  knocked  on  the  Jiead  like  a  wolf  by 
'  any  one  that  should  meet  him,"  (Msrr.  C.  4,  a.  4, 
Co.  LiL  128;)  and.  Judge  Blackstoae  tells  uf  ia 
more  modern  times.  (4  Bl.  70.)  tbat  "  a  pirate  baa 
'  renounced  bU  the  beaefitsof  society  and  govern- 
'  mwt,  and  has  reduced  himself  afresh  to  the  sar- 
'  age  stale  of  itaiure  by  declaring  war  against  all 
'  mankind ;  all  mai^ind  must  deuare  war  againal 
'  him,  so  that  every  community  hath  a  rignt,  b^r 
'  the  rule  of  self-defence,  to  inflict  that  ptuusbr 
'  meut  upon  him  which  every  individual  would 
'  in  a  state  of  nature  have  been  otherwise  entitled 
'  to  do,  for  any  invasion  of  his  penon  or  properly." 
By  the  law  of  nations  (Vat.  137,  sec.  169)  "  The 
'  right  of  punishing,  which  in  a  state  of  nature 
'  belonged  to  each  individual,  is  founded  in  tba 
'  tight  of  safely.  Every  man  has  therefore  a  right 
'  to  preserve  himself  from  injury,  and  by  force  to 
'  provide  for  his  own  security,  against  those  who 
1  unjustly  attack  him."  Nor  are  we  left  lo  the 
elementary  writer*  aloD*  to  support  this  doctrine. 
The  'Very  point  has  been  judicially  determined 
in  the  (FosL  C.  h.  154)  case  of  Alexander  Broad- 
fool,  who  was  indicted  for  the  murder  of  Corne- 
lius Calahan,  and  acquitted  by  Judge  Foster's 
direction  to  tne  jury.  The  ca>*  was  ibis:  "Cap- 
'  tain  Hanway  had  a  pcest  warrant,  with  this  di- 
'reolion  inserted  in  the  body  of  it:  'You  ate  not 
'  to  entrust  any  person  with  the  execution  of  this 
'.warrant  but  a  commissioiicd  officer,  and  to  insert 
'  bis  name  and  office  in  the  depuiatiou  on  the 
'  other  side  hereof.'  Me  endorsed:  '1  do  hereby 
'  depute  A.  B.  a  Lieutenant  of  the  mortar  sloop 
'  to  impress,  icfi-'  On  25th  April,  1742,  Captain 
'  Hanway  being  at  anchor,  in  Kiogroad,  at  Bris- 
'  tol,  ordered. ihe  ship's  boat  down  the  channel,  to 
'  press  as  they  should  see  an  opportunity  ;  the 
'  Liegtenaot  staid  on  board  with  the  Captain.  In 
'  Ihe  evening  the  boat  came  up  with  the  Bremen 
'  Factor,  in  that  part  of  the  channel  in  the  ooun- 
'  ty  of  the  city  of  Bristol ;  some  of  the  crew  went 
'  on  board  in  order  to  press  men,  who  being  in* 
'  formed  that  one  or  two  of  the  Bremen's  men 
'  were  concealed  in  the  hold,  Calahan  with  threa 
'  others  -went  tbiibar  in  search  of  them,  where* 
'  upon  Broadfoot,  one  of  the  Bremen's  men  (who 
'  had  provided  a  blunderbnss  for  defeace  against 
'  the  ptess  gang)  called  out,  and  a^ed  them  what 
'  ihey  came  for ;  he  was  answered  by  some  of  Ihe 
'  press  gang:  '  We  come  for  you  and  your  com- 
'  radee.'  Whereupon  he  cried  out, '  Keep  back,  1 
'have  a  blunderbuss  loaded  with  swan  shot.' 
'  Upon  this  the  other  stopped,  but  did  nut  retire. 
'  He  then  cried  out, '  Where  is  your  Lieutenant  V 
'  and  being  answered,  '  He  is  not  far  oS,'  imme- 
'  diatel^  fired  among  them.  By  this  shot  Calahan 
'  was  killed,  and  one  or  two  of  the  press  gaux; 
'  wounded."  In  this  case,  as  you  perceive,  Broa£ 
foot  was  acquitted  by  the  direclion  of  Ihe  Judge. 
Then,  if  an  EogUsbmaa  may  kill  an  Elngliahiuui 
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in  the  Bttcmpt  to  imptess  him,  because  the  auihor- 
itjr  was  iocorrectl;  executed,  can  we  feel  a  doubt 
that  an  Americaa  may  kill  an  GnglishmaD,  when 
by  no  possibility  there  can  be  any  color  of  authar- 
ity ;  aod  that  too  wiihoui  the  jutisdietioa  and 
limits  of  the  British  empire,  when  sailing:  nnder 
tbe  protection  of  the  American  flag?    I  can  feel 

And  as  to  giving  a  bounty  for  killing  Ibis  hot- 
tia  kuvianx  gtnerit,  wearing  the  capui  fypinum, 
I  trust  there  can  be  no  objection,  when  we  con- 
sider the  practice  of  other  Stales  and  nations,  par- 
ticularly Britain  herself,  who,  by  the  statute  of 
George  II.,  (8  Oeo.  2, c.  24,)  gives  a  bounty  toen- 
conrage  the  deslrnciion  of  pirates.  The  statute 
is  in  these  woriis :  "  That,  to  encourage  the  de- 
'  fence  against  pirates,  the  coramanders  or  sea- 
'  men  wounded,  and  the  widows  of  such  seamen 
'  as  are  slain  in  anv  piratical  engagement,  shall 
'  be  entitled  to  a  Dounty,  to  be  divided  among 
'  iheni,  not  exceeding  the  value  of  one-fiftieth 
'  part  of  the  cargo  on  board."  Can  we  then,  with 
me  example  of  Britain  before  our  eyes,  giving 
bounty  for  ihe  protection  of  property,  feel  any  re- 
luctance in  giving  a  bounty  ibr  the  protection  of 
libertyl     Can  it   be  possible   that  Britain   shall 


,    -  »ill 

protect  the  liberty  and  lives  of  ber  citizens?  1 
will  not  for  a  moment  permit  the  hateful  idea  to 
torment  me.  It  cannot  be  so.  As  these  provis- 
ions are  Tueie  declarations  of  the  law,  that  our 
seamen  may  know  their  rights,  and  resist  the  un- 
lawful force  with  safety ;  and  as  the  exercise  of 
this  repulsive  force  may  induce  severities  and 
death  itself,  it  becomes  necesiiBry  to  secure  the 
exercise  of  it  bv  the  provisions  of  this  act.  There- 
fore the  next  cliuse  is  introduced,  authorizing  the 
President  to  retaliate  in  case  of  any  cruelties  ex- 
ercised.on  our  seamen.  This  is  dictated  by  the 
soandest  policy,  legitimaied  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  recognised  by  our  own  laws.  By  the 
law  of  nations,  (Vat.  436,  j  341,)  "  when  a  sor- 
'  ereign  is  not  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which 
'  bis  subjects  are  treated  by  Ihe  law  and  custom  nf 
'  another  nation,  he  is  at  liberty  to  declare  he  will 
'  treat  the  snbjects  of  that  nation  in  the  same 
'  manner  his  subject*  are  treated ;  ibis  is  called 
'  the  Law  of  Retortion.  There  is  nothing  in  this 
'  but  what  is  conformable  to  sound  politics." 
(Vat.  433,  §  351.)  At  Athens,  the  law  permitted 
the  relations  ofbim  who  had  been  assasstoaled  to 
seize  three  of  tbe  natives  of  that  country,  anij  de- 
Iain  them  till  ihe  murderer  was  punished  or  de- 
livered up,  aod  our  own  law  recognises  this  prin- 
ciple. By  the  act  of  3d  March,  1799,  it  is  provided, 
that  if  any  seaman,  who  shall  have  been  impres- 
sed on  board  any  vessel  of  the  Powers  at  war 
wilh  France,  who  shall  be  taken  by  France,  and 
hath  suffered  death,  or  any  corporal  punishment 
by  tbe  authority  of  France  or  any  officer  nnder 
their  authuritjr,  tbe  PresideDi  shall  cause  the  most 
rieorous  retahalioo  to  be  executed  on  any  citizen 
of  the  French  Republic  that  may  be  taken  under 
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lisbmen.  By  the  law  of  naiioos  (Vat.  434,  §  Ssl) 
these  measures  are  milder  than  war,  wbieh  in* 
rolves  the  innocent  with  the  guilty.  "The 
'  Piioce,  therefore,  who  attempts  this  method,  in- 
'  stead  of  comiog  to  an  open  rupture,  is  doubtless 
'  worthy  of  peace,  on  account  of  his  moderation 
'  and  prudence;  but  ibey  who  run  to  arms  wiih- 
'  out  necessity,  are  scourges  to  the  human  race, 
'  barbarians,  enemies  to  society,  aod  rebels  to  the 
'  law  of  nations,  or,  rather,  lo  the  tiommon  Father 
'  of  mankind." 

This  brings  me  lo  the  last  section  of  the  bill, 
which  secures  the  impressed  seaman  compensa- 
tion for  his  false  imprisonment  not  far  beyond  the 
wages  in  the  merchant  service,  and  authorizea 
tbe  Bllachment  of  so  much  of  toe  debts  to  Brit- 
ish subjects  as  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose, 
there  being  no  other  means  of  redress.  All  man- 
kind will  declare  it  just,  and  Brilaia  herself  has 
judicially  established  the  principle  in  the  case  de- 
cided by  C.  J.  Pratt,  afterwards  Lord  Camden, 
(Say.  Dam.  219.)  Tbe  case  was  in  an  action  for 
false  imprisonment  The  Earl  of  Halifax,  one  of 
His  Majesty's  princioal  Secretaries  of  State, 
granted  a  warrant,  witoout  previous  information, 
against  a  journeyman  printer  of  North  Brilain, 
who  was  kept  six  hours  and  treated  cirilly;  300 
pounds  damages  were  giveo.  On  a  motion  for  a 
new  trial,  because  of  excessive  damages,  Pratt, 
Chief  Justice,  declared  thai,  as  it  wss  a  general 
warrant  and  an  attack  upon  public  liberiy  and 
against  Magna  Gharta,  and  as  they  attempted  to 
justify  its  legality,  ihere  ought  to  be  exemplary 
damages;  and  in  all  cases  wherever  an  injury  la 
done  under  the  color  of  authority,  as  where  an 
officer  under  an  authority  to  impress  exceeds  that 
authority.    Motion  overruled. 

It  will  not,  then,  be  said  hy  an  American  Con- 
gress, that,  for  the  false  imprisonment  of  an  Amer- 
ican seaman  sixty  dollars  per  month  can  be  too 
high,  for  his  bondage  on  boarda  Brillsbshipof  war, 
exposed  to  every  hardship,  when  a  British  subject. 
for  six  hours  confinement,  with  civil  treatment, 
had  eight  hundred  dollars  damages  by  a  British 
jury ;  nor  can  the  method  of  recovering  the  same 
be  opposed  upon  sound  principles.  (VaL  431,  see. 
350.)  By  the  law  of  nations,  "justice  is  said  to 
'  be  denim],  when  ths  subject  is  not  permilled  to 
'  establish  his  right  in  the  ordinary  tribunal*  of 
'justice,or  when  great  and  unreasonable  delay  is 
'  effected,  equivalent  to  a  refusal."  And  it  can 
never  be  said  that,  after  ten  years  spent  in  fruit- 
less negotiation,  and  afler  we  have  been  informed 
by  the  President  "thai  every  spark  of  hope  ia 
extinguished,"  and  the  cuo  ol  bumitiaiion  drain' 
ed  lo  its  dregs,  that  the  delay  is  not  unreasonable 
and  equivalent  lo  a  refusal.  And  we  are  author- 
ized by  the  law  of  nations  (Vat.  151,  sec.  1)  to 
retaliate,  to  enforce,  if  possible,  the  making  the 
citizen  entire  satisfaction.  It  may  be  objected, 
however,  that  this  remedy  is  in  violation  of  the 
Treaty  of  London  of  19th  November,  1794,  which 
secures  ihe  inviolability  of  British  debts;  but  it 
will  be  recollected  that  ihis  violation  oa  our  part 
is  induced  by  the  violation  of  the  same  treaty  by 
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Great  Brilsin  bjr  an  attack  on  the  liberty  of  the 
ciiizeD,  aod  it  can  oeret  be  said  that  we  are  Dot 
justified  by  clairaing  the  damages  we  have  receiv- 
ed by  a  violation  on  perEooal  liberty,  as  a  correct 
set-off  against  any  damages  they  may  receive  by 
a  breach  of  the  same  coQiract,  by  an  attack  oa 
personai  property.  It  can  never  be,  in  the  eye  of 
justice  and  in  a  land  of  liberty,  that  property  is 
more  to  be  respected  than  liberty,  nor  can  we  feel 
ourselves!  unauthorized,  when  the  law  of  retalia- 
tion and  self- preservation,  which  are  written  on 
the  heart  of  man  by  the  finger  of  Omaipotence, 
holds  UB  justified.  Nor  when  we  consider  that 
we  ourselves  have  totally  annulled  and  declared 
void  the  Treaty  with  Prance,  because  of  her  vio- 
lation of  her  treaty  by  the  spoliations  on  our  com- 
merce; refusing  Co  do  us  justice,  can  we  hesitate 
lo  make  thia  partial  repeal  of  (he  Treaty  with 
Qreal  Britaio  so  far  only  as  is  necessary  to  do  our 
oppressed  seamen  justice,  by  the  sacrifice  of  Brit- 
ish property  at  the  shrine  of  American  liberty, 
when  we  refiect  tbat  it  is  the  only  meaas  where- 
by we  can  remunerate  our  enslaved  seamen  for 
their  cruel  bondage ;  that  the  safety  of  the  people 
is  the  supreme  law,  and  that  we  are  the  sentinels 
to  protect  their  rights  and  avenge  their  wrongs? 


cUi 
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^  ,  and  assigning 

Its  particular  duties. 

Agreeahly  to  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr.  Sbith, 
of  Ohio,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brins  in  a 
bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  certain  lot  ofland; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  aecond 
reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pasaed 
■  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Ch>r- 
ernor,  Secretary,  and  Judges,  of  the  Territory  of 
tbe  United  Slates  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio;" 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  extending  the  powers 
of  the  Surveyor  Oeneral  to  the  Territory  of  Louis, 
iana,  and  for  other  purposes;"  in  which  l»lls  they 
desire  the  eoucurrence  c^tbe  Senate. 

The  bills  were  read  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  makingan  additional 
appvopriaiion  to  sup[dy  the  deficiency  in  the  ap- 
propriatioB  for  the  naval  service  during  (he  year 
1805,"  was  read  the  second  lime  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and,  having  been  reported  to  the 
House  without  amendment,  it  was,  by  unanimous 
consent,  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion,  that  it  be 

Raohtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in<]oire 
why  the  eipenditures  in  the  Navy  Department,  for  the 
ye«r  1806,  havo  m  fsr  eiceeded  the  appropriation  kft 
(he  same,  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration. 

On  motion,  that  it  be 

Reaohedy  Thstlhc  President  of  the  United  State*  be 
requested  to  c*ua«  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  copy 
of  Mr.  Monroe's  Utter  to  the  Secretary  <rf  State,  dated 


It  wag  agreed  that  this  motion  lie  for  considera- 
tion. 

The  bill  to  empower  George  Rapp  and  his  as- 
sociates, in  the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  purchase 
certain  lands,  was  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and,  an  amendment  having  been  proposed. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

The  hill  for  the  protection  and  indemaificaiioD 
of  American  seamen  was  read  the  second  lirae, 
and  the  further  consideration  (hereof,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  was  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next. 

On  motion  theSeoateTcsamedtheseeond  reading 
of  (he  confidential  bill,  entitled  "Anact  making  pro- 
vision for  any  extraordinary  expenses  atlendiog 
the  intercourse  between  the  United  Stales  aad 
foreign  nations,"  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ; 
and  the  bill  having  heeo  reported  (o  the  House 
without  amendment, 

Ordered,  That  (he  (bird  reading  thereof  be  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next. 

We  ONE  8  DAT,  January  2S, 

The  bill,  eutilled  "Anacteitendii>g  the  powers 
of  the  Surveyor  Gkneral  to  the  Territory  of  Lou- 
isiana, and  for  olher  purposes,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Wortbihoton, 
Baldwin,  Whioht,  Moobe,  and  Andeb80m,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  hill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
Governor,  Secretary,  and  Judges,  of  the  late  ter- 
ritory of  ihe  United  States  northwest  of  the  rivet 
Ohio,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Maci.av,  Kitcbel,  and  Smith,  of  Ohio, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Maclat  slated  in  his  place,  that  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  PeoBsylvania  bad  passed  ■ 
resolulion,  that  their  Seoators  in  Congress  be  in- 
structed to  obtain  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  SiategrespecliDg  the  Judiciary; 
and  fubmiiled  the  fallowing  motion,  which  waa 
read  and  laid  on  the  table: 

Retoieed,  by  ike  Senate  and  Hmite  of  Repretemta- 
fivet  of  the  iMited  State*  of  Amaiea  in  Congrt—  aa> 
leiabied,  ttm-thirds  of  both  Hmttet  eoneurriitg,  That 
the  following  article  be  proposed  lo  the  Legialalore*  of 
the  several  mates  as  aa  amendment  to  the  Conttitutien 
of  the  United  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  three- 
foorthi  of  the  uid  Legislatures,  ahalJ  be  valid,  as  part 
of  the  said  Constitution,  to  wit : 

The  Judicial  povier  of  the  United  States  shaD  not  be 
construed  to  extend  lo  controTersies  between  a  State 
and  the  citizens  of  aaather  State  ;  between  ciliien*  of 
diSbrent  StB.tea ;  betireea  citizens  of  the  same  State 
clHiming  lands  under  gntnlg  of  diHerent  States;  and 
between  a  State  or  the  citizens  thereof,  and  foreign 
States,  citiiena,  or  subjects. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  certain  lot  of 
land  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs,  Smith,  of  Ohio,  Baldwin,  and  Tbacy,  to 
consider  end  report  thereon. 

The  bill  (o  empower  George  Rapp  and  his  as- 
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soctates,  in  the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  purcht 
ceruio lands,  was rcEumed  as  in  ComcDitteeof  tbe 
IVhole;  and  recorainitied  lo  Messrs.  Smith,  of 
Maifland,  Bkaqlb;,  and  Wobtbihotoei,  farther 
to  coniider  aad  repoct  ihereoa. 

CLASaiFICATION  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Marylaod,  agreeably  to  notice 

^iveD  yesterday,  asked  and  obtaiaed  leave  to  brinff 

la  the  folio wi nil  bill,  which  was  read  and  ordared 

to  a  Eccond  read)ns>: 

A  Bill  fcr  dsBsing  the  Mili^a,  and  assigning;  to  each 
clan  its  psrticulai  duties. 

Bt  it  enacted,  i^c.  That  eiety  free,  abled-bodied 
white  mole  ciLiien  of  the  United  Slates,  of  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  mi  under  the  ago  of  forly-five,  whose 
principal  occupation  is  not  on  the  high  sea,  or  the  tide 
-waters  wiLhin  the  United  States,  shall  be  of  the  militia 
for  the  land  servim  of  the  United  States.  The  persons 
mo  to  constitute  the  land  militft,  shall  be  eDioUsd  by 
their  names  end  ages,  in  their  proper  districts,  and  in 
books  kept  for  tbat  purpose;  such  enrollment  to  he 
maile  without  delay  of  those  nov  wilhin  the  desorip- 
tion,  and  from  time  to  time  ss  to  others  who  shall  her«- 
after  becoiBa  so,  alwaya  noting  the  date  of  enrollment, 
and  placing  in  a  distinct  page,  oi  part  of  the  boofe, 
those  of  every  ciifferatit  year  of  age,  from  forty-five 
down  lo  eighteen. 

The  said  militia  sbsll  be  dislributad  inta  classes  as 
follows,  to  wit :  The  juiuor  class  shsU  be  composed  of 
those  above  twentj-ono,  and  under  twenty-sii  yeaisof 
age ;  the  middle  class  of  those  above  twenty-six,  and 
luider  thirly-Gve  years  of  ags  ;  the  senior  clsas  of  those 
above  thirty-Gve  and  under  fori  v-five  yean  of  sga  i  and 
those  above  eigbteea,  and  under  inenly-one  yean  of 
age  diall  compose  the  minor  class. 

The  JBuor  dam  sbsU  be  liable  to  psfbno  all  scdTe 
■ervicta  within  the  United  States,  or  Uie  coimtria  next 
adjacent,  by  lours  of  duly,  not  to  exceed  one  year  in 
any  two;  and  in  order  that  the  said  gervices  oisj  be 
required  of  them  eqnslly,  those  of  every  bsttalion  shall, 
by  its  commanding  officer,  be  immediately  divided  by 
lot  into  ten  parts,  or  portions,  as  nesHy  equal  as  may 
b«;  eadi  portion  to  be  distinguisbed  b;  its  particular 
number,  from  one  to  ten,  and  to  be  called  into  duty  in 
the  order  of  their  nnmbers,  such  call  extending  to  so 
matiy  numbers  ss  the  eiigency  may  require,  and  every 
person  so  called  on,  may  be  assigned  to  the  service  of 
Ae  anHlary.  infiintry,  cavalry,  or  of  any  other  descrip- 
^on,  as  the  competent  authority  shall  direct. 

In  consideration  of  the  sasiduous  discipline  required 
from  the  junior  elass,  and  of  the  services  Ihcy  shall 
have  performed,  or  been  liable  to  perform  while  in  it, 
they  sbsll  never  after  passing  into  the  middle  class,  be 
Hablo  to  artnal  service,  but  where  the  junior  cless  for 
the  time  being  is  inadequate  to  the  eiigency ;  and 
then  in  their  own  or  one  of  the  adjoining  States  only, 
and  by  lours  not  exceeding  three  months  in  any  year; 
fer  which  purpose  they  shall  be  distributed  into  sections 
and  callpd  on  in  routine,  u  is  providsd  in  the  case  of 
the  junior  class. 

The  senior  and  minor  classes  shall  be  liable  to  be 
called  on  to  do  dnly  viithin  their  own  Slate  only,  and  by 
lours  not  exceeding  three  months  in  any  yesr,  snd 
they  shall  be  separately  distributed  into  portions  and 
numbers,  and  called  on  in  rouline  as  provided  for  the 
other  classes. 

Exemptions  from  militia  dnly,  excapt  in  cases  <rf  t»- 


ligions  scruple  against  bearing  arms,  shall  only  extend 
to  Uie  ordinsry  duties  of  muelsring  and  disciplinii^, 
after  bsving  entered  the  middle  or  senior  class,  but  all 
exempts  shall  be  enrolled  in  their  classes  snd  number^ 
tod  when  called  on  br  aetusl  military  service,  shall  be 
bound  as  others  are  to  pertom  their  due  tours. 

If  any  person  called  ou  to  do  the  actual  duties  of  his 
classj  shall  refuse,  or  unnecessarily  delay  to  eater  On 
duty,  he  shall  be  arrested  ss  a  deseilsr,  either  by  llie 
civil  or  military  authority,  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
proper  military  officer,  and  either  punished  as  a  de- 
serter, or  compelled  to  perform  his  tour  of  duty.  Bat 
any  person  so  called  on  may  compute  his  personal  ser- 
vice, by  tsndering  as  s  substitute  sn  able-bodied  whita 
msD,  s  citizen  of  the  United  Btatcs,  fit  for  the  service 
iu  the  judgment  of  the  officer  who  is  to  command  him, 
and  willing  la  engage  Uierein.  And  alt  persons,  while 
engaged  in  performing  a  tour  of  duty,  shall  have  the 
pay  and  rations  atloiKd  in  the  snny  of  the  United 
States,  and  be  rabject  to  the  rulsa,  regulations,  snd  as- 
ticles,  provided  for  the  girvemment  of  the  sane. 

8ic.  S.  And  bt  it  furtker  matfed.  That  all  prosta- 
ions  in  any  law  of  the  United  Stalea,  or  of  any  portio- 
ular  State,  or  Territory,  inconsistent  with  those  (rf  this 
act,  are  hereby  repe^d )  and  all  provioona  in  tiw  law* 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  State  tat  Ter- 
liloiy  not  inconsialeat  herewith,  shall  be  nodentood  to 
be  left  in  force,  and  liable  to  alteration  by  their  respect- 
ive enacting  authorities. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
molioo  made  yesterday,  thai  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  be  requested  lo  coramtiDicaietolhe 
Senate  a  copy  of  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  to  the  8e«- 


Remlved,  That  the  Preddentof  the  Umled  Stales  be 


roe's  letter  to  tbs  Secrstary  of  Stale,  dated  I8tb  of  Oo- 
(sber,  ISOB,  with  a  postscrq>t,  dated  36th,  which  was 
read  in  Senate  on  Friday  last,  and  withdrawE  to  bt 
laid  before  the  House  of  Iwpresentstives. 

Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made  that  the  pro- 
posed resolaiion  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  ; 
and,  on  qiotion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Tbdrsdat,  January  23. 

Mr.  WoBTHmoTON,  from  thft  committee  ap- 
poimed  on  the  sabject,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  in 
part  the  fourth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  a  irrant  of  lands  to  the  French  inhab- 
itants at  Oalliopolis,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
meuiioDed  ;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bhadlet  presenied  the  petition  of  Seth 
Harding,  commander  of  a  ship  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  daring  the  Revolationarj  var, 
io  nfaichservice  he  received  extreme  bodily  injury, 
as  is  stated  at  larg-e  in  his  petition,  and  praying 
such  pecuniary  relief  as  may,  to  Congress,  seetn 
reasonable  for  a  person  debilitated  by  public  ser- 
vice ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Bhadlet,  Tract,  and  Sdmteh,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  TtTBNBR  communicated  the  represeotation 
of  the. Slate  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  subject  of 
certain  pentionets  on  the' list  of  Uiat  Slate,  and 
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■uggestio^  lo  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  Coa^t 
the  propriety  of  placing  them  on  ihe  peoaJOD  list  of 
the  United  States;  and  the  repreaentation  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  commitiee 
appointed  the  20lh  of  December  last,  on  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  net  making  provision  for  persons  that 
Ihave  been  disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in 
the  actual  service  of  the  United  Stales,  dnriag  (he 
Revoluiionaiy  war,"  loconsiderand  report  thereon. 

The  bill  for  classing  the  militia,  and  assigning 
to  each  clans  its  particular  duties,  was  re&d  the 
second  lime,  and  referred  ;o  Messrs,  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  Sumter,  ADAiK,BBAnLEy,and  Smitb. 
of  New  York,  lo  consider  and  leport  thereon. 

The  followinfj  motion  was  made  and  secoDded, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration  : 

Retohed,  That  tha  report  and  uUmatei  of  the  ap- 
ptopriations  necwaaiy  Sat  the  year  one  thousand  eigbl 
faanilriil  and  aii,  be  refened  to  a  aeleet  commiUee,  with 
iaatructiotu  to  inquire  into  the  ipccific  expenditures  of 
the  TeapectiTe  Department!. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
■notion  that  the  President  or  the  United  Slates  be 
requested  to  communicate  a  copy  of  Mr.  Monroe's 
letter  lo  the  Secretary  of  Stale ;  and,  on  motion  il 
was  agreed  that  the  doors  of  the  Senate  should  be 
closed  ;  and,  after  debate,  it  was  agreed  to  amend 


the: 


IS  follow 


Raolved,  That  the  Prerident  of  the  United  atatei  be 
nqueated,  if  he  Bhail  judge  the  wme  to  be  proper,  to 
make  a  further  communicition  to  the  Senate  of  Mr. 
Monroe'a  letter  to  the  Becretary  of  State,  dated  ISlh 
October,  1S0G,  with  a  potticript,  dated  25th  October, 
wbirh  wsB  read  in  the  Senate  on  Friday  lut 

And,  on  the  question  (o  adopt  the  resolution  as 
■mended,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  23,  nays  6,  as  follows : 

Yaia — Meisn.  Adair,  Adana,  Baldwin,  Bradley, 
Fenner,  GailUrd,  Gihnui,  Hlllhouae,  Maclay,  MilchiU, 
Moore,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith,  of  Marylaad,  Smith 
«f  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tenoeapee, 
South  of  Vermont,  Sumter,  Throaton,  Tracy,  Whil«  and 
Wright 

Nai8 — Measra.  Anderson,  Gondii,  Kitchel,  Logan, 
Turner,  and  Wortbing;ton. 

FninAY,  January  24. 

James  A.  Bayard,  appointed  a  Senator  foi  the 
Slate  of  Delaware,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  com- 
jnencing  on  the  fourth  of  March  last,  produced 
his  credentials,  which  were  read;  and,  the  oath 
prescribed  by  law  having  been  administered,  he 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesideht  of  the  Unitbo  States  : 
To  the  Senait  of  the  Vmted  Staitt.- 

According  to  the  reqnut  of  your  resolution  of  yes- 
terday, I  again  communicate  the  letter  of  the  Minister 
PlenipatenliHTj  of  the  United  Stales  at  London,  to  the 
Secretary  of  that  GoTamment  for  Foreign  Affairs,  dated 
October  ISlh,  1805,  with  a  poslacript  of  October  25th, 
but  sUll  in  confidence  that  the  matter  of  it  ahsll  not  be 
made  public. 

Jaheahi  M,  1606.  TH.  JEFFEHSON. 

The  Message  and  paper  were  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 


Monday,  January  ^. 

Mr,  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  t 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  28d  instant  the  bill 
to  empower  George  Rapp  and  his  associates,  in 
theSociely  of  Harmony,  to  purchase  certain  lands, 
reported  the  bill  amended:  and  the  ameDdment 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  23d  instant  the  petition  of 
Seth  Harding,  made  report;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Bbadlby,  from  the  same  committee,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Seth  Harding  late  a  captain  in  the  Navy  of  the 
United  Stales ;  and  the  VU  was  read  and  ordered 
lo  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  ibe  House  of  RepreseolaliTes 
informed  the  Senate  that  ihe  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  Au  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in 
certain  cases,  lo  State  judges  and  State  courlsj" 
Also,  a  bill,  entilkd  "  An  act  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment from  Ihe  militia  ot  ihe  United  Slates;"  in 
which  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 


pR) 

To  ihe  Senate  of  tht  Untied  Staiar 

According  to  the  desire  of  the  Senate,  expressed  in 
their  reeolution  of  the  10th  insUnI  Inow  communicate 
to  them  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  it« 
documents,  staling  certain  new  principles  attempted  to 
be  introduced  on  the  subject  of  neutral  rights,  iojuiiouB 
to  therighti  and  interests  of  the  United  States.  Tbese, 
with  my  Message  to  both  Houses,  of  the  ITth  Instant 
and  the -documents  accompanying  it,  fulfil  the  deairei 
of  the  Senate  as  far  ss  il  can  be  done  by  any  informa- 
tion in  my  poaa  anion  which  is  anihentie  and  not  pub- 
licly known.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

jAaiTAii  27   180«. 

D»ABT>EKT  at  State,  Jon.  35,  1606. 

Tha  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  President  baa 
been  pleased  to  reter  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  dated 
OR  the  10th  inalaDl,  has  the  honor  to  make  Uie  follow- 
ing report: 

The  most  important  of  the  principles  interpolated 
Into  the  law  of  nations,  is  that  which  appears  to  be 
maintained  by  the  British  GoTernment,  and  iti  pdie 
couita,  that  a  trade  opened  to  the  neutiala  by  a  nation 
at  war,  on  account  of  the  war,  is  unlawful. 

The  principle  has  been  relaxed  fiom  time  to  time, 
by  ordera  allowing  as  favora  to  neutrals,  particular 
branches  of  trade,  disailowed  by  the  general  principle ; 
which  ordera  have  alio,  in  eonie  instances,  extended 
the  modifications  of  the  principle  beyond  its  avowed 

In  like  manner,  the  last  of  these  ordera,  bearing  date 
the  34th  of  June,  1S03,  baa  iuoorporated  with  the  re- 
laxation a  collateral  principle,  which  is  itself  an  inter- 
polation, namely,  that  a  veaiel  on  a  return  voyage  la 
liable  to  capture  by  the  circumstance  of  her  having  on 
the  outward  voyage,  conveyed  contraband  articles  to 
an  enemy'e  port.  How  tai  a  like  penalty  attached  bj 
the  same  order  to  the  circnnutance  of  a  previous  com- 
munication with  a  blockaded  port,  would  likewiae  be 
an  intenwlation,  may  depend  upon  the  constraction 
under  which  that  pert  of  it 
b«  carried  into  B.        '" 


ori^\aa  b 
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Th«  gaiwral  ftiisci^e  &M  ilxtTe  ittted,  ta  IbU); 
qiplied  to  Te.«xpart*tioiu  of  utidM  imported  into 
neutral  cotintriea  from  hostila  coloniw,  or  vice  Tenm, 
by  coQiideriDg  the  re-ciportation  in  many  casea,  ai  a 
cantinnation  of  the  original  royage,  farnia  another  io- 
lerpolation,  deeply  afiectios  the  trade  of  neutrals.  For 
■  fuller  Tiew  of  ihii  and  come  othar  interpolations,  re- 
ferenoea  may  be  had  to  the  docnmcnta  communicated 
with  the  meMige  to  Congreaa  of  the  ITth  inatant. 

The  Britiah  pHnciple,  which  makes  a  notification  to 
fanugn  Ga*emments  of  an  intended  blockade,  eqni*a- 
lent  to  nodee  reqnired  by  the  law  of  nationi,  before  the 
penally  can  be  incarred ;  and  that  which  subjeeta  to 
captnre  leesela  arriring  at  a  port,  in  the  interral  be- 
tween a  removal  and  retom  of  the  blockading  force, 
are  other  important  deTiationa  from  Ae  code  of  public 
law. 

Another  nnjnatifiable  meaanre  ia  the  mode  ofaearch 
practised  by  the  Britiah  ihipe,  nhicb  inateail  of  remain- 
ing at  a  proper  distance  tiom  the  Tesael  to  be  aearBbed 
and  sending  tbeir  own  boat  nith  a  few  men  for  the 
parpose.  compel  tho  veiaal  to  send  her  paper*  in  hei 
own  boat,  and  sometimea  with  great  danger  from  the 
condition  of  the  boat,  and  the  state  of  the  weather. 

To  theae  instances,  vrithout  adverting  to  others  of 
an  inferior  or  leaa  definite  character,  in  the  practice  of 
Great  Britain,  must  be  Eulded  the  assumed  right  to  im- 
picBs  peraona  from  American  Tessela,  sailing  under  the 
American  flag,  on  the  high  seaa.  An  eiplanation  of 
thia  practice  will  be  found  in  the  extract  from  the  in- 
atructions  to  Mr.  Monroe,  communicated  with  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  above  referred  to. 

Among  the  inleipolations  intiaduced  by  the  French 
Government,  is  a  decree,  dated  June  6,  (18  Prairial, 
year  1^)  importing  that  every  privateer  of  which  two- 
thirds  of  the  crenr  ahould  not  be  natives  of  England,  or 
•ubjecis  of  a  Power  the  enemy  of  France,  ahall  be  eon- 
Bderad  as  pirates. 

Another  is  evidenced  by  the  resnlt  ot  an  application 
made  by  the  depu^  coneul  of  the  United  States  at 
Cadix,  through  the  French  consul,  to  Admiral  Villen- 
enve,  for  the  liberation  of  some  seamen  of  the  United 
States  who  were  on  beard  the  French  fleet  under  his 
command.  The  answer  of  the  Admiral,  dated  SBth  Au- 
gust last,  (11  Fmctidor,  13th  year,)  states,  (bat  "A  de- 
cision ot  His  Imperial  and  Royal  Majeaty  provides,  that 
every  foreigner  found  on  board  the  veeiels  of  war  or 
of  commerce  of  the  enemy,  is  to  be  treated  as  a  prisoner 
of  war,  and  can  have  no  right  to  the  prolecUon  of  the 
diplomatic  and  commercial  agents  of  his  nation-" 

Other  nnjuBtifiable  innovations  on  the  law  of  nations, 
are  eiemplifled  in  the  decree  of  General  Ferrand,  lately 
passed  at  the  city  of  St.  Domingo,  a  tran^ation  of 
which  is  annexed. 

The  irregular  mode  of  search  above  described  is  also 
practised  by  the  cruisers  of  France  and  Spain. 

The  cruiseia  of  the  two  latter  Powers  hsve  harassed 
tin  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  various  other 
forms,  but  as  it  ia  not  known  or  believed  that  (heir  con- 
duct has  been  prescribed  or  sanctioned  by  the  public 
authority  of  their  rwpective  nations,  they  are  not  con- 
sidered as  falling  irilhin  the  purview  of  the  reeolutiDn 
of  the  Senate.  JAMES  MADISON. 

The  Message  EtDd  doeumeots  theiein  meDlioned 
were  read  and  ordered  to  he  for  cod  side  rati  on. 

TtiEBOAv,  January  28. 

Mr.  LooAH  gave  notice  that  be  would,  on 

Tbimday  next,  ask  leave  i»  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 


panishment  of  persons  counterfeiting  ihe  carrent 
coin  of  the  United  States,  sad  for  other  purposes. 

The  bills  yesterday  brought  up  from  the  House 
of  RepreseotBlivea  for  concuitencE,  were  severally 
read  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  WoHTHiNOTON  gsve  notice  that  he  would, 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  lolirinK  in  a  bill  ezplanatory 
□fthe  act,  entitled  "An  act  Turthei  providing  for 
the  government  of  the  District  of  Louisiana,"  and 
the  ordinance  of  Cougiess  of  13(h  July,  1787. 

The  Pbebioent  commuaicaled  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  made  in  nnrBuanee  of  the 
resolution  of  Senate  of  Sd March  last;  and  the  re- 
port was  read  eod  ordered  to  tie  for  consideration. 

The  bill  to  repeal  in  part  the  fourth  section  of 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a  grant  of 
lands  to  the  French  inhabilanis  of  Galliopolis,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  tnemioned,"  was  re- 
sumed, as  m  Commitiee  of  the  Whole;  and  hav- 
ing been  reported  to  the  House  without  amend- 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  retd- 
ing- 

The  bill  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the 
support  of  the  library,  was  resumed  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  and  having  been  amended, 
was  reported  to  the  Hou.se,  and, 

Ch-dtred,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
as  ameoded. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Harding,  late 
a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates,  waa 
read  a  second  time,  as  id  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Ordered  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratiDti  of  tba 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  recommit- 
ted the  bill  to  empower  Qeorge  Rapp  and  his 
associates,  of  the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  pur- 
chase certain    lands;  and  having  adopted  the 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing, as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  22d  instant,  that  it  be 

ReiotBid,  That  the  report  and  estimates  of  the  ap- 
propriations necesaaiy  (or  the  year  1806,  be  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the 
specific  expenditures  of  the  teapective  departments; 

And  agreed  thereto;  and 

Ordered  That  Messrs.  Tracy,  Baldwin,  Ah- 
PERSON,  MiTCHiLL,  and  Suith,  of  Maryland,  be 
the  commitiee  to  report  thereon. 

Mr.  LooAN  presented  the  memorial  and  petition 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  stating  the  ira- 
poTlance  thereof  to  the  public,  and  praying  ihe 
protection  and  aid  of  Congress  :n  the  completion 
of  the  work  ;  and  the  petition  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Looan,  Batarp,  and  Bradlet, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage of  the  I7th  instant,  and  the  papers  accom- 
panying the  same,  as  relates  lo  the  spoliations  of 
out  commerce  on  the  high  seas,  and  informs  us  of 
the  new  principles  aseumed  by  the  British  Courts 
of  Admiralty,  a»  a  pretext  tot  the  condemnation* 
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of  our  Tesset*  in  their  prize  courts,  be  referred  to 
Ihft  comoiittee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  15th 
instant,  thit  part  of  ilie  President's  Message  relat- 
ion thereto. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  from  the  commities  to 
vhomwas  referred,  on  the  22d  instant,  the  bill 
authorizing  the  sale  of  a  ceitain  lot  of  land,  re- 
ported amendments ;  which  were  read  and  ardered 
to  tie  for  consideration. 

TRADE  WITH  ST.  DOMINGO. 

Mr.  LooAN,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  16tb 
instant  the  bill  to  suspend,  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  the  French 
hland  of  St.  Domingo,  reported  [he  same  amend- 
ed ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  for  coDEideralion. 

The  bill  is  as  follows: 
A  Bill  to  BQspend  the  camoiercial  inlercoEuse  between 

the  United  Slstn  and  c«Ttaia  parts  of  the  island  of 

St.  DoDoingo. 

Be  it  enacted  J^t.,  That  all  commflrcial  intercourse 
between  any  penon  or  persotu  resident  nithin  the 
United  States,  and  nnr  person  or  persons  resident 
within  any  part  of  the  island  of  St.  Dominso,  not  in 
possession,  and  ondei  the  acknowledged  Govemtncnt 
of  France,  shall  be,  and  boa  and  allei  due  notice  of 
Ais  act  at  the  custom  honscs  respectively,  is  bsTebj 
prohibited.  And  any  ship  or  vesset,  owned,  hired  or 
onployed,  wholly  or  in  part,  by  sny  person  or  persons 
resident  within  ihe  United  Slstes,  or  by  iny  citizen  or 
dtizens  thereof,  resident  elsewhere,  and  sailing  from 
any  port  of  the  United'  States  aAer  that  time,  or  from 

any  other  port  in  Americs,  after  the day  of 

neit ;  or  from  any  other  port  whatever,  alW  the 

day  of neit;  which,  contrary  to  the  intent  hereof, 

Aall  be  voluntsirily  canied,  or  shall  be  destined  to 
pioeeed,  whether  directly,  oi  fiom  any  intermediate 
irort  or  jdace,  to  any  port  or  place  within  the  island  of 
St.  Domingo,  siid  not  in  posseaeion,  and  under  the  ac- 
kuowledsed  Government  ofFrance ;  and  also  any  cargo 
which  shall  be  found  on  board  of  such  ship  or  vessel, 
Vfaen  detected  or  interrupted  in  such  unlawful  purpose, 
M  et  her  return  from  such  voyage  to  the  United  States, 
■ball  be  wholly  forfeited,  and  may  be  seized  and  con- 
demned in  any  court  oflhe  United  States. 

Sic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaeltd.  That  after  due 
notice  of  this  act  at  the  several  cuHtom  bouses,  no  ship 
or  vessel  whatever  shall  receive  a  clearance  for  any 
port  or  placQ  within  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  and  not 
m  the  actual  pOBseesion  of  Franco  :  nor  shall  any  clear- 


by  any  person  or  persons,  residcot  in  the  United  States, 
or  by  any  citizen  or  citizens  thereof  resident  elsewhere, 
until  the  owner  or  the  employer  for  the  wyago,  or  his 
factor  or  agent,  with  the  master,  uid  one  or  mora  suf- 
ficient surety  or  sureties,  to  the  satisfsctioD  of  the  ed- 
kctot  ol  the  district,  shaU  give  bond  to  die  United 
States;  such  owner,  employer  or  factor,  with  the  master, 
in  saam  equal  to  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  of  her 
cargo ;  and  such  surely  or  sureties  in  a  sum  equal  to 
the  vslne  oftheveisel  and  of  one-third  of  her  csrgo, 
whan  it  shall  not  eiceed  ten  thousand  dollars ;  and  if 
it  shall  eiceed,  then  in  that  sum,  with  condition  that 
ttie  ship  or  vessel,  for  which  a  clearance  shall  he  re- 
quired, ia  actually  destined,  and  shall  proceed  to  some 
port  or  place  without  the  limits  of  such  part  of  the 
laland  of  St.  Domingo,  as  slu^  not  be  In  tiie  actual  pos- 
MMon,  and  wider  tbe  acknowledged  Oovemment  of 


France,  uid  during  the  intended  voyage  shall  aot  be 
voluntarily  canied  or  permitted  to  proceed,  whether, 
directly,  or  from  any  intermediate  port  or  place,  to  any 
port  or  place  within  such  pert  of  the  island  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, as  shall  not  b«  in  the  actual  posaesaioa,  and 
under  the  ai^nowtedged  Government  of  France,  and 
shall  not,  at  any  such  port  or  place,  voluntarily  a^l,  de- 
liver, or  unlade  any  part  of  such  cargo ;  and  generally 
that  such  ship  or  vessel,  whilst  on  such  voyage,  shall 
not  be  employed  in  any  traffic  or  commerce  with  or 
ibr  any  person  resident  within  any  part  of  the  ialand  ot 
St.  Domingo,  not  in  the  aelnal  possession,  and  under 
the  acknowledged  Government  of  France. 

Sic.  3.  And  Uil further  enacted.  That  aU  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures  incurred  by  force  of  thia  act,  and 
which  may  l>e  raeovered,  sliall  be  disUibutcdi  and  ac- 
counted for,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act,  ui- 
titled  "An  set  tg  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage j"  and  maybe  mitigated  or  re- 
mitted in  the  manner  prescribed  by  ths  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  (or  mitigating  or  remitting  the 
forieitu res,  penalties  and  disabilities,  accruing  in  certain 
cases  therein  mentioned." 

DEFENCE  OF  MEW  TOHK. 

Mr.  MiTcaiLL,  from  the  commiitee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  mercbantj  of 
New  Yotif,  submitted  a  report  ou  that  part  of  the 
same  which  relates  to  ihe  "  defenceless  situation 
of  the  port  of  New  York ;"  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  for  conaideraiion.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

Early  in  the  hiatory  of  North  America,  the  harbor 
of  New  York  was  diacovered  by  the  Dutch  lobe  acan- 
venieot  place  of  resort  for  ships.  Subseqaeat  eipert- 
eace  has  proved  the  judgment  of  the  Hollanderatohava 
been  good.  The  place  where  the  North  river  farms  a 
junction  with  Long  Ialand  Sound,  is  as  well,  if  not  bet- 
ter, adapted  to  navigation  and  trade,  than  any  nhich 
the  Atlantic  coaat  aBbrds. 

The  city,  at  the  bead  of  the  harbor,  is  about  tweaty- 
seven  miles  from  Ihe  ocean.  The  ebb  aad  flow  of  the 
tide  is  about  six  feet.  The  saKness  of  the  water  ia 
not  much  inferior  to  that  of  the  neigbboring  sea. 

The  harbor  is  a  bay,  or  basin,  surroanded  chiefly  b; 
islands,  though  the  space  from  the  foot  of  the  ISeiei- 
sink  hills  to  the  river  Raritsn,  and  another  space,  ban 
Bergen  Point  to  Hobokeo,  are  parte  «f  the  main  land 
which  skirt  the  ehorea  between  the  insular  positians. 
The  land  is  mostly  low,  and  is  composed  principally  of 
glevel,  sand,  and  loam)  and  in  certain  spots  strata  of 
solid  granite  appear. 

The  idand  of  Sandy  Hook,  where  the  ligbt-bouae 
stands,  is  little  seore  than  a  beach,  rising  not  far  above 
the  level  of  spring  tides.  Slaten  Island  swelts  into 
moderate  hills,  and  presents,  e^Mctally  on  its  eastern 
side,  several  bold  elevattous.  Long  Island,  whose  west- 
ern eitremity  loses  its  ridgas  and  bills  in  the  plains  of 
FUtlands  and  New  Utrecht,  still  retains  at  the  Nar- 
rows,  where  its  diSa  are  somewhat  abrupt  and  projai- 
nent,  sever^  positiona  of  eoBsider*ble  strength.  In 
these  shores  of  the  two  laat  mentioned  islands,  the 
aray  of  the  enemy  was  landed  ia  1776,  and  a  repe> 
titton  of  such  an  invasion,  might  be  discouraged  by  Ihe 
erection  of  suitable  works  to  oppose  it  Governor's 
Island  has  been  abeady  much  improved  by  military 
works,  and  is  the  spot  on  which  Fort  Jay,  and  the  prin- 
cipal other  fortifications,  have  been  erected.  Bedlow 
Island,  though  very  small,  has  also  been  considered 
proper  for  delensive  operatians,  and  in  sojne  degree 
prepared  to  annoy  an  enemy.    On  Mashalten  IsU«d, 
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where  the  cil;  of  New  York  atandi,  then  wm  odc*  > 
tort  and  batteiy.    Theae  have  been  demaliihed  of  lale 

yean,  under  a  coDTiclion  of  their  unfitneai,  aa  haTe 
likewiae  aome  more  recant  breaat-works  and  paiapeCa, 
which,  tbough  eoiutnicted  but  eight  or  nine  years  ago, 
wcr«,  within  a  twelvemontb,  deatrojed  b;  the  people 
who  made  them. 

Between  these  islanda  there  are  deep  channels,  and 
rapid  currenU.  Ships  of  iarge  force  may  be  brought 
in  from  the  Bca,  and  anchored  in  safely  abreast  of  the 
town.  And  baling  once  reached  that  station,  there  ia 
water  enongh  to  cainiey  frigatee,  or  oven  larger  ahipa, 
quite  to  An  city  of  Hudaon. 

To  ibe  aaltneea,  depth,  and  awiftneaa  of  the  eurtent, 
U  to  be  ancribed  the  opennesa  of  the  harinr  of  New 
York  during  the  winter.  In  1780,  its  anrlace  was  COT- 
ered  by  a  thick,  itrong,  covering  of  ice.  The  like  tiaa 
never  happened  since,  not  even  during  tEte  rigoroaa 
winter  of  I80B  ;  and  it  is  remarkable,  that,  while  the 
Delaware.  Pati^itco.  and  Potomac,  are  frozen,  and  Phil- 
adelphia, Bsltiojore,  and  Alexandria,  are  aecured  there- 
by from  the  fleete  of  m  invader,  the  bay  of  New  York, 
though  aituated  further  to  the  norlhwaid,  poaaeaaea, 
cconmonly,  no  such  protection,  bntia  accessible  from 
the  ocean  with  but  tnflicg  impediment. 

The  insecurity  of  the  dty  ia  evinced  by  other  facts. 
With  a  small  sqnadron  of  ships,  in  I6T1,  the  Eoglisb 


ring  until  the  commencement  of  the  Hevolutionary  war, 
it  was  found  utterly  incapable  of  defence  against  a  hoa- 
tile  fleet  and  arroy,  in  1776,  and  abandoned  to  the  en- 
emy by  the  troops  arrayed  for  its  protection ;  and  that 
very  foe,  which  then  gained  the  poaseasion,  held  it  as  a 
garrison  until  1783,  when,  on  its  evacuation,  the  inhah- 
itanta  were  enabled  to  rotarn  to  their  homsa,  |Aer  an 
ertle  of  seven  (oag  years. 

Since  the  Revolutioo,  New  York  has  greatly  increased 
in  population, extent,ca^ta],and  enterprise.  The  me- 
morialists state,  that,  there  on^^bird  of  the  national 
revenue  ia  collected.  They  hope  so  important  a  sea- 
port may  be  thoaght  worthy  of  an  efficient  dafeBoe. 
And  they  beg  that  a  portion  of  the  public  treasure,  ac- 
cnmulated  in  that  place,  may  be  eipeaded  in  render- 
ing both  that  treasBie  and  the  city  in  which  it  is  kept, 
more  secure. 

For  the  turther  informBtion  of  the  Senate,  the  com- 
mittee beg-  leave  to  observe,  that,  a  pece  of  land  baa 
been  already  purchased  by  the  Slste,  on  Staten  bland, 
com^Tehending  the  liigh  points  on  whii'h  the  signal- 
poles  of  the  merchants  are  erected.  The  greater  part 
of  Governor's  Island  is  understood  to  be  the  properly 
of  the  State,  a  small  part  of  it,  only,  having  been  pur- 
chased by  the  nation.  On  these  parcels  of  ground,  the 
labor  of  constructing  works  is  the  principa]  matter  of 
eipenso  ;  and  it  is  in  this  posture  of  atlsirs,  that  the 
memorisUsts,  sflor  the  Stste  has  done  so  much,  ask  the 
nation  to  bear  a  proportional  part  of  the  charge  neces- 
sar;  to  provide  more  formidable  means  of  defence  and 

Extravagant  estimates  have  been  made  by  certain 
jobbers  and  projectors.  Artificial  islands,  and  immense 
piera,  and  enotmoaa  floating  batteries,  end  vast  chev- 
sui-de-trises,  have  been  talked  of — enongh  to  absorb 
the  whole  revenue,  and  to  terrify  all  sober  caloulston 
of  the  cost.  The  committee  have  dismissed  those 
acbemw  aa  ^voting  rather  of  the  visionary  and  msg- 
nilicent,  than  of  the  useful  and  feasible.  They  con- 
lent  themselves  with  recommending  an  appropriation. 


to  a  raoderate  amount,  for  making  further  military  im- 
provements on  the  sites  already  purchased,  and  whidi 
the  State  may  hereafter  purchase  snd  surrender;  in 
foil  confidence  at  the  same  time,  that  a  due  proportion 
of  the  heavy  artillery,  armed  ships,  and  gun-boats  of 
the  nation,  will  be  stationed  at  the  harbor  of  New  YoA. 

Under  these  impreaaions  the  foUowing  proposition  ia 
submitted  : 

"Rciehed,  That  it  ia  eipedient  to  appropriate  di* 

sum  of  $ ,  to  be  laid  out  in  such  manner,  and  on- 

dei  such  direction,  as  Congress  shall  judge  proper,  in 
fortifying  the  harbor  and  city  of  New  York. 

The  committee  have  deemed  it  to  be  wilhin  the  lim- 
its aasigned  them,  to  recommend  another  propositioo, 
in  U.10T  of  Che  capital  of  South  Carolina  : 

"  Rtiohed,  TbatitiieKpedient  to  appropriate  the  sum 

of  S ,  to  be  laid  out  in  such  manner,  and  under 

such  regulations,  as  Congress  shall  judge  proper,  in 
fortifying  tbe  port  of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina." 

And  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  other  defence- 
less places,  if  any  such  there  be,  the  committee  submit 
another  proposition : 

"  Betolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  appropriate  the 

■urn  of  9 ,  to  be  hid  out  in  fortifying  such  ports 

and  harbors,  other  than  New  York  and  Cbaiieston,  as 
the  Preaident  of  the  ITnited  Statea  shall  think  moat 
conducive  to  the  public  security. 

Od  motion,  that  the  third  readin?  of  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  making  prorisioa  foe  defraying 
Boy  eitraordinar/  expenses  attending  the  intet- 
oourse  between  the  United  States  and  foreidjil 
nations,"  be  postponed,  ihe  Senate  were  equally 
divided;  yeas  15;  nays  15;  and  the  question  <X 
nostponement  was  determined  by  the  PresideDt 
IQ  the  affirmative. 

WensBaDAT,  Jannary  29. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr.  WoR- 
THINGTON  asked  and  ablained  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  explanatory  of  (he  act,  entitled  "  An  act  fur- 
ther providinii  for  tbe  government  of  the  district 
of  Louisiana,'' and  the  ordinance  nf  Congress  of 
the  13ih  of,  July,  1787;  and  the  bill  was  read  aod 
ordered  to  ibe  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  juris  Jictioo, 
in  certain  cases,  to  Slate  judges  and  State  courts," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
MiTCHiLL,  Tracy,  and  Baldwin,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  «  detach- 
ment from  the  militia  of  [he  United  States,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  SoH- 
TEB,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Baldwin,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Seth  Harding,  iale  a  Captaia 
in  the  Navy  of  the  United  Slatea^aa  in  Commit- 
tee of  Ihe  Whole,  and  the  bill  having  been  report- 
ed to  the  House  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  empower  George  Rapp  and  his  as- 
sociates of  the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  purchase 
certain  lands,  was  read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  protection  and  indemnification  of  Ame- 
rican aeamen,  asin  Commitleeof  the  Whole;  and 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed. 
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The  President  communicaied  a  letlcT  from 
the  Treasurer  of  ihe  Uoiied  States,  with  his  gen- 
eral account  rrom  October  1,  1S04,  to  October  1, 
1805 ;  nUo,  the  accounts  of  the  War  and  Navy 
Pepariments  for  the  same  period ;  which  were 
read,  aod  ordered  to  lie  od  the  table. 

Tne  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
2i>  iAe  Senate  and  Hook  of  lUpretenlativa : 

HBTingreceiTcdframiundrjmercliKnti  of  Baltimore, 
a  memonal  on  the  Hue  BUbject  with  IhoM  which  T 
communicated  to  CongresB  with  my  message  of  ITth 
instant,  1  now  commnnicate  this  also,  as  ■  proper  sequel 
to  die  former,  and  u  making  a  part  of  the  man  of  ei ' 
deuce  of  the  Tiolsticns  of  our  rights  on  the  ocean. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

JiauiBT  39,  1806. 

The  Message  and  paper  therein  mentioned  wei 
lead,  and  referred,  together  with  the  message  le- 
ceived  on  the  17ih  instant,  to  Messrs.  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Mitcbill,  Andebbon.  Lodah,  Trauy, 
Adahs,  and  Baldwin,  (he  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  15(h  instant,  ihat  part  of  the 
Measage  of  the  Fresideni  of  the  United  Slates, 
the  opening  of  the  session,  which  relates  to  I 
violations  of  neuiral  rights. 


r,  January  30. 

Tiie  bill  explanatory  of  the  act,  entilled  "Ai 
act  further  proriding  lor  ibe  gorernment  of  the 
district  of  Louisiana,"  and  the  ordinance  of  Con- 
gress of  the  13ih  of  July,  1787,  was  read  the  second 
ttmejind  referred  toMcssrs.WaBTHinQON,MooHE 
and  Tbacy,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  thi 
amendment  reported  to  the  bill  to  suspend  the 
commercial  ioiercourse  between  the  United  Slates 
and  the  French  island  of  St.  Domingo,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Mon- 
day next. 

The  bill  for  ibe  relief  of  Seih  Harding,  late  a 
CapUtD  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  Suies,  was 
read  the  third  lime  and  amended,  and  a  further 
amendment  proposed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for 
defraying  the  extraordinary  expenses  atlendinz 
the  intercourse  between  the  United  Stales  and 
foreign  natioas,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  ihe  billj  after 
debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  considetation  thereof 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow 

Fridat,  Jan  nary  31. 

Mr.  MACI.AV,  from  the  committee  to  wham  was 
referred,  on  the  S2d  instant,  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  Governor,  Secretary,  and 
Judges,  of  the  late  territory  of  the  United  Stales 
noritwest  of  the  riser  Ohio,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

Ordered,  Tbai  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Seoate  resumed  (be  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  commtitee  to  whom  was  referred  the 


bill  authorizing  ihe  sale  of  a  certain  lot  of  land, 
as  in  Coramiiiee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  amend- 
ments proposed  baring  been  adopted,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House  with  the  Hiaendments. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading  as 
amended. 

Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
law  for  the  compensation  of  the  witnesses  who  at- 
tended, under  process,  the  trial  of  the  impeach- 
ment of  Samnel  Chase,  one  of  Ihe  Judges  of  the 
United  Slates;  and 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Batabd,Bai.dwin,  and 
AnDEBaoN,  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considemtioa  of  the 
bill  for  the  protection  and  indemnification   of 


OrcieretiThat  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Wright, 
Baldwin,  Tract,  Logan,  and  Shitb,  of  Mary- 
land, 10  consider  and  report  iheraon.  ' 

Tne  third  rending  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  ' 

Seih  Harding,  late  a  Captain  in  the  Navv  of  the  | 

United  Stales,  was  resumed,  and  the  fuitner  cos-  I 

sideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Mondar  ' 

The  bill  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  fourth  section  of 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a  grant  of      i 
lands  to  the  French  inhabitanis  of  Galliopolis,  and       | 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the 
support  of  the  library  was  read  the  third  lime,  and        I 
passed.  ! 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepreseniaiiTea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any 
act  or  acts  as  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  at 
the  public  debt,  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  and  for  other  parposet,  relative  to  the 
public  debt;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  28ih  instant, 
Mr.  LooAN  ashed  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  the  punishment  of  persoos  counterfeiting 
the  current  coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes  J  aod  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  provision  (or  defraying  any  extraordinary 
expenses  attending  the  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  nations,"  was  resumed; 
and,  on  the  question  to  amend  the  bill,  as  follows: 
After  the  words  "United  Slates,"  sec.  1,  icsert 
"for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  by  negoliation,  or 
oiherwise,  as  he  may  deem  most  expedient,  the 
free  navigation  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  as  His 
Britanoic  Majesty's  territory,  lying  south  and 
east  thereof,  or  any  other  tetritory  lyini  east 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  south  of  the  aforesaid  river 
St.  Lawrence  not  owned  or  possessed  by  citizens 
of  the  United  Slates." 

determined  in  the  negative — yeas  lOi 
nays  21,  as  follows: 

Ysis— MMars.  Adorns,  Bayard,  Bradley,  HOHiaan, 
Pickering,  Plomer,  Smith  of  Vermont,  TWcy,  Whitsi 
and  Wright. 
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Nil* — MsHiE.  Adur.  Andenon,  B>EdwiD,  Condil, 
Fenner,  Gullard,  Oilmiu,  Honluid,  Kitchel,  Logan, 
Maclay,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Smith 
of  New  Yo^,  Smith  at  Ohio,  Sniith  of  Tenueoee,  Bum- 
ter,  Tbiuaton ,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

Od  motion  10  amend  the  bill  hy  inserting,  in 
sec.  1,  aftet  the  words  "United  States."  "  towards 
the  settltDg.  estsblishiDff,  and  defendiDg,  the 
boundariei  of  the  Uoiled  Stales;" 

'It  was  deteiroioed  in  the  negalire — yeas  10, 
nays  20,  as  follows : 

Yiii — tiemn.  Adaina,  B^ard,  Bradlej,  Gilmaiii 
HiUhonse,  Fickaiing,  Plainer,  Smith  of  Mainland, 
Tracy,  and  Whitn. 

Niia — Mesas.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Condit, 
Fenner,  Gaillaid,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Lobmi,  Mselajr, 
Moore,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of 
Tennesaer,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Sumter,  Thrustooi  Tor- 
ner,  Worthinglon,  and  Wtij:ht. 


.    MoNDiy,  Febnuary  3. 

The  bill  brought  up  from  the  House  of  Rep! 
■entBtives  for  coDcarrence,  on  Friday  last,  entiil 
"An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  actp  as 
authorize  the  receipt  of  eridences  of  the  public 
debt,  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United  Slalea, 
and  for  other  purposes  relatire  to  the  public  debt," 
was  read,  and  oraeted  lo  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
iDbabitanls  of  the  town  of  aalem,  in  the  Stale  of 
Massachusetts,  complaining  of  new  principles  and 
exposilioDs  of  the  law  of  nations,  in  the  Admi- 
ralty Courts  of  Great  Briiain,  and  stating  the 
great  losses  and  sufferings  induced  thereby  to  neu- 
tral commerce,  and  praying  the  iolerposilion  of 
QorerniDent;  and  the  memorial  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  od  the  Idtb  of 
January  last,  to  whom  was  also  referred  the 
morial  of  the  merchants  of  Baltimore,  on  a  ■ 
lar  subject,  to  consider  and  report  ihereon. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  gorernoT  of  the  hospital  in  the  city  of  New 
Yorf,  stating  the  inadequaoy  of  the  provisions 
made  for  the  support  of  American  seamen,  from 
time  to  time  admitted  into  that  hospital,  and  pray- 
ing an  increase  of  the  funds  for  that  purpose ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  lo  Mee- 
ars.  MiTcniLL,  Aoahb.  and  Smctb,  of  Maryland, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  for  the  punishment  of  persons  eonnler- 
feitiuK  the  current  coin  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Looah,  Batahd,  and  Tract, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  PicKERiNQ  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
merchants  of  Boston,  stating  great  injuries  sus- 
tained by  the  BKgressions  of  the  belligerent  Pow- 
ers, and  particularly  from  the  recent  construction 
of  the  kw  of  nations  respeetinr  neutral  com- 
merce, in  the  Admiralty  Courts  of  Qreat  Britain ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  lo  the 
committee  appointed  on  the  15th  January,  to 
whom  were  referred  also  the  memorial  of  the 
tnercbanis  of  Baltimore  and  of  the  town  of  Sa- 
l«m,  OD  the  aame  sabjecL 


Stpraerttativu  of  the  Vnittd  Stalta  .• 
A  letter  hu  been  reoeiTed  from  the  GoTemor  of 
South  Carolina,  covering  an  act  of  the  Legiilature  of 
thatState,Ceililig  to  the  United  Statsi  inrious  forU  and 
fortiScations,  and  aitea  for  the  erectian  of  fbiti  in  that 
State,  on  the  conditioni  therein  expressed.  This  let- 
tar  and  the  act  it  covered  are  now  commnnicated  to 
Congress. 

I  am  not  informed  whether  the  positions  ceded  are 
the  best  which  can  be  taken  for  securing  their  respect' 
ive  objects.  No  doabi  is  entertained  that  the  Legista- 
ture  deemed  them  laeh.  The  river  of  Beaufort,  par- 
ticularly, said  to  be  accessible  to  ships  of  very  large 
size,  and  capable  of  yielding  them  ■  protectjoii  which 
thej  cannot  find  elMwhero,  but  very  for  to  the  north, 
is,  from  these  circumstances,  so  interesting  lo  the 
Union  in  general,  as  to  merit  particulir  sttention  and 
inqnirf ,  as  lo  the  positions  on  it  but  calculated  Iw 
health  as  well  as  saiety. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
FsaactaiS,  laOB. 


To  the  Senate  and  Hmue  of 

Rtpretentaiirei  of  the  United  Statet  ■■ 

In  the  course  of  the  last  year,  the  following  treatiea 
and  conTcntions  for  the  extinguishment  of  Indian  title 
to  land  wilUn  our  limits,  were  entered  into  on  behalf 
of  the  United  Stales: 

A  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Wyau- 
dots,  Ottawa,  Chippeway,  Munsee,  Delaware,  Shaw- 
anee,  and  Pollawatamy  nations  of  Indians. 

A  treaty  between  the  United  Stales  and  the  agent* 
of  the  Conneclicnt  land  company  on  one  part,  and  the 
Wyandot,  Ottawa,  Chippewa,  MuD<ee,  Delaware,  Pot- 
lawatamy,  and  Sbawsnee  nations  of  Indians. 

A  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Dela- 
ares,  Pottawatamies,  Miainis,  Eeel  rireis,  and  Wess. 

A  Iresty  between  the  United  States  and  the  ChUk- 

Two  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Cherokee  Indians. 

A  conventzoit  between  the  United  States  and  die 
Cieek  nation  of  Indians. 

The  Senate  having  advised  and  consented  to  tha 
ratification  of  these  several  treaties  and  convention*,  I 
now  lay  ^em  before  both  Houses  of  Congress,  for  the 
eiercise  of  tiieir  Constitational  powers,  as  to  the  means 
ofMAUinglhem. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

FsiBUAarS,  1806. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

On  motion,  the  galleries  were  cleared,  and  the 
doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber  closed ;  and,  after 
the  consideration  of  the  confidential  business,  the 
Senate  adjouraed. 

T DBS  OAT,  February  4. 
_.r.  Bradley,  from  the  ooramitlee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  13th  of  Dwember  last,  the 
'  "  entitled  "An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited 
..  _.,  the  ezpoiiBtion  of  arms  and  ammunition 
from  the  United  Slates,  and  the  territories  ther«- 
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of,"  Teported  ibe  bill  wiib  ameodcnents;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  !□  tie  Tor  coQEideritios. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  lo  repeal  so  much  of 
aoy  act  or  acts  ai  authorize  ihe  receipt  of  eyi- 
denees  of  ibe  public  debt  Id  payment  of  lands  of 
the  Uniied  Sum.  and  for  other  pnrposei  relative 
to  the  public  debt,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Tracy,  Wobthlhotok,  and 
Baldwin,  to  consider  sod  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Bataro,  from  the  committee  appoioled  on 
the  31st  of  January  last,  oa  the  subject,  reported 
a  bill  making  provision  for  the  coiapeDsaiioo  of 
witnesses  who  attended  the  trial  of  the  impeach- 
ment of  Samuel  Cbase^  and  the  bill  was  read, 
aod  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  the  31st  of  December  last,  to  consider 
t&e  petition  of  the  lawyers  practising  at  the  bar 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  Orleans,  asked  and 
obtained  ^ave  (o  report  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
he  reported  a  hill  relating  to  the  laiaries  of  the 
Judg;es  of  New  Orleans ;  which  bill  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representalives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  hill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  altering  the  time  for 
holding  the  circuit  court  in  the  district  of  North 
Carolina,"  in  which  bill  they  desire  the  coacar- 
Knce  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  coasideratjoa  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee,  on  the  bill  to 
suspend  ine  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
Umied  States  and  the  French  island  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  on 
motion,  it  was  agreed  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  orieinat  bill,  after  the  word  ''that,"  in 
the  enacting  clause  ;  and  a  motion  was  made  to 
adopt  the  amendment  reported  to  the  firtt  sec- 
tion, amended  as  follows: 

"All  commercial  intercourse  between  any  person  or 
persons  resident  within  the  United  States,  and  uay  per- 
■an  or  penoo*  leaideat  nilhia  any  part  of  the  island  of 
St.  Domingo  not  in  possession  and  under  the  acknow- 
tedged  Goremment  uf  France,  shall  be,  and  from  and 

after is  heseby.  pmhihited :  And  any  ship  or  ves- 

■al,  onoBil,  hired,  or  Employed,  wholly  or  in  part,  by 
any  peraoa  or  persona  resident  within  llie  United  States, 
after  that  time,  or  from  nny  other  port  in  Americs,  ■&« 

the  day  of neit;  or  from  Boy  other  port 

whatever,  after  the d«y  of ncil,  which,  con- 

traiy  lo  the  intent  hereof,  aball  be  volnntarily  carried, 
or  ihatl  be  destined  to  proceed,  nhetber  directly,  or 
from  any  intcimedLato  port  or  place,  to  any  port  or 
place  within  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  and  not  in  pos- 
session, and  under  the  acknowledged  Government  of 
France;  and  also  any  cargo  which  shall  be  found  on 
board  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  when  detected  and  inter- 
npted  in  such  uiuawtiil  purpose,  or  at  her  return  from 
each  voyage  to  the  Uniied  States,  shall  bo  wholly  for- 
feiled,  and  may  be  seized  and  condemned  in  any  court 
of  the  United  States:" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  S3,  nays  9,  as 
follows: 

ViAs — Meesra.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley, 
Condit,  Penner,  GalDard,  Oilman,  Howlaad,  Kitchel, 


Logan,  MaeUj,  Mitciull.  Moon,  Smith  of  MvyloB^ 
Smith  of  New  YoA,  Smith  of  Teoneaee^  Sumter, 
'Hiroston,  Turner,  Wortliington,  and  Wright. 

Niis— Meears.  Bayard,  HillbousB,  Pickering,  Pln- 
mer.  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Tiairr, 
and  White. 

And,  after  debate,  the  further  consideratiOD  of 
this  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  following  resolutions  were  submitted /or 
COD  si  deration : 

Eaohed,  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  StaUa 
be  requested  to  cause  to  ha  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
statement  of  the  value  of  the  merchandise  exported 
from  the  United  Stale*  and  its  lerritaries,  to  that  part 
of  the  island  of  St.  DtHuingo  called  Uayti,  and  of  the 
good*  impOTted  from  thence  into  the  United  State* ; 
also,  of  tba  quantity  of  toanage  employed  in  the  said 
trade ;  also,  of  the  duties  levied  and  collected  wilhin 
Che  United  States  and  the  territories,  from  said  imports. 

Raolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Suie* 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  if,  in 
his  opinion,  the  same  can  be  done  with  propriety,  copies 
of  snch  letters  as  have  passed  between  the  EiecuUve 
of  the  United  Sutes  and  the  French  Minister,  relative 
to  the  trade  carried  on  by  the  American  merchants,  to 
that  part  of  St.  Domingo  caHed  Hsyti. 

WsDHcsDAr,  February  5. 

The  PaEaiDENT  laid  before  the  Senate  the  re- 
port of  the  Commissiooera  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
stating  that  the  measares  which  hare  t«en  ao- 
thorized  by  the  Board  subsequent  to  their  report 
of  5ih  February.  1805,  so  far  as  the  same  have  been 
completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Board,  dated  the 
4th  of  the  present  month  ;  and  in  the  statements 
therein  refered  to,  which  are  herewith  transmitted, 
and  prayed  to  be  considered  as  part  of  the  report. 
And  the  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  commiiiee 
appointed  the  15th  of  January  last,  on  that  part 
of  the  Message  of  the  Pre.iideni  of  the  United 
Stales,  which  relates  to  the  spoliation  of  onr  com- 
merce on  the  high  seas,  and  informs  us  of  Dew 
principles  assumed  by  the  British  Courts  of  Ad- 
miralty, as  a  pretext  for  the  conderaoaiion  of  oui 
vessels  in  their  prize  courts,  made  report,  and  tha 
report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  coosid- 
eraiioD. 

The  motion,  that  it  be 

Retoived,  That  a  committee  be  app^nted  to  inquire 
why  the  expenditures  in  the  Navy  Department,  for  lbs 
year  105,  have  so  far  eioeeded  the  appropriations  for 
the  same,  and  report  thereon  lo  the  Senate; 
WHS  resumed  and  adopted;  and  ordered  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
38th  January  last,  to  make  inquiry  into  the  spe- 
cifie  expenditures  of  the  respective  d^artment^ 
to  report  thereon. 

The  bill  making  provision  for  the  compensa- 
tion of  witnesses  who  attended  the  trial  of  the  im- 
peachment of  Samuel  Chase,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  time 
of  holding  the  circuit  court  in  the  district  of  Norlb 
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Carolioa,"  was  read  ihe  second  time,Miil  referred 
10  Messrs.  Adair,  Stoke,  and  TBRDaroit,  to  con- 
sider and  report  there(Hi. 
Od  motion, 

That  the  SergMnt-at-Arm*  rsceive  for  hU  >tt«td- 
tnoe  Kttbe  Covrtof  ImpsulMiit  far  tha  trial  of  Judge 
Chue,  eompeiiMtioD  tor  twenty-wvea  daja  atlenduaoe, 
at  tbe  rate  of  fiva  dollara  per  daj ;  Bud 

That  tha  Auiatant  nootkaeper  racaiva  it  the  TWa 
of  two  dollam  per  daj,  doring  tbe  aajd  tiiai,  to  be  paid 
out  of  lbs  contiMgent  fdoda  of  the  8«nata  .- 

Ordertd,  Thatthia  motion  lie  for  cossideniEion. 

Tbe  Senate  look  into  consideiatioQ  the  first  res- 
olntioQ  eubmitled  yesterday;  and,  on  the  ques' 
lioD  to  agree  to  the  said  resolution,  aa  follows : 

Ruohitd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statea 
be  requested  to  caoae  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  stale- 
men!  of  the  value  of  the  mercbandiae  exported  from 
tbe  Gnited  Statea  and  its  territariea,  to  ihat  part  of  the 
Ulaod  of  St.  Domingo  called  If  ayti,  and  of  tbe  goods 
imported  from  tbence  into  the  United  States;  also, 
of  the  quantity  of  tonnage  employed  in  the  aaid  trade ; 
■Uo,  of  the  duUes  levied  and  coltecle d  within  the  Uai- 
ted  Slalea  and  tiie  territoriea,  from  said  importa  ; 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  9,  nays  22,  ss 
follows : 

Tats — Measra.  Adatna,  Bayard,  Hillhouse,  Picker- 
ing, Plnmei,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Tracy,  While,  and  Wright 

NiTi — Menars.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Brsd- 
ley,  Condit,  Penner,  Gaillard,  Gilmsn,  Howland,  Kiti^ 
el,  Logan,  Maclay,  Mitchil),  Moore,  Smith  of  Mary- 
Jand,  Smidi  of  New  York,  Smith  of  TeDneaaee,  ^mith 
of  Vennonl,  Stone,  Sumter,  Turner,  and  Wortbiogton. 

The  Senate  took  inlo  consideration  the  second 
resolution  submilled  yesterday;  and  on  (he  quea- 
lion  to  ag-ree  to  the  said  resolution,  as  follows : 

Retolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  if,  in  his 
opinion,  tha  aame  can  be  done  with  propriety,  eopiea  of 
■nch  letters  aa  bate  passed  between  the  Executive  of  die 
United  Stalee  and  the  Prench  Miniater,  relatiTe  to  the 
trade  carried  on  by  the  American  merchants  to  that 
part  of  St.  Domingo  called  Hayti. 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  lOj  nays  21,  as 
follows : 

Yeib — Messa.  Adams,  Bayard,  Hillhonse,  Pieker- 
ing,  Ptumer,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Stone,  Tracy,  White,  and 
Wright. 

NiTS^ — Meaira.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley, 
CoDdit,  Periner,  Gaillard,  Howland,  Kitdiel,  Logan, 
Maclsy,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Smith  of  Marjiand,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Smith  of  Tenoeaaee,  Smith  of  Vermont, 
Sumter,  ThrastDn,  Tumer,  and  Worthington. 

A  message  frotn  the  House  of  Representatives 
iciforined  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
■  UU.  entitled  "An  act  regulating  bonds  given  by 
natsbals ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 

The  Senate  resumed,  «•  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  amendmeate  re- 
ported to  tbe  bill  to  auspend  tbe  commcreiai  in- 
tereourae  betweea  the  United  State*  and  the 
French  ialttod  of  St.  Domingo;  andamoiioo  was 
made  to  atrike  out  tU  ik«  worda  rcpof  tid  by  tbe 


special  committee  as  a  second  section,  after  the 
wmd,  "that,"  in  the  enacting  clause,  and  to  nib- 
stiiute  an  amendment ;  and,  on  motion,  the  Sea- 
ate  adjourned. 


■,  FebfOary  6. 

The  bill  relating  to  the  salaries  of  (he  Judges 
of  New  Orleans,  was  read  tbe  second  time. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
EsESiDENT  OF  TBE  United  States; 
To  the  Senate  and  Haute  of 


letter  of  the  Mth  of  NoYember  haa  been  received  from 
the  Miniater  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  at 
London,  covering  one  Irom  the  Secretary  for  Foreign 
AfTaira  of  thai  Gavemment,  nbich,  being  an  (he  sub- 
ject of  that  Message,  is  now  transmitted  for  tbe  inior- 
mstion  of  Congresa.  Although  nothing  forbids  the 
substance  of  these  letters  from  being  communicated 
wi^out  reserve,  yet,  somanj  ill  effecta  proceed  from  tha 
publicationi  of  coTreapondencea  between  Ministers  re- 
maining still  in  office,  that  T  cannot  but  recommend 
that  these  letters  be  not  permitted  to  be  bnoally  pub- 
Uahed. 

TH.  JEFPEH80K. 

FiisuABi  6,  1S06. 

The  Message  was  tead,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  tbe 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for  defray- 
ing any  extraordinary  expenses  atlendior  the  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  foreign 

On  motion  that  the  bill,  and  message  from  th« 
House  of  Representatives  aceompatiyiag  theoam^ 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  instruc- 
tions to  inquire  and  report  to  the  Senate  theii 
opinion,  whether  West  Florida  was  or  was  not 
included  in  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  tbe  treaty  with  France,  concluded 
on  the  30tfa  of  April,  1803,  together  with  the  evi- 
dence upon  which  such  an  opinion  may  be  sap- 
ported  ;  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yea* 
8,  aays23,  aslollows: 

YiAS — Mesars.  Adair,  Adama,  Bayard,  Hillhonse, 
Pickering,  Plumer,  Tracy,  and  White. 

NavS— Mesan.  Anderwn,  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Con- 
dit, Pemier,  Gdllard,  Gilman,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Lo- 
gan, Maelay,  Mitchill,  Mooie,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smitli 
of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennasaec,  Smith  of  Vermont 
Stone,  Sumter,  Thnlston,  Turner,  Worthington,  and 
Wright. 

On  motion  to  pcntpone  the  forther  consideration 
of  the  bill  at  this  time,  and  to  take  up  (be  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Retoteed,  Tliat  the  President  be  requested  to  lay  be- 
fore tlie  Senate  the  inalructibna  given  to  Mcaars.  Men- 
roe  and  Pinckney,  late  Miniaters  of  tha  United  Stalaa 
to  the  Court  of  ^ain,  together  wiA  the  facta  and  ar- 
guments Bihitnted  by  them,  in  their  negotiation,  ia 
support  of  their  claims  to  tarrilwies  eastward  of  the 
MiMiaippi,  aa  far  aa  tbe  river  Perdido,  and  of  territory 
on  the  wertem  ride  of  the  Misaiaaippi,  aa  far  a*  thia 
Rio  Bravo ;  the  essay  of  Mr.  Cavalloa,  the  Miniater  sf 
Hie  CalhoUc  Majos^,  in  anawer  to  oar  Ministera,  in 
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ralmtion  to  tlw  vrtttem  limiU;  and  an;  other  doea- 
raentc  in  his  poaataaion,  tending  to  estsbliih  the  right- 
ful boundariea  of  Louinsna. 
It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Fridat,  February  7. 
The  bill,  eotitled  "An  act  relaiiog  to  bonds 
given  hy  marshals,"  waa  read  the  second  time 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Measra.  Mitohill, 
Stone,  and  Worthisoton,  to  consider  and  re- 
pott  thereon. 

Mr.  HiLLnocsB  presented  the  petition  of  Timo- 
thy Mix.  a  lieutenant  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  wounded  in  that  service  and  praying  ihat  his 
pension,  Tor  the  reraaiQdBrorhis!ire,may  bemade 
equal  to  a  lieutenant's  half-pay,  for  reasons  meo- 
UOned  in  ihe  pelitioo  ;  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  Thai  it  be  referred  to  the  conamittee 
appointed  on  the  20th  of  December  last,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  enliiled  "An  act  making 
provision  for  Dersoas  that  have  been  disabled  by 
known  wounds  received  in  the  actual  service  of 
the  UnitedSialea  during  the  Revolutionary  war," 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for  defray- 
ing any  extraordinary  expenses  aHendinj  the  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
nations ;  and, 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  further  considera- 
tioQ  of  [he  bill  at  this  iime,and  to  lake  up  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Raolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Butei 
be  tequeited  to  renew  our  negotiations  with  tha  Span- 
ub  Govemment,  in  luch  a  manner  aa  ma;  bring  erery 
■abject  in  controVBray  between  the  two  countriea  lo  a 
^edy  termination,  equally  advantageooa  to  both." 
It  passed  in  the  negative. 
On  motion  to  atrite  out  of  the  bill  the  words 
_  two  millions."  section  one,  and,  in  lieu  thereof, 
insert  "one  million j"  a  division  was  called  for, 
and  Ihe  question  on  striking  out  was  deiermined 
in  the  negative— yeas  13,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

Yaii — Meaara.  Adair,  AdainB.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Gil- 
man,  Hillhooee,  Logan,  Mitehill,  Piekerine,  Plumar. 
Btone,  Tracy,  and  White. 

Nati — Meaare.  Anderwjn,  Baldwin,  Condit,  Fanner, 
Oaollard,  Howland,  Kitche!,  Maolaj,  Moore,  Smith  of 
SUrjUnd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tenneaaee, 
Smith  of  Vermont,  Sumter,  Thruaton,  Turner,  Worth- 
lOgton,  and  Wright. 

On  motion,  to  amend  the  hill,  by  insetting  after 
Uie  word  applied  "  in  the  first  section,  the  words 
"for  the  purchase  from  the  Spanish  Government 
of  Iheir  territories  lying  on  the  Adanlic  ocean 
Md  Qolf  of  Mexico,  and  eastward  of  the  river 
Mississippi "  it  passed  in  the  neirative— veas  9 
nays  20,  as  follows:  ^  ' 

Y»*" — Meaira.  Adair,  Adama,  Bayard,  GUman,  Hill- 
bouae,  Pickering,  Phimer.  Tracj,  ,nd  White. 

Hatb— MeMia.  Anderaon,  Baldwin,  Brndlev,  Con- 
di^ Fanner,  Gaillard,  Howland,  Kitdicl.Maclav,  Mootb, 
Bnith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ton- 
nnsee.  Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sumter,  Thnuton, 
Twnot,  Wotthinglon,  and  Wright 


On  motion  to  postpone  (he  consideration  of  the 
bill  until  Monday  next,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  final  passage  of  the 
bill,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative — veas  17,  navt 
11,  as  follows:  ' 

YaiB — Meaara.  Anderaon,  Baldwin,  Condit,  Fenner, 
Gaillard,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Maclay,  Moore,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  New  Yoik,  Smith  of  Tennuaee, 
Smith  of  Vermimt,  Thruaton,  Turner,  Woithinftoo, 
and  Wright. 

Naib— -Meaara.  Adair,  Adams,  Bayard,  Gilman,  Hill- 
honae,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Stone,  Sumter,  Tracv,  anj 
White. 

So  it  was  Iteaolwd.  That  this  bill  pass. 

Ordered,  TbaiiheSectetaryacquainttheHou!>e 
of  Representatives  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate  in  this  bill. 


MoMDAT,  February  10. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  iu  Committee  of  the 
WhtJe,  the  consideration  of  the  amendments  re- 
ported to  the  bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  inter* 
course  between  the  United  States  and  the  French 
island  of  St.  Domingo  j  and,  having  amended  the 
report,  it  was  in  part  adopted,  and  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House  accordingly;  and  the  bill 
having  been  further  amended, 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives 
informed  Ihe  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An   act  declaring  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  an  acl  of  the  GenertLl  Assembly  of 
the   State  of  North  CHrolioai"   a  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  Slate  of  South  Carolina,  passed  on  the 
21st  day  of  December,  1804,  so  far  as   the  same 
relates  lo  authorizing  theCity  Coancilof  Charles- 
ton lo  impose  and  collect  a  duty  on  the  lonnage 
:1s  from  foreign  potts;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled 
t  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprcsenta- 
.    in  wbicb  bills  they  desire  the  concuttence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  brought  up  for  consideration   were 
«d,  aud  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 
Mr.  WniDHT,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
ferred,  on  the  31st  of  January  last,  the  bill  for 
the  protection  and  indemnification  of  American 
seamen,  reported  ii  without  amendment. 
Mr.  THRcaTOH,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
as  referred,  on  the  5ih  instant,  the  bill,  eniiited, 
An  act  for  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  cir- 
lit  court  in  the  dislriet  of  North  Cart^ina,"  re- 
ported the  hill  with  amendments;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  tie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Harding,  late  a  captain 
in  the  Navv  of  the  United  States;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, to  slrike  out  the  word  "  that,"  io  tbe  third 
line,  Co  the  end  of  the  bill,  and  insert — 

"  Seth  Herding:,  fbrmerly  a  captain  in  (he  Navy  of 
the  United  Btatea,  daiing  the  war  (rf  the  RevolutiMi, 
ba  fdaced  on  the  penaion  liat  of  the  United  Stataa,  and 
tMwve,  lh>ni  Ihe  first  of  January  bat,  fix  and  during 
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him  life,  ■  peniiMt  of  tlia  half  {4;  of  ■  captain  of  dkipi 
of  twentj  guna  and  npwardi,  actwding  to  tha  pa;  «•- 
tabliahed  b;  the  reMlation  of  Congrew  of  the  15th  of 
November,  1778:" 

It  passed  in  tbe  negative. 

On  raotioa  lo  agree  lo  tbe  fiaHlpanv^e  of  tbia 
bill,  it  was  determined  in  tbe  affirmaliTe — yeas 
19,  nays  8,  as  follows: 

VtiB — M«am.  Adair,  Anderton,  Bayard,  Bradley, 
Gaillard,  Hitlhoose,  Howland,  Kitchet,  Logui,  Maday, 
Mitcbill,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Sam- 
tor,  Thnuton,  Tamer,  White,  Worthington,  and 
"Wright. 

Nut — Meaara.  Adams,  Baldwin,  Moore,  Pickering, 
Plnmer,  Smith  of  New  Yorii,  Smith  of  TwuMtaee,  and 
Stone. 

So  it  was  Raolved,  That  this  bill  do  paw,  thfti 
it  be  enrrossed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "Ad 
act  for  the  relief  of  Seih  Hardiog,  aeaplainin  the 
Nary  of  the  United  St&t«." 

TDBat>AT.  February  11, 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  regulate  and  fix 
the  compensation  of  ofBcers  of  the  Senate  and 
Houae  of  Represent aciTes,"  was  read  the  second 
time  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Thacv,  ANnsBBON, 
and  Baluwin,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  declaring  the  auent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Slate  of  North  Carolina,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Bbadlby.  Ahdgr- 
eON  and  Thacy,  to  consider  and  report  loereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  tbe  consent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, passed  the  21st  day  of  December,  1804,  so 
far  as  the  tame  relalea  to  tbe  authorizing  the  City 
CouDcii  of  Charleston  to  impose  and  collect  a 
duty  on  the  tonnage  of  ressels  from  foreign  ports," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Heasn. 
Qaillabd,  Stone,  snd  AniMB,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  retain' 
tioDS  proposed  on  tbe  19th  of  December  last,  tcIb' 
tive  to  the  opening  one  or  mote  land  offices  in  tbe 
State  of  Tennessee,  for  the  sale  of  lands  of  tbe 
United  Slates  in  that  Slate  on  which  the  Indian 
title  shall  have  been  estinguisbed  i  and  they  were 
referred  to  Messrs.  Bbadley,  Tracy,  and  Ahder- 
BOM,  lo  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  aaihotiziog  tbe  sale  of  a  certain  lot  of 
land,  was  read  tbe  third  time  and  passed 

The  bill  making  provision  for  the  compensation 
of  wilnesset  who  attended  tbe  trial  of  the  impeaoh- 
ment  of  Samuel  Chase,  was  read  the  third  time 
nod  passed. 

The  bill,  broaght  op  from'the  Hoom  of  Repre- 
seniatiTes  for  concurrence,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  QoTcrnor,  Secretary,  and  Judges, 
of  the  Territory  of  the  United  Slates  Northwest 
of  the  rirei  Ohio,"  was  read  the  third  lime,  and 

Tbe  bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  interconrse 
between  the  United  Slates  and  the  French  island 
of  Sl  Domingo,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
'  id;  and  the  bill  mt  committed  u  Meaai;. 


Baldwin,  Logak  and  Bbadley,  further  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  took  intoGouaideralion  ibe  ameikd- 
ments  reported  on  the  fourth  instant  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  prohibiiing.  for  a  limited  time, 
the  eiportition  of  arms  and  ammunition  from  the 
United  States,  and  the  Territories  thereof,"  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  having  adopted 
the  amendments,  the  bill  was  repotted  to  the  House 
accordingly,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 

Wednebday,  February  12. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  alteiing  the  time  for 
holding  the  circuit  court  in  tbe  district  of  North 
Carolina,"  were  considered  and  adopted ;  and  the 
bill  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly,  and 
ordered  to  tbe  ibiid  reading  as  amended. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  seventh  instant,  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  relating  to  bonds  given  by  marsnala," 
reported  the  bill  with  amendinents,  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  cotisi deration. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  relating  to  the  lalatie*  of  the 
judges  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  consideration 
thereof  was  pastju>ned. 

After  the  consideration  of  the  EEecQtiva  busi- 
ness, the  following  resolution  was  submitted  by 
Mr,  Shith,  of  Maryland ;  and  having  been  read, 
was  ordered  to  lie  for  coosideralion : 

Saohtd,  That,  from  and  alter  the 'day  af~^ 

next,  it  shall  not  be  lawfiil  to  import  into  the  United 
BtAtca,  on  board  any  fveign  (hip,  any  goods,  wuea,  or 
marcbaadias,  othra  than  luch  aa  are  Ube  growth,  pM>- 
dnce,  or  manD&ctnre,  of  Ute  nation  lo  which  aneh  fi>p- 
eign  ship  shall  belong,  except  on  board  the  sbiptoffnoli 
ibreign  nations  who  admit  the  importation  mto  their 
porta  of  goods,  altiuugh  they  are  not  the  growth,  VfO- 
doce,  or  maouhetnre,  of  the  United  States,  in  the  loips 
or  veasols  of  the  United  BUI«s. 

Mr,  Adamb  gare  notice  that  he  should,  to-mor- 
row, ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  tbe 
abuse  of  the  privileges  attd  immaniiies  enjoyed 
by  loreign  Ministers  within  the  United  Btaiei. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  lin^ 
ited  time,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, from  the  United  States  and  the  Territoriei 
thereof,"  was  resumed  ;  and  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  postponed  luill  the  first  day  of 
Match  next 

BRinaH  AGGRESSIONS. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  commil- 
tee,  of  Ihe  fifth  instant,  on  that  part  of  the  Mea- 
saie  of  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  which 
relates  to  the  spoliation  of  our  commerce  on  the 
high  seas,  and  of  the  new  principles  assumed  by 
ihe  British  Courts  of  Admiralty,  as  a  pretext  for 
the  condemnation  of  our  vessels,  in  their  prize 
courts,  to  wit : 

1.  JietoJeed,  That  the  capture  and  condemnation, 
under  Ihe  orden  of  the  British  GoTemment,  and  adju- 
dication* of  their  Conrts  of  Admiralty,  of  Amehcan  Te» 
aels  and  their  caifaei,  on  the  pretext  of  their  being  em- 
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j^ojed  in  m  tr«d«  with  the  enemies  of  Ore&t  Britun, 
prohibited  in  time  of  peace,  is  ui  anpToroked  aggm- 
mn  upon  the  propertj  of  the  citixen>  of  theee  United 
Statu,  a  Tiolatian  of  their  Deutral  lifhli,  and  an  -~ 
CTAachioFiit  upon  their  national  indc^ndenc«- 

3.  Raolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutee 
be  rtquGBted  to  demand  and  inaiHt  upon  the  rertor 
of  the  property  of  their  citcees,  captured  and 
demned  on  the  pTeteitof  its  being  employed  in  a  tnde 
vith  (he  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  prohibited  in  time 
of  peace  ;  and  upon  the  indemnification  of  inch  Ame- 
rican citizens,  for  their  lossei  and  dunageJi  sustained 
bj  these  captures  and  condemnationB;  audio  enter  ii 
■uch  arrangement*  with  the  British  Government, 
tbia  and  all  other  differences  Bubiisting  between  thet 
uationa,  and  particularly  respecting  the  impicument  of 
American  «eaiaen,  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  honor 
and  interest!  of  the  United  States,  and  manifest  their 
earnest  desire  to  obtain  for  themselves  and  their  eiti- 
sena,  by  amicable  negotistion,  that  justice  to  which 
they  are  entitled. 

3.  Kaolved,  Thatitiseipedienttoprohibitby  tawthi 
Importation  into  the  United  Stntea  of  any  of  the  (bllow 
ing  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  being  the  growth,  pro- 
dace,  or  mannfaclare,  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  or  the  dependencies  thereof,  that  is 
to  say:  woollens,  linens,  hats,  nails,  looking  glasses, 
ram,  bard-waiaa,  slate,  salt,  cna],  boots,  shoes,  ribbons, 
ulks,  and  plated  and  glasa-waiea.  The  said  prohibi- 
tion to  commence  fiMm  the day  of ,  unices 

prerionslylliBreto  eqnitaUe  arrangements  shall  be  made 
between  the  two  Governments,  on  the  differences  sab- 
listing  between  them ;  and  (o  continue  until  sach  ar- 
rangements shall  be  agreed  upon  and  settled. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  first  rcaoUition  report- 
ed by  the  committee,  as  follows : 

Setohed,  That  the  capture  of  Aaeiiean  vessels  and 
Aeir  cargoes,  for  the  adjodicatiaB,  nndei  tha  order*  of 
the  British  Government,  and  their  eondemnation  t^ 
Aieir  Covts  of  Admiral^r,  on  the  ^eteit  of  their  being 
employed  ia  a  trade  with  ttko  enemies  of  Great  Uritaia, 
pniubilad  in  tims  of  peace,  is  an  unprovoked  agf(tes- 
«ion  upon  the  profwrtj  of  the  dtizens  of  these  Uniteid 
States,  a  violation  of  their  nautml  rlg'hts,  ami  an  en- 
oraaduBsnt  npon  Ihesr  national  indapandenee : 

It  paned  in  the  Deptire. 

And,  on  the  qncetion  to  adopt  the  firrt  reaolu- 
tioD,  u  repiHted  by  tha  committee,  it  was  deiei^ 
mined  uoinimotulr  in  the  affirtmtire — yeai  38, 
»  follows : 

Y>ii — Messrs.  Andernon,  Baldwin,  Bayard,  Brad- 
ley, Gsillard,  Oilman,  HUlhonse,  Howlaod,  Kitchel, 
Logan,  Maclay,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Pickering,  Plnmer, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio, 
Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sum- 
tor.  Tracy,  Turner,  While.  Worthington,  and  Wright. 

TanRSDAr,  FebTiiary  13. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  presented  the  petitions  of 
Daniel  Clark,  John  Hays,  and  John  Dawson  and 
otherit,  parchasers  of  lands  of  the  United  Stales. 
in  the  now-  Stale  of  Ohio,  praying  an  extension 
of  the  lime  for  their  future  payment,  and  a  remia- 
MOQ  of  inleresi  on  their  several  instalments,  for 
reasons  mentioned  in  the  petition  ;  and  ibe  peti- 
tion* were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  severally  be  referred  to  (he 


appointed  on  the  lOlh  of  January  last, 
OB  peliiiona  or  a  similar  nature,  to  consider  uai 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNOTON,  from  the  committee  Is 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  22d  of  January  la^C 
the  bill,  entitled  ""An  act  ez lending  the  powers  oi 
the  Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of  Liouist- 
ana,"  reporled  the  bill  with  an  amendment;  vrtiieli 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  coBsideratiuo. 

The  Senate  tesucaed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ihe  bill  lelatiog  to  iha  sehiTiesof  the  judges 
of  New  Orleansf  and  ttie  bill  was  amended,  and 
reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

a-dgred.  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represealstirei 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  paased 
a  bill,  entitled  ''  An  act  declariBg  ihe  consent  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Stale  of  Pennsylvania, 
eniiiled  'An  act  to  empower  the  board  of  wardeas 
for  the  port  of  Pbitadelpbia  to  collect  a  certain 
duty  on  tonnage,  for  the  purposes  therein  men- 

The  bill  brought  up  for  eoBcorrence  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  the  second  rending. 

The  Prbsidekt  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Postmaster  General  "  of  the  pOsI  roads  which 
have  not  produced  one-third  part  of  the  expense  of 
carrying  the  mail  upon  them  during  the  last  year;" 
and  the  report  was  read,  anil  ordered  to  lie  far 
eonsideralion. 

Mr.  Mitchill,  from  the  commi-ttee  to  whom 

as  referred,  on  the  29lh  of  Jaauary  last,  thetulk, 
entitled  "An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  certain 
cases,  to  State  judges  and  State  courts,"  repotted 
amendments',  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Mi'ronn.L  presented  ■  memorial,  ained 
Oershom  Craft,  President  of  the  Anerican  Con- 
vention for  promoting  the  abotilion  of  slavery, 
praying  certain  additional  provisions  to  the  law* 
on  that  snbject ;  and  Ibe  memoriaL  waa  read. 

Mr.  BALHwiit,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  11th  instant,  the  bill  to  sut- 

e:nd  the  commercial  inlereoBrae  between  the 
nited  States  and  the  French  island  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, reported  emendmenlB;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  time 
for  holding  the  circuit  conrt  in  the  district  of 
North  Carolina,"  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended.  ', 

Retailed,  That  this  bill  pas's,  with  amend- 
ments. 

PKIVILEGBS  OF  FOREIGN  MmiSTERS. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr.  AniMa 
asked  and  obtained  leave  lo  bring  in  a  bill  to  pre- 
"It  the  abuse  of  the  privileges  and  immunities 
enjoyed  by  foreign  Ministers  within  the  United 
States;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the 
second  reading.     The  bill  is  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted,  ire.,  'Hial,  from  and  after  the  passage 
of  this  act,ifanyforeign  Ambassador,  Minister.orolher 
person  entitled  to  enjoy  within  the  United  States  the 
privilagss  and  iamBaitiea  of  a  fbnigo  MiAirter,  aludl 
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it  vaj  tiolation  of  ths  nmniaqwl  Iim,  which,  if 
ittad  b;  a  person  uncnabla  ta  tho  wdinitj  jadi- 
cial  authority  of  tbe  place  nbow  auch  Ambuiodor, 
Miniater,  or  other  pmoQ,  ma;  be  at  the  time  of  com- 
mitting aueh  oKnce,  would  be  inihctable  bj  a  grand 
jury,  and  puniahable  by  death,  b;  corponl  puniabment, 
or  by  imprisonioent  or  confinement  to  labor,  the  Pnui- 
dent  of  the  United  Statei  upon  application  made  to  him 
by  the  Executive  authority  of  tbo  Stale  oi  Territory 
where  aucb  oflence  may  be  conunitled,  or  upon  the 
complaint  to  him  of  any  person  injured  or  aggrieved 
\ej  such  offence  so  cammilted,  and  upon  proofof  tbe 
facts,  BStiefiuAiry  to  the  aaid  Preaidenl,  being  furniahod 
to  bim  in  support  of  such  application  or  complaint,  ahall 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  demand  of  the  Bov- 
creign  of  the  said  oBendIng  AmbBsaadoT,  MiniBter, 
or  other  peraon,  justice  upon  the  offender,  and  repara- 
tion to  any  person  or  persons  thus  injured  or  aggrieved; 
and  in  case  of  the  refusal  or  neglect  of  the  aaid  Sover- 
eign, to  comply  with  such  demand  En  jnstice  and  repa- 
ntion,  the  President  of  tbe  United  States  ii  barely 
further  authorized  to  order  such  Ambassador,  Ministai, 
or  olluic  persoa  ao  oS*euiliiig,  to  depait  from  tbe  United 
States  and  the  Territoriee  thereof;  or  to  send  him  home 
to  his  Sovereign,  according  to  the  aggravation  of  tbe 
offence,  and  at  his  the  aaid  President's  disaelion' 

Sac.  2.  And  bt  it  furtker  enacled,  That,&om  and 
after  lite  passage  of  ibw  act,  if  asy  foreign  Ambassa- 
dor, Minister,  or  other  person  entitled  to  enjoy  wiitiiii 
the  United  States  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  a 
foreign  Minister,  shall,  within  the  United  States  or  the 
Territoriea  thereof,  commit  any  act  of  hostility, or  enter 
into  any  conapirai?  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  or  ahall  personally  insult  or  treat  with 
disrespect  tbe  President  of  the  United  States  tor  the 
time  being,  the  said  President  shall  be,  and  is  hereby 
authorized,  at  his  diacretion,  to  order  the  said  Ambas- 
sador, Minister,  or  other  person  so  ofiending,  to  vrith- 
draiv  from  Ihe  seat  of  Government  and  tiia  Territory  of 
Columbia,  or  to  depart  from  the  United  States  and  the 
Territories  tli«r««l;  and  in  caae  of  refos^  or  neglect 
by  stieh  Ambassador,  Ministar.orotberpeisonas  afi>T»- 
said,  to  obey  such  order  within  a  isasoBsble  tiaie,  of 
which  thesaid  Preeident  shall  judge,  tbe  said  Preaident 
■ball  be  aod  is  beraby  farther  sutboiiied  to  send  the 
said  Ambassador,  Mimatec,  or  oUker  persou  as  aJinesBid, 
home  to  his  Sovereign;  and  in  either  case  to  demand 
of  the  ssid  Sovereign  the  puaishmeBt  of  auch  ofiending 
Ambassador,  Mioiatei,  or  other  person  as  albresaid,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  and  aggravatioa  of  tbe  offence, 
and  conformably  to  the  law  ofnations. 

Ssc.3.^n(^i«^/t«r(Aereiuwied,  That,  in  every  caae, 
when  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  shall,  under 
the  authority  of  this  act,  order  any  foreign  Ambassa- 
dor, Minister,  or  other  person  entitled  to  enjoy  within 
the  United  States  the  privileges  and  immuniliee  of  a 
foreign  Minister,  to  withdraw  from  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment and  the  Territory  of  Columbia ;  or  to  depart  from 
the  United  States  and  tbe  Territories  thereof;  or  ihajl 
send  any  such  offending  Ambassador,  Minister,  or  oihet 
perasn  as  aforesaid,  home  to  his  Sovereign ;  the  said 
Preiident  shall,  in  the  order  given  to  such  Ambsssador, 
Minister,  or  other  person  as  aforesaid  to  depart,  or  to 
withdraw,  signify  the  ofTeoce  upon  which  such  order 
shall  be  founded  ;  and  shall  assign  to  the  Sovereign  of 
the  said  Ambassador,  Minister,  or  other  person  as  afore- 
said, die  reasons  for  which  such  order  shall  have  been 
given,  or  for  which  the  said  Ambassador,  Minister,  or 
other  person  as  a&iesaid,  sball  be  sent  bouie ;  particu- 


larly ^«a^i»g  that  such  proceedings  are  not  on  ae- 
count  of  any  national  dj&erences,  hut  on  account  of 
the  personal  misconduct  of  such  Ambassador,  Minister, 
or  other  person  as  albreaaid. 

BRITISH  AGGRESSIONS. 

Tbe  report  of  the  committee,  made  on  tbe  Stb 
ioslttai,  on  that  part  of  tbe  Me&sage  of  tbe  Presi- 
dent of  the  Uitited  Stales  which  relates  to  the 
spoIiatioQ  of  our  commerce,  and  of  the  aew  pria- 
ciples  assumed  by  the  British  Courts  of  Admir- 
alty, was  resumed. 

Mr.  Israel  Suitb  said  that  be  was  extremely 
EOrry  that  he  could  not  bring  his  mind  to  assent 
10  the  second  resolulioa ;  because  be  viewed  it  of 
great  importuDce  thai  there  should  be  unanimilf 
upon  a  subject  of  ibis  nature.  He  was  not  op- 
posed to  it  from  any  Consiitutional  objectioo, 
arisiiig  from  a  belief  that  the  Senate  had  no  ri^ht 
to  give  Ibeir  advice  and  consent  to  ihe  Eieculire 
a^  IQ  the  course  and  conditions  upon  which  ibey 
desired  that  ao  accommodatiou  might  be  broogbt 
about ;  but  he  was  opposed  to  it  from  the  peculiar 
impropriety  of  so  doing,  deduced  from  the  whole 
circumstances  of  the  case,  as  it  dow  presented  it- 
self for  cDDsideraiion.  It  would  be  lecoUecled 
by  the  Senate,  that  many  of  out  complaints 
against  the  British  Govern  men  t  were  of  loDg  con- 
tiDuaace;  that  they  had  been  the  subject  of  our 
pointed  and  repeated  remonsiraacea,  and  in  a  par- 
ticular manner,  the  impressment  of  American 
searaeo ;  that,  on  a  former  occasion,  they  had 
coiDinilled  vast  spoliaiions  on  our  commerce,  not 
under  the  sauciioa  of  the  Jaws  of  nations,  as  theii 
subsequent  transactions  with  our  OovernmenC 
have  acknowledged;  but  under  the  authority  of 
the  particular  orders  of  their  Gto  vera  men  t,  there- 
by liubjecliDg  the  property  of  our  merchants  unoa 
the  high  seas,  not  only  to  the  restrictions  and  for- 
feitures iocuned  by  the  law  of  nations,  but  alsa 
exposing  it  to  all  the  vexations  and  forfeitures 
growing  out  of  the  caprice  of  British  orders  of 
capture.  The  late  encroachments  on  our  rights 
IS  a  neutral  nation,  and  which  are  now  the  sub- 
ject of  consideration,  are  of  &  nature  similar  to 
those  we  have  before  experienced,  and  proceed 
from  Ihe  same  unwarrantable  causes  and,  further, 
are  continued  in  full  force  and  operation  at  the 
very  moment  our  Oovernmeot  is  pressing  upon 
ihetr  consideration  the  injustice  of  their  proceed- 
ings, by  arsument,  too  sitong  and  eonviociag  to 
admit  of  doubt.  And  how  are  ihey  answered  1 
irocrasiination,  and  hints  thai  tbe  necessity 
le  case  is  a  sufficient  justiHcaiion.  The  Ex- 
ecutive, indignani  at  this  evasion,  and  des|>aiiing 
of  redress  by  any  further  appeal  to  their  justice 
and  magnanimity,  has  turned  to  the  National  Le- 
gislature, and  iaiormed  them  that  what  remained 

be  dune  on  this  ioieresiJDg  su^eci  must  rest 
_„  the  wisdom  and  firmness  of  CoogresB,  We 
have  already  unanimously  resolved,  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  British  Goveinment  is  an  "unpro- 
voked aggression  on  our  neutral  tights."  What, 
then,  he  asked,  would  be  the  measures  looked  for 
from  this  body,  as  proper  to  tepel  this  outrage? 
Could  any  one  expect  that  (he  first  thing  sug- 
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gesied  lo  their  mind  would  be,  that  the  Executive 
should  again  imraedialely  renew  the  negotJBtion  T 
Has  he  not  already  told  us,  that  he  despairs  of  ob- 
taiaing  redress  by  a  simple  appeal  to  their  jus- 
tice and  magnaaimitv  7  Or,  u  ibis  resolution  to 
be  understood  as  speaVing  to  the  Executive  a  lan- 
guage like  ibis:    You  have  not  ably,  zealously, 


and  perseveringly  exercised  the  powers  vested 
you  by  the  Const iiutioa,  to  bring  about  an  adjust- 
ment or  Ihe  difficulties  and  misunderstancliDgs 
subsisting  between  the  two  Qovernmeols;  or  you 
are  not  sufficieniiy  impressed  witb  the  importance 
of  Biipulaiiog  an  indemnification  for  the  losses 
our  merchants  have  already  sustained.  Or,  that 
there  is  some  areaues  to  a  sense  of  justice  in  this 
natioo,  which  you  have  not  sufficiently  attempted. 
Surely  language  like  this  is  disrespecilul.  We 
ought  001  to  adopt  a  resolutioo  on  a  subject,  as 
iroportaat  as  the  present,  without  being  able  to 
assign  a  substantial  reason.  Are  we  Tearful  that 
the  Executive,  after  we  have  afforded  the  neces- 
sary legislative  irapulse  to  this  negotiation  will 
be  slack  or  unskilful  in  ibe  application  of  it?  Or 
do  we,  by  these  officious  instructions,  wish  to  der- 
ogate froiQ  bis  merit  by  arrogating  to  ourselves 
that  applause  to  which,  upon  a  successful  and  sat- 
isfactory negotiation,  he  will  be  justly  entitled? 
Mr.  8.  hoped  that  no  coaaideration  of  this  sort 
would  influence  the  Senate.  He  believed  that 
there  was  a  disposition  in  the  Executive,  when 
furnished  witb  (he  necessary  aid,  lo  pursue  nego- 
tiation so  long  as  the  least  gleam  of  hope  of  suc- 
cess remained.  Beyond  that,  no  one  could  ask 
him  to  persevere.  He  believed  that  each  mem- 
ber of  tne  Senate  entertained  the  same  opinion. 
Where  then,  be  asked,  is  the  use  of  this  requisition 
10  the  Executive?  Is  it  lo  be  understood,  as  has 
been  partially  hinted  by  one  honorable  member, 
that  there  is  no  legislative  aids  which  the  Execu- 
tive, or  this  nation,  can  wisely  resort  to  on  this 
occasion  ?  Are  we  to  be  told  that  Congress  have 
no  power  lo  lay  duties  on  exports,  or  in  short, 
that  our  powers  are  insufficient;  or  that  we  are 
too  weak,  or  loo  dependent  as  a  nation,  to  contend 
for  our  rights?  We  therefore  recommend  it  to 
the  Executive,  (after  having  secured  our  mer- 
chants for  past  depredations,)  to  enter  into  such 
■rrangetnents  and  stipulations  upon  points  in  con- 
troversy by  mutual  sacrifices;  such  as  shall  be 
likely  lo  meet  and  promote  Ihe  views  of  both  par- 
ties, and  thus  recommend  justice  to  be  sacrinced 
to  pence.  For,  he  asked,  what  encroachment 
upon  the  rights  of  that  nalioD,  or  depredations 
upon  the  properly  of  tls  subjects,  have  we  lo  give 
op,  for  the  nurchase  of  this,  our  indubitable  right, 
as  a  neutral  nation,  which  they  have  so  flagrantly 
and  frequently  violated  ?  He  hoped  there  was  no 
disnosition  in  the  Senate  lo  commute  any  of  our 
rights  as  a  nation,  by  sacrifices  to  any  of  the  con- 
siderations before-mentionedj  ajid  in  a  particular 
manner,  by  any  abandonment  of  principles;  and 
yet  it  appeared  to  him,  if  there  is  any  pertinency 
in  the  resolution,  this  must  be  the  interpretation. 
He  observed  it  was  extremely  unwise  to  syieak 
this  language,  both  as  it  related  to  our  own  Gov- 
ernment, and  thai  with  which  we  hare  to  con- 


tend. The  latter  will  easily  lead  in  tbii  re«ola- 
tiou  the  course  which  the  Senate  wish  to  pursue, 
and  efibrts  will  be  made  accordiDgly-  Should  it 
not  be  in  unison  with  the  views  of  the  Executive 
of  our  own  Government,  it  will  weaken  instead 
of  strengthening  his  exertions  for  the  public  good. 
We  have  already  experienced  the  evils  restilting 
from  too  grealananiiety  to  enter  into  commercid 
regulations  with  that  nation.  A  former  treaty 
stipulated  an  indemnity  lo  our  merchants  for  sim- 
ilar depredations;  that  indeinnity  has  ultimaidy 
devolved  on  our  own  Qovernment.  We  pur- 
chased the  miserable  commercial  privileg-cs  of 
that  treaty  (if  it  contained  any,}  at  the  expensed 
our  neutrality;  and  by  doing  violence  lo  the  obli- 
gations imposed  upon  us  by  that  neutrality,  drew 
down  upon  ourselves  the  resentment  of  a  power* 
erful  nation,  which  involved  an  expense  of  more 
than  ten  million  of  dollars.  He  observed  it  would 
be  better  for  the  Government,  in  his  opinion,  to 
insure  our  merchants  against  any  depredations 
which  the  utmost  rapacity  of  the  British  would 
be  iikelv  to  invite,  than  again  to  enter  into  the  un- 
equal, ine  shameful,  and  wicked  stipulation  of  the 
former  treaty.  He  said  gentlemen  were  not  to 
understand  that  he  was  for  actual  hostilities 
against  Great  Britain.  He  deprecated  war  as 
much  as  any  man.  If  mild  measures  are  adopted, 
the  more  certain  will  be  the  calculation  of  a  per- 
severance in  them  ;  and  without  a  spirit  of  per- 
severance liltle  can  be  hoped  from  any  measure. 
He  hoped  that  Congress  would  be  disposed  on 
this  occasion  to  wield  the  only  weapon  which 
could  promise  success;  that  they  may  lake  such 
measures  as  will  prove  to  Great  Britain  that  the 
United  States  will  ultimately  have  no  commerce 
witb  ihem,  but  upon  terms  of  the  most  perfect 
reciprocity.  This  ground,  if  once  taken,  will  be 
easily  maintained.  It  is  recommended  by  being 
both  peaceable  and  effectual,  while  all  others  arc 
doubtful  and  unequal.  He  concluded  by  hoping 
that  the  resolution  would  be  rejected,  as  it  ap- 
peared to  him  disrespectful  to  the  Executive,  un- 
necessary, and  inconsistent  with  ihe  public  good. 
Mr.  Anderson. — Mr.  President:  The  honora- 
ble member  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Smitb)  seems  10 
entertain  an  opinion  that  it  will  be  indelicate  to- 
ward the  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  adopt 
the  resolution  now  under  consideration.  Having 
been  a  member  of  the  committee  who  reported  it, 
I  feel  somewhat  bound  to  endeavor  to  obviate  this 
objection;  having  done  which,  I  shall  then  pro- 
ceed to  answer  some  other  objeciioos,  and  oSer 
some  reasODs  in  favor  of  adopting  the  resoluiioo. 
1  expect  it  will  be  conceded,  that,  if  it  be  Consti- 
tutional to  pass  this  resolution,  it  cannot  be  indel- 
icate tonard  the  President.  Let  us  examine  the 
language  of  the  Constitution  upon  this  point 
The  Constitution  says  that  the  President  shall 
have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties.  Now,  I  contend 
ibat  the  true  meaning  of  this  clause  is,  that  the 
advice  should  precede  the  making  of  Ihe  treaty, 
and  thai  it  was  conched  in  the  language  in  which 
we  find  it,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Senate  as  to  the  principles  upon  which 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


97 


HISTORY  OF  C0K0BE8B. 


FUBOABT,  X606. 


Brititk  Aggrtmant. 


the  iKRtf  should  be  made.  And.  upon  •xaminiDg 
your  Executive  JoaraBl,  you  will  find  that  this 
coDitructtaa  was  gifeo  to  tbe  Cooitkution  by 
General  WABHticoTon,  who,  having  beeo  the 
Presidnit  of  the  CaaTenlioD,  must  reasonably  be 
aapposed  to  have  uadentood  the  true  intent  and 
meaniD^  of  the  Conatitutioa  in  all  itsparis.  And, 
ao  for  did  he  extend  the  con*(ruciion  for  which  1 
eoDtend,  that  the  Executive  Journal  will  thow,in 
ocdei  lo  ask  iheadvieeof  theBcDaW,ieUiive  to  a 
treaty  he  coDtemplaied  making,  thai,  in  the  yeai 
1790,  he  actually  took  hia  se^t  in  the  Presidential 
chair  of  this  body,  and  asked  the  advice  of  the 
Senate  upon  sundry  articles,  which  he  proposed 
making  the  basis  oi  the  t'C'ty.  Thus  ii  would 
seem,  that  the  first  President  of  the  Uoited  States, 
in  dischar^  of  his  duty,  had  given  the  forefoing 
construction  to  the  Constiiutloa.  Someinconve' 
nience  having,  however,  been  found  lo  arise  from 
this  mode  of  askiag  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  it 
has  since  falleo  into  disuse.  But  the  latter  prac- 
tice cannot,  nor  ought  not,  be  considered  a»  con- 
demning the  eoasiruction  of  which  I  conceive  the 
Constitution  is  fairly  susceptible.  Because  the 
construction  given  by  the  firsi  President  so  imme- 
diately after  (he  adaption  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution mast  be  considered  as  proceeding  from  the 
true  sense  and  sortect  opinion  which  he  then  en- 
teriaioed  of  the  reapetdive  righti  of  the  treaty- 
making  power. 

In  support  of  Ibis  construction,  Mr.  President,  I 
can  alpo  show,  from  your  Executive  Janrnals,  so 
late  as  last  session,  that  the  Senate  passed  a  reso- 
lution, requesting  the  President  lo  make  a  treaty 
with  the  Creek  oeiioa  of  Indians.  And  although 
it  may  be  said,  that  the  Creeks  not  being  a  foreign 
nation,  it  is  not  an  appoMte  case,  I  however  con- 
ceive the  principle  lo  be  precisely  the  same.  For 
we  have  always  treated  the  Indians  as  independ- 
ent nations,  and  the  same  proceedings  and  for- 
malities bad  uniformly  been  had  in  mokiog  the 
treaties,  and  ratifying  them,  as  have  been  had, 
with  other  natioiw.  So  toutth,  Mr.  President,  I 
have  thought  proper  to  say,  in  order  to  show,  that 
if  we  pass  this  resolution,  we  do  not  oSei  aay  in- 
deiicaev  to  the  Presideat.  But,  on  the  contrary, 
will  only  exercise  our  Constituiionnl  power,  which 
the  peculiar  perUous  situation  of  oar  country 
seems  imperiously  to  denand.  I  shonld  not  have 
taken  upao  much  time  upon  this  point,  had  not 
the  constituiiooality  of  passiop;  the  resolution  been 
also  objected  to  by  the  otbei  honarable  n»raabei 
from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Bbadlbt.) 

In  disenssing  the  merits  of  the  resolution  now 
ander  consideration^  it  will  be  necenary  that  we 
keep  constKatly  in  view  the  great  prinoipleof  the 
one,  which  haa  already  paraed  this  Hoiis^  bf  a 
unaninious  vote,  because  this  second  rewluiion 
is  predicated  upon  the  principle  of  the  first.  In 
the  first  we  declare,  that  lbs  capture  and  con- 
demnation, under  the  orders  of  the  British  Got- 
trnment,  and  adjudication  of  their  Courts  of  Ad- 
miralty, of  American  vessels  aad  their  cargoes, 
on  the  pretext  of  their  being  employed  in  a  trade 
with  the  enemies  of  Greal  Briuio,  prohibiied  in 
time  of  peaoc,  ia  an  uoptorokcd  agKraisioii  vpon 
9Ui  CoK.— 4 


the  property  of  the  citizens  ot  the  United  Stately 
a  violation  of  their  neutral  rights,  and  an  en- 
croachment upon  their  national  iodependence. 

In  order  lo  show  that  (he  ground  we  have  taken 
is  correct,  I  will  take  leave  to  refer  to  a  book  (en- 
titled An  Eiamioaiion  of  the  British.  Doctrine 
which  subjects  to  capture  a  nential  trade,  not  opea 
in  time  of  peace)  ascribed  to  a  gentleman  biffb  in 
office,  who  has  deservedly  acquired  great  celeority 
in  the  political  world.  It  will  be  found  that  the 
principle  contended  for  in  the  resolution  I  have 
cited,  obtained  as  early  as  the  finl  rise  of  r^ular 
commerce,  and  was  even  reduced  to  system,  as 
early  as  1338.  To  this  doctrine  Qreat  Britain 
acceded  hf  treaty  with  Sweden,  in  1655,  and  af- 
terwards, in  1674,  she  actually  claimed  and  en- 
joyed the  benefit  of  a  free  trade,  she  being  at  that 
lime  io  peace  and  the  Dutch  in  war  with  France. 
With  what  kind  of  pretext  can  Great  Britain  pre- 
tend to  deprive  us  of  the  exercise  of  the  very  right* 
which sbe  betselfhas  claimed  and  exercised,  upon 
precisely  the  same  principles!  Besides,  those  neu- 
tral rights  have,  by  constant  and  very  long  usag^ 
become  the  established  law  of  naiion.t,  and  have 
from  lime  to  time  been  ingrafled  into  many  trea- 
ties even  where  Great  Britain  was  herself  a  party. 
Upon  this  doctrine,  (bus  sustained,  we  request  the 
President  to  demand  and  insist  upon  the  restora- 
tion of  the  properly  of  our  citizens,  captured  and 
condemned  on  ihe  pretext  of  its  beina  employed 
in  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  pro- 
hibited in  time  of  peace^  and  upon  the  indemnifi- 
cation of  such  American  citizens  for  their  losses 
and  damages  sustained  by  these  captures  and  coa- 
demuatioos.  It  baa  been  objected  that  the  laa- 
guage  of  this  resolution  is  too  strong,  that  the 
words  denurnd  and  imiat  go  too  far ;  and  that  the 
absolutetestoratioo  ofour  vessels,  dbc.  will,  by  these 
words  being  retained,  be  made  the  finequationofxa 
accommodalion  with  Greal  Britain.  If,  sir,  we 
were  to  express  ourselves  in  less  forcible  langiuf^ 
we  should,  in  my.  opinion,  subvert  our  own  prm- 
eiplea,  aod  recede  from  the  high  ground  we  have 
taken,  which  might  eventually  radically  destroy 
neutral  rights,  and  completely  paralyze  out 


The  words  demand  and  innsl  are  dtplomatie, 
and  as  saeh  most  proper  lo  be  used,  and  (he  mura 
so,  as  they  seem  to  be  appropriate  to  the  principle 
of  the  first  resolution.  But,  Mr.  President,  the 
part  of  this  resolution,  by  which  indeomifi- 
cation  may  be  made,  and  new  arrangements  en- 
tered into  with  Great  Britain,  so  far  ameliorate* 
those  precedent  words  that  the  President  will  pos- 
ses* ample  powen,  according  to  a  true  exposition 
of  the  whole  taken  tofceiher,  and  be  will  not,  in 
ray  opinion,  be  trammelled  in  the  manner  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  conceives.  Io  settling  national 
diSereBees,  it  has  ever  been  necessary,  in  some 
poiatstogivealittle,and  in  ethers  to  tBke,«ccord- 
ing  to  ibe  peculiar  circumstances,  upon  which  the 
negoliatioD  might  happen  to  turn;  either  upon  a 
point  of  nali(»ial  honor,  or  an  interestiug  point  of 
national  commerce,  or  boib  so  connected  as  not 
weUtobesevered.  Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  President, 
I  do  believe  it  will  be  kighir  important  that  4h« 
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Senate  should,  at  this  interestiag  moment,  express 
their  opinion  apoo  oar  naiiootl  coacerns  wt(b 
Oreat  Britain  in  tuob  language  that  the  sense  we 
enterlaia  of  our  injuries  cannot  be  miatalten.  The 
principles  and  policv  of  our  GoTernment  require 
that  we  should  prefer  negotiation  in  the  6rst  in- 
stance; and  the  adoption  of  (he  resolution,  by  a 
strong  vote  of  this  body,  wilt  doubtless  add  great 
weight  to  the  object.  Ir,  howerer,  we  should  un- 
fortunately be  driven  to  the  dernier  resort,  I  truit 
we  shall  never  recede  one  point  frora  the  ground 
we  have  taken,  as  eipressea  in  out  first  resolalion. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  said  he  hoped  the  resolution 
would  be  adopted  in  its  full  extent.  Oa  this  sub- 
ject he  differed  wholly  from  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  (Mr.  Israel  Smith.) 

As  Ibe  proposition  recommended  to  the  Senate 
by  the  select  committee  was  now  before  them  in 
Its  most  broad  and  extensive  sense,  he  should  ap- 
ply bis  remarks  to  the  principle,  ralher  than  to  the 
form  of  (he  resolution  under  debate. 

Toward  the  end  of  of  1803,  more  than  half  the 
articles  of  the  treaty  between  our  Qoverninent  and 
that  of  Great  Britain  had  ceased.  Since  that 
event  commercial  intercourse  bad  been  carried  on 
by  the  two  nations,  under  their  respective  laws, 
without  any  convention  oi  pact  between  them. 
Inconveniences  bad  been  experienced  inTBiious 
ways  from  (hat  time  to  (he  present.  An  attempt 
indeed  had  been  made  two  yean  ago  to  remove  a 
considerable  part  of  them  by  a  repeafof  the  counter- 
Tailing  duties;  but  that  effort  not  corresponding 
with  the  feelings  of  (be  nation,  had  been  relin- 
quished. 

The  war  which  was  rekindled  in  Europe  soon 
after  the  expiration  of  the  temporary  articlei  of 
the  treaty  had  embarrassed  the  commerce  of  the 
great  maritime  powers,  and  thrown  into  the  bands 
of  neutrals  an  extraordinary  proportion  of  (he 
colonial  and  carrying  trade.  The  citizens  of  the 
United  Stales,  among  others,  had  profited  by  the 
opportunity,  and  engaged  extensively  in  this  neu- 
tral commerce.  But  it  had  been  the  policy  of 
QreitBritaiD,tbe  strongest  maritime  nation  among 
the  belligerents,  to  interrupt  ibis  intercourse  of 
neutrela,  with  the  colonies  of  her  colonies,  as  if 
they  had  been  her  own  colonies.  A  series  of  out- 
rageous proceedings  had  been  the  result ;  such  as 
had  excited  the  most  lively  indignation  against 
them  from  Maine  to  Georgia,  nod  roused  the  na- 
tion with  one  voice  to  resist  and  repel  them. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  would  enumerate  a  few  of  these 
injurious  principles  and  acts.  The  great  and 
fundamental  regulation,  which  served  a*  a  ground- 
work for  a  principal  part  of  the  rest,  was,  that  a 
commerce  Bllowed  to  neutrals  by  belligerents,  dur- 
ing and  on  account  of  the  war,  ought  to  be  pro- 
hibited. The  assumption  of  such  a  rule,  in  con- 
Imdiction  of  all  the  f^actices,  acknowledgments, 
■nd  treaties,  among  civilized  nations,  was  a  dao- 

ferous  ionoratiun  upon  their  public  law.  It  was 
Offerer  fallowed  by  another  declaration  of  theirs, 
equally  unfounded  in  Irnih  and  reason,  and  this 
was,  that,  as  the  adherence  to  the  principle  was 
rightfully  in  them,  they  mieht  relax  from  the  ob- 
MrraDc^ofii  when  thpypfets«d;  and  thttsach 


relaxations  were  always  acts  of  favor  ancl  grace 
to  neutrals. 

Another  of  the  extravagant  consequences  of 
this  doctrine  was,  that  the  belligerent  might  in- 
quire into  the  intention  of  the  neutral,  as  to  colo- 
nial produce  exported  from  his  own  country  under 
drawback,  and  if  be  could  not  prove  to  the  aatis- 
faotioD  of  the  prize  court,  that  sueh  produce  ■was 
originally  imported  into  the  neutral  country  for 
consumption  there,  without  the  design  of  seudittg- 
it  abroad  once  more,  the  ship  and  cargo  should  be 
condemned ;  thus  declaring  (hat  two  distinct  com- 
mercial operations,  were  one  and  the  same  con- 
tinued voyage. 

So  it  has  been  pretended  and  iiuisted  by  them 
that  a  vessel  which  has  escaped  tbeir  vigilaoce  on 
a  voyage  from  the  neutral  to  the  belligerent  port, 
and  has  begun  her  return  voyage  loaded  with  the 
'      '    IS  (not  contraband)  of  the  latter  i 


dence  on  which  (he  condemnation  was  grounded 
in  a  British  court. 

The  catalogue  of  grievances,  he  said,  was  long 
and  odious;  but  be  would  mention  the  oppressive 
manner  in  which  the  British  exercised  the  right 
of  search,  the  uojusiifiable  impressment  of  sea  roen 
wherever  they  pleased  to  take  them,  and  (heir  ar- 
bitrary proceedings  relative  to  blockaded  ports,  as 
tending  to  wound  the  feelings  of  individuals,  to 
excite  national  irritation,  and  to  revive  those  seik- 
timents  of  animosity  and  hatred  which  bad  been 
dying  away  ever  since  the  Revolationary  war; 
and  but  for  these  renewed  acts  of  hostility  wonld 
have  risen  no  more. 

With  all  these  difficulties  in  view,  stated  and 
reiterated  from  all  the  commercial  cities  of  the 
nation,  the  proposition  now  under  coosideratitn 
had  been  reported.  It  was  in  the  nature  of  an 
admoDition  to  the  President,  to  make  a  further  ef- 
fort to  accommodate  these  difierences  in  a  just 
and  amicable  way.  The  resolve  which  paned 
the  Senate  unanimously  yesterday,  comprehended 
a  total  denial  of  the  interpolated  maxims,  and  ihe 
conduct  which  they  authorized.  The  resolutioo 
now  before  the  Senate  was  a  corollary  from  the 


that  he  considered  (be  adoption  of  the  former  aa 
a  favorable  prelude  to  the  reception  of  tiui.  And 
having  declared  that  unprovoked  aggressions  bad 
been  made  upon  the  persons  and  propcriias  of  ow 
citizens,  there  was  an  evident  pioprietr  in  endea- 
voring to  negotiate  on  the  subject,  and  settle  the 
difierences  by  fair  discussion. 

Bu(  an  objeedon  had  been  made,  that  iha  Sen- 
ate was  about  to  proffer  advice  to  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates.  The  resolution  eertainly 
was  wrjtten  for  that  purpose,  and  in  this  there 
was  th«  strictest  pro[Hiety.  For,  by  the  Consti- 
lution,  this  body  is  the  council  of  uat  hish  Ex- 
ecutive officer.  In  questions  touching  our  foreign 
ralttioiu,  the  Suutora  an  declared  by  the  m- 
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preine  Uw  of  th«  land  to  be  the  President's  conn- 
sellors.  In  UTffeoi  sod  atdaous  cues  it  was  not 
only  ollowabletbr  them  to  exerciae  ibu  TJf  bl,  but 
it  was  their  dutr  to  do  so.  Bv  aucb  a  nteaBore 
there  was  no  reneclion  on  the  Chief  Magistrate 
for  it  was  well  kpown  he  had  vigilaatly  and  cor 
rectly  done  his  duty.  He  bad  left  nothing  untried 
dial  was  in  bis  power.  Now,  however,  when 
another  efibrt  was  lo  be  made,  he  believed  the 
President,  though  firm  iu  the  performance  of  the 
important  irosiB  reposed  in  him,  woald  becomfori- 
sd  and  Btrengthened  by  the  appronnf  voice  of  his 
Constitutional  advisers.  With  this  resolution  in 
hia  hand,  he  would  speak  to  a  foreign  nation 
bolder  tone,  and  employ  the  enargeUc  iRnguage  of 
his  an i led  rellow-citizots. 

Mr.  M.  did  not  think,  with  the  ffeailemaa  who 
preceded  bim,  that  the  adoption  or  the  proposition 
would  be  productive  of  discord;  bnt,OQiliei 
trary,  would  have  a  happy  tendency  to  promote 
harmony,  by  a  candid  and  patriotic  communica- 
tion of  sentiments  between  these  two  important 
or^DS  of  the  QoTeroment. 

Of  the  three  resolutions  reported  by  the  selecl 
committee,  the  second,  which  wa.i  the  one  under 
consideration,  was  solely  of  an  Executive  nature. 
The  two  oihers,  to  wit:  the  first  which  had  pass- 
ed without  a  dissenting  voice,  and  the  third  which 
remained  to  be  acted  upon,  were  of  a  Legislative 
complexion.  Together,  they  cooitiiuted  a  series 
of  measures  adapted  to  the  present  exigencies  of 
the  nation.  The  first  declared  the  wrongs  done 
■a;  the  second  proposed  to  settle  the  dispute  to 
irhicb  those  wrongs  gave  rise,  by  eguitanle  ar- 
rangement or  treaty;  and  the  third  proposed,  in 
ease  no  setilemenl  eould  be  obtained  upon  just  and 
honorable  terms,  to  diminish  our  intercourse  with 
«  nation  whose  adminisiraiioa  was  so  udjusI  and 
inflexible.  There  was  another  step  which  might 
hare  been  the  subject  of  a  fourth  resolution,  and 
that  was  war.  For  his  part,  he  believed  the  acis 
of  the  cruisers  and  courts  of  His  Britannic  Majesty 
were  directly  and  openly  hostile;  and  it  was 
only  necessary  for  us  to  consider  them  so,  to  make 
ourselves  a  party  in  the  strife  among  the  DBtions. 
Although  the  ptovooatioa  was  aufficieni  to  justify 
us  in  a  declaration  of  war,  Mr.  M.  said  be  would 
at  present  prefer  a  different  policy.  He  would  in 
the  first  place  make  another  overture  of  civility ; 
and  if  that  did  not  aucceed,  our  connexion  could 
be  discontinued.  If,  after  that,  it  should  be  oeces- 
nry  to  put  oursdves  in  hostile  array,  he  knew 
there  was  courage  enouffh  in  ibe  nation  to  make 
an  enemy,  now  as  heretofore,  tremble  on  approach- 
ing our  shores. 

Viewing  the  subject  in  this  manner,  and  con- 
ceiving the  propoHition  as  one  of  a  catenation  of 
moMurei  on  a  sunject  of  great  national  imporiaoce 
and  uncommon  public  solicitude,  he  was  earnest 
in  his  hope  that  it  would  be  carried,  like  the  pre- 
ceding one,  not  by  a  mere  majority,  but  by  an 
naanimons  vote. 

Mr.  Bs.TAno, — Mr.  President,  if  there  be  any 
objection  to  tbereaolution  now  before  <)*i  it  is  that 
it  shelters  the  Executive  Oovernioent  from  that 
ntpiMUibiUir  m  to  iu  measurai  whieh  propaily 


ought  to  attach  to  it.  The  duly  prescribed  by  the 
resolution  is  of  an  Bxecniive  nature,  and  the 
President  is  charged  with  (be  care  of  those  inter- 
ests for  which  the  resolution  provides.  By  pre- 
scribing a  coarse  of  conduct  to  the  Execulive,  we 
release  that  branch  of  Qovemmenl  from  responsi- 
bility as  lo  the  event,  and  lake  it  upon  ouiselvea. 
But,  sir,  though  I  feel  this  objeclioo,  yet  at  the 
present  moment  it  is  outweighed  by  iiiber  con- 
sideraiionsi  The  state  of  out  public  afiairs  is  criti- 
cal, and  at  such  a  lime  I  think  it  becomes  every 
branch  and  member  of  ibe  Grovernment  to  co-ope- 
rate with  cordiality  and  zeal  in  support  of  each 
other,  and  lo  strive  to  do  more  rather  than  leia 
than  their  respective  duly. 

Tha  design  of  this  resolution,  sir,  presents  itself 
to  my  mind  in  a  very  difiefenC  point  of  view  from 
thai  in  which  it  appears  lo  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  ^Mr.  Bmith.)  Thai  honorable  member 
is  c^posea  to  it  because  he  thinks  it  gives  just 
cause  of  offence  to  ihe  President;  That  we  pre- 
scribe to  the  President  a  duty  which  he  ought 
certainly  to  perform  without  our  injunction,  and 
of  consequence  we  betray  doubts  (hat  he  will  do 
what  belongs  to  his  office  without  our  interfereoee. 
For  my  part,  sir,  I  do  not  ctmsider  the  resolution 
Bs  intended  in  any  degree  for  the  President,  but 
as  designed  for  the  British  Oovernmecl.  I  sup- 
pose without  the  resolution  the  President  would 
lake  (he  course  which  it  marks  out.  Bui  we  in- 
tend to  manifest  by  it,  that  it  is  not  simply  the 
opinion  of  (he  President  that  specific  redress 
should  be  granted  for  the  wrongs  we  have  suffer- 
ed, but  that  it  is  the  coocarrenl  sense  of  this 
branch  of  the  Oovernmenl,  that  such  redress 
should  be  insisted  on.  I  do  not  mean  that  wa 
hould  be  considered  as  offering  an  empty  menae« 
o  the  British  cabinet,  but  a  demonslraiion  of  the 
mion  of  difierent  branches  of  oor  Gtovernment  in 
demanding  satisfaction  for  the  wiongs  done  us. 
Foreign  Governments  calculate  much  on  our  di- 
visions, our  union  will  disappoint  those  calcu- 
li has  been  objeeled  by  ihe  gentleman  from 
Vermont,  that  il  is  improper  to  pass  the  resolu- 
tion, because  il  is  not  the  ground  of  any  legisla- 
tive proceeding.  The  gendeman  is  too  Isle  in 
making  this  objection.  He  has  voted  for  (he  first 
resolution,  whieh  less  than  ihe  i)resent  is  the  basis 
of  a  legislative  acL  At  present  il  is  designed  only 
as  the  declaration  of  our  opinion  as  to  the  con- 
duel  of  a  foreign  nation.  But  1  am-not  disposed 
to  admit  that  ihese  resolutions  may  not  become 
the  ground  of  a  legislative  act.  Il  belongs  to 
"  [resB  to  declare  war,  and  when  I  give  my  as- 
lo  these  resolutions^  I  conaider  myself  as 
pledged  Id  vote  for  war,  if  redress  is  not  granted 
to  Hs.  la  adopting  the  first  resolution,  we  have 
gone  too  far  lo  recede.  We  have  declared  that 
unprovoked  aggressions  have  been  commiKed  on 
the  property  of  our  citizens— that  our  neutral 
rights  have  been  violated  and  our  national  inde- 
pendence irenchfd  upon.  This  unanimous  dec- 
laration is  recorded  in  your  journals ;  and  can  wa 
hesitate  whether  we  will  bear  the  wrongs  and  af- 
fronts put  upon  m,  or  baiard  the  peril  of  awat) 
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C«D  we.  sir,  atttr  (he  deelaretiDO  which  we  bare 
made,  sit  qnielly  down  and  console  ourselves  wiih 
the  meek  virtue  of  Eufferins  with  fotbearauce? 
For  what  pnrpoie  have  geDtlemeD  agreed  to  the 
8nt  resotutioD  t  To  show  the  world  we  knew  the 
extent  of  our  injuries,  yet  from  Indolence  or  dread 
we  tneaot  ihey  Bhouid  pan  u&redresied  and  ana- 
Ten  ged  7 

I  hope,  sir,  il  will  not  be  thought  that  I  wish 
fbr  war,  or  would,  without  adequate  cause,  plunge 
Ihe  nation  into  it.  I  am  contending  only  tnat  we 
mnst  learn  to  insist  upon  our  nalioDsl  rights,  or, 
by  and  bv,  none  will  belong  to  us.  We  must  learn 
to  defeoa  our  bouor  as  a  people,  or  «oon  we  shall 
be  withoui  national  character.  We  are  beat  pro- 
tected against  war  when  it  is  known  that  we  are 
ready  to  meet  ii.  Let  the  nations  of  Europe  know 
diat  a  love  of  ease,  a  dread  of  disaster,  or  an  ap- 
prehension of  privations,  chain  you  Id  a  alate  of 
peace,  and  they  will  drain  your  treasury  of  its  laat 
cent,  andmake  you  drink  the  dregs  of  humiliation. 

I  hope  the  Government  will  never  go  to  war 
without  a  just  and  sufficient  cause.  But  when 
tliat  cause  does  exist,  I  hope  they  will  not  be  ap- 
palled by  the  daogen  or  calamities  of  war.  The 
lesoluiion  before  us  is  not,  however,  a  declaraiioD 
of  war.  We  have  slated  in  the  first  resolution 
the  wrongs  we  have  suffered,  we  here  state  the 
redress  we  expect.  I  do  not  consider  that  (he  reso- 
lution eojoiDs  on  the  President  any  particular 
■node  of  negotiation,  or  to  demand  any  specific 
satisfaction.  But  it  requires  something  substan- 
tial; direct,  satiBfaciion , or  equivalent  indemnity, 
and  some  assurance  of  future  security. 

I  am  in  favor  of  the  resolution  because  I  think 
it  will  facilitate  the  negotiations  of  the  President. 
When  it  is  seen  that  we  are  united  in  insisting 
Upon  our  rights,  that  rather  than  abandon  them 
we  are  resolved  to  encounter  any  aliernaiire,  it 
most  create  an  impression  and  serious  reflection 
abroad.  The  resDlutions  justify  the  President  in 
apeaking  in  a  manly  tone  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment, in  holdinealanguage  worthy  of  a  great  and 
free  people,  antfl  therefore  give  them  my  cordial 
support. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  now  adjourned. 

Fbidat,  Februaiy  14. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  con- 
sent of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Stale  of  Penn- 
sylvania, entitled  'An  eel  to  empower  the  board 
OT  wardens  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia  to  collect 
a  certain  duty  on  tonnage  for  the  purposes  therein 
mentioned,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Mici.iT,  MiTcBiLL,end  Looan, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  privil^fcs 
and  immunities  enjoyed  by  foreign  Ministers 
within  Ihe  United  Slates  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Adams,  Baldwin, 
Shith,  of  Maryland,  TaAcr,  and  Smith,  of  Ver- 
mont, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  mesaave  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hate  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Gov 


ernor,  Judges,  and  Secretary,  of  the  iBdiana  Ter- 
ritory;" in  which  they  de^re  the  coooorreace  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  laat  brought  up  for  eoneurrence  vas 
read,  and  ordered  to  tlie  second  reading. 

BRTTISU  AGGRESBIOKS. 
The  Benate  resamed  the  AOnsideraiion  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  made  on  Ihe  &lh  inalanL^ 
on  that  part  of  the  Mesmae  of  the  Prestdeat  ot 
the  United  State  whicii  rebtes  to  the  vioUiimof 
neutral  rights,  and  the  impressment  of  Americaa 

The  second  resolulton  being  stiil  under  consid- 
eratioo,  as  follows : 

"3.  Baohtd,  ThitthePvasideBtortheUnitadStalM 
he  requested  to  demand  and  intitl  vpoa  the  taiara- 
lion  af  the  preperit/  of  their  atitent,  captured,  and 
eondemaed,  on  tie  pretext  of  itt  bein^  etnpLn/td  in  a 
trade  wiih  the  eaeraU*  of  Great  Brtlaia,  frohibUed 
in  time  of  pea£e:  ti"'^  •«*«-■  jA*  ■'™r/*n.f»i^^/f^i'/>«  ^F 
ntck  American  eilize 
tuttained  bi/  Ihoee  caplur 
to  enter  into  such  mrruigementa  with  the  Britifih  Got- 
ernment,  on  this  and  all  oLher  dilfrrenccB  aatwistiag 
between  the  tiro  nations,  (and  particularly  respecting 
the  impressment  of  American  acsmen,)  a<  may  be  con- 
sistent nitli  Ihe  honor  and  interest  of  the  United  States, 
and  manifeat  their  euneit  dwtre  to  obtain  Iot  them- 
aelves  and  their  citizens,  by  amicable  negotiation,  that 
jaitice  to  trhi<^  they  are  entitled." 

Mr.  WoRTBinoTOK — On  further  coniideratioti 
of  the  resolution  now  before  the  Senate  I  confess 
I  feel  more  opposed  to  it,  and  do  believe,  on  the 
whole, it  will  bebest  not  to  pass  it  in  its  present  form. 
The  resolution  mnst  mean  something,  or  it  most 
mean  nothing.  It  mnst  intebd  to  convey  to  Ifae 
President,  the  opinions  and  advice  of  this  body, 
or  not  to  convey  It.  Now,  sir,  if  it  is  intended  to 
convey  to  the  President  the  opinion  and  advieeof 
the  Senate,  which  is  certainly  mr  understaBdinff 
of  it,  I  beg  gentlemen  to  reflects  little  before  tfaer 
adopt  it.  The  advice  of  this  Senate  I  trust  wiU 
neverbegivento  the  President  without  having  lb* 
desired  ^ec<;  and  let  me  add,  sir,  that  from  the 
intimate  connexion  which  exists  between  this 
and  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Qoverament  I 
must  believe  that  the  President  would  not  feel 
himself  justified,  nor  would  he  be  willing  to  take 
so  much  responsibility  on  himself  ss  entirely  to 
reject  it.  Sir  I  could  not  jaslify  him  if  he  did. 
Weare equally  responsible  wilbhim  inourSxeea- 
live  capacity,  and  cap  we  for  a  Aoment  belief* 
that  he  would  act  contrary  to  the  decided  opiaioa 
of  the  Senate,  who  can  at  all  times  control  or  de- 
feat him  by  rejecting  a  treaty  made  contrary  to 
cheir  advice  and  opinions?  Wbat,  sir,  is  the  ob- 
ject of  the  resolution  1 

We  request  the  President  "  to  demand  and  in- 
sist upon  the  restoration  of  the  property  of  their 
citizens,  captured  and  condemned  on  Ihe  pretext 
of  its  being  employed  in  a  trade  with  the  enemies 
of  Great  Britain,  prohibited  in  time  of  peace;  and 
upon  the  indemnification  of  such  Ameri^n  eiti- 
zens,  for  their  losses  and  damages  snstained  by 
these  captures  and  condemnations:"  and  after- 
waids  "  to  enter  into  moh  snangements  with  the 
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Briiith  QoTcrmnent,  on  ibis  and  all  other  differ- 
eoces  inbsisting  betvrcen  the  two  uatioiis,  (ind 
partieotirly  respecting  the  impTeMiaent  of  Ame- 
liean  teamen.)  as  maf  be  coaiiitent  with  the 
hooorand  iDierests  of  the  United  States,  aad  maiii- 
fesi  their  («rnest  desire  to  obtain  for  ihemwl  ves  and 
their  citizen!,  by  amicable  negotiatioD,  that  jus- 
tice to  which.they  are  entitled." 

To  IDT  mind,  sir,  the  retolation  Beemi  to  be  at 
war  with  itself,  il  is  not,  Mr.  PreHdent,  the  bold 
groand  taken  hf  the  first  part  of  the  resolution  to 
whicb  I  object.  It  is  not,  sir,  that  I  am  opposed 
(o  deiDBDditig  or  insisting  on  our  right*  ;  but  it  is 
beoanse  I  fear  the  leiolation  taken  togiiber  will 
emharraas  the  Bxecniire  in  negotiating  a  treaty  tc 
settle  on  differencei.  A  genilamaa  ^m  Mary- 
land has  told  us,  and  we  know  the  fact  is  ao^  that 
there  are  BeTeral  EObJects  on  which  negonation  is 
necessary.  At  present  we  know  we  have  no  com- 
mereial  treaty  with  Oroat  Britain.  If  sir,  this 
subject  is  intended  to  be  embraced,  (and  I  so  un- 
derstand it)  by  the  reBolDtian,andif  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  Senate  it  should,  tst  us  be  mote  explicit. 
We  have  sncb  a  treaty  with  Holland,  Spain,  and 
France,  and  I  confess  I  see  no  good  reason  why 
we  should  not  bare  one  with  Great  Britain  if  it 
eait  be  made  on  terms  which  will  promote  the 
mnttml  interests  of  thelwo  nations.  Indeed,  I 
Dot  imagine  how  we  are  to  get  along  without' 
tinual  jarrings,  and  probably  ultimate  war,  ^ 
all  its  cone omitantei lis,  unless  we  know  the  ground 
on  which  we  are  placed.  Whilst  I  shonld  deplore 
an  erent  of  this  kind,  yet  if,  nnder  all  theeircam- 
Rtanees,  the  honor  and  inierests  of  my  country 
made  it  necessary,  I  hope  I  shall  be  found  among 
those  who  would  firmly  reaeat  the  insnlt  and  vin- 
dicate the  iniuriES  ofanyoation  on  eatlk  With 
so  wide  a  field  for  negotiation,  with  so  many  im- 
portant objects  to  accomplish,  I  submit  it  to  the 
good  sense  of  the  Senate,  whether  it  will  be  pro- 
per to  tie  up  the  hands  of  the  Eiecttttre  in  the 
manner  conleinpiated  by  the  resolution.  If  the 
resolatlon  passes,  the  Presideni  most  in  every 
event  "demand  and  insist  upon  the  testoration  of 
the  property  of  our  citizens,  captured  and  cnn- 
demned  on  the  pretext  of  its  being  employed  in  a 
trade  with  the  enemies  of  Qreat  Britain,  prohibited 
in  time  of  peace;  and  upon  the  indemnification 
of  such  American  citiiens,  for  Ibeir  losses  and 
damages  sustained  by  these  capluaetaad  condem- 
nations. "  This  must  be  made  the  basis  on  which 
all  further  pFoceedlBgs  are  to  be  founded.  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  being  willing  to  sive 
op  the  property  which  has  been  unjnatly  taken 
from  our  citizens  without  an  equivalent.  An 
eqaiTnlent  may  be  obtained  in  many  ways.  If 
the  resolution  is  adhered  (o  by  the  Ezeoniive,  a 
testitntion  of  the  property  must  be  insisted  on. 
Request  the  President  to  demand  and  insist,  and 
he  most  take  this  ground,  and  this  only,  if  we  paxs 
ihif  resolotien.  Although  itt  my  opinion  this  res- 
olution wasnot  intended  to  ceasure  the  Executive, 
yet,  it  woold  seem  to  bear  Uist  constrnction.  But 
on  this  ground  I  will  not  object  to  iL  It  is  doIo- 
rioBs  to  every  genilemaa  ot  the  Seaate  that  the 
President  has  been,  and  is  now  ptoMculiag  a  ne- 


gotiation on  the  subjeots  which  seem  to  be  the  par- 
ticular objects  of  this  resolution,  viz:  the  condeoH 
nation  oi^  onr  vettels  and  the  imptessment  <>f 
American  seamea.  It  would  thereiore  seem  io^ 
proper,  on  this  K'ound,  to  pass  the  resolution  in  ita 
present  fotnh  1  know,  sir,  that  what  has  been  ao 
often  and  so  property  repeated  is  all- important  oB 
the  present  a  abject,  that  is,  thai  we  ahonia  be  united 
in  what  we  do.  With  this  viewand  with  the  hope 
that  the  same  aommittee  can  offer  to  the  Senate  a 
reaolntKR  varied  in  itsform  from  the  one  before  ua, 
and  embracing  the  wishes  of  at  least  a  great  ma- 
jority, and  I  hope  the  whole  Senate,  I  move  that 
the  resoluiioa  be  reeoamiiied. 

Mr.  Adaib, — Ur.  President,  the  EBOtioB  before 
the  Senate  is  to  recommit  iha  reaoluiioa  to  a  sp»- 
cial  committee.  Gentlemen  in  favor  rf  the  reso- 
lution as  it  stands,  have  called  upon  us  to  point 
out  the  alterations  wa  wish  to  make  in  it,  as  a 
cause  of  commit  meat;  i  will  do  so  by  stating  my 
objections  to  it  ia  its  present  shape.  The  first 
resolution  on  the  paper  which  I  bola  in  my  hand, 
and  which  met  with  a  nnanioKUs  vote  of  the 
Senate  two  days  past,  contains  a  mere  dec latatioa 
of  their  opinion  on  an  abstract  principle;  to  thu 
resolution  I  fully  and  freely  aaaeni,  although  I  did 
not  vote  for  it,  being  that  day  unwell  and  abneat. 
But  this  second  resoTafion,  if  itistohaveany  effaot 
alall,  is  meaotlo  convey  an  instruction  to  thePreai- 
deut  of  the  United  States.  It  contains  a  request 
to  him,  not  only  that  he  will  endeavor  to  obtain 
an  adjaslment  of  our  differences  by  treaty,  but 
that  prior  to  Ibis  be  will  "demand  and  insist  upon 
the  restoration  of  the  property  of  onr  citizens  cap- 
lured  and  condemned  on  the  pretence  of  its  being 
employed  ia  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great 
Britain,  prohibited  in  time  of  peace;  and  upon  the 
ndemnificaiion  of  such  American  ciiizeos  ior  their 
ioBMs  and  danutges  suslained  by  these  captures 
condemnations;"  that  he  will  enter  into  ai- 
rangements,  Ac.  This,  Mr.  Preaident,  is  the  part 
'''le  resolniion  I  obiecl  to.  It  ia  going  too  far. 
circamMiibing  the  powers  of  the  President, 
and  lying  him  down  to  a  particular  point.  It  ia 
making  Inat  the  tine  ^aa  mm,  the  basis  on  which 
alone  be  is  to  treat;  ai  least  it  is  doing  this  so  Cu 
I  opinion  of  the  Senate,  eipressed  in  this  way, 
.  lo  ii.  It  really  looks  to  me,  as  if,  on  this  par- 
ticnlar  point  of  the  restitution,  we  were  afraid  to 
trust  our  Chief  Magistrate.  I  preeume  there  is 
not  a  member  who  hears  me,  who  does  not  fully 
''  ve  the  captures  and  coodemQatiDns  alluded 
the  resolution  were  unjust;  that  they  are  an 
infriogment  of  our  rights;  and  that  we  are  enti- 
tled to  restitution.  But  let  ii  be  remembered  that 
these  condemnations  are  the  solemn  decisions  of 
>Qrt  of  very  lugb  anlhority  in  Oteal  Britain; 
lurl  that,  it  is  well  known,  acts  under  the 
acila(if  net  the  control)  of  the  cabinet.  Mar 
not  (hen  reaaonablr  snppoae  tliat  the  Britisb 
Qovernmeot  are  as  foUy  assured  (in  their  own 
iikds)  that  these  condemoatioos  are  just  and 
warranted,  nnder  the  law  of  Datioos,  aa  we  are 
that  they  are  nnjost  and  unwarranted;  and  that 
they  will  be  as  untvilling  to  acknowledge  in  the 
£ace  of  the  whole  world  that  they  have  bee* 
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wantonlT  robbing  ns  of  oor  property,  as  we  will 
be  to  aclcDOwledge  that  we  bave  paid  «i  much 
iritbont  B  cause  f   It  has  been  well  obsErved  hj 


M  honorable  member  fTom  Tenaeseee,  that 
forming  commerciBl  treaties  of  this  kind,  tbere 
will  be  various  points  to  coDsider,  and  it  maj  not 
b«  necessary  (o  contend  for  strict  justice  in  every 
punctilio ;  arrangements  or  Ireaiiei,  when  there 
ate  existing  difierences  to  settle,  mnsi  always  be 
a  bargain  of  compromise  and  forbearance;  in  one 
point  we  may  give  a  little,  that  we  may  obtain 
an  equiralent  in  another.  So  it  may  turn  out  in 
Mtlling  out  disputes  with  Oteat  Britain.  Why 
then  are  we  not  latisSed  with  expressing  otir 
opinion  on  the  ^eat  principle  of  ri^hi;  andleave 
it  altogether  with  our  Chief  Magistrate  to  enter 
into  and  point  out  the  details? 

It  is  asserted  by  the  advocates  of  the  resolution 
ai  it  now  stands,  that  the  part  objected  to,  has 
been  virtnally  agreed  to  in  the  first  resololion; 
and  that  the  latter  part  of  ths  second  resolution 
10  qualifies  the  first  as  to  prevent  it  from  opera- 
ting as  an  initruction  to  or  restriction  on  the 
President.  To  this  1  answer,  that  the  same  prin- 
ciple, so  far  as  It  relates  to  the  United  States,  or 
to  the  British  Oorernment,  is  certainly  contained 
in  the  first  resolution^  and,  therefore,  unnecessary 
to  be  thus  expressed  in  the  second ;  and  if  it  is  not 
intended  to  operate  as  an  instruction  to  the  Presi- 
dent, why  is  It  so  aniLon^y  retained  in  the  reso- 
lution 1  I  can  see  no  other  reason  for  this,  unless 
it  is  intended  as  a  declaration  of  Ihe  Senate,  a 
aolemn  pkedtfe  to  be  used  on  some  future  occasion, 
by  the  mercnanis,  whose  property  has  been  thus 
condemned,  to  show  that  we  are  nound  to  obtain 
restitution  for  them  from  the  British  Qovernment, 
or  to  compensate  them  onrselves.  How  far  this, 
may  be  right  is  not  now  for  me  to  say.  It  is  a 
aabject  not  now  before  the  Senate,  and  I  think  it 
too  tftoa  to  make  the  declaration.  Nor  do  1  like 
to  see  stich  a  measure  obtain  in  our  resolutions 
by  stealth  as  it  were ;  unnoticed,  because  obscured 
by  Ibe  brighter  btaze  of  more  important  objects. 
In  support  of  the  words  "  demand  and  insist,"  an 
extract  has  been  read  from  a  letter  of  the  Presi- 
dent himself  to  bis  Minister  abroad,  in  which  he 
uses  the  same  words.  But  is  tbere  no  difference 
between  the  President's  acting  officially,  giving 
instructions  to  his  Minister  where  it  is  oecesssary 
and  proper  he  should  enter  into  the  details,  and 
our  merely  expressing  an  abstract  opinion  upon  a 
vreat  principle  before  it  officially  comes  before  us  1 
The  President,  ia  using  these  words,  does  it  with 
the  strictest  ]>ropriety ;  and  I  trust  when  he  in- 
atmcis  a  Minister  agreeably  to  the  request  con^ 
(ained  in  this  revolntioo,  that  he  will  make  use  of 
language  equally  strong.  He  shall  meet  with  my 
bearly  approbation,  nor  is  there  any  length  in  my 
power  that  I  will  not  cheerfully  go  to  support  him. 
Yet,  still  I  am  unwilling  to  tie  him  down  to  a 
particular  point,  or  to  express  an  opinion  in  detail 
npou  the  subject  of  a  treaty,  which  if  made  must 
finally  be  laid  before  the  Senate  for  ibeir  appro- 
bation. Let  it  be  remembered  that  in  the  first 
resolution  we  have  solemitly  pledged  ourselves  to 
a  principle  of  right ;  we  are  so  lar  bound,  as  the 


toobtain  an  e^nivaleat. 

□aght  to  satisty  all.  In  ihia  second  res<Jutioa  we 
request  of  ttae  President  to  obtain  for  us  the  free 
exercise  of  this  right  by  treaty.  Let  us  then  con- 
fide to  him  the  broad  field  of  negotiation ;  let  as 
not  cramp  him.  Our  rights  are  secure  in  th« 
hands  ofibe  constituted  authorities.  Should  he 
fail  of  success,  we  all  know  the  coDsequence;  the 
next  and  last  alternative  is  war;  to  this  we  all 


Peace  is  the  first  wish  of  olir  hearts;  it  is  the  soul 
of  OUT  GoveramenL  But  the  man  who  would 
not  prefer  war  to  oppression,  to  dishonor  and  ii^ 
famy,  is  not  an  American.  One  word  mere,  Mr. 
President,  and  I  have  done:  It  has  been  conceded 
that  a  unanimity  of  sentiment  and  vote  ie  desira- 
ble on  this  subject.  IF.  then,  gentlemen  are  in 
earnest  when  they  say  tnose  exceptionable  words 
mean  no  more  iban  what  is  contained  in  the  first 
resolution,  and  convey  no  special  instruction  to 


the  President,  can  they  not  ehanse  them  for  others 
lly  strong  as  to  the  principle,  and  that  will 
the  approbation  of  all?  Why  not  strike  them 


out,  and  in  lieu  of  them  request  the  President  to 
enter  into  arrangements  agreeable  to  or  in  con- 
formity to  the  first  resolutionl  Some  such  altera- 
tion as  this  would  certainly  retain  the  whole  idea 
avowed  by  the  advocates  of  the  present  tesotution, 
and  as  the  special  direction  and  restriction  would 
be  left  out,  It  would  meet  with  my  concurrences 
To  obiaio  some  such  alteration,  in  words  ^t  will 
be  agreeable  to  all,  is  the  object  I  have  in  voting 
for  the  coibmitment;  and  as  one  day  cannot  ma- 
terially  affect  us,  I  hope  we  will  be  indulged. 

Messrs.  J.  Q,dinot  Adams,  Samcel  Shitb, 
Picaaaitfe,  TiucT,  and  Maolat,  delivered  their 


The  motion  to  re-commit  the  resolution  for 
the  purpose  of  amending  it,  was  lost — yeas  16, 
nays  16. 


Messrs.  8.  Smith,  and  Wbite,  opposed  the 
motion,  which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  13,  nays 
16,  as  fallows : 

Tiis— Messrs.  Adair,  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Gmiltsnl, 
Howland,  Lo^n,  MacUy,  Moon,  Plnmer,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Sumter,  Tomer,  and  Worthington. 

Nais — Mewn.  Adsms,  Anderson,  Bsjsrd,  Gilmia, 
Hillhoiue,  Kitebel.  Mitchiil,  Pidtenng,  Smidi  of  Ma- 
inland, Bmith  of  Hew  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith 
of  TennMMc,  Thnislon,  Tracy,  White,  and  Wright. 

Mr.  TtiRDSTON  moved  to  postpone  the  resolu- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  previously  taking  up  and 
acting  upon  the  third,  which  prohibits  the  im- 
portation into  the  United  States  of  a  variety  of 
articles,  the  growth  produce,  or  maonfaetures  of 

Great  Britain,  after  the day  of next,  dd- 

less  equitable  arrangements  shall  be  made  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

This  motion  was  lost — yeas  13. 

Messrs.  IsBAEL  Shitb  and  Bsadlet  then  «po)te 
against  agreeing  to  the  resolution.    The  princi- 
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pal  gfronod  tskoo  by  them  wu  tbat  it  be»me  tbe 
Beaate  to  take  sirooger  grouod,  and  lo  adopt  vis- 
oroos  meaiuKS,  before  they  requeited  the  Ese- 
eatire  to  Teauine  negotiatioii. 

Mr.  TaACT  adrocaled  the  resolution.  He  did 
Dot  think  jktvAMima  exhausted.  He  ttkought  it 
hecame  the  Senaie  to  mike  one  fuiiher  attempt 
towatda  negotialiDK  our  difiereneeSjbefore  a  resort 
was  had  to  warlike  measure*.  The  President 
would  be  enabled  to  take  this  step,  by  tbe  Senate, 
who  were  a  branch  of  the  war-declating  power. 
expresdng  their  support  of  the  measures  he  baa 
taken,  ai  the  same  time  that  they  teqneited  a 
renewal  of  the  negotiation. 

Mr.  Moone  moved  lo  strike  out  the  words 
"and  insisl ;"  which  motion  prerailed. 

Mi.  Wohtbinoton  said  that,  so  modified,  he 
should  TOte  for  the  reiolucioD. 

Mr.  KiTCHEL  obterTed  that  he  was  sorrf  to  in- 
trude upon  the  patience  of  the  Senate  at  that 
late  hour;  but  the  oboervaiions  of  the  gen  ties)  an 
who  had  just  aat  down  induced  him  to  bee  their 
indulgence  for  a  few  moments.  ThegenUeman, 
in  the  course  of  his  observations,  seems  to  have 
made  two  propositions  as  the  ground  of  his  ob- 
jectionjviz:  loat  the  resolution  now  under  con- 
sidetaiion  contains  a  censure  apon  the  President, 
as  not  having  done  his  duty  in  negotiating;  and 
that  bypassing  it  we  are  going  to  sacriF—  •'■- 
*   ■  e  Ui  ■ 


honor  ai 


of  the  United  States  and  its 


prospect  of  obiaining  thai  justice 
are  entitled;  and  he  has  now  submiiled  the  mat- 
ter to  CoDgrenB  to  purstie  inch  measures  as  shall 
appear  to  tliem  prudent. 

And  what  are  we  about  to  do7  Sir.  we  have 
already  □□Hnimousty  passed  one  resoiation,  in 
which  we  say  that  ihecapture  and  condemnalionof 
the  vessels  and  cargoes  of  our  citizens  is  an  napro- 
Toked  violation  of  our  independence,  and  an  ag- 
giestion  upon  the  property  of  out  citizens.  And 
if  that  declaration  is  correct  what  are  we  to  do 
further?  Are  we,  upon  the  strength  of  that  dec- 
laration, to  sit  down  and  fold  our  hands  together, 
and  expect  Britain  to  do  us  justice,  or  are  we  lo 
declare  war?  Sir,  are  we  prepared  at  this  mo- 
ment to  declare  war?  Will  it  be  wise?  Will  it 
be  prudent,  wiihoat  one  effort  to  avoid  it,  with  all 
its  horrors  of  blood  and  destruction?  Are  the 
people  now  prepared  to  meet  it,  without  our  mak- 
ing one  more  attempt  to  negotiate?  Will  they 
say  wa  have  acted  wisely  1  I  believe  not.  Sir 
we  are  one  component  part  of  Congress,  who 
have  the  sole  power  of  declaring  war ;.  and  by 
this  resolution  we  are  going  to  say  to  Briiaio — 
not  by  ourselves,  for  we  are  not  by  the  Constitu- 
tion authorized  to  speak  to  foreigo  nations  in  this 
way;  but  we  are  about  to  request  the  President, 
in  oar  behalf,  and  in  out  name,  and  in  the  name 
of  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States  to  say  to 
Britain — yon  nave  injured  us  by  your  unprovoVed 
aggressions,  and  we  demand  satisfaction.  We 
can  bear  these  insnlta  no  Itwger ;  therefore,  make 


I,  Huu  uu   ua  JU^ 

_  ..._  -jIliBg  still  to  be 
friends.  Wherein  does  this  censure  the  President? 
He  has  pursued  negotiation  until  he  finds  it  no- 
availing.  We  now  ask  of  bim  to  make  one  list 
eflort  in  our  behalf,  before  we  appeal  to  the  last 
resort  of  war,  aod  I  trust  we  shall  arm  him  with 
power  that  will  give  energy  to  this  last  negotia- 
tion. And  wherein  are  we  going  to  sacrifice  the 
honor  of  the  United  Slates  or  the  interests  of  the 
citizens?  Does  it  sacrifice  our  honor  to  endeavor 
to  settle  our  differences  in  an  amicable  way, 
rather  than  to  By  to  armi  and  deluge  the  earlb 
with  blood  ?  Will  it  fix  a  stigma  upon  us  in  thft 
eyes  of  any  rational  men  or  nations?  I  belierb^ 
not.  And  how  are  we  going  to  sacrifice  the  ia> 
terests  of  our  citizens?  Do  we  do  it  by  demand- 
ing justice  for  them  of  Britain?  I  believe  that 
they  themselves  will  not  view  it  in  thai  lightr 
when  they  see  it  followed  by  the  third  resolution, 
which  I  hope  will  be  passed.  And  indeed  had  it 
not  have  been  for  the  expectations  of  thai  resolo- 
tion  being  carried  into  effect,  in  such  a  manner  as 
la  give  energy  to  this.  I  should  have  withheld  my 
vote  from  the  first.  But,  under  the  full  expecta- 
tion that  the  third  resolution  will  pass,  aod  as  I 
do  not  believe  it  contains  any  censure  npon  the 
President,  and  as  I  believe  it  will  do  honor  to  the 
United  States  and  will  have  a  tendency  to  secure 
reparation  lo  our  citizens,  I  shall  cheerfully  give 
il  my  vote. 

Mr.  Smith, of  Ohio — Mr.  President,  although  the 
resolution  on  your  table  caonot  impose  a  new  ob- 
ligation on  the  Chief  Magistrate  or  this  countnr 
in  its  present  form,  yet,  from  its  coincidence  witn 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  his  message  at  the  opening 
of  the  present  session — from  its  presumptive  in- 
fluence at  horne,  and  its  probable  effect  abroad,  I 
aminduced  to  believe  that  its  unanimous  adoption 
is  important. 

The  resolution  ought  not  to  be  construed  into 
an  improper  interference  with  Executive  preroga- 
tive, for  it  will  not  sustnin  that  interpretation.  It 
is  the  Constitutional  right  and  the  daily  practice  of 
the  Senate  to  ad  vise  theExecutive  to  adopt  specific 
measures^  as  well  as  to  call  for  information  on 
diplomatic  and  legislative  subjects.  What  is  the 
object  of  the  resolution  ?  It  is,  that  this  branch 
of  the  Legislature  shall  share  in  the  responsibility 
of  employing  means  to  execute  the  measure  pro- 
posed. This  is  magnanimous,  as  it  is  voluntary 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  for  in  adopliog  the  re- 
solution we  attach  a  high  degree  of  tesposibiliir 
to  ourselves  in  the  effects  to  be  produced. 

The  object  of  the  resblaiion  seems  to  be  further 
illustrated  on  two  grounds.  1.  "  That  the  Presi- 
dent demand  (he  restoration  of  the  property  of 
iheir  citizens,  captured  and  condemned  on  the 
pretext  of  its  being  emploved  in  a  trade  with  the 
enemies  of  Qreat  Britain,  prohibited  in  time  of 
peace;  end  upon  the  indemQiflcaiion  of  such 
American  ciiizens,  for  their  losses  and  damages 
sustained  by  these  captures  and  condemnations." 
What  is  there  in  ibis  part  of  the  resolution  so  ob- 
jectionable to  honorable  gentlemen?  Is  it  the 
restoration  of  the  captured  property  of  out  citi- 


DigitizcdbyGOOglC 


Ill 


mSTORT  OF  CONGKESB. 


112 


8  BR  ITS. 


British  Aggmtiofo. 


PlBBITABY,  1806. 


7ei)s1  No!  IsittbeiDdeiDoiGekiioDof  oorciti' 
aens,  for  their  lossei  and  damages  sasiaiDed  by 
ibe  captures  uf  vhieh  we  compTaiii  7  It  cannot 
be.  To  what  then  are  exoeptioDs  taken  1  Two 
hcDonble  gecttemeD  Iirtc  ^iren  the  answer. 
"  The  reEolutioi)  if  adopted  will  be  an  encroaeb- 
meiit  upon  the  EieeniiTe  branch  of  the  OoTern- 
neot."  Thi3  I  shall  deoy,  until  convinced  of  the 
impropriety  of  entering  into  aayrmolotion  which 
espresies  to  one  branch  of  the  CJoTernraeot  the 
views  and  desires  of  another.  The  freedom  of 
communicBtion  between  the  L^slatire  and  Ex- 
ecoiiTebTaoehei  of  theOoveTnmen{,isBanctioned 
by  the  law  and  usage  of  alt  naliona  that  are  free. 
The  reiolution  does  not  aasume  the  baldness  of  a 
mandate.bDttbedclicateforni  of  a  request.  Having 
obriated  tliis  objeclioD,  I  contend  that  ibe  seas  are 
the  bigh-TOad  of  ibe  world,  and  that  all  nations 
have  a  right  la  u*e  it.  That  we  ns  a  neutral  na- 
tion bare  a  right  to  trade  with  all,  who  are  free 
to  trade  with  us,  eieept  with  a  blockaded  port 
md  in  articles  contraband  of  war.  England  has 
impoaed  a  new  restriction  beyond  tbe  cases  of 
contrabacid  and  blockade.  In  her  courts  of  ad- 
miralty, she  has  tak«i  a  lawless  distinction  be- 
tween a  trade  in  wst  and  a  trade  in  peacej  and 
that  a  trade  not  permitted  in  peace  is  unlawful  in 
war.  I  pronotiDCfl  it  an  injurious  rei^lation  npon 
our  commerce,  and  which  1  trust  oilr  Government 
will  not  submit  to,  as  it  is  repugnant  to  the  law 
of  nations  and  a  gross  violation  of  neutral  rights. 
Of  ibis  new  and  odiotis  principle,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  has  justly  complained,  and  I 
■niih  the  Senate  to  unite  in  bearing  teslimony 
aeajnst  it ;  and  while  we  do  this,  let  us  resort  to 
the  means  of  remunerating  our  injured  citizens. 
They  have  been  robbed  and  plundered  on  the 
high  seas)  while  tailing  under  the  American  flag 
«id  engaged  in  a  lawful  trade.  I  feel  indignant 
at  this  outrage,  and  cannot  silently  and  deliber- 
«tely  see  oar  flag  insulted,  our  seamen  impressed, 
OUT  citizens  mined,  and  our  trade  destroyed.  Bui, 
it  bas  been  said,  if  we  adopt  the  reaoluiion  it  will 
restrict  tha  President  to  the  strong  attitude  of  de- 
manding the  restiiaiioQ  of  our  property  taken  by 
British  cruisers,  and  condemnations.  Be  it  so; 
be  will  not  surely  treat  with  them  but  on  the 
ground  of  reslilutioQ.  We  have  treated  England 
u  the  most  favored  nation,  in  all  oar  commercial 
and  diplomatic  regulations;  she  has  requited  ns 
with  tbe  imposition  of  insidioua  duties,  with  pre- 
datory SDoliaiions  at  sea,  and  illegal  condemna- 
tions on  land.  Our  nation  will  be  avenged,  and  the 
greatest  objection  which  I  feel  to  the  resolutions 
IS,  that  they  do  not  go  far  enough.  I  would  make 
R  provisional  decUralioQ  of  war,  to  be  carried 
into  effect  with  vigor,  not  only  against  England, 
but  against  Spain,  and  any  other  Power  who, 
under  circnm stances  so  aggravated,  refuse  to  re- 
dress our  wrongs.  Sir,  I  mnat  honestly  confess, 
thai  I  deprecate  ihe  flames  and  ravages  of  war, 
that  I  sliould  lament  tbe  necessity  of  involving 
the  nation  as  much  as  any  man ;  but,  sir,  I  wish 
it  avoided  on  honorable  terms ;  for  rather  than  see 
the  honor  and  the  rights  of  my  country  violated, 
I  would  wade  through  rire^s  oi  bloml  and  fight 


till  doomsday  in  their  defiBce.  Thasecond  ground 
of  illaslraeton  appears  in  tbe  Utter  part  of  tiM 
lesolution,  and  in  ths  following  words.  "To  euter 
into  such  arrangements  with  ttie  British  QotKO- 
meni,  on  this  aod  all  other  differeooes  subsisting 
between  the  two  nations,  (and  parueolurly  re- 
specting ibe  impressment  of  AmerjcMk  aeamm,) 
as  may  be  eeosistcnt  with  the  honor  and  inter 
ests  of  liie  United  States,  and  maaifcat  tlieir 
earnest  desire  to  obtain  for  ibenuelvn  and  ifaeir 


into  debate,  1  flattered  myaelf  that  the  Ben- 
ale  would  have  adopxd  it  tuanimously.  T^ 
object  of  the  resolution  is  so  vary  iaiportaat  that 
I  could  not  imagine  one  honorabw  member  of  Hat 
Beoaie  would  be  found  refusing  to  swRnrt  it. 

Sir,  permit  me  to  a^,  can  a  true  Ankericua  be 
indifferent  to  the  deprtdation*  committed  on  our 
neutral  rigfaTs,  aud  does  not  the  impreaament  of 
our  seamen  deserve  the  attentioa  ef  the  Senaitf 
Every  member  roust  avow  it,  in  what  ikeu  do 
we  differl  Merely  in  the  pbraseolof^y  of  the  reao- 
lution.  I  did  hope  for  unanimity  in  the  SeCBte, 
as  well  upon  tbeformas  tbesubsiaaeeof  this  reao- 
lution.  In  this,  however,  I  am  disappointed,  aad 
as  I  cannot  prevent  it,  I  will  sit  down  and  regret  it. 

Messrs.  LooAi4  and  PicKeRiNa  «pake  in  favor 
of  the  resoluiioD,  and  Mr.  leftAaL  Smitb,  againat 
it ;  when,  after  some  verbal  ameadmeais,  tbe  ques- 
tion was  taken  upon  it,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
resolution  carried — yeas  23,  Bays  7,  as  follows.- 

Yiis — MesBis.  Adani,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bayard, 
GaiQaid,  Oilman,  HilDwme,  Hnwland,  KitcM,  Logan, 
Msciay,  Mitt^ill,  Moara,  Pickering,  Smith  of  Mb*t- 
land,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Okio,  Smith  of 
ToimaMae,  Tiaev,  ToiMr,  While,  Wwthiiigtoa,  and 
Wright. 

N^ii — Musn.  Adaii,  Bradley,  Phunai,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Stone,  Sumtor,  and  TbniiloQ. 

So  it  was  AeaoiiMii,  That  tbe  Frendent  of  (he 
United'Slate*  be  requested  to  demand  tba  restor- 
ation of  the  property  of  their  ciiizeoscaputred  and 
condemned  on  the  pretext  of  its  being  employed 
in  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Qreat  Britain,  pro- 
hibited in  a  time  of  peace ;  and  tha  indeirmiSea- 
lion  of  such  American  Citizens,  for  their  losses 
and  damages  sustained  by  these  captures  and  eou- 
demnalions ;  and  to  enter  into  socb  arrangemeDts 
with  the  British  Government,  on  this  and  all 
other  diferenees  subsisting  between  tha  two  na- 
lions,(and  particularly  respecting  tbe  impressment 
of  American  seamen,)  as  may  be  consistent  with 
the  honor  and  interests  of  the  United  States,  aiKl 
manifest  their  earnest  desire  to  obtain  for  them- 
selves and  their  citizens,  by  ftmioable  aegoliation, 
that  justice  to  which  they  are  eotitted. 

Monday,  February  17. 
Mr.  Maclay,  from  the  committee  to  when 
was  referred,  on  the  14th  ineUnt,  the  bill,  entitled 
'^An  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Cooaress  to  an 
act  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvaaia,  entitled  <An  act 
to  empower  the  board  of  wardens  for  the  port  of 
Philadelphia  to  eolUct  a  certain  duty  oti  tonnage. 
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Tor  the  purpose  [herein  meDtioned,"  reported  the 
bill  irithont  Bmendment. 

Mr.  SuiTH,  of  Marjland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  W83  lererred,  on  the  S3d  of  January  last, 
the  bill  for  etassin^  the  mtlltis,  and  assigning  to 
each  class  its  particular  duties,  reported  the  bill 
with  BmeodmeDia ;  which  were  read,  aod  ordered 
to  lie  for  eonsideratioQ. 

The  bill,  entitied  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  the 
Oorernor,  Judges,  and  Sectetarv,  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,"  was  read  tbe  second  lime,  and  refer- 
red to  Messrs.  WoKTBtRGTON,  BALDWIN,  and 
Bradl>t,  Io  eoDsidei  aod  report  thereon. 

The  emeodments  reported  by  the  committee, 
on  the  12tb  instant,  to  tbe  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act 
relaliag  to  bonds  given  by  marshals,"  a«il,  after 
debate,  posipoaed. 

Mr.  HiLLBonarB  preseoted  the  meraoriil  of  the 
Chamber  of  Comraeree  of  the  city  of  New  Haven, 
in  tbe  Stateof  Connecticut,  representing  that  they 
"have  observed,  with  no  common  degree  of  sur- 
prise and  solicitude,  the  numeroDS  embarrassments 
which  the  navigalion  of  the  United  States  haih 
suffered  by  tbe  adoption  of  new  nrinciptes,  respect- 
ing neutral  nations,  in  the  Admiralty  Courts  of 
Great  Britain  ;"  and  praying  the  interposition  of 
Congress  in  the  prosecntion  of  such  measures  as 
mty  protect  tbe  commerce  and  defend  tbe  sea- 
coasts  of  the  United   States;  and  the  memorial 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  eth  of  January  last,  who  have  un- 
der coDstderatioB  the  memorial  of  the  merchants  of 
th«  city  of  New  York,  on  nnHloT  inbjeets,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  committee  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  extending  the  powers 
of  the  Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of  Lou- 
isiana, was  considered,  and.  after  debate,  postponed. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee aC  the  Whole,  the  amendment  reported  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in 
certain  cases,  to  State  judges  and  Btate  courts  j" 
and  having  agreed  thereto,  the  bill  was  amended 
accordioglv,  and  reported  to  tbe  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  pass  to  tbe  third  reading 
as  amended. 

Tbe  hill  relating  to  the  salaries  of  the  Judges 
of  IVew  Orleans  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
blank  in  ihe  first  section  thereof  having  been  filled 
with  the  words  "  two  thousand  Gve  hundred,"  and 
the  hlant  in  the  second  section  niih  the  words 
"Eve  hnndred,"  and  the  bill  further  amended, 

Retolved,  That  this  bill  do  pass,  that  it  be  en- 
grossed, and  that  tbe  title  thereof  be,  ''An  act 
relating  to  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  of  New  Or- 
leans." 

The  Senate  took  into  eoasid era tion  the  ajoeod- 
menti  reported  to  the  bill  to  suspeBd  ihecomtoer' 
cial  inlercoiirM  between  tbe  United  States  and 
■he  Frenelt  iaUDd  of  St.  Dcraiitgo ;  and,  after  de> 
bate,  adjourDed. 

TumntT,  Fdiruary  18. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction. 

in  certaiu  cases,  to  State  judges  and  Stale  courts," 


was  read  the  third  time  as  ancDded;  and  having 
been  further  amended, 

Raolved,  That  this  bill  do  pass  as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represen  la  lives 
informed  the  Senate  that  (he  House  have  passed 
a  hillj  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  town  of  Jer- 
sey_,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of 
delivery,  end  for  erecting  a  light-house  on  Wood 
hiand,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  the  Stale  of  Massa- 
chusetts ;"  in  which  they  desire  tbe  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  secoikj 

TRADE  WITH  8T.  DOMMOO. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  and  (he 
consideration  of  the  amendmevts  reported  to  the 
bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  French  island  of 
St.  Domingo;  and  ib«  report  was  in  port  adopted; 
and  oD  moUon,  to  agree  to  the  amendment  report- 
ed by  thecomnittee,  asaseeoiidMeclioD,«iieBde4 
BE  follows : 

8b«.  a.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted,  Tbst,  after  due 
mliceof  thii  act,  at  the  mtbtbI  cnstom-houMB,  no  ship 
or  T«uel  whatever  ihUi  recetre  a  deirsnce  for  any 
port  or  place  witbin  thi  island  of  Be.  UoininKO,  and  not 
in  the  actual  poaesdon  of  France,  nor  AM  my  cleai^ 
■nee  liB  granted  foi  n  Ibrei^  voyage  to  any  ship  orve*- 
mI  owned,  hired,  or  emptoyed,  nbolty,  or  in  part,  by 
any  person  or  penODs  reaidrnt  within  the  United  8tnte«, 
nntil  the  owner,  or  die  employer  for  the  Toyage,  or  hii 
ftetor  or  ag^ent,  with  the  master,  riiall  give  bond  to  the 
,  United  flutes,  in  a  inm  equal  to  the  value  of  the  ves- 
.  eel  and  of  her  cargo,  with  condition  that  the  ship  or 
vessel,  far  which  a  clearance  shall  be  required,  is  dea- 
fined  to  M>Bie  port  or  place  withont  the  hmits  of  anrb 
part  of  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  as  shall  not  be  in 
tbe  actual  poasesaion,  and  under  the  acknowledged 
Oaventmenl  of  France ;  snd,  during  die  intended  voy- 
age, shall  not  be  volnntaiily  earned,  or  permitted  to  pi»i 
ceed,  whe^er  directly,  or  from  any  intemiediste  port 
or  place,  to  any  port  or  place  wi^n  mch  part  of  die 
island  of  Bt  Doningo,  as  allBlI  not  be  in  the  aetnal 
possession,  and  under  the  acknofc1edg«d  Government  - 
of  France;  and  in  caee  oF  being  fbrcad  by  any  caanait; 
iltta  any  port  or  place  hereby  interdicted,  shall  not,  at 
any  such  port  or  place,  volnnlarily  bcII,  deliver,  or  unlade 
any  part  of  aach  cat^o,  except  so  much  t»  may  lie  ab- 
■olntely  nvoMaary  to  detiay  the  expeiwea  reqaiaita  to 
enabla  aueh  veswl  to  pRtcoad  on  ber  intended  voyage  ; 
and,  gaiMially, 'that  aneh  ship  or  veeatl,  whilst  on  sadi 
voyage,  aball  not  be  earployed  in  any  traflle  or  eom- 
Bwrca  with,  ta  bx,  ai»  pcrwm  naident  within  any  pari 
of  the  ialaad  of  St.  Domingo,  not  in  tbs  actual  poa- 
sesaiea,  aad  aaider  die  acknowledged  Govinunent  of 


Tiis — Messrs.  Adair,  Baldwin,  Gondii,  Fenner, 
Gaillard,  Gilman,  Howland,  Eiccbel,  Logan,  Maday, 
Moore,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tenneasee,  Sum- 
ter, Turner,  and  Warthingion. 

n^rs — Messrs.  Adamt,  AndeiBon,  Bayard,  Bradley, 
Hilihonae,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Pliuuer,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land.  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Vermoal,  Tracy,  White, 
and  Wright. 

Od  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 
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Wedhesimt,  February  IS. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PREOIDBNT  OP  THE  UNITED  STiTESI 

To  Ikt  Senale  and  Haute  of 

Kepramlativtt  of  the  Vniltd  Stala  ■ 
In  punuance  of  ■  in«uura  piopoied  to  Consren,  b; 
•  M«(H««  of  JBiinu7  IBtfa,  1603,  and  niicUoiied  bj 
tbeii  ■ppioliBtioD,  for  c«rT7iiig  it  into  oiceution,  Cap- 
(ain  Meriwether  LewU,  of  the  finl  Tsgiment  of  infajitty, 
wu  appointed,  widi  a  partj  of  men,  to  explore  the  river 
Miwouri  from  ita  mouth  to  ita  aource,  and  croinng  the 
high  landa  by  the  aborteit  portage,  to  seek  Ihe  beat  water 
eommunication  thence  to  the  Fai^c  Ocean  ;  and  Lieii- 
tenantClarkewaaappoiDtedaecondincommand.  Thej 
were  to  enter  into  conference  with  the  Indian  Dationa 
on  their  ronte,  with  aview  to  the  eatabliahment  of  com- 
merce with  them.  They  entered  the  Miaiouri,  Ma;  14, 
1804,  and  on  the  Id  of  November,  look  up  their  win- 
ter qoarters  near  the  Mandan  towni,  aixlMn  handted 
and  nine  mile*  aboie  the  mouth  of  the  ttver,  ui  lalilode 
470  21'  47^  north,  and  longitude  W  W-  iS'  weBt,from 
Greenwich.  On  the  8th  of  April  IBOfi,  they  proceeded 
up  the  river  in  purauance  of  the  objecta  preacribed  to 
tham.  A  latter  of  the  preceding  atj,  April  7,  from 
Captain  Lewii,  U  herewith  communicatsd.  During 
hia  stay  among  the  Mandana,  he  has  been  able  to  Uy 
down  the  Miawnri,  according  to  counea  aod  diatancea 
taken  on  hia  puaaga  up  it,  correet«d  b;  frequent  obaer- 
vationa  of  longitude  and  latitude,  and  to  add  to  the 
•«taal  aurvey  of  thia  portion  artbeiiTer.agenaralmip 
of  the  country  between  the  Miwiaaippi  and  Pacific, 
bom  the  34tb  to  the  Mth  degrees  of  latitude.  These 
additioDB  are  from  information  collected  from  Indiana, 
with  whom  be  had  oppartnoitiei  of  commanicating 
during  hia  journey,  and  leaidooce  with  them.  Coptea 
of  thia  maf  are  iwn  preaenled  to  both  Houiea  of  Con- 
greai.  With  these,  I  communicate,  alao,  ■  alatiBtical 
view,  procured  and  forwarded  by  him,  of  the  Indian 
nation)  inhabiting  the  Territory  of  Louiaiana  and  the 
CDunltiea  adjacent  to  ita  northern  and  wealem  bordera, 
and  of  other  iDlereating  carcumatancea  reapecting  them. 


Miaaisaippi,  I  add  Dr.  Sibley'a . 
in,  and  adjacent  to,  the  Terrili 


ntofth 


d  adjacent  to,  the  Territory  of  Orliiaui. 

1  commnnicate,  alao,  from  the  aame  peraon,  an  ac- 
count of  the  Red  river,  according  10  the  beat  informa- 
tion ha  bai  been  able  to  coUoct. 

Having  been  disappointed,  after  eonaiderable  prepa- 
lation,  in  the  porpoae  Of  aending  an  exploring  puty 
up  that  liver  in  the  aummer  of  1804,  it  waa  thought 
beat  to  employ  the  autumn  of  that  year  in  procaring  a 
knowledge  of  an  intereating  branch  of  the  nver  called 
the  Waahita.  Thia  waa  undertaken  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Dunbar,  of  NaUhei,  a  dtisen  of  diatin- 
guiahed  adence,  who  had  aideil,  and  oontinnea  to  aid 
na,  with  hia  diatntereated  and  valuable  servicea.  in  the 
proaecution  of  these  enterpriaea.  He  ascended  the  river 
to  the  remarkable  bol-ipringg  near  it,  in  latitude  34°  31' 
4. 16',  longitude  93°  SO"  46'  weat,  from  Greenwich,  taking 
Ita  conraea  and  diatancee,  and  correcting  them  by  fre- 
quent eeleatia!  observgtiona.  EiUacIa  from  bii  obser- 
vationa,  and  copies  of  hia  map  of  the  river,  from  itg 
mouth  to  the  hol-amings,  make  part  of  the  preaenl 
eommnnieations.  The  examination  of  the  Red  river 
Itself,  is  but  now  commencing. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

FrBBKiBi  19,  1806. 


were  read,  and  ordereij  to  lie  for  eoDsideratioD. 

The  bitl,  entitled  "An  act  dedariog  the  town 
of  Jeraey,  in  ibe  Slale  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  b  port 
of  delivery,  and  for  eieciing  a.  light-house  on 
Wood.  Island,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  the  Slate  of 
Massachuaetts  ;"  was  read  the  second  lime,  >s  in 
Comraiuee  of  the  Whole. 

Ordatd,  Thatit bareferredloMessra.KiTCHBL, 
AnAHS,  and  Condit,  to  consider  and  report  upon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  asin  the  Committee  01  the 
Whole,  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
'  '  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 


;t  declar 


X£ 


riDgt 
the  Stateof  Pennsylvania,  entitled  'Ad 
power  [he  Board  of  Wardens  for  the  pott  of  Phil- 
adeiphia  to  collect  a  certain  duty  on  tonnage,  for 
the  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  and  haTing  ro- 
ported  it  to  the  House  withoal  amendment,  it  wu 
ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

A  messase  froiD  the  House  of  RepresenUliret 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Honse  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Trustee! 
of  ihe  Presbyterian  Congregation  of  Georgetown," 
in  which  bill  they  desire  tne  concutrenee  of  the 
Senale. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  10  suspend  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  the  French  island  of  St. 
Domingo:  and,  on  motion,  it  waa  agreed  to  add 
two  new  sections  thereto. 

On  motion,  by  one  of  the  majority,  to  reconsid- 
er the  second  settion  adopted  yesterdaj 
In  the  negative — yeas  14,  nays  17, 

Yiia — Meaera.  Adams,  Anderson.  B»aid,  Bradley, 
Oilman,  Hillhouse,  Mitchill,  Pidteting,  Plumer,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Smith  ofOhio,  Ttaey,  While,  and  Wright. 

Nais— HesBs.  Adaii,  Baldwin,  Cmdit,  Fenner. 
Gaillard,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Haday,  Mowe, 
Smith  of  New  fork,  SmilhofTenneaaae,  Stone,  Sum- 
ter, ThruBlon,  Turner,  and  Winthingtan. 

THURaDAr,  February  SO. 

The  following  motion  was  sabmilted  for  con- 
sideratioo : 

Raobaid,  That  a  committee  be  appoiikted  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  praaent  to  him 
the  two  resolutions  passed  on  the  I3th  and  14th  instant 
Febmaiy. 

Mr.  Adaus^  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  pnT- 
ileges  and  immunities  enjoyed  by  foreign  Minis- 
ters within  the  United  States,  reported  the  same, 
with  the  following  amendment: 

Sic.  4.  And  ht  it  fuiiher  enacted,  Thatwhenevn 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall,  under  the  au- 
thority of  (he  IswB  of  natrons  and  of  this  set,  send  any 
iign  Ambassador,  Minister,or  other  person  as  afore- 
1,  to  oBending,  home  to  his  Sovereign,  he  shall  iasus 
warrant  to  any  officer,  civil  or  military,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  commending  him  to  pro- 
vide for  the  departure  of  the  said  Ambaasador,  Miniater, 

other  peraon  as  aforesaid,  so  offending  :  taking  dne 
precantiona  to  avoid  all  improper  or  unneeeHary  vio- 
lence in  execntiagaaid  warrant.  And  all  offioara,  civil 
and  military,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
ale  required  to  be  obedient  to  such  warrant. 
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Trade  vilh  at.  Domingv. 


Sbiiatb. 


Tbe  bill  brought  up  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentstives  for  concurreQce.  enlitled  "An  act  to  \a- 
corporaie  the  Trustees  of  the  Presbrterian  Con- 
g-reeatioD  of  Georgetown,"  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading'. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  id  ComiDiiiee  of  the 
WThole,  the  bill,eiiiiiied  "Anact  rela  ting  to  bonds 
given  by  Marshals."  and  the  amendment  of  tbe 
special  committee  Dating  been  disasreed  to,  the 
bill  was  reported  lo  the  House  witEoni  ameod- 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  (o  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  coosideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee'of  tbe  Whole,  the  atnendments  reported  to 
the  bill  for  classing  the  militia,  and  assigning  to 
each  class  its  particular  duties,  and  agreed  thereto ; 
and  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

TKADE  WITH  BT.  DOHINOO. 

The  Senate  tesntned  the  third  reading  of  the 

bill  to  suspend  the  commerei  alio  terco  arse  between 

the  United  Stales  and  the  Fieoch  island  of  St. 

Domineo. 

Mr.  Whitb.— Mr.  President,  the  Senate  have, 
I  beliere,  decided  that  this  question  shall  be  taken 
by  the  yeas  and  nays,  oiherwise  I  will  hereafter 
iDake  to  you  that  motion,  in  order  to  place  upon 
the  jourosls  my  vote  B|aiast  a  bill,  which,  in- 
Btead  of  going  to  inhibit,  according  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Won- 
TBINOTON,)  a  disgraceful  commerce,  will  itself, 
if  passed  under  present  circumstances,  as  I  con- 
ceive, be  ■  disgrace  to  this  GovernmeuE.  We 
have  sincerely  to  re^t  that  the  inrormation  we 
sought  on  this  occasion,  and  considered  so  neces- 
sar)^  to  the  dincussion  of  the  sabiect,  has  been 
denied  us;  and  that  denial,  I  will  confess,  was 
the  leas  expected,  and  the  less  welcome,  it  being 
well  understood  that  the  light  we  wished  was 
entirely  within  the  power  of  the  Executive  to  im- 
^Tt,  it  we  had  only  been  permitted  lo  ask  for  it. 
The  reasoDs  that  may  have  induced  gentlemen  to 
negative  a  request  apparently  so  just,  and  gener- 
ally granted  almost  as  a  matter  of  course,  1  pre- 
sume not  to  eonjectnre.  They  had  no  doubt 
BtrODj  ones,  but  were  not  so  obliging  as  to  com- 
muDtcate  them  to  us.  I  wish  not,  however,  to  be 
understood  as  making  this  a  subject  of  eomplaintj 
it  woald  be  idle  to  do  so.  1  know  that  power  does 
usually  not  only  what  it  wills,  but  mostly  what  it 
can;  and  the  minority  here,  on  any  subject,  in- 
stead of  expecting  favors,  may  thina  themselves 
well  off  if  permitted  to  retain  and  to  exercise  the 
rights  guarantied  to  them  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  country,  and  entrenched  behind  the  rules  of 
tbe  Senate.  If,  therefore,  on  this  occasion,  gen- 
tlemen have  nothing  to  accuse  ibemselves  with, 
on  the  score  of  a  want  of  liberality,  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  charge  them  with  injustice.  It  will 
be  recollected  that  the  bill,  as  originally  intro- 
duced on  this  subject  by  the  gentleman  from 
Penasylvani*,  (Mr.  Lohak,)  w»»  variant  in  every 
shape  and  feature  from  that  now  before  us.  Tbe 
first  hill  I  considered  altogether  impotent,  and  had 
little  or  DO  concern  as  to  its  fate;  bat  that  now 
under  consideration,  as  pieaenied  by  the  commit- 


tee, is  of  a  very  different  complexion,  and  goea 
the  full  length  of  interdicting  all  commerce  be- 
tween this  country  and  the  island  of  St.  Domingo. 
Neither  in  justice  nor  in  wisdom,  sir,  is  it  the 
duty  or  the  interest  of  this  Government  to  adopt 
the  present  measnre.  I  do  not,  as  some  other 
geotlemeu  have  prolested,  consider  it  a  measure 
of  policy,  nor  will  I  call  it  a  measure  of  fear;  bat 
it  certainly  savors  of  the  most  timid  prudence  I 
have  erei  seen  operating  in  this  body,  little  cal- 
culated to  acquire  us  honor  abroad,  or  to  prolonf 
our  peace  at  home ;  and  if  gentlemen  have  reallf 
persuaded  ihemselvea  that  the  decision  we  are 
about  to  make  involves  merely  a  question  of  pol- 
icy, in  my  humble  opinion  they  most  egregiooalf 
mistake.  No  such  construction  will  be  given  to 
it;  none  such,  give  me  leave  to  aay,  is  it  entitled 
to  bear.  The  surrender  of  this  commerce  haa 
never  been  asked  of  us  as  a  temporary  sacrifice  to 
the  convenience  and  aeoommodation  of  France; 
but  has  been  demanded  of  us,  in  tbe  most  insult- 
ing and  peremptory  style,  as  a  matter  of  right; 
and  passing  this  bill,  under  present  circunutancet, 
will  be  an  acknowledgment  of  the  right  in  Ftauee 
to  interdict  as  this  trade.  It  will  be  a  direct 
abandonment  of  all  right  to  it  on  our  part,  and 
establishing  a  precedent  against  ourselves,  that 
will  be  hiuden  obligatory  upon  us  in  all  future 
cases  of  the  same  kind.  In  this  aspect  the  sub- 
ject must  develope  itself  to  every  gentleman  aa 
one  of  the  utmost  magnitude  to  the  United  States. 
If  our  commerce  with  Su  Dotningo  was  worth 
Qoihing,  I  would  e<{ually  resist  the  present  meaa- 
nre;  it  is  the  principte  I  object  to.  I  object,  and 
will  forever  object,  to  the  solemn  recognition  oa 
the  part  of  this  Government,  of  a  right  in  foreiga 
Powen  that  may,  and  hereafter  will  b«  exer- 
cised, if  now  admitted,  to  the  injury  of  the  Amer- 
ican commerce,  and  of  the  American  character. 


the  colonial  establishments  of  tbe  European  nar 
tions  around  us,  they  cannot  but  be  convinced, 
that  cases  similar  to  this  must  oflen  happen. 
The  sooner  we  take  our  ground,  therefore,  the 
better;  the  less  difficulty  we  Khali  tiKTe  hereafter; 
and  surely  a  more  suitable  opportunity  than  the 

firetent  can  never  be  expected  to  occur ;  especial- 
y,  sir,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  most  uncourtly, 
indignant,  and  domineering  manner,  by  which 
Fiance  has  attempted  to  bully  and  terrify  ns  into 
this  measure  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia— and  the  gentleman  himself,  yesterday,  un- 
masked the  blLl.  In  his  great  zeal  he  told  us  that 
we  had  already  tampered  loo  long  on  the  subject; 
that  France  had  now  demanded  the  measure  m 
ua,  and  its  adoption  had  beeome  a  matter  of  n» 
eeesity  on  our  part.  Degrading  ideal  Where 
then  has  gone  our  national  honor  and  our  boasted 
independencel  What  was  this  but  to  tell  us,  that 
such  is  now  our  humbled  state,  when  Franca 
commands  we  have  no  alternative  but  obedience; 
and  that  even  to  deliberate  is  dangerous?  fHere 
Mr.  Loa*n  observed  that  he  did  not  recollect  hav- 
ing used  the  word  "demanded ;"  to  which  another 
gentleman  auswered,  he  eetlainly  had.]    I  had 
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TVade  vnih  SI.  Ihtmngo. 
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expected,  Mr.  President,  a*  aiust  ban  been  the 
ith  ererj  othet  geatleman,  ibai  tb«  honor- 


Bble 


(Mr.  L.,)  when  he 


anbmilted  to  the  Senate  a  propogilion  of  Miefa  ii 
finite  impoTtaDoe,  would  AaTC  anigaed  at  leaat 
some  plausible  reasoni  for  doiof  id  ;  but  we  are 
now  as  much  in  the  dark  as  wheo  oar  attention 
was  first  called  to  the  sabjeeL  The  e:enllenian 
wn  indeed  pleased  la  refresh  oar  memoriee  by 
reading  to  as  some  old  doeumeats  chat  were  pre- 
•anted  lo  CoDKiess  at  their  last  sewion.  which 
were  then  acteo  apon,  and  would  pcrbapi  never 
have  been  ibouKht  of  a^in,  but  for  his  kindaen 
and  research.  Not  a  single  armament,  howevef, 
has  been  adduced  in  support  of  the  bill,  that  has 
not,  for  moie  than  a  year  past,  been  losing  what 
little  force  it  might  originally  hsve  contained; 
sad,  most  unfiortuaatelf  for  the  mover,  the  very 
document  vpon  which  he  principally  relies,  and 
to  whteh  he  has  so  often  referred  as,  furnishes  the 
atroDsesi  argament  against  him— I  mean  the  Pres- 
ideBt's  Messaoe  to  the  last  Congress.  That  the 
President  shomd  have  ihot^Ul  it  necessary  to  call 
die  attention  of  Congress  to  this  subject,  at  their 
last  session,  and  not  at  their  present,  as  is  the  fact, 
■hows  most  disiincilr  his  opinion,  that  whatever 
leasons  required  at  that  time  Gongressional  in- 
lerfereace,  have  since  ceased  to  exist. 

I  will  here  cursorily  premise,  that  I  must  be 
excused  in  passing  over,  without  ob«ervaiion,  the 
Communications  that  have  been  recently  made 
on  this  subject  by  the  French  Minister  to  our 
Qovernnteat,  aitd  by  Mr.  Talleyrand  lo  General 
Arrastrong.  Tbey  are  of  a  kind  not  to  admit  of 
comments,  without  provoking  sueh  aniuudvar- 
sion)  as  the  raspeet  due  to  the  exalted  stations 
those  gentlemen  fill,  and  to  the  Government  they 
neptesent,  will  sot  permit  me  to  indulge  myself  in 
for  a  moment.  One  thing,  however,  I  will  Eay:— 
that  whatever  tafinence  their  ibreata  and  invec- 
tives may  acquira  certainly  their  arguments  are 
entitled  to  none ;  for  they  have  not  condescended 
to  use  a  single  one ;  but  have  taken  as  graated 
the  very  points  in  dispute,  viz :  that  the  blacks  of 
St  Domingo  are  (he  slaves  of  the  French,  and 
now  in  sQCQ  a  state  of  revolt  that  no  nation  has  a 
light  to  trade  with  them.  To  these  points  I  will 
freseully  give  some  attention,  af^er  a  few  obssr- 
vuions  on  the  subject  of  our  Wast  India  com- 
merce, generally,  as  connected  with  this  question. 
It  is  well  known,  sir.  that  a  eoosiderable  portion 
of  the  commeroe,  which  of  late  years  has  so  ra- 
pidly enriched  onr  citizens,  and  advanced,  beyond 
the  most  saneuine  calculations,  oar  national 
wealth  and  political  consequeoee,  has  consisted 
in  the  increased  intercourse  with  the  West  India 
islands;  and  this  has  arisen  chiefiy  from  our  neu- 
tral and  aeighboring  situation  lon-ard  those  isl- 
ands; from  the  unrestrained  and  enterprising 
apirit  of  oor  merchants,  and  from  a  combination 
M  circumstances  that  have  been  sutGcieot  to  in- 
volve, and  eonlinne  in  war  for  a  number  of  years, 
the  most  eomiaereial  Powers  of  Europe.  So  ex- 
tensive and  valuable  has  our  trade  become  in  the 
West  Indian  seas,  that  it  has  excited,  and  is  daily 
iaereasing  the  jealousies  of  other  nations)  aud, 


eertainly,  in  tha  same  gradation,  at  least,  should 
increase  oat  disposition  to  protect  and  to  foster  iL 


But  what,  let  me  ssk,  must  be  the  iuevitable  op- 
eration of  ilie  measure  now  before  as  t  To  pros- 
trate completely,  at  a  single  blow,  the  most  valua- 
Ue  part  of  it  remainiag,  and  to  jeopardize  the 
whole.  As  if  not  content  with  the  branches  that 
have  been  lopped  off  by  the  Briiisb,  the  French, 
andthe  Spaniards,  the  genilemsn  from  Peuosylv»- 
oia  will  himself  now  lay  the  axe  to  the  root  of  the 
tree ;  and  this,  too,  at  a  moment  when  our  com- 
merce is  appraaehing  the  most  crippled  and  mia- 
ous condition;  when  the  principal  commercial 
nations  of  Europe  are  exerting  every  efibri  short 
of  actual  war  (o  crush  it ;  when  your  table  is 
loaded  with  the  memoriab  of.  your  citizens,  com- 
plaining of  the  injustice,  and  violence  to  which 
they  are  subjected  in  everv  part  of  the  world,  and 
praying  the  protection  of  their  Qoverument;  when 
[he  President  of  the  United  States  is  commiini- 
cating  to  us  message  after  message  upon  thu  very 
subject;  when  almost  every  mail  that  arrives 
brings  to  us  the  unwelcome  intelligence  of  some 
additional  outrages  upon  the  oersone  and  the 
property  of  our  countrymen ;  and  scarcely  a  wind 
from  any  qiurter  of  the  globe  but  swells  the  cat- 
alogue of  their  grievances. 

Our  local  situation,  Mr.  President,  sires  to  as 
advantages  in  the  commerce  of  the  West  Indies 
over  all  the  nations  of  the  world;  and  it  is  not 
only  the  right  and  the  interesL  but  ii  is  the  duty 
of  this  Government,  by  every  fair  and  honorable 
means,  to  protect  and  encourage  our  citizens  in 
the  exercise  of  those  advaotages.  If,  in  oihev  le- 
speolB,.  we  pursue  a  wise  policy,  end  remain  ab- 
stracted from  the  eoovulsioas  of  Europe,  that  for 
many  years  to  come  are  not  likely  to  neve  much 
interval ;  enjoying,  as  we  shall,  all  the  advaatsgei 
of  peace-wages,  peace -freight,  peace- insurance, 
and  the  other  peace  privileges  of  neutral  traders, 
we  must  nearly  acquire  a  monopoly  of  this  com- 
merce. We  can  make  ueiially  a  treble  voyage; 
that  is,  from  this  continent  to  the  West  Indies, 
thence  to  Europe,  and  back  (o  America  again,  in 
the  time  that  the  European  vessels  are  engaged 
in  one  Westlndia  voyage.  This  circumstance  of 
itself,  properly  improved,  at  a  period  perhaps  not 
very  remote,  whenever  others  of  those  inlands 
'  may  be  released  from,  or  refuse  longer  submission 
to  their  present  colonial  restrictions  upon  com- 
merce, will  enable  us  to  rival  even  the  British 
in  transporting  to  the  markets  of  Europe  the  very 
valuable  pioductioni  of  the  West  Indies,  such  as 
sugar,  molasses,  coffee,  spirits^  &a.  Again,  sir,  I 
state  nothing  new  when  I  say  that  the  produce 
of  this  country  is  eweniial  lo  the  West  India  isl- 
ands, and  the  facility  with  which  we  can  conver 
it  to  them,  must  at  all  times  enable  as  to  furnish 
(hem  much  cheaper  than  they  can  be  furnished 
by  any  other  people.  It  requires  not  indeed  the 
spirit  of  prophecy  to  foretell,  that  the  time  must 
coBM  when  the  very  convenieat  and  commandite 
situation  we  ocaypy,  in  every  point  of  view,  rela- 
tive to  the  most  valuable  of  those  ishnds,  will 
place  in  our  bands  the  entire  control  of  their 
trade;  that  i%  if  we  pursue  a  wise  and  politic 
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system  of  meiaures  io  relation  [a  tbem  ;  feolding 
fast  upon  all  the  great  adTaaiaget  DBture  has 
Siven  as,  and  promptly  BTailiag  onnelrn  of  snch 
others  as  circumstances  may  ihroir  in  our  way. 
As  a  source  of  public  reyenue;  aaa  meant  of  io- 
creasing  cur  oaliooal  capital;  and,  though  East, 
not  least,  as  a  nursery  for  ont  seamen,  [be  import- 
ance of  tbis  commerce  to  the  United  B  lates,  is  in- 
calculable,  Bud  should  besnarded  with  a  jealous 
eye ;  we  sbould  never  su&i  our  rightful  partici- 

EaiioD  in  it  to  be  diminished  by  others,  much  less 
ave  the  folly  to  diminish  it  ourselves.  ThoH 
islands  are  situated  ia  our  very  neighborhood,  and 
btit  for  the  arbitrary  colonial  restriction*  upon 
commerce,  to  which  they  are  now  Htbjeci,  no 
other  nation  could  bold  a  snceenrnl  competition 
-with  us  in  ibetr  markets,  unless  tome  such  ill- 
judged,  baleful,  anti-eommercial  measure,  as  has 
now  fallen  to  the  genius  of  the  gentleman  from 
PennBylTBoia  to  contrive,  should  enable  them  to 

t  will  now,  sir,  notice  (he  relative  hostile  situa- 
tions of  France  and  St.  Domingo,  and  ace  how 
far  gentlemen  are  borne  out  in  their  positions — 
that  the  people  of  St.  Domingo  can  be  consid- 
ered only  as  revolted  slaves,  or.  at  best,  as  French 
subjects  now  in  a  state  of  rebellion;  that  they  are 
sationallf  in  ns  respect  separated  from  France; 
that  to  trade  with  tbem  is  a  violation  of  the  laws 
of  nations,  and  that  we  have  no  richt  to  do  so. 
This,  so  far  as  I  could  understand  them,  forms  a 
summary  of  the  points  that  have  been  urged  in 
support  of  the  present  meBsure,  and  in  opposition 
to  the  trade;  each  of  which  deserves  some  atten- 
tion. If  I  am  wrong  in  these  points,  the  friends 
of  the  bill  will  please  now  to  correct  me ;  and  I 
hope  gentletaen  will  become  eonvioced  during 
the  discussion,  that  ihe  case  which  so  many  of 
them  have  slated,  of  any  foreign  Power  snecoring 
and  proteriing  the  revolted  nlaves  of  the  Southern 
States,  is  not  the  jwrallel  of  that  before  us.  As 
to  ibe  first  point,  it  is  to  be  recolleeted.  that  tone 
years  past,  to  qaote  from  high  authority,  "  daring 
the  agonizing  spasms  of  infuriated  man,  seeking 
throagh  blood  and  slaughter  his  lontr  lost  liber- 
ties," when  our  enlightened  sister  Republic  of 
France  was,  in  her  abundant  kindaess,  forcing 
liberty  upon  all  the  world,  and  propagating  the 
rigbts  of  man  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  is  one 
of  her  paroxysms  of  philanlhropy,  she  proclaimed, 
by  a  solemn  decrea  of  her  Convention,  the  blem- 
ings  of  liberty  and  eqaality  to  the  blacks  of  St. 
Domingo  too;  invited  them  to  the  fraternal  em- 
brace, and  to  the  honors  of  a  Conventional  sitting. 
The  wisdom  or  the  policy  of  tbis  proceeding,  it  ib 
not  my  business  to  inquire  into,  but  it  certaialy 
affords  some  excuse,  if  any  be  necessary,  for  the 
subsequent  conduct  of  those  unfortunate  people. 
The  decree  abolishing  foreverslavery  in  the  West 
Indies,  (French,)  and  extending  all  (he  blessings 
of  citizenship  and  equality  to  every  hnman  crea- 
ture, of  whatever  grade  or  color,  then  under  (he 
Government  of  France,  passed  the  Convention  in 
February,  seventeen  hundred  andniaety-four.  The 
existence  of  such  a  paper  1  did  not  expect  wonid 
Invc  been  doubted  hen  till  the  ^Dtlemu  from 


New  Jmtej  (Mr.  KiTcan,)  actaaliy  denied  iL 
In  the  Dew  Annual  Register,  of  ninety-four,  is  th« 
roUowing  account  of  it,  page  347 :  '*  La  Cteix  rose 
'  to  move  the  entire  abolition  of  slavery  in  iha 
'  dominions  of  France.  The  National  Cooven- 
'  tioQ  rose  spontsneousl^  to  decree  the  proposition 
'  of  La  Croix.  On  motion  of  Dantoo,  on  the  5th, 
'  the  Convention  resolved  to  refer  to  Ihe  Commil- 

<  tee  of  Public  Safety  the  decree  of  eroancipatioa, 
'  in  order  that  they  might  provide  the  most  effect- 
'  ual  and  safest  means  of  carrying  it  into  effect." 
But  here  is  the  decree  itself  as  lakes  from  the 
Gentleman's  Magazine,  and  furnished  to  me  by  a 
friend:  '-National  Convention,  1794,  February 
'  1th.  The  National  Convention  decrees  that 
'  sJaTcry  is  abolished  in  all  the  French  eolouiea^ 
'  It  decrees  io  eoaseqticnee  that  all  the  inhabitants 
'  of  the  French  colonies,  of  whateyer  color,  are 
'  French  ciiixens,  and  from  this  day  forward  shall 
'  enjoy  those  righto  which  are  secured  to  them  by 
'  the  declaration  of  rights,  and  by  the  Coasiitw- 
'  tion."  And  Ibis  same  principle  the  Conventira 
frequently  recognised,  by  receiving  at  their  bar, 
in  the  most  compltmeniary  manner,  various  dep- 
uiaiions  of  blacks  from  the  West  Indies,  thanking 
them  for  the  boon  conferred  upon  ihem.  One  of 
these  instanees,  among  many  others,  I  will  euV 
mit,  as  a  curiosity  in  legislative  proceedings,  to 
the  Senate:  "National  Convention.  Order  of 
'  the  day.  A  band  of  blacks  of  both  sexes,  amidst 
'  the  soaad  of  martial  music,  and  escorted  by  a 

<  great  band  of  Parisians,  came  into  the  hall  Id  re- 
'  turn  thanks  to  the  Lagialature  fw  having  raised 
'  ihem  to  the  rank  of  men-  The  President  gave 
'  the  fraternal  kiss  lu  an  M  Degress,  114  years 
-  old,  and  mother  of  eleven  child reo.  After  which 
'  she  was  respectfully  eonduoted  to  an  armed 
'  chair  and  seated  by  the  side  of  tire  PreMdeoi, 
'  amid  the  loudest  bursts  of  applause."  By  the 
original  decree,  the  liberty  of  the  blacks  wasestab- 
lished.  Tbis  ceremony,  it  seems,  was  only  to 
show  their  equality ;  and  certainly,  air,  the  Presi- 
dent could  not  have  given  a  much  stronger,  or  a 
much  kinder  evidence  of  it  to  the  old  lady.  But, 
Mr.  President,  the  claim  of  those  people  to  free- 
dom does  not  rest  here.  I  have  in  my  hand  a 
document  of  much  more  recent  date,  and  even 

;  to  be  relied  upon.  It  is  lb»  moelsmatioa 
of  the  then  First  Consul,  now  the  Emperor  and 

J,  to  the  people  of  St.  Domingo,  woen  Gen- 
eral Le  Clerc  went  there,  in  the  winter  of  1801, 
at  the  head  of  the  French  forces,  which  I  will  read. 
First,  a  short  proclamation  of  General  Le  Glerc'a: 


UBEHTY. 

PROCLAMATION. 

(te   board  the  Ocean,  off  the  Cape,  Ihe  ISA  of  Phi- 

vioae,  lOth  year  of  the  Fniteh  BeptMic,  (Feb.  f, 

tans.) 

Le  Ctere,  OtneraJ-m-thiif  ef  the  Army  af  St.  Domtii' 

ge,  Captain  Oeuntief  the  Coltny,  Io  tke  miuiiU- 

tanU  of  St.  Domingo  .- 

Inhabitants  of  St.  Domingo !  Head  the  proelaniB- 
tion  of  the  First  Cansnl  of  the  RepnUic.    It  asmrea 

tiie  Uactf  tbst  liberty  fee  whkb  they  have  so  Irag 
and  t«  agricnltBB  that  pnipaii9 
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withoat  irtiich  there  on  be  do  adoniea.     Hie  prnmiwn 
wiU  be  fiutUiillr  fiiUUed ;  to  doubt  it  tronld  be  ■  aime. 
The  GeQenJ-in-cbief, 

L£  CLERC,  Captain  Gmtral. 
By  order  of  the  UtncrBl-ia-ctuaf, 
LENOIR 

EzbMt  from  the  Regit lai  of  the  DallbarUioDi  of  th« 
CoDmli  of  the  Republic,  Puis,  the  ITth  Bnimure, 
10th  Tear  of  (he  French  Republic,  one  and  indiTiii- 
ble,  (November  8,  1801.) 

PROCLAMATION. 

7%t  CotumU  of  the  XepublU  to  tke  lahaiUmtt  cfSt. 

Inhibitanti  of  8t  Domingo !  Whiterer  mej  be 
jata  origin  tnd  jour  ecdor,  ye  ire  >!!  Frenchmen ;  ye 
w  ^  free,  uid  ell  equ&l  before  Ood  and  the  Republic- 
France,  like  8t.  uomiogo,  haa  been  a  prey  to  fac- 
tiona,  and  torn  by  cinl  and  foreign  war*.  But  all  ii 
dianged !  Ererj  peofde  lukve  embraced  Frenchmen, 
and  have  awom  to  them  peace  and  friendahip!  All 
Frenchman  bare  likewiee  embraced  each  other,  nod 
hare  awom  to  be  all  friend*  and  brothen.  Come  ye, 
aJui,  and  embrace  Frenchnieti,  and  rejoice  to  aee  your 
frienda  and  your  brothen  of  Europe. 

The  GoTemmBDl  aenda  jou  the  Captain  General 
Le  Clerc.  He  carries  nith  him  great  Ibrcea  to  protect 
you  againat  your  enemiei,  and  agsinat  the  fenemiei  ' 
die  Republic.  If  it  ahould  be  told  you  theae  forces 
intended  to  tear  from  you  your  liberty,  aniwer,  the 
H^nblic  has  given  us  liberty.  The  Ropublic  will  not 
waSet  that  it  ahould  be  taken  from  ui.    Rally  round 


the  Captain  General ;  he  reitorea  you  abundance  and 
peace.  Rally  round  him ;  he  who  aball  dare  to  aeparale 
himadf  from  the  Captain  Ganeral  will  be  a  inilor  to 
hi*  eounby,  and  the  vengeance  of  the  Republic  ihall 
devour  him  aa  fire  devouta  your  dried  eanea. 

CKven  at  Pari*,  in  lint  palace  of  Govenunent,  the 
ITth  Brumaiie,  lOlh  year  of  the  French  Republic 
BONAPARTE. 

By  the  Pint  Conaul, 

B.  B.  Makit,  Sterttary. 

A  true  copy, 

Li  CtxBc,  Captain  General 

This,  air,  is  proof  ittesiiiible ;  after  which  it 
can  neret  be  aatd  (hat  tbe  liberation  of  thoK  peo- 
ple has  been  the  rash  act,  or  the  mere  ebultiiioa, 
of  tbe  beat  and  couTuIsioa  of  t  revolutioa.  We 
Itare  here  tbeir  liberty  solemnly  recognised  and 

Koclaimed  to  tbe  world  eight  years  afierwaids 
'  the  DUD  wbo  was  then  and  Btill  is  at  the  bead 
of  the  Freaeb  GoTeraiueat  ^  or  rather,  wbo  i* 
.  now  the  QoTerament  ittelf.  I  cite  these  papers 
to  sbow  that  the  French  have  now  no  claim, 
either  in  rigbi,  in  justice,  or  in  law,  to  sny  portion 
of  tbe  people  of  St.  Domingt)  as  slaves ;  that  they 
•re  indifidually  free,  if  tbe  highest  aathorities  in 
Fiance  could  cotutitaie  them  so,  which  will  tare- 
ly  not  be  qaeittoaed;  aod  in  order  to  rebut  a  fal- 
lacious id»  that  has  been  taken  up,  and  urged  by 
Bome,  that  our  merchaata  are  conducting  lb  is  com- 
merce with  slaves,  the  property  of  freemen,  and 
not  with  freemen  tbemselrei,  ihns  ingenioasly 
eadearoting  to  draw  a  disttnction  between  the 
■itnatton  ofSt.  Domingo  and  that  of  soy  other 
eolony  that  has  erer  heretofore  allempted  to  sep- 
ttate  itKlf  from  the  raothec  coaBtry;  (o  puke 


(heir's,  according  to  tbe  language  of  the  gentle- 
man  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Moobg,)  a  totally  new. 
unprecedented  case,  and  in  this  manner  to  ukt 
them  out  of  the  humane  proristona  of  tbe  laws  of 
oations.  1  grant,  sir,  their  ease  doei  form  a  i'w 
tinclioD  from  any  other,  and  in  this  it  coasist:: 
tbe  people  of  St.  Domingo  are  fighting  to  pre- 
serve not  only  (heir  independence  as  a  cominu- 
aiiy,  but  their  liberty  as  individuals;  to  prereni  a 
degradation  from  tbe  etalted  slate  of  freemen  to 
the  debased  condition  of  slaves,  stiusgliog  against 
the  manacles  that  have  been  forged  for  them  bv 
the  lawless  ambiiioQ  of  power.  We  are  told, 
however,  they  are  at  least  not  free  as  a  people,  u 
a  body  poliiic;  but  in  sucb  a  state  of  rebellioa 
ibat  no  nation  has  a  right  to  trade  with  them. 
Here  it  becomes  necessary  to  understand  each 
other  as  to  the  correct  and  definite  import  of 
words.  Gentleraea,  in  common  parlance,  are  apt 
to  confound  expressions  of  Tery  different  mean- 
,  as  has  been  strikingly  tbe  case  during  ibepres- 
disenssioD.  Hence  the  word  "rebellion,''  has 
been  aubsdtuted  for,  and  used  throughout,  as  if 
synonymous  with  "civil  war;"  but  alibaugb  re- 
bellion is  often  the  inception  of  civil  war,  there  is 
a  material  distinction  between  the  two.  The  for- 
mer consists  in  the  mere  unreasonable  insurrec- 
tion of  certain  discontented  individuals;  whereas 
the  Utter  is  a  people  seriously  divided  among 
themselves,  in  a  state  of  war,  each  party  being 
capable  of  making  a  certain  military  stand  ajj^inst 
the  other;  and  tbis  is  precisely  the  situation  of 
France  and  St.  Domingo  at  present,  aa  will  ap- 
pear by  the  distinction  taken  in  tbe  books  when 
applied  to  their  case  :  VatlePt  Lav  of  Naiitnu, 
b.  3,  ch.  18,  sec.  292,  says :  "  Cuttom  appropriates 
'  tbe  term  of  civii  mar  to  every  war  between  (be 
'  members  of  one  and  the  same  political  society. 
'  If  it  be  between  part  of  tbe  citizens  on  the  one 
'side,  and  the  Sovereign,  with  those  who  con- 
'  linue  in  obedience  to  him,  on  the  other ;  pro- 
'  rided  the  malcontents  have  any  reason  for  taking 
'up  arms,  nothing  further  is  required  to  entitle 
such  disturbance  to  the  name  of  civil  war,  and 
not  that  of  rebellion.  This  latter  term  is  applied 
only  to  such  an  insurrection  against  lawful  aii- 
'  thority,  aa  is  void  of  all  appearance  of  justice." 
And  I  will  submit  with  confidence  to  the  high 
and  honorable  feelings  of  tbis  Senate,  whether 
the  human  mind  is  capable  of  conceiving  a  much 
itronger  reason  to  indue*  a  people  to  take  up 
arms  than  to  resist  those  whose  koown  object  it 
;e  them  not  only  to  political,  but  to  p«^ 
lODal  slavery;  or  whether  anv  other  circumstance 
could  give,  according  to  the  language  of  this  wri- 
ler,  an  equal  appearance  of  justice  to  tbeir  cause. 
The  section  thus  goes  on:  "The  Sovereign,  in- 
'deed,  never  fails  to  bestow  the  appellation  of 
'  rebels  on  all  such  of  his  subjects  as  openly  resist 
'  him;  butwhenthe  latter  have  acquired  sufficient 
'  strength  to  give  him  effectual  oppoaition,  and  to 
'  obli^  him  to  carry  on  the  war  aeainst  them  ac- 
'  cording  to  the  established  rules,  le  must  oeces- 
'  sarily  submit  to  the  use  of  the  term  civii  war." 
And  eertainly  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  people  of 
St.  Domingo  kave  not  such  snfficient  strength, 
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trhen,  after  a  war  of  so  miny  ye&n  with  Pranee, 
we  see  ihem  Dot  only  ret  indEpendeni,  but  haTJn^ 
DOW  Bclually  besie^d   [be  only  French  forci 
their  couniry.    I  misht  safely  have  rested  the  c 
lectness  of  tbe  dennition  I  have  siveD  of  the 
term  civil  war,  apon  the  foar  first  lines  only  of 
the  same  section,  tbe  bearing  of  which  too,  upon 
the  present  qaestion,  will  be  obvious  to  tbe  mil 
of  every  peniletnan.    They  areasfollow:  "Wh. 
'  a  party  is  formed  id  a  State,  who  no  longer  obey 
'  the  Sovereign,  and  are  possessed  of  sufBeient 
'  strength  to  oppose  him ;  or  when,  in  a  Republic, 
'  the  nation  is  divided  into  two  opposite  factions, 
'  and  both  sides  lake  up  arms;  this  Is  called  a 
'  civil  war." 

Let  us  now,  Mr.  PreiiideDt,  attend  to  the  present 
stale  of  St.  Domingo;  but  first  to  tbe  eircum' 
stances  that  have  led  to  it,  and  see  how  far  this 
docirine  will  applv.  After  the  bands  of  [he  polii- 
ical  society  thai  tiad  connected  Prance  and  hei 
colonies  together  were  broken  asunder ;  when  the 
old  Government  of  that  country  was  compleieljr 
dissolved,  and  one  ustirpaiion  succeeded  day  after 
day  to  the  places  and  to  the  vices  of  another; 
'  when  Ibe  axe  of  the  goillotiae  had  extinguished 
the  magic  lustre  of  royalty,  and  even  Ihal  grace 
and  beaulyja  very  superb  likeness  of  tbe  li 
leen  of  Fra 


hanging  directly  before 
,]  that  had  reigned  so  long  unrivalled,  the 
pride  and  idol  of  tbe  nation,  had  to  yield  herself 
to  the  rudeness  of  a  common  executioner,  and 
was  bumbled  in  death  before  a  scoffing  multitude; 
when  the  Conatilulioa  that  had  been  recently 
established  by  the  voice  of  the  nation,  and  under 
irbich  it  was  hoped  they  would  flourish  and  be 
liapP)^!  IiBd  fallen  into  tbe  ruthless  fangs  of  tbe 
Jacobins,  and  tbe  patriots  who  supported  it  bad 
found  refuge  In  exile,  or  mfngled  tbeir  blood  upon 
the  scaffold;  when  all  rightful,  civil,  and  legal 
authority  was  at  an  end,  and  the  Revolutionary 
sabre  alone  gave  law,  the  people  of  St.  Domingo, 
a*  did  the  people  of  these  Slates  under  other  cir- 
cumstances, declared  (heinselves  free       '  '    ' 


fiance  to  any  foreign  Power.  They  have  organ- 
ized a  Qovernment  for  themselves;  thef  are  dt 
facto  the  governors  of  the  couutry,  and  in  every 
respect  act  as  an  independent  people.  They  have 
waged,  and  carried  on  with  li'tance,  for  many 
years,  a  most  serious  war,  in  defence  of  what  they 
lay  are  their  rights ;  and  the  French,  by  force  of 
arms,  have  been  endearorins  to  subjugate  tbem. 
And  now  let  me  ask  if  the  United  Siaies,  or  any 
other  Power  upon  earth,  is  competent  to  decide 
this  great  controversy  between  themi  They  each 
claim  to  be  free  and  independent,  and  therefore 
acknowledge  no  superior;  tbe  struggle  is  between 
tbeinselves,  and  no  other  nation  has  a  right  to  in- 
terfere by  direct  acts  of  hostility,  or  by  any  com- 
mercial restrictions  that  can  go  to  affect  injuri- 
ously either  of  the  parties,  and  to  do  so  is  a  depart- 
ure from  neutral  ground,  and  an  infraction  of  the 
laws  of  nations,  as  I  think  will  be  within  my 
powet  to  show  from  the  most  incontestable  auihor- 
ities.    For  thia  purpose  1  will  aflvert  again  to 


Vattd.  Bot  first  let  me  b^  to  be  nnderaiood  as 
not  meaning  to  intimate  an  opinion  that  a  colony 
has  not  a  right  to  separate  herself  from  the  mother 
country,  except  in  a  time  of  such  universal  con< 
fusion.  On  the  contrary,  I  believe  she  has  tbe 
right  whenever  she  has  the  power;  or,  what 
amounts  nearly  to  tbe  same  tbiniTi  whenever  she 
becomes  to  far  separated  as  to  declare  herself  free 
and  indepeodeDt;  to  organize  a  government,  to 
proceed  in  the  administration  of  that  gorerament, 
and  to  ta'ke  and  pursue  measures  of  self-defence. 
No  other  nation  has  a  right  to  investigate  the' 
claim  she  sets  up  to  freedom;  no  other  nation  has 
a  ri^ht  to  judce  between  the  parties,  or  to  aay  on 
which  side  belongs  the  justice  of  the  case;  it  is 
excliuivelv  an  affair  of  their  own,  and  it  behooves 
e  rest  of  the  world  lo  stand  aloof,  the  silent  and 
ipartial  speeiaton  of  the  coofliclj  tieaiiog  in 
their  eommercial  relations  each  of  the  parlies 
with  like  civility. 

Before  I  proceed  la  the  cases  I  had  noted  my- 
self, I  must  beg  leave  lo  lender  my  acknowledg- 
ments to  tbe  honorable  member  irom  Maryland 
OD  mr  left  (Mr.  Wright)  for  one,  he  hai  been 
sO  obliging  as  to  read  to  us,  and  whieh  will  be 
found  to  be  directly  in  the  teeth  of  tbe  argument 
he  so  triumphantly  erected  upon  it.  It  is  in  ViU- 
'tl,  b.  3,  eh.  18,  sec.  296:  "Foreign  nations  are 
not  to  interfere  in  the  internal  government  of  an 
independent  Slate.  It  belongs  not  to  them  to 
judge  between  the  citizens  wbom  discord  has 
roused  to  arms,  nor  between  the  Prince  and  his 
subjects :  both  parlies  are  equally  independent  of 
their  aulhorily."  According  to  this  case,  then, 
the  people  of  France  and  the  people  of  St.  Do- 
mingo are  equally  independent  of  our  authority, 
and  the  gentleman  adduced  it  to  show  (hat  w« 
have  no  right  to  interfere  in  tbeir  qaarrel.  Thus 
"ir.sir,  we  agree  precisely,  and  from  this  point 
iverge  in  precisely  opposite  directions.  Sir,  the 
gentleman  exactly  mistook  the  case;  the  interfer- 
ence here  contemplated  ia  not,  as  he  supposed,  a 
neuirai's  trading,  bat  refusing  to  trade  with  a  bel- 


bolding  from  one  of  the  parlies  what  she  grants  lo 
the  other;  giving  commercial  aid  and  assistance 
to  one,  aod  denying  it  to  ihe  oiber.  I  will  ask 
the  gentleman  if  this  bill,  the  object  of  which 
must  be  to  starve  tbe  people  of  St.  Domingo  into 
submission  to  their  enemies,  is  not  a  direct  and 
moBi  serions  interference  in  thair  quarrel?  More 
Ir.  President,  give  me  leave  to  say,  than  if 
were  to  invade  tbem  with  fleets  and  with 
armies.  Sir,  tbe  very  object  of  this  ease  is  to 
show,  that  between  belligerents  circumstanced  in 
relation  toward  each  other  a*  are  now  the  people 
of  France  and  the  people  of  St.  Domingo,  neu- 
'    '   lations  are  bound  to  observe  the  si  '  ' 


commerce  with  each  alike  unrestrained.  And  if 
the  gentleman  bad  examined  the  same  section,  a 
few  liaea  further,  he  would  have  found  this  broad 
principle  laid  down,  that  in  the  event  of  sach  a 
oiTil  war  between  eiti»iu  of  tbe  aame  coaituyi 
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oc'between  a  Prince  ind  his  •ubjeets,  neuirel  an- 
ttoni  are  equally  at  lib«ttf  to  aswist  either  party, 
u  if  they  wete  two  iadepeodent  natioai  eoi' 
barked  in  war.  This  priociple,  «nd  ih«  cimBtruc- 
tion  I  bare  giveD  to  the  gentlemaa's  mm,  will  be 
veil  supported  by  others.  I  (hall  now  have  tLe 
honor  of  subroiitiag  to  the  Senate,  froin  the  same 
author.  VaUd.  b.  2,  ch.  4.  sec.  56,  says :  "  Wben 
'  the  baods  of  the  polilicRl  society  are  broken,  or 
'  at  least  suspended,  between  the  Sovereign  and 
',  his  people,  the  contending  parties  may  then  be 
'considered  as  two  distinct  Powers;  s«d  since 
'  they  are  both  equally  independent  ol'  all  foreign 
'  authority,  nobody  has  a  right  to  judge  between 
'  them.  Either  may  he  in  the  right."  B.  3,  ch. 
15.  sec.  S95,  says;  "When  a  nation  becoiae*  di- 
'  Tided  into  two  parlies  absi>lutely  independeat, 
'  and  no  Longer  acknowledging  a  common  supe* 
'  rior,  the  State  ii  dissolred,  and  the  war  between 
'the  two  parties  slaodson  the  same  ground  in 
'  every  respect  as  a  public  war  between  two  dif- 
'  ferent  nations."  Again,  sir,  section  293  of  ibe 
same  book  and  chapter,  says;  "A  civil  war  breaks 
'  the  bands  of  society  and  Government,  or  at  least 
'  suspends  their  force  and  efieci.  It  produces  in 
'  the  nation  two  independent  parlies,  who  con- 
'  sidei  each  other  as  enemies,  and  acknowledge  no 
'  common  judge.  Those  two  parlies,  therefore, 
'  must  necessarily  be  considered  as  thenceforward 
'  constituting,  at  least  for  a  lime,  two  separate 
'  bodies,  two  distinct  societies.  Though  one  of 
'  the  parties  m^y  have  been  to  blame  in  breaking 
'  the  unity  of  the  State,  aad  resisting  the  lawful 
'  authority,  ihey  are  not  the  less  divided  in  fact. 
'  Besides,  who  shall  judge  them  ?  Who  shall  pro- 
'  noonce  on  which  side  the  right  or  the  wrong 
'  belongs  1  On  earth  they  have  no  common  supe- 
'  rior.  They  stand,  therefore,  in  precisely  the 
'  same  predicameni  as  two  nations  who  engage  in 
'  a  contest,  and,  being  unable  to  come  to  an  agree- 
'  ment,  have  recourse  to  arms."  1  will  now,  sir, 
oite  another  highly  approved  and  more  moderu 
writer  to  the  same  poinL  Marlert't  LjOho  of  No- 
'  (toM,  ch.  2,  sec.  10,  says:  "Suppose  that  the  in- 
'  tenor  triHibles  of  a  State  come  to  an  open  rup- 
'  lure  between  the  Sovereign  and  bis  subjects. 
'  and  that  the  whole  nation,  or  part  of  it,  shoula 
*  wish  to  drive  him  from  the  throne:  or,  suppose 
'  that  a  province  or  territory,  subjected  to  aooiher 
'  State,  refuses  obedience  to  it,  and  endeavors  to 
'render  itself  independent;  in  either  of  these 
'  cases,  there  are  two  points  which  must  be  aepa- 
'  rated  in  determining  on  the  coniluct  that  foreign 
I  Powers  ought  to  ol»erve.  Isl.  The  conduct  to 
'  be  observed  towards  the  old  or  new  Sovereiga, 
'or  towards  the  people  who,  after  having  tti- 
'  volted,  have  declared  themselves  iudependent. 
'  2dly.  The  assistance  to  be  siven  to  either  party. 
'  With  respect  to  the  first  of  these,  a  foreign  ua- 
'  tion,  not  under  soy  obligation  to  interfere,  do 
'  not  appear  to  violate  its  perfect  ohligations,  nor 
'  to  deviate  from  the  principles  of  Dautfality,  if, 
'  in  adhering  to  the  possession,  without  examining 
'  into  its  l^aliiy,  it  treats  as  Sovereign  him  who 
'  is  actually  on  the  throne,  and  as  an  ihdependeat 
'  natioD,  peo^e  who  have  declared,  and  still  maia- 


'  tain  themselves  independent.  The  ofpoiiie  par- 
'  ty.  however,  never  fails  to  complain  of  this  con- 
'  duct,  as  long  as  he  does  not  himself  acknowledge 
'  by  treaty  the  validity  of  such  possession  or  iude- 
'  pendence.  As  lo  the  second  point,  viz :  the  as- 
'  lisiaoce  to  he  siveii  lo  either  party,  when  odcs 
'  obedience  has  Seen  formally  idused,  and  the  re- 
'  fusing  parly  has  entered  into  the  possession  of 
'  the  independence  demanded,  the  dispute  becomes 
'  the  same  as  those  which  happen  heiween  inde- 
'  pendent  States." 

Could  authorities,  Mr.  President,  be  more  fully 
up  lo  the  case,  or  show  more  unequivocally  our 
right,  or  rather  the  just  obligatioo  upon  us  to  ob- 


towacds  France  and  Sl  Domingo,  duriiw 
ineu  present  confiict,  the  strictest  impartialityr 
For  I  contend,  and  the  cases  I  have  cited  go  the 


full  length  of  proving  it,  that  they  a 
sidered  by  us,  in  evtry  respecl,  as  two  iodepeu' 
dent  nations;  two  distinct  Powers  at  war;  and  as 
such,  it  is  our  right  and  our  duty  to  treat  them. 
The  rights  and  the  duties  of  neutrals,  in  such  cir- 
cumstances, are  so  concisely  and  explicitly  pointed 
out  in  the  volumes  1  have  just  referred  to,  that  I 
mU!t  he  permitted  lo  trouble  the  Senate  with  a  . 
few  sections  on  these  subjects  likewise.  Valid, 
book  3,  ch.  7,  sec.  Ill,  says:  "Let  us  now  discuss 
'another  case;  that  of  neutral  nations  resorting 
'  to  ray  enemy's  country  for  commercial  purposes. 
'  It  is  certain,  thai  as  they  have  no  part  in  my 
'  quarrel,  they  are  under  no  obligations  to  renounce 
'  their  commerce  for  the  sake  of  avoiding  to  sup- 
'  ply  my  enemy  with  the  means  of  carrying  oa 
'  ibe  war  against  me.  Should  they  affect  to  re- 
'  fuse  selliag  me  a  single  article,  while  at  the  same 
'  time,  they  take  pains  to  convey  an  abundant 
'  supply  to  my  enemy,  with  an  evident  intention 
'  to  lavor  him;  Mich  partial  conduct  would  ex- 
'  dude  them  from  the  neutrality  they  enjoyed. 
'  But  if  they  only  continue  their  customary  irad^ 
'  they  do  not  thereby  declare  themselves  against 
'  my  interest ;  they  only  exercise  a  ri^ht  which 
'  they  are  under  noobligationofsacrificineiome." 
Same  chapter,  section  118:  "A  neutral  nation 
'  preserves  towards  both  the  belligerent  PoweR 
'  the  several  relations  which  nature  has  instituted 
'  between  nations.  She  ought  to  show  herself 
'  ready  to  render  them  every  office  of  humanity 
'  reciprocal l]r  due  from  one  nation  to  another. 
'  She  ought  in  everything  not  directly  relatiog  to 
'  war,  to  give  them  all  the  assistance  in  her  power, 
'  aad  of  which  they  may  stand  in  need.  Such 
'  assistance,  however,  must  be  given  with  impar- 
'  tiality;  that  ia  to  say,  she  must  not  refuse  any- 
'  thing  to  one  of  the  parties,  on  account  of  his  be- 
'  ingat  war  with  the  other."  It  seems  indeed  super- 
fluous, air,  but  I  will  here  refer  once  more  to  Mar- 
ten, b.  8,  sec.  8;  in  treating  of  neutral  commerce, 
according  to  the  universal  laws  of  nations,  be 
says:  "One  of  the  most  important  points  to  be 
'  considered  in  treating  of  the  laws  of  neutrality. 
'  is,  the  commerce  carried  on  between  ncntral  and 
'  belligerent  nations.  The  right  that  a  nation  en- 
'  joys,  in  time  of  peace,  of  selling  and  carrying  all 
'  sons  of  merchaadise  to  every  nation  that  chooses 
'  to  trade  wilb  it,  it  eigojrs  also  in  lime  of  war 
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'  provided  it  retnains  neuirr.  ll  follows,  theo, 
'  that  a  neuiral  uatioo  may  permit  irs  subjects  to 
•  carry  ill  sorli  of  mercbindise.  iocludiog  arnia 
'  and  niDmanition,  to  the  Powers  at  war,  or  [o 
'  that  d1'  them,  with  which  this  commerce  may 
'  be  carried  on  to  the  {freatestadTsniage.  So  loog 
'  as  tbe  State,  ibat  is,  ihe  rorrig-o  Power,  in  a  neti- 
'  Iral  oaiion,  docs  not  interfere,  by  pruhibiling 
'  commeree  wiih  ^iiher  or  all  the  Power*  at  war, 
'  so  long,  it  would  »eem,  the  naitoa  does  not  trass- 
'  gnna  Lbe  kws  of  neuinliiy."  The  aaiversal 
laws  of  natioDS,  which  Ibrmerly  licensed  dguIihIk 
io  carryiog  arms  and  ammuaitioD,  or  other  arti- 
cles, properly  coatraband,  lo  a  belligereat,  hare 
been  moiliSed  in  that  particular,  by  the  modern 
laws  of  nalioni,  as  may  be  seen  in  section  12,  of 
the  same  book  and  chapter. 

From  all  these  cases,  Mr.  President,  I  sm  well 
irarraiited  in  the  following dcductioot:  l>c.  That 
when  the  bands  of  OoTernroeoI  among  a  people, 
by  meana  of  civil  war,  became  broken,  or  for  a 
time  aosnended,  the  two  parties  are  to  be  coDsid- 
«Ted,  at  least  during  ibe  coolest,  as  two  diatiDcc 
Powers,  as  two  independent  nations,  who,  being 
oiherwiie  Doable  to  betile  their  disputes,  make  a 
solemn  appeal  to  arms.  2J.  That  a  revolted  col- 
ony or  province,  while  holding  and  exercising  the 
lights  of  sovereignty,  is  10  be  treated  by  neutral 
nations  as  an  independent  people,  witboal  regard' 
tog  the  legality  or  illpgalily  of  their  claim  to  such 
indepeadeace ;  and,  3illy.  That  in  the  disputes  of 
such  belligerenls,  neutrals  have  no  right  to  inter- 
fere, either  commercially  or  otherwise,  to  the  iti- 
jury  of  either,  but  are  bound  to  conduct  them' 
selves  with  theslticiescimpariieliEy  towards  both. 
Aod  here,  sir,  we  arrive  precisely  it  the  point. 
The  present  question  seems  Ifi  be  the  very  focus 
in  which  the  rays  of  light  emitted  from  those 
cases  aatarally  meet.  They  are  too  plain  to  re- 
quire,  or  even  admit  of  elucidation.  1  will  leave 
ever^  geatlemau  to  apply  them  for  himself.  Ac- 
cording to  my  understanding  they  hare  only  to 
be  road  or  to  be  heard,  in  order  to  attach  them- 
selves imiDediacely  lo  the  subject  of  our  pretenl 
consideration.  It  dearly  results,  then,  that  we 
have  not  only  the  right,  but  that  we  are  bound  by 
the  laws  and  usages  of  nations,  to  conduct  our 
commerce  with  St.  Domingo,  during  eiistiog  cir- 
cumstances, precisely  aa  we  should  with  any  In- 
depeodetit  foreign  Power  that  might  happen  to 
be  engaged  in  war,  and  that  a  contrary  conduct, 
such  a*  that  now  proposed,  would  he  on  their 
part  a  just  cause  of  complaint,  and  even  of  ag- 
gression against  us.  And  I  hope  it  will  never  be 
said  that  this  Gbvernment,  which,  according  to 
the  polite  concession  of  the  French  Minister,  "has 
taken  for  the  basis  of  its  political  career,  the  most 
ncrupntous  equity,  and  the  most  impartial  neu- 
tratity,"  will  now  commit  an  act  in  open  and  di- 
rect violation  of  both;  and  because  the  people  of 
St.  Domingo  may  at  present  be  unable  to  enforce 
rJEht  and  justice,  do  them  wrong  and  injustice. 

ThegeoLleman  from  Pennsylvania  farthest  from 

me,  (Mr.  Maci^t,)  in  search  of  arsuments  to 

support  this  measure,  has  travelled  back  lo  the 

first  years  of  the  American  Kevtdution.    Thete  f 
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will  resort  too,  sir,  and  I  trust  with  better  sacceM. 
In  the  conduct  hath  of  France  and  of  Englnnd, 
at  that  lime,  we  shall  £nd  a  precedent  directly  ia 
support  of  my  argument.  After  these  colonies 
had  revolted  against  the  authority  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, France  continued  ucioierruplediy  her  conk- 
merce  with  iheai,  uiher  than  such  as  was  contra- 
band, till  the  6th  of  February,  1778,  when  she 
entered  into  a  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commefce, 
and  another  of  Alliance,  eventually  to  became  a 
treaty  offenaive  and  defensive,  with  us,  under  the 
style  and  character  of  the  ihirleen  United  Stale*. 
In  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Alliance. 
France  expressly  asseris  her  right  to  navigate  and 
csrry  on  commerce  with  the  colonies,  and  de- 
clares, that  if  the  British  shouli),  "  in  violation  of 
[he  rights  df  nations,  altempt  to  hioder  that  navi- 
gation and  that  commerce,"  she  would  make  it  a 
common  cause.  But  to  prove  uneqnivocally  what 
was  (lien  the  opinion  of  France  on  this  subject.  I 
will  refer  to  one  of  her  own  State  papers.  In  the 
Annual  Register  for  1778,  p.  299,  is  the  note  of 
the  French  MitiiKter,  De  Noailtes,  dated  LondoQ, 
March  13(h,  1778.  communicaiiDg  to  the  British 
Ck>vernment  the  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce 
entered  into  between  France  and  these  Slates,  part 
of  which  is  as  fuUows:  "The  United  States  of 
'  North  America,  who  are  in  full  possession  of  in-  ■ 
'  dependence  as  pronounced  by  them  on  the  4tb 
'  of  July,  1776,  having  nroposed  lo  the  King  to 
'  conBolidnte,  bv  a  farmal  convention,  the  connex- 
'  ion  begun  to  be  estabHshed  between  the  two  na- 
'  lions,  lbe  respective  Plenipotentiaries  hovetigned 
'  a  Treaty  of  Friendship  and  Commerce,  designed 
'  to  serve  as  a  foundation  for  their  mutual  good 
'  correspondence. 

"  In  making  ihie  communication  to  the  Court 
'  of  London,  the  King  is  firmly  persuaded  it  will 
'  find  new  proofs  of  His  Majesty's  constant  and 
'  sincere  disposition  for  peace ;  and  that  His  Bril- 
'  annic  Majesty,  animaiol  by  the  same  senlimeota, 
'will  equallv  avoid  everything  that  may  akei 
'  their  good  narmony;  and  that  h*  will  particn- 
'  larly  lake  eHeclual  measures  to  prevent  tne  eom- 
'  meroe  between  His  Majesty's  subjects  and  ths 
'  United  Slates  of  North  America  from  bein^  in- 
'  terrupled,  and  to  cause  all  the  nsages  received 
'  between  commercial  nations  to  be  in  this  respect 
'  observed,  and  all  those  rules  which  can  be  said 
'  to  subsist  between  the  two  Crowns  of  France 
'  and  Great  Britain."  So  it  clearly  appears  that 
France  then  considered  herself  as  not  only  havinf 
B  right  to  trade,  hut  publicly  to  ecler  into  a  com- 
mercial treaty  with  the  revolted  coloniis  of  Great 
Britain,  upon  the  ground  that  Ihey  were,  for  the 
time  at  least,  holding  and  exercising  lbe  rights  of 
iodependeuee.  And  yet  we  are  now  told  by  the 
French  Minister,  that  to  trade  with  a  revolted 
colony  of  France,  notoriously  in  the  full  possea- 
sioo  and  exercise  of  sovereign  authority,  is  "an 
'  infraction  manifest  of  law  the  most  sacred,  and 
■  the  besl  observed  by  every  nation  under  [he  do- 
'  minion  of  civilization,"  And  gentlemen  will 
find  by  referring  to  the  justificatory  manifesto  of 
the  British  Qoverument,  to  he  seen,  I  think,  in 
Ihe  Annual  Register  for  1779,  that  their  acis  «f 
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hostility  were  not  commenced  against  France  in 
consequence  of  aoy  commerce  she  did  or  might 
carry  on  wiih  the  colonies,  but  upon  the  ground 
of  these  treaties,  and  of  Mr.  De  Noailles'i;  note, 
which  in  rlie  manifesto  is  called  an  open  declara- 
tiotk  of  war,  it  being  an  overt  act  of  France,  ac- 
knowiedgiog  tbe  independence  of  these  Slates. 
The  gentleman  from  PennErlranLi,  (Mr.  Looan,) 
however,  lella  us  that  trading  with  St.  Domingo 
may  involve  us  in  a  war,  and  therefore  we  had 
better  quit  it.  Tfais  argument,  sir,  would  have 
equal  foice  if  urged  against  a  peaceable  man's 

foJDff  out  into  the  street,  lest  somebody  should 
nocK  him  dowti.  But  as  another  means  of  en- 
dangering our  peace,  he  has  told  us  further,  that 
our  mercbants  send  arms  and  ammunition  to  St. 
Domingo.  This,  indeed,  if  so,  I  confess  is  to  be 
regretted,  and  I  wish  could  be  prevented.  Il  is, 
however,  at  iheir  own  tisk,  uneanclioned  by  the 
Oovernmenl ;  they  know  and  must  abide  the  coo- 
aequsnces.  Such  ariicifa,  if  taken,  are  liable  to 
confiscation,  and  this  is  the  course  pursued  every 
day  throughout  the  woild,  uni'        '      ' 


mirol  o' 


rthe< 


eofn. 


trals  allowed  to  belligerents  by  the  Uwi  of  nation", 
and  has  grown  out  of  the  necessity  of  tbe  case. 
But  who  ever  heard  of  a  nation  being  involved  in 
war,  becaose  a  private  citizen  or  suhjecl,  of  his 
own  mere  will,  was  pleased  to  sell  arm"  and  am- 
munition to  one  of  tbe  betligerenis  1  If  tbe  gen- 
tlemati's  doctrine  be  correct,  to  what  point  would 
il,  or  rather  would  it  not,  carry  us?  Whenever 
any  two  foreign  Powers  may  choose  to  engage  in 
war,  we  shall  he  under  the  necessity  of  interdict- 
ing all  commerce  abroad,  on  the  part  of  our  citi- 
zens, lest  some  rash,  adventurous  merchant,  by 
Tending  articles  contraband  to  one  of  tbe  parlies, 
should  libenife  involve  ua  in  the  contest.  Sir, 
•uch  a  principle,  if  I  may  une  the  expression,  such 
a  phantotn  of  a  principle,  had  never  before  even 
the  shadow  of  eiisteoce.  Its  palpable  absurdity 
will  not  bear  the  te.4l  of  a  moment's  investigation  ; 
whereas  the  principle  I.  have  had  the  houor  of 
stating  in  relation  to  contraband  goods,  is  not  only 
that  which  governs  among  naiiuns  generally,  and 
bottomed  on  the  laws  of  nations,  but  is  eipliciily 
lecoguised  in  the  thirteenth  article  of  our  treaty 
with  France,  in  which,  after  particularizing  tbe 
■nicies  that  shall  be  deemed  contraband  between 
tbe  parties,  it  is  thus  expressly  stated  :  "All  the 
'  above  articles,  whenever  they  are  destioed  to  the 
'  port  of  an  enemy,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  con- 
'  traband,  and  just  objects  of  confiscation;  but  the 
<  vessel  in  which  they  are  laden,  and  the  residue 
'  of  the  cargo,  shall  be  considered  free,  and  not  in 
'any  manner  infected  by  the  prohibited  good^. 
'  whether  belongiog  to  Lhe  same  or  a  different 
'  owner."  If,  then,  there  is  any  faith  or  confidence 
to  be  reposed  in  treaties,  the  honorable  member 
may  quiet  bis  fears  as  to  the  danger  of  private 
adventures  of  this  kind,  involving  tbe  nation  in  a 
war  with  France  J  the  two  Powers,  anticipating 
the  evil,  have  wisely  provided  a  milder  remedy 
fur  it  in  this  compact. 

I  must  here  inquire  if,  as  gentlemen  contend,  it 
u  not  now  lawful  to  carry  on  commerce  with  the  i 


Gople  of  St.  Domingo,  when  il  may  probablr 
eiimeso?  Suppose^  for  instance,  the  Frentb 
sbould  continue  this  inefficient  kind  of  warfare 
upon  them,  if  even  such  it  may  be  considered,  for 
a  century  to  come^  holding  as  at  present  but  a 
single  post  in  tbe  island,  while  the  natives  are  in 
fulf  possession  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  country, 
and  administering  a  regular  Qoveromeni  7  Will 
it  be  said,  onder  such  circumstances,  that  no  na- 
tion is  to  be  allowed  to  tiade  with  them  for  a  cen- 
tury to  come?  Or  will  gentlemen  hold  them  as 
rebels  to  all  eternity,  and  never  suffer  the  lest  of 
the  world  to  have  iutereotirse  with  them?  Sir. 
ttioae  people  will  never  be  reduced  by  Gtoenl 
Ferrand'a  war  of  proclamations;  and  while  oo 
this  subject  I  must  be  permitted  lo  express  my 
a^tonishment  at  a  very  eitraordinery  document 
of  this  kind  that  has  been  recently  laid  upon  out 
tables,  signed  by  General  Ferrand,  and  purporting 
10  be  a  proclamation  or  decree  of  bis,  directed 
chiefly  at  the  citizens  and  commerce  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted Stales.  It  is  indeed,  ibrougbout,  calculated 
to  inspire  no  other  sentiment  than  contempt;  tbe 
arrogance  and  presumption  of  its  style  and  man- 
ner is  equalled  only  by  the  emptiness  of  its  ihreats. 
General  Feirand,  shut  up  in  tbe  city  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, witli  scarcely  the  power  of  conveying  bis 
proclamation  beyond  the  redoubts  of  his  gammon, 
undertakes  to  prescribe  to  all  tbe  neutral  nations 
of  the  earth  the  extent  of  their  rights,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  shall  conduct  their  com- 
merce, and  expresses  trulj  great  surprise  (hat  his 
former  decree  on  the  subject  had  not  been  belter 
attended  to  by  them ;  in  which,  as  he  says,  he  had 
"left  no  doubt  as  to  the  sentiments  of  respect  due 
to  the  freedom  of  oavigaiion  and  neutral  rights." 
As  if  the  navigation,  the  commerce,  and  all  the 
rights  of  neutral  natiotis  depended  now  upon  tbe 
caprice  of  a  French  officer,  and  were,  like  tbe 
police  of  a  camp,  to  he  seitled  by  general  orders. 
And  this  same  Captain  General,  as  be  calls  him- 
self, pro  tempore^  besieged  by  a  parcel  of  unarmed, 
undisciplined,  half-starved  negroes,  without  the 
means  of  making  even  a  sortie  upon  them,  talb 
of  the  impufience  of  our  public  officers. and  threat- 
ens with  the  vengeance  of  his  mighty  arm,  all 
the  people  of  the  United  States  that  go  contrary 
to  his  orders.  Sir,  I  can  liken  this  proclamation 
to  nothing  but  the  idle  vaporingaof  a  fettered  ma- 
niac, menaCioF,  from,  the  grates  of  his  cell,  tb« 
overthrow  of  tbe  world.  1?  the  Pope  had  issued 
a  bull  of  excommunication  against  the  whole  of 
us,  it  could  not  have  been  half  so  ridiculous  as 
this  proclamation,  upon  which  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  on  my  left  (Mr.  Wbiobt)  has  in- 
advertently tested  as  one  of  the  strong  holds  of 
his  argument;  telling  ua,  to  use  his  own  words, 
that  il  was  a  requisition  (oo  imperious  to  be  re- 
sisted. Then,  sir,  anch  is  the  ground  ive  now 
occupy  among  nations,  that  the  mandate  of  a 
French  officer,  besieged  in  the  West  Indies  by  a 
rabble  of  slatviag  negroes,  is  a  requisition  (oo  im- 
perious for  us  to  resist.  Were  1  of  opinion  with 
that  honorable  member,  1  should  at  once  be  for 
soliciting  tbe  protection  of  those  blacks,  and  pray- 
ing of  them,  in  Henven's  name,  to  keep  where  he 
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is  this  miflihty  warrior,  this  terror  o(  our  land; 
but,  [hiuking  «»  I  Ho,  sir.  the  imperious  roao- 
ner  of  this  decree  ia  ona'of  the  reasocs  why  I 
shoald  not  oaly  re.sirt  it  if  neceaiiary,  but  treat  il 
wilb  the  mast  tnariied  and  sovereign  aoolempt. 
General  Ferraod  might  hare  been  serioas  in  writ- 
ing such  a  pruclamaiton,  or  decree,  expecting  il 
to  nave  some  operation  upon  the  feelings  atid  the 
fears  of  the  igiioranc  blacks  of  St.  Domingo,  but 
he  certainly,  even  himself,  could  never  hare  been 


eooiigh,  for  a  momenl  lo  suppose,  that  any 
Q  of  the  United   S(a:esj  arrived  at  years  of 


laturjty,  or  rather  of  disi 
in  reading  i(,  or  that  the  Qovernm 
try  vould  give  it  a  moment'i  aei 


whiJe  his  decree  is  before  us,  to  eiamine  a  few  of 
its  roost  promioenl  features.  By  the  first  arlicie, 
all  neutral  vessel!!  bound,  or  plausibly  suspecied 
to  be  bound  to,  or  coming  from,  what  he  calls  the 
rebel  porrs,  are  liable  lo  deienliou  ;  that,  in  the 
West  Indies,  means  candemnalion.  By  the  8ib 
article,  (he  officers,  pHssengen,  and  crewt.  of  such 
vessel!!,  are  direcled  to  be  sent,  as  soon  as  possible, 
prisoners  to  the  city  of  St.  Domingo,  to  be  prose- 
cuted according  toiherigor  of  the  laws.  And  by 
the  13th  article,  a  privateer  taking  nne  of  your 
vessels  from  any  port  in  possession  of  the  blacks. 
is  exempted  from  all  duties  upon  his  prize.  Here. 
indeed,  it  would  seem,  as  if  General  Ferrand,  in 
the  vaUDlinss  of  his  omnipolency,  had  suspended 
for  a  time  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nations,  the 
sacred  obliz&tions  of  treaties,  and  even  the  princi- 
ples of  right  and  justice,  in  order  to  settle  this 
Keat  qtiestioij,  uninfluenced  by  any  of  their  em- 
rrassiDg  regulations.  He  has  threaleaed  your 
citizens  with  the  ban  of  the  Empire ;  he  has  con- 
demned your  commerce  before  it  leaves  your 
ports;  and,  as  if  the  acknowledged  prince  of  pi- 
rates, has  proclaimed  a  reward  to  all  such  of  them 
as  will  plunder  you.  Among  the  many  very  ei- 
traordinary  parts  of  this  most  ettraordinary  docu- 
mem,  that  is  not  the  least  so  in  which  reference 
is  made. to  the  Ireaiy  between  France  and  the 
United  Stales ;  a  garbled  quotation  is  given  of  the 
26th  article,  and  then  a  case  is  roade  to  suit  it. 
We  are  told  that  "vessels  armed,  under  ibeAmer- 
'  ican  flag,  daily  convoy  and  sail  in  concert  with 
'  vessels  of  the  negroeN.  bearing  a  flag  unknown 
'  among  the  civilized  Powers,  and  consequently 
'  pirates."  This,  I  confess,  is  a,  circumstance  I  bad 
never  heard  of  before,  and  to  my  mind  almost  in- 
credible, that  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales 
should  be  so  blind,  to  their  interest  as  to  become 
the  mere  protectors  and  encouragers  of  others,  in 
carrying  on  a  commerce  thai  they  could  carry  on 
them-ielves  lo  so  much  greater  advantage,  espe- 
cially  when  the  risk  to  them  i»  precisely  the  same; 
and  that  lho»e  negroes  should  hazard  their  vessels, 
their  libertic!!,  and  iheii  lives,  in  transacting  a 
business  that  neutrals  are  every  hour  willing. 
reedy,  and  wailing  lo  tranvict  for  them.  But 
even  admitting  the  fact}  admiltinir,  for  argument 
nke,  that  certain  oegrocs  of  the  West  Indies  may 


have  acted  as  pirates,  and  that  some  vessel  or  ve»- 
seU  of  this  couQtrv,  may  have  afforded  them  pro- 
leclioQ  ujMia  the  nigh  seas.  Is  this  any  ground 
upon  which  lo  inhibit  ihe  whole  commerce  be* 
tween  Ihe  United  Slates  and  St.  Domingo  T  I 
a-k,  would  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
SiateR,  becoming  pirates  upon  the  coast  of  Eng- 
land, or  trading,  combining,  or  confederating  with 
pirates  there,  whic'i,  by  the  8ih  statute  of  George 
the  First,  is  made  the  same  thing,  be  any  justiti- 
cation  on  the  part  of  that  Ggvernment  to  inter- 
dict all  intercourse  with  this  couutryl  No  man 
in  his  senses  can  believe  or  say  so.  It  could  not, 
however,  have  escaped  the  aitenlio\i  of  the  Sea- 
ate,  that  ihii  circumstance,  so  much  relied  upon 
by  General  Ferrand,  has  never  been  even  hinted 
a^  either  by  the  French  Minister,  or  by  Mr.  Tal- 
leyrand, in  their  recent  communications  on  this 
subject  to  our  Government:  and  it  would  be  pass- 
ing slranae  indt'ed,  if  Mr.  Talleyrand,  of  all  other 
men  in  the  world,  should  pass  over  unnoticed  an 
occurrence  of  this  kind,  if  true,  when  for  the  want 
of  causes  of  complaint,  he  had  to  make  a.  dinner, 
and  the  toasts  ot  some  private  company  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  the  suHjeci  of  one  of  thero. 
An  affair  with  which  Mr.  Talleyrand  knows  well 
that  this  Government,  or  any  other  fr«e  Govern- 
ment, could  have  nothing  roore  to  do  than  they 
bad  with  a  complaint  thai  was  made  by  Mr.  Adet 
against  our  Almanac  makers,  for  placing  in  their 
Almanacs  the  name  of  the  British  Minister  before 
his.  But  gentlemen  will  find,  by  attending  to  the 
36ih  arlicie  of  the  Ireaty,  that  it  has  little  or  no 
connesion  with  ihe  present  question;  scarcely 
mure  relation  to  it  than  any  text  in  the  Apocry- 
pha, hut  was  introduced  merely  fur  the  punisn- 
ment  of  those  who  should  "receive,'proiect,  har- 
bor, conceal,  or  assist,  any  pirates  witbio  the  ports, 
havens,  or  towns,"  of  either  of  the  countries,  re- 
spectively. Il  is  not,  sir,  the  26ih,  but  the  12(h 
article  of  the  treaty,  thAt  bears  upon  our  present 
subject,  part  of  which  I  must  beg  leave  now  to 
read;  "It  shall  be  lawful  for  thecrtizens  of  either 
'  country  to  sail  with  their  ships  and  merchan- 
'  disc  (contraband  goods  always  escepleti)  from 
'  any  port  whatever  to  any  port  of  the  enemv  of 
'  the  other,  and  to  sail  and  trade  with  their  ships 
'  and  merchandise,  wilh  perfect  security  and  lih- 
'  erty,from  the  countries,  ports,  and  places  of  those 
'  who  are  enemies  of  both,  or  of  either  party,  wilh- 
'  out  any  oppo.sition  or  disturbance  whatsoever, 
'  and  to  pass  not  only  directly  from  the  places  and 
'  ports  of  the  enemy,  aforementioned,  to  neutral 
'  ports  and  places,  but  also  from  one  place  belong- 
'  ingtoao  enemy,  whether  they  be  under  ihe  juris- 
'  diction  of  the  same  Power,  or  under  several, 
'  unless  such  ports  or  places  shall  be  actually 
'  blockaded,  besieged,  or  invested."  Here,  sir,  is 
given  to  us  explicitly  the  right,  as  a  neutral  na- 
tion, of  trading  wilh  all  the  enemies  of  France, 
and  it  certainly  will  not  he  denied  that  the  people 
of  St,  Dotningo  are  such ;  and  not  only  of  trading 
directly  from  this  country  to  theirs,  but  from  any 
one  of  their  pons  to  any  other.  If  this  be  not  the 
plain  meaning  of  ihe  article  I  have  read,  there  is 
00  meaaing  in  words  i  «  treaty  is  a  mere  cut* 
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blBncti)*,  into  which  every  speculikti7e  politician 
may  foist  his  crtille  opioiona.  Our  right  iheu  to 
(his  commerce  does  not  depend  merely  upon  ihi 
laws'of  OBtioDs,  but  upon  the  solemn  obligaiiooi 
of  this  ioslrumeDt,  that  no  sophistry  can  evadi 
Dor  oWure  wiib  the  shadow  of  a  doubt. 

I  hold,  therefotF,  this  trade  to  be  lawful ;  that 
we  have  a  righi  to  carry  it  on ;  and  if,  in  doing  «o, 
We  are  annoyed  and  robbed  by  pirates,  we  have 
another  right,  ihac  of  arming  in  order  to  keepsucl 

feople  off.  What  do  we  arm  for,  sir'!  Is  it  ti 
ght  the  Freocli,  lo  iosull  the  flag,  to  distress  thi 
cominerce,  or  lo  disiurb  the  quiet  and  repose  of 
Buy  nation  1  No,  sir;  oar  condact  io  this  respect 
is  sanctioned  by  the  first  lawof  oatDte.  It  is  upon 
(he  same  principle  that  a  privnie  citizen  would 
prepare  himself  against  the  apprehended  atlBcka 
ofa  highway  robber  or  a  midnight  assassin.  It ' 
lo  derend  our  property  and  our  lives  against  th 
rapacity  and  violence  of  a  horde  of  pirates,  who 
are  notoriously  armed  every  hour  to  assault  them. 
and  whose  conduct  no  nation  will  avow,  punish, 
or  atone  for. 

We  have  been  eiultingly  told  by  Mr.  Talley 
rand,  and  il  has  been  echoed  from  this  Chamber 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Mit- 
CBiLL,)  that  even  the  British  consider  Si.  Do- 
mingo a  colony  of  France,  and  upon  this  princi- 
ple condemn  our  vesseU  for  trading  there.  I 
(rrant  that  such  a  pretext,  among  many  others, 
has  been  resorted  lo  in  order  to  destroy  our  com- 
merce; I  grant  that  such  an  infringement  of  our 
neutral  rights  has  been  committed,  and  the  rea- 
sons that  have  induced  it  must  be  obvious  lo  the 
most  superficial  observer.  The  British,  with  a 
m'onopoly  of  this  commerce  themselves,  and  those 
same  Engliiihmen  who  now  condemn  our  ve 
for  trading  to  Si.  Domingo,  upon  the  ground  of 
its  being  a  FreDch  colony,  heretofore,  when  it 
suited  their  purposes,  so  far  acknowledged  the  in- 
dependence of  those  very  people  as  to  enter  into 
m  Commercial  Treaty  witli  them,  and  are 
not  only  in  the  conniant  practice  of  trading  there 
themselves,  but  of  granting  licenses  lo  others  to 
do  so.  I  hope,  however,  the  day  has  not  c 
when  our  commerce  is  lo  be  under  the  control  of 
the  Lords  uf  the  Admiralty,  or  our  national  rights 
dependent  upon  the  judicial  opinions  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Scott ;  and  the  learned  gentleman  from  New 
York  must  indeed  have  been  pressed  with  the 
barrenness  uf  his  case  when  he  had  to  resort  lo 
such  an  argument,  derived  from  such  a  source. 
The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr,  Kitchel,) 
I  must  in  caodor  say,  has,  in  support  of  the  pres- 
ent measure,  assumed  premises  lolatly  new  and 
different.  His  reasons,  like  most  of  those  we  have 
been  accustomed  lately  to  hear,  were  in  the  true 
style  of  modern  legislation,  enveloped  in  all  the 
mysteries  of  secrecy.  He  tells  us  that  we  had 
better  eive  up  this  commerce,  because  il  is  not 
raluable.  Where  the  gentleman  obtained  this 
piece  of  information  is  utterly  beyond  the  com- 
prehension of  my  understanding:  none  such,  cer- 
tainly, has  ever  been  laid  before  us;  nor  did  be 
condescend  to  give  us  a  clUe  to  its  source ;  but  as 
if  sufficient  to  urge  it  upon  our  faith  with  all  the 


confidence  of  apostolic  inspiration — to  us  who 
doubted,  he  refused  eren  an  opportunity  of  ac- 
quiring knowledge  through  any  other  channel; 
voted  against  the  propositions  of  my  friend  and 
colleague,  which  went  to  ask  of  the  Executive 
the  acluei  state  of  this  commerce,  and  to  a.scer- 
lain  its  real  »alne.  To  do  strict  justice  to  the 
gentleman's  argument,  it  issimply  this,  that  when- 
ever any  foreign  Power  may  please  to  demand  of 
us  the  surrender  ofa  right,  however  just  and  hon- 
est it  may  be ;  however  it  may  comport  with  the 
dignity  of  the  Qovernment  to  preserve  it ;  if.  in  a 
pecuniary  foini  of  view;  if  opon  a  cool  peddling 
calculation  of  risk,  profit,  and  loss,  it  cannot  be 
deemed  of  high  value,  we  are  at  once  to  give  it 
up.  This  argument,  I  will  confess,  is  worthy  of 
the  bill.  So  striking,  and  of  such  a  kind  is  their 
affinity,  that  they  seem  peculiarly  calculated  to 
expose  each  other,  and  to  excite  in  every  mind 
valuing  the  honor,  the  dignity,  and  the  character 
of  (he  nation,  like  sentiments  of  disgust.  The 
case  cited  by  ibe  gendeman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Maclay,)  of  the  Indians,!  think  in  1755, 
under  the  avowed  authority,  direction,  and  sup- 
port of  the  French  Oovprnnientj  ravaging  our 
froniiers,  surely  can  have  no  relation  to  the  ques- 
tion before  us.  Has  this  Government  ever  fur- 
nished arms  and  ammunition,  or  done  any  other 
act  in  order  Co  assist  and  encourage  the  people  of 
St.  Domingo  in  attacking  the  countries  of  their 
neighbors?  I  cannot  conceive  what  subject  that 
might  have  been  before  Congress  during  our  pres- 
ent session,  the  eentleraan  must  have  bad  in  his 
mind,  to  which  ne  supposed  this  case  could  ap- 
ply ;  cerlainlj'  not  the  present;  it  is  infinitely  more 
distant  in  potnt  of  analogy  than  of  date.  I  have 
been  exerimg  my  imagination  lo  discern  any  ob- 
ject or  bearing  it  can  have,  that  I  might  endeavor 
to  meet  it,  but  ihe  (Dial  impossibiiiiy  of  the  one, 
will  save  me  Ihe  trouble  of  ihe  other. 

A  few  words  now,  Mr.  President,  as  to  the  im- 
poiicv  of  adopting  the  present  measure,  1  feat 
and  believe  it  will  have  a  tendency  to  inerease 
one  of  the  great  evils  at  present  so  much  com- 
plained of  by  our  merchants;  the  number  of  pi- 
rates and  freebooters  in  the  West  Indian  seas.  Il 
will  have  the  further  effect  of  throwing  into  the 
hands  of  other  nations,  especially  the  British,  a 
valuable  commerce,  at  present  conducted  by  our 
own  citizens.  But  there  is  another  far  more  se- 
rious consequence,  which,  in  all  human  probabilt- 
(y,  may  result  from  it,  and  to  which  I  be^  leave 
to,call  the  attention  of  the  gentlemen  from  our 
Southern  country.  With  the  people  of  St.  Do- 
mingo we  are  now  at  peace;  Ihe  advantages  of 
our  commerce  to  them,  and  their  immediate  de- 
pendence upon  us  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  form 
the  strongest  security  we  could  possibly  ask,  or 
re,  that  no  act  of  ho^lrlicy  will  be  attempted 
iheir  part  toward  us  while  we  continue  to  treat 
them  ns  herelafore  ;  hut  only  restrict  or  embarrass 
your  commerce  with  them  [  only  pass  a  measure 
like  the  present,  and  you  wound  them  in  the  ten- 


consider  you  IS  hsTing  abandoned  your  neutral 


Digitized  byGOOglC 


mSTOET  OF  CONORffilS. 


131 


Fhbdabt,  1306. 


Trade  tDilK  St.  Domingo. 


Senati. 


E round,  and  sided  wiih  their  enemies.  Wbat  will 
Mhe  coDsequeDce?  Does  an]r  genilemaa  sun- 
P09e  that  nearly  a  raillioD  of  people  will  patieutljr 
starTe  whea  the  seu  arouoa  them  ace  covered 
iritb  our  defenceless  merchantnieD,  laden  wilh 
provisioDn?  Na,Bir,impassible.  Id  addilioa  ibea 
10  the  reoegftdaes  that  at  present  prey  upon  you 
there,  you  immedialely  btini;  upon  your  traae  a 
whole  nalioD  of  pirates.  Those  people  are  now 
content  to  slay  at  borne  to  till  their  own  fields,  to 
fight  their  own  bacilea.  and  to  depend  upon  as  for 
supplies.  I  do  not  wlah  to  see  their  views  eitead 
further.  I  do  not  wish  to  see  them  naTigniing 
the  ocean,  or  tasting  the  sweets  of  maritime  plua- 
der.  Such  thinga  are  much  easier  learned  than 
forgotten;  much  more  readily  resorted  to  than 
given  up;  and  I  consider  the  general  commerce 
and  prosperity  of  the  United  States,  but  more  es- 
pecially the  delicate  situation  of  our  Souihera 
country,  viewing  its  particular  description  of  pop- 
ulation, and  coorenience  to  them,  as  imposing 
upon  us  (he  strongest  obligations  to  offer  them  no 
iaducements  to  resort  lo  either.  Whatever  inier- 
couTse  takes  place  hetween  us,  1  wish  to  be  in 
their  own  ports,  and  will  never  do  an  act  that 
shall  have  a  tendency  Ip  bring  to  our  shares  such 
visilors,either  as  friendji  or  as  enemies;  and  I  be- 
lieve this  is  the  true  course  to  avoid  the  calamity 
which  some  gentlemen  seem  so  much  lo  appre- 
hend, and  which  1  should  deprecate  as  sincerely 
as  any  man. 

I  rejoice  that  the  President  haa  expressed,  in 
liis  laie  Message,  a  di.°position  to  lake  into  the 
protection  of  the  Government  the  commerce  of 
the  United  Slater,  tbouicb  little  has  yet  been  d( 


PeoDsyl' 

syr 


[empied.  This  project  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ivania  I  hope  forms  no  part  of  the  new 
and  he  would  have  acied  wisely  before  he 


lubmiited  it  to  have  examined  betli 
queoces,  and  lo  have  looked  for  a  moment  at  ihe 

gresenl  condiiion  of  our  commerce.  What  is  it  7 
lundered  upon  every  coast  and  in  every  sea,  your 
flag,  instead  of  being  a  protection  against  insult, 
seems  to  have  become  an  invitation  to  injury. 
The  British,  the  Freoch,  and  the  Spaniards,  m 
the  ra;io  of  their  force,  treat  ui  with  like  iadig- 
uities;  this  is  the  only  point  in  which  Ihcy  can 
agree.  The  former  have  adopted,  and  openly 
avow  a  system  of  meaisares  that,  if  not  counter- 
acted, must  go  lo  deprive  us  of  the  most  import- 
ant of  out  neutral  rights ;  while  the  two  latter  are 
anxiously  rivalling  each  other  in  the  most  taw- 
less  and  piratical  depredations  upon  our  defence' 
less  trade;  even  the  commissioned  vessels  of  our 
GovernmcDt  have  not  been  Buffered  lo  pass  tba 
high  seas  without  insult  and  violeoce.  The  Brit- 
ish and  the  French,  whenever  it  suiii  iheir  views, 
blockade  our  very  jraris;  the  British  lake  their 
pcsitioD  off  Hew  York,  so  as  lo  be  convenient  lo 
the  courts  of  Halifax;  and  our  friends,  the  French, 
lo  whom  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has 
told  ua  we  should  be  so  particularly  civil,  lake 
occasionally  into  iheir  holy  keeping,  the  com- 
merce  of  Charlealon  and  New  Orleans,  so  as  lo 
be  ai  a  conrenienc  disiance  from  the  British.  Oui 
trade  with  Si.  Domingp,  indead,  ihe  Freacb  b*ve 


not  beeo  able  to  stop,  nor  have  even  the  British 
vel  assumed  to  themselves  this  marilime  right} 
but  the  genileman  from  Pennsylvania,  in  hU 
great  good  faith  and  abundant  charily,  will  noir 
anticipate  their  wishes,  and  do  it  for  them.  This, 
indeed,  surpasses  even  Christian  meekness;  it  is 
not  only,  when  smilten  upon  one  cheek,  turning 
the  other  also,  but  chastening  ourselves,  with  mora 
than  monkish  severity,  in  the  most  vulnerable 

On  motion,  by  one  of  the  majority,  to  recooeider 
the  fourth  section,  which  restricts  ihe  operatioi 
■of  the  law  to  one  year,  it  passed  in  ihe  negative. 

On  motion,  to  agree  to  ihe  final  passage  of  the 
bill,  it  was  determined  iu  the  affirmative — yeas  21, 
nays  8,  as  follows : 

Yii»~Mesin.  Andenun,  BsJdwin,  Bradley,  Condit, 
Fenner,  Gsill&rd,.  Otltnin,  Honlind,  Kitcbel,  LogaUi 
Maclav,"  Mitchill.  Moore,  Smith  of  Muylind,  Baiith  irf 
New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Bmitb  of  Tenneasea,  Bmif 
IM,  Turner,  Worthington,  and  Wright. 

NiTD— Mnsn.  Ailuna,  Bayud,  Hillbanae,  Fickar- 
ing,  Plumei,  Stone,  Tracy,  and  White. 

So  it  was  Ruolved,  That  this  hill  pass,  that  il 
be  engrossed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An, 
act  to  suspend  tbecoramercial  intercourse  between 
Ihe  Dniied  States  and  certain  parts  of  the  island 
of  St.  Domingo." 

Fbidat,  February  21. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the 
Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Congregation  trf" 
Oeorgelowo,"  was  read  the  second  time  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Ta*,ov,  MtTCHiLL,  aod  SuiTHof 
Maryland,  lo  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
made  yesterday,  "that  a  committee  be  appointed 
lion  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
present  to  him  the  Iwo  resolutions  passed  on  ihe 
13ib  and  t4ih  instant, "  and  Agreed  thereto;  and 
Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland  and  Mi-rc bill  were 
ap^inled  the  committee. 

The  Senate  reMimed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  hill  for  (he  protection  and  inilemniS- 
calion  of  American  seamen  ;  and  ihe  bill  having 
been  reported  to  the  House  without  amendment 
on  motion,  that  the  further  consideraiion  (hereof 
be  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  io  December 
next,  it  paased  in  the  negative— yeas  10.  nays  1^ 

I  follows : 

Ysis— Menn.  Bradley,  Condit,  Oilman,  Kitcbelt 
Hitckill,  McKne,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio, 
Smith  of  Vermont,  and  Turner. 

Nats— MoHis.  Adair,  Adams,  Baldwia,  Bayard, 
Fenner,  Gttilra«l,  Hillboose,  Howland,  Logan,  Maclay» 
Pickering,  Flumer,  Smith  oi  Maryland,  Stona,  Sumter, 
Thruston,  Tracj,  Worthington,  and  Wright. 

Orderfd,  That  thit  bill  be  referred  lo  Messrs. 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Wbight,  Maclay,  Bayarb, 
nd  Tracy,  lo  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  following  motion  was  submitled  for  coa,- 
ideralion  : 

That  a  oommittM  be  ^ipointei]  to  coauiler  vaA  r»- 
portwhal  further  mauiirei  ais  neceHviy  to  ba  adopted 
by  Cangreu  for  the  protection  of  American  leaatMlt 
and  have  leave  to  report  bj  bill  at  otheiwke." 
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The  bill,  eotiiled  "Aa  act  declaring  the  cod- 
sent  of  Congress  to  no  act  of  the  Slate  of  Pfnn- 
cylvariia,  entitled  'An  act  (o  empower  the  Board 
of  Wardens  for  the  pan  of  Philailelphia  to  collect 
a  cerlaio  duly  on  tonnage,  for  the  purposes  there- 
in mentioned,"  was  read  the  third  time;  and  it 
was  agreed  that  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philip 
Nickhn  and  Robert  Eagieffield  Griffiih,"  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
lead  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  that  it  he 

Raolved.  That  the  PaisinEUT  of  the  Senate  and 
tbeSpEiEia  of  the  House  of  Re  presents  Civea  be  Bu- 
thortied  to  sdjourn  their  respectiie  Houses  on  Monday 
tbe  10th  day  of  March  neit : 

Ordertd,  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration. 

The  hill,  entitled  "An  act  relating  to  boDdx 
given  by  marshals,"  wax  read  the  third  lime,  end 
the  further  consideration  tbeieof  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

Tbe  atneDdment  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  hill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
■ale  of  a  tract  of  land  in  the  town  of  Cincionaii 
and  State  of  Ohio,"  was  lead  and  ordered  to  lie 
for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  amendment  re- 
ported to  the  bill,  enijiled  "An  act  extending  the 
powers  of  the  Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory 
of  Louisiana,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and,  hav- 
ing disagreed  thereto,  and  reported  the  bill  with- 
out arnendment, 

Ordered,  Thai  It  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

MoNDAT,  February  24. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philip 
Hicklin  and  Robert  EaglesGeld  Qriffiih,"  was  read 
the  second  lime  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Shitb, 
Maclay,  and  Baldwin  to  coniuder  and  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  KiTCBEL  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Mansfield  and  others,  praying  that  that  part  of  the 
district  of  Perth  Aml>oy  which  is  called  tbe  town 
of  Jersey  may  be  made  a  port  of  entry  ;  and  the 
petition  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  19ih  instant,  who  have  tinder 
consideration  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring 
the  town  of  Jersey,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersev,  to 
be  a  port  of  delivery,  and  for  erecting  a  light-house 
on  Wood  Island,  or  Fletcher's  Neclc,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts;"  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Agreeably  lo  the  order  of  the  day  the  Senate 
took  into  consideration,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  for  classing  the  militia,  and  as- 
signing to  each  class  its  particular  dtiiies;  antf 
tfae  bill,  having  been  further  amended,  was  re- 
ported to  the  House  accordingly. 
'  Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading;  ■■ 
•mended. 


The  hill,  entitled   "An   act  relating    to    bondi 
[iven  by  Marshals,"  was  rend  the  third  time,  and 


"  That  the  Senate  now  proceed  to  elect  a  committee 
of  three  mcmben,  to  execute,  jointly  with  a  commJUn 
te  be  appointed  by  the  House  of  Repreieilt«tiTes,  ths 
puiposei  eipreued  in  "  the  act  for  the  further  lupporl 

of  the  library :" 

It  was  agreed  tbat  this  motion  lie  for  consider- 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  consent 
of  Oongiess  to  an  actof  the  Stale  of  PennsylraniiL 
entitled  'An  act  to  empower  the  Board  of  Want- 
ens  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  to  collect  a  cer- 
tain duty  on  tonnage  for  the  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned, was  read  the  third  time  ;  and  it  was  agreed 
that  ihe  second  section  thereof  be  struck  out. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  as  amended. 

Mr.  Thrcston  presented  the  petition  of  John 
James  Dufuur,  staling  that  he  and  his  associates, 
some  years  since,  iinrchased  a  certain  lot  of  pub- 
lic land,  for  thecultivationof  the  vine;  and  pray- 
ing that  further  time  maybe  allowed  them  for 
payment  of  their  iaslalmeals  in  arrear;  and  the 
petition  was  redd  and  referred  lo  Messrs.  Tbrd»- 
TON,  Tbacy,  and  Baldwin,  to  consider  and  te- 

Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  from  the  commiiiee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  oili,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Philip  Nicklin  and  Robert  Eagles- 
Geld  GrilEih,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  look  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  auihotizin^  the  sale  of  a  tract 
of  land  in  the  town  of  Cincinnati,  and  Sttiie_of 
Ohio:"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  extending  the  pow- 
ers of  Ihe  Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of 
LDui^iana,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the 
ihird  time,  and  after  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

TttEeoAT,  February  25. 

Ur.  WoRTHtNOTON, from  iheeommiltee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  tbe  17ih  instant,  tbe  bill  entitled 
'-An  act  ftr  the  relief  of  the  CKjvemors,  Jud^e^ 
and  Secretary,  of  the  Indiana  Territory,"  reported 
the  bill  with  amendments;  which  were  read  and 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  took  into  considostion,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  the  bill  to  prevent  the  abuse 
of  the  privileges  and  immunities  enjoyed  by  for- 
eign Ministers  within  the  United  Siatd. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  there- 
of be  the  order  of  the  dav  fur  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  Ihe  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  concerning  the  librarjr  for  the  use  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress,"  in  which  they  desire  tbe 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  lasi  brouj;ht  up  for  coDcnrrenee  wms 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  readioe. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
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bill ,  entitled  "Ad  act  rzlending  the  powers  or  the 
Surveyor  Geoeral  to  the  Territory  of  LouLsiaoa, 
sod  for  other  purposes;"  and  oa  the  questioa  to 
agree  to  the  fioal  jwi^age  of  thii  bill,  it  was  de- 
termioed  in  the  affiriOBtive — yeas  15,  nays  11,  as 
follows: 

Y»a — Mcacn  Andenan,  Baldwin,  Condit,  FcDiier, 
HowUsd,  Kitchel.  Mada;,  MilchUl,  3mith  of  New 
Vork,  8mith  of  Teaaamee,  Stooe,  Sumter,  Turnar, 
and  WoTtliiDgloD. 

N^Ti— Mean.  Adur,  Adsnia,  Barard,  Biadlej,  Gil- 
man,  HiUhooM,  Pickering,  Pluowr,  Sfflith  of  Maijland, 
Smith  of  Venoont,  atid  Wright. 

Bo  it  was  RaoltKd,  That  this  bill  do  pass. 

The  bill  for  classing  the  militia  and  assigning 
to  each  class  its  particular  duties,  was  read  the 
third  time;  nnd  on  rootion  to  amend  this  elatiE 
ol'  the  bill :  "  and  be  subject  to  the  rules,  reguli 
tioDS,and  article*,  pro7ided  for  the^Ternmentof 
ibe  same,"  to  read  ak  follows:  "And  besabjecl  to 
the  rules  to  be  prorided  for  the  gorerameDt  of  the 
Militia:"  it  passed  in  the  negaiive. 

On  motion  to  a^ree  to  the  Rnal  passage  of  the 
bill  as  amended,  it  passed  la  iha  negative — yeas 
8,  nays  19,  as  follows : 

Y*i»— Menn.  Adair,  Bmith  of  M«7lind,  Smith  ol 
Obis,  Smith  of  Vermont  Thrtwton,  Tnmer,  Woitbing- 
ton,  and  Wright 

Nits — Ml  sm  Adams,  Andcison,  BaldwiD,  Brad- 
ley,  Candit,  Fanner,  QmiUard,  Oilman,  Uillhouse,  Kil- 
^lal,  Logan,  Maday,  Milchiil,  Pickering,  Flumar, 
Smilh  <rf  Hew  York,  Smith  of  TeUDssMc,  f^one,  and 
Sumter. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 

Mr.  Kitchel,  from  the  comtnitlee  to  wht 
wu  referred,  on  the  19[h  instant,  the  bill,  entiil 
''An  act  declaring  the  toaro  of  Jersey,  in  the  Stale 
af  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of  delivery,  and  for 
erecting  a  light  bouseon  Wood  Island  or  Fletchet'ii 
Neck,  in  the  State  of  Massac husetu,"  reported 
the  bill  wiihout  amendment. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  on  tbe 
24Lh  instant,  "that  a  committee  be  appointed 
jointly,  with  a  committee  to  be  appointed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  tbe  purposes  ex- 
pressed in  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  for  the  fur- 
ther support  of  the  library,"  and  the  motion  was 
adopted  ;'  and 

Ordered,  That  Messrs,  Mitchill,  Baldwin, 
and  Adams,  be  the  committee  on  their  part. 

Wedsesday,  February  26. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend  an  act,  eo- 
tiiled  'Ad  act  concemiog  ihe  library  for  the  use 
ofbolb  Hoaiesof  Congress,"  was  rfad  ihe  second 
time,aad  referred  to  Messrs.  ANDEnaoN,  Balu- 
vm,  and  Mitcbili.,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  ameodmeuu  reported  by 
the  special  commitiee  to  the  bill.enliiled  "Ao  act 
for  the  relief  of  ihe  Ooveroor,  Judges,  and  Secre- 
tary, of  ihe  Indiana  Territory  ;"  and  the  amend- 
meois  having  been  amended,  were  adopted,  and 
ibe  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  accotdiogiy. 


Ordtnd,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  aa 
amended. 

Mr.  LoQAK,  from  the  commitiee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  3d  instant,  tbe  bill  for  the  punish- 
ment of  counterfeiting  the  current  coin  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  for  other  purposes,  reported 
tbe  bill  without  ameadmeat. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  eotitled 
"An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  PbiUp  Nicklin  and  Robert 
Eaglesfield  Qriffith."  And  on  the  question,  Shall 
ibis  bill  pass  to  tbe  lliird  reading?  it  was  detei^ 
mined  in  llie  negative.     So  the  bill  was  lost. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeniativea 
iofurmed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  agree  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Seoaie  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  actfor  altering  tbe  time  for  holding  ifaecircuit 
court  in  the  distrirl  of  North  Carolina,"  with  aa 
arnendment,  in  which  tbey  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senaie.  Th^y  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  enabliog  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  make  restitution  to  the  Governnient  of 
Denmark  for  the  capiure  and  eoDdemoatioa  of 
tbe  Danish  brigantine,  called  tbe  Henrick,  and 
her  cargo ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  tbe  second  reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ment of  tbe  House  of  Represenialives  to  the 
amendmenisof  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  foralier- 
ering  tbe  lirne  for  holding  the  circuit  court  in  the 
district  of  North  Carotioa,"  and  agreed  therein. 

Mr.  MiTOBiLL,  from  the  commitiee  appointed 
on  the  subject,  submitted  to  the  consideration  nf 
tbe  Senate,  a  report  on  those  parts  of  the  memo- 
rials from  the  merchants  of  New  York,  and  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  New  Haven,  which 
relate  to  providing  a  further  naval  armament  for 
the  public  defence,  as  follows  : 

"In  addition  to  the  strong  reasons  urged  in  thoao 
tno  memorials,  the  committee  refer  to  the  President's 
Mesuge  of  the  third  day  of  December  last,  Informing 
Congreu  that  considerelile  provision  had  beau  made 
under  former  authorities,  or  miterisls  for  conBlrncting 
ihip  of  war,  that  these  nera  on  hand,  and  subject  to 
:he  will  of  die  Legislature;  and  to  two  eommunica-, 
tions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  December 
16th  and  Slat,  I80e,  giving  information  that  large  sn^ 
plies  of  timber,  cannon,  copper,  and  other  valnable  lat^ 
terials  for  that  object,  had  been  already  bought  and  paid 
for. 

Calcnlating  the  moderate  appropriation  which  will 
be  required  to  sogment,  to  a  verj  reapoctable  degree, 
'he  ntvat  force  of  the  nation  ;  contemplating  tha  insnlto 
.nd  depredations,  committed  by  fbreigncrs  near  on 
oasta,  and  at  the  very  mouths  of  our  most  frequented 
harbors;  and eatimating  Ihe  pioteetioo  and  secarity  to 
the  lenitory  of  the  nation,  and  to  the  penoos  and  prop- 
erty of  its  dtiiena,  hj  an  anlaigement  of  the  means  of 
naritime  defence,  the  oommittes  recommend  an  adoiK 
tioa  of  the  following  resolution,  to  wit : 

That  it  is  eipcdieot  lo  make  proviaion  by  law  ibt 
the  appro;Miatian  of  any  balance  which  may  remain 
nneapeoded  of  the  Mediterranean  fund,  to  the  purpose 
of  building  ships  of  thr  linej  under  the  diioctioa  of  the 
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Pnudant  of  Ihe  UniUil  Slmtci,  agiceKblr  to  Uia  pro- 

TOion»ofthe  act  of  Februsrj  36,1799." 
Ordered,  Thai  il  lie  for  cont.ide(BtioD. 
The  Senale  resumed  the  consid  era  lion  of  the 
tmendments  to  the  bill,  eniitled  "An  act  reUling 
to  bonds  given  by  marshals;"  and  the  ameud- 
ments  were  adopted  i  and  the  bill  having  been 
farther  BtDended,  its  further  coosideraiion  was 
pottpoDed. 

THimsDiy,  February  27. 

The  Phebidest  communicated  the  report  of 
tbe  CommissioDen  for  the  district  east  of  Pearl 
river,  of  the  Brtiii>h  grants  of  lands  lying  in  that 
district,  in  conformity  with  the  7ih  section  of  the 
*'Act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  and  providing 
for  tbe  disposafof  the  lands  of  the  United  Slates 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  ;"  and  the  report 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  considemlion. 

The  bill,  entitled  '>Aq  bi:(  enabling  the  Presi- 
dem  of  the  United  States  to  make  restitution  to 
the  OoTernmenl  of  Denmark  for  the  capture  and 
condenmatioD  of  the  Danish  brigsn  tine,  called  the 
Henrick,  and  her  cargo,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Bradley,  BALnwiN, 
and  MiTcHiLL,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senale  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeit- 
ing the  current  coin  of  the  United  Slateii,  and  for 
other  purposes;  and  on  motion  to  strike  out  the 
fourth  Kectton  of  the  bill,  as  follows : 

"  8ic.  4.  And  bi  U  further  enaeied.  That  if  any 

pcnon  Ehtll  false);  mt.'it  any  kind  of  gold  or  lilier  coi 
eonnterfeit  to,  or  inlmded  to  memble  ibreign  gold 
allTw  ooinB,  which  ^lall  not  by  law  be  mmda  eurre 
■ODey  within  the  United  Stales,  with  an  intent  to  attcr 
w  make  payment  with  tbe  aune,  by  mercbuiiliiini^ 
Otharwiaei  or  who  shall  utterany  loieisn  coins  of  gold 
M  ailver,  eountcifiiit  to,  or  intended  to  reatimble    ' 
ibreign  gold  or  lilver  coins  aforeuid,  knowing  the  si 
to  be  counterfeit;  e^eiy  sach  person  •hall  be  dcamed 
guilty  of  •  higb  tnisdenieuiai,  and  upon  convi 
wereof,  according  to  due  course  of  law,  shall  forfeit  end 

pay dollar*,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 

iTniled  Stales,  and  tbe  other  moiety  to  the  use  of  the 
peraon  or  penaus  who  shall  sue  for  (he  same;  and, 
inoreo*er,  ihaU   be   imprisoned  not  eiceeding  

It  oaned  in  the  affirmative — yeas  17,  nays  11, 
M  folio  wa : 

YiAs — Heasrs.  Adams,  Andenon.  Baldwin,  Condit, 
Fenner,  Gilman,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Mitchill,  Moore, 
Pickering,  Smith  of  Maiyland,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Smith  of  Tennessee,  Thruaton,  While,  and  Wright. 

N»iB — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Hi]lhouse,  l.ogan, 
HacUy,  Plumer,  Smith  of  Veimont,  Stone,  Sflmlei, 
Turner,  and  Woiilungtan. 

And  (he  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  House, 
it  was  ordered  lo  (be  third  reading,  as  amended. 

Mr.  ScHTEii,  from  (he  committee  to  whom  ws 
referred,  an  the  13th  of  January  last,  the  bill,  er 
tilled  "An  ac[  for  ei<tablishing  rules  and  atlicles 
for  th«  govemmfot  of  (he  armiei  of  the  United 
fllBles,"  reported  amendments  ibereio ;  which 
vers  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 


whom  was  referred,  on  the  31cl  of  January  laii, 
(he  bill  for  the  proteclioa  and  indemniGcalioa  of 
American  seamen,  reported  it  with  amendmeoiii 
which  weie  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consid- 
eration. 

A  message  from  (be  House  of  Represeatntire* 
informed  (he  Senate  thai  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  (o  coDlinue  in  force  an  act, 
eniitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  ot  War 
lo  issue  laud  warrants,  and  for  other  purposes;" 
also  a  bill,  eniitled  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter 
Landais  ;"  in  which  bills  ihey  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  tvo  billa  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  lead,  end  ordered  lo  the  second  reading. 

The  following  motion  was  sttbmiited  for  con- 

Saoked,   That copiea  of  the  Constitution  <f 

the  United  States,  with  the  amendmenta  which  tune 
been  made  thereto,  be  printed  lor  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

FaiDAT,  February  26. 

Mr.  LoojLN  gare  notice  ihal  he  should,  on  Mon- 
day next,  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  io- 
corporste  a  Matronal  Academy. 

Mr.  QiiLLABD,  from  the  coram i I (ee  to  wbon 
was  referred,  on  the  llifa  instant,  the  hill,  entiiltd 
"  An  act  declaring  (he  consent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  Stale  of  Soulh  Carolina,  pastsed  on  the 
twenty-firs!  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one 
lhousai)4  eight  hundred  and  four,  so  far  as  tba 
same  relates  to  authorizing  the  City  Council  of 
Charleston  lo  impose  and  collect  a  duty  on  ton- 
nage of  vessels  from  foreign  porls,"  reported  the 
bill  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aci  for  the  relief  of  Pe- 
ter Landais,"  was  read  (he  second  lime,  and  refer- 
red to  Messrs.  Mitcsill,  Smith  of  Maryland,  aad 
BaLnwiN,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  recommending  additional  fortiS- 
calioDs,  and  other  means  of  defence,  for  the  eiif 
aud  harbor  ofNew  York,  for  Charleston,  and  other 
places,  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  eonlioDe  in  foree 
an  Hcl,  entitled  'An  act  lo  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  issue  land  warrants,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," was  read  the  second  lime,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  WoRTaiNOTOM,  Kitchel,  and  Baldwin, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  hill  for  the  punishment  of  eaunterfeiting 
tbe  current  coin  of  the  United  Slates,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  town  of  Jersey, 
in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of  deliv- 
ery ;  and  for  erecting  a  light'house  on  Wood 
Island,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  the  Stale  of  Massa- 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  toa  third  reading. 

The  Senale  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Cam- 
miiiee  of  ihe  Whole,  ihe  amendments  reported  by 
ihe  select  committee  to  the  bill  foe  Ihe  protection 
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)d  indeinniGcBlion  i^  Am  erics  n  tetmen;  and, 

^   I ving  progressed  th«r«ia  lO  far  as  to  strike  oul 

I  the  original  bill  except  the  enaciing  clause, 

li  haviog  diasfEreed  to  the  first  teetioD  reported 

'  the  Hpvcia)  commiitee  as  a  lubintute, 

Ordered,  Thit  the  bill,  ro^ether  vitb  the  re- 

ainiog  pan  of  the  amend  men  It   reported,  be 

1  committed  to  Messrs  Bavahd,  Smith  of  Marv- 

land,  Baldwik,  Adams,  Bradley,  MiTOHii.L,aiid 

PioxBRiMo.  farther  to  considef  and  report  tbereoo. 

M  ON  DAT,  Uatcb  3. 

Mr.  Bhadlet.  from  tbe  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  Uth  of  February  last,  a  bill, 
.  entitled  "Ad  act  declarins  the  Rsseot  of  CongreM 
tOBD  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  ihe  Stale  of 
North  Carolina,  together  with  ceriain  resolutions 
submiiied  the  ]9ih  day  of  December  last,  report- 
ed, in  part,  "A  bill  to  authorize  the  Stale  of  Ten- 
nessee to  iKsue  grants  and  perfect  tiilea  to  ceriain 
lands  therein  described  ;  and  to  settle  claims  on 
Ihe  vaeanl  and  unappropriated  landa  within  the 
teme ;"  and  ihe  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the 
■econd  readtriK. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repretentalires 
informed  tbe  Senate  that  the  House  aeree  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  tbe  b]il,entitled 
"An  aei  to  extend  jarisdietion  in  certain  eases  io 
State  jndges  and  Slate  eourli;"  with  amend- 
menia,  ID  which  tbey  desire  tbe  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments to  the  amendments  on  Ihe  bill  last  men- 
tioned ;  and  they  were  referred  to  Messrs.  Bald- 
win, MiTCHiLL,  and  Tract,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  pro- 
hibiting fora  limited  time  the  ezportation  of  arms 
mi  ammtraiiion  from  the  United  Siaiea  and  the 
territories  thereof,"  be  tbe  order  of  the  day  for 
Monday  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relating  to  bonds 
fHTen  by  marshals."  was  read  the  third  lime  m 
amended,  and  passed. 

PRIVaEOES  OF  FORfilGN  MimSTERS. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comoiitlee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  ameodment  reported  by  the  select 
commiiiee  to  the  bill  lo  prevent  ihe  abuse  of  ibe 

Kivileges  and  immunities  enjoyed  by  foreign 
ini&iers  within  ihe  United  Slates. 
Mr.  Adams.— There  are  two  poiuisof  view,  Mr. 
President,  in  which  it  appears  lo  me  lo  be  import- 
ant that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  tboujd  be  con- 
sidered— the  one  as  they  relate  lo  the  l»ws  of  na- 
tions, and  tbe  other  as  they  regard  ihe  Coostitulion 
of  the  United  Sialei.  From  both  these  sources 
have  arisen  inducements  combining  to  produce 
conTiclioQ  upon  my  mind  of  ihe  pioprielv,  and 
indeed  the  nece^isiiy,  of  some  ueasure  similar  in 
principle  t^  that  which  I  have  had  the  honor  lo 
propose.  I  shall  lake  the  liherly  losUte  ihem  in 
their  ttirna,  eadeaToring  to  beep  ifaem  as  disiinci 
from  nwh  other  as  tbe  gr«at  nod  obvioos  differ- 
ence of  iheir  cbametei  reqaires,  and  thai  ibeir 
combination  on  this  occaaioB  may  a[^mr  in  the 


striking  light  which    may  render  it  the  most 
eSeetual. 

By  the  lawsof  nations,  a  foreign  Minister  is  en- 
titled, not  barely  to  the  general  security  and  pro- 
tection which  the  laws  of  every  civilized  people 
extend  to  the  subjects  of  other  nations  residinff 
among  them.  He  is  indulged  with  many  privi- 
leges of  a  high  and  aneommon  naittre — with  many 
exemptions  from  ihe  operation  of  the  laws  of  the 
country  where  he  resides,  and, among  others,  with 
a  geoertl  exemption  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
judicial  coaris.boih  civil  and  CTiminal.  This  im< 
mnnity  is,  in  liispecl  to  tbe  criminal  jurisdiction, 
without  iimitaiioa;  and  an  Ambassador,  i hough 

Suillyofthe  mnat  aggravated  ciimesof  which  the 
earl  of  man  can  conceive  or  his  hand  commit, 
cannot  be  puniahed  for  them  by  the  tribunals  en 
rhe  Sovereign  with  whom  he  resides.  Should 
he  conspire  ine  dentruetioo  of  the  eoastiiution  or 
government  of  the  State,  no  jury  of  bis  peers  can 
there  convict  him  of  treason.  Should  he  point 
the  dagger  of  assBsination  to  the  heart  of  a  citizen, 
he  cannot  be  put  lo  plead  for  ihe  erimeof  murder. 
Ifl  these  respects  he  is  considered  as  tbe  subject, 
not  of  the  State  to  which  be  is  sent,  but  of  the 
Slate  which  sent  him,  and  the  only  punishment 
which  CRD  be  ioflicieti  on  his  crimes  is  left  to  the 
justice  of  his  master. 

In  a  republican  QoTernmeoL,  like  that  under 
which  we  have  the  happiness  to  live,  this  exemp- 
tion is  not  enjoyed  by  any  individual  of  ihe  nation 
iise If,  however  exalted  in  rank  or  station.  Iiis 
oor  pride  and  glory,  that  alt  are  equal  in  Ihe  ef  ea 
of  the  law;  that,  however  adorned  with  dignity, 
or  armed  with  power,  no  man  owing  allegiance 
to  the  Majesty  of  the  nativin  can  screen  himself 
from  the  vindictive  arm  of  her  justice;  yeL  even 
the  nations  whose  ioternalconstiiutioosareiouod- 
ed  upon  this  virtuous  and  honorable  principle  of 
equal  and  universal  rights,  have,  like  all  ihe  rest, 
submitted  to  this  great  and  eitiaordinary  excep- 
tion. Id  order  to  account  for  so  singular  a  devi- 
alioofrom  principlesinereryolher  respect  deemed 
of  the  highest  moment  and  of  the  moat  universal 
application,  we  musiinquireintotbe  reasons  which 
have  induced  all  ihe  uaiions  of  the  civilized  world 
to  this  broad  departure  from  the  fundamental  max- 
ims of  iheir  government. 

The  most  eminent  writers  on  the  laws  of  na- 
tions have  at  different  times  assigned  various  rea- 
sons for  this  phenomenon  in  politics  and  morals. 
It  has  sometimes  bten  said  to  rest  a^n  fictions  of 
law.  The  reasoning  has  been  ihus :  every  Sover- 
eign Prince  U  independent  of  all  others,  and  as 
such  cannot,  even  when  personally  witbiu  tbe  ter- 
ritories of  auoiher,  be  amenable  to  his  jurisdiction. 
An  Ambassador  represents  ihe  nerson  of  his  mas- 
ter, and  iherefore  must  enjoy  tiie  same  immuni- 
ties. But  this  ieasoDin([  eaanot  be  satisfactory} 
fur,  in  the  first  place,  a  foreign  Minister  does  not 
necessarily  represent  the  person  of  bis  master — b« 
TeiKeseotshimonlyiahiseSiirs;  and  besides rep- 
rasentiag  him  he  has  a  persiinal  existence  ef  his 
own,  aliogeibcr  distinci  from  his  represents  live 
character,  and  for  which,  on  (he  principles  of 
mon  sense,  he  ought,  like  every  other  Individ* 
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ual,  to  be  rtsponiible.  At  other  limes,  a&arher 
fiction  of  law  has  been  alleged,  in  ihis  manner: 
the  foreign  Minister  is  not  ihe  subject  of  the  Slate 
to  which  he  is  seat,  but  of  his  own  SorereigD :  he 
U  therefore  to  be  coasideredasslilj  retidiog  within 
the  territories  of  his  master,  and  not  in  those  of 
the  Prince  to  whom  he  is  accredited.  But  this 
fiction,  litce  the  other,  forgets  the  pergonal  ezist- 
enceofihe  Minister.*  It  is  dangerous,  at  all  times, 
to  derire  important  practical  consequences  from 
fictionsof  law,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  fact.  If 
(he  principle  of  personal  representation,  or  that  of 
exterritoriality  aonexed  to  the  character  of  a  for- 
eign Minister  be  admitted  at  all,  it  can  in  sound 
argument  atiply  only  to  his  official  codJucI — to 
his  acts  in  ine  capacity  of  a  Minister,  and  not  to 
his  private  and  iDdiTidual  affairs.  The  Minister 
can  represent  the  person  of  the  Prince,  no  ocher- 
wise  than  as  Bnj  a^enl  or  factor  represents  the 
personof  his  priacipalj  and  it  would  be  an  ill 
compliment  to  a  Sovereign  Prince  lo  consider  him 
Its  personallf  repteMnted  by  his  Minister  in  the 
commission  of  an  atrocious  crime.    Another  ob- 

J'ectiOD  against  this  wide-encroaching  iafereace 
rom  the  doctrine  of  penonal  representation,  is, 
that  it  is  suiuble  only  to  Monarchies.  The  Min- 
ister of  a  King  may  be  feigqed  to  represent  in  all 
respects  the  person  of  his  master,  but  what  person 
can  be  represented  by  the  Ambassador  of  a  Re- 
public 7  Ifl  am  answered,  the  moraipervon  of  the 
naiioD,  then  I  repl^.fAd/caD  be  represented  by  bo 
individual,  being  itself  a  Gciioa  in  law,  incapable 
of  committing  anr  act,  and  having  no  corporotl 
existence  susceptible  of  repress  n  tat  I  on  .f    I  have 


*  It  ia  maniTeat,  that,  if  cxierrilorialilt/  were  to  be 
allowed  to  Ministers,  in  the  whale  extent  of  the  term, 
it  would  entitle  them  to  many  rights  nhtch  the;  cer- 
tainly have  not;  on  the  other  hand,  the  privileges  al- 
lowed them  extend  far  beyond  what  the  oniversal  law 
of  niliona  prescribes  in  their  favor  on  this  gniund.  Both 
these  positions  will  be  proved  hereafter,  and  also  that 
this  eilremetj  loose  notion  of  txtariloriaUty  i*  not 
always  niflieient  to  ascertain  the  righta  to  which  a  Min- 


t  The  npreaentative  chaiactor  of  the  Ambutador 
(he  aigti  ofrepre— ntatton  of  the  Sovereif  a  who  Hod*, 
addreased  to  the  Sovereign  who  receive*  the  Minister. 
AmbaMadma  being  natuallj  the  mandatoria  of  the 
Prince  by  whom  they  are  will,  the  representative  char- 
acter, bj  the  law  of  nature,  consist*  in  the  power  of 
transacting  anypublicbusineas  in  the  nsDie  and  right  of 
the  Sovereign,  by  wbom  they  are  sent,  with  another  Sov- 
ereign Power:  consequently,  by  the  law  of  nature,  an 
Ambassador  ia  not  as  it  were  the  aame  moral perton  as 
he  who  sends  him,  so  as  to  be  the  same  as  if  bis  iqas- 
ter  himself  were  present ;  nor  ia  the  Prince  to  whom  he 
is  sent  bound  to  consider  him  as  hia  equal.  And  as 
there  is  do  neceaaity,  either  for  the  tranaaction  of  bnai- 
Eie*a  or  for  the  dignity  of  the  sender,  which  may  be  pre- 
■arted  without  it,  of  that  representative  character  iriiich 
«on*i*tB  in  tbs  power  of  representing  the  persao  of  the 
■ender,  neither  i*  th*  representative  diaraeter,  when 
(tretched  beyond  the  rule*  of  natural  law,  any  part  of 
the  voluntary  law  of  aatkniB:  and,  cansBqnenil;,  if  In- 
troduced by  usage,  it  ia  part  sf  tile  caatomary  law  j  if  by 
Onxj,  part  of  the  conventional  law  of  nalioA*.    Whers- 


seid  thus  much  on  this  subject,  beeauce  I  hate 
heard  iu  conversation  these  leeal  fictions  alleged 
against  the  adoption  of  the  billon  your  table  and 
because  they  may  perhaps  be  urged  nsainst  it  oere. 
But  it  is  ueither  in  the  fiction  of  exttrriioriaiitf^ 
nor  in  that  of  personal  repreaontation,  that  we  art 
CO  seek  for  the  subslanlial  reason  upon  which  the 
customary  law  of  nations  has  founded  the  extra- 
ordinary privileges  of  Ambassadors;  il  is  in  the 
nature  of  their  office,  of  their  duties,  and  of  their 


By  ihrir  office,  they  are  intended  lo  be  the  me- 
diators of  peace,  of  commerce,  and  of  friendsbla 
between  nations;  bjr  their  duties,  they  are  bouod 
to  maintain  with  firmness,  though  in  (he  spirit  of 
conciliation,  the  rights,  the  honor,  and  the  inter- 
ests of  their  nation,  even  in  the  midstnf  those  who 
have  opposing  interests,  who  assert  conflicting 
rights,  and  who  are  guided  by  an  equal  and  ad- 
verse sense  of  honor;  bytbeirsituatioQ  they  would, 
without  some  eitraordiniry  provision  in  tbeic 
favor,  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  very  Prince  against 
whom  they  are  [fa  us  to  maintain  the  rights,  the  hon- 
or, and  theioterest  of  their  own.  As  ihe  Ministers 
ofpeaee  and  friendship,  their  functions  are  DOl only 
of  the  highest  and  moat  beneficial  utility,  bat  of 
iodispeasable  necessity  lo  all  naiions  having  any 
mutual  intercourse  with  eftch  other.  They  are 
the  only  instruments  by  which  the  miseries  of  war 
can  be  averted  when  it  approaches,  or  terminated 
when  it  exists.  Il  is  by  their  agency  that  the  pre- 
judices of  contenttisg  nationsare  to  be  dissipated — 
that  the  violent  and  deitructive  passions  of  na- 
tions are  to  be  appeased-— that  men,  as  far  as  their 
nature  will  admit,  are  to  be  conrerted  from  butch- 
ers of  their  bind,  into  a  band  of  friends  and  bro- 
thers. It  ia  this  consideration,  sir,  which,  by  the 
common  consentof  mankind,  has  surrounded  with 
sanctity  the  official  character  of  Ambassadors;  it 
is  Ihis  which  has  enlarged  their  independency  (a 
such  an  immeasurable  extent;  it  is  this  which  has 
loosed  them  from  all  the  customary  ties  which 
bind  together  the  social  compact  of  common  rights 
and  common  obligations. 

But  immunities  of  a  nature  so  extraordinary 
cannot,  from  the  nature  ormaokiad,be  frequently 
conferred,  without  becoming  liable  to  frequent 
abuse.  Ambassadors  are  still  beings  ^ubjecl  (o  the 
passions,  the  vices,  and  infirmities  of  man.  How- 
ever exempted  from  the  danger  of  punishment, 
theyare  not  exempt  from  the  commission  of  crimes. 
Besides  their  participation  in  the  imperfections  of 
humanity,  they  have  temptations  and  opportuni- 
ties peculiar  to  themselves,  to  Iraosgreasions  of  a 
very  dangerous  description,  and  a  very  aggravated 
character.  While  the  funelions  of  their  office 
place  in  iheirhaDdsthemanagement  of  those  great 


fore,  the  eonsequences  derived  from  this  character  re- 
specting Amtnasadors  belong  neither  to  the  law  of  nature 
nor  to  the  voluntary  law  of  nalione,  mnch  lesa  do  diey 
aanedon  the  graluilooa  additiona  by  wbiefa  they  are 
amplified.  Hence,  no  nation  i*  bound  to  adinowladge 
diem,  nnleas  in  conseqvenee  of  eipreaa  atipnlation.— 
Wolf.  itttUutt*  ^  tkt  Ijoo  ^  Nature  m»d  Natmu, 
part  6,  diof.  10,  ««e.  iStS. 
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coiitroTersies,npoa  vhich  whole  DatJOQS  are  worn 
10  ilnkc  their  exbteoce;  nbile  their  sitnalions 
afford  ihetn  the  meftas,  and  alimulate  them  to  the 
emplojrrnent  ol  the  base  but  powerful  weapoaa  of 
facikiD,  of  corrupiion,  and  of  (reachery,  their  rery 
pTi*ile((es  and  immunities  concur  in  asaailing  tbeit 
integrity  by  the  promise  of  secnriiy,  even  in  cane 
ofdereat — of  imponlly,  even  after  detection. 

The  experience  of  all  ages  and  of  erery  nation 
haa  therelore  pointed  to  the  Dceessitf  of  ereelin^ 
tome  barrier  agaioat  the  abuse  of  those  innndOi- 
tiea  and  privileges,  with  which  forei^a  Ministers 
baveaiail  times  and  everywhere  been  indulged. 
In  some  aggravated  instances  the  rulers  of  the 
State  wberelba  CI 
broken  down  the 
tlie  guilty  stranger  would  fain  havr  sheltered  hi 
self,  and  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  nations  hare 
delivered  tip  the  criminal  lo  the  tribunals  of  the 
country  for  trial  sentence,  and  execution  ;  at  other 
times  the  popular  indignaiion,  by  a  process  still 
more  irregolar.  has,  without  (he  forma  of  taw, 
wreaked  its  vengeance  upon  the  perpetrators  of 
thoaecrimes,  which  otherwise  must  have  remained 
unwbipped  of  justice.  Caaea  hare  aometlmes 
occurred  when  the  principles  of  self-pre»erration 
and  defence  have  justified  the  injared  Qorenimait, 
endangered  in  ita  rital  paria,  in  arresting  the  per- 
BOD  orsuch  a  Minister  during  tbecrisucf  danger, 
and  confining  him  nnder  guard  until  he  could  with 
tafety  be  remored.  But  the  practice  which  the 
reason  of  the  ease  and  ih«  uMge  of  nations  has 
prescribed  and  reco^oiaed,  is,  (accordingto  the  tg- 

Jravation  of  the  o^nce,)  to  order  the  criminal  lo 
tpart  from  the  territories  whone  laws  ha  has 
violated,  or  to  send  bim  home,  sometimes  under 
custody,  to  bis  Sovereign;  demanding  of  hi 


entitled  to  dispenae.  This  power  is  admitted  by 
the  concurrent  testimony  of  all  the  writers  on  the 
laws  of  nalioDS,  and  baa  the  taneiion  of  practice 
equally  unirersai.    It  resnltit,  indead,  as  a  oonse- 

Suence  absolutely  neeeatary  from  the  iodepen- 
ence  of  foreign  Miniaters  on  the  judicial  anthor- 
ity,  and  is  perfectly  reconcilable  with  it.  As 
respects  the  offended  nation,  it  is  a  measure  of  telf- 
defence,  juatifiei)  fay  the  acknowledged  deatitutton 
of  every  other  remedy.  As  respects  the  offending 
Minister,  it  is  the  only  means  of  remitting  him  for 
trial  and  punishment  to  the  tribuaala  whose  joris- 
diction  he  cannot  recuse ;  and  as  respects  bis  Sov- 
ereign, it  preserves  inviolate  his  rights,  and  at  the 
tame  time  manifests  thai  confidence  ia  his  juatioe 
which  civilized  nations  living  in  amity  ate  boand 
lo  pUce  in  each  other.* 

*  It  *e«mB  it  may  b«  laid  «a  tUa  subject  that  there 
is  DO  ease  in  which  the  ordinanp  tribaasb  can  BKlond 
then' jDriadiclion  over  pnUic  Minister*,  and  this  with 
the  more  confidMice,  ■•  I  find  it  ia  the  opinion  of  Gro- 
liiu.  Thio  ia  incootealabla  witb  i^ard  to  common 
offencai ;  and  as  far  txaaam  of  State,  whinein  the  Am- 
baaiador  violate*  ttw  taws  of  nations — particalaily  if  he 
attempt  the  life  of  the  Prince  to  whom  he  ia  asot — the 
SoTevngn  aJooe,  or  the  Coandl  of  StalBJB  hia  bebaU^ 


On  iheae  principles,  thus  equitable  and  mojer- 
a[ein[hemselrei,and  thus  universally  established, 
is  founded  every  provision  of  the  bill  before  you, 
so  far  as  it  implicates  the  law.of  nalioas.  1  have 
been  fully  aware  that,  although  by  the  Consiiiu- 
lioD  of  the  United  Slates  Congress  are  authorized 
to  define  and  punish  offences  against  the  law  of 
nacioDs,  yet  this  did  not  imply  a  power  to  inno- 
vate upon  those  laws.  I  could  not  be  ignorant 
that  the  I,iegislatureof  one  individual  in  the  great 
community  of  nations  has  no  right  to  prescribe 
rules  of  conduct  which  can  be  binding  upon  all ; 
and  therefore,  in  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  It  was 
my  primary  object  not  to  deriate  one  fiep  from 
the  worn  and  beaten  path — not  to  vary  one  jot 
or  one  little  fiom  the  prescriptions  of  immemorial 
usage  end  unquestioned  authority. 

In  consulting  for  this  purpose  the  writers,  char- 
acterized by  one  of  our  own  slateunen  in  a  pam- 
phlet  recemly  laid  on  our  tables,  as  "  the  lumina- 
ries and  oracles  to  whom  the  appeal  is  generally 
made  by  nations  who  prefer  an  appeal  lo  law 
rather  Ibso  to  power,"  I  found  that  they  distia- 
Buished  the  offences  which  may  be  comroilled  by 
foreign  Ministers  into  two  kinds* — the  one  against 


can  take  cogniiance  of  it — can  arrest  the  traitor  ii 
house,  and  afterwards  aend  bim  with  (he  proof*  t 
Prince  hia  master  for  puniahmenL —  Wigueforft 


his 


book  1 


c.  49. 


Princes  ■ometimcs  oblige  Minister*  to  depart  front 
(beir  dominiona,  and  lend  them  awij  ander  an  arined 
escort,  ^ueen  Etizalieth  csuaed  Don  Bernardin  de 
Mendozi,  Ambassador  of  Spain,  and  the  Bi*hop  of  Rova, 
Ambassador  fVom  tbe  Qneeo  of  Sccta,  to  be  diipped  o£ 
Louis  XIV.  oT  f  ranee  sent  under  gfnard  to  the  &iintierB 
ofSaTof  »  Nuncio  from  tlie  Pope.  The  King  of  Pat- 
tugal  diamiaaed  in  like  manner  ■  Minialar  fhim  the  Pope 
in  1648.  And  in  16B9,  under  Csrdinal  Maxaiin,  the 
Besident  Irom  tbe  Btector  of  BraBdenbnrg  waa  ordered 
ta  quit  the  kingdom,  and  afterwards  putinto  tbe  Bastile, 
whence  he  was  talun,  sent  to  Oatsis  in  cnatod;,  and 
there  embarked.  In  1667  the  Queen  Regent  of  fipain 
oideied  tlie  Ard^altop  of  Embmn,  Amt>*Bsador  to 
Spain,  to  witlidtaw,  and  would  not  au^r  him  to  wait 
in  Madrid  for  tliB  lelters  wliieb  ha  eipected  to  raceiva 
by  the  first  courier.  All  he  contd  obtain  wss  to  stop  at 
Alcala  until  their  arriial,  and  there  lie  received  thani'— 
WiqutfoH,  baoi  1,  tec.  30. 

An  Ambassador  ought  to  be  independent  of  every 
Power  except  that  by  wtiich  he  is  sent,  and  of  cense* 
quenca  ought  not  to  be  subject  to  the  mere  municipal 
^ws  of  that  nation  whersUi  bs  ia  to  eierciae  hia  func- 
tions. If  he  gtoaslj  oflends,  or  makes  an  ill  use  of  his 
ebsrscter,  he  ma;  be  sent  home  and  accused  before  bia 
master,  wtio  ia  bound  either  lo  do  justice  upon  him  or 
avow  himself  tbe  accomplice  of  bi*  crimes. —  CkrUtian'l 
Blatkttont,  vol.  l,p.  2&3.  See  aim  MonlttguUu,  Sp. 
L.  S6,  31. 

*  Sup^KMe  an  Ambaasador  Rniltj  of  a  crime  deserv- 
ing punishment  iu  a  caart  of  justice,  where  then  is  ha 
to  be  scenaed  and  pnniihed! 

In  this  qoestion  we  must  distinguish  between  two 
sorts  of  arimas  of  which  an  Ambassador  may  bare  bean 
guilty.  Either  be  haa  simply  committed  an  aSanca, 
injnriouB  to  ctvd  society  and  the  public  tranquillity — 
sucb  aa  Ikomicide,  adultery,  or  slmovt  an;  otitar  of  the 
oomman  mimaa,  aa  thej  may  b*  tcn»ad— or  be  baa 
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the  manicipal  laws  of  the  country  where  they 
reside,  and  [heather  against  the  Government  or 
Slaie  to  which  they  are  accredited  ;  and  thai  ihey 
recommended  a  correspondent  modification  of  the 
manner  in  which  Iher  are  to  be  irealed  hy  the 
offended  Sovereign.  The  fir^t  section  of  the  bi!l 
therefore  directs  the  mode  of  treatment  towards 
foreign  Ministers  guilty  of  heinous  offences  against 
the  municipal  laws;  for,  as  to  those  minor  trans- 

Sressions  which  are  usually  lenunnoilced  by  other 
tales,  I  have  thought  no  provision  necessary  for 
tbem.  The  section  points  out  the  mode  by  which 
the  insulted  State  or  injured  individual  may  apply 
to  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union  for  redress, 
and  by  what  process  the  President  may  obtain  rep- 
aration from  the  offender's  Sovereign,  or,  in  case 
of  refusal,  dismiss  the  offender  from  the  territories 
of  the  United  States.* 

The  seconJ  section  provides  for  the  case  of  of- 
fences against  the  Government  of  the  nation.  If 
the  insult  is  direct  upon  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  himself,  it  authorizes  him  at  once  to 
discard  the  offender;  if  the  injury  be  against  the 
nation,  hyany  conspiracy  or  other  act  of  hostility, 
it  offers  the  means  of  removEngat  once  so  danger- 
ous a  disturber  of  the  public  tranquillity.  Thia 
also  will  he  found  exactly  conformable  to  the  di- 
rections b  Vatidt 


tnuugreKcd  acaiiut  the  patiwn  of  the  SoTereiga,  or 
a^aiaat  the  State,  nhich  is  usually  called  tieaaon  or  ho*- 
lUitj. — Bundertkotk.  Dt  fara  Legatorum,  with  Bar- 
heyvi^i  Commentary,  chap.  17,  ice.  6. 

*  Should  an  Amb—ador  fbrgct  tha  dutio  of  hi«  sta- 
tion ;  ibaiRd  h«  nnder  bimaaU'  diaagreeable  and  dan- 
g«n>iu,  from  eabab  and  entaipciaaa ;  perniciDiu  to  the 
tranquillity  of  the  ciUnna,  tha  (Mate,  or  Prmea,  to  Khom 
he  i*  aniili  thare  are  savenl  nayi  of  coTrecting  him, 
nnportiDBala  to  the  natuie  and  degree  of  hi*  hult.  If 
he  maltraati  the  mbjeata  of  the  Suta — if  be  eommita 
any  acts  of  in  justice  or  violence  towards  them — the  Mib> 
JMta  injured  are  not  to  seek  rgdren  from  the  common 
BMLgiMrai^.tbe  Ambawador  being  indapendeotaf  tbaii 
jBfadiction;  conaeqncntly,  thoM  magiatntei  cannot 
wocij  directly  agwnat  turn.  On  such  oecaaiona,  the 
Soveraign  ia  tobe  applied  to;  he  demands  juitica  from 
theAmbaaeadoT'smaatar.and.ineaacofe  refunl,  nay 
order  the  insolent  .Uiniater  to  quit  hia  dominion*. — 
Vaael,  book  4,  ekop.  T,  tte.  64, 
.  t  Should  ■  foreign  Miniiter  oHon*  the  Prince  him- 
•alt — be  wanting  in  respect  to  him — snd  by  hie  intrigDea 
laise  diaturbanccB  in  the  Stateand  Court,  the  inja?«d 
Prince,  from  a  parUcnkr  regard  to  the  Minister's  mas- 
ter, Kometinies  requires  that  he  ihonld  be  recalled;  or, 
if  the  halt  beiftor*  heinous,  the  Prince  fbrbide  him  the 
Court  till  he  receivea  an  answer  from  hia  mseterj  bnt 
in  important  caaee,  he  proceeds  so  far  aa  to  order  him 
to  quit  hia  dominions.  Every  Sovereign  hu  an  un- 
^ostianabls  right  to  pmeewl  in  thia  manner;  far,  being 
n>aater  in  hi*  own  daniniouB,  no  foreigner  can  itay  at 
hi*  Court  or  in  hia  dominion*  without  hia  permisaion. 
And  though  Soveragns  are  ganerally  obliged  to  hear 
the  overtnroa  of  foreign  Powen.  and  to  admit  Ifaeir 
WniateTi,  thia  obligation  ceaaea  entirely  with  regard  la 
■  Miniater  who,  beiag  himaaif  wanting  in  tha  dntiaa 
iscumbent  on  him  ttma  his  oharaetn',  becoRM*  danger- 
Ml^  or  jutUy  anapected  by  hUn  to  whoa  ho  ia  to  coom 


The  third  section  brings  me  to  the  eonsideratioa 
of  the  relation  which  the  hill  bears  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  Unitef]  Slates.  It  contains  a  regit* 
latton,  the  object  of  wbicb  is  at  once  to  prevent 
all  misunderstanding  by  the  offendin?  Minister'a 
Sovereign  of  the  grounds  upon  which  he  should 
be  ordered  to  depart  or  sent  home,  and  to  mark  by 
a  strong  line  of  discrimination  the  casea  when  a 
foreign  Minister  is  diimiised  for  mi«:DDdaci,  from 
those  when  be  it  evpelled  on  aecoant  of  national 
difference*.  In  this  latter  ease,  by  the  geatral 
understanding  and  usage  of  nations,  an  order  to 
depart  given  to  a  foreign  Minister  is  equivalent  to 
a  declaration  of  war.  In  the  Suropean  Gorera- 
ments,  where  the  power  of  declaring  war  and  that 
of  negotiating  with  foreign  Stalea  are  committed 
to  the  same  hands, this  nice  discrimination  of  th« 
specific  reasons  for  which  a  Minister  may  be  dia- 
missed  is  far  loss  important  than  with  ua.  The 
power  of  declaring  war  is  with  us  exclusively  rest- 
ed in  Congreai ;  and  as  the  order  to  depart,  when 
founded  on  national  disputes,  amounts  to  such  k 
declaration,  it  appears  to  me,  by  fair  infereoccL 
that  for  such  cause  tha  P  real  dent  of  the  United 
States  cannot  iaiue  such  an  order  witbont  the  eZ' 
press  request  or  concurrence  of  Congresa  to  that 
efiect.  It  was  from  thia  view  of  tha  subject  that, 
in  the  present  bill,  the  power  vested  in  the  Presi- 
dent  to  send  home  a  culpable  Minister  is  so  pre- 
cisely limited  to  ih«  casea  when  the  Minister  aball 
have  deserved  thai  treatmeni  hyhis  personal  mis* 
conduct.  This  disiinciion  between  the  causes  for 
wbieh  a  foreign  Miniater  may  be  sent  home  has 
been  solemnly  recognised  in  a  remarkable  manner 
by  thia  Government  in  the  treaty  with  Great  Brit- 
ain of  the  19th  November,  ITM,  in  the  twenty- 
sixth  article.* 

Here,  sir.  the  aending  home  a  Miniater  for  na- 
lional  ransea  ia  recogifiwd  to  be  the  very  teat  of  a 
rnptyre,  and  exactly  laniamonnt  to  a  declaration 
of  war.  But  the  name  act,  done  forihe  Minister't 
personal  misconduct,  is  ackDOwledged  to  be  a  right 
of  both  parties,  which  they  agree  to  retain  ;  and 
it  ia  stipulated  that  it  sbnil  not  fn  that  case  b» 
deemed  equivalent  toariipture.  The  eipressiona 
used  impl^  that  thit  parties  did  not  conMder  them- 
selves as  introducing  in  this  part  of  the  article  a 
new  law,  hot  as  expraining  the  old.  It  ia  merely 
declarafcry,  "  for  greater  c'erlainty,"  and  the  pre- 
vious exialenee  oilhe  right  is  recognised  by  tha 
rtipulation  that  both  parties  shall  retain  it.  Thia 
s  one  of  the  aniclca  of  ihe  treaty  which  have  ei- 


only  aa  a  Minatcr  of  Peace.—  VaiUl.  hook  4,  dua.  7,  tee. 
95,  88. 

And  for  greater  certainty  it  is  declared  that  a  rup- 
ture shall  not  be  deemed  to  eiial  nhilc  negotistionB  for 
accommodating  differences  aball  be  depending,  nor  until 
the  reqwstiva  Ambaaaadors  or  Minielen  (if  snch  there 
shall  lia)  aball  be  racalled  or  aent  homo  on  acoonal  cf 
anch  dtjferensea,  and  not  on  aoconnt  of  petaonal  mie- 
conduct,  aeoording  to  the  nature  and  degreea  of  whidi 
both  pertiaa  retain  dieir  rjgbta  eitfaei  to  request  tha 
recall  or  immedietHy  to  aend  home  the  AmbaMadav  or 
Minktei  of  the  ethsf,  B&d  that  wjthout  pMJadieeto  tbafc 
nratnal  inanddiip  and  good  undeTBtanding..-~7V«tfM 
viitk  ertat  JbiftaM,  Mtk  Nmumi^,  17M,  iw.  96. 
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pi  red ;  but  aa  espreaiin^tlw  leosB  both  of  out 
nfttioD  and  of  Qreat  Biitain  upon  the  subject  ro 
wbich  it  relates,  it  is  as  effectual  as  it  erer  could 
b«.       Its  provisioDs  are  Btill  bioding  upon  both 

EsrtiM  as  pan  of  the  law  of  natioDs,  though  they 
ave  ceased  to  be  obligatory  as  posiiire  atipala- 

ThiJTiewofihesubjectwill  also  fornish  me  with 
an  aoswer  to  the  question  whicK  has  more  than 
onoe  heeo  put  to  me,  and  trhich  may  perhaps  be 
repeated  here.  It  has  been  uked,  whether  the  first 
and  second  seciioua  of  the  bill  are  not  superfiu- 
oaa — whether  the  cases  are  not  already  provided 
for,  end  whether  the  Preeideat  does  not,  heyoud 
all  queution,  posspsa  the  power  which  ibey  pat' 
pose  to  Test  in  him'? 

That  the  power  is  beyond  question  vested  in 
him  is,  sir,  more  than  I  csd  take  upon  me  to  sav. 
Had  I  thought  it  beyood  all  question,  I  eeriaialy 
should  Dot^ave  brought  forward  the  bill  iu  iis 
preseot  shape.  And  I  will  in  candor  add,  that  if, 
after  a  due  considrraiiou  of  the  auhject,  the  Sen- 
ate should  be  of  opiniou  that  the  power  is  vested 
io  him  beyond  all  qnesiioo,  they  will  of  course 
either  reject  the  bill,  or  reduce  it  to  a  mere  modi- 
fication of  the  manner  in  which  he  shall  exercise 
the  right,  whenever  he  (ball  deem  it  expedient. 

By  the  CoDStitulion  of  the  United  States,  the 
Executive  power  is  generally  rested  in  the  Presi- 
deol,  and  be  is  eipresiily  authorized  and  directed 
to  "receive  Arabaasadorsand  other  public  Minis- 
ters." Now,  sir,  by  the  general  granl'of  tbe  Ex- 
ecutive power,  according  lo  the  writers  who  have 
scrutinized  and  ditcrimiaated  with  the  nicest  ac- 
earacy  tbe  powers  of  Government,  the  power  of 
declaring  warwouldofcourae  be  included.  Sacb 
is  the  opinion,  not  only  of  Montetquitu,  but  of 
RouMtau.  the  most  republican  of  writers  on  laws 
Kod  conEtiiutions.  The  practice  of  all  the  Oov- 
ernmenis  in  Europe  which  ever  recogtiixed  the 
division  of  power  is  conformable  to  this  theory. 
But  our  CoDsiituiioD  has  expressly  made  the  dec- 
laration of  war  a  Legislative  act,  and,  by  fait  infer- 
ence,'whatever  is  by  the  custom  of  nations  equiv- 
alent lo  a  declaration  of  war,  we  are  bound  to 
consider  as  a  Legislative  act  also.  Thus,  then, 
although  the  President  '»  in  vested  with  the  exec- 
utive power,  and  although  he  is  to  receive  foreign 
Ministers,  yei,  not  havin?  the  power  lo  declare 
warj  he  cannot  possess  that  of  ordering  away  a 
foreign  Minister  for  causes  of  national  difference. 
because  that  is  a  virtual  declaration  of  war.  He 
is  authorized  lo  receive  foreign  Ministers,  and  by 
this  ^rant  of  power  be  must  be  authorized  to  de- 
termine when,  how,  whom,  he  will  receive  as  such. 
Me  must  be  considered  as  possessing  the  power  to 
determine  upon  ail  those  cases  when  a  man,  com- 
ing as  an  accredited  Minister,  may  by  the  taws  of 
neiioni  be  denied  a  reception  ;  and  he  must  also 
be  allowed  to  determine  when  be  will  cease  lo 
receive  a  man  in  that  capacity,  after  he  has  been 
admitted.  This  includes,  as  it  appears  to  me,  tbe 
right  to  request  his  recall,  and  even  to  intimate 
the  wish  le  a  forei|n  Mini::ter  that  he  would  de- 
[lafl  i  but  whether  it  also  includes  the  power  posi- 
tively to  order  his  depatttite,aad,  still  more,  to  send 


him  home  by  constraint,  is  Dot  in  my  mind  abso- 
lutely beyond  a  doubt.  Ceaiiag  to  receive  him 
as  a  public  Minister  i*  noi  ordering  him  away, 
much  less  is  it  sending  him  home. .  It  Is  clear  the 
President  i^ould  have  the  power  to  send  home  a 
foreign  Mioialer  in  some  canes:  it  has  not,  in 
express  terms,  given  bim  the  power  in  any  caaa. 
Whether  he  has  it  by  implication,  in  the  case  of  a 
Minister's  mitcandacl. seems  lomebol  absolutely 
beyond  a  doubt,  and  I  believe  the  very  doubt  in  a 
point  of  ibis  migniliide  would  operate  to  prevent 
its  exercise  in  a  case  of  the  utmost  need.  That 
doubt  it  was  my  purpose  by  Ibis  bill  to  remove. 
To  remDTeil(ifitexistii)  is  linqueslionably  within 
tbe  nowet  of  Congress,  and  the  occasion  calls 
loudly  for  their  interposition.  The  doubt  appears 
Ibe  more  rational  from  Ihe  fact  that  tbe  power  has 
never  been  exercised.  The  revocation  of  exequa- 
turs of  two  foreign  Consuls  by  President  Waaa- 
iNOTon  have  been  mentioned  as  cases  in  point,  but 
are  not  applirable ;  for  in  the  first  place.  Consuls 
are  not  entitled  to  the  privileges  or  immunities  of 
foreign  Ministers;  and  in  tbe  next,  the  revocation 
of  an  exequaiur  is  barely  equivalent  by  analogy 
to  the  cessation  to  receive  a  Minister:  it  neither 
sends  tbe  man  away,  nor  orders  him  lo  depart. 

But  it  has  been  the  fortune  of  Ihe  bill  lo  be  at- 
tacked from  quarters  in  direct  opposition  to  each 
other ;  and  while  on  the  one  hand  it  has  been  cen- 
sured as  vesting  in  the  President  a  power  which 
beyond  all  question  he  possesses  already,  on  the 
other  it  Las  been  blamed  as  putting  in  his  handa 
a  power  which  beyond  all  question  he  has  not, 
and  wbicli  the  Consiiiulion  never  intended  he 
should  have.  This  construction  of  our  Constitu- 
tion has  been  laid  dDwn,sir.for  our  edification  and 
improvement  by  a  foreign  Minister  in  his  corre- 
spondence with  our  Secretary  of  Slate,  which  I 
speak  of  as  a  matter  of  public  notoriety,  because 
it  has  been  published  in  all  our  newspapers,  and 
remains  uncontradicted.  I  must  however  observe, 
that  at  the  time  when  tbia  bill  was  ioirodaced,  I 
had  never  seen  and  had  no  knowledge  of  thia 
learned  Spanish  commentary  upon  the  Conalitti- 
tion  of  the  United  States. 

I  had  not  imagined  that  tba  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  our  great  national  compact  was  to  he 
settled  by  a  foreign  Minister,  neither  did  it  enter 
my  heart  to  conceive  that  the  Government  of  ihe 
United  States  was  to  receive  lessons  from  a  Span- 
iard upon  Ibe  extent  of  its  Gonsiilulional  powers. 
Yet,  sir,  so  it  is.  The  Spanish  Minister  has  first 
chosen  to  construe  into  an  order  what  he  was  ex- 
pressly told  was  not  an  order,  and  next  to  tell  the 
Secretary  of  State  that  this  order  is  conirary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  and  Government  of 
this  country.  I  God,  however,  ihat  there  are  even 
American  citizens  wbo  think  with  this  diplomatic 
expounder  of  our  laws,  that  the  President  in  no 
ease  has  the  power  to  order  a  foreign  Minister  to 
depart  from  our  territories.  I  have  myself  always 
inclined  to  the  opinion,  thai,  for  these  cases  of  pev- 
sonal  misconduct.ihepowerof  removal  was  given 
by  Ihe  spirit  of  the  Consiiiniios,  though  not  per- 
haps by  its  letter.  That  he  ougfct  lo  possess  ii,  ia 
not  in  my  mind  a  gubject  of  doubt  at  all;  for,cn>. 
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■iderin^  the  niture  of  a  Toreigpn  MmiBtrr'F 
le^es,  and  Ihe  danger  and  ur^enny  of  ibe  cases 
wherein  men  inrnted  with  that  cliaractcr  most 
ftequenily  abuse  Ihem,  to  deny  ihe  President  the 
exerciae  oftheoDly  means  which  can  conlroi  [hem, 
is  to  deny  the  nation  itself  the  means  of  self- 
defence  in  the  most  perilous  exireraities.  It  may 
be  asked  wlieiher  this  argument  would  qoe  apply 
will]  ei)ual  force  to  the  cases  in  which  I  deny  the 
Prenidenl's  power  to  expel  a  foreign  Mini^ler,  and 
in  which  the  bill  does  not  propose  to  give  it?  To 
this,  I  answer,  No.  In  every  possible  case  when 
■  public  Minister  could  be  ordered  home  on  ac- 
count of  national  differeoces  Congress  must  be  io 
cession,  or  must  be  summoned  for  ihat  purpose. 
Sach  a  stale  of  things  cannot  suddenly  arise.  It 
is  a  measure  never  to  be  resorted  to,  uolesa  with 
the  settled  determinalioa  of  war;  and  its  exercise 
never  can  be  necessary  for  the  President,  to  the 
execution  of  his  Coosiiiutioaal  powers. 

But  the  personal  misuonduci  of  a  Minister  may 
happen  Ht  any  time — when  Congfess  is  not  in  ses- 
sion as  probably  as  when  it  is.  It  would  certainly 
happen  more  frequently  in  the  former  case  than 
in  the  latter,  if  during  the  recess  no  power  of  re- 
f  train!  upon  him  could  be  used.  These  are  offences, 
the  detection  of  which  would  be  ofieo  accidenial, 
sudden,  unexpected— cBlling  for  the  instantaneous 
inlerposition  of  a  rigorous  arm  to  rescue  the  coun- 
try from  its  danger.  Suppose  a  conspiracy  iilce 
that  of  Tarquin's  Amba!>sadors,  or  that  of  Cata- 
line  at  Rome— like  that  of  Bedroar  at  Venice- 
like  that  of  Cellamare  in  France :  To  say  (hat  the 
President  should  have  no  weapon  ofdefence  within 
his  reach  until  Contrreas  should  be  assembled, 
would  give  the  conspiring  Mioister  the  power  to 
execute  at  full  leisure  such  orders  as  Cellamare 
received  f.om  Cardinal  Alberoni.aod  enable  him. 
before  his  hand  could  be  arrested,  to  setjire  to  aU 
the  mtnM.  It  \»  therefore  as  clear  to  me  that  the 
President  ought  to  possess  Ihe  power  of  expulsion 
for  personal  ofTei^ces,  as  that  he  ourfal  not  to  pos- 
sess the  same  power  for  causes  of  national  con- 
troversy. And  if  the  Constitution  by  its  silenee 
has  left  it  questionable,  it  seems  to  roe  incumbent 
upon  Congres  to  remove  every  shadow  of  doubt 
from  the  case. 

Among  the  other  objections  which  1  have  heard 
alleged  against  any  Legislative  act  upon  this  sub- 
ject, I  shall  now  notice  that  which  I  coosider  as 
of  the  least  real  weight,  and  that  is,  that  other  na- 
tion:, have  not  made  ir  a  subject  of  legislation.  But 
other  nations  hare  made  the  exemption  of  foreign 
Ministers  from  iheir  civil  jurisdiction  a  subject  of 
legislation,  as  appears  In  Martens.*    Anii  with 


respect  to  the  criminal  jurisdictions  in  coses  of 
common  crimes,  it  is  reionrkable  that  the  same 
Martens  says  the  English,  fur  the  want  of  an  ex- 
press  law  upon  the  subject,  bare  departed  from 
the  usages  of  all  other  nations  in  this  particular, 
and  madeforeigDMinistersameDable  to  their  crim- 
inal jurisdiction.*  Now,  sir,  if  the  English  oaiion 
are  thus  charged  with  a  deviation  from  the  prac- 
tice of  all  other  civilized  oationa,  because  tbry 
hare  not  made  an  express  law  for  acceding  to  it, 
surely  no  exception  can  be  taken  aniiost  us  for 
making  precisely  such  a  law  as  England  is  said 
to  want.  This,  Jaw,  therefore,  instead  of  a  mark 
of  singularity,  must  be  regarded  as  a  test  of  con- 
formity. Instead  of  throwing  us  into  a  coroer 
with  the  solitary  exception,  it  introduces  us  into 
the  general  circle  of  naiiobs.  It  is  not  in  sullen 
derogation,  but  in  explicit  affirmance  of  the  gen- 
eral usage.  It  is  norarialionof  our  political  com- 
pass; it  is  only  the  steady  pointing  of  oat  needle 
to  the  real  pole. 

But  a  still  more  conclusive  answer  to  this  ob- 
jection is,  that  other  nations  have  made  no  law 
upon  the  subject,  because,  conformably  to  their 
constitutions,  the  act  of  sending  home  •  foreign 
Minister  is  in  all  cases  an  Executive  act,  and  of 
course  an  act  requiring  no  Legislalire  interposi- 
tion. I  have  already  shown,  sir,  that  b^our  Con- 
stitution it  must  in  some  cases  be  considered  as  a 
Legislative  act;  and  hence  arises  a  reason  pecu- 
liar to  ourselves  for  regulating  (he  whole  subject 
by  Legislative  saocliort — reserrmg  to  Congress 
the  power  to  exercise  it  when  it  becomes  equiva- 
lent to  a  declaraliun  of  war,  and  learing  it  in  the 
bands  of  the  President  when  it  is,  upon  our  owd 
principles,  an  act  purely  Esecutire. 

These,  sir,  are  the  considerations  deduced  from 
the  laws  of  nations,  and  from  our  own  Coustita- 
tioQ,  upon  which  the  bill  was  presented  to  the 
Senate  in  its  original  shape.  The  aiueDdment 
reported  by  order  of  the  Committee  is  entirely  in 
the  spirit  of  the  bill,  and  only  xpeci&es  the  precise 
mode  in  which  theorder  for  the  removal  of  a  crim- 
inal foreign  Minister  shall  be  executed.  This 
section  may  perhaps  be  deemed  expedient,  even  if 
it  should  be  concluded  Ihat  the  atstractjMwet  is 
unquestionably  vested  in  tbePresident.  For,  even 
if  he  baa  the  power  without  the  l^alized  orgaiu 
ofcarrybgit  inloeffecl,as  to  all  purposesof  pub- 
tic  benefit,  the  case  is  the  same  as  if  lie  had  it  not. 
It  is,  on  this  supposition,  one  of  those  anthorities 
which  require  an  organic  law  lo  make  it  practi- 
cal.    Nor  is  this  Ihe  only  instance  in  which  the 


*  The  e:ceiDption  of  foreign  Ministers  from  the  jurtn- 
diclion  of  the  State  ii  regulated  in  Holland  b;  the 
Drdinances  of  the  Btate*  Genera]  of  the  11th  August 
IG76,  and  the  9th  September  16TS  ;  and  of  the  SMIei 
of  Holland  of  the  8th  Aogost  ISCS,  the  30th  Jntv  and 
the  14th  August  1S81.  [Seethe  "  Groot  Ptacaat Biiek" 
nndor  due  of  theu  years.)  la  England,  by  act  of  Par- 
liemenl. — 10  Aim,  chap.  7.  In  Portugal,  by  ordinence 
of  1748. — Marten*'  Sumniary,  book  8,  chap,  b,  tec  3, 


*  In  the  practice  of  the  Europeui  nations,  we  find, 
that  in  esse*  of  private  crimes  oommitted  b;  a  Minis- 
ter, it  ii  thought  commnDlj  sufficient  to  demand  his 
recall.  Though  in  England  the  want  of  an  eipran  law 
•eema  to  leave  MinisterB  without  iheller  from  a  cHminat 
proHcution.  In  the  c«ae  of  Btate  crimes,  it  ii  thought 
Bufficient  to  seise  hia  perK>n  while  the  safety  of  the  State 
is  in  dangw,  Toleaeing  and  sending  bim  home  afler- 
nsrds.  Even  thk  extremity  is  not  eommonl;  resulted 
to  IT  the  danger  is  Ish  imminent,  and  if  it  will  admit 
theeipediealofsendinganaythe  Minirter,  or  demand- 
ing hi*  lecalL — llarUnt'  ^mnurw,  book  8,  ekap.  6, 
tee.  18»,  mrfe  a.  ^ 
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CoDJliialioD  haa  l«fi  il 
ereu  to  prescribe  the 


n  of  Con- 
or carryinf;  in  io- 
juneijona  inio  effect.  The  very  first  law  id  your 
suiute  book  is  ao  example  of  the  same  dexcrip- 
lioQ.  The  CoDstitutioQ  had  enjoined  that  all  ciril 
oGQceis  of  the  Uoitcd  Stairs  and  of  the  leverel 
Slates  sbotild  be  sworo  to  its  lupport,  but  had  doi 
particularized  the  raaoner  of  adrninisierinfr  the 
oath  ;  and  the  first  act  of  tba  first  CuDgrras,  under 
our  prei^Dt  CoBstituiioD,  waa  to  proTide  the  ne- 
ceitaary  regulatioD. 

It  may  now  prrhaps  be  eXMiiled,  sir,  that  I 
■hould  give  some  esplauatioa  of  iha  more  imme- 
diate circomstsnces  in  which  ibe  bill  originated. 
And  here  I  am  sensible  that  I  tread  upon  delicnie 
ground.  So  highly  honorable  and  reapectable  is 
the  office  of  a  foreign  Minister,  that  to  treat  him 
wiih  disrespect  in  commoa  discourse,  and  still 
more  in  Legislative  deliberation,  would  be  with- 
out excuse,  were  his  own  conduct  altogether  un- 
exceptionable. Should  the  occasion  ever  hi^ipen 
that  a  foreign  Minister,  by  his  own  Tiolation  of 
all  the  common  decencies  of  social  intercourse  to- 
wards tbe  Government  to  which  he  was  accred- 
ited,shoulj  forfeit  every  risht  to  personal  respect 
or  esteem.  .<lill  I  hope,  sir,  1  should  out  forget  the 
consideration  due  lo  the  credentials  of  his  Sover- 


consi^tent  with  the  Gentimenls  of  indisnaiion  in- 
voluntarily excited  in  my  breast  by  an  insult  upon 
the  Government  of  my  country. 

Within  a  fewdays  after  the  Message  of  the  Pre- 
sident at  (he  commencement  of  the  present  aession 
of  Congress  was  made  public,  tbe  Spanish  Min- 
ister addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  a  letter 
couched  in  terms  which  it  cannot  be  necessary  for 
me  to  particularize,  and  containing,  not  only  stric- 
tures of  the  most  esttaordinery  nature  upon  all 
the  parts  of  tba  I  Message  reapecllng  Sfiain.  but 
complaints  no  less  extraordinary  at  what  it  dia  no! 
contain.  Consider  this  procedure  in  its  real  light, 
sir,  and  what  is  it?  A  foreign  Minister  takes  to 
ta&k  the  Presideutol' the  Uoited  Slates  for  tbe 
manner  in  which  be  has  executed  one  of  the  most 
important  functions  enjoined  upon  him  by  the 
CoDsiitiition.  He  DOl  only  charges  him  with  mis- 
lepreseniatioa  in  what  he  did  say,  but  he  presnroea 
to  dictate  to  him  what  he  should  have  said.  J 
forbear  all  comment  upon  thia  conduct  as  il  relates 
to  the  present  Chief  Magistrate.  I  ask  yon,  sir, 
and  I  entreat  every  member  of  this  Senate  to  ask 
himself.  What  is  its  tendency  aa  it  relates  to  our 
country?  TheConslitutioaofthe  United  States 
makes  it  one  of  the  President's  most  solemn  du- 
ties to  cominunicate  lo  Congress  correct  ioforma- 
tion  relating  to  the  state  of  our  pnUic  aSaira.  In 
every  possible  case  of  disputes  and  controrersiea 
of  right  between  the  United  States  and  any  foreign 
naliuD,  Ibe  Minister  of  that  nation  must  have  en 
interest — and  the  strongest  interest,  to  give  a  gloss 
and  coloring  to  the  objects  in  litieaiiun — opposite 
to  the  interest  of  our  country.  If,  whenever  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  high  and 
solemn  respoitsibility  which  weighs  upon  every 
tct  of  hia  official  duty,  gives  to  CwDgresa  that  ac- 


count of  our  foreign  relations  which  ia  neceuary 
to  enable  them  to  adapt  their  measures  (o  the  cir- 
cumatances  for  the  general  welfare  of  the  UaioD, 
a  foreign  Minister,  under  color  of  his  olfieial  pri- 
vileges, is  to  contradict  every  part  of  his  state- 
ments, to  impeach  ifae  correctness  of  his  facts,  and 
to  chide  him  even  for  his  omissions,  to  what  an 
■byssof  abtsement  is  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  thia 
Uuion  to  be  degraded!  The  freedom  which  a 
Spanish  Minister,  uDreproved,  can  lake  to-day,  a 
French  Miuisterwouldclaimasa  right  to-morrow, 
and  a  firiiisb  Minister  would  exercise  without  cer- 
emony the  next  day.  A  diplomaiic  censorship 
would  be  esiahlisbed  over  the  Supreme  Executive 
of  Ibis  nation,  and  the  Prexidenl  would  not  dare 
to  exhibit  to  Congreaa  the  staiemeni  of  our  na- 
tional coDcerns,witbout  previously  submitting  bis 
Message  for  approbation  lo  a  Cabinet  Council  of 
foreign  Ministers.  Under  the  British  Onnsiitu- 
tion,  the  speeches  of  the  Sovereign  to  his  Parlia- 
ment are  all  settled  in  bis  Privy  Council,  and  the 
Royal  tips  are  understood  to  give  utterance  only 
to  the  words  of  the  Minister.  The  reason  of  this 
is,  that  by  the  formsoflbi-ir  Constitution  the  Sov- 
ereign himself  is  above  all  responsibility,  and  the 
Minisier  is  the  person  accountable  to  ibe  nation 
for  (he  aubstaneeof  the  discourse  delivered  by  hia 
master.  In  their  practice,  therefore,  the  speech  is 
made  by  him  on  whom  the  respounibiliiy  rests. 
But  if  this  new  assumption  of  the  Spanish  Min- 
ister is  submitted  to,  our  practice  will  be  an  im- 
provement on  the  British  theory  of  a  singular  cast 
indeed ;  for,  while  the  responsibility  will  rest  upon 
the  President  who  delivers  the  Message,  its  con- 
tents will  be  dictated  by  persons  not  only  loosed 
from  alt  reaponiibility  lo  our  country,  but  bound 
in  allegiance,  in  zeal,  in  duty,  to  the  very  Princes 
with  whom  we  have  to  contend.  The  same  eon- 
irol  which  by  this  measure  is  attempted  lo  be 
usurped  over  the  acts  of  the  President  will  at  the 
next  step,  and  by  an  easy  tranaition,  be  extended 
to  tbe  Legislature;  and,  instead  of  parcelliog  out 
the  Message  among  several  committees  for  theif 
consideration,  we  shall  have  lo  appoint  commit- 
tees upon  every  part  of  the  Message  relating  to 
any  foreign  Power  to  wait  upon  the  Minister  of 
that  Power,  and  inquire  what  it  is  the  pleasure  of 
his  roaster  that  we  abould  do. 

That  such  ia  the  inevitable  tendency  and  (he 
real  intention  of  the  proceeding  wilt  appear,  not 
only  from  a  due  consideration  of  the  act  iisell,  hut 
itam  a  proper  estimate  of  its  avowed  motive,  and 
from  the  subaequent  conduct  of  the  same  Miniv 
ter.  He  addressed  this  letter  to  ibe  Secretary  of 
State,  not  for  the  purpose  of  asking  any  explana- 
tion— not  far  the  purpose  of  giving  any  satisfac- 
tion— not  fur  any  of  the  usual  and  proper  purposes 
of  a  diplomatic  communication — out  (a»  he  him- 
self dec  la  re-i)  for  our  Government  to  publish,  with 
a  view  to  counteract  the  statements  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message.  It  was  a  challenge  (o  the  Presi- 
dent to  enter  the  lisls  of  a  pamphleteering  war 
against  him,  for  (he  instruction  of  the  American 
people  and  the  amusement  of  foreign  Courts;  and 
having  failed  in  this  laudable  projecl  he  addressea, 
after  uie  expiration  of  forty  days,  a  circular  letter 
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lo  l)ie  oiber  fareisn  Ministers  residioK  In  the  Uai-  < 
ted  Stales,  with  copies  of  his  letter  to  the  Secre-  '■ 
taiy  of  Slate,  as  if  tliese  fareiga  Minister*  were 
tbe  regular  umpires  belweea  him  aad  our  QaV' 
ernraent.  Not  content  however  wiih  this  appeal, 
he  authorizes  ihem  to  give  espies  of  bin  letters  to 
insure  [hat  publicaiioa  with  which  our  QoTern- 
meat  had  not  gratified  bim,  and  calls  ai  once  upon 
the  American  people,  and  upoo  the  Eurof^ao 
Courts,  to  decide  between  the  President  and  bim. 
Here  too,  sir,  I  beg  gentlemen  to  abjitract  the  par- 
ticuUr  insiauce  from  the  geoerai  principle  of  this 
transaction.  The  same  act  which  under  one  ael 
of  circumstaoces  can  only  eicite  eontempt, under 
another  becomes  TormidBble  in  the  extreme.  Of 
tbe  newspaper  appeal  to  the  people  I  sa^  nothing. 
The  people  of  this  liountry  are  nut  so  dull  of  un- 
derstanding or  ID  depraved  in  vice  as  to  credit  the 
assertions  of  a  foreigner,  bound  by  no  tie  of  duly 
to  them — the  creature  and  agent  of  their  adver- 
sary— in  contradiction  to  those  of  their  own  officer, 
answerable  to  them  for  his  every  word,  and  sta- 
tioned at  the  postof  their  hiehest  confidence.  But 
the  circular  to  the  other  foreign  Ministers  is  a 
•necies  of  appeal  hitherto  unpreoedenled  in  the 
United  Suies.  And  what  is  its  object  1  The  in- 
formation of  their  Courts ;  that  the  Qovernmeots 
of  France  and  Qreat  Britain  may  learn  from  him 
tbe  justice  and  generosity  of  his  master. 

It  is  probable  that  both  those  nations— the  ally 
ftnd  the  enemy  of  Spain — ha*e  much  better  ma- 
terials for  estimating  the  iustiee  and  generosity 
ofHis  Catholic  Mijeslyj  but  what  have  they  to 
do  in  the  cacel  By  an  anonymous  newspaper 
pubUcation,the  idiom  of  which  discovers  it^  origin, 
a  precedent  ia  alleged  in  jusiificaiionof  this  extra- 
ordinary step,  and  the  reciprocal  communication 
of  diplomatic  memorials  eonCErning  the  afEairsof 
Holland  in  the  years  1786  and  1787,  between  the 
Ministers  of  Qreac  Britain,  France,  and  Prussia, 
■t  tbe  Hague,  is  gravely  adduced  as  warranting 
this  innovation  of  the  Spanish  Minister  here. 
Tbe  very  reference  to  that  lime,  place,  and  occa- 
sion, would  of  itself  be  a  sufficient  indication  ol 
tbe  inleut  attbit  time.  In  the  years  17B6  and 
1787,  (he  three  Powers  I  have  just  mentioned  un- 
dertook, between  them,  not  only  to  interfere  in 
the  internal  government  ot  Holland,  but  lo  regu- 
late and  control  it  according  to  a  plan  upon  which 
they  were  endeavoring  to  agree.  Their  Minis- 
ters, therefore,  Tcry  naturally  commuoicaied  to 
each  other  the  memorials  which  they  presented  to 
the  Duloh  Governmeiii.  And  what  was  the  result? 
Two  of  those  three  Powers  6xed  between  them- 
selves the  doom  of  Holland — raised  a  tyrannical 
faction  upon  the  ruins  of  that  country's  freedom, 
and  marched  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  at  the  head 
of  thirty  thousand  men  into  Amsterdam,  lo  con- 
vince [he  Hollanders  of  tbe  King  of  Prussia's  j'im- 
lice  and  generoaity. 

This,sir,is  the  precedent  called  lo  our  recollec- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  reconciling  us  to  the  hu- 
milialioD  of  our  condition.  We  are  palienilv  to 
behold  a  Spanish  Minister  insulting  the  President 
of  theUniied  Sia[es — dictating  to  him  At*  con- 
■troctioD  of  our  Coastitaiioo— uUiog  upon  other 


foreign  Miaisters  to  countenance  bii  presainp> 
lion — and  entrenching  himself  behind  [he  exsm- 

Ele  of  another  nation,  once  made  the  victim  of  a 
ke  usurpation  I  The  resemblance  is  but  too  strong, 
and  will,  I  hope,  not  be  forgotten  by  ui.  If  ihe 
constitutional  powers  of  a  Dutch  Stadtholder  wcr« 
pre«cribed  and  moulded  according  to  the  pleasure 
and  by  the  interference  of  foreign  Powers,  (as  un- 
doubtedly they  were,)  let  us  remember  the  fact 
with  B  determination  never  to  be  so  controlled 
ourselves.  It  is  held  up  to  us  as  an  example:  lei 
ns  lake  it  as  warning. 

The  subsequent  proceedings  of  the  Spanish 
Minister  have  been  all  in  the  same  spirit  with  that 
under  which  he  presumed  to  call  upon  the  Presi- 
dent to  enter  tbe  lists  of  aliercBiioo  with  him  be- 
furu  the  people  of  this  country.  They  manifest 
pretensions  to  which  we  ought  not  to  submit — 
which  we  ought  vigorously  to  resist.  In  his  last 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  he  tells  him  that 
be  ^11  receive  no  orders  but  from  his  own  master. 
Now,  if  this  has  any  meaning,  it  must  be  to  deny 
the  United  Slates  the  right  ofoidering  him  away: 
that  is  one  of  the  most  indisputable  rights  of  every 
Suvereign  Power.  When  pretensions  so  desti- 
tute of  sl[  foundation  are  advanced,  it  becomes  us 
immediately  to  show  our  sense  of  them:  not  to 
resist  them  might  be  construed  into  acquiescence. 
Il  is  a  virtual  dereliction  of  our  rights  not  to  de- 
fend ibem  when  they  are  assailed. 

I  am  indeed  fully  sensible  that  the  operation  of 
the  bill  I  have  proposed,  should  it  meet  tbe  sanc- 
tion of  Congress,  will  not  be  retrospective — that 
(o  what  ha.i  passed  no  remedy  which  can  now  bs 
provided  will  apply — but  we  may  prevent  in  future 
occurrences  of  a  like  character,  and  of  much  more 
dangerous  consequence.  We  may  preTenl  (he 
spreading  of  an  evil  which  threatens  the  dearest 
interests  of  the  nation ;  we  may  prevent  eren  the 
repetition  of  insults  end  injuries,  which,  but  for 
tbe  want  of  the  regulations  now  proposed,  to  all 
probability  neverwould  have  been  oflv  red.  In  my 
own  opinion,  the  necessity  for  some  Lc^slaiiie 
provision  upon  this  subject  will  force  itself  upon 
this  Government  with  additional  pressure,  from 

!'ear  to  year,  until  it  can  no  longer  be  resisted.  If 
breign  Ministers  ate  to  possess  in  tbe  United  Slates 
an  unbounded  independence  of  all  tbe  tribunals 
of  justice,  while  the  United  States  on  their  part 
are  to  be  deprived  of  tbe  ordinary  means  of  self- 
defence,  enjoyed  and  exercised  by  alt  other  Sov- 
ereigns, [o  check  tbe  abuse  of  those  formidaUe 
privileges,  [be  course  of  evenls  will,  in  my  belief, 
at  no  very  distant  day,  bring  us  into  that  unhappy 
dilemma  which  will  leave  no  other  alternative 
than  to  infringe  the  laws  of  nations  or  to  taciiSce 
our  Constitution — to  commit  violent  outrage  upon 
the  rights  of  others,  or  to  make  a  dastardly  sur- 

Mr.  President,  I  ask  your  forgiveness,  and  (bit 
of  the  Senate,  for  having  tresnasscd  so  long  on 
your  and  their  indulgence,  Tney  have  now  be- 
fore them  the  principles  and  the  motives  on  which 
the  bill  was  first  introduced:  it  is  for  them  (o  de- 
termine 00  their  justice  and  propriety.  Should 
they  think  that  my  feelings  or  prejudices  have 
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exaggerated  ibee?il  for  wbicb  I  am  sincerely  >eek- 
IDS  B  remedy, or  that  the  remedy  itself  is  liable  to 
iuEuperabte  objections,  ibej  will  at  once  dismin 
the  subject  from  their  deli  be  ratiou.  .Sbonld  the; 
on  tbe  other  hand  cansidcr  the  priodple  of  the 
bill  as  admisiiblp,  they  will  fashion  its  details  at 
their  pleasuTe.  To  their  dftisioa,  whaterer  it  may 
be,  I  shall  cheerfully  subtnit,  with  the  full  coo- 
Tietion  that  it  will  be  dictated  by  a  pure  and  eo- 
lightetied  regard  to  tbe  honor  and  welfare  of  out 
country. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

Tdebday.  March  4. 

Agrewbly  to  notice  giren  on  Friday  last,  Mr. 
LoQAX  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  incorporate  a  National  Academy,  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  tbe  second  reading. 

Mr.  BaAnLEY,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  tbe  second  day  of  December  last, 
the  blllj  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land 
appropriated  forthe  refugees  from  the  British  Pro- 
vinces of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,"  mads  re- 
port ;  which  waa  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
eoDsideration. 

Mr.  Bmitb,  of  Vermont,  pteaetited  the  petition 
of  Bamnel  Harriaon,  ag^it  for  the  heirs  of  Captain 
Jonathan  CarTW,  praying  for  the  reeognitioo  of  an 
Indian  deed,  fora  tract  of  land  near  Si.  Anthony's 
Falls,  on  the  Mississippi  ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  refferred  to  Messrs.  Smith  of  Vermont, 
Baldwik,  and  Suite  of  Ohio,  to  consider  ana 

Tbe  Senate  rennifled  tbe  consideratioQ  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  13th  day  of  Febmary  last, 
that  it  be 

Eevileed,  That,  ftomand  afterflie day  of 

next,  it  (hill  not  be  [awfol  to  import  into  the  United 
BtBtoB  on  board  any  fcmign  «hip,  sny  goodi,  wires, 
or  mvRthsndiBe.otlicrtbsnsudi  as  are  the  gTovtb,  pco- 
duce,  or  manufutare,  of  the  nation  to  whidi  meb 
foreign  ship  ihall  bricmg,  oxcept  on  board  the  ahipi 
of  BOiik  foreign  natiisii  who  admit  lh«  unportation  into 
Ibeir  porta  ol  geo^,  altbongh  flur  are  not  die  growth, 
produce,  or  manufkcture  of  the  United  States,  in  ttte 
shipa  or  yeMck  of  the  United  States. 
And  having  adopted  tbe  resolution. 
Ordered,  That  Messn.  Smith  of  Maryland, 
AoAHB,  and  Baldwik,  be  the  committee  to  bring 
in  a  bill  accordingly. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  towa 
of  Jersey,  in  the  Stale  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port 
of  delivery,  and  for  erecting  a  light-house  on 
Wood  Island,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  the  State  of 
Masiachuaetts,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  yesterday  referred  the  amendments  of  the 
House  of  RepiEsentatives  to  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate,  to  the  hill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend 
juri&diciioD  in  certain  cases  to  State  judges  and 
State  courts,"  made  report.    Whereupon, 

Retolted,  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  said 
amendments  to  their  amendments. 
9th  Cos.-  -6 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  (he  relief  of  the 
Goreroor,  Judges,  and  Secretary^  of  the  Indians 
Territory,"  was  read  the  third  lime  and  fnrt&er 

amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  ihe  third  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  ihe  car- 
rent  coin  ol  tbe  Uoiied  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. And,  onihequestioQ  to  amend  this  clause. 
of  the  first  section :  ''  which  by  law  now  are,  at 
hereafter  shall  be,  made  corrent  as  monev  wilhta 
the  United  States,"  *o  as  to  read,  "  whicn  by  law 
now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be  made  ourrent.or 
be  in  actual  t)se  and  circulation  as  money  witbia 
the  United  States :"  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmatiTc — yeas  19,  nays  9,  as  follows; 

YiAS — Meim.  Adsir,  Baldmn,  Baysid,  Bradley, 
Gilman,  HiilhouM,  Hairland,  Logan,  Mseiay,  MaorOr 
Ptunrar,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennasies,  Smith 
of  Vennont,  Stone,  Thnston,  Tuiaer,  White,  ind 
Worth  ington. 

Nits — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Condit,GsillBTd, 
Hitcbilt,  Pickering,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New 
York,  snd  Tracy. 

Acd  tbe  bill  haTing  been  further  amended,  oa 
iheqaestion.  Sbsll  this  bill  pass?  it  wasdetermin- 
ed  in  tbe  affirmative — yeas  32,  nays  4,  as  follows; 

Ysii — Messrs.  Adair,  Baldwin,  Bsjsrd,  Bradley, 
Giiliard,  Gilman,  HilUionse,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logui, 
Haclay,  Moore,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith  of  Now 
York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennenee,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Stone,  Thruston,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adama,  Condit,  Mitehill,  snd  Smith 
of  Miiyhnd. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  that 
it  be  engrossed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An 
act  for  (he  punishment  of  counterfeiting  tbe  cur- 
rent coin  of  the  United  States,  and  Tor  other 
purposes." 

Mr.  SMiTHjOf  Ohio,  save  notice  that  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  nill  to  explain  the  first  sec- 
tion of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  divide  tbe  In- 
diana Territory  into  two  serarate  governments. 

Tbe  bill  to  authorize  the  State  ol  Tennessee  to 
issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  tbe  claims  to  the 
vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  tbe  same, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Wednebdat,  March  5. 

Mr.  MtTOBi!.!.,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  28tb  February,  the  bill,  enlH 
lled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Lendaia,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BnaoLBT,  from  the  committee  to  whotn 
was  referred,  on  tbe  2Tth  of  February,  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  enabling  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  make  restitntiou  to  tbe  Oovern- 
ment  of  Denmark,  for  ibe  cBplnre  and  condem- 
nation of  the  Danish  briganiine  called  (be  Henrick, 
and  her  cartro,"  reported  it  with  amendment. 

The  hill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Teonessee  to 
issae  grants  and  perfect  lilies  to  certain  lands 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  tbe  claims  to  the 
vacant  and  unapprojpriaied  lands  within  the  same, 
was  considered  as  in  Comuiiltee  of  the  Wkole. 
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■nd,  on  motion,  it  was  agreed  thai  the  furifaer  con- 
■ideration  thereof  be  postponed  uotil  lo-tnorrow. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  a  National  Academ;  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messri.  Lo- 
OAN,  MiTOBTLi.,  end  Adams,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

Agreeably  -         , 

of  Olio  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bili 
toexplain  the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Teriiiory  into  two  sep- 
arate governmeno."  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Conformably  to  tbe  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
look  into  coBiideralion  the  report  of  the  commlitee 
on  additional  fortifications  to  the  harbor  of  New 
York;  and,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration 
of  ibis  report  was  postponed. 

Tbe  bill  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  ptirileges 
and  immunities  enjoyed  by  foreign  Ministers 
within  the  United  States,  was  read  the  Ibird 
time ;  and,  after  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Thdbsday,  March  6. 

Mr.  LooAN,  front  the  committee  to  whom  was 

referred,  on  the  5ih  instant,  the  bill  to  incorporate 

a  National  Academy,  reported  it  without  ameod- 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  eilahlishing  rules 
and  articles  for  the  QoTernnienl  of  tbe  armies  of 
tbe  United  States,"  was  considered  as  in  Com- 
tniitee  of  the  Whole,  and  ibe  ameodmeDls  report- 
ed by  the  select  con>mittee  having  been  adopted, 
tbe  Sill  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  tbe  third  reading  as 
amended. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  tbe 
bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue 

J  ranis  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein 
escribed,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant 
and  unappropriated  lands  within  tbe  same,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  the  further  consideration  ihereof 
was  posiponed  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Shitb  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  resolution  of  13ih  Feb- 
ruary on  the  subject,  reported  the  following  bill, 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading: 
A  Bill  for  the  eBconragement  of  the  shipping  and  naviga- 
tian  of  the  United  Htalea. 

Bex!  macttd,  ^,,  That,firom  and  after  the dij 

of neit,  no  gtKids,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be 

imparted  ia  any  fbreign  ship  or  tobsI  into  the  Uailed 
States,  01  the  tenitoriei  Ihervof,  other  Aan  goods, 
wares,  and  toerchuidMe,  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manu&eture  of  the  nation  to  which  such  foreign  ship 
orveisel  shall  IwloDg,  npon  the  penaltjof  the  fortBituie 
of  all  anch  goods,  nsre*,  and  mercbendiae,  as  thatl  be 
imported,  in  an;  forsign  ship  or  vesael,  contrary  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  horeof,  asslaoofthe  ship  or 
Teasel  in  which  they  shall  be  imported,  and  of  all  her 
tackle,  farniture,  and  apparel,  to  be  disposed  of  con- 
formably to  the  ninety-first  section  of  the  act  to  regu- 
late the  collecUon  of  duttea  on  importa  slid  fonOBge, 
nassed  the  aecond  day  of  March,  one  thouaend  seven 
fanndred  and  ninety-one.  Pnmded  ahoayi.  That  this 
pnhibition  shall  not  extend  to  the  ships  or  TBwelatrf 


any  foreign  nation,  which  admits  into  its  ports  the  im- 
portation,  in  ships  or  veaaels  of  the  United  Btates,  of 
goods,  wsraa.  aJld  mercbeodise,  iwl  being  the  growdL 
produce,  or  msnniiacture,  of  the  United  States  :  A»d 
provided  alto.  That  any  forfeiture  wbicli  may  be  incm- 
red  by  virtue  of  this  act,  may  be  mitigated  oi  remitted 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act  to  provide  Ibr  mili' 
gating  or  remitting  the  fodeiturea,  psnaUies,  and  diu- 
bilities,  tccj-uing  in  certain  caaea  therein  mentioned, 
pseaed  third  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-seven,  and  made  perpetual  by  an  act  passed 
eleventh  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred. 

Mr.  WoRTBinoTOH  fubmiited  the  foUowiDg 
motion,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  lie  for 
consideration : 

Raohed,  That,  in  order  belter  to  provide  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  a  trad  of  land,  net 

exceeding  in  any  case acres,  to  be  located  out  of 

a  tract  of  land  not  eiceeding  tvro  miUiona  of  acrea,  ts 
be  aurreyed  between  tbe  Achafslaya,  the  Red  rivet, 
and  a  meridian  line  paasing  by  the  fort  at  Nalchitcwlies, 
shall  be  given,  free  of  all  expenses,  other  than  those 
of  survey  eipenaea  and  office  fees,  to  every  dliien  of 
the  United  States  above  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and 
not  at  present  residing  either  in  ssid  Territory  or  in 

the  Miaaiasipjn  Territory,  who  shall,  before  the 

day  of next,  become  an  actual  aettler  on  meh 

tract,  and  ahatl  actually  improve,  and  eoDtinua  to  cul- 
tivate and  reside  on  the  same years  thereafter ;  on 

condition,  that  such  actual  aettler,  and  his  eons,  above 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  at  any  time  or  times,  duritif 

Uie  sud  period  of yean,  be  liable  to  be  called  into 

service  for  the  defence  of  the  said  TcrritoriBs  of  Or- 
leans and  Mississippi,  and  under  obligation,  during  tbe 
said  period,  to  continue  in  auch  service  for  any  length 
of  time  which  may  be  necessary. 

The  motion  made  on  the  27th  of  February,  for 

printing  copies  of  the  Conslitution  of  the 

Uoited  Stales,  was  resumed  and  the  further  cou- 
sideraiion  thereof  postponed. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  lo  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
enabling  the  Preaident  of  the  Unite<i  Stales  to 
make  reslitulicn  to  ibc  Government  of  Denmark  . 
for  the  capture  and  condemnation  of  the  Danish 
briganiine  called  the  Henrick.  and  her  cargo,"  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  amendmenU 
having  been  adopted,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 

The  Senate  took  into  con  si  deration  tbe  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Peter  Lendais,'' 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  after  prt^ess, 
adjouroed. 


FaiDAT,  March  7. 

Ordertd,  That  the  third  resolution,  reported  by 
the  committee  on  the  5th  February  last,  prohibit- 
ing the  impotiRiion  of  certain  gooda,  wares,  and 
roerchaudise,  fram  Great  Britain  and  her  depen- 
dencies, be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

The  bill  to  explain  the  fifth  section  of  an  aet. 
entitled  "An  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory 
into  two  sepaiate  govetnmeQU,"  was  read  the 
second  time. 
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Privileget  oj  Fbreign  AtfnuUrt. 


Sbiuti. 


Ordered,  That  this  bill  pan  lo  a  tbird  reading. 

Mr.  AKDERaoN,  from  the  commiilee  to  it  horn 
w»  referred,  oiitbe36ih  February  la«l,  the  bill, 
eolilled  "Ad  acllo  amend  an  act,  entitled  'Ad  act 
CDDcerDiag  the  libtary  for  the  use  of  both  Hoi 
of  CnDgress,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coasideraiiDD  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  (he  relief  oi  Peter  Lai 
dais,"  a»  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  tl: 
bill  faajing  beeo  reported  to  the  House  without 
■meoiImeDt,  it  was  ordered  to  tbe  third  reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  lo  authorize  the  State 
of  Tennesme  to  issue  grants,  and  perfect  titles  lo 
certain  lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle  the 
claims  lo  the  Tacaot  and  unappropriated  lauds 
within  the  same,  be  the  orijer  of  the  daf  br  Moo' 


Jaynei 
The. 


e  bill  for  the  eacouiageraeut  of  the  shippiog 
d  narigalion  of  the  United  States  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  appointed 
January  13,  oQihepeiitionsofBsnjaminHichbotne 
and  others,  asked  and  obtaiued  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  eighth 
aectioaof  the  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land, 
and  providing  for  the  dispoial  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Teanessee; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  HiLLBOuaB  presented  the  memorial  and 
representation  of  John  Chester,  late  supervisor  of 
the  revenue  of  the  United  States  for  the  Connec- 
ticut district,  stating  that  he  made  considerable 
disbursements,  and  performed  various  services 
prior  andsubaequeat  to  bis  being  in  office,  whereby 
great  addition  of  revenut  accrued  to  the  United 
States,  and  praying  an  equitable  remuneration 
therefor ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

PHIVn.EGE3  OF  FOREIGN  M1NI8TER8. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  ihi 
bill  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  privileges  and  im 
munities  enjoyed  by  foreign  Ministers  within  ihi 
United  States. 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  tbe  first  !ea 
ond,  and  third  sections  of  tbe  bill.  Whereupon 
adivision  of  the  question  was  called  for;  and  or 
tbe  question  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  it  wat 
determined  in  the  affirmatiye — yeas  23,  nays  7,  a; 

YiiB—Measn.  Adair,  Andertan,  Baldwin,  BeysTd, 
BrtdlBj,  Gondii,  O.illard,  GUmsn,  Hillhoose.  Howland, 
Kilchel,  Logan,  Macliy,  rfoore,  Pickering,  Smith  of 
Mtijland,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  TennessES,  Smith  ' 
Vendoni,  Stone,  Sumter,  Thrurton,  and  White. 

NiTi — Measrs.  Adsms,  Mitcbill,  PlnmeT,  Smith,  of 
Hew  York,  Tracy,  Turner,  and  Worthingtoo. 

And  on  tbe  question  to  strike  out  the  second 
Mction  of  the  bill,  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
Grroative— yeas  21,  nays  9.  as  follows: 

rii>— MeniB.  Anderaon,  Baldwin,  Bayatd,  Bra^ey, 
Condit,  GailUrd.  Gilnan,  Hillhouae,  Honland,  Kitehel, 
Logsn,  Haday,  Moore,  Picksriag,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Bmitb  of  Otiia,  Smith  of  Teaiwuee,  Smidk  of  Vei^ 
Bont,  Stone,  Sumter,  and  ThnuioD. 


Na¥s  — Menn,  Adair,  Adama,  Hitdiill,  Plnmer, 
Smith,   of  Ptew  York,   Traiy,  Turner,  White,  and 

Worthington. 

And  on  the  oueslion  to  strike  out  the  third 
section  of  the  bill,  it  was  determined  intheaffiiOH 
alive— yeas  27,  nays  3,  as  follows: 

YiiB— Mesm.  Adair,  Adams,  AnderK)D,  Baldwin, 
Bayard,  Bradley,  Condit,  Gailiaid,  GUman,  HillhooM, 
Howlond,  Kitehel,  Logan,  Msclay,  Moo™,  Pickerinb 
Plnmer,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennesaee,  Smith  of  Vcrmoat, 
Stone,  Sumter,  Tfaruston,  Turner,  and  White. 

NxTi— HeMTB.  Httehiil,  Tnnw,  and  Wortbiiigton. 

And  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  oa 
thequesiioQ.  Shall  thia  bill  pass?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative— yeas  4,  nay*  24,  as  fol- 

Yiis — Mesars.  Adams,  Plnmer,  Smith  of  Ohio,  and 
Tbraston. 
Min — Mewn.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bayard, 

BraiIley,Candit,Gaillard,QiIman,HiIlhouu,  Howland, 
Kitche[,'Lag[in,  MacUy,  Moore,  PiiiliGring,  Smith  of  ?rew 
York,  Smith  of  TennenscB,  Smith' of  Vermont,  Stone, 
Sumter,  Tracy,  Turner,  White,  and  Worthington, 

So  the  bill  was  lost.  , 

MoMDAY,  March  10. 

Mr.  LoGAit  presented  the  memorial  of  Philip 
Nicklin  and  Robert  Eaglesfield   Oriffitb,  stating, 

hat,  in  the  year  1797,  they,  with  divers  other 
nercbants  of  Philadelphia,  were  owners  of  the 
ihip  New  Jersey  and  ber  cargo,  in  a  joint  adven- 
inre  from  the  port  of  Philadelphia  to  Canton  in 
China.  That,  on  her  return  home,  the  said  ship 
and  cargo  were  captured  by  a  French  privateer, 
and  condemned  in  HiBpaitiola  in  the  Island  of  St. 
Domingo.  From  which  decree  of  condemnation 
appeal  was  duly  entered  ;  but  that,  in  prosecuting 
the  said  appeal,  their  hopes  of  restitution  ''  were 
blighted  by  a  falal  interposition  of  General  Arm- 
strong, the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
Slates  at  Paris;"  and  that  ihey  therefore  "confi- 
denily  believe  that  they  shall  not  be  disappointed 
in  their  expectaiions  of  indemnitv  from  the  vir- 
tuous and  libera!  Government  which  employed 
him  ;"  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

The  PRigiDENT  laid  before  the  Senate,  from  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  ibe  Treasury,  a 
statement  of  tbe  emoluments  of  the  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  colleclitm  of  the  costoma  for  the  year 
1805;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Bataro,  from  the  committee  lo  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  S8lh  of  February  last,  the  bill  for 
protection  and  indemnification  of  American. 
seameU,  reported,  as  their  opinion,  that  it  is  ad- 
visable to  postpone  to  the  neit  session  of  Congress 
he  further  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  in  order  to 
Iford  an  opportunity  for  further  negotiation  of  the 
subject ;  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  (he  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  llth  of  February  last,  the  Ml!,  en- 
titled''An  act  toregulateand  fix  the  compensations 
of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives," reported  amendments;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 
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Hr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  yritom  was 
Mfert«d,  OD  the  21st  of  February  last,  the  bill,  en- 
titled "Au  act  10  incorporate  ibe  Trustees  of  the 
Presbyterian  Congregation  of  Georgetown,"  re- 
ported ii  without  nmeDdment. 

The  bill  eatiiled  "Aa  act  for  establisbing  rules 
and  ariiclea  for  ibe  gOTrronient  of  the  armif  s  of 
the  United  StaCeE,"  wax  read  the  third  time ;  and 
after  progrens,  the  further  consideralioD  thereof 
was  postponed. 

BRITISH  AGGRESSIONa 

The  Benate  recumcd  the  eoesideration  of  (he 
third  resolution  reported  by  the  commiLtee,  oo  ibe 
Sth  of  February  last,  to  whom  was  referred  that 
mriof  the  Message  of  ihe  President  of  the  United 
Stales,  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  which  relates 
Id  Ibe  spoliattoDs  of  our  eommerce. 

Mr.  8,  Smith.— Mr. President:  The  subject  now 
before  the  Seaate  is,  the  third  rpsotulion  reported 
by  TOUT  'comniiltee  on  that  part  of  the  Message 
which  relates  to  British  spoliations.  The  fir^t 
resoIuLion  is  a  declaration  of  our  neutral  rights, 
and  baa  passed  the  Senate  unanimously.  The 
aecond  requests  the  President  lo  send  a  special 
mission  to  Qreat  Briiatn,  to  demand  restoration 
of  property  unlawfully  taken  from  our  merchants, 
and,  by  a  peaceful  arrangemeDt,  to  adjust  all  dif- 
ferences subsistine  between  that  nation  and  the 
United  States.  The  third  is  now  before  us.  I 
will  take  leave  to  read  it. 

3.  SaOitiid,  That  it  i*  expedient  to  prohibit,  bj  law, 
Ae  importation  into  the  United  Sutra  of  an?  of  the  fbl- 
lowiog  good^nam.ormcrclundtsa,  bein^thegrDnth, 
OToduce,  or  inaiinbcturM  of  the  United  Kingdoms  of 
Oieat  Biitain  and  Iielind,  or  the  dependeDcieB  thereof, 
that  U  to  tay :  woollens,  tineni,  hati,  naila,  looking- 
glusBS,  mm,  hardvares,  elate,  eatt,  coal,  booti,  ihoes, 
ribbons,  silks,  and  plated  and  glnn  wbibs.    The  lud 

prahibition  to  commence  Irotn  the day  of , 

nnlesB,  previously  thereto,  eq u it eble  airangemeiite  shall 
be  made  between  the  two  Govemmenta,  on  the  difler- 
onces  eubiiisting  between  them ;  md  to  continue  nntil 
audi  anangemente  shell  be  agreed  upon  and  settled. 

This  resolution  is  intended,  Mr.  President,  to 
afford  aid  to  the  neeotialion  recommeodeil  in  the 
second.  Without  this  aid,  or  something  similar,  I 
doubt  whether  Great  Britain  would  not  calculate, 
as  heretofore,  on  an  indecisive  cbaraccer  in  our 
Qo?eTiimeQt — on  its  iodi^posilioa  to  lend  any  aid 
or  protection  to  commerce  i  and  reasoning  thus, 
whether  her  Minister  might  not  be  induced  to  be- 
lieve that  be  could  proijeed  in  safely  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  every  part  of  our  eommerce  with  her  ene- 
mies and  their  dependencies.  This  measure,  Mr. 
President,  is  called  a  war  measure.  Is  it  so  f  If 
it  is,  then  does  Oreai  Briiain  maintain  a  constant 
war  measure  against  the  Uniled  States,  for  she, 
at  at  all  times,  prohibits  the  iroporiaiiDn,  into  her 
ports,  of  every  article  manufactured  within  our 
country.  Sbe  even  prohibits  our  provisions  from 
being  consumed  in  her  kingdoms,  except  when 
her  wants  compel  her  to  admit  them.  If,  then, 
■he  has  set  us  ibe  example,  and  has,  by  her  laws, 
prohibited  every  article  of  our  manufacture  from 
oeio^  admitted  into  her  kiagiloms,  how  can  our 
prohibiting  a  part  of  her  manufactures  from  being 


imported  into  the  United  States,  be  considered  as 
a  war  measure?  This  measure  is  not  inteDJed 
to  take  effect  immediatelv.  The  first  of  Norm- 
ber  neit  is  eontemplaied ;  which  will  give  fuU 
time  for  negotiation,  and  for  Great  Briiain  to  re> 
fleet  on  her  cruel  and  unprovoked  conduct  toward* 
DS — a  conduct  that  has  been  highly  reprobated  in 
England — a  conduct,  that,  when  examined,  hai 
but  too  much  the  appearance  of  a  determinatioa 
to  benefit  by  the  plunder  of  onr  property,  without 
the  atithority  of  law,  and  directly  contrary  to  the 
public  sanciion  nren  :o  our  neutral  trade  in  a 
correHDODdence  neld  between  Lord  Hawkesbntr 
aad  Mr.  King,  in  imi. 

Some  genucmen,  anxiooB  to  defeat  this  meas- 
ure, are  attempting  to  create  a  difference  between 
the  agricultural  and  commercial  interest.  Bneh 
conduct  is  unworthy  of  the  itatesman.  The  one 
is  absolutelf  necessary  to  Ihe  other.  I  will  not, 
Mr.  President,  discuss  a  subjectso  self-evident.  I 
will  only  remark,  that,  should  this  propositioD 
prevail,  It  will  be  more  Mverely  felt  by  tne  mer- 
chant than  the  farmer.  The  Iniiet  can  tire  within 
his  own  meaai ;  the  merchant  depends  upon  hi* 
commerce  for  support ;  and  on  this  ground,  1  had 
expected  that  the  opposition  would,  and  might, 
with  some  reason,  be  given.  I  believe,  however, 
that  the  merchants  of  our  country  will  never  be 
found  less  ready  to  make  sacrifices  for  the  gfeneral 
good,  than  their  fetlow-eilizens.  Oentlemea  call 
the  trade  pursued  by  our  merebaats  a  carrying 
trade.  This  is  not  correct.  There  is  a  wide  dif- 
ference between  tbe  carrying  trade  and  our  neu- 
tral eommerce.  Tbecarrying  trade  is,  when  ship* 
are  ernployed  in  carrying,  for  a  freight,  the  prop- 
erty of  others.  In  this  trade  tbe  Duicb  were  ett- 
gaged  in  carrying  the  prodace  of  the  French  col- 
onies to  the  motber  country,  ie  1756,  on  accotnt 
of  the  French  planter  and  merchant,  in  which 
they  were  e er tarn ly  sanctioned  by  their  existing 
treaty  with  Great  Britain,  which  fully  Etipolatea 
their  right  lo  be  carriers  in  such  case.  The  Brit- 
ish, however,  seized  their  ships.  The  neutral  trad^ 
is  that  which  we  pursue,  to  wit ;  our  ships  are 
hden,  for  our  own  account,  in  the  French,  Span- 
ish, and  Dutch  colonies,  in  which  no  foreigna 
has  any  concern.  This  is  the  trade  which  we 
claim  as  a  right,  in  time  of  war  as  well  as  peace, 
when  permitted  by  the  nations  to  which  sues  col- 
onies belong.  If  any  of  our  ships  are  found  carry- 
ing the  property  of  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain, 
let  them  be  punished,  we  mean  not  to  defend 
them. 

A  firm  friendship  on  the  part  of  tbe  United 
States,  is  desirable  with  all  nations — with  none 
more  than  with  Great  Britain.  We  can  be  mu- 
tually useful  to  each  other.  Our  usefulness  to  her 
is  self  evident.  Her  friendship  to  us  would  tend 
greatly  to  our  happiness  sod  peace  as  a  nation, 
and  could  in  no  manner  operate  to  ber  injury.  A 
mutual  good  understanding  appears  to  me  so  ne- 
cessary 10  Great  Britain,  ihat  no  trifling  consid- 
eration ought  to  induceher  to  disturb  IL  Permit 
me  to  inquire  what  are  the  benefits  which  resnlt 
to  that  nation  from oorcoramercel  I  have  before 
me  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
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calcQiated  on  an  arerage  of  thr«e  years,  \>j  which 
I  observe  that  the  United  Slates  imporl  aDnually 
from  all  the  world,  to  the  amoupt  of  serentv-five 
millions  of  dollars,  of  whi^h  thirty-she  millions 
are  imported  from  Great  Britain  and  her  depeod- 
encien ;  tweniy-seTen  millions  four  hundred  ihou- 
eand  dollar?  thereof  being  actually  of  the  articles 

manufactuTed  in  Great  Britain,     Of  the — 

fire  millioDS,  (oQr  total  imports,) 
millions  are  articles  reexported,  so 
amount  of  importation,  lor  our  own  consump- 
tion, can  onlybeestimated  at  forty-seven  idillloD). 
Of  (bis  foriy-seren  millions  I  am  convincedj  from 
the  Secretary's  report,  that  at  least  thirty-millions 
are  imported  from  Great  Britain  and  her  depend- 
eneiea,  and  consumed  by  our  citizens.  The  total 
amount  of  exports  of  the  native  prodncis  of  the 
United  Slates  is  neat  forty  millions  of  dollars,  of 
which  twenty  millions  of  dollars  are  exported  to 
Great  Britain  and  her  dominions.  Out  of  ibis 
sum  not  more  than  fifteen  millions  of  dutlars  can 
be  considered  as  a  regular  export  for  the  use  of 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies.  ITor  instance, 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  states  the  value  of  to- 
bacco exported  to  Great  Britain,  on  the  average 
of  three  years,  at  three  million  two  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  when,  I  believe,  it 
■will  be  admitted  that  not  more  than  fourteen  thou- 
sand hotheads  are  estimated  as  her  annual  con- 
sumption. Ships  laden  with  tobacco,  atttiough 
they  clear  out  for  Eogland,  in  many  instances 
only  call  there  for  orders,  and  proceed  to  the  ports 
on  the  continent  for  the  sale  oi^  their  cargoes.  Pro- 
risions,  which  can  only  be  admitted  into  Great 
Britain  in  times  of  real  searcitv,  cannot  be  con- 
aidered  as  an  export  to  her  woich  may  at  all 
times  be  calculated  npon.  Their  amount  in  the 
Secretary's  report,  is  stated  at  two  millioos  one 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand.  On  this  subject  I 
will  make  one  other  observation.  It  is  this :  that 
our  exports  are  estimated-  at  their  present  prices^ 
On  a  return  of  peace  those  prices  cannot  be  ex- 
pected, whereas  the  price  of  the  goods  imported 
will  continoe  at  least  as  high  as  they  now  are. 
From  this  view  of  the  sobiect,  and  I  believe  it 
correct,  it  will  appear  that  the  United  Stales  im- 
port from  Oieat  Britain  and  her  possessions,  near- 
ly one-half  the  amount  of  her  total  importSj  near 
two-ihirds  of  all  that  we  import  for  our  own  use 
and  consumption,  and  that  Great  Btitafn  and  her 
dependencies  do  not  consume  of  our  products  more 
than  one-half  of  the  amount  of  what  we  import 
from  her.  By  the  same  report  it  will  be  seen 
that  Great  Britain  exports  to  the  United  States 
of  her  manufacttlrea  twenty-seven  millioos  four 
hoDdred  thousand  dollars,  and  consumes  only  nine 
millions  iodependentof  her  colonies]  and  deduct- 
ing, as  before  stated,  for  tobacco  not  used;  and 
provisions  only  admitted  in  times  of  scarcity.  To 
make  up  the  balance  which  we  are  thus  indebted 
to  Greet  Britain,  our  merchants  are  compelled 
to  exercise  their  talents  and  their  enterprise  in 
seeking  other  markets ;  in  doing  which,  in  a  lair 
and  legal  manner,  and  as  sanctioned'  by  Great 
Britain  in  1801,  their  ships  have  been  met  by  the 
Btitbh  cmiaers,  eanied  into  partand  condemned, 


under 'the  pretext  of  new  principles,  heretofore 
nnknown  to  them.  And  yet,  Mr.  President,  with 
all  their  industry  the  balance  of  trade  appears  bj 
the  Secretary's  report  to  be  against  the  United 
States.  The  Secretary  ha?  assigned  sound  rea- 
sons to  show  how  this  deficiency  stated  by  him, 
of  seven  millions  s^inst  the  United  Slates,  may 
be  accounted  for.  He  might  have  added,  that  the 
plunder  committed  on  us  by  the  belli^renls  had 
essentially  contributed  to  create  that  balance.  He 
might,  with  truth,  have  said,  that  the  seizure  and 
unlawful  condemnation  of  the  ships  and  cargoea 
of  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  by  the  Poweta  at 
war,  had  added  at  least  six  millions  of  dollars,  in 
the  three  years,  towards  creating  that  heavy  ap> 
parent  balance  of  trade  against  our  country.  Bat 
for  those  depredations,  the  balance  would  certain- 
ly have  been  much  less.  But,  Mr.  President,  are 
lliose  the  only  advantages  arising  flora  our  trade 
to  Great  Britain  7  No,  sir  j  almost  all  oar  money 
negotiations  go   through   her   merchants.      The 

Sroceeds  of  a  ereat  part  of  the  cargoes  shipped 
■om  the  United  States  to  other  couatries  are  or- 
dered to  Great  Britain,  and  either  go  to  pay  oaf 
debts  there,  or  are  drawn  from  ihencti  by  bills  of 
exchange,  thus  giving  to  Great  Britain  acreal 
source  of  wealth  and  employment.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, we  are  in  truth  more  useful  to  her  than  if 
we  were  again  her  colonies, for  she  enjoys  almost 
all  the  benefits  resulting  from  our  commerce,  and 
incurs  no  expense  In  our  protection.  Prom  Cock's 
Eiatement,  it  appears  that  America  imports  from 
Great  Britain  one-quarter  of  the  manufaclurea 
which  she  exports.  For  all  these  advantages,  Mr. 
President,  and  surely  they  are  important,  what 
return  do  we  receive?  We  ought  to  expect  that 
which  would  be  favorable.  We  receive  the  re- 
verse. How  Great  Britain  conducts  herself  ta>- 
wards  ns  shall  be  a  part  of  my  present  inijoiry. 

Pending  the  last  war  betnreen  Great  Britaitl 
and  France,  the  latter  ordered  her  cruisers  to 
seize  all  goods,  the  manufacinres  of  Great  Britain, 
found  on  board  the  ships  of  oeutrats.  Great  Bri- 
tain made  this  a  pretext  for  levying  a  convoy 
duty  of  one  half  pec  cent,  on  goods  exported  from 
Great  Britain  to  the  nations  of  Europe,  aud  one 
per  cent,  on  similar  goods  when  exported  to  the 
United  States.  We  asked  not  their  convoy,  and 
seldom  accepted  it.  If  convoys  however  were 
given  and  accepted,  there  Was  some  reason  why 
we  should  pay  double  as  much  as  was  paid  by  the 
Europeans,  because  the  voyage  was  twice  as  long; 
We  had  every  reason  to  expect  that  we  should'  be 
relieved  from  this  imposition  on  a  peace.  We 
were  disappointed.  In  1802,  the  fear  of  peace,  it 
was  changed  by  act  of  Parliament  from  a  convotf 
duty,  to  a  duty  of  exports,  and  thus  was  imposed 
upon  ns  without  any  assignable  reason  double  thft 
duty  payable  by  any  Othernation.  Great  Britain^ 
finding  that  we  tamely  sobmitted  to  this  injury, 
did  in  1903,  by  an  act  of  Parliament,  levy  a  new 
duty  on  exports,  in  which  she  imposed  on  hef 
goods  exported  to  Europe  a  duly  of  one  per  cent,, 
and  on  goods  exported  to  the  United  Slates  ihred 
per  cent.  By  the  first  act  we  are  charged  double 
the  duty  paid  by  other  nations,  and  by  the  secooJ 
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we  are  compelled  lo  pay  three  times  (he  amount 
of  duty  paid  by  olber  Powers.  It  appeaTs.  by  the 
report  of  ihe  Secretary  o(  State  now  bBfore  me, 
thia  tax  laised  a  reveuue  from  liie  United  Stales 
of  8532,727.  I  had  stated  on  a  former  occaBioa 
thai  it  amouoted  to  a  much  greater  sum;  but  I 
had  ealculaied  that  the  duty  bad  been  charged  on 
CTecy  article  exported.  The  Secretary's  report 
says,  il  is  not,  and  yet  I  do  believe  that  our  mer- 
chants pay  on  the  amouoi  of  iheir  ioFoices.  On 
this  subject  I  may  be  misiakeo,  and  theirfore  (alee 
the  Secretary's  report  for  my  guide.  Il  may  here 
be  proper  to  remark  that  Ireland  remonslialed 
against  ibis  export  duty,  and  it  was  immediately 
taken  off  her  linen.  Iiejand  will  complain  loudly 
if  you  pass  ibis  resolution,  and  she  will  be  beard. 

On  whom,  Mr.  President,  does  ibis  half  million 
fain  Not  OQ  Ihe  merchant.  No,  sir;  he  puts  it 
on  the  goods  and  adds  a  reasonable  proSt  tbereto. 
The  people  of  the  United  Slates  are  thus  laxed  lo 
an  amount  that  would  have  caused  a  revolt,  had 
Oreai  Britain  imposed  i(  when  we  were  Colonies. 

Independent — we  fold  our  arms  and  lamely 
■ubmit.  Had  no  new  grierancea  occurred,  I  in* 
tended  to  have  proposed,  at  ihis  session,  the  very 
measure  now  before  the  Senate,  and  therefore 
did  call  at  the  lasi  session  for  (he  reports  of  the 
Secretaries  of  Stale  and  Treasury,  -which  I  have 
referred  to.  This  uawatraniable  conduct  I  had 
considered  of  itself  sufficient  to  induce  a  recrimi- 
Bation,  similar  to  tbe  resolution  now  under  con* 
aideraiioD.  But  to  this^  Great  Britain  has  added 
Other  and  more  serious  injuries,  such  as  we  ba7e 
declared  in  our  GrRt  resolution  [o  be  a  "  violation 
of  our  neuital  rights  and  an  encroachment  on  our 
national  independence."  She  has  assumed  tbe 
principle  that  neutrals  have  no  right  to  a  trade 
with  her  enemies  in  times  of  war,  not  permitied 
to  them  in  limes  of  peace.  The  Senate  have 
UDBnimou^ly  declared  that  ibis  principle  is  unjust 
and  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations.  1  bare  there- 
fore uo  occasion  lo  go  into  the  consideration  of 
this  novel  doctrine ;  ii  may  however  be  proper  to 
Etaie  some  fads.  In  1801,  a  decision  was  bad  in 
an  inferior  court,  bottomed  on  this  doctrine  ;  an 
appeal  to  the  superior  court  brought  the  case  lo 
(he  knowledge  of  our  Minister,  Mr.  Kingj  be  im- 
mediately remonstrated  against  it,  and  after  dis- 
cussion, It  was  admitted  that  it  was  not  la>vrul  to 
carry  the  doctrine  lo  the  extent  claimed.  Such 
Whs  the  written  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General 
of  Great  Britain.  In  that  opinion  il  was  em- 
phatically slated  Ibal  neutrals  were  authorized  lo 
trade  freely  f torn  their  own  counlry  to  a  bellig- 
erent's colony,  (although  such  trade  was  not  per- 
mitted in  time  of  peace,)  and  from  sucb  colony 
back  lo  sucb  neutral  country,  where  the  goods 
must  be  landed  and  the  duties  paid,  or  secured  to 
be  paid,  agreeably  to  law  j  (hat  ibis  act  neutralized 
the  property,  and  the  goods  might  be  re-ibipped 
io  the  same  vessel  in  which  they  were  imported, 
or  in  any  other  ship,  to  any  country.  This  opin- 
ion of  tlie  Attorney  General  was  considered  by 
the  merchants  of  the  United  Slates  as  if  it  had 
been  the  act  of  a  convention  between  the  two 
lalions.    It  wta  their  polar  alar,  by  which  they 


conducted  their  commerce  «iid  regulated  theit 

conduct.  - 

A  year  of  peace,  1802,  ensued.     On  the  recon-      ) 
mencement  of  hoEiiliiies  in  1803,  orders  were  is- 
sued lo  the   conimanderi  of  the  British  ships  i£ 
war,  varying  from  ibose  under  which  thrjt  had 
acted  in  180],  unknown  lo  our  merchants — pet- 
baps  Dot  understood  by  tbe  officers  lo  whom  they 
were  directed — and  not  put  io  execution  for  two 
years — which  authorized   the  capture  of  onr  ves- 
sels, although  trading  in  exact  conformity  with      . 
the  opinion  of  the  British  Attorney  General,  de-      1 
livered  in  1801,  and  under  the  sanctian  whereof,      | 
our  ships  were,  as  was  conceived,  navigating  tin 
seas  in  perfrct  security.    What  shall  we  call  sucb 
conduct  t     May  we  not  say  ihat  it  was  condoct 
wholly  unwortny  of  agreatand  powerful  nationl 
Is  it  such  conduct  as  can  be  approved  by  a  people 
so  just  as  ihe  people  of  Great  Britain  7     No  sirl 
It  has  been  reprobated  in  England  in  lemu  so 
strong,  anil  language  so  just  aod  proner,  that  it 

Crobably  alarmed  the  Government.  The  book  I 
old  in  my  hand,  called  "  War  in  Disguise,"  wat 
published  immediately — a  book,  Mr.  President, 
eminently  calculated  to  seduce  and  deceive  tie 
good  people  of  England — a  book  written  in  a  style 
so  seduclive,  that  you  are  hurried  along,  and  have 
scarcely  time  to  examine  or  delect  (be  misstate* 
menls  it  contains.  It  addresses  itself  to  the  preju- 
dices and  feelings  of  the  English  nation,  and  may 
have  had  its  efiect  there.  Nay,  even  here  J  £nd 
some  gentlemen  have  taken  for  truths,  ■ssamed 
facts,  and  have  attended,  perhaps  too  moeh,  with- 
out examining  the  facts,  to  the  reasoning  adduced 
therefrom.  And  yet,Mr.  President,  the  American 
reader  has  full  warning,  for,  in  the  thirty-seventh 
page,  we  are  gravely  told,  that,  the  "  frugal  citi- 
'  sens  of  America  make  molasses,  for  the  most 
^  part,  their  substitute  for  sugar,  and  have  learned, 
'  from  habit,  lo  prefer  it  to  the  more  costly  artw 
'  cle."  A  story  so  palpably  false  and  foolish,  ou^t 
to  induce  the  reader  to  be  cautious  of  placing 
fidence  in  other  assertions  of  thfe  writer, 
where  those  assertions  are  calculated  to 
terest  and  honor  of  our  country. 
The  writer  appears  to  have  believed  that  ourrev- 
enue  laws,  and  those  of  Great  Britain,  were  sim- 
ilar ;  and  ne  has  drawn  bis  arguments,  of  course^ 
from  false  premises.  In  page  fifty-nine,  be  saya: 
"  On  tbe  arrival  of  a  cargo  destined  for  eiporta> 
'  lion,  they  were  allowed  to  land  tbe  goods,  and 
'  even  put  (hem  in  private  warehouses,  without 
'  paying  any  part  of  the  duties,  and  without  any 
'  farther  trouble  than  that  of  giving  a  bond,  with 
'  condition,  that,  if  the  goods  should  not  be  re-ex- 
'  ported,  tbe  duties  should  be  paid."  Now,  sir, 
everybody  knows  ibis  to  be  misstated.  In  Eng- 
land the  merchant  can  enter  his  goods  for  export- 
ation, and  land  the  same;  in  tbe  United  States 
he  cannot.  If  landed  at  all,  they  must  pay,  or 
secure  tbe  payment  of,  the  duties,  i  ' 
manner  as  all  importat'  ' 


specially  w 


IS  are  conducted 


There 


In  page  sixty-one,  the  writer  in  the  case  of  the 
Essex,  OrDe,tay«i  ■'In  tbii cite  was  found  an 
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'  affidtril  of  the  owner  tUting  that  the  goods  had 
'  been  laden  od  board  froni  alores  in  Salem,  and 
'  ihal  the  duUt!i  were  paid,  or  secured,  according 
'  to  law-  Yet  it  afterwards  appeated,  oo  bis  own 
'  admistioD,  thai  he  had  only  giveo  (be  usual  bond 
'  OD  ihe  entry  of  liie  cargo  from  Baroelona,  which, 
'  we  have  seen,  is  a  security  to  r&-ezpoTl,  rather 
'  than  to  pay  duties  on  the  cargo,  and  wbicb  had 
'  accordingly  been  cancelled  on  the  re-eiporta- 
'  tion."  No  sir !  we  bare  seen  no  sacb  thioK.  No 
such  bond  could  be  taken  under  our  laws.  No  such 
bond,  I  will  venture  to  assert,  has  ever  been  taken, 
and  this  the  writer  might  have  known,  for  a  cer- 
tified extract  of  our  law,  on<(hai  particular  ease, 
of  our  practice  under  the  law,  was  sent  from  the 
Department  of  State  to  Great  Britain,  to  meet 
this  very  case.  In  page  sixty-two,  he  proceeds 
with  the  same  error,  thus :  "  When  it  was  found 
'  that  the  duties  had  been  secuied.  not  in  a  way 
'  applicable  to  goods  meant  to  be  sold  in  America, 
'  but  in  a  mode  devised  for  the  special  conveni- 
'  eoce  of  importers  inteading  re-exportation,  the 
'  suspicion  inal  tbe  claimaai  origisallv  meant  to 
'  continue  the  voyage,  as  be  eventually  did,  was 
'obviously  airengthened,  if  not  absolutely  con- 
'  firmed."  It  is  not  true,  Mr.  President,  that  any 
new  mode  had  been  devised  for  the  special  con- 
veoience  of  importer*  intending  a  re-ezporiatioo. 
The  mode  practised  now,  is  the  same  that  has 
been  invariably  practised  in  tbe  custom-houses. 
I  aever  have  known  aoy  other.  I  will  stale  the 
practice,  under  tbe  laws,  for  the  information  of 
gentlemen  who  may  not  have  turned  their  atten- 
lioa  to  the  subject :  Oo  the  arrival  of  a  vessel  in 
any  of  the  ports  of  the  United  Stales,  the  master 
presents  himself  at  the  custom-house,  and  deliv- 
era  to  the  collector  a  manifest  of  the  cargo.  In 
that  manifest,  if  the  cargo  is  intended  for  re-ex- 
portation, it  is  so  declared ;  in  which  case,  an  in- 
spector remains  on  board  such  vessel  until  she 
departs ;  no  part  of  the  cargo,  sa  declared  for  ex- 
portation, can  be  landed ;  no  bond  for  duties  is 
taken,  nor  any  other  bond,  except  one  conditioned 
that  no  part  of  such  cargo  shall  be  landed  within 
the  United  States.  Few  vessels  make  use,  ([in 
tjmesof  war,)  of  this  privilege,  except  those  which 
come  from  a  neutral  country,  or  from  the  posses- 
sions of  Great  Britain.  Those  merchants  who 
are  acquainted  with  the  British  system,  and  whose 
ve&sela  arrive  in  our  ports  from  the  country  of  an 
enemy  of  Great  Britain,  always  discbarse  their 
cargoes ;  secure,  or  pay  the  duty,  and  sul.  or  re- 
ship  the  same,  agreeably  to  out  laws.  Their  own 
interest  compels  ihem  to  it  j  for,  if  they  do  not 
discharge  such  cargoes,  they  cannot  ptocute  in- 
SDiance  under  three,  four,  or  five  times  tbe  usual 
premium.  Of  course,  no  man  would  be  so  devoid 
of  common  sense  as  to  pay  thousands  of  dollars 
for  insurance  when  the  same  number  of  hun- 
dreds would  pay  all  expenses  of  landing,  and  ibe 
transit  duty  of  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  oo  the 
amount  of  duty  to  the  United  Slates.  It  is,  there- 
fore, idle  to  suppose,  (as  charged  by  this  writer, 
and  as  believed  by  Ihe  ignorant,)  that  any  eva- 
sions in  this  way  would  be  attempted.  The  mer- 
chant understands  his  interest  too  well  to  commit 


■ueh  an  act  of  folly.  I  ihinic  it,  however,  not  im- 
probable that  a  few  vessels  that  had  sailed  in  tb9 
rear  of  peace,  1S02,  and  relumed  in  1B03,  might 
nave  proceeded  to  Europe  without  landing  ibeir 
cargoes.  But,  Mr.  President,  when  a  cargo  ar- 
rives which  is  intended  for  sale,  or  to  be  landed 
for  any  other  purpose,  there  is  out  one  mode  of 
acliug.  The  owner  enters  his  goods  at  the  cus- 
tom-house, and  gives  bond  with  sufficient  security, 
or  pays  the  duties  agreeably  to  law,  and  puts  tM 
goods  into  his  own  stores.  If  he  sells  tbem  to  • 
person  who  means  to  export,  or  intends  to  export 
tbem  himself,  a  declaration  thereof  is  made  at  the 
custom-hauae,  and  the  goods  are  shipped  undei 
the  inspection  of  the  proper  officers.  When  on 
board,  tQe  owner  and  master  give  bond  that  such 
goods  shall  not  be  relanded  within  the  United 
States,  which  bond  is  cancelled  on  certificate* 
being  produced  from  our  consnl,  at  the  port  of 
delivery,  that  such  cargo  has  been  landed  in  sucb 
port.  Debentures  for  drawback  of  duties  on  goods 
so  exported  are  granted  by  the  collector,  made  pay- 
able on  the  same  days  on  which  the  bonds  given 
for  the  duty  inward  shall  become  due,  whicn  de- 
bentures are  transferable,  but  are  not  payable  uotU 
the  bonds  on  which  they  are  issued  shall  be  paid. 
This  has  been  our  uniform  law  and  practice,  and 
not  made,  for  a  convenience,  to  answer  present 
purposes.  The  writer  of  "War  in  Disguise,"  as 
already  observed,  has  taken  his  premises  from 
English  law,Bnd  not  from  our  laws;  he  has,  there- 
fore, reasoned  on  false  premises,  has  probably  de- 
ceived himself,  and  certainly  has  deceived  others. 
The  book,  Mr,  President,  is  SUed  with  misstate- 
ments  of  our  laws  and  practises  trader  tbem  ;  but 
1  cannot  presume  on  (he  patience  ot  the  Senate 
to  take  up  their  time  in  deteciiug  every  error. 
The  writer  has  assumed  for  fact,  that  there  must 
be  a  great  deal  of  Dutch,  French,  and  Spanish 
properly  colluiiveiy  covered  by  the  American 
merchants )  for  be  says :  "  Where  can  America 
'  have  found  a  capital,  or  credit,  adequate  to  the 
'  vast  magnitude  of  her  present  investments  7  Bjr 
'  what  means  could  these  new  merchants  of  the 
'  United  States  be  able  to  purchase  all  the  costly 
'exportsof  (he  Spanish  colonies  7"  dte.,  &«.  Nay, 
Mr.  President,  I  have  beard  a  gentleman  in  anoth- 
er body  triumphantljr  ask :  '*  Where  have  these 
merchants  found  capital  to  carry  on  the  trade  of 
the  world?"  Mr.  President,  a  stranirer  travelling 
in  Sooth  Carolina  and  Georgia,  might  with  equal 
propriety  ask:  "  Whence  has  arisen  the  immense 
wealth  1  now  seel"  But  a  few  years  past,  and 
your  planterswerenot  more  rich  than  their  neigh- 
bors. Now  ibey  abonnd  in  wealth.  The  answer 
would  be  easy.  We  have  adopted  a  new  articio 
of  agriculture;  our  climaieandsoills  found  prop» 
for  cotton  ;  we  cultivate  that  valuable  article,  and 
it  has  yielded  great  profit.  Tbe  merchant  has  bia 
answer  as  ready,  lo  wit :  There  has  been  a  war  of 
more  than  twelve  years  in  Earope  ;  our  cooDtry 
has  been  neutral,  which  has  given  us  new  seas  to 
navigate,  and  new  sources  of  commerce  to  por- 
sae.  We  have  pursued  them  with  effect,  and  oi  . 
capital  hai  kept  pace  with  our  views,  thus  ex- 
tended by  our  peculiarly  fortunate  aituation.    But, 
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(ir,  how  u  oor  commerce  carried  od  1  Whence 
ooi  meanal  II  is  conducted,  Mr.  President,  wiih 
£ew  eiceptiona,  not  more  than  a  drop  io  ibeocear. 
bf  American  ciiizeos,  for  their  accouat  only,  and 
not  on  account  of  foteigaers.  la  addition  to  ilie 
capital  of  the  merchants,  there  is  a  bank  capital 
in  the  United  States  of  ai'ltast  Gftv  milliona  of 
dollars,  very  little  of  which  is  owned  oy  the  active 
and  enterpriiiiag  raeichanis,  from  which  they  de- 
rire  ^reat  adrantBges.  But,  sir,  this  trade  to  the 
Spanish  and  French  colonies  in  the  West  Indies, 
«nd  on  the  Main,  is  carried  o a  with  very  little 
American  capital.  The  Qerman  merchants  ex- 
poTl  to  the  United  Stales  annually,  to  the  amoant 
of  teven  millions,  in  goods  peculiarly  adapted  to 
the  trade  and  taste  of  thecolooies  of  Spain  and 
FiBBce.  Those  goods  are  geDerally  sold  at  six 
months'  and  at  eight  moDlDs'  credit.  Cargoes 
pfopei  for  those  markets  are  mad  a  up  principally 
of  tuch  goods.  acMirled  with  large  qnantities  of 
British  manufactures,  purchased  at  a  similar  cred- 
it] someclaret,  flonr,and  salted  provisions.  The 
returns  for  such  cargoes  are  made  in  SDgar  and 
eoffee,  which  may  fairly  be  expected  to  arrive  in 
three,  four,  or  five  montos;  of  course  in  full  time 
to  meet  the  pavisent  of  the  goods  purchased  on  a 
nedil.  Itwill  oeseen,  Mr.  President,  by  this  view, 
mod  it  is  correct,  that  the  West  India  trade  may  be, 
and  Id  most  cases  actually  is,  carried  on,  with 
Tery  tittle  of  the  active  capital  of  onr  merchants. 
The  trade  to  the  Isle  of  France  is  carried  on  also, 
in  pert,  hy  a  credit  obtained  on  En^ish  goods, 
whuch  are  found  to  have  answered  tnat  market. 
I  have  known  oae  cargo  go  to  that  island,  of  Brii- 
iah  manufactures,  which  cost  in  London  £10,000, 
KDid  which  was  sold  immediately.  Cargoes  of 
sucli  goods,  assorted  with  flour,  salted  provisions, 
French  wines,  and  some  specie,  enable  y< 
ebants  to  bring  back  carsnes  ol  coffee  u 
Beet  the  payment  of  ijfoods  bought  oa  credit,  and 
therefore  does  not  require  all  the  capital  that  might 
be  supposed  by  those  who  are  unacquainted  with 
the  commerce.  The  trade  toBataria  is  carried 
on  with  British  soods,  to  a  considerable  amount, 
obtained  also  on  long  credit ;  flour,  wines,  opium, 
bar-iroD,  coal,  and  dollars.  This  trade,  which 
has  been  considerable,  does  require  active  capital, 
which  those  merchants  employed  in  it  are  well 
known  to  be  sufficiently  wealthy  to  supply.  I  do 
not  believe  that  one  dollar  of  Dutch,  Spanish,  or 
French  capital  is  employed  therein.  Our  com- 
merce to  Mocba,  Muscat,  China,  aod  other  native 
eouDlries  in  the  East,  requires  capital.  But,  Mr, 
President,  to  what  does  tliis  trade  amount,  for  iba 
oonductiog  of  which,  it  is  asserted  at  home  and 
abroad,  the  American  merchants  cannot  tind  cap- 
ital 1  Why,  sir.  only  twenty-eight  millions  of  dol- 
btrs!  LelgentlemeDiudgeforibemselres.  Ipray 
them  to  look  at  the  Treasury  report.  Irwill  be 
tbere  seen  that  our  exports  lo  all  parts  of  the 
world  is  sixty.eighl  millions  ;  of  which  amount, 
twenty-eight  miirions  only  are  articles  of  foreign 
produce  and  manufacture.  It  is  theo  twenty- 
eight  milirous  of  commerce  beyond  our  own  prO' 
duce  and  consumpiion,  that  we  are  asked,  "  Where 
do  these  merchants  find  capital  to  carry  on  V  Ora- 


Qod  !  Mr.  President  where  can  that  man 
lived  in  America  who  wonld  ash  socb  a 
question?  Let  genllemen  look  at  the  report  of 
the  tonn^e  of  the  United  Slates  now  laid  mi 
your  table;  they  will  find  (with  a  small  addition 
for  aoregislered  vessels,  not  included.)  that  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  own  1,300.000  tons 
of  shipping.  Allow  each  ion  lo  be  worth  fifty 
dollars,  (and  this  is  less  than  the  value,)  and  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States  may  be  estimated  at 
sixty  millions  of  doHars.  Admit  that  each  owner 
has  only  capital  equal  to  the  value  of  bis  ship, 
(and  surely  no  person  will  deny  ns  this,)  aM 
there  would  be  aciiA  capital  in  the  hands  of  the 
1  ship-owners  alone,  nearly  equal  to  ibe 
whole  amount  of  the  annual  export  trade  of  the 
_  .led  States,  without  the  aid  of  the  fifty  mil- 
lions of  bank  capital,  or  the  other  facilities  that  I 
mentioned.  The  truth  is,  Mr.  President, 
that  where  there  is  collusive  trade,  it  will  befouad 
almost  invariably  to  be  for  the  account  of  British 
subjects,  and  not  for  the  account  of  their  enemies ; 
but  unimportant  in  either  ease — the  amount  not 
worth  mentioning.  The  charge  of  Americans 
covering  of  property  is  a  mere  pieteit.  made  by 
the  British,  for  condemning  our  vessels.  From 
this  view  of  our  commerce,  it  will  be  »een  ihat 
onr  merchants  vend  lar^e  quantities  of  the  maon- 
factures  of  Great  Britain  to  her  enemies — I  be- 
lieve to  the  amount  of  four  millions — and  they 
receive  in  payment  cofiee  and  sugar;  that  in  the 
transportation  thereof  to  Europe,  to  raise  the 
means  to  pay  for  those  very  goods,  she  anihorizes 
the  seizure  thereof  by  her  cruisers,  and  thns  plun- 
ders our  merchants  whilst  in  a  trade  declared  fair 
and  lawfal  by  her  own  Government  in  180). 

Suppose,  Mr.  President,  that  we  should  submit 
to  this  new  principle  of  Great  Britain,  will  not 
France  assume  the  same?  It  must  cerininly  be 
expected.  Great  Britain  does  not,  in  times  tif 
peace,  permit  American  vessels  to  trade  to  her 
West  India  islands.  France  may  say,  as  Britain 
does:  "Nor  will  I  permit  it  in  lime  of  warF 
What  would  be  the  consequence  T  We  should 
be  prevented  from  supplying  the  British  islands 
with  our  produce  to  the  annual  amount  of  six 
millions  of  dollars.  Great  Britain  would  lose  the 
sale  of  their  rum  to  ns,  to  the  amount  of  $2,440,000, 
and  her  colonies  would  suffer  greatly  for  the  want 
of  a  regular  and  cheap  supply.  I  am  confident, 
sir,  that  Great  Britain  woind  suffer  more,  were 
both  nations  to  enforce  thia  new  principle,  than 
France.  The  latter  has  but  two  small  islands  to 
supply;  England  has  all  her  own  vast  possev 
sioos,andalFthe  important  Dutch  colonies,  which 
they  would  bare  to  provide  for,  if  our  cheap  and 
easy  manner  of  supplying  them  was  prevented. 

But,  sir,  it  is  asked,  whatsdvantage  is  this  nen- 
tral  trade  to  the  cation  1  It  gives,  Mr.  President 
employment  to  an  immenie  number  of  vessels,  it 
employs  a  largecapital,  it  gives  vrealth,  (of  course, 
strength,)  lo  the  nation,  and  it  gives  }^50,000  of 
a  net  revenue  lo  the  Treasury,  as  slated  by  the 
Secretary — being  the  only  pan  of  our  revenue 
system  which  is  not  paid  by  the  people  of  the 
I  Uoiied  Stales.    They  pay  no  part  thereof.    For 
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myself,  I  atn  coDTineed  tbat  the  neutral  irade  of 
tbe  United  Smiej  pays  one  and  a  half  millions  in- 
to the  Treasury,  and  this,  I  verily  believe,  will  be 
proved  by  the  difference  of  reveoue  od  the  return 
of  peace,  when  other  nations  can  Uade  as  weij  as 
we  can. 

I  havCj  Mr.  President,  thua  taken  a  short  view 
of  the  iujurie*  offered  to  tbe  United  Suies  in  the 
DQJusI  seizure  of  their  proprrly  by  order  of  the 
Government  of  Greet  Britain,  and  in  the  imposi- 
tion of  higher  duties  on  goods  exported  by  her  to 
tbe  United  States  than  those  imposed  on  sitoilar 
goods  exported  to  other  nations.  I  have  not  taken 
notice  of^lhe  oulrageousinsulix committed  hy  the 
officers  of  tbat  Government  on  our  nttlionat  inde- 
pendence, by  ihe  impressing  of  our  aeemen  into 
their  DHvy,  because  tbat  subject  has  already  been 
abl^  discussed  in  the  Senate  durisg  the  present 
session.  I  cannot,  however,  forbear  to  observe, 
(hat  even  the  author  of  "  War  in  Disguise,"  (writ- 
ten, as  it  is  believed,  under  the  eye  of  the  British 
Minister,)  is  compelled  again  to  have  recourse  to 
British  law  lo  palliate  this  violent  aggression  on 
the  liberty  of  our  citizens,  which  be  impous  on 
the  English  for  tbe  law  of  the  United  Stales. 
Every  American  will  detect  the  error.  Speaking  of 
British  seamen  in  American  employ,  he  says  "hut 
'  when  Bod  how  have  these  sailors  become  Ameri- 
'cans7  By  engaging  fa  her  service  during  the 
'  last  and  present  war,  and  sometimes  by  obiainimg 
*  thai  formal  naturalization,  which  is  gratuitously 
'  given,  after  they  have  siiled  two  years  from  aa 
'  American  port."  A  misstatement  so  ^ross,  so 
devoid  of  fact,  could  deceive  no  American  -,  it 
might  an  English  reader;  for  "a  foreign  sailor 
'  serving  two  years  on  board  a  British  ship  of  war, 
'becomes  from  that  service  a  deoizeD  of  Great 
'  Brilain."  Not  so  in  the  United  States  ;  a  for- 
eign sailor  can  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
Stales  in  no  other  way  than  any  other  alien  can. 
The  trouble  and  difficullv  of  obtaining  the  rights 


-within  tbe  United  Slates.  I  do  noi  mean  to  in- 
clude herein  such  foreigners  as  have  become  offi- 
cers ia  our  merchant  or  naval  service. 

But  why,  ii  may  be  asked,  does  Great  Britain 
pursue  a  system  apparently  so  injurious  to  hei 
true  interest,  and  so  hostile  to  ours?  The  an- 
Bwet  may  be  found,  Mr.  President,  in  tbe  samt 
book,  page  71.  "  They  (Americans)  supplant  oi 
'  rival  the  British  merchant  throughout  the  conti- 
'  neot  of  Europe,  aod  in  all  tbe  markets  of  the 
'  Mediterranenn ;  they  supplant  even  the  manu- 
'  factures  of  Manchester,  Birmingham,  and  York 
'  shire  1  for  the  looms  and  forges  of  Germany  are 

*  TivaDing  us  by  the  ample  supplies  by  tbe  neutral 

*  (meaning  Araericao)flag  to  every  part  of  tbe  New 
'  World."  Here,  Mr.  President,  is  shown  the  Irue 
cause  of  one  Rowing  prosperity.  Qreai  Britain 
looks  with  a  jealous,  envious  eye  at  onr  increased 
and  increasing  commerce;  at  ihe  immense  con 
mercial  tonnase  of  the  United  Stales.  It  is  set 
that  we  hare  capital  equal  (o  oar  Irade^  and  ibi 
we  have  soparior  enterprise,  and  intelligence  a< 
iflfoior  to  tbeit  tDcrchmk.    Ya*,  air,  we  d«  sup- 


plant (not  rival)  the  British  merchant  every- 
where where  we  can  can  meet  hiiu  on  equal  terms. 
Yes,  sir,  we  have  set  the  looms  ofGermnny  to 
orli.  and  with  their  labor  do  *e  supply  tbe  New 
World.  Pass  this  resolution,  Mr.  President,  and 
tbe  looms  of  GertAanv  will  be  continued  in  motion 
after  a  peace.  Let  the  Irish  nation  consider  the 
effect.  Let  the  manufacturers  of  Great  Britain 
look  well  to  the  consequence  of  our  once  being 
diverted  from  the  consumption  of  their  goods. 
We  may  never  again  return.  Let  the  West  India 
planter  took  (o  our  consumption  of  his  rum  to  the 
araoont,  annually,  of  ^3,440,000,  and  let  him  re- 
collect that  French  brandy  will  answer  every 
purpose. 

Already,  Mr.  President,  I  am  sensible  that  I 
have  (sken  up  t«o  much  o{  tbe  time  of  the  Sea- 
ate.  The  importance  of  the  subject,  will,  I  hope^ 
induce  gentlemen  to  continne  their  further  atten- 
'  o,  whilst  I  shall  proceed  to  consider  the  oper- 
on  of  the  resolution  ou  our  nation  as  well  as 
Great  Britain.  1  am  free  lo  confess  tbat  this 
resolatioB  does  not  go  iba  Imgth  1  was  prepared 
to  go ;  however,  I  have  been  induced,  b^  the  rea- 
soning of  gen  ileal  en,  to  confine  the  prohibition  to 
such  goods  as  could  be  obtained  in  other  coun- 
tries, or  in  our  own,  on  terms  nearly  as  cheap  at 
those  we  tiow  get  them  at  from  Great  Britain. 
The  argument  used,  that  we  ought  to  adopt  do 
sysleai  that  we  could  not,  without  injury  to  oar- 
selves,  perpetually  maintain,  bad  its  influence  on 
my  mind,  and  probably  will  hare  a  proper  efieot 
ou  Great  Brtuin.  ll  ought  to  have,  for  she  wdt 
knows  the  dificnUy  of  drawing  baok  a  comnurca 
after  it  has  taken  another  course. 

The  first  article  in  Ihe  retolution  now  tindar 
consideration,  and  the  importation  whereof  from 
Great  Britais  is  proposed  to  be  prohibited,  it 

Woollens — On  this  article  1  shall  make  no  other 
remark  than  that  fine  cloths  can  be  procored  in 
France  as  cheap  as  they  can  now  be  purchased 
in  London.  Perhaps  gentloen  may  not  be  vril- 
Ling-to  prohibit  the  importation  of  coarse  wool- 
lens; if  ihey  should  not,  I  will  not  oppose  their 
wishes ;  the  quantity  rtqaired  of  coarse  woollena 
could  tiot  easily,  I  believe,  be  procured  on  the 
contiaenl.  In  many  of  the  Stales  the  wants  of 
the  people  would  be  aupplied  by  their  own  ia- 

Lineas — This  important  article  oao  be  procured 
in  Germany  as  cheap  as  in  Ireland.  The  British 
Government,  it  is  true,  give  aid  to  that  manufae- 
liue  by  a  bounty  on  export  of  one  penny  halfpen- 
ny sterling  for  every  yard  andet  the  cost  of  eigfa- 
leen  pence  sterling,  whieh  siake  them  come  oa 
term*  something  better  to  the  coqiumsr,  but  not 
much.  It  is  our  laste,  it  is  the  habit  we  have  beea 
in,  of  wearing  Irish  linens,  tbat  iaducee  a  prefer- 
ence. Other  nations  prefer  German  lineos.  So 
shall  we,  when,  by  this  resolution,  we  are  coia- 
pelled  to  make  use  of  them.  A  short  lintc  to 
make  the  trial,  and  our  laate  mair  inilnce  a  con- 
tinuance even  after  just  arrangfrnents  shall  be 
made  with  Great  Brilain.  Alreailv  a  preference 
is  given  to  German  fine  linens  by  those  who  weat 
tbetn.    No  other  nation  except  the  British  and 
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AntericBD,  purchase  Irish  liaetis ;  aliotberii  pterer 
the  Qerman  anil  French  linens.  If  you  pass  ihis 
r&tolution,  her  best  cuslomer  it  lost  Eo  Ireland, 
perhaps  forever.  I  pray  genllemen  to  recollect 
what  I  have  alresily  eialed.  to  wit:  That  Ireland, 
sensible  that  the  four  per  cent,  eiport  duty  laid  oii 
Briiish  ^oods  to  ihe  United  States,  would  be  high- 
ly injurious  to  her,  [emonslrated  against  it  as  de- 
Blruclive  of  their  in le rest,  as  nn  ioducement  which 


DOW  ezpoTt  hats,  boots, 
gteal  sbuDdance  in  oar 


the  consequence  1  An  immediBte  repeal  of  that 
duty,  so  far  as  it  related  to  linens.  Will  their  re- 
monstrance be  lest  strnag  when  they  find  we  have 
prohibited  their  importation  altogether  I  Will 
tbev  be  less  heard  or  attended  to  ?  Yes,  sir,  they 
will  be  heard,  especially  wiien  they  can  say  thai 
this  evil  is  brought  on  them  by  an  act  of  injus- 
tice on  the  pan  of  the  British  Qovernraeat  to- 
wards us ;  and  tbey  will  ably  contribute  their  aid  to 
obtain  for  us  justice,  agreeably  to  the  well  known 
Uws  of  DalioQS. 

Rum — This  expensire  and  dealrticlive  article 
ia  consumed  by  tne  English  and  the  citizens  of 
tbe  United  Slates  only.  If  the  West  India  ptan< 
tets  lose  our  custom,  ibey  cannot  find  purchasers 
elsewhere.  We  consume  of  that  article,  annually, 
to  the  amooot  of  82,444,000.  This  enables  the 
Itlanter  to  pay  for  his  proviBlons  for  bis  &mily 
and  his  slaves.  Cut  ofT  (bis  fond  from  htntj  and 
be  will  severely  feci  the  loss.  I  consider  this  ar- 
ticle among  the  most  impartaut  proposed ;  it  will 
oause  ibat  valuable  class  of  people,  the  British 
colonists,  to  inquire  into  the  caose  ;  they  will  find 
that  we  nave  been  cruelly  oppressed,  our  prop- 
erly unjustly  seized, and  ibey'witl  join  their  com' 
plaints  to  ihose  of  Ireland  ;  tbey  must  be  heard  ; 
yes,  Mr.  President,  they  will  bo  heard,  when 
tbey  tell  the  Minister  that  French  brandy  will 
soon  supply  the  place  of  their  rum  ;  that  when 
the  Americans  have  once  taken  a  taste  for  French 
brandy,  they  never  may,  and  probably  never  will, 
return  to  tbe  use  of  their  rum.  But^  it  is  said,  that 
oar  revenue  will  suffer  by  probibiiing  the  import- 
ation of  this  article.  Not  one  dollar,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent. The  law  will  not  takeefiect  uniil  Noveta- 
ber,  and  the  revenue  could  not  thereby  be  affected 
until  May,  1807,  when  tbe  last  bonds  for  duties 
thereon  would  become  due,  before  which  lime 
brandies  from  France,  Spain,  and  Ila^,  would  be 
imported  to  meet  the  full  amount  of  duties  that 
migbi  have  been  raised  on  rum,  if  the  importa- 
tion had  continued.  The  brandy  of  France  and 
Italy  would  be  paid  for  by  our  tobacco,  flour,  and 
lice ;  that  of  Spain  by  the  two  latter  articles. 

Hardware — This  article,  as  suited  to  our  taste, 
we  can  procure  in  no  other  country  than  Great 
Britain.  It  was  supposed,  by  our  committee,  that 
there  were  sufficient  in  the  coonlry  for  two  years' 
consumption — before  which  time  a  general  peace 
would  probably  be  made. 

Hats,  nails,  glassware,  boots  and  shoes,  can  be,  or 
already  are,  made  in  quantities  nearly  sufticient  for 
our  own  consumption ;  with  this  encourag«meot 
our  own  manufacturers  will  be  tound  equal  to  all 


want*.    Nay, 
and  shoes. 

Coal  and  slate 
own  country. 

Looking-^latse*,  ribbons,  and  silks  of  all  kind^ 

n  be  obtained  cheaper  in  Prance,  China,  and 
Italy,  than  in  England ;  yet,  sUch  has  been  our 
predilection  for  British  goods,  such  is  the  strength 
of  habit,  that  we  have,  notwithstanding,  ^one  lo 
England  for  those  ffoods.  This  resolution  will 
break  the  charm,  and  we  shall  probably  never  re- 
turn there  for  such  goods. 

Salt— This  is  an  article  highly  important,  as  it 
respects  Great  Britain.  We  import  thereof  from 
her  dominions.  BQDually,  to  the  value  arS463,392, 
beine  2,111,401  bushels.  To  lose  our  custom  on 
this  nigbly  important  article,  would  be  severely 
felt  by  Great  Britain.  By  us  it  would  not  be  felt 
to  any  extent,  for  we  should  easily  replace  that 
quantity  from  Lisbon,  Cadiz,  and  other  parts  of 
Spain,  with  salt,  as  I  am  informed  by  my  learned 
friend  from  New  York,  more  wholesome,  and 

rtainly  much  better  for  all  purposes. 

Let  not  gentlemen  fear  a  loss  of  revenue.  I 
have  taken  a  view  of  that  subject,  and  am  confi- 
dent the  loss  will  be  triSing ;  it  will  never  be  feLt. 
I  take  leave  to  kubmic  the  following  view  of  this 

The  duty  paid  annually  on  the  foUotving  arti- 
:les  imported  from  Great  Britain  and  her  depend- 
On  linens     »2M29 

Rum 1,100,000 

Salt 400,000 

Coal 20,000 

Nails 70,000 

Boots  and  shoes 10,000 


Woollens  and  the  olherarticles,  of  which 
the  precise  amount  of  duty  cannot 
be  obtaiiied  ;  I  presume  they  might 


1,63 


i..a 


This  amount  may,  and  certainly  will,  be  met 

by  the  following  substitutes,  to  wit : 

Duty  OD  linens  frotn  Qermaoy     -         -     921,429 

Duly  on  brandy  from  Spain,  France, 
and  Italy -  1,100,000 

Duty  on  salt  from  Portugal,  Spain,  Ita- 
ly, and  Cape  de  Verd  Islands   -        -     400,000 

Duty  on  silks,  fine  woollens,  ribboDS, 
and  looking-glasses,  from  France,  Ita- 
ly, China,  and  Spain        -       -        -     100,000 

Probable  loss  of  duties   ' 


If  it  should  be  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  that 
the  importation  of  coarse  woollens  and  hardwares 
shall  not  be  prohibited,  then  I  do  not  believe  there 
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will  be  one  dollir  lou  of  revenue,  if  ihe  rwolu- 
tion  should  pass. 

But,  Mr.  President,  no  deBcieocy  can  be  fell  in 
my  case  prior  to  the  Bammer  aod  Autumn  of  1B07, 
eren  if  a  totil  piobibition  of  allimportaiinniiwas 
intended.  1  praygeailemen  to  attend  to  this  sub- 
ject. The  Spring  imporlatian  will  arrive  in  a  few 
weeks ;  of  course  no  effect  can  be  faad'on  thai.  The 
ffooda  for  Ihe  Auiuma  are  now  preparing  in  Eng- 
bnd;  they  will  come  at  the  usual  time;  the  bonds 
taken  for  the  duties  thereon,  will  be  payable  in 
eight,  ten,  and  tweire  months;  of  course,  as  usual, 
in  the  months  of  June,  August,  and  October,  1807. 
Something  deeisire  must  happpen  before  that  pe- 
riod ;  a  negotiation  will  certainly  commence,  and, 
ifgentlemen  choose,  a  power  may  be  given  in  the 
bin  to  the  President  to  suspeiid  iis  operaiion,  if  it 
shall  appeat  to  him  that  the  British  Oovernment 
are  disposed  to  enter  into  an  equitable  arrange' 
ment  of  ail  disputes  between  the  two  nations. 

I  hare  thus  endeavored,  Mr.  President  (and  I 
hope  I  have  succeeded)  to  chow  that  the  measure 
proposed  ie  not  a  war  measure ;  thai  if  carried 
iltto  effect,  it  is  capable  of  materially  afiecting  the 
interest  of  Great  Britain  without  injuring  our- 
selves ;  that  our  revenne  will  not  be  aSected 
thereby  to  any  considerable  imount;  that  we 
have  justice  on  our  side ;  and  that  the  conduct  of 
Great  Britain  has  been  unjust  and  cruel  towards 
Ihe  Uoiied  Slates.  If  any  gentleman  should  still 
doubt  as  to  the  law  of  nations  being  against  the 
docUioe  of  Qreat  Biitaio  in  the  dispute  in  ques- 
tion, I  pray  him  to  read  the  book  laid  on  our  ta- 
ble, to  wit :  "An  Etamination  of  the  British  Doc- 
'  trioe  which  sobjects  (0  capture  a  neutral  trade, 
'  not  open  in  time  of  peace."  A  book,  Mr.  Presi- 
deol,  written  to  the  uDderstinding,  not  to  the  paa- 
Hons,  statiog  incontrovertible  facts,  on  which  to 
form  the  judgment ;  a  book  that  will,  I  hare  no 
donbt,  b«  translated  into  the  language  of  all  the 
maritime  Powers ;  and  will,  hereafter,  be  quoted 
as  containing  truths  that  may  be  relied  upon.  , 
The  consideration  of  the  resolution  was  further 
postponed. 

Tuesday,  March  11. 

The  bill  to  carry  into  efiect  the  provisions  of 
the  eighth  section  of  the  act  regulating  the  grants 
of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole,  the  amendmeDts  reported  on 
the  4ih  instant,  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  tnp- 
plemeatary  to  tbe  act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating 
the  grants  of  land  appropriated  for  the  refugees 
from  the  British  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia;"  and  after  progress,  the  bill  was  commit- 
ted to  Messrs.  Bbadlbt,  TBAc«,and  BALOwiN,to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  esIaUialiing  rules  and 
articles  for  the  government  of-  the  armies  of  the 
United  States  ;"  and  tbe  bill  having  been  farther 
amended, 


Jieiotved,  That  thin  bill  pass  as  amended. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  prohibiting  for  a  lim- 
ited time,  the  eiporlalion  of  arms  and  ammunition 
from  the  United  States  and  the  territories  thereof," 
was  read  the  third  time;  and  on  the  question,  Shul 
this  bill  passT  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
So  the  bill  was  lost. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comoitiee  of  the 
Whole,  the  hill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the 
consent  of  Coogreu  to  'An  act  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  passed  the  Slst  day  of  Decembcnr, 
1604,  so  far  as  tne  same  relates  to  authorizing  the 
City  Council  of  Charleston  to  impose  and  colleel 
a  duty  on  tbe  tonnage  of  vessels  from  foreign 

WanNBaoAT,  March  12. 
The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
made  on  the  6th  instant,  for  the  location  of  a  tract 
of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  lo  beeiven  as 
a  bounty  to  actual  settlers,  who  shall  be  liable  to 
be  called  into  service  for  the  defence  of  said  Ter- 


THiNoTON,    Andebsom,  Adaib.    Bsadley,  and 
Smith, of  Maryland,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 


"  That  a  committM  be  appointed,  to  join  with  sncb 
oommittB«  u  the  Hovwe  of  Rcpresentatiies  may  ap- 
point on  their  part,  to  consider  and  rsport  what  busi* 
be  done  bj  Congress  in  the  present 


Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  an  actof  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  passed  (he  21st  day  of  December,  1801, 
so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  authorizing  the  City 
Council  of  Charteaion  to  impose  and  collect  a 
duty  on  the  tonnage  of   vessels  from  foreign 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 


"%i. 


Jhe  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
miltee  of  the  Whole,  the  hilt,  entitled  "An  aot  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  concerning  the 
library  for  the  use  of  both  Houses  of  CoDgress;" 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments repotted  by  the  committee  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensstioa 
of  the  officers  of  toe  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives," as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and 
having  agreed  thereto,  tbe  hill  was  reported  to  tbe 
House  accordingly. 

Ordered.  Tliat  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

THuaaDAjr,  March  13. 
The  Senate  took  into  eonsideralion  the  motion 
tnade  yesterday,  "  That  a  committee  be  appointed, 
to  join  such  committee  as  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentative* may  appoint  on  their  part,  to  coosidn 
aud  report  what  business  is  necessary  to  be  done 
by  c5oDgrcea  in  the  present  session  ;  and  the  mo- 
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tion  having  been  adopted,  Meurs.  Wobtbinoton 
aad  Baldwin  were  appointed  the  commiitee  od 
the  part  of  I  he  Senate. 

Mr.  Anderson,  fro  en  the  committee  lowborn 
wu  referced.  oa  the  lOihof  Juiuarf  last,  the  mo- 
tion foie  revision  of  the  rulei  for  conducting  busi- 
ness in  the  Senate,  made  report ;  which  was  read, 
aad  ordered  to  lie  for  coniideratioD. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbule,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Stata  of  Teaaea- 
fee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain 
lands  (heiein  deHribed,aDd  to  settle  the  claims  to 
the  TBCBDt  Bod  u  nap  propria  lad  lands  within  the 
tame ;  and  having  amended  lite  bill,  it  was  report- 
ed to  the  House  accordingly. 

Fridat,  March  14. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  eichth 
section  of  the  act  regulating  the  granls  of  land, 
and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  Slates  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee; 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  [0  incorporate  a  National  Academy;  and  it 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  AnoEBBOH  presented  the  petition  of  Gilbert 
C.  Russel,  a  captain  in  the  militia  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  staling  that  he  was  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed thence  to  the  Natchez,  in  the  year  1803 ;  and 
that,  in  pursuance  of  this  order,  he,  together  with 


th< 


under  his 


land,  performed  di- 


vers military  serfices;  and  that  he,  muicuict,  lu 
(hat  service,  made  considerable  pecuniary  dis- 
barsement5,  for  all  which  he  prays  compensation ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Sec- 
letaryfor  the  Department  of  War  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  enabling  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  make  restitution  to  (he 
Government  of  Denmark  for  the  capture  and  con- 
demnation of  the  Danish  briganiine  called  the 
Henrick,  and  her  cargo,"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of 
this  bill  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pe- 
ter Landais,".  was  read  the  third  time ;  and.  on 
motion  to  strike  out  the  word  "six,"  and  in  lieu 
rtiereof  to  insert  the  word  "three,"  thereby  to  re- 
duce the  sum  proposed  for  his  relief  to  three  tbou- 
Mod  dollar?,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  by  one  of  the  majority,  ii  was  agreed 
to  reconsider  the  last  vote,  and  to  strike  out  the 

On  motion,  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  word  "five," 
ii  passed  in  the  negative ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was 
agreed  to  fill  the  bunk  with  the  word  "  four." 

On  the  quealioa,  shall  the  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed 1  it  was  deterjninsd  in  the  aOirmative — yeas 
19,  nays  10,  as  follows : 

-Yiis— MiNVa,  Adair,  Adaaw,  Anderfon,  Bayai^, 
Coailit,  Gilman,  HowlaDd,  Kitdial,  Maday,  MitchiU, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  amilh  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Taimea- 


we,  Snith  of  Vermont,  Thnutoa,  Turner,  While, 
WorthingtoD,  and  Wright. 

Navi— Meairs.  Baldvtin,  BndUj,  GaUlard,  HiU- 
houH,  Moore,  nckeiing,  Pluaiar,  SmUhof  New  Toik. 
Sumtei,  Bad  Tracy. 

So  it  was  Reiohed,  That  thi»  hilt  pass  ai 
amended. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend  an  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  concerning  the  library  for  the  use 
of  both  Houses  of  Congress,"  was  read  the  third 
time;  and,  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass? 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative.  So  the  bill 
was  lost. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennasee  i« 
issue  grants  and  perfect  titlea  to  certain  lands 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claimi  to  the 
vacant  and  unnppropriated  lands  within  the  sam*, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  further  amended. 

On  the  question,  Shall  ibis  bill  paul  it  w>« 
determined  in  the  affiroiatire— yeas  S5,  nays  %  aa 
foUoWB : 

YiAB — Maona.  Adams,  Andenon,  Baldwin,  Bayard, 
Bndley,  Coodit,  Gaillard,  Giloun,  HiUbouw,  Haw- 
lind,  Kitchel,  Macliy,  Mitchiil,  Moore,  Pickering, 
Flumer,  Smith  of  Mujiand,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith 
of  Ohio,  Smith  ofTennewee,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Som- 
ter,  Tney,  Worthinston,  snd  WrighL 

Nils — Measia.  Sutne  and  Tuioer. 

So  it  was  RsMolved.  That  this  bill  do  paAs,  that 
it  be  engrossed,  and  inat  the  title  thereof  be,  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tenaessee  to  issue 

S rants  and  perfect  titles  to  carta ia  lands  therein 
escribed,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vaoutt 
and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same." 

The  bill, entitled  "An  act  declaring  theeonsent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Slate  of  South  Caro- 
lina, passed  the  21st  day  of  Dtcember,  1804,  so 
far  as  the  same  relates  to  authoriziar  the  City 
Council  ofCharleElDnto  impose  and  coTlecta  duty 
on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  from  foreign  ports,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  the  further  eoneideratiaa 
thereof  poatponed. 

The  bill  to  explain  the  fifth  section  of  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory 
into  two  separate  governmeots,"  was  read  the 
third   time,  and  the  cousideratiou   thereof  post- 

The  bill  for  the  aneoaragement  of  the  flipping 
and  itavigaticnof  the  United  States  w«s  read  iha 
third  time,  and  the  farther  ccasidnaiion  thereof 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Tke  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  tmitees 
of   the   Presbyterian    Congregation   of   Geoige- 

Ordertd,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Monday,  March  17. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  37th  of  February  last  on  the 
subject ;  and  resolved  that  [wo  hundred  copies  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  with  the 
amendments  which  have  been  made  thereto,  be 
printed  fc»r  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  Hou$e  of  Representatives 
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Ex-Baahavi  of  Tripoli. 


Senate. 


inforaial  the  Senate  that  the  House  dbagree  to 
the  amendnietit  of  ihe  Seaate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"Ati  set  for  the  relief  of  Peter  LiniJaia,"  aod  in- 
ijsi  on  iheir  said  bill,  and  reqaesi  a  coaferenee 
with  the  Senate  theieon,  aod  have  appointed  man- 
agf!ra  on  their  part. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideTBtioD  the  resolu- 
tioD  of  the  House  of  Repie^Q la  lives,  requesting 
B  confereDce  on  the  bill,  entitled  '  Ad  act  for  the 
Kliefot  Peter  Landaia." 

Eetoletd,  That  they  agree  thereto,  and  thai 
Messrs.  BaADi^y  anti  Mitchill  be  ma&agen 
thereof  on  tb«  part  of  the  Senate. 

EX.BA8HAW  OF  THIPOLI 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  commitiee  appointed 
on  th«  ISih  of  JaDnary  last,  to  eonsidei  the  Me»- 
Mgeof  the  President  of  the  United  Slate*  of  the 
ISib  of  Januarjj  respecting  the  application  ^ 
Hamet  Caramalli,  made  the  following  report; 

The  sx-Buhaw  fbundi  his  claim  on  tbajusIicB  of 
the  UnileJ  State*,  &om  his  lerviceB  and  niSciing  m 
Iheii  cBDse,  and  from  his  baling  been  doecired  and 
amnsed  vith  the  prospect  of  being  placed  on  hia  throne, 
ftB  legitimate  Sovereign  of  Tripoli,  and  frequently 
drawn  fi-om  eligible  situationB  Tar  ibe  purpose  of  be- 
ing made  the  dnpe  and  initrument  of  policy,  and  finnlly 
aacrificed  to  misfortune  and  wretchedness.  Tho  coni- 
mittee,  &om  a  fnll  inTeatigation  at  the  documeoti  -which 
hare  been  laid  before  CannesB,  with  other  evidence 
that  baa  come  within  their  anowledge,  are  enabled  to 
la  J  before  the  Senate  a  brief  atatement  of  &cta  in  rela- 
tion to  tiie  ei'Baahaw,  and  the  leatdt  of  their  delibera- 
bona  thereon. 

Thia  anfiiitniate  prince,  t^  the  treason  and  paifldj 
of  hia  brothor,  tiia  reigniag  Bashaw,  waa  diivan  from 
hie  throne,  an  exile,  to  tlie  Rtgtnej  of  Tanii ;  whara 
the  agvnta  of  the  United  Stataa,  in  the  Meditenanean, 
jbond  him  ;  and  aa  early  a>  Augoat,  eighteen  hundred 
and  one,  entered  into  a  convention  to  co-operate  with 
him,  the  object  of  which  waa  to  obtain  a  permanent 
peace  with  TTip<di,  to  place  the  ex-BBehaw  ea  bii 
throne,  and  procure  indemirifieation  for  all  expense  in 
acoompliahing  tbe  aauie.  This  agreement  waa  renewed 
in  Na*enib«r  fiUowing,  with  encouragement  that  the 
United  8tat«a  weald  paisarare,  until  they  had  effected 
dieot>)eet;  and  in  eaghleen  hundred  and  two,  when 
Ihe  reigBing  fiaahaw  had  made  o<rertu«a  to  the  ■■- 
Baabaw  to  settle  on  him  the  two  pcoTineea  of  Deme 
and  Bengali,  and  wh«i  the  ex-Bsahaw  was  on  the 
point  of  leaving  Tunia,  under  an  escort  fbnushed  hiiu 
by  the  reigning  Baabaw,  the  agenta  of  tbe  United  States 
prevailed  on  him  to  abandon  the  offer,  with  aleorance 
that  the  United  Stales  would  effectually  co-operate,  and 
place  him  on  the  tbronc  of  Tripoli. 

The  same  engagements  were  renewed  in  eighteen 
hnndred  and  three,  and  the  plan  of  co-operation  so  ar- 
ranged, that  the  ex-Bashaw,  by  hia  own  exertions  end 
farce,  took  paaaeBsion  ot  tbe  province  of  Derna ;  but  the 
American  squadron,  at  that  time  under  the  command 
of  Commodore  Mortis,  instead  of  improving  Ibat  favor- 
able Eutment  to  co-operate  with  the  ei-Bariiaw,  and  to 
pat  an  end  to  the  war,  nnfottunata^  .abandoned  t|]« 
Barbary  coast,  and  left  the  «x-Baehaw  to  contend 
•olaly  witb  all  the  force  of  the  reigning  Badww,  and 
who  in  conaequaBce  was  obliged,  in  Ihe  ibre  part  irf  the 
year  nghteen  hnndred  ^d  fbnr,  to  give  up  hie  conquest 
of  Deme,  and  fly  hom  the  fiiry  of  the  osuipor  into 


Egypt  These  'tranaai^Qm  were.  Irom  time  to  time^ 
not  only  communicated  by  our  agents  to  UoTerDment^ 
but  ware  laid  beTore  Congresa  in  February,  eighteen 
hundred  and  four,  in  Ihe  documents  aceompanyinglhe 
report  of  Ihe  Committee  of  Claias  on  Ihe  pedtion  of  ftfr. 
BUon,  late  Consul  at  Tanis,  whkh  committee  npreasad 
Ibeir  deddsd  sp^sobatiMi  ef  hb  oflldal  condoot,  and 
to  which  report  Itw  eamiaiUae  beg  leave  to  refer. 

In  the  full  possession  of  the  knowledge  of  these  Ibeta, 
tbe  Government  oftbe  United  States,  m  June,  eighteen 
hundred  and  four,  despatched  Commodore  Barron,  wifli 
a  squadron,  into  (be  Mediterranean,  and  in  hirinstruc- 
tjona  snbmilted  to  his  entire  discretion  the  subject  of 
arailing  himself  of  the  co-operation  of  the  ex-Bashaw, 
and  referring  him  to  Mr.  Eaton  as  an  agent  sent  oat 
by  GoTemment  for  that  purpose. 

After  Commodore  Barron  had  arrived  on  the  station, 
in  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  four,  be  despatched 
Mr.  Galon  and  Captain  Hull  into  Egypt,  to  Rnd  tbe 
n-Bsihaw,  with  inatnictiona  to  assure  him  that  tbe 
Commodore  would  take  Ihe  most  cOectual  meaaurea 
^Uh  the  forces  under  his  command,  to  co-opcrale  with 
him  against  the  usurper,  bis  brother,  and  to  cstahTish 
him  in  the  Regency  of  Tripoli.  After  encountering 
many  difficulties  and  dangers,  the  ex-Bashaw  was 
found  in  Upper  Egypt  with  the  Mamelokes,  and 
commanding  the  Arabs  j  the  same  assurances  were 
again  made  to  him,  and  a  convention  was  reduced  to 
writing,  the  stipulations  of  which  had  the  asme  object* 
in  view  i  the  United  States  to  obtain  a  permanent  peace 
and  their  prisoners,  the  ei-Basbaw  to  obtain  his  throne. 
Under  these  impressions,  and  with  the  fullest  confi- 
dence in  ^le  assurances  ho  had  received  from  the  agents 
ofthe  United  Statei,  and  even  from  Commodore  Barron 
himself,  by  one  of  his  (the  Bashaw's)  secretaries,  whom 
be  had  sent  to  wait  on  the  Commodore  for  thatpunMse, 
he  gave  up  his  prospects  in  Egypt,  abandoned  his 
property  in  that  country,  eonstitoted  Mr.  Eaton  gen- 
eral and  commander-in-chief  of  hia  forces,  and  with 
such  an  army  ss  be  was  able  to  raise  and  support, 
marched  through  the  Lybian  desert,  suffering  every 
hardship  incident  to  such  a  perilous  undertaking ;  and 
with  bis  army,  commanded  by  General  Eaton,  aided  by 
O'Bannon  and  Mann,  three  American  officers,  who 
dkared  with  him  dke  dangera  and  haidalupa  of  Ibe  cud- 
paign,  and  wboae  names  tbeir  eoantry  wiU  finvrer  ra- 
cord  with  honor,  attadced  the  ci^  of  Dene  in  lb*  It» 
geUCT  of  Ti^mli,  on  the  twsnIy-eSTenfli  day  ef  April, 
ttuauwwnd  eight  hnndred  and  file,  and,  after  aweU* 
fought  battle,  took  the  same ;  and  for  the  first  time 
planted  (be  American  oohns  on  the  ramparts  of  a  Tri- 
ptditan  fort.  And  m  senraj  Isttles  aft^wards,  one  of 
which  be  fought  wiihont  ^e  aid  of  Uie  Americana, 
(they  hanng  been  Teatrained  by  Olden,  not  warranted  t^ 
any  polity,  issued  as  appeare  by  Mr.  Lear,  the  Ameri- 
oan  CeUBUl,)  debated  Ibe  army  of  tbe  usurper,  with 
great  slangbtej,  tnainlained  bis  eonqaest,  and,  withoat 
the  baaard  <rf  a  lepvlse,  would  bava  marched  to  tba 
throne  of  Tripoli,  had  he  been  supported  by.tiie  co-ope> 
ration  <rf'  tbe  American  squadron,  which  in  honor  and 
good  liath  he  had  a  right  to  expect  Tbe  committee 
woidd  hare  explicitly  declaie,  that,  in  their  [pinion,  no 
blame  ought  to  attach  to  Commodere  Barron.  A  wast- 
ing siekneaa,  and  a  eonaeqn^  mental  as  wril  as  bodily 
daUUty,  had  rendered  Um  totally  nn^e  to  exerdse  Ibe 
duties  of  commanding  the  squadron,  previously  to  tUi 
momentoua  crisis,  and  6om  which  he  has  never  re- 
oovareJ ;  and  la  Ibis  canse  alone  may  be  attributed  the 
final  &ilure  of  tbe  plan  of  co-operation  which  appears 
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to  have  bean  visaly  MoMrUd  bj  ibfl  GoremmBnt,  mud 
hitherto  bravel;  rxecDted  by  iti  officers. 

But,  however  unpteuuit  the  taak,  the  coannittae  era 

compelled,  b;  the  obhgatioDi  of  truth  and  dntj.to  itale 
jurther  that  Mr.  Lear,  lo  whom  was  entrusted  the  power 
of  Degotiating  the  peace,  appeen  to  hare  gained  acom- 
plote  aieendeQey  over  the  Commodore,  thoa  debilitated 
byrickneaa;  or  rather,  hiving  aaaamed  the  command 
in  the  name  of  the  Commodoie,*  to  hare  dictated  eiery 
tneuDre;  to  have  pual;zed  eiey  military  operation  by 
«ea  and  land  \  and  Gnally,  without  diiplajing  the  fleet 
pr  aquadron  before  Tripoli,  nithout  coiuulling  even  the 
aaiety  of  the  ex-Bashaw  or  hia  armj,  againat  the  opin- 
ion of  all  the  officeia  of  the  fleet,  go  br  a*  the  com- 
mittee have  been  able  to  obtain  the  aame,  and  of  Com- 
modore Rodgors,  (ai  appears  from  Mr.  Lear's  letter  t  to 
the  Secretary  of  Stale,  dated  Sjraciue  harbor,  July 
5lh,  1805,)  lo  have  entered  into  a  convention  with  the 
rNgniiigBaaban,by  which,  contrary  to  his  instruction!, 
be  atipulated  to  pay  him  atity  thoueand  dollars,  to 
abandon  the  ei-Ba>haw,  and  to  withdraw  all  aid  and 
asaietance  from  hi*  army.  And  although  a  atipulation 
was  made  that  the  wife  and  children  of  the  ei-Baehaw 
ahoatd  be  delivered  (o  him  on  his  withdrawing  from 
the  territories  of  Tripoli,  yet  that  stipulation  has  not 
been  carried  into  execution,  and  it  is  highly  probable 
was  never  intended  to  he.  The  committee  forbear  to 
make  any  comment  on  tho  impropriety  of  the  orders 
isBUed  to  General  Eaton  to  evacuate  Deme,  five  days 
previous  to  Mr.  Lear's  sailing  trom  Malta  for  Tripoli, 
to  enter  on  his  negotiation ;  and  the  honor  of  the  na- 
tion forbids  any  remarks  on  the  unworthy  attempt  to 
compel  the  ex-Bashaw  and  General  Eaton  to  give  up 
and  abandon  their  conquest,  by  withholding  auppliea 
from  the  army  at  Deme,  eight  days  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  the  negotiation  ;  nor  will  the  com- 
mittee condescend  to  enter  into  a  consideration  of  pre- 
tended reasons,  assigned  by  Mr.  Lear,  lo  [^alLale  hia 
management  of  the  afbirs  of  the  negotiation;  such  as, 
the  danger  of  the  American  prisoners  in  Tripoli,  the 
unfitness  of  the  ships  tor  service,  and  the  want  of  means 
to  prosecute  the  war ;  they  appear  to  the 


*  Extract  of  a  letter  Aom  Captain  DanL 
"  It  is  generally  beliered.by  die  officers  in  the  Medi- 
tenanean,  that  Mr.  Lear  had  a  gnat  aaeandoncy  over 
the  Commodore  in  all  hii  meunres  rdadve  to  the 
sqnadron;  andlranifreqiientobaerralioiiaof  Mr.  Lear's 
intimacy  with  the  Commodore,  dnHng  hia  dsbilitalad 
•tate,  I  am  of  the  same  opinion. 

t  "I  must  here  pay  a  tribute  of jnatiee  to  Commodore 
Bodgera,  whose  condact  dtiriag  the  negotiation  on 
board,  WIS  mixed  vrith  that  manly  finnneas  and  evi- 
dent wiih  to  continne  the  war  if  it  cooid  be  done  with 
prophet;,  while  he  diaplayed  the  magnaiumily  of  an 
Anwricen,  in  dedaiing  that  we  fought  not  for  conquest 
btit  to  maintain  our  juat  rights  and  natioaal  dignity,  aa 
foHy  eonnnead  the  negotialora  that  we  did  not  ai^,  but 
gMDt  peace. 

"  Yoo  will  pardon  me  if  I  here  introduce  ■  drcnm- 
Btance  eTincive  of  the  spirit  of  otir  cotintrymen.  At 
break&M  this  morning.  Commodore  Rodgeim  observed 
that  if  the  Baibaw  wonld  conaanl  W  deliver  up  onr 
oonntrymen  without  making  paaee,  ho  would  engage  to 
give  him  two  hundred  tbouiand  inatead  of  aiity  thon- 
aand  dollars,  and  raise  the  difi^enee  between  the  two 
same  from  the  ofScere  of  the  navy,  who  he  was  perfectly 
■sBured,  would  eontributa  to  it  with  the  highest  attis- 


have  no  foundation  in  tact,  end  are  used  rather  aa  a  veil 
to  cover  an  inglorious  deed,  than  solid  reasons  to  justi^ 
the  oegotialor's  conduct.  The  committee  are  &ee  tti 
say,  th^t,  in  their  opinion,  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  force  then  employed,  and  a  small 
portion  of  the  aiity  thousand  dollars,  thus  improperly 
expended,  to  have  placed  Hamet  Caramaiti,  the  right- 
ful sovereign  of  Tripoli,  on  his  throne  ;  to  have  obtained 
their  prisoners  in  perfect  safety,*  without  the  payment 
of  I  cent,  with  assurance,  and  probable  certain^,  ui 
eventual  remunention  for  all  expenses  j  and  to  have 
established  a  peace  with  the  Barbary  Powers,  that 
would  have  been  secure  and  permanent,  and  wludl 
would  have  digniSed  the  ntme  arid  character  ^  ^ 
American  people. 

Whatever  Hamet,  the  ex-Bashaw,  may  hare  said, 
in  his  letter  of  June  3»th,  1806,  to  palliate  tlie  conduct 
which  first  abandoned  and  then  niined  him,  the  Ssm- 
■te  cannot  tail  to  diacem  that  he  was  then  at  Syracuse, 
in  a  country  of  strangers  lo  his  merits  and  hiMtile  to 
his  nation  and  religion,  and  where  every  drcnmstanee 
conspired  to  depress  him,  which,  together  with  the  fear 
of  starving,  left  him  scarcely  a.  moral  agent. 

Upon  these  &cts,  and  to  carry  into  effect  the  princi- 
ple of  duty  arising  out  of  them,  the  only  remuneration 
now  left  in  the  power  of  the  United  States  to  make,  the 
committee  herewith  present  a  bill  for  the  consiJetatioa 
of  the  Senate.  The  committee  are  conGdent  that  the 
Legislature  of  a  free  and  Christian  country,  can  never 
leave  it  in  the  poncr  of  a  Mahometan  lo  sey  that  they 
violate  their  faith,  or  withhold  the  operalians  of  justice 
from  one  who  has  fallen  a  victim  to  hia  unbounded  con- 
fidence in  their  integrity  and  boijor. 

The  report  was  ordered  lo  lie  for  coDsideratiott. 

Mr.  Bradlev,  Trom  the  same  commiltee,  bIm 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamei  CaiRiitBlli, 
ex-Basb«w  of  Tripoli ;"  sod  the  bill  was  read,  «id 
ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

TuESDAT,  March  19. 

The  Vic£  Phebideht  being  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  PREaiDENT  pro  Uin- 
pore,  as  the  CoDstituiion  provides,  and  the  honor- 
able Samuel  Smith  was  appointed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  an  the  Pres- 
ident of  tho  United  Slates  and  acquaint  him  Ihai 
lUe  Senate  have,  in  the  absence  of  ihe  Vies  Paas- 
iDBHT,  elected  the  honorable  SANttEL  Skith  Pre»- 
ideni  of  the  Senate  pro  fempore. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  make  a  like  com- 
municaiioD  to  the  House  ot  RepresenlatiTes- 

Mr.  Bradley  submitted  the  followlog  resolu- 
lioo!  for  consideration,  which  were  read : 

"  Raolvei  lu  ihe  Senate  and  Hbute  of  Represtat' 
tivet  af  the  OriUcd  Slaia  of  America,  in  Congreu  a»- 
irmbud.  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of  the 
patriotism,  inCrspidity,  and  valor,  of  William  Eaton, 
late  General-in-Chief  of  the  army  of  the  ex-Bashaw  of 

■  Extract  &am  a  letter  of  Commodore  Rodgeis. 

I  nevei  thought  the  prisonen  were  in  danger." 

Extract  &om  a  letter  of  Lieutenant  WomeUy,  tbmt  s. 

priaoner  in  Tripoli, 

I  do  not  believe  that  there  was  any  danger  to  be 
apprehended  for  our  lives,  even  if  OMieral  Baton  and 
Hamet  Baahaw  had  have  mardiad  under  the  wall*  of 
Tripoli." 
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Tripoli,  and  of  Prieitl;  fj.  O'BaDiioii,  >■<]  Oeoige 
Wa^nglon  Mann,  three  Anurieail  officcn,  who,  with 
a  imall  numbei  of  AmcHcui  rauinea  and  the  faccei  of 
the  ai-Bnahaw,  compoaed  of  Greek*  and  Araba,  cout' 
•geooiij  marched  through  (he  Libyan  deant,  defeated 
the  Tripolitan  aimj  near  Deme,  and  took  that  city  on 
the  twenty -le Ten ih  da;  of  April,  eighteen  hundred 
and  five,  and  Ibr  the  firtt  time  spread  the  American  ea- 
gle in  Afiica,  on  the  ramparte  of  a  Tripotilan  fort,  and 
theiebj  contributed  to  release  three  hundred  American 
priaonera  from  bondage  in  TripolL 

"  Retohed,  Ai  a  further  testimony  of  the  gratitude 
fffthsircoanlry,  that  the  Prendent  of  the  United  Sutee 
be  reqnealed  to  eauae  to  be  anrreved,  within  the  limits 
of  the  public  landa  of  the  United  Statea  now  open  lor 
■ale,  a*  the  aaiil  William  Eaton  shall  elect,  a  townahip 
of  ail  miles  square,  to  be  called  Derne,  aa  a  memorial 
of  the  oonqneM  of  that  city,  fbraret ;  and  to  cause  to 
be  laid  oat,  surveyed,  and  granted,  to  the  said  William 
Ealon,  in  one  entire  tiaet,  within  the  said  lownaluji, 

thouaand  acres ;  and   to  Prieally  S.  O'Bannon 

and  George  Waahington  Mann,  each thouaand 

aciea  ;  and  to  Arthur  Campbell,  Bernard  O'Brian,  Da- 
vid Thomai,  and  James  Owen,  the  only  Barriving  ma- 
rinea  who  aerved  aa  Tolunteera  in  that  expedition,  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  each ;  to  be  granted  to  them, 
respectively,  their  heira,  and  assigns,  forever." 

referred,  on  the  4ib  of  February  last,  ibe  bill,  ea- 
tilled  "Aa  act  to  repeal  aa  mach  of  any  act  or 
acts  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the 
public  debt,  io  paymem  for  lands  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  pub- 
lic debt,''  reported  the  bill  with  ameDdments, 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  coDstd' 
eration. 

Retolved,  Thai  the  report  of  the  Secretary  for 
the  Deparlment  of  War,  dated  15lh  ol  January, 
1805,  respecting  the  rations  of  the  officers  uf  ,lhe 
army,  be  referred  to  a  !>elect  committee,  who  are 
hereby  authorized  to  report  by  bill  or  olhervlse. 

Ordered;  That  Messrs.  Tkacv,  Bsadlev,  and 
Baldwin,  be  the  committee. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  eooamiltee  to 
the  roles  for  conducting  business  id  the  Senate 
-were  considered  as  in  Comtnittee  of  the  Whole; 
and,  hBTinc;  been  further  amended,  were  adopted 
and  reported  to  the  House. 

Ordend,  That  they  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resameJ  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  enHblingihc  President  of  the 
United  States  to  make  restiiultoa  to  the  Cforern- 
luent  of  Denmark  for  the  eapiare  and  condemna- 
tion of  the  Danish  brigantine  called  the  Hpnriek, 
and  her  cargo." 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
hill  be  postponed. 

The  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  shipping 
and  navigation  of  tbe  United  States  was  resumed, 
and  the  briber  consideration  of  the  bill  made  the 
order  of  the  day  ibr  Monday  the  31st  day  of 
March. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Presbyierian  Congregation  of  George- 
town," was  read  ihe  third  time ;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion, Shall  the  bill  pass?  it  wasdetermiaed  in  the 
tiChcmative— 'feu  16,  nays  10,  as  ToUowi : 
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;  BaUirin,  Bayard,  Gilnan, 
Hillhonae,  Logan,  Mitchill,  Pi<^ering,  Flnmar,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Smith  af  New  York,  Stone,  Thruslon, 
Tiacy,  White,  and  WrighL 

Nats— Measn.  Andeisoti,  Bradley,  Coodlt,  Kitchel, 
Maelay,  Moore,  Smiih  of  TenuessM,  Smith  of  V«t- 
mont,  Sumter,  and  Turner. 

So  it  was  Removed,  That  Ibis  bill  paa». 

Wbdkesdav,  March  19. 

The  Senate  were  informed  that  Jaheb  Jack- 
HOM,  one  of  their  members,  from  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, had  deceased  the  last  night,  Whereupon, 

Rttohed,  That  a  conimitiee  be  appointed  to 
take  order  for  soperia lending  the  funeral  of  Jameb 
jAcaaoN.  and  that  the  Senate  wilt  attend  the 
same;  and  that  notice  of  the  event  be  given  to 
the  House  of  RepresentativeB ;  and. 

Ordered,  That  this  committee  consist  of  Messrs. 
Andbrsoh,  Sdmter,  and  Wriost. 

Hetoived,  wnammougly,  That  the  members  of 
the  Senate,  from  a  sincere  desire  of  sbowingevery 
mark  of  respect  due  to  the  memory  of  Jamea 
jACKSon,  deceased,  late  a  member  thereof,  will 
go  into  mouroingforhimonemonih,  by  the  usual 
mode,  of  wearine  a  crape  round  ihe  left  arm. 

The  Senate  aojouTaed. 


March  SO. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represenlatiret 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  will  attend 
the  funeral  of  James  Jackson,  Esqaire,  laiea 
Senator  of  the  United  States.  They  have  also 
determined  to  wear  mourning  on  the  left  arm,  for 
the  space  of  one  month,  in  testimony  of  their  re> 
sneet  for  the  memory  of  that  distinguished  Rev- 
oluiionary  patriot. 

The  followiag  Message  was  received  from  the 
Fbebiqent  of  the  United  States: 
7b  (Ae  Smatt  and  House  of 

RqtrtKnftgipa  of  the  Onittd  State»  .- 

It  waa  reasonably  expected  that,  while  the  limlta 
between  the  temlorica  of  the  United  Stalea  and  Spain 
were  unsettled,  neither  psrtr  would  have  innovated  on 
the  eiiiting  atate  of  their  reapeclive  poaitiona.  Soma 
time  rince,  however,  we  learnt  that  the  Spaniah  an-  . 
thorities  were  advancing  into  the  disputed  country  to 
oecupj  new  posts  and  make  new  settlements.  Un- 
willing to  lake  any  measures  which  might  preclude  a 
peaceable  accommodation  of  differences,  the  officers  of 
the  United  Statea  were  ordered  to  confine  themaelve* 
within  the  countij  on  this  side  of  the  Sabine  tiverj 
which,  by  delivery  of  ita  principal  poal,  Natchitoches, 
waa  undentood  to  have  been  itseU'  delivered  up  by 
Spain ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  permit  no  adverse 
post  to  be  taken,  nor  armed  men  to  rernsin  within  iu 
In  consequence  of  these  orders,  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  Natchitoches  learning  that  a  party  of  Spanish 
troops  had  crossed  the  Sabine  river,  and  were  poatii^ 
themselves  on  this  side  the  Adais,  aeni  a  detachment 
of  his  force  to  require  them  to  withdraw  to  the  other 
aide  of  the  Sabine,  which  they  accordingly  did. 

1  have  thought  it  proper  to  commuDicats  to  Con- 
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b«  ensiled  to  nak«  mkIi  pn>*i«iw  fiir  ila  tMaiity  is, 
in  their  nwdom,  Ihnj  ihall  dMm  mfficieBL 

TH.  J£FFEB80K. 

HilcR  19,  IBOe. 

The  iAemage  and  irapeTt  KceotnpanyiDft  ic  were 
nad,  sod  ordered  to  tie  for  cotisideratioa. 

FrtdaTj  March  21. 

The  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  Hamel  Caramalli,  ex- 
fiasbaw  of  Trifioli.  was  read  ihe  anoad  time,  aod 
passed  lo  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  imi  mi  deration,  u  in  Com' 
niiiteeor  the  Whole,  the  araeadmeiiCi  reporied 
on  the  ISih  iostani,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act 
to  lepeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  aoihorize 
the  receipt  of  evideaces  of  the  public  debt  in  pay- 
ment  of  laoda  of  the  United  States,  and' for  other 
purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt ;  and, 

Ordered,  Thai  the  bill  and  amendments  be  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Bm-dweh,  Traot,  and  WoB- 
THIHOTOH,  10  consider  and  repoii  thereon. 

Mr.  WoKTBiNQTON,  from  the  commiitee  to 
whom  the  subject  was  lefeired,  on  the  12th  in- 
Uant,  reported  a  bill  making  provision  for  the 
defence  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  and  for  the 
disposal  of  a  part  of  the  public  land  ibereio;  and 
ihe  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

TheresolutioDS  proposed  on  the  17ih  inst,  rela- 
tive to  William  Baton,  lale  General  of  the  Army 
of  the  ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  and  other  American 
officers  thereit)  mentioned,  were  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  BiuDt.Br,  Wriqht, 
and  Stohh,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Bmendments  reported  to  the  rules  for  con- 
ducting business  in  the  Senate  were  read  the  third 
time,  and  further  Hmendment  proposed. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideratiDD  thereof 
be  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  readin^^  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  enabliug  the  Piesideni  of 
the  United  States  (o  make  restitution  to  the  Oor- 
ernmenl  of  Denmark  for  the  capture  and  condem- 
nation of  the  Danisb  brigantioe  galled  the  Hen- 
rick,  and  her  cargo ;"  and,  on  the  queslioD,  Shall 
this  bill  pass?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
So  the  bill  was  lost. 

A  message  from  the  House  nf  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Honse  have  passed 
"A  resolution  expressive  of  the  high  sense  enter- 
tained by  CoQgTessof  the  disinterested  and  benev- 
olent Bllentiona  manifested  by  His  Danish  Majes- 
ty's Consul,  residing  at  Tripoli,  to  Captain  Bain- 
bridge,  his  officers,  and  crew,  during  their  captiv- 
■■    'n  Tripoli :"  also,  a  bill,  eniiiled  "An  aci 


thor 
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which  resolution  and  bill  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  rending. 

On  moiioD,  it  was  agreed  that  (he  amendment 
to  the  Coosiiintioo,  proposed  32d  January  last,  be 
the  Older  of  Ae  day  for  Monday  next 


The  bill,  entttjed  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix 
the  compenniion  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives."  was  read  the  third 
time  as  amended. 

JRaolved,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill',  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  consent  o[ 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Slate  of  South  Caroli- 
na, passed  the  21st  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
1804,  so  far  as  Ihe  same  relates  to  authorizinir  the 
City  Council  of  Charleston  to  impose  and  collect 
a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  from  foreign 

Bexolned,  That  this  bill  do  pass. 

The  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  proFisians  ot 
the  8ih  section  of  the  "Act  reffulating  the  i^rants 
of  land,  and  providing  for  the  diaposai  of  the 
lands  of  ihe  United  Slates  south  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  postponed  to  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Ohio,  from  Ihe  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  13ih  of  February  last,  on  sundry 
petitions  for  extending  the  times  of  payment  of 
the  purchase  money  tor  certain  oabtic  lands,  re- 
ported that,  upon  recurrence  to  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, they  find  but  eight  persons,  of  all  those 
subscribers,  owe  money  to  the  United  Statn  for 
land! ;  end,  as  an  innovation  npon  the  system  of 
sales  of  lands  will  probably  be  attended  with 
many  evils,  and  so  great  a  proportion  of  the  peti- 
tioners are  not  purcnasers,  and  can  add  no  weight 
to  the  application,  the  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  they  hare  leave  to  withdraw  their  petitions 

Ordered,  That  this  report  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
on  Monday  next,  ask  leave  to  brine  in  a  bill  to 
suspend  the  sale  of  certain  landswithin  the  State 
of  Ohio  and  the  lodiaoa  Territory. 
CHE8APE.4.KE  AND  DELAWARE  CANAL. 

Mr.  LoflAN,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  26lh  of  January  last,  the  petition 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  made  the  follow- 
ing report : 

That  it  appears  that  a  company  has  been  incorpo- 
rated end  estabiished  b;  the  cononrrent  acts  of  tbo 
L«gi>litnTM  of  Pemuyliaiiis,  Delsmre,  and  Mar;l>nd, 
Tor  the  purpose  of  cutting  s  cansl  across  the  i^hmos 
■epaisdng  the  vtten  of  the  Deluvare  and  Chesspeske 
bays.  The  capilsl  of  the  company  oonsista  of  two 
Iboussnd  ill  hundred  shares,  Bnd  9900  consliliile  s 
shsie.  The  sum,  of  consequanoa,  contetoplaled  to 
compute  this  work,  is  $630,000.  Of  this  sum  nsarty 
$400,000  have  been  subscribed  by  individuals,  and  be- 
tween five  and  six  hundred  shares  remain  uneubsciibed 
for. 

The  site  of  the  cansl  has  been  fixed,  and  its  embon- 
chures  estsblished  st  Welch  Point,  on  the  Elk  river, 
and  Mendenhall's  ferry,  on  Christiana  Creek.  It  Is 
intended  lo  Aimish  a  nsvigation  to  venels  drawing 
ufkwards  of  seven  feet  water.  The  work  has  been 
eommenecd,  and  a  csnal  to  sappty  the  necessary 
wster  to  the  msio  canal  has  been  opened  from  the 
head   natecs  of   the   Blk   river,  nesrlgi  to   the  line 
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of  tbs  Toale  of  the  gnai  ctatL  This  sand  of  np- 
ply  coDimsniaUM  with  popoloiu  Bnd  pRKtnctiva 
tract*  of  connti^  in  the  three  Stilea  of  PaniuylTuiia, 
Dehtwuc,  and  Mainland,  «nd  ia  eakvUted  foi  baig« 
nKngation. 

The 'length  of  the  main  oanal,  ai  the  Tonle  hwbeen  : 
eatabliahed,  U  twen^-iwe  mike,  and  the  eipenee  of 
catting  it  ia  Mtimttad  at  VSi^OOO  a  Biile. 

The  eemtaittae  are  of  npinion  that  the  voi^  daaign- 
ed  to  be  BcanDpliibed  by  the  Chcaapeake  and  Dcla- 
ivBre  Cana]  Compen;  ia  on*  of  gi«at  interaac  and  im- 
portaace,  .not  only  to  the  three  Slatea  whoae  lawi  hevc 
■ncoTporated  the  company,  but  generallj  to  the  United 
State*.  By  opening  the  ptopoaed  oontmankatii 
tween  the  two  baja,  m  mm  inland  ntnigttion  of 
ty-one  milee  eapptiea  (he  place  of  a  ciiGiutoaB  ai 
expoeed  navigation  ot  Sva  hundred.  The  lane 
of  coamttritt  Virginia,  Maryland,  PeaiuylrMJa, 
warn,  and  New  Jersey,  connected  with  the 
the  bays,  will  be  inmi^ed  with  a  aafe  water  eoj 
tion,  and  will  immediately  bei  the  great  baniflt  of  the 
work.  In  IheerenCof  a  WBr,th«  fecility,  celerity,  aaiety, 
uul  cbeapnue  in  the  tnowporlatiDii  of  boop*  and  ord- 
nance and  military  alotsa,  from  reinols  part*  of  the 
United  Btates,.preient  an  object  at  once  of  suffidenl 
magnitude  to  inlereat  the  General  GoTcrnment  in  the 
undertalcing.  The  iapartaace,  however,  of  the  pro- 
poaed  canat,  though  great  in  itaelf.  ia  not  jaatly  appre- 
ciated by  conaidering  it  aa  a  aeparate  wo^ ;  it  mnst  be 
Tiewed  aa  the  baoia  of  .a  vaat  Kheme  of  interior  navi< 
gation,  connecting  the  waten  of  the  Ukn  wilh  tha*e 
of  the  most  aoutbern  State*  ;  a  plan  certainly  within 
the  compu*  of  ioduiti;  and  arti  and,  if  beyond  the 
present  meant,  nnqoeitionaldy  within  tlM  growing  le- 
■ourcea  of  the  country. 

The  following  atatement  and  illuatration  of  the  plan 
tho  committee  have  extracted  from  the  memorial,  liir- 
niehing  a  correct  view  of  the  aubject,  well  deserTing 
the  aerioua  coniideration  of  the  Senate  ; 

*'  Tt  is  eaey,  hofferer,  to  aee,  by  examining  any  map 
of  the  United  Stetea,  that  thia  extenL  may  be  carried 
much  further.  To  the  aoulhward,  the  canal  tlirough 
the  Diimal  Swamp,  now  in  eiecutian,  will  open  the 
CommuDicaldon  to  the  nateia  of  Albetoarle  Sound,  and 
from  thence  through  the  inleta  to  South  Cuoiiaa  and 
Georgia.  To  the  northward,  a  communication  t*  now 
neariy  optmed  &om  Albany,  up  the  Mohawk,  river,  to 
Lake  Ontario  and  all  the  upper  lake*  ;  if  a  aimilar  one 
be  ipade  from  Hudaon  river  to  Lake  Champlatn,  it  will 
extend  the  naiigatioo  to  Quebec.  And  to  the  east- 
ward, if  the  paaa  from  Buzzard's  to  Boaton  Bay  be 
opened,  which  hae  been  contemplated,  it  will  in  tike 
manner  extend  it  (o  Boiton  and  ai!  the  coaal  of  Maa- 
sBchnaetta.  Thus,  with  opening  only  a  few  short  passes, 
of  which  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canat  ia  the 


along  the  nhole  coast  of  the  United  States.' 

The  committee  are  of  opiaion  that  it  ia  among  the 
first  du^eg  of  Goverament  to  promote  public  Improye- 
mcnta  of  a  general  natare.  No  work  deierrea  the 
character  of  pablic  improvementi  more  than  canala. 
The  one  propoaed  by  Uie  memorialiala  ia  of  the  first 
magnzlude  and  importaore ;  it,  therefore,  well  deaeryca 
the  aauistance  and  encoursgement  of  the  Government- 
Considering  that  a  large  capital  haa  been  subscribed  ; 
that  an  expensive  part  of  the  work  ia  nearly  completed; 
that,  probably,  without  the  countenance  and  aid  of 
Government,  the  work  will  cease,  to  the  loas  of  a  num- 
ber of  public  S[4ritcd  individuals,  and  the  destruction 
Stb  CoH— 7 


If  it  be  ineonTenient  at  thia  moment  to  spare  the 
money  from  the  Treasury,  the  United  States  have  itin 
their  power  to  contribute  the  aaajstanca  prayed  for  by 
a  grant  of  land.  The  pant  may  be  either  grataitoas, 
or  the  company  enjoined  to  dispiMe  of  it,  and  to  credit 
Iho  United  Statea  with  aharee  of  stock  eqoal  to  the 
proceeds  of  the  land,  at  the  estabtkhed  rate  of  $M0 
for  each  share.  The  committM,  tfacrribre,  inbmit  the 
following  t«*tinti(Mi : 

lUtohed,  That acres  of  land  be  grmtad  to  fho 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  npon  (hair 
giving  b«Dd,  conditioiMd  to  taan^r  to  the  tjnited 
States  a  Dumber  of  tka  ahaiM  of  the  capital  itoek  of 
aaid  company,  at  the  rata  of  9300  a  aharo,  aqnal  to 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
ativs*  of  the  United  Blatfla  in  CongreaB  sasembled  : 
The  memorial  and  petition  of  the  President  and  Di< 
rectors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Com- 

Kiy,  respectfliliy  showeth : 
at,  by  sundry  act*  of  the  aeveral  L^slatnrea  of 
the  Stales  of  Marytaod,  Delaware,  and  Pennsyliatiia, 
paesed  in  the  years  1799,  1801,  and  1809,  a  company 
was  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  naviga*  . 
Ue  canal  over  the  important  isthmns  which  separate! 
the  Bays  of  Obeaape^e  and  Delaware  ;  in  potsutnoe 
ofwhidi  acts,  a  largo  number  of  anbaeriptiona  wero 
made  by  divers  dliMna  of  the  Uoitod  States,  and  a 
Board  of  Prendeat  and  Directors  duly  elected  for  car- 
I7ing  the  execution  of  the  said  canal  into  efiect 

That,  in  pnranance  of  their  appointment,  the  said 
President  and  Directors  jHocured  able  engineen  and 
other  persona  well  qualified  to  make  the  neeeaaaiy  •ot' 
vey*  of  the  gronnd  and  waters  across  the  aloraaud 
isthmus ;  and,  after  the  most  mautra  detibaatisti,  find 
upon  a  route  or  poakiiHi  for  the  laid  eanal,  calculated 
in  erety  reapact  to  aoeorethagTMit  and  important  pnr- 
poae  of  an  nnlntermptad  navigatiim ;  aince  which,  Uiey 
haT<r  stoadily  pnraued  the  execution  erf  the  said  work, 
and  mado  eoiuaderable  progreas  therein. 

Your  memorialiali,  however,  have  already  aipeiion^ 
oed  that  a  public  work  of  such  magnitude  and  iniporl- 
anoe,  and  of  a  kind  nearly  new  in  the  United  Stataar 
requirea  not  only  axon  extensive  fonda,  bnt  a  greatar. 
portion  of  fbrtitnde  and  p«ra«veiance  than  the  individ" 
nals  who  are  embarked  in  it  can  be  supposed  to  poa- 
sesB,  and  demands  for  its  support  the  KM  and  coanta' 
nance  of  the  public. 

They  are,  therefore,  at  once  compelled  apd  embold- 
ened to  apply  for  that  aid  and  countenance  to  the  La- 
gislature  of  the  United  States;  and  beg  leave  most  ra- 
ipectfullj  to  mention  to  Coogresa  the  lacta  and  reasons 
which  appear  to  them  such  as  highly  to  merit  the  atten- 
tion and  interest  of  your  honorable  House. 

The  general  utility  of  those  public  improvements 
which  rank  thamaetvea  under  the  head  of  political 
economy,  and  particularly  those  of  road*  and  canals, 
been  so  universally  acknowledged,  and  they  have 
nc  so  much  the  objects  of  encouragement  to  the 
mmcnta  of  all  free  and  enlightened  nations,  (hat, 
at  thia  period,  they  require  no  argument  in  their  sup- 
port ;  but  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  a  few  of  the  great  efiects  which  are 
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knawm  to  hA*a  bean  prodmcBd  b;  Atm,  and  particotArty  | 
to  tha  immcBie  wtwltli,  potrat,  aod  leaourcea  which  , 
Ihay  hire  given  to  the  EnglUh  nalion  ;  to  the  pawerful  { 
riralahip  and  zeal  for  inutatton  ohieh  t^  eoeciai  of* 
them  there  hu  creatsd  in  othar  BMtons  ;  to  the  uncaat-  j 
ing  aiteotkiii  whiich  ia  bcKowed  upon  tbemlhntuchout  j 
EsTDpe ;  and  to  tha  coDTictioa  which  eiiata  in  vTeiy  , 
«uati7  there,  tiiat,  withroal  an  attacdoB  to  theae  ob- 
jeeta,  the  natioo  who  neglecta  them  moat  not  only  | 
pea  111  te  incnHse  in  iCa  Agiioultural,  oooourcial,  aod 
■MnWhctanng  importaDoa,  but  mint  aink  below  the 
l«Tel  of  ita  neighbora  iaita  political  oonae^iienee. 

Ymii  iDSmociBliUa  aj^ehcixl,  that  H  eyei  any  coun- 
tay  or  paiiod  of  tiaw  wai  mote  paHicalariy  ulscealed 
or  proper  be  the  iMlOBa  eoeoiMffeiaeBt  of  tbaae  notka, 
It  ia  tbe  United  8l*tee  in  ila  preeent  aitiution,  aad  at 
tka  Bwant  period. 

The  immoBM  public  wealth  and  pnvate  hapfinsea 
Uteh  agikuUure  haa  already  inlroducedi  the  Tsatex- 
tent  to  which  thia  bappiDeea  and  weetlh  may  be  car- 
ried i  the  progreaB  whivhourmanufaclareabaTe  already 
made,  and  the  atrugglea  they  are  yet  msling  to  advance 
to  Butority  i  the  reaoonva  wluch  our  comaerce  baa 
gnea  ua.  and  Ibe  rapid  increaae  it  eiperLeneea  aa  faat 
aa  means  can  be  fiimwbed  to  supply  it — all  ftoie  the 
onbouoded  apirit  aad  energy  of  our  citisena  in  eveiy- 
thiag  whicb  can  promote  the  private  or  public  good  ; 
mai  Aat  it  ia  only  from  the  want  of  populatioQ  that 
ayirit  and  energy  are  reprcaand.  Whatever,  therefore, 
oaa  lend  to  incieaae  tlut  peputation,  or  whalavei  arta 
aad  inprovementa  oait  aupply  ita  place,  and  aaaiat  the 
production!  of  labor,  are  pemiliarly  appropriato  to  the 
preaent  period,  and  eiark  it  out  aa  the  moment  for  pub- 
lic eBcovragemcDt. 

The  aination  of  the  Uaitad  Btalea  b,  by  nature,  one 
of  the  moat  happy  that  is  posaaaaed  by  any  nation  <if 
the  earth ;  it  extend  ovee  almoat  every  climate,  and 
jbmiahaa  nearly  eveiy  production ;  ita  many  noble  bays 
and  riTen  diffuse  foreign  oommerce  throngh  all  ita 
•Bstem  botlndary,  by  which  our  wants  are  inpplied 
will)  the  maBufaetQRB  of  Mber  dMImi*.  and  onr  pro- 
daos  coarreyed  abroad ;  but  so  near  do  those  bays  and 
livais  apjooech  to  each  other,  tliat  natore  aeema  to  baTa 
MkbM  •  fow  objeeta  fbr  art  to  acoompEa 
oflabliah  Ibe  inealinilaUe  Bdraiitages  which  domestic 
oammenta  and  iatemal  oommunioation  wiH  affiinl,  by 
creating  a  nnivsraal  intarehange  of  prodnce  thronfh  all 
parts  of  the  United  Blates,  not  only  to  svpplj  thereby 
oar  mntual  wenta,  and  give  the  utmaet  encouragement 
ta  oar  own  agrieultura  and  menuftctufM,  bat  by  mlng- 
ling  th*  habil^  maimeta,  and  inlmreata  of  ail  the  Butea 
togethar  in  ona  general  eemneraal  and  aocial  inlaT- 
eennn,  unke  Uiur  afiMlieno,  and  bmi*  and  more  blend 
the  interests  of  onr  common  cotwtiy. 

Your  memorisliata  beg  leave  to  remind  Congreis  that 
each  of  the  States  poaMmea  ao  niany  local  m  domestic 
Ohjecia  for  the  appheation  of  their  reapective  resoarcea, 
in  opening  their  rivets  and  roads  to  interna]  communi- 
eation  among  themaelves,  that  it  aeems,  with  propriety, 
they  look  to  Congreaa  fbr  the  promotion  of  those  woika 
of  the  aame  kind  whose  advantagea  are  of  general  im- 
portance to  the  UnioD,  and  justly  deaiguate  them  aa 
great  national  object*  churning  the  proteetiDn  of  the 
Oenenl  Government. 

Bnch  ia  the  openingof  the  Chesapaake  and  Delaware 
Canal ;  fbr  if  the  important  iathmua  between  thoae 
waters  and  another  between  Trenton  and  the  Barilan 
in  New  Jeraey,  which  ia  also  contomplated,  bereduced 
to  practicable  aaiigalion,  an  easy  and  direct 


catkin  will  be  eatahliabed  from  the  soudieni  limits  tt 
the  Chesapeake  to  New  Yoricand  from  thanoe  by  te 
river  Hudaon  to  Albany  on  the  aae bend, and  by  the 
Sound  to  the  New  Eikgland  Stataa  oa  the  echer ;  wUdt 
communication  may  be  extended  both  to  the  eoathwsid 
and  northward,  so  aa  to  form  a  direct  and  saay  inttnul 
navigation  bom  the  Lakes  of  Canada  through  the 
whole  eaetcm  bouedaiy  of  the  United  States. 

The  eiay  practicability  of  the  work  now  itMSedialely 
placed  before  the  attention  of  year  hoaor^4e  Uoass 
admits  of  proab  aa  deciHva,  as  to  baaiah  erery  doaU 
of  ila  eieculioB  in  a  Tery  diort  period  of  tima ;  nor 
does  the  paaa  through  Jersey,  or  any  othera  wUchhara 
been  cDUIamplated,  fomiah  any  of  those  imponant  dit 
£«uiliea  whiib  have  often  ooenmMl,  and  Iiean  mt- 
monnled  in  other  countries  where,  iniioad,  anch  lua 
been  the  imprevetnent  in  puUic  worka  of  this  kind, 
that  no  difficultica  aaant  to  Iut«  Mlaided,  er  bean  nn- 
aubdued  by  human  genina. 

The  utility  of  a  oommnnieatum  tbtoogh  the  Unitel 
EMalaa  of  the  kind  which  your  ragmonaKata  haTs  moa- 
tionad,  ia  ao  great,  and  ile  deaeripUon  diflitsed  nnder  so 
many  beads,  tlial  the  detail  ef  them  wonM  oitead  fkr 
beyond  the  limits  of  a  nemorial ;  bitt  the  mrae  tmpoit- 
ant  parte  of  ihem  are  ao  atrikiag,a«  at  once  to  be  eem- 
prehended,  and  their  importance  qtpteciated,  ftvm  the 
general  view  of  the  snbject  which  haa  thus  been  placed 
before  your  honorable  Houae.  Your  memraialiata,  how- 
ever, laating  to  your  honorable  Honae  the  af^icciatiiHi 
of  those  advantages  when  oenfined  to  ■  stale  of  peace, 
and  in  pnnaoliag  die  general  benefit  ef  tke  United 
8tatea,  eanaot  but  mention  ibe  immense  accumulation 
of  benefita  which  must  ariae  from  thia  internal  commn- 
nication  in  time  of  war  and  hostile  aggreasioD,  which 
it  may  be  our  lot  to  experience. 

It  i>  a  ftct  well  known,  that,  during  the  lato  Revolu- 
tionary war,  no  ctrcumatance  waa  so  injnrioua  to  oar 
dafimce,  or  lo  much  aaiisted  our  eneniea,  as  the  diffi- 
cult and  tedious  communication  between  the  Baalem 
and  Soathem  States  ;  lince  the  idvantagea  poneaaed 
by  the  enemy  at  sea,  to  Uock  Up  our  porta,  to  conquer 
our  maritime  towni,  to  iniade  us  in  numeroua  poaitiona 
at  once,  and  to  convey  their  arroiea  along  our  coast 
with  a  celerity  which  no  means  could  guard  against  or 
army  defend,  formed  almost  every  difSciUtj  and  die 
■ource  of  every  danger  we  eiperiencad- 

But  if  the  communication  in  question  be  eataUiahed, 
not  only  would  intetnal  commerce  be  comptetety  re- 
tained, anil  foreign  supplies  landed  in  one  State  be 
quickly  diffuBed  through  the  reat,  hut,  by  aecuriag  the 
mouths  of  a  fewrivera,  our  cities  would  be  protected, 
and  our  armies  conveyed  wherever  neceaaity  ^uld  call 
them,  and  a  cheap  and  easy  defence  eatabliahedihro<q;h 
the  Union. 

Your  memorialists  further  beg  leave  to  alato,  that, 
though  they  have  exerted  every  degree  of  attentioii, 
enterprise,  and  fortitude,  to  the  work  under  their  cars, 
and  though  no  seriooa  difficulty  in  point  of  execution 
has  occurred,  yet,  without  the  continuance  of  jpublio 
patronage,  and  some  aid  from  your  honorable  Houae, 
tbcy  have  every  reason  to  fea;  that  th«r  future  efbrla 
will  be  unavailing,  and  the  progress  of  the  work  sua- 
pended,  solely  from  that  despondence,  which,  in  a  new 
country,  and  with  limited  fortunes  in  individuala,  will 
unfortunately  depreaa  the  hopes  and  overcome  the  ex- 
ertiona  of  privato  support. 

Of  how  much  injury,  therefore,  the  delay  of  tUs  in- 
pottant  work  will  prove  to  the  Union,  how  widely  tlie 
example  of  it*  failure  will  iticreue  the  public  deapond- 
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«nM,  ud  pTotratsI  fbr  m  hag-  parM  «f  ^aan  ^  gresl 
inmtn*iB«ala,  yoa)  hemmble  Hodm  ran  ftUy  jodgn. 

Your  mamoriKliMi  bag  leave,  theTcfcre,  moM  respect- 
fnll;  to  state,  whether,  aiiiang  all  tba  nnmvriiui  objceti 
of  public  patioDags  and  eipendinire,  •■;  can  be  found. 
-which,  in  point  of  utilitj  and  giealncaa,  more  forcibly 
invites  ^B  attention  of  the  UoTscament  of  a  graat  and 
free  oauntiy;  and  (o  piaj  that,  taking  the  ptemiaee 
intoyeui  aenoui  conaideratioD,  jou  will  giant  to  the 
ChaoLpeake  and  Oelawate  Canni  Compan;  joor  pro- 
tection snil  aid,  in  such  manner  u  to  your  honoiabls 
Boiue  ma;  aeem  moat  piopei. 

By  Older  and  on  behalf  of  the  Preaidant  and  Directon 
of  die  Cbeaapaake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company : 
JOSEPH  GILPIN, 
KBN8ET  J0HN8. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  for  caasideratiDD. 

M  ON  DAT,  Mareli  24. 

Hr.  Bbadlbt,  Trom  the  Mansgers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate  to  cotirer  on  the  amentl- 
inent  to  the  bill,  entitled  '  Aa  act  for  the  relief 
of  Peter  LaDdaii,"  disaxreed  to  by  the  House  of 
ReprMentatlves,  made  report :  Whereupon, 

Hetohtd,  That  the  Benate  do  adhere  to  their 
ameodmenl  to  the  eaid  bill. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  eommittee,  to  whom  waa 
referred,  oo  the  2tsi  instant,  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aol  lo  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  author- 
ize the  receipt  of  evideaces  of  the  public  debt  in 
payment  for  laudn  of  the  Uuiled  Stales,  and  for 
other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt ;"  toge- 
ther with  the  ameadmeDta  therela,  reported  a  fur- 
ther amendment ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  cootiid  era  lion. 

Ordertd,  That  the  bill  making  proTision  for 
the  defence  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  and  for 
the  disposal  of  a  part  of  ike  public  land  therein," 
be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  aexx. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  actaatbariiiag  the  erec- 
tion of  a  bridge  over  the  river  Potomac,  within 
th«  District  of  Columbia,"  was  read  the  aecood 
time. 

The  PaaaiBBNT  eommueieaied  the  memorial 
of  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Oeorgetown. 
Etatinf  the  damage!  that  will  be  consequent  oa 
the  pasaaee  of  the  bill  last  read,  which,  together 
with  the  bill  aod  papers  from  the  Hoiue  ol  Rep- 
reaeDtativeaontbeaubject,  were  referred  to  Messrs. 
MiTCBiLi^  Akdshson,  Bbadlbt,  Wkioht,  and 
Tbact,  to  eonsider  and  report  thereon. 

The  PaaaiDBNT  communicated  a  report  froca 
the  Sscreury  of  War,  oo  the  petition  of  Gilbert 
C.  Rassel,  referred  to  him  for  coaaideraiion  on 
the  14lh  instant ;  and  the  report  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  Uestrs.  ANOEiiaoN,  Tbaot,  aad  Aoamb, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  oiherwiie. 

A  meeiage  from  the  House  of  RepreaeatatiTCi 
informed  the  Seoate  thai  the  House  have  passed 
«  bill,  eatiiled  "An  act  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasnry  lo  cause  the  coaet  of  North  Caroli- 
na, between  Cape  Hatierasand  Cape  Fear,  to  be 
anrveycd,"  io  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate.  The^  agree  to  the  amendments  of 
the  Beoaie  to  the  bill,  eaiitled  "An  sot  relating 
10  booda  givao  bf  marehBls,"  with  wneitdaieiiU 


thereto,  in  which  they  request  the 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  e 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  readiog- 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  Ukc  amend- 
nteola  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  theii 
amendment  to  the  hill,  entitled  -'An  act  reUtiog 
to  bonds  given  by  marshals,"  and 

OnieTwi,  That  they  be  referred  to  Messrs.  B*t- 
ABo,  Braolbt,  and  BALnwin,  to  consider  and  tb* 
port  tberaoB. 

The  resolution  expressive  of  the  high  senee  en- 
tertained by  Congress  of  the  disinterested  and 
benevolent  attentions  manifested  by  His  Danish 
Majesty'ji  Consul  residing  at  Tripoli,  to  Captain 
Bainbndge,  his  officers  and  crew,  during  their 
captivity  in  Tripoli,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Orders,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
took  into  consideration  the  motion  submitted  on 
the  22d  of  January,  for  an  amendment  to  the 
CoDstitution  of  the  Uoited  Slates  ;  and,  after  de- 
bate, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post* 
poned  to  Monday  neil. 

Mr.  Bavaro,  from  the  committee  appointed  thia 
day  on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of 
RepresentatiTes  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  eutiiled  "An  act  relating  to  bonds  given 
by  marshals,"  made  report;  Whereupon, 

Reioived,  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  two 
first  ameadments  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  their  amendments,  and  disagree  lo  the  last. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  ReptescDtativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  eoliiled  "An  act  to 
regulate  the  laying  out  aod  making  a  road  from 
Cumberland,  in  the  Slate  of  Maryland,  lo  the 
Slate  of  Ohio,"  with  amendments,  in  which  thsjr 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
menls  to  the  bill  last  mentioned,  and  they  were 
referred  to  Messr?.  Wright,  WoBTBii<aToi4,  and 
Traov,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
hill  10  cany  into  effect  the  jitovisionsoriheeiffblh 
section  of  the  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land] 
and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted  Slates  south  of  the  Slate  of  Tennessee. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  cosaideration  of  this 
bill  be  poslpoaed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  tu  explain  the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  divide  iha  Indiana  Territory  into  two 
separate  govern  meats." 

Raolved,  That  this  hill  pass,  that  it  beeogrosa- 
ed,  and  that  the  litle  thereof  be  "An  act  to  explaia 
the  fifth  seetioo  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  separate 
govern  menu." 

The  bill  to  incorporate  b  National  Academy 
WBi  read  the  third  lime,  and  amended,  by  striking 
out,  io  section  one,  line  thret  the  words  "a  nar 
tional ;"  and,  on  motion,  the  bill  was  referred  to 
Messrs.  Bbaslbt,  Loqam,  Bai.vwin,  Modbm,  and 
UH.i.flODBB,  to  conaider  aiid  jeywt  thereon. 
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Ta  (Ac  Senait  and  Noutt  of 

HeprfoiialiTct  of  lAe  United  State*  .- 

I  oommunicite  to  Congien  >  titter  recently  leceived 
from  the  Minuter  Plenipolentiuy  of  the  United  Btalea 
•I  London,  fteting  101110  dTcumatMicea  which  ben  1*- 
btion  to  the  oubject  of  idj  mMnsea  of  Janniry  IT. 
T^ii  p«p«r  being  origind,  uid  to  be  commnniiytad  to 
botl)  Hanaea,  the  return  of  it  ii  reqiuited. 

TB.  JEFFERSON. 

The  McsHge  was  reftd,  and  ordeTed  to  lie  for 
eoDsidention. 

TuESDAv,  MaTch  S5. 

Mr.  Whioht,  trorn  ihecommitteetowfaom  w»e 
f  nlerdiy  referred  (he  ameadmeute  of  the  House 
of  Representaiivea  to  (he  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
regulate  the  layioe  out  and  raitking  ■  road  from 
Cumberland,  in  ine  State  of  Maryland,  10  the 
Slate  of  Ohio,"  reported  the  bill  amended  accord- 
Mr.  AifDEHaoN,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  20th  of  December  last,  to  consider  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  'An  act  to  make 
provision  for  persons  that  have  been  disabled  by 
known  wounds  received  ia  the  actual  service  of 
Ihe  United  Slates  during  the  Revolutionary  war," 
reported  amendments;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dwed  to  lie  for  coDiideration, 

The  bill,  eniided  "An  act  directing  the  Secie- 
lary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina,  bet  weep  Cape  Haiiertsand  Cape  Fear, 
to  be  surveyed,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Stone,  Baldwin,  and  MiT- 
CBiLL,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  amendments  to  Ihe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acis,asamhor- 
ize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt,  in 
payment  for  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt;"  and 
having  adopted  the  said  amendments,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

A  mesaage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  consid- 
ered the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  eslablishiufc  rules  and  articles 
for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States:'  to  same  of  which  they  agree,  and  to 
others  they  diragree.  Thejr  agree  to  the  amend- 
ments of  Ihe  Senate  to  Ihe  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  regulate  and  fii  the  compensations  of  the  offi 
cers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives," 
except  tolhatwhich  goes  tolheinsertionof  anew 
aectior,  next  after  the  first  section,  to  which  thej- 
do  not  agree.  The  House  of  Representatives  ia- 
■ist  on  tbeir  lost  amendment  to  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,enliiled  "An  act  relating 
to  bonds  given  by  marsbala." 
On  motion, 

**  That  a  eommittce  be  appointed  to  inqatre  into  the 
eipediencj  of  repealiUB  all  aneh  parts  <^  th«  aeveral 


acta  pmvidinr  f^  the  lale  of  lh<  landa  of  the  nnilad 
But^  aa  authoriio  a  cndit  on  any  partoftbe  pnrduaa- 
money  of  said  landa ;  and  that  the;  have  leave  to  rapoil 
by  bill  or  otherwiae ;" 

Ordertd,  That  this  motion  lie  for  consider- 
On  moiioB, 

"  That  a  cotnmittee  be  appomted  to  inquire  iriiethei 
any,  and  what,  altermtioni  are  necessary  or  eipedient 
in  the  laws  relating  to  the  Diitrict  of  ColnmlM ;  and 
that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  UU  or 
olherwiae :" 

Ordered,  That  this  molioQ  lie  for  consid^- 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  last 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Reoreseiitatives  to 
their  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  re- 
lating to  bonds  given  by  marshals,"  and  yealerday 
disagreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

Resolved,  That  they  do  recede  from  their  disa- 
greement to  the  said  amendment. 

Tbe  Senate  took  into  consideration  their  amend- 
ment, disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  rwulate  and 
fix  the  compensations  of  the  offieersof  Ui«  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives ;"  and, 

JUsolved,  That  they  do  insist  on  their  raid 
amendment,  ask  a  conference  thereon,  and  thai 
Mesais.  Tbacy  aod  Bhadley  be  the  manager*  oa 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 


Weohebdav,  March  26.  1 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury,  on  the       I 
memorial  of  John  Chester,  late  supervisor  for  the       1 
Connecticut  district,  referred  on  the  7th  instant ; 
and  the  report  was  read.  | 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  for  consideration,  and  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 
""     "      '  led  the-  inotion  made  yestef       I 

f  h^anhnintpH  tn  innniiv  inin         ' 


nittee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 


day,  that  a 
theeipedii      ,  , 

providing  for  toe  sale  of  the  lands  of 
the  United  Stales,  as  authorize  a  credit  on  aoy 
part  of  the  purchase-money  of  said  lands ;  and 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  motion  made  yester- 
day, to  consider  whether  any,  and  what,  altera- 
tiuDS  are  necessary  or  expedient,  in  th«  laws  relat- 
ing to  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  having 
agreed  thereto,  Messrs.  Adamb,  Balowih,  and 
Wrioht,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  amendments  of  the 
Houseof  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road 
from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to 
the  State  of  Ohio ;"  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  took  into  coosideraiion  their  ameod- 
menls  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  the  bill,  en  lit  led  "An  act  for  ealablish- 
ing  rules  and  articles  for  the  government  of  the 
armiesof  the  United  States;"  and, 

Rendvtd,  That  they  recede  from  their  amend- 
menU  diugreed  to,  except  the  last,  on  which  tbey 
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Auie*  0/  the  Senate. 


3bhai«. 


insist;  ask  a  conrerance;  aoi)  ibat  Messrs.  A) 
DEHBON  and  Tracy  be  maDBgen  at  the  confereaee 
OD  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  resotutioD  expressive  of  the  high 
tettained  by  CoDfress  of  the  distiofrnished  and 
benevolent  attention  manifested  by  His  Danish 
Majesty's  Consul  residing  at  Tripoli,  to  Captain 
BambridKe,  hia  officers  and  crew,  ouring  their  cap' 
tivity  in  Tripoli,  was  read  the  liiird  time,  and 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  ibereiD. 
RULES  OF  THE  BEKATE. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  amendments  reported 
to  the  rules  for  conducting  business  in  the  Senate, 
and  having  agreed  to  further  ameadmenls,  the 
lules  were  adopted,  as  follows : 

1.  The  PresidMit  having  taken  the  Ctiair,  and  ■ 
qoonun  being  pteaent,  the  Journal  of  the  preceding 
da;  shall  be  read,  to  the  end  that  »ny  mialalte  may  be 
corrected  that  shall  hiTO  been  made  in  (he  eutnea. 

8.  No  meiDbcr  shall  apeak  to  another,  or  otberwiaa 
mterrapt  the  buunasa  of  the  Senate,  oi  read  any  nevra- 
paper,  while  the  Journals  or  public  pafMira  are  reading, 
at  whan  any  moober  U  speakiiig  in  any  debate. 

9>  Every  taemticr,  when  he  speaks,  shall  address  the 
Chair,  atandinginhis  place  ;  and,  when  he  has  finished, 
shall  sit  down. 

4.  No  munber  shall  apeak  mora  than  twice  in  any 
one  debate,  on  the  same  day,  without  leave  of  '' 
Ben&ta. 

5.  When  two  members  has  at  the  same  time,  the 
Preaident  aWl  name  the  petaon  to  spsak;  but  in  all 
easaa  the  member  Snt  rising  ahall  apeak  first. 

6 .  No  mot:oD  ahall  be  debated  until  the  same  ah 
be  seconded. 

7.  When  a  motion  shall  be  made  and  socoaded, 
shall  be  reduced  to  writiiig,  if  desired  by  the  Fresideut 
or  any  metaber,  dalivered  in  at  the  table,  and  read  by 
the  President,  before  the  saioa  shall  be  debated. 

8.  While  a  quealioii  ia  befiira  the  Senate,  no  motion 
ahall  be  recejiad  nnleaa  for  an  amendment,  for  postpon- 
ing the  qneation,  or  to  commit  it,  or  to  adjaum ;  and 
the  motion  for  ■djaurnment  iball  always  be  in  order, 
and  decided  widiont  debate. 

9.  If  the  qneation  in  debate  ccntain  several  p<nnti, 
any  member  may  hale  the  tame  divided. 

10.  When  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  called  for  by 
one-fifth  of  the  nanbera  preasut,  each  member  called 
npOD  ahall,  nnleaa  for  fecial  reason  he  be  excused  by 
the  Senate,  declare  opsniy,  and  without  debate,  hu 
assent  or  diaaent  to  the  questioa.  In  taking  the  yeas 
and  naya,  and  upon  the  call  of  the  Hotue,  the  names 
of  the  members  shall  be  taken  ilpbabctically. 

11.  One  day's  notice,  at  least,  ahall  be  given  of  an 
intended  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bUI. 

12.  Every  bill  shall  receive  three  readings  previous 
to  its  being  passed;  and  the  President  shall  give  no- 
tice to  each,  whether  it  be  the  Grst,  second  or  third  ; 
which  readijigB  shall  be  on  three  different  days,  unless 
the  Senate  unanimously  direct  otherwise.  And  all 
resolutions,  to  which  a  concurrence  of  the  House  of 
Repreaentativeau  requisite,  or  which  may  grant  money 
oat  of  the  contingent  or  any  other  fiind,  ahall  be  treat- 
ed, in  all  respects,  in  the  introduction  snd  form  of  pro- 
ceedings on  them  in  the  Benste,  in  a  nmilar  manner 
with  bitla. 

13.  No  bill  shall  be  committed  unnl  it  shall  have 
been  twice  read,  alter  which  it  may  be  referred  to  a 


14.  All  eommitteea  ahall  be  appointed  by  ballot,  and 
a  plurality  of  votes  shall  make  a  choice.  But  when 
any  anbjsct  or  matter  shall  have  been  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee,  any  other  snbjeet  or  matter  of  a  sim- 
ilar nature,  may,  OB  motion,  be  lefened  to  such  cmn- 

15.  When  a  BMimber  shall  bs  called  to  order,  he  shaO 
sit  down  until  the  President  shall  have  determined 
whether  he  is  in  order  or  not;  and  every  questitm  rf 
order  shall  be  decided  by  the  Preaident  wiihont  debate ; 
bat  i(  there  be  a  doubt  in  his  mind,  be  may  call  for  the 
•ense  of  the  Senate. 

16.  If  a  member  be  called  to  order  for  -worda 
sptAen,  the  exceptionable  worda  ahall  immediately  be 
taken  down  in  writing,  that  the  FraaideBt  may  be  bet- 
ter enabled  to  judge  of  the  matter. 

17.  When  a  Mank  ia  to  be  filled,  and  different  sums 
ahall  lie  proposed,  the  question  shall  be  taken  on  the 
highest  sum  first 

18.  No  member  shall  shtent  hims^  from  the  servico 
of  the  Senate  without  leave  of  the  Senate  first  obtained. 
And  in  case  a  less  number  than  a  qoomm  of  the  Sett- 
ate  shsll  convene,  they  are  hereby  aulhoriied  to  aend 
the  8ergeant.at-Arms,  or  any  other  person  orpersona  by 
them  authorized, 'for  any  or  all  absent  members,  as  th« 
majority  of  such  membera  present  shall  agree,  at  the 
expense  of  such  absent  members  respectively,  nnteM 
sncb  exenae  iot  non-attendance  ahall  be  made,  as  tlw 
Senate,  when  a  quonun  ia  convened,  shall  judge  aoUt 
dent :  and  tn  that  eaae  the  expenae  shall  be  paid  out 
of  the  contingent  fund.     And  this  rule  rikall  apjdy  aa 

:ll  to  the  first  convention  of  Senate,  at  the  legal  tina 
mee^ng,  as  to  each  daj  of  the  ssasion  after  the  hour 
■  arrived  to  which  the  Senate  stood  adjourned. 

19.  Ail  bills,  on  a  second  reading,  ahall  first  ba  eon- 
aidered  by  the  Senate  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
Senate  were  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  before  they 
shall  ba  taken  up  and  proceeded  on  by  the  Senate, 
agreeably  to  the  standing  mles,  unless  oflierwise  or- 
dered. And  In  the  absence  of  the  Vice  President 
when  the  Senate  coDsidar  a  treaty,  bill,  or  resolution, 
sa  if  they  were  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  Presi- 
dent jrro  tempore  may  call  a  member  lo  fill  the  chair 
during  the  time  the  Senate  shall  remain  in  Cmnmittaa 
of  the  Whole;  which  chairman  is  hereby  veated,  dnr- 
ing  Bsid  time,  with  sll  the  powers  of  the  Preaident  pro 
Itmpore,  were  he  (o  remain  in  the  chair. 

ore  any  petition  or  metnorisl,  addressed  to 
the  Senale.ah^l  be  received  and  read  at  the  teble,  whe- 
ther the  same  shall  be  introduced  by  the  Prendent  or  a 
L  brief  statement  of  the  contente  of  the  peti- 
imorial  ahall  verbally  be  made  by  the  intro- 

When  a  question  haa  been  once  made  and  car> 
I  the  affirmative  or  negative,  it  shall  be  in  order 
for  any  member  of  the  majority  W  move  for  the  recOIH 
sidcralion  thereof;  but  no  motion  for  the  reconaidera- 
tion  of  any  vote  shall  be  in  order,  after  a  bill,  resohi- 
tion,  meaaage,  report,  sintfidment,  or  motion,  upon 
which  the  vote  waa  tiJten,  khall  have  gone  out  of  poa- 
•easion  of  the  Senate,  nor  after  the  uaual  meaaage  ahsll 
been  sent  from  the  Senate,  annoancing  their  de- 
3;  nor  shall  any  motion  for  reconsideration  bain 
order  unless  made  on  the  same  day  in  which  the  iota 
taker.,  or  within  the  three  next  daya  of  aetnal  sea- 
sion  of  the  Senate  thereafter. 

33.  At  the  commencement  of  eadi  session,  a  com* 
mittee,  consisting  of  thrse  msmbets,  shall  be  appointod, 
duty  it  ahall  be  to  examine  all  bilk,  aiaeiidm«nlB» 
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I,  before  tl«y  go  ont  of  poMe*- 
mim  of  tbe  Senite,  uid  to  make  report  (hit  (he;  an 
coneeily  tngnsmed ;  which  report  ahall  be  entered  on 
Iho  JDiiniaL 

SS.  BMrj  Tote  of  the  SoMte  ih&ll  be  entered  oti  the 
jounuls,  and  a  brief  alBtement  of  the  mntenU  of  euh 
pethioB,  siMianel,  or  peper,  pNeentod  to  the  Benate, 
be  ako  imcrted  on  the  jonrnde. 

M.  The  preceedJDg*  of  Benate,  when  ftej  ihatl  act 
ia  their  Eiaenti*e  eapadtj,  diall  be  kept  in  aeparate 
Uid  diitiact  booke. 

SB.  The  pioceedinga  of  the  Senate,  when  not  aotiBg 
•1  In  a  Commktee  of  the  Whole,  ahall  be  entered  on 
Ac  ionroela  a*  conciaalj  ea  poeiifale,  care  being  l^en 
to  detaJI  ■  trae  ud  Mcorate  maeoaat  of  tke  prooeed- 

W.  The  tillea  of  bflb,  and  ettch  parte  thereof  only  ai 


ST.  On  ■  motiaa  made  end  aacoaded  to  ihut  the 
iaam  of  tie  Stoata,  on  titt  diacoaaion  of  any  btuineai 
whkhn]»,  in  ihemnniMi  of  a  member,  require  Mcracy, 
ttia  Preei^ant  ahall  direct  Ibe  gftllei;  to  be  deared )  and, 
during  the  dlacoation  of  aach  motioo,  Ibe  doora  ahall 

W.  No  motioB  ifaall  be  deemed  in  order  to  edmit 
any  peraoB  or  peraona  whalaosTar  within  the  dooi*  of 
Ae  Senale  Chamber  to  praeent  any  petition,  memorial, 
m  aMna^  or  to  heat  *mf  eocb  read.. 

St.  Meaaagee  ahall  be  aent  to  the  Hoaee  of  Rapr*- 
•mlaltTea  by  Ifaa  Sacietery,  who  ahall  pievioaaly  en- 
A>r«e  the  final  dcterminattoB  of  Ike  Senate  theraoa. 

80.  Meaaags  aeal  &an  the  Honae  of  RepreaentKtirta 
b;  thefar  Clert  iriiall  be  teacired  at  the  bar  by  the  Seme- 
taiji  and  b;  bim  be  delivered  to  the  Preaident  of  the 


taiy  ahall  take  the  dediion  of  tke 

32.  EitracU  bom  the  EiecaCiTe  recotdf  are  not  to 
-  be  fnmiahed  but  by  special  order. 

23.  All  bilU,  after  the  Gnt  reading,  diall  be  printed 
fot  tbe  nae  of  tbe  Senate. 

M.  Whcii  nominationa  ihalt  be  made  in  miting  by 
the  Preaident  of  (he  Uaitad  Slatea  to  tbe  Senate,  a  fo- 
laie  day  ahall  be  aiaigned,  unleaa  the  Senate  unani- 
BMualgr  itireM  Mharwiae,  for  taking  them  into  coniid- 
nation.  Whoa  the  Preaident  of  tbe  United  Stetei 
*aU  meet  the  Benate  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  the  Pre- 
ndsnt  of  the  Senate  ihaU  b»Te  a  chair  on  the  fioor,  be 
CMuidered  aa  the  head  of  tbe  Senate,  and  his  chair 
■hall  be  aaaigned  to  the  President  of  the  United  Salee. 
Wlien  the  Senate  aball  be  convened  by  the  Preaident 
of  the  United  Slatea  to  any  other  pUce,  tbe  Pieaidenl 
of  tbe  Senate  and  Senalora  ahall  attend  at  tbe  place  ap- 
pointed. The  Secretary  of  the  Benate  ahall  alao  at- 
tend to  take  the  minutea  of  the  Senate. 

85.  All  queationi  ahall  be  put  by  ibe  Preaident  of 
the  Senate,  either  in  the  preaence  or  abscDce  of  the 
Preaident  of  the  United  Suiea  ;  and  tbe  Senators  shall 
mgoHj  Iheir  aaaent  or  diaaant  b;  wuweiing,  viva  vote, 
«ye  or  no. 
96.  AH  confidentialcommnnicationaniBde  by  the  Preai- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  the  Senate  ahall  be,  by  the 
KenbiaB  theoef,  kept  Inviolably  aecrel ;  and  alt  treatiea 
Vhich  nay  hereafter  be  laid  before  the  Senate  shall  also 
be  kept  aectet  until  tbe  SMiate  ahall,  by  their  leaola- 
Am,  take  off  the  l^janction  of  aacrecy. 

S7.  Whenever  a  tnaty  ^aU  be  laid  before  the  Scn- 
1,  it  shall  be  read  a  first  time  for  in* 


tmly ;  whan  no  motiaa  to  rejeot,  ratify,  or 
DMdify,  the  whole  or  any  part  ahall  be  reoeived.  It* 
second  reading  shall  be  forcooaideratioa,  and  on  aeub- 
aequent  day,  when  it  Atll  be  t&ken  up  as  in  a  CoioDiiRee 
of  the  Whole,  and  every  one  (ball  be  tree  to  move  a 
question  on  any  particular  article,  in  thia  form :  "WiU 
the  Senate  advise  and  coosent  (o  the  ratification  of  thia 
Bjticle  !"  or  to  propose  amendmenla  thereto,  either  by 
inaerting  or  by  leaving  out  words  ;  in  which  Isal  case 
(he  question  aball  be,  "  BhsU  these  words  stand  as  part 
of  the  articled"  And  in  every  of  the  said  eases  the 
concurrence  of  two^iirda  of  the  BmBton  present  aball 
be  requested  to  decide  affirmatively.  And  when  through 
the  whale,  the  proceedings  shpll  be  stated  lo  the  Honae, 
and  questions  be  again  severally  pilt  thereon  tbr  con- 
firmation, or  new  ones  proposed,  requiring  in  Hke  man- 
net  a  concurrence  of  two-thirds  for  whatever  ia  rMunsd. 
The  Totea  ao  cenfinned  shaU,  by  the  House,  er  a  com- 
mittee thereof,  be  reduced  into  tite  form  of  a  ntiiaa- 
tion,  with  orwilhoat  modificatima,  ae  may  have  been 
decided,  »ad  ahall  he  propoeed  on  ■  aabaeqaoBl  day, 
when  eveiy  one  shall  agun  be  ftea  to  move  amaad- 
menta,  eitbei  by  inaerting  or  leaving  ont  wavda;  im 
which  laM  caa*  th«  qaeMkm  ahaU  be,  >'  Shall  tfa*  wnrdi 
ftand  part  of  the  reaalatioB  I"  And  ia  both  e«MB  ibi 
eonennnioe  of  two^btnk  shall  be  reqnmle  ta  cMry  the 
aflHrraative,  aa  well  aa  on  tbe  flnal  queation  to  advlaa 
and  consent  to  the  ratification  in  the  form  agHid  to. 

>8.  Whan  any  qneatiiMi  may  have  been  deeded  bj 
Ibe  Senate,  in  wUeh  twe4bbd«  of  the  membcn  pna- 
ent  are  necessary  to  carry  tbe  affiriDative,  any  weabW 
who  votes  an  that  aide  which  piwailed  in  tbe  question, 
may  be  at  IBmt^  ts  move  iir  a  reeDBsidsraliaa  ;  and  a 
motion  for  leeonalderatieii  Aall  be  decided  t^  unajeei 
ty  of  votes. 

39.  Messengers  ore  introduced  in  any  state  of  bvm- 
neas,  except  *rti1la  a  qBeatton  ts  pattiag,  wbHa  the  yeaa 
uid  navs  are  calling,  or  while  tbe  ballou  ai*  calling. 

40.  When  an  amendment  to  be  propoeed  to  ^  Con- 
Btitution  h  under  conaidention,  the  ooncumnce  of  two- 
thirds  of  tbe  members  present  shaU  not  be  raqunte  to 
dedde  any  question  for  amendmetMa,  or  ailuidhig  to 
(he  merits,  bring  short  of  tbe  Anal  queetioB. 

FOREIGN  COINS. 

Ur.  AMBBRaoM,  fnmx  the  cocamittee  lo  whom 
was  referred  on  the  34th  of  Def^abn  l&at,  iba 
biltj  entitled  "An  actio  repeal  so  mneh  or  tfas  act, 
entitled  'An  act  re^uhiting  foreip)  coios.  and  for 
other  purposes,"  aa  is  contained  in  the  weond  tec 
(ion  thereof,  made  the  following  rppori : 

That  (bey  find,  bv  tbe  law,  aforesaid,  which  passed 
on  the  9tb  day  of  Febniary,  1793,  in  tbe  first  section 
thereof  certain  foreign  coins  are  niiide  a  legal  tender, 
at  tbe  rales  therein  specified.  The  said  first  section 
cloeea  with  these  words,  viz ;  "  But  no  foreign  coin 
that  may  have  been,OTriiaIibeiasuedaubBequent(o  the 
lit  of  JaunsTj,  1793,  shall  be  a  tender  as  albrtssid,  until 
samples  thereof  shall  have  been  found,  bj  assay  at  the 
Mint  of  tbe  United  States,  to  be  comfocmable  lo  the  re- 
spective standards  required,  and  proclamation  thereof 
boll  have  l>ecn  made  by  the  President  of  the  irnited 
Jtatea. 

The  second  section  of  the 

MnlempUtodl,  ..    .__ 

committee)  ie  in  the  following  words,  via  :  "  That,  at 
the  eipiratioD  of  three  jeare  next  ensuing,  the  time 
when  the  coinage  of  gold  and  ulver,  agreeably  to  Sie 
act,  entitled  'An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  rcgulat- 
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ing  the  ocHns  of  the  United  States'  ahal! 
the  Mint  of  tlie  Uaiied  Smim,  (whidi  time  aball  be 
aBnonncad  bj  the  prodamatioD  of  the  Piendent  of  the 
United  States,)  alt  foreign  gold  cmni,  and  M  foreign 
mtr»i  e^aa,  excapt  ^panidi  milled  dollan,  ind  parla 
-'        '^    ■  "  n,  tbmh  OBMe  to  be  ■  lefd  tender  u 


The  csmmittoe  find  that,  in  canaaqaanea  of  the 
aperationi  of  the  Mint  having  commenced,  (ha  Praci' 
dant  of  Iht  United  States  did,  bj  hie  proclamation, 
dat«d  the  S2d  Jaj  of  July,  1797,  umoonce  the  iaaie, 
pumumt  to  [he  diiectioiu  contained  in  skid  accond  sec- 
tion, anil  did  Iheroby  giie  notice  that,  in  conformitj 
'with  Boid  law,  all  foreign  silver  coin*,  except  Spanlah 
milled  dollan  and  parta  of  aucb  dollan,  would  cease  to 
paaa  cnrrcnt  as  money,  within  the  United  States,  and 
to  be  a  legal  lender  for  the  payment  of  any  debts 
mands,  anel  the  15th  day  of  October  then  nei 
that  all  foreign  gold  coins  wonld  eeaae  to  be  ■  lender 
aa  afbresaid,  after  the  3Iat  day  of  Jnly,  in  the  year 

irsa 

The  committee  find  that  no  proclst 
been  made  by  the  President  of  Ue  United  States,  npon 
the  subject  of  foreign  coins  which  may  have  issu   ' 
■ince  January  let,  179t,  aa  eonlmnplated  by  (he  fli 
aectioD  of  the  act  aforesaid ;  nor  does  it  a]tpear  Ih 
■sy  aaaay  of  sach  coin*  hsa  beaa  made  at  the  Mint  of 
Ihs  Unlled  Slataa. 

The  oraaniittae  Bod  tliat,  an  the  fint  day  of  Fabmaiy, 
1708,  Congieaa  paaad  ^  aet,  aupplamentary  to  ' 
act,  anbtled  "Ab  aot  ngUlattug  foretgM  omna,  sni 
other  purpoaes"  in  tha  worda  followiiig,  viz  ;  "That 
tbs  aecond  sBctiaa  af  (ha  aot,  anlptlad  *An  act  regulat- 
ing toreign  coins,  and  for  other  porpoaes,'  be,  and  th^ 
aame  are  hereby,  soqieadad,  for  iDd  daring  the  space 
of  three  yean,  finm  and  aAer  the  lat  day  of  January, 
179S,  and  until  Che  end  of  the  next  seaaion  of  Congraas 
theroaAei  i  during  which  time  tha  said  gold  and  silve 
coins  shall  he  and  continue  a  legal  tender,  as  is  pro 
vided  in  and  by  the  firal  aecCion  of  the  act  aforeaaid 
■nd  that  the  same  coins  shall  thereaftef  cease  to  h 
aueh  tender." 

On  the  3 

foreign  coins,  and  for  other  pai^Knes,"  in  the  wordi 
firilowing.  Til ;  "That  so  mochof  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purpose!,* 
M  is  contained  within  the  aecond  aetnion  thereof,  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  suspended,  for  and  during  (fas 
spaoB  of  Ihne  yeWi,  fi*i«  and  aA«r  the  end  of  the  pies' 
ant  aeaaioD  of  Congiuas."  Thataeaaioit  of  Congress, 
tbe  oMumittee  iad,  waa  cloaad,  aod  at  an  ead,  on  the 
SddayofMay,  )8<W. 

By  pladng  in  one  view  all  the  laws  npon  the  ta^ 
jact  of  fbreigB  oeuu,it^ipearBAat,lf  dwfirMi 
tha  law  upon  that  antijaet  weie 
eign  coin  whatever,  which  baa 
fAejfrtf  »fJtamarti,  17^  ia  cuiraBt  money  or  a  legal 
tender— not  even  SpaDiih  miUad  dollan  and  parts  of 
dollars,  aaless  by  force  of  the  second  section  of  tha 
aame  law  ;  wbiui,  if  suspended  or  repealed,  will  throw 
out  of  circulation  almoat  the  whole  of  Spanish  doilsjrs, 
and  parts  of  dollars,  as  but  few  pieces  of  those,  ar  of 
any  other  foreign  coins  of  a  prior  date  to  January, 
1792,  are  in  circulation.  Bat,  when  we  consider  the 
set  pasMid  on  the  lat  day  of  Februaiy,  1798,  as  not 
only  suspending  the  ofieration  of  the  second  sectian  ef 
the  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  hot  poaitlvely  enactmg 
thatall  the  forngn  soina,  nemioned  in  the  Itait  wetlwi 


s  fores,  aa  for- 


thereof,  shall,  at  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congraa% 
after  three  year*  from  the  letday  of  Januaiy,  17M,eaiM 
to  ^  a  iaidtr,  it  will  ba  diacemed  that  the  firat  seCtiMt  ' 
stands  com|detely  repealed,  as  it  respects  the  legal 
tender  of  foreign  coins;  for  the  act  of  the  3Qth  of  April, 
180S,  luspead*  the  operation  of  the  leeo  ad  section  only 
of  said  act,  without  reflitag  the  first  section. 

The  legal  state  of  things  in  the  United  State*,  is 
respect  to  the  current  of  foreign  coins,  then,  is  as  fo)- 
h»n,  viz ;  Prom  and  after  the  3d  day  of  May,  1S02, 
(the  end  of  the  session  of  Congress  mentioned  in  tha 
act  of  February,  I79g,]  no  foreign  coin  whatever  has 
baen  a  legal  tender,  uotit  3d  May,  1B06.  From  the  3d 
May,  I80G,  (at  which  time  the  Isst  suapeniion  of  the 
second  section  of  the  law  regulating  foreign  coina^ 
expired,)  Spanish  miUed  dotlara,  and  parti  of  such  doU 
lara,  have  been  a  legal  tender. 

WiA  ttiis  view  of  the  subject,  which  yom  committM 
believe  ia  eemcl,  they  cannot  diacera  the  pa!i«y  of 
TtpeeUng  the  second  section  of  Ae  said  act,  aa  eontMtt* 
plated  by  the  bill  refinred  to  tbem  bj  the  Smate.  Wet* 
this  bill  to  paas,  no  money  would  be  a  Awo/  iauier 
to  satisfy  ddits  and  d^aanda  in  the  Uoitad  Statea,  ex- 
cept the  gold  and  silvsi  coins  which  have  isaued  ban 
their  MinL  These  coins,  the  committee  believe,  aro 
not  sufficisnl  in  quanUly  uid  value  for  a  cucuiatillg 
medium,  without  tlie  aid  of  Spanish  milled  dallais  and 
psita  of  inch  doUara. 

Bnti  since  such  great  quantities  of  Spanish  milled  dd- 
lars  have  been  exported,  and  are  still  exporting,  &om  the 
United  States,  and  so  gnat  a  portion  of  the  remaining 
foreign  gold  and  silver  coins,  as  well  as  those  issued  by 
file  United  Stales,  are  locied  up  in  the  cells  of  the 
banks,  already  nnmerorti,  and  aljll  increasing;  your 
committee  berieve  that  measorea  ought  to  be  adopted 
by  Congress,  to  increase  tiiegnantity  of  circulating  m^ 
dhim  beyond  ov^  own  ocrins  and  SpaniA  millad  del- 
Ian  and  parla  of  anch  drilars. 

In  eftcting  this  object,  the  tmamttkM  an  »mdHa  . 
that  caution  i  requisite  to  prevent  colna,  which  m^ 
not  be  of  a  standard  weight  and  value,  from  becoming 
a  currency,  especially  as  there  seems  to  have  been  no 
aaaay  of  foreign  ooins,  which  have  issued  subsequent 
to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1793, 

The  report  wss  ordered  to  lie  for  eonsidetfttioE. 

Mr.  TRaoY  ^are  notice  that  he  would,  to-tnor- 
row,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  in  addition  to  aa 
act  eatabijghine  r  Mint,  and  renulatiniF  the  coina 
of  the  United  Slates. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  ao  mocb  of 
nnj  act  or  acta  as  autboriEe  the  receipt  of  eri- 
dences  of  the  public  debt  in  paf  meot  for  landt  t^ 
the  United  States,  nnd  fot  other  mifpoae*  lelaiiye 
to  the  public  drbt,"  waa  read  lb«  third  time,  AbA 
a  motion  was  made  to  sirika  otii  (he  second  prfr- 
Tiso.io  ibe  bill,  as  ameaded;  and,  aftef  delNtle, 
the  Senate  adjourned. 

Thursdat,  March  ST. 

Agreeably  to  notice  giTen  yesterdsTi  Mr.  Taaor 
asked  nnd  obttined  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  in  ad- 
dition to  "An  aci  wtabliahine  a  Mint,  end  iega~ 
lating  tlie  coins  of  the  United  States;"  and  ih« 
bill  was  read  and  ordered  to  the  aecond  reading. 

The  bill  making  provision  for  the  defence  of 
the  Terrrtory  ofOrleana  and  fbr  the  disposal  of » 
pari  of  the  public  land  therein."  waa  read  tbeaec* 
.ond  time  aa  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  uai 
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bAvioe  been  ameoded,  was  reported  to  the  House 
accordingly  ;  and  on  ihe  (juMtioD,  Shall  ibU  bill 
pas9  to  the  third  reading  1  the  Senate  were  equally 
divided,  and  the  Piie0ident  determined  the  quei- 
tion  in  (be  sffirmaliTe. 

A  mesiage  from  the  House  of  RepKseDtatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pasiied 
s  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  to  prohibit  the  importa- 
Tion  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise," 
in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Se- 
nate. They  insist  on  their  disagreeuient  to  the 
Amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  refiulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of  the 
officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives ;"  they  agree  to  the  conference  desired  by 
the  Senate  on  (he  said  amendment,  and  have  ap- 
{icinted  managers  on  their  part ;  they  insist  also 
OH  their  disagreement  lo  the  last  amendment  of 
the  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  es- 
tablishing rules  and  articles  for  the  govemmeni 
of  the  armies  of  the  United  Slateap'  aod  they 
um  to  the  conference  desired  by  the  Senate 
thereon,  and  bare  appointed  managers  on  their 
ptttt. 

Tbe  bill  lati  faronffht  up  for  concurrence  wat 
read  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Stons,  from  tbe  committee  appointed  on 
the  35th  instant,  to  consider  the  hill,  entitled  "An 
act  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
cause  (he  coast  of  North  Carolioa,  be(ween  Cape 
Hatteras  and  Cape  Fear,  to  be  surveyed,"  repotted 
the  bill  without  amendment. 

Od  tnolion,  it  was  agreed  (ha[  the  third  reading 
of  the  bill  to  carcv  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the 
eighth  section  of  the  act  regulating  tbe  grants  of 
land,  and  providing  for  (he  disposal  of  tbe  lands 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  Stale  of  Tenaes- 
■ee,  he  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Fbioay,  March  28. 

The  President  of  the  United  Stales,  on  the  Slat 
of  December  last,  approved  and  signed  "An  act 
mpplementary  (o  (he  act  making  provision  for  (he 
paymcntof  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
on  the  Oovernment  of  France,  the  payment  of 
which  has  been  assumed  by  the  United  Scales  by 
Tirtne  of  the  convention  of  (he  30th  of  April,  1803. 
between  the  United  States  and  the  French  Re^ 
pablic." 

Mr.  BiiinLET,  from  tbe  committee  (o  whom 
was  referred,  on  (he  Slat  instant,  tbe  resolutions 
relative  to  William  Baton  and  others,  late  officers 
ID  the  army[  of  the  ez-Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  reported 
tbeaamewith  an  amendment,  which  wasadopted. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  pass  to  the  third 
reading  as  amended. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  tbe  im- 
portation of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise," was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Baldwin,  Mitchill,  Sdhteb,  Bbadlev, 
and  TatcY,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  AoiMS,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  26th  tDslant,  to  consider  whether  any,  and 
what,  alterations  areeipedieoi  in  the  laws  relating 
to  the  District  of  Colanibia,  reported  a  bill  for  the 


regulation  of  the  fees  of  attorneys  and  tbe  ofDcer* 
of  (he  courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for 
other  purposes;  and  the  bill  was  read, and  ordered 
to  theFCcood  reading. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  "An  act  establishing  a 
Mintand  regulatingthe  coins  of  the  United  Stairs," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  lo  Messrs. 
Tracy,  Adams,  and  Kitdhbi.,  to  considor  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  second  reading  of  tbe 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  cause  the  coast  of  North  Carolina, 
between  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape  Fear,  to  besur- 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  (bird  reading. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Ihe  amendments  reported  on  the  26th  in- 
stant, to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so 
muchof  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating  tbreiga 
coins,  and  for  other  purposes,'  as  is  contained  la 
tbe  second  section  thereof:"  and  the  amendmenti 
having  been  adopted,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  paai  to  the  third  reading 
as  amended. 

Agreeably  U 
ir.  Skits  of 
bring  in  a  bill  to  suspend  the  sale  of  ceriaio  lands 
within  (heSiaMofObfoaBd  (be  Indiana  Territory; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  tbe  second 
reading. 

A  message  from  tbe  House  of  Represematirea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Honse  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
tbe  support  of  GoTernment  for  the  year  1806,"  in 
which  (hey  request  theconcurrence  of  the  Senate. 
The  bill  first  mentioned  in  the  message  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  tbe  second  reading. 

Agreeably  to  tbe  order  of  tbe  day  the  Senate 
resumed  the  third  readiog  of  the  bill  to  carry  into 
effect  the  provision  of  the  eighth  section  of  the 
act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing 
lor  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  Siatet 
south  of  the  Slate  of  Tennessee;  and,  on  the 
question  to  agree  to  the  final  passage  of  tbe  bill,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirtnatire — yeas  19,  nays 
II,  as  follows: 

Y'stS'-Mesas.  Adair,  Adsliu,  Bayard,  Bradley, 
ConiKt,  GilmaD.  Hillhouse,  Howland,  Pickering,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Smilb  of  New  York,  emith  of  Ohio,  Smith 
□f  Vermont,  Stone,  Boater,  Thruston,  Tracy,  White, 
and  Wright 

Nats— Mrans  Baldwin,  QwUscd,  Kitdiri,  Logan, 
Madaj,  Miichill,  Hooie,  Plumer,  SmUh  ofTena—ee, 
Tamer,  and  WortbiagtoB. 

So  it  was  Retolved.  That  tbia  bill  pass,  that  it 
be  engrosMd,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act 
to  carry  into  effect  the  provision  of  tbe  eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  regulating  tbe  grants  of  land  and 
providing  for  the  disposal  of  tbe  lands  oftheUni* 
led  States  south  of  tbe  State  of  Tennessee." 


Satobday,  March  29. 
The  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  fees  of  (he  at- 
torneysaad  tbe  oScersof  the  courts  of  the  District 
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of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  loMeurs.  Adaus,  Balii- 
WIN,  aod  Wbioht,  funfaer  to  coDsider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  mskinj^approprialioDt 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1806," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  th«28ibofJanuBrT  last,  to  whom 
weie  referred  the  report  and  estimates  of  the  ap- 
propristiaos  necessary  for  the  year  1S06,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiltee  of  the 
Whole,  the  Bmeadmeuis  reported  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled "Au  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  make  pro- 
visiooforpersons  that  hare  been  disabled  by  known 
woundsrecelredinthe  actual  setTtce  of  the  United 
States  during  the  Re  ' 
agreed  further  to  postpone  (his 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  cause  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina,  between  Cape  Hatieras  and  Cape  Fear, 
to  be  surveyed,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
amended,  by  striking  out  the  word  "  laying."  line 
4tb.  and  inserting  the  word  "lying." 

/teaolved,  That  this  bill  pa^  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Seonte  an  aecdnm 
of  moneys  expended  in  fitting  up  the  Senate 
Chamber  for  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Jndee 
Chase,  aigned,  for  B.  H.  Latrobe,  John  Leothall ; 
and  the  account  was  referred  to  Messrs.  Batabd 
Ai«i>BRSoi(,  and  Shith  of  Ohio,  to  consider  aotf 
report  thereon. 

Monday,  March  31. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGTOK,  from  the  joint  committee, 
apftoiated  on  the  13ih  instant,  to  consider  what 
business  is  necessary  to  be  done  by  Congress  in 
the  present  session,  made  report ;  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands 
within  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  and  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Suitb  of  Ohio,  Bradlbt,  and  Baldwin, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  addition  to  an 
act  to  make  pioTision  for  persons  that  have  been, 
disabled  by  known  woonds  received  in  the  actual 
service  of  the  United  Slates  dnring  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,-"  and  having  agreed  to  the  amend- 
tnents  reported  by  (he  select  committee,  the  bill 
was  reported  lo  the  House  aceoidingly. 


pointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  confer  on 
amendment  to -the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  regu- 
late and  fix  the  compensaiioos  of  the  officers  of 
the  SenaLe  aud  House  of  Representatives,"  disa- 
greed to  by  the  Hous*  of  Representatives,  and 
the  report  was  in  pan  agreed  to,  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  oo  the 
!kh  of  Pebroaiy  last,  that  it  be 


Sttoltitd,  That  &e  Sergeanl-at'Arms  of  ttie  Bmata 
leceivefor  his  attendance  at  the  Court  of  Impaachment 
for  the  trial  of  Judge  Chsse,  coinpcBnitiaa  for  tw«)ly- 
saren  days  atteniUnce,  at  Iha  r*.l«  of  five  doUan  par 
day;  and 

Retohed,  That  the  asHstant  Doorkoeper  receiva  at 
the  rata  of  two  dollars  per  day  duHng  the  said  trial,  t« 
be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  funds  of  the  Senate. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  reso- 
lution, it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second  re- 
aolution,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative, 

Mr.  ANtiEiieon  reported,  from  the  Maaagen 
appointed  on  the  part  uf  the  Senate  to  confer  on 
the  amendment  to  the  hill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the  government 
pf  the  armies  of  the  United  Stales,"  disagreed  te 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  "That  they 
have  bad  a  conference  with  the  Managers  on  the 
part  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  havt 
iwreed  that  the  Senate  recede  from  that  part  of 
their  amendment  of  the  one  hundredth  article 
disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Repreaeniativeik 
with  the  following  amendment;  after  the  word 
'army'  add  'but  the  manner  of  wearine  the  hair 
shall  not  be  considered  as  a  part  thereof" 

And  on  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  con- 
ferees, a  division  of  the  question  was  called  for, 
and  so  much  of  the  report  was  agreed  to  as  ex- 
tends to  receding  from  the  amendment  insisted 
on  by  the  Senate. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  other  mem- 
ber of  the  report,  to  wit :  "  but  the  maoner  of 

thereof:' 
It  was  passed  in  Ih^  negative— yeas  9,  nays  SI 

Txis — Meaira.  Anderson,  Condit,  Oaillsrd,  Holland, 
Kitchel,  Macti;,  Bnmter,  Tnicy,  and  T^imer. 

N41B — Meaara.  Adiir,  Adams,  Baldwin,  Bayard, 
Bradley,  Oilmen,  Billbouse,  Logan,  MitchDI,  Hoore, 
Pickering,  Bmith  of  Maryluid,  Smidi  of  Now  York, 
Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tannesaee,  Bmith  of  Vermont, 
Stone,  White,  Worthington,  and  Wright 

So  it  was  R&olved,  That  the  Senate  recede 
from  their  said  amendment  disagreed  to  by  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamet  CaramalU,  ex- 
Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  was  read  the  third  time;  and, 
after  debate,  the  consi iteration  of  the  bill  was 
postponed. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  submitted  on  the 
22d  of  January  last,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  the 
day ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

ToEaDAY,  April  1. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  so  mtich 

of  the  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other 

purposes,'  as  is  contained  in  the  second  section 

thereof,"  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and 

Mr.  Ardsrson,  from  the  committee  lo  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  on  the  S4th  iutant,  r«- 
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ported"!  Ml  for  ibe  relief  of  OilbertC.Russd;" 
which  wii  read  and  [>rdet«d  to  the  Kaond  mdmg. 

Th«  Senate  rcaamcd  <fa«  report  of  the  coromii- 
tM  of  confereiKe  on  tbe  ameDdment  iniisted  on 
by  the  Seoale,  to  (he  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  re- 
gulate and  Bx  the  compensation  of  the  officen  of 
the  Srante  and  House  of  Representatives." 

Raohed,  That  tfaef  so  far  recede  fVom  their 
MUettdmeot  ioiisted  on,  K9  to  agree  to  the  siodi- 
ficatioD  reported  by  the  Haoagers  at  the  confer- 
renoe  ihereoB. 

Id  the  last  line  but  one  of  the  aaid  first  seettou 
thereof,  and  sext  after  the  word  "  each,"  the  first 
time  the  word  occur*  in  (be  line,  insert  tbeie 
words;  "the  first  engrossing  clerks,  respectiTely, 
one  thoDsand  two  hundred  dollars  each,"  and  in 
the  ESiDe  lioej  between  the  words  "their"  and 
"  engroniog,"  insert  the  word  "  other." 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  aot 
to  make  prorisioo  for  persons  that  lia7«  beeii  dis- 
abled by  known  wouads  reccired  in  the  aclaal 
MTTice  of  the  United  States  during  the  Rerolu- 
tionary  war,"  was  icad  the  third  time  as  amended 
nd  pKsaed. 

EX-BA8HAW  OF  TRIPOLL 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli,  es- 
Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  being  tiadei  consideration,  on 
the()uestioa,  Sball  this  bill  patsl  Mr.  Bb  ad  let 
hariag  fioiuied  his  remarks  in  aupport  of  tbe 
bill — 

Mr.  AoiKB  said: — tit.  President,   when  the 


called  on  to  record  my  asteot  to  or  dissent  from  it, 
I  felt  myself  boDod  i>  duty  to  call  upon  the  octn- 
mittee  by  whom  it  was  reported,  for  the  evidence 
UpoB  which  ihey  bad  rested  the  claim  of  Hamet 
Bashaw  to  the  grant  of  money  which  is  proposed 
by  the  bill  to  be  made  to  him.  Togeihst  with  the 
bill  the  committee  hB<l  reported,  what  thev  term 
"a  bti^  •tatemenl  of  facts;*'  upon  which,  they 
decive  the  bill  itself  to  be  founded,  and  whsKtn 
they  consider  his  claim,  not  on  the  ge&aroMiy,  bat 
on  the  juatice  of  the  United  Stalesj  from  his  ser- 
vice and  suffering  in  their  cause,  and  from  his 
having  been  deceived  aod  amused  with  the  proB- 

Sict  of  bfing  placed  on  his  throne,  as  legiiimaie 
oveceign  ot  Tripoli, and  frequently  drawn  from 
eligible  sitUBtioQsfor  (he  purpose  of  b«ing  made  the 
dapeorinslrumenlof  policv.and  finallv  sacrificed 
to  misfortune  and  wrelchedaesa.  The  bill  accord- 
ingly  makes  the  graoC,  expressly  in  consideration  of 
loOBufferinga  in  our  cause  ;  and, 


voting  for  the  bill  as  it  now  stands,  1  should  con- 
sider myself  as  sanctioning,  as  far  as  my  vote 
would  go,  the  report  of  the  committee,  upon 
which  the  bill  is  founded.  This  I  could  not  do 
without  further  information.  I  ibought,  sir,  and 
have  thought,  from  the  moment  when  I  first  saw 
the  report,  that  the  statement  il  contained,  far 
from  being  supported  by  the  voluminous  ducu- 
meois  which  have  been,  in  the  course  of  the  ses- 
sion, communicated  to  the  Senate,  respecting  all 
our  tranBectioo*  with  Tripoli,  wa«  in  many  re- 
spects contradictory  to  the  whole  tenor  oi  tboM 


docnmeotsjmvreci^eotionof  diedooaBtentswas, 
indeed,  only  or  their  general  tenor ;  for,  amidst 
the  pressure  of  the  various  other  importaiBt  bosi- 
ness  which  we  have  bad  before  us,  I  bad  not  found 
lime  for  a  reperusal  of  them,  since  1  had  heard 
them  read  at  your  table.  Bat,  of  their  genenl 
oomplexioD,  my  mind  had  received  a  clear  and 
very  decided  impressioa,  with  which  I  found  'a 
impossible  to  reconcile  any  part  of  the  comnit- 
tee's  report.  I  presumed,  however,  ib*l  the  com- 
mittee were  possessed  of  evidence,  not  yet  eon- 
mnnicated  to  the  Senate,  which  warrasled  them 
in  those  asaeriiooe,  wbich  all  the  papers  with 
which  I  bad  been  made  acquainted  tended  nther 
to  disprove  than  to  coafirm.  The  ebainnan  of 
the  committee  has  this  dav  informed  the  Senate 
of  the  gronods  upon  which  the  report  was  dnwv 
up,  aod  has  communicated  what  he  considers  u 
(he  additional  evidence  in  its  support.  He  has 
also  favored  us  with  the  argametiu  upon  which 
he  thinks  tbe  views  of  the  sabject,  laxen  in  tha 
report,  are  fully  substantiated.  I  regret,  sir,  that 
neither  his  argameats  nor  his  evidence  have  been 
satisfactory  to  my  mind ;  but  that,  after  giving 
them  what  I  deem  their  full  share  of  weight,  I 
still  remain  convinced  that  the  report  is  founded 
upon  a  suppoeed  state  of  facts  altog^ttiMr  errone- 
otH,  and  a  view  of  the  whole  sabjeet  altogethti 
incorrect. 

The  merits  cf  Hamet  Basbaw'i  claim  npon  the 
United  Slates  must  depend  upon  tbe  nature  «f 
the  engagements  eoDiracted  tetwecn  the  Uiute4  - 
States  and  him,  and  upon  the  transactioiu  under 
those  engagements.  With  respect  to  the  nature 
of  the  engagements,  there  is  a  very  sirikirg  dif- 
ference between  the  stalement  of  the  committee 
and  the  statement  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  in  his  Message  of  tbe  13ih  of  Jannary  lasL 
The  slatement  of  the  committee  is  as  much  at 
variance  with  the  ideas  of  Hamet  Bashaw  him- 
self as  with  thoae  of  tbe  President,  and  eqoally  ia 
opposition  to  those  of  Commodore  Barron  and 
Mr.  Lear,  as  they  appear  in  the  printed  papen. 

With  regard  to  the  facts,  material  to  conatitnie 
the  peculiar  charaeter  of  the  ex-Bishaw's  claim, 
the  slatemeDl  of  tht  committee  is  no  less  in  flat 
otmindiolion  to  the  statements  of  the  PresidenL 
to  the  acknowiedgmeots  of  Hamet  Bashaw,  and 
to  the  tenor  of  the  most  substantial  doeameots. 

As  10  the  nature  of  the  ensagemeDts,  the  com- 
mittee reprcEeul  Hamet  Ba^aw  as  having  been 

iveigled,  deceived,  amused  with  promises  to  place 


were  bound,  at  all  eveaU,  ami,  by  their  exclusive 
exertions,  to  restore  him  to  his  dignity,  and  that 
tbe  mere  act  of  withdrawing  their  aid,  withont 
acDompliibing  that  object,  was  a  treachBrons  vio- 
Ulion  of  their  faith  plighted  to  him. 

Tbe  President's  Messoce  says :  [Mr.  BsADtXT 
objected  against  the  reading  of  tbe  Meseage,  aa 
out  of  order,  it  being  ioconipatible  with  the  rules 
to  adduce  the  opinioDs  of  the  Executive,  to  influ- 
ence the  opinion  of  the  Senate.  On  appeal  to 
tbe  Chair,  Mr.  Anuia  stated  thai  he  did  oot  pro- 
pose to  read  the  ofioiona  of  the  Execaiire,  bat  a 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


21S 


mSTOBY  OF  CONaRBSa 


AP>■^  1806. 


Bx-BaOMai)  €f  TripoH. 


UaMBMit  of  &eta  bjr  cb*  EzeoHtive,  for  the  pa(> 
poK  of  sbowiDg  tbit  it  WHS  coiuradietory  to  the 
Matement  of  facta  reported  by  the  commitlee, 
■nd  with  the  furtber  view  of  iikowing,  by  tfa«  u- 
koowledgmeiit  of  Hamet  Bishaw,  and  the  other 
documeois  before  the  Benaie,  tbai  the  slaleiDeili 
of  the  Ezeeative  was  tbe  correct  one.  The 
pRESiDEitT  of  ihe  Senate  decided  that  he  might 
proceedj 

The  Fresideol's  Message  says  :  "  Durinif  the 
'  war  witb  Tripoli,  it  was  suggested  that  Hamet 
'  Caramalli,  elderbroiher  of  tbe  reigning  Bashaw, 
'  and  driren  by  him  from  his  throne,  meditated 
'  the  reeorery  of  his  inhefiiaace,  aad  that  a  coo- 
'  cof t  ia  aeiiou  with  tia  wa»  deiiiable  to  him.  We 
'  GODiidered  that  concerted  operatiODs  by  those 
*  who  btre  a  cocamoD  eneiny  were  entirely  juni- 
'  fiable,  and  misht  produoe  effects  favofaUe  te 
'  both,  without  bi&diag  either  la  goaiAntce  the 
'  ebjeets  of  the  other." 

Her«,  sir,  from  the  Preeident  hinsrif,  we  are 
told,  not  [hat  Hatoet  Baibaw  had  beea  deoeiTed, 
airtMed,  and"  drawn  from  eligible  sitnfttioas,"  bat 
that  the  coQcert  of  operations  was  first  saggMled 
as  desirable  to  him.  Not  that  the  GoTernment 
ever  had  a  thought  of  pledging  the  United  Slates 
to  restore  him  lo  his  throne,  bai  merely  that  a 
concert  inaclioa  was  in  tended,  leaving  each  party 
perfectly  at  liberty  as  respected  the  object  of  the 
other.  The  committee,  inerEfore.  have  altogether 
mislaken  the  first  negatiatioDi  with  Hamet  i  and 
Mr.  Keioe's  letters  of  the  5th  of  September  and 
'  ISth  of  December,  1801,  prove  the  correetneia  of 
tbe  ^reeideM's  atetetnenl. 

The  raport  of  the  oaraaiitlee  MserU,  ihet  the 
■gmb  of  the  Uaited  Statee  in  tbe  UaditemneaD 
in  A^ftMt,  1801,  entered  iKto  a  eonvcniion  with 
Hsmet,  to  obtatn  a  pernaaent  pewse  with  Tripoli, 
to  place  the  u-Basbaw  on  hi«  throne,  and  procure 
lodemniQcation  for  all  expense  in  accotnpKihing 
the  same.  That  this  agreement  was  renewed  in 
Nov  ember  following,  and  thai,  in  ISCB,  "when  the 
'  reigning  Bashaw  bad  made  overtures  to  tbe  tx- 
'  Bashaw  to  selile  on  him  tlie  two  provinces  of 
'  Derne  ^dJ  Beogazi,  and  when  the  ex-Bashaw 
'  was  on  the  point  of  leaving  Tunis,  under  an  e«- 
'  cort,  furnished  by  the  reigning  Bashaw^  the 
'  agents  uf  the  United  Slates  prevailed  on  bim  to 
'aOBudon  the  offer,  with  assuraaoe  that  the  Unit- 
'  ed  Stales  would  efieclually  co-operate,  and  place 
'  him  on  the  throne  of  TripolL" 

Now,  sir,  it  is  impassible  to  onderelaod  the  re- 
pott  any  oiherwiEe  than  ioteadiog  to  convey  the 
idea  that  these  coDveAiions,  made  by  the  a^ots 
of  the  United  States  were  auchoriz«i  and  saoe- 
tiooed  by  the  Government,  and  the  offer  of  the 
reigning  Bashaw,  the  escort,  the  aeitlem«ai  of  the 
two  provinees,  are  represented  u  one  of  thoaa 
eligible  situaiiooe,  which  be  was  prevailed  upon 
to  abandon  by  the  agents  of  the  Uniled  Statee, 
with  the  promise  of  his  throne. 

What  IS  the  fact  7  The  conventions  alluded 
lo  were  made  by  Mr.  Eaton,  and,  instead  of  being 
nnctioned,  were  expressly  disavowed  by  this  Gov- 
ern men  I. 

[Mr.  Wrivht  here  taJd,  that  Mr.  Adams  wm 


miatakaa ;  tod  was  proeeediog  to  lAjeei,  wken 
Ihe  Pkmidbht  of  the  Senate  observed  to  him 
that  he  woold  have  aa  opportunity  to  reply  aAer 
Mr,  Adams  should  have  fioished,  and  desired  lb* 
Utter  to  proceed.] 

Sir,  said  Mr.  A„  tbe  chairman  of  the  commit* 
tee,  the  gentleman  who  drew  up  the  report,  will 
aai  deny  that  the  conventions,  of  which  I  ant 
speaking,  were  those  made  in  1801  by  Mr.  EatoB. 
[Mr.  Bhaslbv  admitted  they  were.]  Well,  sir,I 
shall  now  show  you  that  Mr.  Eaton's  auihoritf 
was  expressly  disavowed  by  ibis  Goverameat, 

My  evidence  in  proof  of  this,  is  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  S8th  of  Augsat, 
1804,  to  Commodore  Morris,  then  the  aaiborited 
superiiiiendiog  agent  for  negotiating  with  the 
Barbery  Powers.  I  take  it  from  a  pamphlet,  pub* 
lished  by  Commodore  Mortis  himself.  It  is  not 
among  the  documents  oommunioated  to  us  thii 
session  by  the  President,  but  its  aiuhentioity  has 
never  been  denied ;  aad  if  any  gentieman  ltei« 
now  ijuestiODs  it,  1  shall  move  for  a  regular  call 
upon  (he  head  of  the  Navy  Department,  to  re- 
move tbe  doubt.  It  contaiosthe  following  words: 
"  In  adjusting  tbe  terms  of  peace  with  the  Dey  of 
'  Tripoli,  whatever  n^d  may  be  bad  to  the  sitiH 
'  ation  of  his  Ivolher,  it  i*  not  to, be  considered  bf 
'  you  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  srevent,  or  even 
'  to  retard  a  final  settlement  with  the  Dev.  Mr, 
'£Bloa,in  this  affair,  cannot  be  eonsidaedanati- 
'  thotized  agent  of  the  Government." 

At  the  same  time,  Mt.  Baton,  Mr.  Cathoart,  aad 
Commodore  Morris,  were  all  informed,  by  de^ 
spatohes  from  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  of  the  real 
nature  of  the  engagements  which  this  QoveriH 
meet  were  witling  to  make.  These  were  a  con- 
cert of  operatioaa  in  meaMiresofhosiiliiyagaiaet 
the  reigning  Bashaw,  without  ptedgii^  either 
parly  to  the  cause  of  the  other. 

Let  us  now  see  what  was  the  real  nature  of 
those  magnificent  oSers  of  the  reigning  Bashaw 
to  bis  brother — tbe  armed  escort,  and  the  two 
provinees — upon  the  abandonment  of  which,  un- 
der the  inBuence  of  our  agents,  the  report  raise* 
such  a  fund  of  merit  and  sacrifice  on  the  part  of 
Hamet,  The  committee  lake  this  circumstance 
from  a  statement  made  by  Mr.  Eaton  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  in  February  7,  1804,  printed 
among  the  docnments  of  that  season.  Largely 
as  the  cbairman  of  the  Commitlee  has  drawn 
from  that  ststement  in  making  his  report,  it  ia 
singular  chat  tbe  following  passage  in  it,  page  IS, 
has  escaped  his  attention ; 

"  Meantime,  I  had  wrought  apam  the  Bey's  Hinisler 
lo  countenaace  and  s^  mf  project,  in  conoderation  ot. 
my  ptamiM  to  give  bioi  910,000,  on  condition  of  his 
m[elily,  and  in  case  of  its  luccesB.  I  thooghl  it  good 
policy  lo  secure  llie  Mioistar ;  not  so  much  far  the  see. 
vice  he  would  renJer,  as  to  check  the  mischief  which 
seemed  impending.  He  contesiad  It  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  enemy  Bsshan,  by  this  illueive  overture,  to 
get  poMesnun  of  the  rlrtt  brother  in  order  to  des^Dy 
him ;  and  he  permitted  my  dngotnan,  under  an  injunc- 
lion  of  secrecy,  to  communicata  the  design  to  Hamet 
Beriiaw.  This  detenBinnJ  bin  lo  go  to  Malta,  under 
a  {HDtext  to  his  people  of  evadiiig  the  Swedish  and 
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And  are  these  the  OTerlares?  U  Ihis  tbeeliei- 
ble  siiuaiioD,  of  such  precious  value  to  the  ez-Ba- 
sbaw,  that  ihis  nation,  or  its  Government,  is  to  be 
charged  with  perfidf  and  treachery  because  our 
■eenis  ptevailed  upun  him  to  abancloo  ibeml 
Kren  so !  The  reigning  Bashaw  sends  an  ncort 
of  foriy  men,  with  otTers  of  two  proTiaceB,  to  his 
exiled  brother,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  getting  him 
into  hir  possession  to  destroy  him.    Our  agents 


destruction — and  now,  we  are  to  be  told,  that  by 
this  act,  we  were  not  conferring,  but  receiving  an 
oUigatioD,  which  bound  us  in  honor  and  duty  to 
restore  him  to  his  tbtone. 

The  report  asserts  that  the  Comtnittee  of  Claims 
expressed  their  decided  approbaiJDO  of  Mr.  Eaton's 
official  conduct  in  these  transactions,  and  the  gen- 
tleman, (Mr.  BaiDLEr,)  in  his  argumentlhis  day, 
has  very  strenuously  iasisted  on  this  circumstance 
as  a  proof  that  this  Government  had  then  sanc- 
tioned them.  But  the  approbation  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  is  not  thus  extensive.'  It  is  ex- 
pressed ia  a  manner  which  peculiarly  confines 
their  applause  (o  his  official  condoct  in  his  codiu- 
hir  agency.  He  was  Consul  at  Tunis,  and  the 
Secremry  of  the  Nary,  as  I  have  shown,  had  ex- 
plicitly denied  his  authority  for  dis  conventions 
with  Haroel  Bashaw. 

Thns  much,  sir,  for  the  nature  of  the  transac- 
tions between  tbeagients  of  the  United  Stales  and 
the  ex-Bashaw,  prior  to  the  year  1804,  when' Com- 
modore Barron  with  his  squadron  were  sent  into 
the  Mediterranean,  and  when  he  was  vested  with 
disereliooary  powers  to  avail  himself  of  Hamei's 
co-operation,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Baton  as  an 
agent  sent  oiit  by  Government  for  that  purpose. 

This  discretionary  power  of  Commodore  Bar- 
ion,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  has  this  day 
strongly  contended  was  altogether  unlimited,  and 
such  is  the  idea  given  of  it  in  the  report;  but 
this  I  apprehend  to  be  a  mistake  of  the  utmost 
importance.  It  is  in  direct  contradiction  to  the 
statement  of  the  Presideal's  Message,  and  to  the 
testimony  of  Commodore  Barron  himself.  The 
President's  Message  says : 

"  W«  authorized  Oammodore  Barron,  then  pioceed- 
ins  with  his  gqaadroD,  to  enter  into  an  understanding 
with  Hunet,  if  he  should  deem  it  useftili  andaaitwiu 
npresenteil  that  be  would  need  ioiae  ud  of  arms  and 
am  munition,  and  even  of  money,  he  was  ■uthoriied  to 
famish  them  to  a  Tnoderate  extent,  according  Co  the 
prospect  of  utilitj  {a  be  expected  from  it.  The  in- 
stmctions  of  June  Sth,  to  Commodore  Barron,  show 
dlat  a  co-operation  only  was  intended,  and  bj  no  means 
an  union  of  our  object  with  the  fortunes  of  the  ei-Ba- 
dlaw  ;  and  the  Commodore's  letters  of  March  3S,  and' 
May  I S,  prove  that  he  had  Qte  most  correct  idea  of  our 


These  letters  of  Commodore  Barron  are  both 
to  Mr.  Eaton  ;  the  first  in  answer  to  one  from  hira 
elated  the  18th  of  Fehruaryj  mentloniog  his  in- 
tended convention  with  Hamet,  which  was  not 
then  reduced  to  wiitiog.  Here  the  Commodore 
■lys: 

"In  the  point  of  ^ew  in  whidi  I  tagnd  tha  im^ 
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■tree  already  puraned,  as  well  si  the  subject  of  the  oo- 
operation  generally,  I  conceive  we  ought  to  tread  with 
the  utmoat  caution.  It  ii  far  fiom  my  wish,  sir,  ts 
damp  your  ardor,  or  that  of  your  companioni  in  arms, 
by  laying  too  great  a  stress  upon  the  oold  maxinu  of 
prudence,  whereby  the  tide  of  suoceas  is  often  IM; 
something,  I  am  aware,  should  atwayi  he  left  to  tor- 
tune,  in  euterpnsei  of  this  nature ;  but  I  most  own 
there  are  certain  things,  expressed  in  your  deapatcbei, 
which,  whan  brought  to  the  test  of  my  instmctiotM 
&om  home,  giie  birth  to  feetingi  of  doubt  and  anean- 
ness ;  these  I  deem  it  incumbent  on  me  to  point  oat 
to  you  with  candor  and  eiplicitness,  in  order  that  we 
may  be  fiilly  undentood.  You  must  be  seiuible  that 
in  giving  their  sanction  to  a  co-operation  with  the  exiled 
^sshaw,  GoVemment  did  not  contemplate  the  nieamie 
as  leading,  nacewsrily  snd  abeoJntelj,  to  a  reinstate! 
ment  of  diat  prince  ia  hi*  rights  on  the  Regency  id 
Tripoli.  They  appear  to  have  viewed  the  owiperaliaa 
in  question  ai  a  means,  which,  if  there  eiistad  energy 
and  enterprise  in  the  exile,  and  attachment  to  his  per>- 
toa  on  the  part  of  his  ibiBier  mbjects,  might  be  employed 
to  ibe  comioon  fiirthoance  and  advantage  of  hii  daima 
and  oor  causa,  but  without  meuiing  to  fetter  them- 
selves by  any  specific  and  definite  attainment  aa  an 
I  end,  whidi  the  tenor  of  my  instructions  and  the  limited 
I  sum  appropriated  Ibr  that  spedal  purpose,  clearly  de- 
monstrate. I  fear,  by  the  convention  wluch  yon  were 
sbout  to  enter  into  with  Hamet,  and  by  the  complexion 
of  other  measures,  that  a  wider  range  m^  have  been 
taken  than  is  consistent  with  the  powers  Tealed  in  ma 
for  that  psT^culsr  object.  These  apprebenmoDs  may, 
perhaps,  prove  groundless,  on  further  representationa 
nam  you ;  but,  under  my  present  impressions,  I  feel  it 
my  duty  to  state,  explicitly,  that  I  must  wiftihidd  my 
sanction  to  any  convention  or  agreement  eommitting 
the  United  States,  or  tending  to  impress  upon  Hamet 
Bashaw  a  conviction  that  we  have  bound  ooraalves  to 
plus  him  upon  the  throne.  Tba  consequences  involv- 
ed in  such  an  engagement  cannot  but  strike  you  foro- 
Uy,  and  a  genera]  view  of  our  sitnation,  in  relation  to 
the  reigning  Bashaw  and  our  nofbrtunate  countrymen 
in  Tripoli,  will  be  sufficient  to  mark  its  inexpediency. 
"I  wish  you  to  UDderslind  that  no  guarantee  or  en- 
gagement to  the  exited  Fiioce,  whose  canse,  t  must 
repeat,  we  are  only  favoring  as  sn  instrument  to  our  ad- 
vantage, and  not  as  an  end  in  itself,  must  be  held  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  our  acqnieseence  to  any  honorable 
and  advantageous  terms  of  accommodation  which  the 
reigning  Ba^aw  may  be  induced  to  propose;  sndt 
terms  being  once  offered  and  accepted  by  the  repre- 
selitative  of  Oovemment  appointed  lo  treat  of  peace, 
our  support  to  the  ex-Bashaw  must  necessarily  cease." 
This  letter  was  written  upwards  of  a  month  be- 
fore the  capture  of  Derne.  I  baveread  thusmuch 
of  it,  because  it  elucidates  most  clearly  what  the 
intention  of  the  Government  was,  and  shows  that 
this  intention  was  perfectly  well  understood  by 
Commodore  Barron.  Mr.  Baton  also  was  aware 
that  the  discretion  of  the  Commodore  was  by  no 
means  unlimited  as  to  the  sum  of  m<mey  appro- 
priated to  this  obieci.  That  sum  was  twenty 
thousand  dollars ;  but  after  the  capture  of  Oerne 
he  answered  the  Commodore's  letter;  informed 
him  that  nearly  thirty  thousand  dollars  had  been  al- 
ready spent  in  getting  thus  far ;  called  for  a  farthei 
large  supply  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  the  gates 
of  Tripoli,  and  even  when  arrived  there,  expects 
the  Btubaw  coutd  "effect  little,  without  more 
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'  mititarj  talents  and  firmDeu  than  existteilher  in 
'  himself  or  the  hoidas  of  Arabs  who  attach  ibera- 
'selves  to  him." 

The  Commodore's  letter  of  Maf  19,  is  in  reply 
to  this,  and  says: 

"  The  busliieH  ia  now  nrived  at  (liit  poinl  wbeni, 
if  the  Ei-BudiBiT,  aflei  being  pat  in  powewioa  of 
Deme,  hta  tbrnicr  gcvenunent.  and  the  district  innbieh 
his  interest  is  most  powerful,  has  not  in  hHnsdf  energy 
■nd  talent,  mi  is  m  destitute  of  meuu  snd  resonroes, 
as  not  to  be  sUe  te  move  on  with  sqcwhIuI  progress, 
seconded  by  oar  nsial  force  sctii^  on  the  cattle  be 
milst  be  held  unworthy  of  turther  support,  and  the  eo- 
opention  as  ■  messuie  too  expensive  nnd  burdensome, 
and  too  little  pregnant  with  hope  or  ulrsntage,  to  Jos- 
lify  its  farther  prosecution  ;  Ibi  whsteTer,  sir,  may  hare 
been  once  the  Intentions  of  Government  on  this  subject, 
and  whaterer  ;our  ideas  tonching  those  intentions,  I 
feel  that  1  hats  already  gone  to  the  full  extent  of  my 
autboritj.  The  instructions  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, on  this  particulur  poinl,  with  which  you  are  not 
unacquainted,  iall  abort  of  that  unlimited  discretion  *nd 
power  of  application,  as  relates  to  tunda,  insisted  on  in 
your  letter,  anil  are  totally  silent  in  regard  to  the  quan- 
tity and  description  of  supplies  and  sIoibs,  which  you 
mention  to  have  been  in  the  eontemi^ation  of  Qovem- 
ment  to  furnish  to  the  Bashaw." 

Thus,  sir,  the  discretionary  power  of  Commo- 
dore Barron,  to  avail  himself  of  Hamet's  co-ope- 
ra lio  a  was  oo[  unlimiled— neither  by  the  inten- 
tion of  (he  Ezecmive,  nor  in  his  own  understand- 
ing. It  was  limited  both  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
engagement  be  was  to  contract,  and  as  to  the 
appropriated  for  the  purpose;  co-operalion 
term  of  reciprocal  import — it  eeriaiory  means  that 
there  should  be  some  operatioo  on  both  sides.  The 
operation  in  this  case  by  sea,  was  to  be  conducted 
entirely  and  exclusively  by  the  squadron  of  the 
United  Slates.  Hamei  Bashaw  could  contribute, 
and  was  expected  to  contribute,  Doihing  to  that, 
His  operation  was  to  be  by  land  ;  and,  upon  prio- 
ciples  of  ordinary  reciprocity  it  might  have  been 
required  that  this  also  should  he  exclusively  at 
bis  expense.  The  Qovernment,  however,  were 
willing  lo  furnish  htm  some  aid  even  there.  And 
the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  had  been  ap- 
propriated for  that  purpose.  This  was  going  as  far 
as  prudence  would  warrant,  or  as  good  failfl  could 
require.  Hamet  himself  could  have  entertained 
UD  other  expectation,  since,  In  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Eaton,  of  3d  January,  be  says :  "  Your  operations 
should  be  carried  on  by  sea;  mine  by  land."  And 
even  after  the  peace  was  made,  in  bis  letter  to 
Mr.  SatoD,  of  20th  June,  he  acknowledges,  as 
clearly  as  language  can  express  it,  that  the  failure 
of  co-opEraCion  was  not  on  our  part,  but  his  own  ; 
that  his  means  had  not  been  found  to  answer  our 
reasonable  expectations ;  aod  that  be  was  "  satis- 
fied with  all  our  nation  has  done  concerning  him." 

Indeed,  sir,  I  know  not  upou  what  principle  ol 
common  sense.  Commodore  Barron  could  have 
^ven  to  bis  instructions  that  unbounded  exten- 
sion which  the  committee  has  found  in  them. 
The  subject  of  availing  himself  of  Hamet's  co- 
opeiation,  was  committed  eniirely  lo  his  discre- 
tion, and  $20,000  were  placed  at  his  disposal  for 


thai  purpose.  Could  he  possibly  understand  by 
Ibis,  thai  after  830,000  bad  been  expended  in  get- 
ting the  ex-Bashaw  to  Derne,  $50,000  more  should 
be  called  for  to  carry  him  before  the  waits  of 
Tiipoli,  aod  then  he  able  to  do  nothing  unleaa 
men  were  furnished  from  the  squadron  to  lead  a 
coup  de  main?  Whatsori  of  co-operation  is  tbii^ 
in  which  one  parly  does  everythingand  the  olhei 
thing  7  Was  it  possible  for  the  Commodore  lo 
suppose  that  the  co-opetaiioo  was  to  be  with  our- 
selves? and  that  the  meaning  of  "your  operations 
are  to  be  by  lea,  and  mine  by  land,"  is,  your  opft- 
laiions  are  to  be  both  by  sea  and  land  ;  mioa  dv 
neither  1 

The  next  assertion  of  the  report,  for  proof  of 
which  I  am  still  to  inquire,  is,  that  even  al^er  tha 
aid  of  the  Americans  was  withdrawn  from  Hamet 
Bashaw,  he  "  would,  without  the  hazard  of  a  re- 
'  pulse,  faave  marched  lo  the  throne  of  Tripoli, 
'  bad  he  been  supported  by  the  co-operation  of  tbfl 
'  American  squadroo,  which  in  honor  and  good 
'  faith  he  had  a  righi  to  expect."  Compare  thia, 
sir,  with  ibestatement  in  the  President's  Message: 
"In  the  event  it  was  found  that,  after  placing  the 
'  ex-Bashaw  in  possession  of  Derne.  one  oT  the 
'  mosi  important  cities  and  provinces  of  thecouii-' 
'  try,  where  he  had  resided  bimself  as  Governor, 
'  he  was  totally  uoable  to  command  any  resources, 
'  ortobearaoy  part  in  co-operation  with  ua.  This 
'  hope  was  then  at  an  end ;  and  we  certainly  had 
'  never  contemplated,  nor  were  we  prepared,  to 
'  land  an  army  of  our  own,  or  to  raise,  pay,  at 
'  subsist  an  army  of  Arabs,  lo  march  from 
'  Derne  to  Tripoli,  and  to  carry  on  a  land  war, 
'at  such  a  distance  from  oar  resources.  Our 
'means  and  our  authority  were  merely  naval ; 
'  and  that  such  were  the  expectations  of  Hamet, 
'  his  letter  of  June  29  is  ao  unequivocal  acknow- 
'  ledgmeni." 

If  Hamet,  after  ihe  capture  of  Derne,  was  to- 
tally unable  to  command  any  resources,  or  bear 
any  part  in  co-operation  with  us,  how  can  it  be 
said  that  he  would,  without  the  hazard  of  a  re- 

Eulse,  have  marched  to  the  throne  of  Tripoli,  had 
e  been  supported  by  the  co-operation  of  our 
squadron  1    But,  further,  I  ask  what  were  tlie 
means,  what  were  the  resources,  of  this  sovereign 
Prince,  from  the  hour  when  Mr.  Eaton  received 
orders  to  withdraw  from   him  7     The  event 
is  worth  a  thousand  arguments.    He  could 
support  himself  a  day.    He  was  compelled 
10  take  instantaneous  refuge  on  board  our  vessels, 
and  was  saved  from   destruction  only  by  being 
brought  away.  Does  thislook  tike  marching  to  the 
throne  of  Tripoli  7 
The  next,  and  most  exceptionable  of  all  the 
rors  contaioed  in  this  report,  is  the  impuialioa 
it  casts  upon  the  characters,  and  the  wounds  it 
must  indict  upon  ihe  feelings,  of  highly  con£den- 
tial  officers  of  this  Goveroment — one  of  them  ab- 
1  from  the  country,  at  the  distance  of  four  thou- 
sand  miie&  unable  to  defend  bimaeir,  and  with- 
i  friend,  to  my  knowledge,  lo  defend  him  here. 
The  other  an  officer  unirersally  respected,  labor- 
ing under  a  iongaod  painful  illness,  whose  infirm- 
shonld  raihei  tmve  added  sanctity   to  the 
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claim  of  delicacf  vilh  which  iDdiridual  charac- 
ter ought  to  be  treated. 

[Mr.  WitiaHT  here  said  the  report  was  misrep* 
leseoted.  That  he  bad  treated  Commodore  Bar- 
ron's character  with  perfect  respect.J 

Mr.  AtiiMB  restimed.  I  am  aware,  «ir,  that  the 
report  has  very  ezplicilly  declared  that  no  blame 
otight  to  attach  to  Commodore Bano a  ;  but  it  has 
also  declared  that  a  wasting  sickness,  and  coase- 
qQeDEmeDtalsE  wellasbodiTf  debility,  had  render- 
ed him  totally  unable  to  commaDd  lae  squadron; 
that  to  this  cause  alone  may  be  attributed  the  6aal 
failure  of  the  plan  of  co-operation;  that  Mr.  Lear 
appears  to  hare  zaioed  a  complete  ascendency 
over  him,  thus  debilitated  by  sickness  ;  or  rattier 
that  Lear,  havio;  assumed  the  command,  in  the 
name  of  the  Commodore,  paralyzed  every  mili- 
tary operation  by  Bea  and  land;  and  they  go  so 
far  as  to  impute  to  Mr.  Lear  all  the  letter*  of 
Commodore  Barron,  subsequent  (0  that  of  21st  of 
March,  IBOfi.  If  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
considers  all  this,  sir,  as  perfectly  respeetrul  to  the 
Commodore,  I  can  ooly  say  that  it  appears  in  a 
different  light  lo  me,  nor  do  I  imagine  il  trill  bear 
that  compreiion  to  the  person  immediately  inter- 
ested in  it.  But  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
has  gone  yet  further.  He  has  told  you,  in  so  many 
words,  that  the  Commodore  was  reduced  to  a  stale 
of  perfect  childhood ;  has  represeoted  him  as 
equally  incapable  of  (bought  and  of  action;  in  a 
mere  state  of  dotage.  And  all  this  upon  what 
evidence?  Why,  because,  in  one  of  his  letters. 
Commodore  Bairon  says  he  is  unable  to  write 
with  his  own  hand ;  and  because,  from  (he  ]9lh 
to  the  22d  of  May,  there  appear  among  the  docu- 
ments, five  letters,  long  letters,  says  the  genite- 
man,  and  yet  the  Commodore's  secretary  had  an 
inflammation  in  his  eyes.  Sir,  is  it  possible  the 
gentleman  could  be  serious  in  dwelling  upon,  and 
repeatedly  recurring,  as  he  did,  to  ibis,  as  a  proof 
of  incapacity  in  the  Commodore,  and  of  crimi 
alily  in  Mr.  Lear?  Whether  be  was  serious 
not,  I  eanaotltell ;  but  his  reasoning  had  no  se 
oils  impression  npon  my  mind ;  and  when  a  cai 
rests  upon  such  arguments  as  these,  it  is  a  strong 
presumption  of  its  destitution  of  any  better. 

rUr.BBADLET  here  said  Mr.  Adams  had  mis- 
taken him;  (hat  his  argument  had  dwelt  upon 
Captain  Dent's  testimony.J 

Mr.  Adamb  replied — Sir,  erery  member  of  the 
Senate  who  now  hears  me,  heard  what  that  gen- 
tleman had  ssid  before.  I  appeal  lo  them  whether 
be  did  not  urge  repeatedly,  with  great  apparent 
zeal  and  earnestness,  the  Commodore's  illness  and 
the  secretary's  sore  eyes,  as  a  proof  that  Mr.  Lear 
must  have  written  all  the  Commodore's  letlers;  if 
he  did,  I  am  now  repiving  to  what  he  said;  if  he 
did  not,  lam  content  ihnt  what  I  am  saying  should 
pass  for  absurdity.  Suppose  the  Commodore  was 
unable  to  write  with  his  own  hand,  or  even  to 
dictate  to  another  every  line  and  sentence  of  those 
letters,  if  ihe  leading  ideas  were  his,  might  (hey 
not  be  written  by  any  other?  Suppose  his  secre- 
tary bad  sore  eyes,  was  there  no  other  person  in  the 
■qtiadron  who  eotild  read  and  write  but  Mr.  Lear? 
Surelf,  sit,  all  the  common  sense  and  common 


eapacities  of  the  whole  aqnadron,  was  fteither  dia- 
solved  by  the  Commodore's  illneas,  viot  eonsamed 
by  the  inflammation  of  his  secretary's  eyea.  As 
u  Gaplain  Dent's  [estiinDoy,it  appear*  lo  me  that 
the  inference  drawn  from  it  in  the  report,  is  mudi 
more  broad  and  comprehensive  than  (he  testimo- 
ny itself  will  warrant.  With  Captain  Dent,  I 
have  not  the  pleasure  of  an  acquamlance,  and  I 
certainly  neyer  beard  a  syllabU  to  the  dUparsige- 
meai  01  his  eharactsr.  But,  air,  pwmit  nae  to 
observe,  that  the  letter  from  him  on  which  tb« 
chairman  of  the  eommittoe  relies,  w«a  not  coleaa* 
porary  with  the  ooearrcnees  to  whiah  it  aUtideaf 
It  is  a  sort  of  poatliminary  evidence,  dt«WB  u 
since  the  appointment  of  the  eommiitee,  ana 
doubtless  obtained  for  the  purpoae  of  corroborat- 
ing the  view  of  things  previously  taken.  It  is  ua- 
fortuDateiy  too  notorious,  that  amoag  the  officer! 
employed  in  the  Mediterranean  service,  there  has 
been  a  division  into  parties,  and  that  a  very  aai- 
maled  party  spirit  has  mingled  itself  in  all  the 
narratives  which  have  been  published  and  circu- 
lated in  conversalioDS  respecting  their  traosactioos. 
In  all  such  cates,  persons  influenced  by  such  feel- 
ings, though  of  unimpeachable  integrity  and  of 
clear  understaodiog,  are  seldom  altc^ethei  free 
from  a  certain  bias.  Some  allowance  mus[  al- 
ways be  made  on  such  occasions,  and  testimony 
the  most  unquestionable  on  the  score  of  uprtght- 
oess,  must  be  susceptible  of  some  deduction  from 
the  medium  through  which  ihines  are  seen.  Yet 
whalis  Ihe  amount  of  Captain  Dent's  testimooyi 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  liitle  more  than  mere  opin- 
ion. It  WHS  the  opinion  of  the  officers  in  the 
squadron;  and  ii  was  his  own  opinion,  that  Mr. 
Lear  had  a  great  ascendeocy  over  ibe  Commo- 
dore in  his  measures  relative  to  the  squadron. 
And  00  what  was  this  opinion  founded?  Why, 
on  Mr.  Lear's  intimacy  with  him  during  his  de- 
bilitated state.  Well,  sir,  and  with  whom  should 
the  Commodore  have  entertained  this  intimacy, 
if  qot  with  Mr.  Lear?  A  mutual  consultation 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  war.  and  upon  the  nego- 
tiation of  the  peace,  was  enjoined  upon  both  py 
their  iustruciioDi.  What  could  be  more  natural, 
what  more  proper  than  ihis  intimacy?  and  if  Mr- 
Leer  did  obtain  an  ascendency  (o  the  full  extent 
of  Captain  Dent's  opinion,  why  is  it  to  be  charged 
upon  nim  as  a  crime?  Let  me  go  one  step  further. 
1  entreat  every  member  of  the  Senate  to  read  over 
attentively  (bose  tetters  communicated  to  us  as 
Commodore  Barron's,  but  which  the  report  insists 
upon  considering  as  Mr.  Lear's,  and  then  say  whe- 
ther il  is  at  all  material  who  wrote  them.  Sir, 
there  is  in  them  a  fund  of  good  sense,  of  sober  dis- 
cretion, of  clear  discernment,  of  anxious  regard 
for  the  public  welfare,  and  of  vigilant  attention 
to  the  public  interests,  which  bespeaks  an  origin 
from  a  sound  head  and  a  well  placed  heart.  1 
care  not  who  wrote  them ;  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  no  official  documeets  presented  to  the 
Senate  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  ia 
this  body,  have  been  stamped  with  more  sierlieg 
intrinsic  value.  The  arguments  in  the  letters  to 
Mr.  Eaton,  oa  the  snbjeet  of  the  co-operation  with 
Hamet  Bashaw,  and  oa  the  subject  oiHr.  Eaton'* 
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Lev,  on  the  subjeot  oi  nagotiaiion  triib  the  teiga- 
iog-  Bosbaw,  are  oogeat  aad  forcible.  Tb*  report 
of  your  committee  indeed  e«]U  ibem  pretended 
reasoDi,  and  imputes  tlteca  to  Mr.  Lear.  It  Myi, 
the  committee  wilL  not  eondeecend  to  enter  ie tea 
considers  lion  of  tbeiB.  Sir,  I  em  Tetf  aotxj  for 
it.  I  believe  sincerely,  that  if  ther  liad  coode- 
seended  thus  far,  they  would  bare  found  the  rea- 
BOiis  were  folid  aad  weighty  j  that  ibey  were  well 
deserving  of  all  the  consideration  which  ibey 
thought  proper  to  deny  them.  They  did  coode- 
scend  ID  speak  the  language  of  reproach  aad  bitter 
censure  upon  an  officer  of  high  trust  and  coufi- 
dence,  far  distant  from  his  country,  and  thus 
nnable  lo  defend  himself.  They  did  condescend 
thus  to  accuse  him  in  the  face  of  the  Freaidenl's 
Message,  which  declares  that  he  had  perfectly 
tinderstoad,  and  faithfully  executed,  the  real  in- 
tentions of  the  Executive  wbose  minister  he  is. 
They  did  condescend  to  condemn  him  untieard, 
upon  evidence,  to  say  the  least,  very  questionable; 
and  I  cannot  taink  it  would  have  been  uojiecom- 
ing  their  dignity,  to  give  a  moment  of  considera- 
tion to  the  reasons  alleged  for  his  conduct.  That 
condescension  which  the  committee  denied  him. 
I  hope  ibis  Senate  will  freely  grant.  It  will 
exalt  rather  than  debase  even  the  Senate  of  the 
United  Slates,  to  consider  tbe  reasons  alleged  in 
behalf  of  a  fellow- citizen,  and  fel low-servant  of 
the  public,  accused  of  having  betrayed  his  trust 
and  di.igraced  his  country.  It  is  tbe  more  sur- 
prising,  sir,  that  the  coramiltee  should  have  treated 
with  sucb  contempt  the  reasooa  for  o^otiatjng 
the  peace,  when  we  find  by  their  own  stalemeut 
that  the  first  of  these  reasons  is  the  danger  of  the 
American  prisoners  in  Tripoli.  The  committee 
say  ihej  think  it  had  no  foundationj  but  if  this 
was  their  opinion,  might  not  Commodore  Barron 
and  Mr.  Lear,  without  being  idiots  or  traitors, 
have  aoother?  It  is  indeed  a  little  singnlar  thai 
the  letter  from  Commodore  Rodgers,  which  tbe 
.  ehainnsii  of  the  committee  has  read  yoti,  is  itself 
conclusive  evidence  that  the  danger  in  which  tbe 
prisoners  might  be,  was  tbe  decisive  reason  for 
concluding  the  peace.  He  says,  indeed,  (hat  be 
never  tbooKht  tne  prisoners  in  danger,  himself; 
but  be  eiplicillv  declares  that  the  appreheotion 
of  what  the  Basoaw  in  his  despair  might  do  with 
them,  was  tbe  preponderating  impulse  to  the  ne- 
goiiatjou,  Tbe  report  also  oontains  an  extract 
from  a  letter  of  LientenaDt  Wormeley,  then  him- 
self a  prisoner,  and  who  likewue  says  that  be  does 
Dot  tbiak  tbeir  lives  were  in  danger.  Well,  sir, 
and  what  does  this  prove?  That  Lieutenant 
Warneley  is  a  man  of  iatrepidity,  ngt  easily  ter- 
rified. Of  this  I  have  no  doubtj  but  it  ptoves  no 
more;  for  in  the  same  Icttn-  he  says  he  was  all 
the  time  in  close  confinement,  aad  had  very  little 
mennB  of  knowiOf;  what  the  Bashaw's  intentions 
were,  or  what  h^  was  likely  t»  iwTe  done.  On 
the  other  band,  yoa  have  the  testimony  of  Csptaia 
Bainbridye,  and  of  the  Danish  conMil,  Niiaeti. 
The  ebairmau  of  the  etMsnittea  tell*  you  that 
Captaiif  Baiobridge  say*  uothiog  of  that  inport 


himself;  but  Mr.  Nistea  says  it,  in  a  poetscript  (o 
a  letter  written  by  Captain  BaiabridBje,  and  which 
be  therefore  must  have  known  of  before  it  was 
sent;  and,  besides  this,  there  are  teveial  o[hei 
letters  of  Capiaiu  Baiubridge,  among  the  unprinl- 
ed  docttuaents,  in  which  he  assumes  the  style  of  a 
strong  suppliant  for  peace.  To  tbe.sacae  effect  ia 
the  foUowiag  extract  from  Mr.  Lear's  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  Si&te^ giving  an  account  of  tbe  na- 
gotiation— "At  11  A.  M.,  June  l«t,  our  uDforiunaie 
'countryman, Captain Bainbridge, came oa  board, 
'  who  had  hewn  permitted  to  come  off  Qodcr  iba 
'  guaranty  of  the  Danish  consul,  and  SidiMahom- 
'  et  Dgbies,  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs.  Ha 
'  assured  me  that-  tbe  Americaa*  would  not  ba 
*  delivered  until  a  treaty-  of  p«ae«  should  he  made 
'  with  the  Baahaw,  as  peace  was  moia  his  object 
'  than  the  sum  be  might  get  for  the  eaptives;  and 
'  as  it  was  our  intention  to  conclude  a  treaty,  ii 
'  would  be  cruel  to  let  our  eountrymen  leaf  ai^  in 
'  eaptivitv,  merely  on  the  punctilio  of  negoiialinc 
'a  treaty  before  or  after  ibeir  delivery,  as  whatever 
'  related  to  them  was  already  understood."  The 
chairman  of  ibe  committee  baa  told  us  that  Mr. 
NiBsen,  who  was  merely  a  contul,  could  not  be  so 
well  informed  a*  Mr.  Wotmeley,  whether  tiia 
prisoners  were  io  danger  or  not-  How  his  testi* 
many  can  lose  any  of  its  weight  from  bis  being  a 
consul,  I  am  at  a  toss  to  imagine.  He  was  indeed 
a  consul;  he  was  also  that  friend  of  our  couniry, 
that  friend  of  humanity,  whose  benevolence  ana 
kind  alteaiious  to  our  tellow-ciiisens  in  captivity 
have  been  acknowledged  by  a  soUma  vote  of 
thanks  passed  by  both  Houses  of  Congress,  during 
tbe  present  session ;  and  from  his  siiuatiun  at  tha 
time,  I  should  suppose  his  means  of  informatioa 
must  have  been  greater  than  those  of  a  prisoner  in 
close  confinement.  Besides,  sir,  although  we  now 
are  acquainted  with  Mr.  Wormeley's  opinion,  it 
could  not  be  known  to  Commodore  Barroo  or  Mr. 
L«ar,  then.  He  had  no  anceu  to  them,  nor  tbev 
to  him.  They  acted  on  the  information  ihey  ha<L 
and  not  on  that  which  they  could,  not  i^ave.  I 
will  indeed  freely  acknowledge  that  my  own 
opitLion  agrees  with  that  of  Mr.  Wormetey,  and 
not  with  that  of  Mr.  Nissen;  I  do  not  believe  that 
in  any  event  the  Basbaw  would  have  sacrificed 
.  tbe  lives  of  our  prisoners.  I  believe  he  would 
have  fuliowed  the  course  most  UMful  to  hiaisel^ 
and  that,  at  tbe  last  extremity,  he  would  rather 
have  turned  them  to  such  account  as  be  could, 
and  given  them  up  for  peace  raiber  than  put  them 
to  death.  This  may  nave  been  an  error  in  Mr. 
Lear;  but  as  &r  as  I  ean  find  frou  the  papera 
before  us, 

"  Tbe  VB17  bead  and  &ont  <rf'  his  oSending 

Yet,  sir,  wbea  I  consider  the  extreme  solicitude 
manifested  through  this  whole  country  for  tbe 
fate  of  these  our  unfortuaate  fcUow-citaeaiv  aad 
bow  anxious  we  all  wme  for  their  redamptioa,  1 
can  excuse  that  error  which  consisted  in  too  len- 
der a  regard  for  their  situaiions,  though  1  cannot 
jnstify  it  altogether;  I  cartaialy  aever  ns  kaod 
as  treachery,  what,  at  worst,  was  vittna  carried 
too  far,  oB  the  bocdBn  of  mmaem. 
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Ex-Baduim  vf  TVtpoK. 


April,  1806. 


Tbe  Preiident's  Meaaage,  ifYer  staling  whit 
were  really  tbe  iotenlioDS  of  this  OoTernmeni  io 
respect  to  a  co-ope  rut  ion  with  Hamei — after  aiat- 
JDg  tbai  GonimcKlore  Barron  had  most  correctly 
tmdeTSlood  these  jntentiona,  refers  to  Hamet's  let- 
ter of  June  29tb,  as  a  proof  that  he  bimself  had 
also  understood  them,  and  our  eagagements  with 
him  in  tbe  same  manner;  biil  the  report  of  the 
eommittee,  after  tacitly  rejecting  the  declaration 
of  tbe  President,  after  aadertalciDg  to  disqualify 
Commodore  Barron  by  bis  illDCts,  coDclades  with 
diiqualifytng  Hamet  himself,  becanse  he  was 
amoDssiraagers,  in  distress,  and  in  fear  of  slarv- 
iog.  They  discredit  alike  both  the  parties  to  the 
contract,  and  the  only  person  authorized  to  the 
negotiation.  Commodore  Barron  was  not  a  moral 
agent,  for  he  was  sick.  Tbe  ex-Bashaw  was  not 
a  moral  asent,  becanse  he  was  famished.  Why 
the  Preiitknt  was  not  to  be  credited,  ibey  have 
indeed  left  us  to  conjecture ;  but  it  is  a  new  mode 
of  establishing  facts,  to  deny  the  powers  of  moral 
agency  to  all  the  persons,  who  are  tbe  best  poasi- 
1  to  the  tran^etiona. 


The  last  assertion  of  tbe  report,  for  which  I 
can  find  no  sufficient  support  in  the  documeats 
before  us,  and  which  I  shall  now  notice,  is,  that 
the  stipulation  of  the  reining  Bashaw,  to  delirer 
op  bis  oroiher,  his  wife,  sod  cnildreOjbas  not  been 
carried  into  eiecutioo,  and  that  "  il  is  highly  pro- 
bable it  was  nerer  intended  to  be."  Tliat  iney 
bate  not  been  delivered  up,  I  mppose  to  be  true. 
That  they  hare  been  demanded,  does  not  appear. 
That  Ibcy  could  be  demanded  before  the  laiifi- 
cation  of  the  treaty,  is  at  least  questionable;  but 
that  they  will  be  demanded  and  obtained,  I  do  trust 
KDd  believe,  lor  I  hope  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
will  give  us  a  perfect  right  to  make  the  demand, 
I  cannot  believe,  sir.  that  it  was  not  intended  to  be 
executed.  Upon  wnat  evidence  did  the  commit- 
tee form  this  opinion?  Was  il  upon  the  assertion 
in  Mr  Eaton's  letter  to  the  Secretary  ol  the  Nary? 
That,  sir,  must,  I  think,  be  founded  upon  some 
mistake;  for  it  intimates  that  there  was  a  secret 
article  to  that  effect.  Now,  sir,  we  know  that  this 
could  not  be;  as  an  article  of  the  treaty,  if  secret, 
we  mast  have  known  it  in  this  body.'  It  must 
bave  been  communicated  to  tis.  We  know  that 
there  is  no  such  article  as  an  agreement  between 
tbe  Bashaw  and  Mr,  Lear,  no  sucb  agreement 
eonid  take  place.  Mr.  Lear  could  not  possibly 
■lake  it.  Had  he  incurred  the  guilt  and  folly  of 
assenting  to  such  a  bargain,  il  could  not  take  from 
Bs  the  right  of  insisting,  as  I  hope  we  shall  effect- 
ually do,  npon  the  rear  and  formal  stipulation  of 
the  treaty.  Such  an  intention  must  have  defeated 
itself. 

There  sre  many  other  fact*  stated  in  this  reirart, 
air,  against  tbe  corrcclDcss  of  which  objections 
iBight  be  made,  bni  which,  as  being  of  minor 
importance,  [  leave  unnoticed.  There  mav  be, 
and  probably  are,  oihera  which  have  esoaped  tny 
observation.  According  to  my  view  of  the  docu- 
ments, tbe  embarrassment  would  be,  nut  in  select- 
ing those,  but  in  finding  any  to  which  the  convic- 
tion of  my  mind  could  assent.  Had  the  bill  been 
constructed  upon  the  only  foandatioD  which  can, 


in  my  opinion,  warrant  a  grant  to  Hamet  Cara- 
malli,  1  mean  the  foundation  recommended  by 
tbe  President's  Message — the  Mberalily  and  mag- 
nanimity of  tbe  nation-~it  would  havto  had  my 
willing  vote.  But,  questionable  as  the  statement 
of  the  report  appears  to  me,  1  see  no  suoh  princi- 
plea  of  duty  arising  frmn  it,  as  it  allesrea,  and  most 
therefore  vote  against  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Wgonebdat.  April  2. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  C.  Rossel  was 

read  the  second  lime,  and  ordered  to  the  third 

reading. 

Mr.  WoRTBiNOTON,  fiom  the  commiltee  u 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  23th  of  February  lul, 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  aa 
act,  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  issue  land  warrants,  and  for  other  pur-  i 
poses,"  reported  tbe  bill  with  amendments^  which  | 
were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  for  coo  si  deration.  j 

A  message  from  tbe  House  of  Representaiives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  haie  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  tho  modiScaiion  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives ;" 
whereupon,  RMotved,  That  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives doth  disagree  to  the  said  modification, 
and  doth  adhere  to  their  disagreement  lo  the  said 
amendment.  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  tbe  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  certain  case^  to  the 
Territorial  courts ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "Au  act 
lo  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  of  land  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  and  for  other  purposes;" 
in  which  hilis  ibey  desire  the  concurrence  of  th« 
Senate, 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
ordered  lo  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  BAVAHn,  from  the  committee  to  whomwiw 
referred,  on  the  29ih  of  March  last,  tbe  account  of 
expenses  for  fitting  up  the  Senate  Chamber,  for 
Ihetrialofiheinipeachmentof  JudEeChase,signed, 
for  B.  H,  Latiobe,  John  Lenthail,  made  report; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  lie  for  considen- 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  third  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli,  ex-Sashanr 
of  Tripoli  i  and,  on  motion  to  amend  the  bill,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 

TuoBSDAr,  April  3. 

Tbe  reMluiion  reported  by  the  committee,  ap- 
propriating a  sum  to  discbarge  the  accDunt  for 
fitting  up  the  Senate  Chamber  for  the  trial  of  the 
impeachment  of  Judge  Chase,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  passed  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Ba7aro  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

The  hill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  cer- 
tain cases  to  the  Territorial  courts  "  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Mitcbill,  Mr. 
Adamb,  and  Mr.  Tvrhbr,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon.  * 
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The  bill,  BOtitleJ  "Aa  set  to  proridf  for  thi 
adjustineDt  of  titles  of  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Michiifao,  and  for  other  poiiwie*,"  was  read  tbe 
second  iimp,>od  referred  loMr.  TaiDYand  others. 
thp  eommitiee  to  whom  was  referred,  oa  the  33d 
of  Df  ceniber  last  the  Message  of  the  Preaideot  of 
the  United  Siaiei  oo  Ibis  sukjecl,  to  eotuidcr  tad 
report  ifaerMMi. 

The  Senate  remmrd,  aa  in  CoTBaaittee  of  tbe 
Wbule.  the  amendmeBit  reported  to  (he  bill,  en- 
titled 'An  Ml  to  eontinite  in  force  an  act.  entitled 
'An  act  loauihorize  ibeBecrelary  of  WartoisBoe 
land  irerraDts,and  fur  other  parpowA,"  and  haTins 
in  part  adopted  the  report,  ihe  bill  was  amended 
and  reported  to  the  House  accordiDsljr- 

Oraertd.  That  the  bill  pass  lo  tbe  third  read 
in^  as  amended. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  BntDLET  be  on  ttie  com- 
miiiee  apportiied  to  consider  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
actaDihortzingadeiacbment  from  (he  militia  of  the 
United  Siaie.","  in  place  of  Mr.  Smitb  of  Marj- 
Isnd.  Prwideni  pro  tempore. 

Tb  e  bill  for  the  rrliel  of  Qtlbert  C.  Roaael  vaa 
read  che  third  time,  and  parsed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Bepresefriatires 
Informed  ihe  Si'nate  that  Ihe  House  bare  pawed 
a  hill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
'An  a  M  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two 
aeparale  goTernments,'  and  for  other  purposes;" 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  muting  appropriaiions 
for  the  lupporl  of  the  Military  ficMlablishmenl  of 
the  United  Slates  for  the  year  1806;"  in  which 
bills  tbey  dasii«  the  coocurreDce  of  the  Seoaie. 

Tbe  hills  were  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  SeiMte  took  into  coflstderatioD  tbe  resolu- 
tioD  of  the  HoaseofRepresentaiiTcs,  adhering;  to 
their  disa^rceinenilo  the amendmeDtol  tbeSeuale 
to  the  bill,  entiiled  ''Ad  act  to  rMulale  and  fix  the 
eompeoMiioDi  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and 
Houae  ofRepresentalifes,"  to  wit:  tbe  insertiun 
of  a  section  to  foliow  tbe  first  section  of  Uie  origi- 
nal hill. 

JUmtlred,  That  the  Senate  recede  from  iheir 
■aid  amend  men  L 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  readiiut  of  the 
bill  for  thereliefofHaaietCaran>alli,ez  Bashaw 
of  Tripoli  j"  and,  on  moti<  n,  that  the  bill,  together 
with  the  report  of  the  cummiiiee  of  the  17ih  of 
Marchlaat  be  recominiiied.ilpasaed-in  the  affirma- 
tive— yea*  15,  nays  14,  as  futlows : 

Taaa— Msaaia.  Adama,  Baldwin,  Condit,  OaiOard, 
Oiliaaii,  Howland,  Kilchcl,  I^ifan,  Ma«n,  Plumct, 
Bmilh  of  New  York,  Sniih  of  Vansont,  eiona,  aumter, 
and  Tumar. 

Nats — Means.  Adair,  Andsraon,  Bsjaid,  Bradley, 
Hillbowg,  Madaj,  Pickering,  Bmith  4f  Maryland, 
Smith  of  Ohio,  Bmith  of  TeiweasM,  Tru?,  While, 
WorthingUni,  siid  Wright. 

And,  on  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  they  be  re 
ftrred  to  the  committee  who  brought  in  the  bill, 
wiib  the  addition  of  Messrs.  Adahs  sod  Sdhter, 
further  lo  con*ider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.SmTHofOhiQ.  from  the  committee  lowborn 

was  referred,  on  the  31st  of  March  last,  the  bill  to 

suipeail  the  aale  of  certain  lands  in  tbe  Slate  of 

9th  COH. — 9 


On  moiioo, 

Raottied,  That  the  lettcn  of  Mr.  Baton,  Captain 
Dent,  and  LieateAant  "WoruttXcj,  in  answer  to  the  in- 
qniriaa  lUted  by  the  chBinnsn  of  the  committee  on  tlw 
application  of  Uamet  IJarunalli,  be  printed,  logMhn 
with  the  foHnwing:  tatten,  to  wit  i 

Prom  Gommodore  Sodgers  to  the  Beerotwy  af  Ihe 
Navy.oflhsdatflofJuoeS,  1806. 

Frmn  Hamet  Bashaw  to  CouunaiJare  Butob,  of  Feb- 
raaiy  16,  1M6, 

From  Conauidore  Barron  to  Hamet  Biahaw,  af 
March  21,  1806. 

From  ConuDodnie  Banen  lo  Captain  Bull,  of  Mardi 
S3,  180S. 

From  William  Galon  to  Commodore  Barron,  of  May 
SB,  1806. 

From  Commodore  Hoilger*  la  WnUau  Baton,  of 
Jane  6,  1806. 

The  teznainder  of  the  letter  from  Tobias  Laar  %a 
William  Entoo,  not  pablished  before,  of  June  «,  1S06. 

From  William  Eaton  to  Commodore  Rodgera,  June 
IS,  1806. 

From  Tohiaa  Laat  to  the  eaeratary  of  Btata,  dated 
JnW  6, 1806. 

From  the  Sacrelary  of  State  to  Tobias  Laar,  dated 
Jane  a,  1804. 


FaiDAT,  April4. 

The  bill  eailtled  "Ad  ael  making  anpropria- 
tionsfor  ihe  support  of  the  Miliuiry  EMablkih- 
meDt  of  ibe  United  States  for  ihe  year  1S06,"  waa 
readlhe*eea«dlime,aDd  referred  10 McaarhSTOiii^ 
Balbwtn,  and  Acaia,  lo  consider  and  report 
tfaereoD. 

The  biltj  raiitted  "An  act  to  divide  the  Indiana 
Territory  into  two  aeparate  fforemmenis,  aitd  for 
other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second  dma,  and 
Tpferred  to  Meiers.  WoRTBinaroN,  Tbagt,  and 
Baldwin,  to  consider  and  report  ihereoo. 

A  mexsage  from  the  House  of  Repreaentattre* 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act  cntiiled 
'An  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  olber 
purpose*,'  as  is  contained  in  the  second  section 
ihercof."  wiib  amendmeniatotheamendmeoi»,io 
which  ihey  request  the  concurrence  of  ihe  Senate. 
They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ';An  act  suppl»- 
menlatv  to  the  act  making  pruviiiion  fur  the  |Kiy- 
meoi  of  claims  of  citizens  of  ihe  United  Snieaqn 
ihe  Qorernment  of  Prance  j"  also,  a  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  fariher  to  alter  and  establish  eeriain 
post  roads,  and  for  other  purposes;"  in  which  billa 
ihey  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  Tnry 
have  passed  a  joint  resoluiion  "that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the 
Senaie,  on  the  time  that  tbe  two  Huuses  of  Con- 
gress may  adjourn.'' 

Tiie  two  bills  last  mentioned  in  the  message 
were  read,  and  ordered  lo  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLLpreaenied  thepeiitioDof  Asarinh 
Bglesion  and  others,  praying  that  a  po«t  road  may 
beesisblished,  for  reasons  staled  in  the  peliiion 
Jrom  tbeciiy  of  Atbaoftin  the  Suuebf  New  Yuik, 
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to  the  eitr  of  Uanfurd.  in  lh«  Slriir  of  Connpcii- 
cui,uiilhr  FiiriniitunriTCr  raad;  aoil  the  peiiitim 
WHK  n«il,  and  ardfttd  lo  lie  for  coiiMdmiiiM. 

Tira  Sniarr  lauk  intu  o»ni'ideraiiun  the  ainvnit- 
menivof  the  Haunc  uf  Rnirewaiaiivn  lo  ih^r 
■nendwei't*  i«  ihe  bill,  autiilml  "An  ict  to  tma 
JafCM  mooQ  of  the  aai.miiilnl  'Aa  act  rtyolai 
■D^  rOFf  ign  eo•n^  and  fur  olhrr  pwrpunea.'  a»  is 
'•MirairN^  in  iha  aacoiMl  Mctioii  thercofi"  and 
confurred  iherein. 

Tb«  Sanate  r(«o»Ml  tha  aawNMl  raa4iax  of  (he 
bill  (0  Ruip«>nd  the  i>ate  or  Cfriain  laad*  iu  the 
State  of  Ohio  and  thr  lodiana  TetrHi>r]r  -,"  and, 

Ordered.  Thii  il  pax*  to  a  ibirJ  rMdtnu. 

Mr.  Tract,  fn>m  the  ooroioittee  to  whom  was 
raferred,  on  the  28ih  of  Januaty  Uct,  (he  Ti-pori 
ftiid  FKiimaiei  of  appropriaEioDx  necnnry  Tjt  thp 
vrar  180S,  ankcd  mod  obiaiaed  Itare  to  report  by 

The  rcMlwion  of  the  Houm  of  lUprewntaiivM 
for  iba  appoinicnrat  of  a  ji>ia(  ronimitiee  (u  i-onfir 
«n  ihe  linipCuDgreM  mny  adjourn,  waa  mi,  and 
ordered  tu  lie  lur  consiJvraliun. 

The  Senate  mvmed  the  th'ni  rMdint  of  Ihe 
bill  eniilled  "An  acl  to  rrpml  so  niucn  of  any  aei 
or  ariB  aKaoiharizr  iherecwplof  eTittencwif  ihe 
public  dehi  in  (>aymrnr  for  land'  of  tht'llniceil 
Btatex.  and  for  other  purpoiies  rt-iaiive  rn  th*-  pub- 
lic itf  hi  ;"  aoil  on  niKiiun  lo  strike  uut  the  fir«i 
aeciionofth*'  bill  as  follows : 

"fie  i(  enteltd,  by  the  Senate  and  Route  of  Hepre- 
tenttttivetoflht  UnUtd  State*  of  America  :n  Cimgrat 
antmbled,  Tbit  u  much  of  any  art  or  vtUr  ••  BUthor- 
ila  the  rccaiMl  of  eTiden<>n  of  tb»  pahlie  drbt.  in  pa;- 
dmM  for  the  lanilauf  the  United  (MatM,  ■hall,  from  and 
after  the  8Clh  of  April,  190S,  be  reprated :  Pnmdtd, 
That  Ifaa  ri^t  of  all  panom  wha  may  ha**  purehaard 
tmUie  landa  pteview  to  the  paiega  of  (b  >  a  t.  lo  pay 
fM  tba  aaioe  ia  aloefc.  ahdi  in  m  wim  he  affecteil  or 
impiirad  :  Ani  provided  Jurtker,  Thai  there  ihall  be 
allowed  on  erery  payment  made  it  ot  before  the  Miae 
ahell  fall  iIdc,  for  the  iindi  purtba«ed  bsfore  the  30lh  of 
April,  1BC6,  in  addition  U  tbe  dinronnti  new  illnwaj 
by  law,  m  deduction  equal  to  (he  diBerrnre  al  (he  time 
of  *D('b  payment,  between  the  market  prire  nf  tii  per 
cent,  atockand  Ihe  naminal  value  therrofj.  which  mar' 
ket  price  ahall.  from  time  time,  be  atated  hj  the  flec- 
Ktary  of  tbeTreuury  to  the  offiMr*  of  the  wveral  land 


fa** — Mean*.  Adair,  Adam*,  HlllhooM^  lackering, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Trerj,  and  Vt  bite. 

Naia— M«ana.  AoderMio,  Balilwin,  Bradley.  Con- 
dit,  GaillBTd,  HowUnd.  Silrhel,  Lnpin.  Maday,  Mit- 
rbill.  Moore.  Plumer,  Etmilb  of  tirw  York,  Bmitb  ol 
Tenneearr.Smithol  Vermont  Btane.t4uailer,Tliniaton, 
Turner,  Wortbioglon,  and  Wright. 

On  million  ti>  af^rve  lo  the  final  pawnee  I'f  ih*- 
bill  a>  Bniendf>d.  it  niiM>cd  iu  the  affirmaiivt' — 
yean  22  nay>i  6  as  follows ; 

YiA>— McMra.  Anderaon,  Baldwin,  Bradley.  Coodit. 
OaiWd.  Howland.  Kitchal,  Logan.  MaHay.  Milchill, 
Muon.  Plainer,  Smith  of  New  York.  Smith  of  Ten- 
■  rawei.  Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone.  Sumter,  Thnuton, 
Timcy,  Turner,  Worthington,  ud  Wright. 


N4»— kUaara.  Adair,  Adama,Ii 
Smithof  Marylaiid,  and  White. 

SoitwaMre^olrvd  that ihin  bill  |iaaa«< amended. 

The  re^olutHin  auihurliinK  ihe  paymrai  of  the 
acciiunt  for  fittins  up  the  Swiate  Chamber  fur  lh« 
trial  and  impf  aehnieoi  of  Judp  Cbaae,  waa  tmi 
the  third  tiute,  and  agreed  lo.  aa  fi>llMW>.t  • 

Ra^atd,  That  Ihe  lum  of  eight  hnnd(«d  aod  Ant 


taiy  of  Ibe  Senile  to  payaant  a(  the  baliaee  oi  A«  ■» 
Monla  allowed  by  the  Prandeat  of  tba  Seaata  tx  aa- 
penaae  attending  the  uial  of  tba  impearluMiit  oT  Judge 
Chaee,  and  ramatning  unpaid ;  aail  to  Uta  liat  of  a^ 
count!  relative  to  tbe  lame  abject,  famiehed  t^  John 
lienthall  fat  B.  H.  Latraba,  coantenignad  by  ttw  efaiB> 
mio  of  Ihia  coaunittae. 
On  moii.  n. 

Bnolved.  That  the  following  doeumeaia  he 
printed  in  addiiiuo  Iu  ihone  ordered  lo  be  prioied 
yeaterdity  ; 

A  letter  from  CapUin  W,  Bainbridge  to  O 
8.  BarroB.  dated  Ifith  March,  ISu6. 

A  ictlar  from   tbe  Oan'wli  Conaal,  Nieara,  1 
mwloTe  8.  Barron,  dated  18(h  March,  ISOfi. 

Iietlera  from  Ciplain  W.  Bainbridge.  ^ 
8.  Barron,  d^ted  ISd  Manb.  IBOS,  wid  lat  ApriL 

A  letter  trom  S.  Uarras,  to  T.  Lear,  dated  33d  Ha*, 
18<'5 

A  teller  from  8.  Beron,  to  John  Rodgen;  dated  HI 
Maj,  IBt  G. 

A  lotior  from  S.  Bairon,  to  John  Bodgere,  dated  SSA 
May,  Ifll  6. 

Letter*  from  Omtnodore  John  ttadgen.  to  Com- 
moilore  8.  BarroB,  dated  SSth,  SOth,  and  SCth  May, 
1806. 

A  lettwr  front  i 
I80S. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force 
an  BCI,entilled-Anee1toaiitlioriBp  iheBecrHary 
i)f  War  til  issue  land  werrantH,  and  fur  other  por- 
pOHP^."  wen  reail  the  third  lime  aa  amet.ded. 

AraoJoed,  That  this  bill  pans  as  amemled. 

Mr.  Balowih.  from  the  comnniiee  tu  wbnn 
was  rererred,  on  the  SSth  of  Miirch  last,  the  hill, 
eiitiiled  ''An  aci  to  prohibit  the  imporuiioo  uf 
ceitain  goods,  wart-s.  and  mere h and iM-,"  repitrted 
iheunx'  wiihamendmenii)  which  were  md. 

The  Si-naie  rexuniHi]  ihe  consid^iatioo  of  1^ 
bill  for  the  eneooragempnt  uf  the  ahipping  and 
nuriiTationnfthe  United  Staten;  nnd  tbe  bill  wwi 
|ia*t|iuned  Iu  ihe  Brsi  Monday  iu  Dfcember  nrxi. 

The  lijll  making  {vuviHiun  It  the  ilefenee  uf 
Ihe  Terrifory  i>f  Orleao*.  and  fur  ibe  diipuwl  ofa 
part  of  the  puHio  land  tb"rein.  Whs  reaumed,  artd 
the  further  cimMderation  of  the  hill  wb:!  peat|KJDed 
10  ihe  B  kI  Monday  in  December  next. 

Mr,  MtTcniLL,  from  the  conirnitiec  tn  wham 
na<<  referred,  un  the  2ith  of  March  last,  the  bill, 
eniilled  "An  act  eoihnrizina  the  erertion  of  a 
bridge  over  the  riret  Piitumac.  wiibin  ihe  Di>trict 
uf  Columbia."  reported  il  without  aaieodiucitL 

MoHDAT,  April  7, 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  ae|  further  lo  alter  and 

esutbliah  ceruua  poat  iuads,aDd  for  oUi«r  pui- 


»  Ibe  aanw,  dated  3d  Jnn^ 
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aoHe*."  WM  rvH<l  tbp  «»0iH)d  lun*.  •nd  rcft-rKd  to 
MHa-tTH.  Ahbubom.  Wuitb,  aoJ  Btonb,  u  cou- 
wiiivr  a. til  Tppuri  ibervon. 

TIm>  tHlt.aDtiit«d''Anwii«ppWminiar)r  to  th« 
aei  makiaf  nnHriiii'iii  for  ih«  paymrnt  »f  claims 
of  citizKD*  of  tttr  Vm*rd  Sialea  on  ibe  Ov*«rn 
tncDluf  Franev,"  wunmi  the  rMontt  time,  and 
referri-d  to  Metsit.  Uitchill.  Moorb,  aiiiJ  An- 
oamaon.  lo  coni>ider  Nod  rvpurt  IhcitHin. 

Mt.  T«acT.  Tro^  ih»  «aininiit«)  lo  ■>>»«■  wa» 
r«r«rK4,  ua  Ui*  29th  of  Uarck  laat,  tlw  hll,  nii- 
llvd  ^A>  act  makiiig  afproprialioM  fnr  tba  *iip- 
por(  of  OwwrnnrHt  for  tbe  fMr  IBQS,''  iwyartml 
Hie  bill  iviib  anu^mi^ts. 

Agrarablf  iw  Ixan  frJiron,  aa  the  ilk  inataM, 
Mi.  Tb40t  repAHed  '  A  hill  lo  r>«wkl>  and  Aa 
the  eumpemauoa  of  alrrka.  and  for  otker  fur- 
pour* ;"  a od  ibe  bill  «a*  immL  kmI  ordvnd  to  the 

Tbe  Benaip  laeh  ials  aooxil^iaiiMi  ib«  molu- 
liDii  of  the  Houiie  of  Raim-sraiaiivta  for  ibe  ap 
IMiiniineDl  of  a  juint  euminiirer  lo  coafer  on  ihi! 
liiBP  wh>'n  C  •»vw«i  ma*  aJjiiwrii ;  Bad 
Semtlved  Tbat  they  Jo  out  nuDstir  therein, 
Mr,  WmsMTCiMnniUtiiejIrU  a  rcnolntiua  oTlhr 
I^^i-lalurr  uf  ihi;  SiBt«  of  Mafjrlaiid  iB'irnrting 
ihfir  SeiielorH  anil  Rep  rear  niativn  ia  Cua^rfn 
tu  use  I  heir  uirnoai  PS'-rtjtMn  toohtaiii  aa  aincnd- 
BMni  lo  the  C'HHHiliMiun  of  ihe  UdIpkI  Slam  fo 
preveiti  ihf  Tunh'-T  imtwrtation  of  ■!■*)■>;  takiMW' 
U|HiB.  Mr.  WatatiT  ■•itbMitled  the  fulluarini-  r«iM 
luti'ins  fur  iIih  r  .n>idprHiJOn  nfihe  Sfwat*' ; 

Rfobmi,  ire.  That  tba  Mlawi^  artide  ba  propMed 
to  this  L>egi*laiarM  of  the  Mteral  Slate*,  u  aa  taieod' 
mam  u  lb«  CaiMtitntio*  af  tbe  UDiled  Stato^  whiob, 
when  ratiGeii  by  Ihree-burtbi  of  Ike  aaid  li^iaialMrea, 
■belli  be  *aliil  u  a  pirt  eF  the  wid  GonnitJUuin  to 
lUaohitd,  Tbat ihemigtBiionaiinipattatiopori. 
into  the  L'nited  Slaloa.  or  any  tarriurj  tbeieof,  be  pig- 
bibited  after  the  tat.  daf  Of  January   LB08. 

T  te  8eiiMi>-  rewiui-'l,  a-<  in  bominitieo  of  ibe 
'Wiiole,  ['•e  lecoid  readioj  of  the  bill.  eniiiLt^ 
**  An  a  -t  iiurhorizirig  the  ereetioi  nf  n  b'idje  over 
the  rivt-r  PuMmai.-.  witliio  Ib>'  Diatriei  of  Colum- 
bi'i.".Bn  i  ihe  bill  was  repuriej  to  ihe  Hoiue  vuk- 
out  amend  men  t, 

O  I  Ih  '  <)Lt.;Htiur>  Shall  this  bill  pa»<  lo  tbe  ihirl 
reitdi'i^?  It  v.)s  detprrniaed  in  ibe  affirmauvi.— 
jr-a-  17  Dir-  II  a«  folio*-: 

Viii— Mesan.  Bdilwb,  Bradley.  Condit,  flaillaid. 
Oilman,  Hiilhiuiae,  HowUn'l.  Lagan,  Moor*,  Piekerins, 
Ptumer,  Smith,  ot  New  Turk,  Hnilh.  of  Tenneaiee, 
Smith,  of  Veroioal,  Stone,  Sumter,  and  White. 

NkTi — MeMn.  Adair.  Adana,  ADderMti,  Kitchrf, 
Machy,  Smith,  of  Maiytand,  TbrtialoB,  Tracy,  Worth- 
IngtM,  Md  Wright. 

The  kill  to  Au-'peni  tbe  aale  of  e^rtain  land*  in 
Ihe  8'Bie  of  OJiio  and  tbe  Cailiana  Territory,  wm* 
read  the  third  liiui-.^ad  Ibe  further  consideration 
IbTeof  pintponHt, 

Ur,  AsaMo.  fnim  Ae  covmitlae  to  whom  wan 
veferrpd,  imi  me  aStb  of  Marsk  l»M.  the  bill  fnr  the 
Tf^ulaliiiuof  ihi^tvMKf  aitoriK-ys,  andlheoffi<!en< 
•f  ibe  eoona  of  ihe  District  of  Columbia,  and  fur 
oih-T  puriKKm,  re|ianed  the  bill  with  amendni'-Dtfi. 
whieb  wwe  lead,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  euoaiiler- 


Bii(Xti, 

ToBBBtT.  April  8. 

A  Mra<a^  from  Ihe  Hotiw  of  Repreventatieea 
infnrxied  the  Si-neie  ibnt  tbe  Hou^e  hiiTe  paved 
a  bill,  entitled  '*  Ail  afi  for  ereciing  certain  light- 
faooiifr'  in  the  State  DrMassachusrliii;  for  buil(Tia| 
a  bf  aeon  or  pier  at  Bridsepon,  in  ihe  State  uf  Coii- 
neeiieui )  and  fur  filing  buoys  in  Pamlico  S.iuiid, 
in  ihe  Btsta  of  North  Carolina;"  also,  ''a  joint 
renolotion  aiilbuncin?  ihe  President  of  llie  Senate, 
and  Speaker  of  the  Houi<e  iif  Repreaeniatirra,  to 
aijiMim  ibeir  reKpecttre  H  laws  on  Wednexlay, 
the  letb  of  April  ioMtani;"  in  vrbich  bill  a>iit  rea- 
uliHiun  they  request  the  ci>acurrence  of  tbe  Senate. 

The  bill  tarn  mentioned  was  re«d,  and  orderod 
(O  the  second  reading. 

The  refioliiiioD  last  broDgbi  np  for  eoucnrreaca 

Mr.  Taurr,  frnm  the  enmmittra  to  whom  ww 
referrej,  ua  ine  SSih  of  M.ircll  last,  the  bill  iu  ad- 
diiion  totbeaei  for  esiHhli>biii2  a  Mint,  and  rega- 
hiiiiiK  Ihe  coins  of  the  United  SiateH,  repuried  tho 
bill  wild  aineudmenTH.  ' 

TneBHnaie  renanind  the  third  feading  of  the 
bill  tu  iiispen'l  Ihe  uli-  of  crriHio  lanih  in  ibe  Siaie 
uf  O  111  and  >hr  Indiana  Terriiory ;  and. 

Retnlotd,  Tnm  this  bill  do  paxx.  that  it  been- 
([roused,  and  that  the  tiile  Iheri-uf  be ''An  aci  lo 
■•04|>end  [lie  «Ble  of  Ci-nain  liinil-.  in  tbe  Siaie  uf 
Oliio  and  Ibe  InitianH  Terriiory." 

A  mexwge  from  Ibe  H  luse  of  Reprewn  la  lives 
infiirineit  tne  Sennti'  tiiat  ihe  HoUse  concur  in  Iba 
nmendinenis  of  the  SHoaie  to  tbe  bill,  entillml  ■*  An 
■HI  to  ri- peal  so  much  of  any  set  or  act'.  aNati> 
thor'ie  the  receipt  ul  eridenees  ufihe  public  dfhi 
in  payment  of  land-  ofllie  Uiiite<)  Siatee,  and  for 
other  |Mir|Ki-H'S  relatire  to  ilie  public  debt,"  wilh 
an  amendtnent  !•)  the  f»urih  aiuendraent,  and  dis- 
agree to  ihe  \an  amendmeni,  a-k  a  cunference 
(hereon,  and  bare  appointed  managers  ou  their 
pan. 

Tbe  Senate  took  into  considoraiton  the  resolH' 
lion  uf  ibe  Houie  uf  Re|ire>enlatiTea,  asking  a 
eonferfnee  on  their  aiueudmrul  in  ihe  bill  Taat 
iDCniioned;  and, 

Retolved.  Tnatthry  doagree  to  the iiunference, 
aD<l  tb4i  .Messrs.  Ta*cT  and  Balowih  be  uiaua* 
jera  im  the  part  Df  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  to<ik  intu  eonatderalioo.  aa  In  Cutn- 
miltee  ol  the  Wbule,  tbe  amendments  reported 
gn  the  7lh  in'tani,  lo  lb-  bill  entitled  "An  act 
making  ajiprnpriaiions  for  the  aujiport  of  Q  ivern- 
meot  fort  lie  year  IBlW;"  and,  having  agreed  (here- 
to,  the  further  consideration  ihereof  was  puit- 

Ttie  bill  to  regulate  and  Bf  the  com  pen  sat]  one 
of  clerks,  and  for  other  pnrpusea,  wb-i  re^d  the 
second  time;  and  passed  to  tbe  third  reading. 

WtoitaamAW,  April  9. 
Mr.  Stohi,  fri)m  thecutnmitiee  to  whom  waa  re> 
ferred.  on  tlie  4lh  ia-<lant,  the  hill,  eoliiled,  **  An 
act  making  apprDpri.<iions  fur  the  aup|>orl  of  the 
Miliiary  B-IaMiahment  of  ihe  United  Stales  fur 
the  year  1800,"  n!|iortad  iMbiU.wiibuut  amend- 
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Mr.  SuMTtR,  (roia  the  cocniDiuee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  S9lti  of  January  la«t,  the  bilt  en- 
tilled  ''An  ici  auihoriiinf[  a  detachmeni  from 
the  mililia  of  the  UnJied  Suiies,"  repaned  tbe  bill 
wilhoui  amendment. 

■  Mr.  Bradlgt.  from  (he  commiilee  to  whom  was 
referred  on  [he  3d  in>Liint.  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Jlamet  Caramalli.  ez-Ba»han  of  Tripoli,  togetlier 
with  the  report  thereon,  ol  the  17lh  of  Marco  lail. 
'made  repuri,  that  the  furiber  cooaideraiion  ibereo/' 
b« -postponed  until  ihe  first  Afonday  in  December 
next;  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

The  reEolutioD  of  the  Houte  nf  R^nrexeataiiTM 
iaulhorizing  the  ainuurnmeDt  gf  botb  Huuset  of 
Congreiia,  on  the  16th  of  I  he  present  month,  was 
jrad  the  lecond  lime,  and  the  consideration  lAere- 
of  nwtpnned  until  Saturday  next. 

The  b>ll  entitled  "  An  act  for  erecting  certain 
I  buuFei  in  the  Stale  nf  Ma'Uchu>ettfi;  for 
din^a  hf^cooor  pierai  Bridseport  in  ibe  Stale 
.of  CoDtieciicut ;  ana  fur  lixing  liuojri  io  Pamli- 
co Sound,  in  The  Slate  of  North  Carolina,"  «>a» 
read  the  Becond  tinie.  Had  relerred  tu  Menra.  Ti;h- 
HER.  AotMS,  and  Pickesinq,  to  consider  and  r» 

The  reHoluiion  that,  on  aiicount  of  the  funeral 
.expenses  of  (he  honorable  James  Jacksnn,  late  a 
Sfoator.  the  Secreiary  of  the  Senate  be  author- 
ized to  pay,  out  of  the  conlingent  fund  of  ibe  Sfn- 
ate,  theamciunt  nf  nuch  accounts  an  may  bealluW' 
cd  and  certiBed  hy  <he  Couimitiee  of  Arrangement, 
wax  read. 

A  me>sage  from  the  House  nf  Represeo  la  tires 
.informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
S  bill,  entitled  '-  An  act  in  addition  to  <  An  act  reg 
,ulating  the  grants  of  land  and  providing  for  the 
disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  Uoiied  States  south 
of  the  Stale  of  Tennessee;"  a  bill  eniitled  "An 
act  10  amend,  in  the  case>  therein  meniioned,  the 
act  to  regulate  (he  collection  nf  duiies  on  importit 
and  tonnage;"  and  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for 
«siabli»hiD(fIradiDg-houii«a  with  tiieindiau  tribes;" 
in  which  bills  they  desire  the  coDcurrence  of  the 
Bmaie. 

Th«  lait  three  bills  brousht  up  for  concurrence 
[writ  readjand  ordered  to  tne  tecond  reading. 

The  Senate  look  into  consideration,  aa  in  Com- 
nitiee  of  the  Whole,  the  atiiendments  to  the  bill 
,for  the  reffulalion  of  the  fees  of  attorneys  and  the 
oiEcers  of  the  courts  of  (he  Diiiricl  of  Columbia, 
and  lor  other  purposes;"  and,  having  further 
amended  the  bill,  it  was  reported  to  the  House 
aeci'rdingly. 

Ordered.  That  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
jls  atnended, 

.,  Raoltfd.  That  the  President  qf  the  Senate 
notiry  the  Exeeuiive  of  the  State  of  Qeorgia,  of 
the  death  o:  Jimeu  Jackboh,  late  ■  Senator  of 
that  State  for  the  United  Stale*. 

The  bill  (0  re^vldte  and  fix  tht  compensation) 
ol  clerks,  and  fur  other  purposes,  wax  read  the 
ithirdtiinv;  anil,  having  been  Turther  amended, 

RetUved.  That  inis  bill  pass,  ihHt  it  be  engi 
.ed,  and  thai  the  ^  itic  (hereof  be  "An  act  tu  reeu- 
laie.and  fix  the  ciompensatiun  of  -clerk*,  and  fur 
vlber  purpwMsi." 


The  Sanata  resumed,  as  in  Commitiee  of  the 
Whole,  the  cen'idcrviioii  of  the  anMrndmeais  re- 
ported lo  the  bill,  eniitled  ''An  act  makioKappra- 
priaiions  for  the  support  i^  Qoveroment  fur  ibe 
yfar  1806;"  and,  baviuK  further  amended  thebiU, 
il  was  Imparled  to  the  House  accotdiogljr. 

Tbcrbdat,  April  10. 

Ordtni,  That  the  report  af  ihe  Secreiarr  of 
the  Treasury.  OR  the  iD^moria]  of  John  Chester, 
he  referred  lo  Me«rB.  Hillhodbs.  BaLDwm,  «ad 
Anugbbok,  to  consider  and  report  ihereoo. 

Ordered,  That  iwo  hundred  copies  of  th^  letter 
of  the  Treasurer  of  (he  United  States  to  (he  Tice 
pTeaideot,of  the  38tb  of  January,  1806.  lo^eibet 
wJlh  (he  aceounta  of  ihe  Treasury,  War,  and 
Navy  DepartmestB,  fram  October  1.  1804,  to  0<y 
tuber  1,  180S,  be  printed. 

The  bill,  entiilt^  "An  act  in  addition  tnan  act. 
ealitled  'An  act  regulating  ibegraal*  of  land,  ana 

Eroviding  for  the  disposal  of  (he  lands  of  the 
Tniied  Stales  south  of  the  State  of  TenRe<«ee," 
was  read  the  second  tim^  anil  referred  to  Messrs. 
Auaiis,  B*^nwm,  and  Stomb,  (o  eoaatder  and 
repnr(  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend,  in  the 
eases  therein  mentioned,  'the  act  tu  r^ulaie  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  iMtoage,"  waa 
read  (he  aecond  (ime,  and  reterred  (o  Messre. 
MiTCBtLL,  Baldwih,  and  SToita,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  esiahVishing  trad- 
ing-hoases  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  ANDEaaox, 
Smith,  of  Ohio,  aud  Stone,  U  consider  and  re- 

The  Senate  took  into  consideralioa  the  resola- 
tfon  submitted  on  the  7lh  instant,  fur  an  amend- 
ment 10  Ihe  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
for  pruhibiiing.  after  ihe  first  of  January,  1808,  iha 
further  importation  of  glave:i;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  ibe  first 
Monday  in  December  next. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  in  Com- 
mittee of  tlie  Whole,  (Mr.  Anderson  having 
been  requeiited  by  the  Prerident  to  take  ihe 
Chair.)  the  amendments  reported  by  the  select 
committee  to  the  bill,  eniitkd  ''Ao  ai;(  (o prohibit 
the  importation  of  certain  guo>Ia,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise," And,  after  dcMite,  the  President  re> 
sumed  ihe  Chair,  and  Mr.  Anderson,  frum  ihe 
Comtoiiiee  of  the  Whole,  reported  that  ifaef  had 
disagreed  to  the  amendiDCais  of  the  select  coin- 
mitlee,  but  had  agreed  lo  an  anMndment  lo  the 
bill;  which  was  read, and  the  bill  was  atnended 
accordingly;  aad,  oo  the  question.  Shall  the  bill 
pass  to  the  third  reading,  as  aiueaded  1  it  passed 
ID  the  affirmaiive^yeas  19,  nays  9,  as  follows: 

Adans,  Anderson,  BsUwin,  Coodi^ 


of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smiihof  Vannnnl,  Thm»- 
ton,  Tnniei,  and  Wright. 

Navs — Msasrs.  Adair,  firadle;,  HiUhonsa,  Pidai- 
ing,  Plnmer,  Sune,  Bumter,  Trst^,  and  While. 
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BlHATk. 


Tbe  bill,  eoiitled  "An  act  makiDg  appropria- 
tioDi  fur  tbe  support  of  ChtTerDtneol  for  ihe  year 
1806."  wrtn  rvad  tbe  third  time  as  ammdcd. 

Jtefolned,  That  tbis  bill  paw  with  a  mend  mem  ■. 

Od  motion,  it  wai  agreed  ibat  tbe  third  retding 
of  the  bill,  FBiitled  'An  act  amhurizing  tbe  erec- 
tion of  a  bridge  orei  the  riTer  Poiomae,  witbin 
^e  District  □?  ColumbiB,"  be  the  order  of  the  day 


tOTU 


The  Sta 


e  rammed,  i 


1  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  seeood  readiof  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  apnropnauoiM  for  tbe  anpnort  of 
the  Military  GsiahliBbmeDt  of  the  United  State*, 
for  the  yrar  1606;''  and  ihe  bill  haviDgbeeB  re- 
ported to  the  House  without  amendmeoC, 
Ordered,  Tb>t  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 
The  Seoaie  retumrd  the  eonai deration  of  tbe 
rex"iarloDS  of  tbe  i7th  of  March  laxt.  relative  le 
William  £a[OD.  aod  othera,  late  officer*  in  the 
■riny  of  the  ex  Bashaw  of  Tripoli. 

(h-dertd,  That  the  further  coosideraiion  there- 
of be  pottponed  until  the  llrat  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber nez  t. 

Mr.  AiioBRBOti.  from  tbe  committee  to  whom 
was  rrterred.  on  the  7ib  iniXant,  the  bill,  entitled 
"Ad  act  further  to  alter  and  establish  eeriaitk  pMt 
roadi,  and  for  other  ptirpoae*."  reported  tbe  t»ll 
with  amendments. 

The  resolution  for  defraying  tlie  expeaeea  of 
the  funeral  of  J^iiie  Jaos80it,late  a  flenator  of 
the  Uniied  States,  from  the 8uie  of  Oeoigia,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  passed  to  the  third 
reading. 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  regtilaiioa  of  ihe  fees  of  attor- 
neys and  the  officers  of  the  eotirta  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  for  other  parpoam,  was  rrad  the 
tliird  time  as  amended,  end  funher  amendments 
having  been  proposed,  the  eoatideration  thereof 
was  poetponed. 

FniBAT,  April  11. 
Mr.  Bradley  presented  the  memoriitl  of  Ira 
Allen.  etBting  that  be  has  sustained  great  damage 
and  sufleriogs  by  the  capture  of  a  qaantiiyof 
■rms  and  ordnanee,  uader  the  aotheriiy  of  tbe 
British  Goreroment,  which  were  porchated  in 
France,  fur  the  supply  uf  ihe  militia  of  the  State 
of  Vermont,  in  the  year  1795,  and  praying  redress; 
and  tbe  mernorial  was  read,  and  refenvd  to  the 
Secretary  for  tbe  Department  of  State,  to  report 

Mr.  Tbact,  from  the  managete  at  tbe  confer- 
ence on  tbtf  amendment*  to  the  bill,  em  it  led  **Ao 
act  to  repeni  ao  much  of  any  act  or  acts  a*  ao- 
thorize  me  receiiii  of  e«ideBces  ol  the  public  debt 
in  payment  for  land*  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
for  other  purfiosea  relative  to  the  public  deta," 
made  report;   Whereupon. 

Rttolved,  That  the  Senate  do  agree  to  the 
Vmendiuenl  proposed  by  the  House  of  Represent- 
Btireato  tbeir  fourth  amendment,  and  that  ihey 
insist  on  (heir  last  amendment  disagreed  tu  by  the 
House  of  Bcpreseekatire*. 

Mr.  MiTOfiii'i-.  from  th«  committee  to  whom 
was  («ferr««l,  un  tbe  tiiinl  of  April,  the  bill,  eati- 


tied  "A  o  aei  suppletneotsry  to  the  act,  en  til  led 
'Ac  act  to  extend  ibe  juriMdioiioii,  in  certain  cai«e, 
to  lh<>  Territorial  courts,"  reported  sm'udmeDts} 
whieh  were  read. 

Mr.  MiTcniijL,  from  the  eomniiiire  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  Ihe  7ih  of  A|iri|,  ibe  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  supplementary  to  th.  act  making  proris- 
inn  for  the  payment  of  cLimsof  ciiiz^ni  uf  ihe 
United  States  on  the  Oivernraent  of  Fratice," 
reported  the  bill  without  arnendment. 

The  Senate  considered,  as  inCummiiteeof  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  aothorizlDg  a' 
detaehmeDt  from  ibe  militia  of  the  United  Statrs^ 
and  ibe  bill  baring  been  amended,  was  reported 
to  ibe  Hi'Dse  aceordinglr. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pat*  to  the  third  rend- 
ing as  amended. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the' 

PBESIDBNTOr  THE  UkiTED  STATES  ! 
To  Ike  Senate  and  Route  of 

lUpretenlalivet  of  ihe  United  Slalet : 
I  now  nj  befbra  Congreos  s  statement  of  tbe  militia 
of  the  United  States.  Kcconling  lo  tbe  returns  Isst  re- 
eeind  (nxn  the  severs]  States  and  TBrritoriea.     It  wiH 
be  percai*e(l  that  Kinie  of  these  are  not  of  recent  dates, 
and  that  Irom  die  States  of  Msrjlsnd  snd  Dslawara  no 
reiama  era  staled.     A  a  far  a*  appears  from  ow  recorded 
lUHM  **>•  ovsi  readsred  Amn  eitbar  of  thne  Butae. 
Prem  the  Tarritoriea  of  OiImbb,  Louisiana,  and  Hid^ 
igan,  complete  letqiiis  have  not  vet  boea  received. 
TK.  JEPFERBON. 
Aful  11,  1806. 

The  Meeaaffe  %tti  doenments  were  reed,  and 
ordered  lo  lie  Tor  eonstderaiioo. 

A  messsM  tnm  the  Houne  of  Representatirea 
informed  the  Smate  that  ihe  Hoow  bare  pa>sed 
the  bill  sent  from  tbe  Senaie  for  eooeurreoee,  en- 
titled "An  net  to  authoriM  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see to  inue  srant*  aod  perfect  titles  to  lande 
iberein  described,  and  u  settle  tbe  claims  to  tha- 
vaeani  aod  aaapproprialed  lands  within  lb* 
same,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  desira 
Aeeoncurrenne  of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  prohibit  the  officers  of 
the  Army  and  Nnvy  from  boljieg  or  esercisinp 
any  civil  office,"  in  which  they  desire  the  eoneor- 
renee  of  the  Seaato. 

Tne  bill  last  broaglii  np  for  eooenmnce  wu^ 
read,  aod  ordered  to  the  second  reediog. 

Mr.  AnnEaaoR,  frtm  the  committee  sppointed 
31^t  December,  to  consider  the  memorial  of  tbe 
Hoase  of  Repreeeotatlvm  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleans,  r«|>orled  a.  bill  supplementary  tu  Ihe  set, 
entitled  ''An  act  for  ascertaining  snil  aUjusiing 
the  lilies  and  claims  to  land  wiihin  the  Terricorr 
uf  Orleans  and  tbe  District  of  Louisisns ;"  whicn 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  ihe  seeonil  reeding. 

The  bill,  entitled  '-An  aci  anihoriiiag  the  ere«.; 
tionofa  bridge  over  tbe  river  Puiomac,  wiihia 
the  District  of  Culambia,''  was  read  Ibe  third 
time;  and,  oo  moiiun  to  postpone  the  further 
cunaid erol  10 d<  thereof  until  the  first  Monday 'in 
D>«emhei  nvit,  it  pansed  in  the  sffiritiatiTe— yenai 
19,  nays  10,  as  fullowx: 

Ysi* — Messrs.  Adsir,  Adams,  Andersen,  Baldwin; 
Oilaun,  HittMnae,  Uewlend,  Kitchel,  Hselay,  Miteh 
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a.  Krkmas.  Smtih  of  MtrylMd,  Smiih  of  New  Yoifc, 
BtoDT,  evmin,  Thradon,  Tracj,  Woflkingun,  uid 
Wrigbt. 

Kiia— Mmn.  BTwllry.  Condit,  Gaillud,  Kboh>, 
Plumu,  SmiUi  of  Obio.  »mlth  af  TeniMMM,  Smilli  of 
Vcimgnl,  I'linxr  Biiil  Vkhile. 

80  tbc  bid  ms  puoipouet). 

Satosdat.  April  12. 
The  Senele  took  inio  com-nleraiion  ih«  report 
oTtlie  ctiniioiiie«  on  Uie  iiii-iiiiirial  uf  ihe  Prr^i- 
jfDi  ar>d  Uirciurs  of  tbe  ClieiBfi^iilcr  aoU  D.U- 
varr  Canal  CoinpBiiy  ;  and  thf  luillit-r  cuuriiler- 
■liun  ihereiif  Was  |iD>-t|ioiit;d  uotil  ihe  first  UvD- 
day  in  Dtccpber  neii. 

Tlie  ri-siilulioii  of  il>e  Houiv  orR(>prri>eiit:'iiv(« 
authorizing  ihe  adjuurnmcDIot  Cuiigrrsi  ou  Wrd 
day,  ihv  loili  of  ibr  prerrni  ninDih,  waa  rl•^UlHecl 
and  aiDf  ndfd,  by  iiiserf  ion  of  Musday,  ihu  21si,  i«i 
place  ol  Wfdni^day,  ih«l6ih. 

Ordered,  Thai  ii  pass  lu  ibe  Uiitd  reading  ■» 
amended. 

Mi.  A^DEseOE(.  frorn  ib«  commiue*  10  whom 
V«K  referred,  om  (h«  lOlh  iDMaiil,  tbe  Idll.  eaiitk-d 
*'AHactfDr  eaiablUbiuK  ireditig-lHiUM-s  wiib  Ihe 
lAdwR  iribtv."  rcpurtrd  the  bill  wilb  ani^ndHieiHa. 
Mt>  Thaot.  frtHti  (he  ooiMtiiiirp  ^l  wtiom  wa^ 
feA-ired,  41U  Mie  tbitd  JDMSdt.tbebril.enliiled  "An 
aei  10  provide  for  Ibe  adj«»(RifM  ot  tiittf  10  land 
io  theTvrrilory  of  MichigHn,  and  for  uiher  pur- 
pose^," rcpoTied  the  bill  wiib  araendmeTila. 

Tlia  S^nxle  ioi,k  iuhi  coDAHleiaitijDllieBHiead- 
mtiiiKuf  ihv  Hou>e  ol'RvfHvieBlBlivealoiftebjll. 
CDiiiled  ''Aa  act  la  additioo  l»  an  a«i,  eaiiiicd 
■An  act  repnlatiaf  tbe  graulii  ot  laod,  aed  pro- 
Tiding  for  the  diafMMl  ot  tbe  laud*  ol  the  Uniieit 
Suiei)  atioth  t>r  the  State  of  Tf nnnan-  f  and  the 
further  cuQaideiatioii  ibeieof  waa  poMpnaed  attiil 
U<Hii)ay  neST, 

Tbe  bill,  eniiileif  "An  act  to  prohibit  tbe  ofi 
eer>  uf  ibe  Army  and  Navy  frMR  holding  or  ex- 
crciiing  any  civil  i.&vt,"  tvai  read  the  aeeond 
tiiDc  ;  and.  on  iniiliuu  tu  poelpoDe  tbia  bill  to  tbe 
~  uiiday  it>  December  next,  it  1 
live— yt-aa  17.  oayx  10,  an  foil 
Yaia—Meaara.  Adair,  Adana,  Baldwin,  CM»d<l, 
Susan,  Bowknd,  Kikbal,  Logan.  MiirhdI.  Phimer. 
Bmiih  of  Maiylaad,  Bmith  of  -\e»  Yark.  Hn.tb  of 
TcBBuwe,  enith  of  VMmaat,  Trai^,  Whiio,  an  J 
Wright. 

J<l*ii— Mcpara.  Andamw,  GaiUard,  HillbMMa,  MaC- 
laj,  Moure,  Pickanngr  Sleu^  Uuintei,  Tuniar,  and 
V  ortbingUB. 

So  Ibe  bill  naa  poKipeapA. 
.  Tiie  Seaaieiuok  iakicuiiHidemioa.aainCom' 
miiiee  uf  (Ira  Wbvlc,  tW  aiD>iNla>rfiU  re  ported  lu 
ibr  bill  ju  additiun  tu  "An  act  lot  esiflbliMbitiji  a 
JMirit,  HHd  reguhliug  the  (.trtua  ul'  tbe  Uniml 
Staiva  i"  BOd.  bavJBf[  agfrrd  ifeerelo,  tba  btll  wmk 
Rporii  d  10  ihr  Huaxeaai'ordingly. 
..  Oritrtd,  Tbai  tbU  bill  paaa  w  a  tkird  reading 
u  Nuieuded. 

The  Senate  iriok  inio  connideratien,  aa  in  Cont- 
tnilter  of  ibe  Wbttle.  the  Bmendnivbla  reporird  lu 
JiM  bill,  ttuiitlnl  -As  aet  •uppluueutuy  to  tbe 


acL  eiitiiled  'An  nei  ic  extend  juri^d>c■>on  in  cer- 
aiin  cawes,  10  theTerriiiwial  ruurn-;"  and,  having 
igreed  10  the  ame  dmi-nlx,  tbe  bill  was  repurlerf 
oihe  House  aceurdio^ly. 

Ordered.  That  ibis  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading, 
i>  amended. 

A  ii>e*>4ge  from  the  House  of  RepTMentaiiTe* 
iififraaed  Ihe  Senate  ihsi  the  House  have  fia-ae4 
■     !>ror 

bill,  ei'ilitted  '-An  act  prexcrtbin)!  the  rffnt  rn 
each  State  of  tbe  reeordH  of  jud^menia  and  d^- 
creea  of  courn  of  r>cord»  of  every  mhi-r  Siate^ 
anil  a  bill,  eaiiiled  "An  act  makinfr  a  lunlipr  ap- 
pri'priaiion  tOWardatJie  trOmpleliiiE  thefl>  uih  wing; 
ul  Ibe  Capitol  at  the  Ciiv  el  Wa-hingma;"  ia 
which  bill*  they  n'queu  the  cinicarrence  of  the 
Senate.  Tbey  insrM  on  theirdi<MgreenieMi  roih« 
laat  anieDdmeQi  of  ibe  Senate  <»  the  bill,  eniiiled 
"An  net  lu  rejieal  to  uucti  ef  the  aet  eo'itled  'Aa 
HCi  to  repeat  hi  tnucti  of  any  act  ur  act>  n*  aarttur- 
(Ze  ihc  receipt  of  evktences  of  ihe  jiuMic  debt  in 
liayment  for  landK  of  the  United  Stales,  and  Am- 
uiher  puriNMCK  retaiiye  10  lue  puMie  debt.**  Thef 
Hgive  lu  Ibe  flnr,  and  Jingiee  lo  aH  ine  oiber 
aineiidmenn  uf  tbe  Senate  tu  Ihe  bill,  ntiilrd 
"An  act  foahiBg  appropriariuna  for  ibe  sopport  vf 
Guverntnent  lor  the  year  ISO^,"  and  re(|Se«l  a 
conference  on  theamendnieiitH  dhiagreetJ  to,  and 
have  apputnted  munagefaoM  iheirpurt.  >.. 

Tbe  ibree  bills  laai  broncHi  up  for  eoneurr^ae^ 
(*ara  read,  aad  ordered  to  the  aecond  raadng. 


MOMDAY,  April  14. 

The  bill  anppleneniary  M  the  act,  eafillMl  "An 
act  for  aaeenaming  and  adjttMing  the  iiilt«  aad 
I'laiuia  lo  Uud«  wilbiu  the  Temiory  of  U  leaas 
and  dibtiici  of  Louir-iana,"  war  read  tb«  lecoudl 
lime  aad  paa>ed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  emuled -'An  aci  makinf 
r  the  Navy  of 
iag  tiw  year  IdObf  «■«  mad  tbe  nc- 
ond  tiaie,  and  rFfcrred  tu  Ue-ara.  B*l.awiN,  lAtv 
OBiLL,  and  TaACT,  lu  eooxideraad  rrpun  tbrteoa. 

Mr.  WoaraiaoTON,  from  (ha  cuaaiahiee  10 
wboD  wan  referred,  on  ib«  Oib  iaMaat,  tbe  hit, 
entiikd  -'Au  act  to  divide  ihe  indiann  Terriiurf 
into  two  separata  givemmeoia,  anii  for  other  jiur- 
piiKesi"  reported  amenilmentK,  whteb  werr  read. 

The  bill,  eniiiled  'An  ael  preKcribiag  tbe  effect 
in  each  Siate  ol  the  record-  of  judgraentit  and  de- 
creea  of  court*  of  recurd  uf  every  utker  Stale," 
wa*  rend  the  a<  cwid  time,  and  referred  l«  Mrasra. 
ANDiHaoH,  MrroBiLu  and  SMrra  of  Venooat,  to 
cuBKiilrr  and  reimri  ibereoa. 

The  bill,  eaiiiled  ''An  aoi  iDakiag  a  farther  ap- 
pro^ialKW  toward*  euiatitetiiMI  ibenuulh  wing' 
uf  ibe  Ca|iiiul,  M  Ibe  City  of  W't^biugtoa,"  wa» 
r  ad  the  seeond  lime. 

Onitrtd,  That  it  pa«*  i«  a  third  readia^. 

The  Senate  reenmed  Ihe  euDMdentiuB  uf  tba 
amCitAutki  Ifr  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal 
Hi  much  cf  any  ect  ur  ariaaaanlbuviaelbe  receip 
of  crideiKeK  of  ibe  public  debi  io  paymeni  lot 
Htada  uT  Ibe  UuiiW  Buiea,aad  for  utker.  parpuav 
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PiveeediMg*. 


SlHtfB. 


T^Uiire  li>  the  palilio  drbl ;"  divgrreil  (o  by  ihp 
Hou^e  or  RrnrpWDMiirfH  ;  aod 

ieetotoeii,  Tbai   the  SeoHtu  afrte  tbereio  ■!■ 

The  SroBie  pitKi>e<M  lo  comidpr  ih«  Rrnrnd- 
mt-Bia  4i!«i{repil  lo  bf  tht-  Hhum  vf  K-'prritrDtK- 
livfH  to  ihr  bill,  entiiled  "An  met  making  ipfiro- 
prialiuns  r>>r  llie  suppurt  uf  Qjveniiaeiil  (or  ihr 
yrHT   1806,"  and  tbeir    lequcM   of  ■  G«lf«reDCe 

/tetotceJ,  Thai  tbe  BenaM  a^m  lo  th*  Mid 
eont'f  rfuL-e,  and  that  Mn«m.  Traov  and  Bald- 
vm  be  the  mana^raun  ihfir  pait. 

The  rvBolnlioii  of  ihv  Huhm-  of  Rrprnenta- 
tivvH,  (if  rtM>  8  k  (Biitani,(m  itataobjeetirtadJDUiii- 
itirni.  WK.'t  r«ad  ibe  rtiird  vuae;  aiMl 

/kfotved,  That  Ibe  S«Dat«  agrca  tbereio,  as 
aiUfiKtvd. 

Ttie  S'lnile  cooMd«red  the  amendmpnisof  ih# 
HouHf  of  Rrpre«DlaiiTea  lothe  bill,  entiil^d  "An 
act  to  atiihoriz  ■  ibe  Siaie  of  Tt^naiiiHe  lu  issue 
grants  and  prrlFCt  liileH  to  ceriHJn  Imiils  ihrrein 
dfScrilfed,  and  tu  Wtite  the  claiiii^  lu  ilie  vncant 
and  utiapiiropriated  Isnd^  wiihio  Ibe  ranie  j"  and, 

He$olvKd.  Tbxi  ih^  eOLCur  lliefi-in. 

Tbe  bill,mtiiM  "An  aci  aHiburizms  a  d^iach- 
meui  from  ihe  railiiia  of  (he  Uxiied  States,"  wan 
tmd  tite  third  itme,  *r  afflpnded,  and  paicHd. 

The  bill  fur  tb<-  n-gahiiiuD  uf  tbe  r>-es  of  acMr- 
Dpy*,  a  lid  the  offii:era  of  the  eDvrt:>  of  the  DinlricI 
of  Culumbia,  and  for  other  porposet^"  V*»  ru- 
auntfd.  amcDikd ;  aud,  on  (be  qjwtioo,  Shall 
thin  bill  pxSNt  it  wu 

AlMoJwrf,  ill  the  sffirmilire;  and  that  the  brti 
be  engrossed,  and  ihai  the  iitle  thereof  be  "An 


purposes." 

A  rites<-age  rrom  ibe  House  of  ReprMentaiives 
iofurmed  lue  Seaale  that  the  Hoase  have  pasned 
lt»v  foiluWing  bill's  in  wbieb  ihejr  r<-queKC  the  con- 
eurreoce  uf  the  Benate:  a  bill,  entiiled  "An  act 
lespeciiiiii  the  claiiiiK  lu  liied  in  ibelndraua  Terri- 
tory anil  Slute  uf  Ob'io ;"  a  bill  eoLitled  "An  act 
CunceTiiiaic  ihe  fiinbersafeftuard  of  vesseti  in  Ihe 
viciaity  •>!  the  Uinicd  StmeM  and  the  territories 
thereul;"  a  bill  eniiiled  "Anac.  tnakoTgeppropri- 
alioimtur  Ctiryuis  inlo  effrai  a  treaty  beiween 
the  Uiiiipd  Btaiea  and  ihe  Chiekaaaw  inbe  of  In- 
diaiM  i"  and  a  bill. euti tied  ''Artneiniafeiiig  appro- 
priaiiuiia  lur  onrrying  into  effott  ceiiaiu  ludiao 

The  two  bills  law  mentioaed  were  twice  read, 
by  uiiatiiiiiuUH  cunieni,  and  rrfMrred  to  Mewra. 
ANDEnaoH,  8tui(>,  aod  Balowin,  to  coiiaider  and 
repoi  I  ihrreuD. 

Theiwu  bills flrMineatioDed  were  read,  and  or- 
dered luiheKecoiid  reading. 

Tlif  fullowiiift  Me^M^e  iraa  receired  from  the 
PtSMDEaT  or  TIE  Unitsd  SriTES,  which  was 
ie>id,  nnd  urdi-ml  to  lie  for  eooaideratioii : 
3b  tie  Berute  and  Hmue  of 

Keftmeraatna  of  Me  IMitid  State*  i 

Dniing  the  btockkda  nf  'IMpoIl  bj  the  aqnadran  of 
tbe  United  Stale*,  a  (itmII  eruiurt  nnillr  tbe  fljg  of 
Tuiw,  ertlh  t«re  pi.aai  <aU  of  thflinc  faliM)  allaiefleJ 


cntar  Tripoli,  waa  tnmed  back,  wnned.  and  at- 
laaipliBg  sfaiD  to  enter,  was  uken  aod  detained  aa 
priie  by  tbe  Minidron.  Her  lealitnlion  waa  clumaJ  b^ 
Ibe  Bey  ef  TuniiK  with  a  threat  of  war,  in  letiai  m 
serion*.  that,  on  withdiaving  froia  tbe  Uockade  of 
Tripoli  the  rommandinK  afficer  of  the  nqundron  thongbt 
duty  to  repair  lo  Tunii  with  biaaquadmn,  and  to 
require  a  eategoriral  declaration,  whether  peace  or  war 
wa«  intended.  The  Bej  |ireferrei}  explaining  bimaeir 
by  an  Ambaaaador  to  the  United  Stales,  who,  on  hia 
■rrivat,  renewed  the  request  that  the  (eaael  and  hef 
piizea  ihouh)  be  realored.  It  waa  deemed  propat  tO> 
RiTe  thia  proof  of  friendahip  H>  tbe  Bey,  and  the  Aio~ 
hanajdor  was  infenoed  the  revel*  woald  he  nilnaad.. 
Afterwarda  ha  made  ■  reqnisitioo  of  bbtsJ  aierpa  to  to 
■ant  to  Ihe  Bey.  in  order  to  aoEure  a  peaoe  br  the  lera 
of  three  yeaia,  with  a  threat  (rf  war,  if  refuaed.  [t  haa 
been  reftiaed,  and  the  Ambaaaador  ia  about  (a  dtfiait 


by  the  Senate.  [  ha>e  thought  it  my  duty  to 
cate  Ihrie  facia,  in  order  that  Congreaa  may  conaiuer 
the  eipedieocy  of  cnntinuitiK  ihcMme  provivana  lor  4 
oited  time,  ei  making  otheia  equiralent. 

TU.  JBPFEBSON. 

Aeua  li,  IMt. 
On  rantinn.  it  waa 

RaotMeA,  That  the  Jadgea  of  Ihe  Distri«(  of 
CiilitmbiB  be  requested  to  report  a  fee-bill  for  ifaa 
oflteere  aad  arlorneys  of  the  skid  Distriot,  to  ll>« 
Senate  of  the  United  Bialeii,  at  iheir  nest  leaaioo. 

The  Mil,  entitled  ''AnaM  makitif  aporopria- 
liontforiheeunportofihe  Mihiary  E.titfalishniral 
of  Ihe  United  Siatea,  for  ihe  year  1806,"  n**  rea« 
the  ibird  tine,  arid  pasi«d. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "An  aei  an^lemeMarr  to  tiM 
act.  entitled  "Aa  act  to  eatentl  juriediniion  in  cor- 
lals  eases  to  the  Temioriat  ooaria,"  wan  read  ibv 
tbied  time  a*  amended. 

Rtni^ei,  That  this  bill  paaa  with  iha  aisaMl* 
ment. 

Tbe  reaolation,  Bnt  read  on  the  Dtb  instant,  ra- 
speeiing  the  funeral  eipenaea  ef  Jjmea  Jdekaoo, 
wa»  read  the  third  time  and  agreed  la 

Tiie  hill,  eniiiled  "An  act  BttpfilenieBtarv  to  the 
eet  mahinv  proriewn  fur  ihr  paymewi  ofclainiKof 
eiiizenn  of  the  Doited  Stales,  on  ibe  Qoveroneol 
of  Fraoee."  was  considered. 

Orr/ered,  Thai  this  bill  pass  taa  third  eeadinf. 

The  bill,  entitled  "Ad  acl  fur  eHtaMinbiog  ira- 
dins  bouses  with  tbe  Indian  tribes"  waa  con- 
sidered an  in  Commiitee  of  ihe  Whole;  and  tha 
aiDendmenis  having  been  agreed  to,  the  hill  WKa 
reported  to  the  House  nceordiagly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  paaa  tu  the  tbir^  lead- 
ioi  as  am^Ddcd. 

The  brit.  entitled  "An  act  further  to  allcrand 
establnh  certain  post  raatla.  and  fjr  other  p«r< 
nones."  waa  eonsiArred  aa  ia  Cu«niilte«  of  iha 
Whole,  and  the  ameadnaents  in  pan  adopted. 

Oniend,  That  the  funbef  eoneideratiou  of  thi» 
bf  1  be  po>i|>otie4. 

Mr,  TVBNiR  rrom  the  commiitee  appointed  !• 
eousider  the  bill,  antiUed  "Au  act  fur  ereetiuc 
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ceriiiin  light-bouiin  ia  the  Suie  of  M ansae huw its, 
for  builJinga  beacoD  or  pier  al  Brid^uporl.in  (he 
Siite  of  CiiDPeciicui,  and  Tor  fiiiDg  buuva  id 
Pamlico  Sound,  id  [he  Siafe  or  Nurtb  Carolina," 
Mporled  ihi:  bill  wiihoat  a  mend  mem. 

TuEBDAT,  April  15. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLi,,  from  the  commiltee  to  whom 
VBErererred  the  bill,  eouiled  "Ad  act  to  ameod, 
ID  the  cases  therein  mentioned,  tbe  '-Act  to  regu- 
late the  culleclion  of  duiieo  od  imports  aod  tuD- 
OMgt,"  reported  it  without  amfodraeDL 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  communicated  the  memorial  of 
AugDduiB.  Wuadward,itating  the  critical 
tiiM  of  the  Michicaa  Territory,  and  prtyiog  thai 
the  iceasare*  on  ibal  KUbj^t  now  under  the  con- 
•kderatiuD  of  Congren,  may  be  adopted;  and  it 
was  B^eed  that  the  memorial,  with  sundry  docu- 
meoti  accoiapanyiog  it,  lie  od  the  table,  until  the 
liill  on  the  suhiect  shall  be  considered  ai  io  Com- 
mittee or  the  Whole. . 

Mr,  Tb&cy  reported  tuodry  tDodificRti 
the  committee  of  conTerence,  on  the  hill,  entitled 
**Ad  act  making  approprialiona  for  the  support 
Goternmeot  for  the  year  lS06;"aDd  the  report 
was  adopted ;  aad  it  was  agreed  to  modify  the  bill 
accordingly. 

The  bill  eoiiiled  '^Ad  act  coQceniinc  thefariher 
aafeguard  of  vessels  in  tbe  Ticinitv  ot  the  United 
Btates  and  the  Territories  thereof,"  was  read  tbi 
aecond  time,  and  referred  to  Meaars.  Balbwih, 
Tbact,  and  HiToatLi.,  to  coaaider  and  report 

The  bill,  entitled  "Aa  act  respeeiing  elaioM  to 
bttd  Id  tbe  lodiaoa  Territory,  and  State  of  Ohio," 
wan  read  the  second  time,  aod  referred  to  Messrs, 
Smith  of  Ohio,  Baldwih,  and  Smith  of  New 
York,  10  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  ANnunoN,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  yenierday,  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  a^i 
making  appropriations  for  carrying  Into  effect  i 
Treaty  between  the  United  Staiesand  the  Ufaicka- 
aaw  tribe  of  Indians;"  also,  the  bill,  eoiiiled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  carrying  inio  effect 
certain  Indian  treaties ;"  reported  the  bills,  serer' 
ally,  without  amendmenL 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiilee  of  thi 
Whole,  the  amendmenis  reported  to  the  bill,  en 
titled  "An  act  further  to  alter  aad  establish  cei^ 
lain  post  ruads,  and  for  other  purpoies;"  and  hav- 
ing agreed  thereto,  and  further  ameoded  the  bill, 
it  wax  lepurtrd  to  ibe  Hoiue  accordingly. 

OrtUftd,  That  Ibis  bill  pass  to  the  third  tead- 


-nded. 
The  following  Mewage  was  received  from  the 

PBEBIDENT  DP  TBB  UltlTBD  StATEA  ! 

7h  the  Senale  md  Hovie  of 

Htprtttniatittt  of  Hu  UniStd  Stale* : 

Tbe  Beaiue  baving  adriied  and  oonsanted  to  the 
ntiAcatiini  of  ■  treaty  conchMled  with  the  Piaokeehan 
IndiaD*,  tot  eitingnisbing  their  daim  to  the  conotry  be- 
tween the  Wabash  and  Kartaskia  oeasions,  it  i*  now 
laid  before  both  Houaas  for  ilw  eaereise  of  their  Con- 
•titulional  powers,  as  to  the  means  of  fulfilling  it  oa 
OUT  part.  TH,  JEFFBB80N. 

AruL  15,  1806. 


The  Meaaage  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

Mr.  Baldwik,  from  the  committee  to  wbom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "Ad  aci  making ap- 

K'opristiODs  for  the  support  of  ihe  Nary  of  iha 
niled  Stales  dDring  the  year  180B,"  reported  the 
bill  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  eotttled  "An  act  lo  prohibit  the  io- 
poriaii>m  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merebvn- 
dise,"  was  rrad  the  third  time  ;  and  the  amend- 
ment adopted  was  again  considered  and  rvjeeted. 

A  moiiuD  was  made  to  postpone  the  bill  for  tht 
purpffiie  of  considering  the  following  reaolution: 

RfUaid,  That,  in  coaaequenee  of  a  aore  fiiToraUa 
coane  of  conduct  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  in  !•• 
spect  to  Ihe  diaturitance  of  the  trade  of  the  United  Statasi 
and  enteitaiDing  a  hope  that  the  British  Hinirtij,  lately 
ettabliahed,  will  be  dimoaed  to  a  reaaonabia  aiTange- 
ment  of  all  afiairs  of  djffereoee  between  the  two  nation^ 


tion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  probibit  the  impoft- 
ation  of  certain  gooda,  wares,  and  msrcbsndiae,"  to  the 
first  Monday  in  Nnrembcr  next. 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  ibis  motion,  it 
passed  in  theaegaiive— yeab9,nayBl9,a*rullowt: 

Vais— Mom*.  Adair.  Adams,  Hillhonse,  Logan, 
Pickering,  Plmner,  Samter.  Tracy,  and  Whits. 

NiT* — Messra.  Andeiaon,  Baldwin,  Coodit,  Oait 
laid,  Gilman,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Madav,  MitchJU, 
Moore,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith 
of  Ohio,  Bmilh  of  Tenneaaae,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Sione^ 
Tbruaton,  Worthington,  and  WrighL 

Aod  on  ihe  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  1  itwaa 
determined  in  the  affirmaiire — yeas  19,  aaya  9,  aa 
follows : 

Ybas — Meana.  Adama^  Andensos,  Baldwin,  Ccmdit, 
Oaillard,  GUiaan,  Uowland.  KitcAel,  Maday.  MitdiiU. 
Moore,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Bmith  of  New  Yi>rk,Hmilh 
of  Ohio,  Smith  at  Tennesaee,  Smith  of  Vermont, 
Thniston,  Worlhlngtoii,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Meaars.  Adair,  Uiiihonse,  Logan,  Pickedng, 
Plumer,  Stone,  Sumter,  Tracy,  and  White. 

So  it  was  UttoiMtl,  That  thU  biU  pasa. 

WEDNEaosT,  April  16. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeatalirea 

{formed  the  Senate  (hat  the  House  have  psaapil 

a  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  for  fortifying  the  ports  and 

harbors  of  the  United  States,  and  for   building 

guubuats;"  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 

nee  of  the  Senate. 

The  hilt  was  read  the  first  and  second  lima  bj 


Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  AflOBRBuN,  from  ibe  cominitwe  lo  whom 
waa  referred,  oo  the  14th  insiant,  the  bill,  eoiiiled 
"An  act  prescribing  the  effect,  in  each  Stale,  of 
the  records  of  judgmeols  and  decrees  of  the 
courts  of  record  of  every  other  State,"  reported 
ihe  bill  wiih  amendments. 

Mr.  AoANa,  from  the  committee  10  whats  waa 
eferred.  un  tbe  lOib  instant,  the  bill,  eniiilt^  ''An 
cl  in  addiliuo  to  an  act.  entitled  An  act  rqula- 
■og  Ibe  grauts  of  land  and  providing  fur  the  dia- 
poaal  of  the  laiids  of  the  Uuiled  Stales  loaUi  of 
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■be  Siaie  of  Teateate,"  lepwltd  the  bill  wiih 
uDritdmeau. 

The  Senale  TfianiPd,  as  in  Commiltpe  of  ilie 
Whole,  (he  coniideraiioa  of  the  amendmrol*  li 
the  bill,  CDliiled  "Ao  act  to  pr»Tu)e  for  ihe  ad 
iastm?Dt  of  titlea  .o(  laod  id  ihe  Terrilury  of 
Uu:bi^o,aadfurollierpurpoeeKi"Bnd  theamead- 
meois  were  adopted,  and  baring  beea  reported  ~ 
the  Hiiuse,  ihe  bill  w«i  amended  aceordiDzlf . 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pan  to  the  third  read- 
ins  as  emended. 

The  Seoate  retained,  aa  in  Committee  of  thi 
Whule,  Ihe  coDsidemian  of  the  bill,  eoiitled  "An 
act  10  amtnd  ihe  act,  eniiiied  'An  act  to  divide 
the  Indiana  Terriior;  into  two  separaie  goi 
mend,  and  for  olber  parpo^es." 

Retoived,   That  the  funher  cooaideratio 
tbi»  bilJ  be  postponed  until  the  next  aestion  of 
Con^eax. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  ibe  act  eiiahliahi   ^ 
Mint,  and   reguktins  the  coin*  of  the   United 
Stales,  TCas  read  the  ihird  time  ai  amended, 

Setolved,  That  thie  bill  pao,  that  it  be  engroxa- 
ed  and  ihal  the  tiile  thereof  be  ''An  act  in  add! 


The  bill,  en  tilled  "An  act  aupplemeniary  to  the 
act  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  cTaims 
of  ciiizeos  of  the  United  Siatea  on  the  Qsrern- 
ment  of  France,"  wai  read  the  third  time  and 
pS'^ed. 

The  bill  uipplemcntaTy  to  the  act.  entitled  "An 
■C(  for  BMertaining  nnd'adjur-liDg  the  titlea  and 
claims  within  the  Terrilorj'  of  Orleani  and  ihe 
district  of  Lnuisiaoa,"  waa  read  the  third  time 


The   bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  ap[ 
tio&s  for  tbe  snpport  of  the  Narf  of  the  United 


Slates  durioE  the  yea^  1806,"  waa  f  iiumed. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pau  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  erecting  certain 
light-boubes  in  the  Slate  of  Massac  burftia;  for 
buiidinga  beacon  or  pierai  Bridgeport,  in  the  State 
of  Cuaaeclicut]  and  for  fixing  buiivi  in  Pantlico 
Sound,  in  the  Slate  of  North  Carolina,"  was 
lesumed. 

Ordered,  That  tbii  bill  pav  to  a  third  reading. 

Tlie  bill,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  alter  and 
establish  ccrtaJn  poai  ruadi^  and  for  other  pur- 
puses,"  waa  read  the  third  time  as  amended  and 


TBuaaoAV,  April  17. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commillee  of  tbe 
Whole,  tbe  aioendnienie  repotted  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled '-An  act  in  addition  to  an  act.  entitled  An 
act  regulating  the  Krauts  of  land,  and  prorldios 
fur  ibe  dispowl  of  the  landa  of  the  Uniuil  Siatea 
south  uf  me  Bute  of  Tvnnesseei"  and,  baring 
adopted  the  amendiDeDls,  the  bill  was  reported  lu 
the  Houne  BCoordiagl)r. 

Onieied,  That  the  bill  pas*  to  tbe  third  reed 
lag  as  amended. 

Tlie  Senate  resumed  the  second  leadinK  of  the 
bill,  entitled  '-An  act  to  aiwtwl,  ia  ibe  caa*  tiwreia 


ineuiioned,  tbe  acl  to  regulate  ih«  collection  of 
duties  on  imparls  and  tonnage;"  and, 

Ordered,  That  It  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resoined,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wliole,  the  amendments  reported  to  the  bill,  eaii* 
tied  "An  acl  prescribing  tbe  effect,  in  each  Siata, 
of  reeords  of  judgments  and  decrees  of  ihe  cunrta 
of  record  of  every  other  State;"  and,  on  tha 
question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  limel  it 
was  determined  in  tbt  negative.     So  the  hill  waa 


7b  Ike  StTtale  and  HeuM  of 

KqpnKnfofwu  eftht  OuUJ  ataUl: 

The  Senate  baling  sdTised  and  contented  to  llia 
rslificstion  uf  a  conTeotion  betwMn  the  United  Stain 
and  the  Cherekee  Indians,  eoadadsd  at  WaahingtOD, 
on  the  ?th  ds7  of  Januiry  last,  for  the  cession  oftbsir 
right  to  the  tract  of  conDtiythetwin  dtaeribed,  it  is  now 
laid  befiire  both  Hoiues  of  Congraaa,  fbr  iba  oaaraiis  of 
iheir  CoasUtnlional  poweia  towards  the  ftilfUinant 
tbarmf.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

AraiL  17,  ISOe. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
CORsideratioD. 

Hr.  Adanb  gare  notice,  that  be  would  to-moi^ 
row  ash  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  temponuT 
relief  of  Hsmel  C.immalti. 
On  motion,  it  waa 

Reeohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  into  contideratioo  the  ez|«diencr  of  provi- 
ding by  law  for  the  next  meeting  ol  Congreu, 
and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  An bbbsok,  Taaor.attd 
B*i.DWTtf,  be  tbe  committee. 

Mr  Ahdbbbon,  from  the  committee  last  men- 
tioned, reported  a  bill  to  alter  ihe  time  of  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress,  which  was  read,  and  order- 
ed to  the  second  reading. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Setolvad,  Thai  the  Attorney  Oeneral  of  tha 
Uniivd  States  be  directed  lo  procure  and  lay  be- 
fore the  Senate,  at  their  next  session,  tables  ol  the 
fees  and  compeosaiioos  paid  to  tbe  aUoroe]|s  at 
law,  protboDOtBrias,  registers,  and  clerks  of  judi- 
cial courts,  to  sheriffs  and  coroners,  to  giand  and 
or>,and  toi  '  '  " 

motion,  it ' 

eetaloed.  That  the  President  of  tbe  United 
Stales  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  tbe 
Senate,  if  ia  bis  opinion  the  aame  can  be  dona 
with  propriety,  a  particular  statement  of  ihe  cause 
or  difference  between  the  Bej  of  Tania  and  the 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  coiu-. 
which  have   taken   pbce  relative 

Ordered.  That  the  Secretary  lay  this  roaolution 
beforv  ihePreiideol  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  bill.'Sntiiled  "  An  act  for  erecting  eertaia 
tighl-bouMea  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts;  for 
building  a  bencon  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  in  the 
folate  of  Connecticut;  and  fir  filing  buoys  in 
Pdmlico  Sound,  in  ihe  State  of  N  irlh  Carolina," 
rvad  the  third  lime  and  passed. 
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Thvbill,riiiiil<^-'Anmetfar<>«iabli^hinginKliD^ 
hoUiWB  wiil>  ihf  \ai'ua  irtbes, "  was  read  ibe  Ibird 
tim-  Hsunifndfii. 

HemAved.  TtiK  this  bill  {mn  wlib  ■mfndnienti. 

T<i«  bill,  rtl'lllFif  An  BCl  making  D[<pfopriiiliun» 
6m  tfat:  «up|K>r[  of  \^f  N.i?y  cif  the  (Joitcil  Sialps 
duhnf  tbt!  fiir  ISOe,"  wH  md  the  ibird  tiraK 
niit  p»fsei. 

Tbr  biX,  entitled  "  Aa  aci  mnking  ■  furiher  ap- 
proi>riaiiim  tovHrdx  eoiiip(<'tinii  iht-tiouth  wing  of 
lti«>  CBi'itol  ai  tbc  Ciiy  ut'  WabhiDgion,"  was  read 
the  ibiid  lime  aiid  pa-iwd. 

T'lF  bil[,ei)tiilrd  "  An  act  for  fortifying  the  ports 
■rid  bnrborH  of  ibv  United  SiatPK,  anJ  for  builditig 
ganbuals,"  wax  nad  the  Ihltd  lime,  and  ri-rfrmt 
toMcsam.  TttACT.  Mitchill,  wtid  Ahoxksor,  to 
OunM  fr  and  report  tbertun. 

The  pReBisRnT  eomnuaieaied  to  ih<>  Senate  a 
vnxirl  ol  ib«  aeorviary  ul'  Slate  w)  ibe  jieiiiion 
Of  Ira  Allen,  rvft-rrwd  tu  bioa  oa  ik*  Itib  iimmi; 
and  ihf  report  wan  read. 

Tlie  SfiiHie  resntufd,  a*  in  Comniitlee  of  tbe 
"Wtaule,  the  bill  eatiilfd  "An  act  inakiDgappropri- 
Slioos  foi  carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian  trea- 
tJai,"  and. 

Ordered,  That  it  bereftrrpd  toMr.  Akdiiiboii, 
a*d  oibiTS,  to  irtfotn  die  bill  traa  arigioajty  cuto- 
nitied  further  to  coatidf  r  tbvreon. 

A  tiieisage  fruol  tbe  Huaac  of  RrprMenlstirn 
inlurmed  tbe  Senate  that  [he  House  bare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  reppaling  the  aet*  laying 
dmira  wi  salt,  Had  eoniinuiiig  in  force,  for  a  fur- 
thrr  tinM,  the  flr>t  teciiua  of  ibe  oet,  entlited  'An 
■et  ^ntufT  to  ruuicct  tbe  eonxneree  and  seamfo 
of  the  United  States  ai;  linnt  the  Barbary  PoVm^," 
JB  wbjeh  bill  they  request  tbe  coucurreDM  of  the 
Seiiaie. 

The  bill  last  broagbl  up  for  conearrenee  waa 
Had  aad  ordered  to  tne  leoiwl  readinii. 

A  masBage  from  lh«  Huase  of  Rvpresen  tat  ires 
inrurmed  the  Senate  that  the  Hi>uae  have  f>as«ed 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  Seoaie,  entiiled  "  An  aci 
SMkiDg  proTtxion  for  tbe  cmapt-nsatiDa  uf  wit 
a«Hses  who  atie ntted  ibe  trill  of  ibC  impeachraeiit 
of  Satiuel  Chase,"  with  amendmntii ;  in  which 
ibey  de-ire  toe  eoacurrence  at  tbs  Senate. 

Tne  8'naie  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  eotiiled  **  An  act  making  nppropriaiMns  for 
carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  twTween  tbe  United 
Sutes  and  tfai^  Cblchasaw  iribe  of  ladians,"  ks  in 
Conimittee  of  ihe  Whole;  and  on  the  <tue«iian, 
toMrike  out  the  third  secitott  of  ibe  bill  9  ii  was 
delerraiocdia  tlieaffinDaiiTa~ye«*30,  nays  5,  as 
fiillows : 

Tsis— Messn.  Adair,  Adsms.  Anderson,  Condit, 
OUmsD,  Hillhoose,  HmrUnd,  Kitcbet,  PiekariDf,  Pla- 
nar, Smith  of  IHsrjrIsnd,  Smith  «f  Hew  rork.  amith 
of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Bnmter,  Tntcy, 
WbiM,  Waithiagton  and  Wright. 

Niis — MessiB.  Baldwin,  Hacl^,  Moort,  Smith  of 
Tsannsea,  and  Tnrnsr. 

So  ihe  sectiuti  Was  struck  otit ;  and,  the  bill  bav- 
ins been  fiirtber  amended,  was  reported  tu  Ibe 
H'-u->e  aecordiDgly, 

Ordered,  Tb«i  this  bil)  pan  to  the  third  readios 
•■  ameuded. 


The  bill  for  ih«Iemporsry  relief  of  Hamel  Cat- 
RTTiHlli  WM1,  by  unsnirnous  RonafnL  read  (be  fim 
lime  and  ordeivd  to  )lrp  M«<ind  readiai;. 

The  amendmetits  of  the  H^w  of  Itepresentn- 
lire:t  to  the  bill,  eniiiM  "  An  aai  makitig  pruti- 
>ion  for  the  compen-aiion  of  wjiae<4«K  triio  sN 
tended  the  trial  of  the  impeaclimeut  uf  Sainacl 
Chase,"  were  read. 

Fmtuy,  April  18. 

Ordered,  ThBiihepetitionof  Ira  Alien,  togetbrr 
with  ihereporr  of  the  Seore'ary  .f  State  Ilti^eon, 
he  referrpd  to  Me».irs.  SsitTH,  of  Vermont.  BaLiH 
wiK.  an<T  Turner,  ti>  coiiKider  and  report  thtreon. 

Mr.  RiLLBonsB  reported,  from  the  commiiiee 
lowhnm  ws>  referred  the  memurial  of  J  <hn  Ch<^ 
ler,  that  the  further  connrdt'raiion  ihereuf  be  post- 
poned la  the  nest  session  of  Congress;  and  (b« 

The  Senate  resumed  the  con*idpralion  of  tbe 
amendmenis  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  emitted  "An  act  raakiDg  provivion  for  tbe 
compenMtiiin  of  witnr-se*  whoatieudi^  the  trial 
of  the  imp^R'-hment  of  Samuel  Chase,"  and, 

Htfilved,  ThRt  they  disagree  to  ibei>aid*meod- 
meniB,  s>k  a  cnnferenee  thereiiD,  and  that  Me>sr« 
Tracy  and  WaiauT  be  the  luanegers  at  the  laiae 
CO  the  mri  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  AnAIR  prpsenled  the  memorial  of  the  Onr- 
eninr  of  Ihe  State  of  Kentacky.  in  behalf  of  th« 
KRid  State,  eibihiiinic  claim:*  on  tbe  United  Siatea 
to  the  sm')unt  of  twenty  sii  tbau:«nd  etijbt  bun- 
drrd  and  rightdullanand  sixty  two  cents,  for  miU 
itsry  s  rrice;  and  tbe  mnnunal  was  read  and,  to- 
gether with  tbe  accompanying  doeumewis.  refcrreil 
to  the  Secretary  for  the  Deparlmeut  of  War,  t9 
consider  and  report  thereoo. 

Mr.  Amderbon,  from  the  comtniftee  to  whom 
was  referred  yenterday  the  bill,  entitled  "Am  act 
making  sppropriations  for  carrying  into  rff-et  cer- 
lain  Indian  treaties,"  reported  (he  bill  without 
anipndment. 

Mr.  Tbacv,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wa« 
referred,  .m  the  17th  instant  the  bill,  entitled  "-Aa 
act  for  fintiTying  the  pons  and  harbors  uf  Ihe 
United  Stales,  and  fur  building  gunboats,"  reporN 
ed  it  with  Bmenilments. 

The  bill,  eniiilnt  "Ad  act  repealing  the  acta 
laving  dotieK  on  salt,  and  contiouing  iu  force,  for 
a  further  time,  tbe  first  seci ion  uf  the  acl,entiiled 
■An  act  further  to  protect  the  conimeice  and  sea- 
men of  Ihe  United  Siaiea  agsinst  the  Bjibarf 
Powers,"  wasreiid  the  second  time,  and  referred 
10  Messrs.  MiTCHtLL,  TftAcr,  and  Baldwin,  to 
coNK'der  and  report  thereua. 

The  Senate  look  into  cunsidrntion,  aa  in  earn- 
reiliee  »f  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  Ibe  n-lief  iif 
Hamet  Cnramalli;  and.  after  delMia.  the  pRaa«< 
DEnT  resumed  tbeCbai>,BnilMr.Ai(DBRaoN.  from 
the  Committee  of  tbe  Wbote,  repurled  »'i>end- 
meni*  tu  tbe  bill,  which  were  rewd  in  the  HoiMe, 
adopted,  anil  the  bill  was  anendeJ  accordiDifly. 

Ordejyd.  That  iba  bill  p«as  to  the  ibini  raaitiag 
ai  amended. 

The  fi))li>wintr  Mesnga  waa  tm»i*«d  from  tbe 
PauiBBiiT  or  *■■  Umtwi  ftrAna; 
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n  tha  Saiatt  </  tie  UnUad  SUilat 

In  nrnpliaDcawiU)  the  raq««i4  or  th*  Scamtaiofyn* 
Itr^j'a  daU,  I  iwi*  eoinaiBDinie  tbe  eatir*  cormpon- 
jcDca  lMti*«an  Ilia  AinbamiloT  of  'I'ddm  and  tba  Hao- 
Ntary  uf  6uu;  from  vhkh  tbe  Senaie  wiU  m«,  tiiat 
lbs  fin4  (ipplieatian  b;  the  AmbaMaJor  far  raatitulioD 
of  tha  vnaeli  Mkaa  in  Tiolation  uf  Uockade,  ha*i)iK 
be«D  jialdad  lo,  tha  only  remainieg  ci«m  of  Jiflcnoce 
brought  fbrwird  by  him,  b  Iha  reqtiiaition  uf  ■  preaent 
of  Di>al  iturea.  to  •tenra  a  peace  lor  three  je«n ;  altar 
vhich,  the  infercDce  ii  obiiout,  that  ■  renewal  of  the 
pTCMiDta  it  to  Ite  giperlsd,  to  rrnew  tbc  protongatiun 
of  pear*  for  inothfr  lenn.  But  ihia  ilemanil  Bm  htm 
preasnl  id  verbal  conlercDcc*,  much  more  eiplicitlj  and 

CiiiadoiuJ;  than  appciTi  in  the  oiilteD  comtpon- 
M.    To  sale  tbe  delay  af  copjing-,  aaiiM  original! 
•M  Miekaad,  with  *  luqucat  tbat  cfaej  be  retompd. 
TH.  JEFFBRSUH. 
Ann  19,  ISM. 

The  Mnsasp  an^  docmnenta  tbrrein  eant)iin«d. 
iPfTf  mill  and  rrfirml  lu  Mnmrs.  Baldwin,  Mit- 
GBILU  ■nd  SuiTB,  of  VeriDoat,  to  cousider  aud 

The  bill,  rntiiWAn  act  to  amend,  in  the  caon 
ihereiD  nienitoiraJ.  ihe  act  lo  regnlaiF  the  colfec- 
ri<in  rif  duiiea  un  impurtii  and  toaaace,"  woa  read 
the  third  tiiDP. 

Raoived,  That  this  bill  pui  iritlt  nt  atoend' 
naeiit. 

Tbe  biR,  pntitli>d  "An  act  makinr  appropriarionn 
fur  carrying  inio  effect  eeiina  liidiaa  treaties," 
wan  read  tbe  ibifd  lime  anl  paNrd. 

The  Senate  reaumt-d  the  third  reading  of  tbe 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  lor  fortify ing  the  pona  and 
hiirbum  uf  tbe  United  Slates,  and  for  baiMiug 
ganlioaisj"  and, 

Jtettdped,  That  thin  Mil  pkM  as  amcniled. 

The  bill, enlitl*'d  "Ansel  luakingappriiprtniions 
flir  carry  inginioi  fleet  a  treaty  beiw  en  ibeOniled 
Siates  and  the  Chicbasair  tribe  of  Indiaaa,"  waH 
read  tbe  third  time  as  smendeti;  and, 

RemAatd,  Thai  ihii  bHi  pxm  with  amendment. 

The  bilr  to  alter  the  lime  for  the  next  meetiog 
of  Con^eiu,  was  read  thesetsond  time.  On  ihr 
queKiiDii,  Sliall  ihii.  bill  pas*  tu  the  third  readingf 
>. J... i — 1  ;,  ihg  negaijTe.    Bo  the  bill 


II  was  dvtermiued  ii 


a  lost. 

Sathbimv,  Af  lil  19. 

Ur.  BMrm.  of  Oiiio,  from  tbe  oonmlttea  to 
Wbom  was  rrterred,  on  the  15ih  inolaat,  ihe  bill, 
eniiilrd  ''An  aot  rvapcctraa  tbe  claims  lo  land  iq 
ihe  larfiana  Tvrritory  and  oiaie  of  Otaio,"  reporiml 
thf-biil  without  BiiiendineiiL 

On  fDoiJun,  the  bill  wb>  Mnended  by  atrAlog 
Ml  tbe  third  ■eclioa. 

Onkrtd,  TtM[ibi*bilt|M«Btoibtt  tbinl  nadiog 
m  aiaeitde^. 

Hr.  MiTOBiU,,  from  the  eomaaiitte  I*  whom 
wan  rtferreiJ,  un  the  18ih  irunaut,  the  bill,  ealiilei 
"An  act  repealing  tha  nets  laying  duiieii  «o  Mil 
and  cuniinuing  la  force,  for  a  furlhar  liaoe,  lb 
irat  TCaiiiw  of  ibe  ael,  entitled  'Aa  ici  further  i< 
imilrci  tbe  oomaaeraa  mid  neanen  tif  ibe  United 
•lalea  againM  Ibe  B'rbary  PvVtva,"  ni|i«rh!d 
bill  wtikiMit  aMtndDMDia, 


A  mesMife  fnim  lb*  Huuae  of  Bepr•^entativta 
ifurtneil  ibv  8  'naie  tbM  ibe  Huuh-  bare  paawd 

hill,  entitled  "An  ai-t  in  adJiiion  to  an  act.  rol^ 
tkd  'All  act  va  p  piemen  la  ry  l»  ihe  net  providing 
ror  a  Naeal  Prace  EmiibliKhmPDl.  and  fur  utbef 
purpOM-s;"  in  whirh  they  deMre  liie  coiicufene* 
'  Ihe  acuaie,  Tbvy  agree  10  sorMe.  and  dimigre* 
uiber,  ameadmenis  of  ihe  Sruate  ta  Ihe  bill, 
eotitled  "An  act  furiber  to  alter  and  estubliati 
oertaia  poM  ruada.  and  fur  other  purpiiaes}"  (hey 
hIsu  agreelOHumeof  iheaiiieoilmeiiU  wilbBinend- 
mental,  in  which  ihey  iMgnent  a  aunoiirrenee. 

The  bill  laat  hroogbt  ap  for  ooin-urreiiee  waa 
read   tlie  Ural  and   ■eoood   ttuMs   by   nnauiitMui 

mnent, 

Ordertd,  That  it  fmsn  to  ifae  third  mdinR,  and 

al  ii  Be  eummilied  tu  Mteara.  Tubnbb,  AoLMa, 
aaJ  Tract,  tu  cuaaider  and  report  ilierrun 

Tlie  Semite  looli  intu  cun.tidr ration  lb*  aiMod' 
menia  dtsa^rfed  lo  by  ibe  H>>i*«  of  RepreaeMia- 
[ires  to  ihe  bill,  rntiiled  "An  act  fuflber  lo  alter 
and  eslaMiNh  certain  pout  ruada,  and  tw  other 
purpnapaf  and, 

iioo/ied,  That  ibef  recede  frooi  the  amead* 
manls  dinagrecd  to.  and  agree  \a  the  Bmemlmeain 
of  tbe  Houne  of  RepteMuiaiivea  lo  ibeir  aaend' 

The  bill  for  ifae  relief  of  Hamel  Caramnlli  ww 
read  ihe  third  time. 

RemUvl,  Thai  this  bill  pna*.  ttiat  it  be  entr 
and  that  the  title  thereui  be,  "  An  act  for  iha  ii 
ptirary  relief  of  Hninet  Catnmalli." 

Mr.  MtTONiLL,  from  the  eomnitiee  W  wboni 
anm  referred  ihe  mrnMiial  of  ihe  gueeraura  vt 
New  York  boepitaL  pra*ina  fnnber  caaipena»' 
lion  fur  the  aick  aod  dinB bird  teamen  of  the  Uni- 
ted Siaiea,  r>-poried,  ibat,  oarmg  lu  the  great  uiffi- 
cnliy  of  making  at  present  a  brtier  ptuahnun  be 
nick  and  disabled  ■cameo  than  ihe  one  wbieh  now 
eli■I^  the  furiker  coDsideratMu  of  tbe  aubjeei  ba 
postponed  until  the  next  nesbiuo  of  Cungreaa)  sod 
ibe  repori  was  adopted. 

Mr.  fia^&wm,  frua  the  oamnailtae  towhas*  was 
referred,  ou  t^  ISih  iustaui,  ilie  bill,  eniiiled  "Ad 
act  concerning  [be  furiher  ufeifuard  of  venavls  la. 
Ihe  ticini[y  of  ihe  UniledSiaieHand  the  iciriiurii» 
lliereuf "  reported  the  bill  arithuui  ■mendwenl. 

Tbe  bill,  eiililled  "An  acl  la  pcoride  tur  lh« 
ndjui'lment  of  liilea  ot  land  in  ti>e  Tcrriiory  uf 
Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  tha 
third  iinie  ■«  Hmendcd. 

K^Uttd,  Tbai  ibiH  bill  paw  whh  ammdracBti^ 

A  Ui'vaage  from  the  Huu>«ot  Ri-preseulaiirea 
informed  Ihe  Senate  (hat  ihe  Huuae  diiMgree  i» 
theai]iendroeDI»of  ihe  Srnale  (o  the  btli.eiiiilird 
'An  act  oMkiug  appropriation  for  cirryiog  into 
•■fT-ci  a  Ireaiy  lietwren  the  United  Siain  and  iba 
ChickaMiw  tribe  f^  Induias''  and  adhere  tu  ilieir 
disagreement.  The  Houac  of  RenrtMuUiieca 
have  paas^  the  bill  Mnl  from  the  SvMle,  rati* 
tied  "Ansel  i»  regulate  aud  hi  the  aom|iett>«tioa 
uf  elerks,  and  for  ulher  purpuarV  with  unrwl- 
rttaiila.  in  which  iht-y  aak  ibe  eaneurrenee  ot  ibn 
aU-aaie.  They  agree  ui  ibe  eonfercnee  on  tbrir 
■meodmenia  tu  the  hill,  vBiiiltd  "Ao  act  making 
pMttiaiiM  for  ih«  ctmjwaaaikai  uf  wUiMaaes  who 
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■Uended  the  trial  of  the  iinpcaahmcnt  of  Samaet 
Cbaie,"  and  bBT«  appcioted  Maaagen  on  ibeir 
part. 

Th«  galleries  were  cleared,  and  tbe  doora  of  Ibe 
BeiMle  Cbaniber  eloaed  ;  ind,  arier  the  coos ider- 
aiJoa  of  the  coDficlcDUBl  fausineu,  the  bill,  enti- 
tled ''Ad  aei  in  adiiiiioo  loan  act,  eotitled  'Ad 
•ct  regulating  the  eranis  of  laod.  and  proridiog 
fur  the  diitpoMl  of  ibe  land*  of  the  Doited  Siatn 
•outh  of  the  SiBte  of  TeDoeaMe,"  waa  lead  ibe 
third  (ima. 

Bemdced,  Tfaatthta  bill  pats  with  ameadmeota. 

The  Senate  touk  into  cuntideraiion  the  resolu- 
tk>D  of  the  HuQie  of  BeprrEeDlaliffS,  adheriog 
to  their  diugreemeiit  to  the  a  mead  men  is  of  ibe 
8*nate  lo  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  ma kiog appro- 
priations for  carrying  into  efiiict  a  irratr  heiween 
the  Utiited  Statei  and  (he  CbickaMw  tribe  of  In- 
diana;" and 

Haolped,  That  the  Senate  adhera  to  ihair 
imrndmenta  to  the  uid  bill. 

The  Senate  took  in[oeuD(ideniioD  the  mm 
media  of  the  Huuie  of  Representatives  (O  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  r^ulate  and  Gz  the  com- 
peotalion  of  clerk*,  and  fur  other  pDrposes;"  and 
they  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  touk  into  eoaslderation,  as  it)  Com- 
miitee  of  ibc  Whole,  theamendnifDli  reported  to 
tlie  bill,  entitled  "An  act  repealing  the  acts  laying 
duties  OH  Mil,  and  cootinutDg  in  force,  for  a  fur- 
ther  tine,  the  first  seciiim  of  ike  act,  entitled  'Ad 
act  further  to  protect  the  cotninerce  and  seamen 
of  the  United  Slates  a^insi  the  Bdrbiry  Poweri, 
and,  on  maiioa  to  Fir  ike  out  ibe  first  tectioti.  it 
pBMed  in  the  effirmatiTe — yeai  16,  nays  9,  as  fol- 


Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Qaillatd,  HiRbonta,  Howlsnd,  Mae- 
li^,  Hoote,  Blona,  Snmtar,  TDrnar,  and  Wortkiogton. 


eordtnglf. 

OrtUrid,  That  this  bill  pass  to  i he  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

MoHDAT,  April  31. 

Thebill,  entitled  '^An  act  concerning  the  fnr- 
iher  ufeguard  of  vessels  in  the  riciDirv  of  ibe 
Uoiled  Slates  and  the  lerrituries  thereof,''  W»»  re- 
BOmed ;  end,  on  the  qaextion,  Shall  this  bill  pass 
lo  the  third  reading}  it  wus  determined  in  Ibe 
negaiive.    So  ihe  bill  was  loxi. 

The  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  respecting  the  claims 
to  land  in  the  Indiana  Territory  aod  State  uf 
Obio,"  was  rend  the  third  lime  ««  amendrd. 

Jteaobted,  Thai  ibis  bill  paaawitii  amendmenis. 

On  moiioa,  ibe  sereral  cummliice*  that  have 
vol  had  an  opportunity  to  perfect  their  report^ 
werediaeharged  i  and  ihemverHl  reports  nut  acted 
OB,  were  po>i|)otied  lo  the  nelt  semiuu  of  Oongreaib 

Mr.  TuRMaa,  fromhacwiamiitee  to  whom  wa»  : 


rrferred  on  the  19th  inviant,  the  bill,  entitled  '-An 
aei  in  addition  lo  an  act,  enliiled  'An  act  uipple- 
inenlary  to  the  act  provuHng  lor  a  Naval  Peaeo 
EntablinhmrDl,  and  fur  othrr  purposes,"  reported 
the  bill  with  amendmeiiia;  and  the  bill  bavinr 
becD  amended  accordiogly,  was  read  the  <hir3 

Jiett^vtd,  Thai  this  bill  pats  with  BmendmeDts. 

A  mesMge  frorn  the  Huuse  of  Represeotarires 
informed  ihe  Senaie  that  ihc  H«use  di~Bgre<^  to 
the  amendments  reported  to  the  bill,  eniiil»l  "Aa 
act  repealing  the  ads  laying  duties  on  >Blt,  and 
conlinuiiig  in  force  for  a  further  time  the  Gat 
sectiun  of  the  act,  enliiled  -An  ei;[  further  to 
protect  the  cunamerce  and  seamen  uf  ihe  United 
B^iast  the  Barbary  Powers;"  ihey  insist  on  theil 
disagreement,  ark  a  conference  thereon,  and  have 
appointed  managers  at  the  rame  on  their  part. 

The  Senate  look  into  cousideraiion  ihe  reaoln- 
laiion  of  the  House  of  Represeniaiives  proposing 
a  conference  on  the  amendment  lo  the  bill,  cd- 
litUd  ''An  aci  repealing  ihe  acts  laying  duiiea  oa 
sail,  and  continuing  in  force  for  a  further  lime  iba 
first  seclion  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  acl  further  lo 
pruiect  tbe  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
Stales  SKaiosl  the  Barbary  Powers:"  and 

Baolved,  TbAI  they  agree  lo  the  conference, 
and  that  Messrs.  Mitcbil^  and  Tract  be  man- 
agers at  the  tame  on  ihe  pari  of  Ibe  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  Huure  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Setiaie  thsi  ibe  Hoa-te  dii'agree  to 
Ibe  amendments  of  the  Senate  iti  the  bill,  eotided 
"An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 
supplementary  to  the  acl  providing  for  a  Naval 
Peace  Eaiablishment.  and  for  other  purposes;" 
they  insist  oo  tneir  disagreement,  ask  a  confer- 
ence  thereon,  and  have  appointed  managers  at  the 
same  on  their  parL  They  liave  passed  a  bill  sent 
from  the  Seoate,  entitled  "An  act  supplemf niarv. 
to  an  act  entitled  ^An  act  forascerteiuing  and  a<f- 
jualiog  the  titles  and  claims  tu  land  within  the 
Territory  orOrleansaud  the  district  uf  Louisiana," 
with  an  amendmrnt,  in  which  they  ask  ibe  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  [he  resolii' 

tion  of  the   Huuse    of  Representatives  asking  a 

conference  to  the  amendment  to  tbe  hilt,  entiiled 

lo  sci  in  addition  tu  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 

:pplemeniar^  to  the  act  proriding  fur  a  Naval 

Peace  Estabtishnteni,  and  for  other  purposeaf 

Jieaolfed,  That  they  agree  to  the  eooference, 
and  thai  Messrs.  Wrioht  and  Tkaot  be  mana- 
gers on  the  part  of  the  S«iaie. 

The  Senate  prooeeded  to  consider  the  aioeod' 
ment  of  Ihe  Huuse  of  Represeniaiives  to  the  bilL 
eolilled  ''An  act  supplsmentary  to  an  act,  entitled 
An  act  for  BsceriaiDing  and  adiusting  the  tiilea 
ind  claims  to  land  wiibin  tbe  Territory  of  Or- 
leani  and  disirici  of  liiuisiana." 

Reaotoed,  Th«i  they  concur  therein. 
Ou  motion,  it  was 

JiewlMd,  That  Messrs.  White  and  AtuMa  b« 

eammiiiee  oo  ike  part  of  the  Senate,  wiih  sock 

at  the  Hoo^e  of  RefKeseaiBiires  may  join,  to  WKit 

ihe  President  of  the  United  Suuen  and  avtiff 
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him  ibat,  onl^M  he  may  have  any  Torther  eom- 
■nuDicBiioDv  to  miibe  lo  [he  two  HuDses  of  Con- 
gress, ihey  arr  ready  lo  adjouro, 

Mr.  Whiqbt  reporied  rrom  ihe  mana^rs  at  the 
coofereoce  uo  ihv  bill,  eotjiled  "An  act  in  adJicion 
loan  aci,  eotitled 'An  act  BUpplementary  to  ibe 
•el  proTiding  for  a  Naval  Peace  Esiabluhmeai, 
and  for  olherjiurposcs."     Whereupon, 

JteMolvtd.  That  [he  Senate  recede  from  their 
■meDdruvni  dingreed  to  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
•eDtBtiTei*. 

Mr.  Mitch  ILL  reported  from  the  managerp  nt 
the  eonfereace  on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  re- 
peslio^  the  act*  luyini  duties  on  rait,  and  cootin- 
ning  in  tbrce  for  ■  tarlher  time  the  firi<[  section 
of  the  act,  eDiiiled  'An  act  further  to  protect  the 
cotnmerce  and  senmen  of  the  Uoilrd  Statei 
agaiDM  the  Barbury  Powem  "     Whereupon, 

JUiolved,  Tiiat  the  Svnaie  adhere  to  their 
Hmeodnient  disagreed  to  by  the  Huaie  of  Repre- 
•ea  Tali  Ben. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  art  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Slate  of  Nunh  Carolina."  be  postponed  until  the 
next  session  of  Congress. 

Raolvfd.  That  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  so p- 
plenieotary  lo  ihe  act.  eniiiled  "An  act  regulating 
the  grants  of  land  appropriated  for  the  refueffs 
from  the  Biiliab  ptorincea  of  Canada  and  Nova 


Seotio,"  be  postponed  nniil  the  oest  session  of 
Congress, 

A  messaae  from  the  House  of  Representatirea 
informed  iTie  Senate  that  ibe  House  bare  ap- 
pointed a  cnmniiliee  on  th^ir  part  to  wait  on  the' 
President  of  the  Untied  Slates  and  notify  him  of 
the  intended  recess  of  Oungress. 

A  messaee  from  the  House  of  Represent* I i Tea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House,  having  fin- 
ished the  haziness  before  them,  are  about  to 
adionrn. 

Mr.  White,  from  the  committee,  reported  that 
they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales,  who  informed  ibem  ihal  he  had  no  fur- 
ther communieatioiM  to  make  lo  the  (wo  Hunsca 
of  Congress. 

On  motiun,  that  everything  in  the  Journal  rela- 
tive to  the  meinurials  of  S.  O.  O/den  and  Wil- 
liam Smith  be  expunited  therefrom,  it  passed  in 
the  affirmniive— yt-as  13,  nays  8.  as  follows: 

rill— Messrs.  Adair,  Condit,  Oilman,  KitcbeJ.  Lo- 
gan, Mitchill,  Smith  of  Msrvlud,  Bmith  of  New  7ork, 
Stons,  Thraston,  Turner,  Worthington,  snd  Wright. 

Nxi»— Mown.  Ailsms,  Baldwin.  HUlbouse,  Pick- 
niaK,  Plnmer,  Smith  of  Ohio,  TnMjr,  and  While. 

Ordered.  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
of  RepreieniaiiTes  that  the  Senate,  having  fin- 
ished the  business  before  them,  are  about  to 
sdjoarn. 

Whereupon,  the  Senaleadjourued  without  day. 
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FfiOCEfiBINGS  AND  ABATES 


nOUSB  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  07  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE  FDUrr  BEBSIOIt  OF  THE  NINTH  CONOREBS,  BEGDN  AT  THE  CtTT  OF 
WABHJNOTON,  UBCEMBER  %,  IMW. 


MoMBiT.  Dfcambrr  S.  IMS. 

Thin  bridK  ibr  daf  appoiiiH^.  tij  thi^  CnBdiln 

ti<Mi  fur  ilie  annual  ran  ling  of  CunvrcM,  ihr  foi- 

liiwing  membrni  nf  (h>'  H  •ii^tr  of  R"(iiVHnliiii*n 

appt'srvd,  t'odaceil  llieif  credeatialSgBiMi  took  then 

From  Ntw  flbMp«lw*-^:)M  Bvttan,  Caleb  Bilk, 
David  HoBfli,  SamuBl  Tm»m7,  uti  ThomM  W. 
Tbmnpioli. 

From  iKvMchiMU*— Joaeph  Bu-kn,  Bambu  Bid- 
woll,  Ptmnaal  Biakam  Jahn  UbaoMer.  OrchanI  Cook, 
Jacob  CiDWBinibieM,  Richwil  CnUa,  WiWaM  Ely, 
iMtab  L.  Qieen.  Jcaraiiab  Nelaatt,  Jaaiah  Quio^,  Bb- 
•nei»  SaaTsr,  Samnat  Tiggut,  Josfph  B.  Vaniupi, 


i  Peleg  Wadawunb. 
From  RAode 
Btuiton. 
Fn 


JtAwJ— Nehmniab  Kniglu,  and  Joaeph 

From  CmnteHeut — Bamuri  W.Ihna,  Jahn  DiTen- 

t. jr..  Jonathan  O.  MokIj.  John  Cotton  Smith,  LewU 
I.  StuTgei,  and  Banjamin  Taltniidge. 

From  Ya-mont — Manin  Chnteoden,  Jvnra  EHiot, 
Jamac  Fuk.  and  Gideon  Otia. 

From  Nem  York—ii^a  Blake,  it..  Hlai  Balae;, 
Joa'ab  Maatar*.  Uurdon  S.  Mamfiird,  Jsho  RuneH, 
FeMtBaiUj.TbmnaaiaaiBBiaiia,  MaM  h  e.SdlDnelDan, 
"     ■  ■  —        ,,  i;ri  Tmcj,  Killiaa  H. 


Froat  Ftmntvhwmit  Iwac  Aadwaoa.  David  Bard, 
RobMt  BroKD.  J«i^  Claj.  Fndaiirt  Uannd,  WillUm 
Fiadler.  Andiaw  Qngg,  Michael  Uib,  John  Pugh. 
JohD  Baa,  Jacob  Riebai^  John  8inili«,  Samnal  BmUh, 
Jubn  WhilahUI,  and  Rohert  W  hitrhiU. 

Fmnn  JfinvAoMf— Mm  Caai^lJ,  Leoaard  Caring- 
ton  Uharle*  Uoldiboronih.Patnrk  MuruJat,  Wdlwm 
McCreaij,  Nicholas  R.  Uoore,  and  Joaeph  H.  Kich- 

From  Fi>pnu»— Bnrwetl  Baaaet,  John  Claibome, 
John  Cloptoa,  John  Dawaon.  Johu  W.  Eppaa.  Ji 
M.  Oarnrtt,  Petrtun  Ooodwjn,  David  Haioiea. . 
Q.  JackaoD,  Joaapb  Lawia,  jr.,  John  Mottok.  T^omaa 
Ma*ton.  jr.,  John  RandoMi,  ThomM  M.  Raikdolph, 
John  Smith,  Philip  R.  Thompaon,  and  Alaiander 
Wilaoa. 

From  Kentvdtff—Oeotgt   Mtdwal  Badingar,  and 


From  NerA  CaroSi^  WiHia  A)atoB.jr„  Tbomaa 
Bl  unt,  Jamai  Hotlanil,  Tbomaa  Kernaji,  Nathantd 
Maoon,  Rirhanl  SlanEanl,  Manaaduka  Willlama,  Joa. 
Winaton,  and  Tbomai  Wynni. 

Ftvm  7%nnMM«— William  Dickaon,  and  John  Rhea. 

From  Souih  Carolina — Levi  Caiaj,  Bliaa  Earl^ 
Thantaa  Moore,  and  David  R.  Wilt  ame. 

From  Georgia — Fetar  Eatly,  Uo«la«  M«ad,  and 
Daiid  Meriwether. 

From  Ohio — Jeremiah  Morroir. 

Dtkgatt  fiom  At  Mittiuippi  tTarilory — WilUan 
Lattimore. 

And  a  qaoTMoa,  c0BMi.tinic  of  a  mnjoriij  gf  the 
whole  Dumber,  brjag  present,  ilie  Huu>«  procivd* 
iKl.hyl'dilot,  (oib«cl>oitieuraSpt«kei ;  and,  iip.ia 
examtninK  Ibv  balloio.  a  niaj<irit)r  of  iht-  votrt  of 
tiie  whuJe  Hjuie  was  fuiMd  iu  faforur  NiTaaHtBi, 


led  [u  Ibp  Chair, from  wh<'iicv  he  iiiaJehM 
acknowjedgmenia  lo  ihe  Elouic  an  foilownt 

"G«ni^rnMn .'  Acoept  nj  aiocera  dianka  for  the  bonor 
JOB  have  aonfnreil  on  ma.  Porni.t  nw  lo  aaanre  jo«^ 
that  ai  uunoat  endeavoia  will  b«  eiert«d  to  diachatfa 
tbo  dntiaa  of  the  Chair  with  fidelity,  iinp>rtial.ij,  and 
inilu*tT7i  and  that  I  ihall  rely  with  confldenov  on  tb* 
liberal  and  candid  aupport  ol  the  fiouae.'' 

TIm  Houae  prucwdKl,  in  the  i^me  iDanner,  M 
thea['p<iiiitmentuf  a  n|eik;  and.  upuDHamiBiDf 
tt\r  ballot!,  a  majoriiy  of  the  viri««  of  the  wiwla 
Hiin<«  was  fuanJ  in  favor  of  John  Beokley. 

The  oetb  to  suppurt  ihr  CuiisdPUiioa  of  the 
Uniifd  StatfB  as  prcM-ribrd  by  ihe  arl,  PDiiiIrd 
"An  ae<  lu  rpjKula'e  ihe  timp  aod  niaantT  uf  ad- 
niiiiiRi<>ring  crrtsin  oBthp."  wax  Bdmiiiisirrt^  bj 
Mr.  NicBOLson  oneufthfReprfi-fniBtiTeaforibe 
St'iie  of  Maryland,  lu  Ihe  Spvakcr ;  and  llirn  ihe 
■  T)^  oitH  >ir  alfiriiiBiioti  wa^i  adminisiertrd  by  Mr. 
Spkahbb  )«  all  ih«  mi-infotTii  p<«»-Qi. 

Toe  !4me  oath,  ro^ibfr  wirh  ihe  oath  of  oflhn 
priaeribed  by  the  laid  iM-iit^  act.  wer«  akiu  ad- 
minim-red  bv  Mr.  Spsaker  id  Hip  Cli-rk. 

Onlertd,  Thai  a  MinoaHe  be  m-dI  to  the  SeMtt 
10  rnfurio  I  hem  ibai  a  qtii>TuniorihM  H'  u«pia>a- 
aemblcd,  and  have  eleciwl  NAiaaMiu.  Uacok,  «>• 
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of  the  RrprearnUiiTeH  Tur  North  Cirolina,  (b^ir 
Speaker  ;  and  ibal  ihe  Clerk  pf  ibia  Huuie  do  go 
WJih  ihe  .•■id  meKxage. 

A  nesKSge  frum  [he  SeDflCeiDformed  tbeHui 
thita  quorum orihi; Senate  JFa&sembled  and  ready 
to  proci-fKl  tn  buKiness;  snd  ibai,  in  the  abieoce 
or  ibe  Vice  Prcsideut  oI  ihe  United  Sialee, 
Senate  bare  elected  tbe  honorable  SihiielSmitb 
lb«ir  President  pro  tempore:  the  Senate  bare  r^ 
■oUed  (bal  two  Chapliinsjordifferent  deBumina- 
tioDii,  be  appointed  to  CungreHi,  lor  the  pre:<eiit 
tessiun,oiic  by  eacfa  House,  vrhusballinterebauge 
Tetkty.  The  Senate  have  a;<poioietl  a  commii- 
tee  on  their  part,  juiotly,  with  aiich  committee  as 
mMj  be  appointed  on  tbe  part  of  this  Houap,  (o 
wait  on  the  Phgbidekt  OF  the  United  Stateb, 
aod  inform  him  itiat  a  quorum  or  the  twoHou»e; 
ia  assembled,  and  ready  lo  receive  any  conimuni- 
caiion  that  he  may  be  plea!«fl  to  make  to  them. 

AetoftAi,  ThatMr.JoBNRANDOLt-B.Mr.CiMP- 
BEi.Lof  Maryland,  aod  Mr.  Crowmnshield,  be 
appointed  ■  cominittee,  on  the  pan  of  this  [Juuxe, 
Vinily,  with  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  oPTaE  Uniteh 
States,  and  inform  him  lOHt  a  quurum  of  thi 
(wuHou^-es  is  assembled,  and  ready  (o  receive  an] 
communication  that  he  may  be  plrased  to  maki 
to  Ihem.  .       ^ 

The  House  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to iheap- 
pointmeol  of  a  Sergeani-«i-Arms  tu  Ibis  House  ; 
and,  upon  examining  the  ballots,  a  niajoriiy  oftbe 
Votes  uf  the  whole  House  was  found  io  Javor  of 
JosBPB  Wbeatoh. 

Boohed,  Tbat  Tbohab  Claxtor  be  tppoioi' 
cd  Doorkeeper,  and  Taohas  Dohn  Aisiotaai 
Doorkeeper  of  ibis  Hou^. 

AMoJMtf,  Tbat  the  Rulesand  Orders  eMablished 
by  the  Ute  House  of  Repreteotativex.  ubill  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  be  the  Rules  and  Orders  of 
jtroceeding  lo  be  obserred  in  this  House,  until  a 
KTisJODorBlterRtlan  of  Ihe  same  shall  take  place. 

Ordered,  Tbat  a  commiitee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  report  saeh  staodicg  rules  and  orders  of 
Koceedings  as  are  proper  to  be  observed  in  this 
Duse;  aodihHiMr.  Vabnuh, Mr.  Dawson. Mr. 
Tallxadoe,  Mr.  GREoa,  and  Mr.  HoLt^Aitu,  be 
the  said  commiitee. 

Tiie  following  committees  were  appointed,  pur - 
nant  toibeBtandiDg  rule  and  orders  of  the  House, 
Tilt: 

Qmmittee  of  WayM  and  Jl/eana— Mr.  Johx 
Randolfr.  Mr.  NicBOLBON.  Mr.  Joseph  Ci^ay, 
Mf.  Qdinct,  Mr.  Mbbiwethbb,  Mr.  DiCMow, 
and  Mr.  Mohely. 

Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufaciurei — 
Mr.  CBOWNiNaaLKi,D|  Mr.  M'Cbeebt,  Mr.  Leib, 
Mr.  EABLY.Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Newtom,  and  Mr. 

UUHPORD. 

Coimniitee  of  EUctiow~Ur. Fihdlby,  Mr.  Ei^ 
MRS,  Mr.  Effbs.  Mr.  Cuittemdeh,  Mr.  Bcbdne- 
HAK,  Mr.  BiDWELL.  and  Mr,  Ellis. 

CommiUe^ of  Cfatnw— Mr.  Johb  C.  SiitTfl,  Mr. 
BoLHEB,  Mr.  BBniitaBit,  Mr.  Stakpord,  Mr. 
Staktom.  Mr.  MooHB  of  Maryland,  Bud  Mr. 
JtlooBB  of  BoaihCuoliDt. 


CommiltfeofReviaaiand  Unfinitked  B 
Mr.  Tennby,  Mr.  Alston,  and  Mr.  Claiborrb. 

Seioleeii,  That  ■  comtniitee  be  appointed,  to 
consiri  of  ihri'e  membrrs,  to  be  styled  the  ''  Com- 
miitee of  Accuunis,"  whose  duty  it  shall  be  10 
superintend  and  control  the  eipenditure  of  the 
coulingeni  fund  uf  the  House  of  Kepresentatirei, 
aud  lo  audit  and  settle  all  Ihe  acconais  which 
may  be  charged  thereon. 

Aod  a  committe"  was  appoiniei}.  of  Mr.  Cob^ 
RAD.  Mr.  Datenfort,  and  Mr.  Cdtts. 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  Huum  a  letter 
from  the  Oieik,  accompanying  a  report  of  bia 

eoceedin^H,  in  obedience  to  a  resoluiion  of  th« 
uuae,  ut  Ihe  Iweniy-eighth  day  of  Februarr 
last,  for  leiling  to  the  loweht  bidder  the  priming 
work  and  supplies  of  stationery  far  the  uie  of  the 
House,  togriher  wiib  sundry  documents  rei-peciing 
the  same. — Referred  to  the  Commitiee  of  Ac- 
counts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tbohas, 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  be  appoinled  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  amendments  are 
necesrairy  to  be  mxde  in  Ihe  act*  esiablishiog  a 
Piwi  Office  and  Post  Roads  wilbia  the  Uniied 
Slates;  and  ihal  tke  said  eummittee  have  leave 
to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwi  e; 

And  a  coDUniiiee  was  appointed,  of  Mr.  Tao* 
MAS.  Mr.  RoBBBT  Wbitehill.  Mr.  Bbtton,  Mr. 
Uooeb,  Mr.  Elliot,  Mr.  Kniobt,  Mr.  SriiaoBa, 
Mr.  CoviNOTOif,  Mr.  Oi.opton.  Mr.  Saifopoaii, 
Mr.  Williams  of  North  Oarolioa,  Mr.  Rasa  <fi 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Williams  of  Sonih  Carolina, 
Mr.  Meade,  Mr.  Morrow  of  Obio,  Mr.  Sotrra- 
ARD,  end  Mr.  Lewis. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Hotue  cans* 
tbe  members  to  be  furnished,  dnrJog  tbe  presieut 
session,  with  three  new:<papera  to  each  member, 
such  as  the  members,  res tiecti rely,  shall  choose, to 
be  delivered  al  their  loadings;  and  that  if  any 
member  shall  choose  to  taieany  newspaper  oiber 
than  a  daily  paper,  he  shall  be  furniiihed  with  a* 
nuajr  of  such  papers  a*  (ball  not  exceed  the  price 
of  a  daily  paper. 

Mr.  JoBN  Rahbolpb.  from  the  joint  oommittei 
appuinted  to  wail  on  the  Preitdeni  of  tbe  United 
State*,  and  notify  him  that  a  qnonHB  af  the  twa 
HouKs  i«  asaemblad,  imported  tbat  the  commiaeo 
h|(l  performed  thai  service]  and  ibat  the  PrcM- 
itm  signjled  lo  ihem  Itai  he  wonld  mike  a  com- 
iDtinicatlan  to  ibis  House  to-morrow, all wdva 
o'clock,  by  wij  of  Message. 

Tubs  DAT,  December  3. 

veral  other  members,  lo  wit  r  AsaAM  TRtoo, 
from  Virginia;  Oeohob  W.Campbell. from  Ten- 
■e ;  aud  Robert  Masidn,  from  South  Caro- 
,  appeared,  pioduced  their  credentials,  an4 
look  their  teats  in  ihe  House. 

Tbe  House  proceeded  lo  consider  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate  for  ihe  appointment  of  two  Chap- 
'-ios  ol  CongreM  for  (be  present  seraiuo,  one  b]r 
ch  House,  to  iDterrhange  weekiy,BndcoDeurred 
itb  the  Senate  therein. 
A  Message  waa  received  from  the  Preaidant  ct 
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Refanmce  qfUu  Pmid^nl't  MtMOgt. 


U.o>  H. 


(vo  the  state  of  the  Uotoo.    (Fir  tbis 

SensK  pruewdiBfi  «f  ihia  day's  date,  ante,  page 

»■] 

Mr  JoBM  Rakdolpb,  rrom  the  Commillrc  of 
Wayi  Bad  McaiM,  pmeated  a  bHI  'mtkint  an 
a4diiii»al  approprfattoD  fcir  lit*  Nnval  sprrKe, 
doriBf  ibe  jttr  one  tbonsaod  cii^ht  hundred  and 
ivp ;  irtiich  ms  rrad  twier,  and  eoramiited  to  ■ 
CommiitM  of  (h«  Whole  immediately. 

The  Hunse,  accnrdingly,  rtsolTcd  itjietf  into  the 
aaid  Comniiuer ;  and,  after  some  timr  upeui 
tliprein,  (be  bill  wa«  reporiH  with  in  aroendmpai 
Ihereio ;  wlijeh  was  twice  read,  aod  agreed  lo  by 
the  H..i],.>. 

Ortlend.  That  the  nid  bill,  with  the  amend- 
meoi,  be  engrosned,  and  read  the  third  time  tu- 


Sev  and  PiMt  Roads  be  inttrui'ted  lo  inquire  whe- 
Ihrr  any,  aod  what,  abuse  exists  of  the  privilege 
of  franking  letter:!;  and  to  report  such  prori^iiua 
aa^n  their  npinioa.  Will  tend  to  remedy  the  aame. 
The  Houie  adjuarned. 


Weskbidat,  Deeemher  4. 

Two  other  membera,  to  wit :  John  AacBBa. 
from  Marylnnd,  and  Wiluum  Botlbb,  from 
Boiilh  Carolina.ajipeared,  produced  their  ctediea- 
tiuLi,  and  tuok  th>>ir  sualt  in  the  Hoi^e. 

Ao  engrossed  bill  making  an  addiiiopal  appro- 
priaiiiin  Tor  the  Naral  MrvJc&  during  the  ysar 
OD«  thou^wud  eight  hundred  ana  fire,  was  read  the 
third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  Hoafe  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  theappoint- 
meat  of  a  Chaplain  10  Caagreo,  oo  the  part  ef 
this  Huuse.  aod,  upon  eiamiaing  the  ballots,  a 
majonif  of  the  votes  of  the  whole  Hoaie  was 
found  in  favor  of  the  Revereod  Mr.OuRDT. 

A  memnrixl  of  the  LegiAlaiive  Couocil  and 
House  of  EtepreHntaiirf*  of  the  MisnissiMii  Ter- 
riiorr  was  preMoted  to  the  Hiiase  and  read,  pray- 
ing ibat  a  reasoaable  time  may  be  alluwed  to  the 
preemption  claimants  for  land  within  the  said 
Terriiory,  under  the  authority  of  tbe  art  of  Con- 
grera  of  the  tbird  of  March,  one  thouHod  eight 
Ouodretl  and  three,  to  make  payment  for  tbe  first 
insialroeni  dae  for  the  said  land  on  the  fint  of 
January  OfXi.  after  the  date  of  the  CEriiScate  to 
be  ErnDted  therefor. 

Also,  the  Mtiiioo  of  sundry  inhabiianii  of  the 
Miixissippi  Territory,  praying  a  ri^bl  of  pre'cmp- 
lion  as  oceupants  or  certain  public  lands  wfaieb 
ther  have,  srreratlv,  improved  and  settled. 

Ordered,  That  toe  said  memorial  and  petition, 
togeiher  wiih  the  memorial  and  petition  of  the 
Lpgislaiive  Ciiuncil  and  House  of  Ri-presenta lives 
of  the  MiM<istiippi  Territory,  which  wi>re  presenteil 
to  this  HouM  un  the  twenty  fifth  of  January  las', 
beseverally  referred lo Mr.  ThosiabM  R&NOOlpb 
Mr.  Lattimore,  Mr.  Shiuc,  Mr.  Oum,  and  Mr. 

TAQnftRT. 

9lh  Com.— It 


FREMDENTrB  MBWAaE. 

On  motion  ofMr.  J.  Randolph,  the  Houxe  rt~ 
Milved  itself  into  a  Commiiire  iif  the  Wliole  ott 
■be  -late  of  ihe  Union,  Mr.  Varno*  in  the  Ch»?r. 

Mr.  J.  RiHDOt^B  tiered  the  I'olluwing  reaoln- 

1.  Keaohtd,  That  so  mneh  of  the  Message  of  Om 
Prerident  of  tbe  United  Butas,  u  relates  to  the  lutiject 
oTqaanntHM  and  health  laws,  be  referrad  Ut  the  Conik 
inittM  of  Canmereeand  Manufartarea. 
.  S.  Rmhtd,  That  so  mch  of  tbe  Menate  Af  Oh 
Prmidenlef  tbe  Uitiwd  Stales  aanlaCes  to  the  aggre^ 
•■MM  eoBMtklad  on  oar  taasta  by  fMeign  armed  Tea- 
sels 1  lo  tha  defence  of  ow  porta  aad  harbors ;  to  thb 
bnilding  of  aevui^-lbar-gun  aUpa ;  ami  M  tbe  (vohifait- 
ing  tbe  eiportatiOD  at  arm*  and  amasuMiiiMi ;  b«  nM- 
red  u  aaeloet comtnittM. 

3.  Raohed,  That  ■>  nadk  of  tha  Maasage  of  Ibc 
ProsidoDi  of  the  (loilad  StatM  as  telatea  to  the  aTgav>- 
ization  and  classification  of  tba  militia,  and  to  tha  aug- 
menisttan  of  our  laud  forces,  be  reierted  to  «  aekct 
committee. 

i.  Boohed,  That  so  mncb  of  the  Message  of  Iha 
President  of  tbe  United  Sutes  as  relates  to  uur  Nival 
Peace  Bstabliiduneot,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Previnus  to  a  decisinn  un  these  rijsolulioiii',  Mr. 
BinwELL  rose  and  said  th.>t  it  was  his  wish  to 
ijfler  an  additional  re^oluiion  rtktive  to  a  subject 
not  embraced  in  them. 

Tbe  Chaihhan  observed  that  the  resoluiiona 
Grsi  oflVrcd  muKt.  in  poiniof  urder.be  first  decidfj 
upon,  after  which  the  resolution  alluded  lo  ciiul4 
be  received,  or  it  might  be  read  in  argument  wtiile 
ihrv  were  under  consideration. 

The  furegoing  resuluiioBs  were  then  severally 
read,  and  agreed  to  witbuui  a  division. 

Mr.  NtCHOLsoN  said  he  would  ufTer  another 
resolution,  the  substance  of  which  was  out  em* 
braced  in  the  resuluiions  submitted  by  bis  ftieod 
from  Virginia, viz: 

Baoietd.  That  so  nnch  of  the  HcMage  of  Ib^ 
President  of  the  United  Sutea  as  relates  tg  the  con- 
duct of  the  belligerent  Powers  towards  the  Units^ 
States,  and  to  the  unjustifiable  oonitructioD  ktelj  given 
by  some  of  tbem  to  tbe  law  of  nalions,  as  it  regstda 
theiighla  of  neutrals,  be  referred  to  the  Oomnitlee  itf 
Waya  and  Mestia. 

Mr.  BinwELb  aaid  this  resolatioo  embraced,  in 
some  measure,  his  object }  but.  as  it  did  not  ex- 
actly enmport  with  it,  h«  wuuld  take  tbe  libwrtf 
of  readinz,  by  way  of  argument,  tbe  reaolutio^ 
which  be  had  prepared.  Mr.  B.  then  read  tbt 
futluwing  resulutioD : 

Saoiw^  That  so  mndtd"  the  Ueeaage  of  tbe  Prest. 
dent  of  the  United  States  AS  relates  to  ui juries  done  to  i^p 
asanautral  nation,  by  Uie  interpolation  of  new,  un^nal^ 
and  unacknowledged  principles  ioln  the  tswofnstieiu^ 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  inslrnction  t»- 
inquite  in  n hat  respects,  and  to  what  eitsnt,  onr  neii> 
tral  rights  bsve  thus  been  violated,  and  what  legislntiva 
measaresthetnteintenwtefthe  United  Statea  reqQtrea 
locoonterset  stieh  violAtioiis. 

Mr.  BiDWGLL  remarked  thai  this  resolution  went 
Turiher  than  that  offered  by  the  gentleman  fruni 
Maryland.  So  far  as  that  resolution  went  it  met 
bis  jdew.    But  be  thought  it  uogbi  to  go  further  | 
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luld  afterward 

,        . _lw  reisoD  for 

thinktn^  ihe  Houk  ought  to  go  ruriher  wu  (bis: 
We  bare  been  inrornied  by  Ibe  PresideDt  th&i 
new  priocipln  bare  been  iDierpolited  bjr  foreign 
Powers  into  the  law  of  nalioni.  Wbal  these 
winciplesare  is  doI  stated,  except  In  oaeiastaoc?. 
To  what  eiieoi  ihey  hare  been  carried,  we  are 
not  ioformed.  We  bare,  it  is  true,  out'door  io' 
forination  on  the  subject,  but  not  of  auch  a  oaturt 
*■  to  justify  our  acting  in  our  Irgislatire  capacity. 
.These  principles,  a*  wtli  as  the  injuries  we  hare 
.roceived,  were,  in  bis  opinion,  a  proper  subject  for 
the  iuTestigation  of  a  committee. 
■  Hr.  NicHoi^ON  (aid  be  could  not  conceive  in 
-what  the  two  rewilutioM  differed,  except  in  laa- 
gnage.  They  both  embraced  the  Mme  object.  In 
one  respect  only  ihey  differed.  While  the  r&<o]u- 
tioit  of  the  fjentleman  from  Masnachuaetts  refer- 

4t'd  ll>e  subject  to  a  select  coramitlee,  bis  owo 
teaolution  referred  it  to  the  Cominittee  of  Ways 

.  KDd.&I^B"*-  The  inrestigaiion  eontpmpiated  by 
the  gKnileman  could  be  ai  well  made  by  ibe  Com- 
oaiiiee  of  Ways  and  Means,  as  by  a  select  eom- 
mitlee.  Nor  was  it  necessary  for  this  purpose  lo 
five  them  anyiDStructions,  Ifihesubject  required 
.  .ID rest iga lion,  it  would  be  their  duly  to  make  it. 
and  to  lay  the  result  of  the  inreaiigaiiun  before 
the  House.  It  would  be  allowed,  that  it  was  a 
subject  in  which  the  revenue  was  mosi  deeply  in- 
terested,and  as  such  properly  the  province  of  tbe 

-  Corainiitee  of  Ways  and  Means,  For  bis  own 
part,  said  Mr.  N.,  be  could  have  no  objection  to 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Masxachu- 
•ettf ;  but,  as  bis  own  resolution  embraced  tbe 
•arne  object  and  went  to  the  rame  extent,  be  per- 

•  Ceived  no  reason  aeainM  adopiiog  it. 

Mr.  QniHCT  could  ddi  agree  that  the  resolution 

•^Kred  br  ihe  gentleman  from  Maryland  either 
embracen  the  same  object,  or  weoi  to  the  same 
fength  with  that  proposed  by  his  colleague.  He 
thought  that  offered  by  his  colleague  far  prefera- 
ble, an  it  was  more  extensive  in  its  views  He  was 
of  opinion, that,  whatever  committee  wasappoint- 
ed  should  investigate  the  naiuie  of  the  principles 
alluded  to  in  the  Message,  as  well  as  the  mea!>ures 
referred  to.  The  CommitteeofWaysand  Means 
Were  not  bound  lo  make  a  special  report  on  tbe 
■ubject;  they  misht  content  themselves  with  a 
general  one;  and  it  might  be  necessary  afterward 
to  appoint  a  new  committee  lo  make  ine  requisite 
tnvestigBtioQ.  Mr.  ^-  was  the  more  aniinus,  as 
he  thought  ii  neees9ar][  that  a  complete  invrsti 
gation  sbould  be  made  in  the  House  of  the  natnre 
and  extent  of  the  principles  referred  to  in  the 

,  Mr.  Elliot  said  he  did  not  perfectly  under- 
•tand  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  when  he  lotd 
them  that  the  subject  contemplated  to  bereferred, 
.aaturally  and  exclusively  fell  w  thin  ibe  proper 
juricdiction  of  the  Conimitteeor  Ways  and  Means. 
^  It  wuuld  be  a<imiited,  on  all  hands,  that  the  sub- 

t'ect  was  not  only  important,  but  likewise  novel, 
)ar  attention  is  forcibly  called,  in  Ihe  Message,  to 
this  an  a  subject  of  tbe  first  importance; 
<*  New  piDcapUa,  loo,  hava  bean  i&lwpcdal«d  inta 


Ibe  law  of  nations,  ibnnded  neitlicr  in  janice  nor  OM 
DHg«  or  acknowladginenl  of  nations.  According  t* 
IhMe,  a  belligerent  tdiM  lo  itaelf  ■  commerce  with 
its  own  onemj,  which  it  denies  to  a  neutral,  on  iha 
ground  of  its  aiding  that  enemy  in  the  war.  But 
r«B*on  mvolta  at  such  an  inconatstenc;,  and  iha 
neutral  having  equal  rigbt  with  the  bailigcnnt  to  Aw 
cids  Iha  question,  the  inlerMts  ^onr  oonititu«nts, and 
ths  duty  of  maintaining  Iha  .authority  of  naaon,  Iha 
only  umpire  between  juit  nations,  impMa  on  u  rha 
obligation  of  providing  so  eflectnal  and  dBlermined  op. 
poaition  to  a  doctrina  lO  injurious  to  ths  rights  of  peaca- 
ablo  natians." 

Our  attention  is  called  to  the  important  point  of 
new  interpolations  into  tbe  law  of  natinna,  or  in 
other  words,  to  the  adoption  by  the  Government 
of  one  or  more  foreign  Powers  of  what  ia  consid- 
ered as  a  modiBeatioo  of  the  ancient  laws  of  na- 
tions, as  accommodating  them  to  their  witho^ 
and  as  introducing  aew  principlea  which  they 
wish  to  impose  upon  ntber  nations.  Huw  a  sut>- 
jecl  so  important  naturally  and  necessarily  betongi 
to  the  Comroiitee  of  Ways  and  Means,  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  say.  But,  lays  Ihe  gentle- 
man, it  w  a  que.<tion  of  revenue.  How  su7  It 
may  affect  the  revenue  incidentally  ;  but  ibeqoes- 
tiou  of  revenue,  from  its  comparative  unimport- 
ance, is  al  once  merged  and  lost  in  Ibe  more  im- 
portant question,  whether  we  shall  passively 
submit  to  the  inlmductiun  of  new  princifiles  to  be 
imposed  upon  neutrals,  by  any  Government  what- 
ever,  however  powerful  or  extensive  its  influence. 
On  this  subject,  Mr,  B,  said,  he  (hou^t,  at  it  a{^- 
peared  by  the  Mesr^ge  the  Eiecutive  thoueht, 
thtit  it  possessed  ^reat  importance  in  it>elf.  Nor 
did  he  conceive  it  possible  lo  present  any  view 
more  important  than  that  taken  by  the  resolution 
of  the  sentleman  from  Massaehusetta.  He  ae- 
knowledi;ed  that  the  Committee  of  Wayn  and 
Means  were  fully  competent  to  an  investigation 
of  tbe  subject;  in  their  ability  to  inveiiignie  it,  he 
had  fnll  conSdeuce,  But  he  thongbi  they  had 
sufficient  business  in  their  proper  spbere  to  occupy 
their  ailentinn.  For  these  reasons,  he  hoped  the 
resnlulion  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land would  be  rejected,  and  that  submitted  by  the 
gentleman  from  Matbachusetts  substituted  in  in 

Mr.  OaEGO  thought  tbe  gentleman  from  Has- 
chuaetts  would  fully  attain  hiv  object  by  offering 
a  part  of  the  lesolution  he  bad  read,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  tbe   resolution   before  the  House.     The 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  embraced  two  dis- 
tinct parts ;  the  first  re^rded  the  objects  to  be 
inquired  into,  and  the  last  instructed  the  commil- 
lee  how  to  act.    Tbe  re-olution  of  the  genileman 
from  Maryland  <  mbraces  tbe  same  objecF.    The 
end.  therefore,  of  the  gentleman  from  Mssiacha- 
;tta  wiiuld  be  fully  g  ined  by  adding  the  instruct- 
re  part  of  bis  own   resolution   to  tbe  resiilulion 
nder  di»cU!^ion.    As  to  the  difference  between  a 
auiling  and  select  committee.it  was  not  so  im- 
ortant  as  it  appeared  lo  he  lo  tbe  gentleman  fruia 
'ermont.     The  subject,  from  itscharsrler,  natu- 
illy  came  before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meaits}  andil  was  nuderstood  that  standing  com- 
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ttees    weal   through   the   busiacn   referred    lo 
im  with  more  regularilf  than  a  telecl  csm- 


Mr.  BiDwBLL  Hid,  ibBt  if  ifeDclemeDatlentivelr 
considered  ihe  two  resoluiioDs,  ihey  would  Bud 
that  the  resalutioD  ofiered  by  the  geatleman  from 
Maryland  did  Dot  go  to  ihe  same  eilent  with  (he 
resulutioQ  which  he  had  the  honor  of  propojiog. 
The  former  referred  lo  bat  one  principle,  and  lim- 
ited the  subject  to  coasiderations  conoecied  with 
rereoue.  It  appeared  to  him  that,  from  out-door 
informalion,  it  would  be  found  thai  varioiu  prin- 
ciples bad  been  assumed  relali*e  to  the  law  ol 
Dations  lo  which  we  might  not  as  a  neutral  ua- 
tion  choose  to  lubmit.  It  was  true  that  ihe  subject 
was  connected  with  ihe  reveouei  so,  howerer, 
was  every  subject.  Ererp  subject,  whether  con- 
nected with  a  stale  of  peace  or  war,  would  neces- 
sarity,  more  or  less^affi^ct  the  revenue.  Thuugb 
this  was  ihe  case  with  this  subject,  it  oughtnolio 
be  cooKidered  as  primarily  connected  with  reve- 
nue. Under  present  circumstances,  we  do  not 
consider  it  priDcipelly  as  coaaected  with  fiaance, 
but  with  Dt  her  Rubjecls.     Mr.  B.  said  he  had  no 

Crticular  wshes  wiih  regard  to  the  commiiieeio 
appointed  in  this  instance ;  but  be  did  wish 
th«  Bubjecl  examined  in  more  exiensire  Views 
thaD  wns  coniem[ilared  in  the  resoluiioa. 

Mr.  NiOBOtsoM  observed  that  the  principal  ob- 
jection made  to  the  resolution  be  bad  offered  was 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meims  were 
not  bonnd  to  investigate  the  subject,  and  subraii 
to  the  House  the  result  of  their  investi^tion. 
Some  sratiemen  think  it  neeesMrjr  that  iostruc- 
tionx  xHould  be  given  to  the  committee  to  insnre 
each  an  ioTestigaiion.  Mr.  N.  said,  that  he  had 
known  instances  within  the  eonrse  of  the  sis  pMrt 
years,  in  which  a  lubjeci,  apparenilr  simple,  had 
produced  a  voluminous  report  without  any  tn- 
atruetion  of  the  House;  and  he  had  known  other 
instances  in  which  a  subject  of  great  importance 
had  been  referred,  on  which  there  had  been  re- 
poried  a  simple  resolution,  which  afterward  be- 
came the  subject  ofargumeni  within  these  waits. 
If  iu  this  caie  an  invemi^lioD  is  desired,  there  ii 
Bodoubl  thai  Ihe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meant 
can  make  ttj  and  give  the  result  to  the  House.  He 
recollected,  some  years  ago,  a  simple  resolution 
was  referred  to  a  commillec  of  which  be  had  Ihe 
honor  to  be  chairman.  They  eoosiJered  the  sub- 
ject of  vast  importance,  and  thought  it  proper,  in 
ibeir  report,  to  go  at  length  into  it.  The  report 
Was  made,  and  on  it  was  predicated  the  ezten>ive 
purchase  of  Louisiana.  Yet,  in  this  ease,  there 
Ivere  no  iostruciionsgiven.  Thecommrttee, not- 
withstanding, thought  it  their  duty  to  inquire  into 
the  luhject }  thev  accordingly  did  inquire,  and 
made  the  report  alluded  to. 

In  every  point  of  li^ht  in  which  the  present 
■uhject  could  be  viewed,  it  would  be  found  to 
affect  the  revenue.  There  are  varioui  ways  in 
which  we  may  attack  Ihe  belligerent  uatians.  We 
Bia^  aiiack  them  by  land  or  by  sea.  The  prepa- 
rations required  for  this  purpose  may  not  sink  our 
present  revenue,  but  render  it  necessary  to  resort 
to  the  raising  aadilional  revenue.    Should  there 


be  a  non  imporiation  act,  which  had  lately  heM 
a  subject  Of  discussion  in  the  public  priois.  it 
would  necessarily  affect  our  revenue,  and  beiora 
it  could  be  agreed  lo  or  acied  ou,  it  would  be  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  the  Commiltee  of  Waya 
and  Means  to  eniet  into  an  investigation  how  the 
necessary  revenue  could  be  obtained.  If  we  resort 
to  Ihe  expedient  of  raising  the  duties  on  manufac- 
tnred  articles,  he  would  ask  if  that  were  not  a 

E roper  subject  for  the  Comccittee  of  Wa^s  and 
leans  1  The  measure  could  not  but  affect  oar 
revenue  deeply,  and  woaid  it  not  become  ne- 
eeasary  for  tne  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  inquire  lo  what  extent  the  duties  might  ba 
laid  without  producing  Ihe  necessity  of  resort- 
ing to  new  taxes.  But,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  was  desirons  of  iosirurting  tha 
committee,  he  had  no  objection  ao  to  modify  his 
resolution  as  to  add  to  it  the  taitai  part  of  tbere»- 
olatioD  o&red  by  him. 

So  tnodiSed,  the  resolution  was  read  from  the 
Chai',  aa  follows: 

"  Saobxd,  ThattomDcIiof  tbeMesBsgsoftfaePrea- 
tdent  of  ^e  United  Statos,  as  rslst«s  to  the  condnct  of 
Ihe  bellisBTent  Powers  toward  the  United  States,  and 
lo  Itie  nnjnitiflabla  conitraction  Istel;  gifen  hj  soma 
of  Ihem  to  the  Isw  of  aatians,  sa  it  refsrds  Ihe  rights  of 
nanliBlB,  be  rsfened  to  the  CmniniUea  of  Ways  and 
Means,  with  iastruetion  to  inquire  in  wlist  respects^ 
and  to  what  extent  our  neutral  ligbu  haie  been  vio- 
lated, and  what  logiststive  measures  the  true  interest 
of  the  United  States  reqoiies  to  ooDnteract  such  viala> 


Mr,  Bti>«fiLL  inquired  to  what  aommiltee  iha 

ifenaive  measures  recommended  by  the  PresU 
dent  had  been  referred  ? 

The  Cbaibmam  replied  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  BivwBLL  said  that  sobjeet  appeared  lo  hint 
as  much  connected  with  the  revenue,  aa  prioeiplea 
which  respected  ihe  law  of  nations.  It  that  sub- 
ject bad  bsen  referred,  with  propriety,  to  a  seleet 
—  mittee,  surely  this  might  alM,  as  it  was  not 
ecessarily  eonneeted  with  reveOHe  as  to  make 
it  the  peculiar  biuioess  of  the  Committeeof  Ways 
and  Means. 

Mr.  Smilib  remarked  ibat,  it  appeared  that  the 
Meaa  of  both  the  ^atlemen  were  incorporated  is 
le  resolniion  as  it  stood;  and  that  the  only  au^ 
sisting  differeoee  was  aa  to  the  committee.  This 
vas  not  of  sufficient  importance  to  occupy  much 
of  Iheirlime.  The  aubjeut  might  most  properly 
goto  a  commercial  committee;  nut  as  he  believea  ' 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  pcrfacUr 
competent,  ha  should  not  object  to  the  r^olulion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative — ayes  58,  noes  48. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  resolu- 
tioos.  which  the  Mouse  immediately  took  into 
consideration. 

le  Brst,  second,  third,  and  fourth,  were a^^reed 
ithout  a  division ;  end  the  flfth— ayes  &7, 
le  second  resolution  waa  referred  to  Messrs. 
DiwHON,  N.  WiLUAMfl,  Blount,  Elt,  Daaar, 
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TftRitOM,  BiBflBT,  SronoBH,  Lahbebt,  Rea  or 
Penaiylvinia,  MAiiON.aad  Blare. 

And  th'  fonnl),  la  Mn-r*.  Qbcoo  Oartiett, 
BlMTELL,  aoLDBBOB0u«a,  HoDOB,  Wtnnb,  *ad 

ROSBBLI- 


Thurbday.  December  5. 

Anotfaer  ntMuber,  to  wit :  Jambs  Kcllt,  fron 
PfBDitf  tvinia,  appckrvd.  produced  hw  credeaiialit, 
BBd  louk  h'n  snc  to  ihe  Houir. 

AmrnagK  from  the  8^Bte,iDrurined  IbeHotne 
that  the  Senate  have  tppoinied  Ibe  Reverend  Mr. 
Gamtt  io  th'  oae  of  th«  Chaplains  lo  CongreMi, 
OB  ttwir  part. 

Mr.  JoRN  G  Bmith  oWrred  that  the  House  at 
tk^ir  iaci  acMKoo,  had  hid  before  iheni  a  «ub}eet  cf 
emiMdcrrHe  imponaDce,  whkh  not  having  bma 
then  de&aiiiTely  acted  upon,  h«  thought  ii  wuuld 
be  proper  Bg^ia  to  take  into  ctn»idrratiDn.  He 
llHtBture  mo*«d  the  fulloMriiif  rcnotuliuD; 

Setohed,  That  a  oMBmittea  be  ^painted  to  inqaire 
whatber  Uj,  aad,  if  itj,  mhM  dcaeriptioa  of  alMm* 
I4MM*  t^  UoilBd  StatBi  ara  banad  bf  iha  itaUHe  af 
liaMtiiiDDa,  wUcfa  n  raaaoa  and  j>Miaa  ought  w  ha 
fwnded  tw;  and  thai  aaid  oMaauttaa  ba  lutbiinaed  U 
mpMt  tb«»ao  ^  bill  or  oibenriaa. 

Thia  KwlaiMB  wa«  immviKBtelr  oonaidvred. 
wgrrd  to, and  refnred  toa  committee ofaeTeiiteeB 


Maryland,  Mr.  Moohb  uf  South  Carolina,  Mr. 
Tbompbor  of  New  Hampahire.  Mr.  GHieer,  .Mr. 
Cam-BiiDEH,  Mr.  HaLorr,  Mr.  SLOaN,  Mr.  Ait- 
DGBBOR,  Mr.  Campbell  oI  TeooMJ>er,  Mr.  Mod- 
■0WDf  Ohio.Mr.  MBBiWGTasB.BodMr  Jaokshk. 
Ob  tnixieDof  MT.CoNBAit.lbrfullawiDgteaolu- 
tioB  wai  adopted : 

Rethed,  That  tin  Donkeeper  of  thia  Hooae  be  al- 
hnrad  Ike  uia  Mm,  aa  haa  beretofcn  been  allowed, 
Itt  Iba  fntfottm  of  eoiploflag  saen  and  hoiaea  U 
He  hte  la  enenta  Ike  dutiiia  of  ha  olBca. 
Ur.  LeiB  moTtd  the  fdlowing  resolution 
SaoheJ,  That  a  cnmmittra  be  appointed  to  ioqnira 
whether  ao^r,  and  if  aay,  what  aHeraliona  <mghi  to  be 
■Mte  IB  the  a«t  to  regultaa  and  fli  the  eompaaaalieh 
af  the  oOcara  cf  the  Beaata  and  Home  of  RefMaant- 
atirca. 

Mr.  Lgib  Mid  it  irould  be  recotlecied  ihat 
Ike  nd  of  tierj  aeai-ioR  herelufure,  it  had  been 
*  ttxnal  to  Mihmit  propoaitioas  fur  an  extra  bIIow- 
■nce  IO  the  officers  of  the  House.     It  was  desira- 
Uv  that  the  compeosatiou  of  the  officers  shooM  be 
ixed.     That  ihef  might  be  fixed,  aud  that 
aimilar  proposilioo  fbvuld  be  offered  hereafter,  « 
hia  reason  fur  ofrrinx  this  resoluiiwD. 

The  Houae  im  media  let  jr  look  ii  up,  agreed 
it.  and  leferred  it  to  a  cummittee  of  three  me 
bera. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Lawie  [he  pptiiions  hereIof->fe 
presi'Died  for  and  aicaiDsi  a  bridge  acroDs  the  Puio- 
in«c,Bt  [be  city  of  Wa-hingiun,  were  referrtd  to  a 
CodimiDee  of  fire  raemher.i,  cunsiMiog  of  Mr, 
THOHraoH  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Campbell  of  Mary- 
laud,  fill.  LBwia,Mi.MAaBi]DBB,aadMt.  Butler. 


Fridat.  DeceinbPf  6. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jobepb  Clay  be  appointed 
ihr  coinriiittee  to  whom  was  referrfd,  on  the 
fifth  irisiaol.  somnch  of  [heMes.«Hge  of  ihp  Presi- 
.ent  of  the  Dolled  States  a*  relates  to  the  angres- 
ions  eummiiled  on  our  coasts  by  foreign  armed 
'essel.s;  [o  the  defence  of  our  port*  and  barburs; 
o  the  building  of  seveniy-fuur  gun  ships ;  and  Ul 
he  probibiiiD^  of  the  exporiaiion  of  arms  and 
.mmaniiioD;  iniheroomolMt.HAiiiLTOii,whois 

Mr.  Alston  remarked  that  a  memorial  from  a 
number  of  mercbanis  from  Norih  Ca  ottoB,  pray- 
ig  lor  Ibe  eMtblishment  of  a  port  of  eoirjr  at 
Plymcuih  had  been  presented  at  the  last  session^ 
to  which  efferi  a  biil  had  been  brought  in;  but 
that,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  importaoi  busioesfj 
it  had  either  b  eti  rejected  or  postponed.  H« 
wisbed  the  subject  to  be  again  taken  into  cua- 
sideraiion.  To  which  end  he  raoved  ihe  rt-fer- 
of  the  memorial  to  ibe  Commitiw  of  Cum- 
merce  and  Manufactures. — Ajcreed  10. 
ARMY  SULE8,  dtc. 
Ur.  VARNnH  said  ii  would  be  iveollrcird  that 
the  rules  and  regulHliuos  fur  the  ^o  rem  men  I  of 
the  Army  had  oerer  been  rerised  MDce  the  era  of 
the  present  Government;  aad  ihat  conaeoueoily 
the  rules  aod  regulatioos  eaiaUiTihed  during  the 
Rerolutionary  war  still  cootinaed  ia  force,  il)<it>|{k 
ourcircuini'tancrshad  materially  chaoged.  Frunt 
the  present  aspect  of  affairs,  he  tbouabt  it  becanoa 
neoeatutry  ibata  revisioa  i-hould  take  place,  ilut 
(bey  might  be  adapted  to  the  pravisioua  anJet 
the  present  OuveiDment.  An  aiEempt  ti>  tbii 
effecl  bad  bem  made  during  ih«  two  laai  aeasiuoa; 
and  in  this  H^tise  a  bill  bwd  passed,  waich  had 
been  rejected  io  the  Senate.  He  wan  of  the  opia- 
ion  that  it  became  the  House,  by  agaia  BUvndiaf 
10  the  subject,  l«  do  their  duly;  aod  if  iwgl>«t 
■houlJ  attach  aaywhare,  it  abuuld  be  at  the  pro- 
per door.  He,  iherefora,  Bored  iha  foUowiag 
resolutioi 


Thata 
and  legulaliaoB  fcr  the  KOTemiBenl  «f  the  Amy 
oftba  United  Stale^  and  that  they  have  tea»a  W  laport 
by  bill  or  olherwiaa. 
Agreed  to,  aod  a  committee  of  seren  membeit 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  Piesident's  Message  that  relates  to  Bf^rea- 
sions  committed  on  our  coasU,  &«.,  having  ob- 
tained leave  to  report  by  bill  or  bills,  reported  in 
part  a  bill  nrohibilinu  for  a  limited  time  the  ex- 
portation of  arms  and  ammuniiiou  from  ihe  Uni- 
ted States,  which  was  read  twice,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

[This  bill  prohibits  Ihe  exportation  oflhe  ordi- 
nary warlike  nrticlet  nntil  Ihe day  of  ^-^ 

and  declares  all  such  as  do  not  constiiuie  a  part  M 
the  equipment  of  a  re»s(l.  forfeited,  and  in  case 

lilt)  same  in  value  exceed dollars,  declarea 

the  vessel  forfeited.] 

On  a  raoiion  made  to  refer  lo  a  select  comminee 
the  memorial  of  ihe  Uhio  Company,  presented  the 
last  sessiun,lheRuu!ie  divided— ayes 63.  Carried, 
I  aud  a  eommittee  of  three  membeia  appuinied. 
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COLLECTION  OF  DUTIS9.  *& 

.  Lgib  lifferett  the  fotlowiD^  reituluiioo; 

J>  That  ttia   Commitloa  of  Cooiiiierce  mnd 

Mannraitares  be  iDitmcted  to  ioquire  into  tbe  eipedi- 
enr;  of  ao  &r  amending  the  act  to  regulate  the  eolleo 
lion  of  dntiea  on  import*  and  tunnagg.  uto  extend  the 
time  fcr  uhing  the  a«tb  and  Riving  bond  in  coea  M 
good*  expoitail  for  drawback;  and  to  aathomo  the 
CMnptratlw  of  the  Tnanii7  to  grant  reKef  to  thoaa 
who  have  ibrfHied  tbaif  claim  to  ilebMlnraa  by  ex* 
cMding  tbe  lea  daja  aaaigDed  bj  law  (br  taking  tlw 
__.!.    __i    _._■ i__.    _i  "    ■      -"    I  of  &Mui 

Mr.  Ltia  afasfTTed  (ttii  it  woqIcI  be  r«a(l«eted 
thai  hmtofore  at  everf  aMnoo  ofCao^ren  pctl 
lion*  bad  been  oBeml  cnnplaininc  of  hardBhips 
anjpr  this  Bci  and  soliciting  relief.  Ifredreas  were 
lo  begiren,  it  ought  to  be  under  a  general  nod  doi  b 
special  provision.  Al  aay  rate  it  would  be  alluw- 
ed  to  be  advisable  to  iiiatitute  an  inquiry  iota  the 
expfdiency  of  mabinz  such  provisiun. 

Mr.  CaowNiNSRiELn  hoped  ihe  reference  would 
obtain,  an  he  had  been  acqusiDled  with  sereral 
hard  cases  Under  tlie  present  |iroviaiob¥  uflatr. 

The  re.-ioluiion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CnowHinaHrELD  attracted  the  atleoiiitQ  of 
the  House  lo  another  proTi.iiuu  under  tbe  saoie 
«ci.  that  related  to  the  size  of  the  casks  and  the 
weight  of  the  packages  in  which  it  is  toade  neces- 
Biry  10  inporl  sundry  articka.  He  was  of  the 
opinion  that  sameofihese  realrictians  were  Use- 
less fur  the  protociion  of  the  revenue,  at  the  same 
lime  that  ihi-y  embarrassed  the  iDerehaat.  If  this 
■were  ao  they  abould  be  dispeaned  with.  To  make 
the  proper  ioquiry  oo  this  poiac  he  moved  the 
foKowing  resufuiion; 

Beaobied,  That  the  Committee  of  Coanene  aad 
Manuf«cturei  be  initructad  to  consider  the  eipadiency 
of  amendiag  the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  dntiea 
on  import*  and  tonnage,  so  far  aa  relate*  to  the  import- 
ation of  malt  liquon,  diatilled  aptrita,  aod  loaf  and 
lump  angar,  in  caakt,  veesels,  or  packagee  of  a  limited 
capacity  and  weight,  and  to  report  therwin  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

The  resoluiioQ  waa  agreed  to. 
YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Greoo  said  he  wished  to  subrait  to  the 
House  ■  resululiuQ  od  a  subject  of  coBsidenble 
importance,  which  had  enyagsd  the  Hou-te  at  aef- 
enl  (if  Its  pre*lou8  sessions,  and  which  wt-i  gen- 
eniHy  known  by  tbe  name  of  the  Yazoo  tlaims. 
■  ThedisciiMionhOn  thissubj-ct  had  occupied  much 
time,  and  had  excited  greater  irritation  than  any 
other  suhject  within  these  walln.  He  suppuwd 
there  was  no  probabili(|  that  tbe  subject  would 
be  permitted,  by  theclBimaols,  lo^eep,  while  the 
act  appro f)tji< ting  fii^e  milliuns  was  pcrmiited  lo 
remain  in  force.  His  obieci  was,  to  rrpcal  that 
kct.  By  this  step  the  cldimaoU  would  not  be 
pUced  la  a  worse  situation,  as  ibc  cuurl*  of  jus- 
tice would  be  open  to  them.  Mr.  Q.  iwid  tie  did 
iioirS)>ect  the  House  inoMdiii 
resittuiLon.  ibuugh  he  wan  prep^i 
into  it.  But  as  it  was  inpxriani.  and  related  loa 
oibjw:!  ua  wliicli  tlta  pip«n  wan  rttUimiaogs,  be 


wuuid  be  satioSed  that  it  should  \»f.  for  somm  tims 
on  the  table,  tbe  mora  especially,  that  new  «ein> 
bers  might  bwoonie  aM|UBi»(ed  with  it.  He  ibea 
uffered  the  rulluwing  resulniioB: 

Raolved.  That  so  much  of  an  act,  envied  "Ad  act 
regulating  the  grant*  of  land,  and  proiiJing  for  the 
diapoasl  of  the  Isndi  of  the  United  State*  Kiuthof  the 
8taie  of  Tenneaien,"  a*  appropiiatea  any  portion  of 
aaid  landa  for  the  purpose  of  nttiat^ing,  quieting,  or 
compensating  any  claima  lo  the  aaid  land*,  derived  boa 
any  act,  or  pretended  act  of  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  and 
netther  recogitiaed  by  the  article*  of  agreement  and 
ceaaton  between  the  Iluited  Ststea  and  the  State  of 
Georgia,  nor  embraced  by  the  two  fiiat  aectiooa  of  Um 
abOT*-mentioned  act,  be  repealed. 

Oideied  to  lie  on  the  table. 

INDIAN  LANDa 

Mr,  Qregq  oli*er*ed  that  they  had  been  m- 
rnnned  by  the  PreBideDt,ia  his  commuaioaliuit  at 
iLe  opening  of  the  acsaion,  tbatscveral  puiefaiues 
of  lauds  had  beeo  made  fran  the  Indiuis,  which 
were  the  mure  advantageous  from  Uieir  ricwilf 
to  thick  settleDuaw,    It  beeame  aeceshar*  to  m&ke 

CovisioQ  for  the  sarveyiogaad  difposalof  these 
ada.  He  believed  that  sutueamendmeota  would 
be  foaod'  aeceeeary  io  the  ciisting  laud  hwe,  paiw 
itcularly  with  regard  Id  lands  inUieoeigbborhuod 
of  Detroit.    He  therefore  submitted  tbefoUovUig 

Raohtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inqniie 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what,  atteratioiia  or  aiuend> 
ments  are  neceasacy  to  be  made  in  the  BeTsral  acts  pro 
viding  for  the  dtipoaal  of  tbe  landa  of  the  United  filatae 
northweat  of  the  Ohio. 

Mr.  J.  RANUot-Pa  anggesled  the  propriety  of 
petmiiiini[  the  resolution  to  lie  on  the  table,  nottl 
the  treaties  cvdiog  the  land  had  been  ratified  and 
ca'tied  into  effect.  It  might  alw,  be  added,  be 
fuuud  that  the  law  fur  the  disposal  of  the  land) 
southwest  of  the  Ohio  required  raudificalion. 

Mr.  Oheos  acquiescing  in  this  disposition  of 
the  tesuluiiuQ,  ii  was  ordered  to  lie  oa  the  table. 

BXBCUnVB  DOCUMENTS. 

A  Message  was  delivered  from  (he  Phgsidbiit 
OF  THE  United  States,  by  Mr.  Coles,  bia  Secte- 
tary,  as  follows; 

"  Mr.  ^taktr  .■  1  am  directed  bv  the  Preaident  of 
the  United  Slate*  to  deliver  you  a  Hesaage  in  writing." 

The  SpBAKEB  having  received  and  upened  « 
packet  of  considerable  size,  observed  that  the 
Message  was  cooGdeDiial,  and  theceopon  ordeied 
tbe  galleries  to  be  cleared. 

Io  aboni  one  hour  and  a  half,  the  doors  werf 
opmed,  when  it  appeared  thai  part  of  the  coia* 
muDicaiiuD*  made  by  tbe  Presideni  were  eoitfideBr 
tial,  and  that  (he  members  of  the  Huaiie  reraaiocd 
OBder  aa  iaiunction  of  secrecy  with  regard  to 
them  ;  and  ihnt  another  part  was  not  confidenliaL 
This  pan  embraces,  aeooag  others,  the  folluwiog 

1.  A  letter  froin  Governor  CIsiboms  lo  the  Seeretaiy 
of  Stale,  dated  October  34,  ISUfi,  in  which,  aBer  ataling 
the  preparation*  making  by  the  tipaniaiils  «  PenaaoiU 
aiul  other  plaoas  be aaj*:  "I  flatter  myaelf  that  boMil 
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iliMbetwMn  the  Unitod  SoiMBnii  Spun  inty  be  avoid- 
«d,  *ad  that  an  honarableadjiutinant  of  our  (lifTBrencca 
tnaj  cnaue.  Bd(  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  Spau- 
iah  agsnta  calculate  on  ■  ipeedy  rupturs,  and  are  making 
•11  the  preparatioDi  that  their  meani  permit  lo  com- 
meoce  the  war  in  Ihii  quarter." 

3.  Statements  respecting  the  detention  ot  the  Ameri- 
can gun  boat*. 

3.  Correapondence  between  OoTernar  Claiborne  and 
the  Marquia  de  Caaa  Calio,  on  exempting  the  Spsjiid] 
officere  fi^m  municipal  taie*. 

i.  ConenpondencB  between  Governor  Williama,  of 
the  MimiHippi  Territory,  and  Governor  Grandpre,  with 
sundry  communica^oiu  to  the  Serretary  of  Stete  on 
outragea  committed  in  the  MisBiMippi  Territory. 

6.  Docnmenla  to  ahow  that  the  lettleinent  of  Bayou 
Pierre,  on  the  Red  river,  at  which  aprineipaJ  aggrenion 
took  place,  WM  originally  made  by  France,  while  poa- 
■eaaing  Louiaiana,  and  came  to  the  poeseanon  of  Spain 
only  by  the  general  deliver;  of  Louiaiuia  lo  her,  and  a« 

6.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  C.  Pinckney,  dated  Angnat, 
I8ns,aa  well  »  one  dated  September  as,  1805,  respect- 
ing Spaniah  apoliationa. 

7.  Commanicationa  from  Got.  Claibame,  dated  Oe- 
(ober  24,  180G,  reipecting  abatmctiona  on  the  Mobile. 

8.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  commandant  of  the  ahqi 
Hnntreaa  to  the  fieeretatr  of  the  Navy. 

BETOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  VaRNCM  said  that  during  ibe  late  Rerolu- 
lionarf  war  wiih  Great  Britain,  the  Gorernnieat 
of  the  United  Sialen  ihooghl  proper  to  place  on 
the  pension  list  cetlain  officers  and  soldiers  who 
had  been  wounded  or  disabled  in  the  war.  It  had 
H  happened  thai,  from  a  variety  of  circumstances, 
a  large  number  of  our  meritorious  officers  and  sol- 
diers, of  this  descriptiou.  had  not  been  placed  on 
the  list.  A  number  of  them  had  kept  back,  and 
omitted  reaping  the  benefit  of  this  provision',  un- 
der tbe  expectation  of  supporting  Ibemselvea  by 
their  own  industry,  or  by  the  assistance  of  iheit 
friends.  He  believed  that  many  had  been  prompt- 
ed loibis  h<f^  the  most  laudable  moiiyes.  Mauy  of 
thern  bad  since  found  themselves  unable  to  earn 
a  decent  subiisience.  A  number  of  petitions  of 
this  kind  had,  this  morning,  been  referred  lo  the 
Committee  of  Claims.  Mr.  V.  sard  it  was  his 
wish  that  a  general  and  ample  provision  should 
be  made  for  all  those  who  had  been  disabled  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  The  independence  and 
happy  aiiuation  of  our  country  were  owing  to 
their  exenions,  and  our  wealth  now  enabled  us  to 
make  an  ample  proTision,    He  tberefore  tnored : 

«  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  inatnicted  to  in- 
qnire  whalfhrthertaeuureaareneceaaaryto  be  adopted 
to  rerannerate  the  neritorioua  eervicea  of  the  officers 
•Bd  (oldiers  who  were  wounded  or  dinbled  in  the  Rev- 
•tnlianary  war  with  Great  Britain,  with  leave  to  report 


■  immedialely  taken  up  and 


HoitDAT,  December  9. 
SeTcral  other  memhe^^  to  wji :  from  Tii^inia, 
Edwin  Griy,  and  Walter  Johes;  from  New 
York,  UsHBT  W.  LiyiMOBTUH  and  Suphalbt 


Wickeb;  and  from  Georgia, J obkpb  BRTAit;Bp> 
prared,  produced  their  credeotiala  was  qualified 
and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Lgis  prpaenled  a  petition  of  the  late  crew 
of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  representing  that  ihey 
ha7e  been  advised  ibai  under  the  mariiiine  regn- 
laiions  of  the  Uajted  States,  persons  taken  bylbc 
Barbary  Powers  are  allowed  on  their  release  a 
pecDniary  coin))ensatioD  for  ctolhinK  received  da- 
ring their  captivity,  and  some  small  aata  for  to- 
bacco and  oiber  articlea,  usually  called  Jail-mo- 
ney, for  which  ihey  haye  received  no  compensa- 
tion ;  but  thai  these  extraordinary  expenan  have 
been  deducted  from  their  pay,  and  prayiog  re- 
lief.— Referred  to  ibe  Committee  of  Claima. 
CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Bryan  presented  a  petition  from  Thomas 
Spalding,  representing  thai  at  the  late  ^neral 
election  in  Georgia  for  Representatives,  be  bad  a 
a  greater  number  of  the  voles  given  than  Cowles 
Mead,  relumed  as  a  member,  and  praying  that  he 
may  be  admitted  lo  a  seat.  The  petition  sUtes, 
tbai  by  an  act  of  Georgia  it  is  directed  thai  with- 
iu  twenty  fire  days  after  the  day  of  eleclioo  the 
voles  shall  be  counted,  and  that  the  Governor 
shall  thereupon  make  proctamaiion  of  the  per- 
sons having  the  greatest  number  of  voles  and  issue 
their  commissions;  that  ai  the  expiration  of  that 
time  the  votes  of  ibe  counties  or  Camden,  Lib- 
eriy,  and  Tainal,  were  not  received  at  the  Exec- 
utive office,  owing  to  which  Mr.  Mead  bad  then 
a  majority;  but  that  on  receiving  them  it  ap- 
peared thai  the  petitioner  had  4,501  and  the  sit- 
ting member  only  4,465  voles.  That  ibe  failure 
to  transmit  the  votes  of  those  counties  arose  from 
an  act  of  God  ;  that  there  was  a  hurricane  on  the 
Sih  of  December,  which  flooded  the  couutrr, 
swept  away  the  bridges,  and  rendered  the  roads 
impassable.and  that  iiwas  noi  until  the  expira- 
tion of  the  limiied  lime  ibel  these  obatruciioni 
were  removed. — Petition  referred  to  the  Commit* 
Ice  of  Elections. 

EXPORTATION  OP  ARMS,  &a 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  ''prohibiting,  for  a  limited 
lime,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammnnilioa 
from  the  United  States." 
The  Chairman  having  read  the  bill,  as  iollowt: 
Sic,  I.  Btil  enacted,  4e.,  That  it  ahall  not  be  law- 
ful to  export  from  the  United  Sutea  any  eauDoD,  mi^ 
keto,  pistolj,  bayontita,  aworda,  cntkwci,  muaket-batla,  ■ 
lead,  bombs,  grenades,  gonpowder,  sulphur,  or  nllpe- 
ire  ;  but  the  exportation  of  all  the  aforesaid  articlea  ia 

hereby  prohibited  until . 

Ssc.  !.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  any  of  the 
aforesaid  articles,  excepting  such  of  them  as  may  con- 
-*""to  a  part  of  the  equipment  of  any  veswl  which, 
ig  the  uinlinnance  of  this  prohibition,  shall  be 
found  on  board  of  any  vessel  in  any  river,  port,  bay  or 
harbor  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  pnt 
on  board  with  an  intent  to  be  exported  tttna  the  Uid- 
led  Buoea,  shall  be  forfttted,  and  in  case  the  valoe 

tbereof  shall  ambnat  to  dollara,  the  vcskI  oai 

board  wbich  the  awne  ahdl  be  seiisd,  together  with 
tackle,  apparel,  and  fiimitnM,  ibaU  ajM  be  As- 


Digitized  byGOOglC 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


27a 


Dbobkbbs,  1805. 


Exportation  of  Amu,  ^c 


H.  ( 


leitiri :  Provided,  ntaerlhtltit.  That  Dotbiog  in  tbn  txi 
■hsl]  be  conEtrued  to  prohibit  the  remoiBl  or  lianipeit- 
■lioo  of  anj  of  (he  articles  *roreMi3  trom  one  port  to 
■nolher  port  within  the  United  State*,  in  in?  leiael 
having  a  license  as  a  coaatiiig-Teaael,  the  tnaster,  agent 
OT  owner  of  which  shall  have  given  bond  with  one  or 
more  (affident  sureties,  to  the  collector  of  the  district 
from  wbich  such  Tessel  ia  about  to  depart,  in  a  sdiq 
doable  the  value  of  such  Teuel,  and  of  sDch  of  the 
■aid  article!  as  maj  be  laden  on  board  her;  that  the 
nid  krticlei  ihill  be  relanded  and  delivered  in  ton); 
port  of  the  United  States  ;  or  to  prevent  the  eiporta- 
tion  of  any  of  the  above  articlea  en  public  account, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Suies. 

Sac.  8.  And  be  it  furlhtr  enaeled.  That  if  mj  of 
the  articles  aforesaid  shall,  contrarj  to  the  prohibitions 
of  this  set,  be  exported  from  iha  United  Sutes,  the 
Teasel  in  which  the  same  shall  have  been  exported,  to- 
gether widi  her  tackle,  apparel  and  fnnutara,  shall  be 
fbrleited;  and  the  captain  or  master  of  snch  veaaal, 
knowingly  offending  in  the  premiaea,  shall  be  liable  to 
indictment,  and  npoa  conviction,  shall  forAit  ttid  pa; 

a  sum  not  eiceediog dollars ;  which  ahall  be  dia- 

tributed  in  like  manner  sa  ia  hereinafter  provided,  as  to 
other  fbrfeituTes  incurred  under  this  act. 

Skc.  i.  AndbeUfuriKerenaettd,  That  it  shall  be  the 
doty  of  the  cualooi-hoDee  officers,  and  of  all  peiaona 
employed  in  the  collecUon  of  (he  revenue,  to  attend  to 
the  execution  of  this  law,  and  all  forfeitures  and  pen- 
■Itiea  incurred  under  it,  ind  not  olharwisa  directed  to 
be  proeecuted  and  recovered,  shall  be  sued  for,  prose- 
cuted, adjudged  and  diatriboted  in  like  manner  as  ia 
provided  in  the  act,  entitled  "An  net  to  provide  more 
efib:tually  for  the  colteclton  of  ibe  dntiES  imposed  fay 
law  on  gooda,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into 
the  United  Stales,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and 

Oa  the  motion  of  Mr.  McGrebbYj  the  words 
"pi^  iron  and  brass"  were  imeried  id  the  first 

aeCdOD. 

Oa  motioD  of  Mr.  Dawbon,  the  blank  at  the 
end  of  the  first  seciioo  was  filled  with  the  words 
"  the  end  or  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  do 
longer;  "the  blank  in  the  second  section  with 
"one  hundred,"  and  that  in  the  third seciion  with 
"  one  thiiasand." 

On  moiioD  of  Mr.  DAwaoN,  the  fourth  sectios 
was  BO  amended  as  to  strike  out  ihe  title  of  the 
act  recited,  and  to  introduce  "An  act  to  regulate 
the  colleeiion  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage." 

Mr.  Q,[i[Ncr  offered  a  new  resolution,  exempt- 
ing from  duty  (he  greater  part  of  the  articles 
enumerated  in  the  bill  oa  tbetr  impertaiion  into 
'  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Qqinct  ob-^erved  that  on  examination,  the 
bill  bpfore  tbe  committee  a|>peared  to  be  the  same 
verbatim  with  that  passed  in  the  year  1797,  with 
tbe  exception  of  the  new  section  moved  by  him, 
which  had  been  omitted.  What  was  the  cause 
of  the  omission  he  did  not  know. 

Mr.  Dawson  said  ibe  powers  of  tbe  commit' 
tee  restricted  them  to  a  prohibition  of  theeipoii- 
■tion  of  milliary  articles. 

Mr.  CR0WM^BBIGLD  hoped  the  adoption  of 
this  new  section  would  not  be  pressed  at  this 
time.  Tbe  object  of  the  bill  uuder  consideraliou 
was  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  ceitain  nulitarjr 


articles;  that  of  the  new  seeiion  was  to  render 
iheir  importation  free  of  duty.  He  would  not 
say  (fast  at  a  Tuiure  lime  be  would  objeel  ID  ihia 
measure,  but  he  did  not  think  it  Decessary  at  prea- 
eni.  His  mind  not  having  been  drawn  to  the 
subject  he  was  not  prepared  to  vote  on  it. 

Mr.  QniNOY  said  he  had  made  the  motion  be- 
cause he  considered  the  new  section  conformable- 
to  tbe  principle  of  the  bill.  Tbe  object  was  tv 
insure  to  tbe  country  as  laree  a  portion  of  raw 
maierials  as  was  necessary  for  the  exigency  ot 
tbe  tiroes.  If  any  gealleman  was  of  onini'on  that 
the  quantity  on  hand  is  sufficient  for  inis  ezigea- 
cy  he  would  be  in  favor  of  sbniiing  the  door 
against  additionat  importations,  by  tetainio;  tb* 
existing  duties.  If,  on  the  contrary,  (here  is  nor 
a  sufficient  quantity  on  hand,  it  became  Dece»- 
sary  and  proper  that  a  kind  of  bounty  should  be 
offt^red  for  increasing  the  slock.  He  had  another 
reaaon.  for  the  section  be  had  offered.  The  bill, 
as  it  now  stands,  will  look  to  tbe  public,  as  if  the 
state  of  the  country  were  not  so  presatng  as  it, 
perhaps,  actually  was.  In  1797,  the  ground  •«- 
earned  in  tbe  new  section  was  taven.  If  we  now 
pass  tbe  bill  without  it,  it  will  appear,  said  Mr. 
Q-,  as  if  we  did  not  consider  our  exigencies  as 
we  ihouKht  them  then.  Without  making  a  com- 
parison between  that  period  and  this,  1  think  the 
present  exigency  such  as  requires  a  simitar  step. 

Mr.  Sn(lib  did  not  deem  tbe  amendment  » 
proper  one  at  this  time.  It  related  to  a  subject 
distinct  from  that  referred  lo  tbe  committee  thai 
brought  iu  the  bill — a  subject  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  stand  by  itself.  He  would  not  pre- 
tend to  say  that  onr  present  circumstances  would 
not  justify  it.  But  what  had  been  done  at  a  for* 
period  uoder  other  c' 


ought  to  inquire  what  its  effects  w 
be  on  ihe  revenue,  and  whether  existing  circuuv- 
slaaces  required  the  sacrifice  it  would> occasion. 
Indeed  he  doubted  whether  the  House  were  pr» 
pared  to  vote  one  way  or  the  other.  If  it  were 
found  neccHsary,  he  would  heartily  concur  in  it ; 
but  tbis  was  the  more  qaestiooable,  as  it  did  not 
appear  from  the  Message  ol  the  President  that  ha 
viewed  it  as  necessary. 

Mr.  BiDWBLL  was  not,  in  this  stage  of  the  boa- 
iness,  prepared  to  determine  the  propriety  of  the 
measure,  as  be  did  not  know  what  its  bearing 
would  be  on  the  revenues  of  the  United  States. 
He  thought  the  House  ought  to  be  spprizedof 
this,  before  they  could  with  propriety  lake  a  step 
which  might  break  in  ou  the  fiscal  arrangements 
of  tbe  Government.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts says  those  opposed  to  bis  amendment 
ought  (o  show  that  there  is  a  sufficiency  of  the 
enumTaled  articles  in  the  country,  or  that  on 
manufacturers  are  competent  to  supply  them.  On 
tbe  contrary,  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  was  iit- 
cumbent  on  the  friends  of  the  proposition  to 
show  (hat  there  would  be  a  deficiency,  or  an  ina- 
bilily  of  our  manufacturers  to  supply  our  wanta^ 
in  case  ibis  provision  sbou Id  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Cbowhimbbibld  observed  ibat  we  could 
make  in  lite  United  States  almost  ail  the  articles 
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Erporbttion  cf  Jmu,  ^. 


Dbcembib,  180S. 


'numerated  in  tbe  aniendniPDi,  and  that  godm~ 
■qarntly  n  mighl,  if  «<lopi«d,  injure  our  manurne- 
-ture^  in  a  de^rre  nut  rontemptalpd.  We  eeriain- 
'ly  m^DutiicIiired  a  tcrent  qoaniity  of  cunpowdar 
•«■')  muikeli.  The  dury  on  gtin|KiwdeT  wibcini- 
sidernlile.  and  llie  nSwX  nf  iis  reraii*Kl  miehl  be 
■esireniuly  prejudieiiil.  Wiih  regard  to  Mfipetre 
Md  lulphur,  be  did  no(  know  that  he  would  ob- 
ject to  Huspeiidinir  ihe  duiien  imponed  upon  them, 
sa  thejr  were  Ihe  great  raw  materiali  miMt  want- 
ed, ana,a»  no  duty  had  been  eincled  on  ib«in  uft- 
lU  about  I  <r>i  yrars  a^ii.  and  then  on  a  cQnairnetion 
«f  IdW.  Ht>  hoped,  however,  his  coUeagur  would 
Bot  press  the  sntijt-et  ai  tbi*  time,  ai  the  House 
were  oot  prepared  for  the  drncUMion  it  aii^fat  ia- 
Totve,  and  ai  it  miaht  malerinlty  affoct  the  reve- 
ane.  Th<jD)(h  ha  would  xay  that  mere  cunsider- 
tiiju  of  revenue  would  nut  of  themxelves  in- 
duor  him  to  *oie  again>t  the  propoted  provision. 
He  did  not  ihiok  the  general  siaie  of  tbe  cuontiy 
rrquirfd  it. 

Mr.  Qdinct  was  slad  to  bear  from  gentlemen 
tkat  Ihe  miuttion  ui  (be  country  wak  such  as  did 
DM  reqaire  the  step  he  had  proposed.  His  own 
impretiion  bad  been  that  ii  was  proper  to  take 
aucb  a  situation  as  if  tbeeounuy  were  on  the  eve 
«f  a  war. 

VLi.  Dawbon  ob*erTed  that  be  was  aothorized 
to  stale  th.rt  the  OoverDnent  was  poueased  of 
Sre  hundred  toM  of  Mllpelre,  aod  a  latffe  qnao- 
lilj  of  sulphur;  and  that  he  wa*  well  infurmed 
that  (here  waa  in  ihe  eouolry  a  nuffieien'  quanlEtv 
fiir  nil  tbe  pur  posi's  fur  which  itmiabl  be  wanted. 
Uader  there  circa m stances  he  iliii  not  eoai>ider 
the  nmendinral  proper,  and  hoped  that  it  would 
be  either  withdrawn  or  rejected. 

Mr,  JoflK  C.  Shitb  Slid  he  could  not  Tot 
Ihe  amrodmenl  nodef  hi«  present  iffipression*. 
The  aenne  of  the  Honse  likewise  seemed  in  bo 
Mainst  it  in  itM  present  shape.  But  tbe  gentle- 
man rould  obiain  his  end  by  moving  lo  iostni' 
the  Cumroitiec  of  Ways  and  Meant  to  inqai 
into  ii!i  fipediency.  Andshould  hi*  amend  merit 
be  rejected  he  hoped  he  wonid  punur  this  course. 
If,  on  ouab  in*eBtigarioo,  the  mfaiure  Kbould  be 
found  adrisable,  he  bad  no  doubt  of  its  adoption. 
Mr.  Qdimcv  SHiJ  [hat,  considering  Ihe  imprvs- 
atons  of  geailemea,  he  would  withdraw  his  mo- 
'   tian. 

Uo  motion  of  Mr.  CaowniNaHraLn  the  words 
"  sheet  oupper,"  were  enumerated  in  the  first  lec- 
lion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DawaoK  m  new  section  was 
added,  deelsrina  thai  Iba  act  shall  "commeni'e 
and  he   in  friFce  front  and  after  the  fini  dap  of 


On 


telioa  tome  diversity  of  opinion  H 

Mr.  J.  Clay  was  in  favor  of  the  aet  going  into 
immrdisie  upetatiun.  Mr.  Cbownikbhiels  wan 
in  lisvar  ot  the  time  siated  in  the  svciiun,  aod 
Mes^va.  Macod  and  Sudtbard  were  in  favor  of 
■  ahurl eiiraaiuo  nf  JL  loaiiiniadverlingoa 
piiint.Mr.MAOo>ii  pn)ouuneed  it  duubiluf  whether 
Ibe  prinetjile  ul  ihe  hill  were  Condiiuiioaal. 

8u  aiDvoded,  Um  cummiiiea  rose  taA  rvporiad 


the  bill,  whose  consideration  wai  postponed  UBiil        | 
CO  morrow. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SocTHAaD.  the  petition  of 
lephen   Say  re,  and  the  rrpori  of  the  Seeretarf         i 
■  Stale  thereon,  miide  the  lai^l  sexsion,  were  re- 
ferred to  a  Commitiee  of  the  Whole  on  Moadaj' 
-ie«i,  I 

Mr.  J.  Raitdolpb,  from  the  Commiilee  of  Ways 
.  nd  Means  reported  on  the  prtiLiun  of  Aalhony 
Benezei  aod  others,  coocludiog  wiib  a  rei^uiioa        . 
Ibat  tbe  prayer  of  the  peiition  is  reaaonable,  ak^ 
ought  lo  be  graued. — Referred  lo  the  ComBiUM         ' 
of  Ibe  Whcie  oa  Tbnrtday  aezt. 

TnESDAT,  December  10. 

Several  other  members,  to  wii :  from  Etenlse^, 
liiH  BovLB ;  from  New  Jeraey.  Wiluah  Hfiijia; 
from  CoDDeciictit.  Timotbv  PiTatn,  junior;  a«4 
from  New  York.  Pailif  Van  Cohtlanbt;  ap- 
peared, produced  their  eredeotiils,  were  qualilM, 
and  look  their  seaie  in  the  House. 

The  Speakeh  laid  belore  the  Houses  letter 
from  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  and  esiimatea  of  the  revenue  and  receipts 
of  the  United  Siaiea,  for  the  years  IBOl.  I8D3.  I8U3,  I 
1804,  and  for  three  qunners  of  the  year  1S05,  pre-  I 
pared  in  obedience  lo  the  act  entiiled  ''An  act  tu  ea- 
tabtish  the  Treasury  Departmenr;"  which  were 
read,  and  referred  lo  the  Couimitue  of  Ways  aad 
Meant; 

A  j)etition  of  Ike  Legislative  Council  of  tba 
Territory  of  Orleans  was  piesenied  to  the  H<>ias« 
and  read,  praying  thai  all  ihe  lands  of  the  United 
Stales  lying  wiibin  the  liaaita  i>f  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  and  »uch  other  lands  as  the  wisdooi  of 
Cuogres*  may  deem  atlequaie,  may  be  appropriated 
-fur  Ihe  esiabliihmeai  and  snpuort  of  eullegea^ 
schools,  and  other  sem  naries  or  learning,  in  the 
said  Tirirtiary.— Referred  to  Mr.  Oeoub  W. 
Campbell,  Mr.  Jones.  Mr.  Bbtak.  Mr.  JoM 
Wbitebill,  and  Mr.  Waobwobti;  and  thai  ike 
taid  cummitiee  have  leave  lo  tepurt  thereon  by 
bill,  or  other  wise. 

A  measaare  was  received  from  the  Prenident  of 
the  United  States,  tttpplemeniary  to  bis  Meange 
of  the  6th  inxiani,  enclosing  sundry  ducumenu  la 
addition  (o  those  laid  befure  the  Huuse,  viz: 

I.  RelaUrs  to  the  detentknt  of  the  pabKc  boildiBga 
at  New  OrieaiH. 

S.  RclatiTe  to  tbe  eondnct  of  Spain  In  LoaWaas,  fa 
the  establishment  of  posts,  hx, 

3.  Relative  to  the  obstruction  of  the  comliaros  oa  iba 
Mobile. 

Which  were  ordered  to  be  prinl'd,  and  referred 
lo  ihe  sanie  commiitee  lo  whom  the  ptpera  pre- 
viously received  were  referred. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  presenied  a  petition  from  sundry 
maDufscturerK  of  hats  in  Philiidelphia.  remoostra- 
ling  against  the  mode  pursued  by  ineSoperiBiead- 
eni  of  the  Indian  De|«rtmeoI  ofveadin:;  fars,  Bod 
requesting  thai  the  same  may  be  retrutaled  by  law. 
a'ld  that  the  sale  be  by  public  anetion. — Re ferrea 
to  the  CuniiniiieeorCommi>rceand  MxBufjciurni. 

Mr.  Sloan  taid  the  folluwing  resolutiuo  un  iba 
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BemUtd,  ThmtaUi 
be  impoaed  od  all  >Uti 
I'DJUid  SlatM. 

Ordered,  Thai  IbereportoCtbr  Cannnimionen' 
nodi^r  the  act,  enlttled  "Ao  act  for  the  rrlief  of 
tttv  rprugt^ex  frum  (be  Brilisb  pruvineeK  of  C>ina(Ja 
and  Nova  Scotia,"  whictt  was  made  lo  ibia  Hnuae 
on  the  thirtrcDih  of  February  lait.  be  rfferrrd  lo 
Mr.  Thomas,  Mr.  Wii.80»,  and  Mr.  Cbamdlbs, 
with  leave  to  report  ib«reou  by  bill,  or  oiheiwUe. 
EXPORTATION  OP  ARMS,  *c 

Tbe  Huuse  look  into  consideratinD  the  amend- 
jnenta  uf  the  Commitiee  of  the  Whule  in  the  hill 
prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the  exportation  uf 
arms  anil  amniunilion  from  the  United  Stales;  in 
all  of  which  tbpy  concurred. 

Mr.  Cook  tnored  to  HUbstiiute  "Svp  hundred 
dollars"  ia  the  ruoiD  uf  ''  one  hundred ;"  the  sum 
for  exporting  prohibited  articles  beyond  which  i^ 
foltowed  bj  the  forfeiture  of  the  vessel — uuder 
the  ioiprrssioo  that  ihepioviEion  was  too  rigorous. 

Thi5  ametidmeot  was  supgiorted  by  Mr.  Crow 
HINSBIELD,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Dawson,  and  lo--t 
— 77  members  concurring  in  the  report  of  (hi;  Cuio- 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

Oa  the  motion  of  Mr.  Olin,  "cannon  balls  and 
mortars"  were  added  to  the  list  of  prohibited  ar- 

On  moitonof  Mr.  Dawson,  an  amendment  was 
inlroduci'd,  applyini;  the  penaliiea  of  the  bill  to 
the  exponatioo  i>f  the  prohibited  articles  by  land. 

On  moliun  of  Mr.  NioauLsou  the  pruvisiuas  of 
the  bill  irere  extended  lathe  Territories  uf  the 
Vuited  Slates. 

Mr.  Gregg  snid  be  understood  the  bill  under 
coasidf  raiiot)  was  only  a  report  in  part.  He  had 
DO  disposition  to  appose  its  [Unsafe.  He  only  rose 
lo  Fxprea.-^  his  hope  that  when  the  eommittee 
made  a  further  report,  (bey  wuuld  lay  before  the 
House  the  information  necessary  to  enable  ibem 
to  act  inietligpnlly.  Jl  had,  from  the  cummence- 
Ttient  of  the  Ouveromeni,  been  the  practice  of  the 
House  to  call  on  the  Secretary  of  War  to  state 
the  amoani  of  military  sloren  oa  hand,  accumpa 
Died  by  his  oninion  of  ihe  further  supjilies  deemed 
nec^anry.  No  such  thing  bad  yet  bfen  done  this 
session.  The  House  neither  knew  the  quantity 
of  military  stores  on  hand,  or  cuuld  calculate  the 
effects  of  Ihe  hill.  Tbey  did  not  bnow  what  was 
the  quBDtity  of  culphnr  and  salipeire  on  bund,  or 


The  Spbakeh 
ing  that  t 


1  befur 


Hou  _ 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Nicbolson  and 
Mr.  QRBao,un  the  details  of  ihe  hill,  ii  was  order- 
ed, on  Ihe  motion  of  the  former,  to  b.'  recummil- 
ted  lo  Ihe  committee  who  iuiruduccd  it,  foi 
amend  oieiili 

WEnfs«D«T,  D««iBbtr  II. 
Regotvd,  That  tbe  CmBniMM  of  CeimarKe 


exprdirncy  of  eit*ndina>  ihe  limibi  of  the  dlRtrtei 
>f  Wuahiniiion.  in  North  Carolina,  aoaatu  include 
Ihell  Ca>litr  Island,  and  ippurt  chf^ir  opiaiun  bf 
mU  ur  ul  her  wise. 

AnotbiT  iDfmbfr  lo  wit:  Daniel  C.  Ver* 
'LAmcK,  frnm  Ntiw  York,  ap|>eared,  produced  hi* 
creileiitiaK  and  look  bin  seal  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Dawson  repaned  various  ameudmeoisto 
the  hill  ''  prohihiiing.  fur  a  limited  time,  Ihe  ex- 
piiriatioa  of  arms  aud  ammuoitiof)  front  the  Uni- 
ted Stales."  which  the  Hou'-c  took  ifflmedtacrlf 
into  eonaideralion,  and  cuneurmt  in,  with  an 
ameDdineat,  strikisg  oat  "pig  irua,"  from  the 
prohibited  articles. 

The  bill  ihus  aaaended,  remaioH  the  aarne  ra 
substance  a*  it  passed  the  GunimiLiefl  of  the 
Whi>le.  It  was  ordered  lo  be  eagrossed  for  a 
tuird  reading  to-minrrow. 

Mr.  BiDWGLfc  naid  that,  ia  the  latewar  betweeik 
the  Uuiud  Siate*  and  Tripoli,  diatiuguished  ser- 
vices hail  been  rendered  by  Mr.  Baton,  which  had 
contributed  to  the  peace  lat-ly  made  with  that 
Power,  laiiraaiioo  of  this  f.iot  wns  not  only  de- 
rived fron  lis  public  nolorietri  but  likewise  froot 
the  Preiiideat  of  the  United  Bialep.  He  ihought 
ih«M  services  worthy  the  notice  of  fkmgress.  lie 
tberefure  Kubmitted  the  f>Mowing  resolution : 

Ketohtd,  6y  the  Senait  and  Hotut  of  Repraenta- 
Hvt*  of  the  United  Statu  of  Amenca  in  Congreu  a*- 
tembkd.  That  Ihs  Prendent  of  the  Coiled  Stotca  be 
requested  lopraMQl  a  sword,  in  tin  name  or  Congmi, 
Willisni  Batan,  Eaq.,  u  a  leatimoDj  of  the  high 
am  entenained  of  his  gallantry  and  good  coodnct  in 
laadiof  a  small  band  of  oar  oonntrymen,  and  others, 
Ihrongii  tbe  dcaert  of  Lflna,  on  an  eipeilrtioa  agaioat 
Tripoli,  in  conjnnctioB  with  the  ex-Baiha«  of  tbat  Re- 
geacj  ;  dahating  the  Tripobtan  ano;  at  Dame.  wiUi 
tha  assistance  of  a  small  port  of  the  aavaJ  force  of  the 
EJniled  8taMa>  and  conthtiDting  theraliy  la  a  sucoeMftal 
-'  of  the  war,  and  the  restontknof  oorc^ 
citizens  to  hbertj  and  their  countty. 
I.  oil  tlie  BftiUion  of  Mr.  T«aHtrii,  to  a 
Cjmmiiiee  of  the  Woula  to-morrow. 

on  of  Mr.  Sloan  the  House  took  up 
reUtive  lo  the  impoiiiiun  of  a  tax  uT 
on  every  slave  imported  iulo  the  Uni- 
ted SiMiefi. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  hoped  the  consideratioQ 
of  the  resolution  would  he  posipooed.  The  law, 
he  said,  which  bad  excited  such  irritation  was  at 
preacot  before  Ihe  Lerislaiure  of  South  Carolina, 
and  would,  in  all  probxbiliiy.  he  repeated.  If  re- 
pealed. Htiy  resuiunon  of  th'v  House  would  be  use- 
leas.  He  iherefure  moved  Its  poatponement  nutjl 
Muaday  furinighi. 

Mr.  Sloan  i>aid,  he  bad  no  objeciion  to  the 
poMpooemeui,  which  waa  carried  without  a  di- 

FHENCH  SPOUATIONa. 
Mr.  J.  Hahdolfb  observed  ibal,  at  the  firat 
MFmiun  uf  the  eiffhih  Congress,  there  had  been  aa 
appropriaiiuB  of  93  750  000  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing American  cUims  for  spoliatioof  committed 
Ity  tlie  iieopleuf  {trance,  which  had  been 


ud  MauufacluraWiMliiwted  tuiuqiuneifuvlba)  in  iliv  aOHT*iKi(«  tint  transferred  to  the  Uiiited 
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Public  Road» — General  Eaton. 


Dbcbmbbh,  1805. 


Slalei  tbe  MTcrcigotjr  of  Louiiian* ;  thai  bills, 
in  taiisraction  of  these  cisims,  were  dailf  pre- 
■CDieii  for  payment  at  (be  TtcasDry ;  but  thai,  on 
tbe  31st  of  tbis  month,  rhe  approprtBiioo  would 
cease,  when  the  auniTeiiiBiBing  unexpended  would 
be  carried  la  the  CTcdil  of  the  surplus  fuud.  The 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  received  i 
letter,  representing  the  circumstances,  from  thi. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  b«d  induced 
them  to  come  to  a  resolution  to  ask  leave  to  pre- 
aent  e  bill  on  the  subject. 

Leave  having  been  granted — 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  made  a  report,  consisting  of 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treamry,  rep- 
reaenting  the  facts  staled  bf  bim,andabill,  "nup- 
plemeniary  lo  the  act  mahiog  provision  for  the 
payment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  Slates 
on  the  Goveroment  of  France,  the  payment  of 
which  bus  been  asaumed  by  the  Utiited  Slates,  by 
virtue  of  the  conveutton  of  the  30th  of  April.  1803. 
between  tbe  United  States  and  the  pTeocK  Re- 
public. 

The  bill  provides  that  the  balance  oftbe  83,750,- 
000  remaining  unexpended  on  tbe  31sl  of  Decem- 
ber neit  shall  Dot  be  carried  to  the  surplus  fund, 
but  fihall  continue  applicable  to  the  satisfection 
of  the  claims  until  ibey  shall  be  sa tilled.— Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Moaday 


TaoasUT,  December  12. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Jobn  H^HtLTon, 
from  Pennsylvania,  appeared,  produced  his  cro- 
dentiels,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
House. 

Bbkjauin  Fakkb  baring  alao  appeared  as  a 
Delegate  from  tbe  Indiana  Territory  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  tbe  said  oath  was  admiaistered  to  him 
bf  the  Spbakkb,  and  he  took  his  seal  in  tbe  House 
accordingly. 

An  eogtosaed  bill  prohibiting,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  amraunitioti 
from  tbe  United  States,  waa  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  VAaitUM,  from  tbe  committee  appointedon 
the  second  iusiant,  to  prepare  and  report  such 
atanding  rules  and  orders  of  proceeding  as  are 
proper  to'be  observed  in  this  House,  made  a  report 
thereon;  which  was  read,  and  committed  lo  a 
Committee  of  tbe  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

Tbe  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter,  in 
the  Gterman  language,  addressed  to  him,  accom- 
panied wilh  two  printed  books  in  the  same  lan- 
guage.—Referred  lo  Messrs.  Conhad,  Bsoinobr, 
and  Sahmons. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  NfiWTON|  tKeHoiue  came 
to  the  fullowiog  resoluiion; 

Retohtd,  That  the  CommittM  of  Commerce  and 
Mannbctures  be  initmctcd  to  take  into  considetatioQ 
the  csM  of  the  brig  George,  detainsd  in  ths  port  of 
NoHblk,  nith  one  thonaand  two  banilreil  dem^ohni  of 
brand;  on  boud,  and  to  report  thereon  b;  bill  oi  othsr- 

Mr.  Newtos,  previous  lo  the  adoption  of  this 
reaolution,  ezplaiaed  the  peculiar  cirounutancea 


oi  the  case,  arining  from  tb»  recent  Britiah  orden 
relaiive  lo  the  trade  of  nentrats. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smitb,  from  tbe  CummitTee  of  Claims 
instructed  to  inquire  what  further  steps  are  prop- 
er lo  remunerate  meritorious  officers,  &c.,  reported 
a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  to  make  provintoti  foe 
persons  disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in 
the  Revolutionary  war;  which  was  rend  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  oftbe  Whole. 

[This  bill  provides  that  the  provisions  of  tbe 
act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1B03,  shall  be  constmed 
to  extend  to  all  persons  who  received  actual 
wounds  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  whether  at 
volunleereor  militia, and  that  they  shall  be  placed 
on  the  pension  liti,  tnouf^h  they  may  have  resign- 
ed, or  have  been  discharged,  or  hsve  been  in  cap- 
tivity, at  ihe  termination  ol  the  war ;  and  to  those 
who,  having  during  the  war  received  wound^ 
have  since  Become  disabled  thereby  i  eutfaorizea 
the  allowance  of  increased  pensions,  in  cases  of 
soch  disability,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the 
certificate  of  two  physicians,  provided  that  sneti 
augmentation  does  not  exceed  a  full  pension;  and 
prescribes  a  full  pensioa  to  a  commissioned  officer 
shall  be  half  (he  amount  of  his  monthly  pay,  to  & 
non-commissioned  officer  or  private  Gve  dollars 

Eer  montfa.and  that  no  pension  shall  exceed  th« 
alf  pay  of  a  lieutenant  colonel.] 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Pibk,  the  House  came  to  a 
resolution  instructing  tbe  Committee  of  Claima 
toinquire  whether  any  further  compensation  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  any  of  the  colleciors  of  the  direct 
tax  for  services  by  them  performed,  and  whether 
any  compensation  ought  to  be  made  them  for 
moneys  actually  paid,  in  the  prosecution  of  tbe 
respective  iluties  of  their  office,  beyond  the  suma 
allowed  by  law. 

PUBLIC  ROADS. 

Mr.  Jackson  called  the  attentioo  of  the  House 
lo  a  subject  before  Congress  at  their  last  session, 
relative  to  the  application  of  a  certain  part  of  the 
net  proceeds  of  lands  ofihe  United  Stales  wiifain 
Ohio,  to  tbe  making  roadi,  to  revive  which,  be 
offered  tbe  following  resolution  : 

Saohtd,  Thata  eommitteabe  appointed  to  Dr^p« 
oruf  bring  in  aAiffmskiuK  provision  tor  the  mpplicalioa 
of  the  mono  J  heretotbra  sppropriated  to  laying  out  and 
miluiig  certain  public  roads. 

Mr  Varnuh  suggested  the  propriety  of  making 
the  refi^rence  more  general,  and  moved  the  snb- 
stilulioD  of  the  words  "  to  ioquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of,"  in  the  room  of  those  in  itaiic 

Mr.  Jackbon  could  not  accede  to  this  amend* 

ent,  as  the  plighted  faiih  of  the  nation  waa 
pledged  to  the  application  he  had  stated.  He 
would  have  no  objection  to  enlarging  the  powers 
of  Ihe  committee  so  as  to  enable  them  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  applying  additional  sum* 
10  the  same  object. 

Mr.  Varnum's  amendment  having  prevailed — 
ayes  SO,  the  resolation,  thus  amended,  passed. 
GENERAL  EATON. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BinwcLL,  the  House  re- 
toWed  itaelf  into  m  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on 
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then^olaTJon  offered  yeswday  rcUtire  (o  Wil- 
liam Eaton. 

The  Chairman  read  the  Teaoluiioo  ai  folloirs : 

"  Be  it  enaettd,  by  the  Stnale  and  Hotue  efRtprt- 
tenlatictt  of  the  United  Slata  of  Amariea,in  Congrai 
attembled.  That  the  Pretiilent  of  the  L'aiUJ  Btalei  be 
Tcqueited  10  pmetit  a  iword,  in  the  name  of  Congrm, 
to  William  Eaton,  Esq.,  at  a  tntimon;  of  th«  high 
aense  entertained  of  his  gallintty  and  good  conduct  [n 
leading  a  imall  band  of  oiu  countrymen  and  othen 
through  the  deaert  of  Ljbia,  on  an  expedition  against 
Tripoli,  in  eonjtlnction  with  the  ex-Baahaw  of  that  lie- 
goncy  ;  deleating  Iba  Tripotitan  armj  at  Deme,  with 
the  aiwirancB  of  a  amall  pait  of  Oie  naval  force  of  Ihr 
United  Stalea,  and  contributing  therebj  to  a  (uccewfnl 
tenninatian  af  tba  war,  and  the  ratoratioD  of  our  eap- 
tiTe  fallow-dtaxena  la  libaity  and  their  coontrj." 

Mr.  SiDTBLL  moved  to  amend  the  resolatioD 
br  sirikiag  out  the  word  "iword,"  and  by  iaaert- 
JD^  in  lipu  tbereor  the  words  "a  medal  of  goldj 
with  proper  deTJcea." 

Mr.  J.  Ci.aT  wished  (he  geniletoan  from  Mas- 
sachoaeltE  would  let  (be  word  "sword"  stand  in 
the  reaoluIioD.  It  was  only  on  extraordinary 
e  beliered,  (ha(  a  medal  was  award- 


ed.    Hen 

ft  sword  on  tbi 

sisted  upon,  faa  should  be  compelled  to  rote  against 

the  resolutioD. 

Mr.  ELuOTrequestedthat  the retolutioD  passed 
at  the  last  seasloD,  relatire  to  Commodore  Preble, 
and  the  officen  and  marinea  under  bis  commaod, 
miitht  be  read. 

The  resolutionwas  accordingly  read,  which  or- 
dered a  medal  to  be  airnck,  and  a  aword  to  be 
gjren  to  vaeh  of  the  officers. 

Mr.  E.  said,  that  the  objeclion  of  ihegeDtlemaD 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  J.  Clay)  to  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  (be  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
•etis,  (Mr.  BiDwELL,)  aabstituiing  a  gold  medal 
in  the  room  of  a  sword,  appeared  [o  be  founded  on 
the  idea  ibat  a  medal  would  be  a  meed  dispropor- 
lioaed  to  the  importance  of  the  services^  or  the 
official  rank  of  the  gentleman  who  was  the  ob- 
ject of  the  resotntion;  in  other  words,  that  it 
would  be  loo  great  a  reward.  I  did  not,  said  Mr. 
E.,  anticipate  the  objection  fnm  any  quarter  of 
tbe  House,  and  regret  eitremel^  that  it  has  arisen. 
Prom  the  peculiar  character  with  which  the  gen- 
tleman who  is  intended  to  be  honored  by  tbe  res- 
olution, was  invested  by  the  Government,  It  be- 
comes a  point  of  no  small  delicacy,  and  even  of 
some  difficulty,  to  debate  (he  question  at  all. 
We  are,  indeed,  told  in  the  President's  Mes- 
sage, that  the  important  services  of  oor  gallaDt 
couDirymBD  undoubtedly  contributed  to  the  im- 
prenion  which  produced  peace  with  Tripoli,  It 
was  proper  for  the  President  to  sav  this,  and 
to  say  no  more  ;  but,  in  order  to  enable  us  to  pay 
a  proper  tribute  oa  our  part  (o  merit  so  eonspicu- 
otu,  it  become*  necessary  to  avail  ourselres  of  in- 
formalJoa  derived  from  unofficial  sources.  la 
everything  which  we  can  do  upon  this  subject, 
we  are  anticipated  by  tbe  lunJ  voice  of  fame,  and 
this  coQsideraiioa  haa  induced  me  sometimes  to 
doubt  tlM  propriety  of  doing  anything  whatever. 


It  has.  however,  always  been  deemed  policy,  and 
eveo  duly  in  free  governmeets.  lo  discinguish  by 
national  honors  ihuee  citizens  who  have  perform- 
ed important  national  service).  It  is  perfectly 
uoderstuod  that  our  brave  countryman  command- 
ed, in  conjunction  wirh  the  ex  Bashaw  of  Tripoli, 
a  force  sufficiently  respectable  lo  be  consi  lered  aa 
an  army,  and  of  course  that  the  popular  sppflla- 
tion  of  GeTteral  Eaton  had  been  conferred  upon 
good  grounds.  In  that  strong  point  of  view  io 
'■'    ■'-     -'^- vill  be  ifeen   by 


ihe  greatness  of  the  object  a 
greater  honor   "     "' 


ly  liberal  minds, 
compared  witb 
the  event,  will 
vinft  of  the  en- 
Ferprise.  Ifwe  act  at  all.  we  ought  to  bestow  a 
mark  ofdisimction  suitable  for  a  (feneral  officer, 
or  an  officfr  of  dislin^uiibed  rank,  to  accept. 
Shall  we  refuse  a  medal,  the  appropriate  reward 
of  ihe  brave  Preble,  and  offer  a  sword,  which  was 
given  to  the  subordinate  naval  officers,  when  tbe 
servicesof  Preble,  however  meritorious,  and  great- 
ly raeritorioUK  ihey  were,  failed  of  efieciingthe 
ohject  which  the  world  believes  that  Eaton  baa 
accomplished  1  By  the  modern  notions  of  mar- 
tial etiqoetie  and  honor,  a  sword  is  the  appropri- 
ate token  of  distinction  and  reward  for  officers  of 
subordinate  rank.  It  is  believed  that  a  simple 
and  concise  vole  of  thanks,  by  the  Represenia- 
tives  of  a  free  people,  is  tbe  noblest  meed  of  ex- 
alted merit  and  patriotism. 

An  army,  composed  in  part  of  Americans,  bat 
chiefly  of  the  descendants  of  the  ancient  Qreeiana, 
Egyptrans,  and  Arabian" ;  in  other  words,  an  ar- 
my collected  from  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe, 
and  led  by  an  American  commander  to  conquest 


calci; 

not  only  by  its  novelty,  bnt  by  its  real  influence 
and  consequence.  It  ought  to  be  considered,  too, 
that  this  army,  notwithsiandiog  tbe  singolaritr 
of  Its  organization  and  chameter,  and  ibesmall- 
neas  of  its  numbers  and  its  means,  acted  in  k 
cause  which  might  be  thought  to  efitci,  at  least 
in  some  remote  degree,  the  general  interest  of 
mankind.  Since  ihedestruction  of  Caio,  and  hia 
little  senate  at  Utica,  the  banner  of  freedom  bad 
never  waved  in  that  desert  and  barbarous  quarter 
of  the  glot« ;  and  he  who  carried  it  so  nobly,  ia 
the  tangnaee  of  the  resolution,  through  tbe  desert 
of  Lybia,  and  placed  it  so  triumphantly  upon  the 
African  shore  of  the  Mediterranean,  deserves  to 
be  honorably  distinguished  by  that  country  and 
that  Government,  to  which  the  enterprise  has 
added  lustre.  I  repeal  it,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  can 
do  nothing  in  which  we  are  not  anticipated  by 
fame.  Fame  has  already  devoted  to  the  name 
which  we  are  laboring  to  celebrate,  the  momimen- 
tumaere  perenniua,  the  imperishable  coloran  of 
glory,  which  is  the  just  reward  of  patriots  only, 
and  tvhich  impariiar  hiiilory  denies  to  the  mere 
conquerors  and  robbers  of  manbiod. 

Mr.  Smiue  remarked,  thai  it  added  to  the  f  alae 
of  an  honor  conferred,  to  have  it  bestowed  by  en 
unanimous  vote.  It  was  not,  however,  his  pur- 
pose to  trouble  the  House  with  a  speech.  He 
should  cmfine  himaelf  to  makioc  one  or  two  re- 
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marks.  Heconsidpred  it  corrrel  ibal  honori  con- 
ferred fhould  be  apportiuned  to  merit,  li  was  duI 
BO  imi'onaoi  wheiber  [he  raan,  on  wbom  they 
were  bestuwed,  was  the  commander  ur  an  army, 
or  whether  he  filled  an  iDferior  sralinn.  What- 
ever bJH  ^I■tiDn  oiizhi  he,  he  who  conducted  bim- 
aelf  well  ia  the  service  of  his  country,  was  enti- 
tled Lo  her  thanks.  Mr.  S.  said  he  would  next 
examine  [he  advantages  which  ihederTices  of  Mr, 
B'lIuD  hadgriined  id  lis  country,  and  see  whether 
tbey  were  equal  [ii  those  wbich  wehadderiTedfrom 
the  Eer?ices  uf  ulherg'reat  men.  From  hisimpres- 
aion,  be  thougbt  they  had  been  highly  adTaarage- 
ous.  and  equally  so  with  ibose  rendered  by  Cum- 
iDodore  Preble  and  bis  brave  assoeiateii,  wbote 
conduct  be  highly  approved.  He  believed  that 
(be  expedilian  a[  Mr.  Eaton  bad  greatly  eomrib- 
Uted  III  a  peace  j  and  if  this  were  «t.  he  did  not 
know  a  mure  etsentjal  service  hq  could  have  rea- 
dt^red.  For  ibeiie  reasons  he  vai  in  favor  of  award- 
iHE  a  roi-dal  in  preference  (o  s  swwd. 

Mr.  QciHcy  liopvd  the  House  w.iuld  bestiiw  a 
medal  iuoiead  of  a  sword.  He  would  say  that, 
on  sueb  an  occasion,  a  medal  was  more  proper 
than  a  sword.  When  the  resolution  was  oQered, 
he  had  a  solid  objection  lo  it,  which  had,  in  some 
measure,  been  removed  by  liie  proposed  ameml- 
ment.  A  sword  was  not  an  appropriate  reward 
for  the  service  rendered  on  this  occasion.  It  was 
a  reward  for  valor,  and  mere  valor.  In  this  ca*p 
he  considered  the  valor  displayed  as  a  very  small 
part  oftbe  distinction  of  Mr.  Eatnn.  He  wished 
that  ibe  motioD  had  been  submitted  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, that  not  only  the  nature  of  ibe  compliment, 
but  likewise  the  furm  ot  the  expressioa,  might 
bave  been  better  adapted  to  what  he  conceived  to 
be  the  character  of  tbe  service  rendered.  He  did 
Dot  think  the  circumstances  stated  in  the  resotu- 
tion  were  ibose  which  were  the  most  appropriate. 
He  did  not  consider  the  leading  a  small  band 
through  tbe  desert  of  Lybia,  the  defeating  the  Tri- 
politan  arm  y  at  Derne,  the  contributing  lO  a  peace, 
and  tbe  liberation  of  our  counlrymen  a^  charac- 
lerisiic  of  the  services  rendered.  The  peculiar 
character  of  those  servicer  was  this:  that  Mr. 
Edton,  being  a  privati  citizen,  and  called  upoti 
by  no  uffiL-ial  station  or  July,  had  the  greatness  of 
mind  ID  plan  a  scheme  by  which  the  deihrune- 
mi^nt  uf  an  usurper,  tbe  restoration  of  tbe  lawful 
heir,  and  the  release  of  ou  rcaptive  countrytoen, 
were  lo  have  been  effected.  A  conception  of  this 
kind  belungbd  only  to  great  and  suprriur  minds; 
and  what  was  gufficient  to  fill  tbe  minds  of  most 
men,  the  machinery  for  efii^cting  tbi^  plan,  was 
to  htm  but  of  a  secondary  nature.  He  1>-Iieved 
it  would  be  for  ihe  reputation  of  the  Doited  States 
to  give  some  select  and  appropriate  reward,  such 
■a  a  mdu  like  Edtoo  ought  to  receive,  and  such 
as  it  would  be  to  tbe  hunor  of  our  couutry  to 
give. 

Tne  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Bidwell's 
amend'tieol,  which  was  carried  by  a  considerable 

Mr.  jAcaaoN  said,  he  entertained  a  high  a 

of  the  eiiraMrdinary  merit  of  tbe  ifficer  who  was 
Iha  object  of  the  [esulution  uiidvr  conaiderauoa, 


and  was  of  opinion  that  tbe  Unuse  Hbonld  eZ|ireM 
iheir  highest  si^niimeni  or  npprubatiuii.  To  do 
'  is,  he  thought  the  pbraseoloxy  of  the  rasolulioa 
igbi  to  be  changed  lo  cnnformity  to  ihe  idt-a-'of 
the  genllemao  from  Massac  h  use  I  is.  He  would, 
therefore,  with  this  view,  move  that  the  Cururuit- 
lee  should  rise,  with  tbe  itiientiun  of  moving  in 
the  House  the  referenee  of  ihe  resolulion  to  •  ■«- 
CI  committee  fur  such  alteration. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  rising  of  l&e 
Committee — yeas  52,  nays  54. 

Mr.  Q,DiNcr  socgesied  tbe  propriety  oT  MUli- 
tuting  Barca  lo  the  to-  m  of  Lybia,  aa  the  Uttet 
an  antiquated  wofd,  boc  to  be  fuund  in  aiod- 
era  maps. 

Mr,BinvBLL»b!<crTed,ihat  hewaanalleBaeiois 
of  the  patiicular  £[irm  of  the  espresHMB.  If  that 
BUggestrd  by  bis  colleague  was  deeiDed  moat  cor* 
rect,  he  bad  do  objection  to  it.  Ue  would,  how 
ever,  remark  that  the  word  Lvbio  was  taken  frun 
an  ezpreaiiioD  used  by  Mr.  Galon  in  one  of  bia 
letters.  It  was  certainly  a  Wiird  used  in  modern 
times,  Blihou){h  it  might  not  be  io  neaeral  u«e. 

As  to  tbe  general  guestiun,  Mr.  B.  hoped  that, 
assume  geotlemen  touuijbt  the  reeulutma  weat 
too  far,  while  others  thought  it  did  not  gu  fai 
enough,  and,  as  tbe  iceneral  sentiment  was,  that 
•orotthing  ouf^ht  to  be  deae  by  the  Uuuix,  it 
would  be  considered  that  a  middle eourae  beiween 
the  two  ezlremeii  was  iba  fittest,  and  ibai  tber« 
would  be  sufficient  mgaaoimiiy  to  give  a  unani- 
mous vote  in  favor  ot  the  reaoliuiuu.  Fur  biiD' 
self  be  was  willing  to  have  it  varied  >>o&->  to  make 
it  conform  to  the  general  aeose  of  the  Committee, 
for  the  purpose  of  insuring  uoanimity. 

Mr.  Udincy  said  be  waa  aut  particularly  tena- 
cious of  tbe  form  of  expre»iua  unvd.  He  bad 
only  risen  to  state  bis  knowledge  as  far  at  it  went. 
Lybia  was  a  word  in  u&e  among  clawieai  hwbi 
among  poets,  but  not  among  men  of  buMoesa, 

The  question  was  put  on  substituting  Barca  in 
the  room  of  Ly  bia,  and  passed  io  tbe  negative  by 
aeonsiderableraajoriiy.  ThereEoluiioa,asaBkeiiit 
ed,  was  then  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Tbe  Commiuee  rose  and  repurted  it  In  tha 
House,  who  immediaiely  look  it  into  coBriiknliua, 

The  amendment  for  subsiituiiog  '  a  gold  medal 
with  proper  devices."  in  the  ruom  of  "a  swurd," 
bluing  under  consideration, 

Mr.  J.  CLav  said  as  the  Comniillee  of  tba 
Wbule  had  itporied  their  agreement  lo  the  amend- 
ment, and  as  a  desire  bad  been  eipresaed  that 
there  mii[bt  be  an  anaaimoua  vole  on  ibe  oeca- 
siua,  he  wished  more  iitforniaiion  on  thesahieel 
than  ba  possessed  belore  be  could  act  upou  iu 
After  having  obtained  this  he  might  very  proba* 
bly  voie  for  the  aiueadment.  He,  therefore,  mnv 
ed  a  reference  uf  the  resolution  to  a  aeleet  con- 
miilee,  who  migbl  obtain  Ibe  ioforoiaiiou  reqitii- 
ed  from  tbe  Secretary  uf  the  Navy, 

Mr.  JacaaoM  observed,  that  the  names  of  Dtbei 
eerttleiueu,  who  were  before  the  walls  uf  Dri»e, 
Dad  been  announced  in  the  newspap  rs,aH  tiamg 
assisted  la  ibe  acbievemeDi?  that  were  ilie  ubjrei 
uf  ihe  resolutinn  undereoti^ideratiun.  Ii  ««>  not 
impcoptjc  to  iu^uua  wbei,hei  ibey  Might  tu  be  sa- 
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twwmird  in  ihe  hunom  iwarded  by  CoRKreHS.  To 
JDKurp,  iherefore,  onaDimiiy,  and  bntuw  proper 
]iiwfip,  he  hi.ppd  ihe  fourve  poierrd  oot  by  ihr 
g«BTlemaD  frixn  Pfdnnylvania  would  b«  pursuit. 
Tb«  fiiiilHH)  TO  refer  the  resohi'ion  to  a  selfei 
eommittrtr  was  carri  d — y«a  89;  and  Messrs. 
BtWBLu  J.  Cut,  TBD«rHaii,  of  New  Hmnp- 
*hirv,  MasTcaB,  Gkat.  ABuaEB,aa4C.b8CT,  ir*rc 
■fpoinud  ■  eoflimitue. 

Fbibay,  Deoember  13. 

Two  oilipr  netnben.  to  wit:  fr«in  DcUwarA 
SMmtB  M.  Broom,  and  from  Kentucky.  Jord 
FowLCH,  appeared,  prodooed  tbeir  crHteaiiali', 
trere  qnalifi'-d.  and  took  ibeir  aeaia  in  the  Houae. 

Mr.  Tbomas.  from  Ihe eommitlee appointed  on 
the  lantb  instaDt,  presented  a  bill  (uppleiiieDlary 
to  the  act.  emitted  ''Ao  act  re^latinf  the  ^aMM 
vf  land  apprupriaied  for  the  refturees  from  the 
British  p'ovmeesot'  Oaoada  and  Son  Scotia;" 
wbiel)  wan  read  twice  ai>d  esntoiitted  to  a  Coin- 
miitee  of  the  whule  House  on  Muoday  next. 

The  SpKAKn  laid  before  the  House  a  tetter 
frvm  the  Secretary  uf  the  Treaau^,  IransmilliD^ 
m  report  and  eatitnates  of  apf  niprialion  necesnary 
for  ibe  nerriee  of  the  yt«r  1806 ;  also,  a  Rtateioeat 
of  Ihe  receipts,  a»deipendiiures  at  the  Treastiry  of 
tbe  United  Statra,  fur  one  year  preceding  the  first 
<la  y  of  Octobtr.  1806. «  h  icli  were  read,  aad  referred 
to  ikr  Connnitiee  tif  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  uf  Mr.  D«waon.  tbe  Mewoipiof  Ihe 
Preridetil  telative  la  tbe  bri^anttne  Henrich,  to- 
gethiT  uritb  the  report  of  tbe  Concnitiee  of  Ctaioix 
rbereun,  nrnde  at  a  former  seasioB,  were  referred 
to  tbe  CommiiiM  of  the  Wtiole  oa  Wedaesdajr 
■e>i. 

lite  Hmk  went  into  an  electioa  f»r  «  Ckap- 
lain  ID  tbe  room  uf  Mr.  Ouii»T. 

Meters,  Chalmers,  Laurie,  and  RattMni,  were 
Dominatei). 

Tm  Fallot*  bavfnf  beeb  taken,  the  SpcRker 
declared  Mr.  LinHiB  elttttd,  ba  faaringCS  ruua, 

TBEODORUCK  IRMlSTGAD. 

Mr.  CROWNiHakiu*,  from  iJw  CooNiiimof 
CoiWLOa  and  ManufaetMras,  to  irtom  was  yea- 
lerday  referred  tbe  peiitioa  relaiire  to  a  ves^  at 
Nwtolk.  r«9Mlftd  a  biU  for  ibe  fwtief  of  Tbtwdo 
tick  Araisiead,  wbioh  waa  referred  to  a  Csaiiiit' 
lee  ol  ilie  Whole  to-dav. 

The  bill  mtthuHies  the  CoUectiN-  at  Norfolk  to 
■daiit  It*  eBiry  1200  demijobits  of  brandy  ioi- 
ported  by  T.  ArmisiPBd,  in  tbe  bri;  Oeorge,  froa 
the  island  uf  TeneriSe. 

The  House  went  immediately  into  Cottmi 
of  the  Whole. 


log  of  the  dBcuiuents  relaiire  to  ii ;  from  which 
it  appeared  that  same  time  since  the  owner  of  the 
bri^  Qfur([>^  hired  her  'o  go  'o  Tenetiffp,  where 
be  tonk  a  cargo  fur  the  Havana  t  bearing  subse- 
quently uf  the  late  British  ordfn,  he  thought  it 
wudent  ID  mnrn  to  Norfolk,  where  be  now  lips; 
Ml  owinff  to  the  r«?enu«  tam  of  ih«  United 


)  prohibited  fro' 


^rint;  brandy  In 
medio  the  demi- 
iiissioD    10  faiud 


States  he 
qaantities  a 

Johns.      He,  the.efore,  ants 
hese  articles  on  payinir  the  usual  unites. 

Mr.  Macor  (the  Speaker)  expressed  his  opin- 
nn  of  the  incorreciness  i  f  the  coarse  pnrsui-d  on 
his  occasion,  on  which  the  Commillee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manoractures.  cuDirary  lo  the  usual 
practice  of  tbe  Houi.e,  had  repurled  a  bill  wilta- 
ont  essigning  their  resNOns  in  an  arcomjwnying 
report.  He  wi-hed  ihai  such  a  rejiort  might  be 
made,  and  that  it  might  stand  as  a  precedent,  in 
case  other  applications  shutild  be  made,  lu  show 
he  peculiar  grounds  on  wbicli  the  Home  acted. 
!t  was  further  bis  wish  that  there  had  been  a  bill 
embracing  the  general  principle  ioTolred  m  thia 
preference  to  one  niakiog  a  special  pro- 
Thtt  a  detailed  report  might  be  made, 
he  moTed  that  ibe  Cummiiiee  should  rise,  in  order 
way  for  a  motion  to  recumoiit  tbe  hill 
to  the  Committee  of  Comiurree  and  Maowfaetures. 

Mr.  Newton  opposed  ihiH  mulion.  He  repre- 
sented tbe  case  ati  ejlreiuely  hard ;  ihal  ihe.  laoU 
were  all  before  (be  House  and  were  iudi>puiable| 
that  Ihe  vessel  had  been  detained  siuoe  Ociuber ; 
bat  oolbing  waa  asited  but  What  waa  petftety 
fain  that  tbe  neceMly  of  Diaking  tl>e  reque^ 
arose  fri>m  ordeis  reoently  issued  by  a  King  who, 
ibovith  he  coulddo  i>e  wrusg  to  bis  uwu  subiflet)^ 
practised  great  iajurics  on  Americea  ctliarDh 
With  regard  to  tbe  geaeiral  principle,  a  divenitf 
of  opinion,  Ik  said,  existed  in  Ihe  Cooimitlee  of 
CoracMTce  sod  Haiiufaclares,  and  to  wait  Dntil 
tbia  sbatild  be  decided  miffai  iavolve  great  an4 
delay.  As  lo  one  sttggeslion  of  Iha 
hoaoraUe  Speaker,  il  would  be  easily  obtiatcd 
by  the  doeamenta  then  in  tbe  passeasion  of  iha 
House,  remaining  on  file,  which  would  olearir 
discriminate  this  case  from  all  otbets  wbicn 
bereafter  come  befifre  them. 

„..  J.  Cl«t  dluwed  that  this  waa  a  hard  caa^ 
but  doubted  much  wbetber  it  was  aouod  policy  m 
tbe  Oonrvmeal  to  ireocaise  a  high  taatifnae^ 
wbioh  waa  demanded  in  ibis  luatauce  on  tbe  ex* 
poriafian  «f  ibe  brandtea,  aa  suffickot  groand  fw 
alkwinc  them  lo  be  landed,  in  contra reatiou  of  « 
priaeifik  of  tbe  revenue  ayitev.  Ue  remarlKd 
that  ihis  case  did  Rot  araM  froea  any  la«lt  of  iha 
American  Oorernmeut,  bat  from  tlie  aggressioaa 
eomiBitted  oianr  Tighta  by  t  OureraiHeBt  who 
nnUle  their  awn  interests  iba  rule  of  their  catt- 
doct  towards  other  nations.  He  eoDcludcd  by 
concurring  with  the  Speaker  in  tbe  coarse  m> 
eonTiiended  by  him. 

Mr.  OaowMiaSHiBt-D  hoped  tbe  Gommtttea 
would  not  ri»e.  The  prayer  of  the  petittonor  waa 
eery  reaiioiiaMe.  All  he  axked  was  to  land  hia 
goods  on  paying  ibe  lesal  duiiea  on  ibem.  Ha 
paaaed  over  ibe  grsuod  lbVd  by  Mr.  NBWT.>i<,iud 
added  ibat  if  tbe  owner  of  the  goads  were  dnrett^ 
by  a  denial  of  the  indulgence  he  asked,  to  export 
his  goodn,  they  mifhi  be  seised  under  the  plun- 
dering order  of  His  Briiannie  Miijesly,  and  both 
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reporlins  a  bill  for  iQRkiag  a  k«»ci'"'  prorisioo; 
but  that  having  been  overruled  id  this  point,  the 
members  of  the  committee  oat  baTing  madi>  up 
their  minds  oa  its  pruprielf,  il  became  his  dut; 
to  make  a  special  report,  in  which  be  beanilf 
concurred.  He  could  oolcoaceire  wb;  theenirjr 
of  brandy  aod  several  other  articles  should  be  re- 
fused, unless  imparled  in  vessels  of  a  particular 
aize^  while  other  arlicUs  of  greater  value  in  pro- 
portion to  their  bulk  were  admitted  without  re- 


Oo  the  rising  of  the  commitlee  a  division  took 
place— yeas  56,  nays  47. 

The  Cominiitee  rose,  reported  that  they  had 
made  prtwress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Leave  being  denied,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  J. 
Clat  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
Me  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Monday,  Decembet  16. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  South  Car- 
olina, O'Brien  Huitb,  aod  from  New  York, 
OeoBOB  Clinton,  junior,  appeared,  produced 
their  credentials,  were  qualined  and  took  toeir  seats 
in  the  Hoa&e. 

Ordtnd,  That  the  act  passed  by  the  Legiila- 
tareof  the  etaleof  South  Carolina,  on  the  tweniy- 
firsi  of  December,  one  tbouiand  eight  hnodred 
■nd  four, -en  tilled  ''An  aol  to  authorize  the  City 
Council  of  Charlefion,  with  the  cooseni  of  Con- 
greas,  to  impose  and  levy  a  duty  oa  the  tonnsge 
of  ships  and  *e>aeU,  for  the  purpose  therein  men- 
tiooed,"  presented  to  this  House  on  the  eighth  of 
February  last,  with  the  documents  accompHnying 
Ibe  same,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Masion,  Mr.  Tsacr. 
Ur.  Smitb,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Broom,  and  Mr. 
Cook;  to  einraine  and  report  their  opinion  Iherc- 
vpoQ  to  the  House. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Suolotdy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  far  ameading 
the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  mitisaiing 
or  remitting  the  forfeitures,  penalties,  and  JiKabit- 
ities,  accrued  in  certain  cases  therein  mentioned." 
u  to  extend  the  powers  vested  in  the  District 
Jud^  of  the  United  States  to  the  Jotigcs  of  the 
Judicial  Courts  of  the  several  States;  and  that 
the  said  commitlee  be  authorized  to  report  there- 
on by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Ordtrtd,  That  Mr.  Saillt,  Mr.  Pitkiii.  Mr. 
Bard.  Mr.  Morrow  of  Vir|riaia,  and  Mr.ti'ow- 
LtR,  be  appoiated  a  oommutee  pursuant  to  the 
■aid  resoluiioo. 

Mr.  Crowninbhikld,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Irianofaciurea.  to  whom  was  re- 
eommitied,  on  the  thirteenth  instant,  ihe  bill  for 
(be  relief  of  Theodorick  Armistead,  made  a  re- 
port ihereoD :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report,  toother  with 
the  bill,  be  committed  to  a  Commitlee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

RULES  OP  THE  HOUSE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VaaHnH,  the  Houm  went 

gto  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Standing 
uIm  of  the  House. 


Mr.  Alston  moved  to  strike  out  tbe  following 
words  in  one  of  the  rules: 

•*  Itshall  be  th*  dot?  of  the  ComnittM  of  Aecoants 
to  audit  ths  sccounl*  of  ths  meaiban  Ibr  their  tnval 
to  and  bam  the  Mst  of  Qovernmsnt,  and  thair  altrad- 
SDCB  in  the  House." 

This  amendment  was  supported  by  Mcasrs. 
Albton  and  Dawbom,  under  toe  impreasion  that 
this  new  mode  of  settling  the  aceounta  of  the 
members  would  be  extremely  inconvenient,  if  not 
impracticable. 

It  was  opposed  by  Meisra.  J.  Clat,  Findlbt, 
Vabmuu,  Elhbr,  and  Bidwbll,  who  Mated  that, 
under  the  former  practice  of  tbe  House,  which 
devolved  the  duty  on  the  Speaker  and  Sergeant- 
at- Arms,  errors  had  been  commiiied;  that  theM 
would  in  future  be  best  avoided  by  a  standing 
committee;  that  this  would  relieve  the  Speaker 
and  Sergeanl-al-Arms  from  a  burden  at  the  close 
of  ibe  session,  when  other  presiog  business  oe- 
eessarily  engaged  tbeirattention,aDd  wuuldgoard 
ihe  reputations  of  members  from  insinuation*  to 
I  heir  discredit. 

During  the  discussion,  the  Bpbakeb,  without 
expressing  any  opinion  on  tbe  prospect  of  the 
amendment,  made  a  minute  statement  of  tbe  prac- 
tice which  had  heretofore  prevailed  on  this  point, 
in  which  he  observed  that  but  one  ioatanee  with- 
in his  knowledge  bad  occurred  since  be  bad  filled 
the  Chair,  of  a  member  who  bad  received  b 
greater  compensation  for  bis  attendance  than  he 
was  eoiilled  to  ;  and  that  this  circuniHiaoce  must 
have  arisen  from  accident,  as  it  involved  bi<  io> 
ceiving  pay  for  one  day  more  (baa  the  length  of 
the  acBMon — an  error  which  was  immediately 
after  the  hurry  of  business  detected.  He  further 
Slated,  that  with  respect  to  the  mileage  accouat, 
that  was  entirely  made  out  in  conformity  to  the 
representation  of  the  members. 

Mr.  Albtok'b  amendment  was  disagread  lo— 
yeas  33. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  mored  to  strike  out  tbe  woida  in 
ilaUe  in  the  following  rate : 

"  When  a  qaestion  Is  nnder  debats,  no  motkm  dial] 
be  received,  unless  for  the  previous  question,  to  pett- 
poitt  U  iiui^finittfy,  to  poslpon*  it  to  a  day  eertain,  to 
lie  on  tbe  taUe,  to  cominit  it,  to  aioend  it,  or  U  ad- 
Mr.  NicHOLsoH  supported  and  Mr.  TAanuH 
opposed  this  motion,  which  was  disagrreed  to — 
yeai  W,  nays  51. 

Mr.  Smilie  moved  an  amendment,  prescribing 
that  if  tbe  previous  question  shall  be  decided  in 
tbe  negative,  "the  consideration  of  the  main 
question  shall  not  be  resumed  during  the  same 

Messrs.  Shilie,  FiNDLGr,and  J.  Clay,  spoke  in 
favorof  and  Messrs.  VABi«iiKand(ltiiiiCY against, 
the  amendment,  which  was  disagreed  to — ayesSS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Nicbolbon,  the  follow- 
ing  new  rule  was  adopted — yen 

*■  Whensqaestianispostponedi 
•hall  not  be  acted  upon  during  the  seauon. 

Mr.  Smilib  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  in 
ilaUcia  the  following  rule;  *'0u  apreviousque»- 
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tion,  no  member  ibaUtptak  man  than  once  ml\- 
out  leave,"  aod  iDsKri  ia  liea  theraof  "  tbere  thtll 
be  no  debars." 

Messrs.  Shilib  and  Nichouon  advocated,  and 
Heiurs.  BiDWELL,  Q.  W.  Campbell,  and  Var- 
«Dii,  opposed  this  motion,  wbicb  ms  disagteed 
So — yeas  35. 

Mr.  FiNDLBT  sDggealed  the  proprieiy  of  iosli- 
4aliog  a  permanent  coaimillee,  to  be  charged 
viih  whaierer  reipeets  the  laods  of  the  Umied 
Staiet,  aod  mored  a  rule  for  the  appoinimeDt  of 
a  Stan  ling  eomraiiiee  of  seven  members,  to  be 
Btfted  "A  Commiiiee  respecting  tbe  Lands  of 
the  United  States;"  which  mono 


ui — Teas  im,  oaya  oi. 

TheCommitiee  iheo  roae,  and  asked  lei 
■it  again,  which  the  House  granted. 

TcBSDAT,  December  17. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit;  from  Virginia, 
Matthew  Clay,  and  from  Kentucky,  Matthbv 
Walton, appeared,  prodacedlbeireredeDtiHU, and 
took  their  seats  ia  the  Honse. 

Mr.  Tenngt  made  a  report  in  the  niime  of  il: 
Committee  of  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Busine!<s. 

Mr.  Greoo  withdrew  a  motion,  made  hy  hii 
a  few  days  since,  relative  ID  the  di^poailioQ   of 
public  lands  recently  acquired  from  Ibe  Indians, 
under  the   imprewion  that  the  subject  would  ol 
jsourse  90  to  the  stamling  land  committee. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Oreoo  a  siaoding  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  appointed. 

Mr.  Stanton  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Kfobied,  That  ths  Comnuttve  of  Reiinl  and  Ud- 
dniahsd  Basinwi  be  instrncted  to  inquire  into  tb«  ex- 
padienc^  of  ■uipaoding,  for  a  limitaJ  time,  to  much  of 
•u  act  regulating  fordgn  coin*,  and  Un  other  pmpoMa, 
at  ia  contained  in  the  lecond  uction  thano^  with  ail- 
Ihoiitj  to  npoit  bj  bill  or  atharwiae. 

Mr.  Alston  observing  that  this  subject  was 
under  the  cans  ide  rat  Ion  of  the  Committee  of  Re- 
visal  and  Unfinished  .Business,  who  would  proba- 
bly soon  make  a  report  upon  it,  the  resoluiioa  was 
disagreed  to — yeas  89. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  tbe  er«w  of  the 
late  frigate  Philadelphia,  trnfavorable  to  the  peTi- 
lioners,  which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  t(»- morrow. 

TUEODORICK  ABHI8TEAD. 

The  H[>use  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  hillfor  the  relief  of  Theodorick 
Armistead;  oa  which  a  debate  of  abont  one  hour's 
duration  ensued. 

The  bill  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Crownin- 
e^iELD,  Shiub,  Newton,  Alston,  aod  Mc- 
Cbbcbt;  Bud  apposed  by  Messrs.  J.  C.  Saktb 
and  .UicoN 

The  opposition  was  sa^lained  on  the  alleged 
invariable  piacticeof  the  House,  to  establish  gene- 
lal  principles,  instead  of  providing  for  special 
cases.  As  a  general  principle,  which  would  em- 
brace this  case,  was  pending  befure  the  Cummtt- 
tec  of  Commereti  and  Msuufaciurea,  it  was  eon- 
teaded  to  be  the  most  propw  to  wwi  tutU  a  d«- 1 


cision  should  be  made  on  this  principle,  by  which 

Erovisioa  would  be  opened  for  all  staiilar  casea, 
y  uking  off  me  exiatiug  reaiTiciion  on  the  ioi- 
pnrtaiion  of  spirits  which  precluded  their  admis- 
sion in  smaller  vessels  than  of  ninety  galloHs. 

The  friends  of  the  bill  declared  the  caae  to  be 
an  extremely  bard  one,  and  explained  the  peculiar 
circumstances  attending  it  as  we  have  already 
stated  them  on  a  farmer  day.  They  repre«eated 
that  delay  in  this  case  would  be  equal  to  a  denial 
of  justice,  and  would,  by  the  accruing  expenses 
of  demurrage,  which  fell  on  the  petitioner,  eat  up 
the  value  of  his  brandies;  that  the  general  pro- 
vision alluded  to  would  probably  excite  much 
diversity  of  sentiment,  and  might,  after  eoasidera- 
ble  delay,  be  rejected. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  Mr.  CaowHTNSBTSLiK 
alluding  to  the  recent  British  orders,  spuke  of 
them  ''as  novel  and  straage  principles  acted  on 
by  their  courts;"  and  Mr.  Nbwton  represented 
them  as  "piratical  orders  issued  by  the  King  and 
Council  of  Great  Britain;"  remarking  that  he 
could  call  them  by  no  other  name. 

Al^er  adopting  an  amendment  for  securing  tbe 
payment  of  the  dutiPs,  offered  by  Mr.  J.  Clat, 
the  Committee  agreed  to  the  bill — onys  37;  ruse 
and  reported  it  to  the  House,  who  ordered  it  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morruw. 
RULES  OP  THE  H0U8B. 
The  Hoase  again  went  into  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  on  the  alaodiug  rules  of  the  Houae. 

After  making  a  slight  araendraent  in  one  of  the 
rales,  the  Oommi  ties  rose  and  reported  their  agree- 
ment to  tbe  rules,  with  certain  amendments. 
The  House  immediately  look  up  the  report 
On  tbe  amendment  ofllered  by  Mr.  FiNnLET, 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  a  standing  com- 
.ittee  respecting  the  lands  of  the  Uuited  States, 
debate  of  some  length  ensued,   in  which  the 
amendment   was   supported   by   Messrs.   Greoh, 
NicBOLSoif,  and  Suilie;  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
Bedinger. 

Mr.  BEniKOER  suggested  his  fears,  lest  a  staod- 
Qg  committee,  vested  with  the  entire  businesa 
Donected  with  the  public  lands,  should  gain  such 
an  ascendency  over  the  sentimeals  and  decisiona 
of  tbe  House,  by  tfae  oonfideoce  reposed  in  them, 
•s  to  impair  the  salutary  vigilance  with  which  it 
became  every  member  to  attend  to  so  intetesting 
a  subject. 

On  tbe  other  hand  it  was  contended  that  the 

business  of  tbe  House  would,  on  this  point,  be 

greatly  facilitated  by  the  institution  of  a  standing 

committee,  whose  decisions  would  be  uniform, 

who  would  from  a  lung  experience  become  moie 

lightened   than  a   select  committee,  and   who 

Duld  be  enabled  to  despatch  the  bubiness  confided 

to  them  with  greater  celerity. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to— yeas  87. 

The  remaining  smeniiments  proposed  by  the 

ummittee  uf  the  Whole  were  agreed  to, 

Mr.   Eablv  renewed   the  amendment,  offered 

yesterday  by  Mr.  Smiub,  to  preclude  all  debate  on 

tbe  previous  question ;  wbici),  after  a  few  remarks 

from  ilcMU.  Eablt,  Smiuk,  and  Vabnok,  wa« 
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agreed  to — yeta  69j  wh™  ibe  Houw  ciMearrpii 

jit  Ibe  wfaoIer''porlaiiamra(led.    Il  wa<  n  fi>tluwi>: 

ftojes  and  Ordanfor  condDcting  buiinra  in  the  Hoiue 

of  IbpraaniaitivM  of  the  United  Statn. 

Pint. — Toudiing  ISe  duty  of  the  ^eaker. 

He  ihill  laks  the  ebair,  tterj  da;,  prociwl;  at  the 
hm  to  which  the  Houm  shall  haTe  adjoumeiJ  on  the 
preceding  daj;  >hall  immadii.t(1;  call  the  mombrn  (o 
ordar,  ami,  an  the  appeannco  of  a  quoram,  shall  canae 
Iba  Journal  of  the  pracetting  cfa;  to  be  read. 

Sa  ahatl  prearrre  deeennn  and  order,  in  prefinmee 
te  alter  nemfaera,  riling  fram  hi*  leat  for  thar  purpoac, 
and  (ball  dec.da  qaeatioDi  of  order,  aobjact  to  en  ap- 
poal  (a  the  Honae  bjr  aaj  two  nembera. 

Ha  a^all  riaa  to  put  a  qoeatioo,  but  awy  Mala  It 


QHratianaahall  la  d'atinctljpnt  in  thi*  fbnn,  lo  wit 
"Aa  manj  aa  are  of  opioiMi  that  (aa  tba  qaeatiim  may 
be)  aay  Aje,"  and,  aAer  the  affiiniatiTe  voioe  ii  «i- 
pr«aaed,"aa  many  a>  are  of  ■  contrary  opinion,  aaj  Mo." 
Irthe  Speaker  doubta,  or  a  diviaioo  be  caUnl  (at,  the 
Bouae  ehaJl  di>ide;  thoae  in  the  effinsative  of  ihe  quea- 
tioB  ahall  fint  rise  from  Ibeii  Mala,  and  afterwaide 
tlMae  in  tbe  nagatite.  If  (he  Speaker  alill  doubta,  or  a 
coDBt  be  required,  the  Speaker  iihall  name  twa  mem- 
beiB,  one  Imn  each  aide,  to  tell  the  meiohera  in  the  if- 
imatiTe,  which  being  reported,  be  ifaaJI  then  name 
two  olhera,  one  fh)m  each  aide,  to  tell  thoae  in  the 
negatiTc ;  whirh  being  tA»o  reporUd,  he  ahall  rise,  and 
state  tbe  decision  lo  the  Honae. 

All  coiunitleea  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker, 
wieaa  Mberwiia  specinlly  direoud  by  tbe  Hunse,  in 
which  case  they  ahatl  be  appointed  by  ballnti  and  if, 
■pan  each  ballot,  the  number  required  ahall  not  be 
alected  by  a  auvority  of  the  iotas  gi«ea,  the  Hauaa 
diall  procigad  to  a  aeeond  ballet,  ia  whieh  a  plarality  ef 
votes  aball  prevail;  and,  in  case  a  (laater  aonber  ttan 
ia  taiinirsd  to  compose  or  complete  the  commitlee  ahall 
luTo  an  equal  nnnber  of  Totea,  the  House  ahall  pro> 
teed  tn  a  fnrther  ballot  or  ballota. 

In  all  other  casea  of  ballot,  than  for  eommittaea, 
majority  of  the  mlei  given  shall  be  necessary  to  a 
rtectioQ  1  and  when  there  ahall  not  be  such  majority  o.. 
the  Gnt  ballot,  the  ballot  ahali  be  repeated  nntil  a  ma- 
jority be  obtained. 

In  all  cases  efbdlot  by  tbe  Hanar,  Aa  Spesker  Aall 
vote;  iaotherecses  he  ahall  not  Tote.nnleaa  die  BouM 
ba  eqsallgr  dMded,  or  nnlen  bk  tote,  if  giien  to  tbe 
aunodty,  will  oaks  tba  dniaion  equal,  and  In  ea 
aadi  eqnal  dt>isM«,  tbe  qoaatiea  ahall  ba  last. 

In  ail  caaea  where  other  than  membar*  of  ibc  Houaa 
may  be  eligible  to  aay  offise,  by  tb  etaetkui  o 
Eoaee,  there  shall  ba  a  preriona  nomination. 

AU  acts,  adJressss.  and  joiM  teaoluiona,  shall  be 
■fnad  bjr  the  Speaker:  and  all  write,  warrants,  or  aub- 
uMaa.  laaned  by  order  of  tba  House,  shall  bound 
Ilia  hand  and  seal,  attested  by  the  Clerk. 

In  caae  of  any  dialnrbance  or  diaonlerly  conduct 
the  galleries  or  lobliy,  tbe  Speaker  (or  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  Hauae)  shall  hsTe  power  I 
ordtT  the  same  lo  be  cleared. 

No  peraoQ  ihall  be  sdlnitted  within  the  lobby  c 
lower  gallerrbot  memberaofthe  Senste,  officers  of  the 
Oenenl  Goremmcnt,  foreign  uinittera,  and  such  as 
are  Intfodnced  by  the  Speaker,  or  aome  other  member 
•ftbeHooaa. 

Stenogtsphers  ahall  ba  adnitted,  and  tbe  Speaki 
"*"""       '~  'a  tbeai  on  tbe  floor  aa  aha 

*  o^  tba  |I««aa. 


SamUj/^—Of  Dtetnm  *nd  DOmU. 

hen  any  member  is  abont  to  apeak  in  debita,  «t 
ir  any  matter  to  the  House,  be  shall  rise  from  his 
■est,  end  reapeclAjlly  addrees  himaelf  to  Mr.  Speaker. 
If  any  member,  in  speaking  or  otberwiaa,  transgreaa 
tbe  mlea  of  tba  House,  tba  Speaker  ahall,  or  any  maw 
ber  may,  call  to  order ;  in  which  caae,  tba  nMmbcr  as 
called  to  onlcr  ahall  immediately  sit  dttwn,  nnieas  per. 
mitted  to  explain,  and  Ibe  Hause  shaU,  if  ^>p««M  to^ 
lecide  on  Ibe  caae,  but  withoat  debate.  If  Ibera  be  aa 
ippeal,  tbe  deciaian  of  (be  Chaii,  abd  ba  iMbniuad  lau 
It  the  decision  be  in  brar  of  the  menbar  catlad  watdai^ 
he  shall  be  at  libcr^  to  proceed ;  if  othwwise,  and  tba 
[siiuira  it,  ba  ahall  be  liable  to  tbe  ceoaura  of  llw 


No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  die  aana 
question,  withoat  laa*«  of  the  Hovaa,  oor  more  ibaa 
until  every  member  rbirtting  lo  spaak  ahaM  kava 


Whilst  the  Speaker  ia  putting  any  qi 
dressing  the  House,  none  shall  walkout  ol^  or  at 
Houaci  Doi,inaiicbcase,or  when  a  member  iaspeaamg, 
'  eulertain  private  discourse  \  nor,  wbilata  membei 
ia  apeaking,  shall  paaa  between  bim  and  tbe  Ubair. 

*  I  member  ahall  vote  on  any  queation,  in  the  eieut 
lich  be  ia  immediately  and  particularly  intereated ; 
I  any  caae,  where  ba  waa  not  present  when  Iba 
queation  was  put. 

Upon  I  division  ind  count  of  the  ffonss  on  any  quaa- 

m.  no  member  without  the  bar  shall  be  counted. 

Every  member  who  shall  be  in  the  House  when  a 
qneation  is  put,  aliall  give  faia  vote,  ankaaa  the  Hevsa, 
'  r  speeial  fvasona,  shall  exooss  hiDi. 

When  a  medan  ia  made  and  eacoHAed,  it  4mA  ba 
staled  by  Ae  Spealmr,  or,  being  m  wnting,  it  shall  ba 
banded  t»  Ibe  Uhsic,  ami  read  alead  by  Itae  «c«k  be- 
Dm  debated. 

Every  motion  shaH  \m  teAieed  la  wdlkig,  if  tha 
Spaabec  or  any  membel  deaka  it. 

Altar  a  molMB  is  stated  by  tba  Speakv,  e>  read  by 
the  Ulert,  it  ifaall  be  daameJto  ba  in  tba  poMoaaion  af 
lbs  Houaa,  but  may  ba  witbdmwu  at  aftj  time  bafeiaa 
deciaion  or  amendment. 

Wbea  a  qnastion  «•  ondlai  debate,  K*  tMtiaa  ahall  to 
received,  anleaa  for  tba  primoua  qnsetian.  t»  foilpfi 
it  iudeGrtilaly,  to  poatpoaa  it  to  a  ^  oaetaik.  la  baas 
the  table,  to  ommit  it,  to  amend  it,  at  ta  a4ja«r«. 

A  motion  to  adjonm  shall  ba  alw^s  in  «rdv,  raX 
ahall  be  decided  withont  debate. 

Tbe  previons  question  shall  be  in  tbia  ftmi :  "  SbaO 
the  main  queatioB  be  now  put  1"  It  shall  o*ly  be  ad- 
miltod  whea  demanded  by  five  nambera;  and,  uniil  it 
is  decided,  shall  prednde  all  awendmant  and  laitbac 
debate  of  the  main  question. 

On  a  previous  i]uesti«n  there  shall  ba  no  debate. 

When  a  question  is  postponed  indefinitely,  tbe  aaMa 
shall  not  be  acted  upon  again  during  the  sreaiou. 

A  ny  member  may  call  for  tba  diviHon  of  a  question, 
where  the  sense  will  sdmit  of  it. 

A  motion  for  commitment,  until  it  is  decided,  ^all 
preclnde  all  amendment  of  the  main  qtteatlon. 

Mot  one  and  reports  may  be  eommiUed  at  the  pteasnni 
of  the  Houra. 

NonewmoliimorpropoailianahallbeBdniittad  undar 
cater  of  amendment,  aa  a  autotltuta  far  Iba  me  lien  ar 
nranaailian  wad»  dsbalii 
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When  m  noltOR  ha*  been  aoet  made  and  carrM  in 
the  ftffiraiitive  or  negatire,  it  >bail  ba  in  order  for  any 
member  of  thamajonty  to  moTeAr  tha  reeoaaideraLtoD 
lheieo£ 

When  the  leading  of  a  paper  ia  railed  fiir,  and  tbe 
••me  ta  olijected  to  1^  aiij  member,  it  diall  be  deter- 
mined bj  a  vote  oTtbe  House. 

Tbe  nnfiniahed  buaineia  in  nhich  tbe  Hoaae  waa  en- 
gaged at  the  leat  preceding  adjoarnment,  riiall  hare 
the  prefereDce  in  the  orden  of  the  day  ;  and  no  motion 
on  way  othcrbDnnna  ahall  be  reeeixid,  without  apBelat 
lea*B  of  the  Honae,  until  the  former  ia  diapoaed  of. 

If  a  qneation  depending  be  loet  by  adjonrmncnt  of 
AeBoaifl,and  nrived  on  the  raeceedjBg  day,  no  mem- 
ber, who  ahall  have  apoken  tirice  on  the  preoedinf  day, 
ahaJI  be  parniUed  again  to  apeak  witlwal  learft 

Every  order,  reflation,  oi  vote,  lo  which  the  coiioiir- 
rence  of  the  Senate  ahall  be  netnaaarj,  aball  be  read 
to  the  Houae.and  laid  on  tbe  table,ona  day  preceding 
that  in  wbieb  the  ■■meahall  be  moved,  unleaatheHouae 
ahall  otherwise  eipnialy  allow. 

Petitjooa,  memoriali,  and  other  papeia,  addreaaed  to 
the  House,  abail  be  pregented  by  the  Speaker,  or  by  a 
member  in  h»  place  ;  a  brief  atitement  of  the  contents 
Aereof  ahall  verbally  be  made  by  the  introducer,  and 
ahall  not  be  dobatedot  decided  on  the  day  of  (heir  being 
llrat  read,  nnlen  where  the  Houae  ahall  direct  athei- 
wiae  ;  but  ihall  lie  on  tbe  taUe,  to  be  taken  up  in  the 
order  they  were  read. 

Any  fifteen  mnnbera  (inehidlngthe  8peaker,if  there 
be  one,)  ahall  be  authoriied  to  compel  the  attendance 
of  abaent  memben. 

Upon  ealla  of  tbe  Home,  or  in  taking  the  yeas  and 
naya  on  any  qneation,  the  names  (rf  the  memben  shall 
be  called  alphabetically. 

Any  member  may  eiotuehima^  from  aerving  on  any 
committee  at  tlie  time  of  bii  appointment,  if  he  ia  then 
■  member  of  two  other  comniitteeB. 

No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the  service  of 
the  House,  unless  he  have  leave,  or  be  sick  and  unable 
to  attend. 

Upon  a  call  of  the  House,  the  names  of  the  members 
ahall  b«  called  over  by  the  Olerk,  and  the  absentees 
noted ;  after  which  the  names  of  the  abaenlees  shall 
again  be  called  over,  the  dnjrs  shall  then  be  shut,  and 
those  for  whom  no  etcuse,  or  insufficient  excuses  aie 
le,  may.  by  order  of  the  House,  be  taken  into  cus- 


tody as  they  appear,  or  may  be  sent  (or  and  lakei 
euBlody,  wheiever  to  be  found,  by  special  messet 


igera, 


and  admitted  to  bia  aeat,  the  House  shall  determine 
whether sQch  diacbarge  shall  be  with,  or  without  paying 
fees  ;  and,  in  like  manner,  whether  a  delinquent  mem- 
ber, taken  into  custody  by  aapecial  messenger,  shall, or 
shidl  not,  be  liable  to  defray  the  expensea  of  sadL  special 
messenger. 

A  Sergcant-at-Arms  shall  be  appointed  to  hold  his 
office  during  the  pleasurs  of  tbe  House,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  attend  the  House  during  its  sitting ;  to  ex- 
ecute the  commands  of  the  Hoase,  Irom  time  to  time  ; 
together  with  all  luch  process  iseued  by  authority  there- 
of, as  shall  be  directed  lo  him  by  the  Speaker. 

The  fees  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  shall  be,  fcr  every 
arrest,  the  sum  of  two  dollars;  for  eedl  day's  coslody 
and  releasement,  one  dollar;  andlbr  travelling  expenses 
of  himself  or  especial  messenger,  going  and  returning, 
one  tenth  of  a  dollar  per  mile. 

Seven  standing  committees  shall  be  appointed  at  the 

Sih  Con 10 


A  Committee  of  Elections,  a  Oommlltee  of  Claims, 
a  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  a  Gom-- 
mitteeof  Waysand  Meana,  a  Committee  on  the  Publia 
Lands — to  conaist  of  seven  membera  eeoh. 

A  Committee ofRevisal  and  Unfinished  Bii«ness,Bild 
a  Committee  of  Aeeounta. — (o  conaist  of  three  mem- 
bers each. 

It  ahall  (m  the  du^of  the  Committee  ofElectionato 


this  House,  and  to  lake  into  their  connderation  all  audi 
petitions,  and  odier  raattera  touching  aleetioru  and  t» 
tarns,  as  riiall,  or  may  be,  presented,  or  come  in  qne^ 
tioD,  and  be  Tefeirad  to  lh«n  by  tha  House. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  of  Claims 
to  take  into  consideration  all  such  petitions  and  matten 
or  things  touching  claims  aiid  demands  on  the  United 
Statee,  as  shall  be  presented,  or  shall  or  may  come  in- 
question,  and  be  relerred  to  them  by  the  House,  and  to 
report  their  opinion  thereupon,  together  with  audi  pro- 
positions for  relief  therein,  as  to  them  shall  aesm  ex- 
pedient. 

ft  ahaH  b«  the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Mauutacturea  to  take  into  conaideration  all 
such  petiiiona  and  matters  or  Ihinga  touching  the  com- 
merce and  manursctores  of  the  United  States,  aa  shall 
be  ptescnted,  or  shall  oi  nay  corns  in  question,  sod  ba 
relerred  to  them  by  the  House,  and  to  report,  &om  time 
to  time,  their  opinion  thereon. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Committse  of  Waja 
and  Means  to  take  into  consideratioD  all  snob  reports  of 
the  Treaanry  DetnrtoMnt,  and  aUsnch  propositiMiarsl- 
atire  to  the  reveirae,  as  may  be  rafinred  lo  them  by  tha 
Home  I  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  &e  public  debt ;  of 
tbe  revenue  and  of  the  expenditure*;  and  to  report^  > 
from  time  lo  time,  their  opinion  thereon  t  to  eaamina 
tha  ataleof  the  several  pdUtodepartmeMs,  and  )Mi- 


be  neceaau;  to  add  to  the  econony  of  the  dapanmenti^ 
and  tha  Moomitability  of  tbeir  oOaera. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  aafd  Conmltlee  on  th« 
Public  Landa  to  take  into  consideration  all  audi  ped- 
tiotis,  and  nauer*  or  ddngs,  reapecting  the  landa  of  tbe 
Unitad  Btatea,  aa  shall  be  presented,  or  diallor  may  eema 
in  question,  and  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House;  and. 
to  report  thenr  opinion  thereupon,  together  wi^  such 
prapositions  Ibr  relief  thnrttn,  as  to  (Mm  Aail  aetm  ex- ' 
pedient. 

It  ahall  be  im  duty  of  tbe  said  Committee  of  Re*i- 
sal  and  Unflnished  Business  to  e(Kmbw  and  report 
whiat  laws  have  expired,  or  are  near  eipiting,  and  re- 
qore  to  be  revived,  or  fmher  continued ;  also,  to  ex-- 
amine  and  report  fa«m  the  Jouroal  of  the  laat  sessioii, 
alt  such  matters  ss  were  then  deponding  and  undetar- 

It  shall  b«  the  du^  of  the  said  Committee  of  Ao- 
counta  to  anpetinlend  aod  contitd  the  eipanditure  of 
the  contingent  lapd  of  the  Houm  of  Rapraeantative% 
and  to  audit  and  aattte  all  aceouots  which  may  ba  . 
charged  thereon;  and,  also,  to  audit  the  acconnta of 
the  members  lor  their  travel  lo  and  from  tha  seat  of 
OoveromeDt.  and  Iheii  attendance  in  tbe  Honae. 

No  eommittae  shall  ait  during  the  sitting  of  tha. 
House,  without  special  leave. 

The  Clerk  of  Uie  Houae  sbaU  take  an  oath  for  tbe. 
trAa  and  &ithfiil  discharge  of  the  diitiaa  of  his  office  to 
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Iha  beat  of  hii  koowledfc  uid  abilitie*,  and  iIirII  be 
dMmed  to  continaa  in  office  antil  another  b*  ■ppoinled. 

U  ahall  ba  tha  dat<r  of  tha  Clark  of  the  Hoiua.  at 
the  end  of  eadi  aeeaioo,  to  eeod  a  printed  cop;  ol  the 
fcwDala  thereof  to  the  Executiis,  end  to  each  branch 
of  the  LegMlatUN  of  ererr  8ul«. 

WhenaTer  conSdential  eommanieationa  are  TaceJTed 
ftom  the  Preaideftt  of  the  United  Statoe,  die  Hoaae 
tb»il  be  dearad  of  all  peraona,  ei««pt  tba  memben  and 
tb  Clerk,  and  ■□  contioue  dyriof  the  reading  of  auoh 
comuanieatione,  and  (nnleaa  otbwwiae  directed  by  tha 
Boaaa)  dniing  all  debatea  and  pMoeedinga  to  be  had 
thareon.  And  whan  the  Speaker,  or  anj  otho  mam- 
ber,  iliall  iafona  the  HouH  that  he  baa  conununia- 
lioiia  to  make,  which  ha  eonceiie*  ought  to  be  kept 
wcret,  the  Mooh  ihall,  in  like  manner,  be  cleared  till 
thecsminuDLcationbeaiede;  the  Uovh  ihall  then  dc- 
t«ni)JD«  whether  the.  matter  commoDicatod  raquiiea 
■tcrecj  or  not,  and  t^e  order  according;. 

All  qaeitioDa  relating  to  the  priority  of  htuiDMa  to 
Im  Bcied  on,  ^all  be  deuded  nilhout  debate. 
Thirdly— Of  Bilb. 

Eivery  bin  afaall  be  introdnccd  by  motion  for  leare, 
hy  an  i»i)rr  of  the  Houae,  on  the  report  of  a  commil- 
toe;  and,  in  either  case,  a  committee  to  prepare  the 
■ame  efaall  be  appointed.  In  caMiof  a  ^neral  nature, 
one  daj'e  notice,  at  leait,  aball  be  given  of  the  motion 
to  bring  in  a  bill ;  and  eveiy  ench  motion  maj  be  com- 
tnitlad. 

Bvery  bill  aball  roedre  three  eeraial  reeding  in  the 
HoiM«  prerltmi  to  ita  paaeage;  and  all  bUla  ihafl  be 
deapatched  in  order  •■  ttwy  were  introduced,  unleaa 
where  the  Houw  (ball  direct  otberwiM ;  but  no  bill 
■hall  ba  twice  read  on  the  Mme  day,  withoat  apeoial 
Mder  of  the  Honaa. 

The  firat  readily  of  a  bill  ahall  be  for  information, 
■nd,  if  oppaatian  be  made  to  it,  the  qaeMion  aball  be, 
"Bball  thii  bill  be  rejeetedl"  If  nooppoaitioahemade, 
Dl  if  the  qneation  to  r^ect  be  negatiied,  the  bill  ahall 
go  to  ita  aaeend  reading  widreot  a  qneation. 

Upon  Ike  ■eeond  rwdaag  of  a  biU,  tfae  Speaker  abaU 
•tato  it  aa  read;  for  oommiUnent  or  eogroumMM;  and 
If  committed,  theo  a  quaetion  ihalj  ba,  wbathar  ta  a 
Mbct  or  alaBding  committaa,  or  to  a  Conuaittee  WT  the 
whole  Houae  i  if  to  a  Comrailtoe  of  the  whole  Honae, 
th«  Hooaa  akall  detanaine  on  what  day.  Bat,  if  the 
UU  be  ordered  to  be  engioaaed,  the  Houae  atitU  ap- 
point the  day  whan  it  ahall  ba  read  1^  third  time. 

AAsr  oomoutmant.and  lepmt  tharaof  to  the  Houae, 
•tat  any  tine  b<fara  ita  pwaage,  a  bill  nuy  h».raco»- 

.  All  hili.  oidermi  to  ba  en^^eaad  alwU  b*  euoulwl 
iB.a  lair  xonnd  hand- 

Wbmi  a.biU  abiD  pBaa,it  abaH  ba  outified  by  Ite 

OlMk,  noting  die  day  o{  ita  paaaasa  at  tb«  foot  thsrooC 

RwrtA/j—Of  Committta  of  the  Whok  Moum. 

It  ehall  be  a  etanding  order  of  the  day.  throughout 
Oie  aeaeion.  for  the  Houae  to  reaolTo  itaelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houm  on  the  rtale  of  the  Union. 

la  forming  a  Oommittee  of  the  whole  Honm.  the 
Bpeaker  ehall  leare  hii  chair,  and  a  cbainnao,  to  pre- 
wle  In  committee,  ibatt  be  appointed  bj  the  Speaker. 

Upon  billi  oommitled  toe  Committee  of  the  whole 
EouM,  the  bill  ahall  be  Snt  read  thronghout  by  the 
Clerk,  and  then  again  read  and  debated  by  clinaea. 
leknng  tha  preamble  to  be  liat  eoniidared  i  the  body 
of  the  bill  ahtll  not  ba  deftioed  or  iateiilnad  ;  but  all 
•i  noting  tbe  page  and  tine,  shall  be  duly 


eutared  by  the  Clerk  on  a  a^anda  paper,  aa  tha  bbbc 
■ball  be  agreed  to  by  the  committee,  and  ao  reported  Is 
the  Home.  After  report,  the  bill  ahall  again  bo  sob. 
ject  to  be  debated,  and  amended  by  clauaee,  btlbra  a 
qoeation  to  engmae  it  be  taken. 

All  iinendmenta  made  to  a  report,  committod  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houae,  ihall  bo  niit*d  tutd  re- 
puted at  in  the  caae  of  biUa. 

All  quoationa,  whether  in  committee  or  in  the  Hmuav 
diall  be  propounded  in  the  order  in  whidi  thn  were 
moved ;  except  that,  in  filling  up  blanks,  the  iaiteaC 
anm,  and  longest  time,  ahall  be  Si«t  put. 

No  motion  or  propoaition  Gn  a  tai,  or.  charge  npen 
the  penile,  aball  be  diaeuHed  the  day  on  which  it  ia 
made  or  oflated,  and  every  audi  propoaition  aball  i^ 
ccive  its  £iat  diamuaioa  in  a  Conuaittae  of  the  whidt 

No  anm,  or  quantum  of  tax,  or  du^,  voted  by  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houae,  AM  be  ineraascd  in 
the  Houu,  until  the  motion  or  propoaition  tor  inch  in- 
creaiB  aball  be  firal  diacuaied  aod  voted  in  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  Houae ;  and  to  in  reaped  to  the  time 


All  pioceedinga,  louAing  appropriatiana  ef  nomy, 
diall  be  first  diacnaaad  in  a  Corarailtee  of  Uie  whola 

The  rulea  of  [m>ceeding  in  the  Honae  diall  be  ob- 
served in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Homo,  bo  far  aa 
tbey  may  be  spplicebte,  except  the  rule  limiting  the 
timaa  of  apeaking ;  but  no  member  ^all  apeak  twice 
to  any  qneation  until  every  mMnbar,  rhonaing  to  tpttk, 
■hall  have  apoken. 

No  itanding  rule  or  order  of  the  Honae,  ahall  be  re- 
adnded  without  one  daj'a  notice  being  ^v«a  of  tha 
motion  therefor. 

Joint  Bula  and  Order*  of  the  (too  Aniae*. 

In  every  caae  of  an  amendment  of  a  biU  agreed  to  in 
one  Hoase,  and  dinenied  to  in  the  other,  if  eitha 
Home  aball  requeat  a  conlisrence  and  appoint  a  com- 
mittee for  that  porpoae,  and  the  other  Houae  ehall  alao 
appoint  a  committee  to  confer,  aneh  rnminitii  ta  AtU, 
at  a  convenient  hour,  to  be  agreed  on  by  their  chair> 
main,  meet  in  the  Conference  chamber,  and  itat*  to 
each  other,  Tcrbally  or  in  writing,  aa  either  ahall  ehoOMt 
the  reasona  of  theii  leapective  Honaei  for  and  againit 
the  amendment,  and  confer  freely  thereon. 

Wbenameaaage  ihell  be  sent  from  the  Benalelo 
the  Houae  of  Representativea,  it  ahall  be  announced 
at  the  door  of  the  Home  by  the  Doorkeeper,  and  shall 
be  reapectAilIy  communicated  to  the  Chair  by  the  par> 
son  by  nhooi  it  may  be  sent 

The  same  ceremony  ahall  be  observed  when  a  mea- 
aage  ehall  be  sent  from  the  House  of  Bapreaentativea 
to  the  Senate. 

Mesaages  shall  be  sent  by  audi  person*  aa  a  aenae  of 
propriety  in  each  House  may  determine  to  be  pn^r. 

While  bills  are  on  their  passage  between  the  two 
Houaea,  they  shall  ba  on  paper,  and  nndei  (he  aigrut- 
ture  of  the  Secntary  or  Clerk  of  aadl  Hooae,  reapact- 

AAn  a  bill  shall  have  paased  bodi  Honaea,  it  ahall 
br  duly  enrolled  on  parchment  by  tha  Clerk  of  the 
Home  of  Repreaentativea,  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate, aa  the  bill  may  have  originated  in  the  one  or  the 
other  House,  before  it  ahall  be  pieaentod  to  tha  Piasi- 
dent  of  the  United  States. 

When  bills  are  enrolled,  they  shall  ba  examined  by 

joint  committee  of  one  from  the  Senate,  and  two 

fiom  Iho  Home  of  Repretectativea,  appointed  •■  a 
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■tsDiling;  eommittee  for  ttul  pnrpmB,  wbn  ihBll  etis> 
foil;  eompue  the  cDiulinent  witti  Ac  engioaed  bilk, 
ta  puwJ  in  the  two  Hoatn,  uid  correcting  anj  enon 
Uat  (Qaj  be  JiuM»«red  in  the  enrolled  billi,  mike  their 
lepoit  forthvith  to  the  reentctiTe  Hmue*. 

After  eiUBinalian  uiu  repoit,  Muh  liill  iball  ba 
•igned  in  the  lecpectiTs  Hauaes,  6rst  bj  the  Ape»ter  of 
the  Home  of  ReprcMHt^iTe*,  then  bj  the  Fieaidant  of 
the  Benftle. 

Aflei  ■  bill  ebdl  faave  been  tbtu  signed  in  each 
HoQae,  it  ahall  be  presented  bj  tbo  laid  eommittee  to 
the  President  of  the  United  Btatea  for  his  approtntian, 
it  being  first  endorsed  on  the  back  of  (he  roll,  certify- 
ing in  which  Honse  the  seme  originated ;  nfaifh  eO' 
donemani  shall  be  signed  by  the  Hecretaij  or  Clerk  (ai 
die  can  raa;  be)  of  the  House  in  nhich  the  same  did 
originate,  and  ahall  be  entei«d  on  the  Janmal  of  eadi 
Boom.  The  said  committM  dull  raport  the  da;  of 
presenlatioD  to  the  Praaidenl,  which  time  shall  alio  be 
caraJiiUy  entered  on  the  Jeamal  of  each  Hoius. 

All  orders,  leeolnliaBe,  and  Totea.  which  ar*  to  be 
premitteJ  to  the  PMndeol  of  the  United  State*  for  hia 
•ppndxttion,  ahatl  alao,  is  tlte  *■«•  Bannw,  bo  preTi- 
oualy  eDTolled,  siamiDed,  and  aigned,  and  shall  be  pr«- 
aentod  in  the  same  manner  and  by  the  came  conuniUee 
•a  provided  in  case  of  bills. 

When  the  Senate  and  Hoiue  i^  BapreaentatiTei 
atiBlt  judge  it  proper  to  make  a  joint  address  lo  the  Prea- 
ident,  it  shall  be  presented  lo  him  in  his  aodience  cham- 
ber b;  the  President  of  the  Senate,  in  the  presence  of 
the  Speaker  and  both  Houses. 

.Wedmesdav,  December  18. 

An  eogroMed  bill  for  tbe  retlefof  Tbeodoriok 
Armiatead  was  md  (be  thinl  (ime,  BDd  pasted. 

Mr.  F(iiDi.Br,fromtbeGt>mmitteeor£l(eiioDi(, 
to  trhoca  wss  referred,  on  the  nintfa  instaot,  (be 
petition  of  ThotuBB  Spatdiog,  of  the  State  of 
Oeorgik,  complaiinag  of  an  uodae  election  and 
ictam  of  Cowlea  Meadj  oae  of  the  nrnmbers  r«. 
Uiraed  to  aer**  in  this  Hvnte  for  ihe  mid  Stat* 
of  Oflorgia,  made  a  report  ib#reiipoQ  ;  wbicb  wb« 
read,  aod  ordered  to  be  commiiled  to  a  Coainit- 
t««  (rt  the  whole  Hoiue  on  Moaiaj  next. 
On  onnioii,  it  was 

Ordered,  TbaithvreportofaiwIeeteDDimittBe, 
made  tfae  17tb  of  Febfuarjr,  ISOi,  on  a  letter  of 
WillMBt  H.  Harrison.  ProMdentof  a  ConvrotiaB 
held  ai  Vineenaesi  in  (be  Indiaoa  Territorr,  da- 
clarinp  ibe  oostent  of  tbe  people  of  tfap  said  Tef 
ritor^  to  *  BOBpensioa  of  the  sixth  article  of  com- 
pact  between  tbe  Usitod  States  and  the  Mid 
people-;  also,  on  a  meaiotial  and  peiltion  of  tbe 
■Dfaabitania  of  tbe  mid  Territory ;  be  referred  lo 
Mr.  Oarnctt.  Mr.  MoBBOttof  Obio^Mr.  Pabu, 
Mr.  Hahi(.tor,  Mr.  Smitb  of  Soatb  CBrolihs, 
Mr.  Waltob,  aad  Mr.  Vah  CaBTtAHBT. 

A  peiitioa  otthr  Leaiilatire  Coudcj!  and  Rooae 
of  RepresBDiatives  of  the  Indiana  Terriiory  was 
preartitetl  lo  the  Houee  and  rrad,  praying  that 
the  iDtroduction  of  slaves  ieto  (bp  said  Territorr 
mar  be  pemtiited  by  Congress;  that  the  righc  of 
snffrage  therein  may  be  enUrged;  ibai  the  salt 
licks  and  springs  in  (he  said  Terriiory  may  be 
ceded  to  them  on  aertain  cobditions ;  tbtt  a  cer- 
tain deaeriplioo  of  olaimaota  to  tend,  in  tbe  nid 
Toriuxy,  itMiy  te  {MnnlHad'iD  tdakeentir  thereot 


in  the  mode  therein  sta(ed;  ibal  no  dirinon  of 
(he  said  Territory  may  take  place;  and  that  tha 
citiiena  thereof  may  be  permit(ed  to  form  a  Siaia 
goverBSieni  as  soon  as  their  popalalion  will  per* 
mit  tbe  meassre. 

AIm>,  a  petitioB  of  sundry  purchasera  of  land 
settled,  end  iatendiog  to  seiile,  on  that  part  of  the 
ituUasa  Territory  west  of  Ohio,  and  east  of  tha 
boandary  line  running  from  the  rfooth  of  Ken^ 
tuekyrirer,  praying  (Gnt  ibeaaid  met  of  country 
may  be  added  (o  and  made  part  of  the  State  ol 
Obio. 

Ordered,  That  (ha  said  petition*  be  aercrBlly 
referred  to  the  ootomittee  last  sppoioted ;  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
tbe  same,  with  theft  opinion  ihereapon,  to  tbe 
Uonse. 

Mr.  Varnch,  from  tbe  committee -appointed  ott 
the  sixth  inatitDt,  presented  a  bill  extabtishing 
rules  and  aniales  for  tbe  government  of  (be  at- 
miesof  the  United  Btatea;  wfaleh  was  read  twiee 
and  commiited  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Friday  next. 

Mr.  Tennet,  from  (be  Committee  of  Rerisal 
and  Unfiniehed  Bosinesx,  made  a  furiher  report; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  (o  tie  on  (he  (able. 

Mr.  Tbnnet,  from  (be  same  commiKee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  reTiveand  continue  in  force  an 
act  entilled  "An  act  lo  nupeod,  in  part,  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and 
for  oibn  pnrpoies;  which  WVR  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  to^ 
morrow. 


A  petition  of  c 


I  aetniU  eettler*  on  Iinda 


lely  sold  by  Congress,  as  pre-emption  landg^ 
lying  betwen  the  \h»mies,  in  the  State  of  Ohio) 
was  preaenled  in  tbe  Hoose  atid  read,  prayiw  a 
temisaion  of  interest,  and  an  extensmn  of  to* 
terms  of  payment  for  their  land*. — Refarittd  to 
tbe  Committee  on  Poblic  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Soutvasd, 

ReMhtd,  That  a  commitlM  be  appdnted  to  inqnba 
whedier  any  and  if  any,  what  alterations  are  necessary 
in  the  act  reepaotlng  th«  compensatian  to  grand  a>d 
other  juron  ■smmoned  to  s«r*a  in  the  OoBrta  of  Dm 
United  Stalea. 

Mr.  SonTBABD  prefaced  this  motion  by  slatiMj 
that  be  had  been  iBformcd  that  jarora  in  the  <lt^ 
ferent  Caartu  of  (he  United  States  meiTed  rarioua 
compaasatioBs. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  tbe  Hoose  resolted 
iL>elf  into  a  Commitiee  of  (he  Whole  on  tbe  bill 
"supplemeotBry  to  the  act  entitled  an  aet  regola- 
ting  tbe  grants  of  land  appropriated  for  tbe  refiH 
sees  from  the  British  Piurinaes  of  Canadx  aad' 
Nova  S«atia." 

This  bill  directs  the  following  locations  of  land- 
and  patPDla  to  beitnnted; 

"  To  Charlotte  Haaen,  widow  of  Moeea  H*ini,  rifr 
teeti  handred  aores;  Elijah  Ayre, senior, one thonsand 
a«(M;  Elijah  Ayro,  Jun.,  three  bnndred  and  twentr 
acraa ;  and  Anthaa;  Bark,  two  huiUred  and  fifty  acres." 

Mr.  TeouAs  explained  the  grounds  on  which 
this  bill  is  predicated,  in  virtue  of  inexecuted  re- 
aelulioiis  of  tbe  old  Congress;  when  the  Commit* 
(MftMO  and'  reported  it' triihoutamendmeni;  In' 
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Revolulvmary  Pmriotier*. 


Dbobhbkk,  1806. 


which  report  the  HoQse  immediaiely  concurred, 
«Dd  ordered  tbe  bill  to  a  third  reading  lo-morrow. 
Mr.  MoHHOw  preaenled  a  petiiion,  of  a  Tery  io- 
teresting  nature,  from  Francii  Meuonicr.  a  native 
of  Fraoce;  staiiDg  tbat  from  nunerous  ezperi- 
tuetita  made  by  him,  ia  the  Ticioity  of  Ciucinaaii, 
ID  the  SuitQ  of  Ohio,  he  belieres  he  will  be  able 
lo  cultivftle  the  viae  with  complete  succeas ;  tbat 
the  ezperimeMs  made  liave  i»ued  io  reBtiliR  equal 
tobisiDDstaaDguiDeeipectatioDs;  that  he  believes 
he  will  be  able  lOMipply  wines  of  a  quality  equal 
to  those  of  Prance  competeoi  lo  the  demaod  of 
the  Btaie  at  aw  fourih  of  the  price  of  imponed 
wines;  that  the  fere r  and  agae,  so  prefaleui  on 
the  western  walert,  is.  in  his  opinion,  greatly  ow- 
iag  to  the  inability  at  the  people,  from  the  exor- 
bitant price  of  wine,  to  consume  it  in  connexion 
wiiti  the  btirk ;  that  he  is  conrioced  that  the  bot- 
tonii  of  Ohio  are  as  favorable  lo  the  cultLvaiion  of 
ihe  grape  as  the  hills  of  France;  nnd  solicitia^ 
either  tbe  graot,  or  the  sale  on  an  extended  credit 
of  section  29,  in  township  No.  3,  range  9,  on  Mad 
river,  a  siiuation  which  he  considers  singularly 
bvorable  to  a  vineyard. 

'    Referred  lo  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Itanufnctures. 

HEVOLUTIONARy  PENStONERB. 
.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Jonit  C.  Bmitb  (he  House 
I«K>lved  itself  into  e  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
liie  Inll  "in  addition  to  an  act  to  make  provision 
for  persons  thai  have  been  disabled  by  known 
WODnda,  received  in  tbe  actual  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  during  the  RevoluiioDary  war. 

The  Commitiee  having  passed  ihrough  the  bill,. 
reponed  it  withont  amendment. 

Ths  Honae  immediately  took  up  ihe  report; 
and  on  the  queaiton  to  engross  the  bill  for  a  third 
nadiag. 

Mr.  Alston  asked  for  information  with  regard 
to  a  new  principle  which  appeared  to  bin  to  be 
contained  ia  the  first  section.  He  observed  that 
it  was  unknown  to  him  wheihci  tbe  United  Stales 
kad  ever  placed  volunteers  or  militia  on  their 
fODiion  lilt  If  this  bad  not  heielofore  been  done, 
and  it  should  be  done  at  this  late  period,  he  did 
■otknow  where  the  btisinesswooli)  end.  li  would 
be  nowise  difficult  for  any  jperson  to  bring  foi^ 
ward  ■omakindofevideBceofadisabililyrectjived 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  by  showing  that  he 
kcd  jMrfiirmedsomesa-viee  01  other.    With  re- 

Etd  to  thoM  at  present  on  the  p#aiion  list  of  tbe 
alas  it  would  b«  estremety  diffieali  for  ibem  to 
pBOduce  the  evidence  required  bythislaw;  and 
dte. States  might  after  the  pasjcge  of  this  hill 
aweep  from  their  list  pensioners  of  the  descriptioa 
dODtemplated  in  the  bill.  Unless  a  proper  exfJa- 
DaiioQ  of  these  circumstances  were  made,  Mr.  A. 
aaid  he  could  not  voie  for  tbe  bill. 

Mr.  QiiBoa  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  rela- 
tive 111  the  makiag  provision  fur  persons  disabled 
in  the  militia,  or  acting  under  tbe  authority  ofa 

Srticular  State.  He  said  that  he  (bought  it  a 
'ced  cpnsuuction  of  (he  ac(  of  1603  to  extend 
ila  proviiion  lo  those  persons  employed  in  (be 
mpitia  Miviqe  .01.  who  qcted  tinder  particvlar 


Slates.  He  rcsd  (be  provisions  of  tbat  a«t,  and 
ofaaervedihat  they  did  not  contain  a  word  respect- 
ing the  militia,  or  those  who  acted  ander  the 
order  of  Slates.  He  could  not  see  the  propriety 
of  placing  on  the  pension  list  those  who  acted 
under  the  authority  of  the  States.  There  miidtt 
be  some  bodies  who  had  been  ordered  out  by  par- 
ticular States,  who  so  far  from  being  rect^oised 
by  the  General  QovernmenI,  had  been  called  out 
iu  contravention  of  their  orders.  It  would.  Mr. 
Q.  thought,  he  very  extraordinary  to  place  sac h 
men  on  the  pension  lial  of  the  United  States.  He 
believed  that  all  proper  objects  who  had  been 
drawn  out  under  Slate  orders,  were  on  State  pen- 
sion lists.  If  these  men  were  set  aQuu  by  this 
act,  tbey  misbt  at  (bit  late  day,  owing  to  the  dif- 
6cul4y  of  colleciing  proper  evidence,  be  left  with- 
out remedy. 

Mr.  JoBN  C.  Smitb  (aid  that  the  bill  onder 
COOK  id  era  lion  wasjHvcisely  similar  to  one  wfaieh 
had,  at  the  last  Eeieion.  been  agreed  to  in  the  House, 
and  had  been  ordered  to  be  eogrosKcd  fur  a  third 
reading;  bu(  which  had  not  been  concluaivcly 
ac(ed  upon.  He  observed  that  be  had  never  been 
very  tenacious  of  tbe  principle  on  which  gentle- 
men bad  animadverted;  though  he  believed  that 
the  wounds  received  by  (he  description  of  persons 
referred  to  had  been  as  aerious  to  them,  and  as  iin- 
porlani  to  their  country,  as  ibose  received  by  sol- 
diers in  the  ac(ual  service  of  the  Daired  Slates. 
It  bad  been  remarked  (hat  some  ot  the  States  had 
made  provision  for  this  descriplion  of  persons. 
Whether  this  was,  or  was  not  the  ease,  he  did  not 
know.  Bbi  if  gentlemen  would  advert  to  tbe  act 
of  1796,  they  would  find  a  provision  made  for 
commiuioned  and  non-commosioned  officas  aad 
privates  of  the  militia  who  bad  been  in  the  aer- 
vice  of  the  United  States  since  tbe  Revolutionary 
war.  The  principle  in  this  bill  wa*  the  nom- 
with  that  in  the  bill  passed  in  1796.  in  that  id- 
stance  the  militia  had  been  called  out  for  ihe  gene- 
ral service  under  tbe  soihority  of  particular  Statea. 
Congress,  then  thougbi  proper  to  provide  for  nich 
a  case.  Mr.  8.  did  not  know.BD^  thing  which  made 
it  leu  proper  to  provide  for  similar  cases  which 
had  occurred  during  the  Revolotionaty  war.  It 
was  (rue  that  the  provision  would  be  a;^ieablB 
to  but  a  few  individuals,  bat  ibis  could  not  affect 
tfadt  claims  to  the  justice  of  their  eonotr*.  HnW 
far  this  provision  might  operate  unequally,  eipe- 
cially  on  Stales  who  had  aJrtady  made  provision 
for  their  militia,  be  did  not  koow.  He  was  not 
acquainted  with  the  facts  alluded  to,  He  ws» 
perfeoily  willing  tbat  the  bill  shoold  lie,  oniil  coc- 
rsot  ioformalioa  should  be  obiained. 

Mr.  MsciON  hoped  the  words  would  not  tw 
struck  out.  He  perceivod  no  real  difierencc  be- 
tween the  claitns  of  tbe  militia  and  of  ihoee  in 
regular  service,  it.  was  true  tbat  some  S (area  had 
made  provision  for  their  mititia.  But  everv  State 
io  the  Union  ougbt  lo  besrtlie  bUrden  of  ilie  war 
equally  ;  it  ought  not  to  foil  ezcluaively  on  those 
States  which  bad  been  invaded,  and  whose  niili> 
tia  bad  consequently  been  the  roost  exposed.  Al- 
though such  States  had  made  a  {iravitiun,  it  waa 
more  euBMoant  to  equity  aod  jasfice  ihnt  tha 
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Union  Bboiild  bear  the  faorden.  Oentlemeo  should 
recolleei  ihat  the  Eeeiioa  only  provided  Tor  tbose 
who  had  been  engaged  Id  the  general  service. 

Tbe  question  was  theD  taken  on  Mr.  GaBoa'a 
BiDiion,  and  lost — afes  IQ. 

It  waa  then  onlered,  withoat  a  dirisJoo,  that 
A«  bill  be  engromed  form  third  reading  to  morrow. 


Thdiisdat,  Deceiliber  19. 
An  eogrotted  bill  (upplementary  to  ihe  act 
«ntiiled  "Aq  act  regulaiing  the  grants  of  iBDd 
appropriated  Tor  the  refagee*  from  tbe  British 
Provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,"  was  resd 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  in  addition  to  "Ati  act  to 
make  provisioa  for  persons  that  hars  been  diM- 
Ued  by  known  wounds  reeeired  in  the  actual 
•erviee  of  the  United  States,  during  tbe  Revolu- 
tionary war,"  waa  read  thetbird'time,  and  passed.' 

The  House  roolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
Ihe  Whole  oa  tbe  bill  sappementary  (o  the  "Act 
making  provision  for  the  paymeot  of  claims  of 
eitizena  of  tbe  UnitMl  Slates  on  tbe  Qovernment 
of  France,  the  payment  of  which  has  been  as- 
■amed  by  tbe  United  States,  by  Tir(ue  of  tbe  con- 
vention of  tbe  30th  of  April,  1803.  between  the 
United  Siatea  and  the  French  Republie  ;"  and,  af- 
ter some  time  »peBt  therein,  the  bill  was  reported 
withotit  amendment  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Sfbakbh  laid  before  the  House  ■  letter 
from  William  Henry  Harrison,  Qoveraor  of  the 
Indiana  Teniiory,  enclosing  a  resolution  of  tbe 
Uanoe  of  Representatives  of  the  said  Territory, 
Maiiog'  tbeir  objectioa*  to  a  division  thereof 
into  two  Territories;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered lo  be  referred -to  Mr.  Qarnstt,  Mr.  Moa- 
Kow  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Paiee,  Mt.  Hamilton,  Mr. 
Bhitk  of  South  Carolina,  Mr-  Walton,  and 
Mr.  Vam  Cortumdt. 

Tbr  House  resolved  itself  into  ■  Committee  of 
the  Whole  oa  the  report  of  the  Gommlliee  of 
Commerce  and  Manniaciares,  to  whom  wai 


and  reported  a  tesoluttoo  thereupon,  wbiob  was 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  tbe  House  as  follows : 

Saolotd,  That  the  pstition  of  Edward  Toppon  and 
others  is  reasonable,  uid  migfat  lo  be  granlad. 

Ordered.  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 

Sinuant   to  the  said  reiotoiion  ;  and  that  the 
ommiitee  of  Commerce  and  Manafaciures  do 


ilion  of  Mr.  G.  W.  Cahpbbll, 
RetolOed,  That  a  committee  he  appointed  to 
ioquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  alterations 
are  aecessary  to  be  made  to  ihe  act  to  regulate 
trade  and  iotereourse  wtlb  the  lodiao  tribes,  and 
to  preserre  peace  on  tbe  frontiers  ;  and  that  the 
committee  have  leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill, 
or  otherwise. 

Ordered.  ThalMr.  Qbobob  W.  Caupbell,  Mr. 
Cook,  Hr.  Gh>L>DBBDBODaBj  Mr.  Wiokes,  and  A^. 


puivnant  ti 


Jackson,  be  appointed  a 
the  said  resoluiion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook, 

Retoleed,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  be  instructed  to  consider  the 
several  acts  relative  to  tbe  bounties  on  salted  fish, 
taken  in  vessels  of  different  sizes,  and  to  consider 
and  report  what  alterations,  if  any,  be  necessary 
to  equalise  sue  b  bounties;  and  that  the  said  com- 
mittee report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanton, 

Rteoloed.  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Mesas  be  directed  lo  inquire  whether  any,  and, 
if  any,  what,  alleralions  are  necestary  to  be  made 
in  the  several  acts  fixing  the  salaries  and  emolu- 
ments of  the  collectors  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage;  and  that  tbe  committee  beauiQorized  to 
report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

FOREIGN  COINa 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  to  revive  and  coniiDDe  in  force  an  act, 
eniiiled  "An  act  to  suspend,  in  part,  the  act,  entt- 
tled'An  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other 
purposes."    Tbe  bill  was  read  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted,  ite..  That  the  set,  entitled  "An  act  to 
suspend,  in  part,  the  set,  entitled  'An  act  regidatins 
foreign  coins,  and  for  other  puipoan,"  appraiiid  on  the 
tfaiitidth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
two,  shall  be  and  the  isme  is  hereby  levimd  and  con- 

tioued  in  ftuM  fiir  the  term  of yean  from  the  paaa- 

ing  hereof. 

Mr.  TeitNbt  moved  the  following  aubatitute, 
after  the  enacting  words: 

"  That  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  ragala- 
dng  fbroigo  coins,"  and  for  other  puipoaes,  as  is  oim- 
tained  in  the  secoiid  ■eetloii  thereof  ba  and  the  asms  k 
hard)j  Anther  anqiuided,  dnrinf  the  tarm  of— vean 
fiwa  the  end  of  the  preasat  saaaion  <d  Ceagitm.'' 

Hr.  Vahkoh  wished  thai  the  section  referred 
to,  which  prohibits  any  foreign  coin,  eicepting- 
Spanish  milled  dollars,  or  parts  thereof  from  b^ 
ing  a  legal  lender,  might,  instead  of  being  stis^ 

Ended,  be  repealed.  That  )>rovistDD,  he  said,  had 
ED  iotrodticed  under  tbe  idea  that  the  coin  oT 
the  United  States  would  be  (ufficieot  for  tbe  de- 
mand, which  had  been  found  to  be  erroneous. 

Mr.  J,  Clat  difiered  so  widely  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  that  he  entertained 
strong  doubts  of  tbe  policy  even  of  suspending 
the  pro  vision.  There  were  very  few  foreiencoina 
in  circulation  besides  Spanish  milled  dollan  and 
British  guineas.  If  the  suspension  were,  there- 
fore, confined  lo  these,  it  would  be,  so  far  as  re- 
spected the  public  convenience,  eqairalent  to  a' 
repeat.  Every  one  knew  thai  there  bad  been,  for 
some  years  past,  a  large  quantity  of  bad  money 
in  circulation.  By  tbe  proposed  repeal.  Ibis  de- 
scription of  money  would  be  again  brought  bach. 

Mr.  Macon  (Speaker)  said,  that,  if  the  idea  of 
iho  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  were  adopted.' 
it  would  be  necessary  to  go  further  than  be  ban 
Eoggested.  In  addition  to  the  coins  mentioned  by 
him,  it  would  be  proper  to  extend  it  to  Portuguese 
guineas,  which  were  extensively  circulated.  But 
He  coiuidared  the  propoaition  of  the  gentlemaa 
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from  Macs** cbu sella  the  beat  Wh?D  we  crd  do 
wilhout  fDreiitn  eoios,  we  may  declare  that  they 
■hall  Qol  b«  8  legal  lender.  Since  last  Majr,  when 
the  provisfon  coatemplaipd  to  be  renEffed,  ce>aed, 
there  had  been  nacomplajots.  The necessitiei  of 
the  country  required  the  use  of  French  coins. 
With  regard  loourowa  coio,  in  roany  pnru  of 
the  Uoioii  it  wan  as  difficult  lo  find  a  gold,  rs  a 
fljrtD^  eagle.  Into  hii  part  of  the  country,  Mr.  M. 
•aid,  It  never  fonod  its  way. 

Mr.  Vahndm  moved  to  aroeod  the  ■mendment 
of  Mr.  TENncY.  bj  slrikiig  out  the  words :  ''fur^ 

ther  auspeoJed  during  the  term  of years  from 

the  eod  of  the  pteseot  session  of  Congreis."  and 
inaetling  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "  repealed." 

Mr.  J.  CI.AY  hoped  the  ameodmeDl  would  not 
take  place.  If  there  were  any  real  iocoDvenieDce. 
it  would  be  eolirely  obviated  by  the  proposed  «ua- 
peoRioo.  He  acknowledged  that  wheo  he  was 
up  before,  the  Fartuguese  gold  bad  escaped  bis  at- 
WiiioD— tiut  it  wai  so  clipped  and  mutilated  as 
scarcely  to  be  considered  as  coin,  and  the  fact  was, 
that  it  was  chiefly  confined  to  the  baaks.  If  the 
■epealing  iirovisioa  should  be  confioed  lo  ibegold 
coiDs,  he  ihould  have  no  great  objectioo  lo  it;  but 
^re  was  no  necessity  of  introducing  into  the 
circuEa  on  any  other  nilver  coin  tliao  that  now 
authorized.  Some  of  the  foreign  ooioa  were  to 
roughly  executed  as  not  to  fortush  a  proper  pro- 
tsction  agtUDst  counterfeits.  The  great  security 
Utti>dU«  ooLQs,  as  well  as  bank  notes,  was  the 
excellence  of  the  workmanship. 

Mr.  Jackboh  waa  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  MaosachasetiL 
(Mt.  Vabnom.)  Ail  ecoDomical  writers  agreed 
that  the  wealth  of  natioo*  was  intitnaiely  con- 
OHUA  with  the  quaaiiSy  of  the  circulsiing  pre- 
oioua  metaU.  For  thie  nason,  he  thought  it  im- 
politic to  restrict  the  circwlation  of  foreign  coina 
IB  liie  United  States.  It  waa,  likewise,  improper 
to  logislate  frequently  on  the  subject.  It  had  been 
Ibuud  that  the  mint  could  not  futoUh  a  sufficient 
■iqiply  of  coin  for  our  purposes,  especially  while 
Mich  vast  quantities  went  out  of  the  country.  All 
abjections  made  to  a  repeal  were  obviated  by  (he 
eoDsideralion  thai  the  existing  law  provides,  that 
foreign  coiassball  pass  by  weight,  Mr.  J.  conclu- 
ded by  saying,  that  it  waa  his  opinion,  that  it  fras 
for  the  interest  of  the  country  that  money  should 
circulate  more  eiiensively  than  ii  ever  had  done. 

Mr.  Vabhuh  said,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  grounded  hie  objec lion  on  the  idea 
that  foreign  coins  were  more  easily  counterfeited 
than  tiiose  of  the  United  States.  He  should,  how- 
ever, recollect  that  thosa  who  resided  io  the  coun- 
ttv  did  not  potseu  that  kind  of  knowledge  which 
buooged  to  those  acquainted  with  hank  transac- 
tions. They  saw  but  little  money,  and  always  in 
small  quantities,  and  were  u  likely  to  take  false 
aoin  oTlhe  United  Slates  as  foreign  coin.  The 
ml  siuiaiion  of  the  United  States,  as  lo  money, 
Wa«  ibis :  In  some  parts  of  the  country  there  lyas 
no  specie  whatever;  ihere  was  nothing  but  paper. 
Ill  the  EaiteiD  parts  of  the  Union  ibis  waa  peculi- 
arly so,  owing  to  the  great  number  of  bonks  which 
cicculated  the  greater  pari  of  their  notes  at  a  con- 


siderable distance.  Thissoareit;  of  speoie  arose, 
in  a  great  measure,  from  foreign  cnins  not  being 
allowed  to  be  a  legal  tender.  He  thought  it  would 
be  highly  beneficial  to  the  United  States  (□  admit 
all  foreien  coins  to  be  a  legal  tender,  under  ihe 
exiating  ^imitaiions  of  law.  The  question  wb» 
then  taken  on  Mr.  V.'s  amendment,  which  was 
agreed  to — ayes  79. 

Mr.  TeN^ET's  amendment,  thus  amended  was 
agreed  to,  when  the  Commiltee  rose.  The  House 
immediately  lookup,  concurred  in  iheir  report,and 
ordered  the  bill  to  a  third  reading  t< 


Act 


FainiT,  December  30. 

An  engrossed  bill  supple montary  to  the  "j 
making  provision  for  the  payroeni  of  claimi.  .. 
cilizans  of  the  United  Slates  on  ih«  Goternment 
of  France,  the  naymenlof  which  has  been  assumed 
by  the  United  Stales,  by  virtue  of  the  conven- 
tion of  the  30th  of  April  1803,  between  the  United 
States  and  the  French  Republio,"  was  read  the 
third  lime,  and  passed. 

An  oogrosaed  bill  to  revivieand  continue  in  force' 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  suspend,  in  part,  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  anA 
for  oiber  purposes,"  waa  read  the  third  lime. 

Jtaoleed,  That  (he  said  bill  do  pass,  and  that 
the  title  he,  "An  act  to  repeal  so  munh  of  the  ac% 
entitled  'An. act  re^ulatio^  forejgo  ooini,  and  for 
other  purpoi^es,  as  is  Mwuined  m  ti»  second  leo- 
tion  thereof." 

Mr.  GanwHiaaaiBLD,  from  the  CammiUee  of 
Commerce  and   Manufacinres,  presented  a  bill 


committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  «a  Mon- 
day next. 

Ur.  Cbowhihshiblo,  from  theMme  cemnittes^ 
presented  a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  lakiag  th» 
oath  and  giving  bond,  in  cs«es  of  drawback,  and 
for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
comraiued  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
Thursday  next. 

Mr.  FiNDUT  moved  to  add  a  new  rule  to  the 
Btandii^  roles  and  orders  of  the  Hooae,  in  the 
words  foUowing,  to  wit; 

"  Thst  the  4nt  named  meoilier  of  any  eoninritteer 
appointed  by  the  l^iesker,  or  the  House,  dull  bs  the 
Cbainnsn ;  and  in  caaa  of  bia  sbsanEe,  or  bais«.  ax- 
cused  by  Iha  Bonsat  the  nszt  naotod  a 


a  the 


tj 


ft  majorily  of  their  number,  elect  a  Chairman.  It  shail 
be  the  dnty  of  an;  comoiittae  to  meat,  on  Ihe  oJl  t^ 
any  two  of  their  membin,  if  the  Chairman  be  ^wcnt, 
or  decline  to  appoint  auch  meeting." 

The  House  p/uceeded  to  consider  the  said  mo- 
tion at  Ihe  Clerk's  table,  aod  the  same  being 
twice  read,  waa  agreed  to  ov  the  House. 
On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

RttUved,  That  so  much  of  the  rulesandordei* 
ol  this  House,  under  the  fourth  head  ''of  Com- 
mittees of  the  whole  House,"  as  is  coouioed  ia 
the  third  paragiaph  thereof,  be  amended,  by  atrik- 
iifg  out,  in  the  fourth  tine  of  the  paragraph,  the 
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QMTgia  ConUrled  Bleeftom. 


H.^ra. 


word  "tiile,"  *iid  inaertiog,  in  I: 
word  "  preamble." 

A  peiition  of  George  Rogf 
Eeuied  lo  the  House  and  read 
vill  conBi 


Ehai  Con- 
Tress  will  confirm  to  him  a  graut  of  laodv,  made 
by  the  chiefs  and  head  men  of  the  Piankeshi 


thereof,  tbe 

Chrk 
piayine  Etii 

mt  of  laodi 


naiioQ  of  Indians,  on  ihe  IGih  daf  of  July,  1779. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  [keiition  be  leferied  ' 
the  CommitiEe  on  Public  Landi. 

MoRDAT,  December  S3. 
A  Message  was  received  from  ihe  President  of 
tbe  Da[ted  States,  traasmitling  a  report  from  the 
OoTemor  and  presiding  Judge  of  the  Territory 
of  Miehifpan,  relative  to  the  state  of  that  Terri- 
tory }  which  were  read,  and  ordered  lo  be  refer- 
red lo  Menn.  Jaosson,  Mobbow  of  Ohio,  Sift- 
UB,  ELi.in,  and  Moore  of  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Crowi*ikbbibij>,  froni  the  Comnarttee  of 
Comrneree  and  Manafictorei,  pieieated  a  bill  to 
provide  for  lighl-hoosea  in  Long  Iiiand  Bound  ; 
ind  to  declare  Rosbarf.  in  the  State  of  Msm- 
ehusetts,  to  be  a  port  of  <felirer7  ;  which  wa«  read 
twice,  and  eommuted  toa  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Wednesday  neit. 

Mr.  Ghbqo,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  tweniieih 
inalant,  the  petition  orOeor^eRogersClark,  made 
a  report  thereoD  i  which  was  read,  and  considered: 
Whereupon, 

Seaolved,  That  the  prafer  of  the  petition  of 
George  Rogers  Clark  ought  not  to  bejmaied. 

A  i»emorial  of  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  ligned  by  Thomas  Fitziimons.  their 
President  was  presented  to  the  Hou«e  ana  read, 
praying  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  PeoDsylvania,  pasted 
the  15th  of  March  last,  entitled  "An  act  to  em 
power  the  Board  of  Wardens  for  the  port  of  Phil- 
adelphia, lo  collect  a  certain  duty  on  lonoage,  for 
the  purpuses  therein  mentioned,"  the  better  to 
ble  the  memorialists  to  sink  additional  piers  it 
river  Delaware,  for  the  ae^uriiy  and  protection  of 
Teasels  employed  in  the  cotnmeroe  of  the  port  «f 
Philadelphia.  Referred loiheComniitlMof Com- 
merce and  Man  u  facto  ret. 

A  memorial  of  the  May  w,  Aldermen,  and  Com- 
monaltf,  af  the  city  of  New  York,  was  preseoied 
lo  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  prorapi  and 
efficient  measorca  may  be  taken  by  Congress  for 
pulling  their  city  and  port  into  an  adequate  state 
of  defeocr..— Referred 

A  memorial  was  presented  from  Samnel  Blodg- 
et,repreBeDliogthti  subscriptionafora  University 
in  WashiDgtoa  have  already  been  made  to  the 
number  of  eighteen  thousand,  and  a  sum  received 
amountiog  to  $30,000,  and  requesliag  Congress  lo 
designate  the  site  witb  the  lot*  or  lands  that  may 
be  intended  therefor,  and  to  grant  such  other  pat- 
ronage BB  ihey  may  think  proper. — Rebrred  to  a 
comtniiiee  of  five  membera. 

Mr.  Dawbon,  from  the  eommiilee  appointed  OD 
that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which  relate* 
In  aggressions  committed  by  the  veiaeU  of  foreign 
nations,  Sca^  made  a  Rport,  in  pait,  submitliog 


two  leti«ta  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  and  three  resoluiions,  in  substaace  as  fol- 
lows: 

I.  That  ■  sum  not  exceeding  9lM,000  ba  appropii- 
Bled  to  cAMae  our  ports  and  harbois  to  be  poteciEd. 

S,  That  ■  rain  not  etceeding  9260,000  be  ippropii- 
ated,  to  CBUw  to  be  built  a  namber  of  i^nbcnta,  not 
exceeding;  fifty,   fiir  the  pntectian  of  our  porta  and 

3.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  9S60|000  be  ippropri- 
■led  to  entble  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  to  be  built  dx  line-of-battla  shtpa. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawsoh,  these  resolutions 
were  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Elsie  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Dawson  observed  that,  in  the  year  1797, 
Coagiem  passed  an  act  relative  to  certain  balances 
due  oy  several  of  ihe  Slaies  to  the  United  Staie^ 
by  which  those  Slates  were  enabled  to  discharga 
ihe  balances  by  expending  a  part  thereof  in  the 
defence  of  their  ports  and  harbors.  He  under- 
stood that  one  State  had  made  an  appropriation 
to  this  object;  but  it  was  not  known  what  was  ih« 
issue  of  the  appropriation,  or  what  had  been  done 
by  other  States.  That  the  subject  might  be  dtt> 
eidated,  he  offered  Ihe  following  resolution ; 

Retohed,  That  tbe  Preeident  of  the  United  SiatM 
be  requfliiad  to  inform  this  Hoqm,  whether  auv  and 
list  measures  hive  been  taken  by  the  Slates  indebted 
theUolted  States  to  discharge  tbe  balances  dne,  nn- 
der  the  prmtnoM  of  the  act  of  the  3>d  of  June,  ITST, 
entitlfd  m  act  fbr  the  ftirther  defence  of  the  ports  and 
hacbon  of  the  Untted  eialea. 

The  Rouse  immediately  took  op  the  resolution 
and  aft  reed  loitj  and  the  Speaker  appointed  a 
committee  of  two  members  to  present  it  to  the 
President 

CONTEerTED  ELECTION, 
The  House  resolved  itself  Into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  respecting  the  contested  election  <^ 
CowLES  Mead,  one  of  the  members  returned  10 
serve  in  this  House,  from  ihe  State  of  Georgia, 

The  following'  is  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections  in  tnis  case: 

The  Commtttee  of  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred 
tbe  petition  of  Thomas  Spalding,  claiming  aeeatintUi 
House,  as  a  KepreMolativs  of  die  Btste  of  Georgia,  in 
the  place  of  Cowlea  Mead,  who  has  been  returned,  and 
has  taken  a  saat  in  tbe  Haiue,  having  had  the  same 
under  cnnsideration,  aod  beard  the  petitioner  and  nt- 
ting  member IbereoD,  report: 

Tbat,  by  a  atandiog  law  of  the  State  of  Geaigia,  the 
election  of  persons  to  represent  that  State  in  this  Uoaae, 
WBB  ref  nitvd  to  be  boMen  on  the  first  Monday  of  Oc- 
tober, IBOl,  (B  the  respective  coonties  thronghoat  ih» 
State ;  thBt  three  or  more  conniy  wegistrBles  were  re- 
quired to  preside  at  tha  election,  in  esch  of  tbe  cou*- 
ties,  to  return  the  aame*  of  Ihe  ceadidatea,  and  ibt 
number  and  names  of  tbe  voters,  with  an  aecnrate  slaU 
of  tbe  poll,  and  lo  traniout  tikeir  said  retama,  by  ei-  , 
press,  to  the  Oevoroorefthe  State,  within  twenty  day* 
alter  dosing  the  poll  at  said  eleeiian;  that  the  Govern* 
waa  roquiieil,  within  five  daya  after  the  eipiratidB  of 
e  said  twenty  day%  to  connt  f  Ihe  vole*  &ou  the 
eeveral  ooootiaa,  m  ascb  of  iham  ee  DHght  have  made 
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Dbobhbrb,  1S05. 


tetuTM  for  ndi  penon,  and  imniadiatelj  thaieillar  to 
■Mifl  liii  proctamalion,  liBcUring  Um  pereoDi  baling 
tile  hlghed  numb«r  of  voto,  to  be  elected  to  represent 
lb«  Mid  8l*te  in  the  fiauie  of  RepraaentativeB  of  the 
United  Statei,  aud  to  grant  a  certificate  thereof,  under 
dM  %ttaX  aeal  of  the  Stale,  to  each  of  tb«ai;  that,  by 
■n  official  certificate  from  the  Becretai^  of  aiid  Btate, 
it  appean  Ihat  the  TOtea  from  the  countiea  of  Tatnal, 
Libertj,  and  Camden,  were  not  retomed  to  the  Got. 
wnor  within  the  aaid  term  of  tnea^  daja  after  the 
dection,  noi  within  the  aaid  fuither  term  of  £Te  daya 
thereafter  ;  and  (bat,  of  the  votea  girea  at  the  uJd  eUc- 
tfatp,  and  returned  to  the  Governor  within  the  aaid  term 


OiTing  the  aaid  Maad  a  majority  of 


166 

)*  Tliat  IheGavemor.in  purauanceof  tlie  lawalbrea^, 
lionDted  up  the  i)>te«  ao  tetumed  to  bim  within  twen^ 
daya,  and  thereupon  ieaued  hie  predamaliOD,  dedaring 
ttat  the  uid  Cowles  Mead  waa  elected,  and  granted 
^im  a  certificate  thereof. 

By  BDotber  certificate  from  the  Secretary  of  aaid 
Btate,  it  appeaia  that,  after  the  Ooremor  bad  iimed  hia 

Sroclamstion  u  afbrenid,  thai  is.  on  the  S7th  day  of 
ioiember,  1S04,  the  returna  of  the  votea  given  at  the 
■aid  election,  agreeably  to  the  law  aforesaid,  in  and  by 
the  conntriea  of  Tslnal,  Liberty,  and  Camdeti,  were 
received  by  the  Govenor,  being  transmitted  by  the 
presiding  magiatrates  of  aaid  countiea  re^iectiTely  ; 
that  bolh  of  the  aaid  certificatee  from  the  Secretary  ara 
in  due  form  of  law  ;  Ihat  Ihe  aaid  letuma  of  loles  from 
Ilia  three  last  mentioned  counties,  are  confonnable  to 


kwit 


eoftwi 


ty  daya  after  the  ^edoD  ;  thai,  of  the  votaa  so  returned 
from  the  said  three  countiea,  after  the  exnration  of  said 
twenty  days,  Cowtna  Head  had  S7,  and  Thomas  Spald- 
ing had  336;  which,  added  to  their  reapectiTe  nom- 
ben  of  TOtea,  returned  to  the  Governor  within  Ihetena 
of  twenty  days,  and  counted  by  him  as  aforesaid — 
CKves  to  Cowles  Mead,  iu  the  whole  -  -  4,4e& 
And  10  Thomaa  Spalding,  in  tlie  whole    -        -   4,S04 

a  Bpalding  a  ma- 


The  petitioner  offered  depoaitions  to  prove  that  the 
eanae  of  the  failure  in  Ihe  tramuBiaaion  of  the  returna 
from  the  three  taat  counties  to  the  GoTemor,  within 
Ihe  twenty  days  after  the  eleclion,  was  a  hurricane 
which  rendered  the  roads  Impanable  ;  but,  aa  the  ait- 
ting  member  viaa  not  notified  to  be  present  at  Ihe  tak- 
ing of  those  depoaitions,  the  committee  were  of  opinion 
that  they  wore  not  admiamble  evidence. 

The  petitioner  then  propoaod  to  procure  other  evi- 
l«Bee  of  the  aaioe  &ct;  and  Ihe  sitting  member  pro- 
poaed  to  procure  evidence  lo  the  contrary,  that  die 
roada  ware  paaaable ;  bat  the  comnrittee  being  of  opin- 
h>B  that  it  was  not  material  to  the  question  before  the 
H*iue,  wliathei  the  said  lailnre  waa  canaed  liy  the  act 
•rOod,  aa  alleged  by  the  petitioner,  or  by  the  fault  of 
Ihe  Telnrning  officara,  or  tbe  detect  of  the  law,  in  not 
providing  a  psnal^  upon  officers  for  neglecting  their 
official  duly  of  tranamitting  tbe  returna,  did  not  receive 
'"J!,**"'*'""  on  that  poinL 
'  The  aiUinf  usnbar  stated  to  the  commillM  that  he 


could,  sa  he  waa  aasared,  by  sending  to  G«iH|pa,  obtain 
proof,  that  the  eleclion  in  tbe  connty  of  Tatnal  was 
uregularly  held,  so  that  the  whole  return  of  that  county 
ought,  for  that  cause,  to  be  rejected;  but,  finding  tv 
calculation  that,  if  the  votea  of  that  county,  of  whiui 
twenty-four  were  for  himself  and  forty  for  the  petition- 
er, were  act  aside,  it  would  not  affisct  tbe  reaull  of  Ihe 
election,  be  waived  that  abjection,  and  rested  hia  dum 
upon  the  principle  that  the  votes  of  all  the  three  Isat 
mentioned  counties  are  Void  by  the  few  of  Georgia,  not 
having  been  retamed  to  the  Governor  within  the  lima 
prescribed  by  said  taw. 

There  is  no  suggestion  of  any  &aad  or  intentional 
unfairneas  in  the  election;  and  the  committee  add,  with 
pleasure,  that  the  conduct  of  both  the  gentlemen,  daini- 
ing  the  contested  seal,  appears  to  have  been  canihd 
and  honorable. 

Upon  the  fiwegoing  stale  of  fccts,  aa  the  Conatituliaa 
has  made  this  House  die  judge  of  Ihe  electiona  and  la- 
turns,  aa  well  aa  the  qoaMcatloDS  of  ila  members;  ss 
tb  Ntoma  (roDi  the  Stale  authoiilieB,  ihtt«hr*,  an 
only  prima  faeie  evideooe  of  an  elect4oQ,  b«t  not  oen- 
ctusive  upon  this  House;  as  there  ia,  in  the  present 
case,  satia&ctory  proof,  Ihat  the  votes  of  the  three  ORin- 
tiea  in  question,  allhoogh  Ihe  returns  themrf  wCie  not 
transmitted  to  the  Governor  in  aeason  to  be  conaidemd 
by  him,  were  originally  good,  lawful,  and  Constitutional 
votes,  having  been  given  by  qualified  voters  on  the  day, 
at  the  places,  and  in  the  manner  preectibed  by  law; 
and  as  ueitliei  the  voters  who  gave  them,  nor  the  can- 
didatea  in  whose  favor  they  were  given,  have  done  or 
omitted  anything  on  their  part  lo  forfeit  Iheir  respect. 
ive  rlghla,  ihe  committee  are  of  opiniou  that  those  votea 
ought  to  be  allowed,  and  therefore  recommend  tbe  fol- 
lowing reaoiution : 

Rttolvtd,  Thai  Cowles  Head,  returned  to  this  House 
ts  a  metaber  thereof,  from  the  State  of  Oeotgia,  is  nrt 
entitled  to  a  seat;  and  that  Thomaa  Spalding  is  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  this  House,  as  a  Reptesentative  of  the  Stale 
of  Georgia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Findley, 

lUtoIvtd,  That,  in  the  esse  of  ihe  contested  election 
in  the  State  of  Georgia,  the  memorialisl  and  ntling 
tnembei  shidl,  if  they  desire  it,  be  heard  fay  ooimnl  at 
the  bar  of  the  Hotise. 

Mr.  Mbad  waived  the  exercise  of  this  ri^ht,  and 
Mr.  J,  Glat  iniimated  a  desire  of  Mr.  SpALDiiia 
to  ihe  same  effect;  wbeo  the  Committee  of  tbe 
Wbole  loolc  up  the  report  of  tbe  Gomtaittee  of 
EleciioDS  in  this  caae ;  on  which  a  debate  ensaed, 
which  occupied  nearly  the  residue  of  (be  sit- 
ting. 

Mr.  FiHDLEY  explaioed,  concisely,  soitie  of  tbe 
circumitaDces  on  wbieD  ihe  report  wns  groanded. 

Hf  was  followed  by  Mr.  Mbao,  who,  wiihoat 
goio^  into  a  wide  deiail  of  facts,  or  disrusston  of 
principle,  noticed  briefly  a  variety  of  facts,  and 
several  principles  and  precEdents,  which,  he 
thought,  invalidaied  the  cooclasioa  of  the  re- 
Mr.  J.  Glat  made  ■  short  speech  in  favor  of  the 
reporl. 

Mr.  Eablt  went  al  considerable  leoph  into 
Che  prJDCtple  inplicaied  in  the  report,  with  the 
view  of  showing  that  it  was  unsouad,  and  that  il 
did  no!  brlong  to  the  Hous^  without  tiolating  the 
Cuoalitutional  powers  of  the  States,  to  s«(  uide 
returns  made  ia  coaformiiy  to  llteir  laws. 
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Mr.  BiDVBLL,  ID  an  ar^mentatire  and  togieal 
ape«ch,  defended  the  prmeiple  eontaiDed  in  tbe 
report,  and  cunteuded  thai  ifae  ConsiilulionBl 
pover  of  inveatieating  the  returns,  made  by  Slate 
officers,  resided  la  the  Hoa!>e,  wbo  migbi,  accord' 
iD|  to  evidence  adduced,  affirm  or  set  them  aside, 
Mr.  Sloan  and  Mr.  SlLua  spoke  against,  and 
Mr.  J.  Clat,  id  favor  of  the  repoil. 

After  a  few  replicatory  remarks  IVom  Mr.  Bid- 
VELL  and  Mr.  Mead,  Mr.  Kelly  said  he  jtilt  ea- 
tertained  lome  doubts  on  tbe  aobject,  represented 
that  otbereogagemenis  had  precluded  bis  paying 
that  BttentioD  la  the  eubjeet  which  it  merited,  and 
mored  that  the  Committee  ahoold  rise,  report 
proitress,  and  ask  leave  to  tit  agaih. 

This  motion  being  earned — ajre*  61 ;  and  the 
House  being  resumed, 

Mr.  Mebiwetheb  expressed  a  hope  that  ieare 
for  the  Committee  to  sit  again  would  be  refused, 
in  order  that  the  report  might  be  recommitted  to 
the  Ooinmittee  of  Elertions,  and  the  silting  mem' 
ber  be  enabled  <o  make  explanations  on  points 
respecling  which  there  appeand  to  have  been 
some  mi'cDoceplioD  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  and  Mr.  Elmer  were  against,  and 
Mr.  Gheoo  in  faror  of  a  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections. 

T  he  question  beinff  put,  leave  was  given  to  the 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole  to  sit  again — aves  70. 

Mi.  BiDWELL,from  tbe  committee  to  whom  had 
been  referred  the  resolution  respecting  William 
Eaton,  Esquire,  offered  a  report,  recommend- 
ing the  adoption  of  the  said  resolution,  with  the 
aiaendmenl,  together  with  another  amendment, 
striking  otii  the  word  ''before,''  end  InFerting  in 
lieu  thereof,  tbe  words  "  at  the  city  of  Deroe." 

Report  referred  to  a  Committee  of  ttte  Whole 
on  Wednesday. 

TCBBDAY,  December  S4. 

Another  member  to  wit :  Rooeb  Nelson,  from 
Maryland,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  was 
qualified,  and  took  bis  leat  in  the  House. 

A  petition  of  sundry  settlers  and  purchasers  of 
tbe  lands  of  tbe  United  States  Northwest  of  the 
Obio  river,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  that  further  time  majr  be  allowed  them 
to  make  payment  of  tbe  first  instatraent,  due  on 
the  first  of  January  next,  for  tbe  lands  by  them 
respectively  purchased. 

OrdeTvd,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Cominittee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  petition  of  Amelie  Eugenie  de  Beanmar- 
chais,  heir  and  representative  of  Caron  de  Beau- 
marchais,  deceased,  by  J.  A.  Chevallie,  her  attor- 
ney, was  presented  io  ihe  House  and  read,  praying 
to  be  relieved  against  a  settlement  made  by  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in  which  large  and 
unjust  deductions  have  been  made  from  a  debt 
due  by  the  United  States  to  the  estate  of  the 
■aid  decedent,  Caron  de  Beaumarchais.— Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

DRAWBACK  ON  DEBENTURES. 

Mr.  Crowminbrield,  from  tbe  Committee  of 

Csmmeroe  and  Manufactiuei,  to  whom  was  re- 


ferred on  tbe*lxieenthiDstant,tbe  petition  of  Isaac 
Clason,  made  the  following  report : 

Thepetitloner,in  the  month  of  August  last,  imported 
from  Havana  into  the  port  of  New  York,  one  thousand 
four  hundred'and  twenty  boies  of  BDgar;  the  duties 
upon  the  importstion  amonnted  to  $16,619  34.  On 
the  Stat  of  the  sune  month,  the  petitioner  having  de- 
termined to  export  the  said  sugar  to  Amsterdam,  in  the 
■hip  Ambition,  gave  du«  notice  of  such  inlention,  and 
made  aregaUr  entry  of  theuid  sngar  br  exportation  ; 
a  pennit  to  load  Ihe  sud  sugar  was  issued  at  the  cut- 
lom^ouM  on  the  2d  of  September,  and  the  augarwaa 
actually  ladadon  board  (he  nid  ship,  under  the  mapao- 
tion  of  Oie  proper  officer,  and  iLe  return  thareof  made 
to  the  cflUectot,  the  ship  receiving  her  eiegrance  to  pro- 
ceed to  sea  on  the  ninth  day  of  September,  and  aettt- 
ally  auledonthatwenty^ecoiid  day  of  the  same  month. 
At  the  moment  of  the  clearance  being  granted  to  the 
ship,  the  yellow  fevei  made  its  appearance  in  New  York, 
and  ■  great  number  of  the  citiiens  left  the  city  in  the 
course  of  a  week  from  that  time  j  and  the  petitioDeT, 
justly  slarmed  at  the  danger  to  which  he  was  eiposed, 
anil  partaking  of  the  geoeral  consternation,  fied  smong 
the  rest.  A  general  interruption  and  saBpenaion  of 
business  in  the  city  took  place  for  several  weeks,  and 
the  custom-house  itself  was  removed  to  a  place  of  safety. 
On  the  30th  of  September,  the  petitiDnar  applied  to 
ttle  eostom'houae  to  receive  the  debentures  lor  the  draw- 
back of  the  duties  en  tbe  eiportatiDa  of  the  said  angar, 
and  o&red  to  give  bond,  and  take  Ihe  oath  required  by 
law  in  the  cue*  of  goods  exported  tm  the  benefit  ef 
drawback  i  but  the  coltectoi  refused  to  receive  the  oath 
or  bond,  or  to  grant  Ihe  debentures,  allsging  that  the 
ten  day*  limited  by  law  had  cipued,  after  the  clearance 
of  the  ship,  and  that,  in  consequence  thereof,  tbe  draw- 
back laverled  to  the  United  States. 

Hepeated  and  pressing  applications,  of  a  similar  na. 
tore,  nave  been  made  to  Congress,  and  the  nutnbermay 
be  expected  to  increase.  In  all  of  tbem  which  have,  at 
various  limes  been  before  the  Commiltee,  no  intention 
of  iraud  has  appeared.  Some  persons  have  uninten- 
tionallj  overstayed  the  time,  one,  two,  or  three  days. 
Others  have  be'en  prevented,  by  dangerous  rickneis, 
from  attending  nt  the  custom-house.  In  the  case  new 
under  consideratian,  the  yellow  fever  afflicted  the  city 
of  New  York.  The  mhabitanta  fled  befiire  its  dreadfiil 
ravagea.  I'ba  petitioner  partot^  of  Ihe  general  e<Ht- 
stemalton,  and  left  Ihe  d^the  next  day  after  the  deal- 
anceof  (be  ship.  It  did  not  occur  to  him  that  he  would, 
thereby,  lose  ^e  beoeGt  of  drawback  on  the  sugar  in 
question  ;  and,  if  it  had  occurred  to  him,  it  ii  nol  {Hob- 
ahle  that  he  could  then  have  obtained  the  debentures  by 
application  st  the  custom-house.  It  was  a  time  of  general 
alarm  and  agitation,  and  every  citizen  was  onl;  eager  to 
save  himsElf  and  tamily.  The  security  of  property  was 
but  a  seccndaiy  Gonsideration- 

The  Committee  are  ofopinion  the  provisions  of  the 
law,  as  it  stands  at  present,  are  too  severe.  If  the  sttide 
on  which  the  benefit  of  drawback  is  claimed,  is  really 
exported  out  of  (he  limits  of  tbe  United  States,  it  is 
all  that  ought  to  be  lequireci.  The  merchants  are  so- 
licitous to  obtain  the  debenture  certificates;  they  be- 
come transferable  piuporty,  being  negotiable  paper,  like 
promisaory  notes,  and  are  receivable  at  tbe  custom- 
house in  lieu  of  the  inward  duties.  No  man  would 
willingly  overstay  the  time  limited  by  law,  in  which  he 
could  apply  for  his  dabentorea ;  it  ii  lor  his  interest  to 
apply  early,  yet  it  may  aomedmes  happen  that  be  will 
omit,  and  overstay  Vit  timai  but,  sansly,  the  United 
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fiUlM  do  uol  wiih  to  ranch  IIiwt  tnuaiy  in  thii  man- 
ner. Our  revenafl  is  derived  from  the  roreign  ■itidsa 
Mnaumed  in  the  eoantrj,  and  not  from  aiporti.  Under 
all  the  circumtlancH  in  which  this  nibjact  can  be  placed, 
the  CorQinitlM  ara  of  opinion  that  a  general,  and  not  a 
particular  bill  ihould  be  paaaed,  calculated  to  TetieTc  all 
tiie  applicants,  where  naintentiOD  of  Traud  shall  appear, 
and  io  provide  hi  the  eiteasion  of  the  time  in  taikins 
the  oath,  and  giiiog  bond,  in  ciaea  of  gooda  intended  to 
be  exported  for  benefit  of  drawback.  The  comiuitlee, 
tlieiefiiro,  submLt  the  following  resolution  : 

Seni^td,  That  the  petitiw  of  Unc  Clawni  i«  xtm- 
■UUtble  anil  ought  to  be  graated. 

The  report  was  re&d,  »oi  ordered  to  be  com- 
tniited  to  Ihe  Coramitiee  of  the  Whole  House,  to 
-whom  was  committed  on  the  iweotielh  instant, 
the  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  taking  the  oath,  and 
giving  bond  in  cbks  of  drawback,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

GEORGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  then  again  TEsolred  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  ihe  report  of  the 
Coromitteo  of  Bleciiona,  on  the  contested  dection 
of  CowLse  Mead;  when  a  debate  followed  of 
between  two  and  three  boors  length. 

Id  ibe  course  of  the  discntsioa,  the  facts  aa 
stated  to  the  report  were  either  conaidered  as  ptr- 
feclly  eorrect,  or  aa  pRrtabina>  so  little  of  error  aa 
not  10  invalidBie  the  conclDHioot  drawn  from 
tlKm.  Some  amall  diversity  of  opioion  existed 
between  the  Com  mi  lies  of  ElreiioDS  and  the  nit- 
tins  member,  which  Was,  howerer,  reconciled  on 
ex  ma  nation. 

The  debate  began  in  CornmiClee  of  Ihe  Whale, 
and  waa  aAerwatds  prosecuted  in  the  House. 
Hessra.  J.  CLar,  Findlbt,  Bidwell,  O.  W. 
Campbeli^  and  Elmer  adrocated;  and  Messrs. 
Uead,  EaaLT,  Sloan,  Ellis,  N.  Williajus. 
Bhoom,  and  Q,tiiNCYj  opposed  the  report. 

The  opponents  of  the  report  represented  it  aa 
embracing  a  great  Cooatituiional  principle,  rela- 
tive to  Slale  Eovereignty  and  the  powers  of  the 
Bonse.  This  qoeation  arow  out  of  the  judicial 
power*  Tested  bf  the  CoDstitution  in  each  braocb 
of  the  Legislaiure,  aa  lojadging  of  the  election 
of  its  members.  In  the  first  article,  fifth  section 
of  the  Constitution,  it  is  declared,  that  "each 
Runae  shall  be  the  jnd^  ol  ibe  electiona,  returna, 
and  qualifications  of  iis  own  members."  This 
section  embraces  three  distinct  objeclSj  on  wbich 
thejodicisL  powers  of  each  House  might  be  ex- 
ercised ;  the  qualiScHiioa  of  persons  returned  as 
ttiembers.  iheir  election  as  members,  and  the  re- 
tnrns  of  the  person  selected.  With  regard  to  the 
point  of  qualification,  that  could  have  no  bearing 
on  the  present  question.  As  to  Ihe  election  of 
persons  returned  to  lerve  as  members,  the  Coa- 
■tiludoo  had  given  to  the  several  Slates  the  power 
to  regulate  ine  time,  place,  and  manner,  subject 
to  the  ioterpositiOD  of  the  laws  of  Congress.  As 
to  the  return*  of  members,  there  is  no  limitation 
to  ike  power  of  Congreas  to  judge  of  ihem. 
What  power,  then,  is  gtven  by  Ibis  aeeiion  1  A 
jndioial  power  alone,  ft  is  worthy  of  remark  that 
«a«lutiaa  «Bd  a  nturamresniirsly  distinct  aoia; 


where  rate  ceaaeslhe  other  begina,  and  vice  vena. 
Where,  then,  is  to  be  found  the  power  in  Con- 
gress of  prescribinic  the  time,  place,  and  manner 
of  making  returns  7  That  sucn  a  power  existed 
somewhere  couM  not  be  denied,  aa  witbont  it  an 
eleclioQ  would  he  nugatory.  Will  it  be  cootend- 
ed  that  this  power  is  vested  in  the  General  Qov- 


aa  Ihe  Ccnetituiion  ii  perfectly  sileoi  as  to  be- 
stowing snch  a  power  to  the  Qeneral  GoTcra- 
ment,  it  does  not  belong  Co  that  Government; 
neither  was  it  necessary  to  carry  into  e&ect  any 
power  soecifically  given  to  the  General  Oovera- 
ment.  If,  then,  i&  power  does  not  belong  to 
Congress,  and  it  must  reside  somewhere,  it  fol- 
lows from  the  theory  of  our  Government  that  it 
mual  belong  to  the  States,  and  that  the  only  pow- 
er in  this  House  on  the  subject  in  to  judge  of  tbe 
returns ;  not  to  decide  the  time,  place,  and  man- 
ner in  which  they  aball  be  made^  much  less  to 
dispense  with  the  regulatioDs  which  the  States 
may  make  relative  to  ihem.  But  it  maif  perbapa 
be  asked,  how  the  judicial  ^wer  of  this  House 
can  be  exercised  without  onitiog  with  it  the  pow- 
er contended  for  OB  ihis  occasion?  To  this  in- 
quiry the  answer  is  easy.  The  right  to  judge, 
and  the  rule  of  deeisioo  are  distinct  tbioes,  aoo 
white  the  right  to  judge  may  be  In  one  body,  the 
prescription  of  the  rule  may  be  in  another.  The 
rule  in  such  cases  as  these  must  be  a  State  regu- 
lation, when  it  relates  (o  points  on  wbich  the 
States  have  exclusive  le^islaiiaa.  If  this  case 
relates  to  a  buRJoess  in  which  Georgia  has  the  ex- 
elusive  right  to  legislate,  there  can  be  no  oibet 
rule  than  her  legislatioD,  In  order  to  illustrate 
ihis  care,  suppose  good  votes  thould  be  ofiered 
after  the  expiration  of  the  time  within  which  the 
election  was  directed  to  be  held  by  State  laws, 
will  it  be  contended  that  this  House  would  have  « 
right  to  direct  them  to  be  received  ?  Or  (bet  the 
Constitutional  rights  of  the  House  would  be  im- 
paiied  by  being  obliged  to  respect  the  rvgulaiioos 
of  a  State  as  to  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of 
holding  eleciionsl  Just  so  as  to  returns.  The 
Constitutional  right  of  the  House  to  judge  of 
them  is  not  impaired  because  a  rule  of  judging  is 
prescribed  by  another  auihoriir.  Nothiug  is  more 
common  than  this;  it  is,  inoeed,  a  leading  fea- 
ture in  all  the  political  institutions  of  the  United 
Stales.  The  power  Io  judge  being  vested  in  one 
body,  and  the  preacriptiuo  of  the  rule  in  another. 
Alt  of  our  political  writers  have  considered  this 
as  one  of  the  most  important  features  in  our  ts- 
stitutions.  If  we  can  difpenite  in  this  instance 
with  the  lime  fixed  for  receiving  returns,  we  may 
dispense  with  State  regulations  in  other  cases.  U 
we  can  diKpense  with  one  rule,  we  can  dispense 
with  all ;  and  while  the  States  are  consciiuiional- 
ly  fixing  rules,  we  may  be  dispensing  with  ihem — 
a  conclusion  at  which  common  sense  revolts. 

With  regard  to  the  prevaleoce  of  the  wilt  ex- 
pressed by  a  majority  of  the  eood  votes  given,  it 
was  observed,  that  Ibat  couldlje  only  ascertained 
by  some  legal  provision,  and  that  the  only  way  of 
guarding  il  fn^n  abaie  wu  Io  preserve  ihe  law* 
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of  the  Slate  iDT)oUte;aiid  that  althoiigb  in  some 
few  iDstancee  a  ligid  adherence  [o  ibem  might  be 
produclive  of  sgme  birdxbip,  yet  in  its  geaeral 
eSeciB  it  would  be  productive  of  much  greater 
good  ;  and,  it  was  added,  (hat  ibat  species  of  rea- 
soDiDg  was  as  novel  as  unMund,  whieh  neot  to 
protect  tbe  rights  of  the  ciiizeaa  of  a  Slate  by 
prostration  the  lawi  made  to  secore  them. 

To  Ebow  ifaat  the  law  of  Oeorgia,  limiting  tbe 
lime  witbia  which  votes  should  £?  received,  i«hb 
obligaiory  npoo  the  House,  an  elaborate  arga- 
meai  was  gone  into  to  prove,  by  a  minoie  diwec- 
tion  of  (be  Cooadtuiion,  that  ioafimnch  as  all 
powers  not  expressly  given  to  tbe  Qenoal  Got- 
eroment  were  recervedto  tbe  people  of  the  Siaiex, 
and  inaimucb  ■«  the  only  power  specifisally  given 
related  lo  tbe  lime,  place,  and  niaDoer  of  hold- 
ing eleetb^^  and  not  to  the  time,  place,  aod  man- 
ner  of  raakicg  returoa,  no  such  power  resided  in 
Congress. 

From  all  (his  reasoningit  was  contended,  that 
though  the  House  had  a  right  to  judge  of  tbe  re- 
turns of  its  members,  thai  right  most  be  exer- 
cised io  obedience  to  tbe  rules  fixed  by  the  Slate 
of  Georgia,  which  canslituliDQHily  possessed  the 

Eowcr  of  piescriblag  ibem,  and  that  they  must 
e  considered  as  eonclusife,  unlets  revoked  or 
llloij[fied  by  CoQgreas. 

Tbe  friends  of  tbe  report  remarked  (hat  tbe 
power  of  tbe  House  oik  this  subject  was  vested 
by  Lbnt  part  of  tbe  Constitution  which  declsres 
Ihal  "  esoh  House  shall  be  the  jud^e  of  (be  elec- 
ttoRB,  relarns,  and  qualifications  of  its  own  mem- 
bers ;"  and  that  this  power  was  distinct  from  that 
-vrhieh  gave  ultimately  to  the  Legislature,  in  case 
tfiey  saw  fit  to  exercise  i(,  the  power  of  determi- 
DJnir  '^^^  time,  place,  and  maoQerof  holding  elec- 
tions. The  words  "judging  of  reiuros,"  were 
comprebensive,  unrestricted,  aud  inclusive  of  ev- 
ery step  incidental  to  making  returns.  The  power 
could  not  be  cooGned  to  the  mere  judging  of  tbe 
autheDticicy  of  the  certificate  of  the  relnrning 
officer,  as  tnat  would  be  nugatory.  It  most'" 
wise  include  the  inaaaer  in  which  tbe  votes ' 
couoied  in  district;  the  manner  in  which  Ibey 
were  traDsoiitted;  tbe  place  appointed  for  reoeiv- 
iag  ihem,  and  (he  oaecrtaioiog  of  their  aggregate 
Bumber.  It  had  been  truly  said,  ihal  where  tbe 
bustuesa  of  election  ceases,  that  of  the  returns  be- 

fin  ;  wbicb,  therefore,  mast  be  considered  as 
racing  ererylhing  after  the  votes  were  z 
As  soon  as  an  election  terminates,  the  candl 
is  elected,  the  only  thing  remainiog  is  to  ascer- 
tain the  result,  and  (bis  is  done  by  (he  returns 
made.  What,  then,  is  the  tight  of  this  House  to 
judge?  Accordine  to  gentlemen,  they  have  not 
a  right  to  judge  oT  (he  cer[ifica(e  of  (be  officers 
of  Georgia  ;  tney  have  not  a  right  to  judge  how 
tbe  votes  are  transmitted ;  but  of  all  (his  tbe 
Gorernor  is  to  judge,  under  a  law  of  Georgia. 
But  such  a  law  would  be  a  mere  nullity,  as  it 
would  be  ia  direct  opposition  to  (he  words  of  the 
Const iititioa,  'vrbich  gives  to  (bis  House  (be  entire 
rigbtofjudgiag  of  the  returns  of  its  members.  The 
fact  w^a  tb^i  tbe  law  of  Georgia  could  only  be 
considered  aa  conaiiloiiag  tbe  Qonruar  the 


of  information  to  this  House,  which  is  the 
only  tribunal  to  which  ibe  returns  can  uliimately 
be  made.  So  cooaideriag  (he  subject,  ihere  was 
DO  reason  far  the  remark,  that  the  principle  con- 
tained in  the  report  went  lo  set  aside  the  law  of 
Georgia.  Should  tbe  power  of  tbe  Hoose  in  this 
case  be  denied,  i(  would  prevent  us  from  investi- 
gating any  case,  however  eharaeterined  by  fraud, 
and  would  prostrate  at  (be  feet  of  an  Executive 
officer,  (be  power  so  guardedly  bestowed  on  each 
House.  I(  is  inquired  whether  we  will  set  aside 
the  law  of  Georgia  by  the  decision  we  Br«  abont 
to  make;  but  it  does  not  follow  that  (he  adoption 
of  (he  report  will  have  this  effect.  Tbe  law  of 
Georgia  says  that  the  Governor  shell  count  ibe 
votes  received  at  a  certain  diy ;  bu(  it  does  not 
say  that  the  House  shall  not  count  those  received 
afterwards.  We,  in  fact,  then,  carry  into  effect 
■he  law  of  Georgia  as  far  as  it  goes,  and  only  in 
case  of  a  failure,  supply  (he  deficiency.  Could 
'.here  be  a  doubt  of  tbe  prinoiple  assumed  in  tho 
'eport,  it  would  be  reuMved  by  a  denial  of  il  giv- 
ing the  power  to  any  petty  officer  of  tbe  State, 
ay  snppreisinff  the  votes,  to  deprive  (he  member, 
legally  eleeled,  of  his  seat.  Would  this  be  a  jutt 
principle  ?  Is  it  not  uur  principle  that  a  majority 
shall  govern?  And  is  it  not  strange  to  say  that  a 
State  shall  have  the  right  of  violattog  such  a 
principle  1 

With  regard  to  a  return,  it  might  imply  two 
things;  the  otiginal  certifietUe  of  the  presidioe 
officer  in  each  election  distriot,  and  the  general 
certificate  of  the  whole  election,  (he  several  parts 
of  which  were  held  in  different  places.  It  was 
necessary  that  these  several  ceriiBcatea  should  be 
examined  by  some  general  authority.  As  a  mat- 
ter, therefore,  of  neocssity,  some  auihority  most 
reside  in  the  Slates  lo  count  up  tbe  whole  num- 
ber of  votes,  and  (o  certify  the  persons  elected. 
This  power  was  vested  in  differeDt  ways  in  the 
several  States.  Whoever  eaercised  it  could  b« 
only  considered  as  tbe  certifying  officer,  whose 
certificate  was  not  a  decision,  bat  simply  a  re- 
turn, subject  to  the  control  of  this  House,  which 
is  made  by  the  Constitution  the  judge  of  it.  The 
ConaiiHiiion  says  the  House  are  (o  judge  of  the 
retnrus.  Can  these  returns,  therefore,  be  conclu- 
sive and  binding  upon  (be  House?  If  so,  tb« 
power  of  judging  is  altogether  nugatory.  If  we 
cannot  go  out  of  the  returns,  and  judge  of  any- 
thing not  in  them,  we  cannot  be  said  to  possess 
any  power  over  them.  Bui  the  words  of  the 
Constitution  are  precise;  giving  the  unrestricted 
power  to  judge.  The  Houce  then  may  receive 
olber  evidence  to  satisfy  tbent  than  thai  found  on 
the  face  of  tbe  returns,  and  on  such  evidence  may- 
ei(her  allow  that  which  is  not  in  (hem,  or  disaf- 
low  (hat  which  is.  A  case  has  been  put  of  votes 
received  in  coat  raven  lion  of  a  Suie  law,  afler 
the  time  fixed  for  receiving  them,  and  it  has  be«t 
said  that  these  votes  ought  not  to  be  received. 
Why?  Because  the  time  of  holding  electiona 
being  expressly  vested  in  tbe  State  Legislature, 
in  the  first  ioslaoce,  and  Congress  not  having 
changed  the  prescribed  time,  the  Slate  regulatioa 
mut  ptcTait.    But  let  tbe  case  be  portued  ft^- 
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(her.  Suppose  tuch  votes  are  not  oulr  reeeived, 
but  iacludeij  ia  returns  mads  to  tbe  GoverDor,  be 
ia  DOl  to  jiid^  of  Ihe  l^ality  of  ihe  votes  g:i*ei  , 
the  Slate  law  only  direct*  him  to  couut  up  tbe 
rotes  returned  ;  whether  ihej  ought  or  oaght  no' 
to  be  receiv«i  he  eaoaot  judge.  Of  tbit  tbi 
House  is  the  judge.  He  caauoi  receive  evidenoi 
ont  of  the  returns  i  be  therefore  coudu  vp  thi 
votes,  proclsimi  the  person  having  the  highest 
number  and  the  returoa  are  fonrarded  to  ' 
body.  The;  ere  in  due  form;  but  votes  appear 
10  be  admitted  which,  by  the  law  of  Georgia, 
ought  not  to  have  been  admitted.  Is  the  House 
concluded  by  this  reiurn  7  Are  they  not,  on  the 
eoDtnrv,  empowered  to  go  out  of  it,  and  receive 
evidence  of  Ihe  fact  that  such  improper  votes 
were  admitted  7  No  one  will  deny  it.  Further : 
suppose  the  presiding  officer  to  hare  refused  rotea 
offered  in  time ;  suppose  he  had  refused  all  the 
ToieHgiveD  for  a  candidate  in  several  counties, 
tbe  Gorernor  could  notpayany  attention  to  these 
f  otes,  for  his  certificate  must  be  founded  ei 
aiuelr  oa  the  votes  returned  to  him.  He  would 
be  obliged,  therefore,  to  certify  as  duly  eleeted, 
the  person  having  the  highest  number  of  luoh 
Toie«,  although  it  mighi  be  proved  that  the  sup- 

Eressed  votes,  if  counted,  would  bare  given  ' 
igbeat  autnber  to  another  candidate.  Conld  _  . 
the  House,  in  this  case,  go  out  of  the  celums  of 
the  Governor,  and  allow  the  votes  fairly  given  to 
be  cuumed  7  Is  the  election  to  be  affect«]  by  such 
omission  or  neglect  7  Clearly  not.  In  the  prev- 
ent case,  the  votes  in  question,  aocording  to  the 
law  of  Georgia,  were  lawfully  given,  and  ought 
to  have  been  returned.  Had  that  law  been  ob- 
aerved  they  would  have  been  retnroed.  In  one 
respect  only  was  there  aneglect  of  it  Can  that, 
then,  be  said  to  be  a  violation  of  the  law  of  Geor- 
gia, which  consists  in  Kiviitg  effect  to  its  provis- 
ions  where  they  have  failed  to  be  observed  7  The 

Eat  principle  in  judgiag  of  elections,  ought  to 
thai  the  will  of  the  people,  fairly  expressed, 
ahall  govern.  And  that  coDBtractioo  of  the  Cob- 
■tilutioo  and  lawa  of  the  United  Stales  ought  to 
prevail,  which  consists  in  giving  effect  to  good 
rotes,  rather  than  destroying  them.  This  is  the 
principle  of  the  report.  The  adoption  of  a  hos- 
tile principle  would  be  to  sacrifice  the  subvlance 
of  electioD  to  its  mere  shadow. 

The  suggestion  that  the  pripciple  of  the  re- 
port is  calculated  to  alarm  the  jealousy  of  the 
States  is  ideal  The  judging  of  the  election  of 
members  is  a  joint  authority,  residine  in  the 
States  in  the  fi ml  instance,  and  ultimatJy  In  ibis 
House.  If  the  controlling  power  does  not  reside 
here,  it  resides  no  where — there  is  a  blank  in  the 
Govetameni.  It  cannot  reside  in  Georgia,  for 
the  power  is  not  concurreot,  end  if  not  here,  the 
Slates  must  iTievitabl]r  submit  to  every  irregular- 
ity that  may  be  practised  by  aubordiuate  agents. 
It  baa  been  said  that  the  law  of  Georgia  is  in 
force,  but.ii  can  have  no  force  at  the  expense  of 
the  Const iluiiooal  power  of  the  House.  Bat  was 
that  law  complied  with?  If  so,  the  present  con- 
test would  not  eiistt 
It  was  t(ua  that  the  gtMt  principle  was  a  musd 


one  whieb  separatee  Executive,  Legislative,  and 
Judicial  power.  This  might  be  an  argument  for 
Ihe  iastilution  of  a  special  tribunal  for  the  trial 
of  contested  elections,  but  it  is  an  abuotiant  an- 
swer to  show  that  this  has  not  been  done;  but 
that,  on  the  contrary,  tbe  Constitution  of  the 
General  Government,  as  well  as  the  constitutions 
of  Ihe  Geverat  States,  have  made  the  legislative 
bodies  judges  of  the  elections  of  their  members. 

In  the  course  of  the  discuwion.  various  prece- 
denta  were  quoted  from  the  Journals  of  the  Honss, 
some  of  which  were  considered  as  applicable  to 
one  aide,  and  some  as  applicable  to  tbe  other  side 
of  tbe  question  at  issue;  but,  on  a  full  examiita- 
tion  of  them,  iher  shed  so  faint  a  light  on  the 
subject  that  we  nave  considered  it  unnecessary 
to  notice  ifaem. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  the  first 
member  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  viz:  'That  CowLM  Mbai^ 
returned  to  this  House  as  a  member  thereof  lor 
the  Stale  of  iSeorgia,  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat." — 
Yeas  68,  nays  63 — as  follows: 

Ys^s — Isaac  Anderson,  John  Ardier,  David  Bsid, 
Joseph  Barker,  Burirell  Basset,  George  M.  Bedinger, 
Silas  BetUD,  Barasbsi  Bidnell,  Pbanuel  Bisbop,  Juhn 


Ohsadter,  Martin  Chilteoden,  J<^n  Clsiboms,  Joseph 
Cla;,  John  Cltmton,  Fredarick  Conrad,  Jacob  Ciown- 
insbield,  Samael  W.  Dana.  John  Dswkid,  James  EUiot, 
Ebeneier  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppea,  William  FiuHior, 
James  Fiik,  Joho  Fowler.  James  M.  Gamatt,  Edwin 
GiBj,  Andrew  Gregg,  Silju  Uslsej,  John  Hamilton, 
James  Holland,  Dsvid  Haltnes,  John  Q.  Jackson,  Wal- 
ter JoQes,  Nebemish  Knight,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Jo. 
Btsli  Maatfin,  Nichalu  R.  Moore,  Juhn  Morrow,  Gui- 
don 8.  Momford,  Thomas  Newtou,  Jan.,  Gidoan  Olin, 
John  Randolph,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Res  of 
Pennsylvsnia,  Jacob  Richards,  Thomss  Sammona, 
Thomas  Sandlbrd,  Martin  G.  Schunemsn,  Ebenemr 
Seaver,  John  Bmilte,  O'Brien  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Jos^h  Stanton,  lliomai  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  John  B.  Vamnm,  Matthew 
Walton,  Rabart  WbilehiU,  Marmaduka  Williuni,  AI- 
eTsndei  Wilson,  snd  Joseph  Winston. 

Nits — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  James  M.  Broon,  Jdtat 
Boyle,  Levi  Csse;,  Matthew  Clay,  George  OliBtMi,jua., 
Orchard  Cook,  Richard  Cults,  Esra  JHrbj,  Jebn  Uav^ 
eaport,JuD.,  Eliu  Sarla,  Peter  Bariy,  Caleb  EU^  WU. 
tiam  Ely,  Pelenon  Qoodvnrn,  Isuah  L.  Oreeo,  Wil- 
iiaoi  Helms,  Dsvid  Hoogh,  JamsB  Kelly,  Tbomaa  Kaa- 
in,  Michael  Leib,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Patrick  Ma- 
gruder,  Robert  Marion,  Dsvid  Mehwethar,  Jaremiah 
Morrow,  Jonsthan  O.  Mooelj,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger 
Tfelgon,  Timolh;  Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Pugfa,  Joaiah  Quia- 
cj,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Ruesel,  Peter  Sailtj, 
James  Sloiin,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Henry  Southaid, 
Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggait, 
Benjamin,  Tallmadge,  Samnel  Tenney,  David  Thomas, 
Uri  Trscy,  Philip  Vsn  Corliindt.  Daniel  C.  Verplknck, 
Peleg  Wsdsworth,  John  Whitehill,  Eiiphalet  Wickea, 
David  R.  WJliama,  Natban  WUIlsma,  and  Tbomaa 
Wynns. 

The  question  was  then  put  that  the  Houm  do 
agree  with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Huuae  to 
tbe  second  and  last  member  of  the  said  reaoltition, 
="  the  words  foUowiog,  to  wit; 
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"And  that  Thomu  SpkUing  ii  sntilled  to  a  wst  in 
ihii  Houh,  u  k  Repreawtatiie  of  ttw  Stat*  of  Geo^u  i" 

And  reBoUed  in  tb«  affirmalire — yeu  66,  navs 
5S,a3follow<i: 

YiAi — Icaac  Andenon,  Ji^n  Archer,  David  Bard, 
Joaeph  BarfcsT,  Bnrwall  Baaaet,  GtOfge  M.  BedtDger, 


arnabaa  Bidwall,  Fhanoel  BUiop,  John  Blake,  mn., 
hiHuaa  Blount,  Robwl  Brown,  Jaaaph  Bc^aa,  wil. 
liam  Butler,  George   W.  -CsinpbelJ,  John  OhanilleT, 


Martin  ChiCtesdui,  Jahn  Cluborile,  joaeph  Clay,  Jriii- 
Cloptop,  Fiedflrick  Connd,  iacob  CravrQioshield,  John 
Dawaon,  James  Elliot,  Bbenezei  Elmer,  John  W.  Ep- 

r,  WilliainPiiidle7.Jam«aFUk,JohnFowlsr,Jai>iM 
Gamelt,  Ednin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  SUaa  Halaej, 
John  Hamilton,  James  Holland,  Qavid  Hobnes,  John 
O.  Jackaon,  Waller  Jooea,  Nehemiab  Knight,  John 
Lunbelt,  Joaeph  Lewia,  juD.,  Joaiah  Mastert,  Nieholai 
R.  Moore,  John  Martow,  Gordon  8.  Mumforil,  Thorn aa 
Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  01) n,  John  Randolph,  Thomas 
M.  Randolpb,  John  Rea  of  Pen  nij  Irani  a,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, Thomu  Sammonii,  Thomaa  Sandford,  Marlin  O. 
Schuneman,  Ebeoeaer  tJeaTer,  John  Bmitie,  O'Brien 
Smith,  Bamoal  Smith,  JoBefdi  Stanton,  Abran  Trigg, 
Killiui  K.  Van  Reniselaer,  JoKph  S.  Varnnm,  Mat- 
thew WalloD,Rob«itWhilehill,Mann«dal(eWlUi*ina, 
AlexkBdet  Wilson,  and  Joaepfa  Winaton. 

Na.TS — Willia  Aliton,  jun.,  Jemea  M.  Broom,  John 
Bajle,  Levi  Caaey,  Matthew  Claj,  Georg*  Clinton.jan. 
Orchnrd  Cook,  Ricbanl  Uutta,  Em  Daib;,  John  Dav- 
enport, Jan.,  EliM  Earle,  Peter  Early,  Caleb  Ellia,  WU- 
liaoi  £ly,  Pe(«aan  Goodwyn,  lujah  L.  Green,  Wil- 
litun  Hclma,  Jamei  Kelly,  Thomai  Kenan,  Michael 
Loib,  Henry  W.  LivingBton,  Patrick  Magnider,  Robert 
Marion,  David  Meriwether,  JeremiBh  Morrow,  Jona- 
thnn  O.  Mo«l^,  Jtremiab  Neleon,  Roger  Nelaon,  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Pugb,  Joeiah  Qaincj,  John 
RheB  of  Tenneaaec,  John  Rniaal,  Peter  Saill;,  JunCa 
-'Sloan,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Henry  Son Iha id,  Richard 
Stanford,  Lewia  B.  Stnrgei,  Samuel  Taggart  " 
lain,  Taltmadge,8amnel  Tenney,  DaWd  Thoi 
Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Daniel  0.  Verplanek, 
Peleg  Wadaworth,  John  Whitehill,  Etipbalet  Wickea, 
David  it  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  and  ThooMs 
Wjnna. 

'WbereapoD,  (he  said  Thomas  SpALorito  took 
bis  Mat  la  ihe  House,  aa  a  RepreHentatire  for  tbe 
Slate  of  Oeorsla ;  Ihe  oaih  to  support  the  CoDsti- 
roiion  of  the  Ooited  3tat«s  beiog  first  adminttiieT' 
ed  to  him  by  Mr.  Speaker,  aceordiag  lo  ]aw. 

Thdmiut,  Deoembn  36. 

The  House  r«sa)f  ed  iiaelf  iiHa  a  Cominittee  of 
ibe  Whole  DD  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Toppna.  George  Jenkins,  and  Williaiu  Carrier.  ' 

Td«  bill  was  reported  without  amendmeat  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 

tO-moTTOW. 

Mr.  FiNDL.'rr,  from  the  Comniittee  of  Elections, 
to  whom  it  was  referred  to  examine  the  certifi- 
cates and  other  credentials  of  the  members  return- 
ed lo  aerre  in  this  House,  tnade  a  report,  in  part, 
ifaereupoo  ;  -which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  House  to  whom 
was  eommiited,  oD  the  seveDteenlh  iostast,  the 
report  ofxhe  Committee  of  Cinimi  on  a  petition 
ofthe  enw  ^  >>>«  lote  United  Slat«^  fr%aie  Phil- 


adelphia, were  discharged  from  the  conrideratioa 
thereof;  and  the  petitioners  had  leave  to  with- 
draw their  petition. 

GENERAL  BATON. 

The  House  rewlved  itself  iirio  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  select  oommitlee 
to  wham  bad  been  recomniilted  the  reaoluttOB 
respecting^  William  Eaiou,  Esq. 

The  original  resolution  is  in    the  following 

Saehed,  by  iht  SenaU  and  H^utt  tff  Rfprrtmttt 
lit)t*  of  the  Unittd  Statu  of  AmtrUa  in  Coiwrat  <u- 

tembUd,  That  Ihe  President  of  the  United  States  be 
^quested  to  present  a  swoid,  !n  the  name  of  Congreas, 
u  William  Eaton,  Esquire,  as  a  testimony  of  the  high 
sense  entertained  of  his  gallantry  and  good  caoduct  in 
leading  a  Bmall  lianci  of  oar  countrymen,  and  others, 
Ihroagb  the  desert  of  Lybia,  on  an  eipedition  against 
Tripoli,  in  conjunction  with  the  at-Bashan  of  that 
Regency  ;  defeating  the  Tripolitan  anny  at  Derne, 
witb  tbe  suistaneo  of  a  small  part  of  the  Naval  force 
of  the  United  States,  and  contriboting  thereby  to  a 
BUocessftal  teimlnstion  iri*  the  war,  and  the  reatomtion 
of   our  eaptivs  ftilkni-eitiiana    to  Kberly  and    tbHr 

The  select  commillee  recommended  amending 
it  by  Kubstituliug  "a  ^o)d  medal  with  suitable  de- 
vices," in  lieu  of  '■  sword."  and  atriking  out  the 
word  "  at,"  and  InaerliDg  m  its  room,  "  taking  the 

On  Ht^reting  to  the  first  amendment: 
Mr.  J.  Cliy  taid  be  was  far  from  wishing  to 
derogate  from  tbe  merits  of  Mr.  Eaton.  Oo  Ibe 
contrary,  no  man  was  more  ready  lo  bestow  the 
rewant  his  gallant  and  good  conduct  merited. 
But.  when  he  coosalted  (be  Journals  of  Congress, 
and  foond  that  only  three  medaU  had  been  con- 
ferred during  the  vboleperiodof  thr  ReTolutioD- 
ary  war,  in  which  our  liberties  aod  independence 
had  been  acbiered,  and  considered  the  occasions 
on  which  they  had  been  giren,  he  could  not  con- 
sider the  present  case  as  entitled  to  the  same  ex- 
pression of  national  gratitude.  He  could  not,  for 
loatance,  consider  ibe  lakiog  of  Derne  as  eqaatin 
importance  to  the  captnre  of  Cornwallis.  In  tbe 
fftoTQ  recent  case  of  Captain  Decatur,  Congress 
had  only  given  a  sword,  though  that  officer  bad 
carried,  captured,  and  burnt  Ihe  frigate  Pfailadel- 
pbis,  and  was  afterward  Ihe  first  man  who  took  a 
gunboat  from  the  enemy;  which  ezploiis  were 
aceompanied  by  Exertions  such  as  have  scarcely 
been  preeedented  in  similar  circumstances.  Pot 
ill  this,  Congress  conferred  a  sword  only.  Mr. 
J.  said,  he  believed  that  there  had,  in  tbis  instance, 
been  as  much  gallantry  and  good  condoct_dis- 
/ayed  as  in  the  case  now  before  the  Commriiee. 
[e,  therefore,  thought,  tbe  reward  bestowed  in  the 
-ae  easewootd  be  adequate  to  the  other.  For 
these  reasons,  he  should  be  obliged  to  vote  against 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  J.  RawDOLpBrow  10  eipress  his  coincidence 
of  opinion  with  the  eenileman  from  Pennsylvania. 
Thai  rewards  shouM  be  proportioned,  not  only  to 
ons  of  those  clsiraing  them,  but  lO  the 
dignity  and  imporiance  of  ibe  achievement  which 
drew  them  forth,  was  not  less  Irue  than  that  merit 
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shoutd  be  eaeourmged  whereTer  it  might  appear. 
I  beliere,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  tbat  the  geDileman  who 
ia  the  object  or  this  resoluiioD  would  infioitely 
prefer — I  have  oot  the  pleasure  of  his  acqaaini- 
ance — I  judge  of  his  fediags  by  my  own — I  am 
persaaded  that  he  would  set  a  far  greater  valae 
vponany  testimony,  howerer  small,  of  iheODati- 
niouit  approbation  of  this  Honse,  thao  on  ihe 
highest  token  of  anplause  which  a  bare  majority 
eould  give  him.  For  thisreasoo,  I  regret  thai  the 
moTer  of  the  resolution  ha*  changed  a  course  in 
vhieb  alt  seemed  disponed  to  follow  him,  for  one 
■which  so  many  were  llbely  to  disapprove.  It  has 
been  etated  that  bat  three  or  fbur  medaU  had  been 
•truck  during  the  ReToluiionary  war;  one.  I 
believe,  fbr  Saratoga,  another  for  ihe  capitulation 
of  York;  a  third,  perhaps,  upOD  that  oeeasiDO. 
more  aujj'iist  when  the  CommaDder-in -Chief  of 
OUT  Armies  came  lo  resign  into  the  huida  of  the 
civil  Buihoriiy  [hat  military  power  with  which  he 
had  been  iDtrusied  for  the  salvation  of  his.coun- 
try.  I  have  always  understood  that  medals  were 
alrujk,  not  lo  much  in  complimenl  to  an  ioditid- 
«al.  as  tocomtDemorateaome  great  naiiDoal  arent, 
ana  we  are  now  called  upon  to  commemoraie  the 
great  naiioQal  event— of  what,  Mr  1  A  skirmish 
between  a  few  of  our  couairymsn  and  a  handful 
of  undisciplined,  half-^rmed  barbarian!.  As  this 
question  is  rather  a  subject  of  taste  and  feeling 
laan  of  argument,  I  shall  not  trouble  the  Com- 
mittee upon  it,  further  than  to  nuggeat  that  there 
iaa  true  and  false  sublime  in  politic*  as  well  as  in 
poetry,  and  that,  by  atiGmpling  to  soar  too  high, 
wa  shall  only  plunze  into  bathoa. 

Mr.  BiowELL. — -I  agre«.  generally,  in  the  prin- 
ciple  assumed  by  the  geollemaa  frona  Pennsylva- 
nia  and  the  genileman  from  Virginia,  with  regard 
to  the  appofiionment  of  rewards  to  the  decree  of 
merit,  and  ihe  importance  of  the  act  performed. 
When  the  subject  now  under  coBsideratiou  first 
occupied  our  attention,  it  appeared  to  me  that  a 
awora  was  the  proper  symbol  by  which  loBSpress 
Ibe  national  gratitude ;  but,  on  more  mature  ra- 
flection,  I  have  formed  a  costrary  conclusion. 
The  presentation  of  a  sword  would  appear  to  b« 
more  appropriate  to  serrice*  merely  military, 
while  a  medal  is  more  characleriaiic  of  serricei 
of  a  mixed  nature,  performed  with  some  great  ob- 
ject in  view.  The  achievement,  which  is  the 
abject  of  the  present  resoluiioD.  is  not  merely  mil- 
itary, but  parity  military  and  partly  diplomatic. 
Aaword  would  not,  in  rank,  be  adequate  to  the 
eaierprise  or  equal  lo  the  service  performed.  This 
lervice  was,  to  a  great  measure,  voluniary.  An 
expedition  waK  undertakes,  in  connexion  with  the 
ei-Bashawof  Tripoli,  and  with  the  tacit  consent 
of  our  Gtorernmenu  Mr.  Eaion  commanded  the 
army  of  the  ex-Ba^haw.  For  ibese  reasoas,  it 
appears  to  me,  that  a  medal  is  more  appropriate 
as  emblematic  ,1  of  the  grauiude  of  (he  country, 
than  a  sword  would  be.  In  point  of  examples 
that  may  have  been  set.  I  shall  not  go  back  lo  the 
Revolution,  lo  inquire  into  the  ditiiociioo*  which 
may  have  been  then  made  in  rewarding  diS'ereut 
degrees  of  merit.  On  a  late  occasion,  we  have 
awn  a  medal  bestowed  on  Commodore  Preble. 


With  the  gentlemen  who  hare  preceded  me,  I 
agree  that  uDanimiiy  would  add  highly  to  ibe 
gralifiealiaa  of  ihe  gentleman  wbo  is  the  object 
of  this  resolution,  ana  it  would  be  certainly  tiigb- 
ly  giatifyine  to  me  a*  friendly  lo  it.  1  am,  there- 
fore, Miry  that  a-n  unanimons  vote  is  not  likdytc 


original 


merely  rose  to  stale  the  k 
induced  me  to  vary  the  motion  from  i 
ihape. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  STaitToM,  the  resolution 
aonfemng  a  g<A4  medat  on  Captain  Truxlon  was 
read: 
When  the  question  wis  taken  on  striking  out 
sword,"  and  inserting  a  "  medal  of  gold  witk 
suitable  devices,"  and  passed  in  the  affirmative — 
lyes  56,  nays  51. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  tlieir  azree- 
nent  to  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  wnich 
the  House  immediately  look  into  considemiion. 

On  the  question  lo  concur  with  the  Committee 
if  the  Whole,  in  the  amendment, 

Mr.  J.  Clay  rose  to  express  a  hope  that  the  gen- 
tlemen in  the  msioriiy  would  agree  to  confcniiw' 
sword  instead  of  a  medal.    He  declared  bims^ 
9  aniious  as  any  gentleman  could  be,  to  bestow 
proper  triboie  of  respect;  but  he 


jM^aOH. — Inasmuch  as  I  look  the  liberty 
of  expressing  my  approbation  of  the  amendment 
DOW  under  consideration,  when  this  subject  was 
previously  before  the  House,  and  am  now  of  the 
opinion  that  it  ought  not  to  be  adopted,  I  think  it 
propRT  briefly  to  assign  my  reasons  for  the  vote  I 

OnafQrmeroccasion,Iwai  governed  by  a  senti- 
ment of  feeling,  bBving,al  the  same  time  a  regard 
to  preudents,  wiihout  taking  into  view  the  case 
of  Captain  Deeatnr.  Without  defeating  from 
the  merits  of  others,  I  eonsadei  his  merits  to  bt 
as  great  as  those  of  any  other  man.  I  wn  of 
opinion  if  othos  of  not  greater  merit  have  receiv- 
ed higher  tesiimonitils  of  respect ;  if  we  have 
made  B'dis^nciion  between  men  of  equal  meri^ 
and  assigned  to  subordinaie  merit  the  same  re- 
ward as  to  those  who  have  achieved  tbe  liberty 
of  iheir  country,  it  is  time  to  stop,  ll  is  extremely 
delicate  to  compare  the  merits  of  [nrticular  men. 
where  all  have  deserved  well  of  their  couniry,ana 
deeerve  its  respect  aad  gratitude.  Aa  the  highest 
meed  is  (fue  to  those  who  have  rendered  iha  great- 
est services  to  their  coaolry,  we  ought  not  to  «•• 
sociate  suoh  cases  with  ihosa  of  a  lower  anide, 
be«BUsa,  we  thereby  impair  the  testimony  <h  grat- 
itude and  respect  so  justly  due  lo  theae  wbo 
achieved  our  liberty  and  inaependeaee. 

Mr.  Vabndm. — 1  agree  that  every  expraasion of 
national  gratiiude  ought  to  be  in  proportion  to  the 
services  rendered;  but  I  do  not  agree  that  it  ought 
to  be  in  proportion  to  the  rank  ol  those  who  per- 
formed Ihem.  This  circumstance  ought  lo  make 
no  difference  in  the  return  of  gratitude ;  or,  if  it 
did  make  a  difference,  it  ought  >o  dignify  rather 
than  derogate  from  the  degree  of  merit.  There 
sboatdbeAe  di&renee,  vbetAetlkeobJMtaf  our 
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gTBtitode  were  the  hjf  beat  ^menl  or  ibe  luweat 
■eniiaeL  We  dl  know  that  Mr.  Eaua  w»  id 
the  Uoited  Slates  three  fean  since ;  that  he  iheo 
formed  Ihe  project  of  embarking'  the  ex-Bashaw 
ID  oor  terrice  ;  and,  by  a  junclioo  of  a  land  foree 
wilh  our  nBTal  armameai,  to  insure  peace.    This 


cnlerprwe  hu  bwa  uad«rt>b«n  by  any  general 
irbatever  than  that  eiacutcd  fay  EaioD  1  Look 
■t  the  whole  of  the  iraDNctioii,  from  his  enteriOK 
Egypt  to  bis  Koinr  on  board  the  frigate.  Look 
at  the  enterprise  ae  plaaaed  !  I  do  not  say  it 
ought  to  hare  been  warmly  enteteil  into  by  the 
Oovernment;  but,  if  the  arrangements  be  bad 
made  had  been  supported  by  two  or  three  ihou- 
aaod  men,  I  have  not  adoubt  but  they  would  have 
taken  Tripoli;  perhaps  a  lessnumber  would  have 
been  sufficient  Tbe  Preaidentsays:  "Theband 
'under  Baton,  sod  theii  successTuI  enterprise  on 
'  the  city  of  Derne,  contiibuted,  doubtless,  to  iba 
'  impresnioo  which  produced  peace."  Look  at 
the  sittiatton  in  which  we  still  should  bare  been 
had  it  not  been  for  tbia  enterprise  I  There  is 
nothiBg  to  jtuiify  the  idea  that  it  would  haTe  been 
in  the  power  ot  our  nary  to  reduce  our  enemy  to 
terms,  unless  by  the  co-opflraiiuu  of  some  fotee 
on  land.  I  believe  that  the  [oiee  under  fialon 
had  a  greater  effect  than  the  whole  fleet  in  pro- 
ducing pence.  Yet,  if  we  e>Te  Preble  a  medal, 
for  wnich  1  moM  cheerfully  voted,  by  whom 
peace  was  not  eBected,  shall  we  refiiee  the  same 
nward  to  Eaton,  who  accomplisbed  the  object  7 
I  do  not  believe,  since  oar  existence  as  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  there  has  been  a  comparable  en- 
terprise. For  these  reasons,  I  trust,  the  amend- 
ment will  prevail. 

Mr.  Blmkb.— I  am  not  very  fViendly  to  thinga 
of  this  kind  ;  I  believe  we  mav  be  too  lavish  jn 
bestowing  Ihem.  But.  if,  on  tnis  oocasion,  there 
is  to  be  anyihing  furiber  tb&n  an  expression  of 
the  high  sense  we  entertain  of  the  sei*ice«  ren- 
dered, a  medal  and  not  a  aword  is  the  proper  tes- 
timonial. Of  this  gentlemen  will  be  convinced, 
by  attending  to  the  conduct  of  our  nation^as  well 
as  that  of  other  nations.  A  sword  is  given  for 
the  display  of  bravery,  to  inferior  officers;  or 
there  is  sometimes  given  a  brevet  commission. 
We  recollect  that,  oq  the  storming  of  Stony 
Point,  General  Wayne  received  a  sword,  and 
those  who  beaded  the  forlorn  hope  were  reward- 
ed with  a  brevet  commiasion.  To  ifeservelhe na- 
tional thanks,  it  is  necessary  to  oombine  success 
with  bravery.  A  medal  is  expressive  not  merely 
of  bravery,  but  of  bravery,  foniiade,  and  wisdom : 
to  merit  it,  there  shoald  be  a  combination  of  all 
three.  Themerelakingof  DeHc,therefo»e,wiiiitd 
not  alone  cniitle  Eaton  to  great  praise;  but,  if 
everyibiDg  conneeted  with  the  plan  and  the  sae- 
eesB  which  crowned  it,  be  taken  into  eooaidera- 
tion,andanvihingDthcr  than  ihaoka are  bestowed, 
it  ought  to  be  a  medaL  If  "tword"  stood  in  the 
resolution.  1  should  be  against  it,  as  an  improper 
expressioD  of  the  public  sentiment. 

Mr.  J.  RtunoLPB  offered  a  few  words  in  »• 
planation,  apprehending  he  Imd  been  miauBder- 


stood  by  the  gentleman  from  Massacbuseits,  (Mr. 
V&BHCM.)  It  was  fir  from  his  iDtpnlion  to  say 
that  rewards  should  be  spportioned  amon^i  men 
according  to  rank.  With  that  genilfraan,  he 
would  be  Bs  ready  to  acknowledge  merit  in  th« 
private  sentinel  as  in  the  field  marshal.  It  was 
m  thedigniiyof  the  action,  its  importance  an4 
value  to  the  eommtmity,  that  he  shoald  look,  not 
to  the  commission  of  him  who  performed  it.  Aeta 
of  heroism  tbonld  never  pnse  unheeded,  but  everjr 
day  did  not  produce  a  Coeles,  or  a  Mutius.  It  waa 
to  preeerre  some  proportion  between  the  reward 
and  ihe-natare  and  value  of  tbe  servioethat  b* 
oppoaed  the  resolution  in  its  preaent  shape.  H* 
wished  Ihe  House  to  be  more  frugal  of  Ihe  trea^ 
nre  of  public  applause ;  it  was  more  precious  than 
that  which  all  seemed  ready  enan^  to  guard.  In 
such  cases  it  was  altotys  safest  to  err  on  the  sidv 
of  eeODOmy.  Already  it  seemed  ibat  a  sword, 
preseaied  io  the  name  of  tba  nation,  was  held  tuo 
eh^apa  reeompense  for  ordinary  profebsinnal  ser- 
vice. Where  was  ibis  to  end  1  The  Utmost  pa»- 
ary  of  approbation  would  net  so  injure  the  lobe  of 
public  sentiment  as  this  lavish  prodigality.  By 
being  too  niggard  of  praise,  enterprise  miBbi  he 
repressed,  and,  in  many  instances,  merit  stifled  ia 
tbe  germ ;  but,  too  great  a  pri^iision  of  honora 
would  almost  convert  them  intoadisgrace.  would' 
beget  an  overweening  vanity  fatal- to  real  great- 
ness. Every  man  who  obtained  a  triBingadvaa- 
iage  nver  Ihe  enemy  wonid  conceive  himself  a 
Moreaa  or  a  Nelson.  By  setting  op  this  iraneac- 
tion  as  ibt  ne  pluf  ultra  of  military  achievement, 
as  the  pillars  of  Hercules,  beyond  which  none 
may  pretend  to  pass,  we  did  more  to  check  ih« 
spirit  of  adventurous  enterprise  than  if  we  took 
no  notice  of  it  at  all.  But,  say  gentlemen,  the 
p««on  who  is  the  objeet  of  this  reaoluiioa  acted 
in  a  twofold  capacity,  civil  and  military,  end  a 
sword  is  exclusively  ap{»opri«ted  to  reward  mili- 
tary services.  But,  witbont  intending  t  Indieroiw 
allusion,  if  the  geoileman  bad  acted  in  as  many 
capacities  as  Lady  Bonntiful*s  butler,  it  woald' 
not  alter  his  opinion  as  to  the  nature  and  value  of 
the  service.  If,  indeed,  there  was  sueh  a  piriiii' 
cal  repulsion  as  the  gniileman  from  New  Jeraev 
seemed  to  suppose,  between  a  medal  endaawora, 
like  eheaaical  bodies,  having  no  affinity  lo  each 
other,  we  sbonld  have  to  give  both  on  tnis  occa- 
sion, and  have  to  add  a  vote  of  thanks  at  a  basis 
in  which  they  might  unite.  -Who  could  doubt 
that  acts  of  as  great  pereontl  prowees  bad  been 
performed  on  obscure  occasions,  as  in  ihe  most 
important  engagements,  and  yet  the  one  deserip- 
lioa  of  service  wan  generally  overlooked,  whil* 
tbe  other  was  liberally  rewarded. 

Tbe  cue  of  Captain  Trnxton  had  been  cited; 
he  remembered  perfectly  to  bare  voted  against 
it.  or  Captain  Preble's  case,  be  had  no  distinct 
recollection;  he  hid  bo  hesitation,  however,  ia 
saying  that  the  exploit  of  Truxtun  was  a  more 
proper  subject  for  a  medal  than  the  present,  and 
ihai,  without  entering  into  any  invidtous  compar- 
ieon  of  the  conduct  and  valor  of  the  respective 
parties,  it  might  be  considered  io  the  light  of  a 
remarkable  national  event,  the  first  victory  of  an 
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inhat  anfy  over  an  Europein  force,  and  ihi 
force,  too,  raid  lo  be  luperior  to  our  own.  Ever 
Roman  biliary,  down  to  the  Compend  of  Gula- 
smitli,  had  recorded  their  first  auccesa  against  the 
CarthagiDiaD  UeeL  We  might  ^o  OD  laTiHhiog 
hoDors  uDiil  ihoie  who  ware  the  )i»if[iiia  of  na- 
tional  gratitude  woold  brcome  theinultJiude,aQd 
thosewho  were  wilhoui  ibcm  tbe  selrct  few.  He 
deprecated  this  waste  of  treasure,  which  wasraL- 
qable  oulv  in  proportion  as  it  was  apariogly  used. 
He  hoped  it  would  be  more  carefully  husbaoded, 
for  be  feared,  unless  we  retrenched  in  this  article 
of  eineaae,  that,  while  we  boasted  an  overflow- 
iog  TreaBury,  we  sboald  become  bankrupt  in 
reputation. 

Mr.  Vahhdm. — OeDtlemen  K«ai  lo  be  of  opin- 
ion that  a  medKl  is  the  highrM  testiKioDial  of  na- 
lional  (gratitude.  1  think  difierently.  The  high- 
eat  dtsiinclion  tbal  can  be  bestowed,  is  the  thanks 
of  tbe  Datjon  ;  the  next  a  medal ;  and  the  last  a 
sword.  Gentlemen  will  find  that  this  is  the 
onaree  pursued  as  well  by  this  as  by  other  nationi'. 

Mr  Kelly  nnt  rout.  He  said  I  Tiew  tbe  af- 
fair in  a  very  different  light.  1  consider  it  ofgreat 
toagnitudeaod  national  imporinnee.  I  consider 
the  report  of  ihecotnmitleeascoDtaioingDOlhiDg 
but  what  is  due  to  the  merits  of  the  geoilemao 
who  is  the  object  of  it.  We  know  that  the  Re- 
geocy  i>f  Tripoli  was  at  war  with  ibe  United 
States,  and  that  it  was  considered  Decestary  to  fit 
out  no  armament  to  compel  that  Power  to  act  to- 
ward us  more  consistently  wiib  iho  pripcipJes  of 
iuktice.  In  the  course  ol^  the  operations  that  fol- 
lowed,it  wai  the  misforiUDeofoneofour national 
vessels  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  eoemy,  and  of 
liererew  to  be  takcD  iota  captivity.  Our  captive 
eiti sens  were  in  a  distressed  and  perilous  situa- 
tion, exposed  to  all  the  hazards  of  any  attempt 
tbat  might  be  made.  An  aperatioo  on  the  town 
of  Tripoli  was  conducted  io  a  gallant  manner  by 
Commodore  Preble.  On  (hat  oceasion  he  not  only 
received  the  thanks  of  his  country,  which  genile- 
neo  are  pleased  (a  call  ibe  bisbest  reward  in  its 
power  to  bestow,  but  likewise  a  medal  j  nor  were 
the  services  he  rendered  oo  thai  occasion  too 
highly  applauded ;  for  his  conduct  was  brave  and 
gallant,  aod  yet  he  did  not  effect  the  purpose  for 
wbich  tbe  enterprise  was  formed.  Katon  had 
"  '  1  talents  seldom  united  in  one  man.  He 
>aly  conceived  a  plan,  but  bad  conducted 


eogoised  as  conducing  to  th«  conclusion  of  peace. 
Such  services  were  not,  iherefgre,  of  an  ordinary 
Of  trifling  iwiiire,  but  of  a  high  grade  and  char- 
acter. I  take  the  enterprise  of  Eaton  to  be  agre«l 
national  event.  The  United  Slates  were  engaged 
in  a  war  attended  with  great  expense,  and  many 
of  our  citizens  were  in  captivity,  suffering  grea,i 
hardshijia.  Eaton  formed, conducted,  andcarried 
a  plan  into  efieut  for  tbe  reslotRtion  of  peace,  aod 
Ike  release  of  out  captive  countrymen.  If  this 
is  not  a  national  event  of  some  eonsi deration, 
which  nieiiiB  the  graiiiude  of  the  nation,  1  know 
not  what  is.  It  amounts  to  nothing  less  than  the 
obtaining  of  pence,  so  long  the  desire  of  ibe  Qov- 


For  these  reamins,  I  have  nobeuiatioa 
in  voting  for  ib?  amendment,  and  I  only  r^rat 
that  there  is  a  dirision  of  sentiment  in  tbe  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  naya 
on  the  amendment;  wbich  wms  agreed  to—yeas 
58,  nays  53,  as  follows : 

Vus — Willi*  Alstaa.JBiitor,  Isaac  Andenon,  Klaa 
Batton,  Bsraabu  Bidwell,  PhaniMl  Biahop,  John  Blako^ 
jnn.,  JusM  M.  Broom,  John  Cbaodter,  Mwtin  Chit' 
tenden,  Jobn  Clsiboma,  Fiadasiefc  Conrad,  Jaooh 
Crowninshield,  Richsid  Cntta,  Sunoal  W.  Duo,  JnbB 
DiienpoTt,  juoioi,  Pelcr  Euly,  Jamas  SUiot,  Caleb 
Ellis,  Etieaeiei  Elmer,  William  Ely,  James  Fiik,  Ed- 
win Grsy,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Uam- 
Uton,  David  Hough,  James  Eellj,  Thomas  Kenan, 
Nehemiah  Knight,  Joseph  Lewis,  janior,  Henry  W. 
Livingston,  Patrick  Msgruder,  Josiah  Mssien,  Jono- 
tben  0.  Moselj,  Jerpmiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr, 
Joslih  Quirtcy,  John  Russell,  Mirlin  G.  Schunemin, 
Ebeneier  Besver,  John  Smilie,  Joba  Cotton  Smilb,  Jo> 
Mph  Stanton,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Baoinel  TsgTsrl, 
Benjamin  ToUmodge,  Bsmnel  Tenney,  David  Tbomu, 
Thomas  W.  Thomuon,  Uri  Tracy.  Killiaa  K.  Tan 
Renssetaer,  Joseph  B.  Vannm.  Daniol  C.  Verplaadi, 
Peleg  Wadswarth,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Marmodake 
Williams.  Nathan  WiUiuna,  and  Joseph  Winatoo, 

Nati— JoHn  Archer,  Boiwell  Basset,  Georgs  H. 
Bedinger,  Thomas  Blonnt,  Robert  Brown,  Jeaeph 
Bryan,  Wilham  Bntler,  Oenge  W.  CompbeU,  Jote^ 
Clay,  Matthew  Cby,  George  Clinton,  jnn.,  Exra  Dubr, 
J(dm  DBWsaD,EliasEsrle,  John  W.  Eppw,  William 
Fiodley,  John  Fowler,  Silas  Holssy,  wJUam  HrXaiu, 
David  Holmes,  John  6.  Jackson,  Wollw  Jonsa,  Itita. 
Lambert,  Michael  Leih,  Robert  Manon,. David  Meri- 
wether, Jeremiah  Morratr,  John  Morraw,  Gnidon  8. 


Thomas  Somtoons,  Thomas  Sondford,  Jamea  Sloan, 
Somoel  Smith,  Henry  Bouthsrd,  Thomas  Spalding, 
Ricbard  Stanford,  Abmm  Trigg,  Matthew  Walton, 
Robert  Whilehill,  Dand  S,  Williamo,  Aleiander  Wil- 
•on,  and  Thama«  Wynno. 

The  other  amendment  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House,  to  strike  out,  in  the  said 
resolaiion,between  the  words '^Brmy''aod''Deme,'' 
the  word  "at,"  and  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  Ibe 
words  'and  taking  the  pity  of,"  was   upon   the 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Hoase. 
Mr.  STtNToif  movea  further  to  amend  tbe  les- 
uiion  by  adding  the  following  words : 
"  By  which  heroic  aehievamaat  he  boa  shown  hlmsdf 
capable  of  uniting  information  with  talent,  reflection 
with  eiperisnn,  and  stratagem  with  bravery." 

This  amendment  was  disagreed  to — yeu  l,iinyB 
101,  the  naovst  alone  voting  for  it. 

Mr.SMiiiiEeznreBsed  his  regret  thaiooasubjeet 
that  so  eminently  called  for  onanimity,  and  mi 
which  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  na  to  tbe 
meritorious  services  of  Mr.  Eaton,  there  should  be 
lueh  a  diversity  with  renrd  to  tbe  proper  tribute 
10  be  bestowed.  Conaidering  it  highly  desirabis 
tbal  the  rcsoluti»n,  before  it  received  s  Sonl  vuts^ 


should  beso  modified  as  ti 


lelhe  varying opiik- 


DigitizcdbyGOOglC 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


Decehbbr,  1806. 


Id  ibhi  motion  the  House  concnired — y«as  57, 
Mjs,  55,  wbea  ihe  rew^aiioo  was  recoramittpd  io 
ibe  same  eoramitiee  lo  which  it  had  beea  previ- 
oustf  referred. 

Friday,  December  27. 

Two  other  membeTs,  to  wii :  Sbtb  UAaTiHOS 
and  WiLLiAU  Stedm ah,  ftom  Mansachiuetts^  ap- 
peared, produced  their  credenuala,  w«m  (lulifinl. 
and  luolt  ilieir  scats  ia  the  Uoum. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Top- 
pan,  Oeurfc  Jeakiii*,  aod  William  Cuiiier,  waa 
TCad  the  third  lime,  and  ftrsed. 

The  House  reaoWed  itself  iato  a  Commtttee  of 
Ihe  Whale  on  ibe  bill  to  prOTide  for  light-bouHs 
in  LoDg  Island  Soaodj  and  to  declare  Roxbury, 
in  the  State  of  MauaehuMita,  to  be  a  port  of  de- 
liTerjr.  ThebiU  was  reported  without  ameudmrnt 
and  order^  to  be  eagrooted,  and  read  the  third 
time  OB  Monday  next. 

Mr.  John  Cotton  Smith,  from  ihe  Committee 
of  Claims,  to  whom  waa  referred,  on  the  twelfth 
instant,  a  resolution  to  inquire  whether  any  Air- 
tber  compeosaiioD  ought  to  be  allowed  to  aof  of 
the  coilectors  of  the  direct  fax,  made  a  report 
thereon  ;  which  was  lead,  and  committed  to  llie 
Commiiiee  of  the  whole  House  to  whom  wa> 
committed,  on  the  tenth  iosiant,  the  report  of  the 
ComiDillee  of  Claims  on  the  petilioua  of  WilliaiD 
MatioclcB  and  of  Haioc*  French. 

A  Message  waa  received  from  the  Preaidcnt  of 
the  United  Staiex,  irausmilliDg  a  raparl  of  tbe 
Surveyor  of  the  Public  Buildiaga  at  ihe  City  of 
Washingion,  on  the  aubject  of  ttae  *aid  buildioga, 
and  the  applicaiioa  of  ilie  moaeys  appropnaied 
for  them ;  which  waa  read  and  rrferred  lo  Mr. 
Nblson,  of  Marplsad,  Mr.  Joius,  MrMAanooER, 
Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  HASTiNaa. 

Ordered,  That  the  oommiiiee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  Ihe  sixth  instant,  the  petition  of  the  Di- 
reeiora  and  Agents  of  the  Ohio  Company,  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  eonsideraiion  thereofj 
and  that  tfa«  aaid  petition  be  raferted  to  the  Com- 
mittee OB  ibc  PuHic  Lands. 

Tbe  Hoaae  reaolvad  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Comraitte*  of  Wayn 
and  Meana,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  (be  sixth 
instaot,  tbe  petition  of  Anthony  Beaeset,  and 
otbent;  and,  after  some  time  speai  thaftun,  ibe 
Commiiiee  ruoe  and  reported  progr««a. 

The  House  reeoWed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Ibe  report  of  tbe  Commiitee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  ibe  fiturlb  iott. 
Ute  petitions  of  William  Mattocks  and  Hainea 
French  ;  sod,  lo  whicb  comaiiitee  it  was  aUo 
ferrtd  to  inquire  whether  any  furlher  eompcnaatioD 
ought  to  be  allowed  toanyofthe  colleot<nsof  tbe 
direct  tax ;  and,  after  aome  time  spent  therein,  ihe 
Committee  ro»e  and  repoTted  tworesolulions  ibert- 
njion  ;  which  were  twice  read,  and,  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  as  fallows : 

"  Ruohed,  That  tbe  prayer  of  the 
liTely,  mght  not  to  bs  granted." 

■■  Bttohtd,  That  n«  fiiithiK  aompeoHtiiin  fbr  larvloea 
ir  expaoKs  incwmd,  than  what  ia  alnsdy 
SthCoH.— 11 


Momhat,  December  30. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  CbribtophbrClabk, 
from  Virginia,  appeared,  produced  bis  credentiali, 
~»s  qualified,  and  look  his  seat  in  tha  House. 

Rf^red.  That  tbe  CommiUee  of  Commeroa 
and  ManufacitiresbcinMrueted  toinqaira  intoiha 

.pediency  of  ereetina  the  town  of  Dari en,  on  the 
Aiiamaha  river,  in  toe  Slate  of  Qeorgia,  iota  a 
port  of  entry. 

An  engrossed  hill  to  proride  for  ligbl-houtes  in 
Long  Island  SoaBd,and  lodeelareRoibury.io  the 
State  of  Masiaebaaeita,  to  be  a  port  of  delivMy, 

as  read  the  third  time,  and  pa»ed. 

A  petition  of  sundry  purchaaers  of  public  lead*, 
in  tbe  Buieof  Ohia,and  in  the  Indiana  Territory, 
wan  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that 
rariher  and  reasonable  lime  may  be  allowed  iheiS' 

makepaymentforthe  lands  by  them  lespectively 
purchased  ;  and  that  the  interest  due  thereon  may 
be  relinquished.— Referred  to  the  Comaiillee  oi 
Ways  and  Meana. 

A  mestiage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hooaa 
that  tbe  Senare  haTe  pasised  a  bill,  eaiitled  "As 
act  to  regulate  the  laying  oat  and  making  a  road 
from  Cumberland,  in  ihestateof  Maryland, U  the 
Slate  of  Ohio ;"  to  which  ibey  desire  the  concur- 
reoeeof  this  House.  Tbe  SeoUe  have  pasoed  tha 
bill,  enliiled  "An  act  supplemeniary  lo  the  act 
making  provision  fur  th«  payment  of  olaima  of  cit- 
izens of  the  United  Slates  oo  Ibe  Oorernmeai  of 
Prance,  the  payment  of  whicb  has  been  B:>Mime<t 
by  the  Uoiied  Slates,  by  rirtue  of  the  conTeatiea 
of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one  iboaaand  eight  him- 
dred  and  three,  between  the  United  Slates  and  tha 
French  Republic,"  with  sererai  amendments)  to 

'hich  they  desire  the  coocunence  of  this  Home. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  ameod- 
. lent*  of  Ibe  Sapaie  to  tbe  btU  last  mentioned; 
and  tbe  same  being  severally  read  at  tha  Clark's 
table,  were  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordared,  Thai  the  commiuea  appointed  onthe 
t-welfih  iDstsot,  to  whom  it  waa  referred  "to  oo^ 
sider  and  report  oo  the  expediency  of  makii^  pm- 
vision  by  law  for  the  application  of  Ibe  money 
heretofore  appropriated  to  laying  out  and  making 
Tiain  public  roads,"  be  discharged  iherefrom. 

Mr.  Omao  observed,  that  considerable  diffienl- 
ties  bad  arii^en  io  sorveyio^  the  lands  in  Leaie* 
iaoa,  owing  lo  omiaaions  m  tbe  law  passed  by 
the  last  Co'igiess,  and  that  ilie  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  had  received  a  letter  from  the  See* 
relar y  of  the  Treasury  repreeeotiBg  these  cirootn- 
xiances  and  stating  the  necessity  of  legislative 
interposition.  Mr.  Q.  having  read  this  letter, 
aaked  in  the  name  of  the  committee  and  obtainea 
leave  to  present  a  bill  extending  the  poweraofiho 
Sarveyor  Oeneral  to  the  Terntory  of  Itooisiana, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

The  hill  was  read  fend  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  tbe  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  regulate  the  laying 
out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumb«tUnd,  on  the 
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Potomac,  to  Ibe  rirer  Ohio,  in  ihe  Sut«  of  Obli  , 
was  read  sod  referred  lo  a  Commitiee  of  ihe 
Whole  on  TharsdsT. 

[Thia  bill  Buibonzes  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted SiBtea  to  appoint  three  Commissioaera  lo  lay 
out  a  road  from  Cumberland  on  the  Potomac  to 
the  river  Ohio,  in  ibe  Stale  of  Ohio,  id  be  four 
lodtiawidLb.  The  CommisaioDem  are  directed 
to  make  a  report  to  the  Preiident  of  their  proceed- 
ings, as  well  a«  the  eipeoae  of  making  the-  road 
.  panable.  The  President  is  authoriied  to  accept 
ot  reject  the  report  in  whole  or  part  If  he  shall 
accept  it,  he  i>  then  aaihor jzed  to  obtain  the  cod- 
aeni  of  the  Slates  through  which  the  road  may 
I,  having  obtained  auch  eonaent,  to  make 


a   turnpike.     Fifty  thovaand   dollar 
prialed,  payable  first  out  of  the  proceeda  i 


(ncoaiivu  iiuui  the  tale  of  land^  lu  umu,  anu. 
•ecoDiliri  out  of  ibe  Treaiury  of  the  United 
Statet,  the  last  ram  to  be  chargeable  to  the  pre- 
eeding  fond.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Clairaa  on  the  petition  of  Re- 
turn J.  Meiga,  io  favor  of  allowing-  the  Governor. 
Judges,  and  Secretary  of  the  (tovernment  of  the 
Territory  Nortbweit  of  the  Ohio,  coropeosaiion 
for  wrvicea  performed  between  Ibe  adoption  of  a 
GODstituiioo  by  the  Siaieof  Obioand  Ihe  meeting 
of  the  Legislature  under  that  conslilution. 

A  queittioo  arose  whether  those  officers  should 
be  compencaled  by  the  United  States  or  by  the 
Stale  of  Ohio. 

On  this  question  conajderable  debate  arose: 
Mesira.  J.  C.  Smith,  Mobbdw,  Bidwell,  Sloak, 
JioiaoN.  and  Dan*,  aupportin^,  and  Messra.  J. 
Ci^v,  BTANroan,  Shelie,  and  Alston,  opposing 
the  report. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  moved  that  the  Committee  should 
rise  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,  that  funber  lime 
might  be  allowed  to  consider  the  snbjer.i;  which 
moiion  having  been  neiraiived — ayes  69,  noeB  59, 
Heaars.  J.  Clit  aod  Smilib  again  spoke  against 
agreeing  lo  the  report,  when 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  the  Commitiee 
roae  and  asked  leave  to  ait  again,  which  Ihe  House 
panted. 

TtraanAT,  December  31. 

Another  member,  10  wii:  Matthew  LroN,  from 
Kenluekr,  appeared,  produced  bia  credentials, 
was  qualified,  and  look  bia  seat  in  the  House. 

The  consideraiidn  of  Mr.  Sloam'b  resnluiion 
to  lay  a  lax  on  ilaves  imported  into  the  United 
Slates,  WBR  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

A  Mevsagq  was  receired  from  the  President  of 
the  United  SIatP^  giving  ihe  informatioa  re- 
qoested  by  ibem  relative  to  the  diacharze  of  State 
balances,  and  representing  that  New  York  it  the 
only  State  that  haa  discharged  any  part  of  the 


the  Treaiury.— Referred  lo  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
A  peiiiioa  of  the  iobalutut*  of  Ute  Citf  of 


Washington,  in  the  Districi  of  Columbia,  was 
preKenled  lo  the  Huose  and  read,  praying  thai  a 
public  road  may  lie  opened  and  made  at  the  pub- 
lic eiprnae,  so  as  to  conned  the  northern  extrem- 
ity or  Fourteenth  aireec,  in  ihei«id  ciiy.  with  the 
public  road  leading  by  Rock  Creek  Church  lo 
Frederick  town. — Referred  lo  Mesara.  Nelboh,  of 
Maryland.  Stedhah,  and  Basbett,  to  >«j»ni.ni 
and  report  thereupon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Elliot  moved  the  following  resolniion  : 

Saohid,  That  il  is  expedient  to  provide,  b;  Uw,  br 

fitting  and  preparing  navy  yards,  faelODgiiig  to 

Ibe  Unitsd  SmIm,  on  or  neu  the  Aore  of  the  Atiuitie 
ocein,  for  the  receptioa  of  the  ahipa  and  vessBls  of  war 
of  the  United  StalM. 

Referred  to  the  committee,  appointed  on  the 
fourth  instant,  on  no  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  lo  the 
■Kfi^i'"''i<'°*  committed  on  our  coasts  by  foreiga 
armed  vessels;  to  the  defence  of  our  pons  aod 
harbors;  lo  the  building  of  aereoiy-foDr  gua 
shipa;  and  to  the  prohibiting  of  the  ex  portal  ion. 
of  arras  and  aLnmuniiion. 

A  petition  of  sundry  seitlera  and  pdtchaaers  of 
public  lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  between 
the  Miami  rivers,  was  preMnted  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain 
aeciions  of  Tsnd,  in  the  said  Slate,  which  they 
have  reopectively  improved  and  settled. — Referred 
to  the  Commitiee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Co  motion,  il  wa* 

Remdved,  That  a  committee  he  appointed  lo  in- 
quire whether  any,  and  what,  funher  provision 
ought  to  be  made,  by  law,  respecting  the  aecnritf 
required  of  marshals  appointed  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  United  Stales,  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  their  official  duties  ;  and  thai  they  hava 
leave  lo  report  by  bill,  or  otberwi^e. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  TALLMinoB,  Mr.  Clabk, 
and  Mr.  LvoR.  be  appointed  a  committee,  parsD- 
ant  to  the  said  resolution. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the 
siileenlhinalant,  the  memorial  ol  Rein r n  Jima than 
Meiga,  and,  after  some  lime  spent  therein,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  a  resolution  thereup- 
on ;  which  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Raolved,  That  tbe  proper  accounting  officers 
be  authorized  lo  teitle  tbe  accoonis  of  the  Oov- 
r.  Secretary,  and  Judges,  of  the  late  Territory 
of  the  United  Slates  N orlhwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
for  their  services  while  aciiog  In  tboae  capaeiiies, 
respectively,  at  any  lime  before  the  first  Tuesday 
of  March,  one  ihounand  eight  hundred  and  threfc 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  to  Ihe  said  resolution ;  and  that  the 
Committee  of  Claims  do  prepare  and  bring  in  tba 
same. 

JOHN  DORB. 

Mr.  CBowHiitsBiiLn.  from  the  Commitiee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  having  considered 
the  peiiiion  of  Juhn  Dorr,  of  Boston,  in  the  State 
of  Masfacbusetia,  referred  on  the  fith  inaiant,  sub- 
mitted the  following  report: 
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Vbe  pttitioDst  atatM  thM,  on  the  edi  of  Angatt  lut, 
bfl  imporMd  into  tbe  district  of  Boaton  uid  VhtHe^ 
town,  in  the  ship  Jannj,  tram  Antwerp,  four  boiea  of 
Dalcb  playing  cards,  tbe  dutiaa  of  which  amountad  to 
nine  hundred  and  Ihirlj-iii  dollar*.  Being  ignorant 
of  the  eiiat«nc«  of  an;  law  reAuing  the  diawbawli  on 
the  eipqitatioD  of  placing  cuda,  the  petiiionei'  : 
all;  ihipped  the  oaiiU  foi  the  Eatt  Indiea,  and  applied 
to  the  cuatom-bouM  to  receive  the  debenture  certifi- 
cataa.  when  he  waa,  for  the  fint  time,  infonsed,  thai 
plajiog  caidi  were  ikot  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  diaw- 
beck.  He  pleads  ignorance  of  the  law,  aid  has  made 
application  to  Congress  for  reheC 

The  eommittee  find  that  plapng  cards  an  refused 
the  drawback  on  exportatioB,  under  the  proTtsion  ef 
"the  act  for  imposing  mora  specific  duties  on  tlie  im- 
portation  of  certain  artidas,"  dtc^  peaed  S7th  March, 
1S04,  which  act  was  offidall;  lacaiTed  bj  the  collector 
at  Boston,  on  the  Ist  el  Ma;,  and  went  into  operation 
on  the  1st  d^  of  Jalj  following.  From  oerUficalas 
aihibilad  in  this  case,  it  appeals  it  did  not  oemr  to  the 
collector,  at  the  time  of  uiipment,  that  playing  cards 
were  not  entitled  to  the  drawback,  and  the  petitioner, 
also,  was  nnaoquaintod  with  the  law.  Tlie  committee 
are  of  opinion,  howcTer,  that  the  petitioner  ought  to 
have  known  that  snch  a  law  was  in  force.  It  would 
then  have  been  at  his  own  option  to  bsve  repoited  the 
cards  for  eiportatioo,  and  in  this  case  Ihej  might  have 
been  reahipped  in  the  same  bottom,  nithoat  being 
landed,  and  no  duties  wh«te>er  could  hi>e  been  de- 
manded upon  them.    The  same  Isw  which  prohibits 


era  of  these  artidee  might,  with  the  same  proprietj, 
urge  complaints  against  the  law,  and  request  a  return 
of  the  duties  in  cases  of  eiportation.  If  the  drawback 
on  plajing  cards  is  granted,  it  would  be  fair  to  return 
it  on  all  (he  foreign  fish  and  fish  oil  exported  ance  the 
act  Went  into  operation.  There  qipeaia  to  haxe  been 
ample  time  for  lh«  law  lo  have  beeo  gmsrall;  known; 
It  waa  nearly  eighteen  months  firom  its  passing  to  the 


not  infoimed  of  the  existence  of  the  law,  and  although 
the;  are  of  the  opinion  ttiat  his  situation  is  an  unfor- 
tnnale  one,  jet,  consideriag  the  necessit;  there  is  of 
preMtving  uailbnnit;  in  dedsjous  of  this  sort,  and 
taking  into  Tiew,  also,  the  danger  that  would  arise  to 
the  reienne,  in  repealing  the  law  in  this  particular  in- 
■taoce,  without  extending  it  to  the  other  artides  named 
ia  the  same  act,  the;  are  aatiafied  that  the  relief  prayed 
for  ought  not  to  be  granlod,  and  reoommsnd  llua  the 
petitioner  have  teaie  to  withdraw  bis  petition. 

The  report  was  a^eed  lo,  aod  the  Hoqh  ad- 
joDraed  to  Tbunday  neit. 

Tbvrbdat,  Jaoiutrjr  2,  1806. 

Ihe  Speaker  laid  before  cbc  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secreiary  of  SiaiE,  irnasraittiDg  a  report 
on  the  memorial  of  Peter  Landais  referreJ  to  him 
by  order  of  the  House,  on  the  16th  uliimo;  which 
'WMcead,  and  commiited  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  aeit. 

Mr.  JoBM  Cotton  Smith,  from  IheCommiilee 
ofClaimf,  present«i)  a  bill  for  ibe  relief  of  the 
Oorernor,  Secretary,  and  Judges,  of  the  late  T«r- 
niwy  of  tbv  United  Suiea  Ntfithirat  of  tke  river 


Ohio;  which  Wat  read  twice  eiid  eommitled  lo  a 
CommiKee  of  the  Whole  lo-morroir. 

Mr.  Sailly,  from  the  commiilee  appointed  on 
the  I6ib  uliinio,  presented  a  bill  to  eiipnd  jnria- 
Jiclioa,  in  certain  cnses,  lo  the  State  judge*  and 
Slate  count;  which  was  read  twice  and  L'smmiiird 
to  a  Oammiilee  of  ihe  Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Liads,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  eighieentfa 
ultimo,  the  pelitloa  of  certain  actual  settlers  on 
lands  lately  Mid  by  Congress  an  pre-emption  land^ 
lying  between  the  Miainies,  in  the  Siste  of  Obitk 
be  discharged  from  the  oonsideratlOD  ihereofi  and 
that  the  said  petition  be  refetred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means. 

AHMY  REGULATIONS. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  establishing  rulrs  and  arli> 
eles  for  the  gorernment  of  the  Armies  of  the  Unt* 
led  Slates. 

The  bill  waa  taken  up  by  sections. 

Oa  reaching  the  eighiQ  article,  which  authortzes 
a  court  mRriial  to  [inuish  with  deaih  or  oiberwisa 
any  one  "who,  being  pmeut  at  any  mutiny  Ot 
sedition,  does  not  use  bis  utmost  endeavor  to  sup- 
press the  same,  or  coming  to  the  knowledge  of 
any  intended  mutiny,  does  not,  without  aclBft 
give  ioforniation  thereof  to  bis  eoremanding  offi- 
cer," Mr.  O.  W.  Caupbell  mored  to  strike  ont 
the  words  'death  or  otherwise." 

Messrs.  Vabnoh  and  Nblboh  opposed  tbe  mo- 
tion, which  was  disagreed  to  wilhouL  a  division. 

In  a  sub;<equent  article,  Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell 
moved  to  strike  out  that  part,  which  luibotizeaa 
court  martial  to  puniiih  with  death  any  one  whn 
6tten  Tiulepce  to  his  officer. 

ipport  of  this  ameedment,  Mr.  Campbell 
re(«obaled  (be  idea  of  the  lives  of  ciiizeas  being  in 
tbe  power  of  a  court  martial.  HecnmparMl  aol- 
diers  to  mere  machioes,  from  tbe  severity  of  tha 

ilitsry  law;  he  said  almost  every  article  in  lbs 
hill  was  suiaed  with  blood  ;  he  drew  a  parallel 
between  them,  and  tbe  civil  nenat  laws;  and  that 
when  men  know  how  small  offences  subjected 
to  death,  they  would  be  deterred  from  ordi»' 
gusted  in  serving  their  country. 

Mr.  SonxflAHn  atid  Mr.  Cook  followed  with 
similar  abservations  and  arguments,  in  faTor  of 
:be  amendment. 

This  was  strenuously  opposed  by  Mr.  R.  Nei.- 
lON.Mr.  SMiLiE.Mr.  Macoh.  and  Mr. TALLMAcas. 

These  gentlemen  represented  the  necessity  of 
the  bill  standing  as  it  bad  hitherto  done  in  thii  re- 
aped. Tbey  drew  a  picture  of  tbe  Army  without 
discipline,  where  every  soldier  might  think  him- 
self at  his  own  disposal — of  an  army  being  ordered 
to  attack  the  enemy,  and  an  officer  refusing,  and 
drawing  hiss  word  onhiscommandingofficer.  Tha 
necessity  of  a  code  ol  laws  for  the  military  differ- 
ing from  thecifil  law  was  demoustraied  ;  and 
havinq,  by  the  law  as  it  stands,  gone  through  the 
Kevulntionary  war  with  success,  and  in  pface 
found  no  ill  consequence  ari:iing  therefrom,  they 
tbougbi  it  neither  prudent  nor  safe  to  adopt  ths 
uneoilmenL 
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Mr.  TALLMADABMid,  ibalib  tbiR^ToIiitioDBry 
Wr,  ibr  disobedieDCe  of  Eold>«n  lo  [heir  officers' 
aommaDd^  had.  tt  one  time,  gone  la  tuch  ii  Ivogih 
u  tfareeRnid  t  muiinf.  The  Adjuiani  Qeneral. 
Bice,  WBB  slrack  by  a  soldier  on  beiog  ordered  to 
io  bii  inly.  The  commander  ordered  him  to  be 
tried  by  ■  funeral  court  msnial.    He  was  found 


■ppointed  Tot  that  p«irpo»e  Oeoeral  Lee  iaterceded 
!■  Mlialf  of  ibe  KildieT,  wbo  waa,  in  coDwquence 
ptrdoned.  Tbis,  however,  produced  a  good  effect 
IB  tbe  tnny.  Mr.  Tallmaiwb,  brought  forward 
other  inBlancet  ofimagtst,  when  loldiers  were  not 
■ubjecl  toteverelaws.  SoldierB,  heobservedj  were 
•  description  of  men  that  must  be  ruled  with  se- 
verity— and  thoDgh  oCGcfrs  were  invested  with 
tUsaDtboriif,  tbey  were  ever  oarefat  in  eierling 
it.  80  far  from  it,  that  an  officer  bad  an  esteem 
for  the  satdiers  he  comniaDdti — while  the  soldier 
hi(ii3rir,actiaEup  tolheieoorof  his  dutf, respected 
his  officer. 

Theqaention  beiog  now  called  for  on  Mr.  Canf- 
b>ll'b  ameodment,  was  lo»t.  The  affirmative 
only  3D. 

Ai  the  Committee  preheated  io  reading  the 
bill,  uameroui  ameadmeots,  priitcipally  Terbal, 
were  made. 

TbeCommiilee  tbw  ro!«,  reported  pr[)frm8,ftnd 
uked  leave  to  sitagaia,  which  wati  granted. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  MIUTU. 

Mr.  VARntm,  from  the  eommitlee  to  whom 
WM  referred  "o  much  of  the  Mesnaee  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates,  of  ibeSd  of  December. 
U  relate*  to  tlie  orgaaization  and  elasisiGcBiion  of 
the  militia,  and  to  the  angmrntatioD  of  the  land 
forces,  made  the  Jbltowisg  report,  m  part : 

In  rriUioB  lo  ■  tlaawficllop  ud  new  oigBDiiitim 
•f  the  aUMa.  The  most  «tteusiTa-Tiew  of  ^u  pin 
of  llM  sntgoel  whkfa  has  occnrMd  to  the  eommittBe  is, 
a  diriMon  of  t^  nililia  into  llmt  dasMs,  i>  the  foUow- 
i^  nanaat,  vb:  those  betwoen  eighteen  and  twcmtj- 
on«  jears  <rf' ■(«  to  compose  one  class;  those  between 
twastj-one  and  twenly'sii  to  compose  a  secoDd  daa : 
those  between  twel1t7.su  and  thirtv-five  to  corapose  l 
fliiid  class;  and  those  between  tliiity-Gve  sjld  fiirty- 
tm  to  compose  the  foorth  dsss ;  each^class  lo  be  under 
ksaparate  arfSDiuLtioa.  sod  to  be  cammandsd  b;  sep- 
arate ciirps  of  officers.  Tothia  kind  of  organiutioa,  sa 
it  relales  to  the  flnt  class,  we  are  met  bj  ■  ConatilutioDal 
ahjeetioQ.  Bj  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales, 
Congren  are  empowered  "  to  provide  for  orgsniuog, 
aming,  and  diMiplining  the  militia,  reserving  to  the 
States,  respeetiTriy,  the  appoinlment  of  ^le  officers." 

By  scnne  of  Ihe  Slate  conitinitiDnB  it  is  provided, 
that  the  captains  and  aabaltems  of  tbe  militia  shall  be 
doaen  by  snch  of  the  persons  who  compose  Ihe  respec- 
tivs  ocmpaniei  as  are  upwards  of  twenty-one  years  of 
ag^  so  that  there  is  no  Constilutional  proriiion  by 
which  siuJt  States  can  appoint  officers  to  command 
dua  of  the  militia  composed  of  minora. 

Knowledge  of  tactiia,  and  an  acquaintance  wiUi 
■Bbordinalion  and  djw-jpline,  ere  aoqairement)  <^  inch 
UaporlaDGB  to  our  national  defence,  that  the  promotion 
•f  Ibem  amoHg  the  militia  ought  lo  be  a  primary  object 
With  the  OoTemment,  and,  no  doubt,  i>  exceedingly 


desirable  in  the  minds  of  the  indirtdnal  rattzens.  But 
sndi  mesns  ought  lo  be  adopted  by  the  Goremmenl 
as  are  best  ealcolaled  to  eftct  the  object,  with  as  little 
htigae  snd  eipense  to  individnili  as  the  nslnre  of  tbe 
ae  will  admit.  It  is  eonceivod,  thai  tbe  fatigue  and 
ipanse  of  military  discipline  ie,  in  s  very  grrat  degree, 
proportioaate  lo  the  papulation  of  tbe  different  parts  of 
die  eonntry  where  the  duty  ia  performed,  or,  in  olhc* 
words,  it  is  proportionate  to  tbe  distance  each  individ- 
ual composing  the  diflerent  corpe  is  compelled  to  travd 
to  reach  his  place  of  parade.  Under  the  pressnt  or- 
ganitstion  of  Ihe  nihtia,  this  idea  it  fnlly  veiiBed — the 
di&erence  in  the  eipense  of  mihtia  raeelinga,  in  thoM 
parts  of  Ills  caualiy  when  tbe  inhabilapla  ara  lb* 
'  dispsBsd,  when  (OMparsd  with  simibi  moa^ 
in themorepop«lon*parti,iaTaty  appamit;  and, 

beaides,  Ibenalnra  of  tbe  ease  cna^"* '  '' 

that  tbe  same  cattse  will  pradtiee  •  su 
miliisiy  aognirement. 

Tfaese.  bowover,  are  evils  whioh  grew  oat  of  tin  na- 
ture (rf'  the  case,  and  catrnot  be  rasaedted,  but  by  tto 
increase  of  population,  baeanss  tbe  prmoipls  of  ihe  or- 
ganiialioB  are  oalculatsd  to  render  the  rocmation  of 
the  (iifierent  corps  as  compact  as  is  conaatsnt  wUh 
proper  military  aiisngeaieniK 

By  tbe  organization  sod  clsssifieation  of  the  mifilia, 
ia  the  maimer  which  baa  been  named,  the  linils  1^ 
each  oorp*  must  bs  extended  over  Ibui  times  the  quan- 
tity of  lerntory  it  now  occupies,  and,  consoqnently, 
would  tmrden  the  dtisens  with  a  proportienste  aA- 
ditional  aipense  in  Aa  aequiailion  of  a  competent  pop- 
Ikin  of  military  information,  or  opersle  as  a  propor- 
(jonata  preventive  to  such  aoqaiaiion.  The  subject 
has  bean  viewed  in  another  point  of  light — that  is,  lo 
sail  on  the  two  senior  olaasea  to  eiereise  bat  once  in  a 
year,  so  aa  (o  praportion  tbe  quantmn  of  rierciBe  to  the 
extensian  of  the  ooips.  In  this  esse,  all  tbe  evfls  a^ 
tendant  on  the  extaosion  of  tbe  dilftrent  eorps  over 
additional  lerrttorf  win  attach '  to  the  jnniec  daasee 
which  oouU  attadi  to  them  in  the  other  ease,  and  tbe 
ceaae^nent  baaard  of  a  failere  te  diseiphns  wiff  remun. 
Mihlaiy  knowte^,  like  that  of  every  ettiw  acnnce^ 
witfaont  practice,  is  soon  brgoUen,  and,  allboogfa  it  ia 
net  probable  that  the  whde  of  the  mifitia  will  be  nred- 
ed  in  the  field  at  any  onetime,  yet,  in  casenf  invasiof^ 
it  is  very  possftilc  that  all  wtio  arein  tbevictoiiy  of  Aa 
assailanti  may  be  necessary  ;  and,  as  it  is  nneeitain  si 
what  point  an  enemy  may  make  his  attack,  aD  ahovld 
be  prepared  lo  meet  such  an  event ;  Init,  from  a  ddt- 
ciency  in  djectptiite,  or  Ae  want  of  a  competent  hnnr- 
ledge  hi  tactics,  rn  tbe  two  senior  daases  onty,  an  im- 
portant opponnnily  fbr  a  speedy  extermination  of  ss 
enemy  might  be  hat,  and  (he  fives  of  many  valoable 
citiiens  put  in  jeopasdy-  It  is,  Iherefere,  believed  (bat 
this  Biperiment  is  inadmissible. 

Another  view  cf  this  subject  has  suggested  a  dsaifi- 
cation  of  the  militia  by  ages,  under  the  eiisting  organi- 
lation,  for  tin  sole  parpese  of  designating  those  per- 
sons  who  are  under  twenty-sli  years  of  ageia  the  onty 
proper  objects  of  militia  duly  in  the  field,  except  ill 
cases  of  great  emergency,  and  in  tbair  particular  vicin- 
age. From  eighteen  l->  Iweiity-one  years  of  age  is  a  pe- 
riod of  life  in  which  the  young  men  of  (he  United  Slates 
are  employed  in  completing  sn  educatton,  in  pursuit 
ofmechsnical  information,  or  in  acquiring  a  neccssaiy 
acquaintance  with  Bome  other  branch  of  business,  oc- 
cupation, or  profession,  on  the  improvement  of  which 
they  calculate  to  obtain  a  eubaistence.  From  twenty* 
one  to  twen^-sis,  thsy  are  improving  their  jwevioue 
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«eqniT£inents  in  tbeir  vnioni  occapaUona  ind  probt- 
doru,  >nd  thereby  hijinp  ■  ibitadation  ibr  a  decent  Bup- 
port  of  thoniHlTes  ind  bmilin  through  life  ;  thn  n  » 
wriod,  «Iho,  at  which  the  joung  men  of  die  United 
Btate*  fenn-ill;  eng«^  in  mslnmony,  KOi  become 
chargeable  with  fa[nili«e,  til  vhieh  renden  their  time 
a*  dear  to  ttaem,  ft«CD  eighleeD  to  twentj-eli  yean  of 
■ge,  a*  at  any  olber  period  of  lift. 

It  woDld  aaein,  therefore.  Uiat  ao  Brrangaiiient  which 
would  compel  thia  clasa  of  oui  citimni  to  bear  theprtn- 
cipa)  p*rt  <rf'die  burden  of  natiooil  defence,  might  just- 
ly be  dumed  a  departnTe  Horn  that  principle  of  dtatri- 
buttra  jnatiee  which  aaght  ta  be  a  paramoant  chaiac- 


mpaiga  than  those  moie  adranced  in  liie, 
is  not  doabtaJ  ;  but  whether,  on  &  audden  emeigenay, 
Ihey  would  be  more  uaefnl  in  repuldng  an  enemy  than 
an  eqnil  number  of  eniolledrnJitia,  on  an  average  fro n 
•jgbtaeD  to  tbrty-fite,  i>  a  qaertion  of  doubt ;  if,  how- 
«*er,  it  ahonld  be  considered  that  the  adrantege  ii  in 
fcior  of  tho  young  m«D,  it  i>  eonftdenlly  belioTed,  that 
tlte  Bd*«nt^[e  in  thai  cbm  to  the  pnbtie  would  be  of  • 
inffident  magnitude  to  jnetify  tfae  Government  in  im- 
poaing  OQ  them  «ncb  an  nneqo*)  burden. 

If  tho  pr»paeed  ayitem  abould  be  adopted,  IIib  total 
derangMoent  of  thi'  etieling  organoatian  of  the  militia 
must  be  the  conlequence.  It  may  be  proper  here 
again  to  remark  that,  by  the  Conititution  of  the  United 
State*  M  Tested  in  the  General  Gonernment  the  power 

10  provide  for  organiiing,  arming,  and  diacipiiuing  the 


me  article  of  the  CoDBtitulion  is  eiproB  in  "  reeerv- 
ing  to  the  Hutei,  respectively,  the  appointment  of  the 
omcerm,  and  the  authority  of  training  the  militia,  ac- 
cording to  the  disciplioe  preacHbed  by  Cbngrex."  By 
thia  arrangement  in  the  Conititution,  tfae  powers  ns- 
eeaaa.17  to  produce  an  efficient  militia  are  divided  be- 
tween tlte  General  OevarnmenI  and  the  State  gov- 
emmenta.  In  pursuance  of  the  power  vested  in  the 
General  Oovemment  on  Ibia  subject,  Congreaa  did,  in 
die  yeu-  1793,  pus  an  act  to  aalabtish  an  uniform  mi- 
litia throughout  the  United  States,  which  act  seems  to 
ombrBce  alt  the  principlea  in  the  case  delegated  to  Con- 
greaa. Soon  alter  the  paiaage  of  Ibat  law  by  Congress, 
a  eoMUaration  of  the  subject  was  usamed  by  the  Le- 
gialaturea  of  all  the  Statw,  and  lawa  have  been  passd 
by  all  the  State*  for  csirying  that  system  into  eflect,  ao 
that,  hy  the  co-operation  of  the  General  Government 
and  the  State  goveinmenu,  the  militia  are  now  com- 

{lotel;  organized  and  officered  throughout  the  Union, 
I  is  now  thirteen  yeara  since  this  eyBtam  hei  been  in 
operation ;  the  people  practising  under  it  have,  in  a 
great  degree,  become  acquainted  with  it,  and  altached 
to  it;  and,  in  rnany  parts  of  the  Union,  military  discip- 
line ia  rapidly  progressing  under  it,  and  it  cannot  with 
propriety  be  doubted,  that  the  militia  of  the  United 
Uules,  under  the  eiiating  organization,  are  amply  com- 
pelant  to  b  defence  againsl  the  introsion  of  any  invad- 
ing enemy.  To  derange  this  aystem,  then,  and  i.  ' 
duos  ene  totally  new  and  untried,  Mie  in  which 
BOt  certain  that  the  State  Legislalnces  will  concur,  and 
which  is  of  doubtful  aspect,  as  it  relates  to  the  appro- 
bation of  the  people,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittsa,  at  thia  important  crisis  of  onr  national  aSairs, 
be  putting  too  much  at  riik.  They,  thereibre,  recon- 
nend  the  following  resolution  : 

Hfohtd,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  adopt 
for  the  rlaeaifirr''""  or  new  organization  ol  tl 


Referred  to  ■  Commilcee  of  the  Whole  on 
MoaiI,iy. 

COLLECTION  OF  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Saillt,  from  the  coniTniiiee  appointed  I* 
inquire  into  Ihe  eipediracjr  of  so  far  BmeDdio^ 
the  act  entitled  "An  acl  to  provide  for  milinting 
or  remiitiag  the  forfeliures,  penaltiee,  and  disa- 
bilities accrued  in  certain  eases  therein  meniion- 
ed,"  as  to  eiiend  the  powers  rested  in  th«  district 
judges  of  the  United  Siaies  to  the  judzes  of  the 
tuJicral  courts  of  the  sererat  State*,  made  Ihe  fol- 
lowiog  report: 

Thai,  hy  the  SOlh  section  of  a  law  of  the  Vtutai 
Stalea,  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  impotto 
and  tonnage,  it  is  msjlathe  duty  of  any  peraODt  having 
the  dlarge  and  command  of  any  shipa  or  veasets,  to 
nuke  a.  report,  within  twenty-four  hours,  of  the  artiral 
of  the  said  ship  or  vraael,  and  within  fiiily'«ight  houra 
after  such  arrival  to  make  another  report  in  form  of  alt 
the  particulars  required  to  be  in  •  inanifnt,  ix.  \  and 
Ibat  if  tho  said  muter,  or  other  peiwui  having  tlie  o«m 
of  any  such  shipa  and  vassals,  shall  nagiscl  or  omil  M 
make  Iheiaid  reports,  or  any  of  them,  he  shall,  foreaell 
and  every  oSeoce,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  9 1 ,000. 

And  also,  that,  by  Ihe  GOth  aeetion  of  the  said  law, 

aslera  of  veaaels  unloading  goods  witheut  a  perwl 
■hall  forfeit  9400. 

That  by  Ihe  lOSthand  10<«h  sections  of  Aa  aid  ad^ 
goods,  wares,  and  nterEhandiae  may  be  imported  ia  Ike 
diatricts  on  the  uortfaem  and  northwestern  baondaiiM 
of  the  United  Btatea,  in  veaaeb  and  boats  of  any  bur- 
den, and  ia  rdte  aad'cMtiagva  of  any  hind  and  ■atane, 
subject  to  the  like  regulations,  penalties,  and  farfeittMii 
olber  diatriet& 


ofaaarve,  (bat  (he  Intercmirse  by 
water  between  the  inhabitants  on  tbe  frontier  of  the 
United  States,  particularly  of  the  distriet  of  Ohsmplam, 
and  those  of  Canaite,  is.  in  many  instances,  eflectad  in 
small  boats  or  eanoea,  not  eieeeding  ihree-qaartert  efn 
ton  botikn ;  that  the  Inlercourae  with  Canada  is  net 
confined  to  tbe  water  eoonnuniettian ;  that  at  the  place 
where  the  Une  of  (bm-ftre  degrees  of  north  lalnade 
aeparatea  the  United  State*  from  the  Bridah  lewltory. 
Lake  Champlain  is  silly  miles  distant  from  the  river^ 
LawieBce;  that  tbe  land  of  that  tract  is,  at  aereral 
poiots,  inhabited  on  both  sides  of  the  line. 

That,  by  the  act  under  the  conaiderstioa  of  yvtt 
committee,  for  mitigatijig  or  remitting  fine*,  forfeitnieai 
and  disabibties,  any  peraon  that  has  incurred  fins,  p*i^ 
alty,  or  forfeiture,  by  force  of  any  law  of  tha  United 
Stalee,  Ibr  the  layiog,  levying,  or  collecting  any  duties 
or  tales,  may  prefer  his  petition  to  tbe  judge  of  the 
district,  setting  forth  the  circumstances  of  bis  ease; 
and,  upon  an  inquiry,  it  is  made  tbe  duly  of  lbs  said 
judge  to  cause  tbe  beta  nhich  shall  appear  to  be  itatad 
and  aoneied  to  tbe  petition,  and  to  direct  their  tiane- 
mission  to  the  Secretarj  of  tbe  Treasoiy,  who  shaU 
thereupon  have  poiver  to  miligata  or  remit  such  fine 
and  penalty,  if;  in  his  opinion,  Ihe  same  Aall  havebaea 
incurred  without  wilful  negligence,  or  any  intention  of 
fraud  ;  and  to  direct  the  prosecution,  if  any  sball  bare 
been  instituted,  to  be  discontinued,  upon  such  tenia 
and  conditions  as  be  may  deem  reasonable  and  JusL 

Tour  cocnmittee  further  observe,  that  tha  revenae  dia- 
tricts  on  the  northern  frontier  are  at  a  distance  of  be- 
tween three  and  four  hundred  miles  of  the  ^ace  of 
residence  of  the  diatrieljudges  and  of  the  district  coortai 
that  any  pelitioDeis  from  those  district*  would  be  £>'ce' 
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to  tr»Tel  rrom  lii  te  eight  bundrcd  milei  with  ifatir  eri- 
dcDCU,  in  onln  to  sviil  ihrmselTa  orthe  liencGU  eon' 
IrmpUleil  bj  the  kw  ;  Ihat  the  pcnons  vho  >re  liable 
to  inftiDKe  the  lawi  of  tbe  United  SlitEi,  ao  Bccotint  ol 
IbiiT  local  ■ituatioo,  w  gencnjlj'  poor,  or  in  ler;  mod- 
ante  cu-cnmstiiieM ;  tb>t  th«;  have  not  the  alulit;  to 
bear  the  eipenae*  ofio  long  a  joumey. 

That  tbe  inhabitants  of  the  northern  part  of  Lake 
Cbamplain  are  in  the  habit  of  transporting  thaii  pro- 
duce, such  aa  pork,  butter,  and  eheeie,  in  canoea  ir 
the  Bnmrorr  montha,  and  in  aleigha  during  the  winter  , 
that  tbe  dialance  from  a  direct  route  bj  land,  to  an;  of 
the  euitom-houae  aitittm,  oilen  eireedi  twtoty  mile*  ; 
tliat  in  man;  in atancea  those  people  will,  through  ne- 
gteet,  ignannee,  or  neceaaity,  onload  the  triSing  artidea 
die;  have  imported  before  a  previona  declaration  to  the 
cnatom- bouse  ia  made ;  in  vhich  caee  the;  are  liable  to 
pa;  ■  fine  of  (1,000  for  not  giving  notice  of  their  ar- 
liral  into  the  diatriet  within  twenty-four  honra,  and  to 
p«7  another  fine  of  (400  for  unloading  without  •  per- 
mit. 

That  tbe  inhabitant  of  the  frontjer  ma;  and  will 
often  be  driven  by  want  to  step  OTcr  the  flctiliona  bar- 
licr,  in  order  to  obtain  from  hia  neighbor,  acroaa  the 
fine,  a  aingle  bnabel  of  com,  perhaps  ibe  Tirice  of  hia 
labtn- ;  that,  b;  aucb  an  act,  the  poor  man  makes  him- 
■elf  liable  to  pay  tbe  disprnpoilionate  penalty  of  the 
law,  and  that  the  dtffienlty  or  impossibility  of  petition- 
ing for  relief  ia  a  stimulus  to  the  rapBcil;  of  a  wicked 
inibnner;  and  that,  on  tbe  whole,  your  committee  be- 
Im*«  that  the  law  for  mitigating  and  remitting  penal- 
tiea  ia,  in  its  preaant  form,  nogatoir  aa  it  respeela  the 
frontier  diatncta,  and  that  the  inhabittnta  of  thoae 
diatrids  an  totally  deprired  of  the  maaru  of  obtaining 
nlief. 

Under  Iheae  impressiona,  and  agraeably  to  IJm  o)»n- 
ion  of  the  Sacretafjr  of  the  Treasury,  expressed  in  hia 
letter  hereunto  annexed,  jour  committee  are  of  opin- 
ion that  the  power*  of  the  diatriet  judges,  and  of  the 
diatriet  courti,  ought  to  be  extended  to  the  judgea  and 
to  the  judicial  courti  of  the  several  States,  so  {ar  as  it 
napecta  the  revenue  districts  of  Cbamplain,  Sackett's 
Harbor,  Oswego.  Genesee,  Niagara,  Buiblo  Creek,  and 
Freaqne  Isle;  and  the;  bate  prepared  a  bill  for  that 


TnaanaT  DiriKTMaiiT,  Dte.  36,  ISOS. 

Sin:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the 
I9th  instant,  respecting  the  propriety  of  extending  the 
powers  vested  in  the  district  juilgra,  in  rotation  to  the 
remission  of  forfeitures  and  penalties,  to  the  judges  of 
Qie  judicial  courts  of  the  several  States. 

As  those  forfeitures  and  penalties  can  only  be  incurred 
en  the  sea  border,  or  on  the  northern  frontier  of  the 
United  Sutea,  it  ia  only  on  that  frontier  that  the  dis- 
tance  from  the  rendence  of  the  district  judge,  and  from 
the  place  where  district  courts  are  held,  renders  it 
almost  impracticable  for  the  parties  to  avail  tbemselvea 
t>f  the  present  mode  of  affording  relief. 

The  inconvenience  baa  been  remedied,  so  br  aa  re- 
lated to  tbe  TerriloHes,  by  act  of  last  seasian.  There 
b  a  district  judge  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  and  one  in  that 
•f  Vermont.  The  only  part  of  the  frontier  where  there 
la  jost  ground  of  complaint  eilenda  from  LaJce  Cham- 
plain  to  the  western  bonndary  of  Pennsjivanis,  inrlnd- 
Ing  the  revenue  districts  of  Champlain.  8ackett'a  Har- 
bor, Oswego,  Genesee,  Niagara,  BufWo  Creek,  and 
Presqne  late.  I  diink  that  it  would,  un  the  whole,  be 
inftTorof  tbe  tevenoe.aaweD  as  of  those  persona  who 


may  inadvertently  commit  aome  breach  of  the  revenue 
laws,  were  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  courts,  in  those 
countiea  which  include  the  above-mentioned  districlj^ 
extended  to  all  seizures,  pensllies,  and  forfeitarea,  aris- 
ing under  the  revenue  laws  of  tbe  United  Stalss ;  and 
the  same  powers,  in  relation  to  the  remission  or  miti- 
gation of  such  penalties  and  forfeitures,  given  to  tbe 
presiding  judgea  of  those  Stats  courts,  which  have  beeft 
given  to  the  judgea  of  the  district  courts  of  the  United 
States.    I  have  the  lionor  to  be,  dec, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  PsTia  SiiLLi,  Choimum,  ^e. 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  oo  Tuesday  neit. 

Fbidat,  JaDHary  3. 

A  memorial  of  the  House  of  Represen  tat  ires  of 
the  Territory  of  Orleans  was  prefenied  to  the 
Hou^e  aod  read,  prayiag  a  revisioa,  alteration, 
and  amt-ndmenl,  of  the  act  of  the  last  &essioa,  en- 
titled''An  act  for  ascerlaiiiiDg  and  adjusting  tbe 
titles  and  claitDS  to  land  withio  tbe  Territory  of 
Orleans,  and  District  of  Loaisiana;"  that  le^ 
provisioD  may  be  made  for  aecuriDg  theia  ia  the 
right  of  comiDon,  io  cerlaia  land^  contiguous  to 
their  settlements;  that  the  holders  of  single  eon- 
cessions  may  be  placed  upoo  ifae  same  fooliog 
with  Ibo'se  to  wnom  douMe  concessions  were 
granted  by  the  OovrrnrneDls  of  Prince  and  Spsin; 
and  that  Congreis  will  palroniieand  endoa;  pub- 
lic schools  for  the  education  of  yooth  in  tbe  said 
Territory. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed,  on  the  tenth  ultimo, 
on  the  petition  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans;  and  that  Mr.  Robert 
WiiiTEHiLL  be  added  to  the  said  committee,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Joan  Wbitebili.,  absent  on 
leave. 

A  petition  of  P.  H.  F.  Bastrop,  of  the  Teiri* 
lory  of  Orleans,  was  presented  to  tbe  House  and 
read,  prayine  that  he  may  be  indomoified  by  a 
grant  of  lands  or  money,  for  the  loss  of  an  ezcluaire 
privilege,  granted  him  before  the  cession  of  Ibe 
said  Territory,  to  trade  with  tbe  Indian  tribes  for 
a  term  not  yet  expired,  and  which  exclusive  priv- 
ilege he  ia  now  deprived  of  in  consequence  of  tite 
said  cession. — Referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, on  the  nineteenth  ultimo,  on  alieraliona 
necessary  in  tbe  "  Act  to  regulate  trade  snd  inter- 
course with  the  Indian  tribes." 

A  memorial  and  petition  of  John  Douglas^ 
chairman  of  a  committee  uf  sundry  electors  of  the 
first  election  diMrict  of  Pennsvlvanta,  composed 
of  ihE  citr  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  the 
county  of  DelHwarej  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  complainmB;  of  an  undue  election  »ii<] 
return  of  Michael  Leib,  one  of  the  membo'a  re- 
turned from  the  said  district  (o  serve  in  this 
House,  for  the  said  Slate  of  Pennsylvania.— Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

The  House  a^in  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  an  the  bill  to  establish  rules  and  article* 
for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United 

The  Committee,  having  considered  the  rcmaia- 
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Mr.  J.  RiNDOLFB  observed  that  he  had  a  com 
municalioD  to  inake,  wbich,  aceordio^  to  Ihi 
rnlea  of  ihe  Hoase.  required  ibe  gaUeries  to  bi 
cleared  ;  which  the  Speakeb,  ihereupoa,  directed 
to  be  done. 

The  galleriea  coniioaed  closed  till  abool  three 
o'clock,  whea  they  were  opeaed,  and  the  House 
adjourned  till  Ktondsy. 

MuNDAr,  Jaanary  6. 

The  Speaees  laid  before  (he  House  a  lelter  re- 
ceived by  biiD  Irom  David  Rumsey,  representing 
that  hisson,  thouj;h  pofsessed  ofa  protection,  had 
been  impressed  by  the  Biitiah ;  and  that,  notwith- 
ttaading  his  most  atrenuaua  eiertioD.i,  ke  is  una- 
ble to  obiaio  his  release.  The  letter  is  couched 
io  unlettered,  but  pathetic  terms,  and  concludes 
in  the  following  mdaner  :  "  1  lost  an  estate  by 
'lending  moDey  to  carry  on  the  Rerolationary 
'  war,  and  I  suffered  everything  but  death  by  be- 
'  ing  a  prisoner  among  ihem  (the  British)  in  Can- 
'  ada.  1  lay  fif^n  months  in  close  confiuement, 
'  when  I  bore  Ihe  rank  of  a  Aill  captain ;  and  if 
'  this  is  all  the  liberty  I  have  gained,  to  be  be- 
'  reared  of  my  children  in  that  formj  and  they 
'  made  slaves,  I  bad  rather  be  without  it.  I  hope 
'  that  Congress  will  take  some  speedy  methods  to 
'  relieve  our  poor  distressed  childrea  from  under 
'  their  wretched  hands,  whose  lenderest  mercy  is 
'  cruelty." — Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Cmhtoh  presented  a  memorial  of  the  mer 
ehania  of  the  city  of  New  York,  signed  by  Iheir 
chairman  and  a  nutnerous  committee,  by  the 
tmanimous  order,  and  on  behalf  of  a  general 
meeting  of  the  said  merchants,  staling  that  Ihe 
commerce  of  the  United  Stales  has  been  deeply 
aggrieved  and  injured,  and  the  memorialists  them- 
selves subjected  to  heavy  and  unforeseen  losses, 
bv  the  new  assumed  principle,  adopted  by  the 
British  tribunals  of  admiralty,  "(hat  neutrals  may 
be  restrained  in  lime  of  war  to  ibeir  accustomed 
Iradt  in  time  of  peace ;"  a  principle  destructive  of 
Ihe  hitherto  acknowledged  rights  of  neutrals,  and, 
especially,  subversive  of  the  whole  export  tridi 
toiheUaited  Stales:  and  thai,  appealing  to  thi 
uoivprMl  and  Inviolable  principle  of  the  law  of 
aalions,  "  that  the  goods  of  a  neutral,  consisting  of 
articles  not  contraMnd  of  war,  in  a  neutral  vessel 
employed  in  direct  trade  between  nenlral  countries, 
and  ports  of  a  belligerent  country,  not  invested  or 
blockaded,  are  protected,"  the  memorialists  con- 
fide in  the  wisdom  and  energy  of  the  National 
uovemment  to  devise  efficient  means  for  main- 
lainlng  and  protectior  ttie  lawful  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  placing  the  ports  and 
harbors  thereof  in  a  stale  of  defence  and  security. 
—Referred  to  ihe  consideration  of  aCommiUeeof 
the  Wiiole  on  the  sute  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  VaftNUM,  from  the  committee  on  that  pari 
of  the  Presideai's  Meiuige  which  lelalei  to  the 


orgaiiizntion  of  the  militia,  the  augmentation  of 
the  land  forces.  &c.,  made  a  further  report  in  par^ 
suhmilting  a  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  Stntea;  which  was  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  (he  Whole  to-morrow. 

[The  bill  authorizes  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  to  require  the  Executives  of  the  re- 
spective States  to  hold  their  quota  of  one  hundred 
inousaad  militia  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  mo> 
meni's  waroiiig;  authorizes  the  acceptance  of  vol* 
unteer  corps  as  a  pan  of  the  detachment,  and  ap- 
propriates    dollars  for  the  purposes  of  Iho 

aci.J 

Mr.  NiCBOLaoH  presented  a  memorial  fromth» 
Board  of  Trustees  for  the  education  of  youth  tD 
the  City  of  Washington,  stating  the  measurea 
taken  by  the  board  in  the  establishment  of  an 
academy,  and  the  contemplated  establishmeDI  of 
higher  institutions;  and  requesting  Congress  to 
aid  their  views  by  the  donation  of  city  lots,  hj 
authorizing  a  lottery,  and  by  such  other  measure* 
as  they  may  see  fit  to  lake. — Referred  to  a  com- 
mittee  of  five  members. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  received  a  lelter  fromihe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasory,  with  various  aceom- 
paoying  documents,  on  abuses  alleged  to  bare 
taken  place  in  consequence  of  the  evidences  of 
the  pablic  debl  being  receivable  in  payment. for 
lands;  and  on  the  vague  provisions  at  present  in 
force  relative  to  the  purchase  of  the  public  debt 
by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  Hav^ 
ing  made  a  brief  explaoatiun  of  these  provisions, 
Mr.  R.  presented  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  to  author- 
ize the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debl  in 
payment  for  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  deb^ 
which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Thursday. 

[This  bill  provides  that  ihe  act  to  authorize  lae 
receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debl  in  payment 
for  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  passed  March 
3, 1797,  and  so  much  of  any  other  acts  as  author- 
izes the  same,  shall  be  repealed  after  the  31sl  of 
March  next,  and  that  the  Commissiouers  of  the 
Sinkin;^  Fund  shall  not  be  authorized  to  purchaae 
the  public  debt  at  higher  rates  than  sixty  percent. 
of  the  nominal  value  of  the  three  per  cents.,  or  ihan 
ihe  nominal  value  of  its  unredeemed  amouut  for 

y  other  specien,  the  eight  per  cents,  only  except- 
ed, for  which  ihev  may  sive,  in  addiiion  thereto,  at 
the  rate  of  one  naif  oiper  cent,  on  the  nominal 
e.  for  each  quarterly  dividend,  payable  from 
ime  of  purchase  to  Jan.  1,  1809.  At  Ihe  close 
of  the  accompanying  lelter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  he  states  his  intention  of  submitting 
to  the  Commillee  of  Ways  aud  Means,  a  plan 
for  converiing  the  three  per  cents.,  the  old  six  per 
cents.,  and  the  deferred  stock,  into  a  new  siock, 
hearing  aa  interest  of  six  per  cent,  j  by  whicb 
means  the  whole  public  debt  contemplated  to  ba 
discharged  at  a  certain  period,  may  be  extin- 
cuished.] 

IMPRSseGU  B&AHEN. 

Mr.  CRowKiNBniELD  observed  thar,  at  Ihe  last 
■easioD,  there  had  been  a  return  made  lo  the  Houm 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


HI9T0RT  OP  CONORBSa 


H-ofR. 


Peniuifltania  Conttated  SUction. 


J  AMD  A  BY,  1 


of  tbe  Amprican  leioiFa  impreised  by  Briiixh 
ressels,  whith  bid  nal  been  acied  upon.  Sioce 
tbit  periud  these  impressmt-nis  had  iocreBBcd  in 
ft  moRt  astooishinK  degree.  It  was  a  fact  that 
from  2,500  lo  3,000  of  our  besi  jeamen  were  de- 
tained by  ibe  BriiJib.  We  want  the  »ervicea  of 
ibis  useful  class  of  meo.  That  the  aitemioD  of 
ibe  House  may  be  drawa  to  the  fubjeci,  io  order 
tbal  proper  measures  may  be  taken  b^  the  Got- 
eraineDl,  I  bave  dtavn  up  ibe  rolloving  resolu- 
tion: 

Bttt^vtd,  Tbst  ths  BecreUi7  of  State  b«  directed  to 
Ut  bflfbre  Uiii  Houie,  *  retarn  of  tbe  number  of  Aacr- 
icau  aeameti  who  hkva  been  tmprened  or  detained  bj 
the  abipi  of  war,  or  privateer*  of  Great  Britain,  whMe 
nainei  have  been  reported  to  the  UeparlmeDt  of  Stale 
nnce  the  itatenieiit  wm  made  to  the  House  at  ^e  last 
aeanon  of  Congme,  mentioning  the  names  of  the  pei^ 
Miu  iiBpreaMd,  nitli  the  nunen  of  the  ships  and  Tea- 
Mi)  1^  wfaieb  titej  wet«  impreued,  and  tbe  tjine  of  the 
fnpnaameDl,  together  witb  anj  &cls  aod  drmiDitaiiceB 
in  ralatian  ta  the  came  whirh  maj  bang  baai  repotted 
to  bnn  1  alatius,  alao,  the  whole  nnmbcr  of  American 
•mmsD  impreased,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
|i>as*Dt  war  in  Evrope,  and  iududing,  in  a  aeparate 
odwBD,  the  nnmber  o(  paaaangen,  S  any,  who  may 
Imt*  been  taken  out  of  Ameriean  Tawela  coming  to 
Ibe  United  States  &om  Europe. 

Ur.  Eluot  said  ihai,  io  seconding  th«  mocioD 
of  ihe  geuilemna  from  Maasacbuaeits,  he  felt  it  a 
duly  to  express  a  hope  ihat  ibe  resoluiion  would 
nol  ouly  be  adopted  wiib  perfect  uoaniinily,  but 
thai  we  should  do  longer  stop  at  the  precise 
noini  of  tbe  adoplioD  of  a  himple  resolutiou,  call 
Ug  for  infuimatioD  on  this  iDteresting  sabjeel 
TheiDformalion  wbich  was  laid  before  tbe  House 
tt  the  last  sewioD,  wiib  that  wbich  has  since  been 
derived  from  tbe  public  papers,  baa  produced 
loud  ezpressioo  of  public  indignalion,  which  it 
oar  duty  to  echo  wilh  eaerey.  To  prefer  erery 
Cfmtequence  to  insult  aud  nabiiual  wrong,  is  a 
Mutinteut  of  the  Executive,  which  has  been  ad- 
nitied  even  by  its  oppoaeots  lo  be  correct 
iooorable.  Has  tbe  lime  arrived  when  It 
become  indispensably  I]eces^s^y  to  reduce  

{rtuciple  10  pcaciice?  Do  we  suffer  insult  and 
abitual  wrong?  Our  merchauta  call  loudly  for 
the  redress  of  injuries.  I  hope  we  shall  redresK 
theu.  Let  us  eiiend  to  them  thearm  of  national 
proieclioD,  but  let  us  extend  it  «lso  to  another 
class  of  injured  citizens ;  while  we  give  it  lo  the 
lich,  let  ua  Doi  withhold  it  from  the  poor.  The 
groans  of  our  impressed  fellow-citizens  mingle 
wilh  the  murmurs  of  every  gale  from  the  ocean  1 
Tbe  queeo  of  that  element  ought  no  longer  to  be 
•uflered  lo  bespangle  ber  diadem  with  the  tears  of 
American  seamen,  or  to  subslitutt  her  will  and 
her  JDierest  for  the  laws  of  aature  and  of  nations. 
It  is  10  be  hoped  that,  upon  Ibis  subject,  we  shall 
take  an  attitude  worthy  of  the  nation;  an  altitude 
jkot  to  be  abandoned  but  by  oblainiog  complete 
justice. 

Tbe    resoluiioo  was  then  agreed    to  unaui- 

CONTESTED  BLBCTiOM. 

Mr.  FiMDLEV,  from  the  Cofuiiuttea  of  Elections, 

to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Doug- 


lass, praying  tbe  House  of  Represenia lives  of  tbe 
United  States  to  appoint  a  commissian  to  set  in 
Pbiladi-lpbia,  for  the  purpose  of  inveKtifatin;  tbe 
elfCiioD  of  Michael  Leib,  returned  as  a  member 
of  Ihis  House  from  the  Siaic  of  Penosyliania, 
ibal  if  Ihe  same  be  found  iJlegal,  a  new  eleelion 
may  be  granted,  reported,  ihat  having,  according 
■0  order,  had  tbe  same  under  consideration,  thej 
submit  the  following  report: 

A  petition  against  the  election  <rf  any  person  ratwmed 
as  a  member  of  the  House  of  RepreeoDlatiTes,  os^U 
to  state  the  ground  on  wbich  the  election  ia  caotastad, 
with  such  certaint;  aa  to  give  reasonable  uotica  thereof 
to  the  sitting  member,  and  lo  enable  the  Houaeto  judge 
whether  tbeumebe  verified  b;  tbe  prootaud  if  pnxed, 
whether  it  be  aufficient  lo  vacate  tlia  seat;  and  the  pe- 
titioner ought  not  to  be  admitted  to  give  evidence  of 
any  fact  nol  subatantiallj  alleged  in  bis  petition. 

In  the  present  ciM,  Uie  petition  contatna  no  dirert 
or  speciflc  charge  of  an  ilUgalil;  in  the  election.  Tbt 
only  allegations  are  general  and  indirect ;  that  is,  bj  a 
hiatorjr  of  Ihe  proceedinga  of  certain  meetinga  and 
committees  of  eleclora,  and  by  reference  to  a  subjoined 
report  of  one  of  thoMi  cominineee  and  tbe  dociuDenta 
Bocompanying  it,  which  documenla  appear  to  be  aeien 
ex  parte  depositions,  not  sdmtMibIa  in  a«idenca,  and 
not  deemed  proper  lo  be  considered  sa  parte  of  the  pati. 
tion.  b;  being  geiierall;  referred  to  theron. 

The  eommiitee  are  of  opinion,  that  ea  aneb  a  p«ti- 
tion  there  can  be  no  aatisfaeloiy  trial  of  the  moita  at 
the  election  in  question ;  and  Iheraini  recocotBend  the 
following  resolution: 

Ruohei,  That  the  petitioner  have  leaTs  la  wiflidraw 
his  petition  and  the  paper*  aocompanjing  the  aama. 

Tbe  House  immediately  took  the  raolation 
into  consideration,  and  agreed  to  ii  witboat  debate 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Rakoolph  tbe  galleries 
were  cleared  about  one  o'cloclc  The  doon  con- 
tinupd  eloped  until  a  short  time  beyosd  the  usual 

Eriod  of  ■djourament,  when,  db  mMioa,  th« 
Duse  adjourned. 

ToBSDAT,  January  7. 

The  House  spent  tbe  morning  in  the  reception 
and  reference  of  petitions. 

On  Ihe  inoitoD  of  Mr.  J.  Randolph,  Ihe  gal- 
leries were  cleared  at  about  twelve  o'clock,  aod 
continued  closed  until  the  House  aJjourned,  about 
the  usaal  liour. 

Wedhesoat,  January  8. 
Mr.  Marion,  from  tbe  committee  appointed  on 
ibe  sixteenth  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  declaricg  tbe 
consent  of  CoDgrew  to  an  act  of  the  Slate  of  South 
Carolina,  passed  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  Do- 
cember,in  Ihe  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred   and  four,  so  far  as  the  nm«  relates  to 


liuiiamx  tbe  Ciiy  Council  of  CharleHion,  to  in 
id  collect  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of 
'ureigu   ports;  which   was  read  iwi 
itied  to  B  Comtnittee  of  the  Whole  o 


day  next 

Mr.  Tallhadgi,  from  tbe  commiiiee  appoinlcd 
on  the  thirty-first  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  rehtilog 
tobuBdsgivenbyiDBrBhuLi;  which  was re«d  twice 
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knd  eoramiued  to  >  Coaimiitee  of  the  Whole  oo 
Moodajr  next. 

*  A  mesMge  from  tbe  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Seaaie  have  passed  the  bill,  eoiitM  "Ao 
act  to  proviile  for  liglit-hooaei  in  Lonff  Island 
Sound,  and  to  declve  Roxbury,  in  the  Slate  of 
MasMchuKtts,  to  be  B  pott  of  deliTery,"  with  ftn 
ameodmeai;  lo  which  they  desire  the  e«iicur- 
leDce  of  this  House. 

Mr.  BiDWRLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
TM  commiitedB  resolution  relative  to  William 
Baton,  submitted  the  f  Uoving  reeolution : 

ffrnwJnrrf.  by  tht  SaiaU  and  HouK  o^  Rmrtienia- 
that/ UtUnittd  Stain  in  Caitgra»at»eaaitd,  That 
the  thanis  of  Congi«H  be,  and  Mvebj  era,  pnMiiled 
b>  William  EMon,  and  bis  bn*e  assodatsa,  for  their 
distinguished  eerriEcs,  in  the  Ute  eipeditioa,  [dannsd 
•nd  oondnctsd  by  faiin  against  Ti^li,  in  the  eieca- 
tion  of  which  th^  marched  &om  £gypt,  through  the 
desKrt  ofLjbis,  and  with  tbe  co.(iperstiDa  aftbeoi- 
Bashaw,  and  tbe  uststanie  af  ■small  part  of  tbs  nsTsI 
ftrce  of  the  United  States,  defesled  tbe  Tripolitsn 
armj,  took  the  dtj  of  Derns,  and  esscDtislI;  conCri- 
bated  to  the  tsnnination  of  tba  wsi,  and  the  restora- 
tioD  of  onr  captlTs  fellow-dlBeos  to  liberty  snd  tbair 
country. 

Referred  to  a  Comtnittee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  Saturday. 

ARMING  THE  MILITIA. 

Mr.  Vabhom  obserred  that  It  would  be  fouod, 
by  the  militia  returns,  that  there  was  in  some  pans 
of  the  UnionaeonBiderabledefieieDcy  of  ftre-arma. 
That  inquiry  night  be  made  into  this  subject, 
sad  proper  arraDffements  be  made  for  correetiog 
tbe  evil,  he  moT*^  the  fotloiriDg  reaolution ; 

Jtaeivtd,  That  a  aommittae  be  appointed  to  consider 
whether  any,  sod,  if  any,  what  taeaanrea  are  necessary 
10  be  adoptsd  to  complale  the  smiag  ef  the  mihtia  it 
the  United  State*. 

The  House  immediately  took  ihit  resoIuti< 
into  cODsideration,  aod  agreed  to  it,  with  a  vaoi 
ftcatioD,  SDggesied  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Shitb,  referrii  „ 
it  to  the  committee  chargvd  with  thit  i^rt  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  which  telaies  to  the 
militia. 

Mr.  VABKnM  said,  that  the  inquiry,  directed  to 
be  made  by  this  reeolotion,  might  be  faciliiaied, 
he  would  more  tbe  following  reaolntiou : 

Reuihtd,  That  the  SeeieUry  of  War  be  directed  to 
tsy  before  this  Hoose  a  itatementof  ths  number  of  fire- 
arnu  fit  for  use,  the  pri^rty  of  the  United  Stataa,  de- 
■ffnsling  tbe  ptaeas  where  they  are  depoeitad. 

This  reaoluiiun  was  imrnediately  agreed  to. 
ARMT  BEGULATMNB. 

The  bill  for  esiabliahing  rules  and  articles  for 
(hegoverameniof  tbe  armies  of  ibe  United  States 
was  read  the  mird  time. 

Bereral  verbal  amendment*  were  anggeited 
proper  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Q.  W.  Campbell  moved  to  recommit  tbe 
bill  to  a  select  oominittee,  with  the  riew  of  modi- 
fying it  BO  as  to  render  more  definite  tbe  powers 
Mcourts  martial,  and  particularly  thai  the  power 
of  inSicting  the  punishment  of  death  sbouLi  be 
more  guardedly  bestowed. 


This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Fiax,  and 
ipposed  hyMefisrs.CoKRAD.aodEAHLT:  andloat 
-yfas44,  naysST. 

Mr.  Sjiius  then  moved  a  recommitmeot  of  tbe 
B9th  article  to  the  Committee  ollhe  Whole  House, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  veibal  amendment* 

eviously  suggested. 

This  motion  was  carried— yess  55,  nays  Vt\ 
and  the  article  made  tbe  order  fur  ibin  d.iy :  When, 

At  tbarequeslofMr  J.  RANnoLi'H,  the  galleries 
were  cleared  about  two  o'i:lock,  and  remained 
closed  till  near  4  o'clock,  when  the  House  ad- 

Tbubsbat,  January  9. 

Mr.  GbeDo,  from  (he  committee  appointed  on 
so  much  of  the  Presideiil's  Message  as  relates  to 
a  Naval  Peace  E>tabli3hmeot,  havlDg  abiatned 
leave,  submitted  a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  en- 
titled an  act  supplementary  to  tbe  act  providing 
for  a  Naval  Peace  Batablishm^ot,  and  for  other 
purposes;  wbich  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  oo  Tuesday. 

[This  bill  repeals  (he  second  and  fourth  seetiona 
of  (he  act  recited  in  the  title,  authorizes  the  Pre- 
sident (o  keep  in  actual  service  in  tiraeuf  peace 
so  many  of  the  frigates  and  other  public  aritied 
vessels,  as  in  his  judgment  the  nature  of  the  ser- 
vice msy  require,  and  to  cause  the  residue  to  be 
laid  up  in  ordinary,  in  convenient  pjrts — directs 
the  public  armed  veaseU  in  actoal  service  in  time 
of  peace  to  be  officered  nod  maooed  es  ihe  Presi- 
dent shall  direct,  provided  that  the  offieera  shoU 
not  exceed  thirteen  ooptaini,  nine  master*  conv- 
mandsnt,  sevanty-two  lieutenants,  sad  one  hon- 
dred  and  fifty  midshipmen,  who  are  to  receive  M 
more  than  half  their  monlhly  pay  while  not  undn 
orders  for  actual  service,  and  ppovideil  ibst  Ihe 
whole  number  of  able  seamen,  ordinary  seameo, 
and  boys, shall  not  exceed  nine  hundred  and  tweo- 
t^Sve  ;  the  President  beiof^  at  liberty  to  appoint 
for  the  vessels  in  actual  service,  as  many  surgeosa, 
I'tttgeoBfi'  mate*,  sailingmsstn^,  chapiaios,  pursers, 
boatswains,  gunners,  sailmakers,  and  carpenlsn^ 
as  may  in  his  opiaioa  be  necessary. j 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  tbf  89ili  article  of  the  bill  establish- 
ing rules  and  articles  of  war  for  Ihe  government 
of  the  armie*  of  Ihe  United  Slates. 

Having  verbally  amended  tbia  article,  the  Com- 
mittee roie,  and  the  Huuse  confirmed  the  ameod- 
menl,  and  ordered  tbe  eriicle,  so  amended,  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  rcsdiog  lo  day. 

The  House  took  into  consideration,  and  eita- 
curred  in  the  amendment  proposed  by  tbe  Seaaia 
to  the  billprovidiog  light-nousei  on  Long  Island 
Sunnd.  The  bttl  tberelbre,  only  requires  (he  sig- 
oalure  of  tbe  President,  to  be  a  law.  The  amend- 
meot  directs  iha  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
havetbeligbissoeoBairneledaatobcdisiinguishad 
from  all  other  lights  la  the  neighborhood. 

When,  about  twelve  o'clock,  on  the  motion  of 
Ur.  TnoMAti,  the  galleries  were  cleared.  They 
reruaioedcloeed  unulfbni  o'clock,  when  the  Hotue 
a^joufsod. 
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Fbidat,  Jnouftry  10. 

The  eighry-Dinth  article  of  the  first  teciion  of 

the  bill  for  ejlatilishin^  rules  and  arliclei  for  tbe 

Kvernmentoftfae  Hrtnieaofihe  United  States  was 
3Ught  up,  enf^rossed,  and  read  (he  ibird  titue. 

Reioleed,  That  the  said  bill  do  pHss,  and  that 
the  title  be,  "An  act  for  establlsbiag  rules  and 
articles  for  (he  goTeiameni  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  Slates." 

Mr.  Holmes  presented  a  memorial  from  (he 
CommoD  Council  of  Alexandria,  prayiog  that 
tbe  provisionv  of  the  third  section  uf  the  act  of 
CoDgresi  relative  laquarBDiiDea  may  be  extended 
10  the  District  of  Columbia,  that  there  may  be 
creeled  at  Jnoea'  Point,  the  uecesiary  buildings  for 
the  accommodalioQ  of  sick  and  disabled  seameo, 
and  that  a  general  quarantine  establishment  may 
be  made  at  Jones'  Poiol,  at  the  public  expense; 
which  nas  referred  to  the  Commiitee  of  Commerce 
BDil  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Tbomas  presented  certain  proceedings  of 
the  HouseofRepresentatifes  of  Pennsylvania,  rel- 
ative to  tbe  conveyance  of  the  mails  end  the  im- 
position of  postage,  which  was  referred  to  tbe 
Post  Office  committee. 

At  about  12  o'clock  the  galleries  were  cleared] 
and  coaiioued  closed  until  past  3  o'clock. 

Saturday,  January  11. 
The  SpKAKEB  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  exhibiting  a  statement  of 
the  number  of  fire-arms,  the  property  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted Slates, fit  for  use,  deiiignaiing  the  places  where 


•ervice  of  the  United  States,  there  are  deposited 
Tarious  places;  113,501  muiketa  with  bayonets, 
3,066  rifles,  63  fusils,  1,938  pair  of  pistols,  and  916 
carbiitea. 

This  commuoication  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  tbe  amtiog  of  tbe  militia. 

A  short  time  after  eleTen  o'clock,  the  galleries 
were  cleared.  Ther  continued  doted  until  foar 
o'clock,  when  the  House  adjourned. 

MoHSAT,  January  13. 

Several  petitions  of  sundry  inbabitanti  of  the 

counties  ut'  Randolph  and  St.  Clair,  in  the  Indiana 

Territory,  were  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 

fraying,  for  the  reasons  therein  set  forth,  that  the 
urveyor  Qeneralof  the  United  States  may  be  di- 
rected to  run  I  line,  commencing  at  a  place  called 

Payssa.  above  Cahokia,  and  ending  at riTer, 

below  Kaskaskla,  in  such  amanner  as  will  include 
all  the  seiilements  made  between  those  two  points; 
and  that  the  land  which  shall  be  so  included,  may 
be  exempted  from  the  mode  of  surrey  and  terms 
of  sale  to  which  the  other  public  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  are  subjecl. — Referred  to  ibe  Commit- 
tee on  the  Pobiic  Lands. 

A  Mesaige  wa»  received  from  tbe  President  of 
the  United  States  comprising  a  statement  of  tbe 
measums  of  the  Executive  lelativa  to  obuining 


the  eo-operalion  of  the  ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli 
againiit  the  reigning  Bey,  and  ibe  application  of 
the  ex-Bashaw  for  compensation  for  aervices  ren- 
dered the  United  States  accompanied  by  Tariuos 
elucidating  documents. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  Hr. 
Joseph  Clat,  Mr.  Joan  C.  Smith,  Mr.  Rocta 
Nelsok,  Mr.  CaowHinsBiELn,  Mr.  Gahmett,  Mr. 
FifiK,  and  Mr.  DiCEBOn. 

A  memorial  of  the  Legidature  of  tbe  State  of 
Georgia  was  presented  to  the  Haute  and  read, 
stating  that  great  oppression  and  injury  hasiriiea 
tosundry  citizens  of  the  said  Slate,  id  coaaeqaenee 
ofaclaimoflheSiateorNcrlh  Carolina  to  certsta 
lands  lying  within  the  boundary  of  Georgia;  ihat 
the  rigntsof  Georgia  have  been  no  less  affected  led 
riolsled  thereby,  and  pra;^ing  that  Congress  will 
interpose  and  cause  thethirty-fifthdeereeof  norik 
latitude  to  he  ascerlaiaed,  and  (he  une  between 
■  he  two  States  to  be  plainly  marked. — Referred  lo 
Mr.  SpALDina,  Mr.  Qeorob  WAaHiriOTOiiCAiiP- 
BGLi.,  Mr.  Thomas  Moore,  Mr.  Stanfobd,  and 
Mr.  Epfeb;  to  examine  aod  report  their  opiaion 
thereupon  to  the  House, 

About  twelve  o'clock  the  galleries  were  sgain 
cleared  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jacksoh.  The  House 
did  not  rise  till  near  five  o'clock. 

TcBBDAT,  January  14. 
The  House  commenced  their  proceedings  this 
morning,  at  eleven  o'clock,  in  secret  silting,  hav- 
ing yesterday  adjourned  wlille  the  doors  continued 
closed,  and  while  confidaQtial  buuneas  was  de- 
Then  ouse  continued  sitting  until  three  o'clock, 
when  the  doors  were  opened,  and  an  adjoutomeot 

WxDNBSDAT,  January  15. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales,  transmitting  an  accoani  of  ibe 
grant  of  twenty  tbDUsaod  dollars,  for  the  contin* 
gent  chargesof  Goveramenl,  hyan  act  making  ap- 
propriations for  tbe  supnort  of  Government,  for 
tbe  year  one  thousand  eigot  hundred  aiyd  five.  Tbe 
Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Cotnmitiee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  commuQieatiog  the  report  of 
tbe  Director  of  tbe  Mint,  of  the  operations  of  (bat 
institution,  during  tbe  last  year.  The  Message 
was  read,  and,  together  with  the  report  transmitted 
therewiib,  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  second  ins(ant, 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Slate  on  the  peti- 
lion  of  Peter  Landais,  be  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration thereof;  and  thai  the  said  report  ted 
petition  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bidwell,  who  ob- 
served that  he  had  a  commuuieatian  to  make  ibtt 
required  closed  doors,  the  galleries  were  cleared 
about  twelve  o'clock^,  and  remained  closed  till  four, 
when  the  House  adjourned. 
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TaoBsitAT,  JiDDirf  16. 

Mr.  J.  RtMDOLFB,  from  Ibe  Commiiiw  o(  Ways 
and  Meaoii.  presented  >  bill  making  an  addilional 
appropriktion  lo  lupply  the  deticieacy  id  Ibe  ap- 
propriaiion  for  iho  naval  service,  during  ihe  year 
one  thousaad  eight  hundred  and  five:  which  was 
rfsd. twice  aod  commiLted  lo  a  Ckimmiiiee  of  the 
Whole  io-morrow. 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  Houm  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitiing 
his  report  on  the  petilioDE  of  the  Inspectors  of  the 
Customs  of  the  cities  of  New  Yort,  Baliimore, 
and  Philadelphia,  referred  to  him  on  the  fifth  and 
tweaty-ihirdof  DecemberUst,8DdoD  the  eleventh 
iDstant.— Referred  to  the  Commiltee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  FiMDLET,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  tenth  ultimo,  preaemed  a  bill  to  iocorporaie 
the  trustees  of  the  Presbyteriaa  Congregation  of 
Oeorgetowu,  and  for  other  purposes;  wliich  was 
read  iwic«  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  Hotjse  on  Monday  next. 
On  motioD,  it  was 

Reaolved,  That  a  commiltee  b«  appointed  loio' 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  a  law,  declar- 
ing the  assent  of  Cungres.*  to  an  act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  Biate  of  North  Carolina, 
passed  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  December  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  entitled  "Ad 
act  to  auihonze  the  State  of  Tennessee'  to  perfect 
titles  to  lands  reserved  lo  tbis  Siata  by  the  cession 
act,  and  that  the  committee  be  authorized  to  re- 


,  Mr.  O,  W.  Cahp- 
BELi.,Mr.  dBiTTENDEN^Mr.  TRtoo,and  Mr.  Lyon, 
be  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  to  the  said 
resolution. 

A  metnorial  of  the  merchaQls  and  traders  of 
Ibectiy  of  Philadelphia,  was  presented  to  th<!House 
and  read,  staling  the  extreme  embarraMments 
which  have  arisen  to  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  in  consequence  of  the  new  assumed  prin- 
ciples by  the  belligerent  Powers,  respecting  the 
tights  ol'  neutrals,  and  the  restrictions  thereby  im- 
posed; that,  under  the  pressure  of  these e*ils,  and 
the  piracies  and  depredations  committed,  both  in 
the  European  and  West  Indian  seas,  on  their  law- 
'  '  ';  (hey  look  with  confidence  to  thi 

n  of  Got  '        ~ 


protecting  a 


that  effi- 


E  devised  to 

rights  and  vindicate  the  honor  of  the  United 
States. — Referred  lo  a  Commiltee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Uoi 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  act 
ize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt,  in 
payment  fur  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes  relative  to  tbe  public  debt;  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein  the  Committee  re- 
ported the  bill  without  amendmeitt. 

FatDAT,  January  17. 
Mr  ansoa,  from  the  Coiomittee  on  the  Public 


■elors  and  Agents  of  the  Ohio  Company,  made 
report  I  hereon ;  which  was  read,  and  considered: 
Whereupon, 

JttMotved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memnrialiMa, 
o  far  as  respects  their  application  for  twenty  mile- 
quare  lots,  ought  not  to  be  granted,  and  that  they 
lave  leave  to  withdraw  their  memorial. 

Mr.  Tenhgt.  from  the  Committee  of  Revieal 

ind  Unfinished  Business,  presented  a  bill  further 

to  continue  in  force  the  act,  entitled  ''  An  act  for 

iblisbing  trading-houses  witf)  thetodian  tribes;" 

which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  the  Com' 

iltee  of  Commerce  aad  Manufactures. 

A  memorial  and  petitions  of  sundry  inhabittnta 
of  the  counties  of  Randolph  and  St.  Clair,  in  the 
adiana  Territory,  Were  presented  to  the  House 
ind  read,  suggesting  the  expediency  of  a  division 
of  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  the  erection  into  a 
separate  Territorial  government  of  a  peil  there- 
of; of  the  formation  of  a  Western  State ;  of  the 
admission  of  slavery  into  the  said  Territory,  either 
unconditional  or  under  such  restrictions  as  Con- 
gress may  impose;  and,  also,  praying  redresa 
against  certain  oppressive  acts  ol  tbe  Execntire 
authority  of  tbe  said  Territory  — Referred  to  the 
comtnittee  appointed,  on  the  nmeteenih  ultimo,  on 

letter  from   William  Menry   Harrison,  Gover- 

ir  of  the  lodiaaa  'territory. 

Mr.  OaEGO  said  that  be  bad  early  in  the  session 
offered  a  resolution,  which  he  thought  had  beeD 
at  the  time  referred  lo  a  Commiltee  of  the  Whole 
House.  Finding  that  this  was  not  the  case  he 
rose  to  move  that  it  should  be  so  referred.  Thi* 
resolution,  aafollawa,  was  taken  into  considera- 
tiun  —  ayes  68.  noes  21 — and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  first  Monday 
in  February. 

Jietalned,  TfaatsomuiAoran  act  entitled"  Anacticg- 
nlating  tha  grant*  of  land,  and  providing  Tor  the  dispossl 
of  the  lands  of  tbe  United  8utei  aoulh  of  tbe  State  of 
TenoeiMe,"  u  appiupriatH  any  portion  of  nid  lands  tor 
tha  purpoaa  of  ■atisfying,  quieting,  or  compensatinf  an/ 
claims  to  tho  said  lands,  duived  from  an;  act,  or  pra- 
tended  act  of  the  Btats  of  Qeorgia,  and  nattlMr  reoof- 
niaed  by  the  irtides  of  agreement  and  ce*ti<Mi  betnMB 
the  United  Btatea  and  tbe  State  of  Georgia,  nor  am- 
bracad  bj  tbe  two  first  sections  of  tbe  abavemeatiMMd 
act,  b«  repealed. 

BRTTISH  AGQRESSIONB. 

Mr.  J.  Rakoolpb  said  he  bad  a  motion  to  make 
which  required  the  galleries  previously  to  be 
cleared. 

The  galleries  were  accordingly  cleared,  and  con- 
tinued ko  for  about  two  hour.s;  when  tbe  doors 
were  opened,  and  a  Message  from  the  Prei-ident 
of  the  United  States  was  presented  by  Mr  Coles. 
This  Message,  being  partly  of  a  public,  and 
partly  of  a  confidential  nature,  the  galleries  were 
cleared  for  a  short  time,  while  the  latter  part  was 
read.  The  doors  being  again  opened,  tbe  Cleik 
read  theformer  part  of  the  Message,  relative  lo  Bri- 
tish aggressions  on  neutral  rights.  Tbe  Message 
contains  a  copy  of  s  letter  transmitted  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated  April  1, 1805^ 
on  llteimpressment  of  American  seamen;  and  tbe 
copy  of  .a  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  Ur.  Moa* 
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roe,  dated  April  19.1806,  on  ihe  docttiae  laieir 
•et  up  by  Briiaia.  reloive  to  ncuiral  trade.  Be< 
aidi^s  these  paprrs,  the  Mpsnage  enclosed  memoriBli 
from  Ihe  merchsntt  of  New  York,  of  Newbuiy- 
port,  of  PhilHdelphia,  aod  of  Ctiarleslon,  and  from 
tbe  United  Io»uraace  Campany  of  New  York, 
from  the  Newport  Innunnce  Companir,  and  from 
tbe  Norfolk  Matiae  Iniuraace  CompaDj. 

Mr.  Tbdmas  moved  the  Tefflranee  of  ibe  Mea- 
Mse  to  a  Guiomiitea  of  ibe  Wbole  on  the  itatc  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  Nicholson  observed  that  a  subject  iaii- 
mately  coooeoted  with  that  of  (he  MesMge  had 
beeik  already  referred  to  ihe  Connnittee  of^Ways 
and  MeiDB ;  aod  moT«d  the  lafeienee  ot  tbe  Mei- 
Use  to  that  commiitee. 

Mr.  Thomas  replied,  ibai  ifae  memorial  from  the 
nerchaois  of  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Pbil«' 
dalpbia  oa  tbe  eame  subiect,  bad  been  referred  to  • 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  ibe  tiate  of  the  Uaion. 

The  question  of  reference  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Wbole  House  was  taken  and  pauediatbeneg' 
Mi?e — ayes  29. 

Mr.  NiCHOLiOM  then  moved  to  refer  the  Mi 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  CaowNiNBBiBLD  said  be  could 


why  ■  reference  t 

of  Ways  and  Means.    I<  had 

very  remote  coanesioa,  with  feveane.   Stirely,  said 

Mr,  C.  we  are  noi  eoiog  to  settle  cut  difference  ob 

thi*  point  by  pouodi,  sbilling*,  and  pence.    He 

concluded  by  moving  a  reference  to  a  select 

mittee. 

Mr.  Da  HA  observed  that  the  Moua^  embraced 
two  disiinet  poioti,  oae  relative  to  ipoliatio 
oar  trade,  which  might  goto  ihc  Cammlit 
Ways  and  Meanx,  and  the  other,  relative  I 
impreaiioeot  of  our  aaamee,  which  would 
properly  be  refenad  to  a  setecl  coamiiiee. 

Mr.  NioBOLsoH  varied  hi*  motion  in  the  way 
MUEesied  by  Mr.  Dana. 

The  Huute  concurred  in  hi*  motion  to  refe 
ranch  of  ihe  Measaffc  as  rekiet  to  spoliation 
the  Conmiitse  of  Waya  and  Mnn»— ayes 
note  13. 

So  much  of  the  said  Message  as  relates  to 
imprewment  of  seanren  was  referred  to  a  select 
commiilee  of  seven  members. 

Mr.  Orgob,  from  tht  Cooimillee  on  the  Fubli 
Laud*,  made  a  report  on  the  memorial  oftbedi 
rectors  and  agents  of  the  Ohio  Company.  Tbe 
report  states  that  sitice  the  date  of  tbe  memorial 
legislative  provision  bad  beea  made  for  all  the  ob- 
jeoia  prayed  for,  except  one.  This  is,  that  a  grant 
may  be  made  in  aid  of  schools,  of  a  lot  of  land 
twenty  miles  square,  in  lieu  of  tbe  pzisiing  appro- 
priation of  land.  The  report  concludes  with  a 
lesoluiion  thai  the  prayer  of  the  memorial,  so  far 
a*  relates  to  the  application  for  a  lot  of  land  ot 
twenty  miles  square, ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  House  immediately  eonsidereU  the  report, 
ud  concurred  iu  it  without  division. 

MoNDAV.  Janoary  20. 

Mr.  Olih,  one  of  tbe  Represenlativea  from  the 

Sut0  of  Veimani,  preaeniad  lo  the  House  certain 


resolulioos  of  the  Oenprat  AsaemMy  of  the  said 
Stale,  proposing  bd  article  of  ameodnacol  lo  the 
Coostitution  of  tbe  United  Suies.  to  prevent  the 
importation  of  slaves,  or  people  of  color,  frooi  anf 
of  Ihe  Wiat  India  i»l>ndi<.  from  ihe  coasi  of  Af- 
rica, or  elsewhere,  inio  tbe  United  Slates,  or  any 
part  ih««of ;  which  were  read  mad  ordered  to  lie 
1  the  table. 

Mr.  Stanley  moved  the  following  resolution; 
Xfohed,  That  tbe  Preodent  of  the  nnited  Btatsa 
be  requested  to  canse  lo  be  laid  before  the  Hooae 
a  Ecnenl  retam  of  all  and  singulu'  the  warlike  storey 
tbe  property  of  the  United  Stale*,  within  the  same^ 
comprehending  ordnance  for  garrfaoBi  tnd  flosting  bab- 
terias,  of  iron  and  braae,  trom  a  fortj-two  poander  ts 
cannister,  grape,  dec.  with  carriageA  and  implemAi^ 
decaribtng  the  oonditiDo  of  the  sama,  whMhar  St  or 
onGt  for  aeniee,  nodof  tbe  pUoa  of  dapovt,  and  nudw 
whoae  dicectioa ;  mortaia,  bowitieia,  beds,  and  travd- 
ling  oarriagea,  of  different  calihees,  from  Bine  lo  (wo 
ponndei*,  with  ciinleen,  bokaa,  tambrota,  aannnition- 
wagons  with  hameB,  noting  where  ntnated  or  dapoHti- 
ed;  ibot,  shells,  grape,  and  eanniiter,  atUcbed  to  tba 
different  calibres  a*  above;  ammunition  and  eompoai- 
tioD  of  powder  in  oiagaiines,  arsenals,  aiitl  gnn-hguisa. 
Ordertd,  That  the  said  resolntion  do  lie  on  the 
table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson, 
Hfolped.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  iostrucied  to  inquire  into  ibeexpedieoo^ 
of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  legal  adjudication  of 
claims  set  up  Dy  persons  in  virtue  of  purchaiei^ 
or  transfers  from  purchsaers,  of  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  previous  to  the  emaoation  of  pants 
under  their  authority. 

Tbe  Hou«  resolved  iuelf  into  a  Cmnmittee  of 
tbe  Whole  on  tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Oot- 
ernor,  Secreiary.and  Judgea,  of  the  tale  Territory 
of  the  United  Slaiea  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio. 
Tbe  bill  waa  reported  without  amendment,  an4 
ordered  lo  be  engrossed,  and  read  tha  tbkd  time 
to-morrow. 

Tbe  House  resolved  jtaelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  lime  for  taking 
tbe  oath  aiid  giving  bond  in  cases  of  drawback 
and  for  other  pitrpones  j  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  tbe  said 
bill,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again,  and  the  bill 
was  recoramJtied  to  the  Commiitee  of  CommerM 
and  Idanufaciure*. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  an  addtiionnl  nppro- 
priation  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  appropria* 
lion  for  the  naval  service,  during  tbe  year  one 
tliotisaud  eight  hundred  and  five,  w»a  tend  the 
third  tiiqe  end  passed. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  NrcHOi-aoi*,  the  House  re- 
•olved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  wbole  Home 
on  a  bill  makioK  an  additional  appropriation  to 
supply  the  drGeiency  in  tbe  appropriation  for  tha 
naval  service  during  the  year  tS05. 

The  Cbairhan  having  read  over  the  bill,  Mr. 
NicnoLaoH  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  iium 
of  t350.CNX),  remarking  that  this  sum,  added  to 
thai  already  apprn[vieied.  smounied  to  S8OO,OO0^ 
which  constituted  Ihe  entire  defictency  for  tbe 
last  yenf. 
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Thix  motioa  vu  agram]  to  vitboai  debats — 
jeiti!  78. 

The  Committee  taeeaad  reported  tbeir  itKre«- 
meni  toibe  bill  witb  tlieaboTeaa)ei)dijieDC,wtiicb 
tbe  HousQ  immedialelf  look  jaio  coonideraiioD, 
aad  agreed  to,  and  ordcrFd  ihe  bill  lo  be  engnuKd 
tat  a  tliiid  Teadin«  ihia  dav. 

Oa  moiioD  of  Mr.  Orbgo,  the  House  went  ioto 
a  Comwitlee  or  ihe  Whole  oa  «  bill  to  extend  the 
powers  of  ibe  Surveyor  OeDerai  to  ihe  Territory 
of  Lauisiaaa,  and  for  other  purpoaex. 

Mr.  GREoattatedtbaiibeobject  of  this  bill  was 
b)  place  the  people  of  Louisiaaa  niib  re^rd  to 
ifee  public  lands  on  tlie  tame  footing  with  the 
people  of  the  Terriioriea  of  Indiaoa  and  Orleaos, 
which  object  had  aot  been  aiteoded  lo  ia  Lbe  acta 
orCoUEreas  recenily  p«sHd  od  thetubjecc 

Mr.  Greoq  moved  sevenl  sioendmeiiis,  which 
were  agreed  to,  aceonitnodaiiDg  the  verbal  lan- 
guage of  [he  bill  to  (hat  made  use  of  in  the  other 
Uod  laws. 

Od  moiioD  of  Mr.  Parke,  a  new  >ectioii  waa 
iotrodkKsd,  all  owi  DC  claim  a  a  la  of  land  either  un- 
der the  FreDch  or  Spanish  GoTerDmentB,  or  de- 
rived from  actual  settlemeDts,  or  from  other  aour- 
cea,  until  Ibe  Best  day  of  June,  to  give  evideaoe  of 
their  claimi  and  have  the  saiue  recorded,  aod  de- 
claring all  other  claims  aull  and  void  forever. 

Mr,  Gbeqg  moved  so  to  amend  ihc  bill  as  (o 
alluw  a  salary  of  $400  lo  the  principal  KOrveyoi, 
in  coasidetMUOD  of  his  being  oblwed  to  keep  ao 
office,  and  being  thereby  disabled  Ironi  exeouting 
many  surveys  himself. 
Motion  lost — yeas  26. 

Some  other  subordinatearaendmeDls  were  made, 
when  Ihe  Committee  roseand  repoiled  their  agree- 
ment to  the  bill,  with  sundry  amendmenta, 

Tbe  House  immediately  considered  the  report, 
and  concurred  in  all  the  amendinents,  except  that 
for  introducing  a  new  section,  offered  by  Mr. 
Parse,  to  which  the?  disagFeed,  only  ten  aiem 
bert  ribing  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  GBBoa  renewed  his  amaodment  for  allow- 
ios  a  aalftry  of  HOO  lo  the  principal  surveyor, 
which  was  disagreed  to— yeas  42,  nays  43. 
Ordered,  Thai  the  bill  be  engroiaed  for  a  third 


ELIZABETH  PECKHAH. 

Hr.  CRowMiNausLD,  from  tha  OtHBBiittee  of 
Comnerca  and  Mattofactures,  haviag  eonsiitercd 
the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Feokham.  of  North 
Kington,  in  the  Stale  of  Rhode  klimd,  widow 
of  Beiwdiet  Peckham,  raferred  to  ihera  by  the 
HoDseof  Repveaenutive^  on  the  IKh  of  Decem- 
ber, Hibniiiied  the  folio wiog  report: 

The  petitioner  itales  that  her  hnsbsnd,  Benadkt 
Psckhun,  in  the  montk  ef  Auguat,  1801,  aailad  froia 
Bbode  Uaod  on  a  loyaf  e  to  the  Wert  Indiea,  and  iai- 
poilBd  fTon  tbence,  into  Wulntiglon  diitiict.  North 
CBToIuia,  about  twea^-two  hogiheads  of  inn,  and 
there  entered  and  landed  die  aame,  and  gave  bond 
with  William  Rcai,  asMvet;  far  tbsdatie>,saioanting 
te  six  buDilred  aad  sigbteen  dollars  SAd  Ibitj-GiQr 
csnta.  That  the  maikela  not  sniwEring  the  eipecta- 
tarns  of  the  aaid  Packhani,  he  reshippad  tJiB  said  nun. 


and  iMk  paavage  therewith  himself  for  Nm>  ToA, 
■bout  the  18th  or  Pebmary,  1808.  That,  soon  slUe, 
■  vioLaat  sloroi  came  on,  sad  cvithont  doubt  the  venael 
and  every  person  on  bowd  were  kiat,  ss  they  have 
UBvei  been  heafd  a{  since  that  time.  Tbst  the  said 
Koaa  ivBi  obliged  lo  pal  the  duties  on  the  nun,  and 
cammenced  his  action  therefor,  and  sUacheJ  a  dvrel- 
ling-house  and  four  scree  of  Isnd,  situated  tu  North 
RingMon,  in  Rhode  lalanil,  on  nhich  the  petitioner  re- 
sided with  her  children,  and  abtalnni  judgment  on  hia 
suit,  and  caused  the  house  and  land  to  be  edld  at  auc- 
tion. The  petitioner  fiinher  ilates  Ihat  the  eaid  Peck- 
ham  died  in  debt  to  the  amount  of  the  remainder  <tf 
his  estate,  and  that  she  with  her  ni  diildren  are  turned 
ovt  oT  their  hmpe  in  oonseqnence  of  this  deetsiaii. 

The  petitioner  prsva  Ibat  die  amount  of  duty  an  the 
.  twaoty-tsm  bogshaaitt  of  mm  may  bs  reftinded. 

The  oomnittaa  eanaidei  this  as  a  hard  eaae,  and  if 
Ikeir  hamanifj  alone  was  to  be  osDsulied  oo  the  oa- 
caakta,  thej  conU  not  hneilsin  to  reoommend  that  ttta 
wished  for  relief  shenld  be  giuiled ;  bat  thej  oaout 
venture  to  recommend  a  deviation  from  Ibe  invsrisbla 

Sctice  of  the  House  on  all  similar  applicaliana.  The 
isions  have  been  tuunded  on  strict  commercial  jna- 
dee.  When  articles  are  impartsil  snd  banded  at  the 
cnstam-hause,  the  duties  form  a  part  of  their  vsloe, 
and  immediately  become  an  insurable  intereat.  In  the 
case  under  consideration,  the  rum  might  hsve  been  in- 
sured, (slthougb  it  is  not  stated  ihst  it  was  inauredj) 
aod  Ibe  loss  would  have  biten  an  the  undenvritsra.  It 
is  true  it  was  not  consumed  in  the  country  ;  this,  how- 
ever, ought  not  to  make  any  difference,  tf  it  is  condd- 
ered  that  the  artide  was  going  from  pnrt  to  port  in  the 
United  Stales,  with  eoaating  documents,  no  bonds  ha** 
ing  been  givm  to  eiporl  it  la  a  (waii(n  ooanlry.  If 
tfauelain  is  alieared,  it  would  be  equally  fair  ta  re* 
fnnd  die  doliea  on  all  goods  which  may  rooeiTe  daw 
sge  afker  hnportalioB,  aad  previans  to  Htm  eonsampi 
tion,  aad  even  in  oassa  af  toas  by  fir^  slannBk  anA 
from  every  secidciit  or  injar;  whatever. 

Considering,  tharefore,  the  danger  that  would  arise 
ftom  innovsting  upon  the  reventw  syateia  of  the  lUni- 
tad  States,  in  s  prindple  of  this  magnitude,  the  ood^ 
mittee  are  induced  to  offer  the  Ibltowing  resolution  : 

Saohtd,  That  Ihe  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw her  petition. 

The  report  was  agreed  to, 

IMPOirPATIOBf  OP  SLAVER 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  ou  a  moiioD  of  the  tenth  ultimo,  "for 
imposing  a  (ax  or  duty  of  ten  dollars  per  bead 
upon  ail  slaves  heieafttir  imported  ioto  any  of  th» 
United  Stales." 

Mr,  Sloan  said,  he  would  not  lake  up  much  of 
the  time  of  the  House  in  discuating  a  resolution, 
the  object  of  which  was  so  plain  as  rendered  ic 
scarcely  jiossible  to  elucidate  ic.  He  would  read 
that  section  of  the  CoOHlituiioD  which  ^ave  Con- 
gress ihe  po  wer  of  legislating  on  this  subject,  whicli 
was  so  clear  as  to  require  nothing  .to  be  said  In 
addition  lo  it. 
The  ninth  section  of  the  first  article  is  in  these 

"  The  migralion  or  importation  of  such  persona  sa 
any  of  the  States  now  existing  sbsll  think  proper  ta 
admit)  ahall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress,  prior  to 
the  yaei  1S08 ;  but  a  lax  or  da^  may  ha  impoead  oa 
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Midi  imiMrtalkui,  not  ucMdiof  ten  doIUii  tia  each 

1  coneeJTv.utd  Mr.  Sloan,  ihai,  by  (hU  article, 
riafes  are  maJe  id  ariiclcoriniDoriaiion,  ia  coiii- 
nlon  wiib  oth^r  articles  imported.  Congress  have 
the  same  puwer  to  lay  a  lax  of  ten  dollars  a  head 
OD  Ibem,  as  they  bave  to  lay  an  unlioiiled  tax  od 
KT*Tj  oiher  imparled  article.  I  presuioe  erery 
member  of  this  t^oromiitee  hat  duly  coasidered 
the  subject,  and  has  made  up  his  mind  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  resolution.  For  my  owa  pari  1 
can  see  no  reasoa  Thy  this  ariicle  of  importatioa 
should  remain  nrithuul  duty,  while  all  othem  pay 
ooe.  For  these  leasoas  [  hope  the  Committee 
will  agree  to  ihe  reaoluiiaa. 

The  article  of  the  Constkiulion,  together  with 
the  resolution,  hiTing  beeu  read  at  the  request  of 
Hr.  Dana,  he  called  upoa  the  tnoTer  of  the  reso- 
lutJOD  to  aasiga  hi*  reaaoni  fur  uiiog  the  word 
■fore*  instead  of  the  word  peravn*,  the  term  used 
in  ihe  ConsiitutioD. 

Mr.  Clahk  hoped  the  Commitiee  would  not 
agree  to  the  reaoluiion.  He  was  no  advocate  for 
a  syKieiu  of  slavery ;  but  he  supposed  the  adoption 
of  tbis  resolution  could  only  be  considered  as  ex- 
pressing the  opiniiin  of  Congress,  of  the  impropri- 
ety of  importing  slaves.  As  to  ihe  revenue  lo  be 
raised,  ii  was  loo  inconsiderable  to  be  worthy 
of  any  atieniiou.  He  was  opposed  to  ibe  reso- 
lution, because  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  would 
be  partial  in  its  operalioa,  ioasmuch  an  there 
were  only  two  States,  South  Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia, wliich  did  not  prohibit  the  importatioD  of 
alaves,  at  which  it  must  consequently  be  con- 
■idered  as  levelled.  The  more  he  leBected  on 
the  subject,  the  more  he  doubled  the  propriety 
of  that  apeoiesoriegislatioo  which  bore  exclusive- 
ly on  a  particular  section  of  the  United  Slates, 
nor  did  it  become  the  Gtoveroraent  of  the  United 
States  to  Interfere  with  the  internal  police  of  the 
Stales,  whioh  were,  in  ibis  respect,  sovereign  and 
independent.  For  these  reasons,  he  trusted  the 
resolution  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  EAittr  rose  barely  to  correct  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Clahk.)  in  the  remark 
he  had  made  relative  to  ihe  Bute  of  Oeorgia. 
There  existed  no  law  in  that  Slate  permitting  the 
importation  ofslaves;  on  the  contrary,  there  was 
an  article  in  their  consiiiutiun  prohibiting  it. 

Mr.  Marioi*  said,  this  was  lu  be  eonsidered  as 
a  question  uf  revenue.  With  regard  to  the  policy 
of  imporiing  alaves,  that  was  left,  until  the  year 
1808,  exclusively  to  the  States.  If  ibis  resolulioo 
was  loieoded  to  express  the  disapprobation  of  the 
Gkoeral  Qovernment  of  Ihe  legitimate  act  of  a 
particular  Stale,  he  should  deem  it  proper.  As 
well  might  Congress  undertake  lo  express  its  dis- 
approbation of  Ihe  election  of  S  Qovernnr  chosen 
ID  a  pariicular  Stale;  hia  objection  arose  from 
the  parualii)[  and  iojuatice  of  the  resolution.  If 
in  operation  it  was  b«  extensive  as  it  appeared  lo 
be  in  words,  or  if  he  thought  it  would  prevent  a 
alogle  slave  from  being  imporied  into  the  United 
Stateit,  it  ehould  receive  his  hearty  support ;  bui 
the  very  limitaiioD  uf  the  lax  by  the  Coostiiuilon 
to  («a  doliaii,  was  iuleoded  lo  pierent  Congieai 


from  liyieg  a  duly  which  sfaotilij  prevent  ihe 
importation;  it  could  not.  therefore,  prereut  the 
importation  of  a  single  slave.  It  followed  that 
revenne  cuuld  be  ihe  only  object.  Whether,  for 
this  alone,  we  should  lay  a  tax  that  would  fait 
exclusively  on  one  State,  was  worthy  of  consid- 
eration. That  Slate  already  bore  her  full  propoi- 
tion  of  the  public  burdens,  and  even  more  iliaB 
her  proportion.  In  point  of  numbers,  ahe  can< 
laiaed  about  one  siiieentb  part  of  the  Union, 
and  therefore,  on  the  basis  of  numbers,  onght 
not  lo  be  called  on  to  pay  a  quota  or  more 
than  six  per  centum  on  the  whole  amount  of 
taxes.  Her  quota,  on  the  principle  on  which 
direct  taxes  were  imposed,  ought  not  lo  be  mote 
than  four  per  centum  and  four  buitdredihs.  Oa 
examinaiion,  it  will  be  found  that  the  doiies 
paid  in  South  Carolina  on  imported  articles, 
amount  lo  between  one  ihirieenlh,  and  ooe-foot- 
leenih  part  of  the  whole  duties  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury, which  is  between  seven  and  eight  per  cent, 
of  the  whole.  When  it  is  oensidered  that  no 
goods  are  imported  into  South  Carolina  for  the 
consumplion  of  the  other  States,  for  it  was  known, 
Mr.  M.  said,  from  the  operation  of  causes  which 
he  would  not  underlake  to  explain,  that  gooda 
were  considerably  higher  in  Charleston  than  in 
the  other  States,  and  that,  consequently,  a  cheap- 
er bupply  of  goods  could  be  oblained  from  other 
Slates  than  from  Souih  Carolina ;  and  wben,  to  . 
ifaia  circumstance,  ti  was  added  ihsi  South  Caro- 
lina paid  her  portion  of  duties  on  East  India 
goods,  which  ihe  derived  from  the  importation  of 
other  States,  it  would  be  found  that  she  paid  a 
siill  higher  proportion  of  duties.  Under  these 
coos  id  e  rations  are  Congress  prepared  to  lay  adulf 
on  her  alone,  for  such  it  certainly  was  1  Coming 
from  Ihe  State  he  did,  Mr.  M,  said,  it  might  be  sup- 


ai  any  other  member  of  the  Houk.  He  had  uni- 
formly opposed  the  importation  of  slaves,  and 
were  he  to  collect  the  sentiments  of  his  constitu- 
enlafrom  the  vote  of  their  immediate  Represent- 
atives on  a  recent  occasion,  it  would  be  found 
that  a  majority  of  them  were  likewise  opposed  to 
it.  Ai  to  himself,  he  was,  in  Iruih,  individoallr 
iniereMed  in  preventing  ihe  imporlaiion  of  Javes. 
He  never  haa  purchased,  nor  should  be  ever  pur- 
chase a  slave.  The  greater,  therefore,  the  restric- 
lioQ  imposed  on  the  importation,  the  more  would 
ii  raiw  the  value  of  those  be  possesied. 

Mr.  8 ODTH A BD  declared  himself  in  favoroflba 
resolailon.  Tlis  only  regret  was,  that  tt  was  not 
in  the  power  of  Congress  to  lay  a  more  effectual 
tax.  He  thoughi  Congress  bad  a  right  to  declare 
their  opinion  of  a  practice  so  injurious  to  the 
country.  The  idea  was  held  up  in  the  CoDstiio- 
tion  that  slaves  were  a  proper  objeol  of  taxaiion. 
He  believed  the  lax  would  prevent  few  persons 
from  being  imported.  About  two  years  ago  a 
similar  resolution  had  been  agitated  tn  thia  House. 
it  was  then  said  the  Lesislaiure  of  South  Caro- 
lina were  in  session,  and  thai  there  was  a  great 
probability  of  iheir  repealing  the  obnoxious  law. 
On  Uiii  ground  theconaidenilioiiof  the  rvsolntioa 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


349 


HIBTORT  OP  CONGRESS. 


360 


JlRDABT,  1600. 


Importation  of  Slaou. 


H.ofR. 


wa*  poMpoDed.  Last  teetUm,  n  limtlar  rnoluiioD 
wi«  brought  forward,  and  was,  owio^  to  a  pre»- 
(ore  of  busioesH,  Hgain  postponed.  Mr.  Souihard 
EBid  there  wbb  no  doabi,  if  itie  resolution  hid  heen 
acted  upon  two  year)  ago,  and  Congress  had  ex- 
ercined  their  ConMiiuiiunal  power,  it  wouliJ  hare 
prevented  a  Tast  OQiuber  of  slaves  from  being  im- 
poried.  It  is  said,  however,  that  (his  resolutioo 
will  operate  partixll^  on  SoDlh  Carolina,  but  it 
has  not  Souih  Carolina  particularly  in  view,  but 
principle ;  and  if  that  priociplE  be  correct,  let  it 
operate  where  il  may,  let  ine  people  of  South 
Carolina  feci  the  weight  of  it;  it  is  right  they 
should.  As  the  proposed  lax  may  prevent  a  few, 
perbaps  a  single  one  of  these  miserable  crealares 
from  being  torn  from  the  bosoin  of  their  family 
and  country,  in  violaiioo  of  the  ties  of  nature  and 
the  principles  of  justice,  the  time  of  Congress  will 
be  well  taken  up  in  imposing  it,  nor  has  any  Slate 
a  richt  to  complain  of  such  treatment;  for,  if  the 
traffic  is  profitable  they  can  well  afford  topay  foril. 
Mr.  S.  concluded,  hy  declaring  that,  not  revenue, 
btil  an  expression  of  the  national  sentiment  was 
his  principal  object. 

Mr.  U  Alt  A  said,  ibal  blacic  men  were  not  the 
only  men  imported  into  iheUaited  Slates.  If  the 
object  of  this  tax  was  only  to  obiain  revenue,  (and 
it  really  appeared  to  him  that  we  wanted  all  the 
revenue  we  could  get,)  ii  might,  perhaps,  be  right 
to  ret  as  much  revenue  as  possible  from  the  impor- 
tation of  men.  To  hava  this  point  elucidated,  and 
to  learn  the  precise  grounds  of  the  mover  in  offer- 
ing  this  resoluuon,  he  moved  to  substitute  the 
-word  ffraons,  in  lieu  of  the  word  tlavet. 

Mr.  Albton  said,  in  seconding  this  amend- 
ment, his  object  was  to  preserve  the  words  of  the 
Constitution,  instead  of  deriatins  from  them  into 
the  language  of  the  resolution.  He  defied  gentle- 
men to  show  him  the  word  slave  in  the  Constitu- 
lioa  :  no  such  word  was  found  in  the  Oousiilu- 
lioD.  Here  Mr.  A.  read  thai  pari  of  ihe  Constiia- 
tion  already  recited,  and  then  proceeded:  The 
word  here  used,  is  person,  not  ilaoe.  Where  the 
genileman  found  the  latter  word,  I  amaltogeiher 
ataloss  to  know.  In  laying  this  taiouslavM,  we 
shall  defeat  a  very  important  part  of  the  Cunsli- 
tution,  irhich  says  all  taxes  and  duties  shall  be 
oniforin.  From  the  constitutions  of  the  South- 
ern States,  it  is  impossible  for  this  lax  to  apply  to 
them  ;  and  in  many  of  the  other  Stales  there  is^  I 
believe,a  similar  provision  prohibiting  theadmis- 
tioQ  of  slam.  Under  the  constitution  ofConnec- 
ticnt,  every  man  is  free  the  moment  he  puis  bis 
foot  on  their  ground.  This  tax,  therefore,  cannot 
apply  to  that  State,  unless  they  alter  their  consii- 
toiion,  or  their  steady  habits,  whichever  gentle- 
men may  call  them.  In  Ohio,  there  is  a  like  pro- 
hibition. How  then  are  gentlemen  attempting  to 
legislate  on  the  subject  1  If  the  object  of  the  teno- 
tution  were  to  prohibit  the  importation  ofslaves, 
I  believe  I  should  join  them  In  bupporling  it.  I 
am  willing  that  no  more  of  that  description  of 
people  should  set  foot  on  our  shores;  but  this  will 
not  be  iia  effect.  On  the  contrary,  il  will  be  par- 
tial in  ita  operation,  and  fall  exclusively  on  Bouih 
CatoUoa  and  a  few  of  the  oihet  Statei^  whoae 


constitutions  permit  the  importation  of  slaves. 
With  these  consiliuiions  Congress  are  presumed 
to  be,  and  are,  acquainted;  tbetr  acts  ought  to 
harmonize  with  them,  and  they  ought  not  to  pass 
a  law  which  does  not  operate  equally  on  all  the 
States.  In  the  present  instance,  we  see  Sooih 
Carolina  nearly  equally  divided  in  opinion.  Is  it 
proper  in  Congress,  under  these  circumstances,  to 
pass  an  act  lo  censure  them?  Can  we  prohibit 
the  importation  1  No ;  we  are  merely,  then,  sanc- 
tioning the  commerce,  and  imposing  a  (ax  that 
amounts  !□  nothing.  What  good  reason  is  there 
fer  bringing  forward  this  subject  at  this  time  T  in 
two  years  we  shall  have  the  power  to  prohibit 
the  trade  aliogelher.  Then  this  House  will  bo 
unanimous ;  no  one  will  object  to  exercising  our 
fnll  Consiituiional  powers.  But  to  bring  the  sub- 
ject forward  in  its  present  shape  can  only  tend  to 
divide  as,  without  doing  the  least  benefit.  I  hope 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Cooneciicut 
will  prevAil,  and  that  we  shall  adhere  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Smilie.— There  is  no  doubt  but,  by  the 
Constitution,  we  have  a  right  to  prohibit,  so  far  a« 
the  imposition  of  a  tax  of  ten  dollars  can  have  the 
effect,  the  importation  of  slaves  or  freemen,  pro- 


the  measure.  And  il 
opinion,  that  the  policy  of  the  United  Stales  re- 
quires a  prohibition  of  the  emigration  of  all  such 
C ergons,  they  will  agree  to  the  amendment;  they 
are  a  righi  to  do  it.  But  I  do  not  believe  this  is 
the  disposition  of  the  present  House,  or  of  any 
thai  has  sat  uader  the  Conjtiiutlon.  The  gentle- 
man rests  his  amendment  on  the  word  ptrton, 
and  concludes  it  to  be  necessary,  because  [he  word 
slave  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution.  I  re^ 
joice  that  that  word  isnol  in  the  Cunsitluiion;  ib 
not  being  there  does  honor  to  the  worthies  who 
would  not  suffer  it  to  become  a  part  of  it.  What 
are  ibe  facts  connected  with  this  business?  They 
are  these;  When  Congress  were  sitting  and  legis- 
lating for  a  free  people,  ibey  determined  not  to 
stain  the  Constitution  with  that  word.  The  thing 
was  perfectly  anderstood  in  the  Convention.  The 
power,  as  it  stands  modified,  was  the  re^tuttofihat 
spirit  of  concession  and  compromise  which,  in 
Ibis  as  in  many  other  instances,  characterizes  the 
Constiiuiian.  With  regard  to  the  allegation,  ihat 
this  tax  would  operate  partially  and  severely,  I 
see,  on  reflection,  nothing  ia  it.  The  right  [o  im- 
pose duties  on  all  other  articles  except  this,  ia  un- 
limited, and  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  in  this 
instance,  has  the  power  completely  to  get  rid  of 
Ibis  lax.  She  has  only  to  repeal  her  law,  and  she 
will  have  no  tax  to  pay.  But  if  that  or  any  oiher 
State  pursue  a  trade  which  justice  or  good  policy 
forbid,  ihey  must  submit  to  the  Constiiuiional 
powers  of  Congress.  We  are  placed  now  in  a 
delicate  and  trying  situation;  the  resolution  is 
actually  before  us;  and  the  only  question  is,  whe- 
ther we  will  or  will  not  declare  our  approbation 
of  this  iniquitous  traffic.  As  to  revenue,  it  is  no 
object  to  roe.  Revenue,  no  doubt,  will  grow  ont 
of  the  measure,  but  that  alone  would  not  induce 
me  to  patrauiM  iL    1  have  another  and  ti  highei 
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object — to  expresa  our  dittpprobatioo  of  this  traf- 
fic, to  maoife*!  to  ibe  warltl  cbat.  as  ibe  Reprc- 
■eDUiiTe.-i  of  a  free  people,  we  will,  aa  far  at  we 
can,  ezpre»<  our  opiDJoQ  of  it. 

The  CsAiRXAH  aere  ioierrupted  Mr.  Smilib,  by 
alatio^  thai  tbe  question  was  on  lbs  aawodoient, 
to  wbich  the  remark*  of  genllemea  oauEt  be  con- 
Mr.  FcsKhoiied  that  the  amendmeDt  would  not 
prevail.  Oenileoien  tell  us  the  resolution  must 
be  in  the  words  of  the  Cuostitution.  and  that  it  i* 
IMrlial.  He  would  consider  how  far  this  argu- 
ment would  curry  them.  It  is  observed  that  it  is 
improper  locallin  question  the  rights  of  the  Staievj 
but,  acording  to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  if  the  State  of  Miusachu- 
sett!)  should  prohibit  bet  citiiens  froto  coosutiiing 
tea  or  coffee,  Coozresi  would  be  UDder.lh«  necea 
aity  of  repealioi;  ine  duties  on  those  articles,  and 
in  ibis  way  many  other  acts  of  the  Stale*  would 
prerent  Coogreas  rrom  exercising  their  Coo^iilu- 
tional  powers.  These  things  are  in  iha  power  of 
ihi:  Statei;  they  are  free  to  exerciae  tbein  or  not 
tn  exercise  Ibera.  When  I  hey  conduce  to  their 
beneGi,  ibey  will  exercise  them;  and  when  ibey 
cease  to  be  beneficial,  they  will  abandon  ihem. 
Congress  have  the  same  righi  to  lay  a  lax  in  one 
case  aa  in  the  other,  Bccordiog  as  (he  public  ^ood 
will  be  advanced  by  the  imponitioo,  as  well  ot  the 
limited  lax  on  slaves,  as  of  the  unlimited  tax  on 
other  ohjecia.  !□  ihin  resolution  Ibere  ia  n«  par- 
tiality ;  It  applies  to  all  ihe  Slates,  as  well  tboae 
who  have  probibiiory  laws  or  coasticuiions  aa 
those  who  have  not.  For  it  is  incorrect  to  say, 
becau.ie  some  States  have  Const ituti anal  provis- 
ions on  the  subject,  the  tax  ia  therefore  inapplica- 
ble to  ihem,  becBuae  ihey  have  the  power  of  alter- 
ing tbeir  con K I i unions,  and  what  is  sa  force  to- 
day may  be  abandoned  to-morrow.  To  agree  to 
the  amendment  would  be,  to  bold  out  the  idea  lo 
foreigners,  about  to  escape  from  the  tyranny  and 
injustice  of  Europe,  that  we  meant  lo  refuse  ibem 
■n  asylum  in  our  country.  It  it,  indeed,  to  be  pre- 
■Dmed  thai  ibe  mover  of  the  amendment  is  against 
the  whole  resolution,  an^  brought  forward  the 
one  to  defeat  ihe  oth^r. 

Mr.  BcniitQER  moved  that  the  Committee 
ahonld  rii>e.  He  said  the  subject  waa  importanti 
it  was  late  in  the  day,  and  be  thot^ht  they  ought 
to  take  more  lime  to  reflect  on  it  before  they  came 
to  a  decisioo. 

This  million  having  been  agreed  to — ayes  64 — 
the  Commiiiee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  ailc<  ' 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Dawbon  hoped  that  they  would  not  have 
leave,  but  that  the  resolution  would  be  postponed 
till  tome  time  in  May. 


yeas  and  naysj>H  the  quesiinn.  which  being  taken, 
were,  yets  98,  nays  15,  as  follows : 

Ta*»— Isaac  AnderaoD,  John  Arehn,  Joseph  Bu- 
kar,  BanvfU  Baasett,  Oeorgii  H.  bMJingar,  Banabaa 
BiJiraU,  John  Blake,  jun„  Thomaa  Blnont,  Jamaa  M. 
Broom,  Robrtt  Brown,  John  Bojla,  Oeorga  W.  Camp- 
bell, Levi  Caatj,  Jolw  Cbandler,  Uaain  Chiumdai^ 


JiAn  Ckibome,  Ownse  (%Btan,  jnn.,  Loenaid  Cn<> 
ingtoo,  Jacob  CinwniwUBU,  Ricban)  Cntta,  Bamnd 
W.  Dana,  Eva  Darby,  Jahn  Davenport,  jnn,,  William 
DickaoD,  Jamet  Elliot,  Ebmeaer  Elmer,  Wilbam  EI7, 
John  W.  Eppea,  WiUiAm  Findlcy,  Judw  Fiak,  Jolia 
Fuwlei,  ivam  H.  Garnett.  CbarUa  Goldaboraugh, 
Andrew  Grsgg,  Isaiih  L.  Green,  Silas  Halaey,  John 
Hamilton,  Satb  Hattinp,  Wiiriam  Hebna,  David 
Holmea,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Jamea  Kelly, 
Thomas  Kenan,  John  Lsmbert,  Michael  Leib,  Jo«|Jt 
Lewia,  jnn.,  Joaiah  Masters,  William  McCreery,  Nidio. 
I»,  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrovr,  Jona- 
dian  O.  Moacly,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Bogar  Nelioa, 
TboiDsa  Newton,  jnn.,  Joeeph  H.  Nicholaon,  GidecM 
Olin,  Timathy  Pitkin,  Jan.,  J<rfin  Pagk,  Jomah<)aincf, 
Thomaa  M.  ilaodolpb,  JiAn  Rea,  of  PeoBnlvani^ 
John  RosatU,  Petar  SsiDy,  Thomas  Sammoiia,  iSieniai 
SuHMbrd,  Martin  O.  Schoneman,  EbeacMT  Saawr, 
JtiMa  fitoan,  Joha  Bmilie,  John  Cotton  Bmidi,  Joba 
Smith,  SamiiBJ  Soutti,  Henry  Bovthanl,  Thonaa  Spald- 
ing Richard  Btanlbrd,  Joseph  BtanloD,  WillimB  8l«d- 
man,  l-ewia  B.  Stwiaa,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
TallnaJga,  Ptiilip  B.  Thompaon,  Thomas  W.  Tbomp- 
■on,  Ilii  Tracy,  Abiam  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Coitlsoih, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rennelaer,  JoMph  B.  Vamum,  Dan- 
iel  C.  Verplanck,  Peleg  Wadnvotih,  Matthew  Wslioo,  - 
John  Wbitebill,  Robert  WhilehilU  Eiiphstel  Mickey 
Marmaduke  Williama,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Joseph 
Winston. 

NiTt— Willis  Alston,  jnn.,  John  CampMI,  Chria- 
to|Aer  Claik,  John  Ulaplon,  John  Dawson,  Peler 
Early,  Edwin  Gray.  Jamea  Holland,  Robert  Marion, 
David  Meriwether,  Thomaa  Moore,  John  Rhea  oTTen- 
neaaee.  O'Brien  Smith,  David  Thomaa,  and  Ihtvid  R. 
Williama. 

TniaDtT,  January  21. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NcLaoit, 

Betoletd,  That  a  commiiiee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whethi-r  any,  and  what,  alieratioDs  are 
necessary  in  the  crimiaal.  civil,  or  equitable  jur- 
indicliou  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  District  of 
Colambia;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  10 
report  by  bilL  or  olberwisc. 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Roger Hblson,  Mr.  Jaci- 
Bon,  Mr.  Ely,  Mr.  Oeohoe  W.  Campbell,  and 
Mr.  Elliot,  be  appointed  a  committee,  pcrsnaot 
to  the  said  resolution. 

Mr.  QsEoa,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Poblic 
Lands,  to  whom  were  referred,  oa  the  ihir- 
teenth  instant,  tbe  petitions  of  Eoodry  inhabitants 
of  Randolph  and  St.  Clair  counties,  in  the  Indi- 
ana Territory,  made  a  report  thereon;  wbich  wai 
read,  and  considered ;  Whereupon, 

Raaloed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  peliiionen 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  GoTernor, 
Secretary,  and  Judi^es,  of  the  late  Territory  of  tha 
United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio.  WU 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  eogro.ssed  bill  extending  the  powers  of  ike 
Surveyor  Oeneral  to  the  Territory  of  Louisiana, 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  ihe  third  lime 
and  pasted. 

CONTINGENT  EIPENSBB, 

Mr.  Barlt  taid  he  held  in  his  hand  a  resola- 
tioB  iDMraelkg  tht  Committee  of  Waya  and 
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Means  to  inquire  intoihe  elpediencyof  r^qai 
the  Secrelariei  of  Staia  Treasury,  War, 
Kary,  la  lay  before  Congr«»i  at  the  opening  of 
every  session  a  ileuiled  statement  of  the  eKpeiidi- 
lure  of  tbe  nioneys  apprupriated  to  ibe  coniin^enl 
expenseii  of  their  drpartinrnLa.  He  would  briefty 
■tale  hi*  reatoni  for  offeriog  (bin  liiotioa.  Tlic 
ntuoryB  fur  the  eoDi»f[aBt  purpoMS  of  the  Gu*- 
criim«ai  were  Ibe  only  dtscriMioa  of  up«i>diiureii 
.  wbiah  were  sot  ««atTolIed  bj  th«  Hmne.  Ortr 
every  other  branch  of  etfpenditDfe  the  Holna  ex- 
erelMda  eontrni  byipteifyineitith  defiolteclnN 
neis  ihe  reapeiftiTe  objecn  or  ekpndirtire  when 
an  apprapriaiion  was  taade.  But  tbe  moneys  ap- 
propriated for  contifrgeot  jwirpose*.  Were  le'ft  ei- 
cluiiirely  to  tbe  discretion  of  the  different  officei's 
presidio^  over  the  seveml  departments,  in  which 
they  wCfe  alone  governed  by  ttiei*  oWo  will  and 
juit^meot.  The  oiily  check  which  could  be  ex- 
ercised  over  this  description  of  expenditures  was 
to  require  a  detailed  stateraeat  of  disbursetnents. 
It  would  be  recollected  that  a  coramittee  had 
been  appointed  HOme  time  since  to  investigate  the 
Accounts  of  several  officers  of  the  Government, 
and  that  they  made  a  detailed  repurl  to  the  Huu.<>i;. 
Abuui  Jial  lirae.  it  bad  been  coalFmplated  to  take 
the  step  which  ne  now  suggested,  but  fur  some 
reasons  it  had  never  been  taken.  Mr.  Eablt 
aaid  he  bv  no  meaas  wiaheil  to  be  uodersiood  as 
eatertaiaing  the  idea  ibni  the  discreiioo  with 
which  the  faetds  of  deparinaeDi  were  clothed  had 
been  abowd.  He  knew  of  no  facta  to  jaaiify  such 
an  opinion.  It  was  on  the  grtnmd  of  priociple 
only  that  lie  ofered  this  reeoluiion.  Throv|h  the 
foar  great  departments  whfch  be  had  raeotionei), 
passed  niDe-leoths  of  the  whole  rtioaey  appropria- 
ted hf  Congress;  and  on  looking  at  the  statem^dt 
CooiHined  in  ih^  estimates  of  the  Secretary  nfthe 
Treasury,  be  found  that  more  than  one  fourth  of 
the  whule  Bmaant  of  money  esttmaied  as  neces- 
sary for  the  several  departments,  was  for  contin- 


Ibai  llie  whole  expenaes  of  tbe  Denai _ 

State  were  827,000,  of  which  $14,400,  were  for 
Contingent  purposes.  Under  the  bead  of  foreiga 
inle. course  91^.500,  were  estimated  a^  necessary; 
of  which  $76,000,  were  for  contingeat  purposes. 
The  esiiniaies  for  the  Treasury  Department  were 
972,100,  of  which  13,l00  were  for  contingent  pur- 
pows.  Th«.e)tii males  for  the  War  Departmest 
Were  029,400,  of  wbich  8,000,  were  fur  c«atingeiii 
purpossa.  Tile  eKtiuntte*  btr  tbe  Military  fiataii- 
UsbmeDt  were  $900,500,  of  which  16,000  were 
fur  contingent  purpwea.  "the  esiimatea  for  the 
NavyDepariraeat  were  «2),10a  of  which  2,700 
were  for  eontiugent  purposes.  The  eniitiBtes  fur 
Ihe  Naval  Biubltibitteni  were  tSGJ,  800,  of  which 
(411.900,  irere  fur  eoniin^BC  porposea.  Mr. 
Earlt  ttid  be  iTesQinett  this  view  of  the  suhjeol 
would  justify  hini  ie  tbe  eyes  of  tbe  memhers  of 
the  Hou»e  in  oSeritigthe  resolation.  The  reso 
tntioo  wa^  aireed  to,  a.i  follows: 

Raohtd,  That  the  Canrotttee  of  Ways  and  Means 

be  tiutracted  to  mquhi  into  tbe  axpcdiency  of  makin; 

provision  by  law,  lor  lequiring  the  Secretary  of  Slate, 

tha  Beereur;  of  tbe  TrMutn;,  Oe  Beeietary  of  Wttf, 
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and  the  Secretarj  of  the  Navy,  to  Uy  before  Conftma 
sanuslly  a  detailed  HFcoant  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
fond  ippropriated  Ibr  the  contingent  expense*  of  ibdT 
Several  Depirdnenta,  respectively. 

POTOMAC  RIVER. 

Mr.  PmLfr  R.  TvoHPnoif,  from  th«  eotnirtiitea 
10  whom  were  referred  tbe  peiitiun  of  sAitdry 
tflhabitanie  of  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  th6 
Dtrtriet  ofCulaAiMtf ;  the  petftioo  of  stJndry  crtt> 
2ens  of  the  United  States,  rexident  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Columbia;  the  memorial  of  sundry  inhabt- 
tantsofOeorgetuffn,  in  the  District  of  Columbia; 
Ihe  roeitioriarof  sundry  iohabiiaoti  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  residing  oh  the  west  side  of  Tibet 
creek;  and  ibe  oiemorial  of  John  P.  Van  Nes^ 
made  the  following  repu-t: 

Tbe  patitikDa  of  the  inbabitanta  of  titt  tom  bM 
eouBtj  af  Alauodtia,  end  of  the  dMimm  feeident  w 
the  Territory  of  Colun]l)i8,  Male:  That  an  ee*f  iaUm- 
eoune  between  tbe  town  (rfAleianriria  and  tfae  City 
of  WaaUogtOB,  wttieb  i*  at  prneol  prevented  by  tlw 
iBierrantion  of  tbe  river  Pon>iaac.  b>  extrenaiy  dedt^ 
able ;  Ibat  ibia  uttetcoarae  ia  especially  ioMrrupleil  M 
that  (easun  of  Ibe  year  Wfaen  Ibe  river  ia  olatrueted  fay 
ioe ;  tbai  a  bridge  from  Marytaad  Avenwa  to  AleXai^ 
dei's  iaUnd  neuM  fccUitata  tba  eomBanioatien,  aheite* 
the  roule  of  tba  nail  at  leaat  ox  miles,  aad  be  ^Uai^ 
ally  beneAdal  to  the  citken*  of  lb«  UiHled  Btaieai  that 
they  are  penoaded  tbe  bridge  contemplated  by  IbeiT 
petitiona  will,  at  leaie  period,  be  carried  into  eflBCt,  ■Ii4 
they  view  the  present  time  as  tbe  moat  favorable,  both 
ia  lelstionlo  their  own  and  tbe  general  convellience, 
and  the  inuntta  of  thoM  who  nay  ba  aHecled  by  tbe  . 
measure  ;  and  that,  if  the  scheme  ahall  tie  authorized 
bj  Cunpess,  it  will  qieedilj  be  carried  inW  cdect. 
They  pray  that  a  law  mtj  |iaai  to  ioawperate  a  oone- 

Cinj  Ibr  erecting  a  bridge  acroaa  the  Polomae  frao)  the 
'ity  of  WaabingtoD  to  the  connty  of  Alexandria,  in 
some  eanveoient  lilustioa,  under  such  regulations  and 
reatrictioas  aa  the  Legislature  may  deiem  eipedieot 

In  oppodtioa  to  these  petitions,  the  committee  bavo 
referred  to  tbem  the  memoiial  of  the  proprietora  and  ii' 
habitanta  of  Creorgetown,  which  itates  that  OeorgeloiM 
was  kid  oat  under  the  sanction  of  law,  previoua  to  tba 
Reialution;  that  it  was  engaged  in  foreign  cAromeree 
btfbte  the  aeal  ot  Government  was  coatcmplated  to  bt 
on  th6  Pot.imHCi  that,  being  at  Ihe  head  of  tide^ 
water  navigation,  the  proprietora  must  b*ve  made  ptu^ 
chaaes  and  improveoienlB  with  a  view  to  foreign  com- 
merce, or  eolne  of  tbe  trade  dependent  on  it,  in  tba 
coDfldent  eipectation  tbet  the  river  WooCd  remain  Ire* 
and  unobsirucled  by  arliGcial  Caoaea ;  particularly 
When  they  aiw  Maryland  and  Virginia  make  a  solemn 
compact,  whereby  Ihe  river  Potomac  ia  declared  k 
cmnmon  blghwKy  M  I9ie  pdrpose  of  na<^tien  and 
commerce,  the  natiKBtion  whereof  b  not  to  be  InjMred 
er  obstructed.  They  conelder  that  tbeu^  BataraT  mi 
pdHtical  iTghts  will  be  InlVingdd  on  by  tte  adoplMi 
of  this  measore,  as  the  navigation  of  Ibe  river  v«tn  be 
Injnred  or  obatf  acted  thereby ;  tbal  fhrni  the  meeting 
of  the  etream  and  tide  water,  at  tbe  plaoe  where 
the  briJge  is  contemplated,  a  tendency  wdl  be  prodtt- 
ced  in  tbe  inipe^led  slream  water  10  deposit  tbe  eatlby 
particles  wWi  which  it  is  eharged  in  liniea  of  fresh- 
eta,  by  whidi  Uiey  apprehend  tbe  entire  main  and 
deep  channel  may  be  divided  into  many  small  and  nar- 
row paassges,  lo  the  great  Injmy  of  the  navigation. 
Tbeie  b,  Ukewise,  referred  te  your  eonmittee  ei* 
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confidaDM  that  tha  navigation  of  (be  Potomac  would 
notbadsitrojed  by  artificial  meana;  that  lh«  enctioD 
of  k  bridBa  at  the  pisc*  c«ntein[dai«d  wodU  pcDbabl; 
fieUl;  injure  the  naTJgatioii  abme  it,  and  impair  IM 
Taloe  of  Iba  proper^  of  the  memorialiale ;  that  the  pn>- 
jeet  of  a  bridge  acroM  the  riTci  ia  DDJoa^  ai  no  place 
ehould  calcaUte  on  being  h* oied  with  artificial  advaD- 
tagea  which  cannot  be  afforded  withoQt  depriTing  other 
place*  of  their  natural  adTantagea. 

'Hier  alao  £nd  among  the  docnmenta  referred  to 
them  the  memorial  of  John  P.  Van  Neaa,  in  of^toMtion 
to  the  fiift-mentianed  petitiona,  on  the  ground  of  the 
neanre  therein  prapeeed  being  (if  earned  into  effect) 
an  injurioiu  infraction  of  tha  private  rights  of  moat  of 
thoae,  botii  within  the  atf  and  Oeoigetown,  end  on  the 
oppoBte  ah<Re,  wba  are  intereeted  above  the  propoaed 
«te  of  the  intended  bridge. 

The  contraries  of  lentinetit  end  of  ittl«t«*t  which 
exiata  in  the  Territory  of  Colnnbia  on  the  enfaject  <rf' 
the  pmpoeillon  contained  in  the  petitionl,  praying  that 
tiMMectiaaof  abtu^acmea  the  Potomac  may  b«  an- 
thoriwd  by  taw,  haa  iDdaced  your  wwnmittee  ddib^- 
-•telT  to  examiBe  the  groatid  on  which  the  pretenaioDB 
of  Uw  pelitwiieni  in  flivor  of  the  bridge  are  founded, 
■nd  the  reaamaadTaaced  by  the  memotialkta  in  oppo- 
Mtton  to  the  meaaure. 

Two  inqniriee  preeent  Ihemaelm,  on  the  deriiion  of 
which  the  propriety  of  authorizing  the  propoaitian  en- 
tirely  dependi ; 

IM.  Whether  Con<greaa  hare  a  right  to  paaa  a  law, 
by  which  the  object  contemplated  by  the  petitioaen  can 
be  effected?     And 

Sd.  If  that  right  eziita,  wheUier  the  benefit  to  (he 
DiMricI,  and  the  community  in  general,  will  be  ao  gnst 
aa  to  counterbalance  the  injury  which  individual!  may 
eventually  luslain  from  authorizing  the  meaaurel 

In  inveatigadng  the  first  point,  it  became  neceaiirf 
to  advert  to  the  act  of  Uia  Virginia  Aigembly,  paaaed 
the  3d  of  Juimtj,  1786,  and  the  act  of  the  Anembly 
of  Maryland,  peiaed  the  13th  of  March,  in  the  aame 
year,  confirming  a  compact  previounly  entered  into  be- 
tween the  two  Statei ;  from  which  it  appeara  that, 
among  other  itipulationi  entered  into  between  the 
BlaU*  of  VirginiB  and  Mat7lBnd,  by  their  Commiasion' 
en  appointed  for  that  purpoae,  it  ia  agreed,  "  that  the 
dtizen*  of  each  State,  reipectively,  shall  have  l^U  prop- 
erty in  the  ahoiea  of  the  Potomac  river  adjoining  the 
laniUiWilh  all  the  emolamenta  and  advantagea  Ihere- 
tmto  belonging,  and  the  privilege  of  making  wharvea 
and  other  improvsmenti,  ao  aa  not  to  obatroct  or  injure 
the  navigation  of  the  river." 

It  does  not  appear  to  yonr  oonxmittee,  that  the  aiib- 
fwqiient  ceaiipn  made  by  the  (wo  contracting  pattiea  of 
ten  milea  aqaata,  lying  on  both  (idea  of  the  river,  under 
the  first  article  of  Iha  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
towU;  bj  an  actof  the  Virginia  Asaembly,  pawed  the 
8d  day  of  December,  1T9!,  and  by  an  act  of  tlis  Aaiem- 
Uy  of  Maryland,  paaseii  the  19(h  day  of  the  aame 
month,  in  any  degree  impaira  the  compact  previously 
made  by  the  two  contracting  Statea;  but  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  received  the  territory,  eobject  to  the  condi- 
tiona  previously  imposed  by  the  former  possessaTs. 

Under  thia  impreaaioa,  jour  committee  considered  i1 
a  maltet  of  the  first  importance,  in  the  deciaion  of  this 
qneetioa,  to  ioquire  wtuther  the  &ct  aanuned  by  the 


counter-petitioDen,  that  the  erection  of  a  bridge  win 
obalmct  the  navigation  of  the  river  above  it  is  founded 
in  truth  ?  In  examining  this  part  of  the  aubfect,  jront 
committee  could  avail  themselves  of  no  other  evideace 
than  such  a*  is  drawn  from  analogy. 

It  appeared  to  them,  that  the  erection  of  pien  in  the 
ri*ar  at  the  place  contemplated  for  the  she  of  lbs 
t«idg«,  fhr  ftvm  having  the  effect  of  occasjoaiog  a  de- 
poeition  of  earthy  mattar,  end  filling  the  channel,  wonkl 
rather  have  a  teadeni?  to  keep  the  channel  open,  b; 
the  inareased  Telocity  of  the  ■watO'  passing  down  the 
main  channel  oT  the  river,  between  the  two  piera  which 
it  seemed  practioaMe  to  etvet  on  each  m1^  of  it  II 
likewiaeamaredto  lfa«m,if  the  election  of  tbecaaae- 
war  from  MasMt's  island,  opposite  Gaoisalowa,  to  lbs 
Virginia  sbore,  would  pioduea  the  effcct  expected  fron 
it.  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the  rivot  by  meant  of 
throwing  the  whole  body  of  the  water  of  the  river  isU 
a  narrower  compaB,  increasing  its  velocity,  and  theiet^ 
sweeping  out  a  deeper  channel,  the  same  reeult  might 
reasonably  be  expected  from  throwing  a  greater  quan- 
tum and  force  of  water  into  the  main  channel  of  the 
river,  between  the  two  piers  which  would  support  tlie 
bridge  acroaa  the  channel. 

Your  conunitteo  find  that  the  TjCgistatore  of  Mary- 
land passed  a  law,  on  the  39th  of  December,  1791. pre- 
vious to  the  assumption  of  jniisdtction  over  the  territo- 
ry by  the  United  States,  authorizing  the  erecdon  of  a 
bridge  at  or  near  Georgetown.  As  tbe  river  Potomac 
is  navigable  above  tlie  town  of  Georgetown,  yonrcom- 
mittee  consider  the  passage  of  thai  law  as  eipreasive 
of  en  (^niou,  by  (he  Legislature  of  Maryland,  that  tha 
erection  of  s  bridge  below  the  head  of  tide-water  is  not 
such  an  obstruction  or  injury  as  is  |»olu)Hted  by  the 
articles  of  compact  between  the  two  State*.  And  as 
that  arm  of  the  river  Potomac  between  MaiDn'a  island 
and  tbe  Virginia  shore  was  navigable  prarioua  to  the 
building  of  the  causeway  acroaa  that  brandt  of  the 
river,  your  committee  have  considered  the  lev  paaaed 
at  the  last  seaaion  of  Congress,  anthoriiin|rtba  erection 
of  that  causeway, »  declaratory  of  the  right  of  the  L*. 
gislature  of  tbe  United  States,  (notwithatanding  the 
compact  between  Virginia  and  Maryland,)  to  occlode, 
in  a  degree,  the  navigation  of  the  liver  wilhin  their 

If  a  bridge  can  be  erected  with  *Dch  a  draw  as  will 
admit  tbe  free  pasaage  of  veasals  of  any  burden  lor 
which  there  is  depth  of  water  in  the  disnael,  youl 
committee  do  not  consider  tbe  paaaing  a  law  toauihot^ 
ize  such  a  bridge,  under  proper  reatrictions,  as  any  vio- 
lation of  the  compact  before-mrntioBed  ;  and,  frvm  tbe 
beat  information  they  have  been  able  to  obtain  on  thia 
pwnt,  it  eeems  very  practicable  to  erect  a  bridge  across 
the  river  Potomac,  with  a  draw  which  will  permit  Iba 
passage  ofaneh  ve**el*  without  much  detentioD. 

On  the  second  point,  whether  the  benefit  to  Ae  pub- 
lic would  be  so  great  as  to  counterbalance  the  inconve- 
nience whidi  might  eventually  reeult  to  indivtdoab 
from  anthoriiing  this  meaaure,  yoor  oonmiltcc  have 
bad  less  difficult  in  fbmiiDg  then  opinloD.  Pnunasar- 
vey,  said  to  be  an  aectnato  one,  with  whidi^e  committes 
have  been  flimished,  it  appeara  that  tbe  diatuice  lieia 
Alexandria  to'Geotgetowu,  (including  the  river,)  by  tb* 
present  route,  is  eight  milea  and  fifty  pola ;  and  fion 
the  ferry  at  Georgetown  to  the  Cepilol,  thrias  miles  and 
a  quarter;  making,  in  the  whole,  eleven  mjles  three- 
eighths  and  fifteen  poles.  From  Alexandria  to  tb* 
C^itol,  by  the  intended  liridga,  sii  nilsa  and  a  half 
and  nin«  polaa,  bein(  Isaa  thui  tb*  nwd  >t  |iisa«iil 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


II6T 


mSTORT  OF  CONaRBSS. 


S68 


Jamolbt,  1806.  Nalhanid  Goodvin  and  t^hert—ha^pariaiiim  nf  ^avn. 


H.OI 


tr**eUed  bj  firs  milei  &di1  Mren-eightb*.  Hsnca  it 
Ktatti  that  that  distance  will  be  nvaJ  to  thiue  having 
comrnunicatioii  between  Alexandria  and  that  part  of 
the  citj  IjiDB  in  the  Tidnity  of,  and  below  the  Capitol, 
and  to  peraone  travelling  mini  north  to  eoath,  and  e 

Tha  caaoaltiea,  the  d«la^  tuidtiM  dangen  to  which 
the  maOe  of  tlw  Dnilad  State*,  aa  wdl  ai  pereona  haT~ 
ing  occasion  to  p«i  from  one  Mn  of  the  rinr  to  the 
Mher  MM  ntiMMd  firoM  the  oeonrrMiea  of  itomi,  and 
the  fbrmaboQ  of  ice  m  the  river  in  Winter,  (bothwhidi 
oeeaaionallj  readei  the  Polonae  iwpeeealile,)  are  eogent 
oircnmetaneei  in  fcwirof  tfaripedieney  of  ai  ' 
the  eradiaa  of  a  bridge. 

Your  oommittee  »m  not  fnrniahed  with  i 
to  form  an  accnrate  opinion  of  the  actttal  aa*ing  of  dia- 
Unco  which  wiil  take  place  (in  caie  of  the  erection  of 
a  bridge)  in  the  traniportation  of  the  maits  of  (he  Uni- 
ted Stalai.  Thia,  honerer,  from  the  fiuti  jnet  atated, 
mnet  be  conaiderable ;  and  the  diminution  of  eipeiue 
will  be  piopoilionate  to  the  diminution  ofdiatancc. 

On  the  nhote,  jonr  comDiittee  are  of  opinion  that 
the  pnblic  intereeta  will  be  greatlj  promoted  b;  tbe 
erection  of  a  bridge  actosi  the  rirer  Potomac,  at  or  neai 
the  termination  of  the  Maryland  Aienue,  in  the  City 
of  Waafaington,  to  the  county  of  Alexandria  on  the  op- 
poaita  aide ;  and,  in  oonfbrmity  with  that  opinion,  re- 
commend the  fblloiring  reiaJation : 

Saobed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  in  favor 
of  the  erection  of  a  bridge  acroaa  the  Potomac,  ia  rea- 
BonaUa,  and  ought  to  be  granted. 

The  report  w&i  nude  the  order  of  the  daf  for 
Thartdar  next. 

NATHANIEL  GOODWIN  AND  OTHERS. 

Mr.  CaonNiNSHiBLD,  from  the  Coromiitee  or 
Commerce  and  Haaufactures,  to  whom  wai  in- 
ferred   tbe    petition  of  Natbaniel    Qood 


other 


lufactu 


1  holloi 


4  the 


State  of  MasMchuMttj,  made  the  following  re- 

The  petitionera  atate  that  they  are  engagecl  in  the 
mannlectiue  of  iron  hidlow  wan,  and  as  the  Unitad 
Stale*  are  amply  ftutn^ed  with  the  materiali,  and 
blast  foniMea,  ki  supply  tbeii  inhabitants  with  that  arti- 
de,  thev  pray  that  an  addilional  duU  ma;  be  imposed 
upon  all  irtm  hollaw  ware,  imported  m>m  foreign  ooiin- 
tnes. 

The  committee  Bad  that,  under  existing  laws,  this 
article  ia  subject  to  a  duty  of  seventeen  and  a  half  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  on  importation  into  the  United  Stale* 
in  American  vessels;  and  if  imparted  in  venels  not  of 
tbe  United  State*,  it  is  charged  widt  the  additional 
doty  often  per  cent,  on  the  duty;  making  tbe  duty,  !n 
this  case,  amoont  to  nineteen  and  one  qnarter  per  emtt. 
on  the  invoice  valoe. 

There  are  no  docomants  within  tbe  readi  of  tbe 
eemmittae  that  show  tlie  qnaati^  of  iron  wan  im- 
ported into  tbe  United  Statee  in  any  ana  year;  foo^ 
warea,  and  merdiandiee,  paying  (be  ad  valonm  do^, 
not  b^Df  paiticnlaily  d«*ignal*d  in  the  retttra*  from 
the  collMton  of  the  OMtom*;  but  it  i*  believed  tbe 
quantity  and  valaa  have  oot  been' very  eonndetabLa  for 
some  year*  p*sL  It  oannot  l>a  doubted  that  the  United 
Stale*  are  in  posiewion  of  the  material  for  making  irm 
hollow  ware.  The  natiTe  ore  i*  in  sbiiiidance  in  many 
ptrli  of  the  country,  and  already  furnace*  have  been 
established,  which  bid  fair  to  fiimish  (he  fnlleal  ai^ply 
of  that  article.    The  protecting  doly  imposed  on  tiie 


foreign  iron  ware,  holds  out  to  the  ^illiil  mannfactnrsr 
every  enconragemeol  he  can  reasonsblj  a*k  for.  If 
this  duty  was  deemed  too  moderate,  and  not  sufficient 
ly  high  to  give  a  preference  tn  the  ilomesbc  msnufsa* 
tnre,  the  cnnimittee  would  deem  themielvei  aatboriMd 
to  propose  a  further  ■ogmentation.  The  article  being 
not  only  bulky,  but  of  conaiderable  weight,  mnst  be 
■abject  to  a  high  freight  in  proportion  to  its  primi 


a,  and  other  Aipping  charges,  witk 


*ad,*o  br  ■*  enooaragament  baa  bean  given  to  Ansti- 
can  manu&etnres  g^DMraUy,  lb*  articla  in  ^ueation  ia 
charged  with  the  highest  rata  of  duties,  with  a  very 
few  exception*. 

If  CoQgreaa  btd  deletmiued  to  impose  higher  dntiea 
on  importa,  with  a  view  of  raiaiiig  additional  revenuor 
or  lo  countervail  the  exttaotdinair  imposition*  of  other 
conntries,  it  would  be  sound  policy  to  single  out  such 
artielea  ■*  could  be  readily  manufactured  in  the  United 
State* ;  and  by  making  a  just  discrimination,  all  might 
deiive  a  benefit,  and  none  be  injured ;  but  ■■  the  House 
have  only  aotboriied  the  committee  to  report  on  the 
subject-matter  of  the  petition,  and  **  they  *re  setiaBed 
that  tbe  petitioners  may  receive  a  preference  in  the 
maAet  far  Ifaeir  mannfiictDre,  so  &t  **  fAespnas*  and 
the. quality  of  tbe  article  will  give  it  to  them,  when 
pat  in  oompetitiou  with  tbe  foreign  article,  tbey  are  id 
opinion  that  it  1*  at  this  time  inexpedient  to  augment 
the  duty  on  iron  hollow  ware  imported  into  the  Untied 
Stale*.  Aod  the  commit^  rMommend  thai  lb*  pati- 
tioneia  have  leave  lo  withdraw  their  petitjou. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

IMPORTATION  OF  SLAVES. 

The  Home  again  weot  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Mr.  Sloan's  reaolution  for  impot- 
iog  a  tax  ofieo  dollars  upon  every  stare  imported 
into  the  United  StatM. 

Mr.  Clshe  aaid  it  wat  esseDlially  necessary  to 
the  passage  of  a  law  on  this  subject  that  Iha 
■meadmeot  should  prevail.  Tbe  original  retolu- 
lioQ  contemplated  a  certain  deeciipiioo  of  persona 
as  alavea;  the  objectof  tbe  amendment  was  to  ex- 
tend it  to  all  persons  imported  into  (be  United 
Slates.  Suppose  a  cargo  of  slaves  should  arrive. 
Willtheybeenieredatthecusiom-bouseassUre*? 
No.  Ttiey  will  be  recognised  as  a  different  de- 
scription of  persons,  and  by  that  means  the  pay- 
meol  of  tbe  lax  will  be  evaded,  aod  the  law  nave 
DO  possible  effect. 

Mr.  SLoaif  said,  on  opening  tbe  boiineta  it  bad 
not  been  his  inteaiiuD  lo  lake  an  active  part  in  tb« 
debate  ;  but  as  be  had  been  celled  on,  panicuUrlr 
by  (besentlemaD  from  Connectii-ut  (Mr.  Daha,) 
he  would  say  a  few  words  in  reply.  In  the  finl 
place,  he  must  be  perrnliied  to  Fay  thai  be  did  not 
coDsider  that  genilemaQ  serious — he  only  consid- 
ered bim  a*  making  a  display  of  that  agreeable 
vein  of  fancy  and  genius  which  he  bad  so  often 
before  manifested.  If  he  were  obliged  to  consider 
him  as  serious,  he  would  in  return  beg  perraission 
to  ask  bim  a  serious  question,  what  are  his  viewa 
intheameadmeDlheliasofleredl    Areilier,*ftid 
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jAliDABr.  1! 


n  which 


Mh  9l6a»,  in  order  lo  prfiTeni  ih< 
the  subjeei^of  ihai  tyrannic  naiii 
bis  predt^cfssors  as  well  A^  mine,  eameiDini"  wil- 
derness— chuosing  ralhtr  lo  risS  the  daogeri  or 
(heoct-an,  of  famine  and  of  ererjr  oiher  species  of 
hardships  ill  an  live  longer  urxler  [bat  tyrannic  ^ov- 
ernmeDi?  tshe  tfraid  ihenemtgrailoa  willcrowd 
our  popuIaiioD,  or  disturb  the  sieady  habits  of  his 
people?  if  (hat  is  the  case  I  will  ease  hi«  fears  by 
tlaiiog  to  him  ibat  I  last  year  paid  a  virit  16  the 
COODIry  west  of  the  mnnniains,  and  there  beheld 
Ihe  couDtlen  millians  of  aerenrteerved  for  ilieac- 
•oitimodatialt  of  poor  einigtanls.  This  great  traet 
ofeountrylaprubably  reserved  by  theOreai  Author 
of  N«iurc  «■  lite  hap^y  asylum  for  the  opprexsed 
Butrjeets  of  tbr  despolismsof  Btiropv — raiker  than 
UX  them  let  ns  reeei*e  them  with  ojwo  arms,  re- 
membering thai  our  ancesiora  were  anfie  like  them, 
tiran?ers  in  a  Strange  land,  and  lei  ns  give  them 
M  #ereottle  recepiioti,  into  tliis  land  oTeiElowiDg 
with  milk  and  honey. 

Mr.  Dana. — Noiwiihsiaoding  ray  great  desire 
to  graiify  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  to 
gratify  Whom  would  efijrd  me  great  pleasure,  yel 
ID  the  present  case,  witii  the  best  disposition  in 
the  world,  I  caoDoi  do  it.  The  ameodmeiit  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  very  coosisteot  with  the  princi- 
ples on  which  the  resoluiioo  was  ofiered.  1  un- 
derstood it  as  H  proposition  of  rereDue  relaiiTe  ro 
the  importation  of  a  speoiei  of  men  that  is  profit- 
able to  our  inerehania.  I  thought  the  rerrnue 
would  bs  extended  by  taking  jA  the  co&sumption 
«ra  Idrger  class  of  men,  who  might,  therefore,  be 
very  fairly  taved.  I  could  scarcely  hare  expected 
that  the  gen  tlemaa  should  bare  travelled  over  the 
muuniainsj  and  bare  there  oounled  the  couotlesa 
millions ofacres spread  out  ssa  beneficeoi  a!.ylum 
for  poof  emigrants  from  Europe,  much  leas  that 
IteshouM  haTesoelonaenify  portrayed  the  oppres- 
sion of  England  and  France,  and  blecded  the  num- 
ber of  persons  about  to  occupy  those  western  acres 
With  the  limple  quest  ion  of  revenue  now  before 
ttie  House.  Geniletnen  have  brought  thi-i  forward 
tU  s  qutiiion  of  rereuue.  May  we  not  be  permit- 
U»  to  lake  them  on  their  own  groundl  If,  instead 
of  revenue,  their  object  be  a  c  on  d  em  nation  of  the 
trade,  lei  them  come  out.  The  gentleman  from 
Ne#  Jersey,  with  bis  knowledge,  cannot  be  so  ig- 
norant ux  not  to  know  that  there  are  other  persons 
besides  slaves  brought  into  the  country,  who  are 
deemed  beneflciat  to  the  commuuiiy  ;  are  hardy 
ind  industrious,  and  that  the  price  paid  for  ihetr 

Sssagesfibrdsa  profit  toour merchants,  Whether 
is  description  of  imported  persons  ii  bo  bene- 
CciAl  as,  in  policy,  not  to  be  used,  is  one  thiog. 
Bromlltiaglotax them,  we  virtually ^ive a  bounty. 
Tbry  may  Bot  be  so  valuable  to  ihe  Siaie  as  to 

ia-flify  an  exemption  from  all  laxaiion.  The  ob- 
eCiion  of  gentlemen  to  the  amendment  takes  loo 
great  a  sweep,  when  they  consider  it  as  applicable 
to  all  pereOBs  coming  inio  the  United  Stales.  It 
is  only  applicable  to  persons  imported;  that  is,  to 
Jersons  bound  to  sefvice  for  a  term  of  years.  [Mr. 
D*MA  here  rsad  the  ariicle  of  the  CoiiMiiuiiooon 
this  subject.]  DogenDementbiiik  the  emigration 
tad  tanpoTtatioii  hef«  nkt«J  lyaonymoiu  utOul 


Persons  irtiported  are  not  persons  migrsiiag.  I 
we  look  to  the  second  section  of  the  fotinh  anick 
we  shall  have  the  j'oint  elucida:ed.  "  No  pers: 
held  to  service  or  labor  ill  one  Stale  under  ibeUn 
thereur,escBpinginloanother,shBM  in  conseqafKi 
of  any  law  or  regulation  ifaeriia,  be  discb<^i 
Tr'im  such  service  or  labor."  Persons  impoiu^ 
therefore,  are  those  only  who  are  held  Ui  lerTjc! 
by  somepersoaboldingaulharttr  vrer  tfa«iB.  Tk 
dr>igMtioniiberefore,Bppliesonly  ta  those wkaan 
ifideoted  servant*  fura  time.  The  Snilvniai  alb 
vpon  me  Id  decbrcmy  tooiire  for  tbis  ammdmnt 
1  do  not,  however,  know  bow  he  becameaaltioriK 
to  irtitk«  Ibis  inquisliioo.  Of  how  tof  motives  at 
mflueaee  the  eODrlctiooi  of  thia  Hotise.  If  ibt 
DrOpositioD  isa  gtmd'ont.  the  motives  that  prodnn^ 
It  ought  to  have  no  welghL 

Mr.  ALaTonsaid  he  had  butone  ortworemtrk 
to  fnake,  tO  show  the  necessity  of  adoplioj;  lU 
amendment.  There  was  a  description  otpfrsoas 
not  embraced  by  Ihe  original  resolution,  vhich  it 
had  heretofure  been  thought  sound  policy  ptiiic- 
uUilv  to  guard  against — viz:  persons  of  colut  from 
the  West  Indies.  Under  iheresulutioD  they  nujkt 
be  imported,  snd  he  would  undertake  to  say,  ifaai 
one  hundred  of  them  would  be  more  iojaTioaiihaD 
ten  tbouxaud  persons  from  Africa.  TfaiswasoDt 
reason  which  induced  bim  to  favor  the  amtn^ 
ment.  Another  strong  reason  with  bim  w»s  u 
make  itairielly  conformable  to  the  Coaiu'Iirtioo. 
Gentleman  vaunt  the  freedom  of  the  Cooitituiioa 
from  the  word  slave,  and  yet  they  are  for  tuioiog 
every  page  of  the  statute  book  with  it. 

Mr.  Sloah,  in  reply  lo  Mr.  Daiva,  said,  tbst 
although  thatgentletnao  would  not  five  hb  reason 
infavorofifte  amendment,  he  Would  givehuoira 
aeaiDst  it.  Mis  wish  was  to  diseritninate  betwMD 
sis  VPS  and  whites,  on  ibe  latter  of  Whom  hewnrii 
rather  eive  a  bounty  than  imposea  tax. 

Mr.  Fm  mured  to  atiwnd  the  aaeaAmeat  liy 
adding,  after per#ijii»,  "of  dolftr." 

Mr.  Dahxi-^I  may  Dot  perhaps  Kfree  with  dr 
mover  ts  to  ih(f  import  of  the  term  wbieb  be  p»- 
noses  to  introduce  ioto  the  amendment.  It  ku 
been  stated  by  some  students  Of  nalUril  philosophy, 
that  neiiher  black  nor  white  isa  color.  Theintro- 
lion  of  the  honorable  gentleman  must  be.ibif  tbe 
resolution  should  neither  apply  lo  blacks  not 
whites,  and  if  the  gentleman  knort's  the  meaning 
of  the  term,  persons  of  color,  h^  must  know  ihiiil 
doesnoi  include  blacbs,butiDulattues.muBtee^  Ac- 
Mr.  FisE  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Sloan  moved  to  add  to  slaves,  "aodpefsoik* 
of  color." 

Mr.  Maoon  (Speaker)  Mid  the  State  afwbiek 
be  was  in  part  a  representative!,  some  time  Bfiertks 
law  now  uader  eonsideratioa  passed  in  a  ne^ 
boring  State,  eaine  to  a  resolutioa  for  aneDJist 
the  Constitution,  to  give  Congress  the  power  m 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  staves  aliogetker. 
which  was  sent  to  the  Legislaime  of  the  sere™ 
Btatei,  many  of  whom  had  eonenrred  in  it,  or  in 
one  similar  (o  it.  This  showed  ibe  sense  of  the 
StESes  as  to  this  worin  of  dit  traflics.  No  person 
could  more  regret  the  conduct  Of  South  Caiolini 
than  he  did.    Peihaps  eomiitg  ffom  Sn  adjoioinf 
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State,  bis  fcellDK"  might  give  biiD  difi^rent  im- 
preHStoas  froni  ihat  which  ibejr  ougbi  to  dOi  al- 
though he  was  noi  sensible  thai  'bin  wai  the  aase. 
But  It  always  seemed  lo  him  that  this  mranure  wu 
nothiDg  Diure  oor  leas  (ban  arraii[Diiig  ibpcoaduct 
of  a  SiateLegislBtijrr,BLF|[idlatuie  tbatwasneariy 
equally  dirideil,  as  puiDiiog  at  ibem  the  finger  af 
reprobaiioD  of  the  whole  Dstion.  If  ihejr  had 
sioDed^  «»  it  not  better  ^nd  mote  chrisliaa-likp 
to  forgive  ihem  1  Oo  this  •uhj«ct  be  Dever  bad 
but  oae  opiDtoii,  and  thai  wai,  that  sucb  a  law 


ought  not  ID  paaa.    Sboald  it  paw^  j(  might  per 
'^aps  preTFDt  the  importalioii  of  a  lew  persutta. 
The  CHAiaMAS  here  reminded  the  hononble 


Speaker  that  the  question  wa*  on  the  ameDdmeal 
mod  Dot  on  the  rnolution,  to  the  foimer  of  which 
the  debale  must  be  conGped. 

Mr-  Macoii,  after  TiDdicating  hioiv^ir  froto  a 
TioJaiion  of  order,  Mid  the  sulijfct  bad  been  coo- 
sidi^reil  in  different  points  of  vwyf  by  the  Gorern- 
ment.  CongreM  hadheretofore  felt  a  difficulty  and 
delicacy  ia  acting  upon  this  subject ;  so  a|io  hfil 
the  coQveotioD  ibat  formed  the  CoiuiiiuiioD.  Jo 
layiDK  on  imparted  goods  an  ad  Tftlorem  duty,  no 
duty  bad  been  laid  on,  the  imponaiioD  of  slareu ; 
jtseeoied  that  on  this  subject  Congress  and  all  the 
Bxteuiire  officers  Ibougbt  tbf  wme  way.  Con- 
gresnhatl,  boweTtr,  pa&sed  another  law,  prohibiting 
the  citizens  or  tba  Uniied  St»tes  frun)  carrying 
on  the  trade  from  one  port  lo  «noiber. 

There  was  anulber  questtoo  trbicb  be  beliered 
liad  DDi  yet  been  setded,  with  rcgnrd  to  which  he 
did  not  profess  to  be  jurist  enoyzh  to  decide  the 
effect  of  the  law.  If  we  lay  (his  duly,  could  a  ves- 
sel taavia^  slaves  oi^  board  enter  the  pons  pf  a 
State  which  otherwise  *lic  would  be  pruhibiied 
fromenterine?  SuppoMsucbaveKsel  brought  to 
the  port  of  Wilrniogtoo,  in  North  Carolina,  which 
he  merely  mentioned  because  nearexl  to  tha  Siaia 
of  South  Carolina-  l^,  in  consequence  of  this  Ux, 
she  could  beeaier?d  there,  it  would  be  a  stronger 
reason  against  ihf  mfasure  than  had  been  arged; 
because  it  could  not  be  denied  that  there  are  sonw 
people  in  North  Carolina,  who,  if  these  persons 
could  be  smu^Eled  in,  would  purchase  them-  In 
ihe  StaCr  which  be  in  part  represented,  there 
was  a  portion  of  ibis  species  of  properly.  No  one 
regretted  ihe  evil  more  than  be  did ;  but  what  to 
do  with  it  was  the  quevtian.  IJe  believed  that  it 
was  an  evil  for  wbicb  the  wiwst  man  in  Ihe  nation 
could  not  latisry  himsrlf  with  a  cure.  It  vt*  an 
evil  which  our  forefathers  had  felt,  and  ([»  which 
we  must  submit  until  ap  adequate  cure  was  found. 
It  was  evident  at  this  time,  that  the  seniim^nt.  he 
might  add,  the  pa^sign  of  the  nation  was  against 
it:  the  naliua  had  set  their  fiices  against  it;  he 
was  afraid  in  their  decision  the  House  would  be 
governed  by  this  nassion.  If  their  only  object  were 
10  evince  ihetr  disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of 
South  Carolina,  iueiead  of  ImpoMing  p  lax.  they 
might  pais  a  resolulion  aipressive  ottheir  dlsMl- 
isfaciion,  or  propose  an  ameodmeat  to  the  Cun- 
BiirutiPD. 

The  question  was  talien  oo  the  aiqendnuat  of 
Mr.  SbotR.  which  was  luat— yeas  SI. 
Ur.  MBuoif  >4f4  ha  ho|Md  ih«  amep^n^gt  of 


the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  vould  not  ba 
adopted;  in  verity,  be  could  not  see  any  gou4 
reason  for  it;  an  ibe  object  of  the  amendment 
was  entirely  different  from  the  object  of  the  ori- 
ginal resolution,  which  was  merely  to  impose  a  laJl 
on  the  importation  of  slaves.  With  t|)e  bqnoriblf 
Speatvr  he  concurred  in  regretting  (hat  ihisbubject 
fiad  been  aeita'ied;  but  as  it  had  been  brougttt 
forward, ^eibou Id  vote  for  the  resuluiioa,  proviUea 
it  were  unamended.  If  the  amendmeiit  vfttf 
adoptedi  be  should  vote  against  it. 

'What  do  gentlemen  who  t]rae  tha  am«admaof 
want  7  Are  ibey  abooi  toeicludp  from  the  Unif 
ted  Slates  the  eroigraLioDOflbutFLfafortunaUmei^ 
who,  from  poverty  or  ^liftresi,  are  (liable  to  par 
their  passage  across  the  Atlantic  1  Will  they  ad4 
to  their  misfciriunes  by  burdening  them  with  a  oev 
taxf  Ml.  N.  raid,  that  be  had  heard  but  oaif 
remark  which  bore  tha  temblBoea  ofarfiuineq^ 
bijl  which  on  examination  would  be  found  not  tq 
be  correct.  The  gentleman  from  North  Catolin^ 
(Mr.  Alston)  says,  io  the  Sjulhern  States,  thej 
are  apprehensive  of  th?  Kdmission  af  persons  froD^ 
Ibe  West  Indies,  and  ibat  this  resolution  docs  di^ 
inhibit  jheir  introduction.  .  But  iftbey  really  ap- 
prehend danger  from  this  quarter,  may  ibev  not 
averiit  hyptobibiiiDgtheimporlattun  iheiqsflvasr 
Isnptthe  SuteofSuutb  Carolina  and  every  other 
Statecompeteattothisscti  Then  what  occ^sio^i 
Is  there  for  the  an)ei)di)»eDt1  The  arjgiqal  remr 
iuiion  stands  as  it  should  do — all  the  «rgttm«Dtt 
urged  go  to  the  main  question.  Nui  are  wfi,  mitf 
Mr.  N.,  as  eentlernea  all^e,  pointing  i^e  fi^gw 
ofapurf  or  aisappro^tion  al  any  particular  Stpte. 
On  the  contrary,  the  object  is  general    Bui,  ta|r 

{eotlemen,nunet)ui  South  Carolina  ad  tails  il^fMi 
uidoes  this  prove  that  no  other  Bute  iqay  nol,o|t 
will  not  admit  them  ?  And  if  this  sboutd  be  tho 
case,  would  not  this  tax  bring  us  a  coo»id«iably 
■urn  1  Ah  to  revenue,  it  is  (rue,  it  is  no  great  ob» 
ject  I  though  I  recollecttobavehesrdaScatcbiau) 
aay,  many  micklei  make  a  muckle.  I  am  for  th« 
resululion, becausellhioklbe people  of  ihiKcauDttf 
should  hold  up  their  hajids  in  disapprt)ba(ion  «if 
the  conduct  of  South  Oaroiioa— I  aip  against  Ap 
ameadmeoi,  because  it  would  prevent  theemigrar 
tiun  of  a  uMful  and  oppresaed  class  of  men,  aad 
thereby  operate  cruelly  towards  tbem- 

Mr.  SoDTUARD  said,  ihe  object  of  (he  raMluiifta 
was  to  lay  a  tax  of  leo  dollars  on  slaves  imppri^ 
into  the  United  Stales.  The  amendmrnl  did  not 
corre!>poQd  with  ihe  spirit  of  the  Cunstjiutiun ;  for 
it  would  not  be  contended  that  the  fOBveationew 
meant  to  place  free  white  persons  witbing  to  em- 
igrate to  loe  United  States  under  the  same  embar^ 
rassmeni  as  slaves.  The  importuion  <if  ih«  l|it(ey 
had  been  considered  as  a  great  injury  j  but  he 
would  ask  if  the  emigraiion  uf  oppre^st^d  Euro- 
pean.'! vasan  injury?  We  have  only  loluolfovor 
the  United  Stales  to  see  iha  large  nuiober,  as  veil 
as  the  respcctabiliiyoftboae  who  have  been  obliged 
lu  pay  their  passage  by  hiotjing  ihem«elr»i  out  for 
a  term  of  years.  It  was  only  iKCessary  for  gen- 
lUmen  to  view  this  sabjeci  Uispassiooaiely  lor  a 
roodieoi,  lo  teJMt  the  amrndmant.    He  wuold  asj^ 
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would  votp  for  the  rpgatotioti  7  He  beiiered  Dot, 
■8  it  would  be  a  greater  eril  to  prevent  ihe  emi- 
gration of  whiten  than  (he  importatioD  of  slaves ; 
as  the  impartBtiou  of  ibe  latter  would  be  liniiled 
to  the  year  1808,  wbeo  he  had  no  doubt  it  would 
be  prohibited  hj  tbe  unanimous  vote  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Dan*. — if  londersiand  the geoileniao  from 
New  Jersey  right,  be  imagines  the  amendment  is 
not  in  compliance  with  the  spirit  of  the  ConsiilU' 
lioD,  inasmuch  as  he  in  of  opinion  ibat  ibe  ninth 
section  of  the  6rsi  article  ought  to  be  restricted  in 
bir  meaning  to  staTcs.  It  is  in  the  following 
words.  j|Mr.  D*iiA  here  i*ad  tbe  section.]  It  is, 
■aid  he,  indeed  difficult  for  me  to  understand,  how 
an  amendment  in  the  rery  wards  of  tbe  Consti- 
tDtion,  witbout  tbe  change  of  a  single  term,  can 
Tiolate  its  spirit.  Becaase  the  same  words  are 
Vsed,is  it  to  oe  loferred  it  is  contrary  lo  the  spirit 
of  the  ConsiitutioD?  I  am  sensible  the  amend- 
ment changes  the  complexion  of  tbe  resolulion; 
but  while  it  embraces  others^  it  includes  likewise 
those  persnns  in  the  resolution.  Perhaps  it  may 
include  some  persona  who  ought  to  be  excluded ; 
but  it  sboald  oe  observed  thai  ibii  is  only  a  reso- 
lution for  settling  the  principle,  and  that  the  sub- 
ttrd  inale  deisils  may  be  settled  in  a  bill.  Gentle- 
men will  not  contend  that  the  importation  of  all 
descriptions  of  white  persons  is  beneScial.  I  re- 
collect  one  Stale  into  which  a  cargo  of  eonricta 
was  imported,  Which  a  law  was  passed  lo  prohibit. 
The  amendment  then  merely  iorolres  ineqnes- 
tioD,  whether  the  resolution  shall  he  confioed 
riaves,  or  be  extended  to  others. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Dana's 
kmendioent  to  aabatitnte  persons  in  Ihe  room  of 
slaveHiand  passed  in  the  nega tire,  only  38  members 
rising  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  EAnLV.— I  wish  for  the  attention  of  tbe 
Committee  while  T  submit  a  very  few  obserra- 
liona  on  the  resolution  under  consi deration,  which 
Its  intended  to  go  to  a  single  poioi  which  has 
been  but  sligbilynoiieed  by  the  boDorable  Speaker, 
but  which  may  be  placed  in  some  points  of  view 
that  are  important.    I  mean  to  consider  tbe  aab- 
ject  as  a  matter  of  feeling,  in  relation  to  the  8ti 
on  which  it  is  about  to  bear.    To  her  it  is  i 
iinim[K>rtant.    Theohjeciofiberesalationcertai 
ly  is  either  lo  point  Ihe  disapprobation  of  this  r 
tion  at  tbe  practice  in  qaesiion,  or  to  raise  a  rev 
BUe  from  that  practice.    It  is  either  one,  or  : 
union  of  both  these  ends.    If  The  object  be  to  point 
the  disapprobation  of  the  nation  against  South 
Carolina,  I  pray  gentlemen  to  paose  and  reflect 
on  the  consequences  of  such  a  policy ;  and  1  bes 
alt  10  recollect  that  they  are  interested  as  well 
•s  Sooth  Carolina  with  regard  to  such  polii:y, 
Those  who  regard  either  the  feelings  of  one  Stale, 
or  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  whole  nation, 
will  do  well  to  reflect  before  they  adopt  a  policy 
bottomed  on  auch  a  principle. 

As  it  may  be,  thai  the  measure  is  entertained 
■  sovree  of  revenue,  if  this  is  the  object,  I  will  ask 
one  question.  Is  the  priee  they  are  to  get  worth 
Ihe  evil  they  create?  Is  the  petty  snm  ot$«,000 
or  890,000  of  so  tntich  moment.  Is  it  a  sufficient 
object  lo  Ihia  Qoienuueni  to  iodnca  them  to  adopt 


,  bich  will  irritate  and  wound  the  feel- 
ings of  a  respectable  member  of  tbe  Confederacy  ? 
Forty  or  fifty  thousand  dollars  is  a  petty  sam  to 
this  Qaveroment ;  but  it  is  not  so  to  a  State ;  it  is 
to  South  Carolina.  Letgenilemen,  if  they 
please,  attempt  to  get  round  the  question,  by  saying^ 
that  t^is  reaolution  is  not  exclusively  confined  to 
Sonth  Carolina — theevasioan  unworthy  of  them. 
The  whole  nation  known,  South  Carolina  knows, 
id  we  know,  what  is  intended  by  it;  and  it  is 
esameasif  SouthCarolinawason  tbe  face  of  it. 
The  sum,  though  irifting  to  tbe  Uoiied  States,  is 
South  Carolina.  The  revenue  intended 
by  this  resolution  to  be  drawn  from  South  Caro- 
lina, will  equal,  if  it  does  not  exceed,  tbe  whole 
expense  of  her  government.  What,  then,  will 
he  the  siiuaiioQ  of  the  people  of  that  State,  in 
caK  this  resolution  is  adopted?  It  will  be  the 
aiiuation  of  a  people  wbo  pay  a  double  tax.  They 
wilt  pay  a  lax  for  the  support  of  their  own  Qor- 
ernment;  revenue  will  tw  drawn  from  them  for 
national  purposes,  as  from  the  other  parti  of  the 
Union;  and  they  will  he  burdened  with  an  ad- 
ditional lex,  equal  to  the  whole  expense  of  their 
State  Government.  I  will  ask  now,  whether  the 
evils  attending  such  an  imposition,  and  the  reflec 
lions  arising  from  it,  will  not  necessarily  irritate, 
wound.andoffend  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  that 
Staiel  Whether, then, wecoosideritas a  measure 
to  evince  the  disapprobation  of  ihe  nation,  or  as  a 
source  of  revenue,  it  flows  from  a  policy  equally 
questionable.  The  people,  sir.  of  Sooth  Carolina 
cannot  avoid  the  reflection,  that  the  fia^r  of  scorn 
is  pointed  at  them ;  that  a  double  tax  is  imposed  on 
ihrm.  What  will  be  the  consequence?  Thai 
which  every  gentleman  must  foresee.  It  is  not 
difficult  to  foresee  it,  because  tl  is  a  natural  conse- 

?; 


St  follow  when 


>rtbt 


'eeliogsofhumaonatDreareeDtertained.  Thecc 
sequence  wilt  be,  an  alienation  of  attachment  to 
and  respect  for  this  Qovernment.  I  ask  gentle- 
men to  pot  the  question  home  to  themselves, 
whether  the  revenue  they  expect  is  worth  the  sac- 
rifice?  This  is  a  question  which  ought  never  to 
be  stirred  in  our  national  councils.  Though  older 
men  than  myself  might  better  tell  the  Committee 
than  I  can  do,  the  effect  which  introducing  this 
subject  in  any  shape  invariably  has  had  oo  the 
feefingsof  theGlovernmen[,or  on  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  nation,  I  will  undertake  to  give  my 
opinion  of  it.  Sir,  I  have  always  understood  that 
this  su^ect  was  found  must  difficult  to  beadjosted 
in  tbe  Federal  Convention.  I  have  always  under- 
stood that,  when  brought  before  tbe  councils  of 
the  nation,  in  any  period  or  in  any  shnpe,  a  fervor 
of  feeling  and  warmth  of  sentiment  never  failed  to 
disturb  the  public  harmony.  Everyman  knows 
the  effect  of  the  first  applrcaiion  to  Congress  on 
this  subject,  by  a  man  at  the  bead  of  a  noted  body 
of  men  in  Pennsylvania  or  E>elB ware,  of  the  name, 
I  believe,  of  Warner  Mifflin.  All  know  the  effects 
of  an  application  of  a  mOre  recent  date,  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  from  some  friend- 
ly people  northwardly.  All  linow  the  effects  of 
the  celebrated  resolution  laid  on  our  table  the  last 
acMioo,  by  the  same  gentleman  who  has  fiTOted 
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sswitb  Ibe resolvtioQ  DDder<!ODnderaiioii,to  make 
free  all  perEoni  born  of  b  Another  io  tbe  Terriiorr 
of  ColunabiB,  after  a  e^riiin  period.  All  will  re- 
collect the  be^ht  (o  whieb  ihe  fedings  of  men 
were  wrougbt  on  those  oceastoos.  Il  is  beeause 
tbe  agiiatioD  of  this  subject  always  bad  and  al- 
ways will  bare  tbe  nine  eBect,  that  I  think  it 
ouftbi  neTer  to  be  inirodaeed  ioio  this  House. 

There  is  aaotber  idea  on  this  subject,  of  no  small 
importance.  We  conmantly  hear  from  diflereat 
quarters  of  the  UdIod,  comn^aiota  relati7e  to  the 
unprotected  state  of  trade.  Memorials  to  this  ef- 
fect are  every  day  heaping  themselves  upoD  us. 
I  nabniit  then,  the  que«iloa,  whether  if  we  leftatize 
this  trade,  so  far  as  the  imposition  of  tax  can  le^gal- 
ize  it,  we  shall  not  become  bound  to  protect  It  as 
completely  as  we  are  bound  to  protect  any  other 
species  of  traffic?  And  whether  -we  shall  not  re- 
feivecrowds  ofmemorials  to  thiseffeel,  from  negro 
merchants?  I  believe  we  sbati;  and  if,  by  col- 
lecting a  revenue,  we  legalize  the  traffic,  they  will 
have  the  same  rights  as  other  traders. 

J  have  another  objection.  I  consider  It  as  open- 
ing an  objectionable  source  of  revenue.  I  consid- 
er it  objectioDBble  to  draw  revenue  from  such  a 
traffic.  Are  we  not  told,  in  a  lond  tone,  that  il  in- 
Tolveia  violation  of  every  principle  of  moral  obli- 
gation ;  that  it  is  a  crying  sin,  wbich  calls  for  the 
Tengeanee  of  Heaven  ?  Are  we  not  told,  on  this 
very  floor,  that  it  is  so  black  a  sin  as  ouhIii  to  in- 
duce us  to  expect  signal  ven^nce?  Well,  after 
these  things  are  said  and  reiterated,  will  ventle- 
men  eoniead  that  ibis  is  a  proper  source  of  r 
nue?  What  I  Draw  resonrces  for  tbe  support  of 
a  grreat  State  from  acts  wbieh  are  declared  to  be 
sins  against  Heaven  ?  If  this  be  correct  then  may 
we  (TO  on  with  this  as  a  precedent,  and  lake  the 
i?hole  eatalogoe  of  crimes,  and  draw  reveoue  from 
every  oath  that  is  broken,  and  every  felony  that 
is  perpetrated  !  Thus,  by  taxing  every  crime,  we 
shall  aopport  this  Oovcromeot  by  the  commission 
of  crimes.  In  rov  opinion,  tbe  adoption  of  a  law 
or  resolution  to  the  effect  of  that  on  your  table, 
will  fix  a  stain  on  the  records  of  this  House,  and 
on  the  character  of  the  nation,  at  which  onr  pos- 
terity will  blush,  and  for  which  we.  in  our  mo- 
menta of  cool  reflection,  will  have  ample  catiae  to 
condemn  ourselves. 

There  are  other  points  which  might  be  noticed ; 
bnt  as  thejr  are  such  as  already  have  been  dwelt  on, 
orare  familar  to  tbe  minds  of  the  members,  I  will 
not  detain  tbe  Committee  by  any  remarks  on  them, 
but  I  will  conclude  by  observing,  that  so  far  as  re- 
spects myself,  I  will  give  this  resolution  a  more 
bearty  negative  that  fhave  ever  before  given  in 
my  life. 

[At  tbe  request  of  Mr.  Bmilie,  the  act  of  Con- 

Eesa  passed  in  the  year  1800,  was  read  by  the 
lerk.1 

Mr.  BaoDiii. — I  a^ree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  in  expressm?  the  wish  that  this  resolu- 
tion had  never  been  lirought  forward,  inasmuch 
as  I  wish  that  the  State  of  South  Carilini,  in  im- 
itation of  her  sister  States,  had  never  given  oc- 
casion for  it.  It  is  said  that  this  iv  a  question 
wliieb  ba*  Bltrsys  prodaced  agitation  in  tbis 


House  whenever  it  came  before  it.  If  this  be  any 
argument  at  all.  it  is  in  favor  of  bringing  the  dis- 
cQBsion  to  a  close,  by  eiiingaishing  toe  cause 
which  produces  it;  for,  until  this  shall  be  the  case, 
there  will  always  be  found  men  In  this  House  to 
offer  a  similar  resolution,  the  result  of  which  may 
be  a  like  agiilation.  Tne  question  is  not  nov 
whether  this  resolution  shall  be  introduced,  bat, 
IS  it  is  introduced,  whether  it  shall  not  be  put  to- 
Jeep  forever,  by  exercising  at  once  our  Constitn- 
ional  powers.  It  is  contended  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Albton,)  that  this 
measure  is  not  Constitutional,  because  it  operates 

Mr.  A1.ST0N  rose  to  explain.  If  he  bad  said 
that  he  did  not  consider  the  resolution  as  Consti' 
lutional,  he  bad  expressed  what  be  did  not  mean 
to  say.  He  had  meant  to  say,  and  he  believed  he 
had  said,  it  would  operate  partially  and  unjustly. 

Mr.  Broom. — I  am  glad  the  gentleman  haa 
saved  the  time  of  the  House  aud  me  the  trouble, 
of  confuting  the  argument  which  I  had  conceived 
him  to  have  urged.  But  as,  on  this  poiot^  much 
honest  fear  may  prevail,  1  must  be  permitted  to 
premise,  notwilhstauding  the  gentleman's  concea- 
sion,  that  this  resolution  is  strictly  Constitutional. 
The  spirit  of  the  CoDstitution,  if  there  weie  no 
express  provision,  would  embrace  the  power  ;'aiid 
one  of  tbe  first  laws  of  the  Government  would 
have  been  in  consonance  with  tbis  spirit,  to  pro> 
hibit  a  trade  so  TepuznaDt  to  the  uniform  tenor  of 
the  Constitution,  and  to  its  very  preamble.  Tbe 
first  object  of  a  bod  v,  established  to  guarantee  the 
rights  of  a  free  people,  but  for  (his  provision,  would 
have  been  at  least  a  prohibition  of  the  extension 
of  slavery. 

But,  Bay  ffentlemen,  there  is  prt  of  the  Convti- 

tion  which  declares  that  all  duties  shall  he  uni- 


V,  however,  that  Congress  are  boond  to  say 
that  each  State  shall  pay  an  exact  proportion  of 
the  duties;  for.  in  so  extensive  an  union,  it  wonld 
be  impossible  for  any  duty  to  be  laid  which  would 
affect  equally  all  parts  of  iL  Do  you  impose  a 
duty  on  distilled  spirits,  you  raise  one  part  of  the 
Union  in  arms ;  do  )[ou  tax  tbe  fisheries, an othei 
part  of  the  Union  is  in  ferment;  and  so  with  re- 
ipect  10  theimposiiioQ  of  a  tax  upon  other  article! 
:onsnmeduQequallyindiffereDt|wrtsof  theUoion. 
Yo  tax  can,  from  the  nature  of  things,  operate 
equally  on  all  the  States.  By  uniformiiy.  can 
only  be  meant  an  uniform  operation  on  all  the 
subjects  of  lax  in  whatever  part  of  the  Union  they 
may  be  found.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  said  that 
tbU  tax  is  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  tbe  Con- 
stitution. It  has  tbe  very  uniformity  required  hy 
the  CoDsiituiion,  for  no  part  of  the  Union  will  be 
exempted  by  any  act  of  the  Union  from  its  opera- 
tion. There  can  be,  therefore,  no  objection  totba 
resolution  on  this  ground.  Bat  we  have  nut  to 
resort  to  general  principles  to  justify  a  tax  ex- 
pressly provided  for  hy  the  words  of  the  Con- 

"Tbemigration  or  importation  of  snchpersoDiaa 
'  any  of  the  Slates  DOW  existing  shall  think  proper 
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*  to  BdiDii.  bhall  aoi  be  prohibited  by  the  Caogreta 
'  prior  (o  tbe  year  1808  j  but  a  lax  or  duly  may  be 
'  imposed  on  socb  imponation,  oot  pxceediiij;  (en 
'  dollars  for  escb  person."  Here  there  u  an  ex- 
press [voTision  inat  this  tax  may  be  imponed. 
Will  genllFtnea  say  (hat  it  waa  tbe  intention  ol 
ike  CoD»eniioD  to  gire  a  power  which  was  nevn 
|o  be  carried  into  effect  7  This  power  bo  giteo 
^plifd,  on  the  part  of  the  Uniiin.  an  agreemeoi 
10  limit  the  aiBount  of  the  lax.  and  on  the  part  of 
l^eSiaiesa  recogniiioo  ofaodaa  aweot  to  iL 

|l  is  said  this  measure  wil!  be  barsfa.  oppiexsjrv, 
VDJUBL  Why  t  Because  it  will  operate  on  South 
Caroliaa  bIodc.  But  I  will  a>k,  if  such  be  ihi 
f^tifu^cteriaiiet  of  this  power,  bow  'hia  clau^e  be 
csiQe  ingrafted  on  theCoDstiiution?  Wa»  there 
apt  ia  toe  Cooveniion,  on  tlii.'i  subject,  cooera- 
aioi^  on  biuh  aides?  Did  not  ibe  Unioo  coQcede 
to  the  Souiburo  States,  that  prior  to  the  year 
}B08,  there  should  be  do  probibiiion  of  the  i 
portaiion  of  Maves?  But  did  not  ihe  Statps, 
lereated  in  this  tra^, concede  to  the  United  States 
the  power  of  laying  a  tax  nf  leo  dollan  upon  every 
imported  slave!  Qenileroen  then  bind  ns  to  our 
concession  ;  ihej  say  it  it  harsh,  unjust ;  that  it 
lends  to  wound,  irriiate,  and  barrow  up  their  feel- 
ing^ If  Ibis  logic  be  applied  to  the  prirate  traD»' 
•ctioosof  lire,  huw  will  it  sound?  I  sell  a  man 
9  horse;  he  tabes  it,  aqd  I  rail  upon  him  for  the 
price  be  promised  to  give.  Ini>iead  of  giving  me 
the  money,  be  says  il  is  bard  and  unjust. and  thai 
it  lends  to  wound,  irritate, and  harrow  up  bis  feel- 
ing to  deniaad  it  of  bim.  Wby  did  South  Car- 
flnaii  submit  to  the  Cooslituibn.  and  thereby 
pledge  herself  t^  pay  (bis  ux,  if  she  U  oow  tin- 
williDg  to  submit  10  it? 

The  genileniaii  nys  this  ought  to  be  considered 
■A  a  i»atter  of  feelinff,  Bodihat  we  ought  uot  thus 

e  point  the  Soger  or  scorn  at  the  State  of  South 
arolina.  What  is  this  but  an  acknowledgment 
that  tbe  traffic  is  improper,  and  that  the  finger  of 
acorn  might  be  directed  to  it  1  I  am  not  saying 
Ihx  the  pioceedingH  of  the  State  of  Bouih  Caro- 
lina are  wrong;  but,  if  ibey  be  wrong,  to  smother 
up  the  Irannaction  without  exerpiiing  our  Consli- 
tulional  power,  is  la  make  (his  QoTernnient  a 
party  in  the  wrong.  I  do  not  wish  to  point  the 
finger  of  scoro  at  any  State,  but  are  we  to  be  pre- 
yeated,  by  this  sugsesiion,  from  prohibiting,  as  far 
■8  we  coosiiimionaily  can,  a  (rsde  diBapproved  of 
by  (he  general  voice  of  tbe  country,  and  disap- 
proved of  by  tbe  lavs  of  every  State  in  the  Union 
except  one  1  To  show  (he  extreme  abhorrence 
of  Congres?  agaiost  the  >Iave  trade,  we  have  but 
to  turn  (0  [he  law  p8s^ed  in  (he  year  1794;  what 
does  it  say  ?  '-  IT  any  citizen  or  citiiens  of  the 
'  Uoiied  S(a(es  shall,  contrary  to  the  true  intent 
'  and  meaning  of  thii  aci,  take  on  board,  receive, 
'or  transport  any  such  persons  aa  above  described 
'  ia  this  act.  for  the  purpose  of  selling  them  as 
'  slaves,  as  aforesaid,  he  or  they  shall  forfeit  and 
'nay,  for  each  ao  I  every  persnp  so  received  on 
'  Duard,  Irsnsported,  or  sold,  asafuresaid,  (wo  hun- 
'  dred  ddisrs,  to  be  recovered  in  any  court  of  Ibe 
'United  States  proper  to  try  the  wame  j  the  first 
'  |iioie(y  thereof  to  the  uw  of  the  United  States, 


'  and  the  oiher  moieiy  to  the  use  of  sack  petisa 
'  or  persons  who  shall  ^e  for  and  proseciite  ike 
'  sBtpe."  By  ihis  act  all'ciiizfns  are  proliibiiti 
from  Gitinc  out  vessels  for  carrying  on  ibis  tisir, 
and  not  only  the  ship  is  forft-iied,  but  •  prnalif  ■• 
likewise  imposed  of  two  hundred  dollars.  In  ite 
year  180Q,  another  act  was  pasned  by  Coogrea. 
which  has  been  read  by  ihe  Clerk.  Id  this  ao. 
Congress  have  manifested  their  seopc  of  the  ii- 
bumanity  of  (bis  trade,  sod  Ihey  have  iiafiMd 
penalties  oo  carrying  on  a  (rade  ia  sUvestviai 
from  one  foreign  pon  to  another.  I  ask  if  tkii'ta 
□Dt  exhihiiiDg,ioibeslroogeal  terma.thpdiuppra- 
bauoD  of  CoBgressagaioiilthislraffic?  Wi:eik,Bst 
contented  with  prohibiting  iraosactions  relaiiveia 
il,  which  occur  under  our  own  eyes,  they  ioflici  k- 
vere  penalties  upon  (hose  who  pursue  it  in  furrigB 
ports.  Every  Slate  bill  South  Caroliok  haspa*> 
ed  prohibitory  laws  on  this  subject.  I  presuaM 
that  the  petuniary  interests  of  oihpr  Stales  coft- 
nected  with  il,  are  equal  to  those  of  8<juih  Csro* 
lina.  They,  liowever,  staailing  alouf  from  liua 
pursuit  of  paltry  gain,  and  actuated  by  mootesof 
humanity  and  justice,  have  entirely  inlvrdicted 
it.  Sou£h  Caroliaa  alone,  aninflucDced  by  (tie 
example  of  her  sister  Slates,  has  opened  her  dow* 
to  (be  introduction  of  slaves. 

If,  then,  their  object  be  profit,  let  ua,  as  faraa 
we  can,  reduce  (bis  profit;  le(  us  throw  every  iiO' 
pediment  we  can  in  tbe  way  of  it  But  if  bM 
been  said,  >od  with  some  degree  of  Bppareo(  tri- 
umph, in  argumeOE,  that  if  we  pass  tliepropowd 
laWi  we  sheil  thereby  regulaie  this  trade,  and,  iik. 
doing  so,  be  bound  to  protect  il.  AstunidieA,  ui. 
I  should  be  to  see  (ha(  standard,  heretufoie  laiW 
in  the  defence  of  liberiy,  now  reduced  to  pnHtcI 
the  slave  trade.  Fortunaiely,  however,  we  csb 
never  be  bound  to  protect  (bis  trade,  because  the 
United  States  have  solemnly  declared  (hatitsbaU 
never  be  carried  on  io  any  of  our  ve«svls,  oc  by 
any  of  our  citizens.  How,  then,  protect  ill  U 
French,  Sp»oi^h,  orKiigliab  vessels?  Doea  not 
the  coramqn  Si^nse  of  every  man  revolt  at  the  idral 
By  the  laws  of  ihe  land,  our  own  ciiizeos  cannot 
carry  DO  the  trade;  surely,  ifa en,  we  caanot  ht 
called  on  to  protect  foreign  vessels  in  practices 
disallowed  to  t^ur  ovn  citizens.  We  have,  iberc- 
fore,  no  ren^on  on  earth  lu  feat  (ha(  our  armeil 
vessels  will  be  degraded  by  convoying  a  paicelof 
slaves  to  this  boasted  land  of  liberty. 

But  it  is  said  ihat  we  shall  encourage  tbe  tr«dc 
by  drawing  a  revenue  from  it.  I  appeal  (o  ibe 
compel  sense  of  gentlemen,  whether  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  duly  upon  an  article  can  be  cumidercd 
as  encouraging  its  importaliuo  1  Have  dotin  im- 
posed tj;ion  itiiported  articled  oniinarily  this  effect? 
No.  if  this  effect  is  intended,  the  way  is  to  strip 
them  of  duties;  and,  jn  Ibe  case  of  a  favorite  at* 
licle,  always  to  keep  it  exempt  from  duty.  To 
be  lold,  then,  because  we  lay  a  duty  u|iod  the  tm- 
ponstioo  of  slaves,  we,  therefore,  favor  (heir  itn- 
poriation,  in  the  most  novel  priuoiple  I  evef  beaid 

is  said  this  duty  will  not  prohibit  tbe  import- 
I  of  slaves,    f  would  beglsd  if  it  ^hould  bare 
the  effect  uf  frohibiling  their  impoiiatioo  ;  but  I 
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will  aclcoowledge  I  despair  of  any  greai  effnei  be- 
iog  produced  in  thiH  w8f<  But  though  it  may 
Doi  have  ihU  effect,  it  may  depress  tbe  greal  sliui- 
ulus  the  trader  haa  to  carrf  oo  ibis  trade.  I(  can 
only  be  eaTried  on  from  moiivea  of  gain.  Will  ii 
be  said  Id  be  DO  IriSing  thing  to  imjiosf  a  laz  of 
t£D  dollars  a  head  on  a  cargo  of  three  or  four  hun- 
dred blacks?  Will  ibis  be  no  diDQlDUiion  of  proSt  1 

This  is  all  ire  eta  do.  Let  ua,  (hen,  do  all  we 
can,  and  leare  the  reiilioProvideQce.  Let  us  not 
fnll  for  help  oatil  we  have  first  helped  ourselvex. 
Iietui  not  say  theCoastiiutioa  lies  our  hands  froip 
doing  anything,  nbeo  we  are  stared  oo  ibe  very 
face  of  it,  with  the  poper  is  do  lomething.  We 
abatl  never  be  able  iq  fvipe  away  th^  dingrace  of 
encouraging  ihe  slave  trade,  which  may  be  im- 
puted to  us,  unlew  we  pass,  to  the  full  eiteni  of 
OUT  Consiiiational  powers,  laws  to  prohibit  tt. 
Ma^  not  the  refleclioa  be  cast  upon  us,  ifa at,  after 
baving-  achieved  onr  liberry,  our  first  act  was  ic 
trample  under  fuot  the  most  sacred  rights  of  hU' 
inanity  and  justice  7  If  what  we  shall  do  will  nol 
amuunt  to  a  prohibition  of  ihe  Irade,  is  ail  oui 
labor  therefore  lost?  No,  sir;  we  majr  draw  a 
revenue  from  it.  We  are  (old  that  this  will  he 
Jiseraceful ;  that  it  will  be  lb«  price  of  inramy ; 
ana  (hat  an  honest  Qov^rntneni  ought  qoi  to  draw 
■  revenue  from  so  corrupt  a  scarce.  In  answer 
to  ibis  sugi^estion,  I  wilt  nppea)  to  the  sentmenii 
ttf  every  member  of  this  Coramiitee.  If  il  be  in- 
famona,  ai  geniletnes  contend,  ibe  Gooaiituiioii 
bafi  tied  up  our  hands ;  the  Cunstitulion  has  le- 
galized ttte  trade.  If  there  be  infamy  in  it,  we 
are  bonnd  to  submit  to  it.  Under  theae  circDOi- 
stnncet.  what  does  cninmon  sense  tell  n*  to  do  7 
To  make  tbe  most  of  the  power  we  possess.  Th^re 
is  evil  enough.  God  knows,  in  the  trade,  and 
we  can  only  lessen  this  evil  by  extracting  as 
much  good  from  it  as  we  can.  h  ii  just  to  say 
a  Oovernment  patronizes  crimes  because  it  de- 
rives profit  from  the  labor  of  her  criminal  coa- 
TictH?  It  is  cuntrary  to  common  sense  to  draw 
aiich  a  conclusion.  Oenilemen  say,  if  you  draw 
revenue  from  ibis  source,  you  may  as  well  obtain 
it  from  licensing  thieves,  murderers,  and  the  per- 
petrators of  other  crim««,  Bijt  Inere  is  a  great 
difference  between  the  cases.  In  one  cose  you 
have  a  right  to  punish,  and,  by  puoishing,  prevent 
the  eomoiission  of  crimes.  But  here  out  hands 
are  tied.  Thus  far,  says  the  Consiituiioti,  you 
shall  go,  and  no  farther.  We  may  prevent,  and 
we  do  prevent,  our  own  citizens  from  carrying  on 
the  slave  iraile,  but  they  dare  not  go  further. 
With  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  ast  whether  im- 
posing a  duty  can  be  considered  as  sanciioEiiog 
theacil  A  thief  we  may  punish;  hut,  in  this 
ease,  we  cannot  drag  to  our  i/ibuaals  men  who 
owe  nn  allesiaoce  to  our  Qovfrnraent,  and  who 
are  sheltered  under  a  CoDSlilutioual  provision. 

We  impose  duties  on  all  anicleH  except  those 
we  think  proper  to  encourage.  Why,  inen,  ex- 
empt this  1  Unfortunately,  a  slave  js  ci>nkidered 
by  our  laws  as  an  article  of  prnperty,  and  comes 
Fitliio  ifae  cla^s  of  properly  imported  into  the 
United  Stales.  Upon  salt,  sugar,  and  other  arti- 
tles  of  the  first  nec^faity,  w?  bare  laid  kij[h  a#4 


oppressive  duties.  We  have  laid  a  duly  of  twenty 
cents  on  every  bu-bel  of  salt,  and  correspondent 
duties  on  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  and  molasses.  I  a»k, 
then,  when  it  is  considered  that  ihese  articles  are 
extensively  consumed  bv  ihe  poor  of  our  country, 
do  we  OJl  lake  from  labor  tbe  price  of  iis  indus- 
try, while  we  omit  to  lay  any  duty  on  slaves,  who, 
so  far  from  being  owned  by  the  poor,  are  the  ex- 
clusive properly  of  ihe  rich  7 — thus  eiempiing 
this  article  uf  luxury,  while  others  of  the  first  ne- 
cessity, ^hich  are  consumed  by  ibe  poor.iu  coni- 
mnn  with  all  descriptions  of  citizens,  are  burdened 
with  a  baavy  duty.  While  articles  allowed  to  be 
beneficial  to  all  classes  pay  higli  duiies,  artictet 
which  fre  injurious,  used  by  ihe  rich  lo  iiamper 
their  luxury,  remain  free  from  duty,  and  all  th« 
efforts  of  (he  nation  cannot  obtain  the  impopiiion 
of  even  a  sligiit  duty  od  ifai.'m.  How  inconsistent 
is  this  with  the  pompous  profession  of  relieving 
tbe  poor,  so  losg  sounded  in  our  ear» !  We  have 
heard  it  Iriumplianlljr  annouaced  that  the  millen- 
nium has  arrived. and  that  poor  men  are  no  lunger 
to  be  oppressed  with  grievous  taxes;  andyel,  wlien 
we  propose  to  lay  a  duty,  whose  effi-ct  might  be 
to  lessen  the  tax  on  the  necessaries  of  life,  we  are 
told  we  are  not  to  do  il,  because  il  will  irritate 
the  rich.  I  would  not  wish  to  ^yound  the  feel- 
ings of  any  mnH|butl  do  noi  know  why  we  should 
trample  oo  the  poor  in  order  to  privilege  the  rich. 
In  this  country,  1  know  of  no  such  privileged 
order,  and  I  trust  we  never  shall  know  it.  Viewed 
in  ibeaspectof  revenue,  is  the  duty  so  small  asto 
be  unwurlhy  of  notice  7  If  the  tax  produce  onljr 
$20,000,  it  will  enable  us  to  take  off  tbe  tax  oa 
pepper;  and  should  i(  produce  ooly  $10,000,  we 
may  take  off  the  tax  on  medicines  and  a  variet]r 
ofother  articles  consumed  by  all  classes  of  our  cit- 
'zeos.  But  it  may  not  be  as  small  as  ffenilemen 
imagine.  If  10.000  slaves  are  imported  in  a  year, 
it  will  amount  to  $100,000.  It  is  poxsible  double 
sum  may  arise  from  it.  I  affect  not,  on  this 
point,  to  speak  with  precision,  but  if  we  reckon  on 
what  bas  occurred  in  past  times,'  we  calculate  on 
'mproper  data.  As  we  shall  in  a  short  lime  pos- 
leiis  (he  poper  of  entirely  pruhibiiing  the  trade, 
the  present  pioment  will  probably  be  seized  as  the 
last  ^ays  in  whjch  ibis  iniquitous  trade  may  be 
iiiumphantlycarried  on.  In  order  to  meet  future 
inds,  those  engaged  in  it  will  go  to  the  full 
It  of  their  capital— lo  tbe  whole  length  of 
which  im  portalions  will  be  made.  This  is  a  strong 
reason  fur  our  doing  all  in  our  power  to  repres; 
this  trade. 
I  need  not  dwell  on  the  great  number  of  slaves 
oncenired  in  the  Southern  Siateii,  At  ihe  time 
f  taking  the  cen^us  ihey  arauuoted  to  S33.(>00. 
In  the  Siate  of  South  Cdrulina  there  were  146,0UO 
lares,  and  109.000  whites.  I  qeed  nut  ei|iBiiaie 
in  (he  greatness  of  this  evil.  Not  only  Suuth 
Carolina  noay  suffer,  but  all  the  other  neighboring 
"  lies  may  share  the  evjl.  Those  States  wliQ 
!  ashamed  to  avow  a  participation  in  Hie  trade, 
iv  be  indebted  to  her  I'ur  an  augmeuiation  Ot 
'ir  sJares;  and  the  evil  may  jextend  to  those 
..lies  wlio  now  believe  themselves  secure,  (f 
thtise  pjEople  Qrere  to  rise  ^n  Lheit  mf f.lers^  1  ^t'k.  tt 
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the  whole  Uoion  would  Dot  be  bound  to  assist  in 
puiting  theiu  dowuT  It  is  not,  therefore,  South 
Carolina  atone,  but  all  the  members  of  this  Con- 
federacy that  may  be  disturbed  by  the  accumula- 
tion orihisevil.  It  is  from  these  consideraiioas — 
because  I  wish  ibis  traffic  to  be  checked,  and  be- 
cause, as  an  object  of  rereoue,  I  am  for  maktag 
the  most  of  the  evil,  and  because  we  may  be  ~~~ 
bled  thereby  lo  exempt  articles  of  the  first  at 
sity  from  at  leait  a  part  of  the  duties  imposed  upon 
them — that  I  am  of  opinion  that  we  ought  not.  In 
justice,toesemptthia  article  any  longer  from  duty, 

[After  the  speech  of  Mr.  Broom,  the  debate  went 
on  during  the  rerosiuder  of  thia  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  ensuing  day.  Having  already  pre- 
aented,  in  the  remarks  of  the  preceding  speakers, 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  prominent  facia  and  ideas 
disclobed  in  the  debate,  we  shall,  from  a  necessary 
regard  to  other  more  important  matter,  pass  lightly 
Dvei  that  part  of  it  which  followed,  conGoiog  our 
notice  principally  to  replies  and  explanatioos 
drawn  forth  from  the  obserTations  already  detailed. 
Thiscourae  is  pursued  to  give  an  impartial  sketch 
of  what  occurred. — Edilora.'] 

Mr.  Sloan  spoke  at  some  length,  enforcing  thi 
ideas  previously  expressed  by  htm. 

Mr.  BEDinoEH  assigned  his  reasons  for  being 
•gainst  the  resolutions.  He  viewed  the  slave  trade. 
as  a  great  evil,  but  he  feared  the  imposition  of  a 
duty  would  rather  encourage  than  repress  theim- 
poriatioQ  of  slaves.  He  knew  the  tax  would  be 
disagreeable  to  his  constituents,  and  he  would 
rather  go  on  without  receiving  a  cent  from  it  than 
raise  money  in  such  a  way. 

Mr.  Eakly  said  that  he  was  far  frotn  intending 
to  charge  the  mover  of  the  resolution  with  a  dis- 
position to  wound  the  feelings  of  any  member  of 
the  House.  He  had  said  nothiiig  to  that  effect. 
He  would  on  the  contrary  observe  that  he  consid- 
ered the  manner  of  the  gentleman  mild,  and  such 
as  had  not  rendered  him  in  the  least  obnoxious  lo 
such  acharee.  He  had  said  that  the  feelings  of 
South  Carolina  would  be  probably  wounded  by 
the  measure.  He  had  no  disposition,  however,  to 
charge  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  fMr. 
Sloak)  with  suoh  an  inteniioa.  The  tasi  of 
wounding  the  feelings  of  South  Carolina  (if  the 
observations  of  a  gentleman  on  this  floor  could 
wound  her  feelings)  had  been  reserved  for  the  gen- 
tleman's friend  from  Delaware,  (Mr.  Broom,)  who 
had  taken  occasion  to  heap  on  her  head,  so  far  as 
related  to  the  importation  of  slaves,  every  term 
of  reproach  which  his  imagination  could  brinzto 
bis  aid.  If  he  expected  he  would  be  imitated  in 
aucb  a  procedure,  he  would  be  mistaken.  One 
word  in  reply  to  an  observation  which  he  had  ap- 
plied to  the  State  of  Georgia.  He  had  said  that 
the  evil  was  not  confined  to  South  Carolina,  but 
that  it  extended  to  the  neighboring  States— that 
it  extended  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  who,  though 
ashamed  to  avow  her  approbation  of  it,  partici- 

Sled,aotwilhs(aoding,  with  South  Caroliiia  in  it. 
ive  me  leave  to  say,  said  Mr.  E.,  so  far  as  relates 
lo  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  that  she  has  not  been— 
that  she  never  will  be — ashamed  to  avow  what 
ahedoes;  and  lhat,so  far  from  approving  thia  Irade, 


■he  took  a  step  six  or  eight  yart  back,  thai  bad 
not  then  been  taken  by  any  other  State :  she  pro- 
hibited the  traffic  by  an  express  injunction  of  her 
coDsiiiutian.  Let  the  gentleman  from  Deliwars 
show  anything  in  his  own  conttilution  like  this. 
On  this  occasion,  the  opponents  of  the  resoIuiioD 
wefe  disposed  to  treat  the  subject  vrith  temper. 
Heretofore,  the  temper  which  had  been  display^ 
had  originated  with  them,  but  novr  it  has  pro- 
ceeded from  a  different  qoarter. 

The  debate  here  closed  for  ibis  dajr.  TheCom- 
mittee  rose  about  4  o'clock,  and  obtained  leave  to 
sit  again. 

WsDNEauAr,  Janu&ry  22. 

Mr.  P.  R.  TaoHFaoN  presented  a  memorial 
from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Alexandria,  in  ike 
District  of  Columbia,  represeniiog  tbat  the  fees 
paid  to  the  officers  of  the  courts  are  exorbiiiDC 
and  oppressive,  and  praying  that  the  fea  may  be 
reduced  to  the  same  amount  chargeable  in  iha 
eourta  of  Virgiaia. — Referred  to  the  commiitee  ap- 
pointed yesterday  on  the  resolaiion  offered  hy 
Mr.  Nelsom. 

After  a  few  explanatory  remarks,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  show  the  necessity  of  uniformii; 
in  certain  judicial  proceedings  of  the  Sutes,  Ut. 
BinwsLL  offered  the  following  resolution; 

Boohed,  Tbat  ■  oomulttM  be  iiqMnBHd  In  cmi- 
'  oder  whether  any,  and  if  tnj,  what  buihw  pnvisuKi 
on^t  tD  be  made  by  law  for  pte*eiib«D(  tba  muutw 
ID  which  the  public  sets,  reoords,  and  ju^dal  proceed- 
iugs  of  tha  reqwctive  States  shall  be  proved,  and  llw 
a&ct  thereof i  and  tbat  th^  have  hav*  lo  report  bj 
lull  or  otherwise. 

Agreed  lo,  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  five 
members. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in 
certain  eases,  to  the  Stale  Judges  and  State 
Courts.  The  bill  was  reported  with  an  amend- 
ment thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment,  do  tie  on  the^ahle. 

IMPORTATION  OF  8LATE& 

The  House  again  went  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Mr.  Sloan's  resolution  for  itppoa- 
ing  a  tax  of  ten  dollars  upon  every  slave  impacted 
into  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Dawsor.— Every  gentleman  who  ha» 
spoken  on  this  unfinished  business  has  expressed 
his  regret  at  its  introdnction— none  feel  it  more 
than  Idn;  of  the  sincerity  of  which  decliration 
I  mean  to  give  a  proof  by  the  motion  which  I 
shall  make  to  you. 

If  this  regret  was  felt  at  the  introdnction,  it 
most  be  increased  by  the  course  which  the  argu- 
ment has  taken,  and  by  the  warmth  which  ha( 
attended  it.  At  a  time  iixe  this,  when  depredaiioot 
are  committed  on  our  commerce,  coasts,  and  liar- 
bora;  when  our  projierty  is  plundered,  our  citi- 
zens aod  our  country  maltreated  and  insulted,  it 
would  seem  to  me  to  be  more  wise  and  more 
patriotic  to  cherish  a  spirit  of  ■ccommodaiioa, 
and  to  unite  all  our  effoiu  and  wisdom  in  adopting 
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those  Duiaurea  beat  calenUtei]  fo  mMt  ihfs  state 
of  ihiiwa,  to  BDpport  oar  jasl  elaims,  to  vindicate 
ODi  violated  rights;  and  DOl  loiiitroduce  labJectB 
which  will  inevitablr  create  division,  wbich  will 
excite  one  section  of  the  coatineBi.  one  poriioa  of 
our  fellow-eitizena,  against  another,  iherebf  dis- 
turbing that  hannony  and  union  of  coootiils  so 
oecessBif  for  the  good  of  tbe  whole. 

With  this  view  of  our  situation,  in  order  to 
taiie  sack  measures  as  tbe  state  of  otir  coun^rj 
tequires,  I  move  to  postpone  the  farther  eonsider- 
tlion  of  that  resolution  nntil  tbis  day  week,  in 
order  that  we  may  co  into  Caininittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  ofthe  Dnion. 

Mr.  Leib  opposed,  and  Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tenaes- 
see,  supported  Ine  postpotiemeot. 

Mr.  Broom  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 

Sinia  spoke  of  ■  degree  ofwartnth  excited  by  this 
iscussioD.  I  presume,  said  Mr.  B-.,  that  intbis 
remark  be  had  some  allasioD  to  me.  I  must  con- 
fess I  am  sorry,  tbat  any  {^atleman  should  bave 
so  nnderstood  my  observaiious  as  to  suppose  them 
applicable  to  any  member  of  this  House,  or  any 
Stale  in  the  UDion.  I  assure  the  House  I  iiitend- 
ed  my  observations  should  apply  to  the  slave 
trade  as  carried  on  from  Africa,  and  not  to  any 
State  or  member  on  this  floor.  I  perceived  by  a 
law  of  tbe  United  Stales  tbat  this  trade  was  not 
permitted  to  be  carried  on  by  any  Slate,  or  citizen 
of  the  United  States.  I  therefore  could  not  pre- 
sume it  was  so  carried  on,  and  could  thetefore 
mean  no  reSection  on  any  Slate  or  citizeus  of 
the  United  Slates.  My  observations  were  exclu- 
sively applicable  lo  the  slave  trade, 

Messrs.  Sloan,  St*nton,  Fibk,  and  Eluer, 
spoke  against  tbe  postponement,  and  Mr.  T&o- 
OABT  Bgatnat  the  resQlutioa.  When  the  question 
on  postpooemeat  was  lost — yeas  35. 

Mr.  Dana  took  an  historical  view  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Coni;res3  on  (his  subject;  regretted 
the  rejection  of  his  amendment,  and  added,  tbat  as 
the  sole  question  was  now  on  the  original  resolu- 
tion, a  question  which  he  had  wished  lo  have 
parried,  but  which  the  committee  had  determined 
should  be  lakeo,  and  he  was  then  officially  called 
upon  to  express  his  approbatioti  or  disapprobation 
of  the  slave  trade,  he  could  not  hesitate  for  a  mo- 
ment doing  the  latter.  He  should  therefore  vote 
for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Alstoh  placed  in  a  more  expanded  view 
bis  observations  of  yesterday,  and  made  addi- 
tional remarks. 

Mr.  J.  C,  Smith  supported  the  resolntion,  and 
▼indicated  the  State  he  represented  from  any  im- 
pniatioQ  from  not  having  a  similar  feature  in  bet 
constitution  to  that  of  tbe  coosiiiuiioa  of  Bor- 
gia. He  observed  that  the  coDstitutloa  oF  Con- 
necticut, having  had  its  origin  about  two  hundred 
years  ago.  bad  not  foreseen  the  present  state  ol 
things;  but  he  begged  permission  to  say.  tbat 
Connecticat  bad  never  received  into  her  bosom 
any  of  the  species  of  property  alluded  to. 

Some  recriminations  ensued  between  several 
nemberfi,  on  the  ^riicipalion  of  the  traders  of 
tome  of  the  New  England  Slaiea  in  carrying  oo 
the  stare  trade. 


Messrs.  8  HI  LIE  and  Sodtbaro  spoke  r  I  con- 
siderable length  in  favor-of  the  resoluiion. 

Mr.  T.  MoDRB  said  he  had  not  on  this  occasion 
expected  to  bave  risen  ;  but  as  he  was  one  of  the 
Representatives  of  South  Carolina,  he  ihonght  it 
his  duty  10  offer  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject. 

He  said  it  was  true  he  was  one  of  those  who 
had  expressed  his  expectation  that  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Sonlh  Carolina  would  pass  prohibitory 
laws  againit  tbe  importation  of  slaves.  He  had 
no  doobt  other  Representatives  of  the  State  had 
expressed  in  private  the  same  opinion.    It  was 

Erobabte,  under  that  expectation,  that  the  House 
ad  postponed  the  farther  consideration  of  the  re- 
Holntion  the  session  before  the  last.  Be  tbat  as 
it  inigbt,  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  charge 
him  with  duplicity.  He  wonld  slate  some  facts 
□ot. known  to  every  one.  It  would  be  recollected, 
after  the  postponement  hnd  taken  place  here,  in 
the  Legislature  of  Sonth  Carolina  a  bill  had  pass- 
ed the  House  of  Representataiives  by  a  large  ma- 
jority, and  had  been  lost  in  the  Senate  but  by  s 
single  vote.  Tbe  last  session  of  the  Legislature, 
the  same  thioj^  bad  occurred.  He  would  ask,  if 
tbis  did  not  justify  the  expectation  he  had  ex- 
pressed? As  be  was  up,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  could 
not  avoid  making  a  reply  to  a  few  of  the  obser- 
vatioos  of  the  gentleman  from  Ddawnre,  ^Hr. 
BaooM.)  Hb  was  not  a  little  astonished  to  heat 
Bcentleman  on  this  floor,  express  such  sentinMnta 
otmalice  and  disrespect  towards  South  Carolina 
Bsd  her  eiticens.  He  had  hoped,  from  a  gen- 
ilemaa  who  lately  caiae  into  the  House,  more 
prudence.  But  be  his  standing  what  it  misht,  be 
would  tell  him  his  expressions  had  been  felt  by 
the  Representatives  of  that  State.  He  bad  made 
a  long  harangue  to  make  the  House  believe  that 
a  tax  of  ten  dollars  would  do  everything;  but 
there  was  Dot  a  single  gentleman  in  the  House, 
acquainted  with  business,  who  could  believe  that 
it  would  prevent  tbe  importation  of  a  single  slave. 
Mr.  M.  said,  he  would  make  thissingle  observation, 
and  let  the  gentleman  apply  it  as  be  pleased.  He 
would  remind  him  of  tbe  anecdote  between  the 
bedlamite  and  the  beau,  who  had  a  sword  swa^ 

fering  aihisside  ;  when  the  latter  was  asked  what 
e  bad  that  sword  for,  he  said  it  was  to  kill  bis 
enemies— let  them  alone,  said  the  former,  they  will 
die  of  themselves.  If  the  gentleman  had  saved 
himself  (he  trouble  of  making  the  disrespectfol 
apitbetiin  which  he  had  indulged,  he  might  have 
created  less  cause  for  irritation,  and  evervthiag 
might,  perhaps,  have  been  put  on  the  heat  looting 
for  passing  prohibitory  laws. 

AAer  a  few  explanatory  remarks  from  Messrs. 
Sloan  and  Shilig, 

Mr.  Rbea  of  Tennessee  entered  largely  into 
the  Geld  of  argument  against  the  resoloiion. 

When  the  question  being  put,  the  resolution  was 
agreed  to — yeas  79. 

The  Committee  having  risen,  and  the  House 
being  resumed,  took  the  report  of  the  Committee 
into  consideration. 

Mr.  Clare,  havinsmade  a  few  remarks  against 
agreeing  (o  the  resolution,  a^ed  for  the  taking 
of  the  yeas  and  nays. 
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Mr.  ALaTon  taiil,  iflherfiolutioD  werelo  (iiss, 
be  hapej  il  wuuli  be  made  ioUlliKiUe.  What 
coDiiiiuted  a  slave?  That  wbich  made  a  «Lave 
in  oae  Siaiedid  not  make  it  inanolh^r.  A  cargo 
of  persODi  brought  ialo  Sauih  Carolina  becEme, 
noder  her  laws,  lUves,  wbo  trouUI  not  be  slaves 
under  (he  laws  of  MaHsachuseitt.  Are  we  (hen 
abojt  to  pass  a  law  tot  revenue,  rbot  tarn  the 
Tery  pe»oti$  in  Sualh  Carolina  that  are  not  tax- 
able ID  MawachLMetii  7 

The  main  q^uettiaa  was  ihen  takea  by  yeaa  and 
najis  on  aEfeeiog  lo  tbe  rciolution — yaas  90,  naya 
S5,  a*  follows : 

Till — baac  ABdenon,  Jolui  Anitiar,  David  Bardi 
BorMdl  BusAtt,  ailu  Betlos,  Btnubai  Bidwell, 
ThoDlM  Blount,  Janes  M.  Broan,  Robert  Brown,  John 
Bojle,  John  Chandler,  Uvlio  Chiitenden,  John  (11*)- 
borne.  George  C Linton,  jun.,  Jbhii  Cloptan,  Fredariclc 
Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Coviagton,  Richard 
Cutts,  Osmufll  W.  Dana,  Ezr*  Darb;,  John  Davenport, 
Jun„  William  Dickwn,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebeneier  Elmsr, 
WilliBm  Elf,  Willi&m  FinJIc;,  Juinvf  Piak,  John  Fow- 
ler, Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew 
Grsgg,  Silas  Halsei,  John  Bamilton,  8elh  Hastings, 
William  Halms,  DsTid  Holmes,  Dsvid  Hough,  John 
G.  Jackson,  Wallar  Jones,  James  Kelly,  Thomas 
Ksaan,  Nehsmish  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Michael 
Laib.  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Mat- 
thaw  Lyon.  Nicholas  R.  Hoore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Moaaiy,  Jeremiah  r<el*oa,  Roger  Nelson, 
Thonas  Newtno,  jun,,  Gidwin  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
inn.,  John  Pu;h,  Joaiah  Quinc^,  J»tu  Baa  of  Peonsyl- 
Tania,  iohn  Ruuell,  Peter  Bailly,  Thomas  Sammoas, 
EbsuezeiSetier.James  Sloan.  John  Sinilie,  John  Cotton 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Ssmuel  Smith,  Hsnry  Southardt 
Bichard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  WiUiaia  Stedman, 
Lewis  B.  StuTges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge',  Samuel  Teo- 
Dfly,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Varaum,  Daniel  C. 
Tsrplsock,  Poleg  Wadsworth,  Matthew  Walton.  John 
Whitehilt.  Robert  Whitehill.  Bliphalst  Wickes,  Mar- 
madake  WiUiaini,  Nsthiu  Williams,  Alexander  WJ- 
•on,  and  Joseph  'Winston. 

NiTB— Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  George  M.  Bediufer, 
William  Bnller,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Christo- 

eier  Clark,  Jacob  Crown inshielil,  John  Dawson,  Blias 
trie,  Peter  Early,  Jameii  Elliot,  James  M.  Qamett, 
Kobart  Marian,  Josish  Mastars,  William  McCreery, 
David  Msriwsther,  Thomas  Moore,  Thomas  M.  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rhaa  of  Tanneasee,  Thomas  Sandfanl, 
O'BciSD  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Thomas  W.  Thomp- 
aoD,  Darid  K.  Willians,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in 

Knuani  to  the  aaid  reaolution;  and  that  Mr. 
oaN,  Mr.  FiSE,  and  Mr.  Dana,  do  prepare  and 
briog  ia  the  aame. 

TflUHBDAT,  January  23. 

On  motioa  of  Mr.  Stanpoho, 

Baoteed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aiieriiis  the  time 
for  holding  the  Circuit  Court  in  the  Dititict  ol 
North  Carolina. 

Ordered  Thai  Mr.  SraKroRD.  Mr.  Cl4be, 
•Dd  Mr.  WiLLiAHi,  of  South  Carolina,  be  ap- 
l^ioted  a  committee,  purauaoi  to  the  said  teaolu- 


DETACHMENT  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

The  Hoose  molTrd  itself  iotn  a  Cornmill^e  of 
e  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  deiiehmeDt 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States.  Several 
blaolia  in  tbe  bill  were  &Jled  up,  one  aoiboHiinj^ 
the  Pre^ideDt  of  the  United  Slates  to  accept  aa 
part  of  the  detachment  any  carps  of  volunieert 
wbo  ibsll  engage  to  cantinoe  in  service  six  moDifai 
ifter  arriving  at  tbe  place  of  TendravoDi,  and  an- 
other appmprialtng  IWQ  millions  of  dollars  for  tbe 
pay  and  aubeistence  of  such  part  of  the  detseb- 
ment  as  may  be  called  iolo  serriee.  When  i ha 
Gummitiea  rose  and  reported  the  biU  with  these 
amendments,  in  which  the  House  concurred. 
Mr.  DartA  moved  to  amend  the  ^rst  section  by 
rilcJng  out  the  fullowing  words,  in  italic,  relative 
ihe  proportions  of  the  delaclimeal  lo  be  called 
from  the  respective  States;  "lo  beaoportiuned  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  bni  the  miiitia 
rttvna  of  the  hut  year,  in  ca*t$  where  sacA  re- 
lurnt  iDere  made,  and  in  etuei  where  such  rtturnt 
■were  not  mnde  Ihe  latl  year,  by  wuch  other  data 
w  he  ekall  judge  equitable  "  t.a(\  bysubsiitutiogiii 
lieu   thereof  the   words,  ''according  to   the  last 

Mr.  Vakkiih  stated  seTeral  Teasons  against  (he 

Mr,  Dana  withdrew  his  amendment,  and  moved 

nodiScation  of  it;  which  he  also  withdrew  on  aa 

iplanaiioo  made  by  Mr.  Vabnuk.    Whrn  the 

bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fur  a  third  read- 

)0  Monday. 

r.  Smflib  said  that  on  the  third  of  Decembet 
the  ful'owing  rest^ution  t|ad  beep  entered  into  bf 
the  House: 

"  Boohed,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  tha 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  U  the  condua 
of  the  belUgerent  Powers  towards  the  United  States, 
and  the  unjustifiable  construction  lately  given  by  some 
of  them  to  the  Isw  of  nations  as  it  r^aids  the  rights 
of  neutrals,  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Mr,.  SiiiLiB  said  he  did  not  know  bow  Ibis  sub' 
jeci  cnme  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meant*.    He  believed  it  furaisbed  iha 


referred  lo  any  standing  o_ 

the  House,  It  had  always  been  u^ual  lo  tefet 
such  principles  for  settlemeot,  in  the  first  insiance, 
to  a  Comm'det!  of  the  Wtinle  on  the  state  of  tht 
(J 'lion,  lo  which  committee  several  mentorials  OB 
the  same  subject  bad  heeo  leferied.  There  was 
another  circumstance  which  it  was  necessary  to 
?itaie,  which  was  the  deranged  situatioa  of  itM 
Commiiiee  of  W^ys  and  Means;  three  raeiDberi 
nf  which  were  absent  from  tbe  House.  As  this 
was  confessedly  (he  most  important  subject  be- 
fore them,  he  trusted  the  moiioo  he  was  about  to 
make  would  prevail. 

Mr.  SuiLiE  then  moved  that  the  ComniiKee  of 
Ways  and  Means  be  discharged  from  tbe  farlhei 
eoniideratioD  of  tlii)  subject. 

Mr.  QtjFNcv  said,  if  the  object  was  to  discus) 
the  propriety  of  the  reference  of  ibis  auhjrct  lo 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaj^,  l^e  iluubiei 
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wlietder  the  motion  were  fa  order,  Rt  the  same 
point  had  beeo  before  debated  at  large  when  the 
leference  obiatoed.  He  ahauld  anppuie  the  mo»i 
proper  coorte  would  Ne  to  call  od  the  chairmni) 
of  ilie  comniitlee  to  iarorin  the  Hddm  io  whMt 
•iluaiion  tbe  bannesa  itood.  Ttie  ehairman 
mrght,  perhaps,  be  in  bis  place to-mom>w.  It  ap~ 
peared  to  htm  that  tbii  molioa  might  imp\y  a 
eefisnre  upoa  the  commiiUe. 

Mr.  Smius  said  he  meaDl  do  dnrerpect  to  tbe 

eommiti«e,  and  Miid  hn  wouM,  at  the  request  of  tbe 

memfaef,  withdraw  hjs  bMtion  naiil  lo-morrow. 

DEFENCE  OP  PORTS  Alfl)  HAHBORS. 

On  moiioD  of  Mr.  DAWBOK,tfae  Ifoaae  retolved 
ilseirinlD  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  tha  state 
of  the  Union,  on  the  report  of  a  aekct  eoenmrtiee 
on  tbat  part  of  the  Message  of  the  President  that 
rehieaiothe  derending  our  ports  and  harbors,  4bc. 

The  first  resoLutioD  was  read  as  follows: 

JtefA&wd^  That  i  sum  of  moner,  not  nfwaiHng  one 
hundred  and  flftj  thoncand  dotlan,  be  appraprialed  to 
•Babl«  the  Preaiihnt  of  tbe  United  Statea,  to  oasa  dut 
ports  and  haibon  to  be  better  fortified  and  protected 
tgainat  any  ioaolt  or  injary. 

Mr.  Dawson.— At  the  commencement  of  the 
prcMni  se!isioii,  tbe  President  of  tbe  Uaiied  States 
in  obedience  to  his  daty,  raade  knows  to  ns  the 
atate  of  the  nation  ;  he  iben  informed  us,  that, 

"  Odt  coasts  have  lieen  inlestad,  and  oaT  hayborA 
wabdied,  b;  private  armed  veosels,  same  of  them  with- 
Mlt  comiBis^ni,  Hinie  nitfa  lllegnl  comoiiuioni.  others, 
widi  ihoM  of  legal  farm,  but  eommltting  piratical  acts 
beyond  the  aaUiorityof  thmicommintonB.  Tbeyhave 
eaptnred  in  tbe  verj  eatrsiMeafour  haiboh,  as  well 
as  on  tbe  high  aeia,  not  onl;  the  vessel*  of  ow  friends 
ooming  to  trade  »ilii  w,  but  oar  own  also.  Tb^  havB 
carried  them  0%  aoder  pretence  of  legal  adjudication, 
bat  not  daring  to  approach  acourt  of  Justice,  the;  have 
plundered  and  sunk  them  by  the  way.  or  in  obscure 
placea,  nbere  no  evLdenoe  could  arise  against  them, 
maltreated  tbe  crews,  and  abandoned  Ibem  in  boats  in 
the  open  sea,  or  on  desert  shores,  without  food  or  cover- 
ing. These  enormities  appearing  to  be  Unreached  by 
any  control  of  their  Sovereigns,  T  found  it  necessary  to 

a  nip  »  fbrre.  to  eraiae  wi^n  oar  own  seal,  to  ftrrest 
vessels  of  these  deaeriplloaa  finind  hovering  oh  onr 
coasts,  WttUn  the  limits  of  tbe  Oolf  Btfesn,  and  to 
l»ing  tbe  oflbnden  in  for  triat  atf  pirates. 

"  Tbo  aia^  syMem  ofhoviaiingonovrooaMatndbai^ 
bote,  andet  eolw  of  aaefcing  entmiea,  has  been  also 
carrisd  on  by  pnUie  armed  ships,  to  the  gnat  snooy- 
anee  and  oppiussian  of  ear  eomneree." 

"  WMi  aJMio  ODT  negetiationa  for  ar  MItlaiiiant  of  (W 
Hsrencea  have  not  had  a  aatjahetpry  iasoe.  Spoiislioiw 
during  the  former  w*i<  ^  wbidi  she  had  fbnnally  ao- 
knowledged  herself  reaponaible,  have  been  refnaed  to 
be  compensated  but  on  conditions  a^cting  other  claims 
in  Bonise  conne^tsd  with  Ihem.  Tet  ths  same  prac- 
tices are  renewed  in  the  present  war,  and  me  already 
of  great  amounL  On  the  Mobile,  our.  commerce  pass- 
ing tbrongh  tbat  river  continues  to  be  obstructed  by 
ariiitrary  duties  and  vexatious  searches.  Propositions 
for  adjticting  amicably  the  boundaiiet  of  Louisiana 
have  not  been  acceded  to," 

"  Inroads  have  been  recently  m4de  tnto  the  Terrri- 
tortes  of  Orleans  and  (he  Miaaisaippi.  Our  eititena 
have  been  Mfa«d  aod  dbsla  fn^etqr  jiaaitrti  ia  the 


very  parts  of  Ibe  fbtmer  which  had  been  aetDslly  de- 
livered upbv  Spain,  and  ihia  by  the  regntkr  officers  and 
Midler*  of  (htt  Oovemncmt." 

"In  reviewing  these  iajoMea  iVom  some  of  thfebrUI- 
gerent  Powers,  tbe  SKideration,  the  firmneaa,  and  the 
wisdoinirf  tbe  Legislature  will  )il  be  called  into  action." 

This  eommmileatlon  excited  the  honest  indfg- 
nation  of  all  who  heard  it;  and  a  ainiiJar  iinpree- 
■Joa  seems  to  hare  been  mode  in  every  part  of  ib« 
continent.  Already  have  enr  constiiiieDis  ex- 
preased  their  aentlmeDts ;  daily  do  our  felloW-aJtl- 
zens  convey  to  as  dfolaratiaiw  of  their  indign»i 
tion ;  already  have  they  offered  their  lives,  thete 
tbrtunea  and  tberr  sacred  honor,  is  support  of  our 
jost  etntma,  and  of  oar  violated  rigbtni  nor  bavi 
occurrenees  since  lesaened  that  trnpression.  It 
now  becomes  our  daty,  and  a  most  important  ooa 
it  is,  Io  adopt  those  mea9uces,and  to  provide  those 
means,  best  calculated  to  meet  the  state  of  things ) 
to  secure  peace,  if  peace  Is  attBinable  on  termq 
cODsistenl  with  oar  iniereat  and  hunor;  and,  if 
not,  to  anile  the  cuofidence,  rouse  the  zeal,  and 
direct  all  the  energies  of  our  country,  if  by  the 
fully  of  some  Gurernmenis  aod  the  vices  of  others 
they  should  become  nece.isary.  To  this  all  the 
wisdom,  all  the  firmness,  all  the  moderatioQ  of 
Congress  will  be  called  into  action.  It  well  be- 
hooves us  to  be  neither  rash  nor  diffident;  bui,a»> 
sumio;  that  ground  which  reason,  justice,  and  oni 
importance  as  a  nation,  entitle  us  to.  to  mainiaiQ 
it  with  unbating  zeal,  an  invincible  firmness ;  and 
rendering  iuslice  to  all,  we  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand it  from  all. 

It  is  iniposiiible  for  any  person  to  look  back  on 
the  injuries  and  insults  which  we  hare  received, 
without  feeling  much  indigbaiiou  and  a  spirit  fot 
revenge.  It  is  impossible  lo  look  forward  with- 
out feeling  much  anxiety  and  rnuch  awe.  I  own 
to  you  I  have  ezperjeoced  them.  I  have,  how- 
ever, consoled  myself  with  the  pleasing  hope,  that 
when  we  came  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
aod  took  a  general  Tlew  of  the  slate  of  our  coun- 
try, a  spirit  of  accommodation  would  have  dis- 
covered itself ;  that,  forgetting  all  party  or  local 
distinction,  we  should  bare  united  our  efforts  in 
support  of  our  riolsted  rights,  of  our  plundered 
property,  of  our  degraded  Eilizens;  nor  did  I 
doubt,  nor  do  I  now,  that,  with  this  diapoSitioo, 
the  wisdom  of  Congress  was  adequate  to  all  Iheit 
purposes ;  lo  support  the  peace,  inieiest,  and  honor 
of  our  country. 

Mr.  CuirroM.— It  most  *trik*  every  memb?f  of 
the  House  that  the  son)  contemplated  to  ieappro>- 
priated  by  the  resolution  to  the  proieciion  of  out 
pons  and  barters,  is  alioeether  inadequate.  I  did 
nut  expect  that  we  should  be  called  upon  at  this 
time  to  take  this  subject  into  con^iderarion,  and  I 
Sra  not,  therefore,  prepared  to  go  into  the  neces- 
sary details  uiion  it  j  but  I  believe  tbe  proposed 
a\im  will  go  but  a  small  Way  to  fortify  even  the 
port  of  New  York  al6ne.  I  believe  tde  fortiSca- 
lion  of  onr  ports  and  harbors  is  an  object  of  ibe 
vefy  first  imporianee,  which  has  excited  tbe  iten- 
•ibilify  of  oOT  countrymen  from  one  end  of  the 
continent  to  the  other.  The  attention  of  Con- 
gr««s  has  boen  putietilariy  eallal'  to  the  defwM- 
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lenaDd  aoproteetedMaieortbe  port  ufN«w  York, 
«D  which  (wo  meraoriaU  bave  been  presented, 
one  Trom  (be  merchants  of  the  ciif  of  New  York, 
aad  theotberfromllieCorporuioD.  Idoootwish 
*o  be  nader^tood  «■  cistiag  any  raflectioa  on  the 
opinion  of  ih»  Secretarjr  of  war,  or  on  tbe  re- 
mcltble  commit  lee  who  has  made  this  report. 
But  before  X  give  a  vote  on  the  Bubjeet,  1  wish  it 
eonld  be  inquired  into  more  pariicolRrJy.  1  could 
wish  that  we  had  previoniljr  «  statement  of  tbe 
(itaatioB  of  the  barbon,  and  of  the  turn  neeeMarjr 
to  protect  eaeb  port.  Before  we  hare  this  iiate- 
meot,  it  is  impoisible  for  us  to  decide  whether 
the  propoaed  sum  of  (190,000  will  be  eompalent 
I  wonld  rather  nM  appropriate  a  cent,  than  ap«e 
to  such  «  Bum  as  would  be  c  burlesque  on  the 

Mr.  Thohas  said  the  ram  was  certainly  inade- 
qnite,  and  the  granting  it  appeared  neaHy  equira- 
lent  to  doing  nothiog.    He  Iboujiht  the  course 

Iiurtued  in  this  instance  an  unusual  way  of  mak- 
Qg  an  appropriiiioQ.  Tbe  common  way  was  to 
leave  sums  blank,  ontil  after  principles  were  de- 
cided, and  a  bill  brought  in  to  carry  them  into 
effect.  After  the  principle  is  settled,  that  we  will 
fortify  our  ports  and  harbors;  thai  we  will  build 
a  number  of  gunboats,  or  se Tent ^ -fours,  or  both,  a 
bill  might  be  brought  in,  and  it  would  be  then 
time  enough  to  fill  up  the  blanks.  In  order  that 
this  course  misht  be  pursued,  he  would  more  to 
•trikeout'=»150.000." 

Mr.  N.  WiLLUMB.— It  may  seem  strange  that 
■o  small  a  sum  should  be  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee; but  when  tbe  precise  objt^ci  of  the  report 
ii  coD^idered,  it  will  nut  appear  so  surprising.  It 
was  not  contemplated  in  the  coromiiiee  that  one 
bnodred  and  Sfty  thousand  duilam  would  be  ade- 
qaate  to  the  erection  of  fortifications  for  the  de- 
fence of  our  numerous  harbors.  It  was  only  coo- 
ridered  aa  adequate  to  the  repair  of  the  present 
foriiGcations,  and  the Gitingupof  some adaitional 
gtias.  I  am  not  unaware  that  tbe  subject  is  one 
of  the  highest  importance.  The  fortitieation  of 
the  ports  and  harbors  ol  so  csIensiTe  a  country  is 
deservedly  considered  of  the  Srst  consideration. 
When  we  come  to  lake  un  the  subject  in  this 
large  point  of  view,  we  shall  not  fix  oar  altention 
apon  so  pitiful  a  sum  as  that  now  under  consid- 


If  that  be  tbe 
srtily  concur 


iiting  forti£catiotu,and  the  Giling  up  of  some  ad- 
ditional guns  for  immediate  use,  and  hereafter  to 
go  into  a  consideration  of  more  ezteosiTc  meas- 
urea  of  defence,  I  ahall  acquiesce.  At  any  rate  I 
am  williog  that  the  sedm  of  the  Committee  shall 
be  tAkea  on  this  question,  and  for  that  purpose  I 
•econd  the  motion  of  my  colleague, 

Mr.  Blt.— I  oHDuol  eoaeeiTs  it  of  much  conse- 
quence whether  the  auoi  anproiwiaied  be  either 
9150,000,  or  one  million.  The  only  question  is, 
whether  we  will  make  any  appropriation.  Being 
OM  of  the  mmnitiM  who  miida  the  npoit,  I  will 


take  the  liberty  of  ■tatiog  the  motire*  whieh 
goremed  them. 

The  committee  had  do  particular  predileclion 
for  tbe  sum  slated  ia  the  report ;  for  (bey  knew  it 
was  in  the  discretion  of  the  House  to  modify  it  as 
ibey  saw  Gt.  The  committee  bad  a  oooTenaiioi 
with  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject.  He 
was  pleased  to  say  that  there  were  some  ports  as 
well  fortified  as  could  be  expected  in  the  present 
situation  of  the  country ;  but  that,  in  other  places, 
the  fortificaiiooa  were  defective  and  iDadeqaai& 
He  aiaied  that,  «t  New  Orleans,  the  fortificatioos 
were  very  inadequate ;  that  they  had  gone  out  at 
repair,  and  it  was  a  question  whether  il  were  not 
best  to  chance  their  sites.  He  repreMoted  tba^ 
at  Savannah,  there  were  do  works,  adding  thit 
Georgia  had  made  no  cession  of  land  to  the  Uni- 
ted mates  on  which  to  oroct  them.  He  stated 
that,  at  Charleston,  the  works  had  suffered  cob- 
sideraUy  in  consequence  of  tornadoes.  He  nii 
there  were  some  works  at  Norfolk;  and  likewise 
suted  the  situation  of  New  York.  Pram  hi* 
statement  it  appeared  that  but  little  had  been  dons 
towards  the  effectual  protection  of  that  harbor; 
and  thst  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  do  anything 
to  protect  it  against  any  considerable  force  that 
might  be  brought  against  it.  He  staled  that  there 
was  some  protection  at  Newport;  and  that,  in  the 
Chesapeake,  much  was  not  required;  and  that,  at 
Boston,  the  harbor  was  nearly  as  well  secured  as 
it  need  be.  In  addition  to  this  conversation,  the 
Secretary  gave  an  estituale  of  the  sum  necessary 
to  be  appropriated  to  repair  the  works  which 
were  going  to  decay.  Ttiia  eiiimate  was  from 
the  nkouth  of  the  Secretary.  I  oonsidM  this  sum 
as  inadequate,  and  il  is  my  wish  that  we  shonld 
not  rest  on  the  opinioB  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
bat  decide  for  ourselves.  I  believe  that' great  at' 
tention  ought  to  be  paid  to  our  ports  and  barbon. 
I  cannot  but  think  it  pecotisriy  proper  to  protect 
a  place  where  one  third  of  our  whole  revenue  is 
collected,  and  wbich  I  believe  now  might  be  laid 
under  contribuiion  by  a  single  seventy-foiu  gUD 
ship.  How  this  is  to  be  done^I  cannot  pretend 
to  say.  The  thing  alarms  me  in  the  present  sutc 
of  our  affairs,  and  I  think  we  are  called  upon  to 
be  prepared  for  immediate  defence.  On  this  paial 
there  can  be  no  diversity  of  opinion.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  geDtlemen,  who  have  lmk«  a  fall 
view  of  tbe  subjact,  will  ooaae  forwwd  with  aa 
efficient  plan. 

Hr.  Dawson.— Tbe  objeet  is  to  strike  out  the 
sum  of  9150,000,  to  inlrodaee  m  larger  amoaut.  I 
■m  tatTf  this  motion  has  been  made.  It  is  koowit 
to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  more  than  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars  has  already  been  applied  to  the  de- 
fence of  New  York,  provided  that  State  agrees  to 
appropriate  the  money.  It  is  known  to  you,  also, 
that  many  millions  have  been  applied  to  the  de- 
fence of  onr  harbora.  It  is  known  to  you,  by  the 
Message  of  the  President,  that  tbe  moM  imporl- 
~.nt  articles  of  defence  are  already  in  readiness; 
od  that  this  appropriation  is  only  in  aid  of  an~ 
other  appropriation  of  $350,000  for  gun  boats, 
both  beiDg  pans  of  the  same  system  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  porta  and  h«rbon.    This  niimate 
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comes  rrom  the  Secreiarj  of  War,  who,  I  believe, 
is  better  iorormeil  and  more  disi  me  rested  on  this 
•ubject  than  any  member  on  this  Boor. 

Mr.  Eablv.— I  rise  to  inquire  whether  a  mo- 
tion for  tiie  Committee  to  rise  will  not  Hupersedi 
the  motion  now  uoder  coDsideratiOD?  If  so,  I  wil 
make  it,  aad  will  btie&j  detail  taj  reaaons  there- 
It  appeara  to  me,  on  a  view  of  the  subJEct  _ 
braced  by  ihe  report,  that  we  are  not  possessed  of 
sufficient  detailed  information  on  which  to  found 
a  correct  decisioa.  The  report  embraoes  tbree 
distinct  objects,  eontem plated aa  so  many  parts  of 
ODc  general  system  of  defence.  Ooe  respecting 
ibrtilicalioQi ;  oae  respecting  ships  of  the  line,  aad 
one  respecting  gunboats.  I  consider  these  as  con- 
stituting different  parts  of  ooe  general  system. 
It  is  true  there  is  but  one  resolution  now  before 
the  CotDmiltee,  and  to  that  I  will  direct  my  aiten- 
tioD.  On  (hat  point  the  Committee  are  possessed 
of  too  little  iaformation  to  form  a  correct  judg- 
ment, in  my  opinion.  They  hare  no  infurmation 
of  what  harbors  in  theUoited  States  are  suscepti- 
ble of  fortiScatioD ;  no  data  on  which  to  decide. 
It  is  not  presumable  that  erer^  port  and  harbor 
on  our  eiieusiTe  tine  is  susceptible  of  this  species 
of  defence.  I  understand  (bat  it  is  the  opinion  of 
some  very  emioent  military  characters  that  the 
port  of  New  York  is  not  susceptible  of  defence  ' 
this  way.  But  this  is  not  alt.  U  there  aoy  esi 
mate  of  the  expense  of  such  a  general  system 
defence,  or  of  a  single  port  oi  harbor?  There 
not.  Genilemen  say  that  their  object  is,  aod  that 
it  is  now  the  most  correct  course,  to  decide  the 
principle  of  defending  our  porta  and  harbors,  and 
afterwards  to  fill  up  ibe  blanks.  But  permit  me 
to  ask  those  who  contend  for  this  mode  of  proce- 
dure, whether  they  are  williug,  in  the  Gist  place, 
to  agree  to  the  fonificaiion  of  oar  ports,  whr- 
tbey  have  not  only  no  data  to  determine  tbe  e 
pense,  but  are  likewise  without  any  data  on  which 
to  judge  of  the  efficacy  of  the  measure?  After 
they  shall  hare  proceeded  in  this  course  for  a 
lime,  and  shall  have  expended  millions,  Ihe  plan 
mar  lura  out  to  be  ioeSectDal,  and  every  dollar 
laid  oat  be  sunk.  The  situation  of  oar  ports  and 
harbors  is  represented  as  alarming,  as  exposing, 
not  ouly  the  property  of  our  citizens,  but  likewise 
the  revenue  of  the  nation,  (o  the  lawless  depreda- 
tions of  marauders  aod  privateers.  Tbis  is  true, 
lamentably  liuel  But  in  proportion  to  its  truth 
ought  we  to  proceed  guardedly;  in  proportion  to 
its  truth  ought  we  to  possess  data  to  convince  us 
that  the  coarse  we  take  will  prove  efieotual.  Fur 
myself  I  take  occasion  to  nay,  from  the  little  in- 
formation I  possess,  which  I  allow  is  very  incon- 
sideialile,  I  am  opposed  to  this  mode  of  defence 
altogether.  I  believe  (hat  it  will  be  ineffectual; 
that  it  will  afford  no  solid  proieclioD ;  and  that 
after  having  proceeded,  even  to  baokruptcy,  we 
shall  be  as  poorly  defended  as  we  were  before. 
For  these  reasons,  and  because  1  want  data  on 
which  to  act,  and  the  ioforoiatioa  of  men  more 
capable  of  judging  on  such  subjects  than  I  am,  I 
move  you  tbal  the  Committee  ris& 
Mr.  Dawbon.— Whea  I  called  up  the  report,  I 


should  bare  made  an  apology  to  the  House  rot 
the  delay  which  has  taken  pUce  in  this  business, 
but  for  the  situation  io  wliich  we  have  lately 
been.  I  trust,  now  the  subject  is  brought  before 
us,  we  shall  (alte  some  effectual  measures  fur  res- 
cuing our  couniry  from  its  degraded  situation. 
I  know  there  are  some  eemlemen  in  tbis  House, 
because  they  have  told  us  so  before,  who  are  for 
doing  nothing.  I  trust,  however,  their  number  ia 
very  small,  and  thai  a  great  majority  will  be 
found  readr  (o  do  wlkat  tbe  exigency  of  affairs 
requires.  As  for  the  information  requested  by 
the  gentleman  from  Qeorgia,.!  am  at  a  toss  to 
Know  for  what  reason  he  calls  for  it.  My  opinion 
is  that  a  certain  sum  should  be  appropriated  to 
tbis  object,  (o  be  expended  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Executive.  But  the  gentleman,  before  he  agrees 
10  take  this  step,  requires  information  of  those 
ports  which  are  defensible.  I  ktiow  of  no  way  in 
which  he  can  get  information,  except  by  convert- 
ing a  committee  of  this  House  into  a  corps  of  en- 
gineers, to  go  from  ooe  end  of  the  country  to  the 
other.  If  a  majority  of  this  House  are  for  pro- 
ceedingat  once, according  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  President,  to  tbe  effectual  defence  of  out 
ports  aod  harbors,  the^  will  not  agree  to  any  mo- 


sons  assigned  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
will,  on  consideration,  be  deemed  by  himself  an 
argument  against  the  motion.  It  is  said  that  we 
donot  now  possess  sufficient  detailed  informationi 
but  it  is  not  necessary  now  (o  have  that  detailed 
information  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  have 
when  this  busineas  assumes  the  shape  of  a  bill  • 
We  are  now  engaged  in  fixing  the  principle;  tha 
details  of  whicn  will  follow  afterwards.  Tha 
interests  of  the  nation  call  aloud  to  ns  to  attend  to 
this  sabject.  The  cries  of  our  impressed  seamen 
join  in  th6  general  murmur;  our  commerce,  sub- 
ject CO  lawless  eondemnation  under  admiraltjr  de- 
cisions, calls  aloud  for  our  attention.  It  is  high 
time  that  Ihe  representatives  of  the  nation  should 
deliberate  on  Ihe  subject.  Letns  then  sit  from  daf 
to  day,  until  we  shall  unite  in  effectual  messurea 
of  redress.  Let  us  no  longer  be  indifferent  oi 
inattentive  to  a  subject  of  more  importance  (hao 
any  other  that  can  come  before  us.  Let  us  evince 
that  unanimity  which  shall  insure  success  to 
whatever  we  propose.  Shall  we,  a(  sach  a  crisis, 
be  creeping  on  behind  tbe  public  sentiment,  and 
looking  with  indifference  on  scenes  which  can 
no  longer  be  submitted  to,  nnless  we  resign  the 
independence  we  hare  acquired?  It  is  not  ne- 
cessary, at  present,  to  go  into  details.  It  is  only 
necessary  to  say  woether  we  will  protect  our  har- 
bors, erect  gunboats,  and  build  vessels  to  protect 
our  commerce  on  the  seas,  and  not  only  to  repel 
aggressions,  but  to  chastise  those  who  oner  them, 
lliope  there  will  be  found  to  be  but  one  senti- 
ment in  (he  House,  as  (here  is  in  the  nation,  and 
that  we  will  expend  the  last  cent  before  we  aub- 
mit  to  the  degradations  offered  to  us.  I  entreat 
the  Committee  not  to  ti*e  until  Ihey  have  fully 
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deliberared  oo  ibe  Eubject,  and  have  rormed  SD 
eflVciual  |ilan  for  obtaiuine  rrdresss. 

Mr.  Dana. — Seven  weeks  have  elapsed  since 
tbr  PresldeiiladiJresied  Cungrrss, representing  ibe 
■ggressiDDS  mniJe  upon  llie  fiphls  of  uur  citizens. 
During-  these  seven  weeks,  Congreaa  have  out 
■nr<irmed  the  nation  of  anything  tbey  have  done  ; 
nor  have  tbey  announced  tbatany  one  thing  will 
be  done  for  tbe  eSectual  mainlenance  of  the  vio- 
lated righlsoftbeir  citizens.  Nov,  incnosideriog 
liiis  resuluiion,  we  are  called  on  to  decide  on  the 
first  point  meniioneil  in  ibe  Message ;  Dot  a  mere 
effect  to  be  produced  by  paper;  authorizing  a  de- 
tachrrient  of  one  hundred  thousand  militia;  but 
on  ■  reel  and  substantia)  defence  against  foreign 
Powers.  On  viewing  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent, it  will  be  seen  thai  we  have  embarrassments 
with  all  the  principal  Powers  of  Europe  ;  thai 
we  are  beset  with  difficulties  on  every  side.  Our 
ports  are  insnlted,  our  territory  invaded,  and  our 
teamen  imoressed.  With  regard  to  the  whole  of 
these,  the  Message  affurda  us  no  reasoii  to  expect  a 
apeeJy  adjuatmenli  and  sioce  the  deiiverv  ol  the 
Message,  we  have  received  nothing  wbico  justi- 
fies a  reasonable  eipectalioo  of  it. 

"  In  receiving,"  uj*  Iho  President,  "  thwe  iDJiuira 
ftnm  Moie  of  tha  belligerent  Powers,  the  modention, 
the  fitmnan,  and  nisdon  of  the  Legislatiire  wiU  all  be 
called  into  adion.  We  ought  itill  to  hope  that  titns 
Bnd  a  more  correct  eatiiaate  of  intoreit  m  weU  m  of 
efasiacter  will  produce  the  joatice  we  are  bound  to  ei- 
pecL  But  ahould  any  nation  deceive  itself  by  false 
calcniationi,  and  dinppoint  that  expectation,  we  must 
join  in  the  unprofitable  contest,  oftrjiag  i^bich  party 
can  do  the  other  the  most  harm.  Some  of  these  inju- 
riei  Diij  perbapa  admit  a  pescAsble  remedy.  Where 
that  is  competent  it  ii  itwiys  the  moat  deainAle.  Bat 
ntae  of  them  an  ol  •  natur*  to  be  met  by  Ibree  only, 
•ndaUoTtheai  may  lead  m  it.  I  cauaot,  tberafore,  btit 
nc«mia«nd  raeh  preparatioiw  aa  elrcvmatafioB*  call 
fce>  The  fiiat  ohjeci  is  le  plaoe  oar  Mayort  towtta 
oat  of  the  dangar  of  ionlL  Measarea  have  been  al- 
feady  taken  be  furnishing  them  with  beavy  cannon. 
Cm-  the  aervice  of  sacfa  land  battariei  as  may  malie  a 
pan  of  their  defence  against  armed  vesaela  approaching 
tliem.  In  aid  of  these  it  i«  deair^e  we  shoilld  have  a 
competent  number  of  gunboats,  and  the  nmnber  to  be 
competent  must  ha  considerable." 

This  is  tbe  first  recomniendatioh  made  in  the 
Mes«age,and(m  this  poiQihoWeveron  minor  topics 
oar  ciiizeot  may  be  divided— on  this  point  the 
President  comes  forward  and  assutnes  a  tone  and 
firmness  which  might  well  be  expected  to  unite 
all  varying  opinions.  Whatever  diviiions  mav 
exist  among  us  on  minor  subjects,  we  may  well 
expect  a  general  concurrence  in  measures  calcu- 
lalird  to  defend  our  righls.  Farther;  it  should 
be  recollected,  thai  Executive  power  under  our 
Qovernment  is  ofa  limited  nature.   We  all  know 

fhal,  to  be  efiicient,  it  must  be  sustained  by  the 
•egislature.  If,  then,  when  the  President  comes 
forward,  appealing  to  the  Legislature,  with  all  (he 
influence  ol  bis  name  and  weight  of  argument, 
what  will  the  world  think,  if  you,  the  Represeni- 
»tives  of  the  people,  should  shrink  from  taking 
the  measures  necessary  for  the  defence  of  their 
rigbul    I  hope  we  shall  aot  exhibit  such  ta  ex- 


ample of  hostility  to  the  President  of  ibe  tJnited 
Stales,  in  a  matter  hO  infinitely  imjioManl  to  out 
national  character  and  the  maintenance  of  peacr. 
If  you  do  nothing  an  this  point,  it  is  evident  you 
will  do  nothing  effectual  on  any  other  recucn- 
mended  by  the  crisis  of  affdirs;  and  yon  wilt  pro- 
claim to  the  world  that,  nottfiihstandiog  the 
millions  of  which  you  are  plundered,  and  Dot- 
withsinnding  Ih^  loud  and  just  cOiuplaiDis  of  the 
violations  eommilied  on  yuur  rights,  you  are  de- 
leVrained  to  do  nothing.  If  so,  I  bopegenileniea 
will,  at  leant,  agree  to  vote  that  We  are  Oo  longer 
an  independent  nation. 

Mr.  Nelson. — It  is  tree,  sir  that  wt  have  been 
seven  weeks  in  tession,  and  that  w^  have  not  de- 
cided  on  any  great  national  question.  But  if  we 
had  been  in  «ssion  seventy-seven  weeks,  and 
were  unprepared.  I  should  vote  against  coming 
to  adecisioQ  on  any  question,  however  important. 

session,  without  acting  upon  this  subject,  that  we 
should  now  decide  bliadfoldljr  on  a  question  of 
more  importance  than  Any  which,  for  a  coDsidec- 
ble  time  past,  has  presented  Itself  for  our  consid- 
eration? Shall  we  do  it  merely  to  gratify  a  fevr 
gentlemen,  who  are  for  hurrying  us  into  the  adop- 
tion of  precipitate  measures?  it  is  a  piece  of  le^ 
spest  due  from  one  gentleman  to  another,  wfao  is 
not  prepared  to  vote  understand ingly  on  any  sub- 
ject, to  indulge  him  with  a  moduraie  alPowance 
of  time.  One  gemlemeo  bas  stated,  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  made  certain  commnnications  to 
theCommiiiee.  Ifhe  possesses  any  useful  kuow- 
tedge  on  the  subject,  I  should  wish  it  eomrauni- 
csied  directly  Co  the  House,  and  printed;  that 
every  gentleman  oiiy  Stand  on  equal  ground.  I 
will  ask  how  ma'njrjiorto  and  harbors  ft  Is  neces- 
sary to  protect  1  Where  they  lie?  Ho*  man^ 
men  it  will  taRe  tb  fdrtify  (hfein^o^  ihe  numbet 
of  guns  necessary  fot  (hem  7  Hafe  we  any  iit- 
formation  on  these  p</iats7  U  piy  g^niteman 
On  this  floor  ready  to  kb/  Ui  possesses  it  1  Per- 
haps the  Secretary  of  Wat  Is  acquainted  With  alt 
these  details.  U  U  hid  dutv  to  possess  them,  and 
no  doubt  he  does  p^>ssesa  tnem.  But  I  should  hs 
bave  (hem  laid  before  (he  Legialature. 


1  not  necessary  for  mS  kt  this  time  to  give  aa 


opm 


11  depend  on  this.  Are  the  people  prepared  ta 
expend  millions,  to  gtla'rtf  azainst  that  which  maf 
be  but  an  imaginary  evil?  Is  our  Treasury  in 
such  I  situation,  as  to  t(U(horize  our  appropriate 
ing  millions  for  the  protection  of  harbors.  Whose 
aituadob  we  kbow  noi?  I  «ish  to  see  (be  esti- 
mates. If  the  thing  can  be  effected  by  the  elpen- 
diiureof  a  moderate  autti,  I  may  agree  to  it;  but  if 
tbe  sum  required  shrill  be  so  enormous  is  not  oaif 


that  the  Hous^  has  already  appropriated  a  con- 
siderable sum;  tnore  than  it  will  probaUy  have 
at  iu  disposal;  and  (bat  (hey  bave  refused  to  con- 
tinue a  certain  tax.    I  will  ask 

Ht.  M*coM  (Spetker)  was  loirf  (o  interropt 
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the  geDiIemBB,  but  he  woold  rabmit  wbetber,  in 
the  remarks  be  had  just  msde,  be  wu  ia  order. 

Mr.  Nblhon. — I  apprehend  that  in  the  remarks 
which  I  have  Just  made,  I  hire  not  f  et  beea  oat 
of  order.  If  the  Committee,  or  the  Chairman 
SBT  so,  I  will  stand  corrected. 

The  ChaibmaK.— The  gentteiaati  win  proceed. 
Mr.  NBLROtr. — I  sar  that  it  Is  incumbent  on  na, 
if  -we  consider  ourselves  as  the  true  Representa- 
tives of  the  people,  before  we  Ut  >n  ntormoastax 
ett  thesa,  to  be  sore  that  it  will  he  of  some  use. 
Buppoae  -ws  appropriate  now  flte  millions  to  tbe 
protection  of  onr  harbon,  &c.,  vd  shall  be  told, 
after  these  are  expended,  that  ten  millions  more  are 
necessarv  to  complete  their  jiroteciion.  An  the 
people  or  the  United  States  in  a  sitoation  to  pty 
fifteen  Kiinions  for  this  purpose  1  With  the  gen- 
tleman from  Qeorgia,  I  am  for  banoff 
foimalion  before  I  la^e  a  step  in  this  hi 
a  strai  not  burdensome  to  rhe  people  will  do,  1 
may  vote  for  it;  but  if  the  sura  nee  essarf  shall  be 
so  enornKiUs  as  to  subject  them  to  a  heavy  burden, 
I  will  not  vote  a  dollar.  The  gendeman  fVom 
Connecticut  has  brought  forwarf  a  nowerful  ar- 
ffameot,  by  asking  us  if  we  will  not  do  that  which 
the  President  recommends  to  u>  T  How  long  the 
hoaorable  eenllemaa  bis  fell  this  respect  for  the 
President,  1  know.not;  but  for  myselfl 
I  would  ncn  vote  for  what  I  thongbt  wroQK,  though 
recommended  by  the  President.  If  the  President 
shoald  recommend  what  I  think  a  burden 
the  people,  I  should  hold  up  both  my  hands  against 
it,  aad  nis  recommendation  would  be  no  indui 
ment  with  me  to  favor  it  Bo  fWr  as  I  think  J 
recommendation  accords  with  the  good  of  the  co:_ 
manity,  I  am  for  supporting  it.  When  I  think  it 
injurtotn,  I  most  rote  agaiosl  it.  I  hope  the  Com- 
iQittee  will  riK ;  and  f  appeal  to  the  candor  of 
gentlemen,  whether  it  is  not  right  and  friendly  to 
allow  some  little  time  to  those  who  declare  them- 
selves auinfbrmed  on  the  aut^ecl. 

Mr.  Shilib. — I  am  well  nleased  the  nibject  has 
been  thus  brought  before  the  Committee,  as  it  af- 
fords the  first  opportunity  We  have  had  of  know- 
ing the  optniona  of  each  other  ca  it.  I  am  of 
opinion  that  our  lime  will  not  be  fll-spent.  in  pro- 
ceeding hrlberln  thisdiseus^iotijatihoogn  I  shall 
ultimately  b«  is  favor  of  tbe  Committee's  rising. 
Oentlemea  were  not  correct  when  they  told 
that  allboogh  we  had  Mt  seven  weeks.  We  I 
done  nothing  with  regard  to  the  difference*  ofihe 
United  SUIeswilhforergD  nations.  I  believe  we 
haredonesomething,  and  I  trust  that  it  will  prove 
essential.  There  is  one  stroitg  reason  oq  my  mind 
why  we  should  not  decide  now  on  the  subject  be- 
fore ni.  This  relates  TO  the  rroand  on  which  we 
nay  decide  this  question.  Imean  a  subject  not 
yet  brought  forward,  [the  conduct  of  Briiaiu,]  in 
rebtion  to  which  it  was  my  wish  to  have  made  a 
motion  before  we  entered  on  the  bosioess  now 
under  consideration.  From  theissueof  that  bnsi- 
neas,  we  may  be  able  to  decide  what  will  be  ne- 
cessary in  this.    If  it  shall  bethought  necessary 


10  go  IQ  war,  one  system  of  measures  will  be  ne- 
cessary.   If  It  shall  be  determined  to  pursue  a  dif- 
ferent course,  a  difleicttt  system  will  be  ivqnired. 
9th  CoH.  —13 


Our  minds  must  remain  in  a  doubtftal  state  until 
this  decision  ia  made.  The  sabjeet  now  before 
Us  regards  principally  one  nation.  What  do  we 
complain  ofT  A  violation  of  onr  neutral  rights. 
And  yet  that  subject  is  not  at  present  before  ui. 
If  on  that  subject  we  are  determined  to  pursue 
peaceable  Measures^  our  course  will  be  very  dif- 
ferent from  that  which  would  fallow  from  our  as- 
aamiog  a  warlike  attitude.  In  my  opinion  it  is 
best  that  the  Committee  should  rise,  and  this  busi- 
ness be  suspended  till  we  shall  decide  on  lh« 
grttund  We  mean  to  take  With  that  nation.  I  will 
go  fcrlher  and  say,  that  it  is  not  my  opinion  that 
we  are  in  that  unhappy  state  thai  wiJl  oblige  ns  to 

Kto  War  with  her,  and  if  this  shall  appear  to  be 
!  opinion  ofa  majority  of  the  House,  It  may  save 
Us  from  a  ^reat  ezpenaiture  on  the  objtet  now 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  MaooiT. — ^I  agree  with  the  g^tleman  ftottt 
Georgia  in  the  propnety  of  tbe  Committee's  rising. 
We  are  ealledupon  for  8150,000,  and  for  othar 
sons.  In  requiring  time  for  information,  the  gen- 
tleman detnaiids  nothing  which  I  think  unfair,  oi 
that  can  prove  injurious.  Were  I  satisfied  myself 
with  Chereport,onsoimpottBntaquesiion,  IwonM 
not  refuse  time  to  others  to  satisfy  themselrn. 
Do  gentlemen  mean  to  make  others  give  votes  be- 
fore they  are  prepared  ?  Is  it  proper  thus  to  spend 
the  money  of  the  nation  1  With  regard  to  tbe 
expense  ota  74-guD  ship,  we  are  furnished  on  that 
subject  with  an  estimate.  So.  with  regard  to  the 
expense  of  fortifying  our  ports  and  harbors,  may 
not  the  Secretary  ofWar  give  a  similar  eslimatel 
It  would  not  it  is  iMie,  be  binding  upon  na,  but  it 
woqM  be  the  information  of  a  man  whose  duty 
it  is  to  be  well  iuKjrmed  on  the  subject,  and  who 
I  betieve  to  be  well  Informed.  Let  him  yive  iia 
this  information,  and  weshall  tben  be  well  enough 
informed  to  judge  for  ourselves.  .  Let  na  see  the 
whole  length  of  the  rotite  befo«  we  begfti  the 
jonmey ;  before  we  undertake  it  let  us  be  satisfied 
we  can  perform  it  In  tfaia  Wef  we  shall  take  the 
most  dhwet  eoune,  md  the  business  will  be  sooner 
done  than  by  voting  on  it  at  present.  The  Cem- 
itiittee  have  given  ua  an  estimate  of  the  expense 
of  buiMiag  a  seventr-four.  On  this  subject  lhet« 
is  a  diffiiretree  of  opinion,  so  also  is  there  with  re- 
gard lodefending  tbepci^ofNcw  York.  Onthia 
point  the  head  of  the  War  Department  may  be 
able  to  decide.  He  probably  may  have  bad  an 
examination  made  into  the  ponibility  of  defend- 
ing  it.  He  may  possibl^be  of  opinion,  that  it 
may  bt  defended  by  fortiftcations  aupportti  by  a 
naval  armament.  Before,  howern,  we  lake  any 
itepfl,  I  hope  we  shall  gel  all  the  information  we 
can.  I  have  seen  such  a  crisis  as  this  before ;  and 
if  the  statute  books  be  consulted,  it  will  be  found 
that  at  least  seven  weeks  were  then  suffered  to 
elapse  before  anything  material  was  done.  I  am 
not  of  opinion  tnat  it  is  round  policy  to  pass  laws 
as  fast  as  we  can.  On  the  contrary,  I  believe  the 
less  legialatioo  (he  better.  As  to  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  President,  I  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland.  Lan  not  sent  here  to  obey 
his  mandates., or  to  carry  into  effect  what  be  re> 
oommenda;  but  to  ebeytbejndgHient  which  God 
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fare  me.  aad  (bailstuillila  whoever  i^iPresidpiil. 
<  the  $150,000  coDteBiiilaieij  ooly  ss  sn  eniering 
Vi-dge  iuio  itiis  business?  The  aame  ihiog  W89 
atiempieil  once  before;  hui,  ihco,  louae  an  iiipro- 

Eriaie  eipressjoo,  ibe  ihing  would  not  cdruI.  I 
ope  ibe  Cooimiltee  will  rise,  and  ibe  nubjrct  be 
recuniQiiited.  I  hope  the  select  cotnmillre  who 
brouphi  !□  this  resoIu(i»D  will  agree  lo  this  coUrK. 
Taey  have  had  a  full  com aiunica lion  wiih  ihe 
SecretBry  of  War  oo  it.  If  ihey  are  aatlsfied, 
charity  and  good  neighborhood  should  induce 
then)  to  allow  the  same  piivilvgc  to  othersj  par- 
ticularly as  it  is  agreed  that  ibis  subject  isormore 
importance,  and  may  interest  (he  people  ia  a  higher 
degree,  iban  any  oiber  which  can  come  before 
the  Huuse  ihiK  >essioD. 

Ml.  Dawboh. — Ad  appeal  is  made  to  our  can- 
dor, which  I  am  soiry  I  bth  unable  to  comply  with, 
and  which,  it  aeems  to  me,  ibe  gentleman  wno  has 
just  tLpoken,  has  but  little  reason  to  make.  Kvery 
geuileman  of  the  Huuse  will  recollect  that  on 
the  Bnl  topic  of  the  Message,  the  honorable  geu- 
ilemHn  declared  thai  he  was  not  for  tloiug  but 
tbiug,  and  yet  lie  oow  calls  fur  informalian.  1 
do  piebume  thai  this  inforniation  can  have  do  in- 
flueoce  00  his  mind.  To  what,  then,  are  ne  tu 
asciibe  his  desire  fur  it,  but  from  bis  wish  that 
nothing  may  be  done! 

The  geuilemio  from  Maryland  (Mr,  NelsohJ 
aay&  thai  if  the  sum  rrquireJ  for  the  defeoce  of 
our  portK  and  harbors  will  be  enormous,  he  shall 
l>e  against  i'lbut  if  otherwise,  be  may  oe  in  fa- 
vor of  iu  Tnat  gentleman  will  see  in  the  re- 
solution that  the  sum  conteinplaled  (o  be  ex- 
pended IS  only  $150,000,  and  that  therefore  it  can 
ooerate  du  aild'iioual  burden  on  the  people. 
These  words,  iuditid,  sound  very  well  ^gentle- 
men may  talk  of  burdens  imposed  on  iba  people, 
but  they  know  thai  this  meanure  cannot  produce 
.any  new  burdens. 

Mr.  Macoh. — When  I  was  up  before,  I  expli- 
citly said  that  I  should  conGoe  myself  to  the 
qurstiuD  under  debate.  I  have  no  objection  to 
say  that  I  am  againut  the  reauiutioo  ;  not  meao- 
iag,  boureTer,  to  say  that  facts,  which  may  b«  at 
present  uuknuwD  to  me,  may  nul  induce  m«  here- 
after to  alter  my  opiniun;  but  J  coaSned  myself 
tu  ibe  reiiolulioo  under  consideratiun. 

TheCaAiSMAM  remarked  that  gentlemen  must 
confine  iberiiseives  to  thequesiion  bcfure  them. 

Mr.  N.  WiLUAHs. — Having  been  oo  the  com- 
mittee who  brought  in  the  report,  and  obtained 
satisraciory  luformalion  mynell,  I  ithould  be  very 
torry  to  deny  the  same  tofuriKBtion  to  others. 
Indeed,  the  turn  of  the  discussion  setms  to  require 
taot^  kufurmatiuD.  A-j  1  before  said,  the  cuiumit- 
tee  did  not  go  into  an  extensive  view  of  the  sub- 
jeoi.  They  thought  it  only  necessary  at  present 
tu  provide  for  the  repair  uf  decayed  I'orti  Scat  ions, 
and  the  fitting  up  some  addiiional  goiis.  The 
sum  reported  waa  not  wiih  a  view  to  erect  new 
fonlficaiiuni.  This  eviy  one  will  perceive  to  be 
unatiainnble  by  so  small  an  appropriation,  when 
he  coni-iilerx  the  numerous  poru  and  liarbors 
the  Uuiifd  States. 
Mr.  O.  W.  Cajipb«.[..— I  would  not  trouble 


I  he  committee  wiih  a  single  word,,  were  it  not  for 
the  impresnioD  ailem|i[ed  lo  be  produced,  that 
those  who  call  forinfurmation  wish  to  do  noihiog. 
I  hope  that  ihe  members  of  this  comraitlee  vrbo 
di&er  from  other  members  as  to  proper  measures 
tu  be  pursued,  will  not  therefore  be  considered 
less  friendly  to  maiDiainii  g  our  rights,  or  ai  less 
ready  to  protect  them.  I  hope  that  mertly  be- 
cause  seven  weeks  have  elapsed,  without  adopting 
any  effectual  measures,  we  shall  not  be  considered 
as  hostile  to  their  aduption.  1  believe,  with  some 
gentlemen  who  have  already  expressed  their  aen- 
liments,  thai  we  have  not  sufficient  infoiioatiun 
to  act  upon.  The  only  question  la,  whether  we 
shall  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  prutec- 
lion  of  our  ports  and  harbors.  It  is  Dot  whether 
we  shall  protect  them,  as  ibal  is  already  provided 
lor  by  law.  By  an  act  paired  iu  the  year  17^ 
iha  President  is  authorized  to  protect  certain 
specified  harbors.  Before  I  make  an  appropria- 
iian,  1  wish  to  know  what  has  been  dune  uodei 
this  law;  and  to  know  the  opinions  of  well  in- 
furmrd  persons  as  to  its  effect.  If,  on  correct  ia- 
formaiiun,  it  appears  that  ihey  can  be  protected 
by  the  apjiropnation  of  a  reasonable  sum,  1  have 
no  ubjcL'tion  to  grant  it;  but  I  am  nut  prepared 
to  say  91^,000  will  answer  any  reasoiuble  pur- 
Mr.  Cook. — Although  I  am  in  favor  of  the  re- 
solution,  yet  I  am  also  in  I'avor  of  the  Commitiee 
rising,  as  1  believe  the  iufoniiatiua  we  shall  re- 
ceive will  unite  eyery  member  of  the  Huu»e  ia 
favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Shilig  said  he  just  rose  lo  ex[^in  some 
remarks  which  had  tallen  from  him,  that  had 
been  misunderstood.  When  be  alluded  to  a  par- 
ticular business,  he  bad  reference  to  nothing  uf  a 
secret  nature.  Some  time  since  a  subject  (rela- 
tive to  the  invasion  of  neulrsi  rights  by  Briiisk 
cruisers)  was  referred  to  the  Cumiuitiee  of  Wayt 
and  Means,  which  ought,  in  his  opinion,  never  to 
have  been  referred  lo  that  committee.  It  invof- 
ved  a  great  national  question,  which  was  properly 
the  pruvince  of  a  Cummittee  ufthe  Whole  on  iha 
state  of  the  Union,  from  the  deranged  state  (J 
the  Committee  uf  Ways  and  Means,  Ihret:  mem- 
bers being  absent,  nothing  could  be  done  in  the 
busiaesi.  His  wish  was  Iu  discharge  tbera  from 
the  further  consideralioD  of  it. 

Mr.  DsHA.— Ifl  under'tand  the  subject  in  the 
same  light  with  auiue  gentlemen  who  have  ex- 
pressed tbeir  sentiments,  I  should  agree  to  the 
rising  uf  the  Committee.  They  consider  it  as  a 
question  of  the  sum  which  we  shull  nuw  appro- 
priate for  the  defence  of  our  porta  and  harbors.  I 
consider  it  as  the  simple  question,  whether  we  are 
disposed  to  apfiropriaie  anything  towards  that 
purpoiie.  With  regard  to  the  proper  uiin  lo  be 
approiiriated,  1  allow  that  we  warn  inlormatioo. 
I  admit  that  we  waat  inlormatioo,  not  only  oo  ibis 
subject,  but  likewise  on  sums  others  of  no  small 
importance.  But  I  consider  this  Commiiiee  aa 
hivinit  nuw  the  general  prioei|ile  before  them, 
and  I  did  suppose,  that  on  the  general  principle 
we  should  all  agree.  1  applaud  the  independence 
I  uf  the  geoilemen  from  Maryland  aud  Mwrih  Car- 
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olina;  holdiog  the  opioioat  ib<]r  do,  their  con- 
duct i»  ceriaiDly  correct.  But  wheo  the  Presi- 
dent rectuDiDCoded  tbe  taking  a  firm  and  manly 
aiiiiude,  1  did  contider  bU  recommendaitoa  a 
strong  areutDent  for  the  prompt  co-operKtioD  of 
the  LiegiBlaiure.  For,  in  whatever  diSereot  liglils 
difleretit  geollemeD  may  be  dinpowd  to  coaaidar 
tbe  character  of  the  BxPCUliTC,  e»en  bis  *nf  - ' " 
have  never  charged  faira  with  a  diipocitji 


■rlike  I 


But  it 


aaid  we  have  not  fuadi.  The  Presideai,  bow- 
ever,  has  ioforined  ur,  that  after  meeting  all  the 
ordinary  demands  of  the  Oorerainent,  a  millioD 
will  remain  unappropriated.  We  hare  heard  in 
tbis  debate  of  milliona  appropriated^  but  1  may 
t»j,  no  miliioDi  have  been  appropriated.  The 
only  appropriation  we  have  nude,  is  to  supply 
the  deSciencv  in  (he  Qaval  appropriation  for  the 
lant  year.  1  have  be^D  charged  with  uyioawe 
hare  done  noihia^.  I  did  nut  lay  we  have  done 
nothing,  I  only  uid  we  had  not  published  any- 
thing which  we  ha7F  done—* 

Tbe  Cbaibhan  called  to  order. 

Mr.  Dana  said  ■  few  wordi  more  against  the 
tIsid^  of  the  Commiiiee,  obwrviag  that  (be  most 
deeiaive  argument,  perhaps,  in  favor  of  the  motion, 
was  their  baving  passed  [ne  usual  hour  of  adjourn- 

Mr.  Elmer. — Though  the  usual  hour  of  ad- 
joutameni  is  at  hand,  T  hope  tbe  Committee  will 
not  rise.  1  am  always  tor  giving  information 
when  it  can  be  of  any  use;  but  on  a  general 
principle  like  that  uoder  consideration,  we  sorely 
cannot  want  infurmaiion.  The  only  question  be- 
fore us  is,  wbetber  we  shall  adopt  one  feature  of 
national  defence,  by  fortrfying  our  harbors.  The 
cumtuittee  have  proposed  three  modes  of  defeoee, 
of  which  ibis  is  one.  Qentlemen  say  it  is  oeces- 
aa  y  to  know  what  particular  harbors  are  suscep- 
tible of  defence.  But  surely  they  may  say  whe- 
ther they  will  do  aDyrhing,  before  they  are  -' 
quaioted  wiib  all  these  details.    Ii  Is  ooly  ibe 


Mr.  FiBK.— 1  hope  tbe  Commiitee  will  rise.  I 
was  one  of  the  eoiDmittee  who  brought  in  the  re- 
port, and  am  la  favor  of  the  resolution  now  under 
oiDsideration.  I  ihiok  unaoimity  deHirahle  on 
this  subject,  and  although  we  have  been  seven 
weeks  here  without  acting  upon  it,  yet  I  think 
it  best  to  delay  it  for  a  short  time,  to  insure  that 
unaoimity  which  will  bean  efficient  instrument 
in  our  favor.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  we  have 
done  nothing.  {  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  to 
BU'.horiie  adetacbmenl  of  one  hundred  thouuod 
militia  i»  a  mere  [hing  on  paper.  1  am  prepared 
to  say  ibal  if  our  enemies  should  invade  us.  we 
are  able  to  drive  ibem  out  of  Canada,  N.>ra  Sco- 
tia, ibe  Florida*,  and  every  fool  of  ground  they 
bold  on  tbe  continent.  [  hope  thsl  (he  Commit- 
lee  will  rise,  and  tbai  every  source  of  information 
will  be  explored,  that  we  may  iniace  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  House. 

The  que^lion  was  then  taken  on  the  rising  of 
the  CutD>nittee.  and  carried — yeas  86. 

Ta«  Committee  now  accordingly  row,  and  the 


Chatroun  reported  that  they  had  come  to  no  reso- 

Mr.  Easlv  moved  that  tbe  Committee  should 
be  diacb'irged  from  the  further  consideratioo  of 
the  report,  wiih  a  view  of.  referrine  it  to  a  select 
commiLiee,  with  instructions  to  make  the  inquity 
he  had  stated. 

Mr,  J.  C.  Smith  suggested  that  the  most  cor- 
rect and  Q'Usl  coarse  was  fur  the  H<iase,  and  not 
a  select  commiitee,  to  call  on  the  President  for 
ioforroaiion. 

Mr.  Bablt  declared  himself  obliged  to  the  gen- 
tleman  for  bis  suggestion,  and  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion, with  the  view  of  moving  in  the  House  the 
resolnlion  to  the  effect  he  had  slated. 

WEDKEsnAT,  January  24. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Washington 
county,  in  ihe  MiS'issippi  Terriiory,  was  preseoi- 
eti  to  tbe  Hunse  and  read,  praying  the  right  of 
pre-emption  as  occupants  of  eertdin  puMiclanda, 
in  the  said  Territorv,  which  they  have  severally 
improved  and  settled. 

Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Wash- 
ington county,  in  the  MisMisippi  Territory,  pray- 
ing  a  dooalion  of  lands  for  the  education  of  youth, 
in  the  said  county;  that  all  surveys  of  the  publin 
lands,  required  by  law,  may  be  made  at  thr  pub- 
lic expense;  and  that  persons  holding  ceriiGcaiei, 
of  certain  descnptions,  for  lands,  may,  under  pro- 
pet  restrictions,  be  entitled  to  receive  pateMa 
therefor. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petiiions  be  severally 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  tbe  Public  Lsnda. 

Mr,  LaiB,  from  the  commitien  sppuinted  on  tbe 
fifth  uliimo,  presented  a  bill  supplementary  to  an 
act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  recnlate  and  fix  the  com- 

gosatioDof  [be  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
epresentatives;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
miited  to  a  Committee  of  Ibe  Whole  on  Monday 

Mr.  Crown tHaniELD.  from  the  Committee  qf 
Commerce  and  MRnufactures,  to  whom  was  re- 
commilted  on  the  iweniirth  iosiaut,  the  bill  to 
extend  the  time  for  taking  the  oaih  and  giving 
bond  in  cage  of  drawback,  and  for  other  purpose^ 
reported  an  amendatory  bill;  which  was  read 
twice  and  commiited  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  tbe  Hotue 
do  come  tu  tbe  futlowing  resolution: 

JUtoleed,  That  the  Clerk  at  this  House  be  directed 
to  pay,  out  aftha  contingent  fnnd,  the  sum  of  two 
bundrad  dallsrs  to  ihe  Sersesnt-st-Arms,  sn  J  two  lina*' 
deed  dallantothe  Doorkeeper  and  A sititant  Doorkeep- 
er, esch,  ■«  s  compentstian  for  their  eitrs  serTices, 
during  the  last  sessiou  of  Congress. 

Oniered.  That  the  cunsideraiion  of  Ihe  aaid 
resolution  be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Tbe  House  proceedi'd  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  \wratj'»eeooii  iostant,  lo  the  bill  to  extend 
jurisdiction  in  certain  cases  lo  the  State  judges 
and  Sinle  courts;  and  the  said  araeodmenis.  being 
twice  read  at  the  Clerk's  ubie,  were  agreed  lo  by 
the  Hume. 
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The  bill  wm  then  nmher  iinetidad  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  aod,  together  with  ibe  amend  men  in, 
ordned  to  be  eagrou«d,  &gd  tt»i  the  third  time 
on  Hmdar  next. 

Onlend,  That  -die  committee  Id  whom  vai 
leferred,  on  the  fonrtb  of  December  laet,  aandry 
petitiooe  and  memorials  from  the  Minissinpi  Ter- 
ritorr,  be  discharged  from  the  cansideiviioD  of  to 
nueh  thereof  >B  relates  to  the  lands  of  the  Unried 
Stales;  and,  that  so  mnch  of  the  petitions  and 
memorials  aforenid  ai  relalea  to  the  lands  of  the 
United  States,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Pnbttie  Lands. 


JUtolved,  That  sny  mannMT   of  this  Hontc,  who 
■haU  in  inlore  sMspt  of,  solkit,  or  Mitar  into  U17  con- 
toMt  tu  th«  expaoditnre  of  say  vantj  ■ppropriatad  by 
fair  fcr  ^  smioB  of  the  Uaited  Statu,  absU, ' 
■oaaea   Ihaseol)  be  disqoalifiad  froin  s  bmI 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  declaring  the  assaot  of  Coogress  to  an 
ict  af  Ifae  State  of  South  Carolina,  so  iar  ai  relates 
to  impotiac  a  dni 
ail  of  Charleston, 

Ur.  Habioh  sapported,  and  Mr.  Cflowmit- 
■aiBLn  oppoaad  the  bill ;  when  the  Committee  roae 
without  coming  to  a  deeiMou,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  ajMin,  to  allow  time  for  printingsomc  docti- 
■aula  lUwtratiTe  of  the  snbject. 

DEFENCE  OF  PORTS  AND  BARBORS. 

Hr.  Barlt. — I  rite  to  oomply  with  (be  pram- 
iae  I  miAe  ^terday.  I  have  waited  aome  time 
iKfere  aAnog  ibis  resolntton,  in  the  hone  that 
thegeMtemanfrffmVirgfDJafMr.DAwooiiJmiKht 
have  takes  hit  seat  in.  the  Hoata  I  regret  that 
fc  baa  not  taken  hi>  seat;  aa  I  sbonld  with  him 
lobe  ^eaent  at  the  lima  of  offifing  the  reatte- 
tioDs  which  I  now  hold  in  my  hand,  and  which  I 
Vill  read : 

Jtetohed,  That  the  )*redde«  of  the  United  Stata 
eaata  to  be  laid  balbn  this  Honae  any  infimnation 
lAich  may  ba  fai  potsearfoa  af  the  Exeentivc  Depart- 
BaM,  nlalfve  to  the  stata  and  condition  of  the  SirtiB- 
aaliana  wfai«h  may  have  bean  araetad  witUn  the  sCra- 
lalpsrti  and hasbora of tbe  United SiMss;  aadalaalhe 
aBoantof  moDeys  which  hsa  baen  ezpcaKlad  on  aa^ 


and  tbo  any  iafcnnatkia  of  which  said  DepaMmant 
majbapoaaetaadrelatire  to  tba  practicability  of  defaod- 
ing,  by  laud  batteries,  snch  porta  and  hsiboia  as  haT^ 
by  any  foimcr  law,  been  directed  to  be  fortified. 

Btiobtd,  Tbal  the  Preudent  caue  to  be  laid  bafora  , 
this  Honie  a  atatencnt  axhibiling  the  amount  of  money  ' 
which  has  been  di^nreed  on  account  of  the  nsTy  in 
each  year,  since  its  establishment,  and  stating  particn- 
larty  the  cost  of  each  Irigate. 

Before  I  offer  these  resolutioot.  I  will  lake  the 
liberty  of  naking  a  few  obserTaiioQa  in  explana- 
lioD  of  some  things  said  by  me  yesterday,  aod  the 
tapliea  made  to  tCem  by  tereral  gentlemen.  \  ob- 
aerved  ibat  we  were  not  possessed  of  that  kind  of 
informatioa  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  reaolu- 
tion  then  nodercoosideratioo,  that  would  enable 


us  to  form  a  correct  and  jvdiciona  deeisioa  on  itj 
that  we  had  no  data  on  which  to  estiaufe  the  ex- 
pense of  the  propoaed  meaanrea,  or  their  efficacy, 
if  adopted.  When  I  took  the  liberty  of  iatimat- 
ing  a  donbl  of  their  efficacy,  I  did  notncaatobe 
onderMood  aa  doubting  the  phyiieal  pMi^lity 
ofao  fortifying  our  ports  and  narbora  by  land  Wl- 
teriea  as  to  afford  them  an  effectual  proteetioa. 
But  I  meant  to  say  that  such  was  their  physical 
tiluatroD  at  to  require  a  (foentum  of  rerenoe  be- 
yond the  reiotircai  oi  the  nation.  1  hsTe  ncdcabt 
Ht  that  it  is  completely  in  our  pow^  to  dcfM 
New  York  and  onr  other  harbors,  if  w«  only  pos- 
seaa  the  pecuniary  means.  I  hare  no  dotibl  that 
we  might,  with  eane,  make  a  Cronstadl  of  it,  bat 
I  doubt  whether  any  gentleman  of  the  Roor 
OMild  be  prepared  to  adopt  the  principla  irtteh 
has  prevailed  at  CroDstadt  and  other  pjam  »d 
to  the  extent  to  which  it  would  carry  us.  fdoolil 
whether  any  gentleman  would  be  prepared  to 
adopt  the  course  pursned  by  the  Premih  Oorent- 
mem,  with  rcgara  to  Cherbourg,  and  atoog  her 
coast;  a  conrte  which, after  the  trealyefAMtens, 
they  were  obliged  to  anapend,  from  the  iaadcqnicy 
of  their  retoarcea. 

I  beg  lea  re  to  state  one  or  two  oAer  addrtioiial 
things.  When  I  snggeated  the  propriety  of  (^ 
taioiDg  information,  it  waa  said,  that  my  object 
was  evidently  procraali nation  ;  that  it  was  tinbe- 
coming  in  the  House,  after  so  much  time  had 
been  already  conmmcil,  to  attempt  further  pro- 
cnslioatioB ;  for  the  sentiment  oftbe  nation  was 
before  na ;  it  dictated  onr  course,  and  if  we  beri- 
Uted  to  pntvueit,  the  pubtieittdigna  tion  won  Id  light 
upon  us.  hi  mv  opinion,  all  tbat  oao  be  deduced 
from  what  has  be«i  denominated  the  senttnmt 
of  the  nation, in  ihit  aod  other  eases,  is  Ihia;  that 
in  thia  conntry,  where  the  Government  and  tite 
nation  are  the  mnte,  the  nation  will  repose  ha 
conAdenee  in  the  Qoreniment.  aad  ^edge  Ihenr 
aelrea  to  support  those  n»eaaares  which  (be  Oof 
erament  may  adopt.  All,  then,  that  ftdtewa  |^ 
that  i^  nation  will  repose  its  conUeaoaon  this, 
as  on  other  trying  occasions,  in  dke  Oorernment 
Bat  does  it  follow  that,  became  the  nation  reposes 
unlimited  conBdence  in  tbis  Oanrerament,  that  the 
latter  is  to  rush  blii>dfddedly  into  meaanvea  wnh- 
oat  amatnnconaiderationof  tbem?  On  thecon- 
trary,  I  apprehend,  in  pr<»>ortiott  to  thit  ecnfldence, 
there  ia  a  respoBsibility  in  theOovemment  not  to 
abnse  it;  anil,  notwithstanding  the  high  decree  of 
'idence  repoaed  inthisinstaneain  theOorern* 
L,weought  net  todoabt,becansetl)e  experience 
offormer  times  proTcs  it, that  when  thiscoDfidenea 
shall  be  abased,  the  people  will  revoke  it.  In  my 
opinion,  at  this  time,  we  are  more  bound  tube 
cautious  in  exercising  the  powers  reposed  in  w, 
than  those  who,  in  former  limes,  held  the  reins 
of  Goverameni;  became  they  bad  not  the  expa- 
rfence  that  we  have,  and  because  the  lesson  ex- 
hibited on  that  occasion,  shows  that  confidence, 
improperly  used,  will  be  withdrawn  by  the  people. 
Do  gentlemen  mean  to  be  understood  aa  inlimal- 
iog  that  it  is  onr  duly,  without  inqniring  into  the 
extent  or  the  grounds  on  which  wc  proceed,  to 
embark  Iteadloog  into  any  meaaorea  whieli  the 
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Preaidest  may  recommtod,  and  which  ther  maf 
consider  lite  coofideoce  of  the  people  pledged  to 
suppoit? 

With  legmrd  to  tbe  aecond  reaolatiwi,  I  vill  odd 
a  woid  or  two.  The  report  on  wbicb  this  dis- 
cussion b  founded,  although  I  beliere  doI  so  in- 
tended, i«  calculated  to  h&  u  I  apprehend,  a 
decor.  If  we  adopt  it,  we  shall  Gnl  begin  with  a 
amaU  appropriatioo.  and  we  shall  aflerwarda  be 
called  upon  to  go  the  whole  lenglh  that  shall  b« 
deemed  necessarf  to  cany  the  measures  we  ahall 
hare  takeo  ioio  fall  and  complete  edect ;  and  we 
ahall  be  told,  uuleu  weappropriale  enough  moaeT 
to  carry  them  into  this  full  and  complete  efTeol,  all 
that  we  hare  done  will  be  losL  Sii,  we  bare 
aome  warning  monnmeDls  agaiost  punuiDgsuch  a 
poller.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  this  rerf  Hoase  in 
which  we  legislate  is  one  of  (bese  waininz  mon- 
uments;  the  foriifteatianofonr  portsand  njbors 
18  another ;  and,  unless  I  much  misiaksj  the  ap- 
propriatioDK  which  we  have  heretofore  made  for 
■  our  naval  armameotii  isatso  an  awful  warning.  It 
is  to  gnard  a^iainst  being  decof  ed  into  such  a  con* 
duct  that  t  now  offet  these  resolutions.  It  is,  ibat 
we  may  aee  the  whole  gronnd  before  us ;  and  that, 
ia  the  lita|;iiage  of  tu  h(»oiable  Sfexxir,  we 
may  see  the  whole  extent  of  the  load.  It  is  true, 
the  Comiaitiee  baa  giien  oi  the  eaiimate  of  the 
cost  of  a  screaty-four  gan-ship.  An  estimate ! 
yea,  sir,  a  naral  estiinalel  And  Is  it  come  to  this  7 
after  the  experience  of  this  eoantry  in  naml  af- 
faira,  that  this  House  is  to  proceed  on  a  naval  ea- 
tiaate.  I  hope  not;  I  hope  we  shall  hare  same- 
thing  more  substantial ;  that  we  shall  hare  the 
mctnal  eeal,  and  not  a  mere  estimate. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith.— As  the  House  is  not  mvch 
pressed  in  point  of  time,  it  is  not,  perhaps,  to  be. 
regretted  ibal  the  honorable  gentleman  baa,  on 
this  occasion,  giren  us  a  long  speech ;  but  it  is  to 
be  regretted  cEat  he  did  not  feel  the  want  of  in- 
formation  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  sessioib 

Mr.  Daxv — I'  is  uafottunate  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Qeorgia  should  assume  B  cause 
either  too  feeble  to  be  sustained,  or  that  it  should 
be  addressed  to  a  bodf  that  he  imagines  incapa* 
fale  of  feelius  the  force  of  argument  I  presume 
that,  in  decioingon  measures  in  tbis  House,  the  mo- 
tives of  particmar  gentlemen  are  not  to  guide  our 
deliberaiioDs:  but  the  intrinsic  merit  of  the  mea- 
sores  tbemselre!^  and  if  ihef  can  be  supported  by 
strong  and  fair  argument,  no  gentleman  would 
think  of  appealing  to  our  passions  for  ibeir  sup- 
port Whaterer  may  hare  been  my  (pinion  on 
the  general  course  of  measures  pursued  by  the 
Resent  Administration,  is  not  now  the  qtiestion. 
The  only  io^airy  proper  for  ns  to  pursue,  relates 
to  the  merits  of  the  proposition  before  us.  On  the 
general  subject  of  iafoimaiion,  if  the  gentleman 
really  desires  to  obtain  it,  there  can  be  no  exeep- 
tioa  to  the  call,  however  we  may  regret  its  not 
harioK  been  made  earlier.  When  we,  yesterday, 
Gonsiaered  the  report,  it  was  in  (ha  aeneral  prin- 
ciple wheUket  onjT  fortifications  should  be  erected 
or  repaired,  without  undertaking  to  say  to  what 
extent  the  business  should  go.  I  think  we  hara 
abundant  information  to  justify  our  roiing  on  this 


priuci|Je,  allboogh,  when  we  descend  into  the 
details,  we  may  require  more  particular  infor- 

Mr.  KiaLT.— I  hare  but  a  word  of  reply  to  ths 
gentleman  from  Connecticut,  who  first  addressed 
you,  who  has  expressed  his  regret  at  my  not  hav- 
ing made  an  earlier  call  for  this  information ;  and 
tbat  is,  that  I  hare  made  the  call  as  early  as  the 
subject-matter  of  the  report  came  into  discussion. 
It  was  never  before  yesterday  discussed,  and,  at 
the  earliest  period  of  the  debate^  I  avowed  my 
want  of  information. 

[Some  conversation  here  took  place  between 
Messrs.  D.  R.  Willuhs,  Clabk,  and  Caownix- 
8iiiEi.D,  on  ihe  amendments  subsequently  nude 
in  the  details  of  the  resolution.] 

When  Mr.  D&wbon  said  that,  not  being  in  the 
House  at  the  time  these  resolutions  were  offerei^ 
he  regretted  that  be  bad  not  beard  the  reasaoi 
assigned  by  the  mover  in  support  of  them.  He 
must,  however,  be  permitted  to  obserre,  that  it 
was  made  the  annutuduty  of  tbeSecretarvof  iha 
Navy,  which  duty  he  perfarmed,  to  lay  belore  the 
House  these  sereral  items  of  iiuormalion,  called 
for  by  the  resolutions.  He  could  therefore  only 
consider  delay  as  the  eBect  ihey  were  calculated 
to  produce.  The  simple  resolution  before  ibs 
com'mitieeyettetdaywasjdo  the  ports  and  barbora 
of  the  {Jailed  States  require  protection  1  Has  not 
every  gentleman  declared  tfus  to  be  ibe  fact?  Has 
it  not  been  eufocced  by  every  paper  in  the  United 
States  1    Does  not  every  days  mail  bring  us  the 

Eublic  sentiment  1  and  is  it  not  likewise  enforced 
y  the  first  authority  in  the  nation  1  The  geocrtl 
ikccessity  of  the  measure  can.  tlun,  admit  of  no 
doubt.  The  next  question,  Inen,  ia,  is  the  sua 
recommended  by  the  committee  too  large?  I  be- 
lieve, said  Mr.  D.,  every  gentleman  will  coikciu 
with  me  in  opinion,  that  it  is  much  sroaDer  thaft 
was  expected.  If  these  are  facts,  what  can  the 
object  be,  but  further  delay  7  It  can  only  be  oiM- 
of  two  aiternaiives,  either  lo  carry  the  resolutions 
calling  for  informacioa,  and  thereov  from  the  time 
which  will  elapse  before  it  can  ne  reeeired,  to- 
gire  the  whole  business  the  go-by ;  or  it  must 
arise  from  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  Executira 
in  the  disbursement  of  the  moneys  appropriated. 
1  say  the  object  must  arise  from  either  one  or  lira 
other  of  these  two  causes.  1  hold  it  my  duty  hare 
to  state  that  the  committee,  on  their  first  meeting 
directed  their  chairman  lo  write  to  tbe  Secretary 
of  War  and  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Nary  for  infor- 
mation 10  Euide  tbeir  decisions.  The  Secretary 
of  War  iulormed  tia  that  the  inquiry  we  called  foi 
could  not  be  giren  in  less  than  seven  or  eiEbt 
weeks,  and  I  venture  to  affirm  that,  if  the  res^u- 
tions  are  agreed  te,  the  subject  will  not  be  taken 
up  again  for  that  length  of  time.  Is  this  the  wish 
or  gentlemen  1  I  trust  tbat,  if  it  is  their  wish,  a 
majority  of  this  House  wi)l  be  found  u  hold  dif- 
ferent opinions,  and  will  be  in  favor  of  proceed- 
ing without  delay,  in  a  business  so  interesting  to 
the  public  welfare. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiaHa.— As  far  as  I,  >  fallible 
man,  can  understand  the  iofalLble  ideas  of  tha 
geoiieioui  from  Virginia  (Mi^  Dawson)  I  mns^ 
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diticlaim  ibe  tnoIiTes  he  Rscribes  to  ihe  rriendn 
oTlhpae  reaolulioD^  and  declare  my  tuial  '\^uo- 
rsncc  oranygentleman  bring  tafluenced  bytliem. 
fiart-lf  that  hooaiable  gentleman  is  not  no  dpToid 
of  charily,  as  to  wish  me  to  vote  blindfolded  on  • 
■ubjeci  which  he  nllons  lo  be  higlily  important. 
Wbat  are  the  verbal  communicaiions  of  ibe  Se- 
eretary  of  War  Iome7  They  mav  have  been 
Hiisfactory  to  the  eommiiiee  who  heard  ihem  ; 
but  they  «urely  cannot  enii^httn  those  who  are 
alloeetbpr  uaacouainled  wilh  ihem.  I  hope  we 
ibalT  Dot  proceed  with  a  degree  of  precipitation 
tbat  will  oblifre  us  to  act  blindfolded. 

Mr.  Eahlt. — The  genilemaD  from  Tirgiaia 
liaa  told  us  that  Ihe  very  information  we  now  call 
for,  as  far  as  it  applies  to  the  first  re^olu1ioo,  was 
verbally  given  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the 
■elect  cotumiiiee.  The  genileman  from  Virginia 
could  not  have  offered  a  more  forcible  argoment 
for  adopting  the  resolutioD.  WhatI  lMbisHou:<e 
to  decide  on  the  private  informattoD  of  a  head  of 
department,  given  to  a  commitlee,  when  that  iH' 
formation  too  is  verbal  1  Is  (bisibe  way  in  which 
die  funds  of  the  nation  are  to  be  pledged  to  an  ia- 
calculabte  extent,  In  the  furtherance  of  measures, 
nbose  auccesa  is  at  best  problemaiical  1  1  pre- 
aume  not.  Before  they  are  adopted,  we  ougltt  to 
be  possessed  of  official  documeD-ia ;  and  if,  after 
we  have  acted  on  the  inrorniBtioa  we  have 
ceived,  we  shall  find  il  incorrect,  we  shall  know 
whom  to  blame,  and  on  whom  lo  fix  the  responsi- 
bility. But  would  that  be  thecase,  when  informB- 
tloa  was  verbally  given  by  a  bead  of  department  tc 
acummitteeaodverballydelivered  by  that  commit- 
tee to  the  House?  Surelynot.  Was  it  ever  beard 
of,  that  ihe  House  should  act  inameBsureof 
ibagniiude  on  the  verbal  communications  of  the 
bead  of  a  depaitmeDt,  verbally  delivered  lo  ihi 
Bouse? 

Mr.  Dawson  said,  the  geutleuian  was  mislaben 
in  point  of  fact.  He  badoot  said  a  word  against 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Early  begged  pardon  for  his  mistake. 
He  bad,  however,  always  understood  a  gentle- 
man 10  be  opposed  to  a  motion  when  he  spoke 

After  amending  the  resolution,  by  adding  after 
the  words,  within  the  Uuilrd  Slates,  "the  lerri- 
lories  ihereof,"  it  was  agreed  to — ayes  88;  when 
the  secood  resolution,  was  alra  agreed  lu — ayes 
81,  after  inseriingin  lieu  of  frigates,  "armed  ships 
Of  other  vessels  built  or  purchased  on  account  of 
tbe  United  States,"  and  adding  to  the  resolution, 
''and  also  ihe  amount  of  moDeys  that  haabeeo  ex- 
pended on  each  navy  yard." 

A  conimiitee  of  two  members  was  then  ap- 
IMiuied  to  present  the  said  lesolutioa  to  the  Pre- 
rideni. 


Tulion  of  the  gentleman  from  Qeorgta,  and  I  hope. 
before  we  have  a  final  decision  on  the  report  of 
the  select  committee,  we  shall  obtain  some  fur- 
ther information.  Annexed  to  the  report  of  the 
commitlee,  1  find  the  esiimaie  of  ihe  Secretary  of 
the  Nary,  of  tbe  expeue  of  building  •  74,  and 


ing  her  in  service,  and  an  estimate  of  ihe  like 
relative  to  gunboats.  This  informatiuo  is 
valuable  as  far  as  ii  goes.  I  do  not  perfecilf 
■  with  the  geiTlleman  from  Oeurgia,aslo  the 
isic  value  of  a  navy  estimate.  Bui  I  believe 
ught  to  go  OD  more  solid  ground  than  a  Davy- 
estimate  ;  and  when  oor  selection  is  to  be  made 
from  various  plans  of  defence,  it  is  proper  to  ob- 
i  esiimaie  of  the  relative  expense  of  each. 
It  may,  possibly,  be  the  intention  ofa  majoritjr  of 
this  Huuse,  10  vote  several  millions  for  the  bnild- 
ingof74'B— while  ibey  are  disposed  tosoOerour 
present  naval  armament  to  remain  idle.  This 
~'ie  view  of  a  majority  of  ihis  Mouse,  bat 
yet  convinced  Ihai  it  is.  There  appears 
be  a  chasm  in  the  details  called  fur,  to 
fill  which  I  move  the  following  resolution: 

Raolved,  That  the  SecreUTj  of  tbe  Navy  be  directed 
to  laj  before  this  House  eatimatea  of  the  eipense  of 
repaiiing,  and  of  the  uinual  eipeuie  of  minnia^,  and 
of  lupporting  in  actual  eervice  the  whole  o(  the  frigalea 
and  imallei  veaiela  of  war  belonging  to  the  United 
Suiea. 
Thia  resolution  was  agreed  to  wilbont  a  divi- 

Mr.  DAweoH  said,  that  believing  the  informa- 

>u  called  for  in  the  resolution  just  agreed  to, 

luld  not  be  had,  without  the  previous  lapw  ofa 
long  time,  and  considering  the  siate  of  tbe  coun- 
try, he  held  it  his  dui^  to  move  tbat  the  House 
should  again  resolve  ilselfinto  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

This  motion  having  prevailed— ayes  60— Mr. 
Greog  took  Ihe  Chair. 

The  Cbaisuak  stated, tbat  when  the  Commit- 
tee before  ruse,  tbe  resolution  onder  con sidera lion 
was  for  appropriating  (150,000  for  the  belter  pro- 
tection of  our  ports  and  harbors. 

Mr.  Thomas  renewed  the  motion  to  strike  oat 
this  sum,  in  order  to  leave  it  blank. 

Mr.  Conrad  said  he  was  ai  a  toss  to  know  how^ 
to  act  in  this  bun iness.  A  few  minutes  ago  we 
agreed  lo  a  call  for  information,  and  now  we  are 
rt-quired  to  give  a  vole  in  the  dark.  It  was  im- 
possible for  him,  under  Aeie  circumstances,  to  act 
undersiandingly  on  tbe  subject.  He  must,  there- 
fore, move  that  the  Commiltee  rise. 

Mr.  Smilie  hoped  that  the  Comtniiiec  would 
rise,  and  ihai  the  tusineiis  would  be  postponed  for 
Biime  time.  He  thought,  from  the  beginning  of 
tbisbusines>,  they  bad  been  proceeding  iucorrecily; 
that  thev  should  be  going  on  in  measures  of  pro- 
tection, before  ihey  determined  on  the  propriety  of 
resorting  to  warlike  measures,  appeared  to  him  to 
be  beginning  with  the  wrong  end  of  the  business. 
If  thev  determined  on  peaceable  measures,  there 
would  be  no  necensily  for  gunboats,  or  Ihe  defends 
ing  our  ports  and  harborjs.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
measures  of  war  were  adopted,  or  such  measures 
as  would  lead  10  war,  there  might  be  ibis  neces- 
sity. 

I  do  not  said  Mr.  S.  certainly  know,  bui,  as  far 
as  I  have  conversed  with  ihe  members  of  ihir 
House,  there  is  not  a  disposition  to  go  to  war. 
Why,  then,  pursue  war  meas.uresT  1  hope  the 
House  will  not  be  of  opinion,  that  war  is  neces* 
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Mrf ;  and,  if  so,  what  msoD  is  there  at  preiieDl 
fof  adopting  warlike  measuresT  Why  go  into 
details,  who-te  fitnvas'muai  depend  on  higher  mea- 
sures 1  When  I  say  ihia,  I  assure  tbe  gentleman. 
if  it  shall  be  necFimarf  to  take  nies!>ure3  oi  war, 
or  nieasam  Ipadinp  to  it,  I  stiall  be  willing  to 
adopt  efft-elual  measurea  Oae  ihing  is  certain. 
That  if  we  take  such  m^a^ores,  wemusc  go  much 
further  than  the  report  of  the  select  cominiltee. 
Before  this  great  question  is  decided,  the  determi- 
nntion  of  all  suborditiate  matters  will  be  useless. 
Ilherefore  think  it  best  that  tbe  Coinintiteeihoald 
rise,  aod  that  the  subject  now  under  consideration 
should  be  laid  asleep  for  some  lime. 

TbequestioD  being  taken, tbe  Committee  agreed 
to  rise;  when  theChairinan  reported,  that  theCom- 
milipe  of  the  Whole  House  bad  bad  the  state  of 
the  Union  under  consideration^  and  had  com 
no  resolation  thefeon. 

And  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


HoKDir,  Janttary  ]S7. 

Hr.SLOAN.fromtheconiinittcesppoiBledonthe 
twcDiy-DCCond  instant,  preseoted  a  bill  laying  a 
duty  DO  slaves  imported  into  any  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  read  twice  and  comiuitted  to 
■  Cofatniitee  of  the  Whole  tO'iaarrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  a  motion  of 
the  twenty-fonnli  ioitatii,  in  the  words  following 
to  wit: 

Rooked,  That  the  Cleik  of  this  House  ba  directed 
to  pay,  oat  of  the  conttagent  fund,  the  inm  of  two 
hnndred  dollaiatoths  SargMnt-tt-Ani]*,  and  twofann- 
dred  dallats  to  the  Doorkeeper  and  Asskiant  Doon 
keeper,  •ach,  a*  *  eampenwiion  far  their  Mtm  seivieca 
during  the  last  asMion  of  CangroH. 

Ordermt,  That  the  said  motion  bo  committed 
to  Hr.  Leib,  Mr.  Fiaz.  Mr.  TbioOj  Mr.  Ssater, 
kudMr.  Thonas. 

On  matioo,  it  was 

Hetolved,  That  the  SMrctary  of  the  Nary  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  Huose  a  report  on  the 
eondiiioo  of  the  frigates  and  other  public  armed 
▼esaelsb-^longing  to  the  Uoiied  States,  disiinguish- 
iog  tbe  frigates  fit  for  actual  service;  distinguish- 
iDg  fo  h  as  require  repair,  and  the  sum  necessary 
for  repairing  each ;  and  distinguishing,  also,  such 
as  it  may  be  the  interest  of  ihe  United  States  to 
dispose  of  raiber  than  repair. 

A  petition  of  sundry  persons  holding  property 
in  the  western  part  of  the  Citv  of  Washington, 
in  tbe  District  of  Columbia,  anil  residing  therein, 
was  pre>eDied  to  the  House  and  read,  praying 
that  Congress  tnay  reject  every  application  for 
leave  lo  build  a  bridge  across  the  river  Puiomac. 
Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  George- 
town, owners  of  property  in  tbe  western  pan  of 
the  City  of  Wasbiogion.ia  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, lo  the  same  eSpct.  Also,  a  peiiiion  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Montgomery, 
Frederick,  Wnsblngtoo,  and  Allegany,  in  the 
Stale  of  Maryland,  to  the  same  effect.— Referred. 

Mr.  CRowNiHaBieLD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commeiee  and  Man  u  lac  in  tea,  to  whota  was  re- 


ferred, on  the  twenty-third  ultimo,  ibe  memorial 
of  ibe  Phrladrlphia  Chamber  ot  Commerce,  re- 
ported a  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
act  of  tbe  Slate  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  "An 
act  lo  empower  the  Board  of  Wardens,  for  the, 
port  of  Philadelphia,  to  collect  a  certain  duty  on 
tonnage,  for  Ihe  purposes  therein  mentioned;^ 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  to  extend  jurisdictioa,  in  cer- 
tain cases,  to  State  judges  and  State  courts,  waa 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasred. 

The  Hotme  proceeded  to  consider  (he  bill  which 
lay  on  the  table,  to  repeal  ihe  act  to  authorize  the 
receipt  of  evidences  of  public  debt,  in  payment 
[or   the  lands  of  the  United  Stairs,  and  for  other 

Eurposes,  relative  to  the  public  debt,  as  repurltd' 
y  the  Committee  of  tbe  whole  House,  on  thw 
sixteenth  ittsrani,  without  amendoient:  Where- 
upon, Ihe  said  bill  was  ameade<l  at  the  Clerk'a 
table,  and,  together  with  (he  ameodmeoia,  or-' 
dered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time  to<' 
morrow. 

DETACHMENT  OF  MILITIA. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  detachment 
from  the  Militia  of  the  United  states  was  read' 
the  third  time. 

Mr.  T«t.LMAvae,  of  CoDuecticnt,  said  he  had 
never  recollected  an  insiadce.  since  he  had  been' 
honored  with  a  seat  in  that  House,  when  a  ques- 
tion of  equal  maenitude  with  the  present,  had 
passed  on,  from  the  report  which  was  first  made, 
to  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  and  there  had 
scarcely  beeo^a  remark  submitted  to  the  House  to' 
elucidate  or  justify  the  measure.  We  have  be-' 
fore  as  a  bill  of  no  trifling  import ;  it  provides  for' 
organizing,  arming,  aod  equipping,  a  militarf' 
force  of  one  hundred  Ihonsaod  men,  and  it  appro- 
priates two  million  of  dollars  to  enable  the  GIot- 
ernmrnt  to  bring  this  force  into   the  field.     Now 

the  part  of  the  Government,  or  else  it  is  a  solema. 
moeVery,  a  mere  political  farce.  At  any  rate,  we 
shall  hereby,  if  the  bill  passes  into  a  law,  lock  no' 
two  million  of  dollars  in  the  Treasury,  whicQ. 
must  remain  appropriated,  and  sequvstfred  frotn 
any  other  use,  however  ur^ut  aod  pressing  iha' 
calls  of  our  country  may  be  from  any  other  quar- 
ter. Under  the  present  aspect  of  ibix  hilt,  as  it' 
has  been  presented  to  my  mind,  I  shall  be  con- 
strained to  give  it  my  unequivocal  negative,  un-- 
less  some genilemaa  shall  be  aile  to  remove  my 
objection  afraiost  its  final  passage.  I,  therefore, 
take  the  liberty  to  call  on  the  honorable  chairman 
of  the  committee,  who.  reported  the  bill,  (Mr.' 
ViRNDH,  of  Massachusetts.)  lu  state  to  the  Hunse 
the  reasons  which  induced  aim  to  snbmit  tbe  bill' 
now  under  consideration,  and  to  request  of  bim, 
for  my  particular  inrormaiion,  to  atiswer  the  two 
fullowing  queries,  viz: 

Isl.  What  special  objects  are  to  be  answered  by 
the  pas.'age  of  this  bill  T 

2d.  What  effect  will  such  a  law  have  upon  the 
militia  systema  of  the  di&ient  States  in  (he 
Union? 
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muta  from  MatsacAusetti,  who  repotted  (his  bill, 
fnm  ■  koowledce  of  lh«  bigb  ■ution  which  tie 
holds  ia  ibe  muiiia  of  that  Suie;  aod  from  a 
IwpethAt  he  tias  fiilly  weighed  all  (he  relalire 
DMridgs  of  tbia  bill,  wiih  the  advaatages  and  in- 
^ODTeoieBccs  theace  reiulling.  that  he  maf  be 
abl«  to  coafiria  the  WATering,  aad  to  taliaff 
those  who  doubt  respectiiig  the  pro*iu«it»  of  thw 

In  the  poUic  MesMge  of  the  PKiident  of  the 
United  States,  communicated  to  Coogrcn  on  the 
thitd  of  I>ec«niber  list,  we  aie  inforiaed  that  spo- 
liiiioBs  are  conunitted  ob  our  comneice  and  out 
tD^iaea  ataimpitsaed  on  the  higbaeaa;  while ag- 
sKMioDB  aod  insults  at«  oSsed  to  the  eiiizeoB  of 
ne  Territories  of  Otleans  and  the  Mississippi,  by 
IM  ncnlar  oficers  nod  soldiers  of  the  EtDf  of 
8|)aia.  Some  of  these  iajnties  mtj  admit  of 
pcaceaUe  lemedf ,  but  some  of  tbem  ate  of  a  na- 
ture to  be  mel  bf  force  onljr,  and  kll  of  them  ma; 
lead  u  it. 

Prom  the  fullest  examination  I  have  been  able 
to  make  of  this  public  document,  (and  I  laj'  no 
claim  topriralaeomnuiMMtioi]*,)  lean  diseoTer 
hut  one  point  on  which  this  great  mitiiarf  foice 
CAu  be  brought  to  bear.  Is  it  possible,  then,  Mr. 
Speaker,  (aod  I  do  hope  thai  the  booorahle  chair- 
man wiJl  gire  us  an  answer  to  the  inquiry,)  ia  it 
poMibk,  I  say,  that  an  apporlionmenl  must  be 
made  on  all  the  militia  of  the  United  Sutevfrom 
Georgia  to  the  District  of  Maine,  that  the  Presi- 
dut  of  the  United  States  ma^  be  enabled  to  repel 
ap  inTasiiH).  or  chastise  an  insult  offered  to  our 
citizens  within  the  district  of  Orleans  1  If  thii 
lie  not  the  object,  the  inquiry  relarns  with  r&- 
donbled  force— what  ia  it?  Or,  are  we  to  con- 
elude  that  all  this  parade  and  expense  is  to  form 
M)  army  on  paper,  and  to  hold  out  lo  the  world 
^e  high  sense  we  entertain  of  our  natioikal  honor 
and  dignity,  and  the  ptomptitude  and  ri^or  with 
Vnich  we  are  ready  tu  defend  il  7  Can  it  be  pos- 
sible, sir,  that  gentlemen  cati  be  serious  in  ofieting 
tbif  pteposletous  parade  of  military  defence,  when 
the  fecommendetion  of  the  President,  and  the 
voice  of  our  country.call  so  imperiously  for  some- 
thing more  eEGcieolT  Will  the  European  Pow- 
en  beliere  that  yon  are  in  sober  earnest,  when 
they  shall  read  the  provisions  of  this  bill  J  Will 
the  peopls  of  our  own  country  be  aatiifieti  with 
this  kind  of  military  farce  ?  The  former,  I  am 
petsuaded  will  not  be  deceived  by  it;  tbe  Utter 
cannot  fail  lo  be  disgusted  with  this  pitiful  parade. 
Whatever  may  be  my  opinion  of  tbe  military  de- 
fence which  OUT  present  circumstances  call  for,  it 
is  hardly  proper  for  me  now  to  discuss  that  quea- 
tioD.  If  the  difficulties  and  objectiom  which,  so 
forcibly  press  upon  my  mind  can  be  obviated,  not- 
wiiiuiaodiog  my  geneial  doubts  of  the  efficacy 
qf  this  measure,  I  Ehall  vote  for  tbe  bill  on  your 
table. 

If  I  can  be  convinced  that  this  measure  is 
proper  and  necessary,  if  it  will  add  anrthing  to 
the  real  defence  of  our  conoity,  I  shall  be  one  of 
tbe  last  men  in  this  House  to  lefnse  it  any 
rapport. 


I  ask  again  of  the  houotmble  Cbaitmai),  and 
hope  he  wjII  give  us  an  answer — What  eSeci  wilt 
this  law  have  npou  the  mililia  aystciM  of  the 
several  Slates  of  the  Unioa  7  By  the  bill  oa 
yout  table,  this  body  of  one  hundred  ibossaod 
mililia  is  called  a  detachment.  Now.  a  detach- 
ment of  men,  accotding  to  the  ideas  which  [  had 
ohiained  in  the  Revolulionary  war,  I  have  always 
eonsideted  as  a  body  of  men  set  anart  or  detached 
fot  a  special  purpose,  and  not  liable  to  be  assigoed 
lo  any  other  duty  until  that  saviee  was  pat- 
formed. 

I  ask  again  of  tbe  honotaUe  gentleman,  how 
far  such  a  detacbment  is  to  be  coaiidered  as  aidt 
eient  for  the  i»eriod  ccmieiaplated  by  ttra  bill,  and 
what  will  be  iu  effects  on  ma  remaining  body  it 
the  militia  7  In  the  year  1797,  wfcm  a  similai 
detachment  was  made  and  aKwrtioned  upon  the 
several  Steles,  it  was  held  out  as  an  enconmg^ 
ment  to  those  who  should  volunteer,  a*  well  a* 
those  who  should  be  dtauffhted  for  the  service^ 
that  ihey  should  not  be  called  upon  to  ^erfomt 
other  military  services  darJog  the  period  for 
which  they  were  so  engaged.  Theconseqaeucet 
which  reswlted  from  the  measure  were  very  inju- 
rions.  Tbe  prineirdeeof  obedience  asd  military 
subordination  la  laia  drangbtad  corps  were  very 
much  laid  aaide,  and  ae  they  wet«  not  obliged  to 
appear  on  the  usaal  mnater  days,  they  lost  in  ■ 
^vat  measure  their  disc  iplinc— their  arma  and 
their  aniforma,thfongh  negltel,  became  alMnnfit 
for  use.  TboM  consequences  resulted  ftoim  tha. 
spattered  situation  of  tboM,  dnwfhted  mili^ 
whose  ofcets  oonld  not  oonveae  tien  for  diaci]> 
line  without  great  irgvhleawlaKpenseb  There  u 
aaather  eoaaideiatioB  which  haa  waigh^  in  my 
mind.  Daring  the  period  far  whiah  thia  detach- 
ment is  to  be  held,  ready  &r  Mrviee  (two  yean)  a 
great  portion  of  the  men  will  have  changed  thcit 
cooditioo  very  Buterially.  Some  m  the  ordinary 
course  of  human  nature  will  have  died — oihtn 
will  remove  to  different  anddistant  place*, ao that 
it  will  be  impossible,  on  any  emergency,  to  aasem- 
bla  them.  I  wonld  tpetl  to  the  hmotable  gea- 
tieman  from  Masaachnsetist  who  advocates  this 
measure,  if  be  should  be  appointed  to  conmaad 
the  detachment  from  Maasaehusotta,  (and  I  ecv 
fess  I  do  not  know  a  more  ptojwr  petaon  foe  the 
purpose)  whether  he,  as  a  military  man,  would 
veolute  to  aasnre  the  Bxecutive  that  h»  could  pi^ 
fade  this  foimidable  cwps  in  the  space  of  twenty 
or  even  tbitiy  days  from  (he  lim*  of  teceiviog 
-  "'ice  that  iheix  service  was  needed?  Nay,  sir, 
D  in  case  of  an  inrasion,  would  he  not  be  bet- 
able  to  march  the  whele  division  of  militia^ 
which  be  now  commands,  in  the  space  of  twit 
days,  toward  any  given  point  of  attack,  and  with 
more  effect  (ban  he  could  colleel  and  match  (ha 
detachment  aforesaid  in  ten  times  the  same  period 

Again,  sir,  I  ask  what  aecessitv  there  ia  for  this 
>illf  By  an  act,  passed  the  thirtj  of  March,  ISOS^ 
'ighly  thousand  militia  were  put  in  requisition, 
and  held  suMect  to  tbe  orders  of  the  Pr^ideot  «i 
the  United  States.  Il  will  not  be  pretended  tliat 
not  a  fbrce  adequate  to  the  exigenoiea  oC 
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OH  emiiUr,  wInM  it  baa  baen  thnateood.  Why, 
(hen,  are  wc  called,  upoo  lo  anael  a  saw  law  id 
autboiiae  ibis  additioDa]  detaobmaM,  when  the 
law.  bafoie  qnoiad,  ia  io  fall  fona.aDd  adequate 
to  all  tke  puTpatea  of  Daiiooal  dafioce;  at  least 
M  fat  as  MMh  a  daiacbDMnt  caa  be  eaUed  ma  effi- 
cient force  1  If  it  ihoBid  be  said  that  ihcre  would 
be  iu>  monef  appropriated  for  the  puipoee,  I  need 
not  mnark  that  ptovmon  eas  be  made  ia  tbe 
geaeial  appropriatioa  law  to  meet  tkiaobjeci. 

If,  indeed,  Ihie  Ja  iateaded  to  be  a  mere  paper 
thing,  a  formidable  foree  wilhont  any  real  exist- 
eace,  tbe  proposition  is  too  daepieable  to  need  a 
•eriotM  reply.  I  hare  neret  bees  taavbt  to  be- 
liere  thai  militarr  c^cntioBa  were  tobeaanicd 
a»in  ihia  way;  nor  m  ilbr  ■BehnManetbalrowr 
QoTBrniBeiit  ean  be  made  teapeetable  abroad,  oa 
yonT  ehteaH  cffieiendy  proteeled  at  home. 

Mr.  T.  was  scarcdy  seated,  when  the  queetion 
was  called  for  by  one  of  the  Repteaealatirpi  from 
ibe  State  of  New  York,  (Mr.  THOMAa  ;}  and,  Mr. 
Vahrch,  showing  do  intention  to  rise,  the  Spur- 
BB  was  aboat  to  pat  the  qneatioD,  when 

Mr.  Dama  rose  and  said,  he  had  no  dispositioii 
to  burden  geoiUiDcn  with  quemioos,  when  thev 
manifesied  so  little  teedioess  to  answer  (hose  al- 
ready put  to  them.  He  must,  however,  be  per- 
mitted to  inquire,  why  tbe  uoa-cominissioDed  offi- 
cers of  the  proposed  deiachment  were  to  be  denied 
the  pay  allowed  by  law  to  the  militia  in  Eeneral. 
if  called  into  the  actual  serrice  of  the  United 
Stales?  The  bill  places  the  detachtneoi  od  the 
aaiae  establishment  with  tbe  Army  of  the  Oniied 
Qtates  as  to  pey  sad  emolumeDls.  Yet  there  ex- 
ists a  law  applicable  to  the  whole  militia,  which 
prorides  particularly  for  their  pay  at  the  rale  of 
six  dollars  and  sixty-sis  eeats  per  month  for  tbe 
priTates.  The  act  was  passed  ia  January,  1795, 
and  is  to  be  fouod  in  the  third  rolume  of  the 
Laws  of  the  United  Slates.  I  trust  I  have  thi 
right  to  hear  tbe  act  read,  notwithstanding  the 
promptitude  with  which  the  qoestion  has  been 
called  for.    I  call,  sir,  for  the  reading  of  the  act. 

[Tbe  Clerk  read  the  three  first  Motions  of  tbe 

Mr.  Varrdm,  of  Ma«ashu*etu,  than  roee.  He 
said  it  was  difficult  foi  him  to  enter  into  aU  the 
details,  wbieh  tbe  qnsslioiu  of  tbe  ^eailanen  im- 
plved;  it  depended  upon  tbe  situ«iiMi  of  tbe  dtf- 
lerent  pent  of  the  eountiy,  whether  the  objeetiona 
of  the  geailenuui  from  CoaneciiaM  (Mr.  TAi.b- 
«<jraaj  were  applicable.  It  was  not  neae«ary, 
from  the  proiriaions  of  the  aet,  to  call  this  out  of 
tke  great  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  Stalest 
That  in  Massaehusett*  it  did  not  exempt  from 
militia  dnty  in  the  year  1797.  They  were  only 
selected  and  officered,  and  ordered  la  be  equipped 
and  is  readioess  to  mareh  at  a  moment's  warn- 
ing. They  afterward  teinrned  to  iheu  imnkaaad 
were  held  to  do  duty  there,  in  tbe  tame  manner 
as  if  tfaey  bad  not  been  detached.  If  the  argn- 
aent  of  the  gentleman  was  correct  lelatire  to  a 
detachment,  aU  the  militia  of  the  United  Statee 
migbi  be  oadiseiplined.  a*  the  President  had  a 
tight  to  call  ont  iIm  wWa.    A«  to  the  oigeelioa 


made  by  tbe  oilwr  gcmkman  from  Coouccticu^ 
(Mr.  Dana,)  there  wusoaediffereneein  thepaj 
pfopoeed  to  be  allowed  by  this  bill,  lo  tbe  militia, 
which  should  compose  tbe  detachment,  hut  it  waa 
not  mwch  less.  The  difference  was  small,  from 
that  allowed  by  the  existina  law.  Mr.  Gbairmaa, 
Ute  President  has  tcdd  us  of  dreadful  depredaiiona 
upon  our  commerce,  and  of  insults  and  iaroadi 
nyna  our  tenitodes;  that  oar  seamen  and  fellow- 
cuiKBs  ate  imprened,  and  ill-trcMed  in  a  nMot 
ciael  manner.  It  beeomes  us,  ai^  to  tike  sons 
meaane  suitable  lo  lbs  occasion,  unleaa  we  tsean 
to  sfcow  the  world  that  we  posseae  ■  seivile  and 
degraded  spttil.    And,  in  my  opinion,  thia  ia  \k»i 


Ut.  CiiiTTBMnaiT,  of  Vermont.— Mi.  Speakar, 
what  may  have  been  the  practice  nndei  the  Inw 
authorizing  the  fovmer  deinefanMKt  from  the  m^ 
liiia  ia  that  part  of  tbe  Vnwi,  apoken  of  by  tba 
honorable  gentlemaa  fVem  Mawaabuaetls,  (Mr. 
Tarkdh,)  I  will  not  andertake  to  tsy ;  bat,  in  tbii 
State  which  I  bare  tbe  honor  lo  represent,  aad 
pulicularly  in  that  divisioa  ia  which  I  reaide^  a 
different  constiueliiw  wae  girea  lo  tbe  law  >■• 
thorizing  that  detachineat,  and  a  vciy  difienat 
course  was  pursued. 

It  waa  tfaete  eonsidored  that  tbe  dclanhmntt 
when  B»dc,  beitw  nnder  the  eommand  and  direo- 
lion  of  offiecrs  selected  oe  eMointcd  for  that  pot- 
pote,  eouhl  not  be  subject  to  the  command  of  ikeii 
farmer  offioers^  nor  liable  to  peaform  tlie  ordinary  . 
military  duty  la  the  companiea  from  which  they 
weia  deiaebed.  And,  sii,  this  was  held  out  aa  aa 
eacoungement  to  those  who  would  volunteer  ia- 
that  service,  that,  alibongh  ibey  were  liable  to  be . 
called  into  aalual  aerviae,  for  which  they  would 
receive  a  compensatioai  ibeir  would  not  be  liable 
to  perform  the  ordinary  military  duties  in  the 
companies  from  wbieh  they  were  detached.  I£ 
sir,  any  necessity  exisu  Ibi  aa  efficient  armed 
foree  for  the  protMtioa  of  oar  country,  I  am  pei« 
fectlv  prepared,  and,  I  presiuie,  ts  wiUing  a*  any 
gentlemaa  in  this  House  to  gmnt  ancb  aid  to  IM 
BxeaDtive  of  the  Uaited  Siatea,  as  may  be  am^djr. 
sufficient  to  meet  any  expected  invasion,  or  to 
support  nny  measure  that  has  the  protectioa  m 
honor  of  the  natioa  for  its  object.  Neither,  sli^ 
am  I  wanting  inmy  confidenoe  in  a  well  otgaa- 
i«d  militia  of  our  country ;  bat  it  ia  from  a  eon> 
vietion  on  m^  mind  that  tbe  whole  military  force 
of  any  portion  of  the  United  States  might  be 
bcought  into  the  field  to  repel  any  invasion  with 
more  facility  and  with  much  less  expense  than 
the  same  number  of  the  propowd  detaehmenti 
one  brigade,  or  at  least  one  division  of  which 
might  comprehend  a  whole  Slate: 

From  their   dispersed   tituaiien   it  would  ha 
St  impossible  that  such  attention  should  bo 
paid  to  their  arms,  equipoMnt,  and  diseiplias,  aa 

render  them  an  efficient  force  for  the  proten- 

in  of  otir  country.  This  is  the  reasoa  which 
operaiet  on  my  mind  against  the  proposed  meaa- 
ure.  It  is  not  from  aa  opposition  to  any  meuaio 
that  shall  have  foi  its  object  the  better  otd^aiza> 
tion  of  tbe  militia,  but  from  a  weHrgroanded  be- 
lief that  the  biU  now  on  your  table  will  bave  a 
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direct  tCDdcDCf  lo  disor^oiz*  tnd  dtminJNh  ihc 

Ewer  which  the  Ezeeucive  or  ihe  Unilrd  Slate; 
s.  by  the  existing  law,  (the  law,  %  r^pval  ol 
which  iit  conteroptaied  by  this  bill,)  to  call  out  a 
infficieiti  force  to  answer  every  object  which  (he 
ezigenciei  of  our  country  may  reqaire,  that  I  am 
decidedly  opposed  lo  the  passage  of  tbs  bill  now 
UDdereoDsideranon. 

Mr.  Varnuh,  of  Maaiacbiiwtti.— Wben  I  ww 
tip  before,  it  was  my  inteotioa  to  hare  stated  that 
tbe  motive  fur  pasalog  tbi>  act  wai  an  appruiirta- 
tiOD  ;  that  which  ia  coniaioed  in  the  law,  the  re- 
peal of  vbich  WIS  CO Dteoi plated,  haTlng  expired 
try  a  general  proTision  of  law,  which  makes  all 
appropTiaiioDs  lermlDaie  at  the  end  of  two  yean. 
The  cominiiiee  in  payiog  aiieaiioo  lo  the  old 
law  found  that  it  was  peFonoeni,  and  they 
thought  it  more  conformable  to  the  ConaiitDiion, 
that  all  laws  crealiag  a  mlliiary  efitablisbmeDt 
should  be  tempararv.  The  other  p 
the  bill,  directing  the  Preiident  (o  make  the  ap- 
porlionmeat  od  tne  different  Siaiea,  was  thoagni 
to  be  tt  more  equal  and  just  mode  of  raising 
tbem,  rather  than  as  the  preHni  act  proridei  tc 
raiae  them  in  aay  partofiho  United  Slates  athii 
discretion. 

Mr.  doiMCT,  of  HanachUMlItt,  laid,  that  the 
reason  givea  by  hia  colleague,  (Hr.  Tasndm  )  for 
pauiog  this  hilt,  "that  we  ought  to  *haw  in 
'the  preaeot  Rtaie  of  our  eountrf,  that  we  do 
'  Bot  potseia  a  aerrile  degraded  apirit."  was  a  prin- 
cipal reason  with  him  against  the  bill.  He  bs' 
UcTed  that  if,  after  all  tbe  vvideaee  this  House 
iMd  received  of  the  temp^  of  tbe  people,  and  of 
their  eipeetatians  of  effieieat,  real  measures  of 
dcfenee,  aucb  a  bill  as  cbi«  was  to  be  ihe  first 
froit  of  a  aeren  weeks'  deliberatun,  it  would, 
indeed,  iodieate  that  our  spirit  was  serrile  and 
degraded — at  least,  that  soeb  waa  tbe  spirit  of 
thi8  House.  And,  indeed,  ia  fact,  its  spirit  was, 
in  his  opinion,  far  below  the  temper  and  spirit 
irhieb  prevailed  in  the  commuaity.  It  waa,  in- 
deed, very  extraordinary  that,  after  all  (he  ui^eat 
dcmaoda  mada  upon  ua  by  the  people  and  by  tbi 
Presideol,  for  various  aagmentaitona  o(  our  force, 
that  tbe  first  step  we  publicly  take  should  be,  oot 
lo  increase  the  power  of  the  Executive  arm,  but  lo 
diminiah  that  which  it  already  possesses.  If  this 
was  the  real  character  of  ibis  bill,  he  ihoushi  ihe 
conclusion  inevitable,  thai  a  House  which,  in  such 
a  stale  or  public  afiairs  as  ours,  should  be  gniliy 
of  such  an  act,  wai  actuated  by  "a  servile  and 
degraded  spirit."  And  whatever  we  may  think  of 
it  ourselves,  I  have  graal  fears  thai  both  the  peo- 
ple and  foreign  naiionn  will  draw  mat  conclusion 
Doocerning  ua.  That  Ibis  was  no  increase  ot  Ex- 
ecutive power,  but  a  real  diminution  of  it  was 
Tery  evident. 

The  gentleman,  my  oolleagae,  (Mr.  ViHMnii.) 
bad  staled  ibree  reasons  for  passing  the  present 
and  repealing  the  old  law.     lat.  The 


Impropriation  for  the  expense  of  Ihe  detachment. 
This  is  a  very  good  reason  for  an  appropriating 
■e(,  but  it  is  none  al  all  for  an  act  repealing  the 


reason  was,  that  ibe  former  act  was  permaneat — 
thin  temporary.  The  former  law  had  beea  pasaed 
1803,  by  the  gentlemen  who  now  cunsiiiuied 
majority  in  Ibis  House,  li  had  been  ^Bffe red 
ileep  for  three  yeara,  aad  now  at  the  very  mo- 
ment the  act  is  about  to  be  useful,  Ihis  grest  Coo- 
iunal  discovery  is  made,  ll  is  very  anluekT 
when  the  people  expect  to  see  us  alive  to 
protection,  ve  are  alive  lo  nothing  but  tbeo- 
queslioos  and  Constitutional  dtSeoliin. 
The  third  reason  for  this  law  wax  tbe  new  appor- 
tionment of  the  detachment  of  militia  it  contem- 
plates. In  this  eoBsisis  tbe  mischief  and  imbecil- 
ity of  tbe  measure.  By  the  law  of  1803,  which 
this  bill  proposes  to  repeal,  ihe  President  isanthor- 
ized  to  call  out  a  detacbment  of  eighty  thousand 
miliiia.  He  may  take  the  whole  Irom  any  part 
of  the  Uoiun.  Wherever  the  exigency  requirea, 
be  may  there  call  forall,  or  any  part,of  the  eighty 
thousand.  By  ihe  present  law,  the  delachiueiit 
made  is  to  eonsiit,  indeed,  of  a  hundred  thousand 
men ;  but  this  number  ia  lo  be  apportioned  npuit 
the  Stales,  and  whatever  is  wanted  fur  actual  ser- 
vice is  to  he  collecied  from  seventeen  independ- 
ent divisions,  in  a  country  fifteen  hundred  miles 
in  length.  Qreat  stress  was  laid,  when  thii  sub- 
ject was  debated  in  Committee,  on  theaddiiional 
□  nmber.  And  my  colleague  (Mr.  Vabndh)  asked 
"are  not  a  hundred  thousand  men  more  ihaa 
eighty  thousand  7  How.  then,  caa  this  be  said 
not  to  be  an  increase  of  Executive  power?"  This 
U  not  a  question  to  be  decided  by  mere  anmbets. 
The  true  4U>-siioa  is,  whether  this  is  a  real  in- 
crease of  efficient  powerl  Will  it  enable  the 
Executive  to  defend  any  given  point  or  frontier 
of  ihe  United  States  belter  or  worse  than  the 
existing  lawT  Nuihine,  to  my  mind,  can  he 
clearer  than  ibat  it  will  be  worae.  Suppose  an 
invasion  of  any  frontier — for  initance  the  district 
of  Maine.  And  let  tbe  invading  force  be  twenty 
thousand  men.  To  reiiist  which,  in  tbe  opinion 
ol  the  Executive,  thirty  thousand  would  be  ex- 
pedient. As  the  present  law  is,  tbe  President  may 
detach  the  whole  thirty  thousand  from  tbe  miliiia 
of  Massachusetts.  But,  pass  tbij  law  and  be  can 
only  detach  the  quota  of  Massachusetts,  say  fif- 
teen ihoDsand,  and  then  tnusE  hunt  np  the  defi- 
ciency in  New  York,  CoDneciicut,  and  Vermont. 
Can  there  be  a  question  whi(;b  gives  the  most 
I  fficient  power,  the  existing,  or  the  proposed  act  1 
Take  a  simple  view  of  the  ease.  Suppose  a  maa 
has  a  debt  to  pav  in  Massachusetts  wiihin  a  lim- 
ited lime,  to  make  which  payment  eighty  dollars 
is  sufficient.  Now,  which  is  the  most  eligiUeand 
efficient  power,  to  have  the  ability  of  taking  npoik 
credit  the  whole  sum  at  once  in  Maasachusett*  ot 
ID  be  obliged  to  lake  it  up  in  seventeen  divisions, 
of  five,  ten,  and  fifteen  dollars,  in  each  of  the 
United  Slates?  In  common  life  noqueation  could 
arise  touching  the  aoperiority  of  the  former  over 
the  latter  power,  in  facility,  conveuience,  or  effi- 
cicBcy.  And  I  can  see  none  in  poliiical>  I  con- 
sider this  act  as  no  further  of  importance  Ihan  as 
it  shows  Ihe  temper  and  disposiiion  of  this  House. 
The  people  are  anxiously  expecting  some  great 
exeruona  from  u*.    While  we,  i^otcoMent  with 
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doiDg  aolfcins.mre  doin;  worf«  ihaa  noihing.  We 
ftre  making  ilie  smHll  portion  oFBxeeutiTe  power 
\tM.  The  augroFDiation  or  the  eighty  ihouMod 
men  to  s  hundred  ihoutsod  is  ''■  mere  tub  Ihrown 
to  ihe  whale,"  in  ibe  faopp  that,  while  amused  by 
this,  the  real  eharaeier  t>f  the  new  proTisiom  may 
eacape  obiierTSlion. 

Mr.  Glhbii,  of  New  Jener,  spoke  iti  faror  of 
the  bill.  '     '^ 

Mr.  BiDWBLi.,  of  Msssachnieit!!,  said  that  he  did 
DOtCoDoelTethissobjectiD  the  same  li^hl  with  his 
oolteasne,  as  a  diminalicii  of  the  efficient  power 
of  the  BiecDiive.  He  ihonghr  the  object  was  lo 
have  the  mililia  in  better  eonditton.  and  to  hare 
them  in  readiness  all  orer  the  United  States.  And 
b}*  thin  biltaeenaiD  proportion  woaldtbuabepro- 
Tided  to  be  had  in  readinen. 

Mr.  MiBTEBB,  of  New  York,  wid  that,  he  hoped 
the  bill  would  pass ;  as  he  thongbt  from  the  dis- 
poititioD  he  haa  seen  in  the  House  ii  was  all  it  was 
likelvtodo.  He  wanted  eiceedingly  lo  be  able 
to  tell  his  consiituenis,  we  bsd  done  lomeihing. 
When  I  go  home,  and  th«r  a~k  me,  "  well,  fanve 
you  made  prurision  for  fortifying  onr  harbom?"  I 
•hall  answer  with rreat comfort,  no,  ''bnt  wehave 
avthoriEed  •  detBchment  of  a  hundred  thousand 
militia."  Hare  yuu  raised  any  ttoops  to  repel 
Spauiah  afTKreBsions?  "No;  nut  we  hare  r~ 
tfcfirized  m  deiAcbment  of  a  hundred  ihouM 
militia."  Hare  yoti  taken  any  roeniinres 
arenge  onr  impressed  fellow-ciliienn  1  '"No  ;  but 
we  have  authorised  a  detachment  of  a  hundred 
thodKaDdmiliiiB."  Hare  you  built  any  navy  fur 
the  protection  of  our  commerce?  "No;  hot  we 
hare  authorized  b  detachment  of  a  hundred  thou- 
aaod  militia."  I  hope,  as  we  are  likely  to  get 
nothing  else,  we  (hall  at  least  hare  the  satisfae- 
tion  ot  this  measure. 

'  Mr.  Dana. — I  had  not  particularly  attended  to 
the  present  bill  before  it  parsed  to  the  third  read- 
ing, baring  rappoxed  it  conformable  to  former 
acts  relaiire  to  similar  subjects.  On  eiamination, 
a  material  diversity  ia  observable.  It  differs  from 
the  general  law,  with  reapect  lo  the  pay  ot  non- 
comToissiooed  officfra  and  privates  of  Ihe  mililia 
when  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  Slates. 
If  the  allowances  to  them  under  thsl  taw  are  found- 
on  calculslioD  10  be  substantially  equivalent  to  the 
emoluments  allowed  bylaw  to  the  troops  on  th' 
military  establishment,  as  has  been  suggested  hy 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  on  ray  lelt, 
(Mr.  Varncm.)  I  ask  where  is  the  necensity  ft 
varying  in  this  manner  from  the  former  law,  and 
thereby  giving  rise  to  quMiions  of  ealculstion  on 
the  suhjeciof  pay  and  emolnmentxT  But,  waiving 
this  eonslderaiion,  I  observe  a  difference  from  for- 
mer laws  in  two  other  sections  of  the  hill. 

The  fifth  section  purporis  lo  authorize  the 
Frecident  tocall  intoaciual  xervieeany  ponion  of 
the  proposed  detachment  when  he  ahall  judge  ihi 
exigencies  of  the  United  Sutes  require  ii.  Oi 
eomparins  ihii  with  the  provisinnsof  ifae  Consii 
tuiion,  where  is  the  auihority  for  giving  to  tht 
Presideut  this  powerl  The  Conslilulion,  it  will 
be  found,  auihoriZfs  Congress  ''to  provide  for  call- 
'  iag  fom  the  mililia  to  execute  the  lawa  of  the 


'  Union,  suppress  iniiurrections,  and   repel  iova- 

'    ions,"    The  power  of  the  Qeneral  Oovemmeol 

call  the  mililia  into  acluai  service,  is  constitu- 

maily  restricted  to  thc^  three  cases  specifically 

eniioned.    Tel  the  bill  undertakes' to  give  the 

President  a  general  discretionary  power  of  eom- 

mandinc  into  service  any  part  uf  the  detachment, 

-  his  pleasure,  for  any  cause  whatever,  without 

IV  limitation. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  bill  renders  the  de- 
tBchment I  able  to  be  holden  in  service  for  six 
lOOtbs  arier  they  arrive  at  the  place  of  reodez- 
3US.     Yet  the  established  law  relaiive  to  ths' 
lililia  does  not  require  ihem  "to  serve  more  than 
iree  months  after  their  arrival  at  the  place  of 
rendezvous,  in  any  one  year."    Why  should  the 
proposed  deiachmeni  be  subjected  to  a  burden  ao 
unequal  as  that  of  servtog  in  the  field  for  twice 
the  usual  term?     Ought  they  lo  be   thus  com- 
pelled to  perform  double  duty? 

But.  my  miiu  objection  to  this  bill  »  the  effica- 
cy of  its  provisions.  If  any  measure  is  to  be  adopt- 
ed for  maintaining  our  national  rights,  let  us  con- 
template a  solid,  effectual  defeuce.  The  present 
bill  holds  forth  the  idea  of  providing  •  miliiarf 
force.  Bat  the  Presideni,  by  the  general  law  of 
the  Union,  is  already  authorized  to  call  forth  the 
Toiliiia  in  the  cases  specified  by  the  CanstitotioD. 
If  1  considered  this  bill  as  adding  anything  lo  ibe 
efficiency  of  our  militia,  I  should  not  oppose  ih« 
general  provision.  I  have  no  disposition  to  dis- 
parage our  mililia}  but  I  deem  such  a  'detach- 
ment as  that  to  be  wholly  inadequate  to  the  sup- 
port of  our  claims  in  the  places  where  we  may 
expect  Rtiacka,  if  attacked  al  all.  Myobjeetion 
is  not  that  I  do  not  believe  our  militia  to  be  brave 
and  zealous  for  ihe  public  welfare.  Bravery  and 
zeal  alone  do  not  decide  the  conflicts  of  armies. 
Brave  as  the  mililia  unquestionably  are,  they 
should,  for  operations  in  the  field,  be  well  equip- 
ped and  disciplined.     That  tbe^  may  be  of  effect- 


ual a 


;.  especially  at  a  distance  from  their 

,  .^jipiuent  and  disciplineare essential.   If 

Ibis  bill  added  anything  to  the  equipment  of  the 
militia,  or  to  their  discipline,  or  lo  ihe  mutual  coq- 
fifrnce  of  the  officers  and  meu,  if  in  anypoint  of 
^niliiary  importance  it  aided  or  promiwd  to  aid 
them,  I  would  give  to  the  general  principle  mj 
support.  Bull  have  not  been  able  to  discover 
thai  the  bill  makes  any  such  addition,  orgives  one 
essential  aiH  to  the  existing  mililia  system.  If  tbit 
be  all  the  plan  of  defence  proposed  to  be  adopted, 
I  am  free  to  declare  1  do  not  consider  it  as  effect- 
ively anything.  Is  i here  an  officer,  accustomed  lo 
service,  who  will  say  ih»t  it  is?  Is  there  one 
military  man  who  will  assert  that,  when  the  pro- 
ject of  thus  detaching  militia  was' tried  formerly, 
any  practical  advantage  recalled  from  it?  If  he 
should  ■■if*en  ibis  with  respect  to  his  part  of  the 
counlrjr,.ifae  case  appears  to  have  been  very  dif- 
ferent in  other  parts.  My  colleague  (Mr.  TiLL- 
HanoE)  has  mentioned  the  effect  of  making  such 
adelachmecl  in  Connecticut.  Iia  Operation  in 
another  Stale  has  been  mentioned  by  the  gentle- 
mnn  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  CsiTTSNOBit.)  The 
eflect  was  injoriuna  rather  than  beneficial.    If  i 
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coDiidered  thu  u  an  afikir  of  rant  paper,  I  ihould 
have  less  cause  for  objeciing.  It  would  b*  then 
but  a  nullity.  At  present,  I  deem  it  wot—  Ibau 
k  nnlliljr.  It  ls,  iberefoie,  treated  fsvoraUy 
when  il  is  spoken  of  as  being  merely  oseleu 
paper. 

Id  tefleeting  on  ibe  stale  of  our  public  aSairs. 
will  any  gentle  man  seriously  say  thai  tite  nropoied 
detacbment  can  be  effectirely  serTiceablc  «t  the 
pointa  Tbere  boslita  enterpiuea  will  pcotablr  tw 
altempted,  if  anywhere  1  The  gsBtlemaa  Irein 
Hassachnseits,  who,  as  chairmaD  of  the  select 
eommittee,  presented  this  bill  (Mr.  Vabkoh)  has 
spolun  of  the  nuiittiae  iDJuries  commitled  by  the 
British,  and  baa  referred  to  the  czpMed  state  of 
our  porta  and  seaboard.  Will  that  genilanun  nv 
that  this  is  the  ^ecies  of  defence  by  which  suca 
injuries  are  to  be  repelled  1  Ara  our  loiliiia  to  be 
marched  to  the  Atlantic  border  of  the  Uaioa,  and 
there  be  ordered,  without  fortiUcalioiu,  to  protect 
the  commerce  and  ports  and  coast  against  the 
piedatory  aciiviur  of  every  toaritime  force  gnder 
any  belligerent  fbgl  We  do  not  serioosly  pro- 
pose thuo  to  parade  our  militia  with  their  muskets 
aloDR  the  exieat  of  onr  shores,  in  cqiposition  la 
bostUe  ships  of  war. 

If  any  where  the  miUtaty  force  of  the  Union  is 
10  be  efficiently  employed  fat  tnaintaining  tMrilo- 
rial  claims,  it  is  on  out  Southern  froutier,  or  iti 
Yicinity,  that  we  shoiiU  fix  out  alteniioB.  And 
there,  how  i«  the  proposed  detacbment  to  be  ren- 
d<tedeffec(ireT  lacase  of  hostility  in  thatqnar- 
tai,  it  most  be  either  on  the  islaad  of  New  Or- 
leaiu,  or  in  relation  to  the  Ploridas,  or  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  on  some  pari  of  the  territory  claim' 
ad  at  Louisiana.  In  no  other  place  is  there  at 
present  any  probability  of  our  liariDg  a  hostile 
eoUision  on  land.  But  is  there  a  man  iu  this 
House  who  will  saf  that  there  is  any  Coniiitu- 
tional  power  Tested  m  the  President  to  march  the 
militia  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States  as 
fixedby  the  Treaty  of  Peace  in  1783?  WhowiU 
adreniure  to  affirm,  that  our  militia  can,  under 
the  presentConstitutioD,  be  compelled  to  march 
to  New  Orleans,  or  below  the  fniriy-firsi<legree 
(platitude  7  la  it  intended  to  march  them  out  of 
the  United  Stales  to  repel  any  territorial  aggrca- 
iions  of  the  Spaniaids,  to  drive  them  from  the 
Miauisippi  eaalwacd  beyond  the  Perdido,  or  back 
to  the  Eio  Bnro,  on  the  west  1  No  geDtleman, 
Ir  debate,  has  pretended,  none,  I  trust,  wilt  pre- 
land,  that  there  exists  constitutiottally  such  power 
over  the  militia. 

Thns  it  api;«Bis  that,  with  respect  to  effective 
(^rations,  the  militia,  proposed  to  be  detached, 
can  be  of  no  service  in  any  of  the  places  where 
there  is  any  probability  of  our  wanting  a  military 
force.  They  cannot  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
points  where  the  force  may  M  requisite. 

What,  then,  is  the  trae  character  of  the  present 
hill  as  a  measure  of  defence  ?  This  is  the  mystery 
of  the  affair.  Ic  seems  like  somelhiog.  lo  reaj- 
ily  it  is  noihing.  Let  us  not  compliment  our  own 
Bt^aeity  at  the  ezMuse  of  that  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  Ike  United  States.  This  bill  ought  not  to 
i*iatead  any  petsoo.    It  is  not  adapted  to  give  to 


ib«  country  any  additioaal  security,  IT  it  wen 
such  as  to  erince  a  fiaed  attention  to  arrange  a, 
system  of  efBcacious  measorce  for  assuring  tha 
protection  of  our  national  rights,  if  it  were  swh  as 
to  excite  any  seotimsDt  of  awe,  or  to  commanA 
respect  frois  any  foreign  Power,  if  it  wera  Ktied 
to  inspire  a  confidence  of  security  in  one  maB| 
woman,  or  child,  within  the  United  Si^es,  any 
of  these  considerations  might  afford  a  reason  foi 

K'ving  it  my  vota,  Bnt  ta  nrtasge  in  Icgialatire 
Ml,  merely  a  eoUeoiion  of  wotd^  witbotit  anf 
possiole  efficiency  or  use,  and  pais  them  for  k 
measure  of  defenea  through  this  Hoya^  is  a  pro- 
cedure of  laborious  nlhiUtv,  in  whidi  I  am  aot 
willing  to  c(M)pcra(e,  uBMi  the  pMMBt  aerioos 
aspect  of  oar  public  a&irs^ 

The  bill  was  than  passed,  79  rieing  in 
Btire. 


T^ESDAT,  Jaanarr  28. 
A  petition  of  the  Presidenta  of  the  ineo^rated 
Marine  Insurance  Companies,  in  the  city  of  New 
Yoik,  OQ  behalf  of  the  said  eompaniei^  was  pre- 
M  and  read,  praying  that  provision  may  be 
made  by  law  for  granting  registers  to  incorpora^ 
ed  Insurance  Companies  for  such  veaaels  of  tha 
United  Slates  as  may  become  their  property,  with- 
out requiring  the  oath  now  preacribed  to  be  taken, 
that  they  may  be  enabled  to  dispose  of  such 
uels,  with  all  the  privileges  that  belonged  to 
them  st  the  time  of  their  seizure  and  d^entton. — ' 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and. 
Maonfacluiea. 

The  Speakbe  laid  before  tha  House  a  letter 
from  the  Swreiary  ot  the  Nary,  enolosing  an  es- 
timate of  ihie  annual  expense  of  supporting,  in 
actual  service,  the  whole  of  the  frigates  aoJ  smal- 
ler vessels  now  beloi^iog  to  theNaryof  the  Unit- 
ed StateSjinpatsuanceoTa  resolution  of  the  House 
of  the  tweoty-fourth  instant  j  which  waa  read, 
and  committed  taa  Committee  of  the  whole  Houe 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
Mr.  Alston,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
e  sixteenth  instant,  ;wesenled  a  bill  declaring 
e  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Qeneru 
Assemblv  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina;  which, 
read  twice,  and  commitled  to  a  CommiUea 
of  the  Whole  ta-motiQW< 
Oa  motion,  it  was 
AMofoed,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
ighteenth  dsy  of  December  last,  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any,  and,  if  any,  what,  alterations  are  neces- 
sary in  the  laws  respecting  compensation  to  grand 
ana  other  Jurors, summoned  to  serve  in  the  eourta 
of  the  United  States,  be  instructed   to  inquiro 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  alterations  are  ne- 
cessary in  the  laws  providing  compensation  to 
marshals;  and  that  they  have  leave  (o  report  by 
'  U  or  otherwise. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Shiub,  the  select  committee 
whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  17lh 
instant,  as  relates  to  the  impressment  of  out  sear 
men,  was  discharged  from  its  further  coosidera- 
'''~~  and  the  subject  referred  to  a  Commiitee  of 
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Hk  Whole  OD  the  tUte  of  the  TToioo,  witbom  a 
ih'nioa. 

Oa  motioD  of  Mr.  Tromah,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  aod  Mprdb  were  discbargpd  from  the  eOD- 
■ideratioo  of  m  much  of  the  Menage  of  the  Presi- 
dent KB  relates  xo  detiredaiioDs  commitied  oo  our 
Coloaial  trade,  aod  ine  sabjecl  referred  to  a  Com- 
niitee  of  the  whole  Honse  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  without  ■  difiiion. 

POTOMAC  BRmOE. 

Tbe  Howe  west  into  CommiiMB  of  Ike  Wbole 
on  the  report  of  a  salect  eommiitee,  id  hior  of 
snthoriziDg  a  btidf[e  to  be  erected  over  tbe  lirer 
Potoniic,  at  the  City  of  Waihiagion. 

Mr.  ELTipoke  in  favor  o^ the  report,  and Me«n. 
Eluot,  Findlet,  asd  Nslmh  against  it;  wtkeo 
the  ComuitiM  rote,  and  obuiaed  Imtb  to  tit 

Mr.  Smilie  raaewed  his  Btoiion  for  diMhatgiag 
the  Commiilee  of  Ways  and  Means  from  Ike  fur- 
ther coDsideratioB  of  tliai  put  of  (he  HesMge  of 
the  President  thaLrolatca  to  (be  iaraaion  of  HM' 
trai  rights. 

Mr.  ftuiNOT  and  Mr.  J.  C  Shitb  opposed  tht 
aiotiot),  tod  Mr.  Jackson  enforoed  it.    The  two 


mittee  of  Ways  and  Heaaa  (Mr.  J.  Rakdolpm) 
•hould  be  in  his  place,  Mr.  Jaokbok  eoooladed 
bis  renutrki  by  moTinif  an  adjournment,  that  the 
coBsideratioB  of  (be  motion  nigbl  be  Ute  next  day 


Tbemotioa  fii»ra4joiirameotproTBilad— yeu69. 

WednebDat,  Janoary  29 

A  message  was  receired  from  th«  Senate  ia- 
foiming  the  House  that  the  Senate  bare  passsed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  empower  Peo^e  Rapp 
and  his  associates,  ofibe  Society  of  Harmony,  to 
parcbaae  certain  lands;"  to  wbicb  tbey  desire  tbe 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  tbe  President  of  the 
United  States,  enctosinga  memorial  from  the  oMr- 
chanti  of  Baltimore,  on  tbe  dEpredations  commit- 
ted on  (be  commerce  of  the  United  States,  whtcb 
was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Wliole  on  the 
atate  of  tbe  Union. 

NBUTRAL  KIOHTB. 

Mr.  Jacxsoh  called  for  connderation  of  ihetni- 
fintshed  business  of  yesterday,  viz:  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Shilte  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  from  the  furtheT  considerBiion  of  so 
mueb  of  the  President's  Message  asrelatea  to  the 
invasion  of  neutral  riehls  by  some  of  tbe  belliger- 
ent Powers.  On  taking  up  this  business  the 
House  divided— yeas  37^  carried. 

Tbe  motion  having  been  submitted  from  the 
Cbair,  Mr.  DAwaoit  oppospd  it.  He  said  the 
wish  of  the  gentleman  frora  PeDDsylvaaiatofarinr 
this  siibject  under  the  view  of  the  Coramittee  oT 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  Jfae  Union  might  at 
anytime  be  gntifled  by  geinff  into  that  committee 


^Jesaage  generally  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  on  (he  state  of  the  Union.  Hebe- 
fieved,  howerer  that  the  floor  of  the  House  wa« 
not  the  proper  place  to  make  declarations  of  wbat 
is  the  law  of  nation:.  He  believed  that  a  volume 
of  such  declarations  would  be  of  no  avail;  it  was 
their  duty  to  act  and  not  to  declare  on  such  sub- 
jects ;  aod  whenever  the  sentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvanfa  or  any  other  gentleman,  wonld  bring  for- 
ward measnres  calculated  to  prevent  an  infraction 
of  our  neutral  rights,  they  shonld  receive  his  sup- 
port. At  present  he  must  be  against  adopting  the 
resolniion. 

Mr.  SmLrE  said  lie  did  not  expect  any  opposi- 
tion to  the  motion  he  bad  made.  If  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  should  be  dlKcharged 
from^  the  busineM,  it  wonld  consequently  come 
before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate 
of  the  Union  without  any  motion,  as  tbe  Message 
was  generally  before  that  committee. 

In  reply  to  the  remark  that  this  motion  would 
be  treating  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
with  disrespect,  Mr.  Smiue  said,  be  thought  the 
Kroond  on  which  he  had  placed  the  business  would 
have  removed  every  idea  of  the  kind.  He  did 
not  say  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
not  as  competent  to  tbe  business  as  any  other 
select  or  standing  committee ;  btit  he  had  declared 
from  the  beginning  that  in  his  opinion,  in  point 
of  principle,  the  reference  ought  to  have  been 
made  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  This  ia 
the  ntnth  week  of  the  session,  and  gentlemen 
cbar|;e  as  with  baring  done  nothing.  Do  not 
gentlemen  see,  from  the  state  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  that  tbis  course  has  beeome 
absolutely  necessary?  Shall  a  business  of  tbe 
first  importance  that  ean  occur  during  thesession, 
be  neglected  on  this  account  1  Not  only  the  eyei 
of  allAmerica,  but  likewise  of  all  Europe,  are 
looking  with  anxiety  on  tbe  steps  which  we  shall 
lake  in  this  basiness;  for  all  the  maritime  Pow^ 
ers  of  Europe  are  interested  In  this  great  qnestioa 
relattre  to  neutral  rights.  Are  we,  then,  in  con- 
sequence of  tbe  deranged  sitiution  of  a  seletA 
committee,  to  remain  with  our  hands  tied  up? 
For  myself  I  do  think,  that  the  intereeto  of  onr 
country  caH  upon  ns  to  take  immediate  steps.  I 
repeat  it.  that  on  a  similar  occasion  with  Ibis,  a 
similar  course  was  pnr«ned.  Genilemen  will  re- 
member, that  in  the  third  Congress,  when  we  be- 
fbiesofferedfrom  tbe  misconduct  of  Great  Britain, 
certain  resolutions  which  became  the  subject  of 
discussion  origiuated  in  a  Committee  of  the  wbole 
House.  Wbat^ndeed,  are  we  to  expect  from  tbe 
Committee  ofWays  and  Means?  Are  they  in 
possession  of  the  general  sense  of  the  Honse  on 
this  subject,  as  a  guide  in  making  their  report? 
This  is  not  tbe  case,  as  we  have  bad  no  disoossioa 
of  the  subject ;  and  until  it  shall  be  brought  under 
a  view  of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  it  ia 
impossible  to  tell  in  what  the  opinions  of  mem- 
bers will  centre. 

Mr.  Jackron.— I  hare  but  a  single  observation 
to  make  in  addition  to  those  which  have  fallen 
from  tha  gentleman  from  Pentisylrania.    Bo  far 
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■)  rflatn  to  tajttif,  it  is  Dot  mf  object  lo  dtscuss 
io  CommJiteeorcheWbole,  the  ab^lr8cl  queniions 
ofihe  law  of  naiioDs,  but  io  adopt  mearure*  for 
the  effeciual  resisiaDce  and  punishmcDt  of  (he  io 
fractjoa  ofihoae  law>,  n*  far  ai  we  can.  If,  ac- 
eurdingtoibe  courae  poioled  out  by  my  colleuur, 
any  retutluiioD  should  be  submitted  od  this  suliject 
in  Ci)mmiiiee  ol  the  Whole,  it  will  be  objected 
thai  the  subject  is  before  «  slaodioir  cnmmillee, 
and  it  will  b«  said  to  be  disrespectrul  to  act  on  it 
HDiil  they  (.hall  bare  reported.  If  my  eolleagae, 
therefore,  be  of  opiaioii,  that  we  should  adopt  any 
efficient  aod  prompt  meaKurei,  the  belter  and 
apeedier  way  will  M  for  hiiu  to  join  in  the  mo- 
tion. I  hope  the  moiion  will  prevail.  Io  the 
name  of  keaveD,  if  we  ara  not  disposed  to  do 
aoythinK,  let  us  tell  the  people  so. 

Mr.  CROwitiNSBiELD. — From  thebegitining  I  was 
oppiKed  id  referring  this  RUbjcciio  the  Committee 
of  Wayi  and  Means.  I  mw  do  reason  for  its 
yoing  to  a  iiaoding  committee.  Without  meao 
ItH  to  caat  aoy  ceosuie  on  the  Committee  of 
Waysaud  Mraos,  I  am  io  favot  of  the  motion. 
Wk  have  been  in  svasioa  seven  or  eight  weeks — 
the  reference  was  made  as  early  as  the  6th  of 
December,  and  we  have  yet  no  reporL  The  ques- 
tion is  perhaps  a*  interesiior  a  one  as  has  t)e«n 
presented  lince  the  eslablishmenl  of  a.  National 
Government.  Wfaalis  oursitualion?  Ourships 
are  plundered  io  every  sea,  our  Aeamen  are  im- 
pressed, three  thousand  of  idem  a     '     '  '       ' 


We 


ind  iti 


nut  proper  thai  any  belli^iereDt  nation  shoutd 
ploy  them  in  thiv  manner.  Like  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  I  am  ready  to  act.  I  want  do  report 
to  guide  my  decision.  1  am  prepared— not  for 
war  measures,  but  for  a  n  on -intercourse  act  with 
Great  Britain.  I  am  willing  lo  Kusnead  all  ioler- 
courie  with  Great  Britain  until  she  sball  give 
back  the  sljipti  she  has  stolen  from  us,  and  (he 
■eamen  she  forcibly  detains.  I  shall  not  be  more 
leady  lo  take  this  step  after  a  report  from  the 
Cummiitee  of  Ways  and  Mean*  (ban  I  am  now. 
The  simple  quesiioa  is,  wheiher  we  shall  abandon 
trade  altogether,  or  resin  the  unjuot  s^greiisiuDs 
made  apun  it  1  Bui  il  was  not  my  object  in  risirtg, 
to  go  any  length  into  the  subiecl;  1  only  rose  lo 
cipresH  my  opinion  in  favor  of  (he  course  pointed 
OBI  by  ibe  motion.  The  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  is  deraosed,  disorganized ;  two  mem- 
bers are  abseot,  aDtf  the  Chairman  unfortunately 
is  sick.  We  have  no  eipcctation  of  a  report;  it 
may  not  come  (ill  the  end  of  (he  session. 
Mr.  Gaaaa. — I  riselo  eipressa  similar  opinion 


be  has  assigned  and  fur  another  reason;  for  ibe 
sake  of  consiMency.  Though  the  subjeei  be  re- 
ferred (o  (he  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  it 
is  likewise  referred  to  the  Cummiitee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  s(a(e  of  the  Union.  The  memorials  from 
the  merchants  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia 
have  taken  thi9  Inner  course.  This  brings  the 
■ubjeet  before  a  Cummiitee  of  (he  Whole.  We 
•re  under  (he  same  obligaiion  (o  take  upthe  busi- 
nesa  of  out  coiuLtuenu  aa  the  Message;  and  aa 


the  business  is  of  (he  greatea(  importance  I  hope 
the  whole  subject  will  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  (he  Whc<Ie. 

Mr.  BiDWEL(- — The  gentleman  from  Pennsf  I- 
vania  hasaniici|iaied  me  in  an  idea  whichlmeaat 
to  have  expressed.  As  (he  principal  document  on 
this  HubJFCt  is  (he  Message  of  the  President,,! 
think  it  proper  (hat  that  should  be  placed  wiUt 
the  same  committee  charged  with  the  mvmoriala 
of  merchants  from  different  towns.  Another  rea- 
son may  ba  menlioaed  in  favor  of  ibis  coarse  of 
proce  ure.  Ai  the  commencement  of  the  session 
(here  was  ■  siroog  reason  for  referring  the  subject 
to  a  special  eommiilee.  It  was  a  principal  object 
a(  ihai  time  to  inquire  >n(o  ihe  ezieot  aod  degrea 
of  the  iojuries  received  from  belllgereoi  natiutu; 
as  since  that  time  we  hare  received  full  informa- 
tion 00  those  pointa  from  ihe  £>ecn(t*e  Dejiart- 
meni,  that  reason  is  done  away,  and  there  is  no 
necessiiy  for  aoy  investigation  by  a  select  eom- 

The  motioa  to  discbarge  the  Committee  of 
Ways  antl  Means  waa  then  agreed  to — yeas  68. 

'   NON-INTERCOURSE. 

Mr.  Qrbog  said,  that  be  eonsidered  the  insnlts 
offered  to  our  Oorernmen(,  and  the  injuries  dooe 
to  our  citizens  by  some  of  the  belligerent  oaiioos, 
to  be  of  surh  a  nature,  as  to  demand  the  ioier- 
position  of  GoveriHnen(  to  obtain  redress.  It  ap- 
peared from  the  memorials  and  remonstrances  of 
the  merchants  of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and 
other  of  our  seapori  towns,  now  on  our  table,  as 
well  as  from  Executive  com m us i cation*,  that 
v(-s.<els  the  bona  Jidt  property  of  citiien*  of  the 
United  States,  hare  been  seized  by  their  rrui.-Krs, 
and  they  and  iheir  cargoes  condemned,  contrary 
to  our  rights  as  a  n  'Utml  naiioa,  aud  lo  what  has 
long  been  ron^idered  as  the  law  of  nations  on  tbia 
subject.  Great  numbers  of  our  felluw-citizens 
bare  been  imprvxsed,  and  not  withstanding  out 
repeated  remonstrances,  they  are  cruelly  reuined 
in  bondage,  and  compelled  to  act  in  a  service, 
fierhaps  very  abhorrent  from  (heir  feelings,  fat 
from  their  connirv  and  their  friends.  To  these 
insuhs  and  injuries,  said  Mr.  O.,  we  can  no  longec 
submit,  unless  we  are  willing  (o  surrender  thai  in- 
dependence which  has  been,  and  I  truiit  alvraya 
will  be  our  pride  and  our  boast.  So  great  are 
the:<e  injuries  and  aggreicions,  and  so  unremit<- 
(ingly  are  they  persevered  in,  (hat  I  do  not  know 
but  that  thev  might  be  considered  as  a  suflicieBt 
cause,  on  which  to  ground  a  declaraiioo  of  war. 
Thai,  however,  is  not  my  object.  I  deprecate 
war.  and  will  not  agree  (o  resort  to  ii,  umil  uthez 
means,  which  we  have  in  our  power,  are  tried  in 
vain.  We  do,  I  think,  possess  means,  which,  if 
properly  used,  canonl  fail  of  accuniplishing  iha 
object.  Tu  these  I  hope  we  will  now  rtrsiirt  aud 
fur  the  purpose  of  brimting  them  into  view,  I  will 
submit  a  resolulioo  to  the  conEidersiiou  of  (ha 
House,  reserving  any  further  observations  on  Iha 
subject,  until  the  resolution  shall  be  taken  up  ia 
Cumiuitiee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Unioa, 
to  which  I  intend  moving  iu  reference. 

Mt.Qheoq  ilieo offered  the  following  resolutioo: 
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H.  OP  R. 


WhmH  Great  Briuin  imprMMi  oittuiu  of  tbe 
Uniud  UiAltm,  ■ad  cooipela  them  to  wrre  od  board  ber 
ahipi  of  nar,  and  alao  leiiea  and  coDilemns  Teawli  be- 
longing to  citiieni  of  tbe  Unitad  Sutea,  and  tbaii  car- 
goea,  being  the  bonajidt  propertjor  Americanntiiaaa, 
not  conttaband  of  war,  and  not  proceeding  to  ptacra 
bemeged  or  blockaded,  under  the  preteit  of  tbeir  being 
engaged  in  lime  of  «rar  in  a  trade  nith  ber  enemiea 
which  wai  not  allowed  in  time  of  peace; 

And  whereaj  tbe  GoTemment  of  the  United  Btatea 
llal  lepeatedlj  remonitrated  to  tbe  Britilb  Oovemment 
tgfliniltbne  injuriei,  and  demanded  eatiafketton  tiiere- 
fnr,  but  wiihont  efbet; 

llierelbre,  Maohed,  That  until  eqnitible  and  aatii- 
factory  arrangementi  on  tbeae  pointi  iball  be  made 
between  tbe  two  Qofemmenta,  il  ia  expedient  that 

from  and  after  tbe day  of no  goods,  wareB, 

or  merrbandiee.  of  tbe  growth,  product,  or  manufacture 
of  Great  Britain,  er  of  anj  of  ibe  colonieeor  dependen- 
ciea  them>f,  ought  to  be  imported  into  the  United  Statei. 
pTOBtdtd,  bowe*er,  that  whenever  artangementi  deem- 
ed aatiafactor;  bjr  tbe  Prendenl  of  tbe  United  Stitea 
ahall  take  place,  it  aball  be  lawftil  Sai  him  b;  proclama- 
tion to  fix  a  da;  Ml  wbicb  tbe  ptohibi  lion  aJbrMaid  abal] 

The  House  having  agreed  to  coDsider  tbisre>->- 
Intion, 

Mr.  Tbouas  said  he  had  tecooded  the  iiiaiinn 
of  (he  g«^Dtl>:'iDBn  from  P^nnsylvaoin,  a|id  should 
decided  support.  It  would  however 
him  betler,  had  ilEnne  still  fuithei-, 
erdicted  aUcommerciaf  interciiurae  with 
that  ualion,  until  she  should  cease  to  cuinmli  dep- 
redations on  oar  cummerce,  impress  our  cilizeu^ 
on  tbe  high  seas  into  her  service,  and  abandun  lh>^ 
new  principles  which  she  had  talelji  loterpiilated 
in  the  Diariiirne  code,  and  which  he  coasidered  as 
tiDJU!>t  as  i\ifv  were  unauihorized  by  Ihe  acknow- 
ledged law  of  natioDS. 

But  as  unaoiraity  in  the  Lfgislatare  of  the  ua- 
lioD  was  desirable  at  all  times,  and  parlicularly  so 
on  great  national  questions,  he  was  disposed,  in  or- 
der to  produce  that  result  oD  the  preneoi  occasion, 
to  yield  a  part  of  bii  own  opinion  lo  meet  the  view* 
of  other  gemleraeD. 

The  present  was  an  important  question  and  be 
hoped  the  honorable  mover  would  consent  that  il 
ahould  Ilea  day  or  two  for  consideration, and  mov- 
ed ihat  it  be  printed. 

Mr,  Obboo  !«id  hit  wish  was  to  refer  the  reao- 
lutioa  to  a  Commitlee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  aiaie 
of  Ihe  Union;  ami  mads  a  moiion  lo  (hat  eSeel 
which  was  agreed  to  wiihout  a  diviaiun,  and  the 
iifaolutiou  ortlered  to  be  printed. 

POTOMAC  BRIDGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TBOMreoif,  the  Honxe  asaiD 
resolved  iUelf  inio  a  Conimiiie  of  the  Wbulv— on 
the  report  ofa  selpct  commiitee  in  favor  ofaulho- 
rizint;  the  errciion  of  a  bridge  o*er  ihe  Poromae. 

MpMrx.  Thompson.  Clabk  and  Elheb.  advo- 
cated; and  Mettars.  Barlt,  Slohn,  and  Fikolit 
oppoaod  tbe  report;  when  tbe  Cummiilee  ro>e, 
without  coming  lu  a  decision,  and  obtained  leate 


toai 


And  on  motion,  (be  Hone  ajjouroed. 


Tbdrbdav,  January  30. 

The  bill  »^P0[  rrom  ihe  Seoale,  entitled  "An  aet 
10  empower  Qeonce  Rapp  and  his  ansociaies,  of 
tbe  Society  of  HariiiiiDy,  to  purchase  certain 
lands,"  was  read  twice  and  eanimiiied  to  a  Com- 
mitlee of  ihe  Wtiolc  on  Monday  neit. 

Mr.  Sraif poRD.  from  the  eouimiiiee  appointed 
on  the  twenty-third  inilaol,  pr«sett(ed  a  bill  fei 
altering  the  Itme  for  holding  the  circuit  court  in 
tbe  district  of  North  Carolina;  which  wsa  read 
twice  and  commiited  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  lo-iBorrow. 

A  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  tbe  (own  of 
Sslem,  in  tbe  Siale  of  MaxsachuaelU,  signed  bya 
commiitee,  in  behalf  of  Ibe  aaid  inhabitants,  wa* 
presi-oted  to  the  House  and  read,  setiiug  forth 
that  Ihey  have  beheld,  with  ihe  deepest  regret  and 
anxiety,  tbe  aenreisions  cummiited  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  and  the  consequent 
violatioD  of  neutral  rights,  under  the  new  assum- 
ed principtei  and  adjudications  of  the  maritime 
courlsuf  GrealBritJiio  ;  that  they  view  with  equal 
abhorrence  the  impressment  of  our  seameo,  the 
violaliOD  of  our  jurisdiction  by  captures  al  the 
mouths  of  our  baiburs,  arid  the  insulting  treal- 
meiit  of  our  ships  on  the  ocean,  by  the  aaine  na- 
tion, nut  less  huBiile  than  Ihe  conduct  of  other 
nations,  by  piratical  depredations,  and  the  law- 
less plu□derillK^i  of  privateers  on  our  coasts ;  that, 
while  they  ask  for  no  measure  bui  wbatjuMica 
approves  and  reason  enforces — claiming  merely 
10  pursue  a  fair  commerce,  with  iis  ordinary  pri- 
vileges— wishing  for  peace,  fur  honorable  peace, 
and  10  support  ibe  independence  of  (heir  counlry 
by  Ihe  acquisiiioas  of  lawful  industry,  ibey  pledge 
(hi-ir  live^  and  pruperlies  in  supporl  of  the  meas- 
ures which  may  be  adopted  lo  vindicate  the  pub- 
lic rights  and  redress  the  public  wrongs. — Refer- 
red to  the  consideralion  of  a  Commitlee  of  tbe 
Whole  on  thv  state  of  the  Union. 

The  Bfgakeb  laid  before  the  House  (be  follow- 
iag  letter  from  ibeSfcrelary  of  iheNavy  addreftaed 
to  the  Hou-<«.  ' 

8ia :  In  obedienea  to  the  leaolntioD  of  Ihe  Houaa  at 
Repreaentatiiae  df  Ibe  STtb  inetant  directing  die  8ec- 
retaiy  of  the  Navj  "  to  lay  befbre  the  Hoaae  a  lepart  on 
tbe  oondition  of  dia  iri^ua,  aod  ether  pablie  armed 
veaaeU,  belonging  to  tbe  Ucitad  Stalaa,  iIininjgniahiDg 
tba&igtteafit  foractaal  service;  distugniabing  anch 
a*  require  repair,  and  tbe  aum  neceaaary  for  Tepairing 
•aeh;  and  fatiagniahing  ahe  aaeh  aaitiaay  be  tbe 
intenat  of  tbe  United  Stalea  to  dispaea  of  tatlter  than 
repair,"  I  have  the  henOT  to  state — 

That  the  frigate  ConatitutioD  is  now  in  a  state  of  thoi- 
ongb  repair,  and  in  all  respecta  prepared  for  eMrriee. 

That  the  frigate  Cbeaapeake  baa  lalalv  bean  repaired 
and  is  fit  foi  aeivice. 

That  tbe  frigatee  Adama,  Eaeez,  and  John  Adama, 
are  alao  fit  for  aervice. 

That  tbe  brigs  Syren,  Hornet,  Argna,and  Viien,  tbe 
■choonera  Nautilus  and  Enterprise,  the  bombc  Rpilfire 
and  Vengeance,  ai.d  all  the  gunboats  are  Gt  for  service. 

That  the  frigatee  President.  United  atatea,  Congress, 
Constellation.  New  York,  and  Boston,  require  to  be  re- 
piired  ;  but  it  is  olteily  imposeible  to  form  an  accurate 
estimate  of  the  "  anm  necenar;  fiir  repairing  each." 

1  know  of  no  vassal  belanging  to  the  navy,  wbicb  I 
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Jarqait,  1608. 


MtuidaT  it  would  ba  "tha  iztlumtf  dia  UnilsdBtalM 
lo  di^oM  g(  nUber  tlun  rapaii. 

On  ihe  moiiMiDf  Hf.  J.RiMDOLPB,  tbefintand 
third  leeiioas  of  tb«  bill  Id  rqieat  ao  maoh  of  an 
Mt  >s  autharBCB  the  nideaete  of  the  poUie  debt 
to  be  received  in  paf  ment  for  public  lands,  and  for 

other  purpoMB, ' ""  —  ^ " '*■"" 

whole  H(Kue. 

TIte  diaeiiMion  which  earaed  on  the  delilk  of 
lhi«  hill  occupied  searty  ihe  whole  of  the 
•f  the  day. 

The  committee  hiring  reported  the  bill,  with 
nadry  ameadDeati,  it  waa  ordered  to  a  third 
nadiug  to-nMrrov. 

NBDTBAL  SIGHTB. 

Mr.  7.  Randolph  said  it  would  be  recollected 
that,  very  earif  in  tbe  sesiioQ,  so  maehof  theMet- 
tafre  of  Ibe  President  of  the  United  Slates  as  re- 
lates to  ibe  Idtbsjoq  of  Deulralrizhig  bf  belligereoi 
Powers,  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  It  would  alio  be  recollected 
that  aootber  Meiuoge  on  the  same  subject,  or  on 
one  connecied  with  it,  had  been  referred  to  the 
nme  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  I  under- 
Hand,  said  Mr.  R.  (for  my  Indisposition  hat  not 
permitted  me  for  some  days  past  to  attend  to  (he 
duties  of  my  seat)  that  a  motion  has  prevailed  to 
discharge  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  from 
the  consideration  of  that  subject.  Inasmuch  as 
this  discharge  may  have  been  effected  under  an 
impression  tbat  the  committee  have  been  ddin- 

fuent  in  executing  the  duty  devolved  upon  them, 
feel  il  my  dut^  before  I  sBrrender  the  papers  con- 
nected with  this  subject,  lo  j;i»e  some  account  of 
theproeeediaes  of  the  committee.  Od  the  eleventh 
of  tfecember  the  eomioittee  instrueted  their  Chair- 
maa  to  write  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
which  I  will  read.  Mr.  &.  here  read  the  letierat 
ibllows: 

Comnmi  Bimji,  Dee,  It,  1806. 
ftr>:  n.e  CommittM  of  Ways  and  Mean*  have  in- 
sMetad  mo  to  raqnert  yon  wfll  cnm  to  be  laid  befcre 
them  siMfa  inTomiatkni,  on  tho  cubject  ot  Oe  endeoad 
■Mslmteo,  IB  (ba  DiftBtuMtafeiataiiM  Attni^ 
TW  pMliai  atgMli  of  < 

•CBanve,  to  tho  BHgadi«7of  Mntal  t%hi> ! 
*■  TbB  flowMaant  aaa^lng  Aoa*  phNcWn  mU 

MMnMtioMi 

>■  Tboosieat  la  whioh  tbe  cMotawM  of  the  Uditod 
**'■  haa  ban  Aeitby  injarad  1 

I  am,  with  lory  jieMt  raaneot.  av,  yoatw, 

JOHN  RANDOLPH. 

The  ftKsauaa  or  Statb. 

On  Saturday  night  the  2Sth  instant,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  received  an  answer  to 
this  Jetier,  which  I  will  delirer  lo  the  Clerk,  in 
order  that  it  may  go  to  the  new  committee,  to 
which  this  business  has  been  referred.  It  is  un- 
necessary for  me  to  add  anything  more.  The 
House  must  be  sensible  that  while  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  in  the  dark  ihey  could 
not  proceed  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned 
them,  and  that  after  receiving  information  from 
tlw  Secretuy  of  State  to  late  ia  tha  day,  it  was 


imposaiUa  for  tb*M  to  hav<inadeai«pon  by  thit 
day ;  and  if  I  am  not  taistaken,  ^a  motno  ro  dir- 
eharge  the  Comtniliee  of  Ways  and  ftfeaas  waa 
made  before  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  Stato 

The  Cierk  accordrnsly  read  the  letter  of  the  Bee- 
retary  of  Slate,  as  follows; 

DaiABTHaiT  VI  Statb,  Jim.  ZS,  ISOt. 

The  Becratary  of  Btali  pnaeata  kia  raapoota  to  Mr. 
Randolph,  and  haa  Ihe  honor  to  tranamit  him  a  cepji 
of  arepoit  this  di^made  ta  IbePraaident  of  tbaDailad 
State*,  reapecting  inteipolati<Hi*  by  ibraign  Powva,  af 
new  and  injniions  piinciplea,  in  the  ,  law  of  "'^iMtti 
Thia  tepoft,  wllh  the  eonmunkationa  made  t?  Ao  Pi^ 
aidant  to  Congreat,  puticnlarly  that  of  tha  ITot  fautan^ 
will,  it  is  hoped,  aflord  the  inlbrmation  reqneated,  lix 
the  Committee  (Kf  Way*  and  Meaiu,by  Mr.  Randoljdi^ 
letter  of  the  lllh  ultimo. 

Whep,  OB  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Randolph,  the  pa- 
pers laid  by  him  on  the  table  were  referred  to  a 
Comiaitteeof  ihe  Whole  on  ihealateof  theUiiiaB. 

Fbidat,  January  31. 
Another   member,  to  wit;  William  Blacx- 

LEDOB,  from  Tforih  Cardina,  appeared,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,and  took  hia  seal  in 
the  House. 

The  first  and  third  sections  of  the  hill  to  repeal 
the  act  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  the  evidences  of 
the  public  debt,  in  payment  for  the  huds  of  the 
United  States,  and'  for  other  purposes  relative  to 
the  public  debt,  were  brought  up  engrossed.  The 
said  engrossed  sections.  togeiLer  with  the  bill, 
were  then  read  Ibe  third  time,  and  oasaed. 

Several  petitions  of  sundry  iahabitanta  of  tha 
State  of  Maryland,  residiug  on  and  near  the  rivet 
Potomac,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed, 
were  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  [iraying 
chat  Congreis  may  reject  every  applicaiiou  for 
lesve  to  DuiM  a  bridge  acrois  the  said  rivet. — 

aid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lna,  from  the  committee  tovhou  waa 
referred  the  Ksolution  respecting  nmpensation  to 
certain  officers  of  the  Houae  made  a  report  there* 
onofanamendhtoryreaohitton;  wliichwas  read, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  fo> 
day. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  iafotmed  the  Hooae 
tbat  the  Benate  have  pasaed  a  bill,  entillrd  "An 
act  making  a  farther  appropriaaoD  for  the  svppoTl 
of  the  Library ;"  and  also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  reseal,  in  part,  the  fourth  se«ttoa  of  an  act,  eiH 
liilea  'An  act  to  authorize  a  grant  of  lands  to  the 
French  iohabilants  of  Gaili^li),  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned )"  to  which  they  de- 
'  ra  the  eoncurrenoe  of  this  House. 

BRIDGE  ACRtJSS  THE  POTOMAC. 

Mr.  Leib  moved  todiscbarge  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
report  of  a  select  commitiee  in  favor  of  the  erec- 
tion of  a  bridge  over  ibe  Potomac. 

Mr.  Leib  said  bis  reason  for  this  motion  waa 
lo  disengage  the  House  from  the  tedious  diseua- 
aioa  of  a  local  and  compantively  unimportaat 
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queitioD,  Ih&I  the  House  migbl  immediatelf  lake 
up  business  of  pressiae  sad  national  importance 
called  for  by  the  great  interests  and  anxiety  of  thi 
people,  and  the  inlerestiiig  crisis  of  affaire. 

Mr.  Lewis  opposed  tbe  (notion.  He  considered 
the  subject  as  of  considerable  importance  even 
a  natioDBl  point  of  view;  and  lie  trusted  that,  as 
so  much  time  bad  been  already  coneumed,  and 
the  stage  of  the  diieassion  promised  so  neftr  a  ter- 
minatioD,  the  House  would  not  postpone  a  de- 
cision of  ihe'qnesiion. 

Mr.  7aKCoaTLt.NnTadvocBted  the  motion,  on 
similar  groands  vith  those  urged  by  Mr.  Lbib, 
and  parlicutarly  under  the  impression  that  the 
state  of  public  affairs  loudly  ctlled  for'  efiecttiBl 
measures  for  the  defence  of  out  ports  and  harbon. 
The  motion  was  disagreed  to — yeas  47,  Days  68, 
Mr.  V*n  CoRTLAKTiT,  with  the  yiew  of  main- 
taining order,  aod  expediting  the  publie  business, 
oflered  certain  Tesoluiiansameudalory  of  the  rules 
of  the  House. 

The  first  of  these  amendments  prohibited  a 
member  from  reading  in  the  House  any  book  or 
printed  paper,  or  writing  any  letters ;  the  second 
prohibits  the  9ergeanI-aI-Arms  from  keeping  or 
slating  the  accounis  of  the  members,  or  giring 
receipts  in  the  House,  and  prohibits  the  Doorkeep- 
er* from  coming  on  the  floor  lo  call  odi  members. 
The  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Gbcug  said  he  had  had  the  honor  two  days 
nnce  of  laying  on  the  table  a  resolution  to  pro- 
hibit the  imporiaiion  of  British  goods  until  ar- 
rangements should  be  entered  ioio  to  render  the 
cODiinuance  of  this  prohibition  unnecessary.  Mr. 
O.  said  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  proper  at 
the  same  time  to  aaopt  a  permanent  system  of 
commercial  regulations  cafculaied  to  meet  the 
measures  of  foreign  Powers.  To  throw  light  on 
this  snbject,  Mr.  Gbboo  moved  that  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  commercial  rela- 
tions of  (he  Uniied  States  with  foreign  Powers, 
made  in  the  year  I7ffl,  xhould  be  printed.  This 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HoLi^HD  moved  to  postpone  till  the  first 
Monday  of  March  the  reaoiation  on  the  subject 
of  the  Potomac  bridge.  Motion  lost — yens  45, 
nays  74. 

BHIDOE  ACROSS  THE  POTOMAC. 


favor  of  anthorixing  the  erociicn  uf  a  bridge  across 
tbe  Potomac. 

Mr.  Lewib.— Mr.  CbainiMB :  Two  days  have 
already  been  employed  in  discussing  the  propriety 
of  erecting  a  -bridge  over  tbe  river  Potomac,  lo 
faeilitaie  and  shorten  the  intercourse  between  the 
Eltutem  and  Western  States  of  the  Union.  Be- 
fore the'  question  ia  taken,  i  am  desirous  or  as- 
aigning  some  of  the  reasons  which  will  ioflueitce 
my  vote.  1  promise  the  Committee,  however,  that 
my  observations  shall  be  as  short  as  the  naiure  of 
the  subject  will  permit.    The  very  able  support 

Eiren  to  the  resolution  upon  your  taUe,  by  the 
ooorable  eh&innan  of  the  committee  who  re- 
ported it,  aided  by  ny  honorable  eolleag»«,  (Mr. 
9tb  Cor H 


Clibk;)  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  (Mr.  Euier,)  and  an  honorable  sentle- 
man  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Ely.)  will  con- 
siderablv  abridge  tbe  observations  which  other- 
wise I  sDould  have  thought  ii  my  duty  to  make. 
It  is  my  wish,  sir,  to  give  this  subject  s  fair,  can- 
did, and  irapariial  investigation ;  and  if  it  shall 
appear  that  all  the  nnmerons  evils  will  result  from 
its  adoption,  which  the  people  of  Georgetown 
seem  to  suppose,  I  will  be  the  last  man  on  this 
floor  to  seoetion  its  passage ;  but  if,  on  tbe  other 
hand,  their  objections  are  chimerioal,  and  hare 
enaanated  fVom  an  unfounded  jealousy  of  their 
neighbors,  I  shall  five  lo  ibis  measure  m^  most 
decided  and  unequivocal  apptobaiion,  and  in  this 
determination  I  trust  1  shall  be  aided  by  a  ls^;n 
majority  of  the  committee. 

There  is  but  one  point  to  which,  in  my  opin- 
ion, the  attention  of  this  Committee  onght  to  be 
directed;  Will  the  erection  of  the  contemplated 
bridge  injure  the  naviMiioD  of  the  river  Poto- 
mac? This  is  the  only  question  applicable  to 
the  subject,  and  ihe  only  pivot  upon  which  it 
ought  to  turn.  Let  ns,  Mr.  Ohairmanj  examine 
the  objeciions  and  reasoning  of  tbe  anti-memori- 
slists  npon  this  point.  They  say  in  their  memo- 
rial that  "  they  consider  their  natural  and  pcditi- 
'  cal  rights  will  be  infringed  by  the  adoption  of 
this  measure,  as  thenavigation  of  the  river  will 
be  injured  and  obstructed  Thereby;  that  from 
the  meeting  of  the  stream  and  tide-water,  at 
the  place  where  the  bridge  is  contemplated,  b 
tendency  will  beproducedm  tbe  impeded  stream- 
water  to  deposit  the  earthy  particles  with  which 
it  is  charged  in  time  of  freshes,  and  by  which 
tliey  apprehend  the  present,  entire,  niain  and 
deep  channel  may  be  divided  into  many  small 


.       >yb     

to  state  one  single'  fact,  or  adduee  tbe  smalleit 
proof  in  support  of  a  result  which  they  have 
taken  for  granted  will  be  inevitable.  Althoogh 
the  proof  reels  upon  Ihe  opponents  to  this  meaa- 
nre,  and  not  npon  its  friends  yet  I  am  willing  and 
prepared  to  prove,  by  the  best  evidence  the  na- 
ture of  the  ease  will  admit,  that  the  navigation 
of  the  Potomac  instead  of  being  injured  will  be 
grenily  benefitted  by  the  erection  of  this  bridge^ 
Bir,  the  evidence  I  sbaD  offer  is  drawn  from  ex- 
neoce.  It  is  known  that  in  Enrope  as  well  a* 
this  country,  piers  have  been  suok  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  deepening  the  cbannel,  and  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  rivers,  and  if  this  ex- 
periment has  succeeded  in  all  other  countries 
and  rivers,  snrely  it  will  not  fail  in  the  Potomac. 
It  is  not  to  be  believed  that  the  Potomac  is  un- 
like every  other  river  in  the  world.  Bnl,  sir,  if 
~  ''sA  not  the  aid  of  eipNience  before  us,  oom- 
sense  sod  common  reason  would  revolt  at 
the  idea  of  injuring  the  navigation  in  the  man- 
ner stated  by  the  connter-memorlalists.  If  yon 
oblige  vessels  of  all  descriptions  to  pass  throngh 
your  draw  and  of  eonrae  pursue  the  same  chan- 
nel, will  il  not  hare  a  tendency  to  deepen  and 
dean  the  channel,  by  agitating  the  eediment 
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wliich  may  bave  wttled  th»re.  and  wbieb  will  by 
thai  means  be  swept  away  bv  ihc  ourreni?  and 
inatead  of  a  number  of  Maall  chaDoals,  will  it 
not  bare  tbe  oppouie  efi«ct  of  iiaproriDg  ani 
deepeQiDg  ihe  only  main  ohannel?  Surely  thi 
must  be  lie  effect.  But,  Mr.  Cbairmaji,  wbilst  1 
am  ODwillin^  to  belier*  ihai  the  ereclioD  of.tbis 
bridge  can  in  any  manoer  vhRleTer  injure  (he 
■tavi^atioD  of  the  Potomac }  yet  I  will  candidly 
admit  that  tbe  reuels  passing  lo  and  from  Oeorge- 
town  willeiperieDcesomeliiite  inconreoience at 
the  draw ;  but  thai  iDconTeaieDce  will  be  ao  rary 
trlAiog  thalit  will  be  eniitely  lost  in  a  eorapariaon 
with  the  freateeneral  good  which  will resdliio  tbe 


vessels  passing  the  draw  will  be  subjected,  fc 
chit  appears  now  to  be  the  only  remainmg  ground 
of  invesii^tioD.  We  have  been  told  bj  gentle- 
Bien  00  this  floor  well  aequaiated  with  th«  build- 
ing of  bridges  and  of  their  effects,  that  Utile  or 
no  detention  is  eiaerieneed  in  parsing  the  draws. 
That  it  frequeaily  happens  that  vessels  paas 
ihrough  without  lowering  a  sail  or  being  detained 
a  single  instant  when  they  have  a  fair  wind,  and 
that  at  no  time  is  it  necessary  to  detain  them 
longer  than  fma  five  to  fifteen  minates.  If  this 
iafarmatioD  is  correct,  (and  we  eaaaot  possibly 
doubt  it,)  where,  let  me  ask,  is  the  rery  great  in- 
jury to  the  Yery  few  * esaels  that  will  have  to  pa»s 
thisdrswl  Wbep  I  say  veiy  few,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  hare  reference  to  the  statemeat  made  die 
other  day  by  my  honorable  colleague,  the  chair- 
man of  tbe  committee,  whose  report  is  i»w  tbe 
aubjeot  of  disciu>9ian.  He  thes  told  us  that  bis 
atatemeni  was  taken  from  abeolate  entriet  made 
U  ibe  collector's  office  at  Georgetown  for  the  last 
aaven  years,  and  in  that  time  ooljr  tw«M«-oae 
*hips,six  brigigoae  hundred  and  thirty-two aekooit- 
ers,  and  Sliy-two  slaops  bad  been  entered  th«f«, 
making  in  the  whole  two  hundred  and  aleran 
reneliof  all  description.  My  colleagne  at  that 
time  omitted  to  maniioa,  or  was  not  apprized  of 
the  fact,  that  of  tha  resaela  entered  at  Qeorge- 
towit,  a  rery  considerable  proportion  nerer  went 
there,  but  were  dealiaed  for,  land  actually  load- 
ed at  tbe  Baitem  Branch.  It  is  very  well 
known  that  within  tbe  last  seven  years  a  nam- 
ber  of  large  veaaeli  were  loaded  at  tbe  Eaatera 
Branch  by  Mr.  Bafry  alone,  who  was  at  that 
lime  engaged  in  mabinglarge  shipments  of  flour 
Wkd  biscuit  lo  the  West  ladie* ;  yet  all  these  rea- 
Mla,as  well  as  a  great  number  employed  in  re- 
ntoving  from  Philadelphia  the  furniture  of  Con- 
gees*, of  the  President,  aad  of  the  public  officers, 
together  with  those  employed  in  bringing  •  tores, 
&c.  for  the  navy  yard  on  the  Esstetn  Branch, 
were  all  entered  at  Georgetown,  that  being  the 
only  port  of  enttjr  for  Georgetown  and  the  City 
of  Washington,  toereby  giving  to  Georgetown  an 
apfteaTsnee  of  commerce  which  she  is  not  really 
entitled  to.  I  have  atccitained  that  some  years 
ago  se*eml  foreign  TesseU  teaorted  to  the  port  of 
ueorfeiown  to  carry  away  the  tobacco  of  thu 


town  and  Bladenilrarg,  and  that  tbe  ships  used  to 
lay  in  (he  Eastern  Branch  to  obtain  iheir  cargo 
from  both  places.  That  thii  trade  has  declined 
cannot  be  denied,  for  it  is  an  incoatrarertiblelact 
that  the  only  ship  destined  for  Georgetown  last 
year,  called  tae  William  Murdock,  Captain  Tom, 
was  loaded  at  Barry's  wharf,  ou  the  Raiiern 
Branch,  because  there  was  not  sufficimt  water 
over  the  bar  below  Georgetown  to  admit  her  pas- 
sage (0  and  from  that  place.  Now,  sir,  from  (he 
whole  number  of  vessels  of  all  descriptions  en- 
tered at  QeorgclDwn  for  the  last  seven  years,  we 
may  fairly  deduct  one-fourth  for  those  wtiich 
never  went  there ;  there  will  then  remain  158  as 
having  actually  passed  ttp  the  river  to  that  place 
during  (hat  time;  which,  divided  by  seven,  will 
be  something  le&s  than  iwenly-ihree  vessels  in 
each  year,  and  not  quite  one  for  each  fortittght. 
Thus,  ihen.sii,  this  mighty  obstacle — these  great 
delays  by  a  drBwbridge--after  investigation  be- 
come very  inconsiderable.  Indeed  the  first  is 
proven  to  oe  nothing,  and  the  last  too  trifling  to 
deaerve  seriona  consideration.  But,  Mr.  Chair- 
mao,  in  aider  to  remove  every  objection,  or  even 
doubt,  which  can  possibly  exist  with  any  part  of 
the  Committee,  I  am  willing  to  insert  a  clause  in 
the  bill  obliging  the  Bridge  Company  tocompeo- 
saie  for  any  loos  by  detention  at  the  draw. 

I  have  endeavored  to  sbow  that  the  erection  of 
this  bridge  cannot  injure  the  navigation  of  Ih« 
river,  nor  subject  to  piuch  inconvenience  the  very 
few  vessels  which  may  pass  it  It  is  now  propoi 
that  I  should  autetbe  advantages  which  will  re- 
sult to  tbe  community  at  large  from  its  erection. 
It  it  hardly  necessary.  I  presume,  sir,  to  state  the 
difference  ia  detpatofi,  in  safety,  and  in  comfcvt, 
between  a  bridge  and  ferry,  even  where  the  dia- 
tanoe  is  tbesame;  but  when  a  saviiu  of  nearly 
ooe-balf  the  distance  is  effected  in  favor  of  tbe 
bridge,  the  advantages  are  too  obvious  lo  be  re- 
sist^. Prom  a.  ctUculaiion  made  by  my  col- 
league (Mr.  TaoMPflOH)  the  other  day,  the  pub- 
lic will  save,  (agreeably  to  a  statement  of  ex- 
pense furnished  from  tbe  Oeneral  Post  Office  De- 
partment,]} in  carrying  the  mail  alone,  between 
Ave  and  sis  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  and  in 
the  mileage  of  tbe  members  of  CongreHk  soutb 
of  tha  PMomae,  about  the  same  sum.  This  ia 
certainly  no  great  consideration  with  the  Ooverit- 
ment,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  but  at  the 
mme  time  it  onght  not  to  be  entirely  ovoiooked. 
It  is  worth  saving.  We  ought  not  to  foi^t  (be 
admonition  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  NBi.soii,)  the  other  day,  upon  tbe  subject  of 
economy.  He  then  told  us  what  bis  gmndfiithet, 
an  old  Scotchman,  once  told  him:  "That  many 
miekles  would  makes  mnckle — take  can  of  tbe 
pence,  and  the  pound*  would  take  care  of  them- 
selves." I  agree  perfectly  with  that  geailemaa^ 
grandfather,  in  this  particular  at  least,  and  Uuak 
we  onght  not  to  waste  the  public  money  beeaum 
tbe  sum  may  appear  trifling. 
The  saving  to  travellers  of  every  deseription 
ill  be  incalonlably  great.  Those  who  travel  in 
the  public  stage  or  other  hired  carriages  will  mve 
(at  tba  imto  of  atage  fiiM  from  Gaorgctawn  to 
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Alexandria)  nleaMsarair-llve  eenis  goiog  and 
the  sanw  retoniinf ,  nwlQBg  k  dollar  aod  a  half 
for  each  pusenger  per  day.  Erery  dMeri)>iioB  of 
tmveL  from  New  HiBpsbire  lo  Qeo^a  will  mtg 
in  an  eqaal  pnportion  j  bnt  the  «vtD{^  of  mottey 
bears  bo  proporiion  lo  the  MTiog  of  tioM.  The 
popotttUon  of  the  DiUriat  is  inerening  very  ftM, 
ftad  ihall  the  eaitero  and  trealeni  partsiof  it  be 
for  ever  divided  by  an  obitacie  so  easily  Mmnoani- 
ed?  Shall  the  Potomac  be  an  eunial  barrlrir  to 
th«r  ioiereoarsfc  whenabridgecBD  be*oeasity 
thrown  aaroe*  itl  and  at  the  eapenM  of  a  eom* 
paay,  too,  who  will  attno  aid  froro  tJi^  Qorern'- 
ment.  And  will  yoa  force,  not  oalr  the  inlMbi- 
taats  of  the  Dntrict,  bat  near  ftremiltions  of  your 
ettizeni  to  the  soath  and  oonh  of  the  PMoniaa, 
who  may  oeeaakmally  with  lo  irarel  in  differeHt 
direoiona  to  the  scat  of  QoTerataent,  to  go  the 
eirctiitoiu  route  of  Gleorgeiown,  over  a  ferry,  at 
someiimea  impanable,  and  at  all  times  disagreea- 
Ue,  and  a  road,  too,  extremely  bad  indeed,  when 
the^  can  pan  with  jireai  comfort,  safety,  and  ex- 
pedition, a  good  bridge  and  aa  even  pared  toad  at 
least  four  or  aix  miles  nearer  ?  Is  thiE  city  never 
to  inoeaee  1  la  it  A>rerer  to  be  esdnded  from  a 
GommmtcBlIon  with  the  Virginia  ibora  but  by  a 
ferry  ?  Are  the  maila  and  stages  always  lo  be 
delayed  by  a  ferry  7  Are  the  eiiizeos  of  every 
desoription  always  to  be  severed,  except  by  a  elr- 
enitouB  route  and  dangerous  fenf  t  i  trust  not. 
It  in  impoMible.  A  bridge  tmist  and  will  beboilt, 
at  some  time  or  other,  and  the  sooner  it  is  done 
the  better.  The  peo[de  will  not  remain  longer 
silent;  the  pWio  voioe  de- 


mands  it  at  oar  hands,  the  public  good  reoui 

it,  xnd  it  ought  to  be  done.  We  have  often  hei.  _, 

even  apoo  tbisHoor,  the  Metropolisof  tie  Uaioa 


compered  to  a  wilderaess.  Str.  the  compartsoo 
U  DOT  altftfether  unjuHj  it  is  Hideed  a  wilder- 
nen,  and  lam  eorry  for  it,  bm  I  triiit  and  bme 
it  will  not  toilg  remain  so.  It  ia  time  that  the 
foateriog  hand  of  the  OovenraeaC  had  been  ek- 
Moded  to  its  improvemeat,  ihni  indesd  we  might 
hop*  to  hear  no  more  expreteious  of  disotrateM  at 
the  sitsation  and  accommodation  at  this  pkoe. 
The  ereation  of  a  bridge  would  open  to  the  oiry 
a  very  abundant  and  cheap  market  at  AleiaodriB, 
by  which  the  iahabitame  af  tbia  filaee  cautd  be 
enahted  to  keep  he  tterasd  cheaper  boaKtlbg-boBaea, 
and  therebjF  iflenee  at  least  one  of  the  objec- 
tions to  the  cootinBaiKe  of  Congress  here:  Bnt 
we  are  called  upon  to  iwj  "where  is  therea  eoni- 
mereial  town  above  a  bv idge  1"  I  answer;  in  »b- 
mosc  every  direction,  both'  in  this  eoontry  and 
KuTope.  lamloM^aad  I  beKeve  cmreoily,  that 
nine-wntlM  of  the  city  of  London  is  above  its 
bridge,  ^though  it  has  no  dvaw.  la  almost  atl 
the  States  nortiiward  of  this,  there  are  bridges  of 
thia  deseriptioD,  and  I  am  told  by  gentlemen  com- 
iDg  ftomtDat  country,  and  well  aeqnalntad  with 
their  effecrs,  that  no  serioaa  injury  has  been  ut- 
perieaced  by  cammerciel  towns  abovie  them,  nor 
has  the  property  fallen  in  ralne,  or  improvement 
been  checked  ia  those  towns  by  the  ereotioa  of 
iheir  bridges.  In  Hassaebtisetts  aione  there  are 
a  great  many  bridgaa  haktwUrge  and  Seoiishing  < 


towns,  some  of  wUah  I  will  reatare  tO'Sfty  have 
ten  times  the  commercial  importauee  of  Qeorg^ 
town.  Roxbary,  Oamhridge,  and  Chartestown, 
in  Uassachusetts,  have  bridges.  The  ftrst  two 
are  ports  of  delivery,  which  u  the  best  evtdetaee 
of  Ineir  flootlafaing  simatioa.  There  are  aleo  in 
Hassadmaetu  two  other  bridges,  Chelsea  and 
Uahfen,  throvgk  both  of  which  you  must  pass  to 
get  to  Medford,  a  town  of  cooetderAle  commtr- 
eial  importance,  and  we  have  been  told  that  pro]»- 
etty  above  these  bridges  has  experimced  no'  diu- 
iVQtion  in  value  fn  cooteqoence  of  their  erection. 
But  why  need  we  travel  to  fiarope,  and  to  the 
amthwanl  for  examines  7  We  have  alm'ost  witfe- 
in  our  view  several  drawhtidges,  tfatoagb  which 
vessels  pass  to  commercial  towns  above  thvm, 
.and  yat  1  ba*b  never  heard  any  inoonrenjenee 
complained  of.  There  is  one  orer  the  Eastern 
Branch  within  this  District,  and  another  on  Oo- 
DoqaaQ,  at  a  small  town  called  Colchester,  in  Vir- 
ginia. Although  thecommerce  aboVetheflrsth 
now  very  ioeoDsiderablei  yet  there  was  a  liane 
within  tny  reooUeetlon  when  more  vessels  were 
loaded  upon  the  Basieni  Branch  than  at  Qeorga- 
town  at  this  time.  Above  the  litter  bridge  at 
Cohjfaesier,  and  at  the  heed  of  the  navigation,  is 
a- little  town  called  Oecoqnan,  in  estate  of  rapid 
improvement.  There  are  in  it  two  or  three  veiy 
large  maun  fee  taring  mills,  and  several  stores,  and 
belonging  lo  it  several  vessels.  Thi*  little  lowta 
has  start^  into  eonsequenoe  since  the  ereciion  of 
the  bridge  below  it,  whilst  Colchester,  a  pla«e  of 
ancient  standing,  and  belowthe  bridge,  too,  has 
dwindled  into  aothieg.  There  is  noi  belonging 
to  it  a  singtevessel.  nor  in  it  a  single  stoi«.  This 
is  a  ease  precisely  in  pain*.  Colcheeter,  a  ptaee 
of  sBcieot  esiabDshBeot,  and  below  the  biidg^, 
too,  has  simk  into  nothing;  whilst  the  lown  of 
Occoqann,  eo)y  iwd'iujIbs  above  ii,is'prOgreBBii>g 
ravitHy  to  a  stale  ef  eomameial  imporiaaet. 
Thus  it  ie  plainlTprnvan  that  bridges  have  not 
the  iojmioBs  effects  trpdD'Commeroe  above  them, 
Wbioh  the  people  of  Oeoiytown  would  wish  us 
lo'brii^ve.  No,  sir,  it  is  not  to  these' Utite*artit- 
oial-oaueeatbat  commeveial  towoe  owe  their  rise 
or  fftll,  bat  to  enterprise  tAMcapital. 

We  have  been  told  by  the  counter-memorial- 
ists, avd  it  has  been  reiterated  here,  "  that  natu- 
nd^advaotages  ought  not  Co  be  injured  by  anifl- 
cM  Beans."  Upon  this  suhjeet,  Mr.  Ohaitman, 
the  people  of  0«orgetawn  ought  to  have  been 
silent;  they  are  not  aware  of  arctorlwhieh  this 
objectioD  will  furee  upon  them.  WiH  they  ree- 
otlect,  sir,  that  to  artificial  means  aiene  tbtff  ai« 
indebted  for  the  rreatesl  part  of  their  commeretfl 
Will  th^  reeofleci  that  from  ariiaeial  means 
ah>ne  the'towas  a£  Beltimore  and  Alexandria 


they  not  know  that  the  improvement  of  the  Po- 
-tomae  above  them  bos  diverted  from  its  natural 
coorse  a  commerce  which  belonged  to  others  and 
which  now  enriches  them  1  And  will  tbey  per- 
mit metoremind  ihem  that  even  to  the  ereetion 
of  a  bridge  they  owe  no  iiKonsidereWe  share  of 
Ibeircommena?    Yea,  sijr,  IwiUradMnd'thepao- 
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pie  of  OeomtoWD  of  adTaBtacM  from  artificial 
UMOS  wbicb  the;  ongbt  aot  lo  have  forgoiteo, 
because  to  them,  in  a  gtnt  m«a«irc,  iber  owe 
their  preteot  commercial  ■laodiDg'.  Tbe  bridge 
below  tbe  Little  Felli,  and  al  the  head  of  tbe 
narigatioa  of  tbe  Potomac,  hai^Ten  (o  George- 
town a  coBiider&ble  quaotiif  of  produce  froni 
Virginia  which  mtut  otherwise  hare  ^ne  to  Al- 
exandria. I  am  very  far  from  objecting  to  the 
meuiB  bf  which  the  importance  of  Qeorgetown 
haa  been  acqaired.  I  was  pleated  with  tbe  erect- 
ion of  a  bridge  at  the  Little  Falls,  becanie  it 
a  coDTenience  geBeralljr,  and  partieularlf  su  lu 
that  part  of  the  country  from  wbioh  I  come,  and 
from  the  same  piinelple  I  Hhoold  be  glad  lo.see  a 
number  of  other  bridges  erected,  both  abore  and 
below  the  Falls.  I  havealwavi  thoufht  and  still 
thJDk  there  ought  to  be  ■  bridge  at  Oeorgeiown, 
■nd  if  the  people  of  that  place  are  of  tbe  same 
(pinion,  and  will  propose  it,  I  will  promise  to  Tote 
for  it.  ii  it  necesBary  already  to  ramitid  the  peo- 
ple of  Oeorgetuwn  that  for  llieir  exclueiTc  bene- 
Sl  one  arm  of  the  river  Potomac  has  been  entire- 
ly closed,  by  authorizing  a  dam  from  Mawn's 
Island  to  the  Virginia  shore,  which  gives  to  then), 
in  some  measure,  a  monopoly  of  the  flour  whkh 
comes  down  tbe  Potomac  1  and  are  we  now  to  be 
told  bf  tbe  same  pe<^le  ibai  we  poseess  no  Con- 
■tiiational  right  to  authorize  a  bridge  across  tbe 
Potomao  for  the  public  good,  even  with  m  free 
pMsa^  to  vessels  of  all  descriptions,  and  thai 
even  if  we  possess  the  right,  it  would  be  a  wan- 
ton and  cruel  eiercise  of  iti  The  erection  ol 
the  dam  will  certaialf  prsvent  flour  boats  from 
going  to  Alexandria  at  particular  Masons  of  the 
*e«r,  when  high  wiodsare  frequmt,  as  they  will 
be  obliged  to  go  a  considerable  distance  roond 
Mason's  Island,  exposed  to  a  wide  and  unprotect- 
ed sheet  of  water,  which  will  snbjecl  them  lo 
coBuderable  danger,  even  when  the  wind  it  mod- 
erate; bnt  before  the  erection  of  this  dam,  the 
boats  cotild  go  down  to  Ateiandria  at  almoat  any 
season,  and  with  almoat  any  wind  as  they  eonld, 
Ud  did,  tlwavs  keep  close  to  the  Virgida  shore, 
and  covered  by  jtt  banks  were  perfectly  seeore. 
This  measure,  as  weU  as  the  erection  of  the 
bridge  at  the  Falls,  was  evidently  injurious 
intere^s  of  Alexandria.  Yet,  sir.  had  we  any 
eomplaints  fiom  that  quarter  ?  Were  our  rights 
anestioocd  by  them,  aad  our  motives  censured  ? 
Were  we  told  by  them  that  "  no  place  should  cal- 
culate on  artificial  advantage*,  which  cannot  be 
afibrded  without  depriving  other  places  of  their 
natural  adrantagnst"  No,  sir,  they  were  silent; 
not  even  a  mormur  escaped  inem ;  they  had  no 
wish  to  deprive  their  neighbors  of  aoyadvaoia- 

£s  they  could  derive  from  "  artificial  means,"  al- 
Dugh  their  intereaiB  should  in  some  measure  be 
afl'ected  by  it ;  they  felt  none  of  those  jealonsies 
which  appear  now  to  influence  their  neighbors, 
well  known  that  at  the  last  seninn  of  Con- 


freas  I  was  in  favor  of  the  causeway  from  Mason's 
Island  to  the  Virgioia  shore.  I  did  not  believe  at 
that  lima  it  could  do  any  injury  to  the  pobUc, 
and  as  the  people  of  Geoiveiown  supposed  it 
mnud  beiHAt  them  by  reelnming  a  ehanoel  con- 


reasonable  objection  lo  tbe  ezperineat,  and  of 
coursegave  to  it  my  support.  Mr.  Chairman,  1 
have  now  examined  such  parts  oi  this  sobject  a* 
have  not  been  generally  adverted  to  by  ihoie  who 
have  preceded  me;  I  must  now  be  permitieil  to 
aiuwer  some  observatiaoB  which  have  (alien  from 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  ouestion. 

Tbe  honorable  senileman  from  Harytand  (Mr. 
Nblboh)  has  tnade  one  point  of  objection  to  ibii 
measure,  wbich  I  had  not  expected  from  any 
quarter,  and  particularly  from  nimaelf.  We  are 
now  told  by  that  gentleman  that  we  have  no  Co»- 
stltuiioaal  right  to  authorize  the  erection  of  tbii 
bridge;  that  we  are  forbidden  by  the  compact 
between  Vi^ioiaaad  Maryland.  1  do  dm  mean, 
at  this  lime,  to  enter  into  an  examination  of  this 
objection ;  I  consider  it  as  having  been  completely 
refuted  and  settled  by  a  vote  of  thia  Hons^at  the 
last  session  of  Congresa,  on  the  subject  of  the 
cansavay  from  Mason's  island  lo  the  Virginia 
shore ;  and  I  am  unwilling  to  trespass  nnnecessa- 
rily  upon  the  patience  of  the  Committee.  Bnt  I 
woold  ask  tbe  gentleman  from  Maryland  how  it 
has  happened  that  he  whc^  at  the  last  aeasion,  eo 
ably  vindicated  the  ConsUtuKonal  right  of  Con- 
gress to  bnild  a  causeway  (wbioh  is  a  complete  ' 
ohstrnction)  should  now  deny  that  ri^bt  in  the 
ease  of  a  bridge,  which  is  no  obstruction  at  all, 
and  which  will  be  of  great  public  ntiliiy?  The 
gentleman  has,  however,  acknowledged  his  error, 
confessed  his  sin,  and  asks  forgiveness,  and  he 
ought  to  receive  it.  But  we  are  again  told  by  iha 
genileman  from  Maryland  "(bat  the  peUiitm* 
'upon  this  subjectare  old  petitions,  prescBied  two 
'  or  three  years  ago;  that  he  had  no  idea  that  such 


wotim  be  a 


staduj 


taken  by  surprise"    That  tL    ,  ._   ___ 

caDDot  be  denied,  bat  that  (ha  gentlemaa  ahoold 
be  taken  by  aorivise  la  really  aslonidiiDg.  Sir,  it 
was  nnneceaaary  to  have  new  petitions;  th«  geft- 
tleman  ought  to  recollect  that,  at  the  first  aeasiai 
of  the  last  Congress,  the  select  committee  to 
whom  this  subieet  was  referred,  made  a  report  in 


ita  bvor,  whieb,  for  want  of  tin 

it  was  revived,  and  tbe  committee  again  reporiea 


upon  during  the  m 


thai, 


lime,  was  noi 
at  the  last  m 


favor; -bat,  from  (he  prasave  of  important 
business,  it  was  not  acted  uwmi.  It  has  now  been 
lalled  up,  as  part  of  the  unfinished  boHnesa  of  tha 
last  session,  and  refemd  to  another  eomniltee^ 
who,  aflera  eonsideratioB  of  six  or  seven  wcek^ 
haveagain  reported  in  its  favor-  CaathegMitlfr 
man  from  Maryland  now  say  he  ha*  been  takm 
iw  ...»..:_4  '^--^oly  not.  He  haa  been  a  men^ 
from  theeomraeneeiBeit  vS  this 
biisineta,  and  ought  to  have  known  il*  progress; 
every  committee  to  whom  this  subieet  has  hith- 
erto been  referred  ha*  anifovmly  mpartibA  in  its 
favor,  and,  I  believe,  il  would  be  extremely  diffi- 
cult for  the  Speaker  of  this  House  to  appoint  a 
imittee  inaiscriminately  who  would  not  make 
tame  reporL  But,  says  the  geniiemaa  again, 
"  Congress  may  legislate  over  a  part  of  Uie  Poto- 
'  mac,  they  may  build  a  eatisevraf^,  but  they  hare 
no  right  to  baild  a  bridga  catuely  aeroas  the 
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Bridge  aerot*  the  Potomac  River.  . 


M.  opR. 


'  river."  This  is  ceitaiolr  very  exiraordjaary 
doctrine ;  if  we  have  a  right  to  a  part  we  cei- 
taiol^  bave  a  right  to  tht  whole  of  the  Potooiac, 
within  the  District  of  Columbia.  An  hoDorable 
{^ntleman  from  Qeorgia^  f  Mr.  Eably.}  also  oh- 
jecis  to  our  right  to  I^islale  upon  this  subject ; 
"because,"  says  the  geDtlemaD,  "by  the  compact 
'between  Virginia  and  Mary  laud,  neither  State 
'has  a  right  to  obslrucl  the  nafigaliou  or  thePo- 
'  tomac,  and  the  erection  of  a  bridge,  even  with  a 
'  draw,  will  be  such  an  obslructiou  ■«  is  prohibit' 
'  ed  bf  that  compact:"  and,  to  give  us  the  true 
defiattion  of  the  word  "  obstruct"  he  has  favored 
ns  with  Johnson's  Dictionary  as  an  authority, 
which  is  conclusive  with  him,  "because  it  is  the 
plain,  good  old  English  definition,"  to  Use  the  lan- 

Euage  of  the  gentleman.  In  the  gentleman's 
Kciionary,  it  is  found  that  "  obstruct*'  means  to 
hinder,  impede,  &c.;  and,  he  has  Iriumpbanlly 
asked^  if  this  bridge  will  not  hinder  ^nd  impede? 
And  if  so,  whether  it  will  not  obstruct  T  I  will, 
in  my  turn,  ask  the  genileman  from  Georgia, 
whether  Congress  has  not  ■  right  to  entablish 
quarantine  regulations  within  (he  Dislric^  and  to 
hinder  vessels  from  proceeding  for  aceitain  num- 
ber of  days?  And  whether  they  have  not  a  right, 
if  an  enemy's  squadron  was  approaching  lEeir 
capital,  to  prevent  their  approacn,  by  throwing 
across  the  channel  a  chevaax-de-frist  or  any  other 
obntmoiion,  they  might  thint  proper,  for  the  pub- 
lic safety  1  Surely  this  right  will  not  be  ques- 
tioned ;  and  yet,  by  the  gentleman's  anlhoritVj  his 
good  old  English  authority,  it  would  be  a  hind- 
rance, an  impediment ;  and,  of  conrse,  such  ait 
obstrnction  as  is  prohibited  by  the  compact.  But, 
in  what  light  is  this  subject  viewed  by  the  State 
of  Maryland  1  Has  she  conceived  the  erection  of 
•  bridge  across  the  Potomac  as  violating  the  com- 
pact?     I  believe  not,  sir.     We  find  that  the  Le- 

fislatore  of  that  State  passed  a  law  in  the  yenr 
791,  pre V ions  lo  the  a.<sumplion  of  jurisdiction 
of  the  terrttorv  bv  the  United  Slates,  authorizing 
the  erection  of  a  bridge  at  or  near  Georgetown. 
As  the  river  Potomac  is  navigable  for  some  dis- 
tance above  Georgetown,  we  must  coosider  the 
passage  of  this  law  as  expressive  of  en  opinion  of 
the  Legislature  of  Marvlsnd,  that  the  erection  of 
a  bridge  below  the  bean  of  tide  water,  is  not  sach 
■n  obstruction  or  injoryas  is  prohibited  by  the 
articles  of  compact  bieiween  the  two  States.  By 
this  law  a  bridge  is  authorized  as  well  below  as 
above  Georgetown.  Indeed,  it  might  have  been 
built  at  th«  very  place  where  the  present  bridge 
is  con  tern  plated. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  FennsylTania 
^Mr.  FiNDLGT)  also  denies  the  right  of  Congress 
to  legislate  on  this  subject,  but  yet  he  admits  the 
right  to  improve.  Shall  we  attempt  to  iinproTe 
that  to  which  we  have  no  right  ?  Certainly  not. 
He  has  also  attempted  to  cast  an  indirect  censure 
on  the  committee,  by  insinuating  thai,  as  this  re- 
port difi^Ts  from  a  spurious  statement,  just  laid 
upon  yonr  table,  they  were  influeneed  by  improp- 
er considerations.  How  extremely  nnjust  is  this 
imitation  I  The  select  committee  to  whom  this 
wtbject  has  been  referred,  hare  delayed  their  re- 


port for  several  weeks,  that  they  might  be  enaUed 
to  procure  all  the  information  upon  which  to 
form  a  correct  and  impartial  decision.  Their  sit- 
tings were  public  and  open  to  all  parties,  and  they 
formed  their  opinion  from  documents  alone,  sub- 
mitted to  them.  If  the  opponents  of  this  measure 
had  intended  to  act  fhirly,  they  would  have  at- 
tended the  committee,  and  submitted  to  them 
their  objections  and  statements,  and  if  there  had 
appeared  contradictions  as  to  fact,  it  would  have 
been  the  doty  of  the  committee,  before  they  re- 

Eorted,  to  have  investigated  the  sublet,  and  to 
ave  ascertained  the  truth.  But  this  coune,  it 
seems,  they  did  not  think  [proper  to  nnrsue;  they 
were  afraid  of  investigation.  Ana  they  have 
delayed  their  statements  until  the  subject  ia 
already  under  discotsion,  when  it  is  imponsible  to 
contradict  it  by  investintion.  I  will  say  nothing 
of  the  impropriety  of  this  moBe  of  proceeding,  or 
of  the  indecency  of  the  statement,  but  will  only 
notice  the  difference  in  distance  in  a  survey  said 
to  be  a  correct  one,  which  waafurnished  the  com- 
mittee three  years  ago,  and  by  which  they  have 
been  governed  ;  and,  by  a  survey  reeently  made 
and  secretly  circulated  among  the  members  of 
this  House  only  since  the  discussion  of  this  ques- 
tion. By  the  first  survey,  ^the  correctness  of 
which  has  never  been  contradicted,)  there  appear- 
ed to  the  committee  to  be  a  saving  of  five  milei 
and  seven-eiehths  between  the  Georgetown  roat« 
and  the  bridge  route  to  Alexandria,  from  the 
Capitol.  But,  it  is  said,  by  this  new  and  illegiti- 
mate survey,  which  has  found  its  way  into  thjs 
House  at  a  very  unseasonable  time,  and  under 
circumstances  of  extreme  suspicion,  that  the  dU^ 
ference  in  the  two  routes  is  a  mere  nothing,  about 
a  mile,  or,  perhaps,  a  little  more.  I  will  not  vouch 
for  the  aecnrscy  of  the  first  surrey  ;  it  is  poniUe 
there  mav  ba  some  little  mistake  in  calculation, 
but  1  will  vouch  for  the  integrity  of  tbegeotlemait 
who  made  it.  I  have  long  known  him,  and  aa 
honester  man  does  not  exist.  But  can  the  com- 
mittee hesitate  in  their  opinion  of  the  relativo 
correctness  of  the  two  surveys  under  all  circum- 
stances? If  it  he  possible,  I  beg  them  to  cast 
their  eyes  to  the  town  of  Alexandria,  which  ii 
due  south  from  the  Capitol,  and  then  to  George- 
town and  over  the  ferry,  which  is  about  three- 
and-n-bair  miles  in  a  northwestern  direction,  and 
they  will  Gnd  that  the  original  survey  caoQot  be 


But  Ihereisanoihet  circumstance  which  prorea 
indisputably  the  correctness  of  the  first  survey. 
General  Mason,  who  is  certainly  more  intetesied 
in  opposing  the  erection  of  this  bridge  than  anf 
other  person,  appeared  bribre  a  former  committn 
upon  this  subject  to  state  his  objections  to  it,  atid 
I  have  been  told  br  a  member  of  that  committsa 
that  he  made  no  oojection  to  the  correctness  of  tha 
survey.  But.  Mr.  Chairman,  if  it  be  possible  lo 
doubt,  as  to  the  eorrectnen  of  the  two  surveys,  f 
beg  the  Committee  to  afford  timeforascerlainiiw 
the  truth  by  voting  for  the  present  resolution,  and 
enaUe  us  to  bring  in  a  bill,  before  the  discussion 
of  which  an  opportunity  may  be  given  of  remr- 
Teying  the  difleieat  routes,  and  which  will  enaM* 


Digitized  byGOOglC 


427 


HISTORY  OF  CONQBiBSS. 


H.orR. 


^ridgt  acr^ut  He  Potomac  Biver, 
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lu  to  rote  uaderslaodiDgly  upoD  the  subject  I 
vitl  now  HQsweT  an  ioquiiv  made  Vy  (be  geotle- 
manfrom  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Fiudley.)  Il  ia 
asked  whal  is  meant  bv  ihf  public  interest?  h  it, 
aays  the  gentleman,  QeorgetowD,  Alexandria,  or 
tbe  City  of  Washington?  I  answer,  no;  it  is 
neither.  I  feel  do  partiality  for  eiihar  places  aa  a 
BepresentRtiTe  upon  this  floor,  I  know  tbemnot ; 
bul  it  j»  the  nation  at  large  whose  ialerest  it  is 
isy  wish  Co  promote  b^  this  measure ;  eiid  it  is 
die  immediate  conreDience  to  my  coDsliluenls 
which  I  ani  desirous  to  iacililaie  and  aisist.  Sir, 
I  have  no  partiality  npan  this  occasion.  If  I  could 
be  inSuenced  by  personal  fee  ling,  I  know  of  no 
place  which  has  a  fairer  claim  than  Qeorgelowo, 
and  I  should  be  happy  of  an  opportunity  of  nian- 
ifestiog  it,  upon  any  proper  occasion.  For  its 
inliabitaiils  generally  I  have  the  highest  respect. 
and  for  those  in  particular  with  whom  I  bare  had 
ttie  pleasure  of  an  acquaintance^  1  will  add,  par- 
tialiiy  and  rri^ndship  ;  but  considerations  of  thia 
kind  mu^t  yield  to  public  duty. 

We  are  assembled  here  to  consult  and  promote 
^e  general  good,  and  I  should  he  nnfailhful  to 
ny  own  judgment  if  I  d^d  not  give  to  this  meas- 
ore  my  decided  support. 

Mr.  Qdimcy  anpported  ;  and-  Uenrs.  Diwboh, 
O-  W.  Cahpbilu.,  UAaannEii,  Vaakuii,  ana 
I^APTEB%  opposed  the  recolution  g  wJacn  the  que*- 
tion  was  taken,  aqd  tha  nsolutioa  carried — yeas 
60,  naya  61.  The  Conuaiuee  tmmediately  roae 
aod  i^pQTted  their  agreement  to  the  reaolutioo. 
The  Souse  took  the  Tenoit  into  coniuleratioD. 
Oa  oapqurriogin  the  leHHuiioa  the  yea*  and  oaya 
were  called ;  and  were— yeaa  61,  nay*  49 — as  lol- 
law*: 

YwAA—iimfti  Bnkar,  Bw*n  Baawt,  Oaorge  H. 
Bediagn,  Stlu  BsUvb.  WiUUb  Bntlv,  Lvri  Ctaaj, 
Uaitia  GhitUoden,  John  Clafteoie,  Ointtopber  GItA, 
Fnd«i«k  Conrad,  Orchaid  Coak,  iLwmard  Conogton, 
J|Wob  CrawniDiUaU,  Ena  Daibj,  Bliaf  Earie,  Ebo- 
naiar  Elmei,  WiUiim  Ely,  Jsibm  Tiik,  Jame*  M.  Gai- 
nett,  Petsiaon  Goodw^,  Silu  Hal>«;,  Setb  HHlings, 
Williiliii  Helms,  David  Hough,  Wslter  Jonei,  James 
Kell;,  Thotooa  Senai),  Jobn  Lunbert,  Jotepb  IfSwis, 
inn.,  Henry  W,  LiviogBlon,  Matthew  Lyon,  David 
Merinett)er,  Nicholas  H.  Moore,  Thoiou  Moare,  Jon- 
athan 0.  MoseW,  Thomas  Nenton,  Jr.,  John  Pugh,  Jo- 
i&ih  Quincy,  ThomBs  M.  Randalph,  Jscob  Ricbatda, 
John  Kuuell,  Peter  Sailly,  MsrQn  O,  Bchuneman, 
Henry  SouAaid,  Ricbud  Btanford,  Jouph  Stuiton, 
WilUain  Stedman,  LovisB.  Sturges,  Samuel  Ttggtii, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  David  Thomaa.niiiip  R.Thomp- 
aoo.  (lii  Tran,  Abram  Trigg,  Killian  K.  Van  Rens- 
aslaer,  Peleg  Wadaworlh,  EUphaiat  Wiakes,  Nathan 
Vttiana,  Alnaoder  Wibon,  Joseph  Winitcai,  and 
Hbcnaa  Wynan. 

Hxre— WiltU  Ablon,  junior,  Isaac  Anderwn,  John 
AniMt,  David  Bard,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake, 
Jan.,  TbooMs  BltraM.  Robert  Broom,  Joaeph  Bryan, 
Oeoec*  W.  Campbell,  Jcii>  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
Samnri  W.  Dana,  John  Daraniioit,  Jan.,  John  Dawson, 
Pater  Eariy,  Jamas  filbot,  John  Fewier,  Charles  Ooldi- 
bprongb,  Edwin  Qaj,  Andrew  Orvg.kaiab  L.  Qreen, 
John  Hanulton,  James  Holland,  David  Uohnssi  Psbjck 
Usgrudsi,  jRobert  Msrion,  Josiab  MeUer^  Jerewiah 
Itomwi  i)<4>4  Uanow,  Jeiftsuah  NelW)>  Segar  Nel- 


son, Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitlcin,  Jan.,  Jebn  Kea,  of  I 
Pennsylvana,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Tbomaa  Band- 
fold,  Jimes  Sloan,  John  Cotton  Siaith,  John  Smith, 
O'Brien  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  SamneJ  Tsnney,  Joseph 
B.  Vamum,  Matthew  Walton,  John  Whitehill.  Robert 
WfaitehUI,  D^  R.  Williams,  and  Harmadnke  Wtl- 

Orierti,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 

irsuani  to  the  foregoing  resolution;  and   that 

r.  Thompson  of  ViHGiNU,  Mr.  CijiPBELL,  of 

Maryland,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  MaanunEB,  and  Mr. 

BcTLES,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  aame. 

Mr.  BiRuv  moved  that  when  the  Honae  ad- 
journ, they  adjourn  till  Monday. 

Mr.  Cti  OWN  IN  SHIELD  hoped  the  motion  would 
It  ptevailj  but  ibai  the  House  would  proceed 
without  delay  to  the  great  national  concerns  that 
demanded  their  attention. 

essrt.  Qdincv,  Newtok,  and  Eablt,  hoped 
that  the  motion  would  nrevait;  that  lime  might 
be  allowed  for  reading  tae  voluminous  docnmenta 
preseoied,  and  for  reoecCion  on  the  important  sub- 
ject expected  to  come  under  riew  on  Monday — 
the  D  on -importation  with  Britain. 

The  yeas  end  nays  were  iben  taken  oo  Mr. 
Early's  motion,  which  was  agreed  to^yeai  64, 
nays  54,  and  the  House  adjourned  until  Monday. 


HoNDiT,  February  3. 
A  memorial  of  ibe  merchants  of  the  town  of 
Bnstoit,  in  the  Slate  ol'  Massac bnutia,  waa  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  slating  tbat  Ihef. 
have  witnesssd,  with  mingled  ieeliag*  of  indigna- 
tion .toward*  the  perpeiraiors,  and  oT  commisera- 
tion for  their  uaforiunaie  countrymen,  the  insults 
and  bfubarities  which  the  commerce  of  iheae 
States  has  sustained  from  the  cruisers  of  France 
and  Spain ;  but  that  il  is  titeir  object,  in  the  prea- 
eni  memorial,  to  confine  their  ■nimadfersiotia  to 
tbe  more  alarming,  because  nooie  numerous  and 
extensile  deteniionsaod  ooiuleranBtiona  of  Ameri- 
can vessels,  b^  Qreat  Britain,  and  to  advert  to  tba 
principles  recently  avowed  and  adopted  by  he^ 
cnuriB,  relative  to  neutral  trade  io  aiticlea  of  coltH 
nial  produce:  principles  which,  if  admitted,  or 

firaclised  upon  m  all  ihe  latitude  which  may  fair- 
y  be  inferred  to  be  intended,  would  bedestmctiva 
d*  the  navigation,  and  radically  impair  the  most 
lucrative  cammerce  of  our  country;  and  praying 
that  tnch  measures  may  be  adapted  by  negotift- 
lion,  or  otberwife,  in  the  wisdom  of  the  Oorern- 
meat,  as  will  lend  to  disembarrass  our  commerce 
assert  our  rights,  and  support  the  dignity  of  the 
United  States.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  tlie  state  of  ibe  Union. 

A  petition  of  the  crew  of  the  late  irigale  PhiU 
adelpnia,  signed  by  Chrisiophra  Simmons  for  him- 
self and  the  rest  of  ibe  said  crew,  waa  preaeoied 
CO  the  House  and  read,  pnyin^  relief  in  consider- 
ation of  present  distress,  occajioned  by  sufferings 
sustained  while  in  captivity  qt  Tripoli.— Referred 
to  Messrs.  Leib,  GoLnsBoaoDna,  and  Caa.NOLB8. 
Mr.  Qiteoo,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  made  a  report  on  tbe  petition  of  F.  Me*- 
I  aooier,  prayiflc  eiLhei  n  donstioa  of  land  oi  an 
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haertmtne  vHh  Qreat  Britain. 


H.  OP  R. 


extemioD  of  the  ohibI  lime  of  {M)rneDt  tlieiefor, 
to  tid  bim  ID  th«  cultivtiiioa  of  the  rine.  The 
Tepori  ia  unfaToreUe,  not  only  (o  the  prayer  of 
tbu  iadiTiduBl  cue,  but  likewise  to  Ae  jkrlDciple 
<M  wtii«fa  it  is  foaoded. 

Tbe  HoDse  immediately  took  the  report  into 
consideratioii,  end  coDcuned  in  it  wiiooDt  di- 
yision. 

A  bill  was  received  from  tbe  8trnat&  making  a 
fariber  appropriation  for  the  support  of  a  library. 
Tbe  bill  appropriates,  in  addition  to  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  a  former  appro pria lion,  the 
yearly  sum  of  81,000  for  five  years,  to  be  applied 
under  the  direction  of  a  joint  contmittee  of  three 
members  of  the  Senate  and  three  members  of  the 
House  of  Kepreseetatives,  to  be  appointed  every 
sesfiion. — Hefecred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 


A  bill  was  likewise  reeaivcd  bota  the  Semte  to 
Tvpeal  in  pert  the  fourth  sedioa  of  mn  eet  to  »a- 
thoriee  the  Grants  <f  land  to  the  French  rnhabi- 
tauts  of  Gt«iriopolls,aDd  for  other  psTpneea  therein 
mentioned.  This  bill  repeats  so  raueh  of  tbe  aat 
referred  to  as  imposes  the  condition  of  aatual  set- 
tlement.— Referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  (he  Pub- 
tie  Lands. 

On  mntioa  of  M^.  Lhb,  die  Houacwent  iatoa 
CoUHnittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  a  select 
committee  malting  extra  allowances  to  certain 
officers  of  tbe  House  for  extra  servioet  rendered 
during  the  last  session. 

The  resolution  authorizes  the  payment  of  $300 
to  the  Clerk,  QSOO  to  William  Lambert,  Josies 
W,  King,  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  the  Doorkeeper, 
and  the  Assistant  Doorkeeper,  each,  and  $50  to 


to  Jambs  Laorib,  Chapki  . 

After  a  short  debate  the  resolution  was  agreed 
to — ayes  47,  noes  4^. 

Tbe  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  took 
up  their  report,  and  concurred  in  the  resolaiioo  as 
amended — yeas  60,  nays  55. 

A  Message  wan  receired  from  tbe  President  of 
the  United  Slates,  enclosing  a  letter  from  the 
Governor  of  South  Carol ina^  staling  the  cession 
to  the  United  States  of  certam  sites  of  foits,  &«., 
on  certain  conditions. — Referred  to  tbe  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  tbe  staM  of  the  Union. 

A  Message  was  likewiseracaived  from  .the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  laying  before  the  two 
Houses,  for  providing  ibdasansoffulfiUiDg  them, 
lis  Indian  treaties,  fer  the  estinvoiihinent  of  In- 
dian rights  to  lands  withtntfae  United  State*. 

The  Preeident  staled  that  the  Senate  had  ad- 
vised the  rstiflcaiion  of  thewe  treaties,  viz : 

1.  Treaty  with  the  WyandolH,  &c.;8.  With  the 
same,  &c.;  3.  With  the  Delaware:;  4.  With  the 
Cbiekasaws;  5.  With  the  Cherokees;  6  With 
the  Creeks. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanfobd,  the  House  re- 
iself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 


idet  Ike  blai^W47e  GU*^  Ui*  Macon  offtied 


a  new  seotioo  for  increasing  tbe  salary  of  tbe  di»- 
trici  judge  of  North  Carolina  from  S^i^OO  to 
t2,000. 

AAer  debate,  this  motion  was  lost  by  a  great 
majority,  as  were  other  motions,  sacoessivelf 
made,  to  allow  a  salary  of  Sl.SOO,  $1,700,  anA 
91,600. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill,  and 
tbe  House  ordered  it  to  a  third  reading  lo-morrow. 

INTERCOmiSE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mr.  J,  Rarxolfb  said^  the  Home  would  reeel- 
lect  better  than  he  did.  for  fae  was  not  present  at 
the  time,  the  very  iraportanl  resolution  referred 
on  the  motion  gf  tbe  gentleman  from  Penosylva- 
vania,  (Mr.  CbtBaa,)whom  he  saw  in  bis  plaoe,to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  lbs 
Union.  It  was  no  part  of  his  purpose  at  this 
time  to  discuss  tbe  merits  of  that  resolution,  and 
it  waa  etui  fuitber  frMn  his  purpose  to  throw  any 
impediment,  or  areaie  any  delay  in  bringing  foe* 
ward  that  disensaiaa;  the  more  se,  as  be  consid- 
ered the  wholc'eauntiy  south  «f  the  seat  of  Oov* 
eiamant,  and  more  patliculatly  that  part  of  the 
country  in  which  he  resided,  decidedly  intereaieU 
in  a  apeedy  and  prompt  jeoeption  or  rejection  ot 
the  proposition.  Indeed,  auch  was  his  opioioD  of 
tbe  seoessity  of  iia  being  speedily  acted  upon,  that 
aa  soon  as  he  saw  tbe  rasolution  which  ^d  beea 
oSerad,  which  was  not  until  Friday,  when  it  was 
laid  on  theif  table,  the  first  suggestiDO  of  bis  mini 
was  to  move  the  going  immediately  into  a  Com> 
miltee  of  the  Whole  on  it;  as  those  gentlemea 
Willi  whom  be  bad  the  honor  of  holding  personal 
and  political  intercourse  would  leatify.  But  > 
more  mature  reflection  had  convinced  him  that 
before  the  resolotion  could  receive  that  ultimate 
decision  which  he  trusted  it  would  receive,  tbe 
House  stood  in  taeed  of  tnatenal  information, 
whiob,  however  it  might  be  ia  the  poeteaiioii  of 
this  ar  that  individual,  was  not  possessed  by  the 
body  of  the  House.  His  abject  Lb  addressing  lh« 
House  waa  to  obMin  ibis  iDfetmstioQ  from  the 
proper  authority,  from  the  Head  of  a  Department 
which  was  the  only  way  in  which  informaiion  of 
a  aaiisfaelaiy  nature,  suoh  as  ought  to  iotlueaca 
the  decision  of  the  House,  oaffht  to  be  obtained. 
Mr.  R.  then  aubmitled  tbe  followiag  resotulion : 

Betokitd,  T^t  die  SMnMaiy  ttf  the  Trsasurj  tw 
dirested  to  Isy  befcre  dils  Houie  a  •talwoent  of  tbe 
erporta  and  iroperts  of  the  Unitrd  Statu,  to  and  bwa 
(Jraat  BiitaBi  and  Ireland,  and  the  Aawnlcan  colonlaa 
af  •iM  sanifl,  tin  the  two  last  yean,  diatinfauUng  the 
colonial  Imde,  frain  diat  of  tiio  mother  ocmntfy,  and 
specl^rins  the  variom  srtidN  of  eapoit  and  inipait, 
irith  the  amount  ef  duties  psyabls  on  tba  letter. 

Mr.  Smclie  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  the 
resolution,  and  observed  that  the  species  of  infor- 
mation called  for  had  not  been  received  by  the 
House  later  than  1803. 

Mr.  CsoWNiNaBrBLn  was  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  best  to  extetid  the  resolution  so  as  to 
embrace  the  British  Provinces  of  Nova  Scotia 
and  New  Brunswick,  and  the  provinces  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope. 

A  eoovarsaiMMt  ojf  aome  kagth  ensued  betweaa 
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UcMn.  Cbowhihsbielv,  Bidwelu  &nd  Albtoh, 
OB  tbe  one  *i<le;  mcI  Mestra.  J.  Randolph  aad 
J.  Cu.T  on  the  other,  on  amendiDg  the  resolution. 
The  former  Kcnilemeo  were  for  ameodiDg  the 
nsoIuiioD  10  a*  lo  embrace  a  period  of  peace  ai 
welt  as  war,  and  to  obtain  iaformatioa  from  "all 
the  dependencies  of  Great  Briiain,"  which  the 
latter  Kendemen  opposed  on  Tarious  grounds,  one 
f^  which  was,  that  if  ibis  additional  iaformatioD 
were  desirable,  it  could  be  obtained  by  a  distinct 
resolucioD. 

On  Mr.  CsovNiiiaBiBLD'a  motion  to  amend  the 
molation,  so  aa  to  extend  it  to  "British  depen- 
dcDcies,"  gcKiallri  tbe  House  divided— ayea  13, 
BO«s67. 

Mr.  NioBOUOK  Boggested  the  propriety  of  add- 
ing ibe  following  worts  to  the  resolution,  m  which 
the  mover  acquiescing,  they  were  incorporated 
into  it: 

- "  And  alio  a  statement,  showing  in  datail  the  qoan- 
ti^  and  TiltM  of  the  like  srtideB  of  imponbronfU  in- 
to Ike  Unilad  Slates,  from  other  nationa  respaeti«ely, 
with  dM  nte  and  amoaut  of  dntj  thsnon." 

The  reaolntioo,  thva  modified,  wu  agreed  lo 
witboni  a  division. 

Mr.  CsowNiHBHiBLn  then  mov«d  ibe  following 
molution.  He  said,  in  substance,  it  was  the 
■ame  with  the  amendmeDt  which  he  had  pro- 
posed to  the  reaolution  of  the  genileroin  from 
Virginia : 

SetDhtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnty  he 
Erected  lo  hy  befbie  this  House  ■  statenMOit  (tf  the 
asount  of  die  exports  and  imports  to  and 
Britiah  dapendendca,  other  than  those  of  America,  ibr 
the  last  two  years. 

This  resolution  was  likewise  agreed  to  without 
t  division. 

PETITION  OF  FRANCIS  AMOHT. 

Hr.  CnowniKBHiELD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  aad  ManufBcmres,  to  whom  was  re- 
ftrred,  on  tbe  Bih  insunt,  the  pctitioii  of  Francis 
Amory,  merehant,  of  Boatoa,  Hoaaachusetts,  made 
the  following  report: 

The  foUowiof  &cta  are  stated  in  the  doeomants 
eompanjing  the  petition.    That  die  petitioneT 
-      IT  of  the  dlip   '   ■ 


That,  Ml  the  I7th  of  January  IbUowiag,  being  llwn  in 
Hie  Indian  oocan,  the  shui  experieaced  >  violeDt  hurri- 
euie,  and  nss  dismasted,  and  otherwise  so  wrecked 
and  disabled,  ai  to  be  obliged  to  pot  into  the  Ue  of 
~  '  I  the  prsseTTstioii  of  the  hve*  of  the 


it  ira«  impoBiible  to  rq>sir  her,excBptst ^ 

dxteen  or  seventeen  thousand  dolkrs,  which  greatly 
exceeded  her  then  vslne,  the  master  wu  obliged  to 
abandon  her,  and  she  was  condemned  and  sold  for  the 
baneGt  of  the  nndemriten,  and  sll  ooncoraed.  The 
master  and  nipercarga  now  state,  that,  as  no  American 
b«^m  coold  be  obtained  U>  transport  the  cargo  lo  Amer- 
ica, ths7  durtered  the  Swedish  Atvf  Pelee,  snd  sbippad 
the  same  in  thst  vessel  to  Boston,  where  aha  lately 
orrtred.    The  CoUeotor  of  Boolon  dtatgod  lbs  alienor 


foreign  daty  onihe  Pele«'i  cargo,  aa  die  wasalbretga 
■hip,  and  it  is  this  additionBl  duty  which  the  peti> 
tiener  is  dedraus  diould  be  remitted,  ta  has,  npoa  the 
ground  tlwt  the  cargo  was  originally  abippnl  in  an 
American  vessel,  and  that  the  dungo  of  bothm,  whicfa 
tobssqnently  todt  place,  waa  an  act  of  naoassity  be- 

Jond  his  oontrol,  and  tx  whieh  ha  ou^  not  lo  anSer. 
t  will  ba  obaervad  by  the  Honae,  that  the  cargo  in  quso- 
tioD  waa  imported  into  tha  United  States  in  a  fimiga 
ahip,  and  it  is  known  that  the  character  of  the  ^p  de- 
terminsa  the  amount  of  dutin  payable  upon  the  cwge 
imported  in  her.  The  cargo  may  be  American  pst^r- 
t],  but  if  Ibe  ship  ia  Bailing  nnder  a  foreign  flag,  or 
even  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  ia  not 
fumiahed  with  an  American  register,  the  cargo  ia  lia- 
ble to  the  extra  duty  alluded  to,  and  the  ship  faeraelf  fi 
chsrged  with  the  foreign  tonnage  dnty.  By  the  hwa 
now  in  force,  it  will  be  fband  that  all  gooda,  waiea^  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  SuUa  in  vee- 
■sis  not  of  Ae  United  Statee,  are  subject  lo  pay  the 
of  tot  per  cent,  en  the  amoont  of  duly,  char^ 


fsrenos  of  duty  between  a  ferogn  and  an  AoMgican 
ahip,  and  Ibetr  re^active  cargoea,  npon  enlsring  a  port 
of  the  United  Statea. 

For  instance  i  A  cargo  is  imported  from  a  liiisgii  port 
or  place,  in  an  Amoriean  veaael,  and  the  doty  amonnla 
to *lfiOlt 

Tonnage  dn^  lor  the  ahip,  anppoaad  to  be  o€ 

the  burden  of  SCO  Ions,  st  six  cents  per  ton  IS 

Dnty  on  the  cargo,  imported  in  the  American 
ship,  including  her  duly  of  tonnage    -        -     1,0H 

Fartign  Skip. 
cargo  lo  b«  impoi 
Sutea,  the  first  duty  ii 
To  which  add  the  ten  per  cent  addiiienal  du^ 

for  foreign  veaieb  ■  .  .  -  .  100 
Add,  also,  the  foreign  tonnage  for  WO  lona,  at 

BO  cents  per  ton         -        .        -        .        -         100 
And  the  foreign  light  money,  fbr  the  same  ton- 
nage, at  60  cent*  per  ton    -  -         IM 

The  amount  of  tonnage  and  the  light  money, 
for  the  foreign  ahip  and  tha  du^  on  her 
cargo,  vfiU  be  .....     1,800 

Here,  it  is  manileat,  the  advantage  ia  on  Ihs  aids  of 
the  American  veasd,  in  onr  own  ports ;  but  the  Asnd- 
Tsntoges  our  vessels  inffer  in  foreign  porta,  from  tha 
eztraordiouj  impoailioiu  on  our  commeree  and  ttof- 
ping,  more  than  counterbalance  the  trifling  additional 
eipensee  to  whidi  foreign  Tigsiili  are  subject  upon  en- 
tering the  porle  of  the  United  Statea ;  and  if  the  United 
Statoa  should,  at  once,  repeal  all  the  alien  or  additional 
duties  payable  by  foreign  shma,  both  on  importi  and 
tonnage,  upon  the  condiEion  that  other  nationa  vronU 
adopt  the  aame  Lbenl  and  jiut  policy  towards  Ameri- 
can stupe  and  cargoea,  when  entertng  their  porta,  plac- 
ing them  on  an  equal  footing  with  their  own,  com- 
merca  would  be  free  fnnn  some  of  the  ahacklea  with 
whieh  it  is  st  present  burdened,  and  a  fsir  competition 
in  every  market  woald  soon  dstermine  who  could  it- 
ford  to  sell  dieapeat.  This  is  all  that  ia  wanted  to  giro 
to  American  abipping  and  commerce  the  free  acope  te 
aateqniae,  and  a  ready  and  advantageoBS  sale  of  est 
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Fbbbuabt,  1806. 


>  CUtimt—Jmportatum  tf  Slava. 


I.  OP  R. 


pnnoiu  to  i;i*iag.  their  opinion  on  the  preunt  applica- 
tkm  for  a  lemiuioa  of  tbe  ulditioDal  dutlet  impoeed 
«a  the  cargo  of  a  fomign  ihip.  The?  weniad  to  faave 
a  bearing  on  the  aobjcct,  and  an  roppoMid  to  be  of 
•oma  importance,  IrDin  ■  eonrideralion  that  it  would  be 
iueipedient  lo  Mow  nich  a  claim  without  firat  repeal- 
ing the  dim-iminKling  law. 

If  the  duty  on  the  cargo  ia  returned,  it  would  cer- 
tainly be  u  Air  to  letnm  the  foTeim  tonnage  dntiei  oe 
the  ihip.  The  (ommittee  are  not  informed  of  any  one 
inatauce  where  either  baa  been  done.  It  ia  trae,  Ihia 
wa*  a  conalnined  importalioD,  bat  il  ie  already  aean. 
If  the  catgo  had  been  bronght  in  any  anfegialeMd  Tea- 
ad  of  the  United  Suiaa,  it  lanat  W*  bMD  cb 
with  the  additional  do^.  The  cargo  cane  tnm  i 
dgn  port,  and  waa  of  fiiMign  pradnetion,  aod  iBtpotled 
in  a  lM«iga  bviltTMMl.  It  having  baan  once  on  boaal 
•n  American  ahip  aeena  to  make  Teiy  little  di&renoe 
in  ita  &Tor.  It  ought  to  give  it  no  new  or  eztn 
naiy  privilegaa.    Let  the  comnittce  be  allowed  to  re- 


all  the  other  drcomitancea  had  been  ajmilar  in  fmj 
rcapect.  Thi  cargo  then  i»  imported  in  the  Pelee,  en- 
titled to  American  privilegea,  when  it  might  have  been 
imported  in  the  A>trea,.if  no  accident  had  happened 
to  hei  on  the  Toyage.  Should  the  Amerieui  or  foreign 
dntiea  be  charged  on  inch  an  itoportalion  1  Siir«^, 
the  American  dntiea.  And  would  it  not  ha*»  beni 
manifeitlr  unjuit  to  have  cbarged  the  owner  with  the 
foreign  duties  on  the  cargo  of  the  American  afaip, 
xnereW  becauae  it  waa  taken  fromafciTeign  ahipT  And 
yet,  if  the  princijde  ia  correct  in  one  caae,  it 
BO  in  the  other.    "  ■■ ■'^-  ■ '^— - 


miliar  etHanMtancM  ofamineBt  diatreaa,ilwoiiid  have 
placed  the  cisim  on  aouawhat  hi^ier  groniid ;  bnt, 
eron  in  thia  oaae,  th*  committee  wonld  hardly  have 
felt  IheniaeWea  antfaorised  to  propoae  a  return  of  the 
additional  dntiea.  The  amount  of  the  duty  on  thia 
importation  ia  not  atated  in  any  documenti  accompa- 
nying the  petition.  If  the  caigo  nai  le-elporteti,  the 
ten  per  cent,  additional  duty  wai  retained,  beaidea  the 
nauu  three  and  a  Jialf  per  cuit.  deducted  from  ^le 
drawback. 

The  committee  are  aatiafled,  if  diia  claim  waa  al- 
lowed, it  would  lead  to  many  othera  of  a  aimilar  nature, 
and  the  law  being  dear  and  explicit  on  thii  head,  they 
are  of  opinion  that  the  Honn  ought  not  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner,  and  they  recommend  that  he 
diould  haTB  leare  to  withdraw  hia  petition,  with  the 


The  report  was  referred  lo  >  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

Tuesday,  Febrnaty  t. 

The  SpBAKixlaid  before  the  HoDaealetlerfrom 
the  QoTernor  of  Orleans,  cvrerioji  a  petition  from 
the  Regents  of  the  Univeraiif  of  that  Territory, 
prayiDg  a  donation  of  lands. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Ad  eagrosied  bill  for  altering  the  time  for  bold- 
inc  the  circnii  court  in  the  diatrict  of  North  Car- 
olina was  read  the  third  lime,  and  pasted. 

TheHonae  weDlinto  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  mpecling  bonds  given  by  MarahaU. 


After  ameodiog  the  same  the  Committee  rose,  and 
Lhe  House  ordered  the  bill  to  the  third  reading. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbbsibemt  op 
THE  Unitxd  States  as  follow*: 
Tatkt  HMtte  ^  Jt^rtMiitirii»at^  Ike  VnittdSbOa, 

Bandiy  Mtera  MlalJTe  to  Hamat  Caiamalli,  in  addition 
lo  the  dttenmenta  wItiA  aeoogapMued  my  Meaaage  nt 
januaiy  IStli,  having  been  aant  lo  the  Benate,  on  Ihw 
particular  reqoMt,  the  same  are  now  tranjoutted  lo  the 
Uonae  of  BeptisMitalivea  also,  aa  the  aame  anlgect  ia 
before  them.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

FiBBCutri,  IBDS. 

The  said  Hesakga  wu  read,  uid,  together  with 
the  documents  transmitted  therewith,  referred  lo 
the  eommittee  appointed,  mi  the  thirteenth  ultima 
on  a  Message  from  the  Presidetu  of  the  United 
States  respecting  the  application  of  Uamet  Car- 
■malli,  ex-Buhaw  of  Tripoli. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Obeos  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on  % 
resolution  offered  by  him  to  repeal  so  much  of  an 
mc\  St  aDihoTiiesiheappropiiatioBoriBDdstolhe 
Yazoo  claimanit. 

Mr.SHii.iB  moved  to  ooitpoiie  the coDN^ntiou 
of  thit  resolution  to  Monday  week,  that  in  the 
mean  time  the  nalional  buaiaew  might  be  traiw- 
aeled,  undisturbed  by  the  irritation  which  thissad^- 
ject  generally  gsre  rise  to. 

Mr.  A  LBToii  declared  himself  in  favor  ofacom- 
pronuse  by  commission ui^  If  this  course  should 
be  disagreed  to,  he  would  have  do  objection  to 
agree  lo  the  resoluiton  ofiered  by  tbt  gentleman 
from  PennsylTaua. 

Mr.  Gbbou  trusted  tbe  motioD  for  pottponement 
would  not  prevail.  The  resolution  nad  been  sub- 
mitted verv  early  in  the  session.  The  mover  had 
waived callingic  up  tbU day  ibat  the  DKiiooal  busi- 
nets  might  be  first  attended  to.  Id  ibis  business 
the  House  had  progressed  to  a  point,  at  which  it 
appeared  convenient  to  take  up  the  resolnlion. 
Information  had  been  required,  which  would  not 
probably  be  received  for  tome  days.  In  the  in- 
terim a  decision  might  be  bad  on  the  resolution. 
The  subject  had  been  so  long  before  the  Honse, 
and  had  been  so  fully  discussed,  that  there  did  not 
appear  lo  be  occasion  for  much  debate,  nor  did  he 
think  the  irritation  alluded  to  by  his  colleague, 
would  take  place.  He  hoped,  if  the  subject  was 
entered  upon,  the  discussion  would  he  conducted 
with  that  prudence  and  temper  that  were  essential 
to  the  discovery  of  truth. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to — yeas  65. 
IMPORTATION  OF  BLAVB8. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sloam  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  impo- 
sing a  duty  on  slaves  imported  inio  the  nuited 
Slates. 

motion  made  ^y  Mr,  Qbeoo,  requiring  the 
duty  to  he  paid  at  the  time  oi  enlry,  was  agreed  to 
— yeas  54,  nays  24. 

Mr.  J.  HAHnoLPB  moved,  with  the  view  of  gel- 
ting  rid  of  the  business,  that  the  Committee  should 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  J.  Rah- 
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D  object- 
ad  by  HT«ral  genilemen,  pBrticularlr  hf  oae  tf 
bu  eoUetguea,  Bgaintt  tlui  biLi,  layiog  a  duty  of 
ten  4oll«rs  a  hwl  on  ibe  iupoflaiioa  of  rltre*, 
tb«t  it  would  Tittmlly  laoction  and  legalize  ibe 
pnetice,  br  making  it  a  sonrce  of  revcDne.  The 
•bjeeiion,  be  thought,  wa«  dm  well  fbattded,  be- 
cause tbe  legatitv  or  illegalilf  of  sucb  importa- 
tiOD  was  not  within  the  control  of  the  Geaeral 
OoTeromeDt.  Coagretn  had  no  power  to  prevent 
the  imponation  tialil  the  year  1806.  All  they 
were  authorized,  in  the  mcftntimc,  to  do  towards 
it»  prermtitm.  was  to  lay  a  ten  diollar  daty.  If 
thev  had  aQihoritr  to  prohibit,  and  imtead  of  a 
pronibiiion,  should  leTy  a  tax,  it  might  be  aaid, 
with  aonie  propriety,  that,  by  so  doing,  they  eom- 
I)arati«ely  encouraged  the  trade.  Or  if,  after  the 
time  when  a  prohibition  can,  by  tbe  Gonetiiution, 
be  laid,  CoDgresa  shall  suffer  a  tax  ooly  to  be  eon- 
tioued,  tbe  censure  tnay  be  incarred.  He  waa, 
therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  contiiraaBee  of  the 
tax  oQKhl  to  be  limited  to  that  time.  Aeeord- 
ingly,  ne  raored  to  amend  the  bill  by  iDsertiug, 
afier  the  word  "  hereafter,"  la  the  fouTth  line,  tbe 
words  '*  and  before  the  rear  of  our  Lord  one  tbon- 
■and  ei«bt  hundred  and  eight." 

Mr.  Sloan  said,  by  way  of  objeetion,  that  it 
was  not  yet  certain  that  such  a  prohibition  would 
then  be  imposed. 

Mr.  BiDWBLL  replied,  that  whether  a  prohibi- 
tion should  then  be  adopted  or  not,  he  tboagbt  it 
would  be  objectionable  to  eontinne  a  tax,  as  Con- 
gress will  have  the  power  to  prerent  tbe  practice 
by  prohibit ioD.  Indeed,  he  was  convinced  that 
AD  aec  might  now  be  paused  prohibiting  such  im- 
portation after  a  limited  time ;  aud,  if  this  amend- 
ment should  be  adopted  by  the  Committee,  he 
wotild  move,  as  a  Atriber  imeDdment,  an  addi- 
tional section  to  that  effect. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BiDWBLu.— Mr.  Chairman,  the  Committee 
having  adopted  an  amendment,  limiting  the  coa- 
tinoBQce  of  the  proposed  tax  to  the  pert^  preced- 
ing the  rear  ISOS,  1  will  now,  in  performauce  of 
S  promise,  move  an  additional  section,  to  pro- 
it  the  importation  altogether  after  that  time. 
Before  I  sobmit  the  motiort,  I  beg  leare  to  state 
■ome  of  the  reasons  which  induce  rae  to  make  it, 
and  on  which  its  propriety  must  depend.  In  do- 
ing this,  it  is  not  necessnry  to  trace  the  history  of 
the  slave  trade.  It  ig  equally  unneeescafy  la  eon- 
aider  it,  asii  respects  the  principles  of  justice  and 


morality. 


s  suffieieii 


For  with  the  poiiiical  interests  of  the  particuL. 
States,  any  further  than  they  make  a  part  of  the 
national  policy,  we  have  no  concern.  It  belongs 
not  to  Congress,  but  to  the  constituted  authorities 
of  each  State  to  rezulate  its  own  Jnteraal  affairs, 
in  this  as  -well  as  other  respects.  The  States  have 
adopted  their  own  systems.  A  geotletaan  from 
Virginia  has  told  us  that  that  Stale  complained 
ofitgMoneofthegrieTaDces  to  which  tbay  were 


subjected,  ueder  the  Briiiah  Croarn,  that  the  Eiag 
in  CouDcil  negatived  the  acts  of  their  L«iclaiqre, 
prohrbiiiog  any  funher  importation  of  tttvea} 
and  that,  as  soon  as  they  were  freed  from  British 
shackles  by  the  Revolution,  they  passed  a  prohi(>< 
itory  act.  The  policy  was  honorable  and  just. 
Other  gentlemen  have  mentioned  similar  laws  in 
■heir  respective  States.  I  may  be  permitted  to 
add,  that  tbe  State  wiiich  I  have  the  honor  in 
pan  to  represent  in  this  House,  has  gone  futthn. 
Our  Constitution  has  declared  that  "all  men  ate 
born  free."  The  conatructicm  given  to  this  Con- 
stituibnal  deolarfttion  by  our  Supeiae  Judiciary 
is,  that  no  pBraon  properly  beloogiag  to  the  Siaiw 
oan  be  a  slave.  Thus  davery  was  aboliahed  at 
otMe ;  and  however  ilaBssronaaueh  an  ^perimeBl 
mi|rht  beinsomeothw  Stales,  it  waalbc^eefirded 
with  perfect  safety,  as  the  otuBber  of  tlavM  wai 
small.  Although  I  rejaice  ia  this  tou]  ctiolitioa 
of  slavery  in  Massachusetts,  I  wosld  not,  as  an  in- 
habitsot  or  reprMcDlative  of  (hat  State,  wish  to 
interfere  with  the  internal  regDlations  of  other 
Stales  respecting  the  condition  of  (heir  inbabit- 
ants  i  nor  would  I  consider  the  qnestion  of  prohi- 
bition, now  before  us,  on  any  other  than  national 
grounds.  No  political  truth,  however,  is  plainer 
to  my  mind,  tnan  that  a  further  importation  of 
slaves  is  contrary  to  tbe  true  interest  of  tbe  Uni- 
lad  StalBs.  IlwilFveakeu  us  as  a  nation;  it  will 
rendar  us  B)or«  vulnaiable  in  many  points ;  it  will 
iaen>ate  the  danger  «f  insurreetions  withio,  and 
iavasions  Cran  abroad.  Tbe  maxims  of  aound 
policy,  therefore,  urge  us  b>  prevent  auch  further 
ImpoitatioB,  aa  far  aa  it  may  be  praotieable.  We 
oaght  not  to  rest  aatisfiad  with  State  pro&ibitioiu, 
even  if  every  State  had  prohibitory  lam.    It  is  a 

freat  national  interest,  and  owht  to  be  guarded 
y  ao  act  of  the  National  LegiaTatiire,  if  indeed  it 
is  within  our  Constitutional  limit*.  On  this  point 
I  am  sensible  a  new  doctrine  bas  been  broached 
and  held  by  some  gentlemen  whose  judgments  I 
value  very  highly  in  oiher  cases,  all  hough  I  diSr 
from  them  in  this,  that  the  importation  of  sbvei 
cannot  be  prohibited  by  Congress,  even  after  (he 
year  1608.  Tbe  sum  of  tbe  reasoning,  in  which 
this  novel  doctrine  is  attempted  to  be  supported, 
is,  that  the  olttuse  in  the  Conatitutioa  providing 
that  tbe  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the 
existing  Stat«a  might  think  proper  to  admit  sltall 
Bot  be  prohibited  prior  to  1806,  is  a  mere  negative 
proviEion,  wiihout'any.  poaittve  words  of  graot, 
and  doe*  not  ooniequenily  sive  Coogreaa  a  powH 
to  lay  such  a  prohibition  uter  that  time;  and  all 
powers  not  delegated  are  reserved.  I  agree,  sir, 
that  this  clause  grants  Congress  no  authority  on 
the  subject  although  it  evidently  implies  that  such 
autfaoTiiy  is  granted  in  some  other  part  itf  the 
Constitution ;  for  it  would  be  useless  and  Doga- 
tory  to  restrain  until  a  certain  time  the  exerciae 
of  a  power  which  does  not  exist,  and  cannot  there- 
fore be  exercised  at  all.  The  framers  of  tbe  CoB- 
stiiutioo  must  have  understood,  tfaat,  without  aach 
a  restriction,  Congress  might  proceed  to  an  in- 
mediate  prohibition;  and  that,  notwiths landing 
the  restriction,  a  prohibition  may  be  laid  afteithe 
limited  ttme.    Tw  snihority-io  q 
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doubtedty  vested  in  Congress:  it  itftirlf  included 
in  the  f  eoeral  power  to  regulate  commeTce  with 
foreign  naiions.  Asa  part  of  tiie  regutotion  of 
commefce,  Congress  may  directly  probibii  [be  im- 
portation of  any  article  of  commerce;  or  may  do 
It  indirectly,  by  prohibitory  duiiea.  The  prohibi- 
tion may'  be  applied  to  any  article  which  ia  a 
aubject  of  mercliandise,  Ju  everytliiog  ii  which  ii 
liable  to  be  bought  and  aold.  Such  ia*  slave.  The 
very  princrple  of  slavery  ia  that  ihe  alavc  is. the 
properly  of  his  master,  subject  to  transfer  by  bar- 
gain and  sale.  This  is  indeed  to  be  lamented,  as 
tbe  geDCleEaBD  from  Virginia  has  juEily  observed, 
but  It  ia  nerercbeless  true.  Slaves  are  therefore 
arttctrsof  merchandi5e,aDd,as  sucb,tbeir  import- 
ation may  be  prohibited. 

The  CoDaiitutional  realriction  applies  only  to 
die  itnportatioQ,  not  the  eiporlalioa,  of  flaves; 
and  it  pxlends  only  to  (he  States  existing  at  the 
date  of  the  CoQstilulJOD,  aad  not  to  the  TerrilDriea 
of  the  United  States.  Accordingly,  Coagresa 
bave  already,  by  law,  prohibited  the  importation 
of  staves  into'lhe  Territories.  Jhere  are  also  two 
acta  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  slaves  Oom  the 
United  Slates  to  any  foreign  ^orl  or  place,  aad 
die  transportation  of  slavesly  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  in  vessels  of  the  United  States,  from 
one  foreign  port  or  place  to  another.  Under  what 
anthoritv  were  thane  probibiujty  laws  created? 
Coder  tne  general  power  to  regalate  commerce. 
The  same  authority  will  equally  warrant  a  prohi' 
bttion  of  the  imporiation  of  slaves  Into  the  United 
States  after  the  time  specified  in  the  Coostitulion. 
But  can  we  now  pass  an  act  for  that  purpoaeT  I 
diink  we  may,  consistently  with  boin  the  spirit 
and  the  letter  of  the  Constitution.  The  object  of 
tbe  restrictive  clause  was,  to  secnre  to  every  Stale 
which  might  wish  to  exercise  it,  a  right  to  admit 
slaves  until  the  time  limited.  The  limitaiion  has 
reference  to  the  termination  of  this  tight  by  the 
commeneeiDenl  of  a  prohibition,  and  not  to  the 
date  of  the  act  by  virtue  of  which  such  prohibi- 
tion might  be  introduced.  The  word; 
impoitation ''shal'  '  .■.■... 
prior  to  the  year  ,        ..._.. 

prohibiting, after  that  time,  such  impottation,  it  is 
clear  that,  until  that  time,  the  law  will  not  take 
effect — the  prohibition  will  not  commence^  in 
other  words  there  will  be  no  prohibition.  In  the 
language  of  the  Constitution,  the  importation  will 
not  be  prohibited  prior  to  the  year  1S08.  The  act 
wil),  in  this  respect,  be  like  niany  others  which  go 
into  operation  not  immediately  after  their  pas- 
sage, but  at  a  specL&ed  future  day.  This  is  not  an 
unusual  mode  of  legislation. 

Being  sfiiisGed  that  we  ace  now  authorized  (o 
legislate  on  the  subject,  I  thioJc  it  i*  expedient  to 
adopt  a  permanent  prohibiiioo,  and  to  make  it  a 
part  of  the  present  bill.  This  is  a  delicate  and 
irriuting  sutgecl.  fudging  of  the  sentiments  of 
others  by  my  own,  I  believe  most  of  us  are  reluc- 
tantly called  to  act  on  it  at  all.  But  we  cannot 
^voia  giving  our  vote  upon  the  bill;  and,  while 
we  are  about  it,  let  us  go  through  and  Goish  the 
buaioesn.  An  intermediate  tax  alone  wiU  oot 
CMOpbtv  ii.    To  teaiiet  tie  af  aun  cntim  it 


DMessary  to  add  a  final  prohibition.  To  do  it  on 
tfae  preeent  oceoaion,  will  effect  a  saving,  not  on^ 
of  time,  but  also  of  the  unpleasant  feelings  which 
may  otherwise  be  ticited  by  another  agitation  of 
'^  subject.  Some  gentlemen  have  considered 
lax  okjeciionaUe,  as  they  think  it  has  the  Ap- 
pearance  of  being  pointed  at  one  State,  which 
aJoneeaDiwues  to  pertnlc  the  importation  of  slave*, 
aad  eonaequeolly  will  have  all  the  duty  to  pay. 
1  aubtail  to  tboao  gentlemen  wbelin  the  additioa 
of  a  total  and  parmaoent  iwohibitioo,  operatiag 
alike  upon  all  the  States,  withoat  regard  to  their 
existing  laws,  will  not  remove  that  objection  and 
reconctle  tfaein  to  the  measure?  In  another  point 
iew,  it  appears  to  me-reaaonable  and  [woper 
that  our  ayBtem  oa  this  aubject  should  be  now  es- 
tablished,  ia  order  that  aU  persons  concerned  may 
have  seasonable  cotioe  of  it,  that  there  may  be  no 
room  for  dissppoiDtment  or  surprise,  and  that  the 
world  nay  know  the  policy  we  mean  to  pursue. 
For  iheee  reaaaiM,and  olhen  with  which  it  ia  not 
neceiMry  to  debiu  (he  Coamiuee,  I  move  the 
following  section  in  addition  to  the  bill  nader 
coBsi  deration: 

StUfiirthtrenatiei,  Tbat,  after  the  lail  day  oTSe- 
■iber,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  cne  thouaand  eight 
iDJrad  atid  aaven,  no  paasn  tb^  dkaetly  or  iDdiraclly 
import  or  cause  to  be  imported,  or  nd  and  abet  in  fin- 
parting,  anv  peiaan  as  a  dl(ta>  into  any  port  «r  place 
within  tbe  linilad  States,  &ain  a  port  or  place  wimoM 
the  lam* ;  and  no  penon  shall  sell  or  buy  any  pamoa 
imported  a*  afixasaid  into  the  United  States^fler  die 
said  lastd^  df  December,  one  tKnn»«iyi  o^bt  handrail 
and  seven,  knowing  him  or  her  to  have  been  so  in- 
ported  in  Ttolation  of  this  act ;  and  every  person  so  of- 
fending snd  being  thereof  convicted  before  a  district  n 
drctlil  court  of  the  United  States,  (which  couita  shall 
have  cognizance  thereof  within  their  respective  districts) 
■ball,  for  every  such  oflence,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not 

aiceeding dollan,  and  snffer  imprieonment,  for  a 

tono  noleiceedfaig  — — years ;  and  any  ship  orvesiel, 
W^h,  after  the  ssad  last  day  of  December,  one  thoniand 
aigbthuBdred  and  seven,  Aall,  with  the  knowledge  snd 
oansent  of  the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  be  empkijed 
inimpcMiBg  aay  person,  or  have  on  boud  any  persm 
tedw  pDtpese  of  being  imported,  as  a  alsve,  contrary 
to  this  sot,  AM  be  fcrftited,  together  irith  bar  tackle, 
fiimiture.and  apparel,  and  any  be  libelled  and  eondemn- 
ed  in  the  duttict  or  cueuileourt  of  the  United  State*,  far 
*4y  district,  in  whiohBuch  shipor  Tasselshallbafcnndi 
Mr.  J.  Olat  was  sorry  this  additional  section 
was  broueht  forward.  He  bad  strong  donbta 
whether  CongrEsa  possessed  the  Constitutional 
right  to  legislate  on  the  object  of  prohibition  prior 
to  Che  year  1808.  If  this  doctrine  prevails,  where 
will  it  end  }  Tbe  Senate  and  President  have  a 
negative  upon  all  our  laws.  If  we  legislate  opon 
a  subject  before  any  occasion  calls  for  it,  what  a>- 
aotanoe  bave  we,  it  it  be  the  wish  of  the  people  to 
repeal  opr  laws,  that  the  President  and  Senate 
wiU  concur  in  their  repeal  1  Have  we  a  right,  by 
an  adventitious  majority,  to  bind  the  Union  hera- 
afierl  If  so,  ti  may  be  contended  that  we  have 
a  right  to  bind  poaicrity  a  hondred  years  hence. 
No  man  was  more  anxious  than  himself  to  pro- 
hibit this  trade,  but  be  cauld  not  consent  to  vioiata 
what  he  conceived  a  Conatituiieoal  i 
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to  carry  m  ravoriie  point.    HeeoneeiTcd  (he  pow- 
er at  present  to  pais  a  prohibitory  law  be  food  their 

Mr.  Dana  tbooght  it  eitremely  qaettionable 
wbetiier,  when  the  subject- id  alter  was  not  withio 
iheirpower,tbey  badarightialeglBlateonit.  He 
■boold  suppose  the  fair  construction  of  the  Con- 
■tituiioii  was  this.  The  ConsUtuiioD  established 
a  system  far  the  good  of  all ;  in  delegating  pow- 
ers it  says,  that  some  shall  not  be  exerciaed  toithin 
a  given  time  ;  that  the  Slates  msr  io  ibe  mean 
time  act  upon  the  subjects  od  whien  they  woald 
be  most  likely  to  harmoniie.  If  within  this  time 
Tou  act  npon  subjects  calculated  to  excite  Slate 
lealoasicB,  one  great  object  of  the  inhibition  will 
be  lost.  UnderthisTiewofihesnbject,  he  thought 
the  obserTaiions  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyt- 
vania  most  eonsonant  to  the  trae  ipiril  of  tbeCon- 
Btilution. 

The  qoestlou  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  BiDWELL'a 
ameDdment,  wbicfa  was  disagreed  lo^yeas  17. 

Mt.  D.  R.  WiLLiAHa  proposed  a  new  section 
prohibiting  the  introduction,  after  the  paaaage  of 
this  act,  into  tbe  Territories  of  the  United  Slaim, 
of  slave* hereafter  imported  into  the  United  Slates. 

After  a  abort  debate  on  this  motion,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  reported  progreea,  and  asked  leare  to 
•it  again. 

Hr.  J.  RaifDOLPH  omtoed  leave  being  gfTcii 
them  to  «il  again,  and  M«asr«.  Jaoksom  and  8mi  lib 
■nnported  it. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAHB  hoped  the  Committee 
wonid  not  have  leare  to  sit  again.  If  the  object 
of  bringing  forward  thb  business  was  to  give  {gen- 
tlemen an  opportunity  to  Tent  their  spleen  against 
the  State  of  South  Carolina,  they  had  enjoyed  it, 
when  they  bad  painted  her  conduct  in  the  most 
odious  and  detestable  colors  their  ingenuity  could 
invent ;  when  they  had  cast  on  that  community, 
in  a  most  unmanly  manner,  all  the  opprobrium 
applicable  to  an  inhabitant  of  Newgate ;  and  had 
applied  to  a  whole  community  what  they  dare  not 
apply  to  a  single  individualot  it.  Soatb  Carolina 
deMtred  a  far  difierent  character  from  that  given 
har  by  thosegentlemen  whohad  taken  upon  inem- 
BclrcB  the  task  of  abnse.  Setting  aside  this  one 
blot  be  would  call  npon  gentlemen  to  compare 
notes.  There  was  not  a  Stale  in  the  Union  which 
kad  appropriated  so  much  money  for  objects  of 
munificence  and  improvement,  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  literature,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor. 
Was  South  Carolina  backward  in  the  Revolution- 
ary contest,  or  deKeienl  in  the  number  of  her  pa- 
trtota  or  statesmen  1  There  sits  the  descendant  of 
aa  btave  an  officer  as  ever  lived,  and  in  tbe  other 
branch  of  the  Legiilaiure  is  to  be  seen  a  man  who 
may  be  called  the  bero  of  liberty ;  a  man  who  in 
die  worst  of  times  did  not  despair  of  the  Republic. 
And  are  we  now  to  be  anthematized  as  depraved 
and  abandoned  7  There  is  another  reason  for  not 
giving  leave  to  the  Committee  to  sit  again.  Some 
gentlemen  eeem  determined  to  plnnge  us  in  a  war, 
whether  we  vrill  or  not.  Is  this  a  proper  time  to 
destroy  tbe  harmony  that  subsists  among  the  dif- 
ferent membera  of  this  Confederaey?  Shall  a 
mu  lyand  lime  at  adjosting  tbe  tie  of  hi*  cravat 


when  the  hangman's  noose  is  at  his  neck?  Shall 
we  be  engaged  in  our  little  divisions  "when  tbe  en- 
emy is  at  ODT  doorl  Asa  pledge  of  harmony  and 
conciliation,  I  hope  the  Committee  will  be  refused 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Tbe  guestioD  was  taken  at  a  late  hour,  and  leave 
given— yeas  73. 

WEDRBsnAY,  February  5. 

Mr.  Joqii  C.  Smith,  from  the  Comtmttee  of 
Claims,  presented  a  bill  making  aii  appropriation 
for  the  payment  of  witnesses,  and  other  expenses, 
on  the  impeachment  of  Samuel  Chase;  which 
was  read  iwiceand  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Resoltiedj  That  tbe  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manuiaetures  beinstructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorixing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  cause  a  survey  to  be  made  of  the 
sboals  of  Cape  Hatteras,  Cape  Lookont,  and  the 
Frying-pans,  and  to  have  such  an  examinadon 
made  of  them,  respectively,  as  will  ascertain  ibe 
practicability  of  erecting  a  light-house,  lighted  bea- 
con, or  buoy,  on  or  near  tbe  extreme  points  of 
either  of  them ;  and  that  the  committee  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Thomab  M.  Rahdolpb,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  fifth  of  December  las^  pre- 
sented a  bill  removing  tbe  limitaiion  of  tha  right 
ofsufiiage  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  em- 
powering the  Legislature  thereof  to  increase  ihe 
number  of  Representatives  in  the  Qeaeial  Assem- 
bly, by  a  given  ratio  to  that  of  Electors;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Wednesday  nest. 

The  Sfbakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Charles  Goldsboroueh,  Ksq.,  presenting  to 
Congress,  in  the  nameof  Mr.  Robert  Henry  Golds- 
borough,  of  Talbot  county,  in  the  Stale  of  Marv- 
land,  a  copy  of  the  works  of  the  late  Baron  ByoV- 
ershoek,  to  receive  a  place  io  iheit  library. 

Raolved,  That  the  Librarian  be  directed  to  re- 
ceive and  take  charge  of  a  set  of  the  works  of  tbe 
late  Baron  Byokershoek,  preseeted  to  Cot^rr^ 
by  Robert  H.  Ooldsbotough,  of  Talbot  county,  in 
the  State  of  Maryland,  and  that  the  Speaebb  be 
requested  to  acknowledge,  bya  letter  addressed  to 
the  said  Robert  H.  Goldsboiougb,  tbe  accepiancs 
of  the  said  books. 

Mr.  Clare  moved  tbe  following  resolotion, 
which  was  agreed  to : 


of  the  services  rendsred  to  the  captive  ciew  of  the  fi 
■te  Philadelphia,  by  the  Danish  Consul  at  Tripoli. 

Mr.  Varhom  observed,  that  considerable  li^bt 
would  be  thrown  on  the  extent  to  which  colonial 

Sroducts  were  exported  from  tbe  United  Stales, 
y  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  exports  for  which 
drawbacks  were  allowed.  He  therefore  moved 
tbe  following  resolntioo : 

Ruolvtd,  That  ths  Secretary  of  the  TreasnTj  be  & 
TBcted  to  Uv  beftrre  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
aaonnt  of  &t  tevenBe  derived  to  the  ITnitad  Suta* 
from  nsKtendise,  Ihe  growth,  product,  «r  manD&e- 
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tmeof  •a;t>reign  eonnUTiWhtclibaTa  heratofon  bam 
impmisd  into  the  Uniud  Sutei  and  szpocied  &oid  the 
nme,  duriug  the  three  lut  jean. 

This  resolution  was  if  reed  to. 

TRADE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mr.  Crowd  iNHBiGLP  observed  tbat  the  House 
had,  OD  the  ibird  inittnt,  directed  Uie  Secreiar; 
of  the  Treaaury  lo  lay  befof e  them  a  statameat  of 
imports  and  exports  from  Qnai  Britaia  to  ifae 
United  Statft,  tor  the  two  last  yeart.  It  was 
probable  the  Beeretarf  would  not  be  able  to  fur- 
uiah  a  ■taiCBienl  for  the  year  1805;  bat  that  he 
eoold  make  it  for  the  years  1803  aod  1804.  Mr. 
C.  said,  he  bad  been  aDzioai,  when  this  subject 
was  before  the  House,  lo  have  received  a  state- 
meot  for  the  year  IBOS.  Great  Britain  seizes  oar 
■hips,  loaded  with  colonial  produce,  on  the  idea 
that  we  did  not  enjoy  the  colonial  trade  during  a 

Seriod  of  peace.  Whether  this  is  a  fact  will  be 
ecided  by  the  statement  be  wished  lo  obtain,  as 
the  year  1S02  was  a  period  of  peace.  Mr.  d  con- 
cluded, by  moving  a  resolution  ditectiog  tbe  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  lay  before  the  House  a 
likestatement  of  exports  and  imports  for  the  year 
1802,  as  was  directed  on  the  thud  instant,  to  be 
furnished  for  the  last  two  yeata. 

The  House  immediately  considered  this  reaolu- 
tion,  and  agreed  to  it. 

NON-INTERCODHBE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 
Mr.  J.  Clat. — Tbe  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
■eits  baring  laid  on  the  ubie  a  resolution  arising 
out  of  the  present  state  of  our  foreign  relations, 
and  as  that  subject  is  one  on  which  I  think  there 
cannot  be  too  much  deliberation  before  we  act,  or 
of  which  too  many  views  cannot  be  taken,  I  will 
take  the  liberty  of  submitting  some  resolutions 
which  I  hate  drawn  up,  and  to  wbich  I  ask  the 
attention  of  the  House.  In  the  present  state  of 
ow  jelationa  with  foreign  Powers,  it  appears  to 
me  that  a  system  of  commereial  tegolations, 
mild  and  yet  firm,  one  which  can  be  earned  into 
pennaue&t  effect  wilhoDt  much  iaconrenience  to 
onrseives,  wilt  be  mors  effeetoal  than  any  tempo- 
nrr  ejpedienta.  If  we  are  disposed  lo  adopt 
su«n  a  system,  it  will  be  looked  npon  by  foreign 
nations  as  one  in  which  we  are  likely  to  perse- 
Tere.  They  will  oontider  its  probable  efi^ta  in 
time  of  peaee  apon  their  colonial  poeaetaioDs,  and 
they  may  be  induced  to  enter  in  to  permanent  regt>- 
lationa  c^Moing  to  oa  a  trade  with  their  eolonies. 
The  diatinclion  atiempied  to  be  made  between  a 
war  trade  and  an  accustomed  trade  will  be  de- 
stroyed, and  with  it  the  only  pretext  upon  which 
are  fooiultd  the  vexations  ana  depredations  com- 
mitted on  American  commerce.  Tbe  present  is 
«  favorable  moment  for  the  adoption  of  anefa  a 

glan.  At  this  time  the  pons  of  the  belligerent 
owers  are  open,  and  the  effect  of  tbe  measures, 
wbicfa  I  am  about  to  propose,  will  not  have  an 
immediate  distressing  effect  upon  the  West  Indies. 
If  these  measures  are  taken,  tbe  Powers  of  Europe 
will  find  that,  unless  they  admit  our  ships  into 
their  colonial  ports  in  time  of  peace,  tbe  trade 
betweeo  their  colonies  and  ns  will  be  ent  off  by  a 
system  which  will  be  bnt  slightly  injnrioaa  to 


onreelvei.  I  think,  I  repeat  it,  that  a  permanent 
system,  mild  bnt  firm,  will  be  more  likely  to  in- 
duce Qreat  Briiein,  in  particalar,  to  recede  from 
the  unjiut  pretensions  sne  has  set  up,  than  more 
violent  and  extreme  measures  which,  from  their 
very  natnre  and  their  injurioos  consequences  to 
ourselves,  must  be  necessarily  temporary. 

Mr.  C.  concluded,  with  offering  the  following 
resolutions: 

Suohtd,  TbM  after  tha day  of next,  ns 

trade  at  mterooune  in  any  iUp  or  vesad  owned  in 
wtudaorin  part  bjany  iztiiaiioraQb)ectof  any  foreign 
Gorarament,  ihal]  be  permitted  between  tbe  CJnilad 
Statea  oi  their  Territonas,  and  any  port  or  plaoe  in  the 
celoniea  oT  domiaioDa  of  any  Enropaan  Power,  whtdk 
trade  or  inteicoone  la  not  pennansntly  Himicted  bj 
tha  lawB  or  re^mtions  of  such  European  Power,  lo  be 
carried  on  in  abipa  or  vbimIs  of  the  United  States. 

Raolved,  That,  after  tbe d*y  of afbraaaid, 

no  giKxI*.  nana,  or  merchandise,  ihall  be  exported 
from  the  United  Statea  or  their  Territoriea,  in  any  ship 
or  Teasel  owned  in  whale  or  in  part  bj  any  citizen  or 
anbjcctofaiiy  fbieign  Goremaienl,  to  aaj  port  or  place 
in  uiB  colonies  or  dominions  of  any  European  Power, 
the  importation  of  wbich  into  such  port  or  place,  in 
ahipa  or  veaaels  of  the  United  States,  ia  not  permanent- 
ly permitted  by  die  lawa  or  regulations  of  aceh  Euro- 
pean Power. 

RfolBtd,  That,afterthe dayof — -.afbreaai^ 

no  KoedSi  warea,  or  merdiaadiae,  duJI  be  imported  into 
the  United  Staiaa  or  their  Territoriea,  in  any  ibip  or 
Teaael  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  any  dtixen  or  aub- 
ject  of  an;  fiiceigu  Govemnuut,  ftom  any  part  or  place 
in  the  coloniaa  or  dominions  of  any  European  Power, 
the  exportatitm  of  which  6om  such  port  or  place,  in 
■h^  or  Teaaels  of  tha  United  Statea,  is  not  permanent- 
ly permitted  by  the  lawa  or  regnlationa  of  anch  Enro- 
pean  Powar. 

Racked,  Tbat,aAerthB dayof afbrcaaid, 

no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandiae,  shall  be  imported  into 
the  United  Statea.inany  ■hipoiTsaael  own^  in  whole 
or  in  part  by  any  d^ien  or  anbiaet  of  an?  foreign  Gov- 
ernment, excepting  artidsa  of  tha  grow^,  prodnce,  or 
maunbctare  M  tbe  coloniea  or  dominiona  of  anch  fo> 
sign  Government,  nnlees  auch  importation  be  e  jpieaaly 
pomitted  by  trMty  between  tbe  United  Statea  and 
anch  fevMgn  Government,  or  nnleaa  dming  a  war  in 


wUdi  Om  United  Statea  may  be  a  party. 

The  House  immediately  considered  these  reso- 
Intiona,  and  referred  them  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

IMPORTATION  OP  flLAVEa 

The  Honse  again  resolved  itself  into  a  (Tom- 
miltee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  imposing  a  doty 
of  ten  dollars  on  every  slave  imported  into  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Wuj.iajia  said,  as  the  advooates  of 
tbe  bill  seemed  to  think  the  amendment  he  had 
offered  intended  to  defeat  it,  he  would  withdraw 
it,  and  make  it  the  subject  of  a   distinct  reso- 

Mr.  JacKBON  offered  a  new  aeciion,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  prohibit  the  importation  into  the 
United  States  of  all  slaves,  brought  either  from 
abroad  or  from  any  State,  except,  m  the  latter  case, 
by  eitiicns  of  the  United  States  removing  to  a 
TfoAvarf  to  Mttle  dMiein. 
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FlBBIUBT,  180S. 


Mr.  J^Acvox  TJavmd  this  proriwOD  ■■  necca- 
■acy,iD  ooosequanee  of  a  lefral  capitraelioa  given 
M  aji  act  t>f  iDe  lut  lenion,  which  sllowtd  tbe 
inporutioa  of  iUtcb  from  abromd  ioto  Losiiiaiia. 

This  moiion  was  oppowd  bf  Mera»  Ai.sTait, 
£lt,  Moaaow,  Spalpino^  and  Sloan,  who either 
Tiewed  it  «■  inexpedieat  in  itself,  or  as  pci^wr  to 
be  intioduced  iato  a  disiiaot  bill. 

Mt.  Jacksor  said,  ai  it  was  the  wiih  of  bi* 
inends  he  would  withdraw  the  notisn,  aod  offer 
it  on  aoDiher  occaMon. 

No  farther  amandoMate  having  bean  offered 
the  Committee  ros^aad  reported  their agrevmeM 


^  tho  bilL 
The  Houce  iminedUtely  eoaatdered  the  r^i 
The  Ktneiidiaeiit  limiting  the  impmitioa  of  tl 


the 
tax  to  the  flni  day  of  Jaaiiary,  1808,'  was  disa- 
greed to  ;  and  ibe  other  atceiidmenta  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Jackson  inquired  what  the  effects  would 
be  of  the  forfeiture  of  tbe  cargo,  in  case  slaves 
■were  smuggled  into  the  Unitef  States?  Would 
they  be  kept  in  the  service  of  the  United  States? 
He  did  not  wish  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
them. 

Mr.  John  C  Suitb  said,  he  had  voted  for  the 
tesolution ;  but  the  defects  in  the  details  of  the 
bill  were  so  glsiiug,  that  he  hoped  il  would  be  x^ 
ferred  to  a  select  committee,  ttiat  it  might  be  so 
modiSed  as  lo  cure  these  defects }  or,  that  in  eaee 
it  were  foond  iaeutceptible  of  modifioation,  it 
might  be  rejected.  Mr.  S.  aeoordiogly  moved  the 
lecommitment  of  the  biil  to  a  seleet  eommitiee. 

Mr.  Jaoxbom  advoaaied  this  moiioii,  and  re- 
marked  that  the  proviso  of  the  bill  that  declared 
the  duty  sboald  notbeconstruedaa  giving  a  sane- 
tion  to  the  importation  of  slaves,  offered  an  addi- 
tional reason  lor  either  rejectins  or  recommitting 
it.  How  could  this  laaguege  be  used  with  pro- 
priety in  a  law,  when  the  Constitutioa,  the  highest 
authority,  authorized  the  trade? 

Mt.  Q,niNcv  spoke  to  the  like  eS^l,  and  further 
itiquired,  whether  it  was  the  iateniioa  of  gentle- 
raea  to  apply  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  slaves 
navigating  toe  ships  of  the  United  States. 

Messrs.  HASTiMfle  and  Si^oan  defended  the  pro- 
visioDs  of  tbe  bill  u  perfectly  eertact.  They  ob- 
served that  slaves  were  considered  as  oroperty,  as 
merchandise,  and  could  only,  theretote,  in  tbe 
bill  be  treated  as  suchi 

The  motion  to  tecoromil  was  lost — ayes  39, 
noes  61. 

Hr.  CaowNiNBNiiLD  spoke  against  the  bill,  and 
moved  its  postponemMit  to  an  intlefiaite  day. 

Messrs.  JoatsC.  Smits,  TaoOABT.  and  Bbba 
of  Tennessee,  supported;  and  Menn.  Sloan, 
Elhbn,  and  Shiub,  oppoecd  the  motion^  when 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on  it,  and  ww»— 
yaas  42,  nays  e»,  as  follows: 

TaAS— WilKa  AUten,  jr.,  Oeorge  M.  Bedinger,  Siks 
Betton,  Pbannel  Bidtop,  WjUism  Blackledga,  Jotei^ 
Bryan,  WiUiani  BotUr,  Levi  Caaey,  Martin  Cbitten- 
dm,  Cbristopfaer  Clark,  Hattbsw  CUy,  Fradeiiek  Oon- 
nd,  Jacob  CnnrniiMbidd,  Bunnel  W.  Dans,  Jaha 
DiTeapon,  junior,  John  Dwrnn,  Elias  Earie,  Pb- 
tei  Euly,  Jaohs  Elliot,  Jbidss  H.  Chmatt,  Edwin 
Gray,  Janus  HolUna,  Jd)»  O.  Jaeksoa,  Waliw  Jones, 


Tbomsi  Kenan,  Robert  Markm,  Jodah  Malsn,  Wil- 
liam  McOrtery,  Daiid  Meriwether,  TbeoM*  JMoom, 
Timothy  Pitkia,  jr.,  Tboinae  M.  Ruida^  Jehn  lOMa 
of  TcDQcnMe,  ThomuSuifiwd,  O'Brien  Sailh,  Tbam- 
u  Spaldina,  Samnel  Taggart,  SmsvcI  Tcansr,  David 
Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompmn,  David  R.  WiUUioa, 
and  Tbomas  Wynrs. 

NivB — Isaac  Anderson,  JolniArel>er,Jaaepfa  Barker, 
Joha  Wake,  jr.,  Thomas  Btount,  Rbbert  Brown,  John 
ChandlBr,  John  (XaiberDe,  Joiwph  Ciay,  Leonanl  Co«^ 
inftD»t  Riehstd  OdiIb,  Bwa  Bkiby,  Elwwaev  Wms>, 
WilUm  BIy,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Ftndley,  Jmmb 
Pisk,  Jahn  Fowlei,  Patenon  Ooodwyn,  Andm*  Graff, 
I«iah  L.  Graen,  SUes  Baleej,  J<4in  HaaiUan,  Stth 
UaatiagB,  David  Holiaea,  Dand  Hea^,  Nahemiah 
Knight,  John  Lambart,  Michael  Lcttt  Joacph  Lswiik 
junior,  Matthew  LyoDi  Patrick  Magradar,  NicbiriaB  R. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathui  O.  Hoaely,  Jne- 
Diiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicfaot 
■on,  Gideon  Olio,  John  Pugh.  John  Res  of  Pennayt 
Tsnia,  Jacob  Richstdi,  John  RubmU,  IVler  BtUtf, 
Thomas  Sammoni,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebeneter 
tteaver,  Jama*  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Hanrv  Southard,  Richard 
Stanford,  Jase|rii  Stanton,  L^wis  B.  Stut^Bi,  PhiliB  S. 
Thompnni,  Uri  Tracy,  .\bram  Tngg,  Philip  Van  Coi*- 
latidt,  Joaepfa  B.  Vamum,  Piiitg  Wadnrorth,  John 
Whitehiil,  Robert  Wbitehill.  Bli^slet  Wiokes,  Ma><. 
madnke  WUlissna,  Alaxandai  Wilaen,  Hid  J<4in  Win- 
Mr.  Jaokbon  moved  to  strike  cmt  the  proviso  ot 
the  bill,  which  motion  was  disagreed  lo;  wbea 
tbe  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  lo-morrow — ayes  69. 

TauBBDAr,  February  6. 

Another  member,  to  wit  i  fr*m  Soalh  Carolina, 
RiOHABO  WiNH,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
House. 

Several  petiiioas  of  aattdry  inhahrtanta  of  tka 
Slate  of  fenasylvania,  were  presented   to   (be 


titm  of  the  United  States,  whiek  ezteads  the  jaii- 
cial  power  of  the  Uniteil  States  to  eontrovereiei 
betareao  oitiseos  of  difocni  Slates,  between  citi- 
zens of  the  same  Siate  claiming  lands  aader 
grants  of  different  Slates,  and  between  a  Bute^  ot 
the  citiaens  thereof,  and  foreign  Statos,  ci^scu^ 
ot  Bubiecls. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  scverallf 
xeferred  to  the  Commiiue  of  iha  whole  Honte 
on  the  state  of  the  Umoo. 

The  bill  laying  a  duty  of  ten  dollan  on  every 
slave  imported  into  tbe  United  Stales,  was  read  a 
■  bird  time. 

Mr.  JoBM  C.  Smitb  stated,  in  ■  more  detailed 
waf,  tbe  abieoiLDDs  previoosly  offered  to  the  pn- 
visions  of  tne  bill,  and  moved  its  recotamitmeal 
loa  select  commiitee,  in  which  the  Houaeconcai> 
red  without  a  division. 

■e^was  1 

about  12  o'cloek: 
Whereupon,  the  galleries  were  cleared.  Tbey 
remained  cleared  nniil  near  4  o'clook,  when  the 
Housa  a^jouraed. 
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FBBSDiBT,  1606. 

H.orR. 

pBtVAT,  FrtffMTy  7. 
A  meinoTikl  and  petition  of  tbe  American  Con- 
rentioQ  for  proiDotina;  the  abolition  of  staTerj-, 
signed  by  Grershani  Crafi,  their  Pre&idenI,  was 
presPDCed  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  tbe 
act  of  CoDgreu,  passed  on  the  teoth  day  of  Ma^, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred,  entitled  "An  act  in 
addition  to  the  act  to  prohibit  the  carrying  on  the 
slave  trade  from  tbe  United  Slalea  to  afiy  foreign 

Slace  or  country,"  may  be  so  far  amended,  that 
le  forfeitures  therein  declared  may  inure,  oni 
moiety  thereof  ti)  the  use  of  tbe  infornier,  and  thi 
other  moiety  to  the  use  of  tbe  United  Stales ;  that 
written  testimonj',  taken  in  the  form  prescribed 
to  maintain  civil  suits,  may  be  receiTed  and  have 
effect  in  the  district  and  circuit  ccurta  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates;  and  that  persons  convicted  of  offence: 
against  the  said  act,  may  be  disqualified  to  hold 
any  office  under  the  United  Slates. 

Referred   to  Messrs.  FiNnLEV,  Stanton,  Ei 
Marion,  and  NicaoLeoK,  lo  examine  and  report 
their  opinion  thereupon  to  tbe  Huose. 

Mr.  GitEao,fromiheCommiiteeon  Public  Lands, 
reported  that  it  was  expedient  to  paaa  without 
amendment  the  bill  received  from  the  Senate,  to 
repeal  so  much  of  an  act  to  regulate  a  grant  of 
land  to  the  French  inhabiianis  of  Galliopolis,  at 
requires  the  actual  settleoieDt  of  the  land. 

Mr.  Qreuq  observed  that  the  committee  bad 
been  induced  to  make  this  report  in  consequence 
of  the  terms  of  a  former  law  not  having  been  com- 
plied with,  from  a  number  of  tracts  belonging  to 
minors,  and  from  several  tracts  being  so  broken  as 
not  to  admit  of  Eeltlemenl;  and  inasmuch  as  no 
CondilioD  of  settlement  had  been  attached  lo  any 
oifier  lands  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  House  ordered  the  bill  to  a  third  reading 


Oa  motion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Wiluahb  the  House 
came  to  the  following  reitolutioa ; 

Sttoltd,  Iliat  a  eomnillea  b«  appointed  t»  inquire 
whethar  any,  and  if  any,  what  additional  pfvviiiana  an 
Maeaaaatj  to  pHvanl  tiu  impoftation  of  alafaatttlo  liia 
temtoiw*  of  the  United  SUtaa. 


'a  wars  appointcdt 

Tbe  Hoaaa  than  wvnt  into  a  Gooimiitw  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bUi  filing  tbe  oompeiUBtion  of  the 
offieera  of  the  two  House*. 

At  the  ioatanoe  of  Mr.  TALLUADoa,  the  bill  wa> 
•0  modified  as  to  repeal  the  existing  law,  and  to 
itvra  a  new  one,  filing  the  compensation  of  the 
i^peetive  officers  at  thair  present  rates,  euapting 
the  compensations  of  the  Sergeant-ai-Arma,  and 
Doorkeepers  of  the  two  Houses,  which  are  fiaed 
at  SBSO  ft  year,  and  the  Asabtant  Domkeeper*  at 
9900  each,  with  an  inhibition  to  make  any  addi- 
tion to  the  fixed  compeasatiooa  of  the  officer*  by 
ao  allowance  out  of  the  contingent  fund. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  od  Monday— ayes  69, 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  CRowNiNaHiBLD  the  House 
came  to  the  following  resuluiian: 

Retohed,  that  the  SeorMary  of  tb«  Treasnry  be  di- 
nctod  to  lay  bribre  tUs  Boom  a  atalamant  of  the  ex- 
pmtafiom  thsUnitadBtatwaraBftealgnfoodaiWaiaa, 


and  mstebaadlM,  dnrinf  die  last  Afes  yean,  which 
have  not  been  particnlatl;  diiai:ted  tn  be  made  by  the 
rceolation  of  (be  third  and  bflh  instOoL 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Mahioh,  the  House  went  in- 
to a  Committee  of  tbe  Wboie  on  the  bill  declaring 
the  assent  of  Congres*  to  an  act  of  the  State  of 
Sooth  Carolina,  a uthoriziiig  the  imposition  of  a 
(onnsge  duly  by  the  City  Cottnci)  of  Charleston. 

After  conaiderable  detAie,  the  Committee  roae 
and  reported  the  bill  with  sundry  amendments, 
in  which  tbe  House  concurred,  and  ordered  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  Mod- 
day— ayes  65. 

The  HoBse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 

¥«*■  to  en  act  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
he  olqeet  of  the  bill  is  lo  give  to  Teonewee 
power  to  perfect  titles  to  lands  granted  by  North 
Carolina,  agreeably  to  a  compact  between  the  two 
States.  Having  passed  through  the  Commidee 
without  ameadmeni,  the  House  took  it  into  con- 
sideration ;  when,  after  soma  explanations  relalire 
lo  the  nature  of  the  bill,  it  was  ordered  lo  a  third 
reading  on  Monday. 

JOURNAL  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Lbib  said  he  had  long  been  of  opinion  (hat 
the  present  mode  of  keeping  the  Journal  of  tha 
House  was  incorrect.  He  had  always  thought 
chat  the  name  of  ihe  mover  of  every  proposilioB 
should  appear  on  the  Jonrnat,  and  that  the  Jour- 
nal should  be  so  kept  as  to  enable  the  people  to  be 
fully  acquainted  with  tbe  proceedings  of  their 
Hepresenlattves.  To  make  an  inquiry  od  thia 
subject,  he  offend  the  following  resolution : 

JZenfeerfi  That  a  oommittoa  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  tlie  standing  raise 
and  order*  of  the  House  so  fees  topreeohb*  the  med* 
ofkaepinK  the  JoonuL 

Hr.  Smiub  considered  tbe  motiou  as  unnecea- 

The  question  was  taken  and  (he  motion  agreetl 
to — ayes  05 — and  aeommittee  of  five  member* 
appointed. 

AMEMDMENT  TO  THE  COHSTITUTIOW. 

Mr.  J.  Ramdolph,  arreeably  to  notice  giren  by 
him  yesterday,  made  the  following  motion ; 

Saobtd,  bi/  tht  Seriate  and  Sbiue  of  Repraenttt- 
live*  of  the  Orated  State*  of  Amaiea,  m  Congrete  at* 
lembad,  twa-lhirde  of  b«A  Hmtset  eoneurrav,  That 
the  fbBowing  artiele  tie  aabmitled  to  the  Legialature* 
of  the  several  Btalea,  which,  when  ratified  and  confirmed 
b;  the  Legislitares  of  tbree-fbua^bs  of  Ihe  aaid  Stale*, 
^all  be  valid  and  binding  as  a  part  of  the  Constitntioa 
ofthe  United  Stales: 

The  Jndgei  of  th*  Supreme,  and  all  other  eonit* 
of  the  United  Stales,  ahall  be  removed  from  office  by 
the  President,  on  tii»  joint  address  of  both  Houaia 
of  Coagreei  re^nasting  the  sane. 

The  House  baviDgagreedtoconiidertfaemotion, 
it  was,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  J-  R  a  hoc  lpb,  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  J.  Rahdolph  gave  notice  (hat  he  ahonld 
call  up  ihia  motion  on  Tharsdaf . 
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Naval  Ptace  ElaUUImeM. 


F»RDAKT,  1806. 


NATAL  PEACE  ESTABU8HMENT. 

The  Hoaae  w«Dt  inro  a  Cofnroit(«e  oT  the  Whole 
OD  the  bill  relaltve  to  a  Naval  P«ace  BaUUish- 
menL 

Ht.  Ohboo  eiplaioed  ai  Mime  len^h  the  pro- 
Tiaioaa  of  the  bill.  The  bill,  he  laid,  correapoad- 
ed  with  the  inltmatiaDi  of  the  Preaident  relaiive 
lo^iTiug  an  openiDg  to  the  prorootion  of  serentl 
offi^eii  who  bad  greatly  diitiDgDiahed  themselves 
ia  the  MediterreneaD  service.  He  staled  that  the 
bill  contemplated  givinc  the  Presideai  power  . 
keep  in  service  nine  huodred  sod  twenty-five  able 
and  ordinary  seamen  and  boys,  making  two-thirds 
of  the  fall  complement  of  six  frigates,  two  of  forty- 
fonr  euna,  two  of  thirty-six,  aad  twoM  ifairtjr-two; 
that  It  contemplated  the  incTeasinff  the  number 
of  captains  from  lento  thirteen;  Ilie  creation  of 
oioe  maitert  commandant,  and  the  increase  of 
lieatenants  from  thirty-sis  lo  serenty-two.  This 
tnaogement  was  proposed,  in  order  togive  to  the 
young  officers  in  the  nary  that  rank  and  reward 
merited  by  them,  and  to  enable  the  doing  this, 
wilhont  interfering  with  the  rnlea  of  promotion 
titnal  in  the  naval  service. 

Mr.  Leib  spoke  against  the  feature  of  the  bill 
that  aDgmented  the  nnmber  of  officers.  It  ap- 
peared to  him,  indeed,  a  pension  bill,  and  to  maKe 
latgfl  allowBQcea  without  services  rendered.  It 
•1m>  contemplated  the  keepios  six  frigate*  in  ser- 
vice, and  provides  for  them  thirteen  captains,  nine 
master- commandants  aod  MTenly-twolienteaanta. 
He  did  not  cotuider  the  Treasury  in  such  a  stale 
of  overflow  as  to  justify  this  liberality. 

Hr.  Gnaoo  said  thegenlleman  had  miiunder^ 
•tood  bis  remarks  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  bill, 
which,  so  far  from  directing  six  frigates  to  be  kept 
in  actual  service,  repealed  that  part  of  a  former 
bw  which  contained  this  provision. 

No  motion  having  been  made  to  amend  the  hlU, 
the  Chairman  proceeded  in  the  reading  of  the  re- 
naiDing  sectioas;  When 

Hr.  GouMBonoDOB  expressed  hii  opiDion  that 
the  biU  required  considerable  amendment,  and 
that  he  had  understood  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  that  its  nrovisiona  were  not  consonant  to 
that  system  which  he  considered  the  mostcoo- 
diKive  to  the  public  service.  With  a  view  to 
obuin  fuller  iolonnatioD  relative  (o  the  subject,  he 
moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again. 

This  motion  obtained,  withonL  opposition,  when 
the  Committee  rote  and  received  leave  (o  sit  again. 

Mown  AT,  February  10. 

Another  member,  lo  wit:  DoNcait  McPab- 
iiAHO,  frota  North  Carolina,  appeared,  produced 
hia  credentiala,  waa  qualified,  and  look  his  seat  in 
the  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Anaol 
lo  authorize  a  grant  of  lauds  to  the  French  in- 
babilanti  of  Galliopolis,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

An  engrowed  bill  declariag  the  assent  of  Gon- 
gress  to  an  act  of  the  Ganeial  AtiemUy  of  the 


State  of  North  Carolina  waa  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  lo  "An  act  to 
r»ulate  and  fix  the  compcDsatiou  of  the  officem 
orthe  Beoate  aod  House  of  Represeotaitva"  was 
read  the  third  lime  and  passed. 

Mr.  Tennet,  one  of  the  members  for  the  State 

of  New  Hampshire,  presented  to  the  House  cer- 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 


thorize  and  empower  Congress  to passa  law,  when- 
ever they  may  deem  it  expedient,  to  prevent  the 
further  importation  of  slaves,  or  people  of  color, 
into  the  United  Slates,  or  any  part  thereofj" 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Spexieb  laid  before  the  House  a  letiet 
from  Christopher  Greenup,  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Kentucky,  transmitting  a  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  said  State,  together  with 
sundry  documents  in  relation  to  the  Ohio  Canal 
Company;  which  were  read  and  referred  to  Mr. 
Bovle,  Mr.  Dickson,  Mr.  T.  W.TDOMPB0ii,Mr. 
J.  MoRBow,  Mr.  HAflTmos,  Mr.  Tbioo,  and  Mr. 
DiBBT ;  that  [bey  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  saoie,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  John  Q.  Macan  and  others,  man- 
agers on  behalf  of  "  the  Louisiana  Coiopany,"  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read, praying  a  grant  of  the  public 
landsj  on  parts  adjacent  to  the  river  Mississippi, 
and  in  the  neighborhood  of  St.  Lonis,  as  such 
terms  and  under  such  restrictions  as  Congress  may 
judge  firaper  to  aid  them  in  establishing  a  colony, 
consisting  of  all  such  mechanics  and  professional 
cbaiacten  as  may  be  necessarv  to  the  welfare  of 
the  intended  settlement,— Referred  to  the  Coia- 
mittee  on  the  Public  Land*. 

Mr.  CaowHiKeHiBLD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manafaclares,  presented  a  bill  de- 
claring the  town  of  Jersey,  ia  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of  delivery,  and  to  provide  for 
a  light-house  on  Wood  idaod ;  which  waa  tead 
twice  and  committed  lo  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Wedaeaday  next. 

Mr.  C,  from  the  Mme  committee,  to  whom  waa 
referred,  on  the  twenty-aeveath  of  December  last, 
a  resolution  of  the  House  "to  inquire  into  the  pro* 
priet^  of  ereeting  the  port  of  Newcaalle.  in  the 
distnet  of  Delaware  into  a  port  of  entry,"  made 
a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  aod  referred  to 
a  Commiuee  of  the  Whole  on  Thnnday  aexL 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dana, 

Setotved,  That  a  eommitiee  be  aj^nted  to 
eoDsider  and  report  whether  any  amendmenu 
should  be  made  in  the  aiaadiD^  mics  of  the  House 
relative  to  confidential  comma  a  icatiooa.— Refer- 
red to  a  committee  of  five  members. 

The  bill  doelariiie  the  conseat  of  Congress  to 
the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  South  Caroluia  an- 
thoriziug  the  impoeitioB  of  a  tounage  duty  by  the 
City  Council  of  Charleston  waa  read  a  third  time. 

Messrs.  J.  CLav  and  MauoN  supported,  and 
Mr.  CRowHiMaaiBUD  oppoaed  the  bill,  which,  oa 
the  qneatioii  being  taken,  wu  paased— f  ^  £2. 
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Fbbrdabt,  1806. 


la^tartaliom  from  Great  Brilaitt. 


H.  or  R. 


IMPORTATIONS  FBOH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 
Mr.  NtoHOLBON  MJcl  he  wished  lu  lay 


Ub)e  a  reioluDon  rrUlJre  lo  ihe  Buhiistia^  differ- 
ences between  ihe  Uniled  Srates  and  OreMi  Bril- 
■io,  on  which  seTeral  rettoluiionn  had  ilready 
bi^D  offered.  When  ihii  nahjeet  Snt  came  ' 
notice,  ai  ■□  earl;  period  of  the  Keinion.  he  _... 
forewpD  ihai  it  might  Wad  lo  (be  propo!>iiion  of 
plans  which  might  deeply  affect  the  rcTcnue  o* 
the  Qorernmetit.  He  was,  therefore,  anxiooi 
that  it  m'ght  be  TeFerred  to  the  Committee  ol 
Ways  aod  Means,  in  whose  haoda  the  aupenii' 
teMenee  uf  the  revenue  was  placed.  To  ihis 
committpe  it  was  referred  in  tlie  first  tnMance. 
Bui  the  Huase  afterwardi  ifaooght  Bt  to  discharge 
thai  commiitee  from  its  cou'lderaiion,  and  to  re- 
fer it  loa  Cummiitee  of  the  Whole  on  theilaieor 
the  Untoa. 

Mr.  N.  obserred  that  it  wan  with  ureat  defer- 
ence that  he  undertook  to  offer  any  rcdolutioDR 
embraciDic  objects  nf  such  imponance  as  the  dif- 
fereneea  beiweeo  Great  Britain  and  ihix  country. 
Ifthe  subject  had  remained  with  the  Cummiitee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  or  with  any  other  seleci 
corarnitiee,  a  set  of  resoluiioni'  in  a  digf^ied  form 
might  hare  been  expected,  and  it  migiit  have 
been  Kbono  in  what  [uanQer  and  to  what  extent 
the  revenue  would  probably  be  affected.  When, 
however,  resoluiioDs  wpre  offered  by  individual 
menibers,  it  was  impo.viible  to  offer  any  such  cxl- 
cuUtiims,  and  the  subject  would  coBnequenlly 
come  before  ihe,House  in  an  undigested  form. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  had  anea  two  pruposiiioas, 
neither  uf  which  he  tiked.  One  was  a  resolution 
oSerecl  by  asenlleman  from  Penosylvania,  (Mr, 
Greoo.)  When  he  eunxidered  that  our  imporia- 
tioas  from  Great  Britain  amounted  annually  to 
about  twenty-five  millions  ofdiillars.and  that  (he 
whuie  of  this  trade  was,  according  to  the  prupo- 
•iiioD  of  ibe  ^mteman,  lo  be  prohibited;  and  it 
was  also  considered  that  the  average  amount  of 
duties  on  artiiiles  imported  from  Orfat  Britain 
was  iw  Dty  per  cent.,  it  would  at  once  be  seen 
that  the  meanure  would  affect  the  revenue  to  the 
amoooi  of  Ave  millions  annually. 

Nor  did  it,  in  offering  these  resotntions.  appear 
to  have  beea  taken  into  new.  that  while  the 
measure  had  a  very  material  effect  on  the  reve- 
one.  it  bad  likewise  an  immediate  effect  on  the 
hatHU  ot  our  citizens  who  consumed  goods  im- 
ported from  Britain.  With  regard  to  the  single 
article  of  coiion,  its  probibiiion  would  operate  in 
three  diSrrani  ways.  U  ib«  firm  place,  tbewaot* 
of  our  pep^l«  will  i»e  increased  in  proportiuo  lo 
the  prohibition  of  cotton  gooda;  in  the  aeconil 
place,  tiie  rrvenoe  would  be  affected  by  it ;  and 
in  lbs  lavt  place,  it  was  extremely  probable  thai 
the  foreign  demand  for  the  raw  material  we  fur- 
nliifa  would  be  conside.-ahly  diminished,  A  sin* 
gle  fact  lyoutJ  evince  this  with  some  fnrce.  In 
the  ypir  1791,  there  were  exported  to  Liverpool 
61  biie^or  cutton;  and  in  the  Srsi  nine  month- 
of  1805  there  had  been  exported  lu  the  same  p1nc<- 
93000  bales.  This  would  »how  what  the  eff<fci 
might  be  of  tbe  prohibiiioit  of  lh«  imporutioa  ol 
9tb  Cos.— 13 


articles  raanufaciored  from  cotton  in  Great  Brit- 
ain DO  the  demand  fur  tbe  raw  material  we  fur- 
aiah. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  had  wen  a aol her  propositi un,  not 
offered,  indeed,  in  ibs  Houm  of  Represeniatirea, 
hut  elsewhere,  (alluding,  it  is  supposed,  to  the  ra- 
pori  of  a  committee  in  the  Senate,)  which  did  not 
20  lo  the  extent  of  tbe  motion  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  and  therefore  was  not  so  de- 
leterious in  iiK  effrcts,  but  which,  in  his  judgmoit, 
was  extremely  ohjeciiunable.  This  prvpositioa 
went  to  prohibit  the  imporialioD  of  woollens  of  all 
descriptions,  tiocDs,  nails,  hats,  looking-gUsMS, 
rum,  hardware,  slitie,  salt,  coal,  boots,  sEoea,  rib- 
bons, silks,  plated  and  glam  wares. 

In  this  list  there  wer«  four  articles  of  great  im- 
portance wi<h  which  we  are  supplied  from  Great 
Britain,  which  our  habits,  at  least,  have  enrolled 
on  the  lUi  of  necessaries,  and  with  which  weoao- 
not  be  supplied  either  by  uuraelvea  or  by  oiher 
naiioDs,  With  coarse  woollens  we  are  supplied 
aliogether  from  Great  Britajn,  and  we  cannot 
procure  them  el^where. 


At.  N.  said  he  had  taken 
the  state  of  ihe  German 
manufactures,  and  he  was  convinced,  from  the 
infiirmation  he  had  received,  that  we  could  get, 
neiiher  from  Germany  nor  Hulhind,  those  coarse 
cloths  which  are  extensively  consumed  in  the 
Middle  and  Southern  States,  and  he  presumed 
throughout  the  whole  country,  except  by  those 
who  moved  In  tbe  higher  walk*  of  life.  In  Hol- 
land and  Brabant  there  were  some  such  maOQ- 
faciures,  but  they  were  loo  narrow  to  supply  lu 
with  any  considerable  quantily  of  Ihem. 

That  kind  of  rum  which  we  derive  from  Ja- 
maica, Antigua,  and  Barbadoes,  and  from  whicli 
a  large  revenue  is  obtained,  Mr.  N.  nresumed  waa 
not  to  b«  got  elsewhere;  as  tbe  whole  of  this  arli- 
cle  which  was  imported  into  the  United  Statea 
was  consumed,  and  no  part  of  it  exported,  it  fol- 
lowed of  course  that  tbe  revenue  would  be  dimin- 
proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  probi- 

The  mannfaclurea  of  Birmingham  and  Shef- 
field, goiag  generally  by  the  name  of  hardware, 
could  be  got  no  where  else.  The  whole  of  these 
imported  were  cooaumed  in  ihe  United  States^ 
ltd  their  prohibition  would  have  the  same  effect 
D  our  revenue. 

or  sail,  which  was  imported  from  differeol 
}untriei.  aud  which  amounted  annually  to  ihrea 
nd  a  half  millions  of  bushels,  not  more  than  the 
De-hnndredth  part  was  exported.  By  dimioish- 
i;[  tbe  quantity  imported,  we  both  increase  the 
price  of  tbe  arucle  and  decrease  the  amount  of 
he  revenue. 

Mr.  N.  said,  that  tbe  course  which  seemed  to 
)im  laoit  jwoper,  was  to  select  among  the  nunu- 
faetures  of  Great  Britain  such  article*  as  we  im- 
port from  tbence,  and  can  supply  ourselves  with 
by  our  own  industry,  or  obtain  from  other  coud- 
tries.  Thia  would  preieni  to  Great  Britain  a 
nUn  ibat  would  at  once  be  s^eo  to  be  practicable. 
By  laying  a  prohibition  o«  the  impotiation  of  all 
articles  received  from  Qneat  Britain  or  ber  eolo- 
uiei  OM  of  two  e&cta  moat  enane,    Siihei  wa 
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■hall  be  lan^bed  at  \>y  OrMi  Britain  ai>d  other 
Bnron«aD  Powprs  for  adopting  a  aynern  altog*- 
ihfr  ini|irtclietil)ip.  because  we  canoot  adhere  to 
il  ;  or  we  shall  fumisti  to  her  Miniiter,  whow 
eharacter  fur  deoinioD  i*  well  known,  a  preiezi 
for  sweeping  The  ocean  of  erery  dollar  of  Ainer- 
kan  properly  afloai  oo  it. 

If,  □■)  the  CoDirary,  we  adopt  a  ayatem  which 
u  practicable,  I o  which  it  in  aeea  that  we  on 
■dhefe  wilhout  iBJurin^  ouraeUei,  and  which 
will  naierially  afirot  Briiaio,  we  may  hope  thai 
meaiorei  will  be  taken  by  her  Gore rn men t  for 
the  adjudment  of  oar  dlffereoee*,  and  tbfl  Ten- 
dering oa  complete  juitiee. 

Mr.  N.  then  *abniitied  the  following  reietniioti: 

Set^Md,  That,  Aoa  and  after  Ibe  — — dayof 

twat,  the  fitUowiSB  srlielas  bmig  of  tha  gnnrth,  or  ibib- 
nikrtONa  ti  Oieat  Brltaki  or  Ireland,  oi  of  aay  of  tba 
Mfcmiaa  or  depeBdaiieiu  of  Otoat  Britain,  oagfat  to  bo 
jKabiliited  by  law  from  boias  importad  into  Iha  United 
8tat«a,or  into  the  territorial  tbemtTii: 

All  aftklea  of  which  leather  ii  the  malorUl  of  chief 
Talno ;  all  aTticIaa  of  which  tin  or  traaa  i«  the  matoial 
of  diicf  *alua,  tin  in  •heeti  excepted ;  all  attielea  of 
which  hemp  m  Oai  ii  the  matuial  of  diief  valne  ;  all 
aiticlea  of  which  wlk  ia  tha  milaTJat  of  chief  valoa  ; 

wooden  cloths,  wboaa  in>oice  prices  ahatl  eiceed i 

woollen  boaieiir  of  all  kJndi;  window  ^im,  and  all 
other  manufacture*  of  gla« ;  lilTcr  and  pUlod  ware*  ; 
paper  of  every  dctciiption  ;  nail*  and  (pike* ;  hita ; 
dothiog  ready  made ;  millinery  of  all  kind*  \  playing 
earda;  beer,  ale,  and  poiter ;  and  pictures  andpnota. 

Mr.  NicHOLSOK  cuDcIuded  by  remarking  that  he 
would  not  undertake  lo  say  that  he  had  raaiie  ihe 
beat  aeleclion  of  articles.  Il  was  with  great  diffi- 
dence he  had  made  ibewleciion.  He  would,  how- 
ever, offer  iiaiihia  time,  that  gentlemen  might  give 
their  aitentioD  to  it,  and  be  prepared  to  enter  oo 
its  diKCOs-'ion  when  the  subject  came  before  the 
House.  He  atibmitted  these  propoMiioos  at  this 
time,  to  avoid  any  drlay  which  might  arise  from 
withholding  them  lill  the  House  should  have  en- 
tered upon  the  subject. 

This  resolution  waa  immediately  considered 
bf  the  Mouae,  and  referred  to  a  Cotnrnittee  of 
the  Whole  oo  the  aute  of  the  DnioD.&nd  ordered 
to  he  printed. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  O.  W.  CkitnKiA.,  cerlain 
resolutions  offered  on  Ihe  3d  of  January,  1794,  by 
Ur,  MadisoD.  on  the  differencea  at  thai  time  sub- 
•fsliog  between  theUniiei]  StataaandQre&l Brit- 
ain, were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WEST  INDIA  TRADE. 

Mr.  CiowHiinHiBLD  said,  ibe  gentltmia  rrom 


Stateik  Mr.  C.  observed  that  be  bad  another  pro- 
ject wbiek  ke  wished  to  nhtntt,  rHativc  to  our 
trade  with  the  Briileh  West  Indiea.  He  did  not 
BMD  at  ihia  timo  to  disoDM  the  subject,  either  ao 
Mfaritwaseonaected  withihepropoaitionaafihe 
genileman  from  Maryland,  or  with  that  of  the 
fenileman  from  Pennaylvaoia,  which  went  lo  ■ 
mush  greater  ezteat.  But  with  regard  to  one 
idw  Mpi«aed  by  tk«  g—iUw  from  UarykBd, 


KBHoaaT.  I8M3 


he  Iboaght  it  BToper 
gentleman  had  pbaerved 


r  a  f«w  words.     That 
lat  Ihe  propoaitioB  of* 
tered  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvaoia  would 
affrcl  ihe    revenue  to  ifae  amount  of  five    mil- 
«r  dollars  i   and   therefore  iinpreMed  upon 
...  _ri   "...  ejjfpmeiy  CBttiioua 
^  said  he  did  not  be* 

ihe  adoptioo  of  that  nropa*ition  would 
affeci  the  revenue  to  any  such  » tent-  He  did 
not  believe  it  would  affect  the  revenue  to  the 
amount  of  a  million  of  dollara.  Because,  al- 
though we  ahould  prohibit  the  impartaiion  of 
British  goods,  we  could  ^el  tnoat  ofihe  aame  ar- 
ticles from  other  coontiiea.  We  get  aalt  from 
Cadiz,  and  Lisbon,  and  from  aeverarothet  places 
Rum  could  be  got  from  every  island  ia  the  Weat 
ludieaj  and  if  we  should  not  be  able  to  get  a  auf- 
Bcient  quantity  of  il  to  supply  our  wanls.  wa 
could  imiiort  from  Prance  brandies,  which  will  be 
a  good  suWiiuie.  We  may  al'^  get  woollens  fraia 
ihe  continent  of  Europe,  and  every  article  on  the 
list,  perhani  at  higher  prices.  It  was  not,  how- 
ever, Mr.  C.  said,  his  object  at  thia  time  to  dis- 
cuss the  merits  of  either  proposition.  His  chief 
object  was  (o  offer  biji  own  project,  which  related 
to  the  West  Indies.  Every  ooe  knows  thai  those 
islands  are  dependent  on  the  Uoiied  Slates  for 
the  necessaiien  of  life ;  ihat  they  cannot  gel  many 
iiiipoitnntariicles  iheyabsoluielv  want  from  other 
countries.  Every  one  knows  taal  for  fi.<h,  bee^ 
pork,  and  lumber,  ibey  are  dependent  on  us,  ina«- 
much  as tbey  caanoi  getthem elsewhere.  How  ia 
the  trade  carried  on?  Qreat  Brinin  basadopted 
a  curiuus  commercial  principle,  bottomed  on  tite 
principle  of  her  navigation  act ;  which  in  time  of 
peacealmostamuunis  to  a  prohibition  loioiroduct 
into  her  iKtands  any  articles  of  ours;  and  which 
in  time  of  war  open*  the  porta  of  a  few  of  ha 
islands  for  the  initoduciion  of  pariiciilar  aniclea 
for  three  or  sis  moniDs,  Mr.  C.said  be  wisbed 
to  s^  this  trade  permanenily  open  to  the  citizena 
of  the  United  Suies.  He  thought  it  probnUe 
this  might  be  dune  by  the  adoption  of  bis  plan. 
The  gendeman  from  Pennsylvania  bad  oflereda 
proposiiion  which  was  calculated  to  meet  in  part 
the  practices  of  Great  Britain.  The  firat  resola- 
tion  related  to  trading  to  the  West  Indies  in  for- 
eign vessels.aod  notia  veaielftoftheUDiiedSiaiea, 
Every  one  knew  that  in  the  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  the  West  Indies  there  were 
either  none,  or  very  few  foreign  veiaela. 

Mr.  C.  then  ofltred  the  followiag  reMtlniics: 

Bmttvti,  That, fteiB  aad  sAer  dM dayof 

neit,  no  goad*,  wares,  or  BMtehaBdiaa,  shall  ba  aiporaad 
frDn.ot  iniMTtad  ioie^  (be  Unilad  Slatw  ar  Ihe  lanita- 
ria*  ihaioo^  in  aay  aUp  or  vaaad  wbaievev,  to  er  ttvm 
asy  EorofMan  coionias  ar  aaltlaanaata,  aiMwtad  oa  tha 
eaatain  aiila  of  tha  contiiMDt  of  AsatioB,  or  ila  adj^ 
oent.aaas,  northward  of  tba  B^alov,anlaasllM  i«|Mf> 
lation  of  aH  articles  of  the  gmwth,  pnidact,  ar  aaaa- 
factora  of  the  United  Stales  and  thsir  tartitMies,  ia 
American  bottonu,  i*  st  ail  tinin  adnitted  into  the  Mid 
colonies,  or  setllemanti,  and  naleas  Ihe  eiporlalioo  o( 
the  production*  of  the  said  colonics,  or  •etUements,  ia 
pertnanatitly  allowed   In  Ameriran  bottoms  from  (Iw 
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The  rMolutioD  <n>  eonMdered.  and  rpferred  lo 
a  Commjiite  of  ifau  Wbola  on  the  ttau  of  ilw 
Union,  and  ordered  lo  be  priolnl. 
DRAWBACK. 
The  Hoase  wrni  iaio  a  CoTnmittee  of  tbe 
Wtiolr  on  the  bill  lo  extend  the  tim»  for  uking 
the  oath,  and  giving  boad  in  euea  uf  drawback, 
and  for  other  pnrpose*. 

Oa  the  ipeoDd  aection,  whteb  ji  as  foUovi: 
"  Thtt  Ibc  awiitw)  irf  the  Ti«Ma>7  Iw,  and  he  b 
h>niiT  anthsrtaad  and  aEBpaweied  toaxtrad  tbab«ieitof 
dnwback.tn  «WM  which  hare  hs^enedunoatha  paa- 
aate  of  lbe,Mt  of  Match  S,  1 7a9,  entUad,  "Aa  act  to  rag- 
uUla  the  mbctiaD  of  datka  aa  inpait*  and  lonnage," 
whan  thi  peiMHu  clatmiUB  anch  baaafit  hais  onjttad 
la  lake  the  oath  and  give  bond  within  the  tan  daji 
Mowaibad  bj  law  :  Prtmdtd,  The  Secretai;  of  the 
Treaniij  ahall  ba  aatiafiad  that  sadi  oaiiMion  wai 
canaed  b;  DDiToidabla  accident,  aad  that  no  frand  waa 
iiUanded  tbareb;  lo  ba  eommitlad  agaioat  tha  nraaoa 
UwB  of  Iba  United  Stataa ;  aad  provided,  alau,  that  aal- 
iafactwy  proof  iball  bo  aihibiled  to  htm  that  tbe  good*, 
warea,  and  meTOhaadiae,  Mi  whieh  tha  drawback  ia 
clumad,  h«Ta  been  landad  withont  tha  linxiu  af  Iha 
Diutad  Stataa. 

A  long  debate eoMKd,  which  coaiiaaad  beyond 
tkc  aanal  hour  of  adjoninmeot,  in  whieh  Maasr*. 
J.  Ci.*T,  Lbib.  Blmbr,  Nionouon,  CaowNiR- 
SBiBLB,  N.  WiLUina,  and  Sloan  itipporied ; 
and  Meatra.  HoLLaMO.CLARK,  J.  C.  Smith.  Jack- 
son,  BiovELL,  Conrad,  Macon,  and  Bmilib,  op- 
posed the  aection. 

VtThen  tbe  question  was  taken  on  the  sttiking 
ont  tbe  section,  and  carried — yeas  70. 

The  «ecODd  and  third  scciioaa,  buttomedon  the 
aeennd,  were  bIkd  struck  out. 

Tbe  Cummittee  ibeO  rose  and  reported  their 
diaRgreemeDl  lo  alt  tbe  aecUons  except  the  Srat. 
Tba  Home  iromediatel;  considered  the  report. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Suits  spoke  io  favor,  and  Mr.Caowii- 
iifSHiiiA  agaioat  concarring  in  Ui  when  tbe 
Uouaa  adjoDinad  withont  coming 


TuiBDAT,  Februarf  11. 

Mr.J.C.SiiiTfl.fromlbeComiuitiesi^Clainu, 
prewnied  a  bill  tor  the  relief  of  the  Oavernor, 
luiJ^'^  aad  Seeretarjr  of  the  Indiana  Territory ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  eommitled  ton  Oom- 
tBille«  of  tha  Whole  te-tnorrow. 

Hr.  8.,  from  tbe  ubm  comnilttee,  to  whom 
wan  referred  on  the  flfieetiih  ullimo,  the  memo- 
rial  of  Peter  Landais,  made  a  report  thereon ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  teferred  to  a 
Commiiiee  of  tbe  Whole  lo  morrow. 

A  measage  from  the  Senate  informed  ibe  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  eoiiiled  "An 
act  for  the  eelivf  of  Seth  Harding,  late  a  captain 
in  tbeFfavy  of  the  Uaiied  StateKj"  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senaie.  eatiiled  "Ad  act 
f'V  the  retief  of  Seth  Harding,  late  a  captatn  in 
(be  Navy  of  the  Uoilnl  Sialea,"  was  read  twice 
and  aommitied  to  a  Commiitee  of  the  Whole  to- 
norruw. 

A  iiiaawf  Cron  the  Senate  iBfoimcd  the 


Hoase  that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill,  eniitled 
''An  act  auihoriiiag  the  tale  of  a  tract  of  land  in 
the  town  of  nineinnaii,  and  State  of  Ohio;"  and 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  nidking  proviBioa  for 
the  campenaaiioB  of  wiineKsea  who  attended  the 
trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Samuel  Chaac;"  to 
which  ihpy  desire  ihe  coDcnrreoee  ofthia  HotMb 

Tbe  hill  lent  from  tbe  Seaaie,  entitled  "Aa  act 
anihorixiog  the  sale  of  b  tract  of  land  in  tbe  lowm 
of  Cincinnati,  and  State  of  Ohio,"  was  read  twice 
and  referred  lo  tbe  Committee  on  the  PuUfe 
Undi. 

The  bfll  aent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Aa  aet 
making  provision  for  the  compensation  of  wit- 
nesses who  aiiended  the  trial  of  tbe  impeachment 
ofSamut^  Chase,"  was  read  twice  aoa  commit- 
ted to  the  Commiiiee  of  ihe  Whole  to  wbom 
was  committed,  on  the  fifth  insiani,  tbe  bill  mak- 
ing BD  appropriation  fur  the  paymtfoi  of  the  wit- 
nesses, and  other  expeoiei,  on  the  impeaebiaeat 
of  Samuel  Chase. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretarf  of  the  Trtaanrr 
cause  10  be  printed  for  the  use  of  tbe  members  of 
both  Haases,  the  report  10  be  made  to  this  House, 
io  pursaance  of  tbe  several  resolutions  of  ihe 
House,  passed  on  the  third,  fifth,  and  sereBth  dajra 
of  the  pteaeni  month. 

DRAWBACK. 

Tha  Hooae  took  up  tha  unfinished  bttsineas  of 
jresterday,  being  the  report  of  a  Commiitee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  strike  out  tbe  2d,  3d  and  4th  tec- 
tioDs  of  the  bill  to  extend  (he  time  fi^r  taking  ihe 
oBih,  and  giving  bond  in  cases  of  drawback,  aoi 
for  other  purptnes.    The  sections  are  as  fallows ; 

••au.».Aiidiea/i4riHtrenattei,  That  tha  8«>- 
Totary  of  the  Tiaasurj  ba,  and  he  heiebj  is,  aothrr- 
ized  sad  eoipowgred  to  extend  the  benefit  of  diavback, 
in  cuei  which  ba>e  happened  since  the  passage  of  Iha 
act  of  the  aeeond  day  of  March,  in  the  jeat  oi»a  ihea- 
■and  ieveo  bundred  and  niaety-niae,  entitled  "An  act 
to  regulate  tbe  collection  of  dntiea  on  inports  and  ton* 
nege,"  where  the  peisona  claiming  aucQ  benefit  haw 
ociitted  to  take  the  ostb  and  gin  bond  wiihin  Iba  (en 
dajia  pieaeilbad  by  law :  Provided,  The  Secretary  of 
the  TMeanry  shall  be  Mttsfled  that  anch  omission  wta 
eaoaad  by  noavoidabta  accident,  and  that  no  fraud  waa 
inteoded  thardn  to  ba  eoEamined  against  the  revenna 
laws  of  the  Umted  Suies.  Arid,  previded  abo.  Thai 
■atisfactoiy  pioof  shall  be  exhibited  to  him  that  the 
goods,  wares,  aad  aarchandise,  oa  which  ^le  drawhad 
ie  daimed,  hsTe  been  kndad  withoat  the  hmlta  of  tha 
United  Buie*. 

"SMc.S.Andbeitfiirtierenatttd,  Thit,beftne  t» 
lief  shall  be  graalad  by  tha  Beereluy  of  the  Ti«asai7 
aa  aforesaid,  the  person  or  persons  spplying  Ibr  tM 
same  shall  take  the  oath  and  give  bond,  io  like  maonei 
aa  ia  aow  required  liy  Isw. 

"810.4.  And bt tl further  enaeied.  That  nattiBg 
ia  this  ad  conta'ned  shall  ba  ooostnied  to  extend  Ihe 
allairaitoe  of  dtmwback  Upon  any  goods,  ware*,  and 
merchandiaa,  which  have  been  beretolbre  exported  lo 
New  Otlaans,  and  npon  which  tha  drawback  may  r^ 
maio,  at  t^"  time,  uopaiiL" 

On  concurring  in  thia  report  a  leogihy  debet* 
ensued.  Me>ara,  Jobb  C.  Sarra,  Jaokbon,  Bbd- 
uiasB,  Bad  HoLi.aitD,  npofce  la  faror  of  eoiK«^ 
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rioK;  ind  Meur*.  Leib.  CRowniitsDrELD,  Nbw- 
TON.  Broom,  J.  Clat,  *nd  Elmer.  aj[ainRi  eon 
enrrinsifl  ihe  report.  Whrn  ihe  quPHtion  wrk 
ukrn  by  yru  •nd  aay.  on  coD«urrence,  ind  car- 
tikP — yeis  71.  Days  45.  aa  fullows: 

Till — Willii  Ahton.jr.,  Intac  Andeiwm,  Bufwell 
BuMtt,  QpoTge  M.  Bcdinger,  Bilu  Bctton,  Bamabu 
BidwBll,  Willitm  Blicklrdge,  Robert  Brown,  John 
Bojte,  Joarpti  Bnrin,  William  Buller,  Loi  CaacT. 
JobD  Vhandler,  Marlio  ChiltcDdcD,  CbriatophmCIarV, 
Mattbaw  Clay,  FrBilenrk  Conrad,  SamacI  W.  Dana, 
John  Dannport,  jf ..  WilliBm  Diekum,  Eliii  Earle, 
Jamca  BUtot,  Caleb  Eltia,  WUriam  Elj,  John  W,  Eppn, 
Jamea  M.  Garnctt,  Chartei  Goldibarough,  Prteiaou 
Ooodwjn,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  Hamil- 
ton, Williim  Relma,  Imatrt  Holland,  David  Holnin, 
John  O.  Jafkion,  Tbomaa  Kenan,  Nehemiih  Knight, 
Joaeph  L«wit,jr.,  Dunrait  Mc  Pari  and,  Patrick  Magru- 
der,  Daiid  Meriwelher,  Thomaa  Moorf,  John  Morrow, 
Gideon  Olio,  Timotby  Pitkin,  jr..  John  Rca  uf  Prnniyl- 
vania.  Jobn  Bbea  of  Tcnnnaee.  Peter  Bailly.  Tbomaa 
Sammoni,  Tbomaa  Bandionl.  Martin  G.  Schnnrinan, 
JatDca  Bloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  amith,  Jobn 
Saiilh.  HcDry_  Bouthard,  Thomai  Snaldlng,  Rirhard 


Killian  K.  Van  BcnaaeUrr,  Joarpb  B.  Vai 
Wadaworth,   Robrrt  Wbittbill,   David  R.  Williaaii 
Alexander  WUun,  Ricbard  Winn,  and  Joaeph  Wii 

NAia— Johti  Arrber,  David  Bard.  JoMph  Barker, 
PhaDDcl  Biabop,  John  Blake,  jr.,  James  M.  Broom, 
John  Claibormi,  Onbard  Cook,  Jarob  Crown inafaield, 
Birhard  Cntta,  Ena  Daibj,  P«tcT  Early,  EhcncMr 
Elmer,  William  Findlej,  Jamea  Fiik,  laaiah  L.  Green, 
aiaa  Halaej.  Selb  Haalinga.  Michael  I«ib,  Henry  W. 
LivingalMi,  Matthew  Lynn,  Robert  Marion.  Joaiab 
Maalen,  Willum  McCreery,  Nicbolta  R,  Moore,  Jere- 
Miah  MoTtDW,  Gordon  S.  Mumford.  Jeremiah  Nelaon, 
Tbomaa  Newton,  jr.,  Joaeuh  H.  Nirholaon,  Jobn  Pngb, 
loath  Qainey,  Tbomaa  H.  Bandolph,  Jaeoh  Richarda. 
John  Ruaaell,  O'Biirn  Smitli,  Bamuel  Smith,  Joaepb 
atanlon,  Sannel  Taggart,  Philip  Van  CortUndt, 
Daniel  C.  Verfdanck,  Jobn  Wbltebill.  Marmaduke 
Wiltiama,  Nathan  Williatna,  and  Tbomaa  Wynna. 

Mr.  S.  B«NDOLra  xaid  be  had  &  report  to  make 
which,  accttrdiDg  to  the  rulea  of  the  Houae,  re- 
qaired  tbe  galleriM  lo  be  clnred.  They  vnn 
Bccordingly  clearnl  for  ■  few  minute*)  wheo  ike 
Booae  aJjouroed. 

WcDitEBDjiT,  Pebniary  IS. 

Mr.  Greoo,  from  ihe  Commitiee  on  the  Public 
fianda,  to  wboD)  wax  referred,  od  the  elevenih  i 
aiani,  the  bill  aeDi  from  the  Senate,  emitled  "  A 
set  aothorizing  ibe  aale  of  a  traci  of  land  in  li 
town  of  CJncinDati.and  State  of  Ohio,  reporiml 
the  Houae  their  agreemeat  to  the  same,  witboat 
un'odmenl. 

Ordettd.  That  the  laid  bill  be  rt^nmmitied  to 
aCiiiDmitteenfthe  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

'Hr.  P.  R.  Thompson  reported  a  bill  naihoriz- 
fal^tbe  er^iioD  of  a  hridiie  acrom  the  Puloinac 
within  Ihe  Diiitrict  of  Cultimhia  ;  which  waa  re 
farred  tna<:onimrrteeof  the  Whole  on  Friday. 

Mr.  HaoRDDER  prraeoied  a  priition  from  atin- 
iif  ialubituia  of  aeorgetoWB,  ptayiDg  that  if 


Congreaf  delerminp  ti 

bridge  acroaa  the  Potomac,  it  may  be  it  a  point 

BbiiT«  Qeurgetowii<— Referred  to  the  aatne  Cum- 

miitee. 

LIMITS  OP  GEORGIA. 
Mr.  SpALDiKO,  from  the  commiiice  to  whom 
waa  referred,  oo  the  tbiriernth  ultimo,  ibe  memo- 
rial of  the  LeEi>Uiure  of  the  State  of  Q«orgia, 
made  a  report  tuereon,  which  was  read,  aa  foUowa : 
Tbe  eoMmittee  to  whom  waa  reftiTed  the  memoiial  of 
the  Lagialatnre  of  tbe  Stat*  of  Oeoi(ia,  Ttmpme&af 
diaputeil  limiU  between  that  State  and  the  Stale  a( 
North  Carolina,  baving  taken  into  consiileratton  the 
roatlcroftheai"  '    '    ' 


former  rrporla  made  to  Ihia  Honaa  afibrd,  beg-  have 

to  aubmit  the  Ibllowing  report : 

Between  the  latitnde  of  8S  degrees  north,  which  ta 
Ihe  Bouthem  boundary  claimed  by  North  Carolina,  and 
the  irorthMn  boundary  of  Georgia,  a*  aettled  fay  a  ron- 
vention  between  that  State  and  Bonth  Carolina,  inter- 
venea  a  tract  of  country  anpyeaaJ  to  be  about  twelve 
milei  wide,  from  north  loaonth,  and  extending  in  length 
from  tbe  weatem  bosndaiy  of  Oeiwgia,  at  Nicajack,  on 
tbe  Tenneaace,  to  her  northeaalern  limila,  on  ths  Tn- 
gaio.  Tbii  tract  waa  conHqaenll;  witUn  the  Kmits  of 
8outh<'aroltn*.aDd  in  tbe  year  1787  it  was  ceded  to  the 
United  Stalea,  who  accepted  tbe  ceaaion.  Thia  (arri- 
tory  remained  in  pnaaraaion  of  tbe  Utiilad  Stales  until 
1803,  when  itwas  railed  to  tbe  Stateof  Georgia.  Prom 
tbe  moat  correct  intbrmation  relative  to  Ihe  aaid  tarrt- 
tory,  it  appeara  that  it  is  inhabited  by  about  BOO  aoula, 
and  (to  sdoiit  the  worda  of  a  (brmer  report)  it  is  not 
■bown  at  what  period  they  made  the  aettlemeat,  nor 
bad  they  any  title  to  tbe  land  on  which  they  actded 
■nd  made  improtemenla.  No  auch  title  indeed  could 
have  been  created,  aa  tboae  landa  remained  (rithin  the 
boundary  of  the  Cherokeea  until  tbe  year  1798,  when 
■  pirt  of  thia  terriloiy  vraa  pnrchued  by  a  tiea^  held 
at  Tallico.  It  doea  not  appear  that  tbe  lines  that  bound 
tbe  tract  of  land  ia  question,  and  divide  it  from  Caro- 
lina, have  ever  been  eslabliihed  by  puUic  authority. 

After  the  tnnafar  of  thia  territory  t^  the  United  Stats* 
to  Georgia,  tbe  Legislatate  of  that  Giate,  in  conptiBBoe 
with  tbe  eameat  reijueat  of  tboae  acIFfovemed  pe^e, 
praying  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  participale  in  the 
civil  rights  enjoyed  in  eoBmoD  by  the  people  of  the 
United  Sutes,  pasaed  an  act  in  the  year  IMS  to  ta- 
ganiie  the  inhabited  part  of  the  XemUtry,  snd  lo  fam 
it  inl«aoaiiiity,atitlioriiing,at  tba  sane  time,  Ibe  G«*- 
amor  to  ai^int  cooimiBaiiinen,  to  meet  auch  eeaami*' 
aktnera  ae  ahonld  be  appointed  by  tbe  Uuvenuoent  of 
North  Carolina,  to  aacerlain  and  plainly  mark  Ibe  line 
dividing  this  territoir  from  North  CaroKna.  The  tiov' 
emor  of  North  Carolina  expressed  a  readioeaa  to  aeced* 
to  the  propoaitioD,  under  ths  praviaiona  of  a  former  act 
of  the  Legitlaturaof  that  State,  but  clogged  with  a  csn- 
dltioD  which  the  Legislature  oF  North  Caroliaa  refuaed 
to  depart  from,  and  wbich  the  Legialatare  of  Georgia 
refused  lo  accede  to.  Her  reason  may  be  (bund  in  a 
letter  from  General  Pickens,  of  the  Bute  of  Booth  Cai^ 
olina.  attached  to  a  repnrt  made  lo  the  House  re^ieet- 
ing  that  territory  while  the  property  of  the  United  filatca. 
The  letter  stales,  that  before  Uie  people  inhabiting  that 
territory  settled  on  tbe  lands,  it  waa  aurveyed,  and  granta 
obtained  for  moat  part  of  it  from  tbe  Btata  of  Noitli 
Carolina,  and  probably  by  mem  who  cared  liUlB  wh*- 
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•f  Santli  Carolin*.  Yoar  committM  concelTa  lh*t  thaj 
liava  «•  rigbt  to  sntar  ioto  the  fatlmgi  of  aither  or  ibr 
partus,  or  to  pronounra  opan  the  jiutics  of  the  cooili- 
ti«n  mad*  b;  N«rtli  Uarolina  on  the  one  part,  or  its 
Injection  b;  Gvmpa  on  the  otlMr,  and  haie  therafora 
conflneil  Ibaii  alUBtion  to  that  part  of  tha  meoxinal 
whidi  calla  upon  CoDgrea*  to  define  and  mwlt  out  tka 
lUrty-fiftlt  dagree  oT  latitude— the  line  which  NorUi 
Carolina  adnita  to  bound  her  State — open  the  south 
and  north  of  which  Gaoigia  I'an  hi*e  no  claiin  of  ter- 
lilorj.  Yoar  Mmmittee,  ttlat  gi>ing  to  ttaii  point  the 
nott  driibaraia  ooosidaratiwirBre  »(  opinioo  that  the 
UniUd  State*  ara  bound,  in  good  faith,  to  use  thafr 
JHendlf  offices  with  the  State  «f  North  CaioUna  Ibr 
'Obtaininf  an  amicabto  adjntUnent  of  tbe  limila  of  the 
lanitory,  which  th^  have  lian*fcrr«d  to  Qaoigia,  in  all 
parts  wber*.  loeh  limhs  maj  be  disputed. 

Tour  csmuittae,  tbeMfcre,  beg  leaTS  to  offer  the  fU- 
lowing  restlDtion : 

Beiokied,  That  the  Preaidant  of  the  United  Statea 
be  aathoriied  to  appoint  m  commisaionar,  to  meet  aaA 
oontBiiBiiiNient  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Stales  of 
Korlb  Canlins  and  Oeori-iB,  for  the  parpose  of  aaew- 
taining  and  running  the  line  irtiicb  dt*idea  tile  tairi- 
ttrrj  trsnaitrTed  bj  the  United  States  te  Oeorgia,  Uota 
Kaittk  Caiolina. 

The  report  ma  rnd, and  rrfarrfil  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  Houae  od  Friday  next. 
DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  Smilib  submiUeJ  ibe  rollowing  reaolationi: 

"  Rttolvtd,  That  it  H  expedient  for  Congreas  to  la- 
cede  to  the  State  of  Maryland  the  jariadiBlion  of  that 
part  of  the  Teiritory  of  Columbia  which  nai  cedsd  to 
tbe  United  Sutea  by  the  said  Sute  of  Maryland,  by  an 
act  passed  the  nineteenth  day  of  Dsceaber,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  se*en  hundred  and  ninetyone,  entitled 
'  An  act  concerning  tbe  Territory  of  Columbia  and  the 
City  of  Washington.'  prorided  the  said  Stale  of  Ma- 
lyland  shall  consent  and  agree  thereto. 

**  Baohtd,  That  it  is  expedient  for  CoDgrcas  to  re- 
cede to  the  Stale  of  Virginia  the  jurisdiction  of  thst 
part  of  tbe  Territory  of  Columbia  which  ws*  ceded  to 
the  United  Stales  by  Ibe  eaid  Slate  of  Virginia,  by  an 
act  passed  the  thin)  day  of  December,  In  the  year  one 
thonsand  ssren  hundred  and  ei^ty-nine,  entitled  '  An 
act  far  the  cesaioa  of  ten  miles  square,  or  any  leaser 
'quantity  of  tenritmy,  within  this  EKate,  to  the  United 
Statea,  in  Congress  ssaeatbled,  for  Ibe  parmanent  seat 
-of  the  General  OoTernmentr'  proirided  the  eaid  State 
of  Virgiais  shall  consent  and  agree  thereto." 

Mr.  SuiLiB  stated  he  had  two  obrecti  in  view 
in  offerJDg  itwse  resulutioo^.  Tbe  lirsi  was.  thai 
Congress  mi^bi  be  diTested  of  that  muliipticiiy  of 
bnsiueas  which  aruse  from  the  RJiuaiioa  of  the 
4erriM>rr,  which  would  iDcrease  wjih  the  growth 
of  populaiioD  and  ihe  pro^reiiB  of  soeieiy.  Tbe 
-other  reason  waKaiillraoreioiporianl.  Hewiiihed 
to  see  Ibe  people  of  the  Diiirici  restored  to  their 
noliiiefll  rights,  ihe  deprivation  of  which  was  to 
nim  H  matter  of  creai  r«grrt,aad  which  cuuld  not 
be  remedied  uatH  there  was  a  decided  change  in 
their  iiiiuatioa.  Alluding  to  the  apprehtnsiuo  of 
the  infaabitaois  thai  [hi»  meaiure  was  connected 
with  a  remoral  of  the  seat  of  Qureroraeiil,  be 
declared  ihai  this  was  Bot  his  object;  be,  on  ihe 
>eouIrary,  beliered  the  mea»are  wutild  be  highly 
benefieUil  to  the  City  of  WaahingiuD. 


Oq  cDQsidering  the  revolutioni,  ihe  Houae  di- 
vidfd— 4ye9  43,  nues  3tl. 

Mr.  8HiLiBm<iyedareferenefeofthem  toaConi* 
miiiee  of  ihe  Whole  on  the  Grst  d^y  of  Msrcb. 

Mr.  Lbwib  muTed  their  postponemeoi  indefi- 

Mf.  Lyon  hoped  an  tmmedjBte  deeisioa  wonU 
be  had  upon  them. 

Mr.  Sldah  hoped  some  lime  wonid  be  allowel 
preTious  la  iheir  decision. 

The  Houne  detcrmioed  to  refer  them  to  a  Coin- 
mlitee  of  the  Whole — ayes  66. 

Mr.  Conrad  mored  their  being  made  tbe  order 
for  tbe  flrst  Monday  in  August;  which  moijos 
iraa  dina^reed  to — ayes  44,  noea  56. 

Then  on  the  firai  Moaday  of  Mav.  LoaH- 
aye*  30. 

Mr.  NicBotJion  mored  Moaday  next.  He  said 
there  was  much  impnriaot  bu.iiDFsa  relaiire  to  lbs 
territory  before  the  House,  and  if  the  propoeiiiona 
of  retrocession  were  permiited  lo  remain  unacted 
OB,  they  wotild  supersede  all  Btleniioo  to  Ihe  uiber 

Mr.  Snilie  aeqatewtng  in  making  the  reaoln- 
tiona  the  order  for  Monday  next,  the  Hoasa  ab 
determined  without  division. 

BRITISB  AOORESSIOna 
Hi. Sloan.— Mr. Speaker:  I  iruei  [ameorreet, 
first,  in  saying  that  the  Rep resenta live*  of  tha 
people,  in  CiHigrese  asaf mhleJ,  are  the  only  irtbo- 
nal  to  whom  iheycan  look  fur  redress  of  aaiiooal 
grieraooes  and  proieeiioo  in  their  national  rigbu| 
and  secondly,  that  eyery  int-mber,  *a  a  eoniiwneDt 
part  of  the  Naiiaiiaj  Legislature,  has  a  right  to  ii^ 
iToduee  resolutions  in  sueb  form  as  he  may  think 
best  calculated  10  redress  enisling  ^rieyancea,  or 
secure  them  rmm  future  insuli  and  injury. 

Notwithstanding  sereral  reaoluiiooa  haye  been 
laid  on  the  table  respectiog  the  impressment  of 
oar  leameo  bv  tbe  commanders  of  British  armed 
vessels,  and  their  depredaiii.ns  oo  onr  commere^ 
I  have  leea  oune  which  1  consider  fully  adequata 
to  the  purpose  jnroposed,  or  couched  in  that  Grim 
and  decisive  language  that  I  ouoceive  the  aaints 
of  thecase  requires.  Under  this  impression,  [  be^ 
leave  to  offer  a  resoluiion ;  and.  previous  thereio^ 
ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  ofiei  a  feir 

Are  not  the  people  calling  on  na  from  atmoat 
every  part  of  Ihe  Union  I  Previous  lo  my  leayiny 
borne  to  aitend  this  sesaion,  I  expected  ibe  in^ 
prei«meDtuf  our  seamen  by  British  armed  yeuel% 
and  their  depredations  on  our  commerce,  would 
have  been  taken  ud;  but,  to  my  aslunishraent, 
more  than  ten  weeta  have  elapsed,  and  we  nta 
only  preparing  to  discusa  this  impurcani  suhJecL 
Is  thiijaivingimmedlaieBtlention  to  tbesufferinga 
of  our  conntiluenlsT  But  what  astonishes  m* 
kIiU  mure  is,  ihat  by  cuoyervalioo  I  have  bad 
wiih  some  members,  tliey  appear  yet  unprepared 
In  do  Hayt)iing  decixive. 

One  membrr,  (Mr.  Nicbolbon)  who  offereds 
resuluiiun  two  days  past,  ubjecieil  lo  a  former  re^ 
ulution  offered  by  agentleHian  rrom  Peniia|lvnni^ 
(Alt.  Qmswt,)  itoat  an  (ppreheaMoa  (jhai  u-w«uld 
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injure  our  re r en ue 95,000,000.  rHer«  Mr.  Nicb- 
OLaon  FXpIaioeit.  imiiDg  that  be  had  only  Mid 
that  il  would  affeft  it  lo  tbai  amoum.}  Aaoiher 
tuember,  fiom  MaMicbnietis,  (Mr.  CrowhiN' 
anuLD,)  well  acquaiDicd  wiib  luereaDiile  buti- 
iifn>.  Kuppused  it  would  DDt  injure  il  mora  ibio 
§1,000,000. 

But  1  hope, Mr.  Spraker^  (hat  howvvcr  pinaing 
iltuaf  ba  loaeeour  debt dimiDUbin^  and  our kt- 
•nneiDCieaxiDgiibe  fear  ofdimiaaiionof  rerenae 
will  nerer  deter  ibe  CoDCreu  of  the  Uoiled  Scaiea 
from  RUpporiiog  their  natianal  rigbcs.  I  hope  we 
■ball  not  ibriDk  from  a  temporary  avil,  to  procure 
a  great  aod  permauvDl  benefit. 

Id  bearing  ibe  coovcrMiian  of  some  member* 
•at  ai  doon,  and  obaerriag  the  delay  that  hax 
taken  place  in  the  Hou«e,  tliii  query  ii  extorted 
ftom  me:  Where  ii  ibe  spmt  that  acioaied  the 
Doble  patriot*  of  8eTeniy-iii,  at  (he  ri*k  of  life,  to 
mpoie  the  uDJuii  afKroaions  of  Qreat  Britain  1 
Baa  it  Bed  from  our  land,  or  ti  it  only  iteepinel 
I  bopa  the  latter ;  and  that  i(  may  9|taedily  awaka, 
lefrenhed  and  infigorated  by  its  long  nap. 

Bat,  perhapn.  lome  may  conolude  that  I  wiah  to 
iavnlie  tbe  United  Buieaio  war.  God  forbid  I 
J  want  10  prevent  war  wilh  thoM  boirid  engines 
made  to  deiitrojr  (he  human  i^ien.  I  want  to 
prevent  il  br  doing  to  all  nations  a«  we  would 
tbey  should  an  unto  tu.  Are  we  ao  daing  whilst 
we  permit  cae  of  the  belligerent  Powera  to  im- 
prea*  and  keep  on  board  her  TeaaeU  of  war  ibree 
tbouiand  of  our  leameo,  lo  amiat  in  fighiing  ber 
Wttiea  with  other  belligemi  Powers  in  amity  and 

Sec  with  Bi  t  1  want  the  United  Btatea  to  treat 
!at  Bfiiain  aa  they  would  treat  aa  iDdiWdaal, 
Wbo.  in  his  dealings,  bad  evidently  beea  unjust ; 
kaak  off  all  intereonne  until  reparation  is  made 
for  past  injuriei^  and  iweurityffireii  that  they  sball 
•ot  De  repealed  in  future.  Tnis  line  of  condoci, 
i  eoneaiTe,  instead  of  producing  war,  would  be 
the  most  eertain  means  of  securing  a  permanent 
and  laHiDg  peace.  In  the  present  state  of  Europe, 
eaa  Orea(  Briuin  do  without  otfr  trade  1  CerUin- 
ly  she  cannot.  It  is  probable  (bat  BoDapar(e  bail, 
V*  this  time,  prohi bated  her  trade  with  a  eonsid 
amble  part  of  Borope.  Tboa  eireumstauoed — 
tiembling  for  ber  very  existence— If  we  make  a 
firm,  determined  demand  for  teparati«n  of  dam- 
ages, my  opinion  is  ihat  she  dare  not,  that  aha  eaa- 
Bot,  or  will  not  refiiae. 

I  will  not  detain  tbe  House,  a(  this  time,  wirii  a 
nore  deiailed  inTeatigsdon  of  the  subJF(:(;  but, 
biowiDgit  lobe  ibe  desire  of  many  of  oar  coastit- 
vents,  and  hoping  that,  upon  a  full  examinBlioii,  ii 
will  be  the  deierminxion  of  (bis  House  to  ■<lop( 
firm  and  deciiire  measures  fur  ihe  purpose  of  ob- 
laiuing  redress  for  injuries  sustained,  and  lo  pre- 
vent (be  like  ID  future,  t  offer  (he  fallowing  rcjotu- 
tion,  hoping  tbe  House  will  commit  it  to  a  Cam- 
niitre  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  slate  of  (he  Union  : 

Wheraia  th«  commanders  gf  British  armed  (csseli 
bave  impreased  msnj  American  wamen,  and  compelled 
Aen  to  b«n  unn  on  board  said  Tcaaeli,  and  Ufist  in 
l^bllng  theii  tnttlss  with  ael&one  is  amity  and  poMe 
With  (ba  Uoiied  State* ;  and,  also,  hrongbt  in(a  British 
yarta  lar  adjudisatlon,  aaaj  msTLhant  vaaseta  aaiiiiic 


under  the  fl(f.  and  owned  hy  dliieDS  of  the  said  Vta-         ! 
led  8tstai,  wbere  somfl  lute  bsen  •  long  tim*  anjnstljf 
datained,  and  otbar*.  eoodemnad,  eontrmry  Is  jostiae  I 

and  tbe  law  of  aatiOD* :    For  remedy  wberas^ 

AasaJMri.  That  in  caw  the  Oovamn^  of  Oitat  | 

Britain  (hall  iMtlsct,  nr  reAfaa,  £>r mMlhs,tom- 

•tan  all  Anecican  saaman,  intpreaaad  aad  dstaiiwd  sa  I 

aforaaaid,  and  also  diacbarge  afl  Amasieaa  vossla.  da- 
lainsd  contraty  tutbe  taw.of  naiieaa,  wakiiif  compea-         ' 
•ation  for  Uw  loas  aaalainad  by  snth  detontiBB,  a>d 
aba,  for  Ifaaa*  caDdamoad  as  ptiaa*;  all  trade  aad  ia-  j 

taranraa  ahall  tbeaeafei lb  eaaae,  aad  br  pfohibilad  b*- 
Iwea  lliaae  Dniled  Slalaa  aad  Great  BritaiB  aad  ib  I 

dtpendeaciM,  antil  aqaitaUe  arraaseasenta  riid  ha 

made  betweon  the  twa  " '"^  '    "    "' 

a  ratiua  ar  compensal 
sailed  and  eODdamned; 
Amaicaii  aaamen  (o  libeity  and  iMr  aoonliy.  Pra- 
Tided  also,  that  upon  such  arrangementa  baiag  mtiit, 
tba  Praasdsat  of  the  United  Stalsa  shd  bava  pawer, 
by  pioelamatioa,  to  opMt  liada  and  camming  apoa 
the  psbxipla  of  sadh  aqnttable  anangwneMts  tswsna 
Iha  istd   bolted  Sttfaa  and  Great  Britain  and  hw 


Tbia  resohitloB  was  Immedialeir  considered, 
and  committed  to  a  Coiamitiee  nl  the  Whole 
OB  Iks  tiaie  of  tbe  Union. 

POET  or  PHILADEUBIA. 

On  the  mution  of  Mr.  J.  Clav  the  House  re- 
solved iiseir  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  hilt  deelirrtng  the  eonseni  of  CoogrMi  lo  an 
act  of  (be  B(a(e  of  Pen^ylvania  eniiiled  "An 
act  to  empower  the  Board  of  Wardens  for  ibe-  | 

pDr(  of  Philadelphia  lo  collect  a  certain  duty  on 
lonnage,  for  the  purposes  therein  meuiiooed." 

[This  bill  authorizes  (he  imposition  of  four  cent* 
a  ton  on  all  Tesselscleirinfcoutof  the  pan  of  Phil- 
adelphia, for  to^  foreign  port,  lo  be  expended  itt 
building  piers  id,  and  otberwiw  imptoTing  the 
navigadoo  of  tbe  Delaware/] 

On  ibis  hill,  a  debate  of  coDatderaUe  length 
arose;  Meaare.  J.  Cur,  FiaDi.ET, Lara, and  Manr 
ION  aupporiing.  and  Mesirs.  J.  C.  Bmttb,  Caowa- 
laaBiBLD,  Q,DiNOT,  BDd  Elt  oppocing  it. 

It  was  apposed  oh  two  gruanda — en  tba  mnad 
of  anronsiiiutionaliiy  andioexpediencf.  On  the- 
furtoer  gronnd,  il  was  contended  that  tbe  impo- 
aitioD  of  tbe  proposed  duly  was  inhibited  by  (hat 
prorixion  of  Ihe  ConsiiiuiJon  which  prescribes 
that, ''no  preference  shall  be  given  by  anyrenla- 
'  lion  of  commerce,  or  revenue,  to  tbe  purls  at  one 
'  State  over  ihose  i.f  another ;"  that  the  object  of 
tbe  bill  was,  lo  lay  a  special  lax  for  the  vsclvsive 
benefit  of  tbe  pun  of  Philadelphia — which  would 
be  giving  s  prelerence  to  tbal  port  over  tbe  ntbet 
porta  in  the  United  Biale*  }  thai  instead  of  dntng 
ibis,  in  ca^  the  oavifarion  of  the  Delaware  re- 
quired improveiDeni,  which  wis  feasible,  the  bet- 
ter way  would  be,  lo  draw  a  aam  for  ibis  purpow 
frnm  ifae  gpnerai  Treasury.  Il  was,  howeverr 
contended  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  make  aay 
provision  whaiever  fur  ibis  purpose,  aa  it  was  rx- 
irrmely  donbiful  whether  the  object  con  I  em  plated' 
was  praclicBlile,  and  as  the  navigation  of  the  Del* 
aware  was  much  belter  iban  that  of  ruany  other 
itreains  on  wbicb  other  porta  wtaa  sitaatad,  wbicbr 
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eoDM^aenUy,  Iwd  higher  cimims  on  ibeaid  crfCan- 
gm*.  It  wasfurtbersutfd.thatthecoDieraplited 
Solf  would  dpprair.  not  mrreljr  od  veiMla  bvlong- 
ing  10  ibe  port  of  Pbiladrlphia,  but  likewise  od 
forrigD  vesseU  roierin^  ibereio  ;  aod  tbai  it  was 
unjust  to  derive  reTeoae  Trom  thetn  for  tbe  aoeom- 
pliEhment  of  objects  o(  a  local  Mature. 

ThoadvocAtrtor  ibe  bill  oOBiesiDed  tbatit  was 
•Iricily  Co.  slituliODal,  in  proof  of  wbicb,  ifa 
appealed  to  tkat  paM  of  the  CoDsliiutton  wbi 
H|'*>  t'>"i  ""o  State  thaJt,  witbottt  tbo  eonsenl 
of  Cotgreas,  lay  Bor  daiy  of  tonnage ;"  which 
pTovisiuB  exacily  met  the  prcieot  eaw.  Ai  to  the 
CODMiiuiioiMl  proTiiios  quoted  on  the  other  aide, 
they  obwTToJ  that  it  wa>  imly  made  with  the  riew 
of  pieveQtJDf;  the  adopligo  of  partial  ngulaliona 
ol  trade  or  rerenue,  or  the  eitabliibmrnt  of  free 
poits.  Tbf  y  quoted  several  preeedealB,  by  wbich 
H  appeared,  (hat  ia  Mveral  tDMancea,  a  lik«  ktt- 
tkoTUy  with  tbat  in  the  bill  had  been  given,  and 
in  aomecaim  without  aay  litDitaiimof  time.  On 
the  gronad  of  eipedieacy,  tbcf  reprcarnted  the 
lUTigation  of  tbeDalawareasurioutlyobtirueTed 
by  a  alMal,  which  wai  orery  ^ar  tncreaaiag,  at>d 
Whioh  aiighL  nojeu  meaaurea  were  lakra,  operate 
al  anuM  future  period  to  the  dcatnictioa  of  the 
navigation.  Tbetaxasked,  would  bepaid  exclu- 
aively  by  veueli  tradioc  from  ibe  port  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  ought  aot,  inetefotc,  to  be  opposed  by 
tboae  whone  iniereats  *cfe  not  in  the  leait  impli- 
cated. It  was  added,  that  it  was  aunnge  ibai, 
white  icarcely  a  year  passed  witltout  large  appro- 
pTiationi  being  nmde  from  the  geoerai  Treasury 
lov  the  erection  of  Ugbt-hoiiaes  in  Tariooi  pans  of 
Ibe  United  Stain,  the  request  of  the  merchaBis 
of  Philadelphia  to  be  anthw iaed  to  (Dbieet  thea- 
aelTtti  to  a  tax  for  tke  impranroent  of  iba  navi- 
gation of  the  only  port  in  Pannaylvaaia  shotild  be 


oppoaetf. 
The  qn 


rhe  qtHBtion  waa  then  pm  ua  Mr.  Cnownnf- 
bvibld'b  lantion  to  airike  out  the  l»t  sceiiaD, 
which  was  negatived — yeas  27. 

Mr.  CaowHiiiaKiiLo  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
ao  aa  In  ooiiGne  ibe  duty  to  vmmIb  belongiog  to 
the  Dori  of  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  CBOWNinaBTCLD  spoke  in  favor  of,  and 
Menra.  J.  Clat,  Sloak,  CoMBaD,  and  Elmer, 
BgatnutthiaaiBendmcnt,  which  waa disagreed  to — 
yeaa  12. 

Mr.  CBOwniitBBiBLo  offered  an  amendment, 
Itmiti^  the  duration  of  the  bill  to  three,  utiitead 
of  levea  years. 

Heara.'CBO«itiNniiBi.D.  SocTH&mD,  and  Elt, 
supported ;  and  Messrs.  J.  Ci.Ay,LBiB,BBd  Sloan, 
opposed  it;  when  the  qaestion  was  pot,  and  the 


ed  the  bill  to  be  cngroaaed  for*  third  reading  to- 


THDBBnAv,  February  13. 

Mr.  GooDwYN.  one  of  the  members  from  Vir- 

pnia,  firesented  to  the  Huum  certain  retolutiuos 

of  ibe  lohabiiantauf  the  luwouf  Petenburg,  in  the 

BudSt»te,Mpie8sifS(^ their  o^Bum  of  the  preaent 


state  of  puhlic  aSiiint,  and  firoSWrii^  their  Itvn 
and  fortune*  in  tinpporl  of  the  pnblie  honor  and 
security,  and  ot  inch  meaiures  of  national  redreas 
and  retribution,  ax  Congress  may  deem  it  expedi- 
ent to  adopt ;  which  Were  read,  and  referred  to  ft 
CommitteeDfthe  Whole  on  the  staieoftbe  Union. 

An  engrossed  bill  declaring  iliecoDscniaf  Con- 
greM  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  en- 
titled "An  act  tn  empower  the  Board  of  Wardens- 
fur  the  port  of  Pbiladelpkia  to  collect  a  certala 
duty  on  tonnage,  for  the  purposes  ibeirin  mrti- 
lioi>fd."wa3  read  the  third  time,  and  passed— laos 
52,  nays  27. 

A  mesnagt  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  Hons« 
that  the  Senate  have  p*ved  the  bill,  eat i tied  "An 
act  for  altering  the  time  of  holdiag  the  circwit 
court  in  the  Biate  of  North  Carolina."  with  serf- 


The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  famend- 
meniB  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  said  biU: 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments,  togethiir 
with  the  bil^,  be  committed  to  Mr.  fioyLfc,Mh 
Stanfobo,  and  Mr.  Rnea  of  TennesiM, 
On  motion,  it  was 


letter  of  William  H.  Harrison,  a 
and  pelitioasoflhelndiaDa  Territory,  bedtseharged 
from  the  Ihrther  consideration  of  lo  roocb  ol  thote 
memoriats  and  petitTOns  as  relates  to  the  donation 
and  pre-emption  rights  and  the  Milt  Kprings  in  tb&t 
Territory ;  and  that  the  sane  b«  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Fabtic  Lands. 

The  hill  malting  extra  compensalioD  to  the  QoT- 
ernor,  Judges,  and  Secretary  of  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, allowing  eiich9300  for  compiling  a  eml« 
of  laws,  having  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  tO< 


The  bill  from  the  Senate,  makinj>,  in  addition 
nexpendc ' 
priation  of  11,000 a  year,  forGve  vears, for  the sap- 


)  the  unexpended  biUaces 


,  makinr,  in 

of  tl,S»,  a 


port  of  a  litwary,  was  read  a  third  tii 


eand  paaied 


PUBLIC  LANDa. 
Mr.  LATTiuoBEobserved,  tbat  in  addition  to  the 
variousobjectsembraced  by  several  peiiiiooa  which 
had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pstilic 
Lands,  relative  to  lands  in  the  Mininsippi  Terri- 
tory, there  were  others,  an  attention  to  which 
seemed  neeersary,  as  well  to  do  josiice  to  individ- 


iherefore,  thst  the  Mibject  might  andergo  a  proper 
in  vest  i  gat  lot),  he  begged  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolutioo: 

Renleed,  That  the  CommittM  on  Pnblic  Landa  S* 
instracted  to  inquire, 

Whether  it  tie  expedient  to  eonSrm  any  daime  lo 
lands  in  the  Misnuippi  Territoiy,  fonnded  upon  Spao- 
ish  wu-raats  or  onlen  of  larrey,  which  Were  not  in- 
babitnd  sod  cultiiatad  on  the  twenty^eventh  day  of 
October,  one  thooMnd  seraD  htmdied  and  ninet>-fl*t, 
agMMbly  to  the  fini  mAhu  of  iha  act,  entitled  "Aa 
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■ct  regulating  lh<  grant*  of  IidJ,  and  providing  for  the 
dupoaiJof  ihalaodiofths  United  State*  wntli  uf  the 
8u(s  of  TennCHM :" 

Wbethei  it  be  eipedient  to  repeal  to  mnch  or  the 
fint  Bection  of  the  said  act,  ai  preclude*  perwn*  undrr 
Ihe  age  of  toEnlj-one  jeara,  and  not  heula  of  families, 
trom  the  benefit*  of  the  prOTinun*  of  the  aection  aTore- 
Mld: 

Whether  it  be  eipediimtto  make  provUion,  bj  law, 
for  rnnbuning  pre-emption  claimants,  in  auch  bdids  a* 
the?  ma;  have  paid  to  the  United  Stale*,  in  die  event 
«f  their  being  evicted  of  the  [and*  for  which  mch  mims 
Buy  have  been  paid,  by  a  jadicial  dedaion  in  faior-of 
•aj  Brant  not  derived  from  the  United  Statea ; 

Wbelber  it  b*  expedient  to  inveat  the  CommiHionen 
wvt  of  Peul  d*«r  «ith  inch  eitenaive  eq«it«lde  jniia- 
'    m  to  guard,  on  the  one  hand. 


ought  to  be  madn  to  the  act  afore  mentioned ;  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  othatwite. 

The  resoiutinn  was  agreed  10. 

Hr.  O.  W.  CAMrBELL  obiieiVFd  that  a  law  had 
been  p«saed  the  laat  leesian  aulhorJzJDg  (he  Prra- 
ideattocaiue  the  land*  in  the  Territory  ofOrleaos 
to  be  survered.  The  object  of  this  .act  we*  to 
prepare  ibelaadiironutleaDd  letilemeDl.  Believ- 
IDgthHiaaeiilemeDt  of  that  territory  vuuld  i^reailjr 
contribute  to  it*  security  anil  nroaperiiy,  his  wi*b 
was  to  bring  the  subject  directly  before  ihe  Hotiie. 
Whatever  doubt*  may  be  enteriaioed  of  the  pro- 

Eriety  of  eneoBragios  ibe  seiileoieDt  of  Upper 
,oui*iaiia,  be  believed  no  difference ol  opinion m~ 
.  Uted  as  to  the  eipediency  of  fostering  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  by  citiaeo!!  of 
the  trailed  Btaies;  which  end  would  be  best  effect- 
ed by  opening  land  offices  for  the  sale  of  Isod* 
. therein. 

Mr.  Campbell  concluded  by  moving  the  fol- 
lowing reiolutioQ: 

Buohed,  That offices  be  eattblished  for  tbe 

■aje  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States  within 
theTeiTitoiy  of  Orieana. 

Referred  to  the  Commiitee  on  Public  Land*. 
BOCIETT  OF  HARMONY. 

Thr  House  wmt  into  a  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  received  from  the  Senate,  the  object  ol 
which  is  to  authorize  the  location  gf  a  quantity 
of  land  in  ibe  Indiana  Territory  by  Geoige  Rapp 
end  his  assDciateii,  thry  paying  two  dollar*  ihere- 
fbr.aodgiving  them  a  credit,  wiihool  the  paymeat 
of  inierent,  for  six  years,  when  ihey  are  lo  pay  one- 
fburih  of  the  parcbaiie  money,  and  (he  residue  in 
■ii  annusl  payments,  on  coaditiun  that,  agreeably 
lo  prescribed  term",  the  vine  shall  be  culiivaled. 

Mr.  McCheerv  Mated  that  OeorffC  Rapp  and 
bti  a  asocial  e%  amuuoling  to  aboui  3  OOO  persons, 
were  naliTi's  of  the  Electorate  uf  Wiiti-mburg; 
that  they  were  Lutherans,  who  had  fled  from  up- 
pres^ion  in  that  couoiry;  that  they  were  mostly 
enliivaiors  of  the  viue,  and  wished  an  exteoflion 
,of  the  uaual  timefur  payins  for  public  lauds,  they 


having  the  means  of  the  common  raympDt; 
they  wisht-d  iu  live  loeetber,  and  to  culiivate  iba 
ine  for  their  piiacipal  hupport,  for  their  prosper- 
:y,  and  for  tltc  good  uf  the  cumrauniiy,  la  intro- 
ducinji  its  culture  into  this  country. 

Mr.  Ely  obverved  that  the  bill  appeared  lagivB 

preference  in  ibe  sale  of  ifaa  publte  land*;  tbkt 
the  bill  was  presented  from  the  Senate  without 
the  Jucumenu  or  tesiimony  which  tnigbi  justify 
ihtsprefereBce;  he  therefore  moved  that  it  ahoulil 
be  eommiiTed  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Landa. 

Mr.  Grbog. — They  obtain  a  whole  townifaip  ot 
the  best  land  at  only  two  dollar*  per  acre,  and  it 
is  proposed  to  extend  to  them  an  DnoauBl  indul- 
geoce  in  ibe  time  of  paymenL  Ha  would  not 
agree  to  it. 

Mr.  Fiiivt.ET  spoke  in  tavorof  the  bill. 

Mr.  Coiia*i>. — The  indulgence  of  lime  for  pay- 

eat  is  not  unprecedented.  He  showed  an  act 
granting  twelve  year*  for  paymeot  where  land 
was  purcliaaed  for  the  same  purpone,  aad  that  act 
doe*  Boi  bind  the  purchaaer*  to  plant  the  vine, 
whereas  this  does.  It  were  better  to  make  a  prea- 
ent  of  tbe  land  than  not  have  the  aettlement 
among  u*  of  *nch  persoaa.  If  not  tbu*  sold,  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  the  land  will  lia  waste 
and  unsold  more  iban  the  six  ^ears. 

Mr.  Qlin. — If  we  can  be  justified  in  a  sale  cf 
ibis  hind,  why  oblin  foreigners  instead  uf  our 
OWB  countrymen  1  We  have  cilizeos  eoaugh  of 
our  own  who  would  ha  glad  to  parehase  oa  such 

Mr.  Sloan. — Tbotigli  I  drink  no  wine  myself, 
1  have  no  wish  to  prevent  oiher^  for  I  think  it 
may  often  be  serviceatde.  I  ca»sider  the  iadul- 
genee  as  to  tbe  lime  of  ]ttymeniin  the  tight  of  an 
eQCOuragement  or  bounty,  that  may  prove  usefid 
to  o*  a*  well  a*  the  applicaot*. 

Mr.  Smilie.— I  cannot  say  with  tbe  gentlemaD 
from  New  Jersey  thai  1  driok  no  wine,  for  I  ecv 
taioly  do  when  i  aan  get  it.  I  do  not  cooaider  it 
as  a  valid  objectioa  that  the  pMitiuner*  are  for- 
eigaen.  I  am  myeelf  an  European,  who  ^lave 
iSd  from  i^pre>*ion  in  tbe  iiauatry  where  I  wa> 
born.  How  great  a  part  uf  Pennsylvania  is  aal- 
lled  by  such  cbaraeters ! 

Mr.  McCreebv.— The  applicants  are  men  of 
piety  and  industry.  Let  u*  give  them  a  good 
chance,  for  our  own  sakes  a*  well  a*  theirs,  to  in- 
troduce the  culture  nf  the  grape  here. 

Mr.  FitfOLBT. — Ifthis  indulgence  be  not  given, 
the  land  will  lie  wa-le.  We  wish  lo  populate  tba 
territory.  Their  settlement  will  enhance  tbe  value 
□f  ibe  public  lands  around  them. 

Mr.  Ely. — 1  am  sorry  my  motion  ha*  occa- 
sioned BO  much  debate.  I  wa*  ignorant  of  the 
eiroumKtancra  relating  to  this  society,  and  to  tbe 
character  of  it;  my  object  was  iaformaiion,  not 
an  intention  lo  defrat  ilie  bill.  We  deviate  from 
tbe  usual  mode,  which  is  to  have  the  report  of  a 
cummiiiee  in  cases  uf  this  sort. 

Mr.  Greoo  —Tills  bill  very  improperly  author- 
izes a  deviation  from  the  established  p<aetiee  of 
selling  public  lauds — it  is  a  change  ol  iiTinci|rie. 
1  do  nvl  Wish  to  ABC  so  great  a  bocTy  of  furfigners 
seuled  together  j  we  ahall  have  a  liiile  Wiricnt- 


"  DigitizcdbyGOOglC 


465 


mSTORT  OP  CONGRESS. 


466 


Febrdasy,  1800. 


Indiana  Territory. 


H.G 


berg;  we  must  legislate  for  them;  they  cannot 
speak  our  hnguage  ;  the;  cannot  serve  as  jury- 
men, and  from  the  iDrormaiion  1  have  receired,  I 
am  confldeot  ibey  vill  ooi  proceed  in  cultiTating 
Ibe  viop  in  that  conn  trf. 

Mr.  Bedin<ier. — I  am  a  ibareholder  in  a  Tine- 
yard  in  Kemucky,  aod  our  lucceu  hai  exceeded 
our  moal  Hanguine  expectalioaa. 

Mr.  Macon. — In  ordar  to  try  Ibe  wnie  of  the 
committee,  1  more  to  lErike  out  ihu  wori%  "George 
Rapp  and  bi*  anoeiaiW  Wby  ahoald  we  nui 
grant  bountiet  for  raiaiof  wheat  or  corn  as  well 
as  the  TiaeT  If  wine  can  be  made  here  to  ad- 
TiDtap.  there  is  no  need  of  (be  eoooarat^ment 
of  ihia  Hua*e>  A  few  yean  since  we  raised  no 
cottoD,  faai  ibe  profit  of  this  ealiure  once  hoowD, 
it  has  become  an  article  of  vast  rxportaiion. 
What  eiatm  ba*e  these  aliena  over  our  own  eili- 
zcDs?  Tbey  have  l>eeii  oppressed;  put  your 
finger  on  anr  spot  of  Europe  iliat  is  not  nnder 
oppression.  If  ^on  commence  this  new  syslem, 
eli  the  beat  sections  of  land  will  be  taken  up  in 
this  msDner.  Who  will  not  purcbase  on  suck 
terms? 

Mr.  Lton. 
may  b«  had  for  less  tbao  oite 
many  pi  sees. 

Hr.  Olih.— We  have  men  that  ean  cnllivate 
the  Tine  ai  well  as  those  foieigaera.  It  ia  a  plain, 
simple  ibiog. 

Mr.  Jackbon. — If  disposed  to  grant  fsTors,  let 
ns  grant  to  those  who  have  the  greatest  claim. 
There  are  many  eld  soldiers'  of  the  ReToluiion, 
who  would  rejuice  to  porcbsae  land  on  these 
tertna.  Why  eoeourage  the  making  of  wines  1 
Tbey  are  laxaries,  not  Decenaries.  Lands  on  the 
Ohio  are  from  six  to  eight  dollars  in  msny  places; 
this  bill  gires  the  petitioners  their  choice  of  the 
beat,  and  tbey  pay  no  interest  fbr  their  purchase, 
at  two  dollars. 

Mr.  Sloan.— This  bill  will  enhance  the  vatne 
of  knds  adjoining.    It  will  be  a  humane  act. 

Mr.  Jackbor. — I  rise  merely  to  state  a  &ct  1 
have  just  now  learned.  There  are  at  this  very 
time  nien  waiting  for  the  pas-iageof  this  bill,  who 
are  ready  to  give  six  dollars  per  acre  for  much  of 
Ibe  verr  land  the  hilt  contemplates. 

Mr.  floLLAND. — Some  small,  tracts  only  may 
sell  for  six  dollars.  We  bind  the  purehsiiers  to 
plant  Ibe  first  year  6,000  plants,  and  3,000  nnnn- 
ally  after. 

Mr.  MoBBow,  of  Ohio. — I  riae  only  to  repiv  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virjinia,  (Mr.  Jacxbon.)  I 
never  seek  for  information  in  the  lobbv,  nor  tbe 
gallery,  nor  Pennsylvania  avenne.  Tne  genile- 
nian  is  misinfurmrd. 

Mr.  Jackson. — My  authority  is  an  honorable 
member  near  me — an  aulhoriiyat  least  as  respcet 
able  as  any  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  can  have. 

The  qoestioo  was  taken — 50  for  striking  out, 
61  against  it.  The  Committee  rose,  and  the 
House  considered  the  bill. 

Mr.  Crowhihsbiblo. — There  is  no  interest  to 
be  received.  I  have  made  a  calcalallon  that,  con- 
sidering ibe  want  of  intereKt  to  the  time  of  Ibi 
last  paymaot,  wenowgetonly  niirNy-aaraa cems 


T  acre.    I  move  to  strike  oat  Iwo,  and  insert 

ree  dollars  per  acre. 

The  motinn  was  loni — 44  only  for  it. 

Mr.  CBOWNTNSHiELn. — There  are  in  a  section 

lout  33,000  acres,  making  46,000  dullars.  I 
move  to  ia^vn  six  per  cfni.  interest  till  paid. 

Ml.  Nic  no  LB  o».— Public  lands  are  sold  wiib- 

it  interest  tor  a  ceriaio  time.    If  the  ruonr y  be 

It  punctually  paid,  1  am  willing  the  debt  should 
be  on  interest  after. 

Mr.  Jaokbsn. — 1  move  to  postpone  the  conaid- 

■tivn  of  tbe  bill  indefinitely. 

Tbe  ayn  and  ao«s  were  called  for,  and  taken 
on  this  motion — yeas  63,  nays  59. 

Ur.  CaowMiKSBiBLn'a  motion  for  the  insertion 
of  interest  was  lost — 52  to  49. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  the  insertion  of 
two  instead  of  six  years  for  pavment  of  the  land. 
HotioD  lost— 54  to  45.  The  bill  passed  to  a  third 
reading  for  to-morrow. 

FuBAY,  February  14. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Qoveroor, 
Judges,  and  Secretary,  of  the  Indiana  Territory, 
was  read  tbe  third  time  aod  passed. 

Mr.  Sloan,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  bill  imposing  a  duly  of  ten  dollars  on 
every  slave  iinporled  into  tbe  United  States  re- 
ported a  bill,  with  sundry  araendiBents. 

Tbe  principal  feature  of  ibe  amended  bill  is  a. 
provisioo.  in  [he  cohe  ufsmuggling^aves  into  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  be  authorized  to  remove  ihfm  into 
tiome  other  Siaie  and  hire  them  out  for  a  term  of 

Mr.  Jacebor  moved  to  reject  the  hill. 
This  motion,  after  a  short  debate,  was  negallvrd. 
and  the  bill  referred  ton  Committee  of  the  wholes 

INDIANA  TERRITORY. 

Hr.  Qabhett,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  eighteenth  of  December  last,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  report  uf  a  seUct  committee  on 
the  letter  of  William  H.  Harrison,  made  the  sev- 
enteenth of  February,  eigbieen  hundred  and  four; 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  Huuae 
uf  Bepreaeniaiivea  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  and 
several  petitions  of  sundry  inbafaitanis  of  the  said 
Territory  ;  made  the  fullowing  report: 

That,  havinB  attenliTely  conaiilered  the  beta  statad 
in  the  said  petitions  snd  nemoriais,  ib«f  are  of  opinion 
that  a  qnalifled  nnpMuion,  Ibr  s  limited  lime,  of  On 
sixth  srticle  of  coai|)act  between  the  original  States  sod 
the  peoplo  and  Sutei  west  of  the  river  Obio,  would  b« 
bencflcial  to  tbe  people  of  tbe  Indiana  TetTitorj.  Tha 
Rfupension  of  this  ■tticle  is  an  object  almoat  unrvenally 
desired  in  that  Terrilory.  It  appears  to  yonr  commit- 
tee to  be  s  qneition  eniirel;  dil&rent  from  that  between 
■Uvery  and  freedom,  inaunach  as  it  would  merelj  oc- 
casion the  removs]  trf' persons,  alreadv  alives,  from  one 
part  of  tbe  coantrj  to  another.  The  good  pflticts  of 
tbia  suspension,  in  tbe  present  initanre,  would  be  tp 
accelerala  tbe  population  of  that  Territory,  hithcrtA  re- 
tarded bj  iha  operation  of  that  artiole  uf  compact,  s> 
stavehoUJels  emiffratini  iola  tha  Wnceni  eouoiry 
Might  than  iDdn^s  any  prafaraaea  ithinh  tbey  miiM 
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leal  tor  ■  Ml(ltni«Dl  in  tlia  IndUna  Teititorj,  uatMul 
of  ■ecking.  uihej  u-enow  compelled  to  do,  ■ettlementi 
in  other  Suteaoi  couatriei  pnmitCiDg  tfae  introduction 
of  «]■*»■  The  condition  of  the  iIitci  tbainMilvei 
would  be  mudi  atnetiorated  li;  it,  ti  it  ii  Bvtdeni.  from 
eipfiitncr,  tbit  the  more  they  nre  Mparatad  &nd  dif- 
fbwd,  tbe  more  cmre  tod  tUcntion  *re  bealowed  on 
them  b;  their  maitera,  uch  proprietor  having  it  in  hia 
power  to  ineretae  their  eomfbrt*  sad  conTeniencei  in 
piap«rtkio  to  the  ■maHaeM  of  their  nombara.  Tbe 
dkngen,  too,  (if  my  tre  to  be  >pprehend«i,)  turn  too 
large  ■  bUek  popalation  exbting  in  in^  one  Metion  of 
country,  wiNllil  cortaiuh'  b*  Tory  mach  diainlihad,  if 
not  eniiMly  mmo*«d.  Bat  nbMher  d*ngan  ara  to  be 
fcarod  from  tlii*  aoant  or  iMt,  it  la  cMtaiDly  an  «6*ioiu 
'dictate  of  tOBDd  polt^ t«  gDtnl  afaiMi  thta, M  br<u 
poanbla.  If  Ihia  danger  doaa  eiiat,  ec  Ibara  ia  any 
«>uae  l«  a|»^hcnd  ii,  and  our  WeaKrn  braltim  ira 
tut  only  Hilling  but  denroni  to  aid  n*  in  taking  pre- 
caution! aninit  it,  would  it  not  be  wiae  to  aocapt  their 
•nittance  1  We  iboutd  benefit  ouraelTea,  nilhont  in- 
juring them,  Bi  their  popnlation  muat  ainaya  ao  for  ai- 
oaed  any  Mack  popolatioa  which  can  aver  eiiat  in  that 
coQDlry,  ■>  to  rendar  the  idea  Af  tbngai  bom  that 
•MTca  ohtmoml. 

imitte*  eeoaidartha  ra>tilatioi_.      

Territory  af 
•old  <tf  fifty 

•CTeaaflaDilaiaqualiftcMioalaranelwtoroftlteGaaar- 
al  AaaemUy,  aa  liaritiDg  too  ranch  tbe  alactive  firancbiaa- 
Some  reatrictiona,  honerer,  being  neeeaeary,  yoai  coun- 
mittee  conceive  that  a  reaidenca  continoed  long  enough 
to  enure  a  determination  to  become  a  permanent  in- 
lubitant,  ahould  en^tle  a  person  to  the  righia  of  auffinge. 
This  probationary  period  need  not  aitend  beyond  twelve 
monina. 

Tlie  petition  of  certun  settlers  in  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory,  praying  to  be  ameled  to  the  Blate  of  Ohio, 
ougbt  not,  in  tbe  eiuaion  of  yow  eotomittee,  la  be 

It  appean  to  your  committee  that  the  diTluan  of  tbe 
Indiana  Territo^,  in  the  mannor  divacted  by  the  ordi- 
Banco  of  1T8T,  and  (or  which  the  people  of  Randolph 
and  BL  Claic  have  petitioned  year  honorable  body, 
woald  be  insipedienl  at  this  time,  The  people  of  the 
two  aectidttB  hate  lately  enttred  into  tbe  second  grade 
of  goTemment,  the  whole  eipanae  of  which  wadd  fall 
on  the  people  of  one  section,  if  a  division  were  now  to 
In  n»iie,  Tht*,  in  the  opinion  0f  yoor  commitlea, 
'woold  bo  neither  politic  nor  jiiat.  But,  althetigb  a  di- 
TUon  of  the  TerritoTy  appeaia  iaprapar  at  thiB  tine, 
we  think  it  aboald  be  raadr  as  soon  aa  the  popBlation 
of  lithet  aeolion  haa  mcreaaad  so  br  as  to  entitle  them 
to  ibrm  a  Stats  GovMonent.  Tbe  petition  which 
piaya  that  mcb  a  Covarameot  bmj  be  fointed,  by  uni- 
ting tbe  two  Kotioaa  as  soon  as  their  inhabitants 
disU  have  aDgaunled  so  far  as  to  antbotixe  it,  your 
coumilMe  cencaiTa  ought  not  U  ba  granted.  A  Tet- 
liiory,  when  once  eracied  into  ■  State,  canaot  be  divi- 
ded or  diamembered  wilheul  its  own  consent;  the  for- 
mation, ther«ibi«,  of  two  Ststca  out  of  this  Territory, 
originally  intended  by  the  ordinance  of  1787,  could  not 
000 atitution ally  he  efisctsd,  if  Ou  two  sociions  were 
onca  parmilted  to  filrn)  one  Stitla.  without  the  oonaeot 
«f  that  Stale,  however  necestaiy  the  extent  and  popu- 
laiion  of  that  Territory  might  reader  such  diviuon. 
^  After  attentively  oonaidering  tbe  TarioBS  ol^eota  de- 
tired  in  tin  Bemoriala  and  patilioaa,  the  eonmitte*  n- 
ipMtf«Uy  aohnkl*  Iha  UMaaIha  fsjMnng  MNtoUdM : 


1.  Uabind,  That  lbs  Kitb  arttda  of  the  ordinanm 
of  1TS7,  which  prohibits  alaTciy  within  the  lodiani 
Territory,  be  suapended  lor  ten  yean,  ae  aa  to  permil 
tbe  introduction  of  flaves,  bom  within  the  United 
Sutea.lRim  any  of  the  individual  Statea. 

S.  Ketoieed,  Tliat  every  white  fkveman  of  llie  age  of 
twenty-one  yean,  who  has  resided  within  iba  Tcrrilorj 
tweWe  months,  and  nitbin  the  county  in  which  he 
daima  a  vote,  aii  months  immediately  preceding  tbi 
election,  shall  enjoy  the  right!  of  an  BlKlor  at  ttw 
General  Aaaembly. 

3.  Raolttd,  Thtt  the  petWoB  oT  certain  aetHan  in 
the  Indiana  Territory,  ptayiog  to  ha  aauBZad  to  te 
But*  of  Ohio,  oaght  not  to  be  gianlad, 

i.  Rfohtd  That  it  ia  biaipadiaat,  at  tliia  ttnN. » 
grant  that  put  of  tbe  petitim  9f  Ibe  people  of  Randolf* 
and  Sl  Claii  wktek  praya  for  a  dinaiati  of  the  ii-ii«n« 


B.  Banthtd,  That  ao  moeb  «t  the  petitioB  of  O* 
LsgJslstiTe  Conneil  and  House  of  R^resentativsaof  tbe 
Indiana  Territory  as  prays  that  the  two  aettiona  may 
be  united  into  one  Slate  Governmm^  ought  not  Vi  be 

Kd'erred  lo  a  Comnitlee  of  (he  Whole  on 
ThDrsdif  neit. 

SOCIETT  or  HARUONT. 

Tbe  bill  alluwinf  Qeotce  &app  und  his  asraci- 
ates  to  locate  a  towiubip  of  iKiid  ia  tbe  IndiaDa 
Teniiorjr  oa  ceruia  oonduiou^  wu  tead  a  ibitd 

Mr.  Clibk  mored  to  tccommit  the  bill  to  ibe 
Oommiitee  on  Public  I^nda.  The  bill  wbdu 
scTeral  ameodnieBia.  There  ia  no  penalty,  ahould 
ibepttilioBeri  □  eg  Ice  I  to  plant  (he  vioea. 

Mr.  J*a&aoH. — I  tccond  the  motioD  of  my  cot- 
league.  Tbeae  public  laodt  fatmeilf  belonged  le 
the  Slate  of  Virginia ;  vhea  ceded  by  ihaiSiate, 
the  QoTernmeui  of  the  United  States  were  made 
iru*tee»"for  the  comiaoa  benefit  of  (be  Union; 
fiithfullf  and  bona  Jide  for  (hat  nie,  and  for  no 
^hcr,"  to  use  the  words  of  (be  act  granting  tbe 
taaioD.  This  is  a  contract  between  Virgioit 
id  the  United  Sialesj  we  are  in  the  place  of 
trustees ;  we  caooot  Tjolate  the  (niau  yet  this 
mode  of  selliog  tbe  land  for  the  beoent  of  iodi* 
vidual  foreigners  it  a  riolaiioa  of  Ike  trust,  Thii 
precedent  will  be  quoted  hereafter,  and  irill  ope- 
rate most  injuriousl]r.  No(wi(hsiandiiig  what  the 
geodemwi  Irom  Ouiu  (Mr.  Honaowjbas  said,  I 
cannot  help  saying,  that  tbere  are  men  ready  «( 
time  to  give  sis  dollars  pet  acre  for  this  very 
or  land  of  this  descriplioo.  This  bill  will 
them  a  wboU  township,  33,000  acres  of  land 
of  (be  Gist  quality.    I  cauoot  cooceire  tbe  culti- 


for  the  comuioD  benefit  of  tbe  Union." 
iminish  [he  revenue,  should  viae*  be  raised  in 
abundance  bete.    Wine  is  beofily  (aied,Andibe 

X  is  paid  by  the  rich.    I  am  altweiher  opposed 

the  bill. 

Mr.SMius.— Anewaigument  indeed  is  broDghl 
forward  by  the  geatteman from  Virginia.  WeciB 
hardly  turn  round  without  somehow  invading  tbe 
rights  of  Virginia.  If  we  talk  of  building  a 
bridge  or  electing  a  dam,  at  once  the  rights  of 
Virginia  are  invaded.  If  we  wish  to  disjioscof 
aome  of  out  public  Uod  in  the  West  aa  ve  ihiiik 
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proper,  the  rii{hlB  of  Yir^inia  are  iafmdrd.  Tir- 
giniB  cUimnl  lands  itretchiiig  to  ihe  aorih  polo; 
•be  look  wbat  the  wBoieJ.aBd  garea  qaii  ettim 
to  Ihe  United  Stnies  for  ihe  rest.  Some  of  the 
HoQse  tbiohibUule,  this  indnlfence  in  (he  par- 
mem  for  (he  parpoM  of  iatrodncing  the  cuhiTa- 
tioD  of  the  rioe,  and  of  serTiag  these  worthy  for- 
«ignerB,  will  be  "for  the  common  benefit  of  the 
Union;"  some  think  oiberwiiie;  it  is  merely  a 
tDRtter  of  opinion,  and  a  majority  of  opiDion  must 

Mr.  M  OK  ROW.— There  »re  wme  amall  tracts  of 
land,  on  which  what  are  called  tqualUn  are  aet- 
tlpif,  and  where  already  iraproTements  hare  been 
made,  which  would  fA\  for  four  or  »iz  dollar*  per 
■ere  ;  but  I  doubt  whether  any  lowonbip  of  land 
would  aril  for  two  dollar*,  ereo  with  the  niual 
insialmenta. 

Mr.  Pabkb,  of  the  Indiana  TerrttorT.— Rven 
in  (he  se((led  parts  of  the  Terriiury,  Jaodi  are 
not  above  (hree  dollan. 

Mr.  Ltom. — The  price  of  landi  ia  Tirion*.  I 
know  of  200,000  acreN  of  land  on  (he  Wahaah, 
which  i*oftred  for  sale  at  twenty  cents  per  acre-, 
yei  I  bare  gi»ett  fifty  dollars  per  acre  for  leveral 
acre*  am  me,  which  1  much  wanted. 

Mr.  Elt. — Qentlemen  hare  said  that  poor  lands 
««re  proper  fiir  the  vine.  It  may  be  ao;  but  the 
petitioner  and  bia  atsociates  mentioa  also  the 
nising  of  hemp,  which  requires  the  best  bottom 
landx.  I  am  far  from  wiabing  to  disco n rage  these 
RrNlnrs ;  but  they  are  alrendy  among  us,  and  will 
not  ieave  this  coantry.  They  are  represenied  to 
be,  (and  I  fully  bel'eve  the  represtntatitin,)  meo 
of  piety  and  morslKy ;  the  tJniied  S(ates  are  not 
beyond  improvemeot  in  piety  and  moraltty;  in- 
ttead  of  putting  them  in  one,  and  that  a  fir  dis- 
tant place,  let  them  be  scattered  over  the  Union, 
that  allparts  may  be  benefitted.  Such  a  body  of 
men,  qi  one  sect,  of  one  language,  will  wisn  to 
seclude  itself  from  the  rest  of  (he  Union ;  they 
vill  wish  what  this  hill  g^ives  tbem,  and  wball 
think  injurious,  an  exclusive  territory.  We  are 
deviating  from  our  common  usage  in  the  eale  of 
land.  Is  the  deTiation  necesMry  or  proper?  Qeo- 
(lemeo  have  said  tbev  were  flying  from  oppres- 
aton  to  this  land  of  liberty;  liberty  waa  (heir  ob- 
ject; a  republican  OoTernment;  yet  it  Appears 
thai  when  the;  Ith  Wit.emberg,  their  expecta- 
tioo  and  intention  was  to  settle  in  Louisiana,  then 
under  the  Bpanish  Government.  The  bill  obliges 
tbem  to  plant  a  certain  nnmber  of  vines ;  perhaps 
the  espenae  of  this  will  not  be  9100,  and  there  is 
no  forfeiitire  even  if  they  should  refuse  to  com- 
ply. It  may  prove  a  fine  (peculation  for  them  ; 
they  ma^r  get  perhaps'  the  finest  land  and  the  bett 
sail  lich  in  (he  Crriiory. 

Mr.  NicaoLBON,  (after  recu)iiu]aling  the  argn- 
inents  previously  adduced:)  I  bare  no  objection 
to  the  seiilement  of  (he  applicants  in  one  body; 
Dor  can  1  see  anv  probable  evil  resul ling  from  it. 
The  gentleman  from  Massarbuseds  haslnformed 
w  tbst  the  people  of  ihe  United  Siaiea  are  had 
cuoagh,  and  that  the  diatribntion  of  thia  society 
over  (he  whole  8uiea  might  prove  advantageous 
toibc  UaioD}  ifnot  in  ooa  body,  they  msHMttla 


on  lands  for  rain  in  different  parts  of  Eentacky, 
reonesaee,  Ohio,  Ae.  This  distribution  would 
be  unfair,  as  MaMaebusetrs  has  not  lands  for  sale, 
except  perhaps  in  the  diitnct  of  Maine;  heoee 
that  Stale  would  be  deprived  of  the  advantage  It 
might  obtain  by  an  improvement  of  its  piety  and 
morality  from  a  dittribnlion  of  a  part  of  thin  so- 
ciety among  the  citizens  of  that  8iate.  1  know 
not  why  the  tale  of  thia  lead,  aceordiog  to  the 
terms  of  the  bill,  should  be  considered  as  not  eon- 
dnelng  to  the  good  of  the  nntioti.  We  have  givea 
landa  for  eolirges  aad  aeboolK  and  for  the  aup- 
por(  of  clergymen  ;  we  have  tlto  sold  lands,  the 
proceeds  of  which  wer«  to  be  expended  for  th« 
trnprovament  of  roads — roada  by  wbieb  the  pub- 
lic at  large  would  b«  benefitted,  though  theeliiseas 
rf  Maine  or  Georgia  might  aever  travel  thrm. 

The  tnll  was  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Wbdt! — 68  to  63,  and  made  lh«  order  of  (be 
day  for  Uooday  next. 

MoHDAT,  February  17. 

The  Honae  resolved  itself  into  a  Commiitea  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  declaring  the  town  of  Jersey, 
in  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of  deliv- 
ery ;  sod  for  erecting  a  light-house  on  Wood  Isl- 
and, or  Fletcher's  Neck,  m  the  State  of  Maasa< 
ehusetts.  The  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  b«  engrossed,  ud  raad  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

A  memorial  of  (be  Chamber  of  Commam,  Of 
the  town  of  New  Haven,  in  the  Stale  ofCoaoecti- 
cut.  signed  by  Heory  Daggrt,  their  President,  waa 
preaeoied  to  the  House  and  read,  setting  forth 
(heir  surprise  and  saliciiude  at  the  cmbarraMUMBt 
to  which  the  couunetM  of  the  Uoitetl  Slates  la 
subjected,  by  the  new  assumed  prlttciples  aad  doc- 
trines of  the  admiralty  couru  of  Great  Britain,  as 
well  as  from  the  depredaiioas  of  lawless  freeboot- 
ers, and  the  tiowarraatable  impressment  of  our  tca- 
meit }  that,  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  meaa- 
uret  for  defence,  which  shall  bt  firm  hut  teraperata, 
and  bold, yet  marked  with  a  spirit  of  conciliaiioa, 
the;  ate  ready  and  deairoos  to  give  aid  aod  sup- 
port to  every  measure  of  Government  calealaied 
to  accomplish  this  important  object. — Referred  to 
the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  (be  Whole 
en  the  Slate  of  the  Union. 

The  Hoase  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
William  Breck,  junior.  The  Committee  roseand 
repotted  a  resolution  thereupon}  which  was  twice 
read  and  aaieed  to  by  the  House,  as  foUowi: 

Resohed,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by 
law,  for  the  payment  of  expenses  iucurrrd  in 
bringing  (o  the  United  States,  by  order  of  the 
American  Consuls,  the  mutineers  oo  board  the 
ship  Ulyssesi  and  lor  (be  adjustment  of  the  olaims 
made  by  individuals  who  may  have  petfiMnud 
(hat  serviov. 

Orderwd,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  Is, 
parsoanl  to  ibe  Mid  rosolntioo  |  and  that  the  Com- 
miite*  of  Ulaims  do  prepare  and  brinf  io  ihe  nana. 

The  Housa  'taaalead  its^  Into  a  Cnuaittaa  af 
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Fiahing  Bcwaly — tmportalioH  of  Slawet. 


Fbbrdart,  I8C6. 


the  Wholi!  OD  ibe  report  of.  tbe  Cammiuee  of 
Cammt-ree  ind  Manufaciunn,  10  whom  wm  re- 
ferred tbv  peiiiio'i  of  John  McFailoD  and  Praaci.'< 
JubonDui.  The  Coiumitree  rose  aod  re|)or(rd  a 
re>otuiJi>D  ihereUL'in;  which  wa*  twice  read  «ad 
■greed  to  by  the  Houm,  aa  folloin: 

Baolved,  That  ihe  prayer  of  the  petittonera, 
•o  far  aa  retaiei  ro  iheir  exemption  from  impriioa- 
mem  for  debit  due  10  iha  United  Siaiei,  i»  reaMa- 
ftble  and  ooght  to  be  eraotcd. 

OnUred.  That  a  bill,  or  bill*,  b«  brongbt  in, 
purauaDi  tothesajdresululion;  aod  that  the  Com- 
miitee  of  Commerce  and  Maonfacturca  do  pre- 
pare and  biiog  in  the  aame. 

The  Houte  reaolved  itaelf  ioto  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Commitiee  of 
Commerce  aod  Maoufaeiurei,  to  whom  vas  re- 
ferred the  peiitiod  of  John  McPadoa.  TheCom- 
miltee  roae  and  reporlad  a  reiolailun  thereupon ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  tob*  ibeHouae, 
asfullow^: 

Retolaed,  That  the  peraon  of  John  McFadon 
ahall  be  exempt  from  arrent  on  account  of  any 
debt  owiDg  bgr  him  10  the  Uniied  Staiei,  for  the 
principal  and  iolemi  of  eustnm-house  boQdi>, 
signed  by  hitn  aHSureiy  for  John  A.Jull]r,deeeai«d. 
Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
puntuaoi  to  the  said  reaolutioo;  and  thaitheCom- 
DiiiEee  of  Cummerce  aod  Maatifactnrea  do  pre- 
pare and  brjoK  in  th«  aame. 

Ordered,  That  ihts  Committee  of  the  whole 
Huaie  tu  whom  wa«  commiiied  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mannfaciures  on  a 
re^olaiion  of  the  iwenijr-aeTenih  of  December 
last,  '-to  inquire  ioio  the  propriety  of  erecilag  tbe 
pott  of  Newcaatle,  in  the  Diitri;!  of  Delaware, 
into  a  port  of  entry,"  be  discharged  from  (he  far- 
ther cuoirideraiion  of  tbe  aaid  report. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
report  at  tbe  Clerk's  table,  and  the  resoluiion  con- 
tained therein,  iu  Ibe  words  following,  to  wit: 
"that  it  is  expedient  10  erect  Newcuhile  into  a 
port  of  entry"  being  twice  read,  was,  upon  the 
question  put  ihereapon.  agreed  10  by  the  House. 
The  House  resotred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  on  tbe  report  of  the  Coinniiitee  on  tbe 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pelliion 
of  Oeurge  Abb  ;  and  after  some  lime  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  obtained  ieare  to  siiagain. 
PT8HIN0  BOUHTY. 
Mr.  CiowRiNSBi£LD,  from  the  Commitlee  of 
Commrrce  and  MHiiulaciurea,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  John  Barle,  jun.,aad  Thoma: 
M.  Hazard,  of  Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
liland,  made  the  fulluwing  report; 

The  petitionera,  in  the  month  of  Msy,  1805,  flUed 
out  ths  sloop  Abigail,  of  tha  burden  of  tliiitj  tons,  for 
a  fishing  lofsge  in  ths  stnits  of  Belle  [sis,  and  sslhoj 
atale  through  igoorancs  of  law  in  this  partieuti  ~' 
Tcsael  (tiled  nniJEr  a  coastiirg  licence,  and  not  ui 
fishing  licence,  as  in  provided  for  by  tbe  sereral  1 
Coogrraa,  relatiie  to  tha  cos<ting  trade  and  fiaheriea. 
Tbe  tasial  was  aeisad  b;  ths  anllaetor  of  Nrfpon, 
00  her  relnm  to  Rtaods  Island,  bat  waa  ralessed  bj  the 
onUrofthaaeiaatatjof  the  Traaanij.    Tha  aaUvctoi 


rafiisas  to  pay  the  bonntj  sUowei]  to  fishing  vessels, 
alleging  that  tbe  owners  neglected  la  proride  Iheii 
Teaael  with  the  usnal  doennent  to  enlitlB  them  to  tb* 
benefit  of  tbe  law. 

The  CommiUea  are  satisfied  that  ths  coUaetor  has 
performed  bis  dutj  in  the  partienlar  sUoded  to.  Tba 
bounty  cannot  be  paid  to  Tevels  asUing  with  coaating 
papers,  any  more  than  it  could  be  to  Teaaela  clearing 
for  foreign  voysges.  When  tbe  regnlalions  of  k« 
calcalatad  for  the  security  of  the  teTeaoe,  and  a» 
not  fonnd  to  operate  injurtnualy  to  indlTiduala  in  geB«- 
ral,  there  would  seam  to  be  no  neeeaaitj  for  an  alien- 
«t  erery  deviation  From  the  ordiaaty  practic*. 
itioners  had  atatad  to  the  colleetor,  si  lbs 
time  ofcjearing  out  their  vessel,  that  they  intended  le 
employ  her  open  a  fishing  voyage,  ha  eo«Id  not  hs*a 
refused  to  grant  tha  fishing  licence ;  end,  as  they  aoMl- 
t«d  to  do  this,  it  would  appear  that  the  relteT  prayed 
for  from  (Jongreas  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  momment  that  Jm  pali- 
ionen  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petitioii. 
The  report  was  agreed  lo. 

IMPOHTATIOK  OF  SLAVES. 
Mr.  DafiD  R.  Wiluamb,  from  the  Commilice 
appoinied,  on  ibe  seventh  instant,  "to  inquire 
whether  any,  and,  if  anf,  what,  additional  provi- 
oecessary  to  prereni  die  imporiaticm  of 
klaves  into  the  Territories  of  ne  United  Stntea, 
made  the  followiug report: 

That  the  act  of  C^ongraM,  paaaed  tba  Tlh  Apiil,  1 7M, 
nnlhorking  the  establJahment  of  a  Gtmeninient  in  die 
Mississippi  Territory,  parmils  slavery  within  that  Terri- 
tory, by  excluding  ths  last  article  of  the  or^Bance  of 
13tb  July,  1787.  Tb»  seventh  aection  af  tMa  act  pm- 
hibits,  slier  tha  sMsblishBient  of  a  Govenunont,  tha 
importation  of  slaves  &om  any  port  or  placa  without 
the  llmita  ofths  Uuitad  Stateai  of  eonrse^  the  lighl  lo 
import  slaves  froiB  any  place  within  tbe  limits  of  tba 
United  States  is  not  reotiicted. 

The  act  ofSd  March,  180S,  fhrtber  pmvsding  for  ths 
Government  of  the  Territory  of  Orieana,  secnrea  to  its 
inhabitants  "ail  the  rights,  privileges,  and  advantages,  I 
seeured  by  the  ordinance  of  ISth  July,  I78T,  and  now 
enjoyed  by  the  people  of  the  Miasisnppi  Territory.'* 
Tbe  importation  of  slaves,  fiom  any  place  within  the 
limits  of  tbe  United  Slatas,  is  ane  of  IBoee  righla ;  eon- 
eeqoently,  the  inhsbitenta  ofthe  Tmilory  of  OHeaas 

The  teatb  aaeiian  ofthe  act  of  Mb  Marefa,  ISM, 
"erecting  Louisiana  into  two  Territorisa,  and  providing 
for  the  temporary  government  thereof,"  prohibila  lbs 
introduction  of  slaves  into  that  Territiny,  from  aay 
phKe,  "except  by  a  citiien  ofthe  United  Staler,  re- 
moving into  said  Terrlloiy,  for  actual  settlament,  and 
being  at  the  time  of  such  remsvsl  bona  fidt  owner  of 
such  slaVe  or  sieves."  This  tenth  section,  being  re- 
pugnant to  the  first  section  of  the  set  of  Sd  March, 
1805,  wss  repesled  by  the  Isst  section  of  said  scl, 
which  dedaresi  "that  so  much  of  an  set.  enlilled  "An 
act  erecting  Lontsiana  into  two  Territories,  and  provi. 
ding  for  the  lemporaty  government  thereof,  as  is  repug- 
nant with  this  act,  ^sD,  from  and  sAar  tba  first  Moo- 
day  of  November  neit,  be  repealed." 

The  committee  are  io  the  poastasion  ofthe  foct,tbat    1 
African  slaves.  Islely  imported  into  Ubarleeton,  have    | 
been  thence  conveyed  into  tbe  Territory  of  Orieans; 
and,  in  their  o^ion,  ths  practice  will  be  oonttnued  to 
a  vary  great  extant  whik  there  is  no  law  lo  pisrant  iL 
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Nlcldm  and  Orifillu—Sheittif  t^Oirmonf. 


H.I 


Upon  thi*  tiaw  of  tba  latjact,  tb*  comimttM  b«lia«a 
it  iaeipnlisnt  to  prahibit  ■djiIkts  or  iIstm,  Kho  dm j 
bo  bereifter  importod  into  the  Uniled  Bute*,  from  be- 
ing  arrioil  into  anj  of  Um  TanitorKi  thenaf;  iImj, 
therefore,  Tcapactfultj  racoauQeDd  the  Iblloitiag  leao- 

Ruohed,  That  it  ihall  not  be  lanfhl  fat  way  panon 
m  peraoni  to  inport  or  bring  into  mj  of  the  Teirito- 
riei  of  the  United  Stcte*  any  ilive  or  eU>M  that  ne; 
lieTOeAei  be  imported  into  the  United  Btatae. 

The  report  wu  referred  to  (he  CoiaiDiltec  of 
the  Whoir 


NICKLIN  AND  GRIPPITHS. 

Tb«  Hoaee  went  iato  m  Commitiee  of  the 
Whul«.an  the  report  of  ihe  CotniDJiiee  of  Com- 
mereo  ind  MiDufacinrei  on  the  pettiion  of  Niek- 
lia  and  Ortffiibs.  The  report  «t«teithe  following 
eircumMaDcef.  The  petitioners  booght  from  Ju- 
eeph  Antbonjr  anil  Co.  a  Te»ei.  poiseitied  of  an 
AmerlciiD  register.  Some  time  after  ibis  par- 
chaae,  it  was  disclosed  thai  Joseph  Anthony  and 

Co.  were  Indebted  to CouIdd,  aroreijzoer,for 

«  part  of  this  ship;  inconsequence  of  which  the 
collector  refused  considering  ber  an  Americaa 
ship.  The  petitioners  prajr  that  thi»  vessel  m«r 
receive  an  American  register  j  in  which  theCooi- 
miliee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  concur, 

Mi'ssrs.  Cbowninesibld,  J.  Clay,  Nioholaon, 
■od  El.y,  mpportedj  apd  Meura.  Conbab  and 
Macok  Dppo»ed  iba  report ;  which  was  agreed  to 
— yeaa  56,  nayB  31. 

The  Cummitiee  roae  and  reported  their  agree- 
mertl  to  the  report  of  the  Commiliee  of  Comnierce 
and  Maoufactarea.  The  House  immediately  look 
up  tbe  report,  concurred  (herein,  and  ordered  a 
biU  lo  b«  brought  in. 

BOCIETY  OF  HABHONT. 

Tti«  House  went  into  a  Coniinitteo  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  George  Rapp,  and 
his  ■ssnciaiei,  to  locate  a  township  of  land  ia  In- 
diana Terrilorf, 

Mr.  CoHR&D  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill.  To  milte 
the  bill  more  agreeable  to  gentlemen  who  were 
opposed  to  it,  he  mored  an  amendment,  puttinr 
the  fimi  time  of  pay meut  to  four  years  instead  m 
ris.— Carried. 

Mr.  Leiu  moTcd  an  amendment,  obligating  Mr. 
Rapp  lo  make  the  location  of  land  before  ihe  1st 
of  January  itexi. — Carried. 

Mr.  Ci^BX.— I  am  opposed  to  the  bill,  but  since 
gentlerafn  in  faror  of  it  form  a  majority,  I  wish 
to  UJke  a  further  amendment,  strikins  out  that 
pari  which  obligt^s  Qeorge  Rapp  and  bis  associ- 
ates to  plant  the  vine. 

Mr.  CoNnAD.--This  bill  is  ■  contract.    I  wish 
the  eiperimenf  of  making  vines  tried. 
Mr.  FIIID1.ET.— I  am  opposed  lo  the  amead- 

Mr.  Clark.— The  obligation  is  a  hardship  on 
their  pan.  1  shall  not  vote  for  the  bill,  but  wi.h 
the  amendment  [  should  like  it  belter. 

Mr.  Elmer.— In  favor  of  the  ameodment,  I  do 
not  desire  to  comprl  them  10  cnltivBie  tbe  vine, 
unle«  ihey  find  it  profitable  and  cboosc  to  do  it. 

Mr.  LxoM.— i  am  pleaaeii  with  the  bUlasiiis. 


I  have  no  notion  of  aecummodaiiog  any  gentle* 
man  who  declares  that  even  with  hisamendiDeDl. 
he  will  not  vole  for  the  bill,  especially  when  I 
can  see  no  good  reason  for  it. 

Mr.  HoLLAKD.— It  is  DO  ohjectioa  in  my  mind 
that  these  people  speak  a  different  langunjie.  The 
nettlement  of  tbe  Muraviaos  in  North  Carulioa 
has  been  of  no  di<iservicej  but  of  much  b«ovfii.  I 
irofit  the  case  will  be  similar  here. 

Mr.  Chowhinsbield  moved  to  insert  an  amend- 
ment, obliging  Rapp  and  his  associates  to  pay  in* 
terest,  after  tnc  four  years,  till  tbe  whole  sum 
should  be  paid. 

Mr.  Sloih.— Tbe  gentleman  from  Massacha- 
seits  has  made  a  calculation  of  the  amount  of  in- 
terest. Hen  in  his  line  of  business  are  generally 
ready  reckoners,  especially  when  lo  their  advant- 
age; hot  the  land  wilt  yield  no  interest  if  not 
sold,  as  probably  it  will  not  be,  for  ten  yiars, 
should  this  bill  not  pass. 

Mr.  Nicholson.- They  eannoi  lake  lands  on 
navigable  walern ;  they  must  lake  piior  and  good 
land»  as  every  such  section  is  composed  of.  Their 
location  must  be  in  one  place  ;  Ihey  cannot,  like 
other  purchasers,  pick  good  spots  here  ai.d  there. 
The  sale  is  to  our  advantagr.  Either  give  ihjm 
not  the  credit,  or  do  not  oblige  them  lo  give  in- 
terest. The  credit  will  be  of  no  service  to  them 
if  you  charge  them  interest. 

Mr.  LvoN,— The  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
speaks  of  interest  an  the  last  payme<ili>;  I  know 
nol,  araons  i^iz  or  seven  paymenix,  which  can  be 
called  (be  la^L  The  sale  will  be  a  good  bargain 
on  onr  part.  I  am  against  the  insertion  of  inieresi. 

Mr.  CaowNinsBiBLD. — The  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  is  perfectly  right;  ihe  ''last  pavmenis** 
can  mean  oolv  the  two  Fast  payments.  1  wish  a 
further  amendment,  bj  saying  "  the  last  sis  pay- 
Mr.  jACKaoN. — Would  you  give  tbis  iodulgeoce 
to  several  hundred  of  yoar  own  native  citizens? 
No,  sir.  Why,  then,  to  these  aliens?  [Mr.  J. 
went  largely  Into  the  arguments  previooidy  used.J 

Mr.  Lyon. — Will  any  gendeman  show  where 
any  townships  of  23,000  acres  together  have  been 
sold  for  46.l>00  dollars  1 

Hfi  Sloan  spoke  some  lime  in  favor  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  FinnLKT  also, 

Mr.  Mavtebb. — Bome  gentlemen  ihiok  Oeo^ 
Rapp  will  make  a  rap,  and  some  think  Oeorge 
Rapp  wilt  nol  make  a  rap;  I  wish  the  insertion 
of  intereat,  and  Oeorge  Rapp  may  do  as  be 
pleases. 

The  question  on  interest  was  taken  and  lost— 
For  it  4a  Hgainstit46. 

Mr.  BipwELi,,— This  is  a  deviation  from  our 
usual  rule  in  the  sale  of  lands,  and  tbe  fluctuation 
in  the  sales  will  lessen  tbe  value  of  oor  land. 

Mr.  Jackson  moved  to  insert  "  lurther,"  to  a* 
to  read  ''fur  thefurtber  introduction  of  the  vine;" 
because  vines  are  already  introduced.  Five  mem- 
beni  for  it. 

Tbe  Commrttee  of  the  Whole  roee,  and  the 
HouM  took  up  the  bill.  Several  new  amend- 
mcQia  were  ptopoaed  and  lost.    The  Uuom  at 


Digitized  byGOOglC 


476 


mSTOBT  OP  CONOEEBS. 


476 


Sadtip  »f  Barmmf/. 


Fimhaht.  1806. 


TuEBDiT,  Fbbrdait  18. 

Mr,  Teiiskt,  from  the  C»mnittiee  of  RstIkI 
and  Uofiniihed  Basioess, made  a  further  report; 
which  wan  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TcKNBT,  from  tbe  ume  commiite^  pre- 
■enied  a  biil  to  cotitiaue  in  force  to  act,  eDiitUd 
"An  actio  Buihorize ilie  SecretBrjofWar toiisue 
land  warrtiDt^,and  for  other  purposes;"  which  wu 
read  twice  aod  cnmmilted  to  a  Cominittea  of  [be 
Whole  on  Friday  next. 

Mr  CROffHinsHiELD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Cocnmerce  and  MaDufkclorea,  preieated  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  McFadoo  and  Francis  JohooDot; 
which  was  rend  twice  aud  committed  to  a  Com- 
iniltee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CBoWNinaBiELD  from  the  same  commit 
tee,  preseotfd  A  bill  to  change  the  name  of  the 
DistrictufNanjemoy  to  that  pf  St  Mary's;  which, 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Cummitie«  of 
the  Whole  tomorrow. 

Mr.  Crownihsbield,  from  thenarae committee, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relivf  of  Philip  Nicklin 
and  Robert  EaglesSeld  Oriffiih  ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  declaring  the  town  of  Jersey, 
ia  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  he  a  port  of  deliT- 
tty,  and  for  erecline  a  light-house  on  Wood 
Island,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  m  the  Stale  ofMasia- 
chuseilx,  was  read  the  third  time :  Whe.reupuo,  a 
motion  was  mnde,  and  the  qaestioo  heiog  put. 
that  the  !«id  bill  be  recommitted  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whjie  immediately,  it  wasresoUedia  the 
aSrmatire. 

The  House,  aeeordiagly,  reaolred  itself  into  the 
(lid  Committfe;  aod.  after  tome  ticae  spent 
Ibereia,  the  bill  was  reported  with  an  amend- 
ment;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
tb«  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  wid  ameDdmeatbeencra»i- 
ed,  and,  loffether  wiib  the  hill,  read  the  third  time 
tWay.  The  aatd  engrossed  bill,  together  with 
the  amendment,  was  loea  read  the  third  lime,  and 
paned. 

The  followiog  Message  was  teceired  from  the 
President  of  the  Ukiteb  States: 
ntheamitei>/Rg>reMaiitiiiiitti>flkt  VmitdSaiui 

I  now  Mnunanieat*  to  tha  Hbmo  of  Bapf  saantatiT— 
the  infonoaiian  duiraj  by  thair  Teaolotioiu  ofJaaaary 
twaolj-fburUi,  reUtiTe  I*  the  forlifieatioiu  erected  it 
the  lertiTal  porta  ind  haibon  of  the  Uoilad  Stetes  anil 
their  Temtoriea,  and  to  the  Navy  and  Nan  Taidi  of 
the  United  StalM, 

F»B.  18, 1B08.  TH.  JErPBHBOM. 

The  said  Mesaage  was  mi,  and,  tocher  with 
tha  doeumeots  aceomnanyiog  the  aarae,  referred 
to  iheconaiderationof  aCommitteeDflke  Whole 
on  tbe  slata  of  the  Union. 

A  messafe  from  the  Senate  inform<ed  the 
House  that  the  Senata  hafo  pained  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "Ao  act  to  extend  jorisdictioo,  to  certain 
caaea,  to  Suu  judgea  and  Stat*  oonHa,"  with  an 


amendment;  to  which  ihey  desire 

e  Of  ihio  Hon«e.  The  Senate  faare  al^a  pass- 
ed ■  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relating  to  the  safariet 
of  tbe  indges  of  New  Orleans;"  to  which  tfaef 
defiire  the  concurreoce  of  this  House. 

The  House  re»iil<ied  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  tlie  Mcf^age  of  the  PresideDt  of  the 
United  State*,  of  the  fifth  of  Febrtiary,  otke 
:bouMin'l  eight  htindred  and  Gve,  respectiDg  ih« 
:ase  of  the  brigantioe.Heorick,  and  a  report  of 
;he  Comtnitiee  of  Claims  made  ibemm  ;  and 
ilYer  some  time  spent  ihereia,  the  Commiitea 
rose,  and  reported  a  resolution  ikarcnpon  ;  which 
was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  tha  Hona^  la 
loUows: 

SmlMd,  Tbat^  snai  of diillanoi«ht  taka 

sppropiialad,  oat  of  kpj  sioiMya  in  iW  Ti«aauiy,B«t 
otbnwiM  apfiroprialad,  to  waUa  tke  Ptaaida«l  af  Ih* 
Uoitad  Stetea  to  make  such  reUJUition  as  shall  appeal 
to  be  just  and  equitable,  10  the  owners  of  tb«  Daiuah 
brigsatins  called  tha  Heodck,  and  bar  caivo,  which 
recaptuTod  by  an  American  aimed  »rastl,  in  tha 
jsarone  thouasnd  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine, and 
■old  bv  order  of  (ha  Vice  Admiralty  Court,  in  th«  Brit- 
ish island  of  St.  CbnalOpher  r  Pra*ided,  the  Gorem- 
meot  of  Denmark  shall  make  compensatioD  tor  the 
r«  of  certain  prisaa,  captured  by  tbe  armed  resaela 
of  tha  United  IMalea,  during  the  late  Rerolatiotiaiy 
war  with  Great  BriUin,  and  eanied  into  the  port  of 
BarfeD,  in  IJm  year  one  thooaaad  ■stsd  buDiIrad  and 
aeieaty-niaa  t  and  which,  by  aider  of  the  Uaniah  Oo*>- 
emment,  were,  without  a  judicial  tiial,  iwiend  to  their 
original  projmatan. 

Ordend,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  ia,  pur- 
suant to  tha  Mid  nfaolulion  ;  and  that  the  Cum- 
mittae  of  Claima  do  prepare  and  feri^  in  llie 

SOCIBTT  OF  HABMomr. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  tha 
bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "-Aa  act  to  em- 
power Cteorge  Bapp  and  hisaa.*ociates,  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Harmoay,  to  purcha»e  certain  landa;" 
and  a  motion  bein^  made  further  to  amend  the 
said  bill  by  inserimg,  at  the  end  theteuf,  the 
words  following; 

"  And  interest,  at  the  rate  of  nx  par  cent,  par  an- 
nnna,  coaimsnciiig  from  the  end  of  the  &ur  years 
aferrsaid,  aball  be  charged  on  the  wb^  of  the  six  lart 
paymenta,  until  the  same  ^alt  bs  racaiTsd  into  tha 
pnUic  Treaaory." 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  Bouse  do 
agree  to  the  said  amendment, and  res4^ved  in  tha 
smrmaiiTe — yeas  62,  nays  44,  as  follows : 

TxAs— Bnrwell  Baaaett,  George  M.  Bediagar,  Bai- 
nabaa  Bidwell,  Pbanuel  Biahap,  WiUiam  Bta^adge, 
John  Blake,  junior.  Thooias  Blount,  William  BiiUar, 
John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Cbandbir,  Ji^ 
Claiborne,  Chriatophar  Clark,  Matthew  Clay,  Orehud 
Cook,  Jacob  Cnitrninshield,  Richard  Cutta,  Jeba 
Dawson,  Eliaa  Earle.  Caleb  Ellis,  Elieneier  Elmer, 
William  Ely.  John  W.  Eppea,  Jamaa  Fiak,  Jamas  M. 
Oamett,  Psterwn  Ooodwyn,  Darid  Holmes,  John  Q. 
Jacknn,  Waher  Janes,  Thamaa  Kenan,  Patrick  Ma- 
gmdar,  Rabeit  Marion,  Josiah  Maateis,  Daiid  Meri- 
■lether,  John  Mofrew,  IVimaa  Newton,  jun.,  Gideon 
Olin,  Timaih;  Pitkin,  Jon.,  Joaiah  Qoinqr,  Jahn  Bhaa 


Digitized  byGOOglC 


HI8T0ET  OF  OONGRBSB. 


478 


PlBBDABY.  1806. 


Prvfbgleriofi  Sodetjf  1/  Oeorgetinoa. 


H.  or  It. 


of  TenncHM,  Jtcob  Uchank,  Ttutmia  Saamona, 
Thooiu  Suidford,  EbcncMr  SeiTtr,  Jobn  C.  amitb, 
John  Smith,  Henr;  Soulbird,  Kchtrd  Sunrord,  Wil- 
liam ftednian,  L«itia  B.  Slnrgm,  BenjaiDin  Tai)mtdg«, 
SamuriTenneir.DaTid  Tbomaa.  Philip  Van  Oorthndt, 
Jneph  B.  Vanmm,  F«l«f  Wadivonh,  Matthew  VTti- 
(on,  BUpfaklet  Wkkaa,  Da*ld  B.  WUtMMa,  Marnwdake 
WUHama,  NadiDi  WUIkiM,  and  Ataaudai  Wtlaui. 
Nxra— WiUia  AtetMi,  jatUBT,  Dwid  BmiI,  SUmm  Bat- 
ton.  Jamea  M.  Broom,  Bobart  Bntwn,  lat*fh  Olar, 
GoorgB  Clinton,  jasur,  Fndeock  Connd,  Sanael  W. 
Dana,  Em  Daifar,  John  Daraopoit,  jnaior,  Williaoi 
Dickaon,  Jansa  Elliot,  William  Findlay,  Silu  HalMy, 
8eth  HaaUnga,  William  Hebna,  Janwa  Holland,  Da Tid 
Hough,  Michael  Leib,  Duncan  MacFalland,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  Tboma*  Moore,  JcMOiiab  Mornw,  Oordon 
S.  Mumfbrd,  Jn«e|rii  H.  Nicholaon,  Joka  Pngli,  John 
Rea  of  Fannsjiiania,  John  KnaMll,  Peter  Saillj-,  Mar- 
tin O.  Hchnneman,  Junea Sloan,  John  Si^llh,  Samael 


K.  Van  RenaaalaeT,  Daniel  C.  Teii>lan<^  John  Whit^ 
hill,  and  Robmt  WhitehiU. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  Mid  tmendmeala.  tofsthn 
with  tbr  hill,  be  re«d  the  third  limt'to-dny. 

The  aeid  bitt,  tofietber  with  the  amendmeDta 
thereto,  was  remd  ine third  lime;  104,00  theqne*- 
lion  ibml  the  btl),  ai  ameaded,  do  psw,  it  puaed 
in  the  nepatire — veai  46.  Days  40. 

Mr,  Spbaksb  aeckrtMg  himaelf  with  tbc  oRya. 
And  ao  tb«  said  bill  was  rejealed. 

Those  wbo  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are — 

David  Bard,  Frederick  Conrad,  I.eonaid  Covington, 
Ezra  Datb;,  John  Davenport,  J aniar,  Jamaa  Elliot, 
Willian  Findlej,  Jamaa  Flak.  laaiah  L.  Oreen,  8U«a 
Halsey,  WiUiam  Helm.  Jamea  HoHand,  Michael  1Mb, 
Dwi(t«)  MtcFailand,  Patrii^  Magnidsr,  JoaUh  Max 
Xen,  William  MaCraery,  Niobolaa  R.  Moora,  Tbomaa 
Moore,  Jeraniab  Mottdit,  QmdonS.  Mnmfonl,  Joasph 
H.  Nicholaon,  John  Pugh,  Thomu  M.  Randolph,  John 
Baa  of  Pennajlvaoia,  John  Biuaell,  Petei  Saillj,  Thos. 
Sammona.  Martin  G.  Schuaunao,  Jamea  Sloan,  John 
Stnitis,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Soathard,  Tbomaa 
Spalding,  Joaeph  Stanton,  David  Tbomaa,  Uri  Tracr, 
Philip  Van  Coitlandt,  Joseph  B.  Varnnm,  Daniel  C. 
Verplani^  John  Wbitehill,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Elipba- 
let  Wickea,  Marmadake  Williama,  Nathan  Williama, 
and  Thomaa  Wynna. 

Those  who  voled  in  the  Deprive,  are-— 

WiUie  Alaton,  jnn.,  Joaeph  HaAtt,  George  H.  Bed- 
inger,  John  Blake,  jui|.,  Thomaa  Blount,  William  But- 
ler, John  CarapbeU,  Levi  Oasej,  John  Chandler  Mar- 
tin Chittenden,  John  Olaibome,  Chriatophsr  Clark, 
Matthew  Obr,  Jacab  CrovminabieM,  Ridtard  Catia, 
John  Dawaon,  Eliaa  Eavk,  Catab  EUs,  Ebaneiar  Bl- 
mer,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppas,  PrlanHHi  Oo*l- 
wyn,  David  HotaHa,  J^  O.  Jaiiwm.  Walter  Janaa, 
Thoaa*  Ksnan,  Bobart  Mario*,  David  Meriwathar, 
Tbomaa  Newton,  Jan.,  Gideon  Otio,  TiaMtbj  Pitkin, 
jim-,  Joeiafa  QniofT,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneaaae,  Jacob 
Richatda,  Tbomaa  Sandlbrd,  John  Cotton  Smith.  John 
Smith,  Richard  Stanlbrd,  William  Stedman,  Lawia  B. 
Sturgea,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samael  Teoney,  Pelag 
Wadsworth,  Matthew  Walton,  David  R.  WUIiama, 
and  Richard  Winn. 

CHURCH  IN  GEORGETOWN. 

Mr.  FiKBLBT  called,  ap  the  bill  for  iD<iorp«ra- 
ting  iho  Praat^lanaa  8o«i«ty  ill  QfOftMoirb 


The  bill  wan  long,  and  was  read  by  RPciions.  (Mio 
■pciion  authorized  «  lottery  for  finiahiog  tha 
church. 

Mr.  Clark  taoved  to  strike  oat  tbe  section; 
you  would  DOi  convert  your  church  iato  a  gacn- 
blins  hoase.  I  never  considered  (hat  religion  of 
the  best  kind  which  u-an  supported  by  lotieries. 

Mr.  Sloar. — 1  Bta  for  striking  out.  I  never 
will  consent  10  an  act  authorizing  public  gam- 
bling. 

Mr.  Cl&bk. — Corporations  of  all  kind*,  bat 
more  particularly  ecclenisslicat  eorporatioDs.  are 
objects  of  my  particular  hatred.  Religion  I  do 
not  consider  of  this  world.  I  am  no  enemy  to  it, 
botrever;  I  adore  ji.  To  try  the  principle  of  th« 
bill,  I  move  10  strike  odi  the  flr&t  Heciion. 

Mr.  SouTBiaD. — I  can  see  no  possible  obi ee- 
tiOB  to  an  act  of  inrorporaiioB  in  ihia  as  well  aa 
other  caaec.  There  are  many  advantag-  e  ■  soci- 
eiy  of  ibis  nature  cannol  enjoy  withoui  iacorpO' 
ration.  DonaiioBs  from  the  wralib^,  who  aftcn 
beaneatb  i-nma  for  tbe  benefit  of  religion,  caanot 
be  held  without  such  incorporation. 

Mr.  Sloai). — We  have  no  act*  of  incorpor*- 
lion  in  the  society  in  which  I  was  twougbt  U{^ 
(the  Quakers;)  yet  we  Bad  00  diffiiuliy  in  ibo 
manafieraenl  of  our  affiiire — no  difficulty  to  re- 
ceiving gifia.  1  abhor  all  eccleiissrieal  corpora- 
tions. CungresB  never  has,  and  I  hope  never  will, 
alain  ila  pagea  with  an  act  of  this  sort. 

Mr.  Smilib. — I  hope  the  geatlemaa  from  New 
Jeracy  will  not  frisbien  hiotiieir  with  tbe  echo  of 
his  owtt  words.  No  rvil  can  reauli  from  ibiaacC. 
The  opinion  of  the  Quakers  ia,  that  dd  money 
oaghl  to  assiil  ibem  in  their  pasaage  lo  heaven  \ 
othera  believa  that  tnonrvisemiloyfd  10  tbe  best 
advantage  ia  ihia  way  {  hefice  the  Qaaktra  nevaj 
pay  ihoM  wk«  preaeh'  Ibr  tbem,  wbile  almost  all 
other  alaaaea  of  Christian*  do.  TbegentlemaK 
frtna  New  Jersey  surely  dees  not  wish  10  turbid  a 
clergyoiaa'*  paymrat.  I  boipe  ttwt  oitizena  of 
difiereai  iteretHsions  may  ail  have  a  full  enjpy- 
mani  of  ibctr  nodes  of  rciigioiM  waaship, 

Mr.  Elnbb.— There  never  was  a  nation  wtth- 
ODI  religious  esiabliebraeats.  All  sects,  eluept 
the  Quakera,  pay  their  preaeher*,  and  if  the 
preaehera  anoDg  the  Q,uakeTB  bare  nut  a  direct 
salar*,  they  Snd  meana  to  obtain  aotnetbiag  of 
that  aind  indirectly,  thoogh  001  frum  direct  fuoda. 
Ouasidarcd  to  a  moral,  poliiical,  and  reltgiotu 
view,  tiKras  acta  of  incorporaiion  are  bighiy  no- 
ceraary  and  profierfor  the  well  bring  of  aoeiety. 

Mr.  Ci.aRK.— Thie  is  the  fin-t  request  that  naa 
been  mad*  to  Congreaa  for  a  religious  incorpora- 
tion ;  if  we  check  it  now,  we  may  check  what 
may  hertafiar  prove  in  immense  evil,  ft  is  from 
small  begionincs  ihat  great  disasters  naiially  rise. 
Should  Ihia  bill  pass,  1  foreeee  what  may  perhaps 
In  time  come  to  fa*a.  I  can  foresee  ibe  practice 
or  pioti:!  Iranda,  The  prievts  dremed  in  their  ea- 
nooieala,  Btiet>divg  the  rich  man  on  his  dying 
bed,  aod  urging  ihe  rrpenlioe  dinner  lo  part  with 
a  portion  orhis  wealth  for  the  good  of  ibe  church, 
and  for  the  obieintnent  of  a  cetiain  pauport  to 
beaveo. 
'  Mr.  FmnLBT.— ThiaiiaDaccommodatioaCaik- 
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gTpfi  ooly  can  grant,  and  whicb  U  enjujed  in  all 
tbe  SiHies. 

M'-  NiCBOLaon.— I  nerer  knew  an  application 
of  ihis  kind  10  be  refused  in  ihe  Slate,  a  part  uf 
which  1  baTe  the  honor  to  repre^nl.  In  (be  Le- 
gislaiurf  of  thai  Siaic,  hnlf  a  dozen  applieatioo* 
of  this  Eort  would  have  been  granted  in  [he  time 
we  hiTP  already  spent  in  iliii  unnecessary  and 
ifaameful  debate.  Why  should  we  refuse  1  If  a 
vtcitij  of  Hindoos  in  the  District  ihould  make 
aucb  an  application.  I  should  not  tbink  of  refu- 
ting them,  if  the  dying  rich  man  belieTea  the 
beKiowmeQt  of  a  nan  nf  his  wealth  for  the  bene- 
fit of  reliffion'will  be  a  deed  rendering  htm  more 
acceptable  to  heaven,  tball  he  be  deprived  of  this 
right  to  gire,  because  aooiber  ihinkiiutherwiBeT 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tenneuee,  mored  to  poRtpone  the 
consideraiiuD  of  ihe  bill  till  tbe  1st  of  May. 

Mr.  Smilib  spoke  against  poaipoaemeni. 

Mr.  Q,niMCT. — I  had  not  inleoded  to  open  my 
mouth  on  asubjeet  that  appeared  to  me  so  plain  ; 
where  our  duty  nas  M  Apparent;  but  t^a  debate 
ha*  taken  so  straDge  a  turn  that  I  most  mike  a 
few  remarks.  This  is  a  mere  civil  aSUir— reli- 
gion has  nothing  to  do  with  it,  m>  far  as  we  are 
cODCPrned  in  granting  or  refusinff  >he  application. 
I  nerer  knew  an  application  of  this  kind  to  be 
refuned — it  is  an  application  for  the  grant  of  cer- 
tain powers  10  a  ceriaio  nnmbeT  of  persons;  it  Is 
like  an  appticaiion  for  the  JDcorpocatiun  of  a 
bank,  or  aoything  similar.  Congress  have  ooly 
to  inquire  whether  or  not  the  ends  are  proper; 
whether  tbe  powers  asked  are.  or  are  not  likely  to 
be^  injurious.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  f  Mr. 
Clark}  says,  that  incorporation*  of  all  kinds, 
parttcolarly  eeelesiasiieal,  are  objects  of  his  great 
abhurrenee.  The  objects  of  his  abhorrence  most 
then  be  rery  numerous,  for  they  almost  every- 
where abound,  la  Masaactansetts  nothing  can 
be  more  common.     The  iQcorporaiioo  of  a  reli- 

E'oos  tociety  is  not  fur  tbe  mereparnoee  nf  ena- 
ing  snch  a  soeiety  to  receive  the  gifts  that  may 
be  bequeaibcd  them  )  the  incorporation  is  for  the 
IMrpow  of  eDahtiag  a  society,  or  number  of  per- 
aoBi,  to  transact  their,buainns,  to  hold  properly, 
IB  aaean'l  he  sued,  Ac.  Property  ihey  must  bold, 
and.  if  not  held  as  a  corponiie  body,  ihey  most 
bold  it  aa  joint  tenaota— tenants  in  common— «r 
they  must  have  trusleea  to  bold  it  for  them,  or  a 
part  must  hold  as  irusiees  ibr  the  rest ;  and  heace 
arise  innumerable  difiiculiieo,  litigations,  and  dia- 
agreemenis-Tdifficul  ties  thai  will  notarise  in  cor- 
porate bodie*.  You  have  only  to  take  care,  when 
an  act  of  incorporaiion  isaraated,  that  no  powers 
be  granied  that  may  hav«  an  injurious  effect. 

Mr.  SoDTHitn.— The  incorporation  of  almost 
all  societies  if:  for  the  nd'aniage  of  the  pnblio ; 
the  incorporaiion  of  religious  bodiea  has  ever 
b««>  beoeficial  lo  morals  and  to  ooeieiy  at  large. 
It  enables  ihem  lo  give  and  to  receive  justice)  to 
•He  and  lo  be  sued.  The  benefits  of  iocorpora- 
lioo  are  innumerable;  what  were eocii-ty  without 
tbemi  what  are  we  bot  a  corporate  body? 

The  bill  puted  to  a  third  reading  by  a  large 
majority. 


WEDMEaoAT,  February  19. 

A  Mentage  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  comiauoicatiug  information 
from  Captain  Meriwether  Lewis,  of  the  first  regi- 
ment of  lofaotrv,  who  was  appointed,  with  a  partf 
of  men,  to  eaplore  the  river  Misaouri  from  ila 
mouth  to  ill  source.  ThcHnsagr  wasread,aDd, 
looeiher  with  the  documents  traosmitied  there- 
with, ordered  to  lie  on  ^he  table. 

Mr.  JoBN  C.  Smitb,  from  the  Cotnmitlee  of 
Cltinii.  presented  a  bill  enabling  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  make  rettitolion  lo  the  Oov- 
erament  of  Denmark  for  the  capture  and  coodem- 
naiion  of  the  Danish  bri^Dtine  calleJ  the  Hen> 
rick :  whiuh  was  read  twice,  and  comnnitted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Oacoo,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  who  were  directed  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House,  of  the  tHeniieib  ultimo,  "to  io^oire  ioto 
■  be  eipedicncy  of  providing,  by  law,  fur  the  ad- 
judication of  claims  set  up  by  persons  in  virtue 
of  pun^haset,  or  Iraasfera  from  pnrchaMis  of 
lands  of  the  Uniied  States,  previous  to  tbe  ema- 
nation of  grants  under  their  authority,"  made  a 
re]>ort  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a   Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday 

Mr.  BoTLt,from  tbe  committee  to  whom  was 
referred, on  the  tbirteenih  inrtani,  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  eaiiiled  ''An 
act  for  altering  ihe  time  for  holdinc  the  Circuit 
Court  in  the  district  of  North  CatoRna,"  made  a 
report  thereon  ;  which  waa  read,  and  ordeied  to 
lie  on  Ihe  table. 

Tbe  House  proeeeded  to  eonrider  the  amend- 
ment proposea  bf  ihe  Senate  to  the  bill,  eofiiled 
"An  act  to  extend  jnTisdlction  in  certain  eases  to 
Slate  judges  and  State  courts :"  Whereupon,  tbe 
said  amendment,  together  with  tbe  bill,  were  re- 
ferred 10  Mr.  Saillt,  Mr.  PiTEiM.Hr.  BAHD,Ur. 
Moanow,  and  Mr.  FowuiR. 


Raolotd,  That  a  commillee  be  appointed  lo 
consider  the  propriety  of  amending  the  fourth 
seciion  of  tbe  act,  eatiilcd  "An  act  coocemiog 
the  Library  for  the  use  of  both  Houses  of  Coa- 
aress,"  so  as  to  extend  the  privilrav  of  taking 
books  out  of  the  Library,  to  tbe  Secretary  m 
Slate,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  tbe  Sec- 
retary of  War,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and 
the  Atiotney  Oeneral  of  the  United  State*;  mad 
that  the  Committee  have  leave  to  lepott  by  bUl) 
or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Mewrs.  Joasra  Ci^r,  Nioboi.- 
aoH,  and  Jobi«  C.  Shitb,  be  appoiaied  a  com- 
miitee,  purmiant  to  the  said  resolution. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An act 
relating  lo  the  salaries  of  the  judges  of  New  Oi^ 
leans,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  ioto  a  Commillee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  ihe  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  lo  whom  was  w 
fenredjOn  the  eighth  ultimo,  ihepeiiiion  ofPran- 
cia  Amwy.    Tna  CiHniaiitta  loag,  and  reported 
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agmiiut  the  pn^'i  of  the  peiiiioocr;  which  wms 
agreed  to  by  the  Honie. 

The  Housetook  into  coDiiderttioD  (he  amended 
bill  for  lading  a  doty  of  tea  dollan  on  erety  aUre 
imported  into  the  United  Stalea. 


HuagKiiag  liana  into  the  United  States,  that  the 
Testefin  which  they  ate  brought  thall  he  forfeited. 
It  it  silent  with  ref^d  to  the  forfeiture  or  libam- 
tioBof  thealBTei.] 

CHURCH  m  GBOHGETOWN. 
The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Tru*icea  of  a  Prea- 
b^leiian  Charch  in  Oeorgeiowa  was  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  Elhss  supported,  and  Meain.  Jackson, 
Sloin,  Holland,  and  Rhea,  oppOEed  the  bill. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
the  bill  pasaed— yeaa  72,  nays  40,  aa  follows: 

Ybas — DtTid  Bard,  jMepfa  B«it«T,  8ilu  Betton, 
Barnabu  Bidwdl,  WilUun  BlacUadK*,  Idka  BUke, 
jna.,JwnM  M.  Broom,  Robert  Brown,  JohnCun^MU, 
John  ChaDdloT,  Martin  Chitlandan.Jaasph  Clay,  Fred- 
erick ConradiLeonird  CoTingtOD,  Richard  Catta.Bam- 
uet  W.  Dana,  Em  Darby,  John  Darenport,  junior, 
Jdinea  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellia,  Ebeoeur  Elmer,  William 


Helms,  David  Holme*,  David  Hough,  Michael 
Leib,  Henry  W.  Livrngston,  Duncan  MacFarland, 
Patrick  MagTuder,  Robert  Marion,  Joaiah  Maatera,  Wi^ 
liaiD  McCreeiT,  Njcbolai  R.  Moore.  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  0.  Motelj,  Gurdon  8.  Mumfoid,  Jeirmiah 
NelaoD,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  J<^m  Pngh,  Joaiah 
Quinc^,  John  Rea  oT  PennaylTaoia,  John  Rnaaell,  Tho- 
maa  Sommona,  Martin  G.  Sehuuemani  John  BmiHe, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  Henrr  Soathard,  Tbonita  Snld- 
ing,  Joaoph  Stanton,  Williaa  8ledmau,  Lawia  B. 
Sturgea,  Samnel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Smd- 
'  *  ""lomia,  Thomaa  W.  Thonpaon, 
CoitUndt,  Killian  K.  VanRana- 


„     .  „     .     "nia 

nel  Tenn^,  Daiid  Tbomia,  Tl 
Uri  Tncj,  Philip  Van  "    "' 
•eUer,  JoMrii  B.  "— 
Whitehill,  Robert 
than  Williama,  and  Thanaa  Wynna. 

Naxb — WiUia  Alston,  junior,  George  M.  Bedinger, 
Phanuel  Biabop,  Thomas  Blannt,  John  Boyle,  William 
Butler,  Levi  Caat^,  John  Ckibome,  Chriatopber 
Clark,  Hattlww  Clay,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crawnin- 
ahield,  William  Diekaou,  Bliaa  Earie,  Peter  Early,  John 
W.  Eppea,  Peterson  Ooodwyn,  Edwin  day,  Bilaa 
Halsej,  Jamea  Holland,  John  G.  Jackson,  Thomaa 
Kenan,  Dand  Meriwether,  ThaoiBe  Moore,  Thomaa 
Newton,  jnnioi,  Gideon  Olio,  Thoma*  M.  Raa- 
dolpb,  John  Shea  of  Tenneaaee,  Peter  Hailly,  ThomM 
Suidford,  EbeneMf  BeaTer,  Jamea  Sloan,  John  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Richard  SUnford,  Matthew  Walton, 
DkTid  R.  Williams,  Mamndake  WilHama,  Alaiaoder 
WiIaon.and  Richard  Winn. 

JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  JoaiPB  C1.AT,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
waa  refened  the  petition  tof  William  Levis  and 
Uugb  Maxwell,  made  the  following  report : 

That,  on  «  member  taking  hia  aeat  in  CongreM  tat 
the  Srat  time.  It  baa  been  hnretobre  costomary  to  lop- 
ply  him  with  a    copy  of  ika  Jovnula  of  the  Gongreaa 

9ihCoii.— :- 


nnder  the  Conrederalion.  For  thia  pnrp«M,by  ajinnt 
reaolntion  of  the  Senate  and  Honae  of  RapraaentaliTea^ 
^l»ond  on  the  Sd  day  of  March,  IT09,  the  Soerataty 
^  the  Senate  and  Cleric  of  the  House  of  Repreaantar 
tiTea  were  authiniied  and  directed  to  aubscribe  for  tbnr 
hundred  copioa  of  the  said  Joornala,  then  propoaed  to 
be  publiahed  by  Richard  Fo)i*ell.  Thoae  copiea  wn« 
accordingly  procnreil,  and  have  been  diatnbuted  to 
members  of  each  Congreas,  until  the  present.  At  the 
meeting  of  the  present  Congress  it  has  been  found  that 
only  ten  copiea  remain,  which  are  by  no  means  aoffl- 
dent  to  snpply  those  membera  who  have  not  serred  a 
former  Congress  with  one  copy  each. 

The  pelitioneia  oBbr  to  fornish  one  hundred  and 
thirty  cojucs,  boond  in  boardi,  (o  be  delivered  at  Waab- 
ington,  at  #16  a  aet.  Thia  is  the  price,  includiog  bind* 
ing  and  the  expense  of  tranaportatioa,  atwbtchfbmHt 
lelB  were  fum^ed,  and  ii,  aa  the  committee  are  in- 
fbimed,  at  a  mndi  leaa  rata  than  ttot  at  whidi  tk* 
Journals  could  now  be  printed. 

Proriaion  ought,  parhi^  to  be  made  for  ptinlint  at 
the  public  ecpenae  another  edition  of  these  important 
Journals;  this,  bowarer,  ia  not  aaubjecton  which  your 


recommend  the  following  reaolul 

Raolvcd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
the  Clerk  of  the  Honseof  RepresentatiTsabe  authoriied 
and  directed  to  purckmse,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate  and 
Houae  oT  RapresantatiTea,  ftom  William  I^ns  and 
HnghMaiwell,  180  copiea  of  PotwoO'a  edition  of  the 
Journals  of  the  Congress  nnder  die  ConftderallDn,  at 
■nch  prioe,  not  exceeding  uitaen  doUara  per  set,  m 
they  may  deem  eUgibla. 

Referred  to  «  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoom 
(o-morrow. 


THDiiaDAT,  Febroary  80. 

Mr.  JoflR  C.  Smith  from  the  Committee  tS 
Claimi,  to  whom  waa  referred  on  the  Mrmtb  ul- 
timo, the  petition  of  Willis  Wileon,  made  a  re- 
port thereon;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  eonsideration  of  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JoBtt  C.  SHtTB,  from  the  same  commiiteey 
preaented  a  bill  making  proriaion  for  extinguish- 
ing the  debts  due  from  the  United  States ;  whieh 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  nest. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Wbole  on  Ibe  bill  for  relief  of  Philip  Nicklin 
and  Robert  Eaglesfield  Oriffilh.  The  bill  waa 
reported  without  amendmeot,  and  ordered  to  be 
engroBied  and  read  the  (bird  tinw  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JoaEPBCiAY,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed yesterday,  jwesented,  according  to  order,  a  bill 
to  amend  an  act  eniiiled  "An  act  concerning  the 
Library  for  the  use  of  both  Honaes  of  Congreas ;" 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Cmi- 
mittee  of  the  Wbole  lo-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  whom  was  committed,  oo  the  fifth  in- 
stant, the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
paymau  of  the  witneiaes  and  ouiei  ezpeniei  on 
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the  impeaehmrntaf  Saniii*)  GhR>«,and  lo  which 
CummiitFe  of  rhr  Whole  wrr  al-o  eominiiia ',  on 
the  elerenih  ioHtRiiI,  the  hilt  Hrtil  Uom  fhe  Seoiite, 
eaiiileri  "An  net  mikitiK  pr(iT)ii[on   Tor  (h«  com 
penntiof)  ofwilnepwe*,  who  mlended  the  trial  of 
the  jm peach m rot  nf  S  mupl  Cbase,"  be  dischi 
gej  frum  ihe  consideniion  of  ihe  i<Hid  hst  mc 
tionerl  hill;  and  ihii  Ihe  said  bit!  be  com  mill 
to  a  Cnmmitiee  or  Itie  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  HI>u^>e  reKolved  iisetf  into  a  Committee 
Ike  Whole  oo  the  bill  rent  from  the  Senate,  t 
liilrd    ''An  act  aurhnriziag  the  sale  of  a  Inict 
land  in  (he  tonrnof  Cipejnnaii,  and  State  or  Ohio. 
The  bill  van  reported  wiih  an  anwodmeDi  ibere- 
10 ;  wbieb  waa  twice  mad  and  acreed  lo  t^  the 


On  mntinn,  it  wsa 

Bttoittd,  That  (be  Conmiitee  m  the  PrUic 

E«aDdabe  mMruoted  Ia inquire  into  (he  expediency 

of  granting  ■  preemption  right  to  George  Anfa 

oTone  mile  «qnare  of  land-  in  the  Indiana  Terri- 

iclade  fain  JmproTements. 

IMewtoh   Ksid,  be  had   been   requeMed  to 

t resent  t«?eral  regoiuiionii,  unanimously  adopted 
r  ibtt  cidZfOB  tff  Norfolk  and  Porttmouih.  ei- 
E-ewire  of  their  indignation  at  the  couduet  of 
ritaio  onlherexiricliDOiiand  iilundering  to  which 
our  commercf  is  eipined,  and  at  the  d^rading 
■itMtit>o  i.o  whicb  '>ur  braveheflsra  are  subjected 
bjr  arhilrarf  Hitd  iltecal  impreraniendi  also,  ea- 
preasi*e  of  their  deter  mi  nation  to  aupport.  with 
iheir  liree  aad  fortune*,  luch  meaaurea'ai  the 
council)'  of  this  nation  may  adopt. 

Ur.  N.  Kaid  he  wa«  happy,  on  thii  oecaston.  to 
be  made  the  orgiin  of  this  cummunicaikm.  The 
retoluiioDs  were  characterized,  M  r.  N.  nid.  hv  that 
language  whirh  had  been  uied  on  ihe  birth-day 
of  Americao  freedam  and  indepen4eDce ;  andihejr 
Veaihed  ■  spirit  highl*  h  'onrable  to  tbe  ciiiaeD* 
sf  a  free  and  indrpcniwnt  oatiao. 

Tbe  Fewlutionn  were  then  read,  and  referred  to 
«  C-MninilMe  of  lh«  Wbole  on  the  atata  of  the 

Ufiioii. 


Mr.  Nbi 


CHAKLEBTOWN,  TIROINTA. 

Mr,  GaowMimHicLD,  from  the  Cominittec  of 
Cammereeaml  KanufHoiureti.  made  a  report  on 
thepetliioDofnuodry  inhabttantaof  Charlentowa, 
Tirginia,  prnyiog  that  Mid  place  nay  be  made  ■ 
inrt  rf  entry  and  deliri^y. 

Tbe  report  if  detailed,  and  asaitint  a  variety  of 
Kiaiipa  Bgaibft  the  expediency  of  gnniin^  the 
prayer  of  the  peiitionem.  and  cuoeludea  with  a 
reMlnlioa  that  they  bare  Icbtc  to  withdraw  their 
pet  ii  ion. 

Thf  Houm,  having  takaa  tfae  report  ioln  con- 
aide  rati '>»— 

Mr.  Jadksom  obterTed  that  ih*  facta  detailed  in 
the  report  were  conceded.  It  was  prahaMe  thai 
there  would  nerw  bo  a  »e«wl  antered  at  Gharlea- 
tiiwti  fnm  a  foreign  eoaniry.  Wiih  regard  to 
the  ^uccem  of  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner!!.  Mr. 
1.  *tid  lie  ibonld  not  have  been  mnBoine,  hut  for 
K  CmatituiiiMial  proviiion  which  he  coaMdocd 


imperative.  No  port  of  entry  eiiaied  in  thewnt- 
ern  part  iif  Virginia,  in  coniteqaence of  whirfa,  vea- 
iielt  tailing  from  Cbarteatown  were  oblijied  to 
pay  dutiea  at  New  Ortean*.  The  Consiituiiuiwl 
provixioD,  to  which  he  alluded,  was  this:  -'No 
preferenot  ahaJI  be  given  by  any  regulation  of 
commerce  or  revenue  to  (he  porta  of  one  Slate 
over  ihoM  oT  aaoibev ;  nor  ahall  vewds  bonnd  to 
or  from  oae  Stale  be  obliged  toeoier.  clear,  or  pay 
dnliei  in  aootber."  Wa«  it  net  obrioiu  that  a 
pr«fereiwe  wai  given  to  iha  porta  of  one  State 
over  those  of  anolber  by  requiring  (be  vessrli^ 
the  one.  to  enter  and  clear  in  the  porta  of  the  other; 
and  was  it  not  also  obvious  that  the  latter  part  of 
the  provision  was  equally  violated  1  It  would  bt 
a  grF«t  convenience  lo  the  petitiotters  to  give 
bondi  and  take  out  clearance)  in  the  neighorbood 
of  tbe  place  where  their  vessels  are  boilt,  instead 
of  being  obliged  lo  go  to  a  distance  of  2.006 
miles,  where  they  would  find  themselrea  amung 
strangeri. 

Mr.  CROWifiNflmaLB  'Obcerred  that  dtcic  were 
several   porta  of  entry  already  in  Virginia  from 


OrlMns  and  Hatches  were  not  within  the  limit) 
of  a  SiKie,  and  therefore  were  not  embraced  by 
■  he  Conaiitutional  provision  referred  to;  and 
added  iha(  dnties  were  only  paid  on  the  entry  of 
vemi'lit  from  a  foreign  country. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  ihouzhi  there  wa*  itoffirrienl 
njnusiMlily  in  the  remarkxaf  ihegeotleroan  from 
VirgJDis.to  give  thii  subject  a  Totl  dtKCtucsion. 
He,  iherefore.  moved  a  re'erence  of  tbe  report  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Utmdaf, 
which  waa  agreed  to — yeas  fin. 

SALARIES  OP  JUDGES. 

The  Houae  reaolved  iuwlf  inio  a  Conroittee  of 
the  Whole,  on  a  bill  frwn  ibe  Senate^  reluive  to 
tbe  «alarie&  of  tke  jodgn  of  the  Territoty  of  Or* 
leans. 

The  ball  increases  the  aalarln  of  the  jndgea  of 
the  superior  and  dir-Irict  court  from  two  thumand 
to  two  lhou^and  Ave  ktindred  dollars;  and  allows 
I.  B.  PrevoM,  a  judge  of  the  anperror  court,  an  ad- 
ditional salary  f if  five  hondm]  dollars,  fur  ^errrcea 
heretofore  pnformed  by  him  without  (he  aid  of 
the  D(her  judgm. 

Mes-rs.  8lo«n  and  Msriwctbii  called  fot 
infurmaiion  relative  to  tbe  grounds  on  vthich  tba 
proposed  increase  of  salaries  is  made. 

Mr.  BaRlt  replied,  that,  since  the  organization 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleana,  (be  President  bad  not 
been  able  to  obtainaay  peraooor  persons  properly 
qualified,  eaeept   Mr,  Prevost,  who    bad   cooae- 

Xieutly  been  obliged  to  perform  all  tbr  daties  of 
e  court  i  thai  it  was  requisite  for  ibe  juilges  not 
only  to  understand  ihe  laws  of  ibeir  own  country, 
but  likewi:(e  those  of  the  country  to  whom  (M 
Terri(ory  belonged  provious  (o  its  COtaion;  and, 
io  addi'ion  to  this,  it  was  nece»>ary  for  ibrm  la 
be  acqaainied  with  tbe  French  and  Sfianwb  lan- 
goagm.  Added  lo  this,  ibe  price  of  liviac  ww 
extremi-ly  high, and  the  climate  very  nnbealihy. 
Mr.  FIHM.BY  comtfaoattd  thia  ataiamMiL 
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tfidtlin  and  Ori0h-~Saiarv»  of  Judga. 
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Tbe  Commiiipe  n»eaDd  reported  their  tgre*- 
tnent  to  the  tiill,  wbinh  wt*  ordured  to  •  third 
miliD(r  lhi«  daf. 

The  bitl  was  aeennNn^y  rem<l  a  third  time. 

MeuT*.  MniwrrBBR  iind  O.  W.  CaMFmLL 
oppisf  d,  and  Mra*M.  J.  Cur,  Cl4KK,  aad  Nioa- 
OLaoN.  <(>[)ported  the  bill. 

Mr  OoNMif  morerf  a  poatpaoeiatat  of  lb«  bill 
till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Jackmh  hoped  tha  bill  woald  be  Ncom- 
milted  tu  a  leteet  eoaiAiiltee  eropoiMred  to  jiaiw 
in  review  ffaenalarieiar all  tbe  judffMof  the  Uai 
ted  States.  He  did  aot  think  tbe  aalarie*  in  this 
bill  too  high,  but  he  iboaglit  thaae  alluwcd  to  ifae 
other  jadi^  too  lo«. 

Mr.  Rbb4  itpobc  in  favor  af  the  bill. 

Mr.  LciB  (booirtit  too  mueh  eeleritjr  ahould 
BOi  be  gi*ao  n  tfae  paatagv  of  an  appwprluioD 


Mr  Btahtoh  upoke  againat  tfaa  b 
Tbe  ^VretiDQ  was  then  taken  on  tnemouon  K 
ptoipoaa^  1* bieb  ws*  Mrried — afe»  60. 

Fbii>at,  February  si, 

Mr.  NicBOLaoN,  from  tbe  Cammiltee  of  Ways 
and  MfaoH,  pimeoted  a  hilt  makiofc  appropria- 
tions for  [be  support  of  OoTernment,  during  the 
year  une  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nil ;  wnich 
was  twice  read,  and  commiued  to  a  Cumoiiltee 
ofihe  Whole  ua  Monday  nrxi. 

Tlie  bill  oeni  frum  tbe  Srnaie,  entitled  "Aq  act 
Uithoriziog  the  lale  or  a  tract  of  Ixod  in  the  town 
ot  CiiiniDDati  and  State  of  Oiiio,''  together  with 
ibe  amendment  agreed  to  yegterdajr,  was  read  the 
ibird  lime,  and  pasHeJ. 

A  bill  was  receired  froni  the  Senate,  to  laRpeoi] 
the  eontmcrcial  iniercuurse  between  the  United 
State*  ttnd  certain  pans  of  the  island  of  St.  Dii- 
tniofu.  Thi«  bill  prohibits  all  cotnmercial  inter- 
cour>e  between  citizens  or  iohabitaotn  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  anJ  say  part  of  the  inland  of  St. 
Dnminso  not  in  the  poMeMioa  and  under  the 
ackoowledged  GoTeroDient  of  France ;  in  Tiola- 
liun  of  idis  prorisioo.  (he  vessel  atid  caiqo  are  to 
he  forfeiied.  It  is  limited  to  one  year,  and  ibe 
Pre>ideit(  is  sDiburized,  at  any  intermediate  li 
to  take  off  the  reHlnioti  and  prohibitions. 

Referred   to  a  Cummittee  of  the  Whole 


NICKUN  AND  SRirFITB. 

Tbe  bin  Tor  the  relief  of  Philip  Nieklia  and  R. 
B.  Oriffiib  wns  read  the  third  time,  and  passed— 
yf as  69,  iiay<  40,  ai  follows : 

Tail — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  AndenNxi,  DsTid 
Bard,  Jaaeph  Barker,  Pttanuel  Bishop,  John  Blake,  jr., 
James  M.  BrMm,  Robert  Brown,  Jobn  Campbell,  John 
Chandler,  Joseph  Clay,  Jacob  Orowninahield,  RiGbaR] 
Cutta,  Banud  W.Dana,  William  Button,  Peter  Ear- 
ly, James  EllkH,  Ebeneaer  Elmer,  William  Ely,  Wil. 
Iiam  Pindrey,  Jsawa  Pisfc.  Andrew  Oregg,  Isaiah  L. 
Oreen.  Silas  Hslssy,  Selh  Uaal)D|S.  Da>id  Holnes, 
John  O.  Jaahaoir,  Wsltnr  Jones,  Thomas  Keoan,  Mi- 
duel  Ijaib,  Heniy  W.  Linogsion,  Bobsrt  Manan,  Jari- 
A  Maatan,  WiUiani  HaOMntr,  NkMaa  B.  Mam, 


Themaa  Hows,  Jareniiah'Matrow,  John  Moiraw.  Gar- 
don  0.  MaiaforJ,  Jsreniah  Nslain,  Thamas  Nawuo, 
jr..  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  /aoob  Richards,  John  Ross^, 
Pster  aailtj.  Thamaa  Sawaxnw,  EbsBsser  Besi>ar,  John 
SniJia,  Saaiael  Smith,  Hesiy  Sonthaad.ThomM  8psU- 
ing,  ivasph  Staatan,  Lewis  B.  Storges,  Samael  T^- 
gait,  Baajamin  Tallmadge,  Ssatoel  Tennay,  Daiid 
Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  PhUip  Van  CortUodt,  KiUian  K. 
Van  Rensselasi,  Dsniel  C.  Ver[danck,  Pales  Wiid*. 
worth,  John  Wbitehill,  Robert  Whitebill,  Eliphalst 
Wickes,  Marmadaks  Williams,  Nathan  Williams, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Thnmas  Wynna. 

Nais— Burwell  Bsssett,  Oeorg*  M.  Bodinger,  Silaa 
Batloa,  Barnabas  Bidwetl,  William  Blaekladga, Thoia- 
aa  Blount,  John  BotIs,  William  Butler,  Leri  Cssey, 
Msrtin  CbiRenden,  John  Cfaiborns,  FrednicK  Conrul, 
Eira  Darby,  John  Dansnport,  jr.,  Ellas  Esrie,  Caleb 
EUis,  John  W.  B^ss,  John  Pewlar,  Petanon  Good- 
wjn,  Edwin  Gray,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Duncan  McFarland,  Falrlek  Msgnldar,  Da>id  Meri- 
wether  Oideon  Olin,  John  Pagh,  John  Bea  of  Pcnn- 
■ytvanta,  Jobn  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ttumas  Ssndlord, 
Martin  O.  Schnneman.  Jams*  Sloan,  Jahn  Cotton 
Smith,  John  Smidk  Richard  BUnfind,  Wilhsm  Stad- 
man,  Tbamas  W.  Thonpsan,  Josaph  S.  Varmm,  Da- 
vid B.  WiUama,  and  Alaiander  Wilson. 

SALARIES  OF  JUDOGB. 

The  bill  for  (aerea«'n«  the  aalariea  of  the  jadgea 
of  the  Terriiory  of  Orleans,  was  read  the  third 
time, and  rejected — yeas 45,  nays  S8. as  follows: 

Yau— Willis  Alston,  jr..  Darid  Bard,  William  Bblek. 
ledge,  Jamn*  M.  Broom,  William  Bniler,  Jabo  Ganp- 
beU,  John  Claiborne,  Joseph  Clay,  Prederkk  Conrad, 
Jarob  Crowninsbield,  John  Davenpon.  jr.,  Petar  Early, 
William  Findley,  Jidin  Fowler,  Issiah  L.  Green,  Selh 
Hsstings,  Michael  I.eib,  Heury  W.  Li'ingalaa,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Robait  Kation,  William  McCraary,  Nicho- 
las R.  Moore,  Gnrdca  8.  Mamrord,  Thomas  Newton, 
jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rea  of  Penosylvsnia,  John 
Bhea  of  Tenneaaee,  Msrtin  G.  Sehuneman.  John  Smi- 
lie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  William  Sledman,  Samuel 
Taggsrt,  Ssmusl  Tenney.  David  Thomsi,  Philip  Van 
Cortlsndt,  KUIian  K.  Vsji  RensssUsr,  Joseph  B.  Tsr- 
nnm,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Matthew  Walton.  John 
WhilehUI,  Elipbalet  Wlcfcea,  David  IL  WUHams,  Na- 
than WUliami,  Rirhard  Winn,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

KAjn — Isaar  Anderson,  Joseph  Barker,  Bnrwell 
Baasalt.  Gsorgs  M.  Badiagn,  SUaa  Betloa,  Bsmabas 
Bidwell,  Pbanusl  Bishop.  John  BUka,  jr..  Thomaa 
Bloanl,  Robert  Browa,  John  Bojyia,  Gaoqie  W.  Caotp- 
belU  Levi  Csaey.  John  Chasidler,  Martin  ChUtendaa, 
Matthew  Clay,  Orchard  Cook,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Est* 
Darby,  Willuni  Dickson,  Elias  Baria,  Jamea  Elliot, 
Caleb  Ellis,  Ebeaaaer  Elmer,  WilUan  Ely,  JiriiB  W. 
Ep|ies,  James  Fisk,  Jamea  M.  Gamett,  PctMson  Good- 
wyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Giegg.  Silas  Halsey.  Jobn 
Hamilton,  Dsiid  Holmes,  David  Hough,  Jobn  O.  Jack- 
son, Thomas  Kensn,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Duncsn  Mae- 
Farland,  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Masters,  David  Mer- 
iwether, Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow.  Jereoiish 
Nelaon.  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr^  John  Pugh, 
Jacob  Biehania,  John  Russell.  Peter  Ssilly,  Tbumsa 
Sammona,  Thomas  Ssndford,  Bbeneier  Seaver,  James 
Sloan,  Jobn  Smith.  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Tboaas  SpaUinf.  Richard  Sunford.  Joseph  Stanton, 
Lewis  B.  StorgM.  Benjamin  Tailmadga,  Thomas  W. 
ThampMn,  Uri  Tracy,  Robert  WbitahUI,  Hanuadukfl 


Digitized  byGOOglC 


487 


HISTORY  OF  C0N0RB8S. 


488 


H.  or  R. 


VoxM  Claimt. 


Mr.  Jaokbok  obaanei,  that  the  Home  hsTing 
decided  Rgaintt  ingmentlog  the  aalAriM  of  the 
judsei  oftne  TerritoTf  ofOtleaD*,  in  coDiequeDce, 
prcmhly,  of  the  idee  that  b  general  reriew  of  the 
aalarie*  of  ihe  judges  of  the  serenl  Territories  of 
the  United  States  shoold  be  prerioaKljr  made,  be 
would.  ID  correipoDdence  with  Ibat  ioipressii 
offer  toe  foltowiog  reiolutioa : 

Rooked,  That  the  CommittM  of  Wsji  and  Mciiu 
be  iiutracled  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  incrcu- 
ing  the  saluiei  of  the  officen  of  the  Teititoriea  af  the 
United  Stales,  and  of  the  Dirtrict  of  Columbia,  or  any 
oTthemi  and  that  thej  be  anlboriied  to  report  by  bill 
or  olhenriie. 

On  the  queElion  to  taJte  this  motion  into  contid' 
nation,  the  House  dirided — ayes  23. 

TAZOO  CLAIMS. 

Hr.  Gbego,  agreeablr  to  notice  giyen  f  eater- 
day,  called  for  Ae  aider  of  the  day,  oo  a  resolu- 
tion oflered  by  hiia  on  the  6tb  day  of  December, 
for  the  repeal  of  so  much  of  en  act  of  Congress 
legulating  the  grants  of  land.and  providing  for  the 
disposai  of  the  lands  of  the  United  Sutet  sonib 
of  the  State  of  Tenneiaee,  as  approprialei  any 
portion  thereof  to  the  satisfaction  ai  claims  under 
certain  acts  of  Oeorgia. 

Mr.  MBBiwrrHiR  mored  a  postponement  till 
Uonday. 

Mr.  Bpimu  mored  a  postponement  till  the 
ond  Monday  of  March.  He  said  every  member 
knew  his  eentiments  on  this  enhject.  He  was  in 
&Tor  of  the  proposition  of  the  gratleman  from 
PennsylranJR.  Bat  while  so  many  interesting 
anbjects,  in  which  the  oational  welfare  was  direct- 
Ir  involved,  remained  unacted  upon,  he  did  think 
toat  everything  calculated  to  disturb  the  harmony 
of  the  House,  ought  to  be  withheld  from  consider- 
ation; that  DO  unpleasant  circumstances,  or  di- 
vision of  opiaion  on  subordinate  points,  should 
prevent  the  concnrrence  of  men  of  ail  parties  in 
.the  adoption  of  measures  called  for  by  the  inter- 
esting crisis  of  our  affairs. 

Mr.  Gasoo  did  not  know  on  what  ground  gea- 
tlemen  inferred  tbat  this  proposition  was  trdoti- 
lated  to  cause  more  division  among  the  members 
of  this  House  than  any  other  jvoposition  which 
night  be  offered.  It  was*  plain  and  simplaquea- 
tion,  whether  it  was  not  best,  tinder  all  the  cir- 
enmstances  of  the  case,  lo  repeal  the  law  making 
KD  appropriation  for  aatisfying  the  claims  under 
Che  act  proposed  Hr  be  r^^enled,  that  CoDgress 
might  thus  forever  be  done  with  the  subject? 
Hr.  G.  said  he  had  forborne  calling  up  this  reso- 
lution, for  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia.  Though  he  considered  the  sub- 
ject important,  and  that  it  behooved  the  Legisla- 
ture to  decide  upon  it  at  an  early  day,  he  had 
thought  it  most  advisable  not  lo  call  it  up  till 
the  great  national  business  before  the  House  was 
attended  to.  This  laat  business  had  been,  unex- 
pectedly to  him,  delayed  from  time  lo  time,  and 
hetboDghtic  probable  Chat  the  resolution  under 
Mnuderaiion  could  be  acted  upon  before  the 
Hoosa  were  prepared  to  act  on  the  national  basi- 
net*.   He  regreiied  that  the  anbjeet  of  oiu  diffei- 


eneet  with  one  oi  the  bcIUgerenl  oatiofls  bad  not, 
bafore  this  time,  been  acted  on.  He  bad  laid  a 
resolution  on  tha  table  on  this  subject,  four  weeks 
aio,  but  it  had  been  delayed  by  a  call  for  various 
Treacury  statements — which  he  regretted  having 
conitnied  lo  ask,  as,  in  liia  opinion,  they  had  no 


bearing  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Jaokbox  rose  to  more  a  poatpcmemeBt 
indefinitely. 

Mr.  Lain  mid,  as  tbie  motion  involved  a  decis* 
ioD  of  the  laain  queatioo,  he  wonld  call  for  the 
taking  of  the  yets  and  nays. 

Mr.  Tbomab  hoped  the  gcotleman  frun  Vi^ 
ginia  (Mr.  JACEaon)  would  withdraw  his  moiioo, 
as,  from  its  going  lo  reject  the  reaolatioo,  it  wottU 
produce  all  the  remarks  which  would  arise  from 
a  direct  diacutsion  of  it.  For  the  reaaons  which 
had  been  urged  by  the  gentleman  6am  VirjgiDia, 
(Mr.EppBS,)  who  bad  first  spoken,  which  he  con- 
sidered very  cogent;  and  aa  the  sabiect  of  com- 
promise was  progressing,  and  might  be  settled  be- 
fore the  second  Monday  of  March,  he  hoped  the 
motion  for  an  indefioits  peatpoDement  would  be 
withdrawn,  and  that  for  a  postponement  to  the 
second  Monday  of  March  prevail. 

Mr.  Jackson  said  if  he  viewed  the  snbject  in 
the  same  light  with  the  genlleman  who  bad  jnst 
spoken,  he  would  agree  to  wihdraw  his  motion. 
He  conid,  however,  never  make  principle  bend  to 
expediency.  Principle  had  hereiofbre  governed 
his  vote,  and  should  stilt  continue  to  govern  it. 
Even  on  the  ground  of  expediency,  he  doubted 
the  propriety  of  adopting  the  resolution.  It  was 
known  there  was  another  subject,  connected  with 
it,  before  the  Legislature.  It  tbat  should  be  de- 
cided is  the  negative,  it  might  be  proper  to  agree 
10  this  resolution.  As  there  was  a  prombillty  that 
that  subject  would  come  before  the  House,  he  did 
not  wish  lo  bring  the  subject  twice  before  thnn 
in  one  session.  Its  discussion  had  heretofore  e^ 
cited  all  the  mnlfgnant  passions  of  the  human 
heart,  and  it  was  well  calculated  to  diatorl)  that 
harmoDy  which  ought  assiduoudy  to  be  cherish- 
ed when  thev  were  on  the  eve  of  entering  on  bosa- 
Dess  of  the  aeepest  national  interest. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  wished  thesnbjectcovildbearQi^ 
ed  aliogeiber.    He  was  heartily  sick  of  it,  and 
wished  to  get  rid  of  tt  forever.    But  he  thought 
it  most  proper  tbat  the  question  ofcompromi.w 
ihould  first  be  decided.    If  that  wete  ne^lived, 
the  course  pointed  oat  by  the  resolotioa  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  might  be  necessary- 
Mr.  Ai.aTOR  hoped  the  motion  for  an  indefinite 
ntponement  would  prevaiL  Heaaid  that  though 
B  sentiments  were  not  changed  on  this  subject 
id  though  they  were  the  same  now  as  they  ever 
had  been,  he  did  believe  the  iranquilliiy  of  tha 
depended  much  on   the  decision  of  tbii 
question,  and  the  meeting  it  fairly  aod  fully.    He 
hoped  this  would  take  place  this  session  ;  but  with 
bis  friend  from  Virginia,  he  hoped  the  subject 
would  not  now  be  taken  Up.     He  thought  that  the 
other  question,  relative  to  a  compromise  of  claims, 
should  be  previously  discussed.    If  tliA  qnestioa 
of  compromise  could  not  be  agreed  to,  he  would 
agree  » that  ooatae  which  would  prevent  the  sub> 
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ject  from  ever  beiog  agitBted  witbin  these  vails, 
by  traDaferriDg  it  eoiirel*  to  the  jndicisrf  tribu- 
nal) of  the  coaDtrj.  He  would  rather  make  a 
ToloDlarr  retarn  of  the  whole  territory  to  Geor- 
gia than  saSerthe  jDbjectto  remain  ioitt  present 
state.  ShoDld  the  compromise  be  not  agreed  to, 
he  woald,  !□  proper  time,  lay  a  proposition  to  this 
effect  before  the  House.  He  ihoaght  the  itilerest 
of  the  nation  required  the  getting  rid  of  the  sub- 
ject in  this  way. 

Mr.  JtcKBoti  withdrew  his  motion.  He  aaid 
his  object  oould  be  effected  by  postponing  the  re»- 
olmion  from  time  to  time,  till  iheqaestioa  of  com- 
promise should  be  first  decided.  He  was  indeed 
willing  that  both  qnestions  ahotild  be  decided  at 
the  same  time. 

Mr.  C1.1RE  was  reaUycoDcemed  his  colleague 
had  made  this  motion.  The  resolution  of  the  gen- 
llemaa  from  PeanaylTania  had  been  before  incm 
two  months,  and  not  m  single  step  taken  respect- 
ing it.  and  nowwe«re  told  we  are  not  to  act  upon 
it,  till  a  proposition,  not  even  before  us,  shalf  be 
decided  upon.  Whatever  may  be  before  the  other 
branch  of  ihelrfgwifliureiWearenoi  at  liberty  to 
argue  npcn  it.  What  prospect,  then,  is  there  to 
^t  at  this  stibject  when  geotlemen  say  iheir  ob- 
ject is  to  postpooe  it  irom  time  to  time,  till  a  prop- 
ositioD,  in  its  embryo.  Bfaail  be  decided  upon  1 
If  the  subject  were  really  considered  as  composed 
of  such  t&flammfible  materials  as  aame  gentlemen 
think,  the  sooner  it  is  decided  the  better.  Mr.  G. 
said  he  was  ready  to  go  at  mee  into  the  di&eus- 
sion,  and  he  (bought,  the  hotter  the  battle,  the 
earlier  would  be  the  peace  that  followed  it.  He 
was  resdy  to  repeal  the  law,  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  some  gentlemen,  gave  a  sanction  to  claims 
founded  in  fraud  and  corruption. 

Mr.  Obboo  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the  post- 
ponement moved  by  the  gentleman  IVom  Virginia, 
provided  they  could  get  at  the  business  contem- 
plated by  bim.  But  iT  this  could  not  be  done,  he 
WHS  rather  for  going  into  a  cODsideraiion  of  the 
resolution.    As  to  the  propo«iiion  of  compromise, 


elaiuunts.  To  postpone,  therefore,  this  resolution 
fur  n  business  ihev  loew  nothing  about,  was  very 
extraordinary.  It  he  was  satisfied  they  could  get 
at  ihi%  business  within  the  time  mentioned,  ae 
would  be  content  10  let  it  rest  for  tbe  present.  But 
as  that  waa  noeertain,  he  hoped  the  resolution 
would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  O.  W.  Campbell  hoped  the  rootioD  to  post- 
pone would  prevail.  Business  of  much  more  im- 
portance claimed  aprior  attention.  He  conceived 
that  the  resolution,  when  investigated,  Would  be 
found  to  contain  a  very  curious  principle  which 
the  House  would  not  be  likely  to  adopt.  It  went, 
not  merely  to  decide  on  the  rights  of  others,  but, 
to  strip  them  of  the  right  of  deciding  upon  those 
rights.  He  should  be  against  deciding  on  the 
resoIutioD  until  they  bad  previously  decided  the 
question  of  eompromiie,  as  he  did  dot  thidk  it 
necessary,  before  this  decision  was  made,  to  de- 
prive themselves  of  the  power  of  allowins  claims 
which  might  b«  braugbt  More  thenL    The  po>t- 


pottement  would  leave  an  openine  to  Congress  to 
act  an  these  claims  as  they  might  see  fit.  For 
this  reason,  and  in  order  that  business  of  greater 
mometit  might  be  taken  up  in  the  first  instance, 
he  should  be  in  favor  of  the  postponement. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  postpone- 
ment, until  the  second  Monday  of  March,  and 
carried — yeas  73,  nays  39. 

PAYMENT  OF  WITNBSaBS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  tbe  bill  fVom  the  Senate,  providing 
for  the  ptivment  of  tbe  wiueases  on  the  trial  of 
Samuel  Chase. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  said,  at  tbe  close  of  the  last 
session,  a  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  the 
witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  had 
gone  from  the  House  to  the  Senate,  and  been  dis< 
agreed  to  by  them.  The  Senate  on  their  part, 
had  passed  a  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  all 
the  witnesses,  to  which  tbe  House  had  disagreed. 
A  conference  had  taken  place  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  Hotises,  and  the  bill  bad  been  lost 
from  a  want  of  concurrence.  The  consequence 
was,  the  witnesses  still  remained  uncompensated ; 
some  of  whom  have  sustained  heavy  expenses. 
Petitions  received  this  session  from  several  wit- 
nesses on  the  part  of  tbe  prosecution,  had  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  who  had  re- 
ported a  bill,  which  was  the  same  in  substance 
with  that  adopted  by  the  House  the  last  session; 
the  committee  not  consid»ing  themselves  at  lib- 
erty to  depart  from  the  principle  then  eslablikied 
by  the  House. 

It  was  for  the  House  to  decide  how  long  this 
unprofitable  contest  (for  tin  profitable  it  surely  waa 
to  the  witnesses)  should  be  kept  up.  Mr.  S.  said 
be  was  not  disposed  to  go  into  a  consideration  of 
tbe  question,  wnether  the  expenses  ofan  impeach- 
ment should  in  all  cases  be  mcuired  by  the  Qot- 
ernment.  He  would  barely  observe  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  been  unanimous ;  and  if  the  House  should 
adhere  to  the  sround  they  had  taken^  no  compen- 
sation would  ne  allowed  to  the  witnesses.  He 
submitted  it,  whether,  under  these  circumstances, 
it  were  proper  to  keep  up  such  a  conflict.  It  had 
so  happened  that  many  of  the  witnesses,  summon- 
ed by  the  accused,  bad  been  used  by  the  managers, 
and  the  process  of  summoning  them  bad  been  sim- 
ilar on  both  sides.  In  the  bill,  there  was  an  omis> 
sion  to  provide  for  the  expenses  incurred  by  the 
managers.  If  no  other  gentleman  proposed  an 
amenament  be  should  (sink  it  his  duty  to  ofiei 
one,  providing  for  these  ezpenses.  He  hoped  the 
Committee  would  agree  to  the  bill.  Some  gentle- 
men might  think,  by  agreeing  to  it,  they  evinced 
an  opinion  of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused. 
But  Bueh  a  rote  could  not  be  viewed  in  this  light. 
The  House  had  exercised  Iheir  Constitutional  r^ht 
by  voting  an  impeachment,  while  the  Senate  had 
exercised  the  same  right  in  acquitting  tbe  accused. 
Theaame  body  who  bad  acquitted,  had  sent  down 
this  bill,  involving  their  opinion  that  the  proposed 
compensation  to  witnesses  was  right.  Indeed  he 
considered  tbe  bill  from  the  Senate  as  a  taxation 
of  costs  by  ihe  court  who  sat  on  this  occasion; 
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Mr.  Macon,  wiib  a  *iew  to  try  the  qntulon, 
whether  (hK  House  would  a^ree  to  pay  all  the  wit- 
nessfi,  moved  lo  iDsert  after  the  word  viUntMtet 
the  word>— "on  behalf  of  ihe  Uiiiinl  Slates." 
Be  taid  the  history  of  thts  buxioefa  girvn  by  the 
{entleman  from  Cooneciicut  was  rurrecL  The 
accused  had  been  acQnitlrd  by  a  CoBaiiiiiliooat 
majoniy,  coDststini;  of  a  miooriif  of  the  Senaia. 
It  wan  not,  he  believed,  (he  practice  in  any  criiu- 
iaal  coarl,of  any  Slate  in  the  Union,  for  wilncases 
atrtniiMHied  by  the  deleodaot,  ta  be  paid  by  the 
State.  The  Siate>,  in  oMDy  ioaiaDce*,  pay  their 
own  witnesses  where  the  peraanaccuoed  innotcon- 
Ticied,  but  with  respect  to  the  copBict  between 
the  two  Houtex,  be  waa  cooTJoeed  ibe  decision 
of  ibis  House  wai  correci ;  and  that  it  accorded 
viih  the  general  usage  throughout  the  United 
Siatet.  If  there  waa  an  exception,  be  did  not  re- 
collect it.  It  wai  true  ibat  one  or  the  other  Huuk 
S1U9I  give  way,  or  the  bill  would  be  lost.  He 
wiiuld  much  rather  that  it  ihould  be  rejected  by 
ibe  disagreeing  Toies  of  the  two  Houaea,  than  that 
il  should  pass  aaii  then  stood.  If  the  Senate  bad 
offered  this  bill,  it  is  equally  true  that  the  grand 

1'ury,  who  make  a  bill,  nave  refiued  it.  Tbc  two 
ioiues  stood  on  tbe  aame  ground.  One  are  the 
Inera  and  the  other  the  hearers.  If  Congreai 
agree  to  pav  all  the  expeosea  of  an  impeacbnieot, 
the  impeacoed  may  tun  the  expenses  to  such  ao 
amount  as  to  prevent  a  trial.  Why  pay  ibe  ex- 
penses in  this  case,  if  not  in  any  other?  Shall 
Itiey  be  paid' because  this  naan  is  a  judge,  and  not 
amao  arraigned  before  a  judge  ?  When  a  judge 
ia  tried  he  deserves  do  more  Indulgence  than  a  pri- 
vate individual,  and  though  he  Lt  acqutited  the 
acquirial  i>  not  auch  ai  to  convinoe  the  nation,  or 
any  other  body  of  men,  tbal  he  is  inaocanL  It 
was  not  that  biod  of  acquittal  which  an  hooeit 
man  would  wish.  It  wai  ooaatitutional,  but  not 
£y  a  majority  of  the  Senate.  Are  we,  under  these 
circumstances,  obliged  to  pay  the  witoaKse*  hs  haa 
chosen  to  summon  1  Belieriog,  a*  he  did.  the 
man  guilty,  and  the  charges  in  many  intitancea, 
aupporled,  tbe  payment  ofttis  witnesae*  appeared 
10  hinl  a  very  tuange  thing.  In  this,  as  in  every 
other  «ase^  he  was  willing  to  yield  to  a  Constitu. 
tional  decision,  but  he  could  never  conaent  to  pay 
the  witnesses  of  the  accused. 
-  Mr.  Alston  said  tbe  amendment  went  to  try 
fhe  quesiioD,  whether  the  House  would  agree  to 
pay  all  tbe  witnesses  summoned  on  the  trial  of 
Judge  Chase.  Before  it  was  madc^  the  honorable 
Speaker  ought  to  have  told  the  Houm  whether 
they  could  determine  which  witnesiei  were  fuiu- 
monedot)  the  part  uf  (he  United  SiateN,  and  which 
on  the  part  of  Judge  Chase.  From  everything 
which  he  had  seen,  (and  he  had  examined  all  the 
documents  on  (he  subject,)  be  had  found  no  data 
Upon  which  to  determine  what  witnesaea  bad  been 
Bummoned  on  one  side  or  the  other,  unless  frum  the 
recollection  of  genilemen,  by  which  he  supmised 
theHoose  would  not  con^nitobegoveraed.  Wbea 
the  question  was  befure  (he  Hnuie  the  last  session, 
lie  had  expressed  bis. doubts  whether  they  ought 
to  pay  the  wiiDesses  of  an  accused  man,  wbether 
Ir  was  acquitted  or  conficied ;  but  he  was  now 


covvinced,  ihal  until  Congress  passed  •  law,  pi«> 

scribing  how  wiinersea  ate  to  be  paid,  ibey  were 

bound  in  pay  (hem.    No  such  law  had  been  passed. 

"e  would  a ^k genii umen  learned  in  ihr  law,  wbeih- 

B  witness  on  tbe  part  of  Judge  Chaae  could  de- 

and  coropensatii  n  from  hioif    Have  wepasaed 

ly  law,  prescribing  how  much  nhall  be  paid,  or 

-    'i  shall  be  donel    No  such  law  haa  beca 


passed.  Ur.  A.  said,  be  tbniugbt  gentlemen  were 
Tarrying  their  prpjudices  too  far  in  ihis  inaianee. 
He  Dad  voted  Tor  five  oat  of  eight  of  the  article 
but  the  Senate  bad  acquiited  him  of  all  of  (hem. 
He  was  con(eB(ed  wiih  this  decivioa,  asd  so  far 
an  be  was  acqminted  wi(h  (hewntimentaof  (huso 
he  represented,  be  believed  they  tou  were  aatiafied. 
Iiwas  nut  nowaquesiiun  how  this  principle  afaould 
be  settled.  Ifa  general  law  were  brought  before 
(hem,  (here  wna  no  doubt,  but  that,  if  a  man  so 
cDAducted  himself  as  to  bring  hiinaelf  to  a  tria^ 
be  should  pay  his  own  aritneasea,  prurided  sock 
lawdeclarwJ  how  much  ihey  sliould  bt  paid.  Tbe 
honorable  Speaker  had  said  there  waa  luu  a  State 
in  the  Union  in  which  the  witnesses  of  a  per>.oa 
indicted  and  arqmtted  were  paid  by  (he  Bute, 
Mr.  A.  said  he  believed,  in  Virginia,  wbeo  ainaa 
was  indicied  and  acquitted,  he  was  not  aabjf^t  to 
the  payment  of  coats.  If  ibia  were  tTue,uoe  Siata 
at  least,  and  that  tbe  largeni  io  (be  Uoioa,  bad  set 
a  difleieol  example;  and  if  preeedeat.  waa  eo(»- 
t)ed.  to  any  iuflui-oce,  tt  waa  against  itie  Speaker. 
Mr.  A.  raid  this,  however,  had  no  weight  witk 
him.  Tbo  great  ubjeclion  with  him,  waa,  that 
tbey  could  not  discnmioaie  tbe  witBesacaof  tba 
Uini'd  Slates  from  i hose  of  tbe  accnaedt  and  if 
they  cuutd  aacertaiji  them,  theie  waa  ao  law 
preacribicy  how  the  latter  anoiild  Im  paid  by  tha 
accused. 

Mr.  Jaoksof  believed  Contpmt  bound  Io  ren- 
der cuiapeosaiiun  to  tbe  wiineasea  on  (he  trial  of 
Judf!*  Chase,  on  the  abstract  principle  of  jusiioa 
and  right,  as  well  as  from  precedent  and  practica. 
Tbe  atgutnentof  the  honorable  Speaker  atiliiaied 
against  the  inference  drawn  by  him.  He  »ay»  tba 
accased  may  multiply  witaesavs  tocDoh  aa  extent 
as  to  defeat  a  proaccuiion.  If  the  proyowiioo, 
however,  be  examined  in  all  iia  bearing  it  will 
be  found  to  operate  most  severely,  and  almort  ea- 
olusively,  on  ibe  man  impeached  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  no  matter  for  what  eaut«,  ot 
whether  be  is  guilty  or  ianocent.  If  tbe  Houaa 
are  determined  to  destroy  him,  it  iiitnily  necessary 
to  vote  an  irapeachmeui,  which  will  impose  upon 
him  a  ruinous  burden.  Mr.  J.  said  he  did  not 
apply  these  reroarks  exclusively  to  tbe  impeach* 
meol  of  Judge  Chase.  The  Jouraalof  the  Houva 
would  show  (hat  he  was  in  favor  of  his  impeach- 
meot.  But  as  he  bad  bees  acquitted  by  tbe 
CoBstituiioaal  iribnoal,  cluihed  with  authority  i» 
pronounce  him  guilty  or  inooceni — the  deioiei 
ttibuaal  (wnsiituted  fur  such  eases — he  did  tot 
consider  biiaself  jusiiGed  to  say,  after  (bfir  deci- 
sion, that  be  wa«  guilty.  He  held  himself  bound 
by  tbe  judicial  decisions  and  laws  of  the  cuuairy, 
though  as  an  individual  be  might  diu-ent  fruiB 
some  of  them.  Tbe  United  Slates  miRbi.  in  casa 
a  paraon  acquitted  on  an  impcacbiuant  ia  coBr 
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prllrd  to  pay  his  wilnesws,  multiply  cbargei  rni' 
bracing  [he  wbule  liTe  of  ihe  accuat'd,  tad  tracing 
bim  from  the  ili^Iricl  of  Maine  lo  Georgia,  so 
to  compel  him,  Id  order  to  refute  the  charge^ 
adduce  len  times  an  i°a^  witoessea  as  would  oth' 
erwise  be  necesurf.  The  true  rule  ik,  that  ihi 
court  shall  decidr  what  witnesses  are  proper  tu  be 
taxed  iti  the  costs,  aad  what  are  not.  The  Sea- 
Bie,  who  in  this  ioiiUDce  are  the  coari,  have  de- 
cided thai  all  shall  be  taxed.  They  were  perfectly 
competent  to  decide  whether  any  wiiaesses  of 
tbe  accused  were  brought  forward  without  suffi' 
cient  cause,  or  whether  they  were  eueoiial  to  the 
defence.  It  is  ruaiiifeai,  by  the  bill  under  consid- 
eration, that  they  have  made  the  latter  decision. 
The  genileinan  from  North  Carrlina  is  correct  in 
his  slkiement  of  precedent.  The  unifurm  course 
in  Virgrinia,  is  to  tai  the  attendance  of  witnesses, 
who  are  peid  out  of  the  public  Treasury;  and 
those  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  in  the  same  wajr 
as  those  on  the  pert  of  ibe  proKecuiion.  This 
practice  has  been  extended  so  far  as  to  embrace 
the  payment  of  witnesses  from  another  State.  In 
a  late  case,  altbouffh  as  far  m  the  opinion  of  the 
court  could  f;o,  a  man  was  declared  guilty  of  the 
crime  with  which  he  was  ebarited,  yet,  the  jury 
baring  pronounced  him  innoceDl,ft  witness  on  hie 
part,  brought  from  Eentncky,  was  paid  out  of  the 
public  Treasury.  This  is  not  the  case  where  the 
individual  is  coDficted.    If  be  possena  sufficient 

-  .  ,,,  fight" 

say  whether  tbe  witnesses  adduced  are  necessary  : 
aa<l  if,  in  any  luture  case,  improper  witnesses  shall 
be  brought  forward,  they  may  refuse  to  tax  them. 
This  bill  does  Dot  provide  for  all  cases  of  impeach- 
meot,  bflt  is  confined  to  the  case  of  Samuel  Chase. 
Mr.  J.  aaid  he  would  submit  whether  it  was  pro- 
per or  just  to  compel  men  at  a  great  expense  to 
attend  at  tbe  seat  of  Ctovenimeol  in  an  an  incle- 
ment season  of  ibe  year  wiihout  giving  ihem  a 
compeasation.  If  alawhad  been  prtviously  passed 
prescribiugthat  the  witnesses  of  the  accoseo  should 
De  paid  by  him,  they  would  have  required  some 
assurance  from  him.  But  as  no  discrimination 
had  been  made  between  the  witnesses,  ihey  came 
forward  in  full  faiih  that  the  Government  would 
allow  them  a  liberal  compensation. 

Mr.  NicBot.soN  said  be  had  but  a  few  observa- 
tiona  to  make  on  this  suhi"Ci:  indeed,  tndispoii- 
lion  disabled  him  from  maKing  many.  He  consi- 
dered this  bill  as  calculated  to  establish  a  great 
principle — a  principle  whether,  in  all. cases  of  im 
peacbment,ibe  Uoited  States  are  to  bear  the  bur- 
den. It  was  not  in  reference  to  an  individual  that 
be  was  induced  to  advocate  the  amendment  o\ 
his  honorable  friend,  tbe  Speaker,  but  because  it^ 
eRect  would  be  to  establish  a  principle  ibat  would 
hereafter  govern  in  similar  canes.  If  the  princi- 
ple were  eiitablisbed  that  in  all  cases  of  impeach- 
ment the  Government  is  to  bear  the  expense,  it  will 
put  it  in  the  power  of  tbe  individual  impeiiched 
to  increase  the  burden  to  any  extent  he  pleases. 
And  whenever  a  man  shall  be  impeached,  base 
enough  to  bate  Ihe  Government  under  which  he 
Uvea  aad  holds  an  office,  ia  a  case  which  requires 


hui  two  witnfssei^  he  may  summoa  two  hundred. 
This  bill  will  estabiiBh  >'Ui:h  a  ]iriociple,  and  w« 
nhall  in  all  future  cases  he  told  that  the  witnessea 
of  the  accused  were  paid  in  tbe  case  of  Chase. 
It  was  for  this  reason.  Mr.  N.  said,  he  aJvueateil 
the  amendment  and  io  coovince  the  iudividual 
that  suhjt-cted  himself  to  ao  impeachment  that  be 
must  suSer  some  pains  and  penalties.  For  it  was 
not  to  be  presumed  that  the  Hkiu.'e  of  Represent- 
atives would  impeach  any  man  aoliiss  there  waa 
some  color  for  it — some  reason  to  induce  the  na- 
tion ai  large  to  believe  him  guilty.  An  impeach- 
ment spealis  the  language  ofihe  oalion.  eIpre^sed 
through  iheir  repreueoiatives;  aod  wnenever  a 
maq  in  office  conducts  himself  so  as  lo  make  lh« 
DRlion  believe  bim  guiltv,  it  was  not  desirable  to 
offer  the  protection  belo  out  in  the  biil,  particu- 
larly when  a  majority  in  the  other  biancb  alas 
hetifved  him  guilty. 

But  gentlemen  say.  this  is  not  the  practice  ia 
the  State  courts;  and  we  are  told  in  Virginia, 
when  a  man  is  acquitted,  the  State  pays  the  ex- 
pense of  his  wi(nex>es.  Mr.  N.  said  this  might  b« 
su,  though  be  did  not  know  that  it  was;  it  was  not 
^o,  however,  in  the  courts  of  tbe  United  Siaiest 
Any  gentleman  who  doubted  this,  had  only  to 
refer  to  the  treasurer's  accounts  since  the  Govf  riH 
ment  bad  been  in  operation,  and  he  called  upoa 
any  such  gentleman  lo  show  a  aingU  charge  fot 
witnesses  m  ca--es  of  acquittal.  It  i*  not  the  prac 
lice  in  England,  aor  couM  it  be  made  lo  appear 
by  any  document,  that  the  witnesses  summoned 
by  Warren  Hastings,  thougli  he  was  acquitted, 
had  been  paid  by  the  GoTernment,  But  admit- 
ting, for  argument's  sake,  Ihe  practice  to  be  such 
in  the  United  States  as  it  is  repreneoied  to  be  !• 
the  courts  of  VirgioiSj  would  that  meet  the  present 
case?  No.  In  Virginia  there  was  a  reciprocity. 
There,  if  a  man  was  convicted,  be  paid  all  iba 
coats,  and  if  acquitted,  the  Slate  pays  them.  Bui. 
io  the  Doited  States,  do  we  make  the  convictea 
pay  the  costs?  Had  the  accu^d  Judjge  been  codk 
vie  ted  would  gentlemen  advocate  his  paying  all 
the  costs  1  No.  In  that  case  he  would  have  been 
iicot  free  as  to  the  payment  uf  money,  though  ha 
might  have  sunk  io  teputftiion.  In  Virginia  there 
is  a  reciprocity;  tbe  convicted  either  pays  ibe  ex- 
penu'strf' the  prosecution  or  goes  to  jail;  wbereaa, 
ID  this  case,  the  United  States  are  called  upon  la 
bear  the  whole  burden.  When  Judge  PickeriDct 
was  convicted,  was  be  called  on  to  pay  tbe  coitil 
Such  a  thing  was  not  then  dreamt  of.  It  wai 
then  considered  proper  ^bat  the  United  Siatea 
should  pay  their  own  witnesses.  The  argunieot, 
therefore,  fails.  The  only  objection  of  any  weight 
a  that  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
ina.  It  is  said  to  be  imiiuisjble  to  discriminate 
he  witnesses.  The  gi-nileman  says  that  he  has 
lamined  the  journals  of  the  Senate,  and  cannot 
ind  any  discrimination.  But  has  he  looked  at 
the  journals  of  impeachment,  where  it  appears 
that  Duch  witnesses  were  sworn  on  the  part  uf  Ibe 
United  8tHtes,and  such  on  the  partof  theaccusedl 
"     idei,  if  this  evidence  were  not  on  the  journal, 

.  luld  begot  fiom  the  parlies  themselvrs,  who 
could  awear  they  wen  aummoned  on  the  patt  of 
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the  Uniled  States  or  the  defendant.  This  wi>  • 
common  Ibineia  tbe  couiIb  of  Maryland, sndMr. 
N.  (tipposed  It  was  tikewite  bo  in  oihcT  coarti. 
He  concluded  his  remarbs  by  expressing  ■  hope 
that  the  amendmeDt  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Early  said  it  wm  his  misionuDe  the  last 
•ession  to  differ  with  a  majoritf  of  the  House,  and 
his  present  opinion  was  what  it  thee  was;  His 
opinion  was  noi  foonded  either  on  general  prinei' 
pies,  or  on  the  practice  of  the  sereral  Slates,  or 
tlniied  States  courts.  It  was  founded  on  the 
pecaliar  circamatances  of  this  case.  Some  of 
these  circumstance*  had  already  been  stated  by 
gentlemen;  but  there  were  soiDe  important  points 
of  view  in  which  they  mishi  be  considered,  which 
had  not  been  noticed.  It  was  trne,  as  had  be«D 
■tated  by  tbe  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
thai  it  cotild  not  be  distiDguished  which  witaestes 
were  summoned  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution, 
mnd  which  on  tbe  part  of  tbe  respondent,  from  an 
omission  by  the  Senate,  when  they  prescribed  the 
form  of  tbe  subptsaa,  to  diiiioguiah,  as  it  is  usnal, 
for  which  party  it  was  issaed.  This  fact  was 
abundantly  prnred  by  the  form  of  the  subpcBoa. 
Row,  then,  were  wittiesses  to  know  that  they  were 
■nmmoned  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates,  or 
the  respondent?  They  could  not  know.  There 
were  no  circumstances  by  which  they  could  ac- 
qtiire  such  knowledge.  The  party  did  not  lerre 
hi*  aubpcenas  in  person,  bat  they  were  all  sent  to 
die  marshal  of  a  given  State.  A  number  of  them 
were  taken  out  in  blank,  and  seat  to  the  marshals 
by  post.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  en- 
deavored to  obviate  the  force  of  tbis  fact,  by  in- 
Arming  us  that  a  discrimination  may  be  made,  by 
the  circumstance  of  the  fact  on  wnieh  side  the 
Witneaae*  were  sworn.  Trne;  but  no  gentleman 
knows  better  than  himself  that  the  witnesses  sum- 
moned on  one  side,  were,  in  some  instances,  sworn 
on  the  other ;  and  he  would  call  his  recollection 
to  the  testimony  given  hy  Messrs.  Tilghman  and 
Eawle. 

[Mr.  NicBOLBON  here  explained,  and  contested 
the  fact.  Mr.  Eablt  agreed  that  these  two  wit- 
nesses bad  been  sammoned  both  on  the  part  of 
tbe  prosecution  and  the  respondent.] 

Mr.  Barlt  said,  whether  he  was  correct  or  not 
M  to  the  particular  cases  he  had  alluded  to,  be 
was  not  mistaken  as  to  the  seneral  fact.  The 
gentleman  from  Maryland  haa  endeavored  to  ob- 
viate the  force  of  ibis  argument  in  another  way. 
by  representing  that  the  witnesses  might  be  calletj 
on  to  swear  on  which  side  they  were  sworn.  But 
ihiscouldnot  be  done^bnt  by  the  passage  of  some 
law  on  the  subject.  There  was  no  authority 
which  would  justify  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
in  demanding  such  an  oath,  and  if  the  eircnm- 
stnnce  could  be  proved,  there  was  no  power,  under 
any  existing  law,  by  which  the  witnesses  could 
leeover  a  compensation  for  their  attendance. 
They  were  compelled  to  attend— by  whom  1  By 
a  branch  of  this  Legislature,  on  pain  of  iraprison- 
menl  io  case  of  disobedience.  Whence  shall  chey 
lie  indemnified?  Will  any  gentleman  say  they 
can  recover  from  tbe  reapondenl  1  If  so,  let  them 
point  tg  the  law  which  authoiizea  Boch  a  recov- 


ery. Will  they  say  it  can  be  had  nnder  tbe  com- 
mon lawl  A  majority  of  this  House  will  not 
bear  them  out  in  the  argument.  For  it  is  a  stand- 
ing principle  with  us,  that  the  common  law  is  not 
in  force  in  the  courts  of  tbe  United  States.  Bat 
put  this  o^ection  aside — how  mnch  shall  they 
recover  1  Where  is  the  law  fixing  their  per  diem 
allowance?     There  is  a  perfect  chasm  in  the 

Mr.  E.  repeated  that  bis  opinion  was  governed 
by  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  tbe  casei  by  the 
amission  of  the  Senate  to  insert  io  the  sobpiEBa, 
on  whose  side  tbe  witnesses  were  sommotied,  ot 
to  provide  for  making  any  recovery  from  tbe  ac- 
cused ;  or  how  much,  and  where  tbe  recovery 
should  be  made.  He  considered  the  wimesset 
summoned,  owing  to  this  omission,  as  bein^wifh- 
out  a  remedy,  from  which  resulted  the  obligatian 
on  the  part  or  tbe  Government,  as  they  made  the 
omission,  to  provide  a  remedy.  The  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  in  noticing  the  observations  rela- 
tive to  the  practice  of  Virginia,  stated,  that  if  a 
similar  reciprocity  existed  on  impeachments,  hia 
objection  to  this  bill  in  whole  ot  in  part  would  be 
done  away.  Mr.  E.  said,  that  in  his  opinion,  this 
observation  fortiRed  the  ground  he  had  taken.  If 
there  were  no  reciprocity  in  this  case,  it  was  for 
want  of  a  general  provision.  Let  us  then  pasia 
law  making  this  OTovision,  and  let  it  operate  in 
all  future  cases.  This  would  be  equitable.  But 
the  want  of  reciprocity  which  arose  with  them- 
selves, was  no  ground  for  omitting  to  make  the 
only  provision  for  the  witneaaeiAwbich  the  case 
allowed.  When  at  the  last  session,  in  conseqnence 
of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  had  been  appointed,  he  re- 
collecied  tbaiadistinguished  member  of  the  other 
branch,  now  absent  in  consequence  of  an  UDforta* 
naie  accident,  took  this  gr on nd— that  thesnbpcena 
did  not  distinguish  on  which  side  the  witnesses 
were  summoned,  and  made  a  proposition  that  the 
bill  should  be  so  modified  as  to  place  the  allow- 
ance made  to  the  witnesses  of  the  respondent  on 
this  peculiar  ground.  This  proposition  did  not 
then  obuin,  but  Mr.  E.  was  still  foe  taking  auch 
a  course.  He  hoped  the  amendment  of  the  hon- 
orable Speaker  would  not  prevail;  in  which  caae 
he  would  move,  by  way  of  preamble  to  the  bill, 
what  would  place  the  allowance  on  the  peculiar 
ground  he  had  stated,  and  thus  remove  the  objec- 
tions of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  NicHoi-BOH  made  some  explanation  of 
what  he  bad  previously  stated  io  regard  to  the 
practice  of  courts,  and  observed  that  a  vitnesa 
summoned  on  one  side  was  not  permitted  to  be 
sworn  on  the  other,  until  he  had  been  previonsly 
examined  by  the  party  summoning  him.  He  also 
passed  over  the  journal  of  impeachment,  to  show 
that  tbe  witnesses  on  tbe  part  of  the  prosecution 
had  all  heen  examined  in  the  first  instance,  with 
a  few  exceptions,  which  were  specially  noted,  be- 
fore those  on  the  part  of  the  respondent  wera 

Mr.  Shilie,  being  of  opinion  that  tbe  qneitioa 
wab  not  ripe  for  decision,  moved  that  th«  Com- 
mittee should  tise  and  aak  leave  to  ait  again. 
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TVode  witii  Si.  Domingo. 


FBBmoAiiT,  1606. 

This  motion  bsTiog  pnnilcd,  tha  Committee 
nwe,  asd  the  Hodm  adjonraed. 

MoNDAT]  Febroary  S4. 

A  new  member,  to  wic  Etan  Alesakdbh, 
Klutned  to  serre  u  a  member  of  <hia  House,  for 
the  Stale  of  North  CaroliDB,  in  the  pUoe  of  Na- 
thaniel Alexander,  appointed  Garernar  of  the 
aaid  State,  appeared  )»«duced  hii  eredentiaU,  vm 
qnalified,  and  took  hia  leal  in  the  House. 
Oo  motion,  it  was 

Jttaolved,  That  theCommittee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads  be  iutiucled  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  ot  making  provision,  by  law,  for 
defraying  the  expense,  and  compensating  the  ser- 
vices of  Isaac  Briggs,  in  exploring  the  country, 
and  BscertainJDg  the  most  eligible  ronle  for  the 
mail  between  the  Sute  ot  Georgia  and  the  city  of 
New  Orleani;  and  that  they  hare  leare  to  report 
by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mt.  liBiB,  from  the  committee  apnoinied  on  the 
■erenth  instant,  "  to  inqnire  into  tbe  expediency 
of  amending  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of  the 
House,  ao  fsr  at  to  prescribe  tbe  mode  of  keeping 
tbe  jonmals,"  made  a  report  tbereon ;  which  was 
read,  an  d  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CnawnniBHiBLn,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Matinfactuica,  presented  a  bill  for 
esublisbios  trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  Tharsday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  00  the  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  eoncerniiig  the  Library  for  the  use  of 
both  Houses  of  ConzreM."  The  bill  was  reported 
with  several  amendments  thereto;  which  were 
aeverally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordertd,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  tha  third  lime  to- 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
thai  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
net  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  ao  act 
of  the  State  of  PennsyUania,  entitled  '  An  act  to 
empower  the  Board  of  Wardeos  for  the  port  of 
Philadelphia,  to  cirilect  a  certain  duty  on  ton- 
nage, for  the  pvrposea  therein  mentioned,"  with 
an  aniendmeni  ( to  which  they  desire  the  concnr- 
lenee  of  this  House. 

INTERCOmMB  WITH  BT.  DOMINOO. 

Mr.  Sloan  called  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
IhU  laying  a  tax  on  slaves. 

Mr.  Eabut.— I  wish  to  post  pcme  the  further  con- 
aidemiion  of  this  bill  till  Thursday  next.  We 
have  received  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  stopping  all 
intercourse  with  St.  Dcmingo,  which  demandi 
onr  prompt  ailentioD. 

It  was  moved  to  postpone  till  the  1st  of  June- 
aye^  23.  It  was  then  carried,  to  postpone  till 
Thursday  nexL  The  bill  from  ihe  Senate,  sus- 
pending intercourse  with  Si.  Domingo,  was  ibcD 
called  up. 

Oo  reading  tbe  section  which  confine*  the  non- 
inlercoune  to  one  year, 


Mr.  A1.BTON  moved  to  strike  out  tbe  section. 

Mr.  Earlt. — 1  hops  that  motion  will  not  pre- 

lil.  The  CoDcress  most  be  again  in  aessioo  pre- 
vious to  the  end  of  tbe  year,  and  can  do  as  iliey 
please.  If  an*  alteration  should  be  made,  it  is 
probable  that  i't  will  be  several  weeks  before  the 
bill  passes,  as  amended,  through  the  Senate  ;  it  is 
hi«h  tioke  this  bill  was  passed;  such  a  bill  ought 
'  I  nave  passed  looff  ago. 

Mr.  ALarroM.— 1  luve  no  donfat  but  that  the 
Senate  will  agree  to  the  amendment  in  ten  min- 
utes. I  prefer  leaving  it  to  tbe  President,  who, 
by  the  next  section^  is  authorized  to  restore  the 
iDterconrse,  if  he  thinks  proper. 

r.  NioBOLaoR.-^I  can  see  no  possible  reason 
for  retaining  tbia  section. 

Mr.  C1.AT.— I  have  nsderatood  that  many  of 
the  Senate  voted  in  fkvar  of  this  bill  on  account 
of  the  limitation.  We  know  not  what  will  ba 
the  different  situation,  previous  to  the  end  of  tha 
year.    I  hope  the  bill  will  pass  without  any  aller- 

Mr.  Blmbb. — The  lialtaiion  does  sot  touch  the 
princijrie  of  the  bill.    I  hope  the  motioit  will  not 

Mr.  CnowHiHBHiELD. — The  hilt  ooght  to  have 
some  limitation.  Why  leave  it  to  the  President? 
Let  ut  open  the  interconrve  or  continue  the  non- 
intercourse  ourselves,  as  we  think  proper. 

Mr.  Jadebom. — It  gives  the  President  too  much 
responsibility ;  the  restoriog  Ihe  intercourse  may 
be  the  occasion  of  war.  I  prefer  modifyins  the 
motion  so  as  to  insert  three  years,  instead  of  one. 

Mr.  Cook. — This  is  ao  act  of  experiment;  we 
know  not  what  will  be  the  situation  of  St.  Domin- 
go wilbin  a  year. 

The  njoiion  WM  not  carried — ten  only  for  it. 
The  Commiliee  of  the  Whole  agreed  to  the  bill, 
and  rose.    Tbe  House  immediately  took  it  up. 

Mr.  NicHoLeon  thought  the  secorily  required 
by  tbe  bill  for  the  fa iihfut  performance  of  a  voy- 
age, was  not  eufficient.  He,  therefore,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  adding  "  with  such  security  tm 
the  collector  shaft  approve." 

Mr.  BiDWELi.. — The  ground  on  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  has  moved  his  amend- 
ment, does  not  exist.  By  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  the  vessel  andcar^  are  both  forfeited,  if  tha 
vensel  be  voluntarily  carried  to  the  ports  of  St 
Domiogo.  And  where  is  the  propriety  or  need  of 
imposiofr  this  duty  on  tbe  collectors  1 

Mr.  NicBOLBON.~If  we  are  sincere  in  our  dec- 
larations, lei  us  make  the  bill  so  strong  that  the 
intercourse  will  be  stopped.  If  we  are  inclined  to 
favor  iberevolt  of  Ihe  blacks  in  St.  Domingo,  let 
us  make  the  bill  such  that  it  cannot  stop  the  in- 
tercourse. If  we  are  enemies  to  the  revolters,  let 
us  make  the  provisions  of  the  bill  such  ns  that 
they  cannot  be  eluded ;  as  that  the  intercourse 
will  cfiectually  be  stopped. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  wished  that,  instead  of  such  secu- 
rity as  the  collector  shall  approve,  a  certain  snm 
should  be  mentioned.  He  thought950,000 ought 
to  be  the  aUimalum  of  tbe  seeoriiy  required. 

Mr.  Jackbon.— I  have  beheld  with  ^rief,  and 
with  resentment,  the  coniinDuce  of  this  diibon- 
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Anatdnmt  to  tlu  Cotiftttefran. 


FraKDin,  iac«. 


orable.  thin  DPr«rioa!i  trade,  ft  in  quite  litnr  lo 
put  MD  end  to  il.  I  do  not  think  ili«  ru>curiiifg 
•vfRcipDt.  Tbp  rexid  mnd  earxo  ire  liable  lo  fur 
feiiQre.  bat  luppose  the  TeMel  ami  cinfo  "re  bnib 
•old  in  Bl  Dooiingo;  where,  then,  i«  the  teca 


.  Eppeb. — We  are  niM  on  br  ■  naiit 
friendiv  lo  dp  lo  pat  ■  ttop  to  tbia  infitiDnDi  at 


nefsriaui  traffic.  It  ■■  time  lo  i(o  it;  lot  «  pwa 
the  bill  at  odcv. 

Mr.  Lcia.— It  will  be  oeither  to  p]ea*e  France, 
nor  lo  gn\ifj  Moniintr  TalWnnd,  who  may 
ba*e  Mid  thi*  trade  waa  iiDprbfier.  (hat  I  ihall 
tci.  The  bill  baa  contie  to  the  Honae  but  to-day, 
and  ia  il  proper  to  hamen  i(a  paAofe,  before  we 
«•«  bare  time  to  examine  ila  fralnml  11  waats 
■meodmeata.  I  am  for  poaipoaing,  foe  (he  piiT< 
puae  of  iatrodacing>  then. 

Ut.  Btdwcll  waa  nppoaed  lo  the  ponpooemrat , 
Mi-aar«.  NrcBOLBOH,  Cl*t.  and  Crowninbbibl*, 
idrorated  iL    li  waa  carried— 57  lo  S3. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONaTTTUTTON. 

Mr.  J.  Rahdolpb  obaerred  that  aiwM  limr  had 
•lapxed  liace  he  gave  notice  (bal  hi-  ahould  call 
Vp  bii  recoluiioo  forameodiog  (he  Ciiaititulion 
of  ihe  Uaiifd  Stales.  The  stale  of  bis  baalih  had 
>ot  admitird  of  hii  taking  faisicBi  berure  ikiida^. 
He  therefore  ataiird  himaelf  of  tbe  Qrat  opponu- 
■ily  to  moTe  that  the  HouKe  ahould  rraolve  iiaelf 
inio  a  Comiaittre  of  the  Whole  on  the  awte  of 
the  Union,  wiih  ih«  riewof  ukiig  that  jwtolutioD 
iDio  coDxideTaiion. 

Mr.  Mastebb  mored  a  poitpon<>ment. 

The  Sfbakbr  *aid  there  could  be  do  poalpoae- 
IBPal  of  a  aabJBCl  referred  to  a  Comniiuee  of  ibe 
Whole  on  ihe  atare  of  ihe  Uaioo,  aa  it  wan  in 
«ider  every  day  to  uke  up  huaineaa  w  referred. 

Mr.  J.  Rakdoupb  *aid,  if  geutlnnen  were  ud- 
pff^red,  be  bad  no  objeciion  lo  waire  hia  call 

Tbe  Speaker  remarked  that  there  could  be  no 
debate  on  ihe  priority  of  buaiDean. 

Mr.  Conrad  moved  to  diKhargc  the  Commit- 
tee of  [he  Whiile  from  the  furlber  consideration 
«f  (be  reaolution.  He  said  be  would  briefly  as- 
•ifo  hi&maODB  for  this  mo'ion.  Tbe  sestion  bad 
prottrFtned,  and  tbe  feason  was  faai  approachinK 
when  every  man  of  a^rictiUural  pursuiu  would 
be  anziuux  to  aiieod  to  ibem,  uolew  dfUined  by 
imporiani  buxitieKa.  He  did  not  believe  the  pro- 
posed amendiDent  to  ihe  CoBsiiiutioa  to  import- 
ant aK  to  rpqnire  immediate  atiention.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  il  would  be  poaiponed  until  the 
next  ■PssioD,  and  that  ihe  wuy  wuujd  thereby  be 
pared  fur  trnnnacting  the  important  national  busi- 
ness that  claimed  their  ^rlicii  attention. 

The  Speaker  laid  ibe  first  queation  was  on 
tbe  House  raMlring  iiaelf  into  a  Cvmmiiiee  of  tbe 
Whole. 

Tbe  queaiion  wot  taken  on  (bit  motion,  and 
carried— yean  61. 

Mr.  Qbeoo  waa  called  lo  ihe  Chair,  and  the 
Mioluiioa  haTtog  been  read,  a*  fulluw* : 


by  lie  Scaalt  and  Homt  if  A ,_   

iMf  aftht  United  Statu  af  Ama-iea.  m  CongrmM  m»- 
Eonbud,  ttoo4lurtU  bJ  bai\  Hmite*  eoncurring;  That 
tba  following  article  be  Babmitted  to  the  Legislalims 
of  tbe  aereral  States,  which,  when  ratifiad  ud  con- 
Arw*a  by  the  l,«gMUturM  ef  thrae-fewtb*  of  tba  aid 
Stalaa,  abaU  b«  valid  and  hiadiag  m  a  put  af  tba  Cvn- 
aliMtioB  of  die  DnitMl  Btatcai 

Tba  Jodgaa  of  Ihe  Suprama  and  all  olbei  Coaiwif 
the  Unitad  Btataa  shall  be  remond  bom  office  kj  tte 
PreaidentiMt  Ihe  joint  addreaaof  botbHooacaof  U«ft- 
gresa  reqaeating  the  same. 

The  Committee  divided  on  agreeing  to  it,  with- 
out dvbaM — yeas  51,  nays  55. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  rapoftcd  ihor 
diaaffreement  to  the  rewluiion. 
Tbe  Hoose  having  ag reed  to  oonaidflr  tbe  re- 
Mr.  J.  RAHBOtJv  called  for  tbe  takii^  tbe  yaaa 
and  nan  oo  the  question  of  concar rence. 

Mr.  Clark  moved  a  postponement  of  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  to  the  third  Monday  of 
Maroh,  merely  with  the  view  of  nnking  it  giva 
place  to  t»are  iraaorMut  baaineaa,  whicb  be  aaid 
mnat  be  attended  tu.  He  aaid  he  had  vMcd 
afainai  iba  reaolniion,  not  becauae  he  waa  inimi- 
cal to  tbe  principle  involved  ia  it.  With  a  imall 
modifieatiun,  he  ahould  be  in  favor  of  it ;  and  be 
hoped  ibe  period  waa  not  dutam  when,  with  snch 
a  modiflcatiun,  it  would  beeome  a  part  of  the 
GonBttiuTion. 
"  Hard 

day  wuttldaoi  preraJL 
desirooa  that  it  should  he  postponed  foe  a  few 
days,  in  ortter  to  ffivc  notice  to  the  Hoose,  that 
there  might  b«  a  full  vote  on  wbat  he  considered 
most  important  measure.  He  appeared  in  tbia 
inatance,  ai  in  many  otber*,  to  be  ia  a  state  of 
profound  error.  The  amendment,  ordeterioratioa 
<»f  the  CoDsiiiution,  he  bad  alvay*  conaidered  to 
be  a  jMint  of  tbe  greatest  imporianee.  Bat  now. 
judging  by  the  opinionB  of  geDilemen,  it  aeeroea 
'  of  levaer  importance  than  the  laying  adaiy 
•  01  two  per  eeat.,  to  cootinae  but  for  two  n 
three  years.  It  bos,  aatd  Mr.  R.,  been  a  aobjed 
of  cxireine  coacem  lo  me,  thongb  not  myaelf 
able  to  attend  to  the  public  businesa,  to  fiaU,  an 
inquiririg  daily  of  ray  colleagues,  that  the  Homa 
las  refused  to  do  any  ba<ine»,bec«Daeanafuiiu« 
day  they  expected  some  irapurlaot  bosineaa  lo 
come  before  them.  1  underxiand  that  a  very  im 
portaM  resulniioo  of  a  ||enlleman  from  Puniuyl 
vania,  on  a  business  so  generally  deDominaied  tbe 
Yazoo  RB  10  require  no  other  name,  was  ponpon- 
ground  tbnt  my  colleague  now 
wishes  the  resolution  under  considerattun  post- 
poned, ir  there  is  such  important  business  to 
raDsaci,  In  Qod's  naioe,  why  not  progress  in  iti 
3ui  Dotwiihstnnding  iliis  immensely  important 
business,  which  serves  as  an  excuse  for  doing 
Qotbing,  we  make  no  progress  in  it,  If  by  il  1  am 
"-dersland  the  stale  ofour  foreign  relHiiott*.  I 
no  wieh,  nor  do  I  intend  to  allude  to  any- 
thing which  parsed  white  we  were  sitting  in  con- 
clave. But  1  did  hope,  when  one  or.  two  mem- 
Ijers,  who  were  reprvaenied  u  the  only  hindjaft- 
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H.  or  R. 


en  [D  ihp  denpaioti  of  buxtDfis,  were  wiibdrawo 
from  Ihe  Huusf  for  one  oi  iwo  wefks,  evrrything 
would  ttBVe  been  completed.  I  expected  [be 
■duptioD  of  ?ery  difT-TPnt  nipasuTes  lowarJkOreat 
Briiaia.  losifad  ofibiB,  I  Sad  Dotbinf  dune.  And 
BOW,  wbrn  kd  Binendnieal  to  ihe  C<tD.-<iituiJon  is 
bronglit  forward,  wbicb  is  tllowed  lo  be  very  im- 
porlaol.  and  when  the  reiwIutioD  of  the  genlle- 
maD  from  PeDDsylTitniB  is  called  up.  we  are  told 
by  geotleiufr),  we  caoDOt  aiietid  lo  ITieaesubjecU; 
tbera  ie  impuriiDi  bu^<iaeM  which  we  expect  lo 
havt  eC  KODie  futurt!  dwy  before  ua,  and  Ihrrefore 
we  are  dpIeTniDed  in  ibe  JDterim  to  do  DOlhing, 
Onr  word  an  10  the  remnrk  of  the  geotlemaa  (in 
my  Ipfi,  (Mr.  Cohrad.)  He  belong*  to  a  class  of 
men  wbicb  1  bif^bly  recpeci.  for  the  pUia  reasoa, 
tbailbeloaxio  i(.Diyseli.  He»ay!>,  tbe  lime  isap- 
proaebiog  when  every  man  eoga^ted  in  agricul- 
tural pur^-uili  mual  be  aozioua  to  go  home,  and 
therefore  he  does  Dot  wiwh  ai  prEseol  to  act  on  the 
resuluilun  1  bare  laid  on  your  table.  True;  but 
whvD  men,  be  they  agricultoral,  mecha&ical,  or 
of  Boy  other  profetsioB,  uoderUae  any  buiiineM, 
it  ia  ibeirduif  to  go  ihrougb  vjib  it  at  every 
basatd.  I  do  Dot  know  a  man  in  the  House  who 
baa  HiBtred  more  than  the  iodiridual  who  now 
addrnBea  you  by  hia  aiieodattce  here,  and  if  I 
could  have  foond  aa  apology  io  ray  owa  miod,  I 
abould  long  since  have  been  gone.  If  the  silaa- 
tion  of  affairs  wartaoted  it,  [  sltould  be  williogto 
adjourn  lor  two  or  three  mouihs.  But  I  never 
can  agree  to  adjonro  in  the  preeeut  peiiloas  ttate 
of  affair.-,  and  leave  the  country  to  a  blind  and 
fortuiious  dealioy.  I  mutt  first  ice  sooietbiog 
like  land,  mme  foot-hold,  sotnetbing  like  certain- 
ty. iDHt'  sd  of  a  poliiicat  chaos,  witbont  forn)  or 
body.  Before  I  cooacut  to  go  Dome,  I  must  aee 
■URiethir)g  like  a  rafe  aod  booorable  isaue  to  our 
diffi'teacen  with  foreiga  Fowera;  and  I  must  see, 
I  hope;  another  Ih  ing — something  like  an  attetapi 
to  bring  (he  Coosiiiuiion  of  ibis  people  back  to 
the  ptiaciplea  oa  which  ibis  Administralion  came 
into  power.  1  take  thin  propoxitioo.  and  that  of 
the  gpgiUmao  from  Maryland.  (Mr.  Nicboe^on,) 
to  be  two  important  meaaa  of  brrogiog  ibal  Ad- 
niinistraiiori  back  to  those  principle!^  My  friend 
from  Virginia  says,  be  eipeciSj  al  a  future  period, 
to  obtain  ibis  reform.  I  fear,  if  delay  he  permit- 
ted, thai  we  shall  gel  inlo  the  situation  of  another 
deliberative  assembly,  of  which  every  member 
BgrfMIbut  Teforniisneces*ary,hui  thai  thepreaent 
in  not  the  accepted  time.  I  au  afraid  that  we  are 
in  this  siluaiioD  alriady.  1  believe  it,  because  I 
lef  ii.  It  is  a  most  fortunate  circumstance  that 
we  made  hay  while  the  sua  shone  :  that  we  got 
in  the  harvest  at  the  first  seEsiou  of  llio  sevemb 
CongresN;  that  we  did  away  the  midnight  Judi- 
ciary and  the  iniernal  taiea.  If  those  inftiiuiiojis 
were  DOW  standing,  I  believe  ibey  would  be  as 
inipr^nable  an  any  part  of  tbe  system  around 
which  gentlemen  aSect  to  rally.  1  believe  it,  be- 
cause 1  believe  appointmeiibi  would  have  their 
eflVct.  Yes,  it  is  but  too  Ifue,  that  patrioli,  io 
opposition,  are  as  apt  lo  become  courtiers  in  pow- 
er, aa  courtier*  io  power  are  fund  of  bre<'intng 
paiiivif  inopiMMiticra.  So  £ar,  then,  from  wisbiog 


to  postpone  this  meanuic,  I  bflieve  that  delay  will 
only  serve  to  enhance  the  difficulty  of  ohlaining 
it.  It  is  a  maxim  laid  down  by  every  maa  that 
bax  wriiien  on  national  policy,  ibai  loose  abuses 
which  are  left  untouched  io  the  period  of  a  revo- 
luiion,  are  sanctified  by  lime,  and  remain  as  the 
nest-egga  of  future  Rorrupiion,  ui^til  ihey  compel 
a  nation,  either' to  Hweep  ihem  away,  or  lo  sink 
beneath  them.  Thin,  without  any  rieeptioa,  is 
ibe  biKiory  of  all  corruptions;  and  those  cortup- 
iioo»  and  abui«a,  not  reioiiped  at  the  first  session 
of  the  seventh  Gongtess,  what  has  become  of 
tbeml  Have  they  beea  suffered  lo  uleepl  If 
tbev  have,  is  it  not  lo  be  apprehended  that  ihey 
will  rise  refreshird  from  their  ulumbers  with  gigan- 
tic strength?  Fortunate  it  was  that,  al  the  first 
session  of  the  sevemb  Congress  the  midnight  Ju- 
diciary and  the  internal  taxes  were  done  awayi 
aad  it  would  likewise  have  been  fortunate,  if 
another  measare  had  been  attended  to  at  the  aama 
lime,  li  would  have  been,  io  my  firm  persoasion, 
very  different  in  its  issue  from  ihai  which  it  has 
been.  If  the  great  culprit,  whosa  judicial  crimes 
or  incapacity  had  called  for  legislative  puoisb- 
meat  under  the  Coastituiion.  and  which  bav« 
givea  rise  to  the  motion  aow  nefore  us,  bad  beCA 
accused  at  the  Gnt  sessioo  of  the  seventh  Oan- 
gress,  that  aeensatiou  would  have  had  a  verv  dif- 
tereat  issue.  And  why  1  Because  it  is  periectly 
immaterial  what  a  man's  crimes  are-~every  daf 
that  elapses  belwecn  ibeir  comcaissiou  and  tka 
lima  be  ia  called  to  answer,  lessens  the  detesta- 
tion and  horror  fell  for  ihem,  and,  of  coure,  eo- 
hances  the  value  of  hia  chance  of  an  escape  from 

ruoishmeBi.  I  am  persuaded  that,  in  tbe  remarks 
have  offered,  I  have  been  hurried  inio  some  ob- 
servations ihai  do  not  strictly  beking  to  iL  Yet 
these  remarks  furnish  a  sound  reasuo  for  not  de- 
ferring tbe  proposition  uoiil  the  lime  moved  b* 
niy  colleague.  I  hope,  therefore,  tbe  Hoasa  wiU 
r^ect  tbe  postponeroent  antil  the  (bird  Moudaf 
oTMaicbiend  that  a  postponement  will  take  plaee 
to  souse  time  when  the  House  shall  be  fuller, 
when  a  deeition  can  be  made  after  mature  reSec- 
tioD.  For,  truly,  as  lo  the  proviniao  under  tiie 
CoasliiuiioB,  can  any  man  be  so  mad  or  foolish  as 
to  think  of  again  trying  it)  1  consider  ihe  de- 
cision of  the  laat  aessiuo  as  having  establiiibed 
this  principle— that  aa  officer  of  tbe  United  Statea 
may  act  in  as  corrupt  a  manner  as  he  pleasea, 
without  there  being  any  Conatitalional  provinioB 
to  call  him  to  an  aecoaoi. 

Mr.  Gbboq  —I  feel  but  little  coDcened  as  to  th« 
fate  of  tbis  motioo.  I  am  ready  at  any  iime  to 
give  my  vote  on  tbe  resoloiion.  An  ii  now  stands, 
I  shall  vote  agsiaM  it;  but  medlGed,  as  1  have 
seen  it  inthebandaof  agentlemaDfrom  Virginia, 
1  shall  vole  for  it.  But  my  principal  reason  fur 
riving,  is  lo  ray  that  a  great  part  of  ibe  censure 
cast  on  the  House  by  toe  genileman  from  Vir- 
ginia for  not  meeting  the  national  business,  is 
proper  and  applicable;  and  I  regret  that  it  is  so. 
Bui  if  tbe  gentlemnn  reflects  on  tbe  subject,  be 
will  acknowledge  that  a  great  part  uf  tbe  delay 
which  has  oocurred,  atiat^es  to  himself.  I,  fuuf 
weeka  ago,  aubmuud  «  i«>aliuioft  to  ttu  Uoitaa 
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on  some  pointa  of  dispute  between  one  of  tbe  bel- 
ligerent DBiions  and  the  United  Stales ;  I  was 
anzious  that  It  ihoulil  be  taken  op  and  promptly 
decidedj  one  way  or  another.  Tbe  geDlleman 
from  Viwnia  then  called  fat  certain  Etaieraenis 
from  tbe  Treasury,  which  he  considered  as  hav- 
ing a  bearing  w  the  subject.  Under  that  ini' 
Srewion  tbe  consideration  of  the  resolation 
eferred  from  day  to  da^ ;  and  the  «tatemeats 
hare  not  yet  been  reeeired.  I  atated,  at  th« 
time,  that  these  ataleiBenlt  could  have  no  iaflu- 
encc  on  my  vole;  bnt  other  gentlemen  aaid, 
they  would  influence  theirs.  1  regret  that  we  have 
not  been  able  to  go  on  with  thi«  bniintM.  I  do 
not  know  bow  long  we  are  to  be  kept  in  thi«  par- 
alytic BiBie.  If  tbe  gentleman  who  has  called  for 
tbe  atatements,  and  other  gentlemen  will  agree,  * 
am  prepared  at  once,  to  go  into  an  eiaminaiio 
of  the  subject.  Bnt,  a«  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia was  the  first  to  embark  the  House  in  this 
call,  I  hope  he  will  take  a  part  of  tbe  censure  ' 
himself. 

Hr.  Shilie. — I  am  aorry  tbe  motion  ot  poatpone- 
menl  has  been  made.  I  do  not  know  any  other 
time  better  than  the  present  for  tbe  diecnsaion  of 
tills  subject.  It  isa  subject  of  theiaat  imnortance 
to  the  peace  and  happineas  of  the  United  Btate*. 
I  am  a  friend  to  an  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion relatiTe  to  the  Judiciary  department.  Wbe- 
tliei  that  offered  i*  the  best  that  can  be  made,  or 
whether  it  is  going  too  far,  I  cannot  determi 
until  the  subject  shall  hare  been  iuTcatigated  .._ 
this  Honie.  For  m^  part,  I  am  so  sensible  that 
that  part  of  the  Conatitntion  which  relates  to  the 
power  of  impeachment  is  a  nullity,  that  I  ace  the 
utmost  necessity  for  an  amendment.  From  what 
we  hare  seeo,  1  do  religioualy  believe  that  we 
cannot  conTicI  any  man  on  an  impeaehraent. 
The  resolution  before  you  goes  to  place  the  Judges 
of  the  United  States  on  ibe  same  independent 
fboting  wilh  those  of  Great  Briuio.  Whether 
our  siiuation  reijuires  that  the?  should  stand  upon 
higher  ground,  is  a  proper  suinect  for  discussion. 
I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  niey  ought  not.  It 
is  coDtended,  it  is  true,  that,  as  they  bare,  accord- 
ing to  the  opinion  of  some  gentlemen,  the  right  of 
sitting  in  judgment  on  our^awa,  they  ought  to  be 
placed  beyond  the  reach  of  a  majority  of  Con- 
greaa.  Tnis  subject  must,  at  some  time  or  other, 
M  considered,  and  some  amendment  in  the  Con- 


■tilutioo  must  take  place.  When  the  delay*  and 
Tarious  rexaiions,  attendant  on  an  impeachment, 
an  considered,  it  will  be  evident  that  they  will 
generally  discourage  the  House  from  taking  this 
step ;  and  when  it  is  likewise  considered  that  a 
conriction  can  only  take  place  on  the  rotes  of 
two-thirds  of  ihe  Benaie,  let  gentlemen  say  whe- 
ther there  ia  any  chance  of  making  the  Constitu- 
tional provision  efisctual.  I  despair  of  it.  With 
regard  to  the  particular  modification  which  may 
be  given  to  this  resoluiioo,  that  is  another  thing. 
I  sincerely  wish  the  House  would  take  it  up  and 
consider  it  without  any  great  delay. 

Mr.  Clare.— I  hope  my  colleague  will  do  me 
tbe  justice  to  believe  that  1  have  not  made  this 
motion  from  hoatility  to  hi*  reaolation.    Wilh  a 


smalt  modiGeation,  I  am  decidedly  fm  it;  I  as- 
sure bim  ft  did  not  require  the  remarks  fae  haa 
made  to-day,  to  show  the  insufficiency  of  the  pres- 
ent system.  Of  that  I  had  satiafaciory  proof  the 
last  year.  But  I  doubt  whether  tbe  resolution,  ia 
its  present  state,  ia  correct.  I  do  hope  that  my 
colleague  will  give  it  a  little  more  consideration, 
and  I  assure  him  1  shall  be  happy  to  harmonize 
wilh  him.  In  the  decision  by  a  mere  majority, 
the  scales  of  justice  ate  so  near  an  e^ailibrium, 
chat  it  is  doubtful  often  to  which  tide  justice  in- 
clines. I,  therefore,  think  there  on^ht  to  be  aoma 
modification  of  tbe  principle  contained  in  tbe  rea- 
olulion.  But  I  principally  wish  the  postponement 
to  prevail,  that  the  House  may  act  on  resolation* 
which  I  conceive  all-important  to  tbe  whole  coun- 
try, and  peculiarly  so  to  that  part  of  tbe  cummu- 
nity  represented  by  my  colleague  and  myself. 
Evety  dav's  delay  increases  the  difficulty  and 
urges  on  the  rnin  that  menaces  them.  It  is  well 
known  thai  there  is  not  the  best  harmony  between 
the  merchants  and  planters.  It  is  at  all  times  ihu 
interest  of  the  former  in  bar  prqduce  as  cheap  as 
ibey  can,  and  never  was  there  a  better  scheme 
for  speculation  to  them  than  that  fiirnished  by 
the  resoloiions  on  onr  table.  How  easy  it  is  for 
them  to  eonrinee  the  planter  that  there  Will  ben 
suppression  of  intercourse,  and  that  his  produce 
will  be  vran  worth  nothing.  These  are  the  effects 
that  I  wish  to  prevent.  Mr  colleague  will  do  me 
ihe  justice  to  believe  that  I  have  had  no  hand  in 
the  procrastination.  I  hare  offered  no  prujecL 
With  regard  to  the  proposed  amendment  to  the 
Constitution,  I  repeat  It,  I  am  in  faror  of  it,  with 
a  small  modification.  Nor  do  I  wish  it  postponed 
for  any  great  length  of  time.  I  bare  no  idea  of 
leaving  that  to  be  done  by  onr  children  which  we 
ought  to  do  oursetres.  But  let  us,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, proceM  to  the  moat  important  business. 
Let  not  my  colleague  authorize  gentlemen  to  saj 
that,  to  prerent  an  attention  to  it,he  intetpoaed  hu 
favorite  scheme.  I  hare  another  reason  for  this 
poitponement ;  There  is  no  reason  for  acting  on 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  instantane- 
ously. Moat  of  the  Slate  Le^datures,  before 
whom  it  must  be  carried  before  it  is  a  put  of  tha 
ConatitutioD,  have  broken  u|x  and  will  not  meet 
again  till  the  Fall.  If,  therefore,  an  amendment 
be  passed  at  any  time  during  the  session,  it  will 

Mr.  Mabtbbb  moved  a  oosiponeooent  of  the 
resolution  indefinitely,  for  wnich  he  concisely  as- 


Mr.  BBDixaER  called  for  the  yeaa  »ad  nay*  oa 

Mr.  PiNDLBT  said  he  was  againat  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  ihe  subject,  though  in  favor  of 
its  being  postponed  a  short  time.  He  thought  it 
wH9  a  subject  which  oD^ht  to  be  fullv  investiga- 
ted. He  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  ine  object  of 
the  resolution,  but  in  a  different  form. 

Mr.  CoKTRAD  wasinfavorof  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  resolution.  He  did  not  think  the 
subject  ought  to  be  acted  upon  at  thissession.  He 
was  not  vofrieodly  to  the  principle,  bnt  he  never 
could  consent  that  a  ban  majority  of  Coi^preaa 
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aboald  ha*«  ibe  power  to  remove  a  judge.    If  the 
■mendmenl  was  so  framed  as  to  give  the  Pri 
dent  a  discretiODarr  power  to  remove  a  judge 
the  addreM  of  a  majoriir  of  the  two  Housex,  and 
lo  make  the  leraoval  imperatiTe  on  the 
two-thirds,  he  might  be  for  it.    At  any 
thought  it  belt  to  postpone  the  subject  until  the 

Mr.  J.  Rahdolpb. — I  am  perfectlf  coQTinced 
of  the  eorreclness  and  parity  of  the  motires  of  my 
eollMgue  on  all  lobjects,  and  wherever  I  differ 
from  him  in  opinioii  1  always  consider  it  a  mis- 
fortune. But  1  have  prineipallf  risen  to  plead 
guilty  lo  the  charge  of  the  geatlepiaa  from  PeDii- 
aylvanis,  which  ii,  that  I  would  not  act  on  his  mo- 
tion without  any  information  on  it.  I  confess  the 
fact.  There  Is.  however,  one  eircamsuace  that 
alrikes  my  mind  as  of  some  force.  What  it  there 
to  pcevent  om  disco^siog  the  business,  and  when 
there  shall  be  occasion  to  take  np  business  of 
greater  national  importance,  dispensing  with  that 
which  may  be  before  us.  I  ask  whether,  if  we 
had  taken  up  this  resolution  or  that  of  the  gentle- 
nan  from  PenDsylvauia,  we  should  not  have  had 
ample  lime  for  discussion  before  the  information 
called  for  shall  be  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury ;  and  if  we  have  not  the  righ^  ~' 
any  time,  to  make  less  iraportant  give  way 
more  important  business?  Isnot  this  the  coui 
which  every  man  pursues  in  the  management  of 
his  private  affairs'!  Are  we  to  sit  here,  without 
receiving  information  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  doing  nothing'?  I  am  as  anxioua  as 
any  man  for  s  decision  of  the  question  implicated 
in  several  of  the  resolutions  laid  on  our  laole,  and 
for  a  good  reason.  My  tobacco  is  unsold.  I  feel 
the  fi^I  force  of  the  observations  of  my  collea^e. 
I  know  that  these  resolutions  have  already  given 
rise  to  much  nefarioua  speculation.  When  I  called 
for  information,  1  had  no  idea  of  the  time  it  would 
take  to  get  it ;  and  had  I  been  apprized  of  it,  I  do 
not  know  whether  I  should  not  hare  preferred  act- 
ingin  the  dark  to  waiting  for  it. 

There  is  another  reason  why  I  wish  this  sub- 
ject (amendment  to  the  Constitution)  taken  up  at 
this  sf seion.  When  I  offered  this  rMoluIion  at 
the  laat  session,  it  was  said  to  be  loo  near  the  cli 
of  the  session  to  act  upon  it— this  was  acknow- 
ledged. Ba^  it  was  nid,  print  it  and  let  it 
abroad.  This  has  been  done.  But 
which  I  wish  it  acted  upon  this  session  is,  that 
the  elections  intervene  bctwe«n  this  and  the  next 
oestion.  Oentlemen  may  say  what  they  please 
of  the  principle  of  guamdiu  bene  te  generil,  but  I 
believe  if  the  members  <rf  this  House  hold  tbeir 
seats  fur  seven  years,  their  conduct  would  not  be 
th«  same  as  it  is  under  the  present  tenure.  I  wish 
to  recur  to  that  good  old  principle  that  sends  the 
Representative  back  to  render  an  account  of  his 
^■. : ^i^^j.  ,^^ 


more  of  good  behaviour.  I  believe  my  friend 
from  Virginia  will  allow  this  to  be  a  good  reason 
against  a  postponement. 

But  I  am  told  this  amendment  comes  forward 
in  a  Tery  questionable abape ;  that,  indeed,  ilis no 


ItKO 

□  for 


amendment  to  the  Constitution.  But  tbis  is  the 
first  time  I  ever  knew  a  legislative  body  refuse 
to  act  on  a  proposition  barely  because  it  may  re- 
quire  some  amendment.  If  there  are  any  parts 
of  the  proponition  exceptionable,  while  the  prin- 
ciple is  correct,  why  not  amend  themT  I  con- 
fess tbis  thing  is  beyond  my  depth.  I  cannot  see 
into  it.  1  cannot  fathom  it.  As  gentlemen  have 
stated  the  substance  of  the  resolution  as  a  reason 
for  its  postponement,  1  will  stale  its  substance  aa 
a  reason  for  not  posiponing  iL  One  gentleman 
says  he  will  Doteonsentthat  the  judges  shall  hold 
their  offices  subject  to  the  will  of  a  Dare  tti^oritj 
of  the  two  Houses.  Bat  does  not  ererythmt;  m 
importance  depend  on  themi  Do  they  not  ap- 
propriate millions?  Do  they  not  hold  the  purse 
and  the  sWord  ?  Or  do  gentlemen  think  the  wool- 
sack more  important  ?  This  is  moat  indubitably 
the  case;  and  I  wish  to  hear  any  reasoning  against 
e-iring  efficiency  to  the  will  of  a  majority  that 
does  not  approximate  the  doctrine  of  the  Polish 
veto.  There. can  be  noreason  forthis  distinction. 
And,  so  far  from  there  being  danger  of  this  power 
being  abused,  the  experience  of  all  Governments 
holds  me  out  in  saying  that  there  is  greater  dan- 
ger that  the  power  wiD  not  be  exercised  than  that 
It  will  be  abased.  For  this  plain  reason :  It  would 
require  some  overt  act  of  notorious  misconduct, 
or  an  equally  notorioas  imbecility  of  mind  or 
body,  to  iottify  any  man  in  giving  such  a  vote. 
It  is  a  point  of  extreme  delicacy  to  give  it ;  and 
thonffh  some  men  might,  I  trust  a  majority  of 
both  nranohes  never  would  give  suchavole  for 
light  and  frirolons  reasons.  Bat  it  may  be  thought 
that,  as  in  all  free  Governments  there  are  names, 
a  triumphant  party  would  lum  out  the  juoges  to 
get  into  their  places.  This  would  be  a  most  hu- 
milialing  effect.  But  on  what  is  the  probability 
of  such  an  effect  fbnnded?  How  are  the  turners 
out  to  be  turned  in  ?  Have  they  the  power  to 
appoint  themselves  to  office?  No.  And  from 
our  experience  heretofore,  no  such  inference  con 
be  drawn.  There  is  no  probability  of  one  tri- 
umphant faction  putting  down  another  to  get 
their  offices.  Because  a  triumphant  faction  could 
not  rise  to  power  but  at  the  will  of  a  majority ; 
and  although  they  might  lake  offices  away  from 
others,  they  could  not  bestow  them  upon  them- 
selves. But  suppose  tbey  didi  It  would  be  for 
the  first  and  last  lime.  It  would  be  a  struggle  be- 
tween office-buDters  and  the  people ;  and  I  believe 
all  the  experieoce.we  have  heretofore  had  shows 
that  this  description  of  men  are  too'prone  to 
union  for  the  public  to  sustain  either  profit  or  loss 
flora  their  divisions.    But  if  in  this  opinion  I  am 

error,  I  would  recur  back  to  my  first  princinle 
„  support  me.  Is  the  power  to  remove  a  ju^ 
[pore  important  than  the  power  of  declaring  war, 
of  laying  taxes,  and  of  effecting  various  other 
national  objects  7  This  is  a.  doctrine  to  me  touHy 
unintelligible. 

Mr.  Smilib  observed  that  he  regretted  that  the 
_otioD  for  an  indefinite  postponement  had  been 
made,  as  it  was  equivalent  to  a  rejection  of  the 

The  question  was  t£en  taken,  by  yeas  and  nay^ 
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on  BO  injefinite  posiponprnent,  and  passed  ia  the 
neealive — years  42.  nays  81,  ■>  fullows : 

Yiii— WiUii  AbloD,  jun.,  Bunihu  Bidwsl],  Pha- 
bubI  BUboji,  Juura  M.  Broom,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Ordtaid  Cook,  Richird  CutU,  8un- 
ue]  W.  Dana,  Eira  Darby,  John  Darenport,  Jun.,  Pstei 
Early,  Caleb  Elli*,  Ebcneur  Elmer,  William  Ely, 
Jaoiea  Fiik,  Belli  Hatting  William  Helma.  David 
Rough,  JoHph  Lewia,  jnn^  Henij  W.  LiriiigabHi, 
Jonah  MMtm.Jonatbaii  O.  Maaalj,  Oordon  8.  Mntn- 
fcrd,  Jenoiiah  N«hoB,  Timstfaj  Plttia,  Jan.,  Jobn 
Pofti,  JMiah  <t<UD^,  Maitin  O.  SchaacMan,  John 
Cotton  8nilk,  WiUiam  atadvan,  Lavi*  B.  BtuTiM, 
fcaaal  Tagprt,  BanjamiB  Tallaiadga,  Bannol  Tob- 
mj,  ThMM*  W.  TbaapKiB,  Kiiliui  K.  Van  Bm 
•alaar,  Joaapb  B.  Vanam,  Daniel  C.  Vanlanok,  Pi 
k«  Walworth.  EUfhaUt  Wieha^  and  Nathan  WU- 

NA¥a--Eun  Alaiandar,  laaac  Andanon,  Dand 
Bard,  JoMph  Barker,  Burwall  Baawt.  Gaoice  M.  Bad- 
it^u,  William  Bladdadge,  Joba  Blako,  jun^  Thomaa 
Blaont,  Robart  Brown,  John  Boyle,  Willian  Butler, 
George  W.  Camobell,  Jobn  Campbell,  Laii  Cuey, 
John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Cbriitophei  Clark, 


Eliaa  Earie,  Jamea  Elliot,  John  W.  Bpp«,  Wil!ii_ 
Pindley,  John  Fowlar,  Jane*  H.  Gameit,  Pei«wHi 
Oood^TD'  Andrew  Ongg,  laaish  L.  Groan,  SJaa  Hal- 
■ay,  John  Haiailian,  Da>id  Holataa,  John  Q.  Jaokaon, 
Waller  Jonea,  Thomaa  Kenan,  Michaal  Leili,  Matthow 
Lyon,  Danean  MoFailand,  huicfc  MafrodM',  Rnbart 
Marion,  William  McCiaaiy,  D^id  Mariwatbw,  Ni- 
dolaa  R.  Mowe,  Tbomaa  Mooie,  JoraBiab  Mormt, 
JohN  ModDw,  Thoataa  MowIoa,  jen.,  Joaeph  H.  Ni- 
cMaon,  Gideon  Olio,  J»tia  Bandolpb,  Thoma*  14. 
BanMph,  John  Boa  of  Pnaayliania,  John  Bbaa  of 
Tanaaaaar,  Jacob  Bichaida,  John  Ruaaell,  Peter  8ajUy, 
Thomaa  aaaunona,  Thomaa  Sandrord,  Ebeneier  Hea- 
vai.Jamea  Sloan,  John  Sniilia,John  Bmitti,  Saniael 
Smith,  Heniy  Sontbard,  Thomai  Spalding.  Richard 
8(anbrd,Jgmh  BtaotoD,  iMvid  Thomaa,  Uri  Tracy, 
Matthew  WaUoD.John  WbitebitI,  Robert  WhitehJII. 
David  R.  William*,  Marmaduke  WillUmB,  Alexander 
WilKin,  Richard  Winn,  and  Thomai  Wynna. 
Mr.  C1.AKK  then  Taried  hi*  moiioD  ao  as  to 

Eatpone  the  reaulutioa  to  the  aecond  Monday  in 
Krch. 

Mr.  J.  Cut  said  he  wished  the  genileinan 
would  wiibdraw  bis  iDoiioo,  and  mofe  a  post- 
fKrneioent  lilJ  aext  Monday.  He  waa  very  aensi 
file  of  the  importance  of  the  subjecl,  and  wa*  only 
Mrry  that  ihere  was  not  a  prospect  or  oblainiog  a 
Cunxiiiuiional  majority  in  favor  of  iherooluiiun. 
Mr.  C.  laid  ihey  had  been  told  by  bis  colleague 
{Mr.  Conbi,d)  thai  he  wae  ready  to  voat  the  Prva- 
ident  wiih  a  discretiunary  power  to  remove  a 
judge  on  the  addreaa  of  the  two  House*.  But  if 
the  gentleman  bad  attended  to  ibe  poliiics  of  his 
own  State  he  would  have  seen  the  impropriety  of 
Mich  authority;  ihe  eonwquence  of  which  was 
that  a  judge,  whose  removal  had  been  requesli-d 
by  the  twu  branches  of  the  Legislalure,  actually 
held  hi*  place  at  the  discretion  of  ihe  QjTernor. 
The  other  alleroatife  his  colleague  bad  snggesird 
was  worse  than  the  present  prorislun,  at  at  pre 
sent  a  majority  of  one  branch  and  iwo-(hirda  of 
the  other  were  sufficient  10  lemova  a  judge.  Mr. 


C.  eoncWed  by  etpresainf  a  hope  that  llip  |^n- 
tlpman  from  Virginia  would  agree  to  a  poaipooe- 
ment  till  next  Mundty. 
Mr.  Clark  said  be  had  no  objeeiion. 
The  quesilott  was  then  pnt,  and  the  poatpttit^ 
ment  to  Monday  next  carried. 

PLUR.\Lmf  OF  OPFICEa, 
Mr.  J.  RanooLPB. — I  beg  leave  le  Mibmii  a 
motion  to  the  House — a  rery  inportam  iBDiion— 
which  at  present  1  only  steao  lu  lay  uo  Ihe  labia. 
The  Goosliiuiion  of  the  Uoiied  Siatvs  has  pro> 
rided  that  no  person  hiding  to  office  under  the 
OuTernmeDi  or  the  Uoiied  States  iball  be  ea)»- 
hle  of  holding  a  aeat  in  either  Hoitae  of  Congren; 
Bat  as  the  b->si  tbiogsare  liable  iaoorraption,and 
as  we  are  lold  (he  eurruption  of  the  beat  loinn  is 
always  Ihe  worst,  ao  the  ConaiitutMD  of  the  Uui< 
teil  Stales  has  reccired  is  practice  a  eoD>IraelJi>a 
which  in  my  jndgmeni  the  texi  never  dtd  aotf 
doea  not  warrant,  but  which,  if  warranted  by  tho 
leit.  is  totally  repugnaoi  to  the  apjriluf  thai  lUflru- 
ment,  which,  composed  of  ibe  jarring  intereula  of 
the  differeol  Slates  and  tellled  on  tbe  basin  of 
compromise,  gave  birth  to  a  Government  of  re- 
Kponsibilily,  without  infiuence,  with  tint  patron  age, 
(rithoui  abuse,  wiiboui  privilrgt^aitacbed  tuany 
individual,  cla-^  or  order  of  men.  It  could  uo< 
hare  been  the  object  of  sacb  an  instnitueni,  ihal 
while  *  man  holditig  an  L.ffiee  not  ezeerdiDg  rhe 
vatop  of  fifty  dollars  should  be  excluded  from  a  seat 
in  ihi»  House,  a  coniraecor  lifingoo  the  fat  of  Ihe 
land  hbould  be  capable  under  the  CunMJtaiion  uf 
holdiogone.  Loukihroegh  tbe  whole  of  the  CoO' 
Hiitutioo.  and  say  where  auch  a  privilege  i*  lu  be 
fonnd.  Tou  find  there  the  Magic  prmeiple  of 
republican  ism,  that  be  who  has  the  influeooe  de- 
rived from  power  and  money  shall  sol  bare  a  (dace 
in  the  council  of  the  nation — thai  placemen  and 
pensiuner*  shall  not  come  on  ibi*  floor.  While 
this  principle  nrnpuluusly  excludes  men  holding 
rn^)ns)Uc  offices — men  known  to  the  whole 
world — shall  it  be  considered  as  pervaiiting  cua- 
tractor*  to  creep  in  tfaronKb  ibe  ereeiceo  of  the 
CoosiiiuiioB.and  derour  ihe  goods  of  th«  peuplel 
Such  a  departure  from  (ba  spirit,  if  not  from  tbe 
letter  of  the  Consliluiion — soeh  a  grosa  erawuD  uf 
principle— ealls  aluud  for  remedy.  Can  a  roaa 
who  holds  a  contract,  for  Sfiyor  an  bundred  thail< 
ftand  dollars givean  indepeodeiit  roleoaihtufioorl 
If  so,  why  not  admit  tbe  Chief  Justice  and  oibei 
hi^h  officers  under  the  aoveromeBi  lu  aocnt  here? 
Is  It  for  any  other  reason,  but  that  Ibe  Cwiaiitii- 
linn  will  not  permit  Ibe  iofluanee  derived  froa 
office  to  operate  here? 

Tbe  CunsiiiDiion  may  be  tried  by  anoiber  test 
It  wan  made  fur  the  goud  ol  the  peoiile  under  ii, 
and  not  for  those  wbo  administer  it  li  was  never 
ided  10  he  made  a  job  or',  and  I  hope  it  m-ver 
will  be  suffitred  by  the  people  lu  be  made  a  job  of. 
1  think  it  in  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  ibe  Coostim- 
'ion  to  hold  a  )i]urality  of  uffice.  We  somelrme 
ince  received  a  p'liiiua  frum  a  learned  iuaiiin- 
ion  to  exempt  bo^ks  iiuporied  by  them  trom  duty. 
What  did  we  say  on  1  bat  occasion  7  Weaaid,Di>; 
we  cannol  exempt  your  bookt  from-daiy.    All 
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mast  eanform  lo  the  lawi.  TbcK  ie 
big'h  or  too  low  Tur  thi>m.  The  sai 
inusL  be  nieied  to  nil.  To  taf  pxirerae  sarpriiw,  I 
■M  ■  praciice  ercn  more  repu^naot  to  the  !<pitit  of 
tbe  CuOHtilutioa  ttiao  •  Miniricior  viltiaK  in  Con- 
gress; and  thai  is,  an  union  of  ciril  and  military 
amhorii^  in  one  person — an  union  mure  fatal  lu  a 
free  oaiion  tbao  the  anion  of  Ezecuiive,  Legisla- 
tive, and  Judicial  powen<. 

Hariug  made  Ibese  reraBrks,  Mr.  R.  offered  the 
following  re"Oliition»,  which  were  relerred  to  a 
Committee  of  ihe  whule  House  oa  Tueiday  next: 

"  WherMS  it  ia  pranidBd  b;  the  ilitb  aectioD  of  the 
fim  utide  of  the  CoiutitiitioD  of  the  United  SlMee. 
that  '  no  ptntm  holding  anj  office  under  the  United 
Stale*  ■hul  be  a  maaiber  of  either  Hause  of  Confreia 
durinf  hie  cootinnance  in  office  ;'  therefore, 

"  1.  Saohed,  That  a  contractor  nnder  the  OoTen- 
ment  of  tbe  United  Stalee  is  «n  oScer  within  the  inir- 
Tiew  and  meeninf  of  the  GonetitutiDn,  end,  as  sndi,  is 
■nespeUe  of  holding  a  aeet  in  this  Honse. 

"X.  Hetehcd,  That thennionefeplnreUtjrDf offices 
bi  the  peleon  of  a  singla  indiTtdnal,  bet  more  especiatij 
of  the  milil»TT  with  Ihe  ci*i<  aotborilj,  is  lepygnanl  lo 
tbe  epirit  of  the  ConetiWlimi  of  tbe  United  Btatee,  and 
tends  (o  the  iotrodudng  of  en  ■tbttrarr  Oorenineot. 

"  8.  fesofaerf,  That  pnriaon  ongtit  to  be  auula  hf 
Uw  to  reader  an;  officer  in  the  Armj  or  Navy  of  tbe 
United  Sule*  incapahla  of  holding  aof  ciTU  office  under 
tbe  United  Steiea.'' 

Tdbsdit,  February  25. 

Ad  engroeaed  bill  lo  ameiul  ibe  act,  entitled 
"Ad  act  ctineemiiig  tbe  Library  for  the  use  of 
both  Houee*  of  CMtgreee,"  was  rand  Ibe  third 
time,  and  paaaed. 

The  Houiw  proceeded  lo  consider  ihc  emend- 
meot  proposed  oy  the  Senate  to  the  bill  deelarinti 
the  coneeol  of  Cuogrets  to  an  Ht  of  ihe  Siete  of 
Peoneylvania,  entitled  *'An  act  to  empower  the 
Board  of  Wardens  for  the  port  of  Pmladelpbia, 
to  collect  a  ceriaio  duly  on  toDa^;e,  fwr  the  pur- 
fotma  therein  mentioeed  r**    Whereupoo, 

^Molvad,  That  ibis  Uo«Me  doth  agiea  to  tkc 
said  amendmeDt. 

Ortlertd.  That  tbe  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  eagtoaeed,  and  read  the  third  lime  to- 
morrow. 

MILITARY  LAND  WARRANTS. 

Mr.  JxctaoK  called  for  ihe  bill  to  coniinue  in 
force  an  aci^niiiled  "An  act  auihoriziiig  the 
Secretary  of  War  lo  issue  military  land  warraoie. 
and  for  olher  purpMes."  The  bill  wiu  gone 
tbrough  with  in  the  Commitiee  of  the  Whole  in 
a  few  minuiea,  and  the  Huaie  inimediawly  took 
it  op.  After  debaiio^  ahoDl  one  hour  wbeiher  to 
posipoae  or  recommtt  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sloan  said— 1  hare  tinteneil  aUeniiTely 
10  the  arguments  pro  and  con  relative  lo  «  rcccim- 
milment.  One  erKUment  in  Taror  of  a  rceoiamil 
meni,  T'niu.-'t  adduce,  which,  I  am  cooBJi-at,  can 
be  coniiidered  do  oiherwiiie  than  conclu-ir' ;  we 
were,  ta«t  week,  out  of  bu!<inrss.  we  may  be  so 
again;  bui,  by  thua  playing  beck  and  furlh.  bv 
comiuitting,  recalling,  and  reaoaiuiitiiug,  we  shall 


bsTe  komeihlDg  to  do,  aud  keep  out  of  the  evila 
of  idleiiexK. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  ihe  amend- 
ment, be  engroeaed,  and  read  ibe  third  time  to- 
day. 

DANISH  BRIQ  HENRICIL 

Mr.  J.  C.  Snitb  called  up  the  bill  fur  enabling 
tbe  Pretiilf  nl  to  ineke  mtitulton  to  the  GoTeri». 
meni  of  Denmark,  fur  ihe  ca[iture  and  coailemn»- 
lion  of  ihe  D4ni>h  brigantioe  Hearick  and  cargo. 
She  bad  been  capiured  by  a  French  prirateer  la 
1799.  and  soon  afier  capiured  by  the  American 
armed  >hi|^  ibe  Pickering,  and  waa  condrmneil 
and  sold,  conirary  tu  law,  it  being  neutral  pn^ 

Mr.  Shitb  mored  to  All  the  blank  with  fortf 
tbotuaud  dollars. 

Mr.  C>owNiHBBiEi.D opposed  the  bill;  apd  Ht. 
J.  C  Smith  defvoded  eiid  cxiilained.  Fa^wed  to 
a  third  reading  for  u>-morruw — 71  in  ibe  affirms- 

INTBRCOURSB  WITH  ST.  DOHINOO. 

Mr.  Eahlv  callpd  up  the  bill  pruhibiiing  iDlet^ 
course  with  Si.  Domingn. 

Mr.  NicHxLSUM  muTed.  (lo  try  the  eenoe  of  the 
H»use,  whether  they  rrally  wli4  tu  make  ihe  pro* 
vitions  of  the  bill  bo  secure  as  to  pruvi:  effecioal 
in  slupping  theintereouru',)  that  Ihe  owuer  should 
be  bouDil  in  one  or  mure  sufficifOl  surety  or  eure- 
liee,  lo  ibe  Hetinfactiuo  of  the  cullector  of  the  dis- 
tncl.  ir  mercbaou  atk  prolertiun  of  u^  ihef 
must  agree  lo  KBcb  pruhihiiioua  «t)d  ezaciiooa  a« 
we  propoae.  There  are  many  ways  by  wbicb  thB 
law  may  be  elnded  t  by  fraud  end  by  tiaokrupicy ; 
by  iaereaaiag  the  nniaher  of  aeciiriiiea,  and  the 
sum  of  the  bonds,  we  oimiaiKh  ifae  cbanoea  of 
eeadrng  tbe  law.  All  eur  disputes  with  oibet 
eoDDlrieB,  (elcepL  ihe  detention  of  tbe  Westere 
liaiiK.)  have  arinen  from  our  commereiat  affairs; 
tbe  Glorernment  has  espesded  fifteen  or  twenif 
million  of  dollars,  in  the  erection  afld  maintrnacce 
uf  a  navy  tu  vopporl  commerce.  Can  it,  ihra.  be 
considire'd  a  hardship  thai  Goreroment  should 
demand  ample recurilyl  Caiinol  the  hunesland 
resgvectable  inerehaol  obiain  it  wilh  ea?<e  7 

Mr.  EppEa.— 1  am  opposed  tu  the  amecdnent 
offtired  hy  Ibegeullemanfrom  Maiyland.  Nulav 
caopre*eDi  [he  evasion  of  our  merctiants,  if  they 
are  deiermiaed  lo  trade  with  the  iababilanis  of 
that  island. 

Mr.  CaowNinaBiBLD.— I  aro  decidedly  appoKd 
to  ifae  amendment.  If  the  bill  pastes,  as  1  undei- 
aiand  it,  there  muKt  be  a  liability  lo  double  fur- 
frimre;  the  veMel  and  cargo  are  forfeited,  if  d^ 
•ecied  on  their  passage  home  from  St.  Duoiingo, 
and  tbe  bond  it  also  forfeited.  The  bill  an  it  now 
Hianda  will  prove  extremely  burdensome  lo  the 
eummtrce  of  oar  country;  the  bitrdeflHare  heavy 
and  unnecessary.  I  think  I  !>h  old  rote  f' r  ihe 
bill  were  it  diverted  uf  the  burdeasume  <  saclionc. 
But,  pnsi  whMt  Uv  you  please,  you  canuot  slop 
the  iniercourse  beiwe^D  citizens  of  the  United 
Stale- and  ihc  inhabilanis  of  S<.  Domingo.  If 
they  oaniwl  trade  directly  from  tbe  United  State* 
tbey  will  remove  to  some  of  the  West  India 
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islrnDdi  and  eoatiooe  the  iDincoUTic,  or  the  Inter- 
course will  be  cODtinoed  by  amenta  in  Ihose 
islanda.  Bat,  I  feai  ihe  effect  Ibe  pufiag  this 
law  may  hare  on  ibe  iababitaDis  of  that  island.  I 
fear  that,  in  the  (pirii  of  resenliaeDt,  when  thef 
hear  of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  they  will  turn  to 
a  ontion  of  pirates,  as  it  respects  ns ;  atid  Ihalrou 
will  either  be  obliged  to  send  a  fleet  into  the  West 
India  seas,  for  the  protection  of  yoor  commerce, 
or  be  obliged  to  see  it  sacrificed.  I  know  not  whr 
it  is  necesaarf  for  us,  at  this  time,  to  piu  any  bill 
on  the  subject.  I  know  not  why  France  should 
wish  such  a  bill.  France  will  herself,  probably, 
be  a  loser  br  its  passing.  I  tbinkwe  hare  a  right 
to  trade  witn  the  inhabitants  of  that  island.  Sop- 
pose  the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica,  or  the  black  and 
white  inhabitants  of  an^  other 

Mr.  Earlt  asked  if  the  gentleman  was  in 
order? 

Mr.  CnowMiNBHiBLD.— I'll  stop  if  the  Speaker 
10  decides,  or  if  any  gentlemno  in  the  Honse 

The  Speaker. — The  gentleman  will  proceed, 
if  he  pleases. 

Mr.  CaowNineHiELD. — I  had  bnt  a  word  to  say. 
Soppose,  sir,  there  should  be  a  revolt  in  the  East 
Indies,  and  Bogland  should  interdict  our  trade 
with  Calcutta,  with  Madras.  4«.,  should  we  obe^rT 
But  I  will  not  enlarge.    I  sincerely  hope  the  bill 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  the  amendm«it  were — 
for  it  32,  against  it  95,  as  follows : 

YsAs— D«Tid  Bard,  BnrwcU  Bsvett,  Robert  Brown, 
John  Clubome,  JoMph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
M.  GsinMt,  DsTid  Holmes,  lotta  G.  Jackson,  Mkhul 
Leib,  Nidioiss  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  iomh  H. 
Nicboboa,  Thomas  M.  Basdol^  John  Re>  of  Feiui- 
^lienia,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Snilie,  Sannel  Smith, 
Hstthaw  WalUm,  John  WhitehiU,  Robsrt  Whilehill, 
and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Nils — Etsd  Alexander,  Wiflis  Alston,  jno.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  Joseph  Barker,  George  H.  Bedinger,  Silas 
Betton,  BuoalMs  Bidwell,  Phannel  Bishop,  William 
BlacUedge,  John  Blake,  jnnior,  Thomas  Blount,  James 
M.  Broom,  Willian  Bntler,  Len  Casey,  John  Chand- 
ler, Haitin  Chitteaden,  Christophet  Clark,  Geor^ 
CUntMi,  Jan.,  Frederick  Coniad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leon- 
ard CofingtoD,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutts, 
Bamnal  W.  Dana,  Eira  Dai^,  John  Dawson,  William 
Dickson,  Eliai  Esrle,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb 
Elhs,  Bbanewr  Elmer,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppee, 
William  Fiudley,  Peterson  Qoodwyn,  Andrew  Gregg, 


innior,  Henry  W.  Liringston,  Matthew  Lyon,Dnnean 
MacFarland,  Patikk  Msgnider.  Robert  Marion,  Josiah 
Msstera,  William  McCreaiy,  Da*id  Meriwether.  Tho- 
mas Moore,  Jonathan  0.  Moaely,  Gordon  B.  Hombrd, 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jnn.,  Gideon  Olio, 
Timothj  Pitkin,Jun.,  John  Pugh,  Joatah  Qnin^,  John 
Rhea  of  Tenneasse,  John  Buuell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomss 
SammoDS,  Thomas  Sandfoid,  Martin  0.  Scbuneman, 
Ebenezer  Seaier,  Jsmea  Blaio.  John  Cotton  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomu  Spalding,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  JowphSlanton,  Wiltiam  Stadman,  Lswia 
B.  Storges,  Samuel  Taggsrt,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Daiid  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thomp- 


son, Uii  Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cwtlandt,  Kilttan  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Joeaph  B.  Varnnm,  Daniel  C.  Veiplaock, 
PekgWadsworUi,  EU^alet  Wickes,  Dand  K.  Wil- 
liams, Maimaduke  WiUiams,  Nathan  Williams,  Bicb- 
ard  Winn,  and  Thomas  Wjnna. 

Mr.  Smilib. — Hare  we,  or  hsTe  we  not  a  right 
to  carry  on  tiade  with  Bt.  Domingo  without  the 
consent  of  France  7  That  is  the  queetion  befoie 
the  House.  Either  give  up  the  trade,  or  acknow- 
ledge the  independence  of  Hayti.  I  am  of  opin- 
ion that,  while  we  acknowledge  the  rights  ot 
France  orer  that  island,  that  we  .cannot  trade 
with  its  inhabitants  without  the  consent  of 
France. 

It  was  mored  that  the  bill  be  read  the  thtid 
time  to-morrow;  which  was  neiatired,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  read  this  day.  The  bill  being  read 
the  third  time — 

Mr.  McCheert  opposed  its  passage  in  an  argtt- 
ment  of  considerable  length. 

Mr.  CoNBAD  called  Tor  the  aye*  and  noea; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  said,  he  rose  merely  to  expieia 
his  satisfaction  that  the  ayes  and  noes  wett  order- 
ed on  this  question.  I  consider,  said  Hr.  S.,  all 
discussion  of  the  merit*  of  the  tnll  ns  perfectly 
fruitless.  The  rapid  muiner  in  which  ithasbeen 
hurried  thus  far  through  the  Hoase,  nitetly  pre- 
cludes all  detiberation,  and  is  a  sura  prognostic  of 
its  final  passage.  Itisameasarewhichwillgrent- 
ly  embarrass  all  our  foreign  commerce,  and  u  it  is 
to  hare  its  intended  effect,  which  I  much  doubt, 
because  I  believe  its  defective  prorisions  will  be 
easily  defeated  or  ended,  it  must  prove  complete- 
ly ruinous  to  a  lawful  and  ralnabte  branch  of  our 
trade.  But,  as  a  meastire  of  policr,  I  consider  it 
absolutely  deatruciire  of  thebeft  end  den  real  riffhu 
of  ibiscDUDtry.  Sir,  the  secret  is  oat;  the  Tad 
cannot  be  concealed  thai  this  bill  is  dictated  by  the 
Governmaat  of  France.  The  imperioas  mandate 
of  the  Freneb  Minister  is  published  to  the  world ; 
and  the  connexioD  between  his  orderaand  this  act 
of  ohedience  and  sabmiasion  will  be  clearly  pet- 
ceived  and  nniversally  acknowledged.  I  presuine 
not  M  arraign  the  motive*  of  other  gentlemen ; 
they,  doubtlesa,  have  reasons  which  justify  ike 
raeasnre  to  themselves.  Indeed,  it  is  impossible 
their  impreasions  can  be  like  mine.  For  myself, 
I  view  tne  bill,  under  all  its  circumsianoes,  as  a 
surrender  of  all  the  rights  of  self-go venunent  ■,  aa 
a  sacrifice  of  the  honor  and  independence  of  Uii* 
nation  upon  the  altar  of  Gallick  despotism.  To 
this  sacrifice  I  never  can,  I  never  will  consent; 
and  it  is.  therefore,  with  pleasure  I  shall  record 
my  deeiued  negative  upon  the  Journal  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  J.  Clat. — We  cannot  trade  with  them 
without  acknowledging  their  independence.  If 
gentlemen  are  ready  to  do  this,  I  shall  consider  it 
as  a  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  black  despotism  and 
Qsurpatioo. 

Mr,  Dana. — I  rise,  sir,  to  declare  my  approba- 
tion of  the  sentiments  eEpreesed  by  my  honorable 
colleague.  Mr.  J.  C.  Smith. 

This  bill,  from  the  nature  of  its  provisioits,  I 
consider  as  inadeqtute  to  prevent  the  trade  with 
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die  iilaod  of  Bt.  Domingo.  At  the  Mtne  time, 
coDsi^eriDg  ihe  circumsunees  Dnder  which  it  bis 
been  pressed  upoD  our  itiention,  I  riew  it  ai  pe- 
euliarlj'  eiceptionable  in  pHDcip)e,BDd  u  inroW- 
ing  consequences  which  may  be  severely  injurious 
in  praciice. 

1  will  not  attecDpi,  at  this  time,  to  state  the  va- 
TJous  possible  consequences  of  passiug  the  bill. 
Without  estimkliog  the  prqbabilily  or  ita  beiag 
regarded  br  ihoip  who  now  rule  in  Hayti  a«  an 
Bct  of  hostility  against  them,  and,  therefore,  as  a 
cause  for  their  eiercising;  boctililte*  against  ihi« 
country  ;  without  intinuiing  the  tendency  of  aucb 
measare*  to  drive  them  to  attempt  maritime  en- 


tmpt  1 
rpiises,  and  ibus  ta  raise  up  in  IM  West  Indies 
■    *■  '        "    'igaiahet' ' 

daogeralo  the  property  ofour  merchants  and  tbc 


terpi 

a  black  Algiers,  diatingaiahed  by  activity  and  fe- 
rocity ;  witnont  presentiav  to  riew  the  consequent 


lire*  of  our  seamen ;  the  single  consideration  of 
the  circumstances  under  which  we  are  now  r»- 
quired  to  act  upon  this  subject,  it  sufficient  to  de- 
cide my  TDie  against  the  present  biH,  even  if  it 
were  otherwise  of  no  moment.  As  ooc  of  the 
RepreseniatiTcsof  Ihe  people  of  the  United  Suie^ 
J  bold  it  not  my  doty  to  Dow  to  (he  mandate  of 
njiy  foreign  Power.  In  this  light  I  view  thecom- 
munieatiooB  laid  before  the  Senate,  from  Talley- 
rand and  the  French  Minister  Plenipotentiary, 
(equiring  the  interdiction  of  trade  witit  SL  Do- 
mingo, under  tbc  order  of  their  imperial  master. 
With  such  sentiments,  it  is  imposs^e  for  me  to 
be  ID  favor  of  the  pieseut  bill. 

Mr.  Rnu,  of  TenncMee.—l  deny  that  this  bill 
is  the  eSeci  of  any  request  or  order  of  the  Freneh; 
it  is  an  act  of  justice. 

Mr.  doiMov. — It  was  my  intention  to  have  en- 
tered fully  into  aa  examination  of  the  princi)^ 
ef  tliia  bill,  but,  like  the  genileman  from  Connee- 
lient,.  I  deem  mviwlf  pfectuded  from  execuiiog 
this  pnrpoee,  by  the  temper  and  disposition  dt«- 
eorered  by  the  House.  In  a  commercial  view,  it 
will  aBect  ny  particular  eonadinents  Ixu  little. 
The  merobants  of  Boston  hare  been  eoncerued  in 
this  commerce  to  a  very  limited  decree  only. 
There  are,  however,  principles  in  the  hill  affecting 
commercial  convenience  generally,  which  I  should 
have  deemed  it  mjr  duty  to  have  considered,  if  the 
course  ot  proceeding  adopted  hy  the  Houie^  had 
Dot  coiiTiBced  me  that  it  was  not  by  argnmenl 
that  thb  bill  was  to  b*  carried,  or  could  be  defeated. 
The  bill  was  laid  upoa  our  tablet  ][esterday.  Jo 
Italf  aa  bom  after,  we  were  called  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  opan  it,  through  which  it  passed 
iastantly  without  amendment.  The  report  (^  the 
Committee  was  immedisiely  considered,  and  a 
motion  to  postpone  for  a  single  day  only,  was  vio- 
lenily  opposed  by  the  ^ntlemeo  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  BpPBfl,)  and  from  MaaaachBietta,  ^Mt.  Bio- 
wGLi.)  It  IS  true,  as  has  btwa  said,  this  subject 
has  been  long  before  the  Senate,  but  ii  is  the  first 
time  that  I  ever  heard  that  the  memben  of  this 
House  were  in  duty  bound  to  be  prepared  to  act 
immediaMly  apoo  an  important  question,  because 
it  had  been  lone  under  the  consideration  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  A  similar  de- 
nce  of  haste  and  determioiitiDii  to  pr«M  this  bill 
9th  Com.— 17 
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its  prioeiples  and  eoDsequeoees.  the  course  adopt- 
ed IS  uopreeedented.  Under  otter  ci  re  amstancea, 
and  had  time  been  allowed  for  the  iavesligalioo, 
I  should  have  held  it  my  duty  to  have  liiown,  aa 
I  ibink  it  mi(^l  be  done,  that  oar  restricttons  of 
this  commerce  ought  to  extend  only  to  military 
apparatus,  and  not  to  the  denial  af~lhe  ordinary 
necessities  and  convenieoces  of  life ;  that  the  laws 
of  nations  require  that  we  sbonld  exercise  a  ttrict 
neutrality  between  France  and  Hayti ;  and  that  a 
declaration  of  non-iuterconrss  was,  and  probably 
wonld  be  considered,  by  the  inhabitants  of  that 
island,  as  a  declaration  of  wai.  Kit  oppottanity 
haa  not  been  allowed  tor  the  ezaminatioa  reqnio- 
ite  to  the  establishment  of  these  points,  and  there 
it  obvionslr  no  disposition  to  attend  to  it  were  it 
made.  I  shall,  therefore,  merely  record  my  Beg»- 
tive  to  the  bilL 

Mr.  Euf  BB. — I  know  of  no  foondatioB  for  the 
declaration,  that  this  bill  is  iha  effect  of  an  order 
from  the  Mioister  of  Franee.  I  bdieve  no  such 
order  would  affect  a  single  member  on  this  Boor. 
Policy  requires,  our  duly  requires,  the  passing  of 
this  bill.  The  (Object  has  been  fully  discussed, 
this  and  the  lost  session;  there  is  no  haste j  if 
seatlemen  wish  to  amend,  let  their  amendmenta 
be  brought  forward^  if  they  wish  further  to  dis- 
cufi^  the  House  is  ready  to  listen ;  the  principle 
of  this  bill  is  already  settled,  and  baa  longWn.  I 
look  not  at  conaequences ;  I  losk  to  what  policyud 
duty  require-  Ws  must  offend  PraiMe  or  Saint 
Domingo ;  but  I  see  not  why  St.  DoioiBgo  should 
be  np  in  arms  at  the  passage  of  this  bill.  I  fear 
Ibe  offence  of  do  nation  ;  I  fear  only  doing  wrong 
as  a  man,  and  as  a  legislator;  I  fear  more  the 
consequences  ot  not  passing,  than  I  do  of  p««iBr 
this  bill. 


.jmpelled  to  hear;  I  bad  hoped  that  the  gentle- 
man from  C(«iteciicnt,(Mr.  Smith,)  oeiully  so 
distinguished  by  the  urbanity  and  correelneaa  of 
his  deportment  io  debate,  would  hare  forboTBt 
such  cipreesioBs  of  bitterness  and  wrath.  But 
the  gentleman  could  not  omit  this  opportunity  of 
opposing  the  pretest  Administration.  The  gea- 
tleoMB  wbo  new  oppose  the  bill  were  the  caaie 
erf'  its  itot  being  adopted  the  last  session.  When, 
we  wished  to  pass  this  bill  the  last  seasion,  gen- 
tlemen who  are  now  opposed  to  it,  prevented  its 
passage  by  saying  Ibat  there  was  no  cause  for  it, 
and  we  were  told  to  wail  till  France  shoold  re- 
monstrate sgaiost  the  intercourse.  Well,  Franca 
has  remonstrated,  and  now  the  same  gentlemen 
tell  us  not  to  pass  the  bill,  because  she  bos  remon- 
strated. Sirange  !  There  may  be  other  grounds 
of  objectious  to  this  bill,  which  gentlemen  choose 
not  10  avow.  There  is  a  diiposiiioo,  not  only  in 
this  House,  but  elsewhere — in  the  public  prints — 
which  fills  my  mind  with  awe,  Afterall  wecan 
do,  the  object  seems  to  be  to  draw  down  on  us  the 
wrath  of  oiher  Quraruments.  Look  at  a  cele- 
brated publication  in  the  Philadelphia  gazettes. 
What  is  the  object  of  that;  audwhat  iatheobjeut 
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■ow  7  Why,  to  tdl  th«  f eTolter*  of  S  I.  DomingD 
Hut  tbey  hare  jost  cauw  of  offeoee  ot  of  war. 

Mr.  Errsa.—l  rise  lo  exprMs  my  apprDbatioD 
of  the  norel  maniiBr  in  which  Mme  nDtkineD 
lure  cxpraracd  their  duapprobaiion  of  tbis  bill. 
A  genileman  from  CoBneetieiit  rrioicca  to  acga- 
tiTo  ibii  bill;  another  geDlleman  hdm  GaaaMii- 
ent  coioci^s  viib  him,  and  a  (revtieman  fmn 
llamacIiuMUs  perfectly  a|TtM  with  kirn. 

Brerf  natioD,  when  iDinred,  has  a  liglit  lo  d«' 
mand  redrai.  Hu  not  Fmnce,  tbea,  thii  rislit  1 
Bome geotlemtn  would daelare  Be DoniDco  free; 
if  any  geutlemaB  favrboraradh  aenliiDeBtt  Ul  htm 
come  forward  boldly  and  declare  it  la  Mich  ca*e, 
he  would  cOT«r  himself  wiA  deteatxtion.  &  a?*- 
tem  that  would  bring  immediate  and  hottiUa  ■«• 
atraction  on  ihe  faireat  portion  of  America. 

Ur.  Ely.— The  amount  of  the  trade,  and  the 
«xact  litDatioi)  of  thi*  couairy,  I  kn»w  little  of  till 
f  etterday.  I  have  attended  to  the  obierTatioDi 
tblit  brive  been  made ;  bai  I  bare  Mareely  hdard 
ray  reaWD  gifen  why  this  bill  ihottld  be  fiaued. 
Hence,  I  am  indined  to  think  tbat  reason  had  lit- 
tie  to  do  in  the  btuinaa,  ttnlets  tbay-  ar*  secret  rea- 
aons.  1  wish  for  reasons  fin- paaiing  the  bill ;  but 
llie  diicufsion  hai  only  aRbrded  me  reasoni 
affirinit  thent.  Hare  these  Haytiacs  no  right*  f 
if  they  wore  once  subjects  of  a  QoTemment  that 
can  DO  longer  hold  them,  has  that  Dltion  any 
ligbt  to  call  on  UH  lo  starve  them  out;  to  Btarre 
these  people  into  sDbjectiDB  to  that  Power?  Geo- 
llamen  bare  said  that  wq  wish  war.  I  tritst  not. 
I  toT^  a  clear  sky,  good  looka,  and  plnaant  feel- 
ings I  love  peace,  and  wish  it  as  muth  as  any 
mntlcman  in  the  Honae.  It  is  sngcesled,  and  1 
fear  too  tmly,  that  these  people,  rude,  anttitgrcd 
aom  of  nainte,  fired  with  the  full  fare*  of  the  lex 
taUoHu,  whca  they  come  to  bear  of  this  hill,  will 
arm,  harass,  and  will  swarm  round  our  West  In- 
dia trade,  and  ibashijiire  onefotnb  of  onreom- 
meree.  1  deny  Ihe  right  of  the  {"rencb  to  ^etate, 
w  has  beni  done.  I  Jitaj  the  naeesaitr  or  policy 
«f  yielding  t*  the  orders  of  the  French  Minister. 

Mr.  Smiub. — 1  deny  that  tbe  iahaUlanta  of  St. 
Domingo  art  ■  nation.  Has  the  Uniled  Siatce,  or 
aayothw  rntioD,  acknowledged  tbemsol  N«. 
How,  then,  an  they  to  he  eonaldend  ntfaet  than  a 
part  of  France  1 

Tbe  bill  pasaed—yeai  93,  nays  36,asfMlow«: 


Aaderse*,  Dsrid  Bssd.  JoMfth  Bukti,  BnrweH  Ban- 
aMt,  OMne  M.  BedinKar,  BsrubM  BidweU,  nisnnd 
Bishop,  Williaai  Bla(UadK^JohnBlak«,ji]D.,Th«iaa 
Btonnt,  Robart  BiOWn,  lohn  Bi^Id,  WUUan  Batkr, 
GaMV*  W.  Cszopbdl,  Leii  CaH?,  John  Cbandler, 
John  Cluboms,  Christopher  C^k,  Joseph  CUy,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  Qeocgs  Clinton,  jqd.,  Frederick  Conrsd,  Or- 
dard  Cook,  Leonard  CoTington,  Richurd  Cutis,  Ezra 
Darbj,  John  Dawson,  William  Dickson,  Elja*  Esrta, 
Peter  Early,  Ebeneier  Eltner,  John  W.  Eppes,  Wit- 
Bam  Findlej,  James  Fisk,  Jobn  Fowler,  James  M. 
Oamett,  Petenon  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Oray,  Isoish  L. 
Oreen,  Bilas  Halsej,  John  Hamilton.  William  Helms, 
DsTid  Holmes,  John  O.  Jsckson.  Walter  Jones,  Janes 
Kelly,  Thomss  Kensn,  Midiael  Leib,  Duncan  Mac- 
Parlsnd,  Patrick  Mafnider,  Robert  Marion,  loalah 
Mastw*,  Dwiid  Uenwether,  Nicbola*  It.  Mocm,  Tho- 


Moeca,  Jereniab  Menew,  Jcdm  Menow,  Oardsn 

B.  Miunfard,  TlkHoas  Newton,  jun.,  Gidaoo  OUn,  Jtriui 
Pugh,  Tbamas  H.  bndolph,  Jobn  Kei  of  P&omjI' 
TSBis.JohB  RheaofTsnneaMe,  Jacob  Kichaids,  John 
RuHcll,  TbotDaa  Sammona,  Thoinaa  Sandfbrd,  Martjn 
G.  Bchuneman,  Ebeneter  Bearer,  James  Sloan,  lohn 
Smilie,  John  Smith,  Bsmael  Smith,  Hem;  Soathsrd, 


thev  Walton,  John  Whitehill.R^NttWhiUhUUEnpk 
det  Wiekes,  Darid  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  WiQians, 
Nathan  WiUfams,  Alexander  Wilsoii,  Htcbard  Winn, 
and  llmuaa  Wynns. 

Nats  — Silas  Betloa,  Martin  OUUendaD,  Jae* 
_  rawainabiald,  SaasMl  W.  Dana,  Jsbn  Davemnt,  jr., 
James  Ettiol,  Oakb  EWs,  WilUsaa  Ry,  aetfa  HaMuin 
David  Hcagh,  Heur  W.  UrincstMi,  Matthew  I^ea, 
WiUian  MeOtwij,  JarsoiBfa  Nalsoa,  Tunot^  PiOM, 
jnaior,  Joaiah  CJoiacy,'  John  Ootlan  Bmith.  WiUiaB 
Blednan,  Lewis  B.  atatges,  aamoal  Taoart.  Bsoja- 
'  Tallmadge,  fiuiuel  Tennsy,  Thomas  W.  Tbsmp- 
Kilkian  K.  Van  Samsalaer,  Daniel  C.  VapUaek, 
and  Pidog  Wadsweitb. 

WKMreaiMT,  February  26- 
Ad  engrossed  bill  to  contiiitK  to  forte  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  aathorize  the  Beereiary  of 
War  to  iseoe  military  land  VBTmnte,  aikd  for  othec 
pnrpotes,"  was  tead  the  third  time,  and  the  bill 
recoflimitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  im< 
mediately.  The  House  aoeordingly  resoli^  it- 
self toto  the  said  eommittee;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  theComoiittee  reported  an  amend- 
ment (hereto,  which  was  twfee  read  ud  agreed 
to  bf  the  Home. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendment  he  en- 
gnwsed,  and,  together  with  the  bil^  read  tiie  third 

Mr.  Bii>vnL,fratirtheco«m)itBeappotated  on 
the  twentr-aecend  of  Janus ry  last,  (vesenied  m 
biUprescrintng  thecSbei  in  each  State  of  there- 
cords  of  jndgmenta  and  decrees  of  the  courts  ot 
record  of  erery  «thet  Stale ;  which  was  then  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commlnee  of  At 
Whole  on  Ftiday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  oonsfder  the  amend- 
ment ])i«pased'  by  the  Senate  to  ike  bill,  eoiiifed 
"An  act  for  altenng  the  time  for  holdinK  the  Cir- 
cuit Conn  in  the  district  of  North  Caroliaai" 
Wherenpon, 

Aeeohiefli;  That  this  Hoase  do  agree  lo  the  aaid 
amendmevt  with  an  amendment- 

An  engrossed  bill  enabling  the  President  eftha 
United  State*  (o  make  Miiivtion  to  the  OorenH 
ment  of  Denmark,  for  th«  eaptnrv  ami  eondemna- 
tfon  of  the  I>«niin  briganttoe  caLM  the  Henriek, 
and  her  cargo,  was  then  read  the-tbird  time,  and 
passed. 

On  a  motion  made  and  sevooded  tiiat  die  Home 
do  come  (o  tbe  following  Tes<^tioD : 

Saohtd,  Thst dollars  ought  to  b< 

out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  o 
pntpriated,  for  the  immediala  raliMrof  Peter  LandaM, 
I«le  a  eapteinofone  rfthe  armed  Ttisila  of  the  IWted 
Stales,  OB  account  of  his  claim  to  piit»  noney  agem- 
ing  &rai  the  eapiures  made  and  carried  into  Befsea, 


Digitized  byGOOglC 


617 


HSSTOBY  OP  0ONGRB8S. 


518 


PnaoAM,  ISOd. 


RbmiMmon  </  Dutie», 


H.  opR. 


imie;'trfiicli  ndM  thBll  ba  dsdoctol  fram  ba  proptttian 
of  tba  price  t^HUvf,  «nUch  tm?  be  gnocnred  fton  Ibe 
Iknidi  QpTOTaMBBtih  ntlafaclion  of  the  altiia'afin* 
Mid. 

Ordered,  Tfimi  the  taid  nrtohrttoft  bo  rrferred 
to  ihe  connderBlfcm  »f »  Ci»Qtoitt«wof  the  Wbole 
this  day. 

The  House  ubordhiely  r«salVed  ftsetr  into  the 
said  CoroiDittEF,  and  after  some  lime  spent  tbere- 
in,  the  Comdiilee  rose  and  tepofted  to  ihtf  Hoaae 
their  aereemenl  to  the  same.    'Wttereapoa, 

Sewiiedt  Tbat  this  House  do  agiVe  with  tbi 
Committee  of  the  whole  ^oiise  in  their  agree- 
ineat  to  the  laid  renilation. 

Ordered,  Tbat  a  bill,  or  bill*,  be  brought 
ptirsuaot  thereto;   and   that   tha   Committee  at' 
Clairai  do  prepare  aad  bring  in  the  same. 

A  mES<ageirom  the  Senate  informed  theHoose 
that  the  Senate  have  patied  a  resolution  appoiai- 
iog  a  committee,  joimlr,'With  a  committee  to  be 
appointed  oa  the  part  of  the  House  of  Repre«eni 
aiives,  for  the  purposes  •tpmaad  in  the  "  Act  for 
the  fiu thet  eappott  of  a  'Ubraty." 

The  HoiKe  readred  itself  into  a  Cwumilt 
tbe  Whole  on  ikfr  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
tied  "  An  act  to  rC^ohtta  tiie  laying  out  and  i  _. 
iag  a  road  from  Cumberland,  ta  the  Slate  of 
Maryland  to  the  State  of  Ohio."  The  bill  ^-  - 
rsported  Wiib  several  amoMmeais  thereto. 
REMISBION  OF  DmES. 
Mr.  CaowNiNSHiELD,  from  tbe  Camiilittee  of 
Commerce  and  Manulkciurea,  bavmg  considered 
the  petition  of  Tristram  Hussey,  of  the  island  of 
nanttckei,  in  tbe  Siat«  of  Massachusetts,  ttude 
the  following  report : 

Tbe  petilinMr,  wfA  Ed«wd  CUy,jta^  and  others, 
aaaadhantSj  «f  NsMnokel,  wars,  Snd  still  srs,  flss  9m- 
en  orf'  tbs  shf>  Union.  Th»  tsmb!  has  besn,  tar  soma 
tima  fast,  employed  in  the  t* haling  buuneiH,nitb,an 
Amencan  master  and  Crew,  r^nlarl;  documented  u 
a  veaael  of  ths  United  States.  la  the  Tear  1801,  on 
the  paaas^  to  tke  Brsiils,  snd  before  aej  srriTed  st 
the  Cape  de  Verd  Islands,  the;  obtsinecl  eight  cask*  of 
Bjpermacati  otl,  and  sent  the  same  to  New  YoA  in  sn 
AmeHcan  Teasel.  Th«  coUectoi  charged  sercnt^-twa 
doflan  and  fifteen  cents  dutj  oii  the  i^,  notwilhatand- 
ing  it  wa«  the  produce  or  AmarieanllahetiM.  Upon  a 
aMnnd  vojtgt/  a  the'sOAe  dnp,  Ut  lli«  (bBowing  vesr, 
they  ^roettred  t*Mttf-4eyeB  cadU of  Mltttith «Mlas 
takm  «n  the  p«*sag«,  prtoi'  to-fMbig  tbe  'Oape  de 
Verd  lalMids,  and'Atpptd  the  sua*  also  bi  U^Amni- 
cm  bottom  to  New  VMh«  titata  ih»eMM»r  ttgiriii 
dMnaad«d  a  dti^iaar  itt  uapNtatfoM,  aad  ibsywae 
iiMiiiiil  (•  rar  a'teihar  sob  of  thaev  han^ad  aad 
taraatf^lvaB  dslkra  iad  taratj-On  CMlls  fH  lb*  dtt- 
ti««.  Ik  both  k>staaces«  the  til  was  Mt  landed  at  any 
foreign  port.  It  ws*  aiMim;  taltea  from  lbs  stiip 
Uftioo,  and  pnt  ou  boaid  AnetiMn  isssels;  and  the 
pioof  exhibited  to  the  conunitlae  is  incontestable  that 
it  waa  the  prodace  of  tbe  American  whale  Bsiuaj. 
The  collector  of  New  York  might,  with  equal  pro- 
priety, have  charged  a  duty  on  the  whole  cargo  of  oil 
imported  in  the  Union,  had  she  entered  at  thst  port, 
■a  in  the  two  cases  under  ConsideraUon.  It  eppeani 
that  American  oil  cannot  be  subject  to  any  doty  nhst- 
erer.  There  is  no  law  known  to  die  committee  that 
flMma  to  anthartM  a  Minitaf  dtarte.    Tkt  db^ean  be 


colleetad  m  artidsa  of  the  growth,  prodnca,  or  maatk- 
&ctnre,  of  the  United  States ;  and,  whererer  any  Amer- 
ican aiticlea  baTe  been  retumed  from  fbieign  countries, 
the  duty  is  belieTsd  to  hsTe  been  inTaiiahly  remitted, 
or  rather  none  has  ever  been  demanded.  Codfish, 
taken  by  American  fishermeti,  in  American  vessels,  are 
not  ohargeabte  with  dnty,  whether  imported  in  the  ves- 
sel in  which  they  were  caught,  or  on  any  oAer  Ameri- 
can bottom ;  surely,  then,  oil  of  tbe  American  flsheriea 
mmt  be  entitled  to  a  aBailat  exenptkm  tmat  duty. 
The  c«nimittBe  are  of  amnion  that  CongtMa  ought  ti 


Jtianlaerf,  Thai  the  prayw  at  the  petitioiier  ii  raa- 

sonablB,  atad  anfht  to  be  |nnlad> 

Tbe  report  was  rereired  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Wtole  It 


Tbdrsdat,  February  27. 

The  SraazBii  laid  before  the  House  t  lettei 
from  the  Seoretarv  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  of  the  Coramiationers  for  the  diBtriel 
east  of  Pearl  rirer,  of  British  grants  for  lands  ly> 
ing  in  tbe  Mid  district,  pursuant  to  the  prOrisioita 
of  the  seventh  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
regHlatiDg  the  graDia  t>f  land,  and  providing  fot 
the  disposal  of  the.  Ikoda  of  ibe  United  States 
soQlh  of  the  Slate  of  Teanassee ;"  which  wete 
r<«^  and  orderad  to  be  rafcmd  to  tbe  OoUmittee 
on  IM  PnWtc  Lands. 
On  dtotioa,  it  was 

Jtaolted,  Tkat  a  comiditue  be  appointed  t 


coBstdei  the  expiadieiMy  of  bmandiiw  the  ktwral- 
atife  to  natoMt'  for  inreBtioas  or  diaeovarias  in 
the  osefal  riita)  and  to  report  tltarwM  by  bill,  or 


otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Mesars.  DjotA,  F19K,  Spaldino, 
Alexahoer,  aiid  Sji'ilie^  be  appointed  a  com- 
mittee'pilrsuani  to  the  said  resolution. 

A  ^ition  of  aCmdry  inhabitants  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Lousiatia  was  preiabted  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  that  such  of  ttern  as  b^d  hmiltea, 

wereacinal  iohabitaTils  of  Ihe  said  Territory, 
__  or  befort  the  2(Wi  of  Deceniber,  1603,  may 
hare  granted  to  them,  r^spetftlvely.  a  tract  erf*  land 
of  fmeiHites(|M*b<Vigetherwftb  ikeMtlal  allow- 
atMie  franed  10  the  wtfe  aud  flimily  of  ^oti  Mt- 
tl«r,  secofdin^io  tbe'ut«ges  mid  tSMotiu  h^reto- 
fereeitaMJsbed  in  the  «id  Teriitor?. 

Also;  *  Aetitloil  Vf  lii)tidrj>  inffamtaiits  6t  the 
disiriilt  of  Vincennes,  in  (he  Ijidiatia  TerrHotjr, 
praying,  for  the  reasons  therein  set  forth,  that  fur- 
ther tim^  (nay  be  allowed  to  them  for  Biio|^  no- 
tices, ^nd  making  proofs  of  claltiu  to  lands  wttbin 
the  said  district. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  aaid  petitions  be  sevetally 
rafeired  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Landa. 

Mr.  CsowNiN.BHiBi.D,  from  the  ComiDitlee  of 
Commaice  and  ManufaciureB,  who  were  directed 
by  a  rtsdution  of  ibe  House,  of  the  fifth  inilatit, 
"In  ini}Oire  into  the  expediency  of  authorixing 
the-  Beoreiary  of  the  TnraBtn7  to  cause  a  eorrey 
to  be  made  af  Ihe  shoais  of  Caps  Haiterav,  Cape 
^MOokoBt,  aad  lb*  Prying  Pana,"  made  a  report 
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tbcreon;  whicb  wai  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Ubie. 

Mr.  Crowinbhield,  fVom  the  Mine  comniittee, 
pT«5«nied  a  bill  directing  the  Secretar;  of  tbe 
Treasury  lo  cause  the  coast  of  North  Carolina, 
between  Cape  Haiterai  and  Cape  Fear,  to  beaor- 
Teved;  wbicb  wai  reed  twice  aod  committed  to 
a  Comfflitiee  of  (he  Whole  on  Monday  aesi. 

An  easroued  bill  to  coatinue  in  foree  an  act, 
eotitltd  ^An  act  lo  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
War  (o  isBiie  militarT  land  warraDti,aDd  forotbei 
parMMM,"  wai  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Q.  Wi  Campbell,  from  tbe. committee  to 
whom  were  referred,  oo  the  tenth  of  Dseember 
laat  the  petition  of  the  Leciilaiife  Council  of 
the  Territory  of  Orteant;  aoo^on  the  third  ultimo, 
a  memorial  of  the  Haa*e  of  RepreeeotatiTca  of 
the  laid  Territory,  made  «  report  tbereoo,  la  pan, 
which  was  read,  and  orderea  to  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  Houae  on  Monday  oext. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
of  tbe  Seoate  appoiatiag  a  committee,  joiatly 
with  a  committee  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
tbe  House  of  RepreMDtaiires,  for  the  purposes 
expressed  iu  the  "act  for  the  further  support  of  a 
libiary :"  Whereupon 

Jtt*ol«ed,  That  this  House  doib  a^rree  to  the 
aaid  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  JoasPH  Ci.aT,  Mr. 
T.  M.  Rakdolph,  and  Mr.  D&na,  be  appointed  a 
eommiltee  oti  their  part. 

The  Hous*  resoUed  itaelf  into  a  Committee  of 
(he  Whole  on  the  bill  remoTiag  the  limitation  of 
tbe  right  of  suffrage  in  the  Missiieippi  Territory, 
and  empowering  the  Legislature  thereof  to  io> 
ereasethe  nuailwror  Repreeeaiatirea  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  bf  a  gireo  ratio  to  that  of  eleclora; 
and,  afier  eome  time  apent  therein,  the  Committee 
roae,  and  bed  leave  to  sit  again. 

IMPORTATIOPf  OF  SLAVEa 

An  engrossed  bill  for  imposing  a  tax  of  ten 
dollar*  on  all  elaTCs  hereafter  imported  into  tbe 
Uaitad  State*,  was  read  the  third  time. 

A  motion  wa«  made,  and  ihe  queiticw  beintt 

Ct,  that  Ue  farther  consideration  of  the  Mid  biB 
postponed  indefloitely,  it  passed  in  the  nega- 
tire— yeas  43,  nay*  69,  as  follows : 

Taie— Willi*  Al*i*a,  jr.,  Omti*  M.  B^inger,  8iU* 
BetloB,  Pha&ml  Biahof,  WiUam  BUiMtigt,  Thomas 
Blouii,  WiUIiaai  BnU>r,  Ji4m  Campbdl,  U*i  C**ey, 
Martin  Cbittendan,  Cfanelepher  Clark,  Matthew  Clay, 
Jacob  CrowDinslueld,  Ssnuel  W.  Dau,  John  Dbtsii- 

£>rt,  jr.,  EUu  Earla,  Peter  Early,  Jama*  EUiot,  Caleb 
[lis,  £dwin  Gny,  Jolm  0.  Js«k*an,  Thonus  Kinsn, 
Doncan  MscFarlud,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters, 
Wilham  McCrecry,  David  Meriwitber,  Thomw  Moore, 
Gurdoo  B.  Mnoiford,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  B»a- 
iolA,  iotm  Rhea  of  Tenn^Me,  Thomu  Bt  ndfiird,  John 
C.  Smith,  Tbotna*  apalding,  WiHism  SWman.  Samnsl 
Tenney,  Thomas  W.  Thompwrn,  Darid  R.  Witlianu, 
Bicfaard  Winn,  and  Tbomss  Wynns. 

Nai* — Evan  Aleiuider,  laaae  Anderson,  Jo*.  Bar- 
ker, Bnrwall  Bassett,  Barnabas  BidweU,  John  Btaka, 
K  Robert  Brown,  John  Chandler,  John  Cbiborae, 
JoMiph  Clay,  Fredeiid  Ooorad,  Leonard  CoringtMi, 
lUiAard  CbUs,  Earn  Darby,  WiUiam  Dicfcsen,  Ebene- 
aec  ElniM,  Wiltem  Ely,  Wilttam  Findley,  Janm  Fmk, 


Chsrlsa  Goldsboronsb,  Petetaoa  Ooodwyn,  Andrew 
Or*n  Isaiah  L.  Oreen,  Sito  Halsey,  Jolm  Bajoiitan, 
Setb  HsMinp,  William  Halms,  David  HotmM,  David 
Hough,  Walter  Jons*,  Nehemiab  Kniffat,  Michaei 
Leib,  JoasjA  Lewis,  jr,  Mattfaaw  Lym,  Fslriik  Ma- 
gradat,  NKfaoU*  R.  Moore,  Jereauui  Morrow,  John 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Hoaaley,  Jeremiah  Ndsea, 
ThoatM  Newton,  jr.,  Jose^  H.  Nichobon,  Gideon 
Olin,  John  Baa  of  Pum^lvania,  Jacob  Richards,  Joba 
RosasU,  Peter  Saillj,  Thomas  Bammons,  Ebenesor  aea< 
TBT,  Janie*  Bloan,  John  Bmilia,  J<din  Smith,  Samnel 
Smith,  Henry  Sonthard,  Ridkard  Stanlbrd,  Joasph 
Stanton,  Lewis  B.  StorBcs,  Benjamin  Tattmadge,  Datid 
Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thomp«m.  Uri  Ttttj,  Philip  Tan 
Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,  Peteg  Wadawonb,  John 
WbilehlU,  Robert  WhilebiU.  Eliphalat  WichM,  Nathan 
WBlianu,  and  Alexander  Wileon. 
On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  tbe  raid  bill  be  recommitted  to 
Mr.  Sloah,  Mr.  Fisk,  Mr.  Bppbb,  Mr.  Qmirt^r, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  Mr.  J.  Ci^t,  nod  Mr.  Haiiox. 
PBEEE  MONEY. 

A  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Peter  Landai*  wa*  rtmi 
a  first,  second,  and  third  time,  and  passed.    The 

Ettiiioner  claimed  prise  money  dae  nim  in  1799} 
is  claim  wa*  upward  of  (1S,OQO. 

Mr.  Smitb,  who  reported  the  IhII,  anted  that 
be  beliered  the  petitioner  nl  present  wnhad  bat  a 
part  of  the  earn  due  him;  and  he  wonld  thank 
any  gentlemnn  to  nniM  a  Him  with  which  to  fill 
tbe  biaDk. 

Mr.  NicBOLBOH  gare  a  very  affecting  state- 
ment of  the  petitioner'*  situation,  and  moved  to 
all  the  blank  with  S6,000.  It  wa*  so  fiUed  with- 
out a  dissentient  voice. 

JODBHALB  OF  OONOREeS. 

Mr.  Ci.aT  called  for  the  reaolotion  to  parehatn 
one  hundred  and  tbirtr  sets  ot  FolirelFi  edi- 
tion of  the  Jonrnala  of  Cai^re*a  nnder  tbe  Coit- 
federalioo. 

Mr.  JacKaon. — I  do  not  perceiTe  that  these 
Joumsls  are  mora  raluable,  in  a  political  riew,  oi 
mote  neeeiairy  for  members  of  Congress,  than 
taany  other  work*  that  could  be  mentioned.  I 
aoe  not  why  the  laws  of  Coosreas,  or  the  lean  et 
nation*,  highly  valuable  and  necessary  treatise^ 
should  not  claim  a  place  in  point  of  utility  aa 
Boon  as  tha  Joaroal*  of  the  Old  Congress.  I  am 
oppoaed  to  the  ratolutimi,  pot  on  aceonnt  of  th* 
aHiB,  but  iron  my  dislike  of  the  principle.  Yon 
may  as  well  take  *o  mueh  money  from  the  Trea^ 
Bty,  and  pnrehasa  what  biwika  you  jdeaae.  Then 
are  manr  new  memboa  in  (hi*  Houat,  who  aia 
intaitnied  j  the  boiAs  art  for  the  new  nMnbera  of 
this  and  meeeeding  Oongreaae*.  I  hnw  some 
doubts  of  the  propriety  of  Ineir  voting. 

Hr.  Lbis.— The  new  members  are  intereMed; 
so  also  were  the  member*  who  have  heretofore 
voted  for  the  purchase  of  these  Journals  for  thent- 
aelve*.  I  received,  when  I  became  a  member  of 
this  House,  a  set  of  theMjovmals;  I  wi*h  ihow 
who  come  after  me  may  also  receive  them.  I 
would  mete  to  others  the  measure  that  is  meted  to 

Mf.  ALaroa.— Ooi  predeeenot*  barn  not  all 
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b«en  furnished  with  tfaeae  JvorBml*.  Perbapailii* 
resolution  is  iotcnded  to  favor  some  printer,  who 
baa  tbesa  Tolamt*,  and  find*  it  difficult  lo  diipoK 
of  them. 

Mr.  Tallmaooi.— Thereu*  SOOcopiesof  tliMe 
Jonraals  now  in  liie  Library. 

Mr.  Lbib.— Thcw,  Ipnrame,  are  fbtlbe  owof 
the  member*  wbile  hen- 
Mr.  BuouxT. — The;  are  for  the  ate  of  membcTS 
here  ;  hera  tber  are  wanted.  I  can  KS  no  just 
title  that  memlwrs  can  b«re  to  take  homa  tlieae 
Journals,  niora  tbaii  anjr  other  bookt  they  majr 
wish  to  read  or  lo  poMeu. 

Mr.  Jackbon.— Why  not  alao  deliTer  every 
new  member  copies  of  the  proceeding*  of  Con- 

Seaa,  and  tbe  laws,  since  the  coaimeaeeineni  of 
e  preseol  CoDsUtution  1  There  are  three  hun- 
dred sets  of  these  volume*  in  ibe  Library,  for  the 
oae  of  member*.  Al  tbe  commeDcement  of  a 
aeasioD  any  member  can  lake  out  a  tet,  take  them 
to  his  lodguigs,  keep  them  ducing  the  session,  and 
letuin  tbem  at  iu  close.  This  luu  been  my  prac- 
tice. 

Mr.  Nioaoiiaoa. — 1  observe  leverBl  new  mem- 
beia  disinclined  to  vote  oa  this  occasion.  When 
I  was  a  new  member,  I  voted  in  favor  of  a  aimilar 
icsolution  with  great  reailiDei%  I  coasidar  these 
Jouroals  aa  tha  bett  volnmes  ia  my  library.  I 
wish  a  greater  esteasion  to  <he  ciroalatioa  of 
these  Tolumes.  Let  iheeveots  of  thoae  times  be 
more  fully  kDowii,aod  iemembered,lhBttheymay 
be  haoded  down  to  posterity.  I  fear  we  are  for- 
getiiag  thoM  times  j  we  are  forgetting  the  occur- 
leoccs  of  those  days ;  and,  sir,  forgetting  the  great 
principles  which  governed  the  Revolution.  Let 
tis  briogback  those  principles.  Hard,  distressing, 
indeed,  were  tbowi  ttmes  {  time*  they  truly  were 
in  which  the  •aula  of  man  were  tried.  Bach  may 
I  nevev  aee  again ;  but,  would  to  God  I  could  di«- 
eover  a  rcMra  of  the  great  and  excellent  princi- 
ples that  reigned  in  thoae  day*. 

Mr.  jAcxaoN.— I  ri*e  to  make  some  remarks  in 
lepLv  to  the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 

Mr.  NioBoLBOH. — Will  the  geailemaa  an&er 
me  to  explain  1  In  my  observation*,  I  had  no 
FefereDce  whatever  to  ilie  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia, nor  to  hi*  argtimeat*. 

Mr.  JaoaaoH. — 1  am  extremely  aorry  that,  in 
the  courae  of  myremaTka,Ishoal(i  ever  be  obliged 
to  take  notice  of  tha  ^nileman  from  Maryluid, 
or  of  hia  argameal*  |  it  ia  not  from  any  respect  1 


which  I  may  have  said  should  have  given  rise 
aneh  ebullition  of  wrath  as  ha*  been  exhibited  by 
the  aentlemaa  from  Virgioia.  I  am  not  deairoBi 
of  obtaining  that  genilemaa's  respect ;  if  I  wished 
it  1  might  court  it  by  pursuing  a  line  of  conduct 
like  his.  1  might  ihu»  obtain  bi*  respect;  but  I 
prefer  the  ptirtoit  of  my  own  waya,  that  1  may  be 
able  10  respect  myself. 

The  yea*  and  nays  were  called.  The  yaaa 
were  76— nays  31,  as  followa: 

T»B--Evan  Alaxander,  WiUia  Abton,  Jan.,  Isaac 
Andeiww,  Joasph  S*An,  Qeosse  M.  Bmkoget,  8U*a 
BaKon,   rr"-*"-  Bidwdl,    Fbaaaal    Bisb^    John 


«mM  teaUiag,  Jeaa^  Stanton,  Jo- 
jMi4  B.  Vamam,  Peh*  Wad—a»ft,  David  R.  V/O- 
tiamsk  aad  UAard  Wiaa. 


Blake,  JOD.,  Jsmes  H.  Btoob,  Robrrt  Brawn,  John 
Csmiiixll,  Levi  Csfe;,  Jidlii  Chandler,  John  CI  liboms, 
Chris.  Cluk,  JowDb  Clay,  Q.  Clinton, Jan.,  Fred.  Con- 
nd,  Oicbud  Cook,  Jacsb  Croirnindueld,  John  Div- 
enport,  iun^  Eliss  Esils,  Peter  Eiriy,  Calab  Ellis,  Eb- 
enesar  Elmer,  WUUsm  Ely,  WillUm  Findlej,  Jsmea 
Fiak,  Klaa  Balsey,  Beth  HastiiiBs,  David  Hobnea, 
Waller  Jones,  Jsmes  Kelly,  Nehemiah  Enifht,  Ml- 
ctwel  Laib,  Joseph  Lewk,  jonior,  Matthew  Lyon,  Psl> 
rick  Hagiudn,  Josiah  Hasteis,  WiUism  McCrsen,  D^ 
vid  Medwather,  NidiolKs  R.  Moore,  Thona*  Moorc^ 
Jonathan  O.  Moaaly,  GsTdon  8.  Momfbrd,  Jeremiah 
Neben,  TboMs  Hcwloa,  Jan..  JtMph  H.  Nkbolaoa* 


rtio  a. 
Jttta  Snilie,  John  Consn  Smith,  Jidut 
Smith,  Haniy  Sentbard,  Btehard  Stanford,  WiDiam 
Btedman.  Lewis  B.  Stnijes,  Samuel  Taggart,  Bei^a- 
miD  TalllDsilgB,  Ssmoel  Tenner,  Daiid  lliomss,  Fhi- 
lip  R.  Thompson,  Thmnas  W.  TbomMon,  TJri  Tracy, 
niilip  Van  Cortlandt,  J<diD  WbiCsbilL  Eliphalet 
Wickes,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Thomas  Wyno*. 

Ntts— Bontell  Bsiaelt,  William  BlscU^ge,  Tbo- 
mss  Bkant,  WUliani  BnHer,  Hsrtin  Chittonden,' 
Leonard  CovbiBton,  KtAard  Cntts,  William  DieksMi, 
James  Elliot,  Jsmes  M.  Qsmett,  Petemon  Ooodwyn, 
Edwin  Omy,  Andrew  Sren,  laalah  h.  Oieen,  Wi|. 
Ham  Halms,  David  Hm*|h,  John  Q.  Jadaon,  Dnnoaa 
HaeFariand,  John  Momrw,  Oidaen  Olia,  Petar  SailT, 


TkoB 


,  Jam. 


Ordered;  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  ba  brought  in 
porsaaBl  to  At  aaid  reaoIatioDt  and  that  lle**iB. 
Ci.aT,  BanFOBD,  and  Blus,  do  prepare  aad 


bring  In  the  eame. 

FniDAT,  February  28. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  wa*  ra- 
ferred,  on  tbe  third  ultimo,  the  memwial  of  the 
Houae  of  Repreaeniativea  of  the  Territory  of  Oi- 
leaoB,  be  discharged  from  the  farther  consideration 
thereof,  and  that  such  part  of  the  said  memorial 
a*  remains  unacted  apoti,  be  referred  to  the  Con^ 
mitiee  on  the  Public  L^nds. 

Mr.  Saillt,  from  the  committee  to  whom  WB* 
referred  on  tbe  ntneteeoth  iDslant,  the  amendmant 
proposed ,  by  tha  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  ezteod  jurisdieiion,  in  certain  caaea,  to 
State  Judges  and  Stale  Courts,"  reported  lo  the 
House  their  agreement  to  the  same,  with  several 
amend  men  ts. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  satf 
ameadmenis  and  agreed  to  ihe  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  committee,  ap- 
pointed on  the  seventh  instant,  "to  inquire  whe- 
ther any.  and  if  any,  what  additional  provisions 
are  necessary  lo  prevent  the  iniportatiun  of  slavfa 
into  ihe  territone*  of  ihe  United  State* ;"  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  ibc  Committee  roae 
and  reported  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  was 
twice  read,and  agreed  10  by  the Houw, as foUom: 

Jietohed,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  lor  any 
peraoa  ec  persona  to  import,  or  bring  into  the  Ter- 
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riioriei  of  tbe  Uoiicd  StatM,  my  slitre  or  slaTes 
tW  majr  hereafter  be  imported  mio  ibe  Uoited 
Slates. 

Oj^red,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brousbt  ia, 
pnrtuaDt  to  the  said  resoluiioD  ;  aad  tbat  Mr.  Da- 
vis R.  WiLLiAJiB,  Mr.  Jacksok,  Mr.  Sraldino, 
i|r.  Kbllv,  and  Mr.  Budn-EooB,  da  prepare  and 
hring  io  the  mbu. 


DBFBNQB  OF  POETS  AND  HABBOBS. 

of  Ml.  DAwnoN,  the  Houh  rMolrad 


On 


itprif  iBloaCo»«itlwo{  lk«  WkUaon  tktaiate 
of  the  Uoki^. 

Tb«  teMhitioM  of  a  B^««t  oonmiltM  rahtive 
(otheforliAeatton  of  {MTlsaDd  harbera  werenad. 

The  first  resoiutJon  appropriatM  one  tmadred 
and  fiftr  ihoomod  dollars  lo  ihi^  purpow. 

Mt.  DA'Taoit  adroeated  the  adoptioa  of  thu 
refotutioD. 

Mr.  Clihtow.— The  only  question  is  ibe  moat 
saitable  mesas  of  defeQce.  if  it  sbould  be  con- 
cluded tlial  defence  by  fixed  batterie*  would  be 
imptaclioabUjletus  votes  large  «u|n  £or  thq  build- 
ing of  gunboats;  or  fpi  furlJiet,  and  vMaalarge 
•lUH  fat  tha  iocrea**  of  our  aavjr.  SoncihUig 
BUastba  dmu.  JSew  YcmtIc  bu  be«a  lb*  m«««  of 
■•iiiMdinnU:  KaBeabawafaeaKiaJcaa  from  the 
hnanm  oS  bea  baikst ;  and  what  wdrcai  Imaa  we 
Iwdt  Wby.ihft fteaktant has wMwaiifan^ nnd 
Ae  offioarwliawaagaillf  of  tbia  fln[panl  aiisaan 
daetkaa  beta  puaitbcd-  bf  btisf  takao^  f ram  « 
frigate,  and  placed  io  tbe'eoaNQBMd  of  aaefCMf- 
fitor.  I  wowd  bare  wished  that  noiiae  hid  been 
pwviiHi^giireD  whan  tbiaaufajaet  would  baaaUad 
npi  fH  I  an  anpcapaied  to  meet  it,  hawiag  loft  at 
mi  lodaiog*  papers  relating  lo  a. 

Mr.  SiiiLii.— I  ahall  mpTe  that  the  Committee 
riae:  and  1  will  brieft)'  aiiigti  mjr  reasons.  I  am 
friendlr  to  the  foriiGcaiion  of  our  porta  and  bar- 
tiOrt ;  but  if  we  are  willing  lo  croucb  under  all' the 
iqjuries  and  iosulta  that  have  been  or  faerenf  lermay 
'fee  imposed  upon  ua,  I  see  do  need  of  fortifpng. 
'On  the  other  hand,  if  there  be  »iill  left  ataong  us 
x>me  poriiao  of  the  Apierieait  cbaraeter,  some  of 
Aat  spirit  that  was  wont  to  belong  lo  it,  then  let 
us  defend  it  by  the  buildiiicorgunbtMts,  tbeereel- 
iiw  of  forti6caiioDs,  &c.  But  I  first  wish  to  know 
What  this  House  intend  to  do,withres[Kcliocom- 
mereial  reatrietiona  and  non-intereourse.  I  think 
that  anbjecl  onghl  Io  be  first  settled :  I  hope  there- 
fore the  Committee  will  rise,  and  bare  leave  to  sit 
■Cafn. 

Mr.  Cook.— 1  hope  we  shall  prepare  forhoaiility 
before  we  provoke  it.  I  trnit  we  shall  not  com- 
pel a  declaration  of  war  before  we  are  in  a  situa' 
tion  to  reaiit.    I  hope  the  Committee  will  not  rise. 

Mr.  Dawson. — I  also  hope  siacerely  that  the 
Committee  will  not  rise.  It  is  to  me  a  mailer  of 
astonishment,  tbai  in  and  oat  of  doors  oothing  is 
beard  but  complainu  that  no  eSeciual  meaiurei 
are  adopted,  in  these  times  that  call  so  loudly  for 
tbem:  and  yet,  when  an  atlempt  is  made  to  come 
lo  something  decisive,  the  first  soaod  that  invades 
oar  ears  is  a  cry  for  postponement.  If  we  iatend 
lo  support  the  American  name  anid  cbaraeter,  it 
is  time  something  akoiild  bedone;  ikejrare  sat, 


to  be  supported  by  emf^ir  deelamai{«»a,  bot  br 
energetic  measures:  HndibopeourpratecttoB  wiU 
arise  from  our  measures,  and  not  eoBNit  ooJjr  in 

Fifty  were  for  tbe  risiog  of  the  Cooiniittea  of 
the  'Whole,  and  firty-sii  against  it. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  rtrikeout9l50,O0(^  tbe  nam 
lo  be  appropriated  to  fortification^  for  tbe  purpose 
of  inseniog  SSWiWO. 

Mr.  BmwELL. — I  am  opposed  to  striking  ooL 
The  object  of  the  approprmiioo  is  not  to  pot  oar 
fbrlificaiiona  in  a  state  olf  defence  a«aiast  a  large 
fleet ;  the  object  is  only  to  repair.  I  am  iaalined 
to  distrust  tbe  possibility  of  defradiag  «ar  porta 
and  harbors  by  land  batteries;  bat  I  an  in  Mvor 
of  repairing.  For  ooe,  therefore,  I  hopa  tbe  ma- 
tion  will  not  prevail. 

For  striking  oat  4&— against  it  67. 

Mr.  Macoh. — IcanDoi  batconsidar  the  preaeDt 
resoluiioD  as  tbe  commencemeat  of  a  system  t^ 
fortifications  from  one  end  of  the  eootiaeat  to  iba 
other.  I  can  see  neither  ibe  necesmty  nav  tba 
policy  of  this  second  trial  of  iha  credit  of  this 
Government;  it  was  once  fotrad  that  m<»eyeould 

'  be  T«ocured  on  theeredit  of  tbe  United  Slates 


resoltitioDs ;  fortifieetioos,  gunboats,  and  line-trf^ 
battle  ships^  It  is  in  my  apprebeosiea  macb  bet- 
ter to  expend,  if  we  conclnde  to  expead  at  tji,  on 
one  of  tbe  proposed  ways  only.  Oreat  Britain 
has  no  fortifications  of  eonaeqaence;  sbe  pboes 
her  defenoe  in  b«r  navy.  No  nation  can  snppcat 
both. 

Oenilemw  tell  usaf  air  Ameiteanepirit.  1  hope 
1  have  as  much  of  II  as  any  gmtlevaB ;  bat  it  Js 
as  much  the  character  of  (he  American  spirit  M 
conclude  cooly,  and  act  accordingly,  as  to  talk 
loudly.  Members  of  ibis  H<m*e  ate  not  tba  only 
persons  to  judge  of  this  spirit  ]  obi  eonslitoeali 
are  the  proper  judges. 

We  bsve  alMut  a  million  of  dollaiB  to  spare  in 
tbe  Treasury  ;  tbe  apprt^fiations  whieb  tbesara- 
solutions  ceniemplare,  amount  to  nearly  that  son. 
Cannot  ibe  money  be  put  to  a  better  nee  1  All 
the  money  we  have  spent  in  fortifications  has  been 
useless.  If  we  expend  a  tmalt  sum  like  ibis,  it 
will  be  ta  vain ;  we  mmi  ostoalata  to  a  great 
•  ■  afortify.  What 
iding  tbe  oityof 
iiew  York  1    It  wooM  eAet  no  defeooe. 

On  tbe  subject  of  the  seven tyfonrs.  I  am  for* 
diftpent  plan.  We  ouabi  not  to  think  of  baildiog 
till  we  have  nary  yards  soitable ;  bat,  above  al^ 
we  ought  to  prepare  ourselves  to  be  able  to  baiM: 
We  ought  lo  ereaie  a  vast  debt,  to  find  a  debt,  fw 
the  purpose  of  boilding  forty  or  fifty  of  those  sav- 
enty-foufs.  For  what  can  we  do  with  six  oiUy 
in  ifiti  time  of  war?  Tbey  will  not  dare  to  ven- 
ture out  Th^  must  bedocked  here  in  tba  Bast- 
ern  Brapch.  Six  migbl  answer  the  purpose  on 
ifae  Bai4)*ry  coasts;  oai  you  must  have  a  fieet 
equal  to  Qreai  Btitatn  if  you  ezpeot  defeneein 
tlu*  way.  Wb  caanot  build  and  anpport  ancb  a 
fleet.  Ibetieva  it  waaenea.  deatOMtrated,  by  aa 
able  a  AMn  as  avar^faoMi  this  canny  ocberLagia- 
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Ifttnre,  Ifaat  no  dbImb.  wm  ev«r  able  to  bvild  akd 
mainlaiii  «  t«r(;e  navr-  Oa  ibe  sabjeet  of  gan- 
boWi,  1  believe  tbem  MiMr  adapted  to  the  difenoe 
of  OUT  harbon  thaa  aof  otlter.  If  wt  wtare  ikow 
at  WKT  with  uf  natisn,  bowevvr  caDllaiKeB  ma; 
be  rarpriied  at  the  4lMUrttie&  I  thiak  we  abouM 
dowell  toleod  oar  na*y  tOBMtker  DUionmlMat 
warwitbibiiwithwhkkwevighibectwaT;  for 
I  think  saeb  uatioa  would  auDage  it  nMn  to  oar 
■dTaoiag*  than  otmelrt*. 

Hr.  Dawbon.— The  hoooraUe  Speaker  has  e»- 
latgad  on  the  whole  of  the  rcoolntioaa  iiMteBid  of 
coDfiniag  himself  t*  the  eoe  befbre  ihc  Hoom, 
HeoaUs  thi>  the  eommenoemcnt  ofaaystttn  of 
fonificatioBB.  Hamatt  kaow  that  ii  flftmneDced 
under  ibe  former,  aad  baa  been  eonttnud  bf  the 
preaent  Admia  titnt  lion . 

Hr.  Coos.-*-!  em  aot  Mrrr  tbmt  thit  dcbata-has 
tilreD  the  range  it  has.  Indeed  the  tbreereaolatHUta 
ar«  ao  eoDneeted  with  eaoh  other,  that  manr.of  the 
■rguBieUs  which  appty  to  the  first,  mar  with  eqiiai 
propriotf  ap^f  totheothws;  ibey  all  amiuint  to. 
the  qt^eatioQ  of  polioy  or  impoltey  of  adopting  or 
rejecting  ihia  ayMem  of  defeuoei 

I  am  ID  faror  of  the  report  of  the  adeel  isom- 
mitteo,  becante  it  proTidw  for  a  apMtes  ef  defence, 
which  aleaa  omn  be  brought  into  aeuon,  agaiiut 
erery  ofirading  natiaB. 

leeaaiderererr  elnae  of  Amcrioan  eiliaeBsu 
equally  entitled  to  the  pcoieetion  of  yovr  Oov«t»- 
meat  j  and  that  luoh  was  the  expectation  at  the 
adoption  of  the  GonBtitMion.  Are  not  all  dasMa 
eqinUy  bound  to  obey  year  OoTemmeat?  SuTely 
tliey  are.  Tbey  bare  all  then  equally  a  rigiu  to 
your  proteetloai  far  protection  aad  oMdieooaare 
reoiprocal  duties.  Yonr  memfaaats  aad  your 
•manoflrs  are  then  ai  mneh  entiiled  to  protoctioD 
la  their  pamite,  aiare  thoaewhoaa  paraaita&r« 
agricBltBral.  Shell  yoar  laws  giv*  pTOUctiDa  to 
your  aeanMD,  ^our  mercbaoti  and  their  property, 
wfaileinyonrnveieaadpeita,  or  within HMindiag!!', 
and  will  you  abandon  ibam  on  ibe  bigh  «ea^  the 
common  property  of  all  aatioBal  Whcce  willrou 
draw  the  line  of  demarkarion  beyoad  wbioh  lltey 
■hall  beatthebaaoCtbeciBpiie?  Theyiauttbe 
ptotectad,  lir,  in  all  pUecs^  Our  dominionaeoDiiat 
of  land  and  water — webareapropercyinseTwalty, 
and  one  la  eomnun  and  andiTidcd.  The  oecan  is 
tbia  property— it  ie  the  higharaycf  aelioDL  The 
limits  of  a  marittme  eoqatry,  iir,  ue  uad^nable. 
lo  enoonragiog  aad  protecting  eomoleree.  rou 
•qaaltr  eaeouragri  aod  protect  agrioulturei  Tney 
depena  oa  each  other.  A  wtiondgiren  to  the  oat, 
afieets  theothcr.  Agrienltut«ana  eoiDmwoe,sir, 
are  not,  as  aomesapposes  ia  hoMiUty  to  eaeh  other ; 
they  are  eo-ordioaie  and  co-relatiTe;  tba speed  of 
the  ahipis  thetpeed  of  ibe  plougb.  Without  the 
ac  tiv  e  comraeroc  of  this  conaMry .agricullure  would 
be  choked  b^  a  RDrtdus  of  produce  and  the  want 
of  smaTkel.  Atatiiaeofpea<ie,atlbisTery  time, 
sir,  what  (bip«  bat  Ameticau  caa  tiaaeport  the 
indiyenooa  prodociions  of  the  country,  at  a  oom- 
BOD  freicht  and  peaocpreBainm?  There  are  none, 
■ir,  the  iacreasad  pTemiom  is  aa  abeiemeat  of  the 
prioe  of  exports.  Depress  the  enterptisa  of  the 
awtchaat;  abaodontlia  {HtMalion  of  yoaraavi- 


gatton ;  and  the  planter  will  become  dependeol  oa 
the  fortuitous  arrival  of  helligeraat  snips  for  a 
maikel  and  a  pries. 

What  ia  the  cODseqaeDce  if  you  do  not  gnard 
your  oommerce  1  The  rates  of  pwmiuin  will  be 
adnuced  to  an  inoaloulable  amoanl.  Tru^  the 
eaDsamerereatiiBlly  pays;  but  the  eoosumers are 
all  your  people ;  who  woald  thus  indirectly  pay  a 
lax  perhape  treble  ot  ^tudraple  the  amonnt  of  cost 
in  Mofidiag  aai  maintaining  a  naval  defence: 
and  which  is  the  moat  honorable  1  Which  wUl 
moat  impair  your  rerenu^  already  greatly  injured 
from  want  of  proteetioit  1 

I  hs*e  said  thai  the  ocean  it  theoommon  high- 
war  of  nations)  inch  it  ought  to  be;  butnewprui- 
cipIeiareiDterpotaledinioihelaw  of  nations:  rob- 
bers M>d  piratesaow  infest  every  sea.  The  Med- 
iterranean ao  longer  excites  saperioe  dread ; 
spotialioaS)  iasults  and  iDJatiee,  are  now  broaghl 
hecae  to  our  ibaaea :  whole  kingdoms  are  about 
to  bedeelared  in  blockade;  aDdlknow  not  wbat 
will  escape  being  coneidercil  ucoairabaod  of  war. 
Wbat,  aa,  are  now  the  righta  of  acutrals,  bat 
the  right  to  complain  7  The  modern  law  of  op- 
tions, sir,  it  now  wbat  a  single  nadoa  chooses  to 
fasbioa  it  for  maritime  dominaiion. 


diepoeed  to  reseat  then :  oa  the  satrject  oi  e 
only  we  differ, 

Mai^  geHlenen  are  ia  (aror  of  ai 
portalion.  Bat  will  thit  amount  to  proteetioa? 
to  that  pnMeotion,  sir,  to  which  ear  commercial 
brathseo  ane  ao  joslly  eotiiledl  Oar  merchanta 
haveaugered  arewly ;  some  half^  andsonn  wboUy 
ruined.  Shall  we,  for  their  sBtiafaction,  tell  them 
aad  others,  that  they  nay  hani  their  vessels  into 
dotit  to  roi,  wbileaaon^mporlatioa  act  mayet 


operate  1    la  this  granting,  them  arotaa- 
IVbcDce  is  it  that  your  tavenne  is  derired, 
by whtcbyournBlionaldebtisleaieiMdj  bywhich 


your  civil  list  is  paid,  yonr  very  Oovernmeot  tap- 
ported?  Fromi  oommeroe;  and  will  you  masde 
the  ox  that  treadath  out  your  corA?  What  bat 
oommarae  has  raised  tbit  country  to  aa  enviabte 
■  height  of  prosperity?  Wbat  but  eommcroe,  oi 
laxca  as  tommeree,  hat  enabled  you  to  build  the 
navy  you  have ;  has  empowered  yon  to  retist  the 
encroacbmenis  and  intidtaof  foreign  goremmenle; 
or  furnish  the  meant  to  save  our  weateru  brethren 
ieom  the  inraada  of  the  savage?  Ofwhatbenefit 
WBi  it  10  the  Norihera  Statet  that  millions  of  the 
poblie  money  were  spent  in  support  of  a  western 
army,  and  in  defence  of  Misiissippi  navigation? 
This  is  not  a  question  to  be  naked;  for  Oovern- 
ment  waa,  and  is  bound  to  protect  evwy  part,  and 
the  righta  of  every  elas9  ot  citizena.  E  Pbiribiit 
Vtmn  is  the  motto  of  oar  Oorer aaieiit.  If  dita- 
oiou,  geogiapbical  distinciiont,  and  loeal  iatereats 
are  nourished,  we  shall  beeome  the  dupes  of  oar 
own  sordid  viewi  and  an  easy  prey  toany  foreign 
asaailing  foe. 

We  are  the  aecand  commerciBl  nation  ia  the 
world,  luvijig  upwards  nfa  million  tons  of  ship- 
ping. IsonraavyaaywayprepcHtionable?  Bytwi 
«onin>^rea  mi  Mr  aamMri^  compared  with  other 
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mtiona,  ihonld  ««  in  the  E«me  manoer  proporiion 
our  nvnl  Btrength;  on  Ibe  bads  of  numberi,  we 
are  eniitled  lo  tbiily  ihipa-or-the-litie  and  fereiity 


ftintra. 


me  genttemm  ara  in  faror  of  abaDdoniog 
oooHDerce  to  iUelf.  Lei  oomnieree  take  care  of 
itwlf,  lay  thef.  If  the  merchant  cannot  punne 
biB  occupation  in  fafety  and  to  admnlaee,  let  him 

r'l  it,  retire  from  the  Kaporii  and  lake  hold  of 
plo^h.  Ai  well  migbt  we  tell  our  brethren 
oCtbe  West: — If  the  IndiiDa  haraM  you,  and  yon 
cannot  patiae  yoar  agricaltDral  concerns,  come 
here  to  our  ports,  and  lake  to  the  ainack  aod  the 
fitbing-line  for  sapporl.  No,  Mr,  we  are  not  to 
absndbn  onr  different  oecnpatioiM,  bat  lo  be  pro- 
tected in  them. 

I  hardly  should  think  the  request  of  onr  mer- 
ehanU  vnreaKwable,  if  they  should  hold  to  you 
la&gVBge  of  this  sort;  All  yoDr  rereoDe  is  de- 
rired  from  ns;  gire  ua  a  naral  defence  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  of  onr  tonnage,  and  lo  the 
KTcaoc  yon  Kceire  from  ns.  Socli  a  nayal  de- 
fence would  very  &r  exceed  a,  hnadred  larg^ 
vmedveiseb.  But  suah  Is  not  the  demand]  their 
reqtiett  amount*  to  but  a  amall  part  of  what  can 
be  afforded;  a  gradnal  increaae  of  our  naTV)  ^^^ 
vxpenae  of  which  will  hardly  be  felt;  which  will 
in  peurt  be  paid  by  the  additional  reTenue  arising 
ftna  additional  defence  and  teeuriiv.  Much  reve- 
nne  has  been  sacrificed  for  want  of  naval  defence, 
and  bere>ner.  iii  proportion  lo  the  increase  of  onr 
commerce  will  be  the  incrcue  of  oar  losses,  tmlees 
dtat  commerce  be  foetered  by  a  prolecUng  navy. 

Great  Britato  knows  the  nature  of  onr  QoTein- 
Veatgaml  ita  wiehes  to  maintain  peace;  she  ex- 
{tectt  we  ^all  show  our  rcMutment,  and  seek  our 
redrese  by  the  paasiog  some  ^ciei  of  non-inter- 
eourae  ncL  Let  ui,  sir,  dinppoint  her ;  the  disap- 
pointment will  hare  a  good  effect. 

Some  gentlemen  have  supposed  the  present  Bx- 
ecntire  of  the  United  Sutes  unfriendlj  to  com- 
nieree.  The  belief  must  he  anfounded  in  correct- 
neat.  No  man  can  believe  this  after  reading  the 
President's  report  made  while  he  was  Secretary 
of  State.  He  is  friendly  to  our  commerce,  and 
muat  be  friendly  to  its  proleetion. 

There  are  many  nntlemen,  who,  nnderlhe  Ad- 
ministration preceding  ihe  preseal,  were  much 
oppoKd  to  the  creation  of  a  nary.  They  wish  lo 
pteeanre  eonsiatency,  and  hence  oontinae  tbeir 
apposition.  But,  ate  not  cases  altered  br  eirenni- 
■uaeeal  What  might  have  been  highly  impro- 
per tbea,  may  be  strictly  proper  and  necesnry 

BOW. 

Qenilemen,  and  among  others  the  honorable 
Speaker,  have  said  that  we  are  now  about  com- 
mencing a  new  lysiem.  Surely  this  is  not  a 
question  about  the  creation  oi  a  naTy.    A  nary 


...s  been  continued  by  this. 
The  qaetiion  is,  shall  we  or  eball  we  ttot  in- 
crease ihat  navy  lo  meet  ihe  exigency  of  onr 
affairs  1 

It  is  said  Ihat  a  naval  force  tends  to  the  nrtrro- 
cation  of  ineollsand  injuries;  and  unlets  it  be  im- 
mcasB,  it  moat  *oon  be  deatroyed.    It  ia  fram 


nothing  past  that  this  aignment  can  be  drawn. 
Where  was  ever  a  natfcn  posaeued  of  naval  force, 
whose  navy  wet  ever  wholly  destroyedf  Look 
to  all  the  minor  Powers  of  Europe ;  1  mean  minor 
in  naval  importanee.  They  may  have  beea  par- 
tially injnred,  or  greatly  erippied,  but  none  of 
them  have  been  destroyed;  atlhoagb  ao  mnelk 
nearer  to  points  of  collision  than  we  are. 

Sir,  we  are  a  nation  increaaing  with  rapidity 
in  wealth,  number*,  and  general  [Hceperity.  ft 
will  indeed  be  atnage,  if  we  expect  as  we  grow 

Seat  to  gain  reqjectamlity  by  onr  poaiUanitnity. 
0,  sir,  tn  only,  or  cerminly  the  most  aam  aray, 
of  gaining  the  respect  of  other  national  is  by 
adopting  the  mean*  that  all  nations  adopt  to  fa^ 
cotoe  great;  il  is  by  our  power  that  we  are  u  be 
respected,  and  our  rights  and  libertiea  maintained 

A  aavT  eiinal  to  that  of  Great  Britain  i*  nei- 
iher  needed  nor  expected  by  our  meR■haB^  wka 
are  anxions  for  a  aavy  a*  the  onl^  cfiicieBt  defence 
against  ail  nations,  in  fuiara  timea,  if  wars  can- 
not be  avoided,  (and  a  power  lo  wi^p  war  b  the 
best  aecarily  for  pMce,)  when  we  nkay  be  oppoeed 
lo  England,  the  other  Power*  of  Enrope  will  be 
with  ns;  when  actinic  with  Engiand  against  other 
Powers  onr  fore*  wilt  he  irreaistiUe.  I  believe, 
sir,  that  if  ever  the  enormous  and  gigantic  poww 
of  the  British  Neptune  is  to  be  curtailed,  it  most 
be  the  work  of  American*.  Yea.  air,  onr  naval 
commanders  are  destined  hereafter  m  rnp  lanrela 
for  victories  obtained  orer  British  riiip*.  When 
an  armed  neutrality  wa*  formerly  ^tojeeted,  bad 
we  then  poaseeaed  a  navy,  we  tnigtrt  proWUy 
have  rendered  much  usistance  in  eheenog  the 
naval  power  of  England.  They  have  become 
the  tyrants  of  the  ocean ;  they  have  a  away  over 
the  aeas,  far  beyond  what  they  ought  to  potaesa; 
it  is  nccvnry  to  lessen  that  power.'and  ooghtwa 
not  to  yield  onr  propwtion  offeree  for  that  pur- 
pose? 

We  talk  much  of  favoring  and  protecting  the 
rigbuof  man.  Has  man  no  ri|^taonthe  oceanl 
Have  not  our  citizens  rights  on  the  water  as  arell 
as  on  the  land?  We  seem  to  have  una  right,  and 
only  one,  on  the  water ;  it  ir.  av,  the  right  to  sof- 
fer  and  complain ;  we  have  abnadanea  t^  thia 

Oentlemcn  may  say  that  oor  debt  will  iocreaae 
with  onr  navy;  and  that  we  shall  be  unable  to 
pay  onr  national  debt  as  soon  as  promised.  The 
present  Administration,  or  the  preeent  dominant 
party,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  ia  pledged  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  national  debt  within  a  limited  time 
Sir,  I  consider  tuch  pledge  mo«t  impolitic.  Surely, 
if  we  should  be  invadet^  or,  if  any  other  great  ex- 
igeaey  should  demand  it)  we  should  not  besilate 
lo  go  mitlioos  in  dehL  This  pledge,  tb is  promiac, 
can  be  dispensed  with  then.  And  when  more 
than  now  was  there  a  call  for  dispensing  wi(k 
this  impoliiio  engagement  1  When  were  our  right* 
more  insuliedl  fin^and  trampling  on  them; 
and  Spain  threatening  to  shut  op  our  ports  with 
half  a  dosen  1ioe-of-faattlc  ship*.  I  will  ask,  snp- 
pose  Spain  or  Great  Britain  sfaoald  attempt  to 
block  op  the  Gbeupeake,  or  the  port  of  New  York, 
what  eovld  be  dona  1    Ont/tigaieacoutddoDOth- 
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If  we  aik,  wbtt  pUin  of  derence  is  urged  by  the 
usage  of  all  other  Dttlioosl   the  answei  is  ob- 

I  hsTC,  sir,  doubts  of  the  eEBcacr  of  a  uon-itn- 

KrtitioQ  act.  While  simiDg  to  slsrre  the  msnu- 
ilorersof  Englaodilet  tis  adferi  toour  owosuf- 
feriDgs.  We  niaj'  starve  the  butcher  and  the  ba- 
ker,  but  shall  we  not  injure  onr  own  health.  What 
gainers  shall  we  thereby  be  7  or  how  will  out  mer- 
chants be  redressed  by  snch  tneBsutes;  how  will 
our  farmers  thus  find  markets  1  I  might  not  ol>' 
jecl  to  testrictioos  on  importatioDS,  so  far  as  ia 
consistent  with  the  preservation  of  peace  ;  but  no 
further  will  I  go  till  we  are  prepared  for  war.  If 
we  do  this,  we  may  expect  that  commercial  men 
will  patrioiicallysubmil;  especially  if  iheycanlook 
forward  to  the  short  time  when  the  whole  com- 
mnolty  will  submit  to  the  eipeuie  of  supporting 
that  which  is  the  priocipat  support  of  all. 

We  are  becoming,  sir,  every  day  less  the  cui- 
Iomers,and  more  the  rivals  of  Qreat  Britain.  The 
means  of  derendingour  commerce  mutt  be  event- 
ually wholly  naval.  We  need  never  fight  Great 
Britain  single-handed,  bpt  we  want  that  kind  of 
defence  which  is  a  protection  not  ooly  against 
England,  but  against  every  ether  Power,  aod  that 
kind  of  oefence  to  which,  after  all  our  sufleringa 
on  the  ocean,  we  shall  be  ultimately  compelled  to 

Some  may  object  to  naval  coalitions,  on  the 

S round  that  such  coalitions  are  flfeneratly  ftuit- 
tsa  and  unsncceuful.  But,  sir,  ibis  has  not  al- 
ways been  the  ease.  Did  Britain  always  rule) 
No,  sir ;  Spain  and  Holland  have  also  had  their 
day ;  and  a  De  Buyter  and  a  Van  Ttomp  havo 
vanquished  and  triumphed  as  completely  as  bare 
ever  a  Nelson  or  a  Rodney. 

I  believe  the  best  mode  of  protection  will  be 
line-of-battle  ships  and  frigates;  these  will  give 
greater  security  to  onr  ports  and  harbors,  than  the 
erection  of  land  batleriee.  I  am  not,  however, 
ipposed  to  gunboats ;  they  may  do  much  by  war 
jf  defence  in  shallow  waters,  and  may  be  useful 
anywhere,  and  are  easily  concentrated  to  a  point. 
Much  is  expected  from  us  by  the  nation ;  the 
only  question  can  be.  what  manner  of  redress 
and  defence  shall  be  adopted ;  but,  whatever  may 
be  the  fioal  decision  on  the  important  questiona 
before  us.  I  sincerely  hope  that  a  spirit  of  candor, 
liberality,  and  harmony,  may  actuate  our  proceed- 
ines,  and  lead  us  to  a  correct  decision. 

Mr.  Sloan. — 1  think  the  arguments  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  jast  now  taken  bis  seat  perfectly 
refutable  by  a  single  observaiion.  I  have  not 
the  spirit  of  prophecy,  bnt  I  have  the  power  oi 
retrospection.  Look  at  the  Powers  of  Europe, 
whose  naval  forces  are  inferior  to  ihatofQreat 
Britain ;  when  did  they  ever  gain  a  great  victory 
over  the  Eogllsh  AavyT  Never.  And  judging 
from  what  is  past,  what  will  come,  they  never 
will  conquer  itat  enormous  naval  furce. 

Mr.  Earlv.— The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts ffiari  we  sbsll  not  divest  ourselves  of  local 
feelings,  in  discussitig  and  deciding  on  this  suIh 
iect.  1  apprehend  he  has  no  cause  for  this  fear. 
Tbis  subject  is  one  in  which  we  ate  all  nearly 


ing  to  resist  the  assault.    No,  sir,  the  whole  of 
them  would  be  incompetent  to  meet  the  foe.    Nor 


mnsi  we  always  depend  on  the  hociilily  of  foreign 

nations  towards  each  other,  even  for  a  partial  ae- 

!fiicient 

il  rishu 

irted  by 


fence  of  our  commerce.    If 

force,  we  shall  be  respected, 

will  oe  maintainable,  and  c 

other  nations.    1m  us  then  set  onr  shouldi 

the  bnrdeB ;  and  in  the  boat  of  difficulty,  if  neees- 

*arr,  look  round  for  friends  and  allies. 

An  increase  of  the  navy  would  also  have  a 
(Ood  domestic  e&eet.  Many  of  our  merchania 
are  opposed  to  the  present  Admioistnition,  erron- 
eoualy  viewing  it  as  inimical  to  commeree }  hot, 
■ir,  the  present  Adminisiration  are  friends  to  com- 
mercial rights ;  has  not  diminished  the  navf,  nor 
has  it  ever  been  the  opiDiDn  of  the  Esecntive 
that  it  ought  to  be  diminished.  His  commiuiiea- 
•'■ 1— ;—  'o  aeventy-foor-gnn  ahSpe  all  under- 


n  rektivi 


Sonae  have  said  that  the  liberties  of  a  people 
were  liable  to  be  overthrown  by  a  navy.  1  can- 
not diacorer  that  it  has  the  least  tendency  that 
way.  Oenenls  have  overthrown  the  liberties  of 
naliona,  but  I  certainly  never  read  of  an  adrOiral 
that  laade  bimMlf  a  despot.  I  believe  history 
affords  no  such  examples. 

If  it  should  be  contended  that  the  creation  of 
a  navy  would  lead  to  the  odious  and  tyrannical 
practice  of  impressing  seamen,  I  would  ask  what 
u  the  important  di^nace  between  impressing 
men  to  go  on  board  yoni  armed  riseela  and  Sght 
your  battles,  and  draushiing  men,  to  go,  perbapa, 
into  the  front  ranks  ofthe  watmesi  engagement  t 
In  either  cas^  you  compel  men  to  &hl  where 
they  do  not  wish.  But  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  danger  of  our  being  under  the  necestity  of 
ever  entering  on  the  practice  of  impressing.  If  it 
were  now  neeessary  to  man  thirty  line-of-battle 
ships,  I  have  no  donbt  men  enough  would  volun- 
tarily eome  forward  impatient  for  battle,  and  sap- 
ply  all  onr  wants  of  this  description.  Our  brave 
.  mariners  have  their  feelings ;  they  feel  an  indig- 
■mtioD  like  diat  whieb  the  merchants  feel,  and 
like  that  which  this  House,  I  trust,  also  feels. 

Sir,  I  must  repeal  that  we  are  but  one.  I  voted 
for  the  bill  prohibiting  iotercourse  with  St.  Do- 
mingo ;  I  considered  the  bill  as  calculated  to  hare 
a  fiirorable  effect  on  the  Southern  Stales.  That 
hill  may  partially  injure  some  persons  at  the 
Northirard,  concerned  in  trade  with  that  island  ; 
but,  in  giving  my  vote,  I  was  governed  by  the 
good  of  the  whole.  I  hope,  also,  that  gentlemen 
of  agricultural  habits  in  the  Southern  Sutes  will 
consider  the  sabjeet  of  defensive  measures  with  an 
enlarged  and  national  riew. 

There  is  no  nation  in  the  world  so  enterprising 
as  America;  no  nation  basso  rapidly  increased  in 
commerce,  and  in  new  resources  of  commercial 
enterprise,  as  bat  this  nation  within  the  last  fif- 
teen years.  Our  prosperity,  I  had  almost  said  our 
all,  depends  on  commerce.  Yoa  must  not,  you 
cannotj compel  the  merchant  to  abandon  his  pur- 
suits; It  is  contrary  to  his  right,  and  contrary  to 
your  interest;  contrary  to  contract;  therefore  you 
must  protect  hu  rights. 
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eqakllf  inieresied.  The  northern  Sutea  have 
their  fioHoa  and  New  York ;  the  Middle  States 
their  Philadelphia  and  Biliimore;  the  Somhem 
Slato  their  Norrolk,  WIlmiDglon,  CharlesIoD, 
and  Savannah ;  and  the  Western  States  New 
Orleans;  this  cannot  be  a  local  qaesdon. 
By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  it  ap- 

r«n  that  |lj500,000  hare  been  expended  on  the 
fTerent  fori i neat i an i ;  and  tbal  three  porta  only 
are  in  a  state  of  defence;  Boiton,  Philadelphia, 
■nd  Baltimore.  It  also  appears,  by  the  report, 
(107,000  have  been  expended  at  Newport  on  for- 
tificationi,  which  are  now  greatly  out  of  repair, 
and  which,  when  repaired,  can  be  of  no  service ; 
there  being  thna  good  cbanneU  by  which  veuels 
may  enter  the  harbor,  and  these  batteries  being 
altogether  unable  to  annoy  an  enemy's  ship  ex- 
cept in  one  channel. 

We  have  expended  91,500,000  on  fortifications, 
and  not  more  ttun  oDe^iehth  part  of  that  sum 
has  had  any  good  effect.  1  consider  the  sam  of 
$150,000  as  iosufficieat  for  any  valuable  purpose, 
nor  no  I  believe  that  the  annual  appropriation  of 

.!■ ^     J.JJJ     Qjj^y      ygg„     ypj     (j,     ^QjJ^g^     WOUld    be    Of 


iseniial  service  in  defehaini 


ir  ports  at  Urge. 


I  should  be  in  favor  of  this  mode  of  defence,  if 
I  thauKht  it  would  he  of  utility.  If  I  thought  the 
port  of  New  York  alone  eonld  be  defended  by  the 
appropriation  of  the  whole  mm  mentioned  in  the 
lesolution,  I* would  cheerfully  vote  for  it ;  I  would 
cheerfully  vole  for  double  that  inra;  foor-flfihiof 
the  produce  of  the  State  I  have  the  honor  in  part 
to  repreient(aeorgiB}goe«  to  that  port;  $340,000 
have  been  expended  on  the  foctiflcttioos  of  that 


port,  and  the  works  are  of  no  ulilitv — a  picaroon 
mignt  pass  to  the  city  without  much  molestation. 
According  to  the  raport  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 


the  harbor  of  New  York  cannot  be  defended 
account  of  the  width  of  the  Narrows,  or  entrance 
into  the  port.    Our  ports  are  not  susceptible  of 
defence  by  land  batteries.    If  thejr  were,  I  should 
cheerfully  vole  for  this,  or  mach  larger  sums. 

Mr.  TaRMUit  spoke  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

Mi.  Cmhton  moved  that  the  Committee  should 
rise,  to  allow  further  time  for  examining  the 
anbiect. 

Mr.  Elmeb  opposed,  and  Mr.  Macoh  supported 
this  motion,  which  was  carried. 

Mr.  Dawbon  gave  notice  that  be  would  again 
call  npthe  subject  on  Tbarsday  next. 


MoHDAT,  March  3. 

The  Spsaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaiury,  transmitting 
a  report  and  sundry  statements,  prepared  in  pur- 
■lunce  of  the  reaolutions  of  the  House  of  the 
third,  fifth,  and  seventh  ultimo,  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Ibe  consideration  of 
a  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

The  SraacES  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
and  report  from  the  Postmaster  Qeoerat,  on  the 
petition  of  Henry  Weisl,  referred  to  him  by  an 
order  of  the  House,  of  the  twenty-eighth  ultimo, 
wbieh  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Mr.  J.  Clat.  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  twenty-seventh  ultimo,  presented  i  bid  an- 
thorizing  the  purchase  of  certain  copies  of  the 
Journals  of  Congress,  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to-morrow. 

POTOMAC  BBmaE. 

Mr,  Thompsok  called  for  th«  order  of  the  day 
on  the  bill  aathorizing  the  ereetioB  of  a  bridge 
over  the  Potomac. 

Mr.  O.  W.  Campbilll  mored  to  poatpone  thi 
bill  till  Thnrsday.    Uoiionloat— yeuae,inirsU 

Mr.  C.  than  moved  to  postpcKie  it  till  to-mae- 

Mr.  Bini.ta,  and  Hr.  G^  W.  CAJtrnau.,  m^ 
ported^  and  Hr.  TaovraoN  and  &lr.  Lawia  op- 
Mr.  Qoi.OBBoaonaB  moved  its  potponaiMt 
ill  Wednesday.    On  this  last  motion  tlie  Hoaaa 


divided — yeaa  4i,  oavs  47. 
On  poatpoainff  Ihebill  til 
divlded->^ea*  43.    Lostj  when  the  Hoate  reseda 


11  till  t»4iiorrow,theHBBse 


ed  itself  into  a  Cftoimillce  of  the  Whele  oa  the 
Mid  bill. 

The  bill  having  been  rea 


disagreed  u^-yaas  S9-,  aad  ra- 
r  were  made  in  the  denuli  of  tke 


Mr.  D.  R.  WH.LiAifa  naoved  to  anaead  that  fart 
of  the  bill  which  fixes  the  site  of  the  briilfs,  by 
directing  it  to  be  erected  at  or  above  Qeargeloiva. 

This  motion  waa  (■■ '-     -       "   -' - 

rions  amendraenta 
bill. 

Mr.  TnoHPaoR  moved  loflli  the  Uankiathe 
bill,  relative  to  the  time  in  which  the  bridfe  shall 
be  boilt,  with  the  words  "  fire  yean."  Teii  no- 
tion, after  a  short  debate,  waa  egraed  ts-^eas  4», 
nays  47. 

On  fixing  the  maximum  per  eentaga  hereaftat 
to  be  received  by  the  abarebolders,  ddwtc  arosa. 
Motions  to  allow  thirty  and  tweaty-five  per  ceaL 
were  lost,  when,  without  deciding  en  any  otfac 
snm,  a  motion  for  the  Committee  to  riae  prevailed. 

Tne  Committee  thni  rose  and  obtamed  Itan 
to  sit  again,  and  the  Hoase  adjourned. 

TtJBBnAT,  March  4. 

ApetiiioQ  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  eoanty 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  ColnmtHa,  vaa 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying,  that 
that  part  of  the  county  of  Washington,  now  in  ths 
District  of  Columbia,  which  formerly  made  part 
of  thecoQntyorMontgomery,in  the  State  of  Afo- 
ryland,  may  be  receded  to  the  said  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  wis 
commilted,  on  the  twelfth  altirao,  a  motion  ts 
recede  to  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Gbboo,  from  the  Committee  on  the  PnUie 
Lands,  lo  whom  was  referred,  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  January  last,  the  petitions  of  the  MsfOt, 
Aldermen,  and  Assistants,  of  the  ctly  of  Nalctni 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Jefferson  Collesci  in 
the  MisMissippi  Tenilory ;  and  of  William  Dai- 
bar,  of  the  said  Territory,  made  a  reptMTl  thereoni 
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which  was  nad,  and  referred  to  a  Commiltee  of 
the  whole  Honse  on  Monday  nexL 

A  iseisBge  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  p*Med  the  hill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  lelief  of  the  GoTernor,  Jiid^s,  tind 
Secretary,  of  the  Indiana  Territory,"  with  "everal 
anaendmenta  ;  and  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relat- 
ing to  bonds  giTen  by  MarabalB,"  with  severat 
amendmenta,  (o  wbieh  they  desire  the  concnt- 
reneeofthiiRoDse.    ' 

Mr.  Sloan^  from  the  committee  to  whom  wai 
referred  the  bill  imposing  ■  lai  on  slares  import- 
ed into  the  United  States,  raported  a  new  bill.  A 
motion  waa  made  to  reject  iL    Lost — Teas  24. 

On  mnliiDg  it  the  order  for  the  4ih  of  July,  mo- 
Tcd  by  Mr.  D.  R.  WrLLiAHS,  the  House  dirided 
—yeas  34,  lost.  When  the  bill  was  made  the 
order  for  Monday. 

Mr.  Obsoo,  Slid  he  had  delermtned  to  more 
this  day  that  the  HouEe  should  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
with  the  view  of  lakintt  into  consideration  the 
resolution  which  he  had  tome  time  since  offered. 
[On  a  Don-impotiaiion  of  British  gooda.]  At  the 
request,  however,  of  some  gentlemen,  and  inaa- 
much  as  the  day  was  alreadr  considerably  advan- 
ced,  he  said  he  would  not  make  this  motion  to-day, 
but  he  gare  notice  he  should  make  it  to-morrow. 
NEW  YOAK  aiiATE  COMPANY. 

Mr.  CaowNUMBiBLB,  from  the  ConimUtee  of 
Commene  and  MaunfastureB,  to  whom  wsa  re- 
ferred the  pttitioB  of  the  Dotehes*  CoHBiy  Stole 
Cowpany,  Id  the  8t«le  of  NewTork,  miie  the 
following  report  i 

He  petitioners  TtpiMent  thmt,  for  fomt  yon  pMt, 
they  ham  been  ensatred  in  wmking  and  bMumfcetv- 
ing  alate,  in  the  eoon^  of  Dntehesa,  in  the  SUM  of 
New  Yo^  end  era  proprietars  el  qaeniea  <«infcmipg  m 
incxfaaaetibb  quantity,  and  tt  a  qaality  ■OMiiin  to  Miy 
heretofiua  diaco*«r«d  in  this  coanbry.  -  They  bine  ti- 
xtmdj  advanoed  upwaids  cf  one  hundaed  uid  twenty 
thouaand  dollars,  aa  a  capital  alock,  for  carrying  o>  the 
batiIle■^  and  employ  a  great  munbei  of  woikmeu  and 
laborers.  The  petitionere  stale  that  alue  is  now  get- 
ting into  general  aaa,  in  moat  parts  of  the  Usited 
Btatea,atid  they  seem  to  beof  opinion  that  tba  iolerests 
of  our  dtiient,  and  the  credit  Dfoor  coantry,  require  that 
we  iboQld  no  longer  be  nndei  the  neceiiity  Of  imporl- 
ii^it  fr^  £arop^  WiA  a*iew,tberefigr«,o£elMck- 
ing  the  importation  of  foreign  slate,  and  as  ai)  encour- 
agement to  our  own,  Ihey  BOlidt  that  additioiial  duties 
may  be  imposed  on  ell  slate  imported  from  Europe. 
They  recommend  that  a  epeciflc  dn^  slwnid  be  im- 
posed. Id  prefaenee  to  an  ad  Taloiem  duty,  on  aeeonnt 
of  the  exceedingly  low  price  at  which  the  llate  i«  fn- 
tnrad  froaa  the  quanrfe*  m  Wales. 

Tha  eommitlaB  find  Ihe  H«Me  decided  eta  a  dmilar 
epplicatiaii  from  the  New  York  and  TfiMi  heas  Qonntr 
fiUtaCoBip««,attbelatf.aeaMilnof  CoogrMS.  The 
FSport  was  nn&f  orable  to  Iha  petilianras,  and  the  H 
confirmed  the  deeiaioB  of  tlw  ONtmiltMi  Md  lal 
to  impoaa  any  addltiDnal  dnir  vpeo  bofttttA  i 
It  does  not  sppeae  Htat  an^  new  aiaume«la  hsn 
■Tged,  in  the  preaentpetiteea.  ta  iadaM  the  cmmL.  ._ 
to  chenge  their  finmer  opuiam  on  the  aalijecfc  Hie 
ys>ilina«e  eowless  that  thapieeof  bieiga-Jata  is  now 
nteevA  aekw  ea  thala^AmeticaAfbiitthaT.oM^dan 


Uie  importatioB  of  the  fenner  is  oentuiDed.  And 
can  the  petitionera  reaionaUy  eipaet  that  snch  eilra- 
Tagsnt  high  dntles  should  be  iajwaed  on  the  impoiti. 
tien  of  foreign  slate  as  will  amooBt  to  a  ptohibitaeii  »t 
the  article  I  The  comauUea.bopa  Iha  petitianeia  bam 
foimnd  no  audi  eipeetationa.  In  the  United  States, 
no  moDopoliee  exist,  and  none  ought  etei  to  be  per- 
mitted to  exist.  If  a  dutyi  amonnting  to  apmhibidniti 
is  laid  on  fbtaign  slate,  the  American  slate  will  lie 
enhanced  in  price,  jut  so  much  as  the  difference  rnM- 
be  between  the  old  and  new  duty;  indeed,  it  is  f^ 
to  presnmi.  the  price  would  go  beyond  that  iiSn- 
eace;  haiiDg  tbe  whola  market  iheiiuel*es,  it  might 
be  in  the  power  of  the  manutactnren  of  slate,  in  Ihia 
country,  to  augment  the  cost  of  that  article  to  the  ptu- 
cbsaer  beyond  all  reasonable  bounds- 
Imported  slate  is  now  charged  with  a  dntf  of  eeren- 
teen  and  e  half  per  cent,  ed  Talorera.    In  the  opinielt 

mend  any  addition  te  this  du^.    The  intareala  of  oAar 

persoBa  than  tbass  Mho  wonld  be  immediately  bene- 

id  by  the  augmentation  of  the  price,  are  to  ba  ecK- 

ed  tn  deciding  on  Iha  metfl*  of  this  fiestion.    Th» 


dnty;  hai 


;  ha  onght  not  to  be  preTented  from  bnylng  tai- 
eign  slate,  if  heprefbtait  t«  that  of  his  own  conntiy. 
If  lbs  dn^  is  rawed  eoneidsaldyi  the  American  qana- 
&cturer  would  haTe  the  entire  command  of  the  mrirVet. 
and  would  charge  hta  own  prices ;  coowetitlon  would 
eaaae ;  the  seller  wonld  be  enriched,  at  we  aipense  of 
the  buyer,  and  haTing  aecnred  a  monopoly  to  one  claia 
of  manufkcturers,  others  might  expect  similar  laTOia. 
Such  a  policy  cannot  be  approved  in  this  countty. 
HowsTsr,  notwithstanding  the  expression  of  theea 
□pinions,  if  the  existing  dnty  wss  not  deemed  to  ba 
snfficienti;  high  to  afford  an  adTanlage  to  the  Ameri- 
can shte,  (the  cliargea  on  tlte  ImpMtation  of  ionign 
•bte  bnng  at  the  aurm  dma  conmdered  aa  addUv 
fieatly  to  the  ptlce.)  the  eommhtee  woald  probablv 


d  probaHr 


been  incbHed  to  pmipaee  seme 
not  to  the  extent  prajM  for  1^  the  pi. 

If  Coi^iess  intsnded  to  raiae  the  dniies,  genenUf, 
en  articles  imported  &am  lareign  conntpes,  eithei  with 
a  view  to  new  refenue,  or  as  a  fnither  enconngemei|it 
to  domestic  manufactcres,  the  eonunittee  haTe  no  rea- 
son to  suppose  thst  siste  would  be  omitted.  As  the 
committee  are  convinced  that  the  manufacturer?  of  slate 
are  snfllaently  protected  already,  and  being  perfectly 
aatisfied  that  the  increaaed  or  prohibitory  duty  on  fb^ 
eign  slate  would  only  enhance  the  price  of  the  article, 
to  their  excbinve  benefit,  btit  to  the  manifest  iiguiT  of 
the  consumer,  the  fbllowing  rss«rinti«ti  is  reipectfaHy 
submitted: 

Kaohtd,  That  the  Dntehesa  County  %te  Com- 
ps)^  of  New  Yodl  be  pasmittsd.  ta  witbdaaw  thsii 

The  npon  was  agiwod  to. 

MERRIMACK.  BIVBl. 

Mr.  CKOwiiimHi«,v,  from  the  Committee  »t 
Cemmeree  and  Mumfaelurea,  nfortui  on  the  p«- 
titicm  of  the  marcbaDls  of  Newbnryport,  'repr»- 
seating  the  inooDreaieacee  ezperionced  in  nan- 
gnting  the  Merrimack,  and  praying  a  reimbnna- 
BtcDt  of  tha  expeBsee  inanrreo  by  tbeaa  in  the 
erection  of  two  pien  for  faciliutiog  tha  BKii- 
^tion  of  said  rivor.  The  report  states  the  ereet- 
ion  of  the  piers  to  have  be«n  imdertaken,  and 
the  expenditure  of  money  to  have  betn  made,  ia- 
dependept  of  tha  diractioa  of  tfcq  Uaitad  StMea, 
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Potomac  Bridge— C3u»apKiiu  and  Deltaoare  Canal, 


Mr.  E[,r  thought  there  appeared  od  the  face  of 
the  report  iirong  reasoni  in  faf or  of  th«  prafer 
of  the  petitiouerr,  and  moved,  for  the  parpOM  of 
coDtiderinz  the  cik,  a  refercoce  of  i(  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  to*  whole  Houie. 

Hr.  CaoivNiNaBiBLD  was  in  favor  of  iha  tame 
eODne,  and  obweived  that  he  had  been  io  the  com- 
mittee in  faTor  of  the  elaim. 


report,  on  iheBToond  staled  therein. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Cakpbell  advocated  a  reference  of 
the  report  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Home, 
and  expressed  his  opinion  in  favor  of  the  applica- 
tion. 

Mr.  JoHH  C.  Smith  spoke  id  favor  of  •  refer- 
ence to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Honte. 

Mr,  BtDWBLL  (poke  agminit  such  a  referenee, 
and  in  favor  of  tlie  report.    ; ,. 

Mr.  Sloaii  took  the  oiipoute  aide  of  the 
qaeatioB. 

On  the  qoeetioD  betnc  taken,  a  reference  to  a 

Committaeofthe  whole  House  otHained—jreaa  69. 

POTOMAC  BRIDGE. 

The  Home  agau  teiolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  erection  of 
a  bridge  across  the  Potomac. 

The  ouesiion  was  taken  on  limitiag  the  masi- 
mom  of  folure  lolli  to  twenty-four  per  centnm 
per  aoDum,  and  carried — yeas  47,  nays  43. 

a  _.-.,:—  -...  — J,  ^  X\mA  the  coTpoistloa 


amendments,  some  of  which  were  agreed  to  and 
others  rejected,  the  Commiitee  rose  and  reported 
their  agreement  to  the  bill. 

Wbdneboat,  March  5. 

The  SpeaEbh  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  communicating 
the  oaiare  and  extent  of  the  services  rendered  to 
(he  captive  crew  of  the  late  frigate  Philadelphis, 
by  the  Danish  Consul  at  TripaFi,  in  porsuaoce  of 
a  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  fifth  alEimo; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  lo  Mr.  Ci.ase,  Mr. 
RiCBABDS,  and  Mr.  TALLi«i.Doa. 

A  messsge  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Home 
that  the  Senate  have  paned  a  t»l!,  entitled  "As 
act  for  the  puoishment  of  counterfeiting  the  cor- 
rrot  coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  par- 
poses;"  to  which  tbef  desire  the  coacnrreaee  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  NicHoi.eoN,  presented  a  petition  from  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  Commisnooers  of  the 
county  of  tVashiDeion,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, representing  toat  great  inconveniences  bad 
arisen  from  that  part  of  the  act  iacorporaiioK  tbe 
City  of  Washington  which  exempts  city  property 
from  taxation  for  county  purposes,  and  rejiresent- 
in^  sundry  other  clrcumslaoces  whieh^  in  their 
opinion,  require  Legislative  interposition. — Re* 
ferred  to  a  select  commitlee  of  five ' — 


to  fiflf  jrear^  which  after  considerable  debate  was 
rejeclea— yeas  29. 

A  motion  was  then  made  for  a  transfer,  after  a 
c«tuio  number  of  years,  of  tbe  brid«  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  on  their  inaemnifying  uie  company, 
which  wae  likewise  disagreed  ti>— yeas  18. 

A  motion  was  made  to  limit  the  corporation  to 
ninety-diDe  years,  which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  moted  a  newsectioo, 
rendering  the  company  liable  to  all  claims  of  in- 
demnity for  injuries  arising  to  private  property 
from  any  obstruction  of  tbe  navi^tion  of  the  Po- 
tomac by  the  erection  of  the  bridge.  This  mo- 
tion was  lost— yets  IS. 

Mr.  Eablt  moved  a  new  section,  making  it 
the  duty  of  the  compaav  lo  keep  the  channel  at 
tbe  draw  of  the  same  depth  as  it  now  is,  and,  if 
■nfiered  to  became  shoal,  imposing  on  them  a  pen- 

•I'y  of dolUn  for  every  week  it  shell  M  so 

auDeied  tocontiirae.  Motion  lost-^yeai  37,  nays 
H. 

Mr.  Sloan  moved  an  additional' aection  that  in 
ease  the  brid^  shall  fall  into  decay  or  be  broken 
down,  the  said  company  shall  be  bound  lo  remove 
the  said  materials  out  of  tbe  cbannel  of  tbe  river. 
■0  (hat  the  navigation  may  not  be  obstructed 
thereby.  This  motion  was  likewise  disagreed  to 
—yeas  25. 

Mr.  GoLoasoBonoB  moved  an  amendment,  re- 
qnirinr  one  boodred  thousand  dollars  to  be  feub- 
•cribed  previously  to  the  company  cammeuciog 
their  operations,  which,  after  deute,  was  disa- 
greed to— yeas  40,  nays  66. 

After  tbe  piopoaitioD  of  a  great  vuieiy  of  other 


her  of  citizens  on  Washington  coualy,  District  of 
Golnmbia,  praying  that  the  Prasideni  may  be  an- 
thorised  to  permit  an  eDcloaureof  tbe  Qaoceii[Hed 
public  ground  in  the  City  of  Washington,  on  the 
condition  of  its  cultivation  and  improvemenL — 
Referred  to  the  committee  appcnnted  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Board  of  CommisNoner*. 

Mr,  TnoMNfltt  moved  (hat  the  Howe  sbonld 
enter  upon  the  consideration  of  the  amendmenta 
made  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  bill 
authorizing  the  erection  of  a  bridge  across  the 
Potomac. 

Mr.  Gbbgo  moved  its  postponement  till  Satur- 
day next. 

Mr.  Smilie  supported^  and  Mr,  Thompsoic  op- 
osed  this  motion,  which  prevailed — ayes  5^ 
oes  45. 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  DELAWARE  CANAL. 

Mr.  Qbboo,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wai 
referred,  on  the  twenty-eigbib  of  Jannary  last,the 
petition  of  the  President  and  Director*  of  lbs 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  made 
be  followiog  report: 

That  it  appears  ■  oonpany  has  been  iaowperalei 
>ir  ihi  rsspeotive  StMea  of  PanDQlvaiiii,  Muybnd, 
•nd  Delswere,  far  the  purpose  of  fotming  a  navifriri* 
canal  oTsr  tbe  isthmus,  whidi  eeparalM  Iba  bay*  of 
Chesapeake  and  Delawara :  that  in  pnmnBoe  oT  tfas 

~  »1  M*s  of  incorpcrstioB,  psussrl  by  th»  said  Stales, 
etiveiy,  a  large,  namtwr  of  sabacripikiaa  wan 
made  by  divert  dlasns  of  the  Dnitad  State*,  and  a 
board  of  president  and  directon  were  dujj  aleoled  Sat 
earryicg  tbe  projeet  into  e&ct. 

That  the  said  presidi 

tbv  qpaiDuaaat,  ] 
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to  aiplora  tni  ■orrejr  th«  gnMnd  acroM  tiM  afbreMid 
wthmua,  and  hivo  Sied  on  >  roat*  or  poaitiiiti  foi  the 
Cknal,  calcoUtn),  u  Huj  conceive,  in  btk;  rapact,  to 
taean  the  gnal  ■ad  impartaot  pnipow  oT  >d  nDinler- 
Taptad  navigation,  and  tM>a  mada  conaiderabla  progreM 
in  the  work.  Th^  And,  hoiraTar,  that  to  acMmidiah 
it,  •  gTMtet  portion  of  brtitnda  and  pe>M*ennee,  and 
more  ample  naoareea  will  be  neeaaMij,  than  tha  indi- 
Tidoali  who  ara  ambarkrd  in  i^  can  ba  luppotcd  to 


1  advaataKet  which  may  nltimattlj 
Teanlt  ttam  it,  Ibaj  hope  wilt  be  isfficiant  hidacemanti, 
to  pnvail  on  Congmi  lo  fnmt  them  aach  aaaiatance  ai 
will  enable  ttiem  to  eompleta  tha  bnainaaa  afrsMblj  to 


The  eomButtae  canMt  bedtete  a  moment  In  de- 
ciding oD  tlw  impoTteDM  and  extenai*e  nlilitj'  of  ooa* 
necting  the  waten  of  the  Cliaa^ieaka  and  Delaware, 
hj  a  aaiigablB  canaL  To  adopt  a  phtaae  bBiliaiiaed 
I^  UM,  ttw;  coDMdMT  tho  project  •■  an  opening  wedge 
br  an  eitannTe  inland  naTigattoDi  which  would  at  all 
limea  be  ofanimmenaa  advantage  to  the  commemai,  a* 
wall  aa  to  the  agricnltatal  and  inuin&eturiDg  part  of  tha 
coaimnnitj.  But  in  tha  e*antof  awar,iti  advantagea 
would  be  incalculable.  The  reaaoning  of  the  petitianen 
i(  conelneiTe  on  Uiia  point  If  argument*  are  oeeaaeaij, 
their  petition  fnmi^e*  an  ample  lapply  to  prore,  tlut 
no  ajitem  of  internal  impiDTement  which  hai  jet  been 
propotad  in  tliie  coDDtry,  bold*  oat  theproapectofcuch 
unpoitant  national  adTaatagea,  u  naturally  raaaltfrom 
a  oQcceeafnl  tennination  oftiieir  undertaking. 


mittee  would  feel  a  perfect 
to  the  Honee  the  pn^ie^.  In  their  opinion,  of  eitend- 
ing  to  the  petilietiara  aneb  aid  aa  the  difienl^  ai^  im- 
poTtanoe  of  their  enteipriaa  weald  be  thoaghl  to  jae- 
tiff.  But  il  >i  a  qneebon.  whether,  at  tUi  memant, 
tha  atataodba  Tiwaaan  would  adBit  of  anfmenuia^ 
aaajetanca  being  granted.  The  amoeat  of  the  pobhc 
debt,  jet  I*  be  eitingniihed,  the  embamaaed  itale  of 
oar  commarte,  and  the  ctittcal  aitnation  afthe  conntiy 
in  relation  to  breign  OoTerDmenta,  might  parhapa  be 
eonatdered  ■■  inaannonntabie  objoctioni  agsinat  app^- 
ing  anj  pnblic  money  to  iDt«tial  inipro*ainenU,  at 
thii  particular  time.  Under  aa  tvpreanon  aiiaing 
from  theee  eiiCQlnitancea,  the  oommittae  recommond 
the  Gillowing  teabhition : 

Raobed,  Thai  it  would  not  be  expedient,  at  thia 
time,  to  grant  anr  pecuniarj  aanatanca  to  the  Preaidcnt 
and  Dinctan  or  uie  Cheaapeake  and  Delaware  Canal 
Oompanj. 

The  repoTl  was  referred  to  a  Commitlee  of  the 
Whole  on  Mondar- 

IMPORTATIONS  FROM  OSEAT  BRITAIN. 

The  flooK  then,  od  the  motion  of  Mr.  QBEas, 
naolred  itHlfinio  a  Commitlee  of  the  Whole  oo 
the  state  of  Ihe  Uoion — ayes  78. 

Mr.  OnROff  moved  that  the  eommillPe  should 
take  into  eoDnideratioD  a  resolDiiODf.  offered  by 
btm,  on  the  29th  of  January,  for  a  noa-importa- 
tion  ofBriliah  goods. 

The  Cora  mi  I  lee  baviag  agreed  to  take  np  the 
resolution,  and  It  buTing  been  read  from  the 
Cbair,  in  the  following  wordn : 

"  Whereas  Otett  Britain  inipreaaet  dtiiens  of  the 
Unit«d  States,  and  compel*  them  to  aerre  on  board  her 
sUpa  of  war,  and  alao  sum*  and  eondeaui*  Yeasala  be- 


loDgiDg  to  citiienB  of  the  United  States,  and  their  car- 
goes, being  the  bimajidt  property  of  American  dtisens, 
not  contraband  of  wsr,  and  not  ptoceeding  to  place* 
besieged  or  blockaded,  under  the  pretnit  t^lheii  beii^ 
engaged  in  time  of  war  in  a  trade  with  b«  enemiaa, 
whieb  was  not  aOowad  in  time  of  peace ; 

"  And  whereas  the  Ooremnunt  of  the  United  Blataa 
has  repeatedly  remonstrated  to  the  Britidi  Govemmenl 
against  these  injuries,  and  demanded  aatiabetion  tbere- 
ibr,  but  without  eKct ;  Therafbre, 

"  Raohtd,  That,  until  equitable  and  aattsbctory  sr- 
langenMots  on  these  points  shall  be  made  between  the 
two  OoTeramenta,  it  u  expedient  that,  from  and  after 

the day  of next,  no  goods,  wares,  or  mw- 

chandise,  of  the  growlh,  prodnet  or  nanutM«are  of  Great 
Britain,  or  of  any  of  the  cokaies  or  depandeneiee  lhei«o( 
onght  lobe  imported  into  tbiUnhadStMaa;  pionded, 
howarer,  that  whaoavar  amnnnente  de«»ed  satirfa» 
tary  b;y  Ihe  Praddaut  of  Ihe  Uaitad  Slatea  AsH  tah« 
place,  it  diall  be  lawfhl  for  him  by  psodamation  to  Hk 
s  day  on  which  the  pn^iibition  afateeaid  shall  oaasa  " 

Mr.  J.  CijLT  inquired  whether  it  would  not  be 
in  order  to  call  up  a  resolution  offered  bf  bim  on 
Ihe  same  snbjecL 

The  Chaibman  said  it  was  not  in  order,  afler 
the  Commiliee  bad  determined  to  oonsider  the 
resolution  juit  read. 

"r.  Qrego  then  roae, aod  said :  Mr.  Chairman, 
iQot  but  coograiulate  the  Committee  on  oar 
having  at  length  taken  up  the  busiuesa  lo  vhioh 
I  believe  the  people  of  tois  country  uniTersallf 
expected  we  would  bare  turned  our  attention  on 
the  first  moment  of  assembling  in  oar  Legislatira 
capacity.  Before «eleAoiirb«m«*,webad learned, 
through  the  channel  of  newtpapen,  that  outragea 
of  a  moU  Btrocioaa  kind  had  been  committed  on 
the  persons  and  prc^riy  of  American  citiunii,  bjr 
— ime  of  the  belligerent  nations  of  Europe.  Tbia 
itelligence  has  been  aBicially  confirmed  by  son- 
dry  eommunicationi  which  webaTereeeived  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  From  theee 
soarces  we  have  derived  the  information  that 
irruptions  have  been  made  into  our  tarrilorT,  on 
its«ouihernfrontier,by*abjeeisof  Spain, ana  thai 
deptvdations  to  a  very  eonuderable  extent  hare 
been  cwnmittetl  on  our  eomnerce  bv  tbe  oruisen 
of  ttiat  nation.  Tbemanlyspiritwilb  which  these 
irniptioDS  were  leaisied  by  tbe  officers  of  our  Oov- 
eromeni  appean,for  tbe  present,  to  have  checked 
thefurlher  progiessof  ihatevUiaad  it  aeemsthat 
the  system  of  depredation  ba*  been  discontioaed, 
in  pursuance  of  mstrnetions  isiaed  hj  the  Minis- 
ter of  Slate  and  of  Marine  to  tbe  Director  Oen- 
etal  of  the  Fleet  These  orden  wen  issued  cm 
tbe  3d  day  of  September,  180S,  and  are  anderstood 
to  have  been  prod  need  by  the  remonstiaQcee  of  our 
Minister  at  that  Court.  From  theee  favoiable 
t^roptomi,  a  presumption  naturally  and  oeeessa- 
nlyarises  that  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  point* 
in  dispute  between  that  Qorernment  and  ours  ia 
not  to  be  despaired  of.  Should  we,  however,  be 
deceived  io  this  calculation — should  similar  ag- 
gressions be  repeated — we  are  not  destitute  of 
meaoc  to  obtain  redress ;  end  on  such  an  event 
lakinif  ^ce,  I  presume  we  would  uai  hesitate  in 
resorting  lo  the  complete  exercise  of  these  mean*. 

l»i*h  tba  prospect  of  an  accommodation  of  oiii 
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dftiferencei  with  Omt  Briliia  weraeqtiaHf  brigfci 
•nd  flatifriug.  Buiihesfsieinniiehosiiliivof  iml 
QovctdBimi  (owtrdi  our  comiuttce,  ttnd  Ha  ob- 
•tiatte  persererBBce  in  the  imprpBsTnpat  of  our 
MimeD,  DolwifhsISDdiag  Ihe  repeated  Temon- 
•traoces  of  our  Ministers,  teflTe  Do  room  (o  expect 
n  BccomniodaiioD  nntil  We  resort  to  such  meas- 
ttres  as  will  make  her  feel  oar  imporiance  to  her  as 
the  pUrebasers  and  consumers  of  tier  maDufaclures, 
aud  the  great  injuiy  she  will  suslsio  tbrougli  a 
tptal  privalJOB  of  out  friendship. 

This,  it  iDUst  be  acknowledged,  it  a  very  impoit- 
ani  subject,  and  cue  which  oauuot  fail  to  engage 
the  earaest  aitetitioa,  aoi  osly  of  this  CoBinitiM^ 
bM  mHit  also  eicite  the  aDiiousH]licitude<^eTer]r 
SMfibct  of  the  oommDBiir.  Oa  tbe  cttdrte  in 
naftf  avW  uk*— on  the  raeauircB  we  Hia;r  now 
pntmic — will  in  *  great  -meainre  depend,  in  mj 
new,  ibe  deteitniiiaiion  of  tke  qseation  whether 
weare  tobeafreeandiiidepetrdeDtitBtiin,  orwbe- 
tberwe  are  to  surrender  that  boasted  privilege, 
and  i«mely  •nbmil  to  sucb  iadignitf  aud  oppres- 
sion as  our  forefathers,  eveu  in  their  state  of  col- 
ooization,  would  hare  retisted  with  indignation. 
Ib  the  diacnMioQ  of  a-queMion  of  such  raaKniitide, 
in  the  deciBJuD  of  which  we  are  so  maleDally  in- 
tSTMied,  and  on  Which  the  honor  and  trne  ioter- 
Mt  of  oar  oouDiryso  much  depend,!  trost  wewill 
direst  oarsdres  of  all  party  feelings,  whethet  aris- 
ing from  our  difereni  pursuits  in  life,  from  geo- 
gntpfaieal  distinctions,  or  from  political  consider^ 
Mions,  so  that  our  decision  may  be  the  mult  of  a 
aoand  jodgmeot,  aaiaflaeneed  either  by  iicipropeT 
partiality  or  prejudice. 

From  the  hostile  ooadaKi  of  the  natioos  to  whkh 
I  har*  Mlliided,  and  Piom  the  poihted  manner  in 
which  the  President  has  recommended  prepars- 
thns  fbr  drteuee^  an  idea  appears  to  hare  gone 
fattb  Ibat  we  ars  to  be  itamediately  engitged  in 
mr.  This  opintov  haa  received  additional  eur- 
rcney  bom  «  report  raa^  by  a  selMt  committee 
ot  th6  Htmst,  reeommending  an  appropriation  of 
■MMf  to  ■  HnsidMlUe  amount,  for  the  purpove 
a('«KCliilj'  foriifloMioB*  for  the  defence  of  oar 
pom  and  Bkriwn,  and  for  baildiug  gimboais  and 
akipa-of-th»4ia«.  DidmysMtirmentaaeeordWilh 
thit  opinio*,  I  sbonld  certainly  gire  thi«  report 
On  eomtenancv^  so  ftr  as  Kspecta  fonffieations, 
*meh,  froni  llmr  tJtottitin^  are  ifaougbt  to  be  ca- 
pabteafaflbr<li»gany«BbataB({al  protection.  Breo 
m  tWun  are^  I  may  Merfaaps  be  tod  need  to  rote  in 
faroT  of  lb«  aitproprTatlon  fbr  gnuhoats,  to  relieve 
thB  anxiety  of  scale  of  out  felloW-cititens,  whose 
ahtTnH  appear  to  tM  greailT  exclitd ;  and  because 
1  heliere,  from  att  the  iDformation  I  hare  been 
■fate  to eolleei  from  naral  and  militarr  gentlemen, 
^nboataWlll  afford  the  most  eftc toil  protection, 
la  the  ereat  of  our  being  eotnpelted  to  hare  re- 
ODDTteto  deAnflire  mea^lires,  by  any  occurrences 
ihat  may  hereafter  take  place. 

Boi  here  1  must  be  permitted  to  declare  that  I 
hare  no  apprehensions  whalerer  of  a  war.  The 
pKMDtsUiMthm  of  the  nations  of  BurOpe  furnishes 
no  i^nnd  fbr  eeiertaitriug  mch  appreheusions, 
Tfaeir  -present  engagements  forainh  ample  em- 
ptaymeat  for  all  their  luoarees,  both  of  men  and 


meaer.  Thaiatportantwoteatwhiohaowoocth 
pres  their  attentfoa  is  not  likely  h  be  brovi^t  to 
a  t^pmdy  termjaation.  Emn  if  the  Blaor  Poweta 
should  wUhdrawihrm  ibe  coDfedentcy.there  is  no 
■prospect  of  a  speedy  peace  between  the  two  great 
riral  nations.  They  Will  most  probably  soon 
return  to  the  ritaation  they  respectively  occnpied 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  campaign, 
The  sceoe  of  Boulo^tie  will  probably  be  acted  over 
again.    The  fleet  of  the  one  nation  must  be  em- 

E Toyed  in  guarding  its  coasts  against  an  inratioB 
y  the  army  of  the  other.  In  Otis  situatioo,  nei- 
ther will  be  disposed  to  add  to  the  number  of  theii 
enemies.  Great  Britain  derives  saaie  advaaiage 
fVom  thai  pfedatory  war  wUdi  she  pcnniu  awl 
atitfaoiizesioba  carried  on  agaiaocowcommeret 
and  -she  also  exfwrieneei  aMne  cotiTeaienee  ia 
aaaiuDg  ber  nary,  ft oln  the  faeility  With  whieli 
defleieneiaa  are  aupplied  by  hapwiiMii  ais  of  ott 
seameafttmon  boardoiiTtvadiag  reatds.  loter- 
evtaod  coareotence win  indueefiertoparsae  this 
Eastern,  so  long  as  we  dtscorer  «  dDspasilim  to 
yield  implicit  submissioti  ;ttTit  let  a  natioaat  spirit 
of  disapprobation  and  lesinance  once  disicom 
itself;  let  us  oaee  tell  her,  in  the  proud  laagnage 
of  independence,  that  we  will  no  longer  subtni I  to 
ibis  ioaigoily  and  oppression,  and  we  will  Gnd  the 
practice  relinquished,  and  onr  fellow-citjzeas  lib- 
erated from  that  degrading  bondage  ia  which  they 
are  now  beld,  and  te&taced  to  their  cooair^  and 
friends.  QrvRt  Btitaiit  is  too  wall  vctud  ui  the 
business  of  caleulaUoo,  and  too  wall  acquainted 
with  bar  own  iDterest.  Id  peneren  i«  this  lawless 
ayatem  at  the  haaari  of  laaiaff -eaataBins,  whoaa 
Bjaaual  puTobaaes  of  tier  maaitfavtam  aad  other 
merahaodise  esoeads,  I  briiere,  tUrty  aiiJiioKs  ot 
dollars. 

In 'washing  fortMterialB  to  Mbsaotiita  the 
facts  StateA  in  the  preamble  tit  the  rMlutloB,  it  is 
only  neeeskary  to  refist  to  the  history  of  the  con- 
ifti<n  of  the  British  Obvcrament  towards  us  for  t 
very  short  period/  By  tttrntng  a  few  pK^i  of 
that  history  ^e  will  find  illat  b  large  number  of 
our  fellow-cilizens  hare  been  forcitdy  taken  from 
their  homes — for  his  ship  is  a  seaman's  bom&— 
hare  been  put  Va!  board  British  ships  of  war  and 
compelled  to  flght  her  bailtes  agaiott  a  Power  be- 
tween whom  and  her  oWnGorernmenl  there  eiisls 
no  difference.  The  geperal  notoriety  of  this  itaih 
precludes  the  necessity  of  a  reference  to  any  pai- 
ticular  document  to  prove  the  correctness  of  the 
stattmaat.  Was  MnchaTtfennee  -Meaasny,  1 
might  point  to  a  repoit  from  the  DepaiWcDl  of 
Stale,  made  at  the  last  seseion  of  Congnss.  In 
that  report  we  find  that,  at  that  tine,  fifteen  hna- 
dred  and  thirty-eight  persoas,cUiaiinglobeAmet- 
ican  citiKeas,  bad  been  able  to  ezieod  tbeit  appli- 
cation for  relief  to  their  own  Government;  and 
though  Great  Britain  claimed  some  of  these  as 
her  subject*,  agreeably  to  her  doctrine  of  no*- 
expaD-iatiiM,  the  great  mass  was  acknowledged  id 
be  Americans,  for  whose  detention  do  other  eaoie 
could  be  assigned  but  because  she  stood  in  seed 
of  their  service.  And  is  it  not  a  fair  presumpiioa 
that  this  number  was  bat  a  small  proportiaa  of 
those  who  were  actually  imptesseoT    Changed  ■ 
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from  *bip  to  ship,  and  the  vcsiel*  io  whicli  they 
are  frequenlly  changing  their  s(a(iun,Bnd  guarded 
with  the  iDott  KrupaloHf  ftttantion,  it  ii  almost 


^yi 


ir  relief. 
Thia  opart,  tbi>  flagrant  nolalian  of  oa^  li^kta 
as  m«D.  and  as  eitiiens  of  an  indvprMtent  «anon, 
Aertainlr  demands  the  ioierpoeition  of  Oovern- 
menti  To  what  caase  sn  Veto  nMrthe  the  ne^ 
kct  -wfth  which  iheM  nnfortliBBte  men  hare  heec 
treated  1  A  few  years  ago,  when  some  of  ftnr 
people  had  the  tnisforiane  to  be  made  priaotiers 
try  the  Algerinei,  and  at  a  later  pert«d,  when 
MMBe  others  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Tripolitans, 
the  feelings  of  tbe  QoTetatoent  and  of  the  whole 
eonotry  were  alive.  All  7oiaee  anited  In  requir- 
ing the  energy  of  the  Qorerument  to  be  ezeited, 
and  its  pline  to  be  opened,  ao  that  no  means  to 
obiain  the  liberty  of  the  captires  might  be  Idt 


I  the  ittuatioD  of  thoae  who  bare  been 
impressed  from  oo  board  their  own  vefwtls,  and 
Who  are  forcibly  detained  on  board  British  shijm 
of  war,  differ  from  that  of  the  AlgeriM  end  Tri- 
polilan  prisoners  1  So  ht  as  respects  the  OoT' 
emment,  the  infringements  of  its  tights  are  grmter 
in  the  former  than  io  the  latter  ease.  The  siiua- 
lion  of  the  indiTidnal  is  no  better.  A  wonnd  in- 
flicted by  a  British  cai-of-nine- tails  i*  not  less  se- 
verely felt  than  if  it  had  proceeded  from  the  lash 
of  an  Algetine.  The  patient 'snbmiMion  with 
which  we  haTe  so  long  endured  this  flagrant  ont- 
luv  On  the  feeling*  of  humanit)^  and  on  the  honor 
of  oat  eoDntry,  must  have  excited  ibe  astaoiah- 
ment  of  tbe  whole  world  ;  but  it  must  alto  hare 
impressed  diem  rerf  forcibly  with  an  idea  of  the 
moderation  of  otrr  GoTammeni,  and  of  its  stranir 
predilection  for  peace.  I  trast,  however,  we  will 
now  show  them  that  there  ia  a  point  bey  ondwbiofa 
we  will  not  Boffer:  that  nren  although  we  may 
not  think  it  adTiraUe  to  make  reprisals,  we  wiu 
at  least  withdraw  oar  friendly  iniereoone  from 
that  Qovemment,  whoae  whole  ayitem  of  goq- 
dncl  tewmids  ns  has  been  that  of  distress  and  de- 
paduion  ;  and  that,  as  tbe  bosinese  u  now  taken 
»p,itwltlbte  on  railed  with  zeal  and  ardor,  until 
lelief  ii  rxiended  to  this  nnhappy  etast  of  sd&t- 
era,  and  sccnrtty  obtained  against  simiJar  aggre*- 
sloDs  on  their  persons  in  future,  by  aneh  arrange- 
meat*  aa  ou^t  to  be  deetiMd  talisfeetory. 

In  retnion  to  the  oapture  and  condemnation  of 
Mr  vessels,  contrary  to  what  we  consider,  and  to 
what  I  Yerily  beliete  to  be  the  law  of  natiooa,  I 
shall  not  dewln  the  Cotnmittee  with  many  obter- 
Tatione.  I  hare  do  iolention  of  entering  into  a 
diKQsrioD  of  tbe  abstract  Mieation,  whether  a 
trade  is  jastiGable  in  war  which  is  not  open  in 
time  of  peaoe.  I  will  only  obterTe,  that  on  the 
princii^cs  of  reason  and  justice,  and  from  such 
authors  as  1  hare  bad  an  opportunity  of  consult- 
ing, the  right  for  which  we  eonteod  does  appear 
to  me  to  he  clearly  estabHsbed.  In  aome  late 
^blieations,  this  ^estlon  Itaa  tCMired  a  very 


luminous  and  ample  diicawkiu,  and  the  right  in- 
sisted on  by  us  has  beiD  placed  on  such  gronnd, 
and  supported  by  reasoning  so  clear,  so  cogent, 
and  so  conclusive,  that  Qreat  Britain,  with  all  hei 
boasted  talenis,  will  And  it  extremely  difficidt  to 
find  answers  for  them. 

But  even  admitting  the  British  doctrine  to  be 
correct,  what,  I  would  ask,  has  been  the  conduct 
of  that  CkiTernmeut  under  it  7  Has  it  been  that 
of  a  nation  actuated  by  motives  of  liberalitv  and 
friendship?  Has  it  been  that  of  a  civilized  and 
polished  nation  1  Has  it  been  such  as  justice  and 
the  fair  and  honorable  conduct  of  oar  Ooremment 
has  given  us  a  right  to  expect?  No  person,  I 
think,  is  prepared  to  answer  m  the  affirmative.  It. 
does  not  appear  that  the  principle  was  practised 
on  during  toe  lasl,  nor  for  some  time  after  th« 
commencement  of  the  present  war.  I  will  not 
undertake  absolutely  to  say  that  the y  relinquished 
it,  bat  the  trade  which  it  now  ptohibiii  was  per- 
mitted to  be  carried  on  to  a  great  extent  wiihMiit 
any  interruption  from  ibeir  cruisers.  Numbeta, 
allured  by  the  prospect  of  gain,  were  induced  to 
engage  in  the  promable  business,  and  supposing 
themselves  safe  under  tbe  proFection  of  law,  bad 
their  vessels  and  effects  seized  to  a  large  amount. 
The  capture  and  coodemnaiion  of  their  property 
was  to  them  the  first  promulgaiiuo  of  the  law. 
Ignoisnoe  of  what  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
know,  was  imputed  to  them  as  a  crime,  and  an 
honorable  de^ndeuce  on  the  justice  of  a  Gorera- 
ment  professmg  lo  be  friendly,  was  prosecQIed 
with  penalty  and  forfeiture. 

But  even  independent  of  our  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint arisine  from  ibis  principle,  apparently  new, 
tbtis  unjustly  brought  into  operation^  how  has 
that  Qovernment  conducted  in  relaiioa  to  cap> 
tores,  in  which,  after  the  moat  minute  iDvestiga* 
tion.  all  the  ingenuity  of  her  courts  have  not  beea 
able  to  discover  any  ptittciple  to  warrant  the  ood- 
demuation?  The  perplexing  difficulties,  the  vei' 
atious  delays,  and  the  enormous  expeDse  attend- 
inji  the  prosecution  of  a  claim  through  every  stage 
of  its  progress,  place  an  almost  inaurmountabla 
barrier  in  the  way  «f  obtaining  justice.  In  fact, 
all  her  commercial  maxims,  and  the  whole  ays- 
tem  of  her  conduct,  discover  a  manifest  intention, 
a  fixed  determiaaiion,  to  consummate  tbi 
the  commerce  of  this  country. 

I  am  aware,  Mr.  Chairman,  thai  many  of  tha 
captures  and  condemnations,  of  which  we  have 
heard  such  loud  complaints,  are  strictly  warranted 
by  the  law  of  nations.  An  immoderate  desire  of 
gain  very  frequently  leads  the  merchants  to  eu- 
ga|^  in  a  trade  which  the  universal  consent  of  all 
nations  has  declared  to  be  unlawful.  This  obser- 
vatioQ  will,  however,  perhaps  apply  with  more 

Sropriety  to  foreigners,  who  have  nxed  their  leai- 
ence  among  us,  to  eujoy  the  advantage  of  trad- 
ing under  our  neutral  righb,  than  to  the  real 
American  merchant  This  description  of  men, 
under  no  influence  of  patriotism,  aod  too  gene* 
rally  uniestraiaed  by  any  principles  of  juUioo, 
pursue  their  object,  wholly  regardless  of  the  in- 
terest of  the  country,  or  of  any  injuriona  contS* 
qtieneea  te  wUah  it  might  be  nKbJMiUd  drongb 
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their  miseondact.  I  hare  no  idea  of  iaTolrin; 
my  eountrr  in  anr  difficoltr  on  account  of  ibeae 
people  or  laeir  iraae.  Aa  Ibey  are  citizens  of  the 
world,  eqnailf  attached  to  ever;  country,  I  wonld 
always  Tilliogly  surrender  them,  to  be  punished 
according  to  the  laws  of  whatever  country  they 
might  be  found  trBossressiug.  Bat  in  withhold- 
ing proreciion  from  these  lawteas  adventureri,  let 
tiB  not  withdraw  it  from  the  real  Aaieriean  mer- 
ebant.  Acting  from  moiires  of  patriotism  as 
well  as  of  gain,  he  combines  his  own  interest  with 
that  of  his  connirf.  While  he  is  accamutaling 
wealth  to  himself,  he  is  adding  to  thererenae 
and  riches  of  fais  country :  and  wntle  be  in  search' 
ing  a  market  for  (he  productiooa  of  the  farmera, 
he  is  discoTerio^  sometfaing  that  may  contribute 
to  their  eonventenee  and  comfort.  He  is  a  oe- 
cestary  link  in  the  chain  of  our  society.  There 
is  a  mutual  dependence  betwist  him  and  the 
farmer.  The  interest  of  the  one  is  pramoted  by 
tfaf  success  of  the  other.  This  being  the  cate, 
these  two  classes  thould  be  extremely  cautious 
how  they  sufler  that  kind  of  jealousy  to  grow  up 
betwixt  them,  that  might  eventoally  prove  a 
■ource  of  distress  and  calamity  to  them  both. 

I  hope  it  will  not  be  inferred  from  anything  I 
have  said,  that  I  am  going  to  be  an  advocate  for 
the  protection,  even  of  American  merchants^  in 
that  wild,  eit'ravagant  carrying  trade,  to  which 
aomeof  them  appear  to  extend  their  views.  I  shall 
never  agree  to  risk  the  peace  and  safety  of  the 
nation  in  such  a  cause.  Even  in  doubtful  ca«ea, 
or  where  the  law  was  not  perfectlv  dear,  if  they 
would  embark  their  property,  let  it  w  at  their  own 
hazard.  But  in  carrying  on  the  direct  trade  of 
our  country,  and  even  in  the  carrying  trade,  while 
they  confine  themsefTes  within  the  acknowledged 
hw  of  nations,  I  think  they  arc  entitled  to  protec- 
tion. 

And,  sir,  in  iffording  this  protoelion,  I  take  it 
that  we  are  promoting  the  real  interest  of  the 
country.  By  cherishing  navigation,  to  a  certain 
extent,  we  secure  to  ourselves,  at  all  times,  the 
means  of  procuring  a  market  for  such  articles  as 
we  have  for  sale;  we  furnish  mean*  for  promoting 
industry,  and  we  make  provision  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  mei),  on  whose  bravery  and  exertions,  iii 
the  event  ofwar,we  must  afways  rely  very  much 
for  oar  defence.  On  this  subjeet.I  cannot  express 
my  aentimenls  better  than  I  find  them  expressed 
in  a  nport  made  by  the  present  Chief  Magistrate, 
while  Secretary  of  Slate,  and  which  I  consider  as 
declaratory  of  the  true  interest*  of  the  oatioD.  I 
shall  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  readiog  a  para- 
graph of  that  report. 


value  as  a  branch  of  Indnstry  ii  enhanced  by  the  de- 
pendenCB  of  so  many  otter  bnndiea  on  it  In  titnei 
of  gensrsl  peace  it  multipUas  competitors  (bt  employ- 
ment in  traiuportadan,  and  so  keeps  that  at  It*  proper 
level ;  and  in  timsa  of  war — that  is  to  say,  when  thaee 
nations  wbo  may  be  onr  principal  csiriers'  shiU  be  at 
WW  with  each  Mhar— if  we  have  not  within  ourselves 
Am  meens  of  traospoitation,  onr  piodnce  most  be  ex* 
-  parted  in  belliienit  Tese^  at  the  Intnaeed  sxpaase 


of  war-freight  and  insurance,  and  the  aitidee  wlueh  wiO 
not  bear  that,  must  perish  on  oor  hands, 

*■  Bat  itii  ea  a  reMniroe  Jer  defence,  Aal  oor  navigalioa 
will  admit  nejlbei  neglect  Dor  Awbearanee.  The  poai- 
tion  and  eirenmstanees  of  the  United  Stata  lean  them 
nothing  to  fear  on  their  landboard,  and  notbiag  to  de- 
sire beyond  their  praeent  rigbt*.  Baton  tbeiisetbaud 
tbey  are  open  to  injtiir.  end  they  have  tbece,  loo,  a 
eommwoe  that  mast  be  protected.  This  can  only  le 
dons  by  pmeasaing  a  mpedaUe  body  of  eitiiea  mb- 
men,  and  ofaitiBtaaiid  estaUiduafUts  in  nadiassste 
dup-buildiog." 

From  thiiTcrybrief  view  of  the  conduct  of  tk 
British  Oovemment  toward*  as,  and  I  hare  cot- 
fined  it  merely  to  Ibe  points  stated  in  the  preaat- 
ble  to  the  reaolaiion;  every  candid,  every  iit^jn- 
JHdiced  person,  1  think,  must  acknowledge,  tbit 
we  are  arrived  at  a  crisis;  that  we  have  reaebed 
a  period  at  wbich  the  honor,  the  interest,  sod  ibt 


Dfar  a 


it  hat 


,  -j1!  loudly  on  us  tomaketiUod. 

The  evil  we  have  already  sufiercd  is  great,  and  it 
Is  progreviog.  Like  a  cancerous  compfsiot,  it  b 
penetrating  still  deeper  towards  our  vitals.  While 
we  yield  year  tfttr  year  Great  Britain  advsBcta 
step  by  step;  yet  a  liule  longer  and  our  eommeree 
win  be  aniiibileted,  and  our  iadependence  sab- 
verted. 

Here  the  great  difficulty  preaesti  itselC  What 
are  the  proper  (teps  to  be  taken  1  what  meaiore* 
that  we  eanadoptwillbemost  likdy  toefib:i(he 
object  we  have  in  view,  and  in  iu  apeiaiwa  pro* 
duee  the  smallest  inconveaience  to  oBrselvesI  I, 
sir,  have  reflected  much  on  ibis  sobjeeL  I  have 
considered,  *o  far  as  I  was  capable,  the  bearing 
which  every  measure  which  I  have  heard  pro- 
posed would  have  on  it.  The  cesolt  of  my  rtflee- 
tiona  is,  that,  under  all  the  eircumtlaaees  of  (b« 
ease,  the  resoluiion,  wbich  i*  now  (be  (object  of 
immediate  discussion,  ought  to  be  adopted.  What 
is  the  resolution?  what  does  it  my  T  It  addressee 
Oreat  Britaio  in  this  mild  and  moderate,  though 
mantyandfitm  language:  Yoa  have  insulted  tie 
dignity  of  our  country  hy  impressing  tm  aeamen, 
and  compelling  tbem  to  flght  your  battlea  against 
a  Power  with  whom  we  are  at  peace.  You  have 
plundered  us  of  mnch  property  by  thai  predaiorf 
wai  which  you  aathorize  to  be  carried  os  agaiast 
our  commerce.  To  theee  iojaries,  insallt,  and 
oppieasiou,  we  will  submit  DO  loBgcr.  WedoiK, 
howerer,  wish  to  destroy  that  friendly  ioiercouns 
that  ought  to  enhsist  between  nations,  connected 
by  the  tie*  of  common  interest,  to  which  several 
consaderatioua  seen  to  give  peculiar  strength. 
The  citizen*  of  ear  coantrv  and  the  subjects  of 
yours,  from  the  long  habit  of  lapplyiag  their  mo- 
toal  waota,  no  doubt  feel  a  wish  (a  preserve  their 
intercourse  without  interruption.  To  prereit 
such  iolerrapiion,  and  secure  againat  future  ag- 
gresaioDs,  we  are  now  desirous  of  entering  iDM 
such  amngementa  as  ought  to  be  deemed  nii>- 
factorr  by  ooih  parties.  But  if  yoa  persiu  in 
your  hostile  measures,  if  you  absolutely  refvse 
acceding  to  any  propositions  of  compromise,  we 
must  sLickea  those  bonds  of  friendship  by  which 
we  have  been  connected,  yen  muet  not  expect 
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yuur  miDuraoiurea  to  m>  large  an  anioaat.  What 
wilt  the  people  of  ihit  country  ny  of  this  propo- 
•ilion  1  Will  Ibey  not  be  raady  to  rielaim,  tbat 
ills  toomild  Tor  tb8rrM^'*|*'*'''^>'>i"g*^  What 
Till  be  ihe  opinion  of  foreiffl  QoveromratB  r^ 
spectiog  it?  WiJI  tEiey  not  sajt  tbat  we  ha?e  ex- 
tended ibeprineipleof tnoderaitoaioorar?  What 
Diusl  be  ilx  imprecsion  on  Great  Britain  hentlit 
Sir,  if  abr  is  not  Unt  to  erary  smaa.of  oational 
JMstice,  she  muu  aekoowiledf^  iu«quity  Kid  fair- 
oes*.  But  I  wonld  inquire  partioolarty  what 
wonld  be  jisopeniioa  nathe  pcApleof  tl»l  ooan* 
ity  7  If  cannied  ioto  vBect,  I  believe  il  will  Mrike 
diHUay  ihruughoiit  the  Bmpire.  It*  opcntion 
will  be  fell  bv  ereri  description  ot  peopk,  but 
more  eapeoially  by  tne eamoiMoial  and  manuftc* 
turiog  pert  of  ibe  oomntuDity.  The  ioflocnee  of 
these  too  clansM  is  irt-ll  koown  in  that  oouolry. 
They  *r«  (he  ntain  pillare  of  ii«  aappaii.  They 
are  lite  aoarces  of  ita  wealth.  Their  cepreMnta- 
tioos,  iheiefore,  are  always  attended  to.  And 
what  laikgaa|;e  muat  they  apeak  onihti  oeaaaioD  7 
It  mu(t  be  evident  that  a  regard  to  their  own  in- 
tereit  will  lead  ihem  to  remoDilrateloadlyagsiD«r 
tbat  system,  whieh  will  produce  an  Btmual  defal- 
cation in  the  sale  of  their  manuraoinrei,  of  thirty 
milLions  of  dollars.  Tbia  is  their  vulnerable  part. 
By  nttnolting  them  in  their  warehoaetsaad  worh- 
sbops  we  can. reach  ibeir  vitala,  and  Iboa  raise  a 
set  of  advoeAies  in  out  favor,  whoee  lemonstraoce 
may  produDean  ahandonmeni  of  ihoaa unjust  priu. 
ojple^  and  ptaetiDea,  whieh  hare  produced  Ibe 
Bolemn  crisis. 

But,  Mr.  Chsirman,  should  Qreat  Britain,  con- 
trary to  our  ffisbea,  and  certainly  ooatrarr  to  her 
own  true  inlecaat,  persist  in.  her  ill-starrea  policy, 
wlint  must  be  the  effeot  of  sach  eoaduet  dn  her- 
seJf?  and  how  will  we  be  nitimately  aflhiHed  by 
it?  Shut  out  from  British  marltets,earin«f«kaniB 
will  ubtaiD  a  pariionlar  supply  from.  oAer  coan- 
tries,  and  we  will  resort  to  tutmeatio  mannfaeturea 
to  make  up  the  deBcienoy.  Should  thi»  eytlem 
be  adopted,  Britain  may  find  itdiffieultiorecoTer 
oar  custom.  It  is  eertainlv  a  aubjeet  of  savions 
i«^et  thai,  owing  to  the  lar^  imporlatioa  and 
exieniiire  coatuoiptioa  of  British  Kood*,  dome»- 
tio  DMnufacttires  have  nearly  Tnnlriied.  1  da  not 
expect  lasee  the  eBiahltabnentof  large  manufao- 
torien  in  this  eooatry.  The  estenaive  neani  ler- 
rilory  we  possess  fnrntshesattoh  powerful  in^tiee- 
menta  for  settling  oa  land,  thu  few  are  to  be  found 
willing  ta  be  confined  within  itMnamw  limits  of 
a  maanractory.  Should,  howef er,  such  eatablish- 
meniB  be  set  on  foot,  I  have  no  donbt  they  wonld 
reeeive  a  large  accession  of  workmen  from  the 
nambers  which  a  ood .importation  act  wonld  com* 
pel  to  leaie  their  present  home*,  in  search  of  em- 
ployment in  this  and  olbf  r  eounlriee.  But  my 
■prt^tat  view  dors  not  eitend  to  these  catabltsh- 
mtrpu  on  so  Urge  a  scale.  I  want  to  see  ereiy 
family  a  liille  inanDfaetory,  vieing  with  each 
other  in  the  fzcelleuEy  of  their  workmanship, 
nod  exhibiting,  in  theirdress(n,specimeDSaf  Ibeir 
ioffenaity  ana  industry. 

Ur.  Cnairman,  when  I  first  Bubntiuedtkiapn^ 
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ositioB  to  the  eoDsideration  of  thia  Honse,  I  wan 
so  forcibly  impres*ed  with  tbe  propriety  of  adopt» 
log  it,  that  I  bad  no  expeoiation  it  would  meat 
wiifa  any  oppotitioaL  It  was  not  until  a  leiolii- 
lion  wa*  laid. on  ibe  tabl&  oalling  on  the  Seore- 
larj.  of  the  Hreasury  for  a  Uatement  of  onr  «» 
porta  and  imports  to  and  from  Qreai  Britain  and 
ncr  dafwndEDcies,  that  I  bad  any  suspicioa  ic 
would  be  oppaseiji  When  thai  call  was.  madc^  L 
begaa  N  praaume  aa  oppositioa  wn»  inteodM) 
and  that  Ibe  oppoaiiion  would-  be  groui>ded:oa  the 
loppoiad  effeot  wkioh  the  adoption  of  the  awaa<i 
urs  DOW  under  discussian  wBuld  bare  on  the  rev- 
entieL  Tfais  wat  broaghl  partieularly  into  view 
soma  daysaflrr  in  tbeiorm  of  a  preface  to  a  reaon 
lution.on  this  samesuhjeotofieredby  a.gentlemaih 
from  Maryiand. 

We  were  told,  then,  that  our  imporls  from  (&t«t- 
Brirain  and  her  dapeadenoieB,  amo  an  tad  annually) 
ID  986.000,000,  and  that,  at  the  average  rate  oC 
dnty  of  twenty  per  cent,  the  revenue  would,  of 
coume,  be  affected  to  the  amount  of  S^OOO.OOOt 
That  the  rerenne  will  ha  partially  affected  byi 
(he  proposed  measure  is  readily  admitted;  and) 
if  it  sbonld  be  aCfeoied  to  sneh  an  eiient,  as  to  re- 
tard the  eitiugujabmeat  of  (he  national  debt  ai 
single  day  beyond  the  time  fiiiad  by  law  for  itai 
final  redemption,  I  would  oeruinly  regret  it  verv 
sincerely.  No  person,  in  thia  country  can  wisni 
more  anxiously  to  see  that  debt  paid  than  myaelE' 
But,  sirt  do  not  believe,  the  eSaot  on.  the  revenue 
will  be  by  any  meaaa  ao  great  as  baa  been  slated. 
The  iTerage  duty  on  imports  from  Britain  da«fi. 
not,  I:  beliese,  arDount  to  SO  per  cent.,  and  there-, 
fore  Ihe  defatoatioB.iu  the  revenue  will  nut  be  soi 
great  an  baa  been  staled,  even  admitting  that  «» 
da  not  iiapurt  from  other  oouatriee.  But  Mxi  ta< 
he  supposed  that  the  enterprise  and  indiutrvef  the. 
merchaots  are  to  he  wholly  pamlyaed  by  Hut 
measure  1  Will  they  lay  up  iheic  vessels  in  theii 
dock*,  and  shut  up  ibeir  money  in  t^lr  cheHel 
No,  sir;  when  they  find  themselves  eiclnded  bjr. 
law  from  British  macketa,  they  will  resort  to  olhet 
coaotries,  and  no  doubi  they  will  fiad  goodu  l«> 
BOBwer  onr  purpeae  quite  as  well  aa  many  of  the. 
gewgaws,  we  gat  from  Eoglaod,  and  quite  aa 
many  aawa  will  be  abje  to  .find  money  to  potvi 

It  be*  been  aaid,  also,  tbat  (he  price  <£  oan  ex- 
ports is  lobegreailyaffiwtedbjrihisineaiure.  The, 
article  of  cotton  has  been  penteularly  mentionedi. 
Why,  sir,  the  reBotuiioDdoesDot  say  a  word  about 
exporb*.  It  is  entirely  siicot  as  to  them.  Tfaey 
are  left  at  liberty  to  go  to  tbose  markets  where 
they  have beretofore found  paichasers,orio search 
for  new  ones,  aa  it  may  suit  their  eooveaience. 
The  adoption  of  the  measure  may  produce  a  mo- 
TBentary  diminution  of  price,  and  this  iocoove- 
nieoce  will  be  promoted  by  the  represeniations of 
designing  speculators,  who  ere  contiDually  roam- 
ing through  the  country  to  take  advantage  of  tiie 
ignorant  and  unwary.  But,  when  the  first  im- 
prenion  is  removed,  oor  productions  being  either 
necesaaries  of  life,  or  materials  for  manulsclurrs, 
will  be  in  demand,  and  sought  for,  and  purcbaoed, 
at  a  price  eoini|Kuident  to  that  donand.    But, 
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•ir,  erea  Bdiiiiltiiig  ibai  we  were  to  vailain  ■  lem- 
porarf  jnconvenieace  froin  a  small  reductioa  ia 
tbe  price  of  (be  produce  of  our  farms,  are  ire  to 
pnt  a  few  ceots  difftreace  in  the  price  of  a  pound 
of  eorioa,  or  tobacco,  or  a  barrel  of  flour,  or  a 
qolDlal  olfi.ih,  in  coiapeiiiioD  with  the  honor  aod 

GDer«l  intpr»t  of  our  countrf  1  Is  (here  a  mem- 
r  of  this  House,  ia  there  a  man  in  the  comma- 
■ity^  thst  would  aobmit  to  see  his  nei^bor  drutf- 
gea  iDto  ignoble  bondage,  merelf  brcause  it  woald 

frodaee  a  slight  shock  io  the  market  for  hi*  pro- 
uce  1  Such  an  idea  would,  t  beliere,  be  anirer- 
mIIt  sparned  at. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  strosgest  objfcljon  I 
hare  beard  mentioned  is,  that  if  we  do  pass  a  non- 
iinportalioD  act,  it  cannot  be  eXFTUied,  and  eliber 
we  kball  be  laughed  at  bjr  Qreal  Briliin,  or  it  will 
afford  a  pretext  to  her  Minister,  whose  decision  is 
well  known,  to  lei  looie  his  oraisers  and  iweep 
tb«  ocean.  This  is  the  languaire  uaed  in  Britain. 
Their  writers  aelmowledge  that  a  oan-import- 
Blion  set  would  be  to  tbem  a  serinua  calamity, 
but  eomfort  themselTea  with  the  reflectiun  thai  it 
oould  not  be  execnted.  Now,  [  ask,  what  reason 
oan  be  assigm  d  why  it  could  not  be  as  weJI  exe- 
cuted now  BB  it  was  in  former  times  I  Are  we  so 
■bjeel,  so  degenerate,  as  in  submit  to  such  naiioii' 
al  mdignLijr  raiher  than  fore^  tb»  pleasure  rrsult- 
ing  from  an  indulgence  in  British  luxuries  7  Boi 
it  may  give  offence  to  the  British  Minister,  who 
will  sweep  the  ocean  with  his  cruisers.  This,  to 
be  aure.  is  a  sweeping  objeciion,  but  how  will  ii 
■pi^fl  What  right  has  the  British  Minister  to 
lake  offence  ai  anrregulaiioni  we  may  see  proper 
to  adopt  7  We  tuve  a  moral,  and  we  have  a 
Constitutional  right  Io  manage  oorown  oommer- 
eial  concerns  in  our  own  wav,  provided  we  do  not 
Infringe  or  violate  the  rights  of  other  nations. 
Thia  aaered  trust  has  been  committed  to  as  by 
the  people  of  this  eiinnirf,  and  I  hope  we  will 
never  feel  disposed  to  rMign  it  lo  any  foreign 
Idinister, 

Boi  admitting  that  great  man  with  all  his  de- 
cision, should  let  loose  his  cruisers,  wfaai  will  he 
gain  7  I*  he  not  more  at  out  merer  than  we  are 
at  bis  7  If  he  attempt!  to  make  a  ^neral  swe«^ 
•df-dpfeoce  will  justify  rf  prisals.  The  debts  ow- 
ing IO  British  subjeela,  the  tmiueose  property  own- 
ed by  ihem  io  tbiscountry,  will,  of  course,  be  laid 
bold  of.  1  will  perhaps  be  told  here,  that,  by  the 
treaty  of  1794,  sequestration  of  debu  is  prohibit- 
ed. True  }  but  if  one  of  the  contracting  parties 
Tiolatei  the  contract,  the  other  is  released  from 
bii  oblifrntion.  If  Britain  liotate*  nine  articles  of 
the  treaty,  she  cannot  consider  t>s  bound  by  the 
tenth.  Besides,  her  prorinees  are  quite  contiguous 
and  open  to  ns,  mta  by  securing  them  we  would 
make  oorselves  masters  of  the  fur  trade,  from 
which  she  derives  such  important  advaniages. 
Even  on  the  ocean,  I  doubt  whether  she  would 
be  a  gainer  in  the  contest.  And  ihis  is  not  mere 
theory.  During  the  last  war  our  privaieen  cap- 
tnred  more  of  ibeir  vessels  than  ihey  took  of  oars 
with  all  their  navr.  Our  shipping  then  was  not 
mnre  than  a  fuurih  of  what  we  n"W  possess,  and 
the  number  of  aeasaea  aboat  in  the  same  propof- 


lion.  And  it  i*  worthy  of  remark  that,  owiag  to 
the  difference  In  the  value  of  their  cargoes  and 
ours,  the  one  cooniBiing  entirely  of  bulky  article^ 
neceaaaries  of  life,  and  raw  materials  for  man n- 
factures,  and  the  other  made  up  of  these  materi- 
als after  they  hare  reiieived-  the  last  touch  of  art 
and  industry ;  if  we  succeeded  in  taking  one  foi 
their  three,  the  balaaca  pcrbapa  would  be  aboat 

The  resolution  has  also  been  called  a  war  mett- 
sure.  Now,  I  wotild  ask,  what  is  there  wartikt 
about  it  7  Sir,  1  before  hare  said,  end  I  repeat  it, 
that  I  deprecate  war.  With  me  it  will  always  b« 
a  last  resorL  Recourse  should  be  had  to  every 
peaceable  means  to  obtain  justice, before  an  ap- 
peal is  oiade  to  arms.  Tbe  resolution  I  coa- 
sider  purely  as  a  measure  of  that  kind,  and  so  it 
must  appear  lo  the  British  Minister,  unless  he  i* 
determined  on  war,  and  then  he  will  find  soma 
pretext  It  is  common  for  persons  going  to  war 
to  publish  a  declaration,  stating  their  reasons  in 
JQiiification  ol  their  conduct  to  Mher  nations.  Let 
the  British  Minister  take  the  resolution  and  pub- 
lish il  al  teogih,  and  will  any  other  nation  coa- 
sideiit  Bsasofficient  ground  (in  war?  It  merely 
states  that  we  coosider  ouraelves  injured,  and  that, 
in  justice  Io  ourselves,  we  must  suspend  our  in- 
tercourse UQiil  we  obtain  redreo*.  The  British 
Minister  mill  never  pot  hi*  reputation  and  chara- 
acier  at  bazard  on  such  a  foundation. 

Mr.  Cbairman,  io  every  point  of  view  in  which 
1  have  been  able  to  coniider  thia  oabjeet,  tbe  pro- 
priety of  adopting  the  resolution  which  has  bectt 
read,  appears  to  OM  equally  impressive;  and, there- 
fore,  although  it  may  be  oppoaed,  I  cannot  hot 
ho^  it  will  receive  the  sanction  of  a  Jarse  ma- 
joriiy  of  tbe  Hoose.  In  ibis  hope  lam  confirmed 
when  I  refer  to  the  Journals  and  see  what  was 
done  by  the  Houac  of  Be|weientBtiTes,  nnder  cic- 
cumstaoees  somewhat  similar  lo  the  preaent,  in 
the  year  17M.  Tbe  aame  nation,  of  whoae  con- 
duet  we  now  complain,  was  then  eommiiting  da- 
predaiioQs  on  our  comoMKc.  She  had,  on  the 
6ih  of  November,  issued  heredebiated  orden;  aitd, 
it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  theaeordcn  wen  fi(« 
published  by  tbe  crviaera  which  were  acting  un- 
der them.  Tbe  Isie  capiarea,  ananthorteed  bjr 
ao)^  public  orders,  but  proceeding  on  adeerae  imT 
their  admiralty  court,  which  it  appcnrs  was  to  be 
considered  as  the  signal  for  making  the  sweep, 
evince  a  fixed  system  of  hoatUity  towards  oar 
commerce,  and  an  nageneroa*  mode  of  making  its 
ailacks.  The  onwary  and  nasuspeeting  fall  a 
pray  to  their  bidden  designs.  She  was  at  that  timn 
aUo  stimulating  the  Induns  to  eotnmit  faostilitiea 
oo  our  frontieni,  and  tbe  western  posts  were  not 
Burrendered  agreeably  to  what  we  considered  tha 
iruc  intent  and  meaning  of  tbe  Treaty  of  1781 
Tocounieraci  thew  hostile  meaaures,  a  propost- 
tioa  was  made  in  the  House  of  Representatives  foe 
suspending  all  commercial  intercourse  with  that 
nation.  That  proposiiion  was  el  that  time  adopt- 
ed by  a  very  lar^  msjoriiy.     AH  parlies  united 

giving  it  iheir  support.     The  great  political 


ineiiuo.  which  has  unfortanalelyprarailed  too 
" '    country,  did  not,  on  taat  o 
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«bout  equally  divided  bflween  the  iwo  greal 
tCDdiog  pftrtiM.  iDd  7 Pt,  on  ihal  qDenlioD,  their 
*oiH  wers  conipletelf  blended.  Tlie  reprewnta- 
lioDfrom  ihe  Southern  Siaiea,  I  observe,  was ^o- 
eralljr  in  TaTor  of  that  mraiure.  Tlie  respectable 
State  of  Virpoia,  in  panicnlar.  wbicb  waa  repre- 
acnted  bjr  a  censieltaiinn  of  talents,  not  only  ranged 
itself  on  the  iffinDaliTeiide  of  the  question  bf  it* 
vote,  but  also  bor«  a  very  dixtiaguinhed  part  in 
the  arKament  in  napport  of  the  mefipure.  From 
M  ^giiTaril)'  of  circumataiicen,  are  we  not  now  to 
expect  a  limilarretnlt?  Altbough  the  ctiI  cotn- 
plained  of  itj  in  the  first  initenee,  more  severely 
telt  in  a  particular  leetipa  of  the  couotry,  its  ef- 
feeta  will  ultimately  extend  to  every  part  of  iL 
Aod.sofarBsthehoaoroftheaovernment  is  jiDpli- 
«aied,  a  aensibility  arising  from  that  source  must 
DecesMrily  be  experienced  by  all  iu  citizena  at 
ihe  same  time. 

Before  I  lit  down,  Mr.  ChainnaD,  permit  me  to 
say  that,  although  my  opinion  on  this  subject  in 
formed  on  ibe  most  matore  reflection,  yet,  if  a 
majority  of  the  Committee  ihinlt  differeaily,  if 
they  prefer  something  more  energetic,  or  if  Ihey 
have  any  other  lytlem  which  they  consider  more 
efficient  to  obtain  the  object,  I  may,  for  the  sake 
-of  unanimity,  be  disposed  to  yidd  my  opiniuD. 
Uoanimtty  I  conrider  as  all-important.  We  are 
told^  by  a  document  on  oar  table,  that  the  nation, 
against  whose  condnct  we  complain,  calculates 
ot)  our  divisions.  Her  hopes  of  being  able  (o  pur- 
sue ber  system,  are  built  on  an  idea,  that  division 
among  ourselves  will  prevent  our  adopting  any 
efficient  meaxnres.  In  this  hope,  I  trust,  they 
Trill  DOW  be  disappointed, 'and  that  we  shall  show 
10  them  and  to  the  world,  that  however  we  mav 
differ  as  to  Ihe  administ ration  ol  our  internal  ar~ 
ftira,  on  all  great  national  qneations,  in  which 


tb«  honor  and  trne  ii 
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lation  to  foreign  governmenia,  is  iovolred,  that 
ire  are  but  one  people. 

Mr.  J.  Glat. — I  bad  entertained  a  hope  that 
the  call  of  my  colleague  wonld  have  be»  de- 
layed for  a  few  days  longer,  as  the  documents  we 
bare  received  from  the  Tremsary  Depsrimeni 
hare  been  but  two  days  on  our  table,  at  least  in 
a  printed  forio,  and  as  Ihey  are  calculsted  to 
tbroir  much  light  on  the  subject  before  us.  In 
the  few  remarks  which  I  am  about  ut  ofier,  I 
ahall  DOI  follow  ray  colletgne  through  the  detail 
he  bus  made  of  the  injuries  and  insults  of  Great 
Britain.  We  all  of  us  well  know  that  the  na- 
tional  flag  has  been  grossly  oatraged,  and  Ihe 
national  honor  violated  by  ber.  But  I  do  not 
conceive  that  the  best  mode  of  obtaining  redress 
for  tbeae  wrongs  is  to  do  that  which  will  be  more 
injorioos  to  ourselves  than  to  her.  My  obiecliond 
10  this  resolulioii  are  twofold.  Tbe  first  is,  thai. 
if  carried  into  effect,  it  places  greater  means  of 
iojuriaj;  Qs  in  the  bands  of  our  enemy  than  she 
already  possesses;  and  ibe  second,  that  we  thall 
not  be  able  to  maintain  the  conrae  it  points  out 
for  any  length  of  time. 

Bf  tbe  icsotuiion  before  aa  wa  are  prohibited 


from  importing  from  Qreat  Britain  any  artietea, 
however  necessary  or  convenient  they  may  be; 
while,  at  the  same  time,  we  are  permitted  to  carry 
any  articles  to  her  market.  Tbe  effect  will  be, 
that  while  our  productions  are  acenmulating  la 
the  hands  of  the  British  manufaeturera  and  mei* 
chants,  they  will  have  no  meaos  of  paying  for 
ibeni ;  and  of  consequence  debts  to  a  very  Targa 
amount  will  beuoiDe  due  from  British  mercbaata 
to  American  citizens.  Even  at  the  present  day, 
I  bate  great  doobts  whether  there  are  not  greater 
sums  due  by  the  merchants  of  Qreat  Britain  ti» 
ihe  citizens  of  tbe  United  States  than  there  ara 
rrcorerable  debu  due  by  American  citixena  to 
them.  If  BO,  what  will  become  of  the  second  ex- 
pedient proposed  to  be  reaorted  10  by  my  eul- 
league,  that  of  sequestration  ?  The  balance  of 
injury,  instead  of  being  in  out  favor,  will  bo 
against  us.  If  my  coileaeue  had  looked  over  iba 
report  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  bad 
attended  10  the  amount  of  American  properly 
afloat,  he  would  bare  seen  that  there  is  not  lesa 
than  one  hundred  millions  of  dollar*  worth  of 
Americas  property  at  tbe  mercy  of  tbe  cruiser* 
of  Britain.  I  believe  that  the  naked  vessels,  inde- 
pendent of  tbe  products  thev  carry,  amount  ia 
value  to  more  than  thirty  millions  of  dollars.  It 
will  be  seen  thai  the  commerea  of  tbe  United 
States  in  exports  and  imports  amount  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  millions,  of  which  it  is  fair  to  cal- 
culate that  one-third  is  constantly  exposed  on  the 
ocean.  Of  this  amount  about  forty  millions  ii 
carried  on  between  tbe  United  States  and  the 
Power  with  whom  it  is  proposed  to  cut  off  inter- 
course. With  ibis  fact  staring  us  in  the  &ce, 
would  it  Ik  politic  to  expose  so  much  property  to 
tbe  retaliation  of  the  British  Ministry  1  Wtteo- 
the  gentleman  spoke  of  the  amount  of  Britisb 
depredations,  he  ought  to  have  ataiad  the  amount 
of  tboae  recently  eommitted.  I  believe  I  am  not 
very  wronginstatingthewholeamount  of  Ameri- 
can property  detained  by  British  cruisers  as  not 
exceeding  six  millions  of  dollars.  On  balancing, 
therefore  their  inieresls.  ought  the  United  Statea 
"I  resort  to  measure*  of  hosiilily;  to  measure* 
bich,  in  the  opinion  of  every  man,  will  juitify 
rPtaliaiionl 

Besides,  I  would  wish  my  colleague  to  show  nt 

how  we  are  to  be  supplied  with  articles  bereio- 

fore  derived  from  Qreat  Britain.    All  article*  nf 

.  mauuraoture,  hardware,  of  cotton  and  coarse 

iliens,  we  are  obliged  to  import  from  that  ial- 

land.    Froin  her  East  India  dominions  we  like- 

ise  import  a  great  variety  of  uaeful  articles; 

bile  from  her  Weal  India  islands  we  import  a 

great  portion  of  one  article,  spirits,  which  para 

—  tisth  of  our  whole  amount  of  duties,  tna 

lot  which  we  gel  from  bei  colonies  will  be 

found   to  be  two  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars. 

From    the   same  document  it  appears  that   the 

whole  of  this  article  imported  from  the  Britisb 

liolons  is  consumed  in  tbe  United  Statea.  Bat 

it  ia  said  that  we  may  find  a  substitute  for  \L    I 

Hcknowledge  it.    We  may  find  this  substitute  ia 

tbe  product*  of  out  domestic  dislillnles,  which 

pay  no  diities.    Ate  we  pcepared  to  aaeufine  a» 
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large  ■  {Art  ortinr  ttvtftKUf  at  itdttiiad  (rom  the 
i(B|Ki(iuion  }  For  ii  will  be  otuervfil  ihsl  other 
kiada  of  Kpiriis  an  in  ■  grrai  iBraHiie  exported 
from  the  United  anarei.  while  all  that  we  import 
IfOiQ  BriiiihiietileineniaiseoniuiDed  ia  thisoouo- 
Uy.  If  the  impoiiatjoa  o£  British  [DaDufafiior^* 
ia  pobibitqd,  1  ilo  noL  know  whence  we  are  to  be 
farniihed  wiih  the  arlielea  we  aland  in  ared  of. 
k  ia  true  that  Fiance  Nan  schm  ftaiof  maourao- 
liHca,  ajid  >he  lakea  off  aliout  a:  founh  part  of  the 
CDtton  exMricd  [rata  ihe  United  Stales.  Bui  are 
ve,  bf  thiR  Daeaaiira,  to  out  off  the  mftrket  of  the 
unciiliuriat.  for-  Ihia  aniele  lo  the  extent  of 
uneiy  tbouauiii  balaa  at  piBaeot  aauiwilf.  ex- 
por(«d  to  Orau  Briiaio? 

But  the.greai  and  nwierial  injiirf  to  the  United 
fttateawill  be  from  ihadeiiruciiOD  of  revenue  oc- 
euioaed  by  tbis  mewiire.  The  preamL  revenue 
nay  be  eatimaled  ai  tlS,000,OOQ,  of  which  the 
aam^  SMOOOOQis  paid  ou  iniporiaiions  from 
Oreal  BfilaiDBiHl  her  dependenotea.  We  tutve 
an  aanual  appropriaiien  of  98|0(K),000  for  the 
pay  DO  cot  of  lUe  principal  aod  mlerett  ef  ihe  pub- 
lie  debt.  We  have  been  engaged  la  fxtioguuh- 
iog  ihii  debt  foe  near  iw«niy  yean,  and  have  lo 
br  succeeded. 

It  is  a  probable  caled alios  I hal  if  we  remain  ai 
peace,  and  do  not  cut,  off  the  right  haad  of  our 
rrvenoe,  the  debt  will  be  eiiinguinhed  by  the  year 
1816.  To  me  this  is  an  object  aa  desirablB  as  il 
aao  he  lo  my  colleague.  I  do  not  therefore,  wish 
lo  deprife  the  GorcrDroeni  of  ibia  large  i>h are  of 
revenne  derived  from  duties  on  mNebandiae  im- 
ported from  Oreal  Britain. 

.  As  to  the  effects  at  thin  measure  on  Oreal  Brit- 
ain, I  might  acknowledge,  if  itcontd  be  perma- 
neot  thai  it  might  raise  a  clnnior  among  her  mer- 
ehaBtiBiMlmaDulBetnrer\whieh  might jndncc  the 
Itinisier  of  that  natioa  lo  relax  in  theeouraenow 
puraaed.  Bat  I.  will  appeal  to  aay  geatleman 
oOBTcrsant  with  the  state  of  the  eouiirry  from  tha 
peer  1793  to  ibis  tine,  loiay  whether  there  is 
Buy  protiability  ofottr  beiogaUe  to  endure  a  noo- 
imporisiivn  ot  British  goods  for  any  length  of 
ttmej  for  more  thao  about  six  or  eight  months. 
We  h^,ve  neither  Block  enough  on, hand. 
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na  to  do  so.  It  is  true  that  oar  mannfaciares  are 
■dfancing  surely,  though  slowlr,  and  I  may  slate 
in  cofroboraiion  of  ihis  fsol,  what  may  noi  geo- 
cnlly  be  koown,  that  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
manufactures  are  now  carried  on  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent thao  tfaey  were  forty  years  ago  in  the  town 
qf  BirtBingham.  But  can  we,  from  this  source, 
or  froai  foreign  marketa,  soppily  the  great  demand 
of  our  ciiizenal  No.  There  are  some  arlielea 
which  we  may  obiain  elaewberc.  Let  ns  then 
prohibit  the  imporUlioa  of  iherc  from  Britain. 
Let  ns  carry  suoh  a  itystem  aa  this  into  efTeci. 
One  which,  as  it  will  do  as  little  injury,  is  likt-ty 
to  be  permanent,  and  will  ihrrrforc  have  a  perma- 
nent infineace  on  Great  Britain. 

MyeuUeagne  has  allnded  to  Hie  measures  taken 
in  the  year  1793.  But  he  will  recollect  that  the 
order*  luned  by  the  British  Ooverament  at  that 
period  west  muob  futihtt  than  ike  priiwipl*  nnw  ■ 


libBCB  taoa. 


ael  up.  Besides,  ia  179:1,  the  spirit  of  this  eona- 
try  was  Tery  difiereot  from  that  which  now  pre- 
vaik  The  Revolutioa  of  France  had,  at  that 
time,  lekiodled  the  enihu^iaiia  of  our  own  Rero- 
luiioB,  and'  I  believe  i  abaU  not  ba  incotreci  ia 
saying  that  a  majority  of  oar  citizens  were  ia. 
fsTOir  of  drawing  the  sword  in  favor  of  Pnnee. 
1  ask,  if  ihat  is  the  eaae  now  ?  If  a  majoriiy  el 
the  people  of  Amerioa  are  ready  to  take  pari  with 
the  ttmpetot  Napoleon.?  And,  natwilb^taDdiDg 
the  measures  then  taken,  ia  1794  we  conelndtd  a 
tretly  which  sacrificed  ewything  we  bad  eaur 
tended  for,  and  for  which  I  believe  my  cotleyaa 
Toied,  at  leatt  for  a|>propriaiians  to  carjy.  it  iBto> 
operation.  If  this  was  the  i*Mu  of  violent  me**- 
urea,  1  atn  not  now  for  taking  tb«iB.  I  aa  act 
for  takiog  measnrea  wit icb  my  colleague  says  wiU 
strike  at  the  viiala  of  Great  Briuin.  hot  whielL 
he  says  at  the  same  time,  will  not  be  a  ctttse  of 
war.  I  atn,  oq  the  contrary,  in  favor  of  Mcb 
measores  as  we  are  able  to  csrry  inio  effi^ct,  and 
which  may  be  adopted  vtlbout  pertnueol  iniary 
to  DUraeUes. 

Mr.  CaowjiiiraBiSLD.— Th«  genderaan  frooL 
Pet)  nay  I  van  ia.  who  has  last  spoken,  regrets  that 
this  subject  has  been  taken  up  so  oooa,  bnl  I  te- 
Krei  it  has  not  beeo  taken  Uj>  an  earlier  period. 
Although,  after  I  found  ceTtato  loformsiioo  esllel 
for,  1  moved  for  other  documents,  ealeolaied  to 
shed  further  light  on  the  subject,  yet  I  (beo  said, 
and  1  am  still  iioavinced  that  this  iaforinstiDa 
could  not  influeoce  my  decMion  oa  the  mbjeet 
under  eoaaideraiion.  The  dDcumenti  called  for. 
are,  however,  now  before  as,  and  it  apptari  ibat 
the  balance  of  trade  between  the  Uailed  States 
and  Great  Britain  is  frcta  eleven  lo  twelve  wit- 
liana  against  us.  Tbi*  difference  w*  omoUiged 
10  iBBka  up  by  remitianoai  in  easfa  or  biJb  front 
other  countries;  when,  if  we  did  aol  pttrebase  of 
ber  mors  ibau  we  sell  to  her,  we  should  not  owe 
this  aanual  balaaee,  and  (he  amouni  woold  sore- 
ly be  returned  to  the  United  States  very  probably 
in  cash,  as  a  balance  in  our  favor  from  Other  EMf 
ropean  nations.  The  trade,  there fure,  with  Great 
Britain,  lo  for  as  relates  to  the  balaoce,  is  dind- 


lerially  injure  us,  while  it  will  iafliotliitle injury 
on  Qieat  Briuin.  But  there  ean  be  ••  dtvUlha 
measure  it  coniemi^ies  will  injure  Onat  Britain 
vastly  mote  than  it  will  injure  us.  Great  Britain 
has,  withoni  any  cause  whaievN,  condcnBed  oar 
vessels  engaged  in  the  carriaee  oF  colocisl  pfo- 
ductioDS,  the  bonafidt  property  of  American  citi- 
zens. The  gentleoMn  has  acknowledged  thai 
these  capiarBs  may  amount  to  six  millioDs  of  dol- 
lars. I  do  001  kitow  the  amouni,  bat  if  the  adjo- 
dieations  continue,  I  believe  it  will  soon  eiernl 
that  sum.  But  if  the  amount  did  not  exceed  one 
million,  we  are  bound  in  duly  to  protect  our  cart- 
chanis.  The  gentleman,  in  his  remarks,  goes  on 
the  calculation  that  Great  Britain  will  go  to  wai 
with  us  if  we  adopt  this  resolution.  But  I  hate 
no  such  idea.  If,  however,.!  held  that  opinion,! 
should  not  on  that  account  withhold  my  approha- 
tion  ftc»t  it.    Becsoat  I  bolicie  if  a  wttt  ahonU 
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tkfce  phee,  the  United  Sutrn  will  hare  «  gnat 
adHBtage  over  Oreat  Britain.  We  should  be 
abia,  iQ  ibat  ereai,  to  fit  out  a  gmt  namber  of 
prisateera,  and  w«  ihovtd  nake  itro  cKptarea  to 
their  one.  If  ■  war  ihontd  take  place,  which  I 
■do  oot  h«sitata  to  ■&)>  1  Bfaoald  7retilj[  depneaic, 
we  iiboDid  lake  nriee  aa  mg«h  of  their  proiieriy 
as  they  woaM  take  of  oara.  Bat  we  are  not,  by 
the  adaption  of  tbiB  molutioti,  about  10  enter  iato 
war  with  Great  Britain.  No  aoch  thing  \a  in  the 
«oii*MiiplBiioaafaDy^enileinaii.  Wean  merely 
abuiit  to  prohibit  iheioiportatioD  of  British  good: 
in  eonieqaaoee  of  het  haviog  «eiwd  oar  veMr)' 
eofafed  in  earrring  on  a  lawfol  commerce,  and 
in  eooseqaeoee  of  nerr  teisore  of  Aiaerieaa  ' 
seat  pntetled  by  the  Anerieaa  tMg. 

With  r^onl  to  the  meanire  eo  mem  plated  hy 
the  reeolonon,  I  hope  that  Oreat  Britain  will  not 
^permit  it  10  go  into  operation ;  that  she  Mil,  im 
the  contrary,  on  nnuire  reBeoiion,  grre  tit  hack 
the  property  the  has  wroogfally  lakes  hom  ds  and 
liberate  our  Mamea  from  the  captirily  in  whiah 
ahe  dcMlaa  them. 

With  regard  tolhn  obaprVatio*  of  the  gvntle- 
nan,  tetatireto  aar  inabitiiy  toeanpI)p«uiael*ea 
with  the  goods  we  gel  from  her  aettmnenta  in  the 
°~  It  Indies,  I  Lbitik.ii  imper  W obaerve  that  they 


getting  a  euffieieDt  ^aantily  of  apirils,  aotwiih- 
ataniing  the  adopttM  of  Ttiii  renolatioti.  Bui 
•vpipora  we  nnuld  not  obtain  a  utfficient  quantity 
-of  rtnn,  or  manufactared  article*  for  enr  ordihkiy 
•upply,  and  the  i«f enae  ihoalj  be  thereby  affeet- 
ed  for  a  timk  W*  nngfat  not  to  be  gorerned  by 
thii  c«a(iri<imiioB.  But  I  believe  the  indtntry 
-and  enterpriae  of  oar  arerehaati  wnald  wmn  dk- 
tain  from  oihN  raarheti,  a  aulBct«yi  mpply  of 
-eray  aTtiole^  woellen  goods,  pertiapa,  excepted. 

In  Norember,  1793^  Cheat  Britain  adopted  a 
similar  priDciplewithT^aTd  toihe  colon ia It rade. 
«!tcept  Itnt  the  orders  istned  at  that  thae  went 
fuTife^  than  the  present  priaeiple.  In  eea«e- 
qnenca  of  these  onlera  four  or  Sre  hundred  of  oar 
TesMrii  were  seized.  Brery  one  knom  IhelBOn- 
ductofibeAroericaaGvTeroinent  at  that  time.  A 
treaty  was  fioally  made  in  whtoh  Greet  Britain  pro- 
-mitied  to  pay  fbr  the  aggreMtoni  eommitled  by  her 
Vnsrhonneutrslrighit.  Bntneariyienyeanelaps- 
ed  before  onimerchanbireceiradeonipennilTon  for 
theirluMs.  Thia  principle  iflept  tilt  1801.  Great 
Britain  did  not  find  it  coaTeaieM  to  call  i1  again 
into  erisicnee  before  thit  time.    It  then  appears 


Hawkesbtirr.  that  the  atiempted  10  renew  it  at  ih4s 
time.  Mr.  King,  howerer,  remonRtratcd;  and  he 
finally  reoeired  a  note  from  Lord  Hlwkesbuty. 
who  had  referred  the  nibject  to  iha  Attorney 
Oeoenl  of  Great  Britain,  admiiiiag  that  the  sei- 
zure, under  thin  principle,  was  not  warrantable. 
The  opinion  is  this:  that  the  heulnl  has  a  rishl 
to  carry  oa  a  comraeree  with  the  enemies'  oolomes. 
That  the  CDnttnaiiy  of  the  voyage  it  broken 
when  tiie  teinra  cargo  is  landM  in  the  neairal 
ennatry^aad  hw  fM  dudaa  ttaa^  and  that  iba 


gi»ds  ean  afterwards  be  aitfely  traniporled  to 
any  betligereot  country  in  Europe,  in  (he  same 
lioitom  00  which  ibey  were  originally  imftoried, 
or  on  any  other  ncuintl  buitom  whatever.  This 
appears  to  have  Settled  ihe  queeiion,  and  numer- 
ous dec  isioas  in  England  bjih  before  and  sioee 
that  time  haveeooGrmed  ibephDcipleasacorrcet 
one.  But  Botwithiiaodiog  alt  this,  to  onr  aston- 
ishneat,  the  same  adjudications  hare  been  i«- 
aetved.  and  the  same  fHinciple,  eonsidertd  as  aban- 
doned test  war,'is  bow  revived.  In  the  Ckrly  part 
of  the  last  aummer  we  Sad  it  once  more  brougbt 
into  exisieoce.  aad  the  foUowiog  ease  was  mada 
use  of,  a*  a  fit  prateat,  to  warrant  ttfe  new  cap- 
tures which  were  intendad  should  betaade  andai 
ihie'eitraOrdiaarydecisiooof  tbecDOrtorappeals: 
la  th*  latter  part  of  the  late  war  which  was  ttf- 
mioaied  by  tbe  treaty  of  Amietls.  aa  Amvricwi 
vessel  was  carried  loio  the  blaail  Of  New  Pravi- 
deace,  and  adjndieated.  Aa  adpeal  was  eafrial 
to  Great  Britain,  where  the«DiidemnuiOa  was  af- 
Sraied  on  the  pottod  that  she  was  eaniyiag  on  a 
trade  during  war  wbioh  Was  aot  alluwed  ie  lime 
of  peace.  Under  this  deciiika  the  oraiMn  Of 
Qreai  Britain  have  seized  a  graat  nunher  af 
Mhervesaels.  Iknowthisease  partlealarly.  The 
vasael  I  have  referred  to,  was  the  Baaez,  Caot^ 
Orae.  There  Was  a  diiact  iraporiatioa  d  hv 
cargo  into  Salem,  iaMassaehttsetis;  after  rematn- 
ing  stored  three  or  four  weeks,  the  duties  havblg 
been  paid,  it  was  shipped  for  the  Havana.  Oa 
her  pas.iBge  to  Havana,  she  waa  seized,  and  ai- 
judiealed  in  New  Providence.  There  was  an 
appeal,  and  after  remaining  nearly  four  yeart  un- 
decided, the  judgment  it  at  last  eoofirmed  ia  Eng- 
land, niid  the  capture  of  American  veseda  ceia- 
meoeea.  Can  we  put  up  with  aoch  deeisioaaf 
Can  we  agree  to  them?  If  this  principle  be  ^ 
lowed,  I  deaira  to  know  whether  (he  whole  carry- 
ing trade  of  the  United  Siatvi  will  Hot  eventn- 
aUybeMorifieed?  Bythecerryiagtrade,  1  mran 
the  direct  trade  m  and  from  the  colonies,  ai  well 
as  lo'  Europe^  If  we  acquiesce  in  their  captarimr 
a  part.  Great  Briteio  will  extend  her  capiurvsstiQ 
farther,  and  snake  a  awevp  of  our  whole  tratle. 
For  tay  pan,  I  am  not  willing  to  make  ibiB  sac- 
nfiee;  if  it  were  no  more  than  a  million  I  coidd 
aOt  agree  to  it. 

Ai  to  the  impressment  of  onr  seamen,  that  loo 
is  a  subject  of  moxi  serious  eom|^einl.  Wa  have 
callikl  for  a  document  on  this  point,  which  uufbr- 
tunalely  is  not  yet  on  onr  tables.  It  is  so  eiteii- 
and  tbe  informaiion  drawn  from  aaoh  vari- 
Ibe  Secretary  of  Slate  has  not 

nderstood,  that 

ibova  3,000.    Duriacit 
ir  Great  Britain  impressed  upwards  uf  SOOO  uf 
r  seamen,  of  which  she  restored   1, £00.  proved 
he  American,  and  800  remained  in  her  poMca- 
in  at  the  peaoe.    In  the  short  period  of  two 
years  she  has  impresstd  3,000  seamen.    I  helieva 
that  we  are  bound,  by  all  peaceable  means,  to  ob- 
tain the  libetatim  aftlK«e  men.    Lately,  oae  of 
oar  I'rigaiea  was  shipwrsrked  off  Tripoli,  and  300 
«aca  Ikfceii  oapttvea.    WaJMrntd lately  puscd« 


10  present  it.     We  have,  however, 
lat  tbe  number  of  our   impresaetl 
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n«w  ■ppropriiiioa  bill,  and  wni  oat  Mveral  ad- 
diiionalfrlgain.  Tbe  affiir  bat  i«rmi Dated  hon- 
onblf  to  our  eountrf ,  and  our  Msmpn  «r«  relAwd. 
Will  we  not  DOW  do  as  mueb  Tor  3,000  ■eRmni, 
uwe  ibcD  did  for  300,  which  are  but  a  tenih 
part?  After  the  courae  we  are  now  taking, 
■honld  Britain  persiat  in  her  captorM  and  id  ber 
oppremive  trealment  ofour  ceameo,  and  ntute  to 
^Te  them  np,  I  would  not  hesitaie  to  meet  her 
ID  war.  But,  at  I  obaerTed  before,  1  do  not  beliere 
Great  Brilain  will  go  to  war.  Our  trade  is  too 
TalaitMe  to  her.  She  knows,  too,  that  in  sach  an 
■▼ent  she  will  low  her  Eastern  provinces.  The 
Btatei  of  Vermont  and  ManachuMttt  will  ask  no 
other  assistance  than  ifaeir  own  miliiia  to  take 
Canada  and  Nora  Scotia.  Some  of  her  West 
India  inlands  will  likewise  fall.  She  knows  also 
other  Ihiaga.  Her  subjects  own  sixteen  millions 
ot  the  old  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  ewut 
inillioDi  ot  the  Loutsiaoa  stock,  and  three  or  four 
tnillioMbankitock,  and  harepriTSie  debts  to  the 
•moDDt  of  ten  or  twelre  million*;  amonnling  In 
the  whole  to  vt^ilf  toHj  mitlioDs  of  dollars. 
Will  Qreat  Britain,  b]r  goiog  to  war,  risk  her  pro- 
Tincet,  and  thi«  large  amount  of  propertfl  I 
think  she  will  not  put  m  muefa  to  hazard.  J  be- 
lieve she  will  take  ko  othe>  steps  thaD  are  otaal 
with  regard  to  neutral  trade.  As  I  said  before, 
the  risk  of  a  eontraiy  e<rarse  will  be  too  gmi. 
Her  Miniaier  ia  now  tryinff  •  lysieiD.  the  coniio- 
■anee  in  which  will  depend  on  us.  He  means  to 
Me  bow  much  w«san  bear.  By  thUtiep  wethnll 
pal  10  end  (o  it.  If,  before  it  ^oes  into  effect,  we 
five  hlin  lime  to  reflect,  he  will,  rather  than  ei- 
perience  the  injur*  that  menaces  his  eouatry,  jmy 
for  the  property  ih>t  has  been  condemned,  and 
lelease  our  seamen.  Under  these  circumstances, 
>nd  Tiewinv  the  resolution  a«  a  pacific  measare, 
I  hop^  it  whI  be  adopted  nDaDimoaslj. 

Mr.  J.  Randolth.— I  am  extTemeff  afnid,  *ir, 
that  (0  hr  as  it  may  depend  on  my  acquaintaoee 
with  detaila  eonneeted  with  the  subject,  I  hare 
Terf  little  right  to  address  you,  for  in  truth,  I  hare 
■ot  yet  seen  the  doenments  from  the  Treasury, 
which  were  called  for  some  time  sgo,  to  direct 
the  judgment  of  this  House  in  the  decision  of  the 

restion  DOW  before  you ;  and,  indeed  after  what 
hare  this  day  heard,  I  no  longer  require  that 
AocnmeM  or  any  other  document — indeed  I  do 
Bot  know  that  I  erer  should  bare  required  it — to 
TOIeonifaereioluiioDof  thegeatlemaorroraPeno- 
Bylvania.  If  I  had  entertained  any  doubta  th» 
'  would  have  been  removed  by  the  style  in  which 
the  friends  of  the  reaolntion  have  this  morning 
4iaens«ed  it.  I  am  perfectly  aware,  that  on  en- 
tering upon  this  subject,  we  go  into  it  manacled, 
handcuffed,  and  tongue-tied ;  geniletaeD  know  that 
our  lips  are  scaledj  on  subjects  of  momeniaaa  for- 
eign relations,  which  are  indissolubly  linked  with 
the  preaent  question,  and  which  wonld  serve  to 
throw  a  great  light  on  it  in  every  respect  relevant 
to  it.  1  will,  however,  endeavor  to  hobble  over 
the  aubjeet,  as  well  as  my  fettered  limbs  and  pal- 
aicd  tongna  will  enable  me  to  do  it. 

I  am  Dot  surprised  to  hear  this  resolution  dis- 
•uaaed  bj  its  fiiciida  oa  a  war  meowrc.    They  say 


(it  is  true)  that  it  is  not  a  war  measure;  bat  they 
defend  it  on  piinciples  which  would  justifr  Dane 
but  war  measures,  end  seem  pleated  with  the 
idea  thai  it  may  prove  the  foieraoner  of  war.  If 
war  i*  neeettary — if  we  have  reached  ibii  point- 
let  us  have  war.  But  while  1  have  life,  I  will 
never  consent  to  these  incipent  war  meaMires, 
which,  in  their  commencement  breathe  uoihiag 
but  peace,  thoUKh  they  plnnge  at  taut  into  war. 
It  bat  been  welfobserved  bv  the  gentleman  fron 
PeDntyUania  behind  me  (Mr.  J.  Clat)  ihat  the 
siiuaiioD  of  this  naiion  in  I7B8,  wu  iu  every  re- 
spect difierent  from  thai  in  which  it  SimIb  itself  ■■ 
1806.  Let  me  ask,  too,  if  the  situation  of  Bng- 
laad  is  not  aioee  materially  changed  1  OeniU- 
men  who,  it  would  appear  from  (heir  langu^c, 
have  not  got  beyond  the  hora-book  of  politic^ 
talk  of  our  ability  to  cope  with  the  British  navy, 
and  tell  us  of  the  war  of  out  Revolution.  What 
was  tbe  aiiuation  of  Oreat  Britain  then?  She 
was  then  cooteediog  for  the  empire  of  iheBritiak 
ebannel,  barely  able  to  maictaiu  a  doobiful  equal- 
ity with  her  enemies,  over  whoin  she  never  gained 
thesuperioriiy  until  Rodney's  vielory  of  iheiweirih 
ofApriL  What  is  her  presmt  aitiution  I  Tlw 
combined  fleet*  of  France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  aio 
diatipaied,  they  no  longer  exist.  I  am  not  aofr- 
priaed  to  hear  men  advocate  these  wild  opinioMT 
to  Bee  them  goaded  on  by  a  spirit  of  mercaDlile- 
avarice,  stiaining  their  feeble  •treugth  to  eieiie 
the  notioB  lo  war.  when  they  bare  reached  tbia 
stage  of  infatuation,  that  we  are  on  over-mateh 
for  Oreat  Bduio  on  the  ocean.  It  i«  mere  watte 
of  lime  to  reaMn  with  such  person*.  They  do 
not  deserve  anything  like  aerioiu  refuiatioB.  The 
proper  argument*  forsnch  statesmen  arc  astrai^hl 
waistcoat,  adark  rocHn,  water  grnel,  and  depletion^ 
It  ho*  always  appeared  to  me  thai  ihore  an 
three  points  to  be  coosidered,  and  matordy  cow 
fidereil,  before  we  can  be  prepared  to  vote  for  th« 
resuluiioo  of  the  gentleman  from  Peauylvaniai 
First.  Our  ability  lo  eonteod  with  Oreat  Britain 


thai!  beseliledtSirmatively,  the  manaer  in  which 
we  can,  with  the  greatnt  effect,  re-act  apon  and 
annoy  our  adversary. 

Now  the  geatleoian  from  Maasaehiueti*  (Hi. 
CaowMiNBUiELD^  has  settled  at  a  single  sweep, 
to  use  one  of  his  hivor ite  expressions,  ooC  only  thu 
we  are  capable  of  con  lending  with  Oreat  Briuin 
on  the  ocean,  but  that  we  are  actually  her  aope- 
rior.  Whence  doe*  the  gentleman  deduce  this 
iolerencel  Because,  truly,  at  that  time  when 
Oreat  Britain  was  not  miatressof  tbe  ocean,  when 
a  North  was  her  prime  minister,  a  Sandwich  tbe 
first  lord  of  her  admiral  ty.  when  she  woagorerned 
by  a  counting-house  adminisiraiion,  privateers  of 
this  coUDiry  trespassed  on  her  comaterce  1  So,  loa^ 
did  ihe  cruisers  of  Dunkirk ;  al  that  day  Suffrein 
held  the  mastery  of  tiie  Indian  sea*.  But  wbai  is 
tbe  case  now  1  Do  geademen  remember  the  cap- 
ture of  Cornwallis  on  land,  beeaure  De  Grasse 
maintained  the  dominion  of  (he  ooean  ?  To  my 
mind  no  pOsiiioB  is  mure  clear,  than  that  if  we  go 
to  war  with  Oreat  Btuniu,  Chulestoa  oad  Bostoo, 
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tbe  Clienp«>ke  lad  the  Hadtou,  will  be  ittTnied 
ij  Britiib  squdrons.  Will  yoD  nli  od  tfae  Count 
De  Orssse  to  relieTe  rbem,  or  shall  we  apply  to 
Admiral  Onviaa.  or  Admiral  Villeneuve  to  raise 
the  blockade  1  But  you  hare  not  only  a  pronfiect 
at  gatherioff  glory,  and  what  Mem*  to  the  geolle- 
mae  from  Massac huaetia,  much  dearer,  profit,  fay 
prirateering,  but  yon  will  be  able  id  make  a  cod- 
ODest  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia.  Indeed  I  Then, 
nr.  we  shall  catch  a  Tartar.  I  conress,  bowe*er, 
I  have  no  deiire  to  see  the  Senators  and  Repre- 
seDtalires  of  the  Canadiaii  French,  or  of  the 
tones  and  refagees  of  Nora  Scotia,  sittiD^on  this 
floor  or  that  of  the  other  House — to  see  them 
becoming  members  of  the  Union,  and  participa- 
ting  equally  in  onr  political  rights.  And  on  wnat 
other  principle  would  Ihe  geoilenian  from  Massa- 
ehaseita  be  for  iDcorporatiug  those  provinces  with 
ml  Or  on  what  ainer principle  could  it  be  done 
nnder  Ihe  Constitniioal  If  the  gentleman  has 
BO  other  bounty  Id  offer  us  for  going  to  war,  than 
theincorporatioD  of  Canada  and  NoTa  Scotia  with 
the  Untied  States;,  1  am  for  remaining  at  peace. 

What  ti  ibe  question  in  dispute?  The  narrying 
tnde.  What  part  of  it  f  The  fair,  ihe  honeat,aod 
the  vaefol  trade  that  ia  engaged  in  carrying  our 
vwn  prodneiioos  to  foreign  raarltFis,  and  bringina; 
Iwck  their  productions  in  exchange?  No,  sir.  It 
ia  (bat  carrying  trade  which  coren  enemy's  prop- 
erly, and  carries  the  eoSce,  the  sugar,  and  other 
Weat  India  prodacts,  to  the  mother  country.  No, 
■ir,  if  this  great  agricnltoral  nation  ia  to  be  gor- 
naed  by  Salem  and  Boston,  New  York  and  Phil- 
adelphia, and  Baltimore  and  Norfolk  and  Char- 
leaton,  let  ^ntlemen  come  out  and  say  so;  and 
Jet  ■commiliee  of  pnUic  safety  be  appointed  from 
lho»e  towns  to  carry  on  the  QoTernmenl.  I,  for 
one,  will  not  morlsnge  roy  property  and  m^  lib- 
erty, 10  carry  on  this  trade.  The  naiion  said  so 
seTen  years  ago — I  said  so  then,  and  1  sayso  now. 
It  ia  not  for  the  honest  carrying  trade  of  America, 
bnt  for  this  mushroom,  this  fungus  of  war — for  a 
tndewhich,  as  soon  asihe  nations  of  Enropesreat 
peace,  will  no  longer  exist,  it  is  for  tbia  that  the 
■pirit  of  araricious  traffic  would  plnnge  ns  into 
war. 

J  am  forcibly  struck  on  this  occasion  by  the  re- 
eoilection  of  a  remark  made  by  one  of  the  ablest 
(if  not  the  booesiest)  Ministers  that  England  ever 
prodoced.  1  mean  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  said 
that  the  country  gentlemen  (poor  meek  souls  I) 
came  up  every  year  lo  be  sheared — that  they  laid 
nnte  and  patient  whilst  their  fleeces  were  taking 
off — bat  that  if  he  touched  a  single  bristle  of  the 
commercial  interest,  the  whole  stye  was  in  an  up- 
roar. It  was  indeed  shearing  the  ht^ — "great  cry 
and  little  wool." 

Bui  we  are  asked,  are  we  willing  to  bend  the 
neck  toBnglacd  ;  to  submit  to  her  outrages  1  No, 
dr,  I  ansiKr,  that  tt  will  be  time  enough  for  na  to 
Tindicete  the  violation  of  oar  flag  on  the  oeemn. 
when  they  shall  hare  told  us  what  they  have  done 
in  resentment  of  the  violaiion  of  the  actual  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  by  Spain — the  true  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  Stales,  not  your  new-fancied 
cooDtry  over  iha  Misaiaiippi,  Imk  the  good  idd  Uni- 


ted States — part  of  Georgia,  of  the  old  thirieea 
Stales — where  citizen*  bare  l)een  lahen,  not  from 
our  ships,  but  from  our  actual  territory.  When 
genilemeohareiaken  thepadlockfromour mouthy 
I  shall  be  ready  to  tell  them  what  I  will  do,  rela- 
tive to  our  dispute  wiih  Britain,  on  the  law  of  na- 
tions, on  eoniraband.  and  such  stuC 

I  hare  anoiber  objeciion  to  this  course  of  pro- 
ceeding, Qreat Britain,  when  she  seesit  willsay 
the  American  people  have  great  caoie  of  dissatis- 
faction with  Spain.  She  will  see  by  (he  docomeott 
furnished  by  the  Pmideni.  tint  Spain  has  outraged 
our  terriioiy,  pirated  upon  our  com mereCi  and  im- 
prisoned our  ciiicensj  and  she  will  inquire  what 
we  hare  done?  It  is  trne,  she  will  receive  n» 
answer.but  she  mnst  know  what  we  have  not  done. 
She  will  see  that  we  hare  not  repelled  these  out- 
rages, nor  mndeaoy  addition  to  oar  arm^  and  navy 
— nor  even  classed  the  militia.  No,  sir  not  one 
df  your  militia  generals  in  politics  has  marshalled 
a  single  brigade. 

Although  I  bare  said  it  would  be  time  enongh 
to  answer  the  qoestion  which  gentlemen  hare  pnt 
lo  me  when  tbey  shall  hare  answered  mine^  yet 
as  I  do  not  like  Ions  prorogations  I  will  girethera 
an  answer  now.  I  will  nerer  consent  to  go  t« 
war  for  that  which  I  cannot  protect.  I  deem  it 
no  sacrifice  of  dignity  to  say  lo  the  Leriatfaan  of 
the  deep — we  are  unable  to  contend  with  you  in 
yonr  own  element,  but  if  you  come  within  out 
actual  limits  we  will  shed  our  last  drop  of  blood 
in  tbeir  defence.  In  such  an  erenl  I  would  feel, 
not  mson,and  obey  an  impulse  which  never  ha^ 
which  never  can  deceive  me. 

France  is  at  war  wiih  England — suppose  bet 
power  on' the  continent  of  Enrope  no  greater  than 
It  is  on  the  ocean.  How  would  she  make  her  en- 
emy feet  iti  There  would  be  a  perfect  non-con- 
duct or  between  them.  Bo  with  the  United  States 
and  England— she  scarcely  presents  to  us  a  vnl- 
nerable  point.  Her  commerce  is  now  carried  on 
for  the  most  part  in  fleets — where  in  single  ship* 
they  are  siont  and  well  armed — very  different  from 
the  state  of  her  trade  during  the  American  war, 
when  bet  merchantmen  became  the  prey  of  paltry 
privateers.  Oreat  Britain  has  been  loo  loo^  at 
war  with  thethree  most  powerful  mariiime  nationa 
of  Europe  not  to  have  learnt  how  lo  protect  her 
trade.  She  can  afford  convoy  lo  it  all — she  baa 
eight  hundred  ships  in  commission,  the  navies  of 
her  enemies  are  annihilated.  Thus  this  war  has 
presented  the  new  and  curious  political  spectacle 
of  a  regular  annual  increase  (and  to  an  imraense 
amount)  of  her  imnorta  and  exports,  and  tonnage 
and  revenue  and  all  ihe  insignia  of  accumulating 
wesllh,  whilst  in  every  former  war,  without  ex- 
ception, these  have  aufferpd  a  greater  or  less  dim- 
inution.  And  wherefore?  Becsuse  she  has  driven 
France,  Spain.and  Holland  from  the  ocean.  Their 
marine  is  no  more.  I  verily  believe  that  len  En- 
glish shipt-oft he-line  would  not  decline  a  meeiing 
wiih  the  combined  fleets  of  those  nations.  1  fore- 
warn [he  gentleman  from  Mawtachusetts  and  hia 
constitnentH  of  Salem,  that  all  iheir  gulden  hopes 
are  rain.  Iforewarn  themof  the  exposure  of  tbeir 
ttade  beyond  the  Cape  of  CMod  Hope  (or  now 
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tioo  or  bombardment, 
into  war  by  a  set  of  meo,  who 
its  commeDcenieDt  may  becompelUd  lo  take  rel- 
Vge  with  UBUp  in  the  couotryl  And  for  what) 
A  mere  fungas — »  mushroom  production  of  var 
in  Enrope,  which  will  diMppear  with  the  first  re- 
turo  of  peace — aa  uofuir  trade.  For  is  there  a  man 
M)or«dulous  a«  to  believe  that  we  pi»seu  a  capital 
not  only  equal  lo  what  may  be  called  our  ows 
proper  trade,  but  large  enoa^h  also  to  innamit  to 
the  respective  pareoi  Stales  the  vast  and  wealthy 
products  of  the  French,  Spaniab  and  Dutch  colo- 
Diesl  It  isbcyoadlheheliefof  any  rational  being. 
But  this  is  not  my  only  otuectioo  to  eniering  upon 
ibis  naval  warfare.;  lamavenetoaaaval  war  with 
any  oalioo  whatever.  I  was  opposed  loihe  naval 
war  of  the  last  Administraiion,  and  lamas  ready 
to  oppose  a  naval  war  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion, should  they  medilaie  such  a  tUeasure.  What  1 
■ball  this  great  mammoth  of  the  Americaa  forest 
leave  bis  native  element  and  plunfe  into  the  water 
in  a  mad  contest  with  iha  shark?  Let  him  beware 
that  hi*  proboscis  is  not  bitten  off  in  the  engage- 

Jient.  Let  him  stay  on  shore,  and  not  be  excited 
y  the  rausclH  and  periwialiles  on  the  strand,  or 
folitical  bearsj^io  a  boat  to  venture  on  the  perils 
of  the  deep.  Gentlemen  say  will  you  not  protect 
you  f  violated  rights?  and  I  say  why  take  lo  water, 
iwhere  you  can  neither  £ght  nor  swim.  Look,  ai 
Fiance — see  her  veuels  ■tealing  from  port  to  port 
OD  her  own  coait-'aDd  remember  that  she  is  the 
iBrsl  military  t*ower  of  the  earth,  and  aa  a  naval 
iple  second  only  lo  England.  Take  away  ihe 
.Iriiisb  navy,  and  France  lo-monow  ia  the  lyraoi 
air  the  occBD. 

This  brinip  me  to  ijie  a^ond  point.  How  fat 
ia  it  politic  in  the  United  Statea  to  throw  their 
Weight  into  the  scale  of  France  at  this  moment, 
from  whatever  motive — (o  aid  the  views  of  her 
gigantic  ambition — to  make  her  mistress  of  the 
aea  and  land — to  jeopardize  the  liberties  of  maO' 
kind?  Sir,  you  may  help  to  crush  GrealBriiain, 
yon  may  aaaisl  in  breaking  down  her  naval  do- 
minion, but  you  cannot  snceeed  lo  it.  The  iron 
Meptre  of  the  ocean  will  pans  into  his  hsads  who 
waan  the  iron  crown  of  the  land.  You  may 
then  eapect  a  new  code  of  maritime  law.  Where 
will  you  look  for  redress?  1  can  tell  the  genile- 
man  from  filaEM«hui<eits  tbac  there  is  nothing  in 
his  rule  of  three  that  will  save  us,  even  although 
lie  should  out-do  himself,  and  exceed  the  financial 
ingenuity  which  he  bo  memorably  dixplayed  on  a 
iCcent  occBsioo.  No, sir,  let  the  uittle  of  Aciium 
be  once  fooght,  and  the  whole  line  of  seacuast 
.will  be  ai  the  meicy  of  Ihe  conqueror.  The  At- 
laoiic,  deep  and  wide  as  ii  is,  will  prove  just  as 
food  a  barrier  against  bis  ambition,  if  directed 

rinst  you,  as  ihe  Mediterranean  to  the  power  of 
Caj<ars.  Do  I  mean  (when  I  say  so)  to  crouch 
to  the  itivaderl  No  I  1  will  meet  hiid  at  the 
water's  edge,  and  fight  every  inch  of  groand  from 
tbence  to  the  mou mains— from  the  mououina  to 
the  Miuissippi.  But  after  tamely  submitting  to 
^  outrage  on  youi  domicil,  will  you  hully  tuid 
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,1  have  yeia  more  coseot  reason agaimt 
going  to  war,  for  the  honor  of  the  fl^gin  ibe  nar- 
row seas,  or  any  other  maritime  'puoetilio.  It 
springs  ft«m  my  atiachineai  to  the  Quvernment 
under  which  I  live.  1  deelare,  in  the  face  of  day, 
thai  this  Government  was  not  instituted  lor  tbc 
purposes  of  oSensife  war.  Nol  It  wm  frao»e4 
(to  use  Its  own  laoguagr)  "  for  the  coinmoB  de- 
fence and  the  general  welfare,"  which  are  ineo»- 
listen t  with  offennve  war.  I  call  that  offeBiive 
war,  which  goaa  out  of  onr  jurisdiclioa  and  lim- 
its for  the  attainment  or  proteotioo  of  objecta,DM 
within  those  limits, and  that  juriadictioo.  AJia 
1798  I  was  opposed  to  this  apeciea  of  warfare,  be- 
cause 1  believed  it  would  raze  tha  Conatituiion  te 
its  very  fuuodaiiou — so,  in  1S06. 1  am  opposed  1» 
it,  and  00  tbe  same  grounds.  No  aooaer  do  yon 
put  tbe  Constitution  to  this  use — to  a  (est  which 
U  is  by  no  means  calculated  to  endure — thaa  iia 
incompetency  becomes  maotfeBt,  and  apparent  (O 
all.  1  fear  if  you  go  into  a  forei^  war,  (m  a  cir- 
cuitous, unfair  carrying  trade,  you  will  oomcont 
without  your  Constiiotion.  Have  nut  yon  eon- 
tractors  enough  yet  in  this  House?  Ot,doyoa 
want  to  be  overrun  and  devoured  by  commissaiiea, 
and  all  the  vermin  of  contract?  1  faar,  sir,  that 
what  are  called  "  the  energy  men"  will  riae  np 

Zin — men  who  will  barn  the  paicbmenL  We 
II  be  told  that  our  Oovernmeoi  is  too  fKe{  or, 
as  they  would, say,  weak  and  inefficient.  Much 
virtue,sir,  in  terms!  That  we  masl give ihtPrea- 
ident  power  to  call  forth  the  rcMiurcea  of  tbe  na- 
tion. That  ia,  to  filch  the  last  shilling  from  uut 
pockets — to  drain  the  last  drop  of  Uuod  from  onr 
veini.  I  amagainstgiving  this  power  (oanyoMi^ 
be  he  who  he  may.  The  Americaa  peooJe  mast 
either  withhold  this  power,  or  resign  iheirlibertiea. 
There  is  no  other  aiternative.  Nothiag  but  iha 
most  imperious aeceMiLy  will  jastify saeh  agrant 
Andis  tharea  powerfuleoemyatoardoon?  Yot 
may  begin  with  a  First  Conaul.  From  tbatchty' 
sails  state  he  soon  becomea  an  Emperoi.  Yea 
.  have  your  cboiop.  It  depends  upoo  your  deeijoa 
whether  you  v^ill  be  a  free,  happy,  and  uoited  peo- 
ple at  home,  or  the  light  of  your  Gsecutive  Maj- 
esty shall  beam  across  tbe  Auantk  in  one  geaeial 
blaze  of  the  public  liberty. 

For  my  pari,  1  will  never  go  to  war  hot  in  selC- 
detence.  1  have  no  desire  for  cooqueais — no  aiB- 
bition  to  possess  Nova  Scotia.  I  hold  the  libctiies 
of  this  people  at  a  higher  rate.  Much  mere 
am  I  indii4)OBed  to  war,  when,  among  the  first 
means  for  carrying  It  oa,  1  are  gentlemen  propose 
tbe  confiscation  of  debts  due  by  Glorernment  to 
indi  viduals.  Does  a  bona  ^de  creditor  kauw  who 
holds  bis  paper  1  Dareany  honest  nan  mA  him- 
self the  question?  'Tis  hard  to  say  whether  suck 
principlesaremoredetcslibly  dishonesty  than ih^ 
are  weak  and  foolish.  What,  air,  will  you  g» 
about  with  proposals  for  openiog  a  loan  iaoat 
hand,  aud  a  sponge  for  the  naiiooal  debi  ia  tkt 
oiher  ?  If,  on  a  late  occasion,  you  euuld  not  kor- 
ruw  at  a  less  rate  of  interest  ibao  eight  per  ceaU, 
wiua  tha  Govarflottnit  avowed  that  tikay  would 
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what  price  do  yoD  fipeci  to  raise  inonev  wilt  an 
vrowal  of  tb«M  neftrioas  opiniuD!!?  God  help 
^011,  if  ihMB  arv  jaor  way*  ^od  mean  for  carry- 
iDg  on  war  1  if  jroar  fioaDces  are  in  the  hands  of 
aoch  a  OianeeUor  of  the  BxcliMfinlr.  Becaote  a 
tnaa  san  takean  obaerTatioo,  vikI  keep  o  lo^bw^ 
■nd  a  redtoniog ;  no  HkTirate  a  cock-boat  lo  the 
WcM  hidles,  or  tbe  But.  shall  be  eaprre  lo  mti- 
jate  the  great  resael  of  Siate~R>  viKad  at  ttie 
Aelm  of  public  eooncite  1  ffcrnttornUraerepidaiR. 
What  are  ToQEoligta  war  fori  Forlhecarryii^ 
trade)  Alrtaoy  yon  poosMs  sevea^eifthlha  of  it. 
What  ■«  itae  ol^Mt  in  dispute?  Tbe  fair,  honest 
tnde,  that  exefaaMC*  ibc  prodoM  <^  ox>r  Mil  for 
for«giiariiclesfornomeeoM>umptiODl  NotDtall. 
You  are  emiled  opOa  to  saeriioe  ibis  Decesaary 
bnnab  of  four  aaTtgaiioo,  and  thegrMtagrkin- 
tural  iaterau-^whoae  haodnMiil  it  ie— to  jtop- 
ardrxe  Tovr  b«K  'interest*  for  a  etroniioas  cDm- 
Biere»,Tor  tfaefranduleDtptatPctioti  of  betligerent 
properly  nader  yoer  neutral  fl^.  Will  you  be 
goaded,  by  th*  dreamtofr  cakulatMna  ef  iaoariate 
avarice,  to  stake  yaar  all  for  ibe  protectkm  of  this 
4rad«  t  I  do  not  "peak  of  tbe  probable  effects  of 
^nir  OD  tbe  p*iee  of  oor  prodaoe.  Serereijr  as  we 
naat  feel,  we  may  scuffle  tbiongh  it.  I  speak 
of  iu  reaction  os  the  ContitutioD.  Voa  tnay 
go  [o  war  for  this  esorSMence  of  the  carrying 
trade,  and  roalK  peace  at  ibe  Rpanae  of  the  Con- 
alitutina.  Yonr  Bseaut ire  "will  lord  it  orer  yon, 
and  you  mnst  nake  tbe  b««l  leraM  with  the  con- 
gaerur  ibai  yoa  ctan.  fiat  the  gcnttetnan  from 
PannMylrania  (Mr.  Gbboo)  teUtryov  timi  he  Hfot 
•etinglo  tlitB,BBiocH  ihioin,  no  Jodoeiiced  by  the 
4)pmioa  of  any  Uioiater  whale rer—'rorMgn,  or,  I 
praaume,  domeftio.  On  itiis  point  lam  williag 
to  Beet  the  gaottetiia»~asi  anwilling  to  be  die- 
tated  tobf  any<HiBiner,al  homeorataoad.  H'bv 
'williog  to  act  on  tbasatoe  independent  fDoiingl 
J  bare  Mora  protested,  and  I  again  protest  agatmi 
wrct,  irratpoBsiUe,  ornrtiliag  influence.    The 


reaoiu  lion,  was,  "Is  this  a  measure  of  the  Gabi' 
net  1"  Not  of  an  open  declared  Oabioet ;  but,  of 
BB  iitviatbia,  inccniiable,  uacoBititutiOnal  Cabi- 
•«t,  wiiboot  responaibili^,  uDkaown  to  tbe  Con- 
atitaiioa.  I  speak  of  Mck^airs  influence— of 
men  trho  briait  message*  to  this  Hoaae,  which, 
althotigh  tbey  ooDot  appear  on  the  Journals,  gor- 
«rQ  ita  deolsiom.  Sir,  the  first  qnestion  that  1 
asked  on  the  nibjeet  of  British  relaiioos,  ms 
Wf»t  >■  the  opioioB  of  the  Gahioei?  Whai 
■leaBirrca  will  they  recommend  to  Congress? — 
(well  kaowiog'thBt  wbatervr  meBiiires  we  might 
take,  ihry  most  ezeente  ihem,  and  thetelbre^  tbat 
ive  ebofild  hare  their  opiniOD  on  tbe  subject.) 
Idy  answer  waa.^and  from  a  Cabinet  Minister 
too.)  '*  T^ert  ia  no  longer  (My  Caimut."    Subse- 

Jueot  circumstance*,  sir,  bare  giren  me  a  personal 
Dowledge  of  the  foci.    It  needs  no  eommeniary. 
But  tbr  genilemaD  ha*  told  you  that  we  ought 
to  go  U)  war,  if  fur  nothing  elae,  fur  the  fur  trade, 
sir,  the  peopls  oa  whoaa  support  he  seems 
leulate;  follow,  let  me  tell' him, m  better faosi- 
aad  ia,  »«««,  tiat  whilst  tMncrebappy 


tocai< 
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their  hbor  and  lodustry-Mherels  little  dangerdf 
their  b«ing  induced  to  go  sixteen  or  srventeen 
hnndred  mites  in  jWrwir  of  beaTers,  mcroonii,  i» 
opaatums,  much  lets  of  going-  to  wsr  for  the  priv- 
il^e.  They  are  better  empKiyed  where  lbeyar«. 
This  trade,  sir,  rohy  V- important  to  Britain,  to 
itatloas  who  have  »hausted  evny  resource  ttf 
ndnstryat  home,  bow«d  down'  by  iazaii>>ti  altd 
arreicbednew.  Let  them,  in  God's  tiame,  if  thef 
ptnse,  follow  tbe  fur  rrade.  They  may.  for  DM, 
catch  every  beaver  in  North  America.  Yes,  tHi, 
onr  people  bare  a  belter  occupation — a  saO,  prof- 
itable, bODorable  em  pluymeni.  White  they  xboutS 
be  engaged  in  distant  regions  in  hnoiing  the  bea- 
ver, they  dread  lest  those  whose  natural  prejr  they 
ihoald  b?gia  to  boot  them,  should  pillage 
properly,  and  asMssinatethe^  Consiitaiiub. 
Instead  of  these  wtM  schemes,  pay  off  yonr  drtit, 
instead  of  prating  about  its  coDfl^ualion.  Donot, 
1  beseech  you,  erpose  at  once  yonr  knavery  and 
yonr  folly.  Yon  hare  more  hitlds  than  you  know 
what  todoiriih,  yon  have  lately  paid  flneen  mil- 
lions for  yet  more.  Go  and  work  them,  and  COW 
to  alarm  the  people  with  the  cry  of  wolf,  utatit 
-hey  become  deaf  to  your  voice,  or  at  leastlaagtt 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  Mt  less  re^rd  for  wbvtf 
deem  the  best  intere!>tB  of  this  nation  than  for  mjr 
own  reputation,  I  sbonld  not,  oB  this  day,  ham 
offered  to  address  yod.  but  woaid  bare  waited  to 
come  out,  -bedecked  with  flowers  and  boqnet*  df 
-rhetoric,  in  a  set  9i>eech.  But,  sir,  I  dreaded  ItWt 
a  toife  might  beeiven  to  the  mind  of  the  com- 
nilttee— they  wflfpardoti  me,  but  I  did  fekr,  froA 
all  that  1  could  see  or  hear,  that  they  migbt'bh 
prejadiced  by  its  advocaies,  (uirder  preieirce  tff 
protecting  onr  ectnmeree])  in  favor  <^  ibis  ridielH 
[ous  and  pr^oslerooa  project ;  1  rose,  sir,  for  nnft, 
to  plead  guilty;  to  declare  in  the  fbce  of  day  tbUt 
I  will  not  go  to  war  for  this  carrying  trade.  'I 
will  agree  to  pew  for  an  idiot  if  this  is  not  the 
ptiWic  BCTittm«nt,  iod  you  will  flnditloyouteoa^ 
begin  the  war  when  you  will. 

Gentlemen  rtik  of  1793,  They  mi^ht  as  Wfll 
go  back  to  the  Tvojto  war.  What  was  yonr  sit- 
uation then?  Then  every  hesrt  beat  high  with 
sympathy  for  Prance,  for  repwWtcan  FYanee't  ■! 
am  not  pi»pared  to  say,  wiih  my  friend  fr*fc 
Penn^ylvsnia,  that  we  were  all  ready  lo  draV  oMr 
swords  in  her  cause,  hat  I  affirm  that  we  weTa 
prepared  to  have  gone  great  lengths.  I  am  n<» 
ashamed  to  pay  this  compliment  to  the  hearts  «f 
the  American  people,  even  at  ibe  expense  of  their 
oDderstandings.  It  was  a  noble  and  geDeroda 
sentiment,  which  nations  like  individuals  afe 
never  the  worse  for  having  felr.  They  were,'! 
repmt  it,  ready  to  make  great  racrf flees  for  Franco. 
And  why  ready  ?  Because  she  was  fighting  the 
battles  of  tbe  homnn  race  against  the  eombitlM 
enemies  of  their  liberty ;  because  she  was  pefr- 
rorming  tbe  part  which  Great  Britsin  now.  to 
feet,  sustains,  formioft  the  only  bulwark  azaiDtt 
oniverw!  dominron.  Knock  away  her  Navy,  a«d 
where  are  you  ?  Under  the  mval  despotism  Of 
Fiance,  nnehacked  and  unqoalifietl  by  any  aft- 
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tagoniziDg  miliiarf  power;  «t  be«t  but  a  change 
oTmMteri.  The  i^rant  of  Ibe  oeeaa,  aad  (Ee 
lyratit  of  the  UdcI,  is  one  aad  the  rame,  lord  of 
all,  and  who  ifaall  m;  bim  nay.or  wherefore  do- 
e>t  thoa  ihii  ihiog  1  Give  to  the  ttrer  ihe  prap- 
«riiei>  of  ihe  Bbark,  and  there  i*  no  looger  tateiy 
for  ibe  beaais  of  the  forert  or  Ibe  fisbet  of  the 
•ea.  Where  was  thii  hish  a nti- Britannic  ipirii 
flf  the  gentleoiBD  from  Peontylraoia,  when  hit 
Tola  would  have  pst  an  end  to  the  Britisb  treaty, 
that  peslileol  loarce  of  evil  to  this  country  1  bihI 
M  a  time,  too,  when  it  was  not  leM  ibe  mterett 
tbao  the  ■eoiimeot  of  this  people  to  pull  down 
Ckeal  Britain  and  exalt  Ftaoce.  Tbeo,  wbeD 
ihe  geotleiuan  mijgbt  have  acted  with  effect,  he 
could  Dol  KKw  hit  courage  lo  ibe  Uieking  plaee. 
Then  England  was  combined  in  what  bai  praven 
a  feeble,  inefficient  coaJiiion,  but  which  gave  just 
cause  of  alarni  to  every  friend  of  freedom.  Now 
the  liberiiei  of  the  human  race  are  (breateoed  by 
■  aingle  Power,  more  formidable  than  the  eoa- 
Inced  world,  (o  whose  ntmoit  ambition,  rast  aa  it 
is,  the  naval  foioe  of  Qrcat  Britain  forma  the 
only  obataele. 

I  am  perfectly  MoiiUe  and  aahamed  of  the  trea- 
paw  I  am  makiag  on  the  patience  of  the  Cammit- 
tee ;  but  a6  I  know  not  whether  it  will  be  in  my 
power  to  trouble  them  again  on  thiaMbject,  I  mutt 
iieg  leave  tn  continue  my  crnde  and  deiultory  ob- 
aervaiions.  I  am  not  aihamed  to  eontett  that  they 
are  to.  At  the  commenocmentof  tbisseaxioo,  we 
received  a  printed  Messagfe  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  brcathiog  a  groat  deal  of  na- 
tional honor,  and  iodignaiioB  at  ibe  outrages  we 
bad  endured,  particularly  from  Spain.  She  was 
apecially  named  and  pointed  at  She  had  pirated 
upon  your  commcrae,  imprisoned  your  citiiena, 
violated  your  actual  territory  ;  invaded  the  very 
limits  solemnly  established  between  the  two  na- 
tions by  the  Treaty  of  San  Loreuzo.  Some  of 
the  Stale  Legislatures,  (among  others  the  very 
Slate  on  which  ihe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
relies  for  support,)  sent  forward  resolutions  pledg- 
ing their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their  sacrM 
honor,  in  aupport  of  any  measures  vou  tnjght  take 
in  vindication  of  your  injured  rigbis.  Well,  sir, 
what  have  you  done?  You  have  bad  resolutions 
laid  upon  your  table,  gone  to  some  eapcnae  of 


only  in  bandbills  and  nosirums.  Sir,  I  blush  to 
aee  the  record  of  our  proceedings ;  they  resemble 
nothing  but  the  advertisements  of  patent  medi- 
cines. Hera  you  have  "the  worm- destroying 
lozenges,"  there  "Church's  cough  drops;"  and, 
to  crown  the  whole, '-  Sloan's  vegetable  specific," 
an  infallible  remedy  for  all  nervous  disorder*  and 
vertigoes  of  brain-sick  politicians;  each  man  ear- 
nestly adjuring  you  to  give  his  medicine  only  a 
Diir  trial.  If,  indeed,  these  wonder-working  nos- 
truDv  could  perform  but  oae-balf  of  what  they 
promise,  there  is  little  danger  of  our  dying  a  po- 
liiicsl  death,  at  ibis  time  at  least.  But,  sir,  in 
politics  as  in  physics,  the  doctor  Is  ofliimea  the 
most  dangerous  disease ;  and  thia  I  take  to  be  our 


Bat,  sir,  why  do  I  talk  of  Spain  1  There  an 
no  loORer  Pyrenees.  There  exists  no  such  naiioB, 
no  such  being  as  a  Spanish  King,  or  Minister.  It 
is  a  mere  juggle,  played  off  for  thebeneitof  ihoBS 
who  put  the  Mechanism  into  motion.  Yon  kooir, 
sir,  that  you  have  no  differenees  wiib  Spain ;  that 
•he  is  the  passive  too)  of  a  superior  Power,  to 
whom,  at  this  moment,  you  are  crouchisg.  Ate 
yonr  differenees,  indeed,  with  Spaia  1  And  where 
are  you  going  to  aend  yonr  political  panacea, 
reMiIntiDoa  and  handbtila  etsepted,  your  aole  ar- 
canum of  Gorernment,  your  king  eut«  «11 1  Tn 
Madrid  1  No— yen  arc  not  toeb  qaaeks  as  not 
(o  know  where  toe  shoe  pinchea — to  Paria.  Yoa 
know,  at  least,  where  the  disease  lies,  and  ihffa 
you  apply  your  remedy.  When  the  nation  ani- 
lonsly  demands  the  result  of  yonr  dalibeniionij 
you  hang  your  head  and  Uash  to  tell.  Yoa  an 
afraid  to  tell.  Your  month  is  hMOHtically  sealed. 
Your  honor  baa  received  a  wound  which  most 
not  take  air.  Oentleuien  dare  not  come  forward 
and  avow  their  work,  much  leaa  defend  it  la  the 
presence  of  the  nation.  Give  them  all  they  ai]^ 
that  Spain  exista— and  what  then  1  Anerakrink- 


b>jlly  the  Briiish  lionf  But  hare  thesecretet 
ont.  Briuin  is  foot  rival  in  trade,  and  ^vtraed 
as  yoa  are  by  conniing-bowae  politictaBs,  yov 
would  saerifiee  the  paramnunt  interests  of  the 
eonnlry,  to  wound  that  rivaL  For  Spain  and 
France  yon  are  caniera,  and  from  good  cnatom- 
ers  every  indignity  ia  to  be  endatcd.  And  what 
it  the  natore  of  this  tndel  It  it  that  eairyiog 
trade  which  sends  abroad  the  8bar,  lobaeeo,  cot- 
ton,  beef,  pork,  fish,  and  lumber  of  this  eoootry, 
and  bring*  back  in  return  foreign  aiiidea  necet- 
sary  for  our  existence  or  comfort  1  No,  mr,  it  a 
a  trade  earried  on— the  Lord  knows  where,  or  by 
whom  }  now  doubling  Cape  Horn,  now  (he  Cape 
of  Good  Hope.  1  do  not  My  that  tbct«  is  no 
profit  in  it — tor  it  would  not  then  be  porsned— 
Mt  it  is  a  trade  that  lends  to  asumilate  oat  man- 
ners and  Government  lo  ihoee  of  the  most  cor- 
mpt  eonntriea  of  Europe.  Yea,  sir,  and  when  a 
^ueation  of  ^reat  national  migsiinda  preKBts 
itself  to  yoo,  it  causes  those  who  now  prateaboni 
national  honor  and  spirit  to  pocket  any  insali;  lo 
consider  it  as  a  mere  matter  of  debit  and  credit; 
a  business  of  profit  and  lo*a,and  nothing  else. 

The  firat  thiag  that  struck  my  mind,  when  thta 
resolution  was  laid  on  the  table,  was  mde  derivo- 
turl  A  question  always  put  to  q*  at  scbooL 
Whence  comes  it  1  Is  this  only  the  putaiive  &- 
iher  of  the  bantling  he  i*  tased  to  raainiain,  or, 
indeed,  the  actual  parent,  the  real  progenitor  of 
Ihe  child  1  Or,  is  ii  the  praduction  of  the  Cabi- 
nei  1  But,  I  knew  yon  bad  no  Cabinet,  no  sys- 
tem. I  bad  seen  despatches  relating  to  vital  mea- 
auret  laid  before  you  the  day  aHer  yonr  final  de- 
cision on  those  measures,  four  weeks  after  tbty 
were  received  ;  not  only  their  contents;,  but  thee 
very  exiateoce,  all  that  time  untnapected  and  nn- 
knawn  lo  men  whom  the  people  fondly  believe 
assist  with  their  wisdom  and  experience  at  eveiy 
imponaol  deliberation.  Do  you  believe  that  this 
aystem,  or  rather  thia  BO^yaUlB,  will  do?    laA 
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free  lo  aoswcr  it  will  Dot,  it  oannot  liM.  I  am  not 
(0  afraid  of  the  fair,  open,  Coiutilutiopal,  reipoa- 
sible  ioflusDce  of  GorerDmeot,  but  I  shnokiaiu- 
itiveiy  from  tliis  left-handed,  iavitibla,  irrespooN- 
ble  influEiice,  whicb  defies  the  touch,  but  pervades 
ud  decides  ereiyibing.  Let  the  Ezecutire  come 
forward  to  the  Legislature;  let  na  aee  while  «e 
feel  it.  If  we  caDool  rely  on  its  wisdom,  isilaoy 
disparagement  lo  the  gealleraaa  fioni  PeBaaylTS- 
nia  to  aay  that  1  cannot  reljr  upon  him  1  N^iir, 
he  has  mistaken  his  talent.  He  is  not  the  Pali- 
hhtus  on  whose  ikill  the  nation,  at  thia  trying 
moment,  can  repose  ibeirconfideDce.  I  will  have 
nothiog  10  do  with  bis  papery  much  lesa  will  I 
efldorae  it,  and  make  myself  reipontible  for  its 
Soodneaa.  I  will  not  put  my  name  to  iL  I  assert 
Uiat  there  is  do  Cabinet,  no  system,  do  plan  ;  that 
which  I  believe  in  one  place,  1  smII  never  hesi- 
tate to  say  in  another.  Thia  is  do  time,  do  place, 
for  mincing  out  steps.  The  people  ha*e  a  right 
lo  know;  they  shall  know  the  state  of  their  af- 
fairs ;  at  least,  as  far  as  I  am  at  liberty  to  commu- 
nicate them.  1  apeak  from  personal  knowledge. 
Ten  days  taa  there  bftd  been  no  coniultatioa ; 
(here  existed  no  opinion  in  your  Eieculive  de- 
partment; at  least,  none  that  was  avowed.  On 
tbe  contrary,  there  waa  an  eipress  disavowal  of 
any  opiDioo  whatsoever,  on  the  great  subject  be- 
fore you ;  and  I  have  sood  reason  for  saying  that 
none  has  been  formea  since.  Some  time  ago,  a 
book  waa  laid  on  our  tables,  which,  like  some 


■11  doubts,an  end  to  alTour  difficulties.  If,  _,  _ 
ware  the  foe— as  I  trust  I  am.  tbe  friend  of  this 
natioD — I  would  exclaim,  "  Oh,  that  mine  enemy 
would  write  a  book!"  At  the  very  outset,  in  tbe 
very  first  pw&  1  believe,  there  is  a  complete  aban- 
doDmeni  of  the  jvinciple  in  dispute.  Has  any 
.^Dtleman  got  the  work  1  [It  was  haoded  by  one 
of  the  members.]  The  first  poaitisn  taken  is  the 
broad  prbciple  of  the  unlimited  freedom  of  trade 
between  nations  at  peace,  which  tbe  writer  endea- 
vors to  extend  to  the  trade  beiweea  a  neutral  and 
a  belligerent  Power,  accompanied,  however,  by 
this  acknowledgment:  "But.  iiwsmuch  as  tbe 
'trade  of  a  neuiral  with  a. belligerent  nation, 
'  mi^hl,  in  certain  special  oases,  afiect  the  safely 
'  of  Its  aaiagooist,  usage,  foaaded  on  ihe  priaciple 
'  of  necessity,  has  admiiied  a  fen  excepiioos  to 
'  the  general  rule."  Whence  coraes  the  doctrine 
of  contraband,  blockade,  and  enemy's  property? 
Now,  sir,  for  what  does  that  celebrated  pamphlet, 
"  War  in  Disguise" — which  is  said  to  Lave  been 
written  under  the  eye  of  tbe  British  Prime  Min- 
ister— contend,  but  this  "principle  of  neces- 
aityl"  And  this  is  abandoned  by  this  pamphlet- 
eer at  the  very  threshold  of  the  discussion.  But, 
as  if  ibis  were  not  enough,  he  goes  on  to  assign  as 
a  reason  for  not  referring  lo  the  authority  of  the 
ancients,  "  that  the  great  ehange  which  has  taken 
'  place  io  tbe  stale  of  manners,  in  the  maxims  of 
'  war,  and  in  Ihe  course  of  commerce,  make  it 
'  pretty  certain"  (  what  degree  of  certainly  is  this?) 
"  that  either  nothing  will  be  fuund  reUiiog  lo  tbe 
'  queaiioii]  or  nothing  aufficieotly  applicable  to  de- , 


'  aerve  atieniioD  in  dccidiag  it."  Here,  sir,  is  aa 
apology  of  Ihe  writer  for  not  disclosing  the  whole 
eatenl  of  his  learning,  (^which  might  have  over- 
whelmed tbe  reader,)  la  the  admiMion  that  > 
change  of  circumstances,  ("in  the  course  of  com- 
merce,") has  made  (and.  iberefore,  will  nowjaa- 
(ify)  a  total  cikange  of  the  law  of  nations.  What 
more  could  ibe  most  inveterate  advocate  of  Eng- 
lish usurpation  demand?  What  else  can  they 
require  to  establish  all,  and  even  more  than  they 
contend  for?  Sir,  there  is  a  class  of  men — we 
know  them  very  well — who,  if  von  only  permit 
them  to  lay  tbe  foundation,  will  Duild  you  up,  step 
by  step,  and  brick  by  brick,  very  iieat  and  showy, 
if  not  teoable  arguments.  To  detect  them,  it  u 
only  oeceiaary  to  watch  their  premises,  where 
you  will  often  find  the  point  at  isstie  surrendered, 
aa  in  this  case  it  is. 

Again:  la  the  nmrelibrumanywhereasBerted 
in  this  book,  that  free  ships  make  tree  goods  1  No, 
sir;  the  rigbt  of  search  is  acknowledged;  that 
enemy's  properly  is  lawful  prize,  is  sealed  and  de- 
livered. And,  after  abandoDing  these  principlei, 
what  becomes  of  the  doctrine  that  amereshiuing 
of  the  goods  from  one  ship  to  another,  the  touch- 
ing at  anoifaei  port,  chaoges  the  property  1  Sir, 
give  up  this  principle,  and  there  is  an  end  of  the 
question.  You  lie  at  the  mercy  of  the  conscience 
of  a  Court  of  Admiralty.  Is  Spanish  sugar,  ot 
French  coffee,  made  American  properly,  by'the 
mere  change  of  the  cargo,  ax  even  bv  tbe  landing 
and  payment  of  lbs  dniiea  %  Does  tbis  operation 
effect  a  change  of  properly?  And  when  thoae 
duties  are  drawn  back,  and  the  sugar  and  cofle« 
[e-exporled,  aie  they  not  (aa  enemy's  property) 
liable  to  seizure  upon  the-  principles  of  tbe  "  Ex- 
amination of  the  British  doctrine,"  A«.l  And,  is 
there  not  the  beat  reason  to  believe,  that  this  opc- 
raiioQ  is  performed  in  many,  if  not  in  most  casta, 
to  give  a  neutral  aspect  and  color  to  the  merchan- 
dise? 

I  am  prepared,  sir,  to  be  rqiresented  as  willing 
to  surrender  important  rigbts  of  thia  nation  to  a 
foreign  Government.  I  have  been  told  that  thia 
sentiment  is  already  whispered  in  the  dark,  by 
time-servers  and  sycophants.  But,  if  your  Clerk 
dared  to  print  them,  I  would  appeal  lo  your  Jour- 
nals. I  would  call  for  the  reading  of  tbem,  bnt 
(bat  I  know  ihey  are  not  for  profane  eyes  to  look 
upon.  I  coufeas  that  I  am  more  ready  to  surren- 
der to  a  naval  Power  a  square  league  of  ocean, 
than  to  a  territorial  one,  a  square  inch  of  land 
within  our  limits ;  and  I  am  ready  lo  meet  tbe 
frienda  of  the  resolution  on  ibis  ground  at  any 

Let  them  take  off  the  injunction  of  secreoy. 
They  dare  not.  Tbey  are  ashamed  and  afraid  to 
do  it.  They  may  give  winks  and  nods,  and  pr»< 
tend  to  be  wise,  but  ihey  dare  not  come  out  and 
tell  Ihe  nation  what  ibey  have  dune.  GenilemeD 
may  uke  noies  if  they  pleas^  but  I  will  never, 
from  any  motive  short  of  self-defence,  eoier  upon 
war.  I  will  never  be  inslrumenlal  to  the  ambi- 
lioua  schemes  of  Bonaparte,  nor  put  into  hia 
hands  what  will  enable  him  lo  wield  tbe  world, 
and  on  iho  very  principle  that  I  wished  success  to 
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-tile  French  ttta*  in  1798.  And  whpr^fore  1 
CBUK  Ibe  ense  it  cbanged.  Ore*!  BriOin 
lievfr  again  •»  the  year  1760.  Her  conrinpnial 
IDflDeDce  ia  pime  foreTrr.  LpI  who  will  be  up- 
permost on  the  cominrnt  of  Europe,  she  mum 
nod  more  thin  a  confiterpoUe  for  her  siren^ih. 
Her  race  n  run.  Bhe  can  only  be  formidable  ai 
k  maritime  Power;  sod,  even  as  sueh,  perhapn 
bci  lon^.  Are  jo\i  foing  to  junify  the  tcti  of 
tbe  last  Adminigtraiiun,  fur  which  ihey  hare  been 
deprived  of  the  QoTerobKni  '&t  our  iDPiance? 
Are  TOO  ^iag  back  to  the  Rrauml  of  1796~'0?  I 
ttukatry  tuan  who  now  atlTocates  a  rapiarewith 
Enginod  to  assign  a  single  reason  for  btsopfiiioD, 
tbnL  would  not  have  justified  a  French  war  in 
3798  7  If  fDJorjr  and  insnit  abroad  w6n!d  hsTc 
justified  it,  we  had  tbrai  in  abundance  then.  But 
what  did  the  Republicans  My  at  that  day  f  Thai, 
Under  the  cover  of  a  war  with  Prance,  (he  Biec- 
Wive  wonid  be  srmM  with  a  patronag^  and  pow- 
er^ Which  might  enable  it  to  maiter  our  libeftiei. 
and 


.and  tales.  The  de- 
lirinn  passed  away — the  good  seDM  oT  the  peo- 
ple triumphed,  and  our  differences  were  aceom- 
nodatrd  without  a  war.  And  what  Is  there  in 
ibe Kitvation  of  England  that  inritrs  la  war  wiifa 
4«rf  It  is  truesfaettoesnoidetlsohrgelrlnper- 
'fectahilftv,  but  ahe  supplies  you  with  «  much 
tti^re  useTa)  commodity — wiih  coarae  woollem. 
With  teas  profVisioa  indeed aheocCDpin  ihe  plact 
-of  Prance  in  17S3.  She  is  the  Mb  bulwark  of 
the  human  race  agarast  UBiversal  domtHon  ;  no 
(batiks  to  her  for  it.  la  protecting  herownntst- 
cnee,  stie  inmre^  theirs,  t  care  not  who  stands  in 
Ais  sitnatiun,  Whether 'Bu^nd  or  Bonnpane.    I 

Jraeiice  the  doctrines  now  that  I  professed  in 
798.  Oenilemen  may  htmt  up  the  journ&h  if 
■ttey  please ;  I  voted  sgalnsi  sti  such  projeMa  un- 
Her  Ibe  Admintiiratiun  of  Joba  Adams,  and  I 
will  continue  to  do  so  under  that  of  Thomas  Jef 
Arson.  Are  you  not  contenied  with  being  free 
ind  bappy  athomel  Orwiltyon  surrender  these 
'MeisiDgi  that  yunr  merchants  may  tread  on  Turk- 
itth  and  Persian  carpets,  and  burn  the  perfumes  of 
Ibe  East  in  ibeir  vaulted  rooms.  Gentlemen  say 
tt  is  but  an  aoDUil  million  lott,  and  even  if  it 
Were  fire  times  that  amount,  what  is  it  cUmpvt^d 
^iih  your  neutral  rif  hls^  Bir,  let  me  tell  them  a 
huDdrvd  millions  will  be  bbt  a  droitin  the  bucket, 
■ff  once  they  launch  without  rudder  or  eorapitn 
into  Ibis  ocean  of  foreign  warfkre.  Wbum  do 
lb«y  watit  to  attack?  Snglind.  They  hope  it 
H  a  popular  thing,  and  talk  about  Bunkw's  Hill, 
and  ibe  galluDt  feats  of  our'  Revolucion,  Btti  is 
Bunker's  Hill  to  be  the  thestre  of  war?  No,  fit, 
you  have  selected  the  ocean,  and  the  object  of  ai- 
taok  is  that  very  navy  which  prevented  the  com- 
bined fleets  of  Prance  and  Spain  from  levying 
eoatrlbutiou  upon  jou  in  your  oWn  leas;  that, 
very  navy  which,  in  the  hmoun  war  of  179B, 
Woo'd  between  you  and  danger.  Whilst  the  fleets 
of  the  enemy  wtn  pent  up  in  Toulon,  or  pin- 
ioned In  Brest,  we  perfurmed  wonders  to  be  sUre ; 
-but,  air,  if  BogUnd  had  drttwn  off,  France  Would, 
liara  totd  yun  quite  s  different  tete.    You  woold' 


have  struck  no  medals.  This  ia  not  the  sort  of 
conflict  ibat  yon  are  to  count  upon,  if  vou  go  to 
warwith  Great  Britain.  tlnenDrvttmperden 
priuM  demeniai.  And  are  yoo  mad  enougfa  lo 
take  -op  the  cudf^els  that  bare  been  struck  front 
the  nervrleu  bands  of  the  three  g'eat  mariiiotiB 
Powers  of  Burope  ?  Shall  the  planter  mongige 
bis  Hiileerop,  and  jeopardne  the  Constitutiuo  ia 
support  (ff  cr>mmereial  fnonopoly,  in  Ibe  rain 
hope  of  satiAf^ing  tbe  mntiable  |ri«e<liaeBs  Of 
tnde?  Admmji'ter  -the  Coostiiaiioo  opon  jk 
DWD  principles;  for  the  gmeiml  w«(faiv,  and  not 
for  the  beneSt  of  any  panienlar  ehu  of  me*. 
Do  yon  meclinte  w«r  faz  tbe  possessioo  df  Bkiot 
Rooge  or  Mobile,  phcm  which  your  own  law« 
declare  to  he  within  yoOT  Itmiial  Is  it  even  kt 
the  fklr  trade  that  exehaiiges  yonr  sbt^Idi  pre- 
dURis  for  such  foreign  articles  as  yon  teqoirel 
No,  nit,  it  rs  for  a  eircuiloui  trade— an  ignis  fatn- 
usi  And  againai  whom  ?  A  nation  from  whom 
you  bare  aof thing  to  fear? — I  spnk  as  ttront 
lihertift.  No.  sir,  with  a  nation  frsmwtem  yoo 
btve  nothing,  or  oext  to  nothing,  to  fear;  to  the 
aggrandizement  of  one  against  which  you  faavc 
everylbing  to  dread.  I  look  to  tl^eir  abiliiy  and 
interest,  notto  ihf  ir  d  if  position.  When  ymi  re(y 
on  that  the  case  is  desperate,  b  it  to  be  iiiferrei 
fram  all  Ihis  that  I  wonld  yield  to  Gr«at  Briiainl 
No.  I  %ould  act  towards  her  now,  as  J  was  dia- 
posed  to  do  towards  Prance,  in  n9B~'9;  treat 
with  her^  and  for  the  same  reason,  oa  the  samto 
principle*.  Do  I  say  I  would  treat  with  ber? 
At  this  mottwDl  yon  bare  a  ne^otiatiaB  pendinit 
with  her  Oovernment.  With  her  you  hav«  nM 
tried  negotiation  and  faited,  totally  htled,  aa  yon 
have  doee  With  Spain,  or  raiber  Frame;  sod 
wherefore.'UDtleT  snch  eircumi[aa(.-e%  this  bostito 
spirit  to  tbe  one,  and  thi»— £  wiH  ooi  *ay  wlat-^ 
to  the  otberT 

But  ajRj**t  'eil  >*  sa<<I  'tioot  tbe  hws  of  n»- 
lions.  What  is  national  Taw  but  DMiooit  power 
raided  by  national  in tetvsti  Ton  yoursetves  ae- 
knowledg»  and  practice  upon  this  princijde  whert 
you  can,  or  where  you  tfnre— with  the  Indian 
tribes  for  insiaACe.  1  might  ^ve  another  and 
ra«re  forcible  illustration.  Will  tbelMmed  tgn- 
ber  of  your  libraries  add  a  ship  to  your  fleet,  or  a 
sbilliog  tovonr  revenue?  Will  it  pay  cr  main* 
lain  a  single  soldier  1  And  will  you  preach  and 
prate  of  violations  of  vou r  neutral  rights,  when 
you  tamely  and  meanly  submit  to  the  viola tran 
of  yoDj  territory  1  Will  you  collar  the  stAlet 
of  your  sheep,  and  let  him  ewape  that  has  inva- 
ded the  repo.se  of  your  fireside— has  iDnnlti>d  yont 
wife  and  children  under  your  own  rnofi  This  is 
the  heroism  of  truck  and  traffic — the  pnblic  spirit 
of  sordid  avarice.  Oreat  Britain  Violates  yovi 
flag  on  the  high  seas.  Wnet  is  her  aiiuatiosf 
Contendiug,  not  for  Ihe  dismantling  af  Dunkiit, 
for  <aiiebec,  or  Pi^diehprry,  but  for  Liondon  aaj 
Westminster— Ibr  life  Her  ennny  viota^agal 
will  the  territories  of  other  nations,  acquiring 
thereby  a  colossal  power  that  ifareareou  the  very 
eiistenceof  herri*al.  But  shehas  one  vulaeta- 
ble  point  to  the  arms  of  her  adversary,  which  she 
eoTersWilh'tlM  aBsigOsitf  nflHraliiy;  nhetlmws 
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tfie  aeatral  flag  orer  the  heel  of.  Aebilln.  And 
can  you  asktbatadverury  lorexpect  it  ai  ihe  «- 
HDse  of  her  existt^oce?  aod  in  favor  of  whom? 
la  enemy  iba(  refpecta  no.  neutral  4etrtiary  of 
Europe,  and  Dot  «fea  your  own.  I  repeat  ttMt 
the  imults  of  S^aio  lowardi  this  naiioo  bmrt 
Wea  at  ibe  ioaiiiiBtioa  of  France;  that  there  is 
no  longer  any  Spain.  Well,  sir,  beoause  tbe 
French   GoTeroinent  doe*  not  pat  ibis  in   the 


ahui  yonr  ovn  eyei,  and  id  bjied  tboM  of  other 
people,  you  go  into  conolavq,  and  sliok  oui  again 
and  say, 'BffreftiaSkir  of  State  ["—Cea/utM^rowi* 
{^aire  liKtatt  It  seeqifttliat  your  sensibility  is 
Miijrety  cooGned  to  the  eziremtijra.  You  may 
be  pulted  by  the  nose  and  nm,  and  never  feel  ii, 
but  let  youT  xirong  bos  be  attacked,  snd  you  are 
all  avTVt — "Let  us  go  to  war!"  E^ir,  if  tliey 
called  upon  me  only  for  tnv  little  ptcvUum  to 
carry  it  on,  peth^pa  I  migni  give  it;  but  my 
rigbiB  and  liberties  are  iatolved  in  the  gcaitt,  and 
1  will  never  surrender  ibem  while  1  bare  lir'-. 
The  genllemaD  Irom  Maasaehusetis  (Mr.  CaowM* 
IHbbigld)  is  for  siJODgiDg  the  drbt.  I  e»a  never 
consent  to  it;  I  will  oever  brin^  the  ways  and 
meaiis  of  fraudulent  bankruptuy  inio  your  eon- 
aiittee  of  supply.  Oonfiacatioa  and  kindling 
shall  never  be  fuutid  antoag  niy  euimaie*  to  meet 
the  current  expandituie  or  peace  or  war.  No, 
sir,  I  have  said  with  the  doors  cloaed,  and  1  Bay 
so  when  the  dooia  a*e  open,  "pay  the  public 
debt;"  get  rid  of  ihat:  dead  weight  upon  you 
Qovemmeni — thai  oraiqp  upon  all  your  meaa- 
aresi — and  then  you  may  pm  tbe  world  el  defi- 
ance. So  \o\ig  M  it  hapga  upoa  you.  you  mau 
hare  rereuue,  and  I9  have  revenue  yoomati  have 
corooieree-^oinineroe,  peace.  And  shall  thase 
DcrBriood  schemes  be  advised  for  lightening  the 
pablic  burdenat  will  you  reaort  to  i£eae  low  and 
pitiful  shifts;  dare  eveq  to  raeolion  theae  disboo- 
«st  artifices  10  eke  out  your  expenaea,  when  the 
public  treasure  is  laviahetl  on  Turks  and  infidel*, 
on  singing  boy«  and  danciiiK  girls,  to  furoish  lite 
means  of  beaaiiality  to  aa  African  barbarian  7 

Oentleoien  say  that  Oreat  Britaio  will  couat 
npoB  ourdiviaions.  Howl  What  does  iJu  knuw 
01  iheib?  Can  they  ever  expect  grwier  uoa- 
i^fnily  than  prevailed  at  the  last  Presidential  elec- 
tionl  No,  sir,  it  is  the  ^ailemao's  own  con- 
science that  squeaks.  But  if  sbe  caaeoi  calcalate 
upon  your  divisions, at  Icaat  she  may  reckon  apoa 
your,  pusillaaimity.  BIw  laay  well  despise  the 
resentment  that  caniiDi  he  eifited  to  honorable 
'battle  on  its  own  ground;  the  mere  effusion  of 
mercantile  cupidity.  Qeoilemeo  talk  of  repealing 
the  Bdiish  Treaty.  The  getiilemao  from  Penn- 
sylvania ehould  have  thought  of  that,  before,  be 
voted  to  carry  it  into  effect.  And  what  is  all  this 
for?  A  point  which  Qreat  Britain  will  not  aban- 
don to  Russia,  you  expect  her  to  yield  to  you — 
Rus-tia  !  indiKpDIablv  the  second  Power  of  Coaii- 
Bental  Europe;  with  not  test  than  hall  a  raltlion 
of  hardy  troopxj  with  sixty  sail-uf  ttac-lioe,  thirty 
nillions  of  subjects,  and  a  territory  more  extea- 
ure  even  Ihaa  ou  own— I(uHsia,  tir,  the  aiore- 


houae  of  th»  British  N«.*y,  whom  it  i*  not  mur*. 
the  policy  and  the  interest  than  ihe  •eniimeiU  of 
that  GoveTumeal  to  soothe  and  10  coneiliaie— Jiiec 
sole  bore  oladjversioa  on  the  cootineni.snd  ben 
only  efficient  ally.  What  this  formidable  Power, 
cannot  obtain  with  fli-els-and  armies,  you  will- 
commaiid  by  writ — with  pothooks  and  hanger*. 
I  am  for  do  such  policy.  True  honor  is  alwaya, 
tbeaame.  Before  you  enter  intoacooieat,  publts. 
or  private,  be  sure  you  have  fortitude  eitcwgh  to. 
ito  throuffh  with  iL  If  you  loeaa  waj'.say  so,aB4. 
prepare  for  it.  Look  on  ibe  other  side;  behojdj 
the  respect  in  which  Praoae  holda  oeuttat  tightti 
on  land)  observe  her  conduct  in  regard  to  tb*: 
Fraucooian  estates  of  the  King  of  Ptuwia.  I  say 
nothing  of  the  petty  Powerft--of  the  £lector  cK 
Baden,  or  of  the  Swiss— I  speak  of  a  first  rata' 
Monarchy  of  £urope,  and  alamametit,  to<^  wbeB 
it*  neutmliiy  was  the  object  of  all  other*  nearest 
to  Ihe  heart  of  the  French  Emperor.  If  yov 
make  him  monarch  of  the  ocea/i,  you  may  hilt 
'ieu  to  ii  forever.  Yoa  may  take  yonr  leave, 
,of'Oavigaiiou~~*'BD  of  the  MiwiMippi.  What 
the  situation,  of  New  Orleaue  if  attacked  to- 
morrow'] Filled  with  a  discontented  and  rrpm- 
iog  people,  wboise  language,  maaaars,  and  riali^ 
jioD,  aU  iocline  ihent  to  tjie  iDvader~«  dirsaiia- 
fied  people,  who  de*pi!«  the  miserable  QoveraiW' 
yna  have  set  over  iheiiL~^whose  boqest  prejudice*, 
and  basest  pasaionsalike  take  part  against  you.  1 
draw.my  inrotmation,rram  00 diibioua  source  ;  bot 
frora  a  oaiive  Araericnn,  an  enlighieued  Qiember< 
of  (hat  odioa*  aod  imbecile  Oorarnmeat.  Yoi). 
have  ofieial  iofotroation.  that  the  town  and  ita- 
depeodeociea  are  utterly  defenceless  and  vnifiaft* 
hie.  A  firm  belief  that  (apprized  of  thi#)  Oov- 
emment  would  do  something  lo  put  the  plaoein, 
a  state  of  sectirity,  alooe  has  kept  the  AiiiaericaA 
portion  of  that  community  quieL  Yov  have  held 
that  post,  ypu  noiy  hold  it,  by  the  tenure  of  the- 
nsval  ptedominaivce  of  England,  and. yet  ygnare, 
for  a  British  naval  war. 

There  ate  aow  but  two  great  commercial  n*-, 
lion*'— Great  Britaio  isone^and  the  Uailed  Statea, 
the  other.  When  you  ooasidar  the  many  poiiUa 
of  contact  between  oar  interests,  yon  may  be  sur- 
priaed  that  there  has  been  so  litLts  eollisioa.  Sii^, 
to  the  other  belligerent  oaiions  of  Europe  yonr 
navigatioo  isnooavenience,]  might  say,  a  neces- 
sary. If  jroa  do  not  carry  for  them  they  must 
starve,  at  least  for  the  kuxuriee  of  life,  which  oiu- 
torn  ha*  rendered  almost  indispensable;  and  if  yoa 
cannot, BiCi  with  some  degree  of  spirit  toward* 
those  who  are  depentleot  npoa  you  as  carriers,  do 
you  reckon  to  browbeat  a  jealous  rival,  who,  the 
moment  she  lets  slip  the  dc^  of  war,  tweep*  yoa 
at  a  blow  from  the  ocean  And  cut  6oiio7  fee 
wbwe  benefitl  The  pUnterf  Noihiug  like  iu 
The  fair,  honeii,  real  American  merchaot  1  Ni), 
i>ir,  for  renegadoes;  to-day  Americso,  tu-morroW) 
Daues.  Oo  to  war  when  you  wilt,  (be  property, 
now  covered  by  the  American,  will  then  pasa 
under  the  Danish,  or  same  other  neutral  flag. 
Gentlemen  say  thai  one  English  ship  is  wortn 
three  of  ours;  we  shall  therefore  have  the  advan- 
tage ill  piiiBteeriiv.    Did  th^jE  <yu  know  a  n»- 
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tion  t-     ,   , 

■ir,  for  ifae  nurserf.  Remember  that  jroor  pro- 
dacts  are  bnlkjr,  u  fast  beea  stated ;  that  they  re- 
quire ■  vast  tonnage  to  traosport  tbem  abroad, 
aod  Ibal  but  im  nations  posseu  thai  tonnage. 
Take  ihete  carrien  oat  of  the  market.  What  is 
Ihe  resali  1  The  man  a  fact  a  res  of  Bogland,  vhiefa 
(to  u«e  a  SDJsfaing  touch  of  ibe  gen  tie  men's  rhet' 
oric>  have  reeeired  the  finwhiag  stroke  of  art, 
lie  in  a  small  comperaiire  compass.  The  neu- 
tral trade  can  cifry  them.  Your  {iiwluce  rots  in 
Ihe  waTchouse.  You  go  to  Eustatia  or  St.  Tho- 
mas, and  get  a  striped  blanket  for  a  joe,  if  jroucan 
raiae  one.  Double  freight,  charges,  and  eommia- 
■ioo.  Who  receives  the  profit?  The  wirrier. 
Wbo  pafs  it?  Theeonsamer.  All  your  produce 
that  fiods  its  waflo  Eoglaitd,  must  bear  the  same 
aeeumnlated  charKes — with  this  difference,  that 
ttffv  the  burden  falls  on  the  home  price.  I  appeal 
10  the  experience  of  the  late  war,  which  has  been 
■o  often  cited.  What  then  was  the  price  of  prO' 
duee,  aod  of  broadcloibl 

But  you  are  told  England  will  Dot  uulta  war^ 
that  ^he  has  her  hands  full.  HollaiHl  eaJcuUted 
in  the  same  way  in  17S1.  How  did  it  turn  out? 
You  stand  now  in  the  place  of  Holland,  then 
without  her  Nary,  and  unaided  by  the  prepooder- 
ating  fleets  of  Prance  and  Spain,  to  say  notbiog 
of  the  Baltic  Powers.  Do  you  want  to  take  up 
the  cadgels  where  these  great  maritime  Btates 
have  been  forced  to  drop  them  7  to  meet  Great 
Britain  on  the  ocean,  and  drive  bet  off  it*  face  1 
If  you  are  *o  far  gone  as  this,  every  capital  tneas' 
ure  of  your  policy  has  hitherto  been  wrong.  Yon 
■bould  have  nurtured  the  old,  aod  devised  new 
aratents  of  taxatieo,  and  have  eherisbed  ronr  navy. 
Begin  this  business  when  yon  may,  land-taxes, 
aUmp«ett,  window-tazea.  heart h-mOuev,  excwe, 
IB  all  its  modification*  of  veiatton  and  oppres- 
•ion,  must  precede  or  follow  after.  But,  sir,  as 
French  is  the  fashion  of  the  day,  I  may  be  asked 
for  my  profit.  I  can  readily  teA  ^nilemen  what 
I  will  not  do.  I  will  not  propitiate  aov  foreign 
nation  with  money.  I  will  not  launen  into  a 
■aval  war  with  Qreat  Britain,  although  I  am 
ready  to  meet  her  at  theCowpens  or  oh  Banker's 
Hill— and  for  this  plain  reason,  we  are  a  great 
land  animal,  and  our  bntiness  it  on  shore.  I 
will  wnd  her  money,  sir,  on  no  pretext  whatever, 
miteh  lew  on  pretence  of  buying  Labrador,  or 
Botany  Bay.  when  my  real  object  was  to  lecura 
limits,  wfaict  she  formally  ackoowledged  at  the 
peace  of  1783.  I  go  farther ;  I  would  (if  any- 
thing) have  Md  an  embargo.  Tbis  would  hare 
ftn  our  own  property  home,  and  our  adversary's 
into  our  power.  If  there  is  any  wisdom  left 
among  us,  the  first  step  towards  hostility  will  al- 
ways be  as  embai^.  la  six  montht  all  your 
mercantile  megrims  would  vanish.  At  to  nt,  al- 
though itwould  cut  deep,  we  can  stand  it.  Wich- 
oat  such  a  precaution,  go  to  war  when  you  will, 
you  go  to  the  wall.    At  to  debts,  strike  the  hal- 


I  hope,  ■ 


.  iflattaimyawIdiaUnot  hn» 


occasion  again  to  tronble  you.  I  know  not  that  I 
shall  be  able,  certainly  not  willing,  unless  pro- 
voked in  self-defence.  I  ask  your  attention  to 
the  character  ofibe  inhabitants  of  that  Bonthern 
country,  on  whom  gentlemen  rely  for  support  of 
their  measure.  Who  and  what  are  they?  Asim- 
ple,  agricultnral  people,  accustomed  to  travel  ia 
peace  to  market  with  the  produce  of  their  labor. 
Who  takes  it  from  a*?  Another  people,  devoted 
to  manufactures — our  sole  source  oi  supply.  I 
hare  seen  tome  stuff  in  the  newspapers  abool 
mannracluret  In  Saxony,  and  about  a  man  who  ii 
DO  longer  the  chief  of  a  dominant  faction.  The 
greatest  man  whom  I  ever  knew — the  immorttl 
author  of  the  letters  of  Curtius — ban  remarked 
the  prauenwa  of  euDning  peoptc  to  wrap  up  and 
disguise  in  well-selected  phrases  doctrines  too  de- 
formed and  detestable  to  bear  exposure  in  naked 
words;  by  a  judieoos  choice  of  epithets  to  draw 
the  attention  from  the  lurking  princij^  beneaifa, 
aod  perpetuate  delusion.  But  a  little  itbile  ago, 
and  any  man  might  hare  been  proud  to  have  bwa 
considered  at  the  head  of  the  Republican  parly. 
Now  it  seems,  it  it  reproachful  to  be  deemed  the 
chief  of  a  dominant  faction.  Mark  the  magic  of 
words.  Head — chief.  Repoblicaii  party — 9omi- 
Tumt  factum.  Bat  as  to  these  Saxon  aiaoafac- 
turn.  What  became  of  their  Dresden  cbint? 
Why  Ihe  Prustian  bayonets  have  broken  all  iha 
pots^and  yon  are  content  with  Worcestershire  or 
Staffordshire  ware.  There  are  some  oiber  fine 
niaonfactnret  on  the  continent,  hut  no  topply, 
except  perhaps  of  linens,  the  article  we  can  best 
dispense  with.  A  f^w  individuals,  sir,  nay  hare 
a  coal  of  Lenrier>t  cloth,  or  a  serriee  ol  Serret 
china;  bat  there  ia  too  little,  and  that  liiile  too 
dear,  to  furnish  the  nation.  You  must  depend  on 
ibe  for  trade  in  earnest,  and  wear  bnflalo  hide* 
and  bear  tkint. 

Can  BUy  man  who  undarttands  Europe  pretend 
to  tay  that  a  partiealat  foreign  policy  is  iiow  rigbt 
because  it  would  have  been  espedieut  twenty,  or 
even  ten  yean  ago,  without  aoandoning  all  n- 
gard  for  common  sense?  Sir,  it  is  the  statesman*) 
province  to  be  guided  by  circamsiances ;  to  tnli- 
eipate,  to  foresee  them  ;  to  gire  tbem  a  coarse  sad 
a  directittn  ;  to  mould  them  to  his  purpose  It  it 
the  baainess  of  a  counting-house  clerk  to  peer 
into  the  da r  book  and  leger,  to  see  no  farther  ihaa 
the  spectacles  on  his  nose,  to  feel  not  beyond  the 
pen  behind  his  >»r;  to  chatter  in  coffee-hoDset, 
and  be  the  oraele  of  clubs.    From  1783  a  Y193, 


had  EljpalD.  The  two  first  possesaed  of  thriving 
manufactures  and  a  floarishing  commerce.  Qteat 
Britain,  trembliDgljr  alive  to  bet  man u Ac tn ring 
interests  and  carrying  trade,  would  have  fdt  to 
the  heart  any  measure  calculated  to  faror  her 
liralt  in  these  pursuit*.  Bhe  would  b»ve  yielded 
ihen  to  her  fears  and  hn  Jealousy  alone.  Wlisl 
is  the  case  now?  She  lays  an  export  duty  on  ber 
manulacturet,  and  there  ends  the  qaestion.  If 
Qeorcia  shall  (from  whatever  cause}  *o  com- 
pletely monopolize  the  culture  of  cotton  at  to  be 
aUe  t«  lay  an  upon  duty  of  ttirea  per  cani.  upon 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


673 


HISTORY  OF  OONGRBSS. 


6r4 


Maiob,  1800. 


Nam-hiporiatim  tf  Goodtfnxn  Qnat  Britain. 


it,  beiidCB  taxing  iu  eiiIti*aton,  in  erery  och«r 
obape,  that  human  or  iaferDal  io^naity  cao  de- 
vise, it  PenBRrlrania  likely  to  tivtl  bar  and  take 
away  the  trade  1 

Bat,  lir,  it  leeou  that  ve,  who  are  oppoMd  to 
this  reac^Dtiwi,  ara  men  of  do  ocive,  who  trem- 
Ued  in  the  dayi  of  theBrilith  treaty — cowardt  (I 

Kreiume)  in  the  reisn  of  terror?  la  this  true? 
inni  np  the  jourDkU ;  let  our  actioni  tell.  We 
pursue  oar  old  naihaken  course.  We  care  not 
for  the  naiioDs  of  Europe,  but  make  fereip)  rela- 
tions bend  to  our  politiealprineiiria  and  subserre 
our  country's  ioieresl.  We  hare  no  with  to  see 
■notbcr  Aciiom,  or  Pfaarsatia,  or  lh«  liraienaots 
of  a  modern  Alexaoder  playing  at  piquet,  or  all- 
four^  for  the  empire  of  the  world.  It  is  poor 
eomfort  to  oi  to  be  told  that  Piaoee  h«s  too  i»- 
cided  a  taste  for  lusurious  thing*  to  meddle  with 
us  J  thnt  Bgypi  is  her  objset,  or  the  eoast  of  Bar- 
bary,  vai,  at  the  worst,  we  eluitl  be  the  last  de- 
Toured.  We  are  eoamored  with  neither  nation ; 
we  woaM  play  their  own  game  upon  them,  use 
them  for  our  interestaod  convenience.  Botwiih 
all  mr  abhorreooe  of  the  British  Goveromeot,  I 
should  not  hesitala  between  Weatminsler  Hall 
and  a  Middlesex  jury,  on  the  one  hand,  sod  the 
wood  of  Viocennes  and  a  (Ue  of  greaadiers,  on 
the  other.  Thai  junr-triaL  which  walked  with 
Home  Tooke  and  Hardy  itiroash  the  Barnes  of 
ministerial  perseeniion  is^  eoDtest,  more  to  my 
taste  than  the  trial  of  the  Duke  d'Eo^hein. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  sensible  of  bariog  detained 
the  Committee  lon^r  than  I  ought;  certainly 
nuBh  longer  than  I  intended.  I  am  equally  sen- 
sible of  their  politeness,  and  not  less  so,  sir,  of 
your  patient  allentioa.  It  is  your  own  iodnlgenee, 
air,  badly  requited  indeed,  to  whieh  yoa  owe  this 
persecution.  1  might  affei  another  apology  for 
these  nndigesled,  desattory  remarks — my  never 
havio|^  seen  the  Treasury  documents.  Until  1 
came  into  ih<  House  this  morning,  I  had  been 
stretched  on  a  tick  bed.  Bnt  when  I  behold  the 
aAir*  of  this  nation  instead  of  bdag  where  I 
hopf<d,  and  the  peo[de  believed,  they  were,  in  the 
bands  of  respontiUe  men,  committed  to  Tom, 
Diek,  and  Harry,  to  the  refuse  of  the  retail  trade 
of  polities,  I  do  feel,  1  cannot  help  feeling,  the 
most  deep  and  serious  cfnceru.  If  the  Executive 
^vemmeni  would  step  forward  and  say,  "sneh 
ts  our  plan,  such  is  oar  opinion,  and  lacu  are  our 
reasons  in  support  of  it,"  I  woulit  meet  It  fairly, 
would  openly  o^^iose,  or  pledge  myself  to  inpport 
iL  But,  without  compass  or  polar  star,  I  will  not 
launch  into  an  ocean  of  nnexplored  measares, 
which  stand  condemned  hr  all  the  information  to 
which  I  hare  access.  The  Coattituiion  of  the 
United  States  declares  it  to  be  the  province  and 
the  daiy  of  the  President  "to  give  to  Congress, 
'  from  ttiiie  to  time,  information  of  the  state  of 
'  the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their  cooiidera- 
'  tioo  soeh  measures  as  he  shall  judge  expedient 
'  and  uedessary."  Has  he  done  itf  I  know,  sir, 
that  we  m*r  **yi  'Dd  do  say,  that  we  are  inde- 
pendent, (wonid  il  were  true;)  as  free  to  give  a 
direction  to  the  Executive  at  to  receive  it  from 
him.    BiU  do  what  yoa  will,  foreitD  talaiioiu, 


every  measure  short  of  war,  and  even  (he  course 
of  hostilities.,  depends  upon  him.  He  siands  at 
the  helm,  aod  must  guide  the  vessel  of  Bute. 
Tou  give  him  money  to  buy  Florida,  end  he  pur- 
chases Louisiana.  You  may  furnixh  means;  the 
apidieatioo  of  those  meant  rests  with  him.  Let 
not  the  master  and  mate  go  below  when  the  ship 
is  in  distre>!<,  and  throw  the  responsibility  upon 
the  cook  and  the  cabin-kioy.  I  said  aa  when  yont 
doors  were  shut ;  I  scorn  to  say  less  now  that  tfaej 
are  open.  Gentlemen  msy  say  vhat  they  please. 
Tbey  may  nnt  an  iaiignificant  individilal  lo  the 
ban  of  the  RepnUtc — I  shall  not  alter  my  courae. 
I  blush  with  indignation  at  the  misrepresentations 
which  have  gone  forth  in  the  public  prints  of  oar 
proceedings,  public  aod  private.  Are  the  people 
of  the  United  Btatea.  the  real  sovereigns  of  tha 
country,  unworthy  of  knowing  what,  then  is  loo 
much  reason  to  believe,  has  been  commnnieated 
to  the  privileged  spies  of  foreign  Oovernmentsl 
I  think  our  eitiaeos  just  as  welTenritied  to  know 
what  has  passed  as  the  Martfuia  Yrujo,  who  baa 
bearded  your  President  to  bia  face,  insulted  yeur 
Qovernment  within  its  own  peculiar  jurisdiciiuD, 
and  outraged  all  decency.  Do  you  mistake  thia 
diplomatic  puppet  for  an  automaton  1  He  has 
orders  for  all  he  does.  Take  his  instructions  from 
hit  pocket  to-morrow,  they  are  signed  "Charlea 
Maurice  Talleyrand."  Let  the  nation  know  what 
they  have  to  depend  upon.  Be  true  to  them,  and 
(trust  me)  tbey  wilt  prove  true  to  themselves  antl 
to  yoD.  The  people  are  booeet— now  at  home  at 
their  tdooghs,  not  dreaming  of  what  yon  areabont. 
Bat  tne  spirit  of  inquiry,  that  has  too  long  slep^ 
will  be,  ranat  be,  awakened.  Let  tbera  wgin  to 
think — not  losavsoch  tbincsare  proper  becatna 
they  have  been  oone^-of  wbat  has  been  done,  and 
wherefore,  and  all  wilt  be  rigbL 

The  Committee  then  roee,  and  the  Honse 
•djouraed. 

TanaaDAT,  March  0. 
Mr.  CoHBin.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  twelfth  of  December  last^  a 
letter  ia  the  Oerman  tanguBge,from  Dsvid  Chns- 
toph  Man,  addressed  to  the  Speaker,  preseniing 
to  Congress  a  copy  of  his  works,  made  ■  report 
thereon;  whieh  was  read, and  considered;  Where- 

Rfclved,  That  the  Librarian  be  directed  to  re- 
ceive and  lake  charge  of  the  said  books,  and  that 
the  Speaker  be  requested  to  acknowledge,  by  « 
letter  addressed  to  the  said  Divid  Cnrisioph  Man, 
the  accepiance  of  the  said  books. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
menu  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  eotiilad 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Oovernor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary, ofthelndianaTerrKory:"  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
with  the  bill, he  coromited  to  aCummitteeofiha 
whole  H'lnse  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  (he  amend- 
menti  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
*'An  act  relating  to  bonds  givot  by  Marshalst** 
WJieieapoo. 
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OrJend,  Thai  ibc  nid  aaMBdmeato,  Uguher 
wiib  tlie  bill,  be  referred  to  Ux.  Tai^uiadoe,  Mr. 
CbARX,  and  Mr.  HAHTmas. 

The  bill  wac  from  ibe  Seoate,  eJitiUed  "Ad  act 
tor  ibe  iiunisbtoeat  of  counterfeiling  tli^  eurreot 
ooia  of  toe  Uoiifd  Stales,  aod  foroiherpurpaie)," 
WBi  ceail  twice,  and  c'ln^m'iiwl  to  *  Comiaitifie 
of  iha  whole  Uodm  od  Thuraday  aexi. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Cahfbsll,  ooe  of  ibe  aoeintwrB 
from  the  State  of  Teaneaieee,  pres«ated  vo  the 
Ho uae .certain  reavlutiooa  of  the  Qeneral  Ajsem- 
blr  uf  the  Htd  State,  for  ibe  openiag  the  Muscle 
&&o»l>,  io  the  rivef  Teaaesaea ;  whicti  were  read, 
m4  Kferred  lo  Mr.  0.  W.  CAHPaGU.  Mr.  Vak- 
MDH,  Mr-  Walton,  Mr.  LBwie,and  Mr.  SPAtJtiNcv 

Mr.  a.  W.  CAHTUt-lq  moved  the  fuUowing 
i«aoluliuD : 

Jfaiwbarfi  Th*tf«tMiMiiiNightl«ba  madaforopMi- 
(■gawl  io)i»c»*ing.  tb«  lumgatiMi  of  tha  irrarTanaoi- 
tft,  Ihtaugtt  Iba  Huaala  Shoab,  in  the  MiaiiawflP*  Tar- 
ritorj. 

OriUred,  T!)at  th*  wd  nsolDtioD  be  Mfarred 
Mthe  oummittee  last  appointed. 

SON-IMPORTATION  OF  BRITISH  OOODB. 

The  Home  resolved  ita«ir  iaio  a  Comoiiuec  of 
the  Whole  oo  the  state  of  the  Uaicn  oa  Mr. 
Qaaa'ajesoluitDB. 

Mr.  N.  WtLUAHa. — The  sabjeot  now  under  coi)~ 
■ideratioQ  eaiU  for  a. display  of  all  the  koowiedga 
kod  upertence  of  comqieroial  man  and  uatasmeD. 
.^jid  alihough  I  do  not  profau  to  be  of  either  cluv, 
jet  if  I  should  chaace  to  bestow  a  mite  of  iafof^ 
malion  upon. a. subject  of  luich  vast  imporiaoae  ta 
tbis  caunirfj  it  wtll  do  doubt  be  favoiaUf  re- 
ceived by  thii  hoaorable  Committee. 

The  reaoluiioD  now  under  diaciuaioa  haafor  ita 
priacipalo'ijrct  the  proteeti^D  of  tt»eactiv«oo[D- 
meraa  of  our  couatry ;  it  iherefofe  becomeai  us 
perhaps,  before  we  enier  ioto  the  merita  of  tbe 
measure  proposed,  lo  iaquire  whether  commerce 
is  of  itself  so  important  to  us,  as  to  demand  oar 
protection.  This,  firai  iimair^  might  seem  dd- 
neeeavrT,  and  even  exiTaordinary.  had  ve  not 
Witaeased  so  reoeotly,  upou  this  floor,  the  ver; 
light  Md  trivial  manner  in  which  the  commerce 
Qi  thia  couatry  has  besu  treated,  and  had  wc  not 
heard  the  very  strao^  opiaioo,  that  it  ought,  to. 
be  left  to  take  care  of  itaelf. 

It  is  possible  that  the  agricultural  class,  which 
embraceB  a  Tery  great  vtd  respcctaUa  p^rt  of  tbe 

SOpulatioa  of  our  country,  will  look  for  some  evi- 
ence  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  to  them  from 
theprotectedeDterpriwof  our  merchants.  Those 
benefits,  however,  are  so  obvious  to  an  aiteative 
observer,  that  verv  Utile,  need  be  urged  to  reB4er 
ihem  apparent.  It  has  been  juMlv  said  that  as- 
liculiore  end  commerce  are  banamaids  to  eaca 
other.  Indeed  ihetr  ioleresis  ar^  stioUKly  and 
durably  ioterworeo.  Commerce  bai^  a  direct  ten- 
dency to  raise  the  price  of  the  product  of  the  far- 
mer's labor,  by  seeking  in  every  part  of  the  world 
Ibe  best  markets  for  our  ariiclea  of  export,  and  by 
bringing  back  and  scattering  though  the  country 
that  circulating  medium,  which  cherishes  iudus- 
by,  and  tweeteaa  the  toils  of  the  laboier.     If 


wabadqotau  active  oomraeroe  aoMMWoarawn 
citizens,  it  is  evident  thai  foreign  roerclianiji  and 
nations  only,  would  be  enticbed  bjr  ibe  prufiis  of 
our  Sfiriculture,  would  convert  us  intanMr«  dig- 
gers of  tJie  soil  fur  their  benefit,  and  woiiU  ibere- 
by  gain  the  ramus  of  iosuliiag  and  depa^i^  na 
more  abundantly.  Tbe  price  of  oiht  prwdu««  w^L 
lessen  io  the  proportion  ibat  we  curtail  the  maaos 
of  tranqwfiifw  it  to  ihe  best  fi>reign  invketa,  and 
the  meaos  will  a.ssutedly.  be  curtailed  if  we  with- 
draw our  pioteetioo  from  tbe  ealerprisa.  of  out 
ciueens  upon  the  ocean.  Declare  u>  foreign  na- 
tions that  the  active  oommerae  of  this  ooontry 
laeeU  no  Langar  the  foeterj^  care  of  OovaiBraeot, 
aad  ypu  wiirsooa  beat  oT  their  lenfokd  iaauleDea 
upen  the  aeas ;  and  out  veseels,  frawued  from  the 
eajoymeat  of  their  rights  tfaeve,  will  find.  »o  ^r- 
lum  in  our  harbors  only,  where  ibey  will  be  luit 
to  roi.  Tbe  produce  of  out  country  mutt  share 
a  similat  bte,  unless  we  couseM  to  dispoaa  of  it 
10  foreign  merchania  and  EpcouletorB,  u  any  price 
they  may  please  to  offer  for  it.  But  what  is  nol 
less  imjurtani,  if  we  have  a  i^aird.for  naonUaad 
.happiness,  a. h(<rud  picture  here  pre«ents  itself^ 
Ibal  moment  you.staigoale  Lherenlof  your  grai^ 
an  extensive  inland  Qouatry  will  he  iaundateii 
with  whiskey  and  the  deatiuciive  vices  which 
4ow  froini  the  free  use  of  it. 

Alihotigb  important,  thia  ii  far  froia  being  the 
mosi  imporlant  view  which  may  beisbea  of  thia 
subject.  Ii  is  s,  cooaedrd  point,  tb«t  oar  Qurcra- 
ment  must  by  sorsie  means  or  oihir^bavetevenne. 
The  newest  statesneo  aad.  potrtota  of  this  csuo' 
try,  boive-  united,  I  believe,  in  QootidMing  cook- 
meree  as  out  isoat  fraitful  source  of  tevenoe  and 
riches.  It  praaent|t.a.mode  of  fiscal  exaction,  iba 
most  iU'UMun  with  (he  spirit  and  feeliags  as  well 
as  the  inieiasts  of  tbe  Ameriean  people — ibai  of 
indirect  taxation..  By  this  nwda  the  eonaimera 
of  articles  of  iureigo  growth  and  maaufaeiute, 
contribute  &eely  aad  copiously  le  the  auppori  of 
OUT  Gaveraiiieat,and  lo  thai  fund  which  is  des- 
lined  to  Ibe  payment  of  tbe  national  debt,  and 
Ibis  loo  without  feeling  in  a  gn*^  degree  tba 
weight  of  tbe  conlribulioB.  But  the  moment^sii, 
we  give  up  ibia  source  of  revenue,  or  expose  »  le 
the  cupidit*  aad  rapacity  of  foreign  Powers,  a  re- 
aoit  to  laodes  of  laxalioo  leas  oongenial  wiili  ths 
epirit  of  freeJom  moat  ba  inevitable.  Let  ihoae 
wh«  are  for  giving  up  this,  look  about  and  lev 
what  other  souseea  of  revenoe  oar  couBlty  caa 
Airnisb.  Experience,  that  mother  of  wisdom,  baa 
already  iastruct^d  ut,  that  ezrise  law*  are  too 
odious  in  many  pailaof  our  couatry,  to  be  borne; 
indeed  this  source  of  revenue  would  at  best  be 
trifling.  Personal  properly  is  of  a  oataie  toa 
occult  and  too  liable  to  sfaifi  and  change  to  be-, 
come  a  safe  apd  permanent  source  of  revenue. 
The  sale  of  tbe  pobJielaads,  relied  on  by  some,  it 
an  expedient  wbicb  on  many  accounts  will  bt 
slow  aod  inrfficieni;  but  if  the  seatimeoi  pre- 
vails of  leaving  commerce  to  take  caro  of  itseir, 
and  my  noiioas  are  correct  that  such  a  measure 
will  paralj'ie  the  industry  of  ihe  farmer,  it  maf 
very  juiiily  be  doubted,  wheifaei  our  wild  lat-di 
will  meqt  witli  ■  ie«dy  nuket     Whmt  Ibeo,  I 
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try,  as  to  be  one  of  Ihe  power 
o*erlbrow  of  ooe  AdminiBtmion.  and  if  again  re- 
sorted to,  may  poniUy  produce  tne  desliuctioD  of 
another. 

Should  coostdetations  like  diese,  tborooghty 
pDnoed,  prove  iosafficieiit  to  eoDTince  geoilemen 
that  the  commerce  of  this  country  i«  vfrthy  to 
be  Bhjelded  by  her  protecting  arm,  I  may  despair 
of  doing  it  perbaps,  by  any  furtner  arginmenta 
vithiii  my  power  to  adduce.  Bot  it  it  certainly 
dcMtviag  the  remembrsnee  of  this  honorable 
body,  that  oar  Oovemment,  by  the  course  it ' 
takeo,  has  loop  since  pledged  ilself  to  rapport 
rights  and  iatereats  of  otit  merchants  upon  ihe 
ocean.  Aoide  of  the  immense  rerenues  drawn 
Irom  ilkeir  enterprise  and  IndDstry,  we  may  eon- 
nder  Ihe  masnres  alone,  adopted  by  our  Govern- 
ment,  to  protect  and  guarantee  their  interests,  by 
eompacts  with  foreign)  nations  and  armaments  for 
their  defence,  as  having  the  direct  effect  of  luring 
tbem  to  embark  their  properly  npon  the  seas  with 
the  most  implicit  security,  aad  with  almost  a  cer- 
laio  assurance  that  this  protection  should  be  coD- 
tinued.  In  short,  I  do  not  see  how  it  ean  be  de- 
nied that  these  privileges  are  as  much  entitled  to 
tbe  protection  of  OoTernmenl,  as  those,  equally. 
though  not  more  sacred,  which  are  enjoyed  by 
our  fellow-citizens  upon  land.  To  relinquish  any 
of  them  would  be  taking  a  step  towards  a  das- 
lardly  abandonment  of  our  independence  as  a  na- 
tion— and  would  be  announcing  to  every  people 
OD  earth,  that  we  have  become  so  tame  and  sub- 
missivo  that  we  are  willing  to  he  converted  into 
simple  tools  and  instruments  for  their  use  and  pro- 
fit, and  to  desert  tbe  defence  of  our  own  sacred 
riithiB.  Whatever  course  policy  or  wisdom  might 
.  bare  dietatsd  to  this  nation  a  priori  respeetmg 
commerce,  it  is  evidently  too  late  now  to  retrace 
oor  steps ;  pay,  we  cannot  do  it,  short  of  treachery 
towards  the  mercantile  interest,  and  without 
rendering  onrtalves  a  subject  of  derision  and  con- 
tempt to  all  Europe.  If  we  shrink  on  the  present 
occasicm  from  thai  bold  and  energetic  course 
which  the  times  leeni  to  call  for,  what  a  re- 
ipectaUe  figure  we  shall  rat  in  historyl  This 
will  be  our  story:— "The  American  nation,  find- 
ing her  commerce  in  the  Mediterrttnean  pestered 
by  the  petty  barbarous  Powers  sdrroanding  that 
MO,  blastcrcd  and  Ulked  manfully  like  Bobadil  in 
the  play.  Now  ihie  bero  was  invincible,  or  he 
would  not  have  talked  so  valiantlv.  'Twesty 
more—kilt  them !    Twenty  more — kill  tbem  too!' 


It  their  rights  apon  the  ocean  were 
assailed  by  a  nation  at  once  r«spectable  and  pow- 
erful, they  meanly  shrunk  from  the  contest,  and 
in  vain  did  their  admired  £xecotive  endeavor  to 


rally  the  representatives  of  the  people,  in  suppoit 
of  the  firm  and  dignified  meaMres  which  he  re- 
commended." 

If  therefore  it  is  clear,  as  I  trust  it  is,  that  com- 
merce is  the  great  supporter  of  agriculture— that  it 
isatthesame  time  themoBirationalaod  most  proli- 
fic sourceof  revenoe  and  riches  to  our  eountry,  aad 
9Ih  CoH.— 19 


if,  in  addition  to  this,  Giorern  meat  has  pledged  itself 
to  a  vast  body  of  respectable  citizens,  m  every  part 
of  the  United  States,  to  protect  tneir  property 
legally  employed  in  commerce— to  say  that  this 
commerce  shall  now  be  left  to  lake  care  of  itself— 
of  all  the  insulting  mockeries  ever  ofiered  to  this 
nation,  this  appears  to  me  the  moil  insulting. 
But  with  many,  end  I  do  not  snfler  myself  to 
doubt,  with  a  great  majority  of  this  Committee, 
this  question  may  be  considered  as  at  rest.  Com- 
merce is  worthy  of  onr  protection.  Our  natural 
situation^  and  the  laudable  enterprise  of  our  citi- 
zens, which  leads  them  into  every  sea  and  to  every 
landj  have  made  it  ours,  and  we  cannot  abandon 
it  without  being  guilty  of  the  most  palpable  folly. 
Bbonld  any  gentleman  here  really  believe,  not- 
wkhstandiog  the  volumes  of  evidence  which  haro 
loaded  our  tables  to  the  contrary,  that  our  com- 
mercial rights  have  not  been  injured  or  insnlied 
by  tbe  British  nation,  I  confess  I  should  feel  m_y- 
self  at  a  loss  how  to  address  him.  If  he  will  dis- 
credit what  all  our  merchants,  all  our  statesmen, 
and  the  best  writers  npon  the  law  of  nations  de- 
clare to  be  true,  I  should  consider  him  as  irreco- 
verably lost  in  the  region  of  doubts,  where  I  should 
be  disposed  lo  leave  him  in  the  undisturbed  enioy- 
raenl  of  his  own  rloomy  imagination.  Indeed,  so 
clear  does  this  subject  appear  to  me,  that  I  fear  it 
would  be  wasting  time  even  to  state  a  grievance 
so  well  known  to  all.  QreatBritain  has  for  many 
years  styled  herself  mistress  of  the  ocean.  And  in 
tnich  it  cannot  be  denied  that  she  has  erected 
upnn  that  element  a  coIoiiiib  of  power  which  over- 
looks and  would  overawe  all  the  nations  on  the 
globe.  "Rule  Britannia"  is  an  old  song  of  her 
sinsiDgi  Bnd  I  have  somewhere  read  that  the 
ballads  of  a  nation  go  far  to  portray,  if  not  to  form 
the  spirit  and  propensities  of  a  people.  Conse- 
quently, jealous  of  every  ^ her  commercial  nation, 
this  haughty  queen  would  naturally  endeavor  to 
suppress  the  rapid  and  lofty  soaring  of  the  Ame- 
rican Bagle.  This  jealousy  has  of  coarse  given 
rise  to  those  principles  which  she  attempts  to  in- 
terp<^ate  into  the  laws  of  nations,  and  of  which 
we  now  complain  ;  such  as— ihat  a  trade  opened 
to  neutrals  by  a  nation  at  war.  on  account  of  the 
war,  is  unlawful ;— that  a  vessel  on  her  return 
voyage  ■■  liable  to  capture,  on  account  of  having 
carried,  on  her  outward  voyage,  eontraband  arti- 
cles to  an  enemy's  porL  To  these  may  be  added 
the  right  wbieb  she  daringly  assumea  and  cruelly 
executes,  of  impressing  persons  from  American 
bottoms,  niling  under  the  American  flag  upon 
the  high  seas;  and  other  princiides  not  less  im- 
portant though  totally  destitute  of  any  le^l  or 
equitable  fouOdation,  and  against  which  this  na- 
tion ought  lo  tifc  up  her  hands  to  Heaven  by  war 
of  solemn  protest.  And  what  is  alarming  to  all 
reflecting  men  is,  that  the  courts  of  Great  Britain, 
Which  have  hiiherto  stood  high  in  the  estimation 
of  all  civilized  nations  for  integrity,  and  for  legal 
and  p«liiical  knowledge,  have  Men  found  of  late 
servile  enough  to  attempt  to  weave  into  the  code 
of  nations,  any  principles  which  have  been  recom- 
mended by  that  Qovemmeni  as  favorable  to  her 
inlereils.    Now,  it  appears  to  me,  sir^  that  the 


Digitized  byGOOglC 


670 


HISTORT  OP  CONGRESS. 


680 


a.orR. 


AEm-Aqioriafioti  <f  Ooodtfivm  Chrtat  Britain. 


H*BOB,iaoa. 


qneatioo  u  Doi  to  mticb,  whether  we  ahall  tor- 
Tender  (o  (bat  natioD  thoee  peiticulor  brmoe^  of 
the  eartyiDK  trade,  which  oaTe  giveo  rise  lo  our 
dispute*  wim  her,  u  whether  we  tfaall  be  allowed 
loretaia  any  free  eommeree  spon  theoocanataU. 
For  all  miui  aee,  thttt  alihoogb  that  natioD  U  alow 
and  eantioot  in  lU  progress  to  abMiluK  maritime 
aovereigntr,  ret,  her  strides  are  firm  and  deter- 
ninedi  and  nathiag  is  more  certain  than  this, 
that  whatever  rishu  we  resif^  with  tame  sub- 
nitslon  are  gone  Torerer.  It  is  alarming  to  hear 
it  cud,  u  it  Das  been  upon  this  floor,  with  a  kind 
Oftriomph,  What!  ■ball  we  qnarrel  with  m  pow- 
erful natioQ  for  so  trifling  an  abject  as  the  carry- 
ing trade  f  9uch  blindoeM  is  to  me  astonishing. 
That  nation  and  her  courts  hare  not  till  lateljr  in- 
aisted,  with  any  hope  of  establishing,  upon  the  prin- 
ciple* now  cooieoded  for.  It  is  now  an  ezperi- 
■ftent  only.  She  will  either  advance  or  recede, 
according  to  the  spirit  with  which  we  meet  her 
wurpations.'  This  is  only  one  step  in  the  ladder, 
ud  this  ladder  reaehee  aronnd  the  globe.  A  na- 
tion which  makes  cooTenienee  and  power  the 
only  rule  of  right  and  justice,  will  find  do  end  to 
her  preleosioos.  To-day  she  flods  it  conreaient 
to  prohibit  our  earryiog  the  sarplos  colonial  pro- 
duce in  oar  markets  to  foreign'  countries;  to-mor- 
low  she  will  find  it  eonrenient  to  prohibit  tbe  car- 
riage of  onr  own  produce,  in  our  own  bottoms,  to 
foreign  markets ;  and  she  always  has  power  to  en- 
force the  dictates  of  her  oonreoience.  No,  sir,  I 
wonid  not  surrender  one  single  right  which  our 
interest  and  honor  call  upon  us  to  defend :  aod 
more  especially,  if  by  recetUng  one  step,  we  jeo|Mr> 
dize  all  tbe  fair  features  of  our  commerce,  let  ns 
boUly  contend  for  erery  restige. 

This  I  hope  and  trust  weshali  attempt  to  do,  by 
erery  means  which  Qod  uid  Nttore  hare  so 
abundantly  ^ced  in  our  powei — rneau,  which, 
if  applied  with  firmneaa  and  energy,  will  doub^ 


« the  desired  ellect.   Butmata 


means  is  the  ^oestion.  Tlie  profMMition  now  tm- 
der  consideiatioD,  or  something  similai  in  (ffittci- 
pie,  meets,  1  am  told,  the  ■pprobaiion  of  oar  neal- 
oat  and  wiseat  statesmen.  Those  in  this  Honse 
who  will  lake  a  cahn  eurrey  of  onr  sitaatioit,  I 
am  strong  in  the  belief,  will  also  approre  this  mea- 
soie,  or  one  not  much  nnlike  it  The  wisdom  and 
pcDctration  of  the  British  Csbiset  will  soon  per- 
Mtre,  that  soeh  a  meaaare,  if  adopted,  is  calcola- 
ted  to  raise  np  among  them  at  home  and  in  the 
West  ladie^  a  host  of  hungry  and  clamoroas  ad- 
voeates  fm  rights,  and  they  will  eoon  see  the  policy, 
if  not  the  necessity,  of  treating  ut  with  justice. 
But  without  taking  some  step  which  discorert 
ftimDess.  aad  decision  on  onr  part,  I  woald  ask, 
What  nrivUege  we  can  espeet  to  preeerre,  except 
that  alone  which  is  seldom  denied  to  the  weak  and 
contemptible,  the  pririlege  of  betngitliiadered  and 
Insolted  withoot  reserre  1  To  talk  of  oflensire 
war  is  anneeeasary,  it  is  childish.  The  weapon* 
within  onr  reach  are  not  at  preeen  t  warlike,  ihoogh 
eapableof wonndingdeeply,  8ome,bowever,ata 
d^oMnion  that  this  measure  will  lead  to  war.  I 
think  differeatly.  It  will,iB  my  opinion,  preeerre 
peace  aad  oar  coranucoe  at  the  eaate  time.    We 


TC  a  right  sarely  lo  say  to  any  nadon  that  la- 
res and  offende  ne,  that  we  will  stop  all  inter- 
course with  her,  until  she  copseots  to  do  ns  jnsticek 
But  this  project  is  to  lead  to  measoree  of  de- 
fcDoe,  and  to  a  foes  of  rerenue  I  This  in  a  degree 
'a  true.  And  with  thoee  who  weigh  nstianal 
ighta  and  honor  in  the  same  scales  with  dcUaia 
aad  eenls^bie  may  prore  an  inanrmonntaUe  dU 
jectioo.  Bat  I  hare  calculated,  that  onr  ports 
and  harbors  will  not  be  left  in  Uieir  preaent  ex- 
posed sitnatioa,  eren  though  this  measora  shonM 
not  be  adopted.  I  hope  at  any  rate  that  we  shall 
Gad  patriotism  enough  here  to  preeerre  as  &om 
this  oational  disgrace.  As  to  a  lose  of  rerenn^  it 
wiU  be  but  temporary.  But  oar  ecoBomieal  sy^ 
tem  forbids  eren  tbu  loss!  Shall  we  snffer  oe^ 
■ere*  to  be  seduced  by  this  plaoeiUe  and  popolar, 
this  sacred  word  "eeonomyT'  Hove  ecoaomy 
as  mnch  as  anybody ;  Bnt  let  as  rememba-  tte 
object  of  this  measure.  Shall  we,  for  fsar  otUtmt 
few  millions  of  dollan  deroted  to  tbe  Sink- 


solieitioas  than  myself  to  pay  the  natioaal  defa^ 
will  prore  themselres  willing,  I  hope,  to  pamie 
the  means,  aad  the  ooly  ratioaal  means  of  doing 


it.  Let  economy  be  embraeed  as  far  a 
be,  ia  consonance  with  honor  and  safety.  Thb 
is  trae  ecsnomy.  Another  sort  may  be  popolari 
bat  I  pronounce  it  dangerons. 

Ida  not  pretend  to  hare  entered  into  a  detailed 
aceoant  of  the  Iom  or  gain  of  rereaoe,  which 
will  follow  the  adoption  Ot  this  meassre.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  do  it  with  accuracy,  aad, 
riewiiw  the  subject  as  I  hare  done,  it  is  naneces- 
saiT.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  lo  know  that  theloas 
will  be  bat  tea>[H>nry,  and  sneh  a*  we  can  bear, 
and  that  the  gain  will  be  durable  and  bonOTn- 
ble  lo  onr  connlry.  With  renMcl  u  the  rariooa 
reeolations  laid  opon  oar  table,  relative  to  thia 
subject,  I  have  some  diffienltr  ia  dosiilitt^  wUe^ 
I  would  prefer.  Those  whica  aSect  qietuik  arti- 
eles,  by  laving  a  doty  upon  them,  are  not  cleat 
ofdiffienluee.  Too  canDotmakeasoleetion  with* 
o«t  matoially  aBecting  oerlaia  aeMiiMa  of  the 
UaioB.  The  reeoluiion  now  under  faeossuea 
otits  deep,  but  I  think  it  dcsffvea  a  p 

It  ia  aofortanate,  sir,  that  any  gen 
this  floor  sbonld  attempt  to  raise  ap  di 
among  onr  citizen*,  or  to  hold  np  to  the  odinm  of 
the  community  a  class  of  men  so  auaicTOaa  and 
respectable  as  that  of  onr  merchants.  If  me^ 
eantile  men  are  araricious,  agriealtnial  geatle- 
nua,  I  take  it,  are  not  totally  destitute  of  greedi- 
ness. They  both  labor,  no  doubt,  to  preeerre 
their  profits,  and  the  honoraUe  gentleman  from 
Virginia  himaelf  told  us,  the  other  day,  that  he 
had  not  yeteold  his  tobacco. 

Hr.  HMTBBa^-I  shall  not  deny  that  Oreat 
Britain  bas  Insulted  a*  by  impressing  oar  eearao^ 
neither  shall  I  deny  that  that  nation  has  eon■i^ 
ted  wanton  aggression*  and  depredations  on  Mr 
commerce,  ana  that  commerce  ought  to  be  |iro- 
leeted.  That  the  resolntion  under  cmisideratiea 
is  the  beat  course  to  be  pursued  for  the  intaieat  af 
thie  nation,  I  shall  eoniend  ^  ■' 


Digitized  byGoOgle 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


March,  1806. 


Nbn-hnpoTtatian  of  Qwtdajrmn  Ortat  Britain, 


H.  orR. 


Beatnioti  Kod  probibiliona  betwesa  italioDB 
lure  alirayi  ariten  from  two  circumHiascm — the 
fini,  to  promote  tbeir  home.JDdnsIry  or  manufu- 
tores.  The  liberal  price  of  Wage*,  joined  with 
the  plentr  and  cheapaeta  of  laod,  woioh  indacea 
the  laborer  to  quit  bis  emidofa  and  become  plan- 
ter or  farmer  hinuelf,  who  rewarda  with  the 
ame  liberality  which  indneiis  his  taboren  to  leave 
their  employraeot  for  the  ame  reaiooa  u  the 
flr»t:  therefore,  it  it  impomUe  for  manafaclDrea 
to  flonriah  to  thia  conntry  in  our  pregaot  aitiu- 

Tbe  caee  in  moit  other  eouniriei  U  very  differ- 
ent where  the  price  of  labor  ia  low,  and  the  rent 
■nd  the  profit  conaame  the  wagea  of  the  laborer, 
and  the  higher  order  of  people  oppreaa  the  interior, 
whieh  1  hope  never  to  aee  io  thii  country. 

It  majr  rationally  be  calcalated  that  some  of 
the  Eaatern  and  Middle  Statea  will  erenttuilly  be- 
come manabeturiD^Stateai  aomeof  those  State* 
are  nearly  filled  with  people,  and  many  iodiri- 
doala  have  large  eapitaU  employed  in  foreigo 
eommerceuto  the  amount  in  many  imtancea  of  two 
and  three  hundred  thaDsaod  dollara  each.    When 

Seace  takea  place  io  Europe,  and  (hinga  come 
own  to  dieir  oarnral  itaodara,  and  they  can  no 
longer  employ  that  capital  to  adrantage  in  com- 
mercial ipeeulalioDs.  Ibey  will  withdraw  (he 
same  from  that  employment:  they  miut  make 
uae  of  thote  eapitala  somewhere ;  they  eaonot 
Teat  them  to  any  advaotage  ia  oar  public  funds, 
hsok  aiock  or  other  corporaiiona,  beyond  a  certain 
extent ;  they  therefore,  by  the  aid  ot  water-works 
and  machinery,  will  oalnrally  employ  those  eap- 
itaJji  in  maDUfaelnret^  and  I  tntat  the  time  it 
not  maav  years  diataot.    That  ia  not 


,  and  can  have  no  bearing  on  the  preaei 
question ;  indeed  it  ia_  hari)l]r  contended  that  tl 


lewjluiion  it  brought  forward  for  that  parpoie  >  i* 
mui  t&erefore  be  Drought  forward  foe  aome  other 

prohibitioL. , 

lenee  of  national  animoaity,  which  generally 
in  war.  Thia  circumstanee  baa  brimght  thiti  ___ 
Intion  into  czisteaoe :  the  preamble  apeaka  war- 
like language,  and  the  whole  taken  together  it 
a  prelnde  to  war  wi^  a  nation  who  haa  two 
hukdred  ahipa^-tbe-line,  four  hundred  frigates, 
betides  gun-brigs  and  other  armed  vetael^  whoee 
revenue  u  between  forty  and  fitiy  milliona  ater- 
lini^  who  can  go  to  war  with  ua  withont  any 
additiooal  ezpase  to  themsdrea,  who  will  sweep 
the  ocean  of  American  commerce,  amomitmg  10 
nearly  one  hundred  million  of  didlara.  What 
■hen  will  be  the  situation  of  your  carrying  trade? 
What  then  will  be  the  sitoation  of  your  com- 
merce and  Tour  conntry  t 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Haaaaehu- 
aelts  (Idt.  CROWHiHSBtBLo)  has  told  na  "  if  we  go 
to  wu,  we  can  do  Qreat  Bniain  the  most  iiijnry." 
The  Barigaliou  of  thur  merchant  veasel^ia  prut- 
cipally  carried  en  naderconroy.  Some iodiridu- 
aU  may  fit  out  a  few  privateers  and  capture  now 
and  then  a  vestri,  aad  put  some  [wize  money  in 
their  privale  poakett;  it  camol  be  of  any  advan* 


tage  to  the  nation,  whieh  will  groan  under  poverty 
and  diatrett. 

It  appears  to  me  a  mailer  of  great  deliberation 
how  far  we  ought  to  adopt  the  present  resolution, 
by  prohthiting  the  iatportatioD  of  British  manu- 
bcnires.  In  everjr  country  it  ever  was,  and  al- 
ways most  be,theiDterest  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people  to  buy  whatever  iltey  want,  of  those  who 
sell  it  cheapest  We  eaonot  procnre  the  same 
articles  so  cheap  elsewhere ;  even  rikonld  the 
measure  not  involve  ui  in  a  war,  prohibitions  and 
revenge  naturally  dictate  retaliation,  and  nationa 
seldom  fail  to  do  It.  The  honorable  mover  of  the 
retolDtiott  (Ut.  CtRnoo)  asks  ua,  "bow  it  is  to  be 
inferted.  we  cannot  abide  by  and  execute  thia 
svsiem  7"  It  ia  to  be  inferred  from  retaliation,  and 
observation  of  nations  who  have  preceded  na. 
When  France,  in  1667,  laid  disc  rim  iDa  ting  dntiea 
on  Holland,  the  Diuch  retaliated  by  the  prohibi- 
liou  of  French  wines,  brandies,  and  the  like:  e 
war  foUowed,  and  the  peace  of  Nimignen  regu- 
lated their  commercial  disputes.  About  that  lime 
the  English  prohibited  the  importation  of  lace 
manufaeinred  in  Flanders ;  the  Ooveroment  of 
(hat  country,  which  was  then  nnderihe  dominion 
of  Spain,  immediately  retaliated  and  prohibited 
all  importation  of  English  woollens.  Soott  after 
this,  the  French  and  ETDglith  mutually  began  their 
heavy  duties  and  prohibitions,  and  have  era 
since  been  io  commercial  disputes,  quarrels,  and 
hottilttiea;  and  we,  with  oor  eyet  open,  are  now 
going  into  the  same  system.  The  same  honora- 
ble gentleman  baa  alto  said  itwoiUd  attack  Qreat 
Britain  in  her  vitals,  in  her  mannfaeiories  and 
warehouses.  It  seemta  bad  method  of  compensa- 
ting inJDriea  done  to  us.  to  do  another  worse  in- 
jury to  ourselves,  which  I  believe  will  be  the 
case  by  adopting  the  prcaent  reaolutioni  it  will 
have  a  natural  tendenc]^  to  retaliation  and  reven^. 
It  it  reij  problraiatieal  whether  the  carryinf 
trade  is  advantageont  to  this  nation.  Oar  mer- 
chants in  that  employ  traiMporiing  foreign  pro- 
duce from  Batavb  and  the  West  Indiea  to  the 
United  Stales,  and  storing  the  cargoes  for  aome ' 
lime  in  warehoueea  aad  reshipptng  the  same  10 
Holland,  the  Hante  Towns,  Antwerp  in  French 
FiandRs,  and  other  pons;  and  in  some  instances 
Ukingthe  avails  ofthcee  cargoes,  and  proceeding 
to  China,  from  whence  they  return  with  teas;  in 
other  instances  proceed  to  loriand  and  lay  out 
the  avails  in  Bntish  goods  |  and  then  making  cir- 
caitoDS  foyagea  of  two  and  three  years,  with 
those  large  eapitals  out  of  our  coantry,  and  be- 
fore they  can  releaae  those  cargoes  eo  at  to  pnr- 
ihase  OUT  domestie  produce. 

My  worthy  colleagae  IVom  New  York,  who  haa 
just  «t  down,  (Mr.  WiLLum,)  has  observed, 
"  that  ootmnerce  is  essential  to  this  country,  and 
agriculture  naturally  goes  with  it,'"  thia  proposi- 
tion, taken  Bbstractedly,  I  shall  ool  deny ;  and  then 
asks  as,  "where  ii  the  revenue  to  support  Oor- 
emmeniT'  1  will  anawer  that  genllemao,  fay  aak- 
iug  him  the  same  question.  Where  is  the  revenue 
to  support  Qovem men t,  when  nearly  one  half  of 
that  reveuna  is  derived  from  Great  Britain  and 
hs  dependenciesi    I  would  uk  that  gcntlemas 
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where  is  to  be  llw  market  for  23,00(^000  weight  of 
cotloD  BilDually  exported,  (it  ia  not  to  he  presumed 
they  will  not  retaliate  in  every  particular  j)  where 
is  (a  be  the  marJiet  fur  your  lobacco,  potashes, 
flaxseed,  provisions,  and  other  domestic  produce, 
exported  fram  this  country  to  Great  BritalD,  the 
British  East  and  West  lodies,  and  NewfouudlaDil, 
to  (he  aoDual  value  of  between  20  and  $30,000  0007 
Rely  on  it,  if  yoQ  adopt  ibie  measure,  you  will  em- 
barrass all  the  operaiioos  of  OoTeiumeut,  all  the 
operations  of  the  eonnnunity.  and  must  have  re 
course  to  direct  taiaiion  on  tne  farmer,  who  will 
be  unable  to  pay,  for  the  want  of  a  price  for  bis 
produce;  your  merchants  become  bankrupts  ai)d 
you  distress  the  agriculturists.  ' 

The  same  honorable  geuileman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania has  further  ohserved,  "it  will  be  such  a 
■bock  upon  Great  Britain,  she  will  not  be  able  to 
endure  it."  Let  that  genileman  reflect  oa  the 
wealth  and  maritime  power  of  that   country. 


alt  the  vain  attempts,  they  yet  regulate  the 
merce  of  the  world.  I  must  confess  I  hare  but 
little  faith  in  ooderiaking  commercial  regulations 
with  that  nation,  and  I  helieve  we  shall  sliuw  a  very 
pretty  fienre  in  the  attempt,  and  be  obliged  to  re- 
cede wi  to  disgTac«,  and  I  cannot  voiefot  the  pres- 
ent resolution. 

Mr.  SsiiuE.— I  am  in  favor,  Mr.  Chairman,  of 
the  resolution  under  con  side  rat  ion ;  and  iest  it 
should  be  supposed  1  am  an  enthusiast  in  respect 
to  commerce,  and  daserva  to  be  clas;<ed  among 
that  desperate  order  of  men  called  mercbaDis,  ac- 
cording lo  (he  representation  which  we  have  hqd 


questioD,. whether  commerce  ought  (o  be  consid- 
ered as  beneficial  in  its  relation  to  the  United 
Btatet.  I  have  lung  thought  (hat  (here  is  an  ei- 
•epiial  difiereoce  between  what  is.  in  the  common 
langnage  of  the  world,  a  splendid,  aod  gteat,  nnd 
a  happy  [leople.  I  have  been  led  to  ihiok  that 
the  situatjou  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 


if  (hree  thoasaod  miles,  possessing  an  . 

region  of  land,  hsfiog  full  emploj'me&t  fc 

people  in  the  cultivation  of  the  earth — having, 
irom^  the  variety  of  her  climate  aod  the  difference 
of  her  soil,  the  meana  of  Bupptyiog  herseir,  ool 
only  with  all  the  necessaries  of  life  in  abundance, 
bat  with  many  of  its  oomforls,  and  even  sonte  of 
its  lozuriea— from  these  eoDsiderations,  I  hare 
been  led  to  think  it  bad  been  happier  if  the  Ame- 
rican people,  when  they  beeame  an  independent 
ution,  had  foond  theiaselves  without  commerce, 
and  had  still  remained  so.  Thus  cirenmsiatkcedl 
they  would  ceuaioly  have  avoided  those  dangers 
which  flow  from  the  weakness  of  an  extended 
trade,  and  those  luxuries  which  have  hitherto 

E roved  so  fatal  to  morals,  happiness,  and  liberty. 
a  my  opinion,  we  should  have  been  a  happier 
people  without  commerce.  Among  the  considera- 
tioDswhicb  have  induced  me  to  l^lieve  that  this 
would  hare  been  a  happy  state,  is,  that  we  should 
bareeojoyedapcrfaatetMeorsafety.    Weahould 


not  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  cooflicting 
with  foreign  nations ;  because  commerce,  and  com- 
merce alone,  can  produce  those  conflicts.  I  have 
expressed  this  opinion,  to  show  that  I  have  not 
been  led  by  any  particular  attachment  to  cdoi- 
merce,  to  take  that  part  which  1  have  dedaitd  I 
would  do  OD  the  present  occasion.  But  what  was 
the  situation  of  the  American  people  when  they 
first  found  themselves  a  nation  7  And  what  are 
the  duties  imposed  upon  us  by  the  compact  we 
entered  into?  As  to  any  abstract  opinioni  we 
may  entertain  on  this  subject,  they  ought  lo  have 
no  jofluence  here  upon  us.  1  stand  litre  on  other 
ground,  and  date  not  resist  the  dictates  of  duty.  I 
was  astonished  yesterday  to  hear  it  mentioned  by 
the  geotleiaaii  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  J.  RAJtnoLPS,) 
aodlioldiy  asserted,  referring  (o  the  Constitution, 
that  the  American  Government  was  noder  no 
ohlig^ion  (o  protect  any  property  of  itscJUTeos 
one  foot  from  the  shore.  Iwu  astonisbfd  at  (his 
declaration,  because  1  could  see  to  what  it  went. 
I  «aw,  if  Iliia  was  the  opinion. of  the  Souihein 
Stales,  where  it  would  end.  The  situstion  of 
this  people,  when  they  became  a  nation,  wai  [his: 
The  Eastern  States  might  properlv  be  said  lobe 
a  commercial  people,  as  they  lived  oycommetcc, 
the  Middle  Slates  were  paidy  commercial  and 
partly  agricultural ;  the  Southern  Slato,  jn^petly 
speaking,  were  agricultural.  This  opposiiioa  of 
character  must  have  created  g^te^t  difficulty  in 
forming  the  Constitution,  aod,  in  trotb,  this  and 
other  points  threw  great  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
its  formation.  But  a  spirit  of  concession  oret- 
came  all  difficulties.  Is  it,  however,  to  be  be- 
lieved, that  the  Eastern  Slates,  properly  commer- 
cial, or  the  Middle,  partaking  equally  of  (he  com- 
mercial and  agricultural  chaiaeier,  would  have 
united  with  the  Southern  States,  if  they  had  been 
told  that  commerce  was  to  receive  no  protection? 
No,  sir,  it  cannot  be  believed.  But  I  Uke  higher 
ground — the  compact  itself,  referred  to  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  Let  us  examine  the 
powers  vested  in  Congress  under  this  compact,  aod 
decide  whetber  commerce  was,  or  was  nolintended 
to  be  protected.  If  there  was  DO(hiiiE  specific  in 
these  powers,  the  first  page  would  show  ihe  in  len- 
tion  of  its  framers.  '^  We,  the  people  of  (be  If ni- 
■  led  Slates,  in  order  to  foim  a  more  perfect  anion, 
'  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity, 
'  provide  for  the  common  defence,  promote  the 
'  general  welfare,"  &c  If  we  go  on  to  the  tenia 
page,  we  shall  there  find  the  power  given  to  Con- 
gress, "  to  provide  and  maiatain  a  navy."  h  (he 
pro(ECtioo  of  commerce  contemplated  here,  or  is 
it  not  i  In  other  parts  of  the  instrument,  we  i>«* 
ceive  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  vested  in 
Congress.    Will  any  man  pretend  to  say  that  the 

Sower  of  establishing  a  navy  can  be  exercised  ia- 
epeodent  of  commerce  1  Every  man  of  cofl- 
mon  sense  knows  that  a  navy  cannot  even  eiiil 
witboui  it. 

HavioK  sufficiently  established  the  right  of  ccni- 
merce  to  protection  under  noder  the  CDDstituiiotH 
I  coma  now  to  consider  the  resolution  under  con. 
sideration.  We  fiud  our  rights  in  vaded  by  foreign 
nations,  and  a^i  attack  made  by  one  nation  on  oat 
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cariying  trade,  vhich,  in  my  opinion,  cannot  be 
mrranied  by  the  law  of  nations.  I  shalt  not  cod- 
deicend  to  argue  this  point.  I  beljere  it  to  be  a 
lawful  trade,  let  whoerer  inay  deny  it.  I  have 
taken  some  pains  to  make  myself  acquainteii  with 
the  subject,  ny  reading  ureral  trmiises  upon  it ; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  contempt  with  which  a 
certain  book  was  yesterday  treated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  I  will  reatnre  to  predict  that, 
when  the  mortal  part  of  thai  gentleman  and  my- 
aelf  shall  be  in  aihes,  the  author  of  that  work  will 
be  considered  a  great  man.  Nor  do  I  jadse  in  this 
exclusively  from  my  own  opinion,  bnt  from  the 
«pinioiis  of  men  of  duttngtmaed  talents,  from  dif- 
ferent and  distant  parts  of  the  Union,  who  alt 
concur  in  saying  that  the  writer  has  concinsiTelv 
established  the  principle  he  contends  for.  Indeeo, 
r  could  not  have  beliered,  bad  I  not  heard  it,  that 
a  Representative  of  the  American  people,  in  the 
face  of  the  L^sUture,  would  have  relioqaished 
so  precious  a  principle  I  But  there  was  a  curions 
feature  in  all  the  luminous  discoveries,  yesterday 
diselosad  to  na  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
in  whiek  he  strictly  obsOTVed  thernleofthe  rheto- 
rieisn— when  a  point  eonld  not  be  justified,  to  get 
over  it  as  well  as  he  could.  On  the  impressment 
of  our  seamen,  be  said  nothing.  He  knew  that 
the  American  feelings  wonld  not  bear  it.  When 
I  think  of  what  is  called  the  carrying  trade,  I  con- 
eider  it  a  small  evil  compared  to  this.  It  has  been 
compared  to  Atgerine  slavery,  but  it  is  worse. 
What  is  this  impressment?  Your  citizens  are 
seized  by  the  hand  of  violence,  and  if  they  refnse 
to  fight  the  battles  of  those  wbo  thus  lay  violent 
hands  upon  tbem,  you  see  them  bangins  at  the 
yard-arm.  In  the  fim  place,  they  are  obTised  to 
expose  their  persons  to  murder,  in  flghtine  the  bat- 
tles of  a  nation  to  which  Ibey  owe  no  all^anoe. 
Thevareobliged  to  commit  m'urder,forit  is  murder 
to  taka  away  the  life  of  amao  who  has  given  us  i>o 
offence,  at  the  same  time  that  they  expose  their 
own  pMMma  to  the  commission  of  muroer.    This 


indeed,  t  cannot  find  language  sufficiently  strong 
to  expreaa  tbe  indignation  I  feel.  This  is  th»«ini- 
ation  of  our  country.  Our  commerce  depredated 
upon  in  everr  seaj  our  citizens  dragged  from  their 
homes,  and  deapoited  of  all  they  hold  dear.  We 
are  told  *e  are  not  to  mind  these  things — ifaat  the 
aatioa  who  commits  the  ouirages  is  a  powerfal 
nation.    But  realty,  as  an  American,  1  '    ' 

tbe  force  of  this  observation. 

The  gentleman  from  Vininia  ye 
■amed  it  as  a  principle,  and  Mie  whol 
gament  Inrned  on  it,  that  this  is  a  war  measure, 
and  thai  its  friends  are  for  going  to  war.  Were 
I  satisfied  with  the  truth  of  this  remark,  I  should 
chan^  my  mind  with  regard  to  the  resolntion. 
But  u  it  a  war  measure  1  I  believe  the  same  du- 
ties and  obligations  exist  between  nations 
Iween  individnals  in  a  state  of  nature.    If  my 


e  with  him,  withoni  giv- 
ing him  a  right  to  knock  me  down.  If  we  deem 
it  our  mterest  not  to  trade  with  a  particukr  na- 


tion, hare  we  not  a  right  to  say  so  ? — a  nation 
with  whom  we  have  no  commercial  treaty,  and 
towards  whom,  therefore,  in  regard  to  trade,  we 
have  a  right  to  act  as  we  please  1  If  a  commer- 
cial treaty  eiistcd  between  us,  it  would  be  our 
duty  to  observe  it ;  but,  without  one,  we  have  an 

idaubied  right  to  say  whether  we  nave  or  have 
Qot  a  use  for  her  productions.  If,  then,  this  be  a 
peace  measure,  why  treat  it  as  a  war  measure? 
But  it  is  said  laat  it  will  lead  to  war.  Britain  ia 
be  a  great  nation,  high  spirited,  and  proud, 
and  therefore  we  must  not  take  this  step  for  feu 
of  the  aOBsequenees.  Trace  this  argnmeat — see 
where  it  leads  us.    It  leads  us  to  this :  That,  with 

powerful  nation,  we  mnat  im  no  account  what- 
ever quarrel  though  rii«  may  commit  ever  ao 
many  aggressions  on  osr  right,  No,  we  must  not, 


let  her  go  whatever  length  she  may,  tintil,  c 
—  principle,  we  shall  he  called  upon  to  si 


thia 


independence,  beeanse  we  have  to  deal 
with  a  powerful  nation !  If  ve  do  not  make  a 
stand  nowagainst  her  aggressions,  when  or  where 
shall  we  do  il  T  But  one  alternative  will  remain 
— to  bend  oar  iftcks,  to  crouch  beneath  the  tytaoL 
10  submit  without  murmur  to  her  insolence  ana 

It  is  surprising  to  me  to  see  this  resolulitm 
scouted  bv  gentlemen,  when  this  syme  measure 
has  ever  Men  considered  aa  the  most  proper  ia- 
strument  with  which  to  contend  with  Gheai  Brit- 
ain. If  we  look  back  to  the  times  of  the  stamp 
act,  we  will  see  that  this  was  then  the  opinion 
of  the  American  people.  Voluntarily  associating 
themselves  together,  they  cheerfully  and  uaheai- 
tatingly,  as  the  means  of  obtaining  redress,  reUv- 
qaished  the  luxuries,  aad  even  the  necessarie*  of 
life  drawn  from  Great  Britain.  These  associa- 
tions were  voluntary,  as,  from  the  sitnatioa  of 
the  colonies,  they  could  not  be  otherwise.  And  it 
is  remarkable  that  Great  Britain  did  not  conaider 
this  a  cause  of  war,  though  the  people  of  dUs 
cotmiry  were  then  her  Bubjeeta.  Coming  down  to 
later  times,  and  approaching  the  period  of  our  na- 
tional independence,  the  same  measure  was  resort- 
ed to,  and  considered  an  effectual  expedient  to  ob- 
tain redress  of  onr  grievaoees.  In  1776,  what  was 
tbe  sense  of  the  people  of  Bn^aod  on  thieaubjact  1 
and  how  did  they  fM  the  efiecU  of  the  non-im- 
portation agreement  of  the  colooiatt  1  Let  then 
speak  for  themselves. 

"  Then  searoa  wsa  sver  aayaflUr  debated  Jn  a  Brit- 
ish PariiamentlB  whidi  the  pnUie  thsngfat  thanuslves 
man  daeplj  inl«restad,  or  for  *e  rasiill  ofaiiicfa  Ihqr 
Mt  a  toon  impatient  saxie^  than  the  pnaent,  nsrwaa 
of  Barape,  insets  lly  the  eommardaJ  pai^  in- 


*' The  second  ^aecJi  ftom  the  thntie,  aawall  as  the 
first,  pointed  oat  the  Amaiiean  aAiia  to  the  Psilw. 
meat  u  the  priDcipal  otjact  of  its  delibaatiMU:  'both 
Uauses,  bj  theii  tddrasses,  abonad  that  thej  k>aked 
upon  them  in  the  same  important  light. 

"  Petitions  were  received  bom  the  mrachanta  of  Lon- 
don, Bristol,  litncasler,  Liverpool,  Hnll,  Glugow,  dtc, 
and,  indeed,  irom  most  of  the  trading  and  msaufiictu]> 
lug  towns  and  borouglij*  in  the  Kingdom.  In  these 
petitions,  they  set  forth  ths  great  decay  of  their  ttade^ 
ovfing  to  the  new  lans  and  regolatians  made  for  Ama- 
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Uawce,WI». 


iiem>  Tha  vaat  qnaatilr  of  onr  aunaikctiiTei,  (beUss 
iboM  uUcIm  impoitod  from  abroad,  irfaicli  waa  poi- 
ehaawl  either  wiui  ooi  own  manniacbma,  oi  wUb  th« 
pioduca  of  onr  coloniM,)  wfaidi  tha  Ameiiean  trade 
fiamerl;  took  off  oar  haadi ;  bj  all  which,  maBj  thou- 
■and  mitiufBctaren,  TCamen,  and  laboren,  bad  been 
employed,  to  ihe  leij  gteit  and  incrcMuig  beoedt  of 
the  na^oD.  Thal,m  relnm  hi  theaa  exporta,  the  peli* 
tioQtra  had  rec«iTed  from  the  coloniea,  nee,  indigo,  lo- 
baoco,  naval  atorea,  oil,  whale  fina,  fim,  and  latd;  ml- 
tA,  with  odier  itapte  commoditiea,  be^dea  a  large  mI- 
■Dce  ia  renittaiKM,  l^  biUa  of  aidunga  and  balliMi, 
obti^ed  hj  (be  cokmiati  ftr  artklM  of  their  prednee, 
Bot  raquirwi  lot  BrJtiah  martet,  ami  fbrtnlan  aiported 


•Th«l,ftav  the  B 
SrilHliii 


M  flZpMted,  aad  of  tha  import  of  raw 


11  Oftbam  tndinii 
MDdanee  on  naighbohnc  SUtea,  it  mv 
Bie  hjgboat  importance  in  tha  oommerdal  ajriem  of 
tbia  oatioii,  that  tbia  commerce,  lo  beneficial  to  tlia 
Btate.  and  ao  neceaauj  Ibi  Ibo  anpport  of  miiltitudaak 
Aea  ia7  nndet  ancb  dtlBcnIliM  and  diacounceMieDte, 
fliat  nothioB  leaa  than  ita  attM  nun,wt«  appiAMided, 
wilbont  the  immf^iatit  interpootiMi  of  PanamaDt*" 

•*  At  the  eonetaiaion  of  ou  laat  vdnme,  we  aaw  tha 
nation  innlved  in  Ibe  moot  diatrewfiil  cireomatancea 
that  caoU  well  be  imafined ;  our  mannlactnraa  at  ■ 
•knd,  ooiMMrce  almoat  tolallf  anniliilatsd,  proriaona 
•sMTCcantlj  dear,  and  a  nomeroiu  populace  vnem- 
'        I  UvaBbood. 


'  alered,  witb 
Soeb,  andM 


10  gieam  J,  waa  Out  pnapaet 
aame. — Vol,  Ik.  Ann.  Mtg. 

Down  to  tbe  beginDiDc  of  tbe  Americnn  wmr, 

-  ttis  waa  nDiformly  considered  ai  the  moat  powrr- 
fnl  initrameni  in  onr  handa  to  obliM  Bnialn  to 
dowjuatiee.  Bioeethattime,  it  will  be  found  that 
the  eame  •entimnit  bu  been  eipressed  br  tbe 
Home  of  Reprcaenlatlves  of  tbe  United  Statea, 
By  a  HcnfTeDce  to  the  JonrDali  it  will  be  aeen 
tliat,  on  tbe  3l8t  of  April,  17M,  thiareaalntioD  waa 
aOopted; 

"  Whereat,  The  injnriea  which  hare  been  anfliRed, 
and  maj  be  anHered,  bj  the  TJnilad  Statea,  from  Tiola- 
'tfona  oomtnitled  by  Great  Britain,  on  their  neutral 
itghle  and  commertia)  iniererta,  aa  well  ae  from  her 
MttN  lo  eierale  the  aeranth  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Peace,  render  it  ezpediaot  lot  the  intereata  of  the  Uni- 

-  4ed  Statea  that  tbe  coniMrcia]  interoonna  between  the 
two  oaoBtiiea  abenld  not  coMinae  to  be  eatried  o«  in 
tte  extant  al  preaent  allowed : 

-  *■  Bmkitd,  That,  from  tad  aiUt  Ihe  tit  d^  of  No- 
I  wmbet  naaW  all  oonuerdal  inteRoaiaa  between  the 
.oliHM  of  (be  United  Slatee  and  tbe  rabfeda  of  the 
/Kint  of  Great  Britain,  or  tbe  aitiaoDa  or  aBt^ecta  of 
■  Mty  other  nation,  ao  fa  aa  the  eute  ra^ecU  anielaB  of 

tte  growth  or  mauuiactiVB  of  Gnat  Bntain  or  Ireland, 

■jfcaU  be  prohiUted." 

Tbi»  retotuiioo  was  decided  by  yeaa  and  naja, 
uid  I  find  (here  were  for  it  58  yeas,  and  apinat  it 
38  naya.  Amoog  ifaote  who  voted  in  faTor  oflt, 
I  find  my  owD  name,  associaied  with  the  namea 
of  men  with  whom  it  ha*  always  been  my  pride 
■nd  pleasure  to  aet.  And  among  these,  I  nod  tbe 
name  of  a  Madison,  ■  Bald  win,  a  Nicholas,  a  Clark, 
m  Venable,  a  Blount,  and  aMacon,    It  will  be  seen, 

.  too,  tbat  thia  resolution  went  much  furtber  than 


lengtbof  probibiiiog  all  iatereonrM,  while  the  pte- 
sent  resolation  is  confined  to  prohi^tiag  import^ 
and  does  Dot  apply  at  all  to  onr  eiporii. 

With  regard  to  the  effect  of  this  meanre  upos 
tbe  rafenue,  1  believe  it  will  bare  inch  ao  eflecl, 
to  a  cetiaiD  degree,  bat  I  am  far  from  beliering  it 
will  be  to  Ibe  amount  talked  of.  I  bare  no  donU 
tbat  we  will  i>btain  from  other  coaatriea  wbat  will 
suffice  for  onr  wuttsj  wiibeut  appltriitg  to  GrMt 
Britain.  But  mppimo  there  abmua  be  s  greaitr 
deficiener  in  onr  rerenne,  and  anppoae  we  ihall 
not  get  Iiom  other  coaniriee  all  tbe  articlea  we 
waat;  are  we  to  compare  theaa  prirattooa  with 
themcrificeof  our  rigbtaasa  nation  1  I,far<Hie, 
am  of  the  opinion,  that  if  we  were  not  to  cootome 
half  tbe  Iniariet,  and  many  of  the  eoarenieocts 
at  present  imported,  we  should  be  ae  bnppy  as  we 
now  are.  Thia  would  have  one  exeelleat  effect— 
it  would  revive  that  spirit  of  industry  which  oar 
large  importations,  so  far  as  relates  to  family  ntan- 
ufaettires,  have  almost  annihilated.  I  eanaot  see 
what  is  t«  prevent  every  family  aioong  as  mann- 
facraring  what  is  necessary  for  their  own  wear. 
It  is  true,  we  micbt  want  tbe  fiDecloihaawewear, 
and  onr  wives  be  deprived  of  tbeir  ^k  gowas, 
but  would  this  diminisn  our  happinesa?  Aieiacn 
privation*  to  be  pat  iBtocompetitioD  with  die  pnf 
ervatioa  of  our  righta  1  I  hope  thcte  still  remaia* 
too  much  of  that  ancient  virtue  which  mcegloired 
in  the  American  braaa  to  eonaider  this  BsaneviL 
1  conies*  I  was  ezoeedingly  snipriaed  yraierday, 
to  hear  my  colleague,  (Mr.  J.  Clat,)  conisit  from 
one  of  the  first  eomiaercial  citie*  in  the  Uniou, 
sapresaing  hi*  dcapoir  of  the  virtae  of  tbe  Ameri- 
can people— expresaing  tbe  opinton  that  out  peo- 
ple cpnld  not  hold  out  six  w  ngbt  monlha  against 
eoob  a  meaaure.  k  it  posaible  that  aueh  aa  iitt 
can  be  correct?  I*  it  possible  that  alew  yean 
bare  wrought  such  a  change  ia  tbeebaraotcrof  a 
people  &iiied  for  tbeir  virtue^  and  distioguiabed  for 
the  sacrifice*  ihey  have  made  1  li  it  poauUe  that 
luxury  baa  made  such  inroad*  upon  la,  that  all 
our  ancient  virtue  is  gone  f  I,  for  one,  cannot  bnt 
believe,  that,  if  the  American  people  are  placed 
in  tha  same  liluation,  they  will  not  shrink  from 
danger.  I  aball  be  reluctantly  obliged  to  bdiere 
so.  I  think  better  of  them.  I  have  leca  them 
true  10  themselve*  in  woree  times  than  tbe*e,  and 
I  never  have  yet  aeen  them,  in  any  times^  flinch 
from  a  performance  of  iheir  duty. 

Anotner  expTeaaion  of  my  colleague  aba  sof 
prised  me.  He  said  this  measure  would,  in  the 
(^nioaof  every  man,  justify  retaliation.  Tbiii* 
pronouncing  it  a  war  meaaore,  unleaa  by  retalia- 
tion be  means  commercial  retaliation.  If  hemean* 
retaliation  by  meaus  of  fleeta  and  artniea,  it  i*  a 
moat  Strang  opinion^  a*  there  i*  not  a  feature  la 
the  resolution  thai  pomtt  to  war. 

In  order  to  set  rid  of  the  effect  of  the  opinion 
expreised  by  the  Legielature  in  1704,  the  gentle- 
man  assigns  a  moat  extraordinary  reason.  He 
tells  yoa  at  that  time  there  was  such  as  enibasi- 
asm  and  aiUohmeat  lo  the  French  oatioo,  that  the 
American  people  were  ready  to  draw  tbeir  awotda 
ia  kei  fiivor.    I  am  lon^  however,  tbn^  by  a  retr 
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rospect  of  the  opiaions  which  at  thtt  time  pre- 
«  Tijlfd  in  the  eitr,  where  that  gentleman  as  well 
as  myself  resided,  he  will  perceire  the  incorrect- 
neayf  his  remark.  I  never  yec  met  with  any  man 
who  thought  we  would  be  juitiGed  in  iDterferlDg 
in  the  coniest  of  Fraoce  with  the  despots  of  Ea- 
rope.  The  eothuaiasm  felt  for  Prance  I  well  re- 
member. We  considered  ber  as  coDtendiag  for 
the  rights  of  human  naiare,  and  our  wishes  were 
ftrdent  for  her  succeu.  Aoolher  circumstance 
heightened  these  feelings :  we  recollected  the  aer- 
Ticesshehad  rendered  as  in  times  of  distreu,  Bnt, 
with  regard  to  entering  into  the  war  in  her  favor, 
I  never  anew  a  man,  who  I  could  say  was  in  his 
Mnses,  for  it.  This,  iherefore,  could  have  no  effect 
in  carrying  the  resolution  I  have  just  read. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  told  ns,  that, 
in  adopting  this  meaiare,  we  shall  be  eonded  by 
commerotal  interest  into  a  contest  with  Britain  on 
the  seas.  For  one,  I  hope  we  shall  have  no  war. 
I  view  this  measure  «s  a  peaceable  measure,  and 
entertain  great  hopes  that  it  will  have  the  effect 
ve  wiah.  When  weconsider  the  aitoation  of  Brit- 
ain^ we  may  be  eoDBdent  that  she  will  not  wi^h 
to  increase  the  nnmber  of  her  enemies,  and  it  will 
ntrely  be  good  policy  in  her  to  avoid  taking  that 
ground  which  will  have  (bis  effect. 

But  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  telb  as  that 
the  aitualioa  of  Bogtand  is  different  from  what  it 
was  in  1793.  Agreed ;  bnt  that  change  is  in  our 
Atvor.  Qreat  Britain  has  at  present  her  bands  so 
Aill,  that  the  will  not  wish  to  increase  her  ene- 
mies. The  event*  of  thepiesent  contest  are  ex- 
tremely uncertain.  If  tbe  Emperor  of  France  shall 
prore  successful,  and  make  a  peace  on  the  conti- 
nent, to  the  exclusion  of  Great  Britain,  he  will 
ondoabtedly  shut  out  British  manufactitres  from 
erery  part  of  Europe.  The  present,  therefore,  is 
the  most  favorable  time  for  pursuing  our  measures. 

The  gentleman  also  inquires,  what  will  Eng- 
land say  of  our  condoct  to  Spain  1  He  laments 
that  his  lips  on  this  subject  are  closed.  I  loo  la- 
ment that  mine  are  closed.  I  wish  to  Ood  that 
every  word  said  while  onr  doora  were  closed,  and 
that  every  measure  entered  into,  were  known  to 
every  than,  woman,  and  child,  in  America.  I  shall 
not  on  this  occasion  say  more,  but  to  express  the 
hope  that  tbe  day  is  not  distant  when  the  gentle- 
man's statements  will  be  rectiSed  by  a  complete 
disc  loan  re. 

The  same  gentleman  baa  avowed  his  hostility 
to  a  certain  nation,  and  he  is  willing  to  go  to  war 
with  her,  because  be  considers  her  feeble,  and  be- 
Canse  she  has  been  guilty  of  s^gressions  on  oQi 
rtghla.  Mighty  aggression !  Which  is  nothing 
more  than  what  happened  the  other  day  at  De- 
troit, where  certain  Briiish  officers  seized  a  man, 
with  the  viewof  carrying  him  over  the  line.  J 
hope  Bucb  trivial  things,  tne  offspring  of  accident 
or  personal  resentment,  will  never  be  considered 
by  us  cause  of  war.  I  hope  the  American  people 
will  never  go  to  war  when  they  can  avoid  it  with- 
ont  a  aacYifice  of  honor  or  justice.  For  my  pari 
I  cannot  see  what  this  measure  has  to  do  with 
OUT  a^irs  with'  S[Hun.  Have  we  not  a  right  to 
manage  tbbse  affiurs  indepandeai  of  Bnguad  f 


Have  we  got  to  this,  that  we  are  to  consider  En- 
gland  as  a  party  to  otir  transactions  with  other 
nations  1  In  our  a&irs  with  Spain,  we  are  doing 
England  no  injury,  and  (he  has  no  right  to  inter- 
fere with  the  exercise  of  our  rights  asanind^ 
pendent  nation. 
The  gentleman  asks  willit  be  politic  to  stnngth- 
I  the  hands  of  France,  to  invigorate  the  power 
that  threatens  the  subjugation  of  the  world  t  How 
this  topic  has  been  broDght  into  view,  I  cannot 
tell.  I  hare  no  predilection  to  France.  I  har* 
no  atlachment  to  any  country  but  the  one  in  whicb 
I  Uve.  I  am  willing  to  do  justice  to  all  nationa^ 
and  to  require  it  from  all.  BatsapposeBonanarle 
should  succeed  in  the  conquest  of  ^urope?  b 
will  be  a  long  time  before  it  can  be  effected ;  aikd 
if  effected,  it  will  be  found  that  a  fleet  is  not  Iha 
work  of  a  day.  It  will  be  fonnd  to  be  the  work  <^ 
years,  and  years  of  peace  too,  before  he  can  poa- 
'"ts  sufficient  ships  and  seamen  (o  dcetroy  the 
itish  navy.  And  what  are  the  dreadful  tertort 
of  the  French  QovernmentT  There  appears  at 
the  head  of  her  affairs  a  man  who  ttanscend*  in 
talents  and  ambition  the  other  potentatea  of  Bo- 
rope.  But  is  there  anything  permanent  in  this? 
Much  J  everything  may  depend  on  his  brittle  life. 
On  his  fall,  she  may  become  as  feeble  as  she  ever 
before.  The  nation  we  ought  to  fear,  accoid- 
ins  to  the  gentleman  from  Vireiaia.  is  not  that 
which  has  the  actual  commana  of  ine  sea.  No, 
the  gentleman  is  not  afraid  of  her,  but  of  the  na- 
tion which  may  hare  the  command  of  it  hereaf- 
ter. I  should  r^et  to  see  any  nation  of  Europe 
blotted  oat  of  exiiteace.    I  hope  that  Bonaparte 

willneverc r.__i__i  __»._,     .... 

France.    Bi 


ill  never  copouer  England,  or  England  conquer 
rauce.  BuM  cannot  attach  mucn  importane* 
distant,  wrale  I  am  menaced  by  present  d|ta- 


The  gentleman  has  also  portrayed  the  great 
danger  to  the  Constitution  from  war.  I  agree 
with  him.  I  too  deprecate  war.  I  consider  it  ona 
of  the  worst  evils  that  can  befall  mankind.  Bnt 
as  1  have  already  shown  that  this  is  not  a  war, 
bat  a  peace  measure,  his  remarks  do  not  apply. 
I  know  that  war  is  attended  bv  numeroas  evih^ 
that  it  not  only  exhatuts  our  blood  and  ireasur^ 
but  that  it  has  a  still  more  fatal  effect  on  our  man- 
ners. Still  am  I  not  willing  to  prostrate  the  dig- 
nity, the  interest,  and  the  honor  of  my  country, 
even  if  war  should  be  the  consequence. 

Thegentleman  has  also  sounded  an  alarm  among 
us  because  this  is  not  a  measure  of  the  Cabinet. 
That  gent  leman^  however,  knows  fullwdl  thalany 
member  on  this  floor,  without  even  consulting 
any  of  his  fellow  members,  much  less  the  Cabinet, 
has  a  right  to  briDg  forward  any  resolution  he 
pleases.  Bnt  be  said  at  the  same  time  there  was 
no  Cabinet.  How  then  could  he  expect  us  to  con- 
sult theCabioet,  when  no  such  thingexists?  Mjr 
(tiepi,  who  offered  this  resolution,  showed  it  to 
mMwfore  he  presented  it.  I  concurred  in  it,  and 
I  now  advocate  il.'because  I  think  it  right,  and 
the  gentleman  will  not  deny  that  every  gentle- 
man on  this  floor  has  equal  rishts. 

The  gentleman  has  also  told  us  that  France  ilk 
1793  was  doing  what  England  now  does,  that  ^a 
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was  fighting  the  battles  of  the  world.  Pot  my 
part  1  do  not  beliere  the  nortd is  iodebledio  either 
of  those  DBtJons,  much  le»  do  I  belieTe  thit  we 
are.  But  this  same  Eoglatid  can  do  woudera; 
«Dd  it  seems  we  are  not  to  contend  for  our  rigl)ts 
with  her,  lest  the  should  est  oat  of  humor  with 
ua.  I  know  the  power  of  the  Eagliih  fleet,  and  I 
know  we  cauoot  contend  with  it.  Debauched, 
however,  as  herOoTernment  ia,  I  do  not  beliete 
she  will  00  to  war  with  ua ;  but  if  she  doe*  not,  it 
will  not  be  owio^  to  the  caution  we  have  observed 
io  dlscuasing  thii  subject  Of  ibia  nation,  thus 
represented  as  fighting  the  battles  of  the  world.  I 
ma;  perhaps  have  formed  s  wrong  opinion,  in  tne 
estimate  I  have  formed  of  her  homaoity  and  jus- 
tice. Qo  to  the  Eaat  Indies ;  throw  your  eves  on 
Africa;  look  back  on  the  American  Revolution, 
and  tall  of  her  humanitf  I  Applatld  her  for  jue- 
tice,  when  there  ia  not  a  nation  on  earth  at  this 
day  so  much  disposed  to  be  hostile  to  ns !  Sir, 
she  will  never  forgive  ns  for  having  achieved  our 
independence.  Her  hostility  is  inTigoraied  by 
aDotbet  circumstance.  She  is  the  first  trading 
nation  in  the  world — we  are  the  second.  We  in- 
terfere  with  her  aggrandizement,  and  she  has  de- 
termined to  crush  us.  She  is  proceeding  step  by 
step  in  the  work  of  destruction,  and  if  we  are  so 
pnsillaDiraoua  aa  to  submit,  she  will  push  oo  to 
onr  rain  and  disgrace.  The  gentleman  has  told 
as  that  if  we  aid  anv  Power,  in  her  efforts  Io  de- 
■troyBriiaiD,weshallendanger ourselves.  Indeed, 
sir,  so  many  evidences  of  the  friendship  of  this 
nation  are  brought  before  us,  that  it  only  wants  ex- 
perience to  believe  them. 

Wearetoldby  thesamegeotleman.  that  France 
will  do  UE  (he  honor  only  to  make  ustte  last  nation 
she  devours.  Wbj  all  this  damoivbout  Fraoce, 
when  she  is  not  injuring  ns,  while  we  are  so  tame 
to  other  nations  who  are  violating  our  dearest 
rishts  7  I  trust  we  shall  know  how  to  respect  our- 
selves with  whatever  nation  we  hare  to  deal,  and 
if  France  acts  lo  us  as  England  has  done,  tbat  we 
vill  treat  her  aa  we  are  now  for  treating  England. 
Bat  till  this  time  arrives  these  remarks  are  mis- 
•pplied. 

I  come  now  to  rejdy  to  one  thing  said  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  which  I  am  very  sorry 
lam  under  the  necessity  of  doing'  The  (ate  of 
thiscouDlryis  placed  inirreaponsible bands.  Tom, 
Dick,BndHarry,oaghttobeputinlostraigbt  waist- 
coats I  Whether  this  language  is  consistent  with 
the  respect  due  to  this  House,  or  to  this  nation,  I 
leave  the  gentleman  to  judge  for  himself.  I  will 
grant  that  thai  gentleman  has  a  right  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  opinion  on  all  political  subjects.  I 
will  even  allow  that  he  has  a  mind  more  luminous 
than  belonen 
tbat 
ought 

tertain  an  opinion  which  is  wrong,  and  anv  man 
can  convince  me  it  ia  so,  I  am  ready  to  acknow- 
ledge it;  bnt  how  comes  the  gentleman  to  repre- 
sent all  the  members  on  this  floor  as  a  set  of  fools  7 
Why.sir.in  were  to  pretend  to  say  that  John  Locke 
was  a  fool,  that  Milton  was  a  bad  poet,  that  Bacon 
was  a  miserable  lawyer,  whatever  my  inienlioo 


might  be,' I  should  not  derogate  from  their  charac- 
ters. I  believe  this  will  be  the  case  with  the 
members  of  this  Hou^e,  and  ibat  tbe  character  of 
no  man  in  it  will  be  affected  by  bis  charge,  lean 
look  through  this  body  and  see  many  of  m^fd- 
low  members,  whose  voice  is  never  heard  on  this 
floor,  on  whose  Judgment  I  can  place  as  high  a 
reliance,  as  on  those  whose  talents  ate  the  most 
coaspicuonsly  displayed.  Ibeg  the  Committee  vill 
excuse  me  for  the  large  portion  of  their  tim.*'1 


have  cAsumed  on  points  so  little  c 
the  question  under  consideration,  t  will  conclude 
what  I  have  at  present  to  say,  reserving  to  myself 
the  risht  of  making  some  additional  remorb  b^ 
fore  the  question  is  taken. 

Mr.  John  RANooLrH. — Mr.  Chairman,  1  did 
expect,  on  coming  into  the  House  this  moroiD^ 
that  tbe  friends  of  the  resolution  under  diicussics 
would  have  brought  forward  some  arguments  to 
show  (what  they  liad  sludiouslj;  avoidM}  ifaal  the 
ability  to  coerce  Qreat  Britain  is  within  the  com- 
pass of  ibis  nation's  power;  that  this  power ooght 
now  to  be  exerted,  and  that  tbe  propo«ed  measun 
is  equal  to  (he  desired  effect.  It  behooves  them 
to  aemoustrate  all  this,  before  they  ask  for  oar 
support.  I  did  not  come  down  lo  the  Hoase  with 
the  expectation  of  listening  too  gross  misvpiesent- 


ofmy  expressions  yesterday,  loose  and  desol- 
as  I  allow  them  to  have  been;  much  less 


from  the  lips  of  aged  men,  whom  I  ni 
with  invariable  and  guarded  respect;  beiveen 
whom  and  myself  (here  has  long  existed  i  politi- 
cal friendship— real,  on  my  part,  sppsieBt  on 
theirs.  I  did  not,  indeed,  expect  to  bearparticQ- 
lar  expressions,  used  by  me  in  the  ardor  of  debate, 
broken  and  culled  from  their  connecting  mem- 
bers, and  mutilated  and  tortured  iato  meanings 
which  cold-blooded  malice  alone  could  have  de- 
vised. Sir,  in  this  way  of  proceeding  (without 
ending  any  profane  comparison)  the  Bible  ii 


God."    Taken  tc^lher,  it  is  inspired 
wisdom;  dismember  it,  it  is  impiety. 

I(  has  not  been  denied,  by  any  member  ca  this 
floor,  that  the  carrying  trade,  (hat  the  commerce 
and  navisation  of  these  States,  ought  to  be  pro- 
tected. The  only  question  is  quo  TnodeJ  tuve 
you  tbe  ability  to  protect  them  by  war,  and  are 
thev  of  sufficient  value  to  justify  the  expense  of 
Bucn  protection?  We  say  no;  they  cannot  pay 
for  so  dear  a  defence,  rich  as  they  may  be.  Bat, 
above  all,  (hey  caimot  repay  us  for  the  loss  of  our 
Constitution.  It  is  above  all  price.  We  go  fnt- 
iher— we  affirm  that  trade  is  now  protected  by 
tbe  most  efficient  means  within  our  powei^by 
discriminatins  duties,  laid  by  the  rotes  of  South- 
ern men ;  ana  yet,  sir,  we  are  threatened  with 
schism,  with  BdissulutionofiheUoion,  if  wedo  not 
adopt  particular  systems,  devised  by  chance,  be- 
gotten  of  igooranee  or  imbecility.  Are  these  ilie 
mild  and  conciliatory  plans  and  ideas  of  which 
gentlemen  boast?  Is  this  mildness 7  Istbiscoa- 
ciliaiinn  1  Is  this  peace  1  The  gentleman  from 
Pemisylvania,  (Mr,  Shilib,)  with  a  face  of  wod:- 
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droos  imporMoce,  telli  yoa  that,  hf  the  Coosti- 
tutioQ,  we  haTe  power  to  raise  and  mKiniaio  ar- 
mies, to  build  and  rquip  oavies ;  from  which  he 
draws  the  iafereoce  chat  (under  whatever  circnra- 
staoces,  I  suppotejwe  masi  acinally  do  what  the 
Coostiialion  allows.  And  yet,  that  geotteman,  io 
former  times,  voted  with  us  untiott  armies  and 
aariea  !  Let  him  jtntify  himseif,  if  he  can,  upon 
kii  new  principles.  I  repeat  it ;  if  the  uojust  a^ 
gresiiant  of  a  foreign  nation,  if  indignity  and  ia- 


Bull  abroad,  are  always  to  produce  war,  the  gen- 
tleman was  criminal  in  musing  to  support  the 
Administration  in  1798.    Yes,  yoa  were  then  com- 


Selled  to  drain  the  cup  of  humiliation  u  tU  Tery 
reg*.  Did  he  put  that  eup  by?  DidheTOtefof 
fleets  and  armiM^r  a  iQspensJon  of  commercial 
intercottrse  with  Franca  1  What  wa*  the  Ftanch 
edition  of  the  laws  of  nations  then  7  That  a  bale 
of  British  maunfaciure  ^without  any  qnestionof 
eaemy'ipioperly)  Bbonld  subject  to  seizure  and 
Gonde  mast  ion.  And  what  was  the  Britiah  ddc- 
e  in  1793f    That  Fnoce  was,  with  one  sweep 


■tall.  And  yet,  againsi  these  principle* and  prao- 
lieea,  prcpocterous  and  bjnriotia  aa  they  were,  we 

did  not  go  to  war ;  at  least  that  ganlleman  was 

opposed  10  soch  war,  if  war  it  may  be  called,  as 

was  waged. 

But,  whilst  I  acknowtedga  the  carrying  trade 
to  be  raloable  to  a  certain  extent,  I  must,  unleM 
I  abaadoo  every  ptelensioo  to  the  charactw  of  a 
politician,  act  oo  eiieiiu  circumatancAs,  on  (binn 
as  they  are,  not  aa  I  beUeTe  they  oti^t  to  be.  In 
casting  about,  the  first  thing,  or  one  <rf  the  first,  to 
be  coosidered,  is  revenue.  Almost  our  whole  rev- 
eiiae  is  derived  from  commerce;  that  is^  from. the 
domestic  consumpiioa  of  imports  from  abroad. 
How  much  comes  from  the  carrying  trade  7  Your 
statements,  I  am  told,  say  $800,000.  Botifonr 
whole  coniamptioQ  were  imported  in  foreigo 
bottoms,  the  impost  would  exceed  its  present 
amouDt  by  eleven  or  twelve  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  I  warn  gentlemen  aninsi  a  misreprewnt- 
atioD  of  this  fact.  Am  I,  uierefore,  desirous  to 
gain  this  increase  at  the  expense  of  out  Daviga- 
tioD  ?  Far  from  iL  It  would  be  to  kill  the  goosa 
that  lays  the  golden  eggs.  But  what  is  this  branch 
of  the  carrying  trade,  forwhieh  gentlemen  would 
sacrifice  not  only  our  navigation  and  csmmercei 
but  the  agriculture  and  Constituiion  of  the  conn- 
try  ?  Look  at  ibis  trade,  which  is  to  be  guarded 
at  every  risk,  and  the  men  who  fallow  it.  Do 
they  carry  your  products  abroad,  and  bring  back 

SDMs  foe  home  couHimption  1  No,  they  plunge 
leir  bands  into  your  pockets  for  drawbaeb. 
During  this  very  session  they  threatened  to  plun- 
der the  Treasury  of  millions,  bjr  a  bill  hnpjuly  ar- 
rested on  its  passage.  If  our  fair  trade  is  not  pro- 
teeted,  bow  comes  it  that  it  has  grown  with  a  ra- 
pidity before  unheard  of  in  any  age,  unknown  in 
any  nation  7  That  growth  has  dmo  nonrisbed 
by  protecting  duties,  fostered  by  our  neutral  posi- 
tion. We  are  the  real  friends  of  yonr  navigation. 
It  has  grown  beneath  the  shade  of  diserimmating 
duties  ;  dourished  in  the  sunshine  of  the  nentru 


character;  with  the  first  blight  of  maritime  wai 
it  dies. 

I  am  accused  too  with  stigmatizing  the  mer- 
chants of  the  United  States.  I  deny  the  charge. 
Every  profession  and  calling  of  hnm an  life  is  <ns- 
graced  by  unworthy  members.  The  law  bas  its 
petiifoMers,  the  church  its  hypocrites,  medicine 
and  politics,  too,  sir,  have  their  empirics  ;  and  if 
there  be  two  professions  in  the  world,  which  can 
bo  seldeted  for  a  tendency  to  develop  the  pre-ex- 
isting germ  of  imperfection  planted  in  oar  nature, 
they  are  the  profession  of  the  lawyer  and  the  oc- 
cupation of  the  trader.  And  wherefore  7  Becaosa 
they  open  the  wide  field  of  temptation.  The 
wisest  prayer  that  ever  was  or  can  be  devised  for 
hnman  infirmiijr,  is  that  which  teaches  us  to  de- 
precate such  trials :  "  We  beseech  thee,  lead  as 
not  into  tempution  1"  What  is  the  fact  7  Whilst 
we  boast  of  oonor  on  this  floor,  our  natoe  has  be- 
come a  by-word  among  the  nations.  Europe,  and 
Paris  especially,swarmtwilh  pseu do- Americans, 
with  AiigloandOallo-Americani.and  American 
French  and  English^  wbo  have  amsBsed  immense 
fortunes  by  trading  in  the  neutral  character,  by 
settinE  it  up  to  auction  and  selling  to  the  best  bi^ 
der.  Men  of  this  description,  striplings,  without 
connexions  or  character,  have  been  known  to  buy 
rich  vessels  and  their  cargoes  in  Amaterdam  and 
Antwerp,  and  trade  with  them,  under  the  Ameri- 
can name,  to  the  Indies.  Neutral  eharaeter  has 
constituted  one  of  the  best  remittances  for  coloni- 
niat  produce,  or  the  goods  which  purchase  it ;  and 
the  trade  in  this  commodity  of  neutrality  has 
proved  a  most  lucrative  branch  of  traffic.  This 
It  is  that  has  sunk  and  degraded  the  American 
name  abroad,  and  sabjected  tbe  ftir  trader  to  vex- 
atious seizare  and  detention.  -  But  I  am  asked  if 
we  shall  submit  to  a  tame  sod  dutardly  sbaodon- 
ment  of  onr  rwhtsj  and  by  those,  too,  who  havt 
made  a  oowarttly  surrender  of  onr  best  interesta 
and  our  honor,  when  we  were  well  able  to  msii^ 
tain  them?  I  beg  leave  to  reply  to  this  question 
by  asking  aoother:  Are  yon  prepared  to  assert 
them;  to  go  all  lenj^hs  to  enforce  themf  In 
what  consists  true  dimity?  In  vaporing  in  the 
newspapers?  In  printed  baodbills  and  resolu- 
tions? Or  in  taking  ground  which  you  can  and 
will  maintain ;  which  no  ehaoge  of  fortune  shall 
compd  you  to,desett?  AiU  tamquam  Unte»,caa 
perfiee.  Does 'the  geDllemen  want  a  tnnslationf 
HereisoneiralyAmerican;  "SliekfOrgo through." 
This  is  trae  dignity;  can  he  give  a  better  defini- 
timi  ?  And  what  constiintes  false  dignity  7  Play- 
ing the  part  of  a  Bobadil — bnllying  Bngland  and 
ttuekliDg  to  Spain— I  beg  pardon,  there  is  mo 
Spain — InllytngEogiand  analrackbnfftoFranee. 
Tnisyou  baye  doBcj  you  know  it  When  gen- 
tlemen tell  us  of  their  wilUngaeas  to  puUish  out 
proceeditigs,  whf  do  they  not  clear  the  galleriea 
and  take  ofi*  the  injunction  of  secrecy  7  Let  their 
inirate  vote  correspoud  with  their  pablic  profes- 
sion. And  let  me  tell  tbe  genilemao  f^om  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.  SMtus)  that  I  would  rather  have 
bits  vote  than  his  apeechat  anytime.  Who  would 
snppose,  had  he  not  averred  it,  that  he  held  silence 
and  good  sense  in  such  high  respect,  that  he  pre- 
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ferred  the  olm  deciiioni  of  quiet  wbdom  to  tb« 
effusioDi  or  empty  garrulity? 

ThB^eatlemaaftom  New  York  hii  told  ni,  that 
after  the  call  of  the  Eueatire  for  firm  meunres, 
lie  did  Dot  eipeet  thii  oppoiitioo.  Aod  does  he 
call  tbii  a  firm  mcaaare  1  What  would  hare  been 
RfiimmeaMte?  Aoembai^.  That woold ha? e 
gone  to  the  root  of  the  eril.  But  that  air,  womld 
not  have  saited  year  Proteaa  politkiant.  There 
ooald  have  been  bo  evasion  of  that.  Bnt  joar 
■lippery  mercantile  eels  can  dide  OTar  or  nnder 
Ihta  provieion,  and  leave  the  whole  burden  ofinf- 
fering  to  foil  <hi  ibe  planter,  the  farmer,  and  the 
rnl  American.  The  whole  reTenne(%e  are  told) 
itderired  from  commerce.  Who  payiitnltimatellr 
bot  the  conanmer,  aod  with  aa  lawe  a  profit  on  the 
merchant'aadraaceof  the  duties  (often  a  mere  ad- 
vance of  credit)  as  he  receives  from  any  other  part 
of  his  capital  1  TheM  new  ideas  of  firmneu  are 
either  above  or  below  my  comprehensioD.  And 
because  we  are  (mrioui  to  see  the  jniblic  debt  paid 
off  and  the  Inn  interests  of  the  nation  maintained 
—because  we  will  not  abandon  the  plough,  and 
straggle  to  restrain  Ezeentive  inflnenee,  we  arc 
ehaiveit  with  hostility  to  all  commerce,  with  ia- 
ieosibility  to  the  honor  of  oor  country.  When 
wrdoon  were  shnt,  this  is  no  breach  of  eoBltdcnea. 


One  of  tttf  eolleagoea  called  for  the  reading  of  a 
Ifessaoe  mm  the  Prestdent,  soon  afler  he  earoe 
into  (Aee.    It  was  the  meat  severe  and  cutting 


B  that  ever  n 


1  to.    I  say  it  « 


It  recommended  the  application  of  our  resontcei 
to  a  speedy  diacharge  of  the  pnblie  debt,  a  rigid 
•dherenee  to  speeifie  appropriation— tyinr  down 
the  Bzeeatire  officers  to  the  letter  of  the  law,  r^ 
Uricting  them  to  the  Uteral  objects  and  amovnt 
of  our  apprapciatioiis.  What  is  the  commentair  t 
In  time  of  peace  (for  I  trust  no  one  will  call  this 
windmill  attack  on  Tripoli,  war)  the  expenditureB 
t(  the  Navy  Departtnent  (so  hr  from  each  item 
•f  expense  beia^  limited  t^  the  specific  appropri- 
Stion  for  that  otgeet)  hare  exceeded  the  grim  sum 
■appropriated  for  that  branch  of  the  publie  service 
saiy  per  eeut.  And  if  this  ia  a  specimen  of  the 
jwnrly  cost  of  hulks  rotting  in  the  tnud,  what  es- 
timate can  yon  make  of  the  disbnrsements  in  time 
tf  actual  war  agaiosi  a  poweifnl  maritime  State, 
when  your  seventy-foun  are  ready  for  seal  This 
b  naked  truth ;  it  rests  on  figures.  If  it  be  not  true, 
how  comes  it  that  we  bave  passed  two  appropri- 
ation biwB,to  the  amount  of  six  hundred  ihoQsaod 
dollars,  during  the  fvesent  session,  to  cover  the 
navy  dcficieociea  of  the  last  year,  almost  the  only 
bills  thai  we  have  passed  1  Yes,  air,  I  am  for  pay- 
ing one  debt  off  (the  cost  of  a  former  war)  before 
tenter  into  BDOtheruid  score  up  a  second.  Icon- 
Aas  myself  to  be  among  the  number  of  those  poli- 
ticians (gentlemen  mav  style  them  visionary  if 
Ihey  ptotse)  who  baileo  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  the  political  HeMiah.sent  tocoovinee 
an  unbelieviu  world  that  a  debt,  once  funded, 
mi^t  be  paid  off,  without  the  interveotion  of  a 
sponge.  If  in  this  I  was  visiouarr,  at  lean  I  was 
notslone.  The  promise  has  been  large,  the  nation 
calls  for  its  peritwBianeo.    Look  at  the  meainm 


isiana  debt,  that  created  under  the  Briliah  Treaty, 
andBomeoihers,iiwillappear  that  yon  have  nearly 
scored  up  as  mush  new  oebt  as  you  hive  ptid  off 


of  Uie  old.  I  speak  of  prineipal — payiog  the  in- 
terest of  a  debt  is  not  dimmishiocit — and  mj  friend 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ci.at)  must  havetaktn 
tbeinierettintohislargesceonntofyesterdaj.  Tbe 
amonut  of  tirineipal  redeemed  is  less  thaueightes 
millions.  Iigentlemen  den^  this,  let  them  mrt  U 
the  Treasury  statements  laid  before  treat  theopeg- 
ing  of  the  seuion,  or'call  npoa  the  head  of  that 
department  to  state  the  amount  of  debt  paid  sod 
created,  within  the  last  five  yeara.  But  yon  will 
be  told,  for  your  moner  yon  have  value  reedvei 
at  Irast.  This  I  freely  acknowledre.  I  wonld 
have  given  the  sum  for  the  Delta  of  the  Hisntiip- 

!ii,  if  It  could  not  have  been  boaoraMy  aeqanid 
orlesa.  Ofwhomdidweparchasel  FrooiSpau^ 
who  had  wrongfully  withheld  our  rigbl  oTdepoe- 
it  1  So  far  fVom  it.  that  we  tell  her  she  his  ytt  to 
make  satisfaeiton  for  that  Injury  nnd  iasolt ;  we 
hingitinioaceountagainst  her.  No,nT,we]iur- 
chaMdfrom  PraDce,therivhtfnlprc^ietorjagaiBM 
whom  we  then  had  no  subject  of  eom|daia[. 

I  am  accused  by  tbe  |[entlem»  from  Fomtyl- 
vania(Mr.  Sviua) — Aislsappoae  isaspeeimai 
at  their  candor — (I  am  reluctant  to  say  as^thinf 
whilst  be  is  absent ;  I  am  sorry  he  has  M  hu  scat) 
~«f  designedly  passiag  ovot  tme  of  the  most  im- 
portant consioeratioBs  presented  by  the  present 
subject — the  impressment  of  onr  aesBcn.   And 

Jet  what  did  that  gentleman  tell  von?  That  he 
imself  (long  as  he  had  trespassed  on  yonr  time) 
hod  been  eompdicd  toomit  manyimpornailhingi^ 
that  he  inteiMed  to  say.  This  realixesthe  ptorerb| 
"One  man  may  steal  a  horse,  whilst  anoihertnatt 
not  look  over  the  hedge."  I  wiH  tell  tbe  geotle- 
■nan,  if  Ididomitthistopie,lhadseaieelyltirown 
myself  into  Ihecarriage  that  eoov^ed  me  home, 
before  I  recollected  and  regrsnediL  Tbe  gentle- 
man may  say  what  he  i^Mses,  hut  he  never  had 
no  man  ever  shall  hare  cause  to  ujriHaid  me  with 
flinchinff  from  any  questioa  that  may  be  bron^l 
on  this  ^oor.  Now,  sir,  let  gentlemen  lay  ibor 
hands  upon  their  hearts  and  answer  dneerely  if 


of  warl  Aregenlleman  hostile  to  imprt 
and  yet  (rieudly  ton  naval  war — to  sytieeu  which 
most  eventuate  iu  the  introdnctioD  of  ibis  systcn 
at  home,  in  the  snbversioo  of  onr  libeiticsl  LO 
them  eiamiac  tbe  profound  arenment  of  Jsdge 
Foster  on  this  subject.  They  will  find  ihal  Orat 
Britain  is  compelled  to  resort  to  it,  to  mtiobin 
her  naval  powa  aad  her  existence.    And  ii  ii  be- 


diem  (for  will  any  man  pretend  that  a  great  nary 
eanbemacned  wiihontreeurringto  it?) — becssK 
I  think  it  abhorrent  to  the  genius  of  a  free  people 
that  1  am  against  rushing  into  that  natal  wst, 
into  which  gentlemen  wish  to  pteoipilale  m.  No, 
sir,  yon  cannot  command  seamen  for  your  nsTi 
inlimeof  war,  witbooE  impressment.  Tbe  imlih 
of  Grassns  could  not  sustain  the  ezpeose ;  sad 
even  if  that  objeeiion  eonld  be  lemoved,  the  ope- 
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ntioD  by  enlistmenl  »  too  tsrdf  to  mnt  t  and- 
deD  emergenc;.  If  you  hare  diSculiy  in  pro- 
cnriDg  Mftmen  to  serve  in  il)«  MediterraaraD, 
wbit  will  be  the  esse  in  a  war  agaioii  England  ? 
Wiib  all  their  brarery,  many  a  man  who  would 
willingly  meet  the  coraain,  or  even  the  Dod*  and 
MonaieoTs,  woaM  feel  reluetaat  to  be  led  to  bat- 
tle agfuoit  a  British  fleet— and  why,  sir?  Se- 
catue,  WBiviag  ether  considerations,  a  great  pro- 
portion of  oar  seamen  are  foreigncr»— natJTea  of 


American  teaman,  like  that  of  the  neutral  trader, 
too  often  eludes  oar  grup.  The  moment  yon 
make  wsr,  mvich  more  if  you  resort  to  impress- 
ments, (he  American  sailor  vanishes,  be  becomes 
a  snbject  of  Denmark;  with  the  first  frost,  he 
disappears  in  a  night 

Bat  if  I  did  not  misanderstand  ibe  (entleman 
from  Penosylrania,  he  said  that  I  had  treated  the 
House  in  a  maaoer,  of  which,  sir,  I  Irnsl  I  am  in- 
capable of  acting  towards  any  assembly,  mnob 
leH,  one  of  yonr  dignity.  Am  I,  indeed,  so  igno* 
not  of  the  feelings  of  mani — of  ibe  cbaneter 
»nd  composition  of  (his  House?  No,  sir,  I  hare  | 
spoken  of  certain  projects,  and  their  projectors,  in 
language,  snoh  only,  a*  I  think  they  deserre,  and 
in  which,  claiming  the  nme  liberty  which  that 
g«Dtlenian  itrgea  and  exaets,  I  will  ever  speak  of 
aach  absurd  and  lantBstieal  systems.  The  authors 
are,  no  doubt,  interested  in  diSiisiog  the  ridienlons 
bnrcl«n  of  their  disgrace  as  widely  as  possible.  I 
cannot  blame  them  for.it  Bir,  it  is  natnial  to 
wish  for  ^rlners  in  oar  shame.  Bui  the  great 
political  stn  for  which  I  have  been  denounced  by 
the  gentleman  from  Penni^lTanin,  is,  the  opinion 
which  I  hare  expressed  of  a  certain  book,  which 
senna  to  be  his  poliiical  Bible.  And,sir,hewoaId 
Imtc  me  coasioered  as  an  inconsiderate  person, 
who  would  not  scrapie  to  call  Locke  «  dunce, 
Newton  a  driveUer,  and  Frankjin  a  jonmeyman 
printer;  and,  in  an  oracular  saw.  he  has  pro- 
nouDoed  that  this  book  will  live  when  he,  and  I 
too,  air,  are  laid  in  oar  graves.  But,  when  he  con- 
aid«ra  his  own  age,  and  the  frailty  of  my  consti- 
tution, be  will  confess  that  he  baa  allowed  but  a 
short  span  for  the  existence  of  his  favorita  work. 
But  even  thoof^h  it  shoald  live  when  we  are  wast- 
ing in  the  silent  tomb,  thereisQothing  in  my  eom- 
position  that  aspires  to  beinc  considered  as  its 
■nthor.  Who  is  the  author  T  Does  the  gentle- 
man know  1  Must  we  have  semi-official  author- 
ity, even  for  a  title-p^e  t  No,  sir,  whatever  othm 
mavthink,!  have  no  ambition  to  have  written 
such  B  book  as  this.  I  abjure  the  very  idea.  Un- 
less my  onderstandicg  has  abandooed  mc^  it  in- 
volves an  abandonment  of  the  very  docirine  for 
which  the  writer  contends.  Sir,  the  veiy  cursory 
view  which  I  took  of  this  subject  yttierday.  will 
compel  me  into  some  repetitions,  bnt  I  must  beg 
to  be  indulged  in  some  addition^  remarks.  What 
is  the  doctrine? 

"  Id  times  of  ^esoe  •inong'  sU  natioas,  their  cotnmer- 
eki  iatereoarse  u  under  no  other  rratrictions  than  whst 
may  b«  imposed 
tnal  compacts. 


control  the  oonuneice  between  sny  two  m  udts  of  the 

■■  When  wsT  hsppena  betwesn  sny  two  or  more  na- 
tions, B  qnestion  srises,  in  whst  respect  it  can  aAct 
the  oommeice  of  nations  not  mgsged  in  the  wsi  % 

"  Between  die  nstioua  not  engaged  in  the  wsr,  it  k 
eridsDt  that  the  eonmisree  cannot  be  aftctad  at  sU  by 


I  wsr  between  othaia. 

Ka  a  nstion  not  eagagad  i 
I  relations  of  smitj  and  o 


■sfaitha 


muercid  pnrsnils,  wnk 
;  ss  eiistsd  miar  to  the 
'  oonM  not  afiect  Ae  i^ 
between  the  nentral  and  litlier  of  the  belHg- 
~    I  and  that  the  nential  naiien  mi^  ttaat 
'    either,  at  both  the  belligwrent  nation^ 
freedom  as  if  no  war  h«d  siisea  ba- 
tween  them.    This,  as  the  gonaia]  mie,  is  anffioantly 


Here  is  s  faint  endeavor  to  establish  the  ipntt' 
ciple  that  free  shiin  make  free  goods.  But  the 
writer,  aa  if  despairing  of  his  aluLty  to  afiect  il, 
goes  (A  to  say : 

"  Bntlaasmndk  sadie  trade  4tf  a  BsolnJ  nation  with 
a  belligereBt  nation,  mi^t,  in  eertain  spads]  casss,  a^ 
fact  the  safc^  of  its  sntsg<  '  ' 
tha  prtnc^Ia  of  necsseity,  fc 
*'"*■  t«  the  genscal  mIe. 

Usage,"  fonoded  on  what?  Reason?  rigfall 
No.  sir  1  on  that  luv  which  admits  nothing  to  con- 
trol it :  "  Necessity,"  that  cannot  stoo])  to  argn- 
ment  If  once  von  admit  that  necessity  oa^t, 
can,ordoee,estaDlish  exceptions  to  this  broad  rale, 
do  yon  not  admit  all  thai  tbe  British  doctrine  re- 
quires? But,  sir,  it  will  be  said  that  the  sole 
legitlioaie  proof  of  thii  necettity  is  luagei  but 
usage  must  have  had  a  beginning,  and  the  small 
protection  which  this  argument  affords  is  thrown 
awB^  by  tbe  subsequent  admiasioa,  that  a  change 
in  circomstancca,  ("in  the  coarte  of  commerce," 
for  instance,)  will  justify  a  departure  from  eataiK 
lishcd  maxims,  will  warrant  the  commencement 
of  a  new  usage.  As  if  all  the  article*  contmbend 
of  war  were  mioately  specified,  and,  by  a  change 
in  the  maxima  and  implements  of  war,  new  and 
more  terrible  i  astro  meets  of  annoyance  should  be 
fabricated,  wontd  they  not  fall  nader  the  head  ti 
eontraband  1  And  is  it  not  demonstrate,  that  a 
direct  trade  to  liSvnce,  in  gunpowder,  or  any  other 
BTticlecoDtrabandof  war,  would  be  less  beneficid 
to  her,  and  less  injurious  to  her  enemy,  than  the 
colonial  trade  now  in  dispute?  And  is  not,  ao- 
eordiog  to  ibis  writer's  aekoowledgmeDt,  the  lesser 
principle  involved  in  ihcKreatei?  Am  I,  there- 
fore,  the  apologist  of  Enghod  ?  I  scorn  lo  boast 
of  my  pairioiitm.  It  is  mdigenons;  and  when  I 
am  reduced  so  low  as  to  plead  to  tbe  cbarge  <tf 
want  of  love  to  my  country,  of  natural  afleetion 
lo  my  birth-place,  my  pride  will  tell  me  to  bid 

fou  farewell,  to  go  home  and  hide  my  shame.  Am 
the  apologist  of  Britain  because  your  cause  haa 
been  weakly  defended,  or  treacherously  betrared  ? 
NoiSlrjthis"  Examiner"  is  her  apolM^latl  I  have 
not  minutely  diBseclcd  the  work.  There  was  no 
occasion  for  it.    It  is  something  like  the  edifice 


les,  and  arehitraTcs  and 


:  bardly  i 
1  comic  I 
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stucco  work,  when  you  koow  the  fouodalioo  to 
be  roties — wbiUt  (be  building  is  tutubliDe  about 
our  eaiG,  :iud  we  are  obli^d  to  seek  refuge  in 
BDOlher.  Itisnot,indeed,sir,  worth  wbtle  to  con- 
sult the  orders  of  uchiiecture  ia  a  miserable  card- 
iiODteof  an  argumeal  wbich  tbe  firstpaff  of  wind 
must  demolish. 

Sir,  the  admiMioD  that  a  change  of  ciieum- 
lUQcea  will  justify  a  departure  from  the  eitab- 
lished  maxims  amongst  natioas,  wa*  an  uuneceS' 
wry  and  fatal  concession,  not  called  for  by  the 
naiute  of  the  ease.  What  is  the  "  couiae  of  com- 
marce"  dow  T    Totally  changed  in  »  few  short 

Ktara.  The  mwine  of  Prance^  Spain,  and  Hol- 
ad,  whether  for  the  purpoaci  of  trade  or  war,  ia 
BO  more.  They  have  no  loDger  navigklion  or 
nary.  Again,  amongst  a  load  of  quotauonsfrom 
Orotius,and  Puffeodorf.&Dd  the  Lord  know*  who, 
we  are  lold  it  U  the  duty  of  the  neutral  to  observe 
ihe  strictest  impartiality,  "  to  behave  hinucif  alike 
to  both  the  belligerent  pirties."  But,  ia  it  to  be- 
have alike  to  both  parties  to  carry  for  him  who 
caoDot  cany  for  himself,  to  throw  the  Kgis  of  neu- 
trality over  a  commerce  which  he  can  do  longer 
protect ;  to  save  him  all  the  danger,  expense,  and 
tide  of  convoy  aitd  war  insurance  1  This  is  a  hol- 
low, delphic  reciprocity ;  reciprocity  to  the  ear, 
bat  not  to  the  aenie.  11  yaa  CMXiy  contraband,  or 
attempt  to  enter  a  blockaded  port,  you  are  liable 
to  capture.  Whyl  Because  justified  by  nece*- 
sity.  As  to  the  motives  of  the  neoital  merchant, 
they  are  out  of  the  question.  His  object,  no  doubt, 
like  that  of  every  other  trader  under  the  sun,  is 

Sin.  He,  sir,  is  too  ofien  the  mere  ephemeron— 
a  butieiny  of  the  day— who  does  not  care  one 
faiihing  whether  you  are  at  war  with  this  or  that 
nation,  with  England  or  with  Fraoee,  provided  he 
can  get  good  returns.  His  busineas  is  to  post  hl« 
books  and  balance  the  Icger ;  and  whether  he 
deals  with  the  subjects  of  a  white  Emperor  or  a 
black  one — with  Bonaparte  or  Dessaliues — it  is  all 
one  to  him.  No  doubt,  sir,  it  is  the  right  of  the 
aeatrai  to  pursue,  and  he  will,  he  ought  to  pursue, 
his  own  interest.  But  it  is  the  right  of  a  ballig- 
erant,  (as  conceded  by  this  writer,)  to  inquire  how 
far  such  pursuit  comes  into  collision  with  his  in- 
terests and  his  safety.  The  motive  of  the  neu- 
tral ta».Y  not  be  hostility  to  either  party  engaged 
in  war,  but  his  own  benefit.  This,  however,  will 
not  iunuence  the  belligerent  nation,  who  cakes  up 
tbe  question  solely  with  a  view  to  its  effect  on 
ilseU.  What  will  Great  Briuio  say  1  That  Ihe 
azigMicv  exists — that  it  has  occurred,  Sagrante 
beiio — that  the  necessity  admits  of  no  delay  •,  that 
you,  yourselves  have  abandoned  the  question  in 
oispiue  i  and  even  if  yon  have  not,  that  she  cannot 
ut  down  quietly  and  be  extirpated  from  tbe  face 


of  this  pamphlet,  although  he  should  excsed  Ba- 
eoa  in  geDius,ot  Newton  in  intensity  of  thought ! 
1  must  defend  myself  j  the  knife  is  at  my  throat;. 
I  have  no  more  time  for  argument ;  but  if  you  in- 
sist upoo  it,  I  will  fight  you  f  Sir,  I  haye  tried,  but  I 
eoutdnotget  through  this  work.  I  found  it  so  wite- 
drawn;  tke  thread  so  Gae,  that  I  could  neither  see 


or  feel  it^such  a  tangled  cobwebof  cootiadiciiotu, 
that  I  was  obliged  (o  give  it  up.  The  £nt  thing 
that  struck  me  on  opeoins  >t,  was,  the  peculiar 
infelicity  with  which  it  had  surrradered  the  mat- 
ter in  dispute;  and  if  this  appeared  aloneetomy 
unlearned  eyes,  do  gentlemen  suppose  it  will  not 
be  detected  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic? 
that  it  will  receive  no  abler  examinMioD  tbere, 
than  Ihe  feeble  and  cursory  one  that  I  have  givn 
it?  And  after  all,  what  does  it  contain?  A  rea- 
cdy  for  the  evil?  No ;  a  formal  declaiatiDn  that 
we  are  disewed  I  Sir,  we  wanted  no  ghoat  to  idl 
lit  that.  It  needed  no  exiraordiikary  exertion  of 
learning  or  genius  to  show  that  we  had,  iudecj, 
delicate  subjects  of  difference  with  Oreai  BHtaie. 
The  question  is.  How  shall  they  be  adjusted  1  We 
want  the  opinion  of  the  doctor  on  the  mode  of 
treatment,  and  don't  choose  to  be  referred  u  tke 
apothecary  because  the  superior  doe*  not  choon  | 
to  risk  his  reputation  in  a  dobiobs  cose. 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  hai  told  us  i 
that  Great  Britain  is  our  oomTaetcial  linL  But  i 
does  oot  the  gentleman  know  that  tbe  my  term 
implies  a  oorrelative.  That  if  she  is  yoni  com-  j 
mercial  riral,  you  are  her  commercial  riral  also.  ' 
This  is  the  very  view  that  I  have  been  endesvor- 
iflg  to  take  of  the  subject,  to  impress  on  the  Com- 
miltee  ;  to  warn  the  nation  against  beh^  drsva 
into  a  war  of  commercial  rivalship.  Sir,  wiiaj 
men  fall  out  about  women  they  arenolspctoetil 
in  some  learned  doctor  to  decide  the  dismite;  tbef 
yield  to  feeling  or  ioaunet ;  just  so  wila  aalioaa, 
commercial  nations  especially,  differiag  oa  inter- 
est, which  is  their  instinct.  And  woald  gmttf 
men  wish  to  excite  this  young  nation,  as  yet  a 
the  gristle,  (o  a  foreign  coiuest  with  Oteat  Britain, 
in  the  full  strength  of  manhood?  Ispeakoffoi^ 
eign  war.  The  will  and  abilUy  lo  defend  ou^ 
selves  ia  one  thing,  to  act  three  thotuand  miles  off 
another.  They  may  rely  ai  mneh  as  they  please 
upon  the  French  Emperor^  ma^pig  a  serrate 
peace  with  the  Continent,  to  the  exclusion  of 
Great  Britain.  If  she  pnu  out  her  strength,  yoa 
will  feel  it  This  proportion  will  subject  bet  to 
idl  the  evils  of  an  American  war,  without  any  of 
the  concomitant  advantages.  And  oaa  you  ei- 
pect  a  tame  acquiescence  oa  her  nart?  If  her 
Minister  be  not  a  bastard,  if  he  nai  one  drop 
of  the  blood  of  Chatham  id  his  veins,  he  will 
die  contending  fm  the  libertiea  of  his  coontry 
sooner  than  snrrender  her  independence.  He 
will  do  it.  No,  sit.  whatever  I  may  thiok  of  the 
vices  and  corruptions  of  the  OoTernment  of  that 
country,  I  must  ap^nd  her  intelligence  and 
spirit— must  admiie  her  ability,  wisdom,  and 
strength. 

But  another  gentleman  from  Pennsjlvanis 
(Mr.  Shii.ibJ  asks  if  it  i*  not  astonishing  that  i 
nun,  whom  ne  allows  to  posseta  common  seast 
whom  he  represents  aa  trembling  at  the  power* 
Great  Britain,  should  be  making  oalcnlatiou  o 
the  future  power  of  France,  instead  of  guardisg 
against  the  immediate  danger  ?  Sir,  Fraeceaa; 
become  a  naval  Power — Great  Britain  nevM  can 
be  a  military  one.  I  ask  any  practical  maD.iftb' 
day  can  ever  arrive  when  Qteal  Briiain  will 
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be  able  to  threateD  the  caatineiit  of  Europe  ot 
America,  or  dictate  to  either  of  them?  Is  it  loy 
fault  that  [he  geatLeman  cannot,  or  will  Qoi  see 
this,  because  (as  he  tells  you)  fools  and  madmeD 
can  never  be  brought  lO  believe  that  the  spirit  of 
God  hath  paued  them  bf,  and  eolighteDed  the 
understandings  of  other  men?  But,  to  show  that 
this  is  not  just  eaaseof  war,  weare  referred  to  Ihe 
time  of  the  stamp  act  and  the  n on- importation 
agreement  ef  177^  which  did  not  (it  seems)  pro- 
duce immediate  war.  Is  there  any  analogy  be- 
tween the  two  cases?  We  then  formed  one  na- 
tion. A  man  may  make  a  great  Baciifice  lo  pre- 
serve his  friend,  hut  when  he  has  lost  him,  he  will 
fas  has  been  seen  to-day)  be  deaounced  as  the 
bitterest  enemy.  The  other  instaacea  are  equally 
defective  and  inapplicable.  You  may  as  Well  go 
back  to  the  flood.  The  same  gentleman  inqnires, 
are  you,  indeed,  so  peaceable  toward  England; 
who  has  trampled  upon  ;fou,Bnd  hostile  to  France 
who  has  offered  you  no  injury  1  Wherefore'?  On. 
this  occasion,  I  must  repeat  [he  old  proverb,  "  it  is 
the  stilt  hog  that  drinks  the  swiil."  She  finds  it 
convenient  [o  make  a  miserable  stalking-horse,  a 
scarecrow  of  Spain.  The  gentleman  inquires,  how 
long  Great  Britain  has  acted  upon  these  philan- 
thropic principles;  this  generous,  benevolent  pol- 
icy ascribed  to  her  1  But,  is  any  mac  so  weak,  or 
so  wicked,  as  topretend  that  (here  is  any  principle 
of  action  between  nations  except  Interest  1  Give 
Great  Britain  the  power,  and  she  will  to-morrow 
play  the  same  part.  Sir,  we  are  not  tbeophilan- 
thropists,  but  politicians ;  not  dreamer;  and  sooth- 
savers,  but  men  of  flesh  and  bbod..  It  is  idle  to 
taUt  of  a  sense  of  Justice  in  anjr  nation.  Each 
pursttes  its  sense  otinteresi.  and  if  you  calculate 
on  their  acting  upon  any  otW  principle,  vou  may 
be  very  amiable,  but  you  will  prove  a  cully.  We 
are  asked,  what  Great  Britain  can  do  to  annoy  ns  7 
We  answer,  at  this  moment,  more  than  any  other 
nation  of  the  world,  because  she  commands  the 
ocean,  the  sole  medium  of  communication  be- 
tween ns.  But  draw  her  off  frota  that  element, 
and  France  is  not  less  omnipotent  upon  it.  She 
is  a  great  military  Power,  and  it  is  because  Great 
Britain  in  not,  caniiot  be  such  ■  Power,  that  i(  is 
impolitic  lo  break  her  down.  Go  to  war  when 
you  will,  you  must  become  the  ally  of  France  i 
yon  will  only  put  oS,  by  enhancing  it,  the  danger 
yon  would  guard  against.  You  will  but  clap 
tortoise  under  your  elephant. 

The  same  ^ntleman  tells  yon  that  the  gigan- 
tic power  of  France  haings  on  the  brittle  TtK  of 
an  individual  Bat,  do  you  believe  it?  Are  you 
such  drivellers  in  politics  as  lo  believe  that  the 
fate  of  such  a  military  despotism  hangs  on  tbs 
life  of  one  man?  If  Mahomet  II.  had  been  killed 
nnder  the  walls  of  Constantinople,  would  the  des- 
tiny of  the  Greek  Empire  have  bees  changed  ? 
Would  not  the  power  have  passed  into  the  luads 
of  some  Solyman  or  Selim,  the  terror  of  the  civ- 
ilized world?  Shall  we  abandon  practice  for  the- 


ory? 
Inst 


_o  some  respects  we  are  situated  as  the  siucess- 
ors  of  Alexander  were  pbced  in  relation  to  Rome 
and  Carthage.    Here  is  su  iron  Republic,  pr  caU 


it  what  y 


Europe,  to  which  oar  own  is  most  hateful  and  ob- 
noxious. This  is  beyond  dispute.  Doesitbecome 
us  to  facilitate  its  designs  ?  i  do  not  inquire  as 
to  motivei.',  nor  will  [hat  Government  care  aboat 
them.  If  you  give  it  facilities  to  effect  its  pur- 
poses, those  purposes  are  obtained  so  far  as  de- 
pends on  you.  Is  this  wise,  is  it  proper,  is  it  right  ? 
Am  I  asked  for  my  plan  ?  If  1  meant  to  act  effi- 
cienilv,  I  would  have  begun  witb  an  embargo ;  I 
would  now  do  what  was  done  before ;  I  would 
treat  with  Great  Britain,  and  for  the  very  reason 
that  I  would  not  have  treated  with  her  ia  the  yeai 
1794; — for  the  same  reason  that  the  gentleman, 
whose  resolution  is  now  under  discussion,  than 
treated  with  her,  I  would  aol.  Now,  he  is  for 
war,  I  am  for  negotiatioo  and  peace.  And  why  ? 
Because  the  state  of  nations  has  undergone  a  mo- 
mentous change ;  disastrous  changes,  indeed,  have 
been  effected  id  the  face  of  things.  We  often  beac 
of  the  abuses  and  corruptions  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, while  the  Continental  despotisms  pass 
unnoticed  and  tmregarded.  Let  us  beware  ot  in- 
troducing such  abuses  into  our  own.  We  have 
DO  further  concern  with  them.  Do  genilemea 
think  worse  of  the  character  and  motives  of  Wil- 
liam Pitt  than  of  Robespierre?  And  yet,  mon- 
ster as  he  was,  Robespierre,  tbat  cannibal  of  bis 
own  countrymen,  was,  in  his  day,  the  sole  bul- 
wark of  the  human  race.  And,  whatever  be  her 
motives  or  professions,  Great  Britain  siands  ex- 
actly in  the  place  of  Fiance  twelve  years  ago- 
Take  hei  navy  out  of  the  way  to-morrow,  and 
where  are  you  ?  The  Secreiary  of  ihe  Navy  has 
indeed  reported  that  the  Chesapeake  is  fit  ior  ser- 
vice, and  that  the  Constitution  is  in  a  state  of 
thorough  repair.  Bui,  woeld  the  real  Chesa- 
peake, the  bay,  be  fit  for  use  i&  that  case,  and  what 
would  be  the  operation  on  the  actual  Constitution 
of  the  United  States?  Sir,  I  am  opposed  lo  a 
French  war  as  well  as  to  a  war  with  England.  I 
would  treat  with  £[)gland  for  another  reason.  1 
wish  we  had  not  a  Commercial  Treaty  with  any 
nation  whatever.  I  am  opposed  to  them  on  prin- 
cipla ;  but  the  principle  is  already  settled.  We 
have  them.  By  our  treaties  with  her  eaemie*, 
your  hands  are  tied  up  from  taking  against  them 
anv  such  measure  as  the  one  proposed;  ihcy  ara. 
to  be  admitted  on  the  terms  of  the  most  favored 
nation.  This  w  probably  one  of  tba  principal 
causes  of  disgust  to  England.  Again :  She  made, 
an  offer  to  repeal  her  discriminating  dotiai,  if 
you  would  do  so  too;  to  trade  with  oi  upon 
even  terms.  By  mercantile  clamor  you  were  de- 
terred from  meeting  her  balf-way.  Moreover, 
you  have  refused  to  ratify  treaties  with  her,  after 
they  had  been  signed  by  your  own  Minisiet.  No 
doubt  you  had  the  right  to  do  bo.  But  can  yoa 
be  surprised,  under  such  circumstances,  tbat  a 
haughty  commercial  rival  has  been  irritated  ?  Af- 
ter your  oblations  to  France,  who  cannal  receive 
a  single  pound  of  sugar  or  coffee  but  undercover 
of  youi  flag,  who  is  dependent  opon  you  for  ser- 
vices which  she  cannot  render  herself,  who  is  not 
youi  rival  in  comiaerce,  what  can  you  expect 
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from  >  jnloDS  eompetitor  in  trade  vfao  stands 
in  need  of  faummTigatioB — whose  every  adrance 
toward  ■  good  aodersiandlDg  baa  received  a  mor- 
tiff  in^  repolae  7  Sir,  you  have  at  Ibis  moment  ■ 
negotiation  peoding  with  Oreat  Britain.  You 
have  no  cause  lo  despair  of  its  success ;  far  other* 
wise.  The  plain  <ioestiOD  is,  will  you  await  ha 
{•suejorwiil  yon,jMndentei^  precipitate  yoar- 
aelf  into  a  measure  which  must  put  all  negoiia' 
lion  aside,  which  must  eventuate  la  war  7  If  you 
want  war,  there  it  no  doubt  that  yon  may  have 
iL  Oreat  Britain  will  not  inbmit  to  all  the  hard- 
riiiMand  mischiefs  of  war,  becanse  yon  choose  la 
call  it  peace.  She  will  prefer  open  war  to  wai 
in  disguise ;  and  I,  sir,  have  no  hesitation  io  say- 
ing thai  I  am  for  no  half-measures.  Begin  that 
system  when  yon  will,  war,  or  dismce,  most 
grov  out  or  it.  I  am  for  aeilber.  The  gentle- 
man, indeed,  says,  that  this,  which  has  been  de- 
Boncced  as  a  war  measure,  i«  a  measure  ofiMace. 
Let  us  have  no  more  qiiari  wars,  I  beseeca  yoo, 
nt;  no  half- measures,  no  intermediate  stage,  bai 
open  war,  or  peact.  I  abhor  this  political  quack- 
ery. Give  us  war.  or  negotiation ;  if  you  reiiorl 
to  the  one,  let  na  abandon  the  other.  But  we  are 
■aked  if  American  virtae  will  so  far  degrade  and 
debase  itself  st  to  treat  with  the  old  and  corrupt 
Onremment  of  Boglandl  There  is  a  plain  an- 
nrer  (a  this.  Toa  have  a  treaty  with  her  now. 
with  every  Oovemmsnt,  I  believe,  that  woold 
make  one  with  yon.  But,  while  we  boast  of  onr 
Ttrtne,  let  as  beware  that  our  own  sins  are  not 
cast  into  our  teeth.  Let  us  see  how  far  these 
panelilioa  are  warranted  by  the  conduct  of  otir 
own  ageot*.  Look  to  the  management  of  the 
ooBvention  of  Paris,  of  the  30ih  April,  1803.  You 
have  all  seen  the  case  of  the  New  Jertey,  Nicklin 
and  OrilRth's  ship.  It  has  created  a  general  seD- 
.  SKtioa.  And  vet,  what  is  the  fact?  Compared 
with  otben,  tAey  have  almost  nothing  to  com- 
plain c^.  Bad  as  that  ease  is,  it  is  among  the  least 
exceptionable  instanees  of  misconduct  in  you~ 
Ministry  at  Paris.  It  is  tme,  Nicktin  ft;  Oriffith'. 
elaim  was  cut  down.  I  believe,  one-half,  because 
the  sum  appropriated  would  not  otherwise  (it  was 
feared)  be  snfficient  to  answer  all  the  draughts  of 
chicanery  upon  it  These  men  weie,  therefore, 
mulcted  nfty  per  cent.  They  are  rich  merchants, 
ftble  to  make  their  ease  known.  It  hu  been  heard. 


.[  eases  even  worse  than  this.  ThL 
daims  intended  to  be  provided  for  are  set  aside. 
Why?  Because  Oovernmenc  has  been represeDt- 
•d  abroad  by  unfaithful,  dishonest  agents  Have 
they  been  called  to  account  for  their  conduct  1 
Three  millions  sercD  hnndred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  stipulated  to  be  paid,  to  bonajtck  Ameri- 
ean  citizens— where  have  they  gone?  Into  the 
■ockets  of  renegntdoes,  and  the  bureaux  of  Paris. 
Yes,  the  tradera  in  seutrml  character  have  divided 
the  spoil  with  (he  harpies  of  the  French  bareanz. 
Theae  are  they  in  whow  favor  the  bills  have 
Deea  drawn  on  the  Treaburv  of  the  United  Butes 
by  their  ovm  Minister.  Take  the  ease  of  the 
Pif^n.  Then  was  no  question,  indeed,  as  to  her 
btug  Amaiican  property — bat  she  wh  captured 


flagrante  bdia — (when  we  were  taking  the  fnsnr- 
gente  aad  Berceau) — she  was,   thnaor^  good 

Srize^  and  was  condemned  accordingly.  Tel  the 
ecisioQ  of  the  inferior  court  was  revened  by  tba 
Council  of  Prizes,  and  this  case  brought  withiit 
the  convention,  to  the  exclusion,  no  doubt,  of  bona 
fide  claims,  for  neutral  American  nropertf,  esp- 
lured  and  condemned,  and  for  whico  tneeooTea- 
tion  was  intended  to  provide.  This  is  a  sprcimea 
of  the  mode  of  doing  buiinesi  at  Paris.  If  na- 
tlemea  doubt  upon  the  snbject,  let  them  call  on 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  eorreipoadence  of 
the  Coinmisaioners.  Let  Ihem  call  for  John  Her* 
eet,  one  of  those  Commission er>]  a  man  infenot 
to  few  in  point  of  talents ;  in  point  of  ehuae- 
ler,  to  none.    Put  him  to  the  bar  and  ezamint 

Painful  as  it  is  to  me,  I  mast  defend  my  prioci* 
pie*  and  those  of  my  friends.  Open  year  slaiote 
t>ook — what  does  it  say?  That  the  shores  ind 
waten  of  the  bay  and  river  Mobile  shall  form  a 
districL  I  brought  in  ihe  bill  myself.  The  Ex- 
ecutive had  informed  us  that  we  had  parebiwd 
from  Prance  as  far  as  the  Perdido  to  iheesit. 
We  legislated  upon  it.     Whence  have  arisen 

Stwr  disputes  with  Spain?  From  Peowcola  or 
I.  Aaoustine?  No;  from  the  very  countiy 
which  the  statute  book  says  is  yours;  ioyaurawn 
collection  district  are  Spanish  datiei  eiieted  and 
paid ;  from  this  very  quarter  incBrsions  bave  been 
made  into  the  old  United  Slater  Do  nntlemen 
believe  that  this  fact  will  be  lost  on  Qnat  Brit- 
ain ?  But  we  are  asked  (by  Mr.  Smilie)  what 
has  she  to  do  with  differences  betveen  ns  and 
Spain  1    What  right  has  she  to  iotofere,  to  in- 

Suire,  or  even  to  know,  to  seem  conscious,  of  what 
as  passed  in  that  quarter?  Is  this  iateoded  as  a 
■eriouB  question?  Because  von  have  clipped  a 
padlock  upon  your  own  moulhi,andwilfullyshat 
your  eyes,  do  you  expect  to  hocMlwink  an  eagle- 
eyed  adversary  ?  It  i?  in  vain  to  expect  that  any 
nation,  in  her  intercourse  with  yon,  will  be  bliiid 
lo  your  conduct  towards  others.  Great  Britaiii 
must  shnt  her  eyes,  and  ean,  too,  not  to  nodo- 
sUnd  the  stale  of^  things  here,  at  le«st  negatively 
speaking.  She  must  Know  that  you  hare  uicb 
no  imposing  attitude  towards  Spain ;  doseDOtbiDg 
to  strengthen  the  Southemfrontienjaiadenaed- 
dilion  to  your  naval  or  militarT  force ;  Uft  even 
the  militia  tn  ttat»  quo  anU.  Becaoie  the  doors 
have  been  shut,  can  people  be  brought  to  believe 
that  we  have  raised  anmes  and  equipped  fleets  in 
coitclavel  I  never  heard,  sir,  but  of  one  snuf 
incog.,  and  (hat  was  levied  by  the  facelioni  Ur. 
Bayes  for  the  service  of  the  stage,  nM  of  the  Stit^ 
anci  from  some  dramatic  ipecimetu  which  I  hivs 
lately  seen,  I  should  not  be  surprised  to  hear  of  a 
similar  project  being  started  on  this  fioor.  Great 
Britain  will  see,  then,  what  has  tut  been  you 
proceeding  towards  Spain.  She  will  say,  shall  I 
suffer  myself  to  be  brow-beaten  by  a  nation  clsa- 
oring  for  the  right  of  highway,  that  has  not  spini 
enough  to  defend  her  own  domicil?  If  A  set) 
like  a  poltroon  towards  B,  who  has  committed  a 
gross  onirmge  upon  him,  and  shall  hare  a  sabie- 
quent  controversy  with  C,  shall  he  prrtend  to 
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bait;  him,  lod  expect  C  not  to  coll  to  miad  hu 
cowardly  bebariouT  with  B,  and  treat  him  ac- 
eordingly  %  One  foreign  natioa  will  be  inflaeoced, 
will  be  governed  id  her  coneerni  with  you  by  your 
concetuoiu  to  another;  aud  it  ii  the  idle*t  thing 
is  the  world  to  expect  that  you  treatment  by  one 
OoTernment  will  not  hare  an  effect  on  the  d«- 
portment  of  othen  towards  you. 

One  word  more,  lir,  before  I  conclude.  Gen- 
tlemeu  nuMalcuIate  if  ihey  ■napou  that  mere 
outAonfy  (much  leu  at  second  hand)  will  do  for 
OB.  They  mnit  show  u«  something  better  before 
we  swallow  their  reiolation.  It  is  an  infirmity, 
air,  of  my  oature  that  I  cannot  yield  to  the  im- 
pocing  sound  of  great  name* ;  they  oeTer  did  and 
they  never  shall  pat  me  to  aileaee,  or  drire  me  from 
myparpoM.  I  am  spprixed  of  the  secret  denuncia- 
tions which  are  on  foot,  and  I  despise  them.  The; 
■hall  nerer  afiect  me.  I  Mme  into  public  life 
with  thcM  priaciides,  and  I  will  Imtc  it  with 
thera,  leave  it  when  I  may. 
The  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  wljonmed. 

FniDAT,  March  7. 

Ur.  CROWNiNSBiaLD  moved  a  reMriaUoo,  io- 
■inieting  tbe  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Kbm- 
ufaclores  to  inguire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  eighteenth  and  seven ty-aaventh  aaetiooof 
the  act  to  regulate  the  colleelion  of  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  so  far  a*  to  remove  the  disa- 
bilitie*  and  restrictions  at  present  imposed  on 
vessels  arriving  at  several  ports  of  entry  of  the 
United  States  from  tbe  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and 
from  place*  beyond  the  same. 

This  resolution,  after  a  modiScatJaa  suggested 
by  Mr.  Daka,  making  it  more  «HDprehen*ive, 
was  agree<!  to. 

nCPOHTATIONS  FHOM  GREAT  BBITAIN. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  Commit* 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union — Mr. 
Qnaaa's  resolution  still  tmder  consideration. 

Mr.  Si.OAn.~-I  do  not  rise  to  deny,  but  to  ac- 
knowledge uurself  one  of  those  hwn-book  poU- 
ticians,  altndea  to  by  a  genilemao  from  Viiginia, 
and  to  assure  this  Committee  that  I  do  not  envy 
or  begrndKe  that  member  either  his  saperior  ge- 
nio*,  talents^  or  learning ;  and  further,  to  ask  on 
behalf  of  myseli)  and  othen  of  this  class,  the 
favor  of  being  permitted  to  deliver  oar  sentiments 
on  this,  and  other  important  snijjeets,  in  snch  lan- 
guage as  we  are  capable  of,  nntu  oar  coostiineots 
may  have  an  opponnnity  of  Reeling  other  mem- 
bers, of  saperior  learning  and  talents,  and  farther 
advanced  u  political  knowledge.  This  is  a  favor 
I  hope  will  not  be  denied,  otlierwise  a  mat  nam- 
ber  of  Americsn  ciiizuM,  the  remaiaaet  of  this 
and  tbe  ensniug  session,  mast  go  nnieprasented. 

In  answer  to  the  assertion  tut  our  late  eondnct 
reapecling  Spain  was  such  as  we  dare  not  mention ) 
that  we  dare  not  take  off  the  injnnction  of  secrecy ; 
that  we  are  aihauMd  to  let  the  nation  know  tne 
secret — permit  me  to  assnre  that  gentleman,  and 
this  Committee,  (hat  I  feel  neither  shame,  nor 
eomponction  of  heart,  for  the  part  that  I  acted  in 


that  businen,  not  doubting  that,  when  the  injunc- 
tion is  taken  off,  and  the  public  Bcquiiated  with 
tbe  whole  transaction,  the  real  friend*  of  the  peace 
and  jnteteit  of  the  noited  Slates  will  fully  ap> 

Erove  the  conduct  of  the  majority,  (with  wtmml 
ad  the  pleasure  to  act,)  and  which,  were  1,  by 
side-glances  and  iDsiouations,  to  endeavor  lo  im- 
press the  public  mind  with  a  belief  that  a  majority 
of  their  Representatives  had  acted  in  a  manner 
they  were  ashamed  of,  I  conceive  my  constiinenta 
would  thenceforth  consider  me  unworthy  of  thein 
confidence,  and  consequently,  of  a  seat  on  ihia 

We  are  told  that  we  have  no  Cabinet.  Is  it 
neceisarv  7  is  it  recognised  by  the  Constituiion  7 
No !  Tne  PTeiidenrs  powers  are  defined^  and 
have,  for  five  years,  been  fulfilled  to  (he  satisfac- 
tion of  tbe  people. 

I  have  heard  of  British  Cabinets,  British  Min- 
istcTL  and  British  Privy  Councils.  Of  their  con- 
duct I  formed  a  very  bad  opinion,  before  the  mem- 
ber alluded  to  was  out  of  his  nurse's  arms,  and 
hare  seen  no  cause  to  change  that  opinioiL  It  ia 
therefore  pleasing  to  me  to  liear  that  we  Iwve  no 
such  institution. 

Mr.  Chairman,^  however  great  my  gratitude  to 
tbe  member  for  his  paternal  care  over  the  children 
in  politics  on  this  floor,  which  roused  him  from 
his  sick  bed  to  give  his  superior  opinion  upon  this 
subject  before  ourweak  and  feeble  minds  bad  been 
misled  by  Tom,  Dick,  and  Harry,  or  some  other 
arrogant  chap  that  might  have  some  knowledge 
of  steering  a  ship  at  sea,  but  totally  ignorant  m 


navtgatingonr  vessel  of  S  late — I  say,  notwitbstand- 
ing  I  gave  all  tbe  attention  inn»r  power  to  his 
eloquent  speeeb  of  two  hoursand  forty-eight  min- 


utes, there  were  divers  paru  which  mr  weak  brain 
could  not  comprehend,  and  which  I  oeg  leave  to 
lay  before  (his  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
eeiviag  f\irthei  information. 

1. 1  cannot  comprehend  how  oiu  demanding  the 
release  of  our  impressed  seamen,  and  restitution 
for  uaJBst  captures  of  our  vessels,  can  be  con- 
strued as  throwing  our  weight  in  the  scale  of 
France,  for  tlw  purpose  of  supporting  a  set  of  men 
who  do  not  support  the  public  weal  of  the  United 
State*. 

2.  Nor  can  t  possibly  discover  that  Oreat  Brit- 
ain standsprecisely  in  the  same  sitaation  that  !•• 
publican  France  did  in  ^93.  For  information  on 
this  subject,  let  me  ask,  vras  it  not  British  gold 
and  British  intrigue  that  then  formed  the  coalition 
against  republican  France  1  And  is  it  not  the 
same  tbat  nas  formed  the  present  coalition  against 
mooaichical  Prance  1  Havcthearmies  of  France, 
in  either  case,  advanced  beyond  their  own  terri- 
tory,previous  to  the  raising  and  advancing  toward* 
them  of  powerful  armies  for  the  express  purpose  of 
■ubjugBtiDg  (hem,  and  dividing  their  propertf 
among  the  coalesced  Powers?  If  the  accounts 
received  are  true,  they  have  not. 

But  we  are  told  that  Britain  is  now  the  only 
barrier  agiinil  tyranny,  and  her  navy  our  only 
security  J  that  tbe  battle  off  Trafalgar  prevented 
the  fleets  of  France  and  Spain  from  laying  onr 
seaport  towns  under  eoBtribution,  and  that  the 
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British  oavv  alooe  BUnds  betweao  na  end  their 
tyraQDf .  Mr.  Chairman,  if  a  British  subject  was 
admilted  aa  this  floor,  to  adTocaie  his  Sovereign'* 
cause,  I  should,  from  him,  have  expected  such 
language ;  bui  to  hear  it  from  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, has  astonished  me  more  than  anything  I 
•ver  heard  within  thete  walls.  I  may  add,  that  1 
belicTe  eren  a  British  subject,  of  common  sense 
and  pradence,  would  not  bare  committed  his 
character  by  asserting  tlut  the  combined  fieets  of 
Holland^  France,  and  Spain,  were  so  reduced  tliat 
ten  British  ships  (lexpeet  of  the  line,  was  meant) 
would  be  glad  to  meet  their  whole  force. 

Heilhercan  1  comprehend  that  language  that 
in  one  breatb  asserts  that  Spain  has  grossly  tDsijIt- 
ed  ns  on  our  own  territory  ;  that  we  pocket  those 
insnlis  because  they  are  a  favored  nation ;  and  in 
the  next  breath  asserts  that  she  is  no  nation,  but 
diose  aggressions  are  the  acts  of  France. 

I  here  deem  it  my  duty  to  make  some  remarks 
on  obserTations  made  on  this  floor,  which  hare  a 
tendency  to  mislead  and  alarm  the  public  mind 
with  regard  to  France  and  Spain.  We  have 
been  told  that  Spain  has  insulted  us  on  our  own 
territory.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia whether  he  has  not  declared  that  we  do  not 
possess  afoot  of  groond  beyond  the  Iberville  7  If 
■0,  let  the  world  judge  of  the  consistency  of  hi) 
remarks.  I  ask  if  Spain  has  not  ordered  her 
cruisers  to  respect  our  vessel^,  and  whether  France 
b  not  on  a  friendly  footing  with  as7  Shall,  then, 
the  public  mind  be  deceived  with  the  idea  that 
Congress  have  not  acted  towards  those  nations 
wilhspirit?  For  what?  Because  our  bounda- 
ries with  Spain  are  not'  defined.  J  trust  in  Ood 
We  shall  never  go  to  war  for  thaL  I  repeat  it,  our 
affairs  are  in  a  train  of  amicable  settlement,  and 
I  trust  they  will  be  soon  settled. 

It  is  asserted  that  France  would  be  as  ty- 
rannical on  the  ocean  as  England  had  she  the 
same  power;  that  is  a  point  that  I  hare  neither 
foreknowledge  or  sagacity  enough  to  determine, 
nor  do  I  consider  such  assertions  either  necessary 
or  proper  on  the  present  occasion.  The  degraded 
point  of  Tiew  in  which  Spain  has  been  repre- 
sented, the  tyrannical  diipositioD  of  France,  and 
Britain  represented  as  the  only  barrier  against  her 
tyranny,  the  fortorn  hope  of  Enropean  liberty,  I 
hare  heard  with  sorrow,  bellering  soch  language 
highly  improper  to  be  used  in  a  legislative  capa- 
city by  any  representative  of  a  free  people,  whose 
interest  it  is  to  cultivate  peace  and  harmony  with 
iX\  nations  of  the  earth. 

I  sbail  onljr  trouble  the  Committee  with  one 
more  observation  upon  the  learned  and  eloquent 
sneecb  first  mentioned,  in  which  1  think  it  was 
alleged  that  parchment  was  the  only  remedy  ap- 
plid  to  aggressionB  on  our  territory,  for  which  a 
member  ftom  New  Jersey  might  receive  a  vege- 
table specific.  If  I  am  tbe  member  alluded  to, 
permit  me  to  reply,  that  if  by  dealing  in  parch- 
ment we  can  continue  to  purchase  as  good  bar- 
Eains  as  Loaisiaaa,  and  thereby  preserve  peace,  I 
ope  tbe  United  States  will  always  prefer  deal- 
ing in  that  commodity  rather  than  lo  imbrue  their 
bands  in  human  blood.    Respecting  vegctaUe 


specifies,  I  shall  only  observe,  that  if  ibat  member 
lives  lo  my  age,  needing  no  more  specific  medi- 
cine, either  vegetable  or  mineral,  he  may  eoosidec 
it  a  great  blessing  j  but  which  I  think  very  im- 
probacile. 

Mr.  Cbairman,  believing  it  to  be  my  doty  to  de- 
liver my  sentiments  in  as  few  words  as  possiUe, 
that  other  members  standing  on  an  equal  floor 
may  have  an  opportnaity  to  deUrer  theirs.  I  shall 
hasten  to  a  coDctusion,  at  the  same  time  not  doubt- 
ing that,  if  I  was  dismned  so  to  do,  I  eonld  take 
up  tbe  lime  of  the  Committee  as  Itnigj  nnd  to  as 
little  purpose^  as  any  other  member  within  these 
walls. 


man  did  not  order  me  down,  which  I  hope  he  will 
if  ever  1  attempt  it. 

In  explaining,  1  coold  declare  that  I  did  not 
mean  to  stigmatute  a  respectable  class  of  citizens 
with  dishonesty,  or  any  other  repraoehfol  epiihet, 
and  immediately  compare  them  to  batternies  of 
the  day,  and  to  alipnery  eels,  who  will  get  round 
and  evade  any  regulations  ot  restrictions  that  can 
be  made,  whose  interest  is  their  guide,  regardless 
of  the  peace  and  interest  of  the  nation  in  which 
they  reside. 

I  eoold  declare  that  I  had  not  insulted  tbe  House, 
but  aimed  at  certain  political  characters,  and  in 
the  next  breath  charge  a  majority  of  the  same 
House  with  having  hoodwinked  its  members,  but 
unable  to  do  so  with  foreign  nations.  I  again 
could  charge  them  with  bntlpn^  Eoglaad  and 
tmeUing  to  Fraace.  and  exclaim  in  an  imperious 
tone,  this  you  have  done,  and  you  know  it. 

Blr.  Chairman,  I  could  go  on  still  fanner,  and 
assert  that  liw  little,  trifling  arguments  tdmj  o^ 
ponents  ought  to  bear  no  weight,  becanse  aeat)- 
tute  of  reason;  that  instinct  tbe  guide  of  tbe 
brute  creation,  was  superior  to  sucti  reason ;  yet 
declare  that  I  meant  no  insult  to  their  ondei^ 
standing. 

I  could  then,  in  tbe  prophetic  line,  inform  the 
Committee  that  if  tbey  oSended  the  Briti^  Hu- 
bter  be  would  immediately  pot  forth  his  siren^b, 
and  make  the  UniWd  States  feel  it;  and  t&ai al- 
though France  at  present  appears  fiieadly^  she  is 
like  the  still  hog  drinking  swill,  meditating  fu- 
ture evil,  and  will  erentnally  (if  in  her  power) 
treat  ns  worse  than  England. 

I  contd  in  a  few  words  remoTe  ^is  mighty 
bngbear  that  the  friend*  of  the  resolution  have 
mule  to  much  ado  about— I  mean  the  iraprru- 
ment  of  three  thooBaDd  of  our  scameo — by  in- 
forming the  Committee  (bat  it  has  been  tbe  prac- 
tice of  Biitain  tim«immemorial}lhat  it  hasbeea 
found  tDdiuwnsablv  necessary,  to  enable  them  to 
man  their  deels ;  that  is  to  say,  wJthont  these  dia- 
bolical means,  which  none  but  infernal  fiends  ia 
haman  shape  could  e^r  use,  they  could  not  ^c 
eflbctually  have  carried  fire  and  sword,  dev*sa- 
tion  and  plunder,  to  erery  habitable  pan  of  tbe 
globe,  analbereby  so  greatly  increased  the  quan- 
tum of  human  misery,  and  the  cries  of  the  widows 
and  fatherless. 

1  conld  also,  if  my  conscience  would  pennit, 
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■fler  tealiag  m;  hatred  m  the  moat  bitter  invec- 
tirea  aeainsi  the  French  Emperor  tbal  my  geDins 
could  inTeDt,  charging  Congress  with  trnckliiiK 
(0  him,  and  b«Btowutg  on  th«  OoTernment  or 
Englaiid  the  bigheii  applause  for  their  opposition 
to  Fteoch  tyranny — repeatedlr ' deny  being  the 
apvlogist  of  Britam.  Bat  a  suhseqaent  qnestion 
arises,  would  the  meotbers  of  this  Committee  sub- 
scribe to  the  truth  of  such  declaratious  t 

But,  Mt.  Chairmao,  I  will  deuin  the  Cammit- 
tee  DO  longer  with  telliog  tbem  what  might  be 
done,  bat  earnestly  call  their  attention  to  what  has 
been  done — to  what  has  been  Mid  on  this  floor. 
We  have  been  told  that  France  cannat  get  &  pound 
of  coSee  ot  sUMr  from  her  own  islands,  except 
through  the  medium  of  American  resseli,  and  that 
we  hare  a  treaty  that  obliges  as  to  treat  them  as 
one  of  the  most  i^vored  nations.  This  raises  the 
enrtain,  and  gives  a  full  and  complete  view  of  the 
wh^ile  scene;  this  explains,  in  the  most  clear  and 
explicit  maQaer,  the  elaborate  speech  of  two  hours 
and  forty-eight  minutes,  and  the  explanation  of 
two  hours  and  nine  minutes.  A  horn-book  poli- 
tician may  by  this  clearly  discover  the  inlentioo 
of  the  member  from  Virginia;  and  Tom,  Dick, 
and  Harry,  if  they  hare  only  learned  the  three 
first  letters  of  the  alphabet,  may  understand  his 
meaning,  and  why  he  would  prefer  an  embargo 
To  even  t  partial  nou-importation  of  British  man- 
ofactures.  It  ia  possible  that  Oeorge  the  Third, 
that  zealous  defender  of  (he  most  holy  faith,  by 
whose  most  gracious  orders  the  North  American 
colonies  were  declared  out  of  his  protection ;  and 
afterwardshis  paternal  care  was  furthermanifested 
in  burning  their  towns,  murdering  their  citizens, 
and  ckusing  their  prisoners  to  perish  with  famine 
and  pestilence  in  noisome  dungeons  and  filthy 

Iirison -ships — I  say  it  is  possible,  as  the  precious 
ife  of  thb  great  beaefkctor  of  mankind  is  yet  pre- 
served, and,  we  are  told  on  this  floor,  rematns  ani- 
mated with  the  same  benevolent  spirit,  fighting 
the  battles  of  liberty  against  Qallic  tyrannf,  if  he 
should  fail  bf  land,  his  pious  zeal  may  induce  him 
once  miHe  to  resort  to  his  forlorn  hope,  as  he  did 
in  the  late  war  with  republican  France ;  declare 
■11  her  ports  and  her  atliea  in  a  state  of  blockade; 
cover  the  ocean  with  his  fleets,  in  order  to  eSeet 
by  a  famine  what  he  is  unable  to  do  by  force  of 
arms.  In  that  case,  an  embargo  on  American  vea- 
aels  would  facilitate  his  purpose.  Bat  here  let  me 
ask  this  Committee,  Can  theCongressof  the  Uni- 
ted Btatea  emnienance  such  a  proeednre?  I  hope 
act. 

Before  I  sit  down,  let  me  ask  Ibe  membera  of 
this  Committee,  (especially  yon  in  whose  ears  the 
expiring  groans  of  your  brethren  in  arms — of  yonr 
beloretrfellow-citizenF— yet  Tibraies ;  slain  by  the 
murderous  hands  of  the  mercenaries  of  Qreat  Brit- 
ain, or  more  barbarously  deprived  of  life  by  fam- 
ine or  pestilence,)  Can  you,  while  that  rome  mon- 
arch reigns,  and  who,  instead  of  diminishing,  has 
added  to  the  long  and  black  catalo^e  of  crimes 
•et  forth  in  oor  Declaration  of  Independence, 
which  ioilDeed  you  to  risk  your  lives  in  opposi- 
lioa  to  hii  tyraany  i  can  you  with  complaeeocy, 
w  any  degree  of  approbatial^  ait  and  neai  tbat 
Sth  CoH.  —SO 


Gorernment  who  continues  her  tyranny  and  in- 
justice lotheseUnited  States— witness  the  eaptura 
of  our  vessels  and  impressraeot  of  our  seamen-^ 
held  up  by  a  member  on  this  floor,  as  the  only  bar- 
rier we  hare  against  the  tyranny  of  that  nation 
who  in  our  straggle  assisted  us  with  vessels  of  war, 
arms,  ammunition,  men,  and  money;  whose  sol- 
diers fought  by  your  side,  and  bled  to  support  Amer- 
ican liberty  and  independence,  and  wnose  Qov- 
ernment  continues  friendly  towards  us  7  I  bopa 
not ;  I  beliere  you  cannot ;  your  hearts  must  turn 
indignant  from  such  language.  For  ray  own  part, 
I  am  free  to  declare,  tttat,  since  I  have  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor,  I  bare  heard  nothing 
that  has  so  hurt  my  feelings.  I  have  borne  them 
in  silence.  I  am  nappy  in  obtaining  a  few  mo- 
menta in  my  plain  aalearned  way  to  express  them, 
that  this  Committee  and  all  theUnited  States  may 
know  that  I  retain  the  same  abhorrence  against 
British  tyranny  thaf  I  did  in  the  Rerolutionarr 
war,  and  also  the  same  lore  for  the  liberty  and 
independence  of  the  Uoiieil  States. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  said  he  had  been  long  in  the  habft 
of  observing,  that,  when  a  subject  was  discussed 
which  occasioned  nnmerons  arguments,  the  ques- 
tion was  often  lost  sight  of.  In  the  heat  of  debate, 
instead  of  the  subject  before  them,  the  preceding 
argument  beeame  the  text  to  him  (nat  replied,  and 
his  to  the  next  who  took  the  floor,  and  so  on,  in 
succession,  until  some  member  succeeded  in  call- 
ing the  attention  of  the  membera  to  the  original 
subject.  Though  the  present  question  bad  but  a 
few  days  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  yet,  iii  bis  opinion  several  of  the 
Mteakers  on  the  floor  bad  lost  sight  of  it,  further 
than  he  had  formerly  observed  in  so  short  a  time. 
He  would  attempt  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Commilteefrom  these  desultory  excursions,  which 
settle  no  point  in  debate,  and  often  hare  no  vtsi- 
Ue  connexion  with  it,  to  the  important  question 
tber  were  called  upon  to  decide ;  and  in  doing 
so,  ne  would  take  no  notice  of  anything  that  had 
bMD  oflered  as  argument,  which  was  not  neces- 
sarily eonnected  with  the  qnestion.  He  would 
neither  be  the  advocate  or  apologist  for  any  on» 
nation  of  Europe,  nor  treat  any  other  nation  with 
irritating  contempt.  Languageof  the  kind  that  baa 
been  used  within  two  days  past  In  this  House 
ought  not  to  be  admitted,  unless  we  were  employed 
in  discussing  a  manifesto  to  support  a  declarettOB 
of  war,  and  even  for  that  puipcne  it  la  inconsist- 
ent with  national  dignity.  He  said,  the  ■nbject 
before  the  House  was  a  resolution,  rrferred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  to  prohibit  all  tmportation  of  goods  the 
produce  or  the  manofaerare  of  Britain,  or  any  of 
the  British  dominions;  not  to  prevent  Britain 
or  her  dependencies  from  receiving  supplies  of 
provisians,  raw  materials,  ftc,  fmm'us.  It  does 
not  goto  prohibit  exportation;  bnteven  thisshould 
not  be  done  without  a  rery  sufficient  cause.  Two 
causes  are  assigned  in  the  preamble  to  the  resolu- 
tion ;  first,  the  impressment  of  our  seamen ;  sec- 
ond, commercial  BKgreasi  on  s. 

Mr.  F.  asked,  Was  ii  ever  known,  in  the  bislory 
of  iadapendent  oationa,  that  asf  OM  aation  in- 
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prMKd  ifafl  eitizrn*  or  rabjecti  of  iDolheT  niiipo 
iBto  ihnr  fl«eta,  to  Gfbi  agtinut  a  tolion  friendly 
to  that  from  which  ihey  had  been  impreBiei],  anil 
to  receJTe  no  waget  or  emolumeuU  uolcw  they 
voold  polisl ;  which  few  of  ibem  ever  do,  eice(tt 
vnder  the  lash  of  (he  boacswaii).  which  ii  applied 
if  ibey  appear  leluetaDi  to  do  ibe  ro«aaeat  druda- 
cntj  and  who  muBi  i^  neceMitf  haie  the  natioo  ioi 
TOich  they  fougbc  1  No,  tir,  this  eanoot  b«  shown 
Tbe  Briiiah  Ooreroineiii  has  tong  been  to  ih( 
hiJbJ  t  of  iBiprenJDf  iheir  own  uibjecta  for  leaincn, 
la  Prance,  we  have  been  lately  (old  in  this  Hoase, 
nmaaripts  are  forced  to  tkc  army.  Perha|n  (he 
•o&KTipU  arc  the  tanpe  th«t  «c  hare  bean  accui- 
tonud  to  Mil  the  claniB  oif  militia  in  ihia  eoon- 
try{  butitiiof  iheiTOWOcitizeo*.  Ipipreumend 
to  the  nary  are  a  rery  difiereat  thjaf.  It  ia  uch 
u  e»rcii«  of  tyratiDy  that  it  ii  htqiM  will  never 
bf  axerciMd  in  ibii  couytry.  Yet,itilj,  except  i 
^9  eaae  of  oar  aearaeo,  it  istheir  own  aobjecli 
tb«r  do  niM  imptcu  Swadei,  DaiiM,  or  Pruwian*. 

A  man  impreand  b  coDdeotned  to  a  slavery  of 
iba  worit  kind.  SUvecy,  for  a  limited  lime,  is  a 
nilable  puDisbmeni  for  crime*;  but  the  Motence 
with  UB,  end  in  all  oatioai,  civilixed  or  MTBge, 
decided  by  known  aitd  retponaibi*  judgea  to  be  ll 
V«ch  of  aoine  law.  Bui  by  whom  is  the  aeL 
lence  of  coodetpqMioa  to  ilavery  paaaed  on  our 
qitisani,  Milisg  under  the  nroteciioo  of  onr  own 
flif,  ebari^eable  witb  ■«  crime?  Not  by 
*fjUMieeiB  any  form ;  ooteven  by  an  ofGoerof 
kifb  reHODiibility :  bvi  by  aoiae  yoaoK  subalters 
•fa  amn-of-ww,  wbicfa  is  univetMllv  admilted  to 
retort  to  ibe  most  arbitrary  apeciea  of  govern neni 
uiuing.  No  other  crime  i«  allied  to  jtittify  ibe 
oeftdeBBUioo,  bat  tkat  besimka  the  Boriish  bn- 
gWK*,  or  kes  beeowe  »»  Amcttcu  citoeo,  and 
so  oiber  jadse  but  a  Uenetwat  ot  midshipman 
selected  {h  t£ie  exeriioa  of  tjrraany. 

WeheTenotlongsinecesprceeeda  juilabfaor- 
HaxeofalBTeryiby  BTcryuiMBimoueToieof  this 
Hoow)  we  have  eipreMed  a  TW)f  commendable 

anpBiby  f(M  the  utntored  sobs  of  AffieB,  of  a 
lanni  color  from  o»rse]rn,ktoteD  or  ftuced  frun 
tbeir  liMDiliea  and  all  thai  is  dear  to  ihi 
ahaU  we  make  no  exertiovs  to  protect  oar  own 
•ilisraafVenawonekivdofaJaveryl  Ifthsplaiit- 
•faof  Smith  Carolina,  oe  any  otbei  Sute  where 
4aTaa«ea  emiplored,  shooU  forcibly  uke  any  of 
QOT  iMe  ftom  the  plonfh,  or  Dther  lawful  and 
BBoaMary  oecflpBtion,  aiw  net  chem  to  work  with 
MImt  alavet  io  nialog  cottoa  or  rice,  the  ootr^* 
nHiM  be  honid,  indeed,  b«t  nM  equal  to  the  in- 
pteameDtofottroHiBeai.  The  sbve  to  the  planter 
Mil  labor,  bnt  he  is  not  oUi^d  to  kill  thote  who 
Qara  Riven  bin  no  proveeatioB,  ot  lo  be  killed 
himaetf,  and  he  may  he  found  and  redeemed, 
tfoneji  redeemed  our  eaptifca  from  the  Barbary 
•oast,  BDd  we  felt  for  them,  and  adraaced  the  priee. 
There  ia,Bir,eno(her  point  of  riew presented  in 
th*  impreasaaeni  of  our  leamen  which  ought  to 
addiaas  onr  aitentjon.  It  is  admitted  ihet  ■evenl 
thoutind  of  oar  impretacd  ciiizena  are  employed 
mi  board  the  Briiish  men-of-war,  fightinjr  ageinat 
France.  Thes^  it  u  beUeVfd,  are  tnScient  to,, 
mu  fire  ihiffa^jflbe-Uw.    UJ^wriUeiuawa 


:  connive  Bt  this,  or  by  oar  wilful  neglect  of  aoch 
peaceable  meana  aa  are  within  oar  power  lo  pre- 
vent it,  may  not  this  be  charged  as  a  breach  of 
neutrality— may  it  not  be  josily  called  war  io  dia- 
guiae?    But  I  foibcar. 

Commercial  a^reasions,  such  as  captniing  oar 
mercbanc  ahipa  laden  with  cargoes  of  eolontal 
produce,  purchased  iq  return  for  the  produce  of 
our  own  country  aod  the  property  of  onr  own  cil- 
iaeas,  and  condemnic^.  contrary  to  the  laws  and 
usaffOB  of  nalioDS,>a  approved  and  practised  even 
by  the  British  couita  until  Augvat  last,  aiul  open- 
ly in  her  decisiooiS  subatitutioff  the  instntctioDs  of 
me  court  in  the  place  of  the  law  of  nations,  coo" 
trary  to  her  own  former  practice,  bj  which  it  u 
acknowledged  by  the  opposers  of  the  rcaiiluuoa 
tbe  firiiiab  eouris  have  already  condemned  at 
least  six  millions  of  dallBrj,of  the  property  of  out 
citizens,  on  new  priociples,  which,  Dot  being 
known  to  the  owners,  it  was  inposaible  lo  pro- 
vide Hgainat  the  events.  Thoogh  these  aggrea- 
aions  have  hitherto  been  principally  committed  on 
cargoee  of  colonial  produce,  where  only  we  can 
6nd  a  market  for  Ibe  produce  of  the  Middle  and 
Eaatern  Stales,  yei  the  principles  are  equally  ap- 
plicable lo  much  of  our  East  India  trade,  and  to 
the  trade  with  Prance,  Spain,  and  Holland,  from 
which  we  derive  most  of  the  favorable  balance  of 
trade,  which  enables  us  to  discba»e  ihe  nnraFor- 
able  balance  of  trade  with  Qreat  Britain;  and  she 
OBD  io  apply  them  without  giving  notice  of  hei 
intention  at  a  time  when  she  knows  we  have  the 
greatest  amount  of  priuierty  on  the  ocean.  We 
eannotadmit  theplM  of  necessity,  as  stwested  In 
a  well  known  British  pamphlet,  and  advocaied 
without  rtserve  by  the  gentleman  from  Firgiaia. 
To  admit  this  would  justify  ev^  piasihle  ag- 
gression of  the  Power  at  war  against  neslral  Da- 
twos.  We  make  no  war  in  di^nise  against  Bric- 
aio}  we  favor  hei  as  much  as  u  onr  neutral  sU- 
tioB  and  eommcrcial  titoaiios  we  can  do.  W* 
bear  with  aarenioiv  from  ber  ih&t  would  not  ba 
oflered  norMrne  with  from  any  otbo  utioB. 
Tbe  nroats  accruing  from  a  favoiaUe  commw- 
oial  nlance  with  other  natious  ia  chenfolly 
thrawn  into  her  laii,  aod  if  we  do  not  owtiww  « 
do  ao  it  ia  her  own  fiudt.  Joatica  and  potter  re- 
quire that  she  sheold  do  s»  Brilstn  pfeteads  bo 
cause  ofeomplatnt  agaiast  us.  Wt  Mn  readilr 
removed  sash  as  abc  ever  had.  %  pieadiiw  ne- 
cessity, the  sgRTCSBion  on  he*  port  aema  W  u  w^ 
hnowiedged.    Let  her  ra»o*e  th*  «Da«. 

.ni.    _.  ..___>___ "- arii    , 

f  aSoot  oni 


Thia  qaeaiion,  therefore,  nalnrally  arises,  an 
ihea*  things  wrong  t  do  thn  w*  owf  nBoot  ooi 
interest  bnt  onr  Mtumal  iBnep««d«iWBl    It  w«t 


cwfideoily  expected  thai  to  ihi*  inquiry  aveiy 
member  would  anmet  ia  the  affirmative,  tee 
member,  boWflTer,  ba*  gaoa  f«t  to  advoesta  aU 
the  aggressions  cam  pia  toad  «f.  No  doabi,  how- 
ever, a  great  isi^arity  of  the  raemben  $-  --- 
vioced  uai  the  impressmrai,  > 
gressiona,  require  i 

prmeot  deliberation  ia  to  discover  sucb  measorea 
aa  will  be  most  expedient,  not  only  to  coivect  tk* 
evil,  but  to  ptocnre  raaaoitabla  iedi«ss  withoat 


■i^oruy  Di  iQH  ■netBiKcn  are  coft- 
B  impressmrai,  and  the  tdber  ag- 
in a  remedy;  tbe  olucct  of  lb« 
ition  ia  to  discover  such  measorea 
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Mr.  F.  added,  ibst  it  was  rcMCtoible  to  wpeet 
Mine  dirsnity  of  opioioD ;  tbat  siicb  s  diTersity 
does  ezMt  ia  erid^nl  from  the  numbei  and  rarteiy 
of  the  Kaoluuou  referred  10  tbisCominiitec.  Or 
tbcM.  (ome  arc  lubMiiaiea  far  the  resolulion 
whicD  U  aow  iheMibjcct  ofdebacej  they  bavelbe 
MBH  object  ia  view,  but  lary  in  ibe  meaAa  ero- 
poMd.  Oihen  may  be  very  properly  pu»aea  in 
coaoarreBce  witb,  and  ia  aia  of,  lb«  resoltitiDD 
nader  debate  ]  for  eoma  si  tbese,  with  propct 
modifieatioiu,  ba  «id  he  wowld  pcohably  Tote. 
Thera  i«  oertaialy  a  Taridy  of  metbodi  ia  oar 
|iow«r  of  apnlyio^  aa  eibetaal  and  at  Iha  mme 
tuna  poaeeaNe  «M  pemMnenl  aorreetire  of  a/ix 
groaads  af  eomplainL  Tbe  oiMhod  propoaed  in 
tbe  rmolu^oii  on  ibe  table  be  tboopbt  wall  calcD- 
laled  toprodsce  tbe  effeot;  tiiai  the  dtMuwioa  of 
it  would  at  iMst.briag  tbe  whole  tubjeet  into 
TieWfiftdprepitretbeirmiDda  for  other  reMlniiona. 

Ur.  F.  aaid  perfaapa  be  would  be  told  tkat  it  Ii 
R  war  aeaaure,  and,  a*  aucb,  ongbi  lo  be  afoided. 
We  have  been  told  lo  already  by  a  gcDtlcmaa 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  3.  lUMVOLrn,)  who  was  ap 
reuerday.  Mr.  F.  nid  bia  eoUeagne,  who  intro- 
duced tbe  resolution,  dealarod  be  did  noteooiider 
it  as  a  war  measure,  aod  that  ha  hiniM)f  waa  ab- 
tilutely  oppeaed  to   war  equally   with  bia  uA- 

Tbit  reaolmioQ  provisionallr  ptoposea  terms 
which  it  is  iual  and  reasonable  tbat  Britain  abonld 
comply'  wiUi,  and  which  ia  fully  in  her  power,  to 
prerent  tbe  importation  of  gowb  the  produce  and 
manufactares  of  tbe  Biititb  domintoDs,  until  a 
rcnaoaablo  aocommodaiifia  is  made  by  nrgotia- 
tioD.    It  does  sot  go  to  preToai  exporiaiion. 

Bui  it  may  b«  aaid,  and  it  is  no  doubt  the  Min- 
ion ol  some  members,  tbat  the.  subject  should  at 
tbia  lime  be  left  wholly  to  negotiatioB,  witboui 
being  aided  by  any  legblatire  meaaura.  Thia  ia 
tbe  most  iai|Kir(ant  point  in  view  in  the  aubjeot 
before  h. 


ttoo  agiae  thai  an 


a  by  negotn)iion 


I  tolaly  tbeir  object.  Thia,  be  aaid,  waa 
doubiedly  bis  object,  and  he  wotild  aapport  the 
■eaolulion  on  the  tnUe,  aubjeet  to  whatever  mod- 
ification the  majority  af  the  CowmUiae  nay 
tbiuk  proper  to  give  it,  aoMy  with  a  Tlaw  to  far- 
tber  a  faronUe  n^olintion.  B«  wiU  any  mem- 
ber say  tbat  ibe  Presidrat  has  not  already  exerted 
all  the  powera  veaied  ia  him,  and  all  tbe  taleati  \ 
of  which  be  is  poaaaaaed,  to  acaompUsb  «i  amt-i 
cable  MKoiiMioo  I  They  will  noL  Thar  wiU 
not  cay  tbat  eyary  Praaident  of  tbe  Unitad  States 
baa  not  done  entytbing  in  thoir  power,  hj;  ncgo- 
tiaiion,  to  prevcu  tbe  impreeaoMM  of  oar  citizens, 
ainoe  tbe  unpreaameni  eeoameneed  in  1793— the 
fint  time,  iaieed,  in  tbe  biaiory  of  nations,  ibai  a 
power  of  one  independent  nation  over  tb«  citi- 
zens of  aoothev  independeat  nation  was  nasnmed. 
Tbe  President,  ia  bis  first  Message  to  ihiaCtm- 
greaagoffioially  brought  iha  subject  before  Ihem,  In 
a  subaeqnent  Memge  be  iafbimed  them  of  tbe  in- 
structions he  had  giren,  of  tbe  exertions  that  had 
been  made^nd,  in  abort,  (hat  negotiation  was  ts- 
baaitnd.    Why,  ih<n,ab«iU  waiefaac  iiieb  lagi»- 


laiiveoid  ae,  in  tbe  preaenl  state  of  thebnaiaesi^ii 
absolutely  necesHsry  to  reader  ne^otidiiontuceesa- 
full  Can  we  expect  tuceeas  wiihoat  some  effi- 
cient expresaion  of  the  national  wiU  %  Farnn 
Presidenie  did  ikot  expect  it  so  from  any  natioa. 

bjr.  F,  aaid,  (he  geotlemen  wbo  hare  risen  tn 
oppoaiitoQ  to  tbe  resolution  have  lafcea  no  notiaa 
of  the  impreumeot  of  our  oitisieDB,  ibougb  it  )• 
t^  far  tbe  most  aggravated  grievance.  Thef 
seem  to  gire  (o  Qreia  Britain  a  prescriptive  tight 
of  that  esseotijil  portion  of  aui  iedepeadenatt 


precedent'ad  tjFracay  began  to  be  exercised.  In- 
deed, tbe  first  inftiaoce  of  acqttiesoenpe  which  bM 
beea  manifested  is  by  the  meidbers  who  bant 
spoken  in  opposilton  to  ibis  resolution, 

Ttie  ^ndemaa  from  Virginia,  yesterday,  th« 
setoad  time  bs  hM  been  up  on  tbe  question,  ao- 
knowledged  the  omission,  but  seemed  t*  mnbe  aa 
o£bet  of  tbe  eonduot  of  Spain  in  Ibe  Mississippi 
Territory  last  Summer  to  balance  the  impiesar 
aaenL  It  aiwears  ibat  two  men  fied  from  jastioa 
from  tbe  aetdement  poeseased  by  Spain,  and  were 
pursued  and  taken  in  our  territory,  but  afterwards 
rescued  from  the  officer  of  Spain.  Tbia  mig^ 
be  balanced  by  tbe  outrage  committed  by  the 
British  at  Detroit;  but  without  dwelling  on  tUa 
inault,  it  is  suffioieot  to  observe  tbat  tha  two  iae« 
are  free  from  bondage,  and  that  tbetebas  not  bees 
time  to  remonstrate  and  negotiate  witb  Spalt 
aJDOe  tbe  outrage  happened,  and  that  a  court  of 

Kstice  ia  eompelent  lO  decide  on  it.  If  Britaia 
id  impreaaedWlwomen— ifehebadimpressad 
bat  two  hundred,  and  bad  disarowed  ibeitHe^ 
tion  of  doing  so  any  more — if  the  Cotut  of  Lon- 
don bad  net  advocated  and  avowed  persieliag  » 
the  unpreoedented  outrage  on  the  laws  and  aaagaa 
of  naticwa— if  tliat  OovemnMnl  bad  aol  vindical- 
ed  the  conduct  and  tefnsed  to  Mgn  a  conventioa 
on  tbat  snbject  jonae  agiecd  to)  witltaot  an  inad- 
naisaible  exoeptfon,  it  may  be  presumed  the  caae 
would  aot  bave  been  brought  before  the  Legia- 
laiUM. 

Tha  observatipna  of  this  ^tlnaan,  bow«M(, 
•0  oOen  briu  our  relatione  with  Spaia  into  rieai, 
iritbont  exf^aaiions,  tbat  tboiwb  thay  bare  w 
connexion  with  tbe  subject  before  uk  he  wonU 
shortly  adid  (balj  in  tbe  poicbase  of  Louisiana 
from  France,  which  tbe  graileman  from  Virginia 
baa  ia  strong  tertos  acJinowledgad  was  a  good 
bMgain,  that  even  liie  chanaei  of  tbe  river  was 
worth  the  meney,  dte.,  yet  in  the  variotia  tnuu- 
fen  between  France  apd  Spain,  and  tbe  final 
tmnsHsr  to  the  United  States,  the  boundary  lines 
hn4  never  been  settled.  By  a  Ult  reported^ lo  the 
Insl  Congress,  it  is  believed  fay  the  g«iileman 
from  Virginia  himself,  wbicb  pasaed  into  a  law, 
it  waa  made  the  Preaidenl's  duty  to  uke  posaea- 
of  (he  Mobile  district.    He  did  so,  and  Spain 


wbject  of  negaiiaiioo,  bo  m-m  »  .u. 
Western  boundary.    Aa  soon  aa  this 
Bttbieet  of  negotiaiioo,  (he   Presideot  proceeded 
BO  luttbet,  but  left  the  undecided  boundary  in  tbe 
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■tate  it  wKs,  iiDtil  the  boundirf  «hoald  be  amtcK- 
bljr  leltled. 

This,  lir,  is  the  wif  I  nudentand  the  cue  to 
(Uod;  end  if  I  nndentaDd  it  trulf,  the  Presideal 
hu  conducted  with  great  correctness,  aKreeabij 
to  the  law  of  natioDi.  Of  the  traih  of  this  it  is 
not  Bccesurr  to  qaote  authority,  ooe  example  for 
iUastratioD  u  snfflcieDt :  though  the  WeBtern 
bonadary  between  the  United  States  and  the  Brit- 
iah  territory  had  been  clearly  defined  io  the  de- 
Snitive  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  yet  the  West- 
ern forts  within  oar  acknowledged  boandary 
were  forcibly  withheld  from  nt  by  British  troops; 
bit  while  the  negotiatioit  coadacted  by  Mr.  Jay 
was  in  progren  at  the  Coait  of  London,  the  Pre*- 
idoit.  WasHinoTON,  not  only  withheld  the  Fed~ 
tral  troops,  then  en^ged  in  war  with  the  Indians, 
from  adranciag,  but  forbade  General  Irring  from 


■rlraitia,  where  it  was  not  known  that  ever  the 
British  had  adraneed  a  claim  Moce  the  Revolu- 
tion, ar  taken  possession ;  but  neither  had  we  ae- 
tnally  occupied  it  before,  but  it  was  within  the 
acknowledged  boandary  of  that  State.  Retain- 
ing posaesBion  until  the  boundary  is  settled  is  no 
aggression  on  the  part  of  Spain, 

Mr.  F.  said,  we  are  alarmed  with  dangers  in- 
aiead  of  being  conrinced  by  argumenL  If  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  is,  indeed,  not  much 
mistaken,  we  are  first  to  be  mined  by  war  with 
Britain,  and  sfterwards  overwhelmed  by  France, 
and  distressed  with  namerous  privations.  It  is 
trne,  if  Britain  or  any  other  nation  find  it  to  be 
their  interest  and  desicn  to  go  to  war  with  ns, 
r  be  at  a  loss  to  assign  a  caase.  We 
ir  feet  in  regulating  onr  own 
oifei 


they  will  n 

merce,  but  they  can,  in  a"  manifesto,  gire  it  the 
enloriog  of  a  catue  of  war.  Wiihoni  imputing 
to  Britain  a  lees  degree  of  justice  or  honor,  or 
ealenlating  on  her  possessing  a  higher  sense  of 
national  deprarily  than  any  other  nation,  we  must 
all  admit  that  she  is  a  pretty  good  judge  of  her 
own  interest,  and  sufficiently  disposed  to  pursue 
it.  If  that  is  admitted,  it  is  the  mo»t  evident  in- 
terest of  Britain  to  cesse  from  hM  agsressions, 
and  make  reasonable  restitution,  in  preference  to 
war  or  the  prirations  we  can  make  her  suffer 
without  going  to  war.  At  present,  and  for  a  eon- 
iiderable  time  past,  her  commerce  has  been  ex- 
cluded from  the  greatest  extent  of  the  most  fertile 
and  wealthy  part  of  Earope,  and  in  these  conn- 
tries  maaufacturee  are  so  much  encouraged  that 
the  British  goods  can  nerer  again  be  in  the  same 
demand  in  that  quarter.  Fur  some  of  her  most 
extensiTe  and  important  tnsnulactares  she  de- 
pends on  the  United  Stales  for  the  raw  materials, 
to  the  amount  of  near  (5,000,000,  besidea  a  large 
nmoant  of  oiher  articles  of  the  first  ueceasity. 
These  manufactures,  thegreatsouroeof  her  wealth 
and  power,  denend  for  their  support  upon  the  con- 
sumers as  well  as  on  the  raw  materietM.  No  other 
nattOD  in  the  world,  probably  ell  the  nations  of 
Burope,  do  not  coosame  so  much  of  her  manu- 
foetures  as  the  United  Stales  do ;  they  not  only 
•onsame  what  pays  fiw  Um  vast  amount  of  raw 


nuteuls  of  onr  own  produce  which  Britaia  re- 
ceives, but  also  to  the  amonnt  of  seTctxl  millions 
of  foreign  articles  which  ihey  purchase  from  oar 
merchants ;  but  tbey  create  a  balance  against  am 
to  a  greater  amount  than  the  whole  anuual  rcTe- 
nue  of  the  United  States,  the  discharge  of  wbick 
swallows  up  the  profits  acquired  by  our  exports  to 
all  other  CO oniries. 

When  or  by  whom  was  erer  non-importatioo 
deemed  a  war  measure?  Not  at  any  time  we 
know  of  by  Britain,  the  United  States,  or  probably 
any  other  nation.  The  British  Treaty  recognises 
it  as  a  measure  of  peace.  While  we  were  yet 
colonies  we  had  recourse  to  non-importation  by 
Tolantary  agreement,  in  order  to  indnce  Britain  to 
repeal  the  stamp  act,  after  other  methods  had  been 
exhausted.  It  was  not  considered  or  treated  as  a 
war  measure  b]r  either  party,  but  by  affecting  the 
maoufaciariDg  interest,  Ac,  in  Britain  it  promred 
the  repeal  of  the  sUmp  act  The  same  measure 
procured  the  repeal  in  part  of  the  reTenne  aMs: 
what  of  them  remained  unrepealed,  as  a  pledge  of 
the  soTereign  right  of  the  British  Parliament  to 
legislate  for  the  eeloaies.  produced  the  war  which 
established  our  iadependence. 

During  the  first  session  of  the  third  Cmgren, 
ittforraauon  of  the  British  orders  of  the  8th  of 
June,  1798,  and  the  agsresslons  in  pnnuance  of 
these  orders  comraitte<r  on  our  commerce,  were 
officially  communicated  to  Congress  by  the  Presi- 
denL  In  consequence  of  which,  Hr.  ManisOM 
submitted  certain  resolutions  that  are  now  in  the 
bands  of  the  members,  but  before  any  final  decis- 
ion on  them  had  taken  pUee,  information  was  re- 
ceiTed  of  the  orders  of  the  Och  of  Norember  17^ 


the  orders  of  June  or  November  were  otherwise 
known  but  by  their  esecntioD,  until  afor  great 
great  damage  had  been  sustained,  inconsequence 
of  infurmatiou  of  these  ruinous  depredations  an 
embargo  for  thirty  days  was  laid  aher  two  days 
consideration,  wilji  an  interTal  between,  with  shut 
doors.  The  embargo  was  soon  after  molded  for 
thirty  days  longer. 

The  embargo,  howerer,  was  not  intended  a*  a 
permanent  measure,  nor  expected  to  hare  any 
permanent  effect ;  it  could  not  have  a  gnat  effect 
except  on  the  British  West  Indies  which  depend- 
ed on  us  for  their  necessary  supplies.  The  em- 
bargo howerer  secured  what  was  yet  in  out  har- 
bois  aoitl  Congresa  might  hare  time  to  deliberate, 
and  Britain  did  not  treat  it  as  a  war  meaaare^ 

The  first  tesnlt  of  that  ddibention  was  a  reso- 
uesttatlnr  the  debt*  due  to  Britisk 
itizens  of  this  country,  which  was 
large  amount  After  this  iiad  been 
considered  for  a  consideraUe  time^  and  after  warft 
discussed,  it  was  dropped,  and  a  resolution  for  a 
non-inlereourse  with  the  British  dominions  snlh' 
mitted  to  the  House.  This  ^solution  was,  with 
fteqnent  intervals,  a  subject  of  deliberation  for 
some  weeks  before  the  Mouse  of  Representatiras^ 
sod  in  all  its  stages  was  supported  by  a  majoriiy. 
While  ihia  subject  was  b^ore  the  House,  and  be- 
fara  a  biil  was  ordwad  to  be  reported,  infotmaiioa 
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wu  received  that  Briuio,  on  tba  8th  of  JiDHary, 
bad  fRTorably  rerUed  the  orden  of  ifae  6ih  of 
NoTenber  preceding,  ead  that  our  commarce  was 
again  admitted  to  be  eondncled  on  such  a  footing 
as  we  have  since  acquietced  in  with  little  com- 

Slaint.  Bat  the  progress  of  the  ooD-intercouTie 
ill  was  not  therefore  stopped ;  the  British  Court 
had  issued  orders  on  one  principle  in  June,  and 
upon  another  principle  in  NoTember,  and  a  third 

iiriocipte  in  March.  Three  orders  esseniiallf  dif- 
ereni  from  each  other  in  seren  months,  aod 
might  arobabljr  hare  made  another  change  before 
this  information  arrived;  the  bill  therefore  passed 
the  House  by  a  greater  majority  than  it  is  believed 
any  other  commercial  measure  during  that  setaion. 
It  paased  also  ia  the  Senate  by  a  respectable  ma- 
jority, till  the  order  for  the  last  reading ;  when,  the 
votes  being  equal,  the  bill  was  refused  the  last  read- 
ing by  the  Vice  President's  vote.  The  President 
had  recently  nominated  Mr.  Jay,  Envoy  Eitra- 
ordijiary  to  the  C!ourt  of  London  ;  this  induced  a 
nanaber  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  to  believe 
that  it  was  not  necessary  to  pass  the  non-inter- 
cotirse  bill  into  a  law. 

Mr.  F.  laidj  he  had  sufficient  groind  to  believe 
that  the  President  delayed  the  nomination  of  an 
Envoy  for  a  considerable  time,  waiting  for  the  pro- 

g'ess  of  the  bill,  and  that  he  did  not  nominate  the 
nroy  with  an  inlention  to  defeat  the  last  vote  on 
the  bill,  bat  rather  to  correspond  with  it  Thus 
far  he  well  recollected  that  on  thedav  that  tbe  non- 
intercourse  resolution  was  SQbmitled  to  the  House, 
in  conversation  with  one  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments, on  the  subject  of  the  President  sending  an 
Envoy,  which  was  then  much  talked  of,  the  gen- 
tleman said  that  the  President  would  vend  an  En- 
voy as  soon  as  Congress  had  sirengibeDed  his 
hands  with  any  sufficient  expression  of  the  pub- 
lic will ;  that  Madison's  resolutions  appeared  snit- 
ftble  early  in  the  session  was  generally  admitted, 
but  they  were  dropped  perhaps  as  not  correspond- 
ing to  the  iocreaaea  agjrressions  since  November. 
The  resolntion  for  sequesiraiioo,  he  said,  he  did 
not  approve,  but  the  resolution  for  non-in  tercoune, 
tbeo  submitted  to  the  Hoase  by  Mr.  Clark  of 
New  Jersey,  he  thought  would  answer  the  pur- 
pose, and  that  if  it  passed  Congress,  the  President 
would  send  an  Envoy.  It  did  pass  the  Honse  of 
Represenla lives  by  a  large  majority,  and  the  sec- 
ond reading  in  the  Senate  before  the  Envoy  was 
nominated  by  the  Preaident.  These  circumstan- 
ces are  mentioned  to  demonstrate  that  at  no  period 
heretofore,  either  before  or  since  the  declaration  of 
independence,  was  refusing  to  import  or  consume 
the  produce  or  manufactures  of  any  country 
deemed  a  war  measure;  it  cannot  be  so  unless 
some  treaty  is  thereby  broken.  Tbe  British 
Treaty  secures  this  right  to  both  parties. 

Mr.  F.  said  it  was  true  that  not  only  on  the  oc- 
casions above  mentioned,  but  on  the  discus 
the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Madison,  ,_  ._. 
resolutions  for  an  embargo  and  tbe  opposition  to 
the  British  Treaty  being  ratified,  there  were  mem- 
bers and  others  who  deeUred  these  measures 
would  lead  to  war,  &c.  It  was  particularly  so 
when  tbe  qnettion  of  tb«  nubargo  was  first  dis- 


cussed. That  the  measure  will  lead  to  war  it  al- 
ways  the  ca&i  word  of  oppositiouj  and  is  well  cal- 
culated to  alarm  such  of  the  citizens  as  are  not 
well  informed  ;  bat  enacting  such  measures  ata 
agreeable  to  the  Treaty  with  Britain,  and  within 
the  unqnestionable  rights  of  sovereignty,  therefore 
cannot  of  themselves  cause  war.  The  resolntoa 
therefore  is  not  objectionable  on  this  greand, 
whatever  it  may  be  on  the  ground  of  expedient. 
But  if  the  British  Qovemment  should,  oisregara- 
ing  the  principles  of  justice,  embargo  onr  ships  in 
their  harbors,  capture  them  on  the  ocean,  where 
we  have  a  targe  araovot  of  property  afloat,  and 
even  if  they  should  be  mad  enongh  to  attack  our 
potts  and  harbors  with  their  fleet,  if  tbey  sbooM 
do  all  that  has  been  suggested  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tirgisia,  we  have  the  power  and  means  oT 
making  reprisals.  Mr.  F.  said,  that  that  Eentleman 
had  yesteidaj  charged  his  c<^leaeue  (i£.  SiiiLia) 
with  inconsistency,  he  having  formerly  opposed 
a  fleet  and  was  now  in  favor  of  one,  &o.  But  this 
was  not  (he  case;  neither  his  colleafue  nor  him- 
self were  in  favor  of  a  fleet,  nor  would  ever  vot« 
for  one  to  oppose  or  make  reprisals  on  Britain, 
while  less  expensive  and  mnch  more  certain  meana 
of  reprisal  were  in  onr  power.  The  vast  amount 
of  stock  that  the  British  subjects  owned  in  onr 
funds  and  banks,  and  of  debts  doe  from  onr  mer- 
chants to  her  merchants  and  manufacrarers,  and 
her  territories  of  Nova  Scotta  and  Canada,  in  ont 
neighborhood,  which,  ihiNigh  of  no  great  value  M 
us,  ate  of  incalculahle  value  to  her,  are  all  in  otir 
power,Bndar£a[l  lawful  ohjectsfor  reprisals,  which 
at  least  may  be  justified  by  excess  of  provocatiooi 
Even  supposing  Great  Britain  tost  to  all  sense  of 
justice  and  national  honor,  which  he  did  noiadmit 
in  its  whole  extent,  yet  we  will  all  admit  that  sheia 
sensible  of  and  pursues  her  own  interest;  and  tliat 
it  is  not  her  interest  lo  go  to  extremities  with  us  <a 
the  account  of  all  she  gains  by  the  aggressions  of 
which  we  complain,  must  be  admitted  by  all  com- 
petent judges. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  spoken  of  the 

'"   '  -■  aged  in  commerce,  in  an 

...nooy;  he  has  denounced 
commercial  punuils,  and  denied  protection  to  it 
beyond  gunshot  from  our  shores,  &c.  It  is  tiut 
he  yesterday  refused  protection  only  to  what  is 
usually,  though  incorrectly,  called  the  carrying 
trade.  Formerly,  by  the  carrying  trade  was  un- 
derstood to  be  carrying  the  property  of  other  aa- 
tioas  OB  freight.  In  this,  Holland,  who  has  little 
produce  of  ner  own  to  export,  was  generally 
greatly  engaged.  Her  merchants  were  formerly 
the  eerriers  for  all  the  maritime  nations  or  En-' 
rope.  Onr  own  shipping  merchants  also  wer» 
early  engofcd  in  this  trade;  even  before  1793,  they 
contended  for  the  right  of  doing  so;  but  that  is  now 
given  up :  if  any  do  now  engage  in  it  they  neithet 
claim  nor  receive  protection  from  our  Qovem- 
ment. The  name  of  carrying  trade  is  now  ap' 
t^ied  to  that  commerce  carried  on  by  purchasing 
goods  in  one  country,  bringing  them  to  our  coui^ 
try,  and,  if  they  are  not  in  demand  there,  resbip- 
ptue  Ibem  to  a  foreign  marki'  *  ~  ' 
of  them  to  those  who  do  so. 
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Ut.  F.  Mi4  ihat  Jm  «h  ailonisbcd  to  bear  thia 
OMnmeica  xaled  oa  inimical  to  agriculture,  m  iu 
n*Bl,  &c.  Whatever  may  be  said  of  tbe  raaou- 
(aeiurei  and  comnieree  of  Brilaia  bein^  riraU  to 
tkelanded  interest,  it  will  BoiapplyiatbiccoUQiry. 
We  hare  no  ntablishnd  maoulactarei  ia  the 
•oanirp,  iberelore  oor  own  maBulaciurea  are  Dot 
■be  (ourecs  of  comnierce,  aa  they  are  in  BrJlain- 

Hrsduee  of  agriculture,  vii :  wbat  oaa  be 
from  (be  farm,  or  whal  can  be  caught  la 
«n  hy  the  iinjustry  of  our  own  eiiiseos,  is 
ibc  sole  bans  of  ourcomineTce,  aod  ifagrieuliurc 
laiU,  oommerce  faih  with  it  What  is  called 
wiib  na  the  carrying  trade,  am^  tbe  direct  trade, 
eMiwt  eaiily  be  separated.  We  take  from  Briiain 
lO  the  amount  of  near  twelre  millions  of  dollars 
nore  ihaii  she  lakes  from  ui ;  bow  will  we  nay 
It  1  She  does  not  lake  out  flour,  meat,  or  iish, 
and  but  very  little  of  aoytbiDg  from  the  Uiddle 
•r  Kasteiti  States.  We  sell  our  donr.  meal,  &«^ 
•Metlr  in  ibe  French  aod  Spsniah  Weat  Indies, 
■od  bring  the  TetuTDaio  si^r,eoSe«,rum,  &e.,  to 
wu  oWB  porta ;  aad  what  is  not  coasumed  ia  our 

£rn  CDuacry  is  permitted  to  be  shipped  to  tbe 
uropean  porta,  where  they  can  fino  a  market 
neutral  charaeter,  and  the  ptoceedi 


transmitted  to  Britain  to  pav  the  balance  she  has 
wainat  us,  or  is  part  iu  such  gjoods  at  oaa  be  got 
Wbere  the  salea  are  made.  A  siwTcily  of  bread 
aometimaa  induces  Briiain  to  epeo  ber  ports  to 
Mir  gtaio  aod  ftour,  but  even  [hen  the  cargo  es- 
pnrted  will  come  far  short  of  paying  for  a  return 
eargo  of  her  floisbed  manulaetures ;  and  it  is  the 
^SM  with  the  bulky  raw  materials  of  tbe  Souih- 
«(n  States  of  which  Britain  takes  a  large  propor- 
doD}  the  balance  baa  to  be  paid  in  ibe  cirouiioa* 
.IMnnCT  meotioaed  abora.  Our  j^visions,  Ac., 
•eU  ie  the  Vest  ludiea,  will  not  parcbau  letura 
wrgoes  of  eofiee,  sugar,  rueo,  dto.,  aad  but  little 
IBOMT  can  be  got(  thefelurn  eargoea  therefore, 


triea,  and  for  tbia  permiiaioDa  duty  is  paid.  Thus, 
wbat  ia  called  the  earrvin^  trade  is  to  eombined 
with  the  direct  trade,  tnat  it  cannol  be  separated 
without  injury  to  tbe  farmer  ta  well  u  tbe  mer- 
dianL 

farhapa  to  those  who  onderaiand  tbe  aobjeet, 
vagonen  constantly  employed  in  banting  mer- 
AiMndise  from  Pbiladctphin  aad  Baliimofe  on  tbe 
great  Western  road  to  Pilttburg,  may  in  name 
■leasure  illustrate  the  carrying  trade  as  coonecied 

Eith  the  exports  of  out  produee  to  a  foreign  mar- 
it.  About  300  of  five  and  six  hone  teams  are 
A>natButly,  at  all.  aeasona,  emploved  in  hauliog 
goods  from  these  two  ports,  beeiaea  many  other 
teams  Decaaionally ;  ibey  pass  through  the  ditid- 
iltg  ground  between  the  Atlantic  and  Western 
waters,  as  they  would  otberwise  reiDrn  empty, 
liken  ship  in  oallasl;  they  take  in  Sour  oa  the 
HVf,  generally  at  half  the  price  for  canisge  at 
which  the  flour  wilt  sell  at  the  ports )  but  inhey 
Were  not  to  be  oerlain  of  back  loading  in  return- 
ing, they  would  not  tske  tbe  gift  of  the  flour  on 
•Ooditioa  of  haDliug  it ;  but  if  they  were  to  baal 
flo  more  gooda  than  what  the  floui  would  par* 


chase,  or  than  wbat  ia  consumed  in  the  eoaolry, 
one  Uarcel  out  of  twenty  oould  not  be  hauled. 
Tbe  goods  are  taken  to  Fiit^barg,  MoaongafaeJ^ 
Wheeling,  &«.,  and  boated  to  the  wcneru  parts 
of  Virginia,  Kenincky,  Ohio  Statp,  and  cTca  to 
TwoeaMe.  If  tbe  carrying  trade  froca  the  good* 
brought  in  Ike  waiions  was  not  permitted^  the  pro- 
duce wonld  not  find  a  market,  and  tbe  imported 
foods  would  eome  much  dearer  to  tbe  coesnmei. 
'rotMbly  Pennsylvania,  in  which  iheie  are  a 
greater  proportion  of  citizens  wbo  reside  at  a  dia- 
laoce  from  a  seaport  than  in  any  other  State,  bare 
felt  earLer  and  mt)re  severely  the  effects  of  Brit- 
isb  aggression  thaa  the  eitjiens  of  any  other  At- 
lantic State.  The  flour  sella  ao  low  since  ibe* 
aggressions  commenced  that  the  wageaera  reinn 
anioaded,  aad  prefer  banJiag  Ae  lecd  lor  thtir 
boraes  to  hauling  flour. 

Mr.  P.  said  tbe  protMtion  aeeurad  by  (he  Cos- 
stiiuiioa  to  oonmerce  was  well  stated  tad  ea- 
foroed  by  bia  eoUeaf[ue,  fMr.  8aii,it,)aBd  need 
001  be  repeated.  It  is  well  known  that  tbe  Bast 
era  and  moat  of  the  Middle  States  were  tamed 
in  commerce,  both  direct  and  circojtoa^  tlmoat 
from  the  commenoemeot  uf  their  coloomiieD; 
that  restraints  tn  the  commerce  by  the  British 
QoTemmeot  was  one  jwiactpal  eattse  of  declatiq 
Independence.  The  power  (o  resnlate  aod  pro- 
tect Dommeroe  was  endeavored  to  be  nstrd  in  tbe 
old  Congreas,  and  the  necesaiiy  of  obtaieing  (bat 
power  was  the  moving  cause  of  changiBg  that 
form  of  Govern  meat.  Therefore,  biscoUeagut 
waa  right  in  ataiing  that  the ,  eoumeree  irf  the 
Eaaiera  aud  Middle  Slates  ha*  an  eqaal  claim  la 
proteetion  as  ibe  agriculture  of  ih«  Soatheni 
ijwtea.  If  wa  denouoce  tbe  efaaracier  of  ot» 
class  of  citizens,  such  as  the  merchants  ai  a  body 
have  been  denounced  on  ibis  ioor,  we  laay  go  oa 
and  denounce  another  and  another  class  until  om 
Slate  denounees  another,  and  so  pat  an  end  to 
the  Union,  and  destroy  all  conSdence  between 
citizens  of  differaoi  professioas  as  well  as  between 
diS'ereDC  Statee.  Congrest  is  fully  vested  with 
tbe  power  of  regulating  com  meree  with  foreigt 
aalion^  and  consequeDtly  with  tbe  power  of  pre- 
teciing  and  of  restruning  it,  Googrets  caa  btait 
Iheesieni  to  which  what  ia  called  eiiber  thedt- 
reel  or  carrying  trade  ought  to  be  perwilted,  bat 
aa  far  as  anv  trade  is  auihorized  to  be  earned  on, 
it  is  eatiiJea  to  protection. 

Mr.  F.  said,  that  though  he  absolotdy  denied 
that  the  resolution  was  a  measure  that  in  juslie^ 
or  on  the  acknowledged  principlee  of  tbe  law  of 
natiooB,  led  to  war  more  Ibao  any  oiher  resoluiron 
submitted  to  ibe  Committee  did,  yet  he  acknow 
[edged  that  it  would  occasion  more  priiaiiant 
than  seme  of  them.  It  would  lessen  the  suppliei 
of  some  kinds  of  sueh  maoufaciurea  as  We  wen 
Bccuaiomed  to  consume.  It  would,  ia  somenteas- 
nre,ctiaD2etbeaceustomed  channels  of  o«mmerce> 
It  would  for  some  time,  no  doubt,  lesaes  in  scaM 
degree  the  amouol  of  our  revenue,  but  by  at 
means  to  tbe  lernfic  amounl  suggested  fay  sobm 
gentlemen  who  have  spoken  in  opposition  loibd 
Our  merchaols.  poesesaed  as  f  hey  art 
■t  Dumber  of  ahipa  and  a  campilwl 


of  a  auCeieat  b 


Digitized  byGOOglC 


021 


mStOBT  Of  COKORSfiS. 


«2a 


Marcb,  18D6. 


NM  Iinp&rtatim  cf  OwxUfroHi  Great  Britaik. 


H.o»It. 


amount  of  capilil  vill,  in  the  punnit  of  their 
DITD  interesi,  find  ft  sufficieDI  soppljr  or  mRnufie- 
turea  from  other  countries,  and  ibercbf  encou- 
rage a  compettiioD  witb  the  maDofaCiurcrs  of 
Britain  ;  and  even  if  for  b  time  ih«y  fail  in  doiofr 
this,  tber  willprocore  British  goods  from  othet 
countries,  to  which  they  will  be  traosmiited  at  a 
cdnsiderable  loss  to  the  owners,  ro  that  our  neces- 
sary wanlsvill  be  supplied  and  our  revenue  suffer 
very  little  defalcation,  and  onr  own  mBDufacliires 
be  CDCooraged.  This  is,  however,  supposing  the 
irorAt  that  may  happen — it  is  supposing  ibat  Brit- 
ain will  hsTe  30  moch  lost  all  respect  to  her  oWn 
interesi  as  to  perserere  in  her  aggressions  con- 
trarjr  to  her  interest;  this  she  has  rarely  hereto- 
fore  done,  and  her  reliefls  fully  in  her  own  power. 
Let  her  only  act  as  before  last  Aagast. 

Mr.  F.  said  that,  after  all,  the  question  is  not  so 
much  whether  we  shall  adopt  the  resolution  now 
before  the  House,  ai  whether  we  sbatl  agree  to 
any  measure  of  any  kind  to  strengthen  the  bands 
of  the  Executive  in  negotiating  vfilfa  Britain. 
That  we  shoald  do  so  Jie  considered  bS absolutely 
necessary ;  but  the  choice  of  measures  would  be 
governed  by  the  view  Of  (heir  expediency,  all 
tbings  considered.  What  will  be  the  coDsequi>nce 
of  negletsting  to  do  anything?  To  answer  this 
qtiFslttiii,  let  as  eiiBmiue  how  the  case  stands. 

We  are  oSeially  informed  that  the  President 
has  made  every  effort  In  his  power  to  neffotiaie. 
Failing  in  the  object  of  these  efforts,  be  has  offi- 
cially laid  the  case  before  Congress,  which  is  et- 
clnaively  rested  with  competent  powers  to  pre- 
scribe rules  in  snch  an  emergency,  They  only 
hafC  the  Constitutional  ptrwer  of  decliring  War, 
if  that  is  expedient;  but  n  the  intention  of  de- 
claring War  is  equally  repngnatii  to  the  Wishes  of 
tbote  who  support  the  resolution  kr  it  is  to  those 
Who  oppose  it,  and  aa  (he  British  Treaty  secui^s 
to  both  nations  the  right  of  prohibiting  importa. 
tioa,  it  is  evident  that  however  the  aggression) 
complfllneil  of  might  justify  war,  it  is  (he  wish  of 
all  the  members  to  nse  every  other  practicable 
method  to  procure  redress  rather  than  re.iort  to 
war;  bat  if  no  measures  are  adopted  to  indoee 
Qmt  Britain  to  enter  into  a  reasonable  nesotia- 
tion,  it  had  been  much  better  that  the  President's 
Uenoge  and  the  documents  accompanying  it 
had  tiever  be«D  referred  to  (hts  committee,  and 

that  the  resolutian  before  us,  or  Imy  othe '  - 

tlon  with  a  view  to  the  same  object,  hi. 

been  discussed ;  bec&nse,  the  subject  being  once 
ducussed,  and  no  measures  agteed  to  calculated 
to  procure  red  ress,  Britain  will  be  jnstiSed  in  te- 
IteriDg  that  Congress  approve  of  What  the  Presi- 
dent considered  as  aggressions,  especially  at  some 
of  the  arguments  on  this  floor  were  not  only  an 
apology  but  a  vindication  of  the  adjudications  of 
the  Bniish  courts,  if  not  of  the- impressments. 

After  making  some  apology  for  detaining  the 
Hoose  so  long,  Mr.  F.  requested  permission  to  make 
a  few  observations  on  a  subject  which,  though  it 
bad  DO  relation  to  the  question  before  the  House, 
fei  it  had  more  than  once  been  iptrodoced  by  the 
teotlemao  from  Virginia,  without  being  called  to 
otdec.    Brery  member  koowa  that  aome  aabjetfta 


had  been  disoussed  with  closed  doors  early  in  th* 
session,  and  that  the  confidential  obligaiioa  Waa 
not  yet  retnoveU.  The  gemleman  who  introduced 
the  subject,  (in  language  not  very  decorous.)  knew 
that  it  bad  no  connexion  with  the  question  befbra 
the  House.  He  would  not  pretend  to  arraign  lt» 
gentleman's  motives,  but  the  evident  tendeney  wm 
to  excite  an  unnecessary  alarm  in  the  miada  of 
the  citizens.  Be  his  inientton  what  it  would,  it 
it  Would  not  very  extensively  have  that  effect.  All 
well-informed  citizeas  knsw  that  the  House  had  a 
Constitution  si  auibotity  to  dOK  iba  doara,  wbei 
the  subject  in  their  opinion  teqnired  secrecy ;  aal 
every  member  experienced  in  public  badias  kacHi, 
tbat  even  an  allusien  to  what  ww  diMoated  wi^ 
closed  doon  was  aever  (»erlAltte<l,  boWevn  innt»- 
eenily  or  iiiadvertently  it  was  done,  without  aa 
immediate  call  to  Mder ;  and  for  a  very  good  rea- 
son, becanse  it  eoold  not  b«  replied  to.  Hr^  P. 
■aid  he  bad  been  many  years  a  member  of  pablia 
bodies,  nod  often  eat  With  closed  doors,  but  narar 
beTore  this  occasion  obeerred  such  allusions  made 
to  it  in  public  debate  without  a  cheek.  It  i«  wel 
known  that  the  mambars  never,for  theirownMkoi, 
wish  to  sit  With  closed  doors.  They  know  that 
when  they  do  so,  aome  important  restraints  ■• 
hvoT  of  decency  and  order  are  wanting. 

The  gentleman  ftom  Virginia  and  oihar  ummk 
bers  who  sat  in  the  seventh  Coogress  know  tkM 
a  sobjetit  was  discussed  and  decided  with  elow4 
doors!  in  condnotlnir  which  that  f  emleuHO  *at  a 
principal  a«ent.  The  iajnnciioB  of  tntny  wit 
not  tatea  off  till  afief  the  rafletiag  of  the  finst  •«•> 
sion  of  the  next  Codgren,  net  eveoyet  la  it  wholly 
removed.  The  RBiIfcroan  f^mt  Tirginia  knowa 
this,  and  kftowt  tbat  it  has  never  bees  eom^iaed 
of,  nor  in  this  manner  introdiMed  oa  the  floor.  It 
is  well  known  tbat  (with  very  few  exeeptioM^ 
such  aa  laying  an  embargo,  dkc,^  the  doors  mtt 
never  closed  except  on  foreign  aniis,  commno^ 
cated  in  confidence  by  the  Freatdimt;  that  evea 
these  are  not  kept  secret  on  aeeoanl  of  our  owil 
ciliieos,but  on  account  of  our  foreign  relalioM-*- 
not  only  on  aceouM  of  the  norion  that  may  happti 
to  be  the  subject  of  tlie  eofarannicalloa,  bat  on  ad^ 
count  of  other  Mttlons  who  might  iotarfore  to  on* 
Injury—and  sometimes  on  acoount  «f  the  agmt 
there,(Vomwhom  important  informaiion  may  bar* 
been  received.  This,  thegentlemaa  from  Virginia 
knows  well.  It  Is  vain,  by  an^  sooh  arts,  to  pea* 
suade  the  ciliiens  that  the  majority  of  their  fCp* 


nects  have  a  much  better  sectrrity  than  open  doon^ 
or  eteO  oaths.  They  have  a  cotamon  intercol 
with  their  representatives,  and  their  repreaenia* 
lives  with  them.  They  could  not  betray  the  inter* 
est!  of  their  constituents  without  bctrayinf  thaw 
own.  Mr.  F.  said  he  «bs  a  IWrmer ;  his  sons  and 
his  sons-in-law  were  farmer*;  and  his  gvaadnhik 
dren  most  probably  would  ba  farmer*)  and  hs 
constitaenii  were  as  generally  so  as  in  any  aibcr 
district  in  the  Union }  aftd  when  he  looked  around 
him,  be  believed  (he  majority  of  the  memben  de- 
penned  on  agriculture  alsoi  The  citizens  kaew 
this,  and  therefore  bwvr  that  tin  memben  eootd 
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not  JDJure  ibeir  interest  without  iojuriag  tbe  iotei:- 
«t  of  themaelTet  aad  their  ptwterity. 

Mr.  Eabli.— Mr.  Chairman,  it  ia  m;  ioieti- 
tioD,  la  submitting  to  the  Committee  those  obset^ 
TatioDi  which  lam  about  to  make,  to  confine  mj- 
■elf  eniicelf  to  the  merits  of  the  qneatioa  under 
coDsideiaiian. 

Upon  this,  at  upon  anothei  recent  occasion,  our 
attention  baa  been  Bumoionad  at  the  outset  of  tbe 
discussion  to  wbat  gentlemen  choose  to  call  the 
■pirit  of  the  nation.  We  are  told,  that  this  spirit 
bad  been  awakened  b;  the  eveats  which  led  to 
the  introduction  of  tbeieeolution  upon  the  table, 
sod  had  called  upon  us  in  a  loud  voice,  to  adopt 
•nereetic  meastirea  for  the  vindication  of  our  na^ 
tional  honor,  ind  for  the  protection  of  our  national 
liffhts.  The  facts,  air,  are  incoirectif  represented. 
The  people  of  ibis  natbn,  iodenti&ed  with  the 
Oovernmeni  of  the  nation,  will  at  all  times  stand 
Kady  to  support  that  Qovernment  with  the  ener- 
gies of  the  nation,  when  a  proper  occasion  shall 
present  itself.  Governed  by  peirsons  of  their  own 
imioediate  choice  they  will  confidently  repose 
in  such  persons  the  delennination  of  that  onea- 
tioo.  Does  it  follow,  that  because  they  Iiave 
idedged  to  us  the  support  of  the  national  energiea. 
If  in  our  judgment  the*  are  become  necessary, 
that  therefore  we  are  called  upon  to  take  a  course 
which  may  render  them  neoessatyl  It  is  true 
thattheapprabensionsof  the  public  have  been  ex- 
cited, lest  a  period  had  arrived  in  which  it  would 
be  necessary  to  put  to  risk  the  national  peace.  Yes, 
air,  it  is  too  true  that  alarm  has  been  spread  through 
every  quarter  of  the  Union.  But  by  what  means, 
and  from  what  sources  1  It  has  been  by  the  in- 
correct views  of  the  uatare  and  state  of  the  in- 
terestsat  stake,  with  which  our  public  prints  have 
teemed.  It  has  been  by  magnifying  representa- 
tions of  the  ioiuries  really  sustained  on  the  one 
part,  and  on  tbe  other,  by  imposing  calculations 
■*  to  the  sacrifices  demanded  to  effect  redress. 
These  incorrect  views  of  the  subject  are  believed 
to  have  been  the  o&pring  of  mercantile  influence. 
It  it  from  this  source,  by  these  means,  and  through 
these  channels,  that  (he  public  apprehension  has 
been  roused  upon  this  occasion.  But  it  it  our 
duty  to  unmask  the  influence  which  hat  produced 
the  evil,  and  to  let  the  nation  know  tbe  true  state 
of  the  quesiioD  now  to  be  decided.  To  let  thetn 
UQdentand  what  the  injuries  are  which  we  are 
called  upon  to  redress,  and  the  nature  and  extent 
of  tbe  interests  which  we  are  called  upon  to  sacri- 
fice in  effecting  it. 

We  have  been  asked  to  leave  out  of  view  in  the 
diseassioD,  certain  distinetions  which  exist  in  the 
•ouotry.  These  distinctioos  are  of  two  kinds. 
First,  of  clasBM,agricDllural  and  commercial,  and 
ateondly,  distinctions  arising  from  geographical 
position.  As  to  the  first :  we  are  told  that  the 
agricnlture  and  commerce  of  a  nation,  are  neces- 
Nrily  dependeiit  upon  each  other,  and  therefore 
the  prosperity  of  both  should  be  equally  the  object 
of  care  to  the  Goveminent. 

Whilst  I  am  willing  to  acknowledge  the  cor- 
notnesB  of  this  reasoning  in  its  nitlest  extent,  as 
qijdied  to  the  natural  and  usual  trade  of  a  coua- , 


try,  to  the  foreign  and  domestic  trade  of  caostimp- 
tion ;  I  am  very  far  from  being  prepsred  to  adoiit 
it  as  applied  to  the  carrying  trade.  It  is  beliered 
that  however  confidently  mercantile  men  pro- 
nounce upon  this  subject,  however  well  they  may 
succeed  in  convincing  each  other,  by  a  train  of 
reasoning  which  takes  the  circuit  of  tbe  world  be- 
fore it  draws  to  a  conclusion,  vet  upon  minds  on- 
interested  in  the  issue  they  fail  to  produce  convie- 
lion.  For  myself  1  very  mnch  doubt  whether  the 
diversion  of  our  navigation  and  capital  into  aa 
unnatural  and  factitious  channel,  docs  ooL  by 
diminishing  the  competition  in  our  own  market^ 
injure  the  sale  and  reduce  the  price  of  the  produce 
of  the  country.  This  idea,  sir,  is  advanced  with 
diffidenee,as  indeed  are  those  which  1  may  at  any 
lime  advance  upon  the  probable  operation  of  com- 
mercial arrangements.  But,  Mr.  Chainruin,  do 
not  gentlemen  ask  too  much  when  thev  require  of 
us  to  jeopardize  the  whole  agricultural  interest  of 
the  nation  for  tbe  sake  of  that  which  in  our  opin- 
ion produces  no  benefit  to  that  interest  1  is  it  not 
expecting  too  much  of  us  to  suppose  that  we  will 
consent  to  surrender  the  certainty  of  good  mark- 
ets and  high  prices  for  our  produce,  and  brave  the 
danger  ofa  total  stagnation,  for  the  purpose  of 
emirarkiog  in  a  haEardous  contest  with  Qreat  Bri- 
tain for  the  carrying  trade?  Sir,  it  is  too  much; 
gentlemen  ought  not.  cannot  expect  it.  They 
who  are  so  eagle-eyed,  so  sensibly  alive  to  what- 
ever concerns  themselves,  must  expect  that  we 
will  not  shut  out  eyes  upon  matters  so  important 
to  ourselves,  and  to  those  whose  trusts  are  con- 
fided to  onr  fidelity. 

We  are  also  asked  to  leave  out  of  view  geogra- 
phical distinctions.  In  this  Mr.  Chairman,  gen- 
tlemen expect  impossibilities;  they  require  us  to 
surrender  the  principles  of  self-preservation;  to 
strip  ourselves  of  the  leading  stinmlas  to  human 
aoiioa.  To  this  requisition  we  can  less  accede 
than  to  the  former.  Look  to  tbe  document  from 
the  Treasury  which  lies  before  us.  It  will  there 
be  found  that  the  whole  amount  of  domestic  pro- 
duce exported  to  Great  Britain  and  her  depen- 
dencies for  the  year  1802,  was  $18,727,000;  that 
of  this  amounL  tne  articles  of  cotton,  tobacco,  ric^ 
tar,  pitch,  and  rotin,  which  are  exclaiively  the 
product  of  the  Bouthern  section  ofthe  Union,  gave 
the  sum  of  $8,450,000.  For  the  year  1803,  the 
whole  amountexported  to  the  same  places  wa3  $22,- 
700,000;  of  which  811,000,000, arose  fiom  the  ar- 
ticles above  enumerated.  For  the  year  1804,  the 
respective  amounts  'Were  $19,000,000,  and  S^,- 
400,000.  Tbe  averaee  of  [he  whole  amount  for 
the  three  years  was  120,200,000;  the  average  of 
the  amount  upon  the  eoumerated  articles  for  tbe 
same  time  was  $9,900,000,  of  which  last  amount, 
the  sum  of  $8,800,000  arose  from  the  nt tides  of 
cotton  and  tobacco  alone. 

Thus,  sir,  stands  tbe  relative  amount  of  the  ex- 
ports to  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies  of 
the  products  of  the  southern  section  of  the  TJoi- 
ted  Slates  and  those  of  the  whole  Union  ;  and 
in  this  relative  proportion  of  course  must  their 
different  interests  be  affected  by  the  adoption  d 
tbe  resolution. 
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Mr.  ChairBMD,  there  is  aooiher  riew  of  tha 
operation  ot  the  resolatioo,  wbich  we  cannot 
aToid  to  press  upon  the  attention  of  the  Commil- 
t«e.  From  the  satoe  docameol  it  appear?  that 
the  avernfie  amoaat  of  the  tobacco  for  the  three 
yean,  1B02,  1803,  and  1804,  exported  from  the 
Uoited  States,was  $6,140,000;  that  of  thisamount, 
the  proportion  of  $3  220,000  was  exported  lo  Great 
Britain.  That  of  the  article  of  cotton,  the  aver-  , 
age  amonnt  exported  for  the  same  three  years 
was  86.OTU,O00,  of  which  $5,630,000,  was  export- 
ed to  dreat  Briiain. 

Do  not  gentlemen  expect  too  much  when  they 
ask  OS  to  shot  our  eyes  upon  these  facts  T  Do 
they  not  require  of  us  to  atwndon  the  best  inter- 
ests of  those  we  represent?  Aod  should  we  not 
most  ■himefully  betray  tbe  sacred  trust  reposed 
in  us, hy  acquiescence  on  our  part?  The  geotle- 
nan  from  FennsyWaoia  (Mr.  Oreoo)  who  moved 
the  resolutioa,  ought  least  of  alt  to  expect  this 
surrender  at  our  bands,  when  it  is  recollected  how 
little  SBcriSce  will  be  imposed  upon  the  aericul- 
taral  interest  of  his  own  State,  by  tbe  a^ption 
of  the  proposed  measure.  The  articles  of  wheat 
and  flour  are  not  subjects  of  export  to  Orebt  Brit- 
aio,  unless  in  times  of  famine  or  extreme  scarcity. 

But  the  resolution,  we  are  told,  only  prohibits 
importation  from  Great  Britain,  lenriog  the  expor- 
tations  from  this  country  to  that  as  they  now  stand. 
Terf  true,  sir ;  this  is  the  opeiation  of  the  reso- 
lution itself,  and  if  it  were  lo  produce  no  reaction, 
all  might  end  well.  But  will  Great  Britain  not 
retaliate?  Is  she  that  snbmiasiTe  animal,  wbich 
would  crouch  to  anf  hand  that  might  inflict  a 
hlow?  No,  this  is  not  urged;  but  it  seems  her 
manufacturers  are  so  dependent  upon  us  as  con- 
■umers,  and  the  manufacturing  interest  in  that 
country  so  nnmerous  and  so  powerful,  that  the 
British  Ministry  could  not  persist  in  any  system 
of  retaliation.  The  case  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution has  been  cited,  and  extracts  from  an  author 
of  credit  read  to  show  tbe  early  resistance  made 
bf  ibe  manufacturers  of  that  country  against  a 
prosecution  of  the  war.  This  citation,  as  well 
as  the  whole  history  of  the  war,  are  unfortunate 
arguments  for  tbose  who  use  them.  What,  sir, 
was  the  fact  t  Did  the  maoufacturers  prevail  io 
their  opposition  7  They  did  not.  The  vrar  eon- 
tiuued  seven  years  in  spite  of  them.  Yes,  sir, 
notwithstanding  their  most  spirited  resistance,  an 
unpopular  war,  conducted  by  a  weak  Adminis- 
tration against  a  spirited  and  powerful  opposition 
in  Parliament,  lasted  seven  years.  Ana  what  at 
last  brought  it  lo  a  close  7  The  resistance  of  tbe 
manufacturing  interest?    No,  sir,  tbe  peace  was 

Erodoced  by  an  accumulation  of  more  than  one 
undred  millions  to  her  public  debt ;  by  tbe  loss 
of  armies;  by  the  universal  conviction  of  the  im- 
praciicabiti'tY  of  accomplishing  their  purpose. 
Ureal  Britain,  air,  bas  never  shown  herself  of  a 
temper  to  yield  to  the  pressure  of  circumstances. 
Suchatemper  is  the  least  characteristic  feature  in 
the  conduct  of  her  present  Minister.  Upon  what 
nound  then  do  gentlemen  found  their  hopes  7 
Will  a  contest  with  this  country  be  unpopular  in 
Kngland?    It  will  not.    The  principle  for  which 


lontends  is  a  necessary  agent  in  tbe  prosecu- 
tion of  the  continental  war.  She  is  now  figbling 
for  ber  existence  as  a  nation.  The  only  vulner- 
able part  of  her  enemy  is  tbe  commerce  of  neutrala 
between  that  enemy  and  his  possessions.  Her 
opposition  to  tbls  commerce  is  founded  deep  ia 
the  struggle  she  is  now  makins  for  her  own  pre- 
servation. War  with  us  would  be  to  her  a  minor 
evil  to  the  sarrender  of  the  ground  she  bas  taken. 
Look  at  the  late  celebrated  treatise  so  oilen  cited 
in  ibis  debate.  You  see  there  this  idea  in  every 
page.  With  this  impression  firmly  riveted  upon 
the  minds  of  Ihe  people  of  tbe  British  nation,  you 
have  noihlog  to  hope  from  the  popolaritv  of  your 
cause.  Have  you  any  ground  of  hope  from  tbe 
expense  of  a  war  to  her  T  It  would  not  cost  her 
It  single  cent.  No  man  believes  she  would  think 
of  landing  an  army  upon  these  shores.  The  war 
would  be  OD  commerce.  Tbe  high  seas  would  be 
the  theatre  of  hostilities.  Look  at  her  present 
naval  establishment  What  is  there  now  to  give 
employment  to  it  7    Nothing.    The  fleets  or  hei 

nies  are  gone — they  are  annihilated.  Your 
commerce  in  every  sea  would  enrich  bet  sailors 
and  naval  officers.  Your  revenue  would  be  cut 
up  by  tbe  roots,  your  credit  would  sink,  and  yotu 
public  debt  increase  beyond  calculaiiou.    UpoQ 

Sentlemen's  own  premises,  then,  I  perceive  no 
ope  thai  we  would  reduce  Great  Biitain  to  terms 
by  Ihe  adoption  of  the  resolution.  But,  sir,  Iheit 
premises  are  not  well  founded.  The  manufac- 
tures of  that  country  would  ^d  tbeir  way  into 
this  in.spite  of  your  resolutioa.  Tbe  gentleman 
from  VirgLnia  pointed  out  to  you  yesterday  Ihe 
neutral  channels  ihrongh  wbich  ihey  would  be 
imported.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  through  neutral  cban- 
neb  alone,  that  we  should  receive  them.  Are  no 
conclusions  to  he  drawn  applicable  lo  this  ques- 
lion,  from  the  remarkable  circumstance  that  the 
French  soldiery  are  even  at  tbe  present  day  clad 
with  British  woollens?  Are  no  conclusions  to 
be  drawn  from  the  act  of  the  British  Parliament 
passed  last  summer,  establishing  certain  free  porta 
in  the  West  Indies,  and  especially  licensing  a 
trade  between  them  and  the  potts  of  her  enemjr  ? 
These  things  show  the  disposition  of  the  British 
nation  in  relation  to  any  trade  necessary  to  give 
vent  to  ihe  surplus  manufaclureorproduct  of  her- 
self and  her  dependencies.  Will  it  be  said  that 
any  attempts  at  a  similar  conduct  in  relation  to 
us,  might  De  counteracted  by  ourselves  7  Those 
who  are  iu  the  habit  of  trade,  and  those  who  un- 
derstand the  evasions  which  ate  babitual  to  the 
unprincipled  part  of  the  mercantile  world,  lell 
as  no. 

The  measure  contemplated  would  therefore  be 
weak  and  inefficient  as  it  would  respect  Qreal 
Britain,  and  as  to  ourselves,  oppressive  and  ruin- 
ous in  tbe  increase  of  pries  we  should  pay  for  her 
manufactures. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  impressment  of  Amer- 
ican seamen  by  British  cruisers,  is  held  out  as  one 
of  the  objects  of  redress  in  the  contemplated  mea- 
sure. This,  sir,  is  a  grievance  which  no  man  will 
attempt  to  oeny  or  palliate.  It  is  an  evil  calling 
(0  imperiously  for  redress,  that  almost  any  sacnr 
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ftce  ought  ID  be  made,  proTided  it  would  answer 
the  pnrpO!ie.  But  do  gedllenieii,  caa  they  seri- 
oualf  believe  that  thu  resoluiion  will  produce  Ibe 
desired  effect  7  Cbd  it  be  for  a  momeDt  tupposed. 
thatatneaiiureatbestweakBitdiacfficieni — araeai' 
ore  which  in  its  operation  muslpreu  wiih  fourfold 
weight  u]ioQ  oorselfes  will  produce  aBf  lerjons 
direriioD  id  oar  favor,  b^  iocreasiDg  ihe  number 
of  objects,  of  which  yaa  intetid  to  compel  thesur- 
tender  on  the  part  of  your  adrersarf  7  tdf  fett 
1«  that  ft  would  oalf  make  bad  war«e,aiid  that  io- 
>tmd  of  1,500  aeamea  impreaaed  oa  board  British 
ihrpi  of  war,  we  should  hate  u  maajr  ihousaod 
made  capii Tea,  and  compelled  to  Bght  against  their 

OttD  CDUDIrV. 

The  resolution  under  eonsideratfoii  propose* 
an  insoraoce  upon  terms  vastly  disadrant«Keoua. 
The  premium  and  Iheriskareouiof  all  proportion. 
What,  sir,  U  tbe  preminiu  1  The  sun  of  $800,- 
ODO,  like  araoDDt  of  revenue  ettimaled  to  accrue 
from  tbe  carrying  trade.  What  is  the  risk  7  The 
almost  certain  sacrifice  of  the  agricultural  iaterecl 
of  the  nation — the  atmust  eertaio  event  of  a  war, 
«nd  the  coniequent  risk  of  the  destruction  of  tbe 
ConstiiuiioD  and  liberties  of  this  naitoD.  Forone 
I  caonot  anderwrite  such  a  policy.  I  wilt  not 
jlodge  my  cooBiitnents  t9  insure  upon  such  terms. 

But  we  are  asked,  mast  the  carrying  trade  be 
nnendered  7  In  return  we  ask,  must  tbe  aeri- 
cnllural  Interest  of  the  coQDiry  be  aacriSced  lo 
preserve  it  1  Musi  we  plunge  into  a  war  to  pre- 
terre  it7  Most  w^  pat  to  mk  the  Constitution 
ud  liberties  of  the  nation  to  preserve  it  7 ' 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  nation  is  at  peace.  We  are 
happy  in  >be  enjoyment  of  oar  rights  at  home. 
We  are  prosperous  beyond  the  example  of  any 
«het  people  in  tbe  world.  We  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  our  own  industry,  abundantly  supplied  with  all 
the  comforts  of  lile,  and  Increasing  rapidly  ia 
wealth  by  good  markets  for  our  produce.  The 
BierchaDU  receive  a  profit  upon  their  trade,  coex- 
tensive with  tbe  higDeit  wishes  of  raliona]  men, 


and  when  confined  to  fair  D' 


il  commerce,  pnr- 


!  their  occupations  with  security.    Is  ihis  a 
((ate  of  things  which  should  be  put  to  the  risk  of 


ehance  for  such  a  booa  as  the  carrying  trade  7    la 
this  a  state  of  things  which  should  be  jeo; 
for  the  profitofaiawtAerchauts  fnafew 


«  jeopardized 


tUe  towns  7 

It  Is  kuoffn  to  this  House  that  a  negoiiatioti  is 
depending  with  the  Court  of  St.  James  upon  the 
ttibiect- matter  of  complaint.  It  is  also  known  that 
ai  the  dale  of  out  last  deapaicbes,  hope*  were  en- 
tertained by  our  Minister  there,  that  the  discussions 
would  a»unie  a  feature  more  favorable  than  they 
had  heretofore  exhibited.  Wfailil  this  negotiation 
b  depending,  and  the  issue  in  total  uncertainty, 
does  it  compart  with  even  cummon  prudence  to 
be  taking  measures,  which  would  infallibly  blow 
iti>p7 

Again,  sir,  I  beseech  gentlemen  to  turn  iheir 
eyes  to  the  continent.  Let  them  consider  tbe 
tto^nitnde  of  the  events  there  passing,  in  such 
(aptd  succession,  as  not  to  suffer  the  mind  to  pause 
and  reflect  upon  their  even  probsble  bearing. 
Those  cvenu  most  lead  to  a  suie  of  tbioga,  wbiea , 


it  is  not  within  human  ^gacity  to  foresee.  That 
state  of  things  must  hsve  an  important  bearing 
upon  the  relations  of  this  country.  The  war,  from 
the  spirit  with  which  It  is  prosecuted,  must  either 
have  an  early  termination,  or  an  entire  new  direc- 
tion. If  terminatedi  there  is  an  end  of  tbe  pre- 
sent difficulties.  If  aoewdireotion  is  given  to  it, 
what  alteration  may  thereby  be  produced  in  tbs 
situation  of  our  relations,  cannot  be  even  divined. 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  put  it  borne  seriously  to  ^ntle- 
men,  whether  this  iit  a  time — whether  such  is  a  sit- 
uation— whether  these  are  the  cireuinsiaocea  in 
which  to  uke  a  step  which  must  inevitably  lead 
to  a  disraplioB  of  all  the  relations  between  ihit 
country  and  Great  Britain  7  I  am  sure  it  is  itot 
pradeni— I  believe  it  would  be  iIm  height  of 
madness. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  measure  could  girt 
DO  just  cause  of  offence.  Is  it  possible  thai  gea- 
llemea  who  understand  so  well  the  temper  orihe 
nations  of  Europe,  should  place  any  reliance  upon 
that  idea  7  Do  not  gentlemen  know  that  tbe  jus- 
lice  ofthecause  la  lUelast  inquiry  the  governments 
there  make?  And  can  it  be  expected  that  Great 
Britain  would  make  the  inquiry  at  all  in  a  cbm^ 
whereshe  considers  hernational  existence  at  suke; 
and  when  she  has  already  thrown  hcfself  upon  the 
plea  of  necessity  for  the  very  conduct  of  which 
we  now  complnin  1 

Such  ere  the  views  of  the  subject  which  Ihara 
thought  it  proper  to  lake.  They  are  views  which 
oome  home  to  the  actual  condition  of  the  people 
of  ihis  nation.  Let  that  people  fairly  undeniaad 
what  the  aacriSces  are,  which  we  nra  asked  ta 
make  for  the  purpose  of  «ffecting  redreas.  And 
let  them  then  decide  this  question.  Gentlemen 
cannot  but  know  what  that  decision  would  be — it 
would  be  against  their  resolution. 

For  niTscir,  were  I  to  vote  in  livor  of  the  re«>- 
lulion,  I  know  nol  with  whalkiad  of  sensatioits  I 
should  meet  my  constituenii.  Opon  my  return 
into  the  bosom  of  those  who  sent  me  here,  instead 
of  being  hailed  with  aSectionale  congratulation, 
Ishoaltfcxpect  to  meet  (heir  reproach,  and  shouU 
add  to  it  the  most  bitter  of  all  reflectraoa,  Ihe  con- 
sciousness of  having  deserved  it. 

Mr.  McCnBEar— Mr.  Chairmaa:  I  am  et- 
Iremelv  sorry  that  (he  gentleman  from  Oeoif  ia, 
as  well  as  many  others  who  have  snoken  on  thin 
question,  should  entertain  an  idea  of  the  carrying 
irade  so  exceedingly  erroneous  as  it  respects  ua. 
Do  gentlemen  suppose  that  every  American  ves- 
sel which  bos  coffee,  sugar,  or  any  oiher  West 
Indian  produce  on  board  is  engaged  in  what  i> 
called  tne  carrvinfc  Irade  7  If  our  vessels  engaged 
in  the  West  India  trade,  and  which  carry  out 
American  produce,  toother  with  some  Knropeat 
goods,  sell,  as  they  oneo  do,  for  double  (he  cos^ 
sod  bring  back  much  more  West  Indift  produat 
than  can  be  consumed  at  home,  what  musi  be- 
come of  tbesurplua)  We  must  certainly  be  pei^ 
milted  to  export  it;  and  although  it  is  not  the  pro- 
duce of  our  soil,  it  undeniablv  is  of  our  iailnstry, 
and  therefore  as  much  entitled  to  protection  at 
the  other. 

But  we  are  iM,  air,  that  Our  AMrtihaata  an 
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voTcrioir  belltgcivBi  proMrtr,  ind  to  prove  ihU,  ■ 
celebrtl>d  natuphlei  eB(Md'''W'>r  in  DiKpriw,"  ii 
nowqaoted  od  thir  floor  *5  gmpel.  For  Kf  pan, 
sir,  I  eontideT  ihu  production  entirely  apocry- 
jtbal ;  bat,  sii,  heA  is  ■  production  which  1  ■!• 
waya  consider  orthodox— here  is  the  report  of  oor 
Secretary  of  the  Treuary;  this  [  have  examined, 
Md  what  does  it  ray  1  If,  by  his  report,  we  iball 
fiitd  that  the  articles  wa  import  from  the  We«t 
Indies  do  not  eicted  in  v«1m  the  Koodaoir  mer- 
ohaat*  Mnd  thither,  where  will  tba  anthor  of 
"War  in  Disgaise"  flod  tUa  ao  mssh  talked  af 
evrared  property  1 

AceordiBi;  to  tkia  report  it  appeara  ibailn  18M 
wa  imported  from  the  Wcat  ItMiea  in 
■oiaMea,  fanons  b,l*t,2M,  at  36  woti 

eMUlera 9I,«8«,614 

nniMMo,  Iba.  U8,Me,  M  I«  eanta         -  66,SM 

0»caa,lb>.l,4ei,U4,atlleMto  <  17T,1«T 

OoBat,  Oa.  48,7St,aSB,  at  Ifl  ceata  •  t,407,4M 
aagi,  11M3M0>    iba.,  •■    l,blMa4 

<twt,ait7    --,..-■      7fia7MS 
Indito.M3,M3ttia..M«l  U        •  ae8,l>l 

CottoD,  8.068,764  lb*,  at  SO  centa  •  4II,SW 

Ram,  ifi69,9VI  giiUum,  at  60  eanta      •        3,4«1,I7I 


And  wa  aiported  t«  tha  Waatlndiaa  in 

iheaame  jear,  via: 
b  American  pToduea  lo  the 

amonotof        ■        -    $Il,aes,llli 
Ferrigndo.    -  -        4,587,630 


Sp71,3Il 


16,flBS,?B9 
Ptdl^  and  inimaaee  3S|       6,384,9M 


I  Wd  It  fair  to  inolude  freij^t  and  inawaaea, 
far  althon^  a  man  may  a^d  his  ow«  timcI,  and 
ataitd  bia  own  anderwnter,  he  wilt  always  make 
tbean  ealealatioM  before  lia  nodevtakes  an  expo- 
ditioB ;  aad  owiMdaring  tha  natara  of  the  trade 
wa  have  hem  carryiag  on  there,  thia  allowance  is 
rerv  moderate.  And  now,  air,  let  me  ask,  what 
is  tbere  left  of  masked  property  for  tba  aathor  of 
'War  ii  Diagaiae,"  and  my  Lord  Colliarwoodi 
Why,  ttu\y,  the  michty  sam  of  9931.984? 

Bot,  air,  indepenfcni  of  thia  siatemant,  wbeiv 
ia  this  mighty  siua  abotit  which  so  aiaeh  foss  is 
made,  that  wa  are  aeraeaiDg  ftna  Oreat  Britain) 
Why,  in  Franca,  no  donbt!  And  what  doaa  ii 
amoimt  to  7  I  will  tell  yon,  sir.  Our  whole  eX' 
porta  to  that  nation  in  IKH,  consisiing  of  oar 
own  aod  foreign  prodnoe,  amoaated  to  #8,800,000. 
Now,  sir,  I  dosappose  that  most  of  the  coffee  we 
bate  aent  tbiiher  came  to  ne  from  St.  Dominfo. 
I  wonld  therefore  ask  the  aatttor  of  "War  in  Ut»- 
(oiee,"  or  any  caie  elae,  whether  the;  really  think 
the  black  nobilitr  of  St.  Doniogo  bare  bean 
aettdiag  tbeir  prodnee,  maAed  oader  onr  flag,  to 
sapply  their  friends  in  Fnnee?  The  whole  of 
thia  allegation  is  too  absurd  to  Merit  a  scrioOs 
refalatioa.  The  fact  ia,  that  of  thia  8.600,000,  we 
MceiTa  paytneai  in  Preaabgamb  to  tin  aaaant  < 


of  aboni  1,800,000,  and  the  residne,  togeiberwlth 
the  surplus  of  our  other  exports  lo  Europe,  is  ts- 
mitTed  to  Oreat  Briiain  lo  nake  up  the  bakiDee 
of  13,000,000,  which  onr  trade  with  ber  aDDoally 
sobjeets  OS  to.  Now,  sir,  who  bas  the  heu  right 
to  complaia  of  us  JB  thia  bnainesil  Cettainlf 
not  England. 

We  are  also  told  that  if  this  remlntiDh  pasaett 
onrexporia  to  Qreat  Britain  will  be  matarially^ 
aflhoted.  Althot^h  the  resolaiioa  doet  not  go  t* 
prerent  ui  from  sending  our  prodnce  ihilber,  I 
will  exatnina  that  part  of  the  argameai  af  tha 
geatteman  frMD  Oeorgia  rsspeellag  tobacco. 

Tbe  whole  of  onr  export  of  that  article  la 
1804,  wai  83.000  bbds.,  aod  if  |oil  will  take  yoKt 

CD  and  calculate  the  papalaiion  where  thia  to- 
tco  is  conaumed,  yon  will  find  they  amooDi  ta 
about  eighty-three  millioas,  which  gitea  to  GhreM 
Britain  the  consampdon  of  hboat  14  or  19,000 
hhds.  Now,  air,  you  will  find  that  ia  1803  we 
erporfed  to  that  mtion  50,000  fahda.,  aad  on  an 
arerage  we  atnd  them  near  4D/KXI  hhda.  anati- 
ally.  Wbat  is  tbe  eonaeqntnBe  7  That  by  teoA- 
iitg  more  tbao  they  ean  soasome,  (he  priae  ia  kept 
below  its  iniriiMlo  ralue  j  whereas,  were  w«  wiaa 
enough  to  eend  them  no  more  than  they  do  can- 
ivne,  the  price  would  be  always  good :  for  ii  Is  aA 
axiom  in  trade,  ihnt  when  tha  medium  of  oen* 
anmplioa  is  exceeded,  tbe  price  mast  Ml  i  wher» 
aa.  if  (ha  supply  if  dafieiant,  ll  oeeaaioDa  a  torn* 
petilioa  in  tbe  tnarket,  wbieh  nMer  ihils  w  ratta 
thsarttele  abore  its  real  falae.  It  arill  therefore 
be  highly  adraotagoons  to  tbe  tobaoco  plaat«t 
that  le«j  of  tl  goes  to  Great  Britaia. 

Oa  the  snbTeei  of  onr  rereDHe,  we  are  oftel 
pxnltiDgly  loM  that  it  comei  exclnaively  off  tba 
fhrmer  aad  planter,  who  are  the  great  conaaoiant 
Let  us  examine  thia  qaestioa. 

Our  Impatta  amounted  in  1804  to  about  eighty 
mJUiotta,  wberaoT  flftr-aix  millions  were  re-ex- 
ported. W  the  remainiag'  fony-fnr,  how  mnaU 
la  consumed  by  tbo  ftrtmr  and  pdanier?  I  eoaf 
pitte  the  popalatioB  of  our  aeaporta  lo  be  abonl 
one-eighth  of  that  tit  tbe  United  State*,  and  Aom 
the  laiury  and  waste,  tbe  extiaordioary  oo*' 
mmpiioa  of  Honors,  tea,  coifo,  sanr,  A«.,  A4^ 
•ad  eren  of  salt,  of  which  I  do  beTnte  one  ship 
comfooaly  eoesntireB  as  maob  at  tea  Ihrmera— • 
that  thete  towns  consome  cme-ihird  j  whieh  lea*«a 
thirty  millions  out  of  sixiy  lo  the  flumer  u4 
piaater. 

Aa  to  the  article  of  eoiioD,  it  wonld  appear 
that  of  tbirtV'flre  millions  exported,  aboiK  tweniy- 
Bve  go  to  Cheat  Britain ;  aod  although  I  do  not 
know  aecuraiely,  I  bdiero  that  part  is  re-exporf , 
ed  the  same  as  imported )  bnt  if  not,  ll  is  well 
known  that  Qreat  Britain  must  and  will  bare  il| 
and  when  it  ia  considered  that  tb^  at  thia  tao* 
mem eomoiand  Bpeniah  waot  ai>d  French  clare^ 
they  will  find  liitte  dificuliy  ia  proevriog  mU 
cotton. 

I  tbooght  it  iDcambmit  on  Me  to  mak«  Ibeati 
few  mnarka  to  the  Committee,  because  although 
they  may  bare  oocnrred  to  soma,  1  beliere  they 
hare  not  ta  all. 
.    lir.  I|[«Bn.-'Hr.  Chalrnaa,  1  will  riaa  to  maka 
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>  few  obMrrationt  on  the  inbjeet  now  andercon- 
Bi^eraiioa,  bai  I  will  not  detain  the  Committee 
more  than  1  few  minniea.  The  resolnlionoiifanr 
table  is  denounced  bf  genttemea  as  a  war  mea- 
•are,  but  L  cannot  discern  its  tendency  to  that 

Kioc  It  i*  acknowledged  on  all  hands  thai  we 
ve  receiTcd  from  Great  Britaia  repeated  and 
grievooe  iainTiea.  The  whole  American  people 
are  alarmeo,  and  iheir  feeliDgi  excited  by  the  re- 
*  iterated  acts  of  appfessioD  and  intolt.  A  faotle- 
mati  from  Oeorgia  has  told  70U  that  out  eonetitu- 
ents  bare  not  dictated  Bnymeaiurei;  it  is  trae, 
thev  bare  not  dictated,  bat  ihejr  hare  complained, 
*Da  they  look  up  to  the  eollecied  wiidom  of  Con- 

Seu  to  deviu  a  remedy  for  the  erilt  under  which 
ty  are  laboring.  This  i«  the  butineM  upon 
which  we  are  in  part  assembled,  and  it  is  tbe 
moat  impottBDt  to  which  our  atteoiioii  will  be 
ctlted;  weahould  therefore  eunge  in  it  with  all 
that  teriouanets  and  Impartiality  which  ila  im- 
porlBDCe  demands.  ETery  member  should  divest 
himself  of  all  national  and  party  prejudice  when 
he  decides  on  a  aneetion  in  which  the  interest  of 
bii  country  ia  to  aeeply  concerjaed.  And  can  we, 
II  meo  and  as  patriots,  tamely  fubmii  to  hare 
oni  seameii  impreised,  and  forced  to  fight  the  bat- 
tles of  a  foreign  nation,  and  to  have  our  eom- 
jnercB  embarraased,  interrupt«d,  and  perplex^, 
ud  the  pit^rty  of  oar  eitizent  engaged  therem 
eondemoed  and  made  the  property  of  tbeanjust 
mpiorsi    I  trust  not. 

But  we  are  told  that  peace  is  of  all  thingi  most 
detirable,  and  that  by  sioppins  importation  from 
Oreat  Britain  we  shall  provoke  ibe  wrath  of  that 
laiion,  andtpluBge  our  eonntry  into  a  most  de- 
atmctiTe  warfare.  But,  sir,  is  this  a  tnie  state  of 
the  easel  WUl  IhiB  measure  justify  Great  Britaia 
in  retaliating  upon  us  in  any  hostile  acts  1  Cer- 
tainly not.  1  hare  an  onquestionable  right  to  em- 
[doy  or  nbt  to  employ  any  mechanic  or  manufac- 
turer, as  my  inletesiorconrenience  shall  direct) 
mod  a  nation  has  an  equal  right  to  trade  or  not  to 
trade  with  another  nation,  as  it  may  suit  their  pol- 
icy to  to  do.  We  do  not  therebr  infringe  on  any 
of  their  perfect  rights ;  nay,  I  do  not  know  that 
by  refusing  to  receive  the  prodncis  of  a  nation  we 
do  thereby  riolite  any  of  her  imperfect  rights. 
And  let  it  be  remembered,  that  no  nation  is  justi- 
fied in  making  w»r  upon  another,  unless  some  of 
bar  perfect  rights  are  i&ysded.  Nor  is  erety  ac- 
cidental riolstioo  of  a  perfect  right  considered  as 
Bjustcanseofwar.  The  injury  must  be  repeated, 
and  every  other  mode  of  redrew  exhausted,  or  at 
least  become  extremely  precarious,  before  a  nation 
can  justify  herself  in  resorting  to  force.  We  have 
aufiered  an  invasion  of  a  national  righi,  but  we 
only  wish  to  have  recourse  to  peaceable  means  of 
ledresB — to  withhold  in  a  degree  out  intercourse 
with  the  nation  from  whom  we  hare  received  the 
injurv.  If  we  adopt  theTesolution,  Oreat  Britain 
will  have  no  pretext  for  making  war.  She  will 
know  the  precipe  tertos  upon  which  she  can  regain 
OUT  trade  and  friendly  iotercourse.  The  preun- 
Ue  will  direct  her  inquiries,  and  lead  her  to  the 
goal  whenever  she  desires  it.  She  will  only  have 
to  Maae  fion  doing  tTii— to  respect  our  rights—. 


to  do  as  she  wishes  to  be  done  by— «nd  an  ami- 
eable  settlement  will  immediately  enne. 

We  are,  however,  told  that  Great  Britain  will 
have  no  respect  to  the  law  of  nature,  the  law  of 
nations,  or  tne  principles  of  juiiice ;  tlkst  she  will 


and  able  to  crush  as  before  her.  This  is  a  disireat- 
iug  picture,  indeed ;  but  really  I  do  not  know  ihit 
she  nas  become  so  superlatively  corrupt,  and  I  do 
not  believe  she  has.  I  trust  she  has  some  sense  of 
right  and  wrong  left,  and  some  regard  to  the  opin- 
ions of  other  nations.  If  I  thought  othowis^  I 
should  be  dispoaed  to  break  off  all  intercourse itf 
every  kind,  and  withdraw  from  the  touch  of  1 
being  so  highly  pdluted.  And  is  her  uower  'a» 
sistiote  1  I  have  Lad  some  experience  of  hei  poirer, 
and  I  see  no  just  cause  to  be  alarnted.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  have  do  such  mi^tf 
reason  to  fear  her  wrath.  The^  know,  from  ex- 
perience, her  power  is  not  irresistible.  They  have 
met  it — they  hare  repelled  it.  I  should,  indeed, 
fear  to  gire  her  just  cause  of  offence,  and  CongrcM 
ought  to  abstain  from  doing  any  improper  or  an- 
iust  act  towards  her.  We  ought  to  do  noibiog 
but  what  we  could  justify  to  onrselrm,  to  oni  Qoi, 
and  to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth.  With  ibii  con- 
fidence, we  may  safely  trust  tbe  consequences  to 
the  direction  of  Hearen.  It  is  a  soand  msiint, 
that  it  is  better  to  endure  the  greatest  tacanveni- 
ences  and  evils  than  submit  to  reiietsled  wrongs 
and  insults.  We  have  suffered  repeated  wrongs. 
The  measure' before  us  is  justifiable  apoa  every 
principle  of  tbe  law  of  nature  or  of  nations.  It  it 
only  necessary,  then,  to  inquire  whether  it  is  vritt 
and  politic  to  adopt  it  in  the  preMoi  bnn.  In 
this  inquiry^  all  our  diMretion,  all  our  wisdom,  and 
all  OUT  patriotism,  unfettered  by  prejudice  or  par- 
tiality, should  be  called  in  to  our  aid.  Will  the 
meoMire  react  upon  Ghreat  Btinin  so  as  to  induce 
her  to  relinqoish  her  imjust  claim  to  the  captun 
of  onr  ships  and  release  of  our  seamen,  or  will  it 
notl  Or  will  it  ptodueea  reaction  uponoarseWei, 
which  will  be  felt  mo«t  sensibly  by  oni  citixeni, 
and  by  our  Ooverument'i  Theee  are  the  import- 
ant and  the  only  questions  which  we  have  to  eoD- 
sider;  and  it  is  our  duty  to  consider  them  folly, 
with  all  tbeir  bearings  and  tendencies.  I  eontea 
I  am  Dot  without  doubts  on  the  subject  That  it 
will  give  us  some  shock,  cannot  ration^ly  be  ques- 
tioned. Our  revenue  will  douhttees  be  aikctedin 
some  degree,  and  its  dear  amoHDt  diminished,  at 
least  for  a  time.  Inconveniences  will  arise  from 
the  want  of  some  of  those  ariicleaof  coasunpion 
which  habit  has  rendered  asreeable  and  nsefiil; 
but  these  evils  may  and  wilfbe  cbeerfnlly  borate 
if  they  will  tend  to  produce  a  great  national  good, 
and  free  our  commerce  from  Ihoae  injuries  whiek 
it  has  sustained  and  continues  to  sustain  from  tkt 
depredations  of  Great  Britain.  If  the  manufse- 
tures  of  that  nation  are  as  important  to  ber  pros- 
perity and  strength  as  some  of  our  wisest  and  best 
informed  statesmen  have  represented,  she  will — 
she  must— yield  toour  equitable  demand, or tmng 
upon  herself  an  aeenmnlated  weight  of  dutres. 
Boiae  gentlemen  hare  eaid  that  thic  ij  an  in- 
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Nim-iRitportafion  of  Ooodgjrom  Great  Britain, 


proper  time  to  reaet  npoD  Oretit  Britain ;  ibat  abe 
IS  now  contending  mtb  the  most  powerful  despot 
on  eutb  foT  her  libertieEj  and  for  her  Terv  exist- 
enee;  tbat  she  ia  now  doing  that  for  the  freedom 
of  nations  which  reTdationary  France  was  doing 
tome  rear*  ago;  and  that  her  seB?ibility  will  be 
excited  hy  eraj  mnaure  which  may  hare  a  ten- 
dency to  affect  and  injure  her  in  her  atroggle.  I 
eonfees  it  would  be  angeneroua  to  press  ber  unrea- 
»on*bly  at  thii  lime,  hut  snrelf  it  is  not  improper 
to  call  npoQ  her  in  any  way  we  think  politic  for 
justice,  and  the  free  exercise  of  our  independcni 
rights.  These  we  are  eotitled  to,  and  these  she 
OQ^bt  to  vield  us,  or  she  cannot  expect  our  friend- 
ship; and  this  is  the  nott  suitable  time  to  call 


this  nieasitre  ror  any  considerable  lime,  or  the  coit- 
•equencea  will  be  more  injurious  to  her  tfaan  any 
adrantage  her  prercnt  ooudnet  gires  her. 

Uj  however,  the  resolution  now  under  consid- 
eratioD  should  be  thought  going  too  far,  let  us  lake 
dp  one  less  extensive  and  less  energetic.  A  high 
degree  of  neaDimity  is  extremely  desirable  on  this 
important  occasion.  I  am  willing  to  meet  geslle- 
men  on  any  ground  wbiefa  may  be  thought  tena- 
ble. If  a  total  non-importaiioa  is  not  adrisable, 
let  us  resort  to  a  partial  one,  and  adopt  a  measure 
embracing  the  object  contemplated  by  the  remln- 
lion  ofiVred  by  the  gentleman  from  Idaryland. 
We  eettainly  ought,  and  we  must,  do  something. 
Your  table,  Mr.  Ghairmaa,  is  loaded  with  com- 
plaints from  all  quarters  of  grievances  and  insults 
too  intolerable  to  be  borne  by  any  people.  It  is 
true,  the  eentleman  trtna  Qeorgia  bas  said  the 
citizens  of  this  countrr  hare  a  very  imperfect 
and  incorrect  view  of  this  subject ;  and  that  they 
hare  been  imposed  upon  and  misinfonned  by  mer- 
chants, whtMe  cupidity  has  led  them  to  sound  the 
alarm ;  and  that,  when  diey  shall  be  correctly  in- 
formed, and  eome  to  have  true  ideas  on  the  sub- 
ject of  our  diBerenees  with  Great  Britain,  not  one 
in  ten  will  be  found  hi  &vor  of  any  measure  in 
the  form  of  the  propositiou  on  your  table.  But 
I  trust  the  more  the  peojde  are  informed  on  the 
subject  of  their  complaints,  the  louder  and  the 
more  impressive  will  they  become.  It  is  the  in- 
jariea  they  observe  and  feel,  not  the  representa- 
tions of  interested  men,  tbat  excite  in  them  the 
sentiments  they  have  expressed.  Uitder  these 
circumitauces,  and  amidst  the  variety  of  oom- 
I)laints,  shall  we  reraaiu  quiet  7  Shall  we- oon- 
tioue  ia  sessioo  fonr  or  five  months,  at  tbe  public 
expense,  remaioiag  deaf  to  the  cries  of  our  oiti- 
nns,  and  depart  without  aflbtding  them  any  re- 


Uefl  I  hope  not.  We  cannot  ^rpeet  to  enjoy 
~  privileges  and  advaniagae  of  onr  independ- 
i  unless  we  firmly  and  resolutely  maintain 


tbem.  As  an  independent  nation,  we  should  feel 
no  parlialiliea  towards  any  of  the  Baropean  na- 
tions, bat  treat  them  all  vllb  jostiee  and  hnman- 
ily,meetiBglheirfriendabipbyTelnms  of  friendly 
actions,  and  repelling  their  aggrearions  by 'tesient 
but  manly  firmness, 

MtKh  paina  has  be«i  taken  to  reprcaeni  our 
MmpbintB  as  iririal  tkd  iMapaUa  of  tedrnt.    It 


has  been  said  that  we  are  injured  only  in  our  car- 
rying trade,  which  has  been  represented  as  of  little 
consequence,  and  not  worth  tbe  expense  neeessarr 
to  defend  It.  This  appears  to  be  the  idea  whick 
the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  and  Qeorgia  enter- 
tain of  tbe  business ;  but  the  lubject  presents  it- 
self to  me  in  a  very  different  complexion.  To 
me  it  appears  far  more  important  to  tbe  United 
States  taan  they  represent.  I  consider  it  highly 
interesting  not  only  to  our  merchants,  but  to  our 
Bgiicultural  cttizena.  If  we  diould  abandon  this 
trade  totally,  our  wheat,  corn,  beef,  pork,  and  other 
products  of  tbe  Middle  States,  would  shortly  be- 
come a  drug,  and  the  price  of  them  be  greatl][ 
diminished  in  onr  market  towns.  Perhaps  the 
Southern  States  might  find  a  market  in  the  ports 
of  Great  Britain  for  tbcir  cotton  and  tobacco: 
but  if  tbe  carrying  trade  should  be  relinquished, 
the  best  market  for  those  other  staple  productions 
of  our  country  would  be  shut  to  ns.  By  carrying 
these  commodities  to  a  foreign  market,  there  ex- 
changing them  for  the  productions  of  that  country, 
and  afier  bringing  them  to  our  potts,  expotting 
tbe  surplus  of  them  as  well  as  some  of  our  own 
product  ions  to  another  foreign  countrr — by 
which  trade  we  are  enabled  as  well  to  seU  ooi 
surplus  produce,  as  to  pay  for  the  manufactures ttf 
Great  Britain  which  wa  conanms.  Furtiker. 
would  it  not  be  highly  degrading  to  our  nationu 
character  to  relinquish  so  just  and  advantageoua 
a  trade  to  justify  the  whtin,  interest,  or  ea)wice  of 
any  nation  f  If  we  permit  Great  Britain  to  sub- 
stantiate her  present  doctrines,  she  will  most  aa- 
snredly  extend  in  her  demands  and  the  strictness 
of  her  doctrines,  until  she  leaves  ns  no  trade  worth 
defending,  neither  circuitous  nor  direct.  Bat  shall 
we  lamely  submit;  without  one  effort  to  escape  this 
degradation  1  Shall  we  not  rather  do  wba.t  is  is 
our  power  toward  off  the  evils  that  surround  vat 
Tbe  gentleman  from  Qeoreia  has  said  that  h« 
shonla  be  ashamed  to  meet  ais  constituents  if  he 
should  give  bis  assent  to  the  proposition  before 
lu.  But  whatcrer  may  be  the  sentimentB  of  tlie 
people  of  the  South,  I  believe  those  to  the  East- 
ward would  be  dissatiafied  if  va  should  riae  wiih- 
I  QMB  this  momenlouB 
imathing  from  our  faand^ 
rise  until  we  have  devi- 
sed, and  put  in  opemiion  some  j^n  wbeiebywe 
may  redress  the  gricvaneei  under  wbish  onr  citi- 
zens groui,  and  of  whieh  they  have  so  loudly 
complaiaed. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  and  bad  leave  (o  rit 
again. 

Satubdat,  March  6. 

iUr.  Cook  submitted  a  resolution,  for  the  eoti- 
tinnance  of  tbe  duly  of  two  and  m  half  per  cent, 
on  goods  chargeaUe  with  ad-valorem  duties,  com- 
monly called  the  Mediterranean  fond,  on  the  con- 
dition that  tbe  same  be  exclusively  applied  to  the 
Bttgmenmtion  and  support  of  the  naval  force,  and 
the  proleciiou  of  our  ports  and  harbors  against 
iomilts  and  injuries.— Ordered  to  lie  on  the  uUe. 

The  SruKU  laid  btton  the  Hoaae  a  latter 


out  taking  aay 
snbjeeL    They  look  for  i 
aadl  hope  we 
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H-arR. 


ftm-lit^inrtatvm^  ataAJromGnaariMn. 


liam  Ibe  SMrctarjr  of  Suic,  uoomfKDj'i w  tlftie- 
tnenu  of  applioaiiooi  made  lo  ibe  &iii^  Qovtn- 
UMut,  in  now*  of  imprmaiesi  of  AneriuD  act* 
men.  preparwl  ja  obedience  of  ■  resolution  oTtbiS 
Hoiue,  of  ihe  sixib  of  Jaomry  iMt  i  which  were 
read,  and  referred  to  (be  cooBidaraiiou  of  a  Com- 
tniiiee  of  cbe  wbole  House  on  the  state  of  lb* 
Uaioo.    The  report  U  u  ftrflowi : 

DuABTKkiT  oi  Statb,  Jfart*  6.  laOC 
Tba  BtJilOT  of  Btale,  ia  coBpfiuKW  with  the  otAm 
•rtba  Boon  of  &BpraHotelwM  of  Ae  IMiof  Ja«m>y, 
ditediBB  hiai  to  lay  4mC>m  it  "aiMnmof  tka  imiabar 
•f  AMenean  aMana  «1m  h«*«  baaii  iapr— ad  m  d»> 
twwd  by  the  lUia  of  wat  <r  ^ntoen  of  Onat  Britein, 
whoM  DNvaa  b«*a  been  rtfiartad  to  lb«  V»puuamt  ttt 
Btate,  nnca  the  itatoiMal  «a»  Bad*  to  Ihe  Uo<b«,  al 
tbeIaMiem>B  otConptmi  laHttiaaiiig  the  Daaeaof 
(lie  penoa*  impraned,  with  the  nuns*  of  the  ihipa  or 
TuuU  bj  nhioL  the;  wcie  impraiaad,  and  the  time  of 
the  impreBuneat;  togethn  with  tnj  beta  and  dicum- 
Btaneea  id  lelBtton  to  the  wiae,  wMch  n»j  have  been 
Mported  to  him :  staling  alio  tiia  nbols  number  af 
American  Mamen  impreaied,  from  thp  caminenccment 
•f  the  proMntwai  in  Europe,  and  inclnding  in  a  aepv- 
ate  colimnthe  namber  of  piaMngera,  if  an;,  who  may 
hate  been  taksn  out  of  Ameriran  reiaela  coming  to  the 
Untied  fitatea  from  BnrDpe,"  haa  the  honor  to  tranamH 
benwMi  the  naaaa  nf  nine  b«Bdrad  and  tiifertean  par- 
Mtta  who  appear  to  ha*e  beett  iapreaaed  Imb  Aneri- 
MM  tmbbIb,  and  whoM  Bactea  have  been  reported  to 
Am  DepwUnent  of  Slato  uce  the  kit  HUbbmM  area 
Made  to  runiiaw )  Hsetfaar  with  a  diamiiiiaation  in 
the  paituulBn  la^Dkad  bj  lb*  erdeo^  exi^ai  Iwaar 


Tha  aggrafato  numhor  of  impmumaala  into  the 
Britiab  aerrice,  tha  coumancemciit  of  the  praaent  war 
m  Europe,  U  found  to  be  two  thttnaand  two  htwdied 
(Ltid  Mven^-ihree. 

tt  ia  not  eaa;  to  diatiugiuab,  with  accuracy,  how 
■tan  J  oftheae  peraana  were  rektly  not  citixeni  of  the 
tJniied  Statei,  but  tha  column  of  ramarki,  added  lo  the 
Hat  in  lieu  of  dda  diaerimiaation,  tfill  exhibit  aome 
yround  forjudging  of  tha  &ct. 

It  haa  nM  been  deemed  ueceaury  to  make  a  tepw- 
•to  eotanm  fir  impreaaed  pewengen,  ai  thia  ihaaiptioi) 


tMNMiljoiud. 
It  ia  prapar  to  obaarn,  that  a  aaaaD  paita«^  of  the 
fwW  BBoelka  lail  atatetoort - 
«aHM«  Aatha  Lenrari  iatanda 
aan  wfaa  ttan  habl  the  diMfla 

wrtfaMtwhe  had  bean  ifrmiett 

SfiS  dadised  Mailing  K.  The  agaU  •HNHUedfov 
Antigua  haling  been  abaent  from  that  ialasd  aiDo*  hi* 
MSMintaMDtin  Mulaat,  no  laluma hitie  heeq  ncoved 
Com  the  Windward  ialanda.    From  thi 


it  inctuded  is  tbp  prnapt  report. 


A  menoritl  of  the  CmwniiM  of  OeormtowD, 
ia  lb«  Dialriot  of  Coliuabi*,  wea  prteeaMd  to  the 
HoHie  and  rvad,  prayiBg  (bat  tb«  Levy  Court  of 
the  DOUDlj  of  WaabiDgloft  mav  be  awfaorised  li 
laajr  and  colleot  a  lax  ou  t&xabfe  properir  withii 
the  Ciiy  of  Waahiagioa,  for  the  piurpoae  theraii 
meuiaDad. — Reiurad  lo  tb*  C(Hiunut«B  eppoiotcd, 


on  the  ^th  inatent  on  tke  petitiea  «f  Bobaf 
BkdI  and  Mkera,  Coniniiuioitera  of  ikc  Lery 
Court,  [ot  the  couotf  of  tVaabingbm. 

MPORTATION  OF  BRITISH  G00D8. 
'ha  Houaa  egein  feeolred  ilaelf  iato  a  Con- 
i«e  of  iba  Whek  on  the  at«ie  of  the  UntOK,  m 
Mr.  Qrbbs'b  reaolptKiii. 

lifr.  Ellivt.— T«  repUtee  the  prew*t  qvealMs 
vpoD  the  f  rauad  which  it  oriciiwlljr  •ecupieil,  la 
examine  it  with  a  view  to  ita  real  merits  ami  in 
nerita  alone,  however  hopeleaa  might  be  the  taiki 
woald  cenaiBljr  be  ■  tw^  vaafiil  oae.  It  bM  »• 
de«d  beea  oeBaidered  m  mdicetive  of  a  epcciea  of 
maditBaa  to  atteapt  to  awm  «  tonent  which  i« 
haown  to  be  ineaiilible;  but  it  is  aaid  that  iheie 
ia  aennttmet  qjethod  in  madneaa,  aod  th«r«  is  al- 
waya  bonoi  ia  a  gallaDt  death  in  a  feiod  eamft 
)i  is  (B  vain  to  eonoeat  the  feet  that  tUia  leeolutiM 
is  devoied  lo  deatr«iou<n )  but  ita  eappoitefa  owe 
aooaeihiBC  to  their  nwa  fealiiife,  aad  they  enre 
Htnch  (oore  t«  ^eir  eouatrjr.  It  will  ptobably  be 
admitted,  Hr.  Chaifmas,  on  both  tidea  at  tlw 
Uouae— (or  ii  will  not  be  preieoM  that  there  ai« 
aore  (haa  two  eidea  opoa  the  preaettt  oeeaaioa, 
whatever  eonfuaioB  of  Bariiei  iney  aoNMtitiws  ap- 
pear ta  exist  upon  ihie  fleM>— that  a  More  intere^ 
tag  eriaii  of  our  aatioMJ  ooBoarDa  than  ttae  |hw 
eM,  io  referaeee  to  £Neiga  relaiioaa,  boa  not  ex- 
iated*i«eeihea4lo|>lioDorihearaaestCoBniuitloB, 
SoaM  ot  the  beat  iatervtts  oi  oar  cooniry  are  at 
itake.  Btit  it  ia  not  believed  by  all  thu  out  Cob- 
ttilAtioB  and  libertiee  see  involved  ianaf  pouible 
iasoe  of  thia  qaestiea.  QefcHe  we  evea  bad  • 
Conatituiion,  while  the  eleraent*  <^  our  poiiiioal 
Sjraten  veie  almoat  withow  foriB,  and  void,  thf 
liberties  of  (hit  people  were  mb  ia  ibeir  «wb 
hands,  and  tnuaiibani  over  the  power  at  that  oar 
tion  whoee  vetwceaec,  it  is  ta^d,  we  shall  proved 
by  the  adoetion  of  tbia  reaolutioa.  Our  Coosti' 
ttttioD  nod  liberiie*  are  aafe.  The  sccoa  ia  not  at 
awful,  but  it  ia  unprtMive.  I  leprat  it,  air,  wt 
ewe  uiiigIi  lo  eor  eoaoiiy.  The  frieada  of  tha 
rewiluiioii  are  pnparad  for  the  fate  (bat  awaits  ii( 
bni  thcr  fnivetaten  their  groead  fros  refleuiei^ 
and  they  eaeilDt,  they  will  aot  abandon  it  againat 
MavietwB,  until  ov«^>o«««d,iia  iadnbitaUy  (hq 
will  be,  In  the  contest* 

Two  claHoe  of  ar^iqenu  are  taer^ialled  in 
(MtsUioB  M  ttMCWtraisooeaf  which  is  a4dreB>> 
ea  to  e«r  koaea,  and  Ute  otbei  to  oar  Etaie.  Te 
oorhofiei— <^whatl  Qf  boaoraUe  and  Buweaa- 
ful  aeMfiatiw,  if  ihia  ■naaciin  be  absndeBe4- 
Qreat  firiiaJB  will  do  as  justice  if  we  ask  il  ooee 
av»e.  On  wluiit  ia  this  hope  fonaded  1  l^et  us 
aot  f  0  toe  far  faaek.  It  wne  said  in  ancaeat  tiaiM 
lo  be  dax^eroust  and  doobtlees  it  is  dangerflu  stii^ 
to  rake  open  the  aiAn  of  a  ttama  not  yet  exUa>- 
gaished.  Do  oar  benea  repose  npoa  ereuis  cf 
receat  dateT  Upon  the  luag-eoatiaued  impreM- 
meat  into  her  naval  aervice  of  maay  of  our  use- 
ful eiiiieo^  oitizau  entitled  to  the  aame  rights 
with  eurselvce,  except  thai  ihey  are  not  delegated 
10  represent  (he  people  withia  these.walla  1  Aa 
outrage  which  ■>«  aation  but  Great  Britain  prac- 
ticc%  and'  to  whioh  an  natim  bat  Ameciea  aub- 
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nil*.  UpoB  the  ««iilaBt  intwpoiaiion  «f  wti 
priDciplea,  dcMiKctirs  of  our  neutral  rigbu,  into 
Ui«  T«D«rabte  eode  of  ibe  Jam  of  nmUire  bwI  ■■• 
tioDi,or  TBibu  ihe  sjulematuc  perverbicn  and  prM- 
tratioD,  10  oar  strious  injury,  of  hbdo  of  iks  moct 
Mcrni  prineiolM  9i  tboM  mw«.  We  aao  mod 
dtaniM  Ibis  tmneh  «f  (he  •nbjeei.  CooHr  aad 
deliboraulf  If  •lenatic,  aererp  nA  unbondisg,  baa 
the  injBrtoiu  aoadqot  of  Orcat  Bfiuia  lavard  na 
long  ktv*.  Uno«Biieatcd  Tilh  strnnf  taeaaoTM 
(moar  part  we  eao  dimrB  ao  T«aMMbU  graiuMl 
lor  hop**  ao  tmnim%.  Pnnpaeu  ao  diloain 
kara  lo  ckkTMu  fbi  tfae  nnportett  of  iha  naol»- 
ttOD.  Wc  repOM  bo  raBfldanM  iubs  tht  iwatKw 
ajid  Iib«r«lit]r  of  Oraat  Bfiiaia,  fwlbat  tMo  aa 
tlioaa  TirlaM  Say  eomapond  with  b«r  iitieMM. 
To  that  ire  wiab  M  nake  aa  appml.  Wi>b  my 
■•If  it  ba*  loaf  bam  a  actiled  opinioa,  that  ibe 
would  fo  10  war  wiib  u*  wbeaef er  tt  ahould  be 
]mi  interMi  lo  do  eot  We  wiih  for  poca,  wa 
nJat  anr  voioea  fof  ae^Mtioa,  but  for  nafotiatioii 
aiwuiaad  by  meMoRs  ai  nn  eaeigeiio  ud  eon- 
■uadiag  cbanwur. 

The  ether  alaas  of  aif  Baanta  ia  addicMod  n- 
aloMTelr.  perail  KOiiir,  toMf  «Kdiiiiirel|f,toour 
faara.  0<iitlen«i  have  takw  a  f^avty  new,  in- 
deed, of  ihi*  part  of  the  aubjcci.  While  we  can 
kope  ■oihiac,  we  mutt  fe«r  eierrtfaiiig  froiB  the 
adopticM  of  uia  neume.  We  shall  iajure  oar- 
adrcB  ff*V-\i,  and  Oraat  Briuin  doI  at  all ;  we 
ahall  iotiot  a  deep  and  (Mai  woand  upon  the  ag- 
licnltura  of  our  conuir  >  we  iball  aacrifiec  the 
inlereata  of  itw  people  of  the  Soutben  (Milioii  of 
the  Uoioa,  by  protokinc  wtaKitioi,  to  the  pre- 
(dntioD  of  the  naif  SMriet  ft>r  ihair  ataple  eon- 
moditiee.  betidea  MbjeoUag  Ihem  to  the  deprira- 
tion  of  foreif  B  maiMiacuine  wiiliMit  which  ihejr 
esMot  aabatME  we  ahall  dasirof  tha  nuMt  pro- 
duotive  Moree  of  tb*  nalimal  rereaiw ;  we  ean- 
■mi,  after  all,  n^oK  the  ariteB ;.  we  nwi  ab««- 
don  it  with  ditgrace,  or  pemial  in  it  lo  ou 
dtatnaetioa.  It  will  evon  ^rodaaa  war  with  all 
its  berron,  aad  the  deafruMioa  of  iIm  Cobmuw- 
turn,  b  w  at  one  nmaflDt  a  w«A  aieaMr^  at 
taothar  a  w«i  neanire,  aad  soeaeiimea  both.  Do 
we  gat  onr  «r  go  araoad  Ibeaa  olgeetiou  %  Do 
wa  ant  aiaM  ihea  in  Iheir  full  fona,  aad  meet 
itaaa  fhirlrl  FonaidahW  a«  (her  vo,  wa  iball 
ennaedcavM- to  repel  thev.  One  of  thoaagteat 
nan  «f  wham  aodam  limoa  have  beea  ao  jaally 
proad,  a  wviier  wImhw  who  eolDibiaainm  of  Ihe 
pawan  of  nind,  reador.Jum  at  eaoa  elo4*wntaod 
■agacioui,  bai  adraatad  a  p(ia«iple  wmcK  fpiMi 
a»«XMUeM  oamar  eiaae  for  Ute  anpoMiactwp  of 
aHiaeal  oa  whtah  tha  frieada  af  tha  raaoiabon 
lAf,  9tm  it  tha  natunl  efimt  of  tradf .  Two 
HUtMtiahaJMtaof  eoraoMMial  inlaw oiiiaa  ham 
■ecipraaal  iatesnta ;  if  «ae  faaa  an  interau  ia  bar- 
ing, tha  ailiar  ha«  aa  iaiaiaet  ia  aelling )  aod  their 
noMal  waala  aad  intenaia  eesneat  their  auMB. 
The  quotaiioo  i*  not  verbal,  but  MibaiaBiial ;  it  ja 
ftuHi  oMatatr.  Had  tha  iouaoital  awihor  of  the 
Elpirii  of  Lawa  taea  ^f led  with  prophatie  powen^ 
ke  could  not  hava  dsaBribcd  with  jnore  acooiaey 
dw  relaliva  Mtnaiioa  of  Orcai  BiUain  and  the 
Uaila4BulMialtha(n«iMtiiM.    TQ.rroia  ihi* 


let  BB  tarn  lo  the  intemiing  report  vS  the  Bena- 
(erf  of  the  Treaaury,  joai  laid  opoo  our  labloa. 
Here  i«  tttaaoBoal  amouBt  of  cam metce between 
ua  and  the  doraiaioDa  of  Qreat  Britain,  caloula led 
ea  an  average  for  the  laat  three  yean  i 


Bntain  in  BnTape,  (Gib-. 
••T,4«e,oaaM 

t,fi90,0MM 


Fmo)  thedonrfMonaof  Onot 

raltar  neipied)     - 
From  the  BiitUi  But  ludiaa     - 
Pnm  Ike  Notthan  BritiA  edeni 


Fion  the  BritiA  Waet  bdiafl 


To  Gnat  Britaia,  ia  Europe,  (GUnltu  aaoaplail,)  bh 

eluding  dearuicci  for  EntUnd  and  a  maoet,  aad 

flour  and  wheat,  which  ue  not  penaanentaiticla*^ 

Eiportation  to  Gieit  Britain,  aad  inctodiDg  foiein 

mercbandite  r«-«x  ported        -        •  915,690,000  00 

To  tbe  Britlih  Eait  Indisa        -        -  130,000  04 

To  thi  NoTtbeni  British  coloiiiea      ■        1,000,000  OO 

To  the  Briliih  Weit  Indiei      .        •        0,480,000  00 


Alsoet  half  our  inporta,  ^erofbre,  arc  faaai 
the  Britiah  doiBMiORa,  and  the  balaace  of  wada 
ia  twdva  aUlieoa  of  doUara  againat  na.  However 
iaaceijraU  nineoarlnaive  nay  bathe  ideaa  aea» 
tinea  aonoxed  to  what  ia  oalled  the  balaaee  J 
trade,  it  U  erldant  to  eonunon  ecaae  that  (ha  n*- 
tiioa  which  aelU  to  aaotkar  eian  year  maanfaa 
uma  of  the  vahM  of  tarclva  atilueaB  hejrand  the 
wbola  valaa  af  the  prodaettaaa  of  the  other  aatiaa 
wWeh  eke  hiqri,  noal  ba  earrriag  aa,  in  that  paa- 
iMBlaf,a  Tory  andMahla  oonaMtea.  Itwaaaaid 
by  aacBB  of  old  ttna,  thai,  whoerer  Dtiiy  deiaa- 
miaaa  lo  deitna,  he  int  ande  tqad.  1b  Clroac 
BtiniB  devaaed  bf  Proyi^waa  to  daatnwiioal 
On  aha  he  aonad,Boaalfagoo«alrandiiManMr 
mad.  aa  to  dcprira  haratf  itiem  of  Uub  varf 
gaiafal  eanmeroe,  ia  Mvng*  fat  oar  eaofciaiag 
an  aa^MotuHiahle  right,  ia  aaaaagneaee  of  tin 
wronga  we  saier  )  Can  her  win  Oaseranu^ 
for  wtae  it  oetiai^f  ia,  adeat  ao  ataaage  a  coaa^ 
of  Bondoctl  But,  after  all,  many  ai«  ahcptieal 
aa  taihe  injaey  M  be  doaa  to  Qnat  Brliaio.  I  an 
aot  oaa  ef  tkaaa  wha  aaiiripate  iho  rain  of  hoc 
na  an  fa  nulling  trtatdiahmanii  fran  thia  meaMin, 
*  Ibejr  will  aot  aeon  be  paialyaad,  bat 


and  perhapa  11 
haa  laaaaraeu 


a  will  G 


and  abo  will  be  nader  tha  aaaeaaity  of  Baarchiag 
eU  aaw  abapaela  of  tpda  by  whiok  to  poor 
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Ibem  off  rram  her  ihorw ;  thii  mm^  be  the  aztent 
of  the  injury,  but  it  will  be  infficirallf  urioas 
lo  tniluce  her  to  do  lu  initice.  It  it  coateod- 
cd  that  the  ipjury  to  oarselTea  wilibe  ioealcolaUe. 
I  thiob  it  ma]'  mi\j  be  ettiniated.  It  will  be 
nothing  more,  calculatiog  upon  the  continuaDce 
of  peace,  than  a  amftll  augmeDtatioo  of  the  piiee 
of  the  RFticiea  which  we  shall  obtain  as  substi- 
tutei  for  Brilith  goodi,  &  temporary  fall  of  the 
prices  of  tome  of  out  own  prodactiont,  and  a  tmall 
aeeiMu  of  the  reTcnoc.  But  it  ii  ihongbt  by 
•ome  that  we  mutt  itarre  or  freeze  in  hz  montha 
withoQI  Britiah  commerce.  Are  the  days  of  the 
Revolution  bo  toon  forgotten  1  Of  oar  ftDonal 
imports  from  Great  Britain,  of  the  value  of  about 
twemy-aeTenmillioniandabalf  ofdolUrtgUpwaTd 
of  tweniy-Btz  raiUioni  in  value,  ii  compoeed  of 
goodt  payinff  duties  ad  valorem,  and  embracing, 
with  incontiderable  exceptions,  all  the  woollen, 
cottoD,  linen,  silk,  metal,  earthen,  gliss,  and  paper 
man  a  fa  eiu  ret,  and  only  $1,340,000  of  articles  pav- 
ing specific  dntiet,  and  consisting  mincipally  of  sail, 
■teel,  lead,  nails,  and  porter.  These,  it  is  taid, 
cannot  be  obtained  elsewhere,  particularly  coarse 
woolleikt  i  and  we  shall  be  told  that  our  habits 
have  placed  them  upon  the  list  of  oecesaariei. 
But  our  habits  can  cunge.  Our  importations  are 
ehi^fly  composed  of  the  loxDriei  and  convenieneei 
of  apparel.    If  the  [lablic  good  require  it,  we  may 

^tpeosa  with  luxuries,  or  ratbar ' 

may  become  Inxuriet, 


The  truth,  however,  i^  that  we  can  obtain 
amuar  articles,  or  tolerable  substitutes,  on  the 
coDtinent  of  Europe.  From  Bpaia  we  can  get 
■ilk  handkerchiefi  and  velvets,  a*  welt  as  wiast 
and  fruits.  From  Portugal,  not  only  fruits  and 
oils,  the  product  of  that  country  and  of  Italy,  but 
Lisbon  salt  in  any  qaantiiy,  wine,  brandy,  and 
■ome  Bast  India  goods.  From  France,  wrought 
■Uka,  anperfina  broadclotht,  calicoes,  and  chintzes. 


ubties,  salt,  writing  paper,  brandy,  wines,  and  all 
the  productions  of  iialv  and  the  Levant.  From 
Oermanv,  HoUaad,  and  the  north  of  Europe,  aev- 
«cal  kinds  of  linen,  eottop,  and  woollen  nuauCac- 
tnres,  broadcloths,  kerseymeres,  ooarse  wooUena. 
Rtissia  sheeting,  Sileaian  lineoi,  camhfiea,  and 
lawna,  damasks  and  diaper*,-  glass,  copper,  atid 
aome-  iron  manufactures,  sheet  copper.  Qenaan 
•lael,  cordage,  looking^glaases,  calicoes,  brass  ket- 
tles, and  many  other  articles.  It  is  admitted  that 
there  are  some  woollen  maoahctiini  in  Oerma* 
oy,  and  soma  cotton  ones  in  France.  Almost  all 
the  countries  of  the  ctwtinent  of  Europe,  if  not 
now  manuiaotarers  for  nportadon,  maj;  become 
■ncbj'if  ciicamstancea  make  it  for  their  interest 
and  such  will  be  the  effect  of  our  refusing  to  im' 
port  British  prodnctienB.  It  will  give  a  stimulns 
(o  the  manofaotnres  of  other  eountriee  whiob 
will  produea  great  effeele;  in  the  nalnral  conrae 
of  things,  it  will  iadnee  those  countries  to  form 
new  maon&otaring eaiabliehment^ and  toezlend 
and  improve  their  old  onea.  Besioes,  it  will  in* 
duce  them  to  adl  to  u  B  gvest  pan  M  what  they 
now  consider  as  necastariea  of  life,  on  aeeount 
of  the  advaaea  of  ptie^  and  to  r^dJua  them  by 


irts 


importations  from  Great  Britain  at  reduced 
prices.  This  increase  of  the  priee  of  irtieles  for 
~iirown  consumption  will  be  a  disadvantage,  but 

-e  must  bear  a  temporary  and  partial  evil  with  a 

lew  to  ultimate  and  general  good. 
The  effect  of  this  measure  upon  the  revenue  ia 

subject  of  great  alarm ;  it  is  to  render  us  bank- 
rupt in  fortune  as  well  as  Tepniatfona  The  ao- 
oaal  revenue  of  the  United  States,  on  an  average 
of  the  three  last  years,  has  been  $11,550,000,  of 
which  $9,432,000,  are  derived  from  our  impoi ' 
from  the  ^twh  dominions,  and  $6,118,000  fro 

imports  from  the  rest  of  the  wtirld.  This  is 
eerlaimy  a  very  serious  view  of  the  subject;  but 
we  believe  that  this  measure  will  not  produce 
war,  and  of  course  that  it  will  not  paralyse  out 
commerce.  Our  merchants  will  &till  be  enter- 
prising, and  will  have  new  indncementi  to  Niter- 
prise  i  our  flag  will  still  vrave  on  every  sea  aod 
in  every  dime;  from  new  sources  and  ehannela 
of  commerce  we  shall  derive  aniclet  similar  to 
those  now  imported  from  Britain,  or  tolemble 
substitutes;  and  the  increased  price  of  those  arti- 
cles will  add  something  lo  tbe  revenue,  while  it 
will  be  in  some  degree  diminished  by  tbe  general 
effect  Qentleraen  of  great  commercial  informa- 
tion, have  calculated  that  the  revenue  will  not  be 
dimiaiahed  to  the  amonnt  of  one  million ;  but  let 
us  suppose  that  it  will  be  lessened  two  millions, 
or  even  92,590,000.  With  only  nine  millions  in- 
stead of  eleven  and  a  half,  it  is  certain  we  cannot 

'Xpend  three  or  four  'millions  for  the  support  of 
Qovemment,  and  snttaia  besides  the  aonual  ap- 


id  what  follows?  We  may  submit  to  the  near. 
pations  of  Great  Britaia  on  the  ocean,  we  may 
throw  at  her  feet  everything  hot  nominal  independ- 
enee  and  honor,  we  may  disgrace  and  d^iade 
oaraelves  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  we  shall 
--tiogaish  onr  national  debt  in  1816, 1817,  or  1818. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  may  asstime  a  manly 
and  dianifled  national  spirit,  we  may  recall  the 
principlea  and  the  habits  of  tbe  Revolaiion,  we 
may  arm  onr  Gkivemment  with  snffieient  energy 
to  vindicate  and  maintain  ovr  national  ri^t^  w« 
maycommand  reqiectfrom  other  nationi.  and  wa 
thall  extinguish  onr  national  debt  ia  I8S4, 18SS, 
or  1826.  This  may  be  the  alternative  in  tbe  last 
reson,  but  for  the  present  we  can  increase  the 
ratio,  and  of  course  the  qnanium  of  th«  dntioa 
which  constitute  the  revenue. .  In  bard  times  wa 
must  expect  to  bear  hard  htirdens. 

The  adoption  of  this  measure,  we  are  uSA,  will 
throw  an  aneaaal  and  unreasonable  weight  tipon 
our  Southern  brethren  \  it  is  feared  that  it  will  not 
only  leeten  the  price,  bat  ntterly  preclude  the  mar- 
ket, of  their  stai^e  expwt  commodities.  Hwe  we 
ought  to  pause  and  reflect;  and  if  such  an  evil 
will  flow  from  this  scarce,  we  ooght  to  abaadoa 
tbe  project. 

Upon  reflection,  we  do  not  believe  that  such  will 
be  the  consequence.  The  two  great  articles  of 
BouthemeiportatioD  are  cotton  and  tobacco.  Tha 
valae  of  oar  ananal  eznorta,  fbr  the  three  last 
years,  to  the  domikisna  01  Onat  Biiiata  ia  Bon^a 
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dnlf,  bma  bsra  f  19,<90,0a0,  of  wbiek  tbe  valae  of 
coitoD  ha*  be»  •&,640,000,aad  of  tobacco  93^280,- 
000;  botti  toother  t8,800,CI0a  Dedwstiiw  from 
tbegro»Maoantaf(tl6,690,000,(heaum[of£>;S60,- 
000,  for  foKin  mod*  reexported,  we  hwre  913, 


B  prodiMe, 
ink  neirlf 


1  for  ul  uie  snietm  of  doaeatie 
ftnd  of  eoDiM  tile  Soulttsra  States  fnmi' 


£atope«Q  dominioni  only  of  Oreat  I 
OUT  exports  to  tke  British  cdodiea,  iu  mu  ymiv  ui 
the  world,  coDiisi  of  the  prodociioM  of  the  North- 
craandHiddteiStites;  ofproTJiiimi«iidliTertoclc, 
lumber,  narat  atMOi,  pt^b.  Am,  mad  fbr«iffii 
B«nhaadiae,  aeqiilnd  by  (lie  «arryii)K  IMae. 
And  ootWBandlMaoeo  are  ticnrazpiMrlMtoMha 
jMTtB  da  well  u  Qfttt  Britain:  tbe  tvtal  amitial 
ralufl  of  the  nimrta  of  twltan  beiBC,  •9,M0,«I0, 
and  of  tobacco  96,148,000,  fliMs4i*oartielea(Md, 
there  are  no  oihar  of  eonaeqnence  ezMrrtBd  from 
the  Southern  Slatea'«iecptriee,«bieb  istsonipar- 
Btirely  of  inemuiderabte  value)  amountiwinthe 
whole  to  •13,083;000,  wbicfa,  dednnted  fMm  $89,- 
aSS,000,  the  wbrie  amonnt  of  eztKUb  of  domettic 
produce,  le«Tea  98^845,000,  for  the  exports  almost 
ezclnaiTely  of  the  norlfaero  and  Middle  States. 
it  ii  not  betiered  that  thii  meaanre  will  sbnt  up: 
the  Briiialt  market  for  a  nw  material  bo  neces- 
ary  to  their  manubtitureB  as  our  eotwa.  A  non- 
importuiDa  is  not  ia  iuetf  a  non-wipormtlon.  Our 
exporta  may  still  go  <o  Oreat  Brham,  as  it  will  be 
Iter  interest  to  'reoeJTB  them.  Bat  suppose  she 
adopt!  Bxcaanrcsof  reialiatibn  agaloet  berlntemt, 
aikd  exelndsB  them.  When  we  know  that  eveD 
io  ib«  present  war  she  opeb*  free  vorti  in  hereot- 
onies  for  a  partial  catnmerce  with  her  enemies, 
and  when  we  are  totd  that  the  French  armies  are 
now  ekd  io  Britieh  mannfaetarea,  can  we  doobi 
that  the  British  Qoremtn  sat,  with  A«t  depth  of 
comaaereial  as  wellaanatiooal  potfeyfbr  which: 
it  is  diatlngniihed,  will,  wbaterer  tnay  be  Its  os- 
tansibh  acts,  open  some  indirect  ebsanel  oftrade 
by  whioh  to  sopply  Itadf  with  asarticle  so«aMa- 
tial  to  tiM  syitem  of  tti  auDnftatsrMl  BeBldet, 
«a  1  ^T«  already  obwired/in  reftimee  to  Import- 
ation, eren  tlia  pnfluloQ  of  the  BtMsh  tnmet' 
-wotild  open  a  new  one  f<»  Ah  artiole  4n  PittoDe 
and  other  ooanttiH, by  bcridiQKoatau  enetniiage- 
msnt  for  ibem  to  axteitd  and  Improve  those  taaa- 
trfnotiwesafi#hiebitfeni»th«i<awnHterial.  The 
only  efibet  npOB  tbeartieleaof  cotton  and  tobaeoo 
would  be  a  small  deemae  of  their  vtkt,  Md  par' 
faMHtkatonly  temfKmty, andwOBtd aata'Simifair 
efieet  be  produced  npm  the  pi»dudtio*a  of  dtbSr 
parte  of  the  Untoo  9  Wonld  not  itae  price  of  the 
exportaof  the  Nofibani  Had -Middle  Siates,  of  out 
beef,  pork,  bniier,  eheeae,  dried  nnd  plokted  fiih, 
flour,  wheat,  com,  lumber,  and  all  ether  artietee, 
be  afifeoied  7  Uoi^tiestibnably.  We  hoped  this- 
woald  have  been  Tinred  as  a  great  national  qnts- 
tion  npon  a  great  national  seuc,  and  not-made  a 
local  one.  Bm  does  not  the  carry  in;  trade,  which 
we  wish  to  prolact,  jireseot  a  loeal  question  alsn  7 
Is  it  not  also  exelnsirely  carried  on  by  ehiaeni  of 
the  Northern  and  Middle  States  ? 

It  is  nid  that  this  trade  pmducea  a  Teremie  of 
only  9850,000.    But  what  U  the  tmooat  of  the 
0lh  COK.— SI 


tMde,end  wby-doas  it  not  prodtiee more  rereMief 
The  annual  Tahie  of  articleii  of  foreign  -produce 
re-exported  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  h  esiimawS 
at  938j58^000.  Ii  prodaca  bat  a  small  sum,  b»- 
cause  It  has  been  deemed  good  policy  not  to  lax 
it,  but'  to  cherish,  to  patronise  it,  ■«  -a  soiree  Of 
indirstry  and  pront. 

But  some  gentlemen  arenot  Incliiwd  to  prateiA 
this  trade,  and  someeren  haitetd  an  opinion 'tfan 
it  is  ininrims  to  (tte  eonntry.  We  tbeaght  the 
principle  advanced  by  able  irfiters  6b  wiHlieal 
economy  was  eqdaUy  settled  with  mbn  t^kclorte 
8ndvi«ioroamfflooBenie,-that  theamohntoftbtt 
real  wealth  of  a  nation  is  oompased  of  the  eon»- 
HnedamoUDt  of  the  produce  of  its  land  ahd'hUior^ 
of  its  industry  hpoD  the  ocean,  as'well  as  open  Ihb 
tewajinwa— and  i  bat  fire  miUionsof  dot  lata  eanwt 
in  dw  carryiDg  trade,  the  product  of  trim-  on  the 
seas,  by  eitraehs  of  the  United  States,  md  tncor- 
pottied  tnte  the  great  stock  »f  onr  itationa)  wiealib. 
were  just  equal  to  five  millione  of  dollars  adqdirea 
by  the  labor  of  the  hosbandhian.  The  imjmta- 
ment  of  our  seamen,  too,  maybe  ri«wed  a!s  a  loeal 
qnesiiaii.  Those  ucforiunate  men  belong  totbe 
Northern  and  Middle  States.  Oeotlemen  aeem  to 
consider  them  as  persona  of  no  cfaarieter  or  conae- 
(inenoe-^^iKre  adventurers  on  the  ocean,  wander- 
ing beyond  the  liwiis  and  the  powers  of  tbe  na- 
tlofaaljariadiotiou  and  protection.  Notso.  They 
are  men  and  aiilEena;  they  have  friends,  connex- 
iona,  and  a.  home,  and  are  employed  in  sn  honoM 
Qctapation ;  and  uirely  the  impressment  of  ihoo- 
sandsof  them,  in  a  state  worse  than  that  of  Afri- 
can slavery,  on  board  those  floatiog  castles wbick 
sprekd  toiror  throng  the  worid,  is  a  local  qiiea- 
tion  of  as  much  hnnertanee  as  the  price  of  eotun 
and  tobacco.  On  tnis  subjeet  alone  the  friends  trf 
tbe  resolntion-arepreparedtoeaj' that  strong  mea- 
sares  ought  to  be  adopted,  and  ought  nerer  to  be 
abandoned,  mtU  our  flag  shall  be  anfiered  to  pnv 
^eotthoaeoverwhomitwarrs.  If  tbe  AmerioKi  - 
ea^le  is  dispeaed  to  sink  beneath  tbe  ftet  at  the 
Bnti^  lion,  he  can  espeet  notbrtng  batcoBtamjn 
and  ootra^ ;  bat  it-is  ra  his  poWer  ro  take  a  mom 
el«vated  sit  nation— to  BOkrontitf  reach— •nd'baai 

■te  and  triamphant. 

ilyarethepecifliariateireaisDrDOrftaWtl- 
em  brethren  to  be  saeriSeed  by  this  measure,  bdt 
lead  to  war  with  OrMt  Britain  I  On  Whtt 
is  this  idea  founded  1  On  tbe  cool,  calculatiHg 
cliarasier  of  ber  eetebrtlted  Minister.    It  will  be 


initeelf  tweaneeofwar;  It  ii 

atation  metely;  and  w«  have  tbe  same  tight  to 
adopt  it  that  Oi«at  Britain  has  to  jnai  those  laws 
by  which  she  impose*  greater  duties  on  the  «<• 
pcrtation  of  goods,  wares,  and 'merchhndlte,  to  the 
'United  States,  than  are  imposed  on  limilar  art{- 
elea  exported  Io  tlte  nationB  of  flurooe.  It  is  nei- 
ther more  nor  less  than  a  ceamercialregiriat  ion- 
part  of  the  system  of  managing  irar  own  conMMs 
in  onr  own  nnnaei^— and  it  onght  not  lo  be  pie- 
somed  that  it  will  produce  war.  Can  Qreat  Brit- 
ain wish,  at  tbe  preaent  momentj  to  add  to  the 
nnmber  of  her  eneinies  1  She  is,  indeed,  the  soul 
of  a  poarerfnl  coalition,  but  she  has  a  powerftil 
aaemy  to  ettttend  witk.    She  is  fluting,  not  the 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


648 


HISTOEY  OP  CONOKESa 


644 


Noit-lmpotiatiert  of  Gaadt  fivtn  Oreat  Britain. 


M4SCH,  1806. 


IwuIm  of  lh«  hnmui  nee, ;  not  for  the  righti  and 
priTilcStt  of  the  ^ople  of  Europe ;  leait  of  all  for 
the  tigbu  lod  pti*ilcg«aor  [he  people  of  Amerirs; 
but  f<w  her  owD  oaiiooal  eziaieoce.  Her  woodea 
mtA.lt,  like  lho«e  of  ancient  Alhent,  whkh  by  ibe 
direclioD  of  an  ortcle  are  said  lo  faaTe  preKrved 
thai  celebrated  cilf  from  deatruetion,  couaiimte 
Ibc  ontr  barrier  between  bertelf  and  ruin.  Are 
we  the  BBuniw  of  Qreat  Britiin  1  Not  at  all,  ex- 
cept in  war:  eoeiiue*  in  war,  in  peace  friends. 
We  lore  the  Brilinh  people;  we  ihoold  be  mon- 
itera  if  we  did  not,  for  British  blood  flows  in  oar 
Tein*.  We  TCDcraie  tboM  raoDumcDts  of  British 
learningi  aod  of  British  liberir  which  bare  ao  long 
adorned  the  dark  (cene  of  Kurope.  We  respect 
the  power  aod  the  ability  of  the  British  Gorero- 
neni,  and  we  will  reapect  its  magnaDimitjr  and 
justice  wheo  it  shall  respect  oar  rishis.  Aad  are 
■we  the  eulogitl*  mad  flatterers  of  France  1  The 
last  task  we  shotild  wish  lo  underlahe  would  be 
that  of  adding  new  corns  lo  the  Imperial  Crown 
of  the  Emperor  of  France  and  King  of  Iialr-  I 
•peak  for  mraelf  alooe,  but  I  do  not  beliere  that 
the  friends  of  the  resolutiao  have  aDjr  petoliar 
{Mrtialiif  for  Emperors  aod  Kings.  We  would 
wuh  lo  navigate  our  political  bark  lo  aajr  other 
-pott  than  that  bestrode  bf  ibe  Colossns  of  univer- 
sal empire.  We  have  differences  with  other  na- 
tions berides  Briiain,bul  do  we  prostrate  onraelrcB 
-at  their  feet?  We  wish  to  irrat  nations  as  they 
treat  na ;  for  it  is  impossible  for  natioos  to  panue, 
with  suececs,  any  oioer  coarse  of  conduet.  We 
would  use  them  well  or  ill,  in  proportion  to  thi 
degree  of  friendship  or  injuTT  we  receive.  With 
other  naliODi,  weaker  measaVee  majr  succeed,  bnt 
the  injuries  wesusiaio  from  Qreat  Britain  demand 
•Irong  measures,  and  we  believe  the  one  which  is 
nowproposed  will  produce  thedesiredeffecL  Not 
that  we  are  hostile  to  negotiation,  bnt  we  wish  to 
-cive  to  tbe  instrument  of  negotiation  a  new  tone. 
•  We  fear  that  if  this  measare  be  not  adopted,  do 
eneifetic  one  will  be;  and  that  the  report,  Mr. 
Chairman,  which  it  becomes  jronr  duly  to  make.  OD 
retiring  from  that  chair  every  evening,  aod  yield- 
ing it  to  the  honorable  Bpeaber  that  "the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  have  bad  ibe  state  of  tbe 
UnioB  under  contideraiiou,  and  come  to  no  reso- 
lution thereon,"  will  continue  to  be  the  lame  con- 
elusion  of  every  day's  di»«ussiDO.d Bring  tbe  pre;- 
•DIseMioB-  HaviDgdone  our  duty  in  supporting 
thii  rMolation,we  sHall  be  as  willing  to  meet  our 
-constituents  as  thaw  geitilemen  who  giveadifler- 
ent  vote.  Wo  wish  for  peace  {  we  are  anxiuut  lo 
.ftvoid  war;  but  we  cannot  submit  to  national 
disgrace. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams.— Mr.  Chairman^  1  feel 
the  neeeasity  of  apologizing  to  the  Commtitce  for 
thai  portion  of  their  time  which  1  shall  occupy  ; 
-not  presuming  lo  ofiler  reasons  to  others  why 
Ibis  rewlution  should  not  be  adopted.  1  beg  Iheir 
-indulgence,  while  I  do  that  which  presenis  itself 
al  the  time  ae  a  dnty,  to  declare  what  are  rny  rei- 
•ons  for  voiirtg  against  it;  tbe  deep  stake  my  con- 
■tituentt  huld  in  the  inea:*ufe  is  my  apology. 

Such  is  the  magniiade  of  the  nubjeet  under  dis- 
-Wlwion,  aptcading  iuelforu  a  prodigious  exunt, 


in^  to  the  heariof  some  of  oar  most  raluaUe 
institutions,  subverting  unmeasurably  the  plighted 
faiib  of  the  Oorernmeiit,  aod  overturniog  the 
foundations  of  a  considerable  portion  of  our  rer- 
!,  that  I  feel  myself  inadequate  to  trace  ita 
ence  over  even  a  ramiKcaiion  of  ibai  vast  i>r 
terest  it  lays  hold  of,  much  less  do  1  pretend  to  > 
view  of  the  whole  ground ;  but,  imperteel  as  that 
comprebcnsion  is,  it  takes  in  much  more  than 
sufficient  to  fill  me  with  fear  and  trembling  for 
its  consequence*. 

We  have  beard,  dttring  the  last  three  daya  of 
the  present  diseussion,  a  great  deal  said  aboai  tbe 
spirit  of  the  nation,  ano  that  it  demands  enet> 
getic  measures.  Sir,  1  ask  the  gentlemen  who 
urge  this  as  an  argnmetil,  if  there  had  brea  as 
much  pains  taken  to  apprize  the  nation  of  its  irM 
position  with  Qreat  Britain  as  there  has  been  to 
alarm  it,  whether  ita  anxiety  wonld  not  have  been, 
at  least  by  this  time,  quieledl  If  gentlpm«d, 
standing  in  eucb  a  responsible  sitnalioa  to  Iheit 
consiilueois,  as  they  do  upon  this  floor,  had,  in- 
stead of  urging  war  measures,  i>poke  out  the  pl»iit 
language  of  truih,  that  ai  tbe  date  of  Mr.  Moo- 
roe^  last  despatches,  Lord  Mulgrave  had  acceded 
to  his  request  lo  enter'  upon  an  examination  of 
the  dispute  between  the  two  Oovenimenis,  wb«- 
iber  liiry  would  now  veninre  to  represent  the 
spirit  of  the  nation  as  exciied  in  every  part  of  ihe 
continent}  I  presume  noL  But  whence  do  tbey 
learn  that  this  spirit  is*o  excited?  It  is  true  we 
have  received  spirited  reaolutiont  from  two  town* 
in  Virginia,  and  a  few  well-writlen  menjoriab 
from  a  few  merobants  at  a  few  uf  the  seaport 
■owns  refaiing  tbe  British  doeinne;  but  what 
else  do  they  say?  At  Baltimore  tbey  believe 
''redress  for  the  past  may  be  found  in  amicaUe 
explanations."  From  Philadelphia  yoa  are  called 
upon  for  a  naval  forea  fur  tbe  West  India  ataiion. 
Wbyl  To  defend  their  tisde  to  St.  Doaaingo,  I 
suppose,  for  that  appears  to  be  tbe  pith  of  the  me- 
morial. The  merchants  of  New  York  pledge 
themselves  to  support ''  all  measKres  adapted,"  re- 
serving to  themselves  tbe  right  to  judge — act  such 
measures  as  may  be  adopted  by  Congvess.  Frona 
Boston  "a  special  mission"  is  recommended.  Tbe 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Salem  tell  yoa  "(hey 
wish  to  takeao  mti  in  the  eontesEs  which  now 
convulse  the  world."  Where  else  than  from  theae 
dooDmeuts  do  ^ntlemen  find  the  spirit  of  tbe 
nation  i  Cerumly  not  from  tbe  Cabinet,  nor 
from  the  Execniivft.  for  if  it  were  good  authority 
to  talk  about  what  we  hear  out  of  this  Huosc, 
they  have  no  such  wishes.  Is  it  fair  then  to  force 
the  passage  of  this  resolution  bv  attributing  that 
tu  the  nation  which  perhaps  it  does  not  feel; 
whieh  it  certainly  would  not,  if  it  were  fully  ap- 
prized of  its  situation  abroad,  and  which  the  me- 
morials on  your  table  do  not  sneak?  Does  the 
resolution  provide  Ibr  "amicable  esnlaDations," 
for  a  ''special  mission."  for  a  squadron  on  ihe 
West  India  maiion?    No  Ruch  thing,  sir. 

In  arguing  this  FohjfCl  it  is  material  toascer- 
rain  what  is  ihe  trne  CBUae  of  our  present  dispute 
with  Great  Britain,  aad  to  what  extent  it  goes. 
1  uy  caustt  «1  disptiie,  because  it  sirlkes  me  that, 
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Non-Importalvm  o/"  Gooda  from  Great  Britain. 


I.  or  R. 


I,  her  iuiults 


noeed  wb 
vul     It  c 


bill  Doi  the  preseot  difficulty 
offered  id  the  impreumeot  of 
in  train  for  amicable  Bdjuatment,  and  will  be  ar- 
^d  when  the  present  uneasiness  shall  be  qni- 
leunlinoffn  to  gemleraen  tnat 

.  .L  ,  ...i: -tatlfcom 

,  _.-  ._  . ,  --  ,-r  the 

nasty  depanare  of  oar  iheo  Mioiiter  from  the 
Conn  of  St.  Jim^ 

It  is  taken  for  granted  that  the  present  aggniTk- 
tioas  origioBiei!  in  her  attempts  to  oramp.  tajr  de* 
strojr,  if  ecDtlemen  like  it  better,  oar  carrying- 
trade.  Tbjs  is  the  grand  pirot  on  which  thi 
irhole  machiaery  of  OBtional  honor,  and  dignity, 
and  wrongs,  and  insults,  are  made  to  tarn.  Yea. 
■ir,  this  carrying  trade  which  Spain  and  Portugal 
once  ithared,  but  could  not  retain  ;  which  Holland 
attempted  lo  monopolize;  which  Van  Tronipand 
De  Ruyter  fougbl  for,  but  which  she  was  obliged 
to  relioi^uish;  this  carrying  trade  is  the  bone  of 
eooieniiua  for  which  the  sweat,  the  blood,  the 
lives  and  fortunes,  of  the  American  people  are  I 
be  lavished  in  maiataining.  And  what  is  th 
carrying  trade?  I>  it  anytoing  different  from 
partial  right,  which  but  a  v^rr  small  pan  of  the 
eomnaunity  can  enjoy,  vhieb  but  a  small  portion 
of  that  part  do  improre?  Is  it  nota  right  which 
is  still  problematical — whether  the  exercise  is  of 
real  aaitonal  utility  1  There  are  many  who  b*' 
lieve  it  has  been  of  no  solid  advantsge  to  Great 
BrilatD  herself,  notwithstauding  sbe  has  possessed 
a  much  greaiPi  share  of  it  than  any  other  nation. 
Certainly  it  has  been  the  eaase  of  sereral  long 
and  ruiooui  wars  to  her,  and  if  we  look  back  a 
little  upon  our  own  experience  we  shall  see  it  has 
been  the  germ  from  which  has  sprung  all  our  dif 
ficulties  with  that  Government  since  the  com- 
mencoment  of  a  political  hurricane — the  French 
Revoluiioo.  Since  that  period  our  comioeree 
bas  become  a  rival  of  increasing  strength  with 
that  of  Great  Britain,  and  finding  it  to  grow  in 
this  branch  above  competition  to  the  exclusion  of 
bera,  sbe  has  commenced  a  system  lo  couataract 
it,  and  has  commeaced  it,  I  hare  no  hesitation  in 
taying  mildly,  to  what  it  will  progress,  if  we  drive 
her  ta  it.  Qentlemen  are  surely  not  unmindful  of 
the  ODtameable  pride  of  that  Ministry ;  they  cannot 
forget  that  it  is  formed  of  men  who  never  do  acta 
of  aggression  by  halves,  end  who  feel  no  other 
reatrainis  than  those  of  power.  National  rights, 
injurie^  and  insults,  are  not  eraduated  od  the 
scale  of  their  policy.  The  only  inquiries  with 
tbem  are,  Caa  we  gain  by  the  war  1  la  this  tne 
time  to  strike  the  first  blow  with  the  most  effect  T 
I  need  not  give  ao  instance  of  this  fact.  If  Great 
BriiaJD  ever  had  wailed  far  a  just  cause  of  war, 
that  is.  when  she  wished  for  it,  we  might  console 
ourselreH  with  uur  safety  in  agreeing  to  tbi»  reso- 
laiioo;  but  it  is  well  known  that  she  never  did, 
and  lit  m  V  opinion,  with  her  present  Miuister,  she 
never  will.  Do  gentlemen  then  wish  for  war? 
How  is  it  possible  ibey  can  believe  ihai  this  meas- 
ure will  DOI  produ<-e  it  T  Sir.  1  would  rather  vote 
fur  war  than  for  the  reaoluiion.  and  indii-puiabty 
it  woulJ  be  the  betier  of  the  two  evils,  iiecauKe 
under  (he  operatioa  of  the  resolution  Great  Brit- 


ain can  amuse  you  with  negotiation  till  she  had 
complpled  her  precautionary  measures,  and  would 
then  break  it  off,  or  what  is  worse,  commeece  the 
war  fiist,  and  make  that  the  denouncement  to 
your  peace  Commissioners;  whereas  the  reveiw 
would  be  the  tfffci  under  a  prompi  declaration  of 
war.  Here  we  should  strike  the  first  btow.  She 
holds  upwards  of  $20,000000  of  yoar  pablie  debt 
Her  merchants  and  capitalist^  tiutwiihsianding 
the  declaration  to  the  contrary  bv  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  J.  Ct.«T,)  I 
believe,  have  additional  enormous  sumi  in  this 
enuotry;  if  you  suffer  these  to  slip  through  your 
finders,  j^ou  may  as  well  whistle  as  attempt  ta 
make  an  impression  npon  her  afterwards.  I  know, 
sir,  the  Treaty  of  1794  bars  this  meanire;  but 
This  Committee  are  not  now  to  learn  that  Great 
Britain  henelf  bas  given  frequent  proofs  that  the 

Sarchments  of  peace  have  no  influence  over  the 
eedsof  war;  the  order  of  the  day  would  be  to  do 
each  other  rhe  most  harm,  and  we  certainly  should 
not  be  so  squeamish  as  lo  be  restricted  by  the  pro- 
visions of  a  treaty,  which  never  ought  to  have 
been  made,  from  infiiciing  the  worst  punishment 
upon  our  enemy.  But,  sir,  neither  of  these  meas- 
tires  need  be  resorted  to.  If  gentlemen  will  onljr 
delay  the  decision,  and  they  appear  very  mucn 
disposed  to  do  so,  just  time  enough  for  fuirdiseua' 
sion,  they  will  see  that  this  resolution  goes  to  th* 
destruction  of  the  great  mass  of  the  communitjr, 
itire  lacrifiee  of  the  whole  of  the  agri'- 
ittietest,  to  the  probable  advantage  uf  a 
small  portion  of  the  commercial  world.  Thera 
cannot  be  a  clearer  position  than  this;  the  whole 
of  the  agricultural  will  be  sacrificed  to  a  part  of 
'he  mercantile  interesL  A  trade  which  mubt  ha 
iupporled  by  such  means  is  not  worth  preserving; 
t  IS  in  no  way  reciprocal,  and  never  can  be  car- 
ied  on  lo  the  advantage  of  the  whole  nation, 
srhite  its  circumstances  ere  so  desperate  as  to  in- 
rolve  the  peace  and  happiness  oftW  country, 

h  it  fair  to  draw  a  comparison  between  thia 
favorite  braneh  of  commerce,  to  rapport  which 
the  whole  energies  of  the  nation  are  to  be  held  in 
quisilion,  and  the  other  branches  1     What  doea 
yield  to  the  revenue!    The  Secretary  of  iba 
Treaiury,  eagle-eyed  as  he  is,  has  searcned  the 
whole  record  thruugh,  to  the  last  paee,  and    has 
not  been  able  to  discover  more  than  ^50,000  per 
ara.    Are  gentlemen  prepared  thus  to  relin- 
quish the   sources — to  cut  up  by  the  roots  the 
"ippltesto  Oovemmeniof  at  least  S6,312,000  to 
eserve  9950,000'!    To  say  nothing  about  the 
imense  diaad vantage,  the  causes  of  such  con- 
duct should  be  most  cogent  and  necessitous.    Are 
there  any  such  causes?     To  men  whose  minds 
ire  infilled  with  those  high  notions  of  honor  and 
ligniiy  which  have  beeo  the  burden  of  ever^  war- 
speech  to  the  British  Parliament,  and  to  maintain 
which,  poor  John  Bull  has  waded  up  to  his  eyes 
in  national   debt  and  natiooal   mi.<ery,  there  mar 
lie  «uch  causes;  but  to  men  of  plain  undentnnd- 
ing,  who  measure  the  quantum  uf  national  honor 
and  dignity  abroad  by  the  degree  of  national  ha ppt- 
oessand  virtueat  home, and  whounderaitnd  nuth- 
ing  more  or  leas  by  these  terms  than  blood  and 
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iaxes  OD  the  people,  there  have  been  no  such  caases 
.Offereii.  Sir,  I  will  oever  vote  to  plunge  this  nation 
jiilo  a  war — I  believe  this  resolution  lo  be  nothing 
xhoTt  of  il — to  preserve  the  foreign,  partial  privi- 
leges and  advantages  of  any  set  of  niea,  or  the 
iieparate  interest  of  any  description  of  the  com- 
Biuoity  whatever.  By  war  w^  can  gain  iiotbiog ; 
.we  have  everything  to  lose.  Many  years  should 
'idll  over  us  before  we  admit  tnore  tnan  one  cause 
of  wafj  when  oegoiiation  has  been  exhausted. 
There  ib  a  line  round  this  country,  which  when 
fieipassed  on,  Khould  burst  the  faculties  of  every 
jman's  soul  into  haired — should  kindle  alt  the  fiery 
jkrticles  of  his  system  into  a  flame  of  vengeance 
and  redress.  It  is  upon  such  an  occasion,  when 
the  whole  mass — when  ibe  people  are  invaaed,  we 
should  think  of  war;  not  when  a  few  mercbaots 
find  themselves  hampered  by  foreign  commercial 
nguUiions-  There  are  other  remedies  for  this 
disease.  War  is  worse  than  the  disease  itself.  1 
■purn  the  tboufjhl  of  relioquishiog  any  one  right 
of  our  fellow -citizens.  I  only  wish  lo  show  tnal 
tills  il  not  the  measure  best  calculated  for  the 
present  injuries ;  and  am  I  therefore  an  enemy  of 
Ue  merchants  1  A  hatred  of  war  measures  does 
ppt  involve  ibe  idea,  but  I  freely  declare  I  am  not. 
There  are  many  among  them  whom  I  respect; 
aomel  lovej  and  when  such  permanent  commer- 
cial regulaUiins  shall  be  proposed,  as  shall  secure 
to  tbe  merchant  his  rights  and  privileges,  without 
«ndangeiin^  the  peace  of  th^  nation,  I  will  then 

KovB  as  friendly  to  his  intcreat,  ^s  I  possibly  can 
on  any  other  occasion,  to  any  separate  interest 
whatever. 

Sir,  I  un  opposed  to  this  resolution,  because, 
when  you  have  deprived  iheOovernnient  of  the 
tevenue  which  is  derived  from  tbe  importations 
contemplated  to  piobibit,  I  loow  not  how  the  de- 
ficiency is  to  be  made  good.  Genilemen  who 
,  have  digested  this  subject,  perhaps  may.  I  shall 
be  glad  to  hear  ijom  what  source  tbey  Ivill  secure 
to  the  nation  the  permanent  appropriation  of 
|S,0O0,O00  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt, 
How  will  thfy  effect  the  dishufscinenis  of  ihe 
civil  Bod  the  pension  list*  t.  How  pay  the  ainiy  1 
Bov  support  the  navy  ?  f  A  very  important  item, 
fir.)  That  QBvy  upon  which  has  been,  and  still  is 
squandered  suet)  enormous  sums  of  money^  that 
**en  ihe  Secretary  himself  cannot  tell  what  it  will 
cost  lo  lepair  a  single  frigate;  that  navy,  for  ihi 
nippori  of  which  the  expenditures  for  the  last 
year  exceeded  the  estimates  by  at  least  sixty  pi 
cent. ;  that  curious  navy,  indeed,  which  costs  lei 
to  keep  the  whole  in  service  thana  part — for  sue 
ifi  made  to  appear  by  the  report  of  estimates  an 
details  of  expenditures  on  the  table. 
.    When  the  advocates  of  the  resolution  have  done 

ibis — when  they  have  provided  for  the  ordinary, 
shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  them  on  the  extraor- 
dinary expenses  of  the  Government.  Otie  party 
ate  determined  to  fortify  New  Tork,  where  im- 
mense auma  have  beea  already  expended ;  New- 
port must  not  be  forgotten,  for  there  too  has  been 
|L  acene  of  prodigious  follv  and  extravagance;  Bal- 
timore is  not  safe;  Norfolk  is  exposed;  Charles- 
ton is  in  danger.    I  have  a  letter  in  my  pocket, 


from  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  which 
[tatea,  that  there  is  mouoted  upon  the  ruined  for- 
tiGcatiotiB  of  Charleston  but  one  gun,  and  that  is 
a  four-pounder  ona  crazy  carriage.  At  one  time, 
you  hear  that  70ur  ports  and  harbors  must  be  for- 
tified; at  another,  with  all  tbe  solemnity  of  & 
death  warning,  your  Navy  must  be  augmented. 
In  the  iiame  of  God  I  where  is  all  the  money  to 
ctrme  from?  Is  that  single,  solitary' million,  about 
which  so  much  has  been  said,  lo  do  all  tbiisl    I 

lieve,  and  I  trust  there  will  be  a  majority  with 

:,  that  neither  of  these  measures  are  necessary 
if  you  will  pursiie  a  tine  of  conduct  just  to  your- 
selves, prudent  and  moderate  to  others.  I  would 
rather  ask.  Why  are  all  these  extravagances  to 
be  blundered  into  T  Are  gentlemen  deteiihined 
war  T  If  so,  let  (hem  speak  manly  and  out- 
right^—and  then  we  shall  understand  each  otber — 
but  I  suspect  not,' con  side  ring  the  quarter  the  reso- 
lution came  from.  Why,  then,  all  this  r^hness, 
.11  this  eagerness  (o  rush  into  tbemiscbiefs  which 
iBstened  the  tuin  of  tbe  former  Administration  ; 
.nd  into  war  measur&s,  when  j^ace  is  as  desirable 
LOW  as  it  ever  was,  and  is  as  easily  maintained  7 
rbe  nation  is  prosperous  and  happy,  to  a  degree 
of  prosperity  and  happiness  the  annals  of  the 
whole  world  bear  iio  analogy.  Is  it  prudent,  is  it 
wise,  is  it  expedient  to  tear  up  the  foundations  of 
all  tnis  prosperity  and  happiness,  when  they  are 
not  even  threatened  by  the  rough,  the  unhallowed 
hanjofwar?     God  forbid! 

Take  theBritish  rule,  enforced  lately  in  itsgreal- 
est  latitude.  It  does  not'afiect  the  ezpoitattons  of 
'  own  products,  in  the  least,  nor  your  imparts 
lomestic  consumption,  or  the  exportation  of 
the  surplus  of  that  trade,  except  as  to  the  regula- 
tions of  reshipment.  Those  branches  of  com- 
merce remain  as  free  and  as  unshackled  as  fotr 
merly.  What  is  the  comparative  importance  of 
Ihe  carrving  trade  with  these  1  Their  interests 
lUQ  parallel  with  the  other  great  interests  of  the 
community,  and  are  so  intimately  coanecied  that 
the  vibration  of  a  stroke  on  bee,  is  sensibly  felt 
by  all  the  rest.  But  this  other  branch,  this  carry- 
iag  trade,  carries  no  prFnciple  of  reciprocation 
with  it,  bulls  entirely  confined  lo  the  few  mer- 
chants who  emhark  in  it.  In  wliat  degree  are  the 
general  interests  of  the  nation  a  fleeted,  by  the 
right  which  that  honorable  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr.  CROWNiNsHiGLn)  has,  of  lading 
his  ship  at  Batavia  with  cotton,  and  carrying  it 
round  to  Caqton  upon  freight  1  Sofatasityields 
him  a  profit  I  rejoice,  ind  wish  to  maintain  the 
fight  for  him  I  but,  certainly,. not  at  tbe  expense 
of  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  the  whole  people, 
especially  when  they  are  no  sharers  with  him._ 

We  have  witnessed,  and  sorely  felt,  tbe  injustice 
and  deliberate  robbery  of  Great  Britain  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  to  a  tenfold  greater  degree  of  Im- 
portance than  the  present,  yet  she  retracted  hec 
errors,  and  made  us  amicable  adjustment  of  the 
injuries.  Shalt  we  take  the  same  impol-iaDt  stand 
now,  upon  a  less  important  occasion,  than  we  did 
then?  I  hope  not,  sir.  At  any  rate,  let  us  go  lo 
this  work  With  clean  hands.  Before  we  attempt 
to  coerce  Great  Britain  into  justice,  we  should  set 
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hei  an  example  of  it  la  [hera  inj  geotkipania 
tbis  House  prepared  Co  wy  our  merchants  hare 
oot  giieii  some  cauM  of  aifgressioa  1  H^Te  they 
■erer  been  dp tectetj  covenng  eDemiea'  properly  1 
Is  it  rpasoukhle  to  b«liev«  t£ete  ii  aclire  Ameri- 
aa  capital  enough  to  carry  od  ih«  inda  of  Fnnce, 
Spain,  Hollaad,  and  onr  own  besidsi  1  I  presume 
not,  air.  We  ilioDld  look  well  to  oar  own  act* 
faafore  we  commence  wsr  upon  another  DaiioB  fer 
ii«  injustice  toward*  u>. 

1  cHnnot  vote  for  this  resriottoD.  I  beliere  it 
calculated  to  produce  in^ater  iDJuriea  than  are 
noir  complsiDed  of,  ana  not  redress  for  those  al- 
ready committed.  I  tdiould  abtise  the  indulgeoce 
of  the  Committee,  lo  show  that  Great  Eritaia 
would  g^D  to  war  with  you,  rather  than  remain  at 
peace  under  the  operation  of  a  law  bottomed  on 
uis  resolution.  There  is  do  propositioii  clearer  to 
my  mind.  It  would  l)e  equally  a  loss  of  time,  Ip 
groTe  th»t  peace  is  the  true  mteiest  of  this  coun- 
ty; the  whole  owbp  attest  it.  V^Ul  vou  outr 
nge  tt^t  general  tentiment  by  ^doplipg  lAemeos- 
«rea  Irast  calcukifid  to  procure  a  change  of  her 
UJMticel 

The  influence  of  this  leaolntion,  if  agtead  to^ 
will  bp  incKlcalahle.  Thouaapde  of  innoflent  per- 
Mos  most  ioeTitably  fall  tacriScea  to  it*  enopDOua. 
pressure.  It  will  throw  coitvulsions  over  the 
whole  body  politic.  It  is  to  avoid  ibase  conrnl- 
aiona,  tq  flpare  the  apasms  neceasarity  reHittiog. 
therefrom,  to  every  peighborhood  in  the  United 
States,  that  I  vote  against  it. 

What  will  be  its  opentioa  op  the  banking  in- 
terest 1  Sir,  if  it  could  snoihilate  the  whole  ays- 
t/^ia,  if  it  cptild  einse  every  fragment  of  its  massy 
^alls,  without  tearing  dpwn  pthera,  I  ^puld  le- 
joipe;  for  I  hoIieTe  ih^  very  system  to  he  q  oatioDBl 
qurae,  erMling  the  most  potent  politv^l  engine 
against  the  freedom  of  ogr  insliiutions  that  can 
be  deviaed.  But.  this  is  impoeaihle.  The  mercan- 
tile world  is  BO  snTsloped  in  bank  inOnenoe,  that 
they  feel  n  run  on  the  banks  ae  they  wonld  a  ahoek. 
of  electricity.  There  are  established  within  the 
Oniled  States,  not  less  then  eighty  banks,  which 
keep  agoat,  eeriainlv,  at  least  raty-five  miHionaef 
paper  dpllara.  Will  gentlemen  venltfre  on  a  line 
of  policy  which  shalf  promptly  stop  such  an  im- 
mense circulating  representative  of  specie  with- 
out previous  cgncert,  without  previous  notice  2 
Indisputably,  the  merchant  would  be  the  first  vic- 
tim ;  but  the  destruction  woijld  not  stop  wfth  hiio, 
nor  can  any  gentleman  say  where  it  would  stop, 
ibr  merchapts  are  so  much  like  bricks  which  tittle 
boys  set  up  in  rows  for  their  amusement,  knock 
cue  down  and  they  all  go.  When  a  merchant 
fails,  all  within  the  vortex  of  his  endorsements 
and  his  interests  fail  with  him. 

I  mean  not  to  be  presumptuous.  It  is  with  great 
diffidence  I  ask,  What  would  be  the  effect  of  a 
course  of  conduct  like  this?  Let  the  Congress 
of  the  United  Stales  declare,  in  a  manly  ana  dig- 
nified manner,  what  are  the  rights  of  citizens  of 
this  country  which  they  are  determined  to  main- 
tain. Let  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  open  a  new  negotiation  with  the 
Court  of  St.  James,  and  in  aijditian  to  atich  rep- 


resentations as  he  shall  think  proper  to  make,  to 
lay  this  declaration  before  that  Court,  together 
with  such  commercial  resuUcions  as  may  b<l 
adopted.  The  commeTcial,  the  mannfacturinf 
interest  of  that  country,  understand  so  thoroughly 
their  connexion  with  this,  it  is  reasonable  to  be^ 
lieve  that  their  inflneoce,  which  is  adiniited  to  bt 
very  greit  with  the  Ministry,  will  induce  It  Ip 
tread  back  those  steps  of  wanton  and  iinprovoked 
injuries  they  have  made  upon  our  fellow  citizenL 
and  to  which  their  own^ense  of  justice  might  ncrt 
otherwise  lead  them. 

1  cannot  refrain  fropi  entreating  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  to  an  act  which  passed  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  at  the  special  influence  of 
that  particular  description  of  merchants  who  are 
now  loud^t  in  th^ ir  complaints.  It  is  dated,  SI^ 
February,  1805.    The  second  section  reads  thus : 

"  Thftt  it  ahail  be  lawful  for  any  ship  or  rtmA  ttt 
ptoeaed  with  any  gooda,  warea,  or  marchandiaa,  brought 
in  her,  and  which  ihall,  in  the  manireit  delivered  to  the 
collector  of  the  ciiatoma,  be  reported  w  deatined  or  in- 
tended for  any  foreign  port  or  place,  from  the  dlatriel 
within  which  luch  rtdp  or  veaael  ahall  airiTe,  to  sndi 
foreign  port  or  place,  without  piyias,  or  aecaring  the 
payment  of  sdt  dutiea  upon  aucb  goods,  wans,  or  mer- 
chandise, aa  Hball  'be  actually  re-esportod  In  the  aaid 
ship  or  Tflasel,"  Ac 

From  this  act  may  be  fairly  dated  the  Briti^ 
doctrine,  Not  content  with  the  then  facilities  cf 
their  carrying  trade,  wjtb  which  they  were  grow- 
ing wealthy,  they  mnst  have  ihein  increased ;  thej^ 
grew  covetous  of  (he  small  duty  the)r  paid  to  Qor- 
ernment  for  the  nedtral  character  it  gave  their 
cargoes ;  they  were  unwilling  that  the  poor  d^r^ 
laborer  who  unloaded  and  reladed  tneir  reaael^ 
should  partake  of  the  blessings  of  this  trade,  th^ 
grasped  at  that  pittapce  too.  Is  it  to  beexpecte^ 
sit,  that  we  shall  llius  extend  this  branch  of  eooi- 
merce,  with  which  we  are  always  clashing  witn 
Qreat  Britain,  and  she  will  sit  still,  an  idtespeclir 
tori  Here,  then,  the  merchants  understand  m& 
The  caiiying  merchant^,  and  their  fViends,  havf 
dished  up  their  own  injuries.  For  one,  I  am  de? 
termined  not  to  work  out  their  salvation  at  thq 
expense  of  everything  dear  to  the  nation. 

Mr.  BiowELL.~Mt.  Chnirman:  I  capie  into 
the  House  this  morning  with  an  intention  not  to 
trouble  you  with  any  observations  on  the  iutet- 
esling  subject  which  has  been  several  days  under 
consideratioo ;  aqd  I  do  not  now  iittend  to  entef 
into  a  discission  of  the  particular  measure  prol 
posed  in  the'  resolution  on  your  table.  But  tfu; 
debate  lias  taken  suc1f  a  coiirse  that  I  am  induced 
to  req^uest  youf  attention,  a  few  minutes,  to  the 
exiraoidip^rj  view  which  has  been  ej;l)jV^d  pC 
our  dispute  with  Oreat  Britain. 

A  gentleman  from  Qflorgia  {Mr.  Eably^  res- 
leiday  told  iia  that  a  general  aljitm  b«n  "44^ 
pervaded  the  nation,  tespecling  our  ielA>>ons  witl^ 
GreatBriiain;  butitl^ad  been  excited  by  i|u;off- 
reot  views  of  the  atate  of  the  dispute,  and  wbaoi 
the  subject  ahoald  bt.  ikirty  explained  and  righdc 
understood,  Ihealirm  would snbside.  Haadded, 
that  the  carrying  trade,  out  of  whieh  oar  diSat* 
ences  bare  ^wn,  is  of  Lttle  valae  and  not  ww 
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thy  of  naiional  proieetian.  The  tame  opini 
in  Bubsiaoc'.  wia  expressed  on  a  TormeT  daj  by  a 
genilpmin  rrorn  Virgiaia.  (Mr.  J.  Randolph,) 
and  you  hare  juat  beard  il  repeated  by  theeen- 
tleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  D.  R.  Wil- 
liams,) who  last  addreesed  you. 

I  agree  wiib  ibese  genllemen  that,  in  order  to 
deterniLiie  what  LegisFative  measures,  if  any, are 
DeceiFBry  to  be  adopted,  it  it  importBnl,  in  the 
first  place,  to  uodcrsiaod  ihe  true  nature  and  ex- 
tent  of  the  coDiroveny  between  the  IwO  Got- 
ernineDts;  and,  as  their  nnderGtanding  of  il  ii 
very  different  from  mine,  1  beg  the  Committee  to 
wcorapauy  me  in  a  concise  review  of  it. 

The  iujuriei  complained  of  are  all  on  one  tide, 
tnd  are  eniireiy  without  proTocatioa.    Great  Bi' 
taiu  has  no  cau*e  of  complaint  against  us;  oi 
Gorernmenl  ba*  be«D  conducttd  in  such  a  ma) 
ner  as  to  give  her  no  occasion  for  ofience- 

The  claims,  on  our  part,  relate  to  two  classes 
of  injuries — the  itnpres«meni  of  our  seamen,  i 
the  seizure  and  condemDailon  of  our  vessels 
ga^ed  ia  a  neutral  trade.    The  acts  thus  c< 
plained  of  as  injuries,  are  undeniable  facts.    1 
cerlaiD  that  Great  Britain  does  impress  our  citi- 
UoB  and  compel  ibem  to  serve  on  board  her  abips 
of  war;  and  that  sbe  does  also  seize  and  condemn 
TCBwb  belonging  to  citizen*  of  theUaitpd  States, 
and  their  cargoes,  being  the  bona  ^de  property  of 
American  citizen*,  not  contraband  of  war,  and 
not  proceeding  to  places  besieged  or  blockaded, 
under  ihc  preteii  of  their  being  engaged  in  time 
of  war  in  a  trade  with  her  enemies,  which  was 
Boi  allowed  io  a  time  of  peace. 

Agaiost  these  injuries,  our  Executive,  through 
the  proper 'Organ  of  negotiation,  has  offered  re- 
peated leuioDs  I  ranees,  and  made  a  determined 
•land  io  behalf  of  the  United  States.  Thest:  are 
the  two  great  points  in  dispute.  They  were  in 
general  terms  communicated  to  as  in  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  at  the  commencement  of  the  seB- 
■ion,  and  more  particularly  in  his  subsequent 
Me:«age  of  the  17ih  of  January,  to  which  I  bes 
leave  to  recall  the  atieniion  of  the  Committee.  It 
is  in  these  words: 

"In  m;  Maiisgaloboth  HoniMof  ConBieiB,at  the 
'  oyeoins  o(  theii  pruent  MaUou,  I  lubmitted  lo  their 
aUcDlion,  tmons  other  autgects,  Ibe  opprewion  of  our 
commerce  and  nivigBtion  bj  the  inegular  practices  of 
•mied  vecwlB,  public  and  private,  uid  by  the  introduc- 
lioD  of  new  principles  derogitory  of  th*  righta  of  neu- 
'  triU,  and  unacknowledged  b;  the  usage  of  nations- 
The  mpinoriali  of  leverHl  bodies  of  merchinta  of  the 
United  Btatn  ue  now  connnunic&lcd,  and  will  devel- 

XI  these  principles  tnd  pmctices  which  ar«  produ- 
g  the  most  mmoui  iffects  on  our  lawful  commeTce 
and  navigation. 

"  The  ligfit  of  •  neutral  to  carry  on  eommercUl  in- 
tsrconiM  with  ever;  put  of  Ifee  donmions  of  a  bal- 
l^l^erent,  permitted  1^  the  laws  of  Iha  country,  (vrith 
As  eieeptien  of  blockaded  porta  and  oontxaband  of 
war,}  waa  balHMd  to  have  bMn  decided  brtween  Great 
Britain  and  the  Unitad  State*  bj  the  •eotenn  of  their 
CommiaaoneTt  nntaally  appointed  to  decide  on  that 
■nd  other  qusalione  of  diflerence  l>etweeD  the  two  na- 
tioo*,  and  by  the  aotoal  payment  of  the  datnagaa 
kWaid*d  I9  thtm  against  Great  Biitaia  for  the  in&ac- 


tioiu  of  that  right.  When,  therefore,  il  wu  perceived 
that  the  same  principle  was  revived,  with  othen  more 
novel,  and  extending  the  injury,  inatractions  were 
given  to  tha  MiniMer  Pienipotsnliaty  of  the  TJnitMl 
Sutei  at  the  Court  of  London,  and  remonitiancM 
duly  made  by  him  on  the  sobjeet,  aa  will  appear  by  th» 
document*  trannuitlcd  bemviil).  Tbeae  were  ftA- 
lowed  by  a  partial  and  temporary  nupmBoa  only,  witb- 
ont  any  disavowal  of  the  principle.  He  baa,  there- 
fore, Iwen  instructed  10  urge  ttiia  subject  anew,  t» 
bring  it  more  fully  to  lbs  bar  of  reaaon  and  toindMon 
rights  too  evident  and  too  Important  to  be  aurrendered. 
In  the  meantinie  tlie  evil  is  pioceeding,  under  adjadi- 
cations  founded  on  the  principle  which  is  denied.  Un- 
der these  circnmatancei,  tha  subject  preaenta  itadf  fin 
the  consideiaUoo  of  Congieas. 

"  On  the  impresament  of  oar  aeaDien,  onr  remon- 
strenccahava  never  been  intermitted.  A  hope  eiisted, 
St  one  moment,  of  *n  arrangement,  which  might  have 
been  submitted  to,  but  it  soon  passed  awsy,  and 
the  prarltce,  thongh  relaxed  at  times  in  the  diatant 
aees,  has  been  eonatantly  pqnued  in  those  of  our 
neigfabortiood.  Tlie  groon^  on  whi(^  tha  redaiaa- 
tion*  on  tbia  aabjecl  have  been  nrged,  will  appear  in  *a 
extract  from  inatmctioni  to  onr  Minister  at  LondoUr 
now  eoBununicated." 

The  instractioDS  here  referred  to,  interesting  mM 
they  are,  need  not  at  present  be  brought  into 
riew.  But,  to  show  the  precise  points  indispate, 
you  will  pemit  me  to  read  the  paragmpb  respect- 


ing ei 


able 
presented  by  Mr.  Monroe,  oar  Minis- 
ter at  the  Court  of  London.  On  the  subject  of 
our  neutral  trade,  he  tMti  to  Lord  MulgtaTe,  the 
British  Secretary  of  Bute,  that 

"The  vessels  condemned  were  engagedin  a  com- 
merce between  the  United  State*  and  some  port  in 
Europe,  or  between  tho*e  Statea  and  the  West  India 
island*,  belonging  to  an  enemy  of  Great  Britain,    bt 


Indict,  it  oonsiited  of  the  goad*  of  th*  Power  to  whidt 
th*  colony  tielonged,  and  to  which  the  *bip  wa*  da^ 
tined.  Tw  ^p  end  cargo  in  avery  caae  were  the 
proper^  (rf  American  ciliMna,  and  th*  eaiie  had  been 
landed,  and  the  duly  on  it  paid  in  the  United  Statea. 
It  was  decided  that  these  voyage*  were  eontinnoua^ 
and  die  veasels  tnd  cargoes  were  condemned,  on  the 

Srindpte  that  the  commerce  wis  illcgtl.  I  b^  10  ro- 
!r  more  especitlly  in  this  statement  lo  the  c*m  of  the 
Ettei,  an  appeal  from  tha  jtidgment  of  the  Vice-Ad- 
miralty Court  at  New  Providence,  in  which  the  Loida 
Commisaioners  of  Appeal  estabtished  this  doctrine." 

Here  is  the  new  principle  which  Great  Brilain, 
through  the  '  '       ■  .    ■  ->-    "  •■ 

law  of  nations,  and  which  Mr.  Monroe,  iu  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  instructions 
from  the  Executive,  has  met  with  a  firm  and 
manlv  remonstrance.  This  is,  then,  the  point  on 
which  issuers  joined  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments. The  question  relates  to  the  carriage  of 
cargoes,  which,  though  of  foreign  produclion,  are 
the  bona  ^de  property  of  American  cittzeos,  on 
board  American  veesels.  It  has  no  relation  10 
goods  belonging  10  foreigners  shipped  in  Ameri- 
can bottoms.  That  was  □oceHconiroveried  point, 
but  it  is  at  present  entirely  out  of  the  qnestion. 


ough  the  organ  of  her  Admiralty  Courts,  di- 
tea  by  the  Ministry,  ba«  interpolated  into  her 
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IS  the  Norlbetn  Poweriof  Europe,  mtda 
efforts  to  introduce,  by  coDTeiitioDBl  arraoge- 
men  Ik,  (he  doctrine,  that  free  sbiTO  sbonliJ  make 
free  goods— that  the  property  of  belligerents  might 
be  carried  on  board  of  netttral  bottoms,  free  from 
teiiare  and  search.  Great  Britain  refused  to  ad- 
mil  the  principle.  By  onr  treaty  of  1791,  it  was 
aolemnly  reiuMinced  on  oar  part,  and  has  oerer 
tinee  been  reaunied.  It  wonld  not  now  indeed  be 
ao  importam  as  formerly,  for  then  the  eapitsi  of 
our  merchants  was  not  soffieient  to  enable  tbem 
generally  to  be  owners  <rf  the  cargoes  carried  in 
our  ressels.  Our  merckntile  capital  not  being 
equal  to  our  tonaage,  it  was  an  object  witb  our 
ahip-owners  to  carry  the  oaraoes  af  other  nations, 
especially  of  belligerents,  on  freight.  That  freight- 
ing  trade  has,  in  a  fft^^'  measure,  ceased.  We 
are  do  longer  mere  Irei^blers  for  foreigners,  but 
bare  become  the  carrien  of  foreigo  as  well  as 
Baiive  produce,  on  otir  own  eapitu,  and  for  our 


This 


of  otir  carrying  trade. 

There  are  lostancea,  oo  doubt,  although  eom- 
paratirely  few  of  them,  of  the  carriage  of  prop- 
erty belonging  to  foreigners  in  American  vessels, 
on  freight.  There  may  be  cases  of  fraudulent 
attempts  to  cover  helligarent  property  under 
Amenoan  namea,  with  a  view  to  giro  it  an  ap- 
parent neutral  character.  Such  eases  have  oc- 
eorred.  There  always  have  been,  and  so  long  as 
human  nature  continues  deprared,  there  always 
will  be,  frauds  committed  in  every  line  of  bnti- 
neM,  and  among  every  dcaoriplioti  of  men.  The 
covering  of  property,  owned  by  belligerents,  un- 
der American  papers,  is  by  no  means  confined  to 
articles  prodoeed  in  foreign  conn  tries.  It  is  equal- 
ly applicable,  and  probaMv  as  often  in  fact  ap- 
jdied,  to  the  productions  of  the  United  Slates.  It 
IS  tts  practicable,  for  instaaoe.  and  the  temptation 
isas  alroDg  toooDceal  under  American  names  and 
papers,  a  cargo  of  Virginia  tobacco  or  Pe nosy  1- 
Tania  flour,  purchased  here  hy  a  French  or  Span- 
ish, or  Dotcn  merchant,  or  his  factor,  as  it  would 
be  to  give  sucb  neutral  appeftiKnee  to  a  cargo 
consisting  of  the  produce  of  any  of  their  colo- 
niea.  In  either  esse,  our  laws  give  no  encour- 
agement or  protection.  We  are  not  called  upon 
to  extend  the  protecting  arm  of  QoTernmeot,  and 
if  we  were,  we  should  be  under  no  obligation, 
and,  I  presume,  should  feel  no  inclination  to  ' 


frauds,  in 

laws  of  nations,  are  left  to  suffer  the  consequen- 
ces of  their  eonducL  Their  {HUperty  is  liable  to 
forfeiture;  such  cases,  however,  are  not  within 
the  qnealiofl  pending  between  the  United  Slates 
and  Greet  Britain,  although  they  have  been  art- 
fully or  igaorantly  confounded  witb  it,  to  the  prs- 
jodice  of  the  claim  asserted  bv  our  GoTernmeot. 
That  claim,  as  Mr.  Monroe  bas  correetlv  stated 
it,  embracesonly  the  6aRa./!d«  property  of  Amer- 
ican citizens,  carried  in  American  vessels. 

The  adjadicatioas,  as  reported,  and  as  referred 
to  by  Mr.  Monroe,  are  bottomed  on  ibe  principle 
that,  although  tiie  ptopwijr  ia  Anaericao,  and 


therefore  neutral,  yet,  as  it  was  produced  in  an 
enemy's  colony,  and  is  proceeding  to  the  mother 
eouclry  of  that  colony,  or  mce  vena,  either  di- 
rectly  or  after  an  imfMriation  into  the  United 
Stales^  with  an  intention  of  re-exportation,  tb« 
trade  in  which  it  is  so  carried,  not  having  bacB 
llowed  to  us  by  the  betilgeretit  in  time  of  peace, 
s  it  is  in  time  of  war,  is  an  illicit  trade,  af  it  re- 
spects Great  Biiiain,  and  the  ressels  and  cargota 
engaged  in  it,  therefore,  liable  to  be  seized  ami 
"  idemned. 

n  some  cases,  the  fact  assumed,  as  the  gronnd 
of  condemnation,  that  the  trade  was  not  allowed 
and  enjoyed  in  time  of  peace,  is  not  true.  It 
can  be  proved  from  auifaentie  documents — the  offi- 
cial siatemenis  from  our  Treasury  Department- 
founded  on  the  custom-house  returns,  that,  with 
!  of  those  coantriea,  we  did  carry  on  an  im- 
poriant  export  trade,  in  a  time  of  peace,  before  the 
present  war.  In  those  cBses,ourOovernmenithera- 
lore  may  deny  the  fact,  as  well  as  the  principle  oa 
which  the  condemnations  have  been  founded. 
For  the  correctness  of  this  observation,  genilemea 
are  referred  to  the  official  statemenls  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury. 

But  the  principle  of  the  adjodications  cannot 
be  admitted.  The  reason  alleged  in  support  of 
it  is,  that  such  a  trade,  in  time  of  war,  although 
not  in  articles  commonly  considered  contraband, 
nor  with  places  beiie^d  or  blockaded,  is  benefi- 
cial to  the  belligerent,  and  increases  his  means  of 
war.  Their  reasoning  goes  beyond  their  rul^ 
and  is  equally  applicable  to  other  eases,  to  which 
it  has  not  yet  been  applied.  The  whole  trade  b^ 
tweeo  a  belligerent  and  a  neutral,  even  in  articlea 
produced  in  tne  country  of  the  latter,  is  beneficial 
to  the  former.  It  adds  to  his  ability  to  proscenia 
the  war ;  and  may,  therefore,  for  the  same  reason, 
be  iQterdicted  by  an  opposite  belligerent.  The 
principle,  carried  through,  will  deny  ua  the  Irans- 
porlatioD,  not  merely  of  the  produce  of  belliger- 
ent countries,  but  the  whole  of  onr  exports  and 
imports  to  and  from  those  eountriee,  including  the 
prodnee  of  our  own.  It  aims  a  mortal  blow  at 
our  carrying  trade. 

We  have  reason  to  believe  that  Great  Britain 
is  aeiing  upon  a  systematic  calculation,  and  with 
a  design  to  engross  ibe  commerce  of  the  world. 
She  calculates  upon  our  local  interests,  our  party 
divisions,  end  a  continoed  opposition  to  our  Gor- 
ernmetit,  to  disablens  from  uniting  in  any  effectual 
aounteraeiioo  of  her  measures.  Under  an  impres- 
sion that  our  Biecutive  will  not  be  effectually 
supported  in  the  positioo  he  has  assumed  against 
her  claims,  she  has  taken  this  first  step  in  her  sya- 
tera  to  ascertain,  by  the  experimenL  how  much 
we  will  bear,  and  bow  far  she  can  safely  go  in  ap* 
plying  her  new  principle.  If  we  snbtnit,  ifwe 
do  not  make  it  her  interest  to  stop,  she  will  pro* 
ceed  in  her  eocroachments,  as  surely  and  as  steadi- 
ly as  time  advances. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  says,  we  had  bet- 
ter sacrifice  our  carrying  trade  than  onr  agricul- 
ture. Indeed,  he  thinks  it  a  question  whether  that 
trade  is  not,  upon  the  whole,  injuriona  rather  than 
adTantagcoos  to  aa,  in  a  natioiial  view.    I  agrea 
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UABca,iaM. 


wilk  tint  geodemaa  asd  the  geitleman  from 
Tifginia,  is  aoe  poiai— the  supenof  iinpoTtaDce 
of  agricttliuM.  It  ii,  ID  my  etiunation,  ine  moit 
important,  tb«  primary  iotereU  of  ibe  United 
State*,  coisidered  in  rolation  either  to  the  num- 
ken  HBployed  in  it,  or  the  utiUCy  and  neceujty 
of  their  emplojmeiit.  This  is  true  of  ike  United 
StatM  lu  a  Bation.  I  beUe*e  it  it  also  true  of 
«*«iy  patiicolar  State.  1  am  sore  it  u  of  that 
with  which  I  am  beat  aoqvaiiited — my  owo  na- 
tive State.  It  is  emphatically  so  of  the  district 
wttiok  I  have  the  hoaof  to  rq>reseDi  od  the  ftoor 
of  this  E£o«Ke;  for,  like  the  geotlemen  from  Vii- 
^oia  aad'Qaiuf  ia,  I  stand  here  aa  the  repreaeota- 
taaeof  atfagiicultntal  district.  Hy  eonatiuieou, 
Moit  of  them,  are  proprietors  ud  coUtTaion  of 
the  soil  Bu^  sir,  I  am  ooafident  that  I  truly  rep- 
MMUt  tham  in  deeiaria^  the  opinioo,  that  agrieui- 
lOK  anA  commeroc  ueiasenaraUy  connecicd  and 
Bntaally  dependent.  Their  oennezioa  and  de- 
pniknoe  grow  oat  of  the  nataral  litoatioa  and 
oireoautaaeea  of  otir  cooolry,  and  the  immamo- 
tial  usage  and  habitB  of  our  people,  l^e  God  of 
Hetiran  has  here  joined  them  together,  and  it 
would  be  not  lesa  impious  than  impolitio  to  at- 
irmpl  to  disjoin  them  and  set  then  in  hostile  ar- 
ny  Bg«iaat  eaek  other.  Then  is  no  cauec  for 
moh  an  unnatural  hostility,  bat,  on  the  contrary, 
crery  mtioaal  motlre  for  reciprocal  assistance 
•Bi  Mipport    Sir,  the  prodoce  of  our  farms,  be- 

Cad  o«i  own  eoaaumplian.  mast  perish  oa  our 
nds,  or  lathM  there  would  soon  be  no  such  snt- 
(hu  product^  if  ihei«  were  no  commerce  to  ear- 
tr  it  10  foreign  marketa,  and  to  bring  as,  in  raturn, 
Ine  ptodnctiona  of  other  cottnlriea,  which  we  waat 
ud  they  can  spare.  Thniathereryeodofcom- 
MOfB*.  Bach  a  eommeecial  eichan^  moltipliee 
(be  com&Mto  and  iacreaaei  the  happiness  of  man- 
kind. 

The  average  annoal  prodoce  of  the  United  States, 
heyond  what  We  eootume  oarselvei,  according  to 
dtelaieTmscry  statement  of  oorespoils,  amounts 
JB  ntne  to  about  forty  millions  of  dollars.  It  is 
MRied  to  maiiet  chiefly  by  otir  ow«  citizens,  and 
in  our  own  ressels,  not  a  tenth  part  of  our  im- 
norts  or  exports  being  now  shipped  in  Ibicugo 
DMtonu.  By  the  eatcrprise  of  out  merahants, 
these  nalire  exports  an  oarried  to  every  part  of 

£a  habiinUe  globe  that  is  open  to  our  Haoe.  We 
ns  have  the  Msefitof  a  okoiceof  markets,  which 
we  would  not  have  were  oar  commerce  more 
limited,  as  it  ccruinly  would  be,  if  it  were  in  the 
hands  of  foreigners  instead  of  otu  own  enlerpris- 
iiig  eitizcDs.  Our  produce,  thus  expected,  is  mai- 
kMed  wherever  the  greatest  demand  for  it  is  found. 
It  is  not  it  oannot  be,  generally  sold  for  specie. 
It  must  M  exchanged  for  the  pradDctioas  or  man- 
■iaclures  of  the  mpectire  conntriet  where  the 
•ales  are  effected.  If  they  were  limited  to  specie, 
«  even  to  snch  articles  trf  barter  as  mttst  be  con- 
anmed  in  the  United  States,  the  sales  would  ne- 
•eMorily  be  less  odvanlageotu,  and  the  market 

e ices  of  oar  own  produce  proportionahly  lower. 
hs  oominoditiet  received  in  exchange^  consti- 
UMoi  the  retoTu  cargo.  When  it  arrives  hecc,  it 
it  u  lawfuUf  and  heaeetly  the  pnqwny  of  the 


importing  mercknnl,and  as  ti«lj  the  object  of 
leoal  protection  end  free  disposal  as  if  he  had  him- 
»^  rallied  it  out  of  the  loii,  or  purchased  it  from 
the  larmers.  Bot  thedemand  ior  home  oonsump- 
tioD  may  be  already  supplied  by  other  similat  im- 
portationt,  or  the  cargo  may  not  be  adapted  to 
our  market.  In  that  case  it  must  either  ne  lost 
or  re-exported  to  a  fore^  market,  and  there  di» 
posed  of  for  cash,  or  in  ezebange  for  other  articles 
of  commeree.  The  imporlatiou  Into  the  United 
States,  as  stated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasoiy, 
amount  to  seventy-six  millions  of  dollars  a  year, 
camparior  tbem  by  the  scale  on  which  the  a4 
valortm  duties  ore  oalculaeed,  that  is,  by  adding 
from  ten  to  twenty  pel  eent.  on  the  prime  cost 
and  charges;  but,  reckoned  aecording  to  theii 
coat  and  charge^  their  amount  is  sixty-aeren  mil- 
lions. Of  these  liiqKwt^  it  appears  that  Iwenly- 
eight  milUona  and  a  hall  are  re-exported,  and  tha 
lesidoeconsumed  among  us.  This  re-ex portatioa 
of  imported  articlei  is  connected  with  the  sales 
of  oar  native  exports,  and  indeed  grows  out  of 
them.  By  wav  of  remittance,  it  is  afso  connected 
with  the  purchase  et^  and  payment  for,  the  im- 
ports whicn  are  consumed  in  the  United  Statea. 
It  is,  in  short,  an  essential  link  in  the  chain  of  oar 
commerce.  It  is  a  fair  aod  valuable  part  of  out 
carrying  ti^de,  and  not,  as  baa  beea  repraaeated, 
a  "laetilioos  interest,"  a  "mercantile  JiBigoa,''  m. 
"  fraudnleot  epeeulBtion." 

jH Whatever  may  be  the  aumeationB  of  theocy,  ii 
is  toe  lata  to  think  seriously  of  introducing  the 
Chinese  policy,  aod  withdrawing  our  eitiaeiie 
from  all  commercial  purauila.  The  Unitrd  Biatca 
ai«  not  a  mere  "laoa  animal,"  (o  tue  the  figun- 
live  deacriptioD  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir^nia, 
bnl  a  water  animal  also.  Oar  people,  front  their 
colonial  in&ncy,  have  always  keen  a  mereantike 


aa  well  as  an  agrieultaral  people.  If  » 
wasBotorigiiialTy  their  nattuol  em  ploymi 
has  given  it  the  force  of  second  nature.    Before 


md^ModeiM^  the  reatrainia  imposed  oa  the 
trade  of  the  coloniei,  by  the  (^ralion  of  the  Brit- 
ish navigation  act.  unmed  one  of  the  stnircea  of 
oar  complaint,  and  one  of  the  csusBs  of  tfae  Rev- 
olution. Theregalaiionof  foreign  commerce,  not 
being  provided  fornnder  the  Articles  of  Confeder- 
ation, was  one  of  the  principal  obieats  for  which 
a  conventitm  was  called,  and  the  Federal  Consti- 
tion  framed  and  adopted. 

The  desiga  of  the  Constitution,  aa  expressed  is 
the  preamble,  was,  anu)ng  other  things,  "  to  pn^ 
vide  for  the  comuum  ddTence  and  promote  the 
geoeral  welfare;"  not  for  the  exclnsive  benefit  of 
eithe*  &rmers,  or  machants,  or  mechanics,  oi 
sailors,  or  any  other  class  of  citizeos  alone ;  hut 
for  the  general  welfare  of  all  classes,  whether  at 
sea  or  on  land ;  not  for  the  defence  of  agrieultare 
or  manu&ctures  ooly,bat  for  thecommon defence 
ofaUour  national  intemsts,  iocludiog  commetef 
among  the  rest.  This  appeals  to  me  to  be  tha 
fair  caostrticlion  of  the  Conslitnttoa. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  has  ttdd  us,  that 
this  (utnect  bears  upon  loeal  interests  j  that  it  is 
itself  a  local  question,  and  is  to  he  so  considered 

'  '    "   '      '  e  are  local  interr 
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wU,  utd  they  aomeiiinea  ioflueDce  our  d^litiem- 
tiops.  I  was  never  more  *eosible  of  their  exist- 
ence or  tbeir  influeoce,  tban  duriog  the  preaent 
discuEsioD,  I  thiok  I  can  diaeerD  tbeir  operation 
vaibat  geDilemao's  opiuioDs and  arguments;  and 
llje  may,  perbtps,  perceive  them  in  mine ;  for  it  is 
Tain  to  bout  ofejcemplion'from  such  prejudices. 
But,  sir,  let  as  oliey  tbe  injuDctton  of  tlie  Consii- 
UitioD,  and  tfae  dictate  o£  diuy.  Lei  tis  endeavoF 
^l  piatd  againti  those  locaJiliei  and  coir"°''"'~''- 
<t(  inttrwt.  Let  us  take  a  fair  view  of : 
. ground,  and  bestow  (he  national  proteci 
uricultuie  and  commerce  in  prpportioa  lo  men 
lelatiTe  degrees  of  importance.  I  urn  aware  (bat 
^e  latter  is  not  susceptible  of  the  same  perfect  de< . 
ffnce  as  the  former,  because  one  is  within  our 

Sva  exclusive  iuristfictioa,  and  the  o(her  is  ou 
at  element  which  is  the  common  jurisdiction  of 
all  natioiu.  It  is,  aeTcrtheless,  entitled  to  a  rea- 
foDable  proteclioD,  adapted  lo  its  oatare.  That 
potlioQ  of  it  whicliis  qow  attacked,  is,  in  thelan- 
juBze  of  the  Excculive,  "  too  important  (o  he  aur- 
rendered."  There  is  no  need  of  a  surrender.  By 
proper  re^ulalious  comraerce  will  furnish  ihi 
means  of  its  own  prolection. 

The  cecoad  f'rfiupd  of  complaint  against  Great 
Britain  is,  tbe  imiuessment  of  our  aeameo. 

Id  addition  to  thePresident'scomiDUDicadoaon 
this  subject,  whJ^ch  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
read,  I  might  here  introduce  the  conctusive  argu- 
ment contained  ia  the  iostruclions  from  tbe  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  our  Miniatet  at  Loodoii,  But 
it  is  unnecessary,  as  th^  interesting  document  is 
in  the  hands  of  every  meiober.  Tet  I  cBuoot  for- 
bear calling  your  itt^tioa  to  one  paragraph  of 
Mr.  Monroe's  remonstrance : 

"  On  the  lopie  of  impreciment,  however,  tho  motive 
ia  mora  mgent.  In  that  line  the  right*  of  (he  nnited 
Stales  haie  been  Ki  long  trampled  undei  Ibol,  and  the 
leeluiga  of  huiasniH  in  rcapect  lo  the  inSeien,  and 
the  honor  of  their  Ooveinmeiit  even  in  dieir  own  poHi, 
wo  often  omrtged.  that  the  wtoniehed  world  may  begin 
to  donbt  whether  Ihs  pitwnce  with  whkh  theae  injn- 
riea  have  been  bome,  onght  lo  b^  atbibntad  to  genn- 
oiu  or  nnvoiihy  motiTa ;  wheUiar  tbe  United  Stataa 
Dtatit  the  rank  to  wkicb,  tat  other  redact*,  the;  are 
jiutJjr  entitled,  among  independent  Powers,  or  have 
alremdj,  in  the  very  mom  of  Iheii  political  evreer,  lost 
their  eoergy  and  be«otoe  deseaerate.  The  United  State* 
■re  not  inaeniible  thai  tbab  coodnet  tat  exposed  them 
to  mdi  BDipitioBi,  ihongb  tbej  wall  know  that  the; 
have  not  diiaui  lad  Ihoni.  They  are  awa»,  ban  tha 
■wilaiii^  in  the  penojRa,  tha  aMnnan,  and,  ab^e  all, 
tha  idwatitr  of  Dm  kngWd  nhieh  k  common  to  the 
people  of  both  nations,  that  tbe  anbjeel  ia  a  diffienlt 
one ;  they  are  equally  aware  lo  Oiaal  Britain  olao  it  ii 
a  dtjieale  one,  and  tt^y  have  been  willing,  in  seeking 
KB  airangvsent  of  this  important  iulaicti,  to  give  • 
proof,  by  (be  mode,  of  tbeir  *ety  vacere  dMire  lo  char- 
tah  die  lelalions  of  frieniUup  with  her." 

In  this  remonstraoee,  Mr.  I^onioe  has  spoken 
not  only  th«  lai^age  of  our  Qovemment,  but 
also  the  saoUnikeixs  of  «rery  considerate    true 


That  cruel,  that  abotpiaaWe  [irictice  of  im- 
HWwnwAt.  ID  GODt«Bpt  of  our  uninteraiiUed  re- 
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incHBsed,  afid  is  still  increasing.  There  is  no 
prospect  even  of  relaxation.  Impressments  are 
now  multiplying  faster  than  ever  before.  They, 
are  cotjnected  wilh  our  other  cause  of  complaipt, 
the  infriogemeol  on  oiir  neutral  trade;  for,  when 
a  vessel  is  coDdemned,  Or  detained  for  (rial,  it  fur- 
oisheE  an  opportunity  anda  pretext  for  impressing 
tbe  men  thus  thrown  out  of  employment.  Sail- 
ors are  ^kewise  taken  out  of  aoy  of  our  vessels  id 
Surope,  and  the  West  Indies,  in  our  coastinr 
trade,  and  at  tbe  very  mouths  of  onr  barborft 
while  purauinz  their  lawful  business  of  carrying 
to  marlfet  the^umber  and  fish  of  Massachuseii^ 
the  beef  and  pork  of  Connectic^  the  flour  of  the 
Hi.ddJe  States,  the  tobacco  of  Vireiuia,  the  ric.t 
and  coltoii  of  Carolina  and  Qeorgia,  and  othei 
exports  of  tbe  United  Slates,  or  imports  from 
abroad.  The  number  of  these  unfor(DDB(e  sea- 
men has  arisen  to  an  alarming  amount.  Though 
we  ^Bve  not  yet  received  an  official  alatemeul 
which  is  expected  from  (he  Secretary  of  State,  ii 
is  understood  that  between  two  ana  three  thon- 
sand  names  have  been  returned  to  (hai  Depart- 
ment, accompanied  with  proofs  of  I  heir  American 
citizenship;  and  it  is  believed  that  tbe  list  is  ne- 
cessarily a  very  partial  one.  Uan^  poor  fellow^ 
impressed,  perhaps,  when  no  American  vitijesses 
wece  present,  tran.iferred  from  ship  to  ship,  or  re- 
moved from  one  station  to  another,  have  probablj; 
not  jret  found  an  opportunity  of  making  any  com* 
municatioiis  to  their  friends,  and  (hroogh  them  to 
the  Department  of  Btate.  There  can  be  very 
little  doubt  tbat  there  are  a  sufficient  number  of 
our  seamen  in  the  British  Navy,  serving  under 
impressments,  to  man  al  least  five  shipsnif-ihe-  ' 
line.  Tbey  are  not  only  withdrawn  Irom  our 
service,  but  made  the  instruments  of  aiding  one 
belligerent  nalioi^  in  prosecuting  their  war  against 
another. 

American  citizens  may  be  Tolnntarily  engaged 
in  British  employment,  by  land  and  sea,  ana  £it- 
ish  subjects  may  be,'  and  unquestionably  are,  vol- 
untarily employed  on  board  otir  vessels,  in  ouf 
shops,  and  on  our  farms.  That  is  a  kind  of  inter- 
course which  is  not  forbidden.  It  is  common 
among  nations,  and  cannot  be  a  just  cause  of  o^ 
fence,  or  of  impressment,  by  way  of  retaliation, 

GeDtlemeOj  I  am  afraid,  have  imbibed  unrea- 
sonable prejudices  against  our  seamen.  Some  of 
(hem,  undoubtedly,  areprofligatesandrenegadoea^ 
Such  cbaractera  are  found  among  all  pro^ssions 
and  denominations.  But,  in  general,  our  sailor* 
are  ■  hardy,  honest,  brave,  generous,  though  im- 
provident race  of  men.  Many  of  them  are  young 
meng  from  respectable  families,  in  the  seaports 
and  inland  towns.  Others  have  families  of  theii 
rn,  as  dependent  on  them  and  as  dear  lo  them, 
\  ours  are  to  us.  It  is  true,  tbey  are  not  eene- 
.lly  opulent.  If  they  ifere,  they  would  be  above 
the  necessity  of  veniuriog  on  the  stormy  elemeuf 
for  a  livelihood.  Iiisadmitted  that  they  are  poor; 
but,  is  their  poverty  a  sufficient  reason  for  putting 
them  out  of  tbe  national  guardianship?  The» 
occupation  is,  indeed,  a  humble,  a  hazatdoDs  one ; 
but  It  is  as  lawful  and  as  honest  as  that  of  tha 
^riaei  in  his  field,  pf  the  mephanic  to  his  shop. 
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They  are  oar  fellow-ciltzens,  and  hare  aa  fair 
a  claim  for  public  proteciion,  a»  we  ouraelvescaa 
hare. 

On  a  late  occasion,  whea  two  or  three  handreti 
of  thrm  fell  into  the  bands  of  [he  Tripolilans,  the 
KDsibility  of  (be  DBiioa  was  touched  in  erery 
ncrre.  All  braocbes  of  tbe  Oorernment  partoos 
of  the  natiooal  spirit.  Extra  ezpeoaes  were  im- 
medialelf  incurred  on  their  account.  Yes,  sir; 
you  laid  aaew  tax, an  addiiipD  of  Iwo-aQd'B-hair 
per  ceol.  to  ibe  imposl,  on  all  ariiclei  charged 
vith  ad  Talorem  duties.  Tuat  ■ddilioDnl  tax  was 
cheerfullf  paid  by  out  fellow- citizeui,  for  tbe  pur- 
pose of  redeeming  their  brethren  from  capiiviiy. 
An  extraordiuary  naval  armament  was  sent  to  the 
Medi terra  uean.  Tbe  ser rices  of  our  heroes^  by 
sea  and  by  laud,  were  exerted ,  and  their  exertions 
were  crowned  with  succeu.  The  captives  were 
ransomed,  and  returned,  with  teais  of  joy  and 
srratitude,  to  their  country,  their  families,  tbeij 
friends,  and  their  business.  Tbe  whole  nation 
Teioiced  at  the  event.  Is  there  any  member  of 
tbis  Committee,  who  did  not  participate  in  the 
general  joyl  is  there  any  American  who  does 
Bot  feel  proud  of  tbis  spirited  interposition  of  our 
QoTernmeDl?  What,  let  me  ask,  was  the  occa- 
uonl  Tbe  captivity  of  three  hundred  of  our 
Mamen.  And  shall  we,  then,  be  passive,  and  do 
Sothing.  when  ten  timet  that  number,  of  the  same 
class  of  Aur  fellow- citizens,  engaged  in  the  same 
occopation,  are  forced  into  a  worse  than  African 
bondage  7  Sir,  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of 
■ny  of  these  suBferers,  or  taeir  connexions,  living 
remote  from  the  usual  places  of  their  habitation 
ud  resort.  Probably  most  of  nt,  from  our  situa- 
tions in  life,  are  nnconnected  and  unaequainied 
with  them,  and  have  not,  Iherefote,  a  very  lively 
sympathy  for  ibeir  sufferings.  But,  to  bring  their 
ease  home — let  every  one  sQppuae  be  had  among 
them,  a  son,  a  brother,  a  friend,  or  a  neighbor, 
■nddenly  seized,  while  pursuing  his  lawful  employ- 
ment, interrupted  in  his  plans  of  business,  ruioad 
in  his  affairs — not  only  prevented  from  returniag 
but  even  writing  to  his  friends — confined  in  a  float- 
ing prison,  obliged  to  labor  without  hope  of  re- 
ward ;  subjected  to  &  discipline  naturally  rigor- 
ous, and  rendered  more  intolerable  by  bis  reluct- 
ance to  submit;  treated,  perhaps,  with  daily  in- 
sult, liable  to  the  blows  ano  Nsbes  of  an  nnfeeling 
boatswain;  and,  wbai  is  woiae,  if  possible,  com- 
pelled to  expose  bis  limbs  and  his  life  io  battle,  to 
Sgbt  for  bis  oppressor,  against  nations  with  whom 
neither  he  not  bis  country  has  any  cause  of  war; 
lemembering,  in  bis  intervals  oi  relaxation,  re- 
metnbering,  with  painful  contrast,  the  freedom  of 
his  nativeland  and  the  endearments  and  delights 
of  home,  still  hoping  to  be  released  through  the 
interposition  of  our  Oovernment;  but,  in  the 
meantime,  endurioK  all  the  anxiety  of  suspense. 
I  know  not  how  others  feel,  but,  for  mysell^  1  de- 
clare, were  I  reduced  to  the  vad  necessity  of 
nakinga  choice,  I  should  prefera  Tripolilan  or 
an  Algerioe  ca(Jtivi(y,to  an  impressment  on  board 
a  BritiHh  man-of-war.  Sir,  I  am  not  describing 
to  yuu  an  imaginary  scene.  Thousands  of  sacb 
caaea  actoally  exist.    Tbis  ia  a  terions  fact,  of 


whieh  the  world  are  now  witnesses.  In  the  face 
of  tbe  nation,  it  is  officially  made  known  to  ui^ 
and,  with  the  other  subject  of  national  complaint, 
expressly  submitted  to  Our  cons  id  era  lion.  We 
cannot  shut  our  eyes  against  them.  We  cannnt 
any  longer  bei^norant  of  them.  We  cannot, in- 
deed, avoid  acting  on  them;  for,  in  the  existing 
circumstances,  even  to  do  nothing,  would  be  act- 
ing. It  would  be  virtually  surrendering  tbost 
rights  which  the  President  is  insisting  on  as  "  loo 
evident  and  tooimpotiani  to  be  surrendered."  Il 
would  be  deserting  him,  on  the  national  ground 
which  be  has  taken,  and  on  which  he  otigbt  to  be 
supported  by  thenafionand  tbe  Siate^  and  every 
private  citizen.  It  is  a  common  cause.  Not  only 
oat  honor,  but  our  interest  is  essentially  concern- 
ed. With  Qreat  Britain,  too,  it  is  a  question  of 
interest.  She  has  occasion  for  our  sailors,  to  man 
her  fleets  and  flght  her  battles.  She  wants  ont 
neutral  property  for  the  double  purpose  of  depriv- 
ing her  enemies  of  tbebenefiis  of  commerce,  and, 
at  tbe  same  time,  supplying  beraelfwith  the  raeaoi 
of  prosecuting  the  war.  She  will,  therefore,  pro- 
ceed, until  we  convince  her  it  is  for  her  iotereat 

It  was  not  my  intention,  Mr.  Cbairman,  in  ad- 
dressing you  at  tbis  time,  to  examine  ibe  merits 
of  tbe  proposition  immediately  before  the  Com- 
mittee, or  any  other  parlicalar  measore  proposed 
on  the  suhiect,  but  simply  to  lake  a  view  of  the 
nature  and  extent  of  our  differences  with  Qreat 
Britain,  and  our  obligation  to  give  tbe  Kxeeutive 
some  efficient  co-operalion.  Tbe  President  ii 
performing  hia  duty  of  negotiation,  and  for  a 
laiihful  performance  of  it,  be  is  responsible  to  the 
nation.  In  the  meantime,  he  baa  left  it  with  tbe 
Representatives  of  the  States,  and  of  the  people, 
to  determine  what  legislative  measures,  if  anj, 
il^ll  be  adopted,  in  atd  of  his  exertions,  and  in 
support  of  our  oeutml  rights.  On  Congress,  then, 
on  each  House,  on  every  individual  member,  so 
far  aa  the  influeoca  of  one  vote  extenda,  now 
rests  the  solemn  responsibility  of  thia  determina- 

Tfae  ComtDitlee  now  rose,  uid  bad  leave  to  ail 
again. 

HoMOAT,  March  10. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  made  an  unfaTon^ 
ble  report  on  the  pciiiion  of  the  leprcMntative  of 
Carun  Beaomarchnia,  wfaieh  was  referred  (o  • 
Committee  of  tbe  whole  Mouse  on  Thuradar. 

IMPORTATIONS  FKOM  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
ihe  whole  House  on  the  state  of  tbe  Union,  on 
Mr.  Grggo'8  resolution. 

Mr.  CuiBz.— A  sense  of  duty,  prevailing  over 
personal  inclination,  compels  me.  Mr.  Chairman, 
to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  the  sobjeet  tinder  con- 
sideration. The  measure  now  under  discussion 
appears  to  me  to  involve  the  best  interests  of  our 
country;  the  prusperity,  the  bappiDets,  and  the  lib- 
erties of  America  tremble  before  it.  In  the  banda 
of  the  rtaoltttion  are  coatained  the  inoea  of  Ufo 
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and  dnih,  and  it  would  be  crimiDal  in  me  aat  to 
ibruw  ia  Oif  mite  to  rescue  our  common  country 
from  the  itnpeiidinB' danger.  Tbe  course  whicn 
I  shall  take  will  difier  in  some  degree  Irom  that 
pursued  b)'  those  who  have  spokeo  in  opposili 
to  tbe  resoluii'on.  I  shall  not  atiempt  to  dn 
any  marked  discrim  I  nation  between  toe  Tsrjricg 
interests  of  the  country,  or  invidious  diatineiiotis 
belnreen  the  agricultural  and  commercial  inteiestt. 
I  think  ibey  are  so  essentially  united,  that  one 
cannot  fall  to  the  ground  without  tumbling  ihe 
other  headlong  into  ruina.  I  shall  consider  the  sub- 
ject relatively  to  its  general  policy,  and  whether, 
on  Ihe  principles  ortbai  general  policv  or  condi- 
tioaal  compact,  as  has  been  cootendea  by  geuile- 
men  we  are  bound  to  adopt  tbe  resolution.  If  I 
aball  succeed  in  convincln);  a  single  genileman 
now  in  faTor  of  the  resolution,  that  we  are  not 
bound  by  the  CoDsiitutiou,  and  thai  it  will  be  im- 
politic to  adopt  it,  I  shall  consider  (bis  among«t 
tbe  happiest  events  of  my  life. 

The  great  objects  of  our  federal  engagement,  in 
forming  the  compact  under  whicb  we  now  live, 
were  to  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquil- 
lity, and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
^ueral  welfare  of  society.  Under  this  Constitu- 
tion geotlemen  call  npon  us,  under  the  pretext' of 
promoting  the  general  welfare,  to  adopt  a  reaolu- 
Uon  wbicn  maDifestly  goes  to  the  promotion  of  a 
minor  interest.  This  compact,  in  providing  for 
the  general  welfare,  must  mean  that  uf  the  whole, 
or  at  any  rate,  of  the  larger  portion  ofihecom- 
maoity;  it  waa  never  designed  to  promote  a  su- 
bordinate interest  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  general 
]>rosperity.  Are  we  then  bound  by  tbe  Constitu- 
lional  compact  to  adopt  tliia  resolution?  I  think 
sot.  Thus  much  aa  to  tbe  constitutionality  of 
the  question. 

1  must  consider  this  resolution  as  ■  war  raeas- 
ore,  and  viewing  the  policy  and  present  situation 
of  Great  Britain,  against  which  it  is  pointed,  I 
have  no  hesitation  to  tay,  that  in  mv  opinion.  It 
will  produce  insiaotaaeous  war.  A  maritime 
war,  for  lucb  a  one  she  will  wage,  will  not  add 
on«  item  to  her  present  expenses;  neither  will  it 
embarrass  her  measures  on  the  continent?  It  can 
have  DO  such  effect.  She  has  eight  hundred  ships 
on  tbe  ocean,  flushed  with  victory  and  conquest, 
tad  a  part  of  her  navy  is  at  this  moment  triumph- 
antly sailing  almost  in  si^hl  of  your  shores,  ready 
at  Aoj  moment  to  seize,  vhould  that  course  appear 
expedient  to  her,  all  our  vessels  navigating  the 
ocean.  It  cannot  affect  her  contlnenisl  opera- 
tions. Tbe  war  she  will  wage,  will  be  altogether 
maritime.  Her  navy  cannot  be  essential  against 
her  continental  enemies  in  Europe.  Already 
have  their  fleets  been  annihilated.  The  victories 
off  Trafalgarand  in  the  West  Indies,  hare  cleared 
Ihe  ocean  of  almost  every  sail,  and  there  remains 
no  employment  for  her  navy  but  to  depredate 
your  commerce;  and  she  will  do  it,  yoU  may  rely 
upon  It.  Those  are  but  indifferently  acquainted 
with  Qreat  Britain  and  the  genius  of  the  first 
Minister^  who  suppose  all  llie  power  in  their 
hands  will  not  be  made  use  of.  Geotlemen  tell 
JOQ  this  ia  not  contemplated  u  a  permanent  sya- 


tem  of  commercial  arrangement,  bata  temporary 
expedient,  which  by  its  presnure  is  to  bring  our 
rival  to  a  sense  of  duty,  and  make  her  do  us  joa- 


Briiain  ail  i_  _  . 
morrow,  and  it  can  only  affect  her  trade.  Can 
you  believe  that  she  will,  with  all  her  advantages, 
remain  quiet?  It  is  not  her  character;  she  will 
not  do  it.  I  should  think  contemptuously  of  her 
if  she  should.  Will  she  suffer  yoo  to  take  war 
measures  and  not  reialiate?  Will  she  he  more 
afraid  of  you  with  your  fonr  thousand  troops,  di>- 
persed  over  tbe  whole  western  country,  and  yout 
thirteen  armed  vessels  rotting  in  the  Elastera 
Branch,  than  of  that  Power  whose  conquering 
arm  baa  extended  the  limits  of  his  sway  beyond 
formercomparisoQ  and  whofe  ambition  is  hounded 
only  by  the  hahiiable  world? 

What  was  the  conduct  of  that  Qovernmeni 
about  the  year  1801,  when  an  armed  neutrality 
was  formed  by  a  coalition  of  the  Northern  Pow- 
ers? This  measure  was  comparaiively  pacific; 
but  did  not  ihe  gallant  Nelson  enforce  an  aban- 
donment of  this  measure  with  cannon  at  Copen- 
hagen? Will  she  not  do  so  to  you?  It  is  her  in- 
terest, and  will  she  not  be  governed  by  it?  She 
has  no  other  role  of  action.  Are  we  not  tbea 
correct  in  considering  this  a  war  measure  ?  And 
ought  not  gentlemen  to  abandon  the  vain  illasion 
they  have  conceived?  It  is  however  said,  that 
she  will  not  be  willing  to  increaxe  the  number  of 
her  enemies.  But  is  she  not  well  apprized,  from 
thegeoiusof  the  American  people,  that  nothing 
ia  more  desired  by  them  than  peace;  and  that  the 
'  he  does  you  justice,  you  will  be  bound 
;  and  that  she  may,  iherefure,  calculate 
on  maxing  peaco  when  she  pleases?  Will  she 
not,  there^re,  use  all  her  power  to  bring  us  first 
to  terms,  and  then  if  she  fail,  come  to  terms  her- 
self whenever  she  pleases  7 

So  much  with  regard  to  this  as  a  war  measnre— 
for  Ihe  irresistible  conclusion  in  my  mind  is,  that 
it  will  produce  war.  But  suppose  it  should  not 
produce  war;  will  it  not  produce  conrequeoces 
equally  fatal?  Will  it  not  destroy  your  com- 
merce? Our  exports  will  nol  be  purchased,  aa 
the  merchants  will  not  fit  out  their  vessels  unlesa 
they  can  get  a  market  for  them.  For  thia  what 
are  we  to  gain?  Tbe  carrying  trade.  1  beg 
leave  here  to  make  some  remarks  on  the  positioa 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  to  ex- 
amine the  principle  assumed  hy  the  British  Qor- 
ernment,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  tbe  whole' 
carrying  Iraile  is  not  affected  by  it.  What  is  tbe 
ground  which  the  prize  courts  of  Britain  takel 
That  a  neutral  has  no  right  to  deliver  a  belliger- 
ent from  the  pressure  of  his  enemy's  hostilities,  by 
trading  with  his  colonies  in  time  of  war  in  a  way 
not  authorized  in  time  of  peace.  This  principle, 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  our  Government,  is  not  ao 
unfair  as  gentlemen  seem  to  imagine.  Let  us  ap- 
ply it  to  Britain  and  France.  As  to  Great  Brl^ 
Bin  she  is  contendibg  for  her  libertiea  and  her 
very  existence,  and  although  I  shall  not  contend 
that  a  nation  at  war  has  not  the  right  to  regulate 
her  commerce  with  neutral  nejghbora  in  any  way 
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kUoved  bjr  ihe  law  of  nations,  yet  Ihe  tntmy  ha: 
certainly  the  rigbi  to  prevent  every  means  of  re- 
lief; to  produce,  i[  possible,  oppression  and  pov- 
erty, in  order  to  procure  peace.  Can  yon  expect 
that  Great  Britain  will  permit  you  to  lupptv 
France  and  Holland  with  commerce, and  on  sucn 
terms  as  enables  them  to  go  the  cheapest  into  the 
jpaikei  and  convert  all  their  merchant  ships  into 
armed  vesseU  lo  privateer  upon  her  trade  T  And 
vhile  France  ia  so  lelued  in  her  system,  hare 
Wc  a  '''4[^'  ^°  expect  any  indolgence  from  Great 
Biitainl  War,  we  know,  always  brings  hoi 
evils  Lo  a  nentril  counlry.  Can  we  therefore 
materially  blame  Great  Britain  7  Then,  as  to  t 
eouseq.uences  of  this  trade.  It  cartaioly  does  not 
brin^  more  than  9170,000  into  our  Treasury,  while 
it  draws  from  the  purchase  of  our  domestic  pro- 
ductions a  Urge  pari  of  the  capital  ibat  would  be 
OthEiwiM  devoted  19  it  When  I  sav  8170,000, 1 
mean  to  apply  the  remark  particularly  lo  that 
bade  which  has  been  ih.e  object  of  suppression  by 
die  prize  courts,  for  I  agree  thai  the  rereoue  aris- 
ing from  the  whole  cartying  trade  is  stated  lo 
amoUDt  to  $800,000,  but  no  man  will  say  that  the 
duties  arisioK  from  this  species  of  trade  is  under 
cstiinated.  Is  the  i^bole  value  of  this  trade  so 
important  as  to  jusliff  a  sacrifice  of  all  our  inter- 
wts?  I  will  ask  ^Qtlemen  wlieiher  it  is  correct 
or  proper  that  the  great  interests  of  the  country 
ilkould  be  given  up  to  a  trade  only  continued  in 
time  of  war,  and  in  which  but  a  few  mea  &re  in- 
terested 1  Let  it  not  be  here  understood  that  1 
am  the  enemy  of  commerce.  No,  I  am  its  friend. 
Without  it  agriculture  lyould  be  nothing,  and 
there  would  be  no  market  fqf  the  sale  of  our  sur- 
plus produce.  We  must  have  trade,  but  let  it  he 
on  piinoiplef  of  permanency,  and  not  oo  such  as 
•merge  from  a  state  of  war.  Great  Britain  has 
never  affected  our  ijirect  Irad^  and  my  vote  shall 
be  always  ready  to  protect  it.  I  agree  thai  a  cir- 
CKLtons  trade  i*  beneficial  to  the  country,  just  as 
money  brought  into  it  19  beneficial.  But  let  us 
take  the  subject  up  on  calculation — I  lb  ink  it  a 
fsijr  Bubject  of  calculation,  a  question  of  profit  and 
loss — and  see  whether  it  ougLt  on  tbat  around  to 
be  protected.  If  it  is  found  that  the  play  is  not 
worth  Ihe  candle,  gentlemen  will  certainly  not 
Tiah  its  preservation.  Is  it  right  to  protect,  at  ibe 
hazard  of  efery  sacrifice,  this  trade  of  so  precari- 
ous a  profit,  and  which  cannot  continue  longer 
than  the  period  of  warl  Our  exports  to  Great 
Britojn  and  her  dependencies  aniount,  upon  an 
•verage  of  three  years,  to  $30,653,000;  of  this 
omouDt,  the  two  articles  of  cotton  and  tobacco, 
tbe  e;:fc[usive  produce  of  the  States  south  of  ibe 
Potomac,  constitute  more  than  one-half.  This 
will  be  entirely  lost,  or  at  least  the  most  coosidcr- 
xble  part,  for  1  have  no  expectation  of  finding  a 
market  for  anything  like  this  aiDOuat  in  aoy  other 
country.  Cut  up  at  one  strode,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  temporary  expediency,  the  cultivation  of 
t^esq  two  articles,  and  you  prostrate  the  expecia- 
tioQ,  indemndeojce,  ^nd  industry  of  thousands; 
tb«n  will  Of  applied  to  your  own  Industrious  and 
ririuous  cilizens,  what  the  mover  of  the  resolu- 
ti^il  sijjfpQ*ed  would  bf  to  the  manufaclurerB  of 


England,  a  dagger  to  their  vitals.  Let  us  not,  fot 
God's  sake,  ruin  our  country,  under  the  delusive 
expectation  of  injuring  our  adversaries.  Anaiher 
and  very  current  view  mav  be  taken  of  ihis  sub- 
ject; It  IS  acknowledged  that  there  are  coinpara- 
lively  but  few  persons  immediately  interested  in 
this  trade,  and  although  to  them  a  lucrative  one, 
^et  it  must  end  upon  the  cessation  of  hostilities 
in  Europe.  It  must  be  upjust  that  Ihe  great  in* 
teresl  of  the  agriculturist  should  be  sacrificed  la 
this  trade,  or  even  pledged  for  its  prelection  and 
security.  J  never  will  agree  ibat  one  class  or  pro- 
fession of  people  shall  underwrite  and  insure  the 
success  of  another  class,  and  this  too  without  any 
premium.    This  is  precisely  the  1 "' ' 


if  it  should  be  attended  with  any. 

Let  UB  view  this  subject  in  another  light.  It  is 
contended  that  if  British  maoufactuies  are  pro- 
hibited, thai  OUT  commerce  writ  siill  go  oo:  that 
onr  merchants  will  find  other  markets,  and  that 
Ibe  securiiy  of  the  revenue  will  not  be  aSecled. 
Bnt  1  b«  gentlemen  seriously  to  consider  the  sit-  , 
ualion  ofsurope.  I  do  believe  that  our  demanda  I 
cannot  be  supplied  but  from  Great  Britain  ;  they 
cannot  be  supplied  elsewhere — because,  from  the 
year  1786,  the  British  manufaciures  introduced 
into  Ihis  country  have  regularly  increased ;  not- 
wilhslandiog  in  France  labor  is  cheaper  than  in 
Great  Britain.  Not  because  an  Eaglish  coat  wan 
better  than  a  French  one.  The  factls,  ibe  French 
manufactures  caonot  be  got  on  the  same  reasona- 
ble terms  as  the  English.  What  Has  been  the 
effect  OD  the  price  of  Liverpool  cottons  since 
Franca  has  menaced  the  invasion  of  England  f 
They  fiave  increased  in  price,  because  her  mana- 
faeturers  have  been  taken  from  their  shotw  and 
converted  into  soldiers.  What  is  the  situation  of 
Europel  Convulsed  to  herceotre,  will  Germaoy 
afford  us  the  articles  we  wanlT  Do  w;e  not  know 
that  her  manufaclitres  hare  always  been  limited 
and'confined  to  particular  articles?  Wherethen 
is  a  GUp)>Iy  10  be  had  1  Where  is  a  return  to  be 
got  for  our  domestic  productions,  without  which 
our  loss  will  be  incalculable?  What  will  its 
effect  be  on  onr  Treasury  1  We  know  tbat  the 
British  maaulaeturei  yield  about  five  millions  of 
revenue,  vhich  go  to  the  regular  reduction  of  the 
public  debt,  which  to  this  degree  must  be  sus- 
pended if  iney  are  prohibited.  Will  gentlemen 
say,  because  I  bold  this  language,  that  I  am  the 
apologist  of  British  measures?  no.  Were  I  to 
give  way  to  my  feelings  on  this  subject,  instead 
of  being  governed  by  my  judgment,  there  is  no 
length  to  which  I  would  not  go.  My  colleague  has 
told  us  chat  Great  Britain  is  fighiiog  our  battles 
and  those  of  the  world.  I  believe  so.  But  not 
from  any  good  will  to  us  or  the  world;  in  fighting 
their  own  battles,  tbey  fight  ours.  Let  us  then 
iffer  them  to  go  on,  not  out  of  affection  lo  their 


Gove 


had  ihe  power,  would  lord  it  over  this  countrf 
as  it  did  when  we  were  colonies;  not  from  attach- 
ment  to  the  Eqglish  Governmeni  or  its  measures, 
but  from  a  regard  to  our  own  country,  to  which 


imcni,  lAich  is  tyrannical,  and  which,  if 

■llor-   ■       '        ■■ 
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tbiameasare  woDld  berainoas.  Ifthearricl^ave 
want  CBD  be  got  from  an?  otber  country,  let  ns 
obtain  iheni  (ram  it ;  bat  do  oot  let  as  canj  onr 
eDiniijr  bo  fkr  to  Britaih  as  10  ruin  oarselTes. 

But  we  are  told  that  litis  a  onlr  one  cause  of 
eotnplaint  e^iust  the  British  OoTerntneot ;  that 
mnother  cause  ofifompIaiDt  Is  the  impresstDent  of 

of  complaitit.  On  this  subject  I  bave  more  feel- 
ing than  on  Ibe  other.  1  commf  lerate  ibe  deptoT- 
able  situation  of  those  Tneii  and  tbeir  friends,  and 
wish  most  ardently  It  was  in  my  power  to  reli ere 
thetD  from  It.  But  there  is  some  apology  even 
here  to  be  made  for  the  British  OoTernmenl.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  two  nations  are  so  like  each 
other,  and  so  nearly  the  same  In  their  langua^ 
and  habita.  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  cRslia' 
guish  one  from  the  oiber:  and  1  Will  ask  you  if 
we  flare  not  more  subjects  of  Great  BHtain  in  our 
service  than  they  have  American  citizens  in 
theirs'1  Let  Us  also  recollect  their  principle— 
once  a  subject,  always  a  subject,  Wlien,  there- 
fore, we  give  their  subjects  the  privileges  of  a  citi- 
zen, brnaltiralTring  them.  Is  it  not  a  counterac- 
tion of  British  policy,  and  is  it  not  some  apology 
for  thdr  conduct  in  pressing  this  description  of 
men?  I  recollect  fcf  no  instance  of  their  refusing 
persons  allowed  by  them  to  be  American  citizens, 
whose  claim  was  fully  aubsiantiated.  Let  me 
again  repeat  it,  that  in  a  state  of  war,  neutral 
,  Powers  must  suffer  some  injury;  when  all  nature 


inflict,  1 


njury. 


forcibly  taking  away  the  citizens  of  our  country, 
and  enticing  those  of  another  by  the  allurement 
6f  snperjor  adFantasel  Every  society  has  the 
light,  and  eierdisea  that  righj,  to  ordain  munici- 
pat  regulations  for  its  eoremment;  and  ei-efy 
tat^mber  of  the  society  is  Sound  by  them.  By  the 
immemorial  usage  or  England,  no  Subject  is  al- 
lowed tlfe  right  of  expatriation,  and  they  hold  the 
privilege  of  impressing  their  sailors  whereVer  they 
ma/  be  foc(Dd  m  time  of  war,  and  claim  their  al- 
liance, whatever  filay  be  (heir  condition.  We 
dapht  not  to  seduce  them.  I  do  not  mean  this  as 
a  justification,  but  it  is  undoubtedly  a  mitigation 
of^the  afii'ont.  Butwhbl  is  proposed?  To  go  to 
war  la  Order  to  obtain  the  release  of  a  f^W  captive 
citizens  that  have  h^en  taken  on  the  vater ;  let 
tbcm  get  out  of  the  Vay  by  turning  tdltivalors  of 
your  Waste  ratid,  in  which  they  can  acqliire  a  vir- 
tuous and  boaorable  competency,  But,  sir,  what 
Will  be  the  eympathy  of  the  gentlemen  *ho  shed 
leara'bf  Brief  ever  yotir  impressed  seamen,  when 
tbey  shall  view  the  scenes  of  devastation  pro- 


tries  ravaged  by  a  merciless  foe,  or  millions  of 
your  citizens  slain  in  fighting  your  battles;  will 

J'onr  carrying  merchants  then  step  forth  and  fight 
or  you  ?  No,  indeed,  they  will  not,  they  are  too 
precious  to  be  made  food  for  ganpowder ;  they 
will  not  be  sbot  at  all  day  for  seventeen  eenls; 
tiiey  wilt  aU  disappear.    Theii  rale  is,  wheievet  \ 


moAey  can  be  made,  there  is  my  country.  I  bfr 
seech  you  then,  Mr.  Chaitmkn,  to  suard  againn 
that  flrihl  infituation  which  mith  destroyed  the 


Mr.  Epfes. — After  the  discussion  which  hi* 
already  taken  place  sn  this  snbjecl,  I  shall  not 
consider  myself  authorized  to  occupy  much  of  tha 
time  ofthe  House.  As,  however,  1  cave  on  tom« 
occasions  ventured  to  express  my  OpiirioHS  On  this 
floor,  1  cannot  reconcile  to  my  feelings  a  aitein 
vote  on  a  question  intereating  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  generally,  and  partidularly  so,  ttt 
that  portion  of  conntry  Which  1  in  pan  repre- 
sent. ' 

Whatever  ^erence  of  Opinidn  may  preraH 
within  these  Walls  tis  to  the  coarse  which  ought 
to  be  adopted  towards  a  nation  which  under  the 
pretence  of  right  has  commenced  a  System  of 
warfare  and  pillage  OB  our  comiheree,  1  hope  tat 
the  honor  and  interest  of  our  country  we  sbd 
finally  unite  io  somethiD^^.  If  in  a  free  oountry 
there  is  any  principle  which  onght  univemUy  to 
be  admitted,  to  enforce  frhleh  rpaionine  or  deift- 
onstrBtioD  should  be  neces-ary.  it  is,  tnat  every 
Class  of  citizens  is  equally  entitled  to  protection. 
To  secure  to  man  bis  personal  rights,  and  the 
fruits  of  his  honest  industry,  fere  the  two  moat 
important  objects  of  a  free  Goverament.  Tha 
Government  onwilling  to  use  for  that  security 
the  means  of  which  it  is  possessed,  does  not  da- 
serve  the  support  of  fVeemen.  Oar  CnnstittttioB 
makes  no  disc riminh Hon  between  dHfoentdaasea 
of  cirtz^ns,  nor  cdn  we  in  oQr  legislative  capaci- 
ty. The  citizen  whose  capita]  is  veMed  in  a  ship 
has  ail  eqnal  right  to  protection  in  usiag  for  bn 
beneflt  and  beppineaS  that  ship,  with  the  coltiv^ 
lor  of  tb^  soil  in  nsltiK  his  ^oogh.  To  arrest  by 
Tioleoee  his  ship,  and  coniicate  his  propeny,  & 
to  the  iherchant  the  same  Injury  aa  it  woold  be  to 
the  lilrmcT  to  arrest  bis  [dong^  fend  destroy  hh 
crop.  In  each  case  the  oiiizen  inuM  look  to  the 
commnnity  for  Ibe  removal  of  every  obslrnetioB 
thrown  by  violence  in  the  way  of  that  perfeet 
freedom  in  the  use  of  his  property  which  eonsti- 
tntes  its  value.  It  is  ttne,  and  aio  man  will  deay 
the  correctness  of  the  principle,  that  every  nation 
has  a  tight  to  aBandon  any  parttcnlar  nommem 
injurious  to  its  iatercMs  at  danaKraas  to  ita  safety. 
This  Is  the  natural  tight  of  rill  nations,  and  paa- 
ticjilarly  of  fi>ee  eotlntrtes,  where  the  geoend 
wtilfare  of  die  comuiinity  is  the  anprerae  bw. 
W1iHe,howevCT,  a  comwereereniaiiw  lawffai,tha 
citizen  ifnlbariu  in  Et  With  the  same  tight  to  ex- 
pect prMeeiion  as  In  any  BiberhrwM  oceupativD: 
for  a  Govermtaent  to  ivfoae  it,  is  a  violatiai  af 
that  firadaihenlal  priittilde  In  free  governmeni; 
that  pi^tectton  on  iht  pan  of  the  Qoremmtirt  k 
the  basis  of  siipport  on  tha  part  of  the  eiiizeB. 
Tf  We  are  niiable  or  unwilliag  to  intarpoae  in  ba- 
hblf  of  onr  citrxens,  when  their  personal  righto 
have  b«n  invaded — their  property  captured  and 
condemned  under  principles  unknown  to  the  law 
Of  nations— let  us  give  up  the  farce  of  pretend- 
inz  to  ae)f-«overnment,  and  go  back  to  the  degim- 
ded  state  of  colonies. 

The  growMl  of  diflbreDce  bttween  the  Diiitad 
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8utM  tiDd  Qreat  Briuia  i>  loo  well  kaonrn  for 
BU  to  dwrll  OQ  ibii  part  of  the  aubj^t.  It  hai 
been  iiaRd  oo  ibis  door  hf  a  gcDileiaaD  fropo 
HaoMcfauaMts,  in  terms  clear,  forcible,  and  taaa- 
If.  Tbe  inipreasrneol  and  deieoiioD  of  our  tea- 
men ii  aD  iojury  which  has  justly  excited  the  in- 
dignailon  ofibe  people  of  Aiseriu  for  the  lait 
tea  years.  Ererf  aiicmpt  to  arrest  by  negoiia- 
lion  this  aeriuaa  injury  hiia  failed,  and  eacti  yeai 
•dda  Dew  viciima  to  the  roll  of  impreised  aea- 
men.  The  recent  captures  of  American  properly 
to  tbe  amount  of  six  millions  of  dollars,  under 
doctrine*  new  and  msoifeally  unjust,  is  a  serioni 
injury  to  ibe  indiridualf  and  to  the  community. 
And  alihougb  I  bavs  no  doubt,  a*  ba*  been  alo- 
quanily  stated  on  tbia  door,  that  American  mer- 
cbanla  baT«  in  some  insiancea  disgraced  thai 
ebaracter  by  coveriug  the  properly  of  the  ene- 
mie«  of  Qreat  Britain  I  aoD  equally  cerlain  thai 
the  injunr  done  to  bonajide  American  nierrhanla. 
trading  (airly  on  American  capital,  are  sufBcient- 
It  numerous  to  juaiify  and  demana  the  inierposi- 
tlon  of  this  GoTernmenc. 

While,  boweTer,  1  hare  no  doubt  at  to 
right  of  the  citizen  on  the  one  hand  to  demand 
protection,  and  of  the  duty  of  the  Gureinraeat 
on  tbe  other  to  extend  ii  to  him,  I  am  willing  lo 
acknowledge  all  tbe  difficnltie*  of  our  present 
situation.  I  consider  it  no  disnaca  to  this  infaoi 
■ation  to  say  we  are  not  able  to  meet  on  Ibe 
ocean  a  nation — a  match  on  that  element  fu 
the  world  combined.  I  hope  Ibe  period  will  n 
arrire  when  the  aubaiaace  of  the  citizen  here 
•hall  be  squandered  on  a  nary  c  impetent  to  meet 
oo  the  ocean  the  Qa*r  of  Oreat  Briuin.  Separa- 
ted from  tbe  rest  of  tbe  world,  at  too  great  a 
diatBnee  to  fear  inrasion,  poaaessiog  a  country 
ftbonading  with  produclioaa  raltuble  to  the  dif- 
ferent nations  of  Europe  wiih  whom  we  have 
«omm«reial  reUiiona — if  ire  are  not  able  to  meA 
on  the  ocean  Qreat  Britain  or  any  other  Buro- 
pean  Power,  we  can  aay  to  them  all.  retpecl  in 
your  intercDurae  with  ua  theprinciplea  of  juaiicc, 
or  we  hold  no  iutercovrM  with  you;  if  you  will 
tiot  traffic  with  ua  on  principle*  that  are  fair,  we 
will  neither  reeeive  yoor  raannfaeiurn.  nor  aend 
to  you  our  prodaction*.  We  are  now  for  ibe  ftrai 
tiaw  about  lo  test  ibis  principle  ao  important  to  a 
■ation  jealous  of  Beets  and  armies.  Of  the  rari- 
ana  measares  of  the  kind  which  may  be  reaoned 
.M^higb  diserirainaiiiig  dutiea — a  prvbibittonaf 
oertain  eaniMraiied  article*^  general  prohibition, 
•ad  asa  dertwer  reaorta  euapension  of  all  iuter- 
•wrae,  ua  tbe  reeiedies  within  our  reacb.  It  is 
•  mere  question  of  eonvenieoGe  and  expedieucy 
to  which  of  theae  we  shall  resort  I  sbuuld  pre- 
fer for  myself,  as  a  Grsi  rt'p,  tbe  tnildeii.  It  is 
atx,  in  my  opioioB.  the  interest  uf  this  naliou  tu 
iliiiaolTe  at  a  Mogle  blvw  it«  comraercial  conuex- 
ion  witn  Great  Britain,  The  comiaeroeg  if  car- 
tied  on,  oa  principles  that  are  fair,  is  mutually 
■dTantageouB  to  the  two  countries.  In  Qreai 
BriiaiD  we  find  tbe  best  merhei  for  our  most  ral- 
■able  pruductioos,  and  with  us  she  finds  tbe  b«sl 
■narket  fur  her  mBnur«ciare&  Tu  prohibit,  at  a 
ma^  hlaw,  intporu  lu  ibe  amount  uf  Uirty-Sf e 


millions  of  dolUra,hDwerer  iojuriooa  it  might  be 
to  the  raanufacturera  of  Qreat  Brilaio,  would 
certainly  be  a  serious  injury  to  our  own  citizens. 
I  cannot  but  hope  that  a  milder  measure  will 
cause  the  Bricidh  Oovernment  to  respect  our 
rights  and  purnue  a  course  msnireaUy  dictated  by 
a  regard  to  its  own  interest.  If,  hoveTer,  Great 
Britain  is  so  lost  to  her  own  interest  as  to  perse- 
vere in  a  system  of  iojusiiceealcQlated  to  deprife 
her  of  the  beat  marliel  for  her  manufaciures — a 
market  dailv  increasing,  with  the  increasing  pop- 
ulaiioQ  of  inia  infant  country — let  us  on  our  part 
proceed  with  Ihai  cautioa  and  moderation,  which 
shall  erinee  that  tbe  courae  we  are  determined 
to  pursue  ia  founded  on  prmciple,  and  will  never 
be  abandoned  until  our  wrongs  are  rcdreased.  I 
am  willing  to  adopt  for  the  nreseni  a  prohibiiion 
uf  euumerated  articles;  if  that  shall  fail,  lopas* 
hereafter  a  total  prohibition,  and  fioslL.io  put 
forth  our  whole  strength,  and  say,  we  bold  ao  fit- 
lure  intercourse  with  you;  but  dissolve  loceret 
■II  coramercial  reiaiioas  with  a  nation,  which 
takes  for  its  national  law  tbe  base  principle  of 
ueceMity,  and  makes  itself  the  excluaire  judge  of 
that  neeesHity. 
As,  bowerer,  it  will  not  be  in  order  to  argne 

fropositiuns  aof^immediately  under  consideration, 
shall  confine  lAy  obserrations  to  the  resolution 
of  the  genilemau  from  Pvonsylrania.  J  am  will- 
ing to  consider  this  resolution,  as  its  friends  pro- 
fess it  to  be,  a  commercial  regulation,  and  not  a 
war  measure.  Indeed,  I  should  not  apprehend  ' 
war  with  Qreat  Britain,  eren  if  it  was  adopted. 
It  is  not  ber  interest  lo  add  to  the  number  of  her 
enemies,  and  her  vessels,  numerous  aa  they  are, 
will  Sail  sufficieni  occupaiion  in  guarding  her 
own  channel,  and  pruteciing  ber  own  capitaL  I 
object  to  this  measure,  because  I  believe  that  it 
willbesoextremely  injurious  to  the  United  Siatea 
in  its  uperaiion  ibat  it  ought  noi  to  be  resorted  to 
until  milder  remedies  have  failed.  In  the  re- 
marks I  sball  make  on  it,  I  shall  confine  myself 


whose  protection  it  is  principally  designed. 

From  tbe  report  of  the  Secretary  oftbe  Trees- 
nry,  at  preseni  on  our  table,  it  appears  that  ibe 
imports  tu  this  country  from  Oreal  Britain  and 
its  dependeocies  amount  to  tbiriy-Gre  millions 
nine  hundred  and  sevenlv  thou  si  ad  dollars.  We 
.derive  from  imposts  on  this  commerce  a  net  rev- 
enue of  five  millions  four  hundred  and  thirty-two 
tbuusaad  dollars.  The  whole  net  revenue  oftbe 
Uuiied  SiiLes,  derived  from  our  commerce  wiilt 
uU  other  parts  of  (he  world,  amount*  to  six  mil- 
lions one  hundred  and  eighieeo  thoussnd  dollars. 
This  resolution  goes  to  pruhibii  a  commerce  from 
which  we  derive  almost  (jae-hslf  of  our  net  rer- 
'.  The  carrying  trade  which  Ibis  measure  it 
iuttnded  lo  prolect,  yielda  a  revenue  of  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifly  thousand  dollars;  so  that  for  the 
pruteeiion  uf  eighi  hundred  nnd  fifiy  (bousaud 
dollars,  we  put  at  hascurd  a  net  revenue  of  fire 
millions  four  huudred  and  thirty-two  thousand 
liotlara.     I  well  know  (hat  national  honor  cannot 

eMinuied  in  dollan  and  cenia.    There  u  no 
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nnB  wbo  feds  more  forciblf  tban  I  do  the  cor- 
recinest  of  this  principle,  or  will  be  more  ready 
OB  all  oacanont  lo  ackaowledge  it.  Oeotlemeo, 
'  '      "  It  iheir  remedy  ' 

They  profest 
to  be  Dotbiog  more  than  a  comniereiai  legnlt ''  ~ 
In  war,  millioos  mutt  be  sacrificed 
thonsaads:  in  commeTCial  regulatiouB  lus  nsK 
ousht  to  he  in  ton^e  degree  propoKioaed  to  Cbe 
cbjecL  A  DatioD,  deiiberalely  lormiog  a  com- 
nercial  regalation,  by  which  it  risks  millioas  to 
protect  thoiuaadi,  maairesis  more  zeal  than  wis- 
dom ;  DotbiDg  short  of  absolate  necessity,  and  a 
Ailureoreveryoihet  remedy,  oDght  to  induce  us 
ID  our  present  siioatioa  to  risk  our  refenae.  We 
bare  repealed  the  wholesyttem  of  iDteraal  taxes. 
We  bare  set  oat  with  professions  of  economy, 
aod  a  deter cniaatioD  hoaettiv  to  meet  our  public 
debt.  This  reMlotioa,  if  adopted,  may  cause  a 
defiojeocy  in  oar  revenue  of  fire  millions  of  dol- 
lars. The  permanent  revenae  of  the  United  Slates, 
ezclusive  of  the  Mediterranean  fund,  which  I 
hope  aoon  lo  see  abalisbed,  amounts  to  eleven 
milliom  five  husdred  tbouiand  dollars;  the  per- 
naneat  expense  of  the  Oovernment  amount*  to 
^eveo  millioDsof  dollars;  eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars appropriated  lo  the  payment  of  the  itht,  and 
three  milfions  lo  the  expenses  of  the  Governr 
ment,  inchjding  the  Naval  and  Military  E>tab- 
liahment.  No  part  of  the  eight  millions  can 
«ver  be  diverted  from  its  object,  without  aban- 
doDJDg  the  principles  which  brought  us  into  this 
GoTernment,  aod  as  there  is  no  probability  of 
onr  expenses  being  leseened,  the  three  millioDi 
may  be  aonsidered  equally  permanent,  or  the 
wfafCls  of  Qo  vera  meat  must  stop.  From  eleven 
m  JlltoQa  fire  hundred  thousand  dollars,ihe  amounl 
of  onr  preieDl  revenue,  take  five  millions  foor 
buodred  and  ihiriytwo  ihou^-and  duUan,  derived 
from  imposts  from  Great  Driiain  and  its  depend- 
encies, and  (here  remaios  six  millions  and  sixiy- 
eight  thoniaod  dollars,  which  falls  short  of  eleven 
miiliatta  of  dollars,  the  permanent  expense  of  the 
Oovernment,  five  millioDs  nine  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  thousand  two  huad red  dollars.  Shall 
we  iDcur  this  risk,  antil  other  meaeuies  less  iaju- 
riods  in  their  operation  go  ourselrea  shall  have 
failed  7  Oentlemen  have  told  us  of  substitutes  for 
British  manufaoturef,  and  that  no  great  loss  will 
be  sastaioed  in  our  revenue.  Ot>e  gentleman  has 
catimBted  the  loss  at  a  million  of  dulara;  aooiber 
at  two  luilliona,  and  the  same  gen tlemtn  baa  fur- 
nished us  with  abundaut  informalion  as  to  the 
places  from  whence  we  may  procure  a  subsii- 
•ate  for  Britiub  manufactures.  On  this  subject 
ereryiliiDg  must  be  mere  coojecmro.  Itisim- 
posKible  for  any  huOiaa  being  to  say  what  will  be 
the  effect  of  this  measure  on  our  revenue.  No 
man  c»n  say  what  will  be  the  sitoaiion  of  Bu- 
i«pe  six  mouths  hence,  and  particularly  of  Oer- 
maoy,  from  whence  we  are  to  derive  a  part  of 
our  supplies.  [  wish  not  to  rikk  the  subitaace 
for  the  Abaduw.  1  cannot  coosent  to  trust  the 
Kvenue  of  the  United  Slates  to  speculative  opia- 
iotis,  which  may  be  irae  ur  fslbe.  Tiie  grotle- 
P^ff.  from  Pemuylvania  who  introduced  this  lea- 


otution,  talked  of  a  substitute  for  British  manu- 
facluiea  in  home-spun;  he  wished  to  see  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  cl.id  in  articles  manufactured 
m  their  owo  lamilies.  There  is  no  man  who 
views  with  more  pleasure  than  I  do  that  speciea 
of  inde^ndenoe  to  which  this  kind  of  industry 
gives  birth.  I  wish  not,  however,  to  wear  home- 
5pui)  at  the  expense  of  a  Federal  tax  upon  my 
land.  I  know  what  a  Federal  land  ux  is,  b»- 
causE  I  have  paid  it,  and  1  remember  it,  because 
it  was  the  only  oppressive  tax  I  ever  did  pay.  If 
this  measure  shall  not  produce  its  effect  on  the 
British  Oovernment,  and  its  operation  on  our 
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s  ther 


IS  JUS 


fear  it  will  be,  either  we  mnit  repeal  our  own 
law,  or  adhere  to  a  measure  manifestly  injurious 
to  the  United  States,  and  lay  a  direct  tax,  or  wa 
must  divert  from  its  object  the  annual  appropria- 
tion for.  the  payment  of  our  debt.  Never  wlib 
my  vote  shall  the  fund  appropriated  to  the  pay- 
meat  of  the  debt  be  diverted  from  its  object  an- 
til the  last  dollar  shall  be  discbarsed.  Oiner  gea- 
tlemen,  I  presume,  would  be  as  Tittle  disposed  aa 
myself  to  report  to  a  direct  tax. 

The  risk  of  revenue  however  is  not  the  onlv  ob- 
jection I  have  to  this  resolution.  A  total  prohibi- 
tion of  British  maaufactures  will  be  extremely  in- 
jurious to  ourowncitixeos.  It  put?  down  at  once 
the  occupation  and  employment  of  the  merchaat 
of  small  capital.  In  many  parts  of  our  country, 
add  particularly  to  the  souih  of  this  place,  com- 
merce is  carried  on  prJDcipalljr  on. credit.  That 
credit  is  generallv  in  Great  Britain.  Take  away 
the  credit  ^nd  tne  commerce  is  gone.    It  wifl 


withdraw  his  capital,  establish  new  correspondents, 
and  give  an  entire  new  direction  to  his  commerce 
would  require  time,  trouble,  and  expense,  and  in- 
sure at  least  one  year's  loss  in  the  profits  of  bia 
profeaaion.  It  would  operate  least  injuriously  oa 
the  merchant  whose  funds  were  large,  and  in  this 
country.  With  his  money  he  might  seek  a  sub- 
stitute for  British  maaufactures  in  other  markets, 
if  indeed  a  substitute  can  be  found.  Little  or  no 
injury  would  be  done  to  merchants  of  this  descrip- 
tion, while  ruin  and  bankruptcy  would  be  the  fate 
of  those  deprived,  by  a  general  ptuhibitiuu,  of  a 
capital  depending  on  credit.  I  bave  no  data  by 
which  to  calculate  the  number  of  our  merchanta 
embarked  in  the  foreign  carrying  trade,  anduf  those 
Wbo  are  only  importers.  The  whole  foreign  car- 
rying trade  of  Virginia  amouuts  to  three  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  But  a  tmall  portioa 
of  the  merchinti  there  of  course  are  interested  in 
tbe  foreign  carrying  trade.  To  all  the  importing 
mercbantsihroughouttheUnttedStates,  the  adop- 
tion uf  this  meaxure  would  be  a  serious  evil.  Sup- 
posing ooe  third  of  tbe  whole  number  of  the  mer- 
chants of  iheUaited  States  interested  iniheforeiao 
carrying  trade — and  this  would  be  a  large  calcula- 
tion— by  the  aJoption  o(  ibis  measure  we  sacrifice 
the  convenience  and  interest  of  two  thirds  even 
of  this  class  of  our  citizens.  Upon  the  whole,  I 
have  no  doubt,  but  that  the  adoption  of  this  reso- 
tuliua  would  be  a  serious  injury  to  a  large  luajo^ 
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itrof(hemerchaiilioflIienDitedStites,ahhoiisk1i»len  sbe  «ilt  mnt  m  It  ibM  praeise  poui, 
desisaed  for  their  protectiott.  which  m  ibtDk  proper  to  mark,  «r«  wiiJ,  m  ihe 

Wbatwoaldbe  the  eflect  od  the  plaoTer?    li    words  of  the  ceDtlemn  frms  PeaDsrlrania,  EUb 


would  cause  an  immediate  advance  on  all  the  _. 
tielet  of  first  neensity,  patiicularly  coarse  wool' 
lena,  which  conld  not  immediately  be  mannfae- 
tared  at  home.  It  h  trae  that  dnnng  the  RerO- 
laiionary  war,  a  aobstitnte  was  made.  We  were 
drtTen  to  it  b]^ necessitv, and  abaodoned  it  aasoon 
»  that  necessity  ceased.  While,  for  all  the  arti- 
cles of  first  necessity,  a  gr^i  addiiional  price  nmsi 
lie  paid  tiv  the  farmer  or  planter,  (heralaeof  erery 
article  of  his  labor  must  dlminiih ;  his  prodoee  be 
■old  It  a  reduced  price  or  left  to  rot  oa  fais  ha^ds, 
from  the  Inability  of  the  merchant  to  purchase. 
This  will  be  ihe  efilect  on  the  planter,  luppotlng 
Great  Britain  Will  fake  no  eonter failing  measure 
If  however  she  is  disposed  to  carry  her  principle 
to  lis  full  extent,  she  can  dispense  for  a  limited 
lime  with  yonr  erporta,  except  the  prOTision  and 
lumber  necessary  for  the  West  Indies  vt'ith  as  lit- 
tle inconrenience  as  you  can  with  h^r  mannfac- 
tnret.  Of  tobacco  she  bas  altrays  (Wo  crops  on 
hand.  Of  cotton  ihe  has  probably  enough  to  car- 
ry ber  through  the  present  war.  A  jtrohibition 
of  these  two  atticles  only  would  be  ruinous  to  the 
inerchants  and  olanters  of  the  BOuthero  country. 
'On  occasions  or  great  national  necessity  sUcb  sac- 
Tiflces  must  be  met  with  firmness.  The  citizen 
who  shares  the  blessings  of  prosperity,  must  submit 
to  sacrificea  demanded  br  the  liiteresi  and  honor 
of  his  conntry.  WJiile  howevetj  this  is  the  dttiy 
tif  the  citizen,  it  is  equally  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
inent  not  to  require  such  sacrifices  nntfl  milder 
tneasures  have  failed.  Let  ns  test  the  principli 
bow  fhr  commercial  regolaiions  may  be  relied  on 
The  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
is  well  calculated  for  this  purpose.  We  know  that 
It  will  affect  ont  rerenne  to  an  extent  we  can  per- 
manently bear.  It  will  be  less  injurious  to  our 
merchanls.as  involvinga  smaller  part  of  their  capi- 
tal, and  allowing  time  to  give  a  nev  direction  to 
their  commerce.  It  will  enable  ns  liemiAer  to 
decide  witb  mhre  certainty  on  the  efl^t  of  men- 
■nres  of  this  kind  oh  Ourselves,  and  how  far  tbey 
may  be  relied  on  asan  engine  to  operate  on  Ortat 
Britain.  On  this  subject,  however,  my  observa- 
lions  shall  be  suspended  until  that  resotniion  shall- 
be  Under  conaiderhiion. 

Mr.  NicHOLsoR  said,  be  had  been  dekfrons  ibr 
tome  day*  to  offer  to  the  Committee  his  opinions 
6n  the  snbject  now  under  consideration ;  bnt  as 
other  gentlemen  bad  manifested  a  timilat  dispo- 
aitioD,  he  had  yielded  the  floor  to  th^m.  It'was 
iiow  bis  intention  to  offer  snch  temarkt  ■■  ap- 
peared to  him  pertinent. 

The  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Greou,)  in  his  opinion,  was  objection- 
able in  all  its  parts.  There  was  no  point  of  light 
in  which  he  coold  view  it,  in  which  objections 
did  not  present  themselves.  He  read  and  com- 
mented on  the  preamble ;  the  style  of  which  be 
aaid  he  did  not  like,  became^  instead  of  a  spirit  of 
amity  and  conciliation,  it  breathed  little  leu  than 
defiance.  While  we  profess  to  speak  the  lan- 
guage of  peace,  we  declare  to  Oreat  Biitain,  that 


the  vTt^s.  Wbilc  we  declare  thai  we  ap- 
proach her  as  friends,  yet  our  style  ia  thai  of  aa 
enamy.  The  olive  braooh  that  is  held  oat  cob- 
ceali  a  dagger  in  in  boughs.  Tbia  thmteninf 
maoBflr  be  said  was  aot  ealenlaied  to  preaem 
peace  io  privatelife,  and  how  could  it  beezpected 
to  atKoeed  between  sations  1  Did  geaticman  im- 
agiM  that  Great  Britain,  evfcn  snrtan>dea  aa  she 
W«t  by  ber  Memfea,  waa  yet  ao  tame  aa  toanbmil 
to  threab?  Wat  t^  eha«aOier  of  her  firat  Uin. 
iaieraolitde  known,  as  to  iathice  a  belitf  that  ha 
would  trmible  at  the  rod  held  over  him?  Mck,  ar, 
they  are  aotaunk  so  lowf  and  if  We  leally  wish 
for  an  amicable  adjustment  of  ovr  diffeieoce^  we 
oaght  Io  proeetd  as  friends  and  not  aa  enemiet; 
A  mere  commercial  regulation,  he  said,  might  aot, 
perhaps,  prodiMe  Mr;  it  was  the  threat  held  out 
in  the  preaitfble,  and  the  hostility  manifeaied  ob 
the  floor  ctf  the  Hoase  of  RejweaeaittiTea,  that 
were  calcutated  to  Wonnd  the  national  pride  of 
Btiiaio,  and,  thetefore,  to  excite  enmity  betweea 
the  two  countries.  What  does  the  preamUe  *ay? 
We  bare  marked  a  poiat  from  which  we  will  not 
recede,  and  to  whioh  we  demand  that  you  shall 
fiome:  If  you  do  not,  we  strike  at  your  moat  e^ 
s«ntial  interests;  in  tbe  laDgnaffe  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Penaaylvania,  we  will  stab  jroo  in  your 
vitals.  Is  this  tbe  way  to  conciliate?  Ia  this 
yotir  method  of  'opeoiog  a  Bwotiation  f  Believe 
me,  sir,  iaaiead  of  presenting  tnc  olive  branch,  we 
oarry  a  firebrand  that  will  kindle  a  flame  which 
we  Biay  find  it  difficult  to  exiingnish.  Great 
Britain  will  feel  all  thia—she  will  at  onee  ask,  ia 
it  fair,  ts  it  manly,  is  it  honorable  to  direatan 
me  now,  when  I  am  contending  for  all  that  ia 
'dear  to  me?  Will  yon  insult  me  In  my  dtttreaa, 
■nd  while  yon  aaatam  my  dnemy  on  one  huid, 
with  tbe  other  endeavoar  to  nanerve  the  arm 
Which  yon  ackdowle^  is  raised  in  defence  of 
itBownezi«teiK«? 

If  the  subsequent  pana  of  the  readntion  wen 
mobjealtoaable,  t)N  preamUe  itself  would  de- 
termine me  against  the  whole.  To  preaem 
peace,  let  or  proceed  to  onr  object  in  a  peaceable 
maDner.  If.  indeed,  gentiemea  are  fat  war,  then 
they  are  right  In  advocating  ibla  OMaaore. 

From  the  conrfee  of  the  debate,  Mr.  N.  tail, 
one  wfio  faa4  Mt  attenfled  to  the'seiaa  in  diapate 
(wbieh  he  feared  was  too  mneb  tbe  ca«e  with  tha 
gieat  body  of  the  ptnple)  woold  really  itaagiae 
that  all  the  commerce  of  tfeeeotmar  Wiaat  stake; 
that  Oreat  Britain  Md  aasmaed  a  prlnaiple  by 
which  the  whole  of  our  trade  wovld  be  invtrim 
in  ruin.  Commerce  and  agrienltore  had  been 
CAlIed  tbe  baaAmaids  of  ach  other,  and  bi|^ 
(talogres  had  been  pronounced  upon  the  iniiiiHe 
eoimexian  snbeistiDg  between  them.  No  one 
was  so  blind  or  ao  Mvpid  a*  to  deny  that,  under 
the  peetiliar  circnmatances  of  this  country,  ctnt- 
merce  and  agriculture  were  the  mutual  asaMianta 
of  each  other;  bnt  did  gentleman  imagine  that 
^he  people  were  so  Mind  or  so  stnpid  aa  to  be- 
ii«ve  thai  the  «ommetoe  which  waa  coaneatod 
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with  ■oHaottw-e,  wm  ihe  subject  of  diBpaie  mtb 
Great  Briialnl  Did  tbey  sappose  that  ibey  could 
«Bsf  a  veil  over  tbe  xtaX  poiots  of  diSerence,  u  to 
produce  an  impression  of  this  kindl  If  luch  w«a 
the  hope,  lie  irualed  it  would  be  defeated.  No 
B>an  would  pretend  to  assert  that  Qfeal  Brithio 
kad  denied  our  riglit  to  carry  tbe  producii  of  our 
OWD  ioil  to  foreign  markets,  and  lo  bring  home 
ift  reiui^  GUob  artielea  as  were  adapted  to  the 
Mcetsity,  the  aoaveoience,  or  tbe  taste  of  our  own 
people.    She  did  not  interfere  with  tbe  carrrage 


IT  eoKi,  wbMt,  tobacco,  cotton,  proTiaiona,  or 

ler,  to  those  places  where  we  coold  meet  the 

Mad  Jest  sale  for  tDem  i  afad  had  never  raised  an 


tfbjvction  to  oor  returning  with  tbe  prodi 
Man  o&einm  of  Europe,  or  of  the  East  or  West 
ladle*,  h  was  the  carrying  trade  alone  wliich 
wait  lb«  subject  of  difference.  A  trade  so  slr^tly, 
if  at  all,  connected  wtlh  erriculiure,  that  tfaecou- 
iMxion,  sBch  as  it  was,  did  not  merit  notice  in 
IfsonsMDj;  the  present  qnestioo.  It  was  that 
trade:  which  carried  tbe  products  °f  OQ^  foreiEta 
soontry  to  anotber,  which  retieTed  Prance^  Bpafo, 
and  Holland,  from  the  pressureof  war.  by  carry- 
tag  on  a  trade  for  them  which  ihejr  cauld  no  loDg- 
er  carry  on  for  themselves — which  carried  the 
eoflee  and  sugar  of  Baiaria  and  the  West  India 
Mlandv,  to  the  respectire  mother  couoihes  in 
Bnrope,  thereby  RlieTiog  them  from  tbe  oeees- 
■ity  of  convoy,  and  the  expense  of  maintaining 
large  fleets.  This  Wis  the  trade,  he  Mid,  upon 
wbicb  Great  BriiAin  had  committed  depredations. 
It  was  not  the  home  tr^de,  in  articles  of  our  own 
proddoo  or  for  our  own  consnmpiion ;  but  a  for- 
ci^a  trade,  in  foreign  articles,  for  foreign  markets, 
sod  /br  foreign  use.  It  was  th«  colonial  trade 
wbtoh  Pranee^  Spain,  and  Holland,  monopolized 
to  Ihemselres  lo  times  of  peace,  but  which  ihev 
•ould  cat  oomraand  in  tiine  of  war,  and  bad, 
■tterefore,  permitted  Ds  to  carry  it  on  for  their  hen»- 
fll.  Jt  ws*  a  trade,  therefore,  lotHlly  unconnected 
with  ftgricalture,  and  enjoyed  by  a  few  mer- 
«baDl*  aniy;  and  it  remained  with  the  Amer- 
ican peo[de  to  detecmiae  whether,  for  its  protect 
lion,  tb«y  would  iavolve  tbe  tgrietdtural  interest, 
and  tlia  rwenoea  of  the  conatry,  in  these  em- 
barrasonaents  whick  would  neoesaorily  ensue, 
apoD  tfa*  adoptian  of  the  meaaore  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  FennsylVRnm.  He  flattered 
bimaelf  that  the  people  wQpI^  inqaire,  and  that 
they  would  not  mmt  themselves  to  be  deceived 
br  tbe  niareprBseatations  which  bad  gone  abroad. 
Tb«qae«tioa  was  deeply  interestlaKlotbem,  and 
Ir  wiabed  them  lo  examine  it  in  atl  its  bearings. 
Tbtf  resolutioa,  be  said,  embraced  (wo  points ; 
tbe  one  related  to  the  carrying  trade;  the  other 
to  the  iiiipi«snnent  of  American  seamen.  Tbe 
ktter  had  always  been  a  source  of  great  anviety 
to  hint.  No  man  in  America  bad  deplored  the 
evil  more  than  he  did,  and  non«  sboold  be  more 
ready  to  apply  tbe  remedy,  when  nn  efl^cinat 
letnedy  ooaid  oe  devised.  To  him,  however,  it 
was  a  matter  of  do  little  surprise,  that  gentleman 
had  so  long  slept  upon  a  sobjecL  on  wbich  they 
now  appeared  to  manifest  so  much  zeal.  Hehim- 
aalf  twM>*  pr«pa*ed  meuncec  with  a  visw  to  ob- 


tain  redreda,  but  he  had  not  been  able  to  carry  then 
tbruDgh  the  House,  Gentlemen,  who  now  zeal* 
ously  volunteered  their  services,  rendered  him 
no  assistance  then.  At  the  last  session  he  had 
introduced  a  bill  on  the  subject,  and  such  were 


ties  presented  themselves  from  all  quariersj  aJlera- 
tiona  and  amendments  innamerabte  were  adopted, 
until  finally  it  was  sbuSed  through  the  House, 
in  so  imper^et  a  stale  that  it  was  not  wortb 
the  time  which  had  been  spent  on  it.  Stronjr 
meaNures  were  not  then  the  order  of  the  day,  no? 
wonld  tbey  be  now,  if  t^e  impressntetit  of  Amei- 
ic an  seamen  was.  the  only  ground  of  complaint. 
Great  Britain  has  pursue^  this  practice  for  tei^ 
or  twelve  years  past,  but  these  patriotic  mer- 
chants, who  are  now  to  clamorous,  presented  yog 
with  no  memorials  on  the  labject.  No,  sir.  It 
is  the  carryins  trade  alone,  which  bas  covered 
your  tables  wiui  the  memorials  of  t^e  mercbantf , 
because  their'  interests  are  affected,  and  it  is  out 
of  this  tbat'tbe  resoloiion  of  tbe  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  has  grown.  Although  I  do  not 
admit  the  correctness  of  tbe  principle  assumed  by 
Great  Britain,  in  relation  to  ihe  carryjog  trade, 
yet  I  am  willing  to  acknowledge  that  with  me  \\ 
IS  an  object  of  secondary  importance  only,  wbeq 
compared  with  the  other  violations  of  our  flag, 
in  the  impressment  of  our  seamen. 

Why,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  tbe  carrying  trade  a 
secondary  consideration  only  ?  Because  the  de- 
predations committed  on  it,  do  noi  affect  tbe  per- 
sonal rights  of  our  citizens,  nor  our  trade  in  our 
own  products,  or  in  the  products  of  foreiD^o  na- 
tions for  our  otra  use  j  but  alt  the^  are  affected, 
deeply  affected^  b^  the  impressment  of  our  seamen. 
It  has  been  said,  indeed,  that  this  interruption  q( 
(be  carrying  trade  was  peculiarly  hostile,  because 
it  struck  at  bona ^de  American  property..  In 
many  cases  ihis  is  true,  but  in  many  I  believe  it 
is  not  true;  for  I  have  no  doubt  that  much  for- 
eign property  is  covered  by  our  flag.  Admit- 
tin^i  bowever,  that  it  it  always  American  pro- 
perty, yet  all  seizures  of  this  sre  not  C0Dfidere4 
acts  of  hostility.  I(  is  conceded  by  all  (hat  tlw 
direct  trade,  between  the  colony  and  the  mother 
country,  cannot  be  carried  on  in  nMtral  bonomi. 
If,  therefore,  a  cafEQ  of  tugar  or  poffea  were  pui- 
ehssed  at  a  Freocn  ist^odj  it  would  thereby  b»- 
eai;ie  b&na  JbU  American  property;  bm  by  our 
own  acknowledgments  it  could  not  be  carrie4 
directly  to  France ;  nor,  if  it  was  French  property, 
could  it  be  carried  in  our  vessels,  as,  in  1794,  WB 
surrendered  tbe  principle  that  "free  ships  maka 
free  goods."  Seeing  then,  (ha(  we  coold  not  carry 
on  the  direct  trade  between  tbe  colony  and  the 
mother  country,  even  when  the  property  had  be- 
come AEperican  by  purchase,  and  that  we  could 
not  cover  French  property  under  our  flag,  a  new 
method  was  invented  by  our  merchants  to  evade 
these  regulations.  They  went  to  the  Wesi  Indiei, 
purchased  their  cargoes  there,  returned  with  (hem 
to  (his  eountry^nd  then  resbipped  them  and  car- 
ried them  to  France,  and  Spain,  and  Holland, 
thereby  yieUing  ibem  rery  in^ttant  Mtiitanea 
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in  iheirwatrtreagaiostGreal  Briiain.  This.  Mr. 
N.  aaid,  was  the  oew  principle  agaiiiii  which  Qrt^al 
BriuiD  coDteDded,  and  although  be  was  not  wil- 
ling to  ackoowledge  the  correcineis  of  hrr  pro- 
eeedings,  yet  he  was  more  uowilliDg  to  sustain 
our  right  at  the  expenne  of  so  much  injury  bji 
we  sbonli]  incur  by  adopting  the  proposed  re- 
•olnlion.  Negotiation,  he  said,  ought  lo  be  re- 
sorted to  ;  if  tnai  failed,  then  indeed,  commercial 
restrictions  might  be  imposed,  but  not  such  restric- 
tioo$as  the  gentleman  from  PennsylTKoiaand  his 
friends  advocated.  Tho<Le,  alibough  they  might 
Vound  Britain,  would  inflict  ■  still  deeper  wound 
on  ourselves.  It  was  known  that  our  Minister  at 
the  Court  of  London  had  the  subject  under  his 
immediate  attention,  and  we  had  reason  to  expect 
tbar  be  would  succeed  in  an  amicable  settlement 
of  our  differences.  Mr.  Ein^had  furDpeily  remon- 
llraiedagainststmilar  practices  by  British  eruiaers, 
and  the  report  of  the  A  ttorney  General  ofEnglaud, 
transmitted  by  Lord  HawkesDuty,  fully  recognised 
the  justice  of  our  pretensions.  No  treaty,  how- 
ever, was  made,  and  until  a  treaty  is  entered  into, 
regulating  all  our  commercial  relations,  we  can- 
Dot  expect  that  our  trade  will  be  free  from  embar- 
rassmenis.  The  points  in  difference  now  between 
the  two  Oovernmenis,  are  fair  ohjecis  of  negotia- 
tion. The  admissioDS  of  Lord  Hawkesbury,  in 
Ikis  correspondence  with  Mr.  King,  give  us  a  fair 
claim  on  the  British  OoTernmenl;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  they  will  yield,  provided  the  intemperance 
of  our  language  and  our  conduct  does  not  furnish 
them  with  a  pretext  still  to  reiisi. 

What,  I  ast,  will  be  the  effect  of  this  resolution 
on  Great  Britain  1  She  will  either  disregard  it, 
under  the  conviction  that  it  will  operate  much 
more  injuriously  upon  ourselves  than  upon  her, 
and  that  therefore  we  cannot  persist  in  it ;  or,  in- 
flamed bj  the  threats  contained  in  it,  and  by  thaw 
used  by  Its  advocates  on  this  floor,  she  will  con- 
sider it  at  cause  of  war.  Will  it  not  be  good 
cause  of  war^wben  professing  peace,  you  use  the. 
language  of  intimidation,  and  the  mover  of  the 


vitals?  [Mr.  Greoq said,  he  did  not  say  so.]  Mr. 
N.  continued  :  it  may  not  be  found  in  the  gentle- 
man's speech,  but  I  find  it  in  ray  notes,  and  I 
believe  they  are  as  correct  as  those  of  the  steno- 
grapher. [Mr.  Gheoo  explained. and  said  he  did 
not  use  the  word  dagger.}  Mr.  N.  said  it  was  of 
do  importance,  what  the  iDBtrumeot  was,  whether 
a  sword,  a  dagger,  or  a  knife,  if  he  was  to  touch 
the  vitals.  It  was  a  figurative  expression,  and 
the  gentleman  might  sAecl  either  of  the  figures 
■which  he  preferred.  He  himself  bad  used  the 
word  dagger,  supposing  it  the  most  appropriate, 
and  the  most  congenial  to  the  gentleman's  own 
mind.  [Mr.  Greoo  said  he  would  take  some 
Other  opportunity  of  ezplaininz.]  Mr.  N.:  The 
gentleman  declared  the  measure  was  calculated 
to  stab  Great  Britain  in  her  vitals.  I  appeal  to 
the  Committee  if  such  is  not  their  recollecti 
The  gentleman  himself  does  not  deny  it]  he  onl^ 
Hys  be  did  not  use  the  word  dagger.  But  if 
Qreat  Butain  believei  that  we  can  petsist  in  it, 
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sees  that  we  are  determined  tosttsiaio  her 
enemy  against  her,  and  to  stab  her  in  her  viiala. 
she  will  consider  it  as  cause  of  war  and  will 

Are  gentlemen  prepared,  then,  to  hazard  fhestf 
cunseqQeneest  Are  they  ready  to  go  to  war  for 
the  protection  of  this  carrying  trade,  in  which  the 
great  hulk  of  the  nation  have  no  interest  1  I  ven- 
ture to  assert  that  iiineteen-lwenttetbs  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  countrv  have  no  interest  whatever  ia 
the  trade  for  wbicnwe  are  now  about  to  contend. 
One  consolation,  however,  yet  remains:  let  this 
se  receive  the  measure  as  favorably  as  iher 
may,  the  people  will  condemn  it,  when  they  fed 
its  consequences.  We  may  run  headlong  into  war, 
but  we  shall  not  have  the  trouble  of  carrying  it  on. 
The  people  will  supply  our  places  with  other  rep- 
resentatives:  they  will  not  so  readily  forgive  na. 
I  trust  in  God  they  will  not. 

A  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Caowir- 
IHBBIBI.D)  thinks  the  measure  will  not  lead  to  war; 
but  if  be  believed  it  would,  this  would  be  do  ob- 
jection with  him  to  the  resolution — he  would  siiU, 
vote  for  it.  We  can  convert  our  vessels,  be  says, 
into  privBteeis,aDdcaa  caplore  two  or  three  Brit- 
ish vessels  for  one  of  our  own  that  will  be  losL 
How,  I  ask.  is  this  lo  benefit  the  farmer  or  the 
Renter  f  What  proportion  of  these  proGts  is  to 
1(0  into  their  pockets?  The  gentleman  may  rest 
his  capital  in  privateers, and  may  make  a  fortune. 
Here,  sir,  he  plays  the  merchant  again.  What^ 
ever  the  effect  may  be  on  the  great  body  of  th« 
people,  he  is  Shylock  still.  The  nation  may  bleed 
si  every  pore,  but  he  will  have  his  poond  of  flesb. 
This  privateering  business,  however,  will  not  do. 
Qreat  Britain  has  eight  hundred  ships-of-war,and 
it  ought  to  be  remembered  that  sbe  can  fit  out  as 
many  privateers  as  we  can.  But,  sir,  iha  idea  of 
our  meeting  Great  Britain  on  the  ocean  is  too 
ludicrous  to  be  repelled  by  serious  aniument.  My 
friend  from  Vii^mia  has  given  the  best  answer  to 
it,  in  his  prescrifition  o{  a  straight-waistcoat,  a 
dark  room,  depletion,  and  water-grnel.  It  is  jDst 
as  absurd  as  to  ulk  of  fitting  out  a  privateer  to 
fight  a  seventy-four. 

The gentlemaji  from  Massachaselisbasanother 
measure  in  reserve  to  wound  Briiaia.  He  tella 
us  we  must  confixcata  the  public  debt.  This  is  a 
strange  doctrine  for  men  who  talk  so  mueh  of  db- 
tional  honor.  1  have  always  believed  it  most  hon- 
orable to  pay  our  debts,  instead  of  swindling  our 
creditors.  My  determination,  however,  bas  long 
since  been  taken  on  this  point.  I  will  never  con- 
sent to  lay  my  hands  upon  the  public  debt,  bni  for 
the  purpose  of  fairly  extinguishing  it.  Let  our 
conflict  with  Great  Britain  proceed  to  what  length 
it  may,  I  will  never  lend  my  aid  to  defraud  hec 
subjects  of  that  debt,  for  the  payment  of  which 
the  national  faitb  is  solemnly  pledged.  The  na- 
tion may  do  it,  but  if  it  be  once  done,  the  viola- 
tionK  of  the  national  honor,  which  are  now  so 
liiudly  complained  of,  will  weigh  but  an  atom  ia 
the  scale,  when  compared  with  the  blow  ynu  yoor- 
selveswill  lev<'l  at  your  own  honor.  You  wiU 
set  voui^rlves  up  an  a  rare  and  modern  example 
of  the  Punicafidat,  for  yoti  will  socffwtually  blact 
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your  credit,  that  I  veDltiTe  to  affirm  yoa  will  make 
no  more  loaos.  Hid  I  millioos  to  lend.  I  would 
not  iruxt  yon  with  a  dollar. 

To  jusiiry  the  mcaiure  now  proposed,  we  are 
referred  to  the  years  1793  and  1794;  and  because 
a  resolniion  soiuewhai  Mrailar  to  the  present  was 
thea  adopted,  and  bad  well  nigh  pB»ea  into  a  law, 
we  are  called  upoa  to  raoelioD  that  which  ia  dow 
tiefore  us.  But  will  geQtlemea  tioderlake  to  sa* 
that  ODT  HJtuatioD  at  this  time  will  joaiify  >ach 
measures  as  were  adopted  thert  T  Will  they  pre- 
tend that  we  have  now  the  same  grouods  for  hos- 
tility agaiost  Briiaio,  or  that  the  two  periods  can 
ba  compared  with  each  oiherT  What  wai  our 
aiination  io  1793  and  VJMt  We  had  made  a 
treaty  in  the  year  1783  with  QreatfritaiH.  Ten 
years  after,  some  of  its  most  important  stipnlati 
on  her  part  were  uarulfiiled.  8he  had  p^' 
faeraelfto  restore  loourcitizensan 
of  propariy  which  bail  been  taken  from  them.  She 
bad  engagbd  lo  put  us  in  possession  of  the  west- 
ern poHa.  Witii  neither  of  these  engagements 
bad  Hbe  then  complied.  Year  after  year  she  was 
Bctiveio  kindling  a  destructife  war  upoa  our  (Van- 
tier,  and  had  let  loose  the  aavsges  or  the  wtlder- 
neaa  upon  our  peaceable  citizens.  The  Atgerines 
too  were,  at  the  instigation  uf  Britain,  committing 
depredations  on  our  commerce;  and,  in  addiiioa 
to  all  this,  she  dtrecled  a  blow  at  our  trade,  more 
JDJuriouB  tbaa  that  which  is  now  complained  of: 
for  she  ordered  her  cruisers  to  capture  all  ressels 
laden  with  proTisions  going  (o  the  French  oolo- 
niea,  or  renifuiog  from  them  with  the  products  o*" 
those  colonies  un  b<>ard.  Then  it  was  that  thi 
meaiure  alluded  to  was  adopted  bf  one  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  and  it  is  most  certain  that  we  had 
ontiae  enongh  to  go  to  war.  But  is  our  stiaa 
at  all  similar  now?  Hbtc  we  any  of  those 
rages  to  complain  of  at  this  time?  Not  one. 
|mri  of  our  trade,  it  is  true,  is  affected,  but  it  is  that 
mrt  which  is  the  least  interesting  to  the  nation. 
When  i  say  this,  I  trust  it  will  not  be  believed 
that  I  am  willing  to  abandon  it,  or  that  I  mean  to 
palliate  the  conduct  of  Oreat  Britain.  Mjr  only 
object  is  to  show,  thai,  for  this  carrriag  trade,  we 
ought  not  to  bring  upon  oarselres  the  calamities 
of  war,  nor  lo  pursue  a  line  of  condaet,  which, 
tfaoagh  i(  may  affect  Oreat  Britain,  will  operate 
much  more  iojuriously  upon  our  owu  country. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  the  measure  will  not 
l^nd  ID  war.    This  I  am  wilting  to  grant,  for  ar- 

Sumeni's  sake.    Let  lis,  then,  take  It  in  the  most 
iTorable  point  of  view  in  which  it  can  be  pre- 
aented.  ana  inquire  into  ics  consequences. 

Suppose  Briuin  does  not  consider  it  a  cause 
of  war,  but  that,  neTertbeless,  iuitead  of  relax- 
ing In  her  system,  sbe  should  obsiinatelf  persist 
in  It.  Oeuttemenseem  to  hare  looked  at  only  one 
■id«  of  the  question,  and  appear  to  hare  furgoitea 
that  every  question  has  two  sides  to  it.  [o  their 
anxiety  lo  injure  Bciiaio,  they  hare  not  attended 
lo  the  effctcis  which  their  prapo«ition  is  calculated 
to  produce  at  home.  Should  she  persist,  in  what 
manoer  are  we  to  be  affected  by  the  proposed 
meaaore?  Lei  us  sea  how  ti  i«  to  operate  on  the' 
Mraaiw*    -And  bera  ii  w««U  ba  well  to  naiad 


geoilemeit  that  almost  the  whole  of  oar  reveotie 
is  derired  from  the  duty  paid  on  the  importaiioQ 
of  foreign  merchandise,  and  that  this  dury  annit- 
ally  amounts  to  eleren  millions  eight  hundred  and 
Sfijr  ihouitand  dollars. 
Our  imports  from  Oreai  Britain  amount  annaallr 

to $27,400,000 

Prom  the  British  East  Indies  to  -  3  500,000 
Prom  the  British  West  Indies  to  -  4,570,000 
Prom  IVew  Brunswick,  Nora  Scotia, 

and  Canada,  to      •        -        -       -        540,000 


Making  in  the  whda         -       -  $36,010,000 
t  is  uaneitain  how  mush  iiiaxportcd, 
but  eay «,010,000 


Laaring  for  importatioaa  - 


-  930,000.000 


The  rarenne  on  which,  a*  appears  by  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurf ,  amounts  tu  fire 
millions  four  huodred  and  thirty-two  iboosand  dol- 
lars, or  rery  little  leu  than  one-half  of  our  wbolfl 
rerenue  derived  from  imports. 

The  gentleman  from  PenasylvHoia(Mr.QBEaa) 
thought  he  had  gained  an  immense  iriumph,  in 
showing  that  I  had  been  gnilljr  of  an  error  in  stair 
ing  the  iTerage  dutf  on  importations  from  Britain 
at  twenty  per  cent.,  which  he  says  is  not  more 
than  fourteen  per  cent.  It  ought  to  be  remem- 
bered that  1  did  not  pretend  to  speak  with  accn- 
racy ;  for  when  I  made  a  few  obserratioos  prefac- 
ing a  resolution  which  1  submitted  some  iimeBinc& 
I  had  nodoeumenisfromwhich  a  calculation  could 
be  made.  I  supposed  that  the  importations  front 
Britain  might  amonol  to  twenty  Bre  millions  of 
dollars,  and,  taking  the  areraga  duty  at  twenty 
per  cent.,  said  fire  millions  of  revenue  would  be 
affected.  Does,boweTer,  the  detection  of  the  errur 
change  the  reaultl  It  does  not;  for  it  appears, 
by  tbe  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
that  tbe  revenue  derived  from  this  source  is  6Te 
millions  four  hundred  and  thirtf-t  wo  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  is  more  than  I  stated  it  at.  Is  all  ibi^ 
then,  10  be  put  to  hazard  T  Are  we  to  eait  ii  npoU 
the  ocean  of  uncertainty.  Without  helm  or  chart? 
AndforwhaiT  To  protect  that  trade  from  whicb 
the  revenue  is  derived  ?  No,  sir.  Tu  protect  that 
trade  which  carries  our  own  products  to  market 
and  brings  home  in  reinr'a  the  articles  of  our  aon- 
snmptioa?  No,  sir;  hut  lo  protect  a  trade  later- 
esting  only  to  a  few  merchants,  and,  I  repeat  it 
again,  loially  uninterestinir  to  more  than  nineteen- 
tweniiethsof  the  people  of  this  country.  Oeatle- 
men  ask.  Will  you  not  assist  the  merchant  in 
recovering  his  property!  I  answer,  Tea,  most 
willingly,  but  not  at  this  exppnse.  I  will  ooieora- 
mit  to  chance  nearly  one-half  of  the  rerenne  of 
the  nation,  which  we  have  already  pledged  for  the 
fair  and  honorable  discharge  of  the  publie  debt. 
Sir,  when  I  said, some  days  ago,  that  fire  million* 
of  the  rerenae  would  be  offered  by  this  measure, 
I  was  understood  by  some  to  have  stated  (hat  it 
would  be  MminUhed  to  tbe  amount  of  five  mil- 
lions. This,  however,  was  not  my  statement;  for 
1  well  knaw  ibat  it  waa  OM  in  tko  power  of  ba- 
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sum  iocevuity  u>  cakolate  the  bi(«d^  to  which  it 
irould  M  affected.  But,  by  PTohibltiDS  the  in>- 
portatiaq  of  gouds  from  the  onfy  eountrf  ifaal  could 
OuQf^h  all  of  ihimi,  yoa  iroold  thereby  bazaid  the 
whole  TeTeauederired  from  iheni,  Kud  a  part  of 
it  would  ceriainly  be  lo«t.  What  amount  would 
ie  lost.  I  did  not  pretend  to  saf;  I  do  not  now 
pieteod  to  say ;  it  is  beyond  my  reach ;  but  thai 
%coD>idprabte  amount  would  be  losi,Memed  to  be 
admitted  by  ererybody,  except  the  KentteraaD 
frort)  Mawaehtiaet^  who  nid'  w«  should  not  lose 
»  dotkr. 

KiireHiBLD  exptaioed,  by  obwrrio^ 
aid  the  mMsore  would  doe,  in  his 
opinion,  aff«ct  the  refenn*  beyoDd  a  miltMa  of 
wlan.  and  the  geDtlemau  had  now  redaeed  it  to 

BiT,ui<Hr.NiciiaLM)i(,lk4gsDtkiB«>deelared, 
vbwtha-wat  add  resting  yoa  on  the  resolution,  that 
be  had  before  stated  be  did  aot  belie?e  the  nre- 
Due  would  be  diminished  oofe  miliion  of  doUan, 
kni  [bat  tie  bad  since  thoushi  it  would  loi  be  di* 
ninished  aainrie  dnllar.  He  now  govs  back,  hon- 
erer,  to  his  million,  and  this  is  the  difficulty  which 
eOQSta^ly  presents  itself.  None  of  us  can  i«ll  bpw 
nucbtbe>eTeiiuewillbedimipi9hed,lbongbe*ery 
one  acknowledges  to  a  very  great  extent,  My  fear 
U,  tb«l  the  loss  will  be  eqital,  at  least,  to  two  or 
three  millioDs.  Howairange  ate  the  argunenla 
offered  to  us  1  One  geaileman  tells  you  you  ought 
la  protect  commerce,  because  we  derive  our  rev- 
enue from  iii  and  yel,  in  the  same  iBomeat,  he 
advocates  a  measure  which  he  adinitt  is  to  destroy 
a  large  amount  of  that  very  reveoue  he  is  so 
desirous  of  protecting  Another  oalls  on  yon  to 
Ifiolecl  the  Teveaue,aiid  warns  you  against  direct 
(axes,  whilst  bis  favorite  uaasure  (by  destroying 
•  coaaiderable  amount  of  revenue)  reader*  direct 
taxes  necessary.  I  warn  those  genXleven.  in  my 
turn,  Rgaiost  direct  taxes.  Let  them  take  rare 
t)i4t  iber  do  not,  by  agreeing  lo  thia  resolution, 
eoippel  the  nation  to  resort  to  those  taxeii,  which 
tftsy  say  was  the  rock  npon  which  the  former  Ad- 

JiinistratioD  split.  Let  them  renumber  ihatihs 
Ijrect  Ux  for  two  millions  qf  dollars  only,  whigh 
«ap  laid  eight  yean  aao,  is  not  yet  received  iolii 
the  Treasnry.  Will  tfiey,  by  adopting  this  meafr 
ore,  and  thereby  reducing  ibe  leveaae,  drive  as 
inio  excise  duties  as  a  sab^itute  1  They  ought  to 
recollect  tbat  this,  too,  was  once  a  favonlesobsme 
of  raising  revenue,  though  not  a  r^y  fartunata  or 
arerypopplarooe.assomefrentlemen  en  the  other 
■ide  01  the  House  can  testily.  I  believe,  sir,  that 
Ihey  at  leaat  will  not  be  very  willinf[  U>  bora  thqir 
fingers  witQ  il «  second  lime.  They,  have  iheir 
txnerienee  on  thiji  point.  But,  when  gentleoten 
call  upon  as  toAgree  with  ibemina  measure  which 
they  admit  will  considerably  diminish  the  reve- 
nue, (though  they  cannot  ealcuJate  the  extent.) 
why  do  they  not  tell  na  what  ib«y  intend  to  pro- 
pose at  a  substitute?  1  want  to  see  their  waya 
and  meaiu  for  supplying  the  deficiency.  Until 
they  show  us  (hesa,  I,  for  one,  will  not  consent  to 
eut  off  our  present  resources.  Are  we  lo  borrow  t 
11  wiU  not  do,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  talk  of  borrow- 
ing and  of  conflicaUoit  in  the  aaaw  hreatlt'    W< 


shall  find  nobody  to  trust  qaiaqd  if  we  ooul^m 
must  siill  find  the  ways  and  ntaansof  payiay. 

Let  usj  however,  pursue  this  retaintioa  tbroafk 
all  its  effects,  and  *uU  contique  to  ooaBtitec  It  m 
aafaforabteapoint  of  view  as  its  heal  frieikdaoaB 
wish  for  i  let  It  be  adinilted,  that  we  can  peocura 
from,  other  countries  all  those  articles  which  we 
prohibit  the  iinpoitalion  of  from  Qrcat  bitaia^ 
and  of  course  that  the  revenue  will  not  be  dii»i»- 
isbedatalL  It  may  yet  be  worthwhile  to  iaqair^ 
whether  the  neoessary  conaequeBfies  that  miial 
follow,  will  not  operate  njost  injuriously  Bppa  the 
citizeos  qf  the  United  States.  1  ny  noiUBg  oT 
thagreat  diffiealiy  whioh  the  importing  metcbnaoi 
must  experience  ">  changing  their  oours«(rfif«ii) 
from  that  channel  in  which  it  has  been  acno^ 
lonaed  to  flow  for  eighteen  or  twenty  yean;  n|^ 
pointing  new  nseota,  and  fornaiog  new  norrea- 
pondeoce  upon  the  continent  of  Eusope,  and  the 
absolute  iaipossibiUty  of  obtaining  the  same  cre- 
dit thera,  that  they  enjoy  in  Engkad}  these  am 
minor  coniidaralioQ*.  But,  sir,  lei  us  ioqaita 
whether  the  mcrchanls  and  the  agricultoriata  will 
experience  no  lose  from  this  change.  We  expwt 
annually  to  Great  Britain,  of  domestie  praduee, 
more  ihan  thirteen  and  an  naif  millions  ofdoUart^ 
and  to  her  colonial  possessiona  more  than  six  mitr 
lions,  making  in  the  whole  nptrards  of  iwen^ 
millions  of  dollars;  Loall  Merest  of  the  worlii  we 
export,  in  domesiic  piodxce,  only  ahoot  niaeleea 
and  an  half  million*  of  dollars.  From  Qreat  Bri- 
tain we  get  her  uaoufaciqtea  in  exehasge  foi 
our  produce,  and  it  is  said  that  we  qba  prooara 
the  same  articles  from  othev  counttira;  this  L* 
adiBrttadforarg«i»eai'aake;  butbboaeoiheDcoaitr 
tries  will  not  purchase  oor  domestic  prodnee,  they 
do  not  waql  it;  it  must  therefore  iiiti  go  to  Qrent 
Britain,  and  her  colonies,  if,  indeed,  they  will  ra- 
oeiveitj  aqd  it  must  there  b«  acdd.  WtMtihev 
will  be  the  euue  of  the  case  1  We  sball  annuallf 
have  in  England,  for  prod  nee  sold,  theta,  and  for 
bills  of  excnanjte  drawn  br  the  eoloaias,  non 
than  twaniy  mdiiona  of  doltarsj  thia  soib  aoM 
be  sent  to  the  eontiqeat  of  Emopa,  to  pay  for  the 
gooda  we  i>urehate  theve.  I  now,  ihwcMre,  aak 
geatlenen  if  they  baya,  oaloulttM  tk«  t$eBtM  of 
lorciqg  this  huge  suq)  oaf  <rf>la  Datftal,ornUhaf 
out  ofiu  habitual  ebannel  1  Have  Aer  oaUiil*^ 
ted  the  cfiect  to  be  (Modwed  ea.  qzcDange,  lif 
sending  asoually  from  England  hmm  dttn  iwaaty 
millions  of  dollan,  ovet  aod  above  th»  enntoiawf 
renuttasceal  Lei tbaaliMk to* t Ut» oii«(ur*aa«i 
a  cooaiderable  sum'  of  noney  was  lately  to  to  r«r 
milted  from  Soglaqd,  ta  pay  the  Bnti^t|»«p(  oft 
ibe  oontinest,  and  U  was  neoesaarily  dona  by  bills 
of  exchange.  It  was,  aa  onra  wilt  be,  a  tnH>«- 
tion  out  of  the  ordinary  oourse ;  and  I  am  wall 
informed  that  it  had  the  Immediate  effect  to  ntiit 
the  rate  of  excbao^  fifUen  per  cent.  The  Siato 
of  Maryland, .within  the  last  yeu,  bad  thrae  baa* 
dr«d  thousand  dollara  in  Englknd  to.  be  be  remit- 
ted to  this  country,  and  even  fur  this  unallaaaoant 
the  State  waa  obliged  to  pay  one  per  oeat.  aboTa 
par.  Am  I  not,  then,  fkiliy  wairanled  in  myiDK 
that  when  the  American  merchants  will  aaouallf 
tun  iv  Kngland.  now  than  twelve  milUon  m 
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dothm,  to  be  remiRed  to  ebe  eoatlaent,  to  be  forced 
GDI  of  it»  onKoary  eowne,  into  wrw  mod  exTraor- 
dinary  ohannels,  tbal  It  will  raise  ihe  price  of  vx- 
«hBi>ge,  fttleut,  froaiaii  to  ten  per  eebt..  and  fbat, 
ther«fbr0,Mi  aaaaal  tou  witl  be  Ineiirred,  from 
ttvelra  hundred  thonnnd  lotiro  miUioiiaof  dol- 
Un7  TlkiR loM  wilt  wMfallnpaathofe  who  cm- 
MiDW  your  pMduee  in  Bnglaod,  nor  I  beliere  opon 
your  tftr*  nerobaaM  who  bay  H  here ;  for,  wten 
they  are  making  theii  patcliasea  here,  they  Will 
calenlMe  iheloMe*  ther  ne  lo  anxtain  abrotd,  and 
theae  will  be  eoaeidered  in  the  prices  which  they 
will  pay !  the  naceaaaiy  cniiequeiiee  IhereTitre  is, 
that  the  priee  of  Ameriflaii  produce  must  tfak  in 
proponioB  to  ifati  ftvat  toss,  and  that  the  loos  will, 
of  aourae,  fail  apen  Aneriean  agrieultDiv. 

Again,  sir,  at  to  the  effect  upon  the  msTbet  for 
AmerieaB  prodaee.  We  setMl  to  EnglSBd  and  her 
coloDiestarge^miUHttaaiif  oor  Dttita  prodactioDs; 
I  will  iastaaee  eottoa  done.  In  1905,  We  exported 
to  Boghrad  86,770,000  pAunds  of  cottaa.TBlued  at 
^,184,979;  m  1806,  it  Would  be  still  inore;  l>e- 
eawM  ID  1804,  we  exported  to  Llvvrpoot,  78,953 
tMles,  and  in  the  three  'fint  auartatB  of  the  y^r 
1805,  tbe  export  to  Liferpool  was  98.414  bales; 
thos,  it  apprara  that  SJoXland  is  a  grfeat  and  in- 
«r«aaiiig  Market  for  ooretttteD.  We  hnporilVtnn 
England  aM  the  eottata  -giMids  w«  liae,  «ieept  the 
While  and  BlBined  e«ttons  whieh  ootne  ftom  the 
£«at  ladies.  By  dimieirfilDK  the  iraportatten  of 
tiMse  fitbrfes,  wB'oreoaTae  dlmibiih  the  demand 
fdr  onr  own  eotton;  for  aOtMng  is  more  clear, 
than  that  as  suoa  as  We  refme  to  import  faer  eoi- 
ton  naatffaetures,«be  tattst  reftise  to  bar  "f  us 
tho  raw  ntaierial  out  tif  whieh  ihey  are  made. 
The  ooawqaenee  wilt  be  a  reduction  la  the  price 
of 'Mir  eotiaa,  to  tbe  amooat,  probaMy  ef  fln^  or 
'  per  c«it.      With   seme,   bowerer, 


tfoMble;  I 

trWdtngto  ladie  with  large  oapllals,  and  Who  tell 
yoa  itwy  eao  furaiab  us  With  jetton  ftoods  from 
tfaeaee.  Far  thae  ibk«  shy  as  aoon  as  emtott  can 
bt  faoBght  w  (his  «oao(ry  at  tWeKe  and  an  half 
ot&JWm  eeMs  per  poaad,  it  will  beeoneaj6od 
^aepttn  to  India  as  a  ratMitule  for  moaey,  li«w, 
bowevKr  si^eeable  it  may  be,  to  iheae  merehabis 
ta  increase  their  fotunea,  by  tedvrfog  the  price  of 
eotttni,  I  ItDagiae  it  will  ael  be  verr  favorably 
considered  by  tbe  planien  of  the  Souiheni  Snrtea, 
wbo  send  their  eojlDn  to  Bnclaad,  akd  sell  It  rrom 
twerrty-SYe  lu  sixty  cents.  This  is  ose  of  the  ef- 
fects to  he  produced  en  (be  Boutheni  etates,  and 
the  gettdeman  flroai  Georgia  eoDeidera  tbem  more 
iatetesieil  in  this  Bmsare  than  the  Others.  This 
may  he  true,  but  I  meaa  to  show  that  tbe  Middle 
StaKCB  are  very  much  int«restad  in  it  likewise.  I 
do  not  ivriead  to  notice  the  tobaoeo  of  Maryland, 
T!rgii>lB,  and  North  Caroiina,  although  in  this 
article  we  ezpon  to  Snglaad,  fVom  two  and  an 
half, IB  fottr  and  an.  half  miiliona  of  dollars  aa- 
ntiBlly.  We  export  to  il>e  Briti^  West  Indies, 
in  'floUr,  corn  meal,  other  prorieioas,  and  lanaber, 
■navally,  aboet  rn  miHioosand  &f(y  tbbusend do|. 
lars.  We  recctn  in  teiarb  rum,  M^r,«Hd  CoSee, 
tft«bc  wwoaat  of  fituraadan 


lara;  ihei 


asinder  partly  in 
I  change  on  En; 


ipecie,  bnfprineipafly 
igland.  If  we  refaiM  to 
.nd  an  half,  in  tbepra- 
dncts  of  these  iilands,  can  the  West  Indian  planter 
purchase  our  articles  al  as  high  a  price  as  be  bsir 
pays  for  them?  Certainly  not,  and  the  imritc- 
ble  efiecl  will  be  to  reduce  the  ralne  erf  bH  thosa 
products  Which  are  the  growth  of  the  Middle 
Stales.  In  fact  it  may  Iw  said  g|enerally,  th«t 
when  yot  prohibit  the  imponatjoD  into  thiacoim- 
try  of  all  articles  ofthe  (growth,  produce,  or  manu- 
facture of  Great  Britain,  you  thereby  diminiA 
their  ability  to  puf chase  the  products  of  our -(rWn 
country,  1o>  which  Great  Britain  furaikbes  t 
greater  market  than  all  tbe  rest  of  the  world  be* 
sides.  The  more  eilknsire  the  probibitiotQ,  tba 
more  rxtensire  the  injury  lo  onrsetves. 

I  hare  ezsmitted  the  resolution  of  the  fiendi^ 
man  ftntn  FennsyUania,  under  tbrtw  Aiffi>rait 
riews:  Pint.  That  the  ffiaoDer  in  which  it  it 
expressed,  together  with  the  language  of  thosa 
who  supported  it.  would  be  calcutaieifto  prodntw 
war.  Becoodly.  That,  by  adoptib^  it,  we  should 
hn^rd  bearly  one-hair  of  oiir  rCTenue,  a  codmU- 
etabtft  part  of  which  would  be  lost.  And  thirdly. 
That  if  neither  of  these  effects  were  producedj  die 
necessary  cottsequence  would  ^  a  Vast  dimtoti- 
tioD  in  the  vatuk  of  our  own  products  which 
would  fall  upon  the  agricultural  part  of  tne  com- 
munity alboe. 

1  must  now  be  pennined  n  ivctlr  aghin  lo  the 
second  point,  for  the  purpose  or  showing  that  Wb 
cBiniot  t»e  supplied  with  many  important  artictes 
from  other  nations,  which  We  get  from  Great 
BHuin,  and,  of  course,  (hat  the  Whole  of  the  rer- 
enue  collected  frora  Inese,  will  be  sunk  to  the 
Unhed  States.  I  am  aWare,  Mr.  Ohairman,  of  the 
difficulty  of  proring  a  ttejatire — it  can  only  be 
done  by  examiuin^  the  positions  held  by  your  ad^ 
rersarics,  and  by  showing  the  Weakoess  of  thrir 
arguments.  And  here  !  may  be  permitted  to  rtp- 
prets  a  wish,  that  gentleman  who  ny  we  can  fie 
supplied  from  other  cottbtriea,  bad  offered  us,  In- 
stead of  their  opinions,  somvproofii,  some  author^ 
ities.  &nt  we  have  had  none.  Since  1  offered  a 
resotutloB,  some  days  ago,  Ibr  a  partial  prahibiTiint 

■     '  '         ■  ined  by  e  '  "  " ' 


nly,  1  hare  b 
ndanonymonsn 


ymoos  tetter* 
wnpapM's,  attempting 


found  more  argutneni  in  them  than  I  hare  heard 
on  this  floor. 

My  position,  whm  I  snhmitted  the  lesolntioti 
fdr  a  partial  t>rohifaicioD,  was,  that  our  revenoe  waa 
JeriTedfrvtn  Imposts;  that  nearly  one-hslfof  ft 
arose  f^om  the  articles  imported  from  Qreat  Brit- 
ain, and  that  with  a  great  proportion  (in  amonat) 
«r  thvse  we  could  net  be  supplied  by  other  nations. 
This  position  I  still  maintaia,  and  will  endeavor 
to  prove  it  by  the  documents  now  on  the  table. 

From  tbe  documents,  it  appears  that,  althoueh 
w«  exported  lo  Great  Britain  and  Irefand,  in  the 
year  1804,ef  onr  domestic  produce,  only  QHJSY,- 
000,  yet  that  we  imported  from  these  two  places, 
10  goods  paying  tbe  ad  valorem  duty,  more  tbas 
double  that  sum,  ambractog  witti  ineoiMldnaUa 
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Nem-Impoiiation  of  Good* from  Gnat  Brilau^ 


Mabch,  1806. 


COIlOD,    liueD,  ailk, 

pMper  miDuraeturet,  and 


czceptiooi,  all  ihi 

nieiBl,rBrlheD,gla    ,  .    , 

■mountiag  to    about    26,000,000  of  dollars.     Ii 

that  year  we  imporled  Trom  all  tbe  world  (iDclud- 

ng  BrJmia  and  irelaad)iD  (beMmekind  of  goods 

paying  the  ad  valorem  duly      -  833.772.125 

FromQieatBiiiaiuaDdlielaDd         -  26,000,000 


LeaTiDg  this  ai  iheamouiiiof  impoili 
from  all  other  parts  of  the  world    •    7,772,125 


Id  the  Mme  year  we  exported  to  all 
Surope,  iocludJDg  Great  Britain 
aod  Irelaod,  of  dometlic  produce    -  23,085,000 

Of  tbii  we  wnt  to  Btitaio  and  Ire- 
land         11.787,000 


Leaviog  for  the  export  to  the  conti- 
neni  of  Europe        -        -        -        - 

SupposiDg  the  merchant  to  have  gain- 
cd  for  his  freight,  iniur«tice,  riik, 
ice^  only  thiriy-ihre«  and  a  third  per 
cent.,  and  I  beliefe  it  is  more  Ire- 
queoily  fifty  per  cent.,  you  muit  add    3, 


LeBTiDg  this  sum  on  the  continent  of 
Europe  at  the  diipoMil  of  out  mcr- 
chanta 15,064.110 


Of  these  fifteen  millioDs  of  dollar^  aboat 
half  are  aent  to  Englaod  by  Dieani  of  bills  of 
exchange,  to  pay  fur  thoae  goods  which  we  get 
from  thence,  now,  i>  it  not  fair  reason,  if  the 
goods  which  we  get  from  Britain  and  Ireland 
could  be  purchased  on  the  coQiiaent,  that  our 
meicbaota  would  supply  themiielves  there,  where 
the  money  i«,  rather  than  be  ai  the  irouole,  ex- 
pense, and  risk,  of  rcraitting  it  to  England  1  K 
coarse  woollen  cloths,  for  iasiaoce.  are  to  be  had 
fiom  Germany,  why  are  they  not  orougbt  to  usT 
And  is  it  not  an  iocooiestable  fact  that  we  import 
Done  of  them  1  It  is,  sir ;  at  least,  such  is  ibe  in- 
foimatioD  which  I  have  obiaiued  from  mercan- 
tile men  of  the  first  respectability,  both  on  this 
floor,  and  in  the  large  trading  towns  of  the  Untied 
States.  In  fact,  the  iaformation  which  I  have 
Kceived  from  tbem,  gives  the  ipme  result  as  to 
woollen,  cotton,  meial,  and  earthen  tnanufaciures. 
It  appears  impossible  that  we  could  be  supplied 
from  the  contioent  of  Europe  with  these  ariiclet, 
when  we  couLd  tell  our  own  products  at  better 
prices,  and  obtain  these  goods  on  better  terms,  by 
exchanging  the  one  for  the  other  in  the  same 
ntarket.  The  truth  is,  that  we  get  none  of  them. 
And  wbyl  Not  because  we  have  not  money  on 
Ibe  contiaeot  to  purchase  with,  but  because  they 
ate  not  to  be  had  there. 

I  oSer  this  as  a  general  argument  to  meet  the 
aasertioDs  of  those  gentlemen,  who  sny  that  we 
can  be  supplied  elsewhere  than  from  Britain. 

It  has  more  than  once  beea  alleged  that  we 
can  get  from  Germany  all  the  coatsewoulien  cloths 
that  we  require,  and  Saxony  in  particular  has  been 
mentioned  as  being  capable  of  furnishing  a  large 
anpply.  I  bold  in  my  hand  a  newspaper  contain- 
ing on  extract  from  a  German  periodical  work. 


This  extract  has  been  published  for  ifae  porpoae 
o(  showing  that  lome  statemeots  heretofore  made 
by  me.  relative  to  the  German  manufsciures,  were 
imperteci.  I  do  not  know  ibat  it  is  quite  prndpnt 
to  notice  in  the  Honse,  attacks  made  upon  ut  in 
the  newspapers,  but  as  there  is  nothio^  personal 
in  this,  and  it  is  said  to  contain  hittorical  facts, 
published  at  this  moment  for  information,  I  wiU 
venture  to  examine  iL  What  I  sbatl  read  will  be 
the  extracts  from  the  German  work.  It  atntea 
that  the  "  Electorate  of  Saxony  has  about  two  mil- 
'  liooB  of  inhabitants.  It  coniaios  eighty-nine 
'  large  and  small  towns,  the  inbabitant*  of  which 


'sand." 

As  Saxony  has  been  selected,  the  preaumption 
is  that  it  is  one  of  the  mort  considerable  manu- 
facturing States  in  Germany,  and  as  a  fact  of 
very  great  importance,  it  is  stated  that  eighty-five 
thousand  of  it*  inhabitanu  are  employed  in  mann- 
faeiuring  wool.  Supposing  the  same  proponioa 
to  exist  throughout  all  Qermany,  between  the 


one  twentieth  part  are  concerned  in  this  branch. 
How  then  can  the  woollen  maauftetures  in  Ger- 
many bear  a  compariaou  with  those  of  England  t 
The  counties  in  England  in  which  the  manu- 
facture of  wool  is  roost  extensively  carried  on, 
are  Lancaster,  York,  Wills.  Gloucester,  Somerset, 
EMex,and  Devonshire;  ana  I  learn  from  a  workof 
very  high  authority,  Postlethwayt's  Universal 
Dictionary  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  that  in  the 
parish  of  Halifax  only,  in  Yorkshire,  there  are 
upwards  of  one  hundred  thousand  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  manufacture  of  kerseys  done.  If 
then  in  a  single  parish  this  gre«t  number  of  per- 
sons are  engaged  in  manufacturing  one  species 
only  of  coarse  cloths,  what  number  may  we  iu- 
agine  are  employed  m  the  woollen  manufacture 
throughout  England  1  1  find  from  the  same  au- 
thority that  not  less  than  one  million  are  engaged 
in  the  manufaclDre  of  fine  cloths  only,  and  as 
those  of  a  coarser  kind  are  more  extensively  used, 
1  think  it  fair  to  calculate  that  two  millions,  at 
least,  of  the  people  of  England  are  employed  ia 
the  manufacture  of  woollen  cloths.  This  is  equal 
to  one-fourth  of  their  whole  population.  What 
then  is  the  consequence?  It  is  this— that  in 
England  where  one-fourth  of  the  people  carry  on 
the  manufacture  of  wool,  they  can,  ncK  only  sup- 

£1y  their  population  of  eight  millions,  but  also 
Bve  large  quantities  for  exportation;  while  in 
Germany,  where  it  is  carried  on  by  a  iweotieth 
part  only,  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  they  can  ex- 
port any,  after  supplying  their  own  population  of 
about  twenty-six  millions.  1  do  not  believe,  how- 
ever, that  they  do  even  supply  their  own  popo< 
lation,  and  1  think  this  is  proved  by  an  extract 
from  the  same  German  work,  that  I  have  just  read 
from.  "  The  British  manufacturers  (says  this 
'  German  author)  consider  the  Saxons  as  danger* 
'  ous  rivals.  British  agents,  by  making  large  pur- 
'  ehuei  in  sheafing,  rused  the  prioe  of  fine  wocd 
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■  ID  Bczonr,  ID  1B(M,  19  per  cent.,  BDit  or  tbe  i^mr- 
'  Kr  kinds  betWMD  60  end  70  per  cent  They 
'  eodeaf  orcd  to  ruio  the  Shod  mcDafacrarere. 
'  and  elinon  sDccepded.  Wbeo  tbe  CDarsesl  wooP 
'coal  from  four  to  five  ric  dollare.a  piece  of  eoane 
<  doth  «r«a  Mid  at  13  la  14  riz  dollare.    No<r  the 

■  aame  wool  eotts.  by  ruod  of  Britlah  pnrehasea 
'  obteflr,  S  to  8  dollars ;  ibe  price  of  cloth  oogbt 
'  therefore,  to  be  30  riz  dollars,  but  imporlaiioDS 
'  from  Englaod  keep  li  at  16  lo  18  rix  dollare.'* 
What  theo  are  the  faets  disaloied  in  tbia  extract ' 
Thejr  are  these,  (tod  1  ooosider  them  as  deciding 
the  questioD,  m  10  the  Hipplr  of  cloths  to  be  drawo 
irom  Ctermany,)  that  the  British  tnaanfaeiDrers 
can  go  into  Saxony,  pnrehaie  ap  the  Bason  wool, 
carry  it  lo  Eagland,  manB&Btore  it  into  cloib, 
return  with  it  again  lo  Bazoiiy,  pay  the  dntieawiib 
double  iotnraace  and  double  freight,  and  after  all, 
can  undersell  the  Sazoa  manufacturer  in  his  own 
market.  Again,  eir,  Postletbwayl,  in  his  valu- 
able work,  aanrs,  that  in  Leipsic,  one  of  the  ^ie- 
etpal  eitiet  oi  9aiooy,  and  certainly  among  the 
most  commereial  in  Qermany,  at  their  fair*,  which 
are  held  iwiee  or  three  timaa  ynr,  an  Immense 
trade  is  carried  on  in  Bnglish  oloilu.  In  addition 
to  this.  1  wUl  statefurther,  thatamoat  respeeiable 
German  house  to  whom  I  applied  by  letter,  say 
in  their  answer,  "from  the  bnt  infomMtion,  we 
'  can  coUeel,  we  learn  tbat  the  coarse  cloths  wnieh 
'  are  made  in  Qermany,  are  scoer 
'  ferest  quality,  and  not  faithfully 
Can  It  tbco  be  said,  after  a  knowledge  of  these 
facts,  that  we  can  beiupplicdfrom  Qermany  with 
those  coarse  cloths  which  we  now  gel  from  Eng- 
land  1  The  finer  ona  I  believe  mny  be  had  from 
France  and  Holland,  but  not  those  ot  a  coarser 
kind. 

OenilemcD  apeak  of  this  reaolntlon  as  going 
merely  to  a  prohibition  of  luxuries ;  these  I  sfaaM 
be  wining  to  tnrrender  a*  soon  as  any  mao.  Bat. 
air,  the  laxnry  of  a  sabeiantisl  eloih  coat  in  a  cold 
winter's  da^,  or  a  warm  wooUea  blanket  in  a  cold 
winter's  Bight,  1  do  not  wish  to  see  denied 
to  the  peo|de  of  this  soaotry.  As  to  woollen 
blankete,  they  mannfaciure  none  in  Germany, 
except  those  which  are  oalled  hotse  blankets. 
Tboae  for  boasehold  use,  are  aU  nade  of  cotton, 
and  bow  mdily  our  habits  can  be  accommodaien 
to  these.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

1  have  Ibns  endeavored  to  show,  with  what  me- 
cess  tbe  Committee  must  determine,  that,  by 
adopting  this  resolution,  we  hazard  a  war ;  that 
tbe  course  of  commerce  will  be  materially,  sod- 


tries  many  important  articles  with  which  Britain 
sappiies  us,  the  revenue  will  be  much  diminished ; 
and  that  .tbe  value  of  out  own  prdducis  will  be 
lessened  loan  incalcnlableamount.  Having  been 
a  cocsJdenibie  time  on  the  floor,  I  feel  ottremely 
ezbaniied,  and  will,  therefore,  close  my  remarks, 
although  it  wai  my  with  to  have  said  much 
more  on  this  subject;  particnlarly  to  point  out 
tbe  difierent  effects  to  be  prodnced  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  measifTO  now  under  diicauion,  and 
that  which  was  sabnutied  by  ttyaelf.    To  my 


own  propusjlion,  however,  1  am  Dot  ezclualTdy 
attached.  I  have  thought  and  do  still  think  it  the 
best  which  has  been  proposed.  This  I  truiit  wilt 
be  tbe  opinion  of  the  Honse.  Believing  the  con- 
duet  of  Qreai  Brilaio  towards  this  country  not  lb 
be  justified,  I  tm  willing  to  unite  in  snch  mea* 
snres  as  may  induce  her  to  do  us  justice.  But  F. 
will  not  go  to  the  ezleol  proposeiT  in  this  resoln- 
tioa,  becaa»e  I  am  persaadnl  it  will  operate mucb 
more  injuriously  upon  ourselves,  than  upon  those 
whom  we  intend  to  affect  by  iL 

Mr.   Macon— Mr.   Chairmati,   I  feet  myaeV 
boned  by  the  call  which  has  been  made  by  three' 

fFallenen  from  PennsylvaDia,  (Messrs.  Grboo, 
MiLi«,Bnd  FiNDLBv.)  with  whom  I  bave  long 
been  in  the  habit  of  friendship,  B  frtendsbip  on 
my  part  nneere,  to  state  the  reasons  which  wiU 
govern  my  condnci  on  this  occasion ;  whether  they 
may  be  ■atiafaciory  to  others  or  not,  thej  are  per- 
fectly so  10  me.  Tbat  a  difference  m  opinion  sub- 
sist* between  the  members  with  regard  to  the 
meMures  best  adapted  to  the  present  crisis  of  oiu 
affairs,  is  evident  rrom  the  number  of  resolutions 
on  your  table.  An  attempt  has  been  made  lo 
liken  this  resolution  lo  one  agreed  to  in  1793 ;  bat 
are  they  alike?  I  think  not.  That  was  general, 
and  operated  alike  on  every  part  of  tbe  Union, 
while  this,  in  my  opinion,  is  special,  and  will  only 
operate  on  one  part  of  the  Union  ;  and  this  {Mr- 
tial  operation  will  be  severely  felt  by  that  section 
of  the  country  which  I  in  part  represent.  Be- 
ides  this  clear  difference  in  the  two  resolutions, 
rill  not  all  the  three  gentlemen  agree  that  there 
ii  a  great  and  striking  difference  in  oar  affiUra 
with  Oretl  Briiain— in  1793  and  now?  Her  mo- 
tivee  msy  be  as  unfriendly  now  at  then ;  but  I 
ipeak  of  facts  known  to  all,  not  of  motives  j  the 
,oen  held  the  western  posts,  she  then  detained  tui 
immense  property  belonging  lo  the  Souibem  peo- 
ile,  both  in  violalion  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace. 
}be  then  instigated  the  Indians  to  war  on  the 
frontiers,  and  then,  as  at  this  lime,  impiessed  oar 
sailors  and'eaptured  our  vessels ;  besides,  ihe  Uni- 
ted Stales  had  not  then  relinquished  tbe  pnnci- 
pie,  that  free  ships  should  make  free  goods.  In 
relinquishing  this  principle,  they,  in  a  great  meas< 
ure  lost  sight  of  the  carrying  trade,  by  peaceable 
means;  but,  if  gentlemen  wish  to  tnrn  lo  Europe, 
'.hey  will  find  that,  in  1793,  the  treaties  of  Pavia 
jnd  Ptinttz  were  in  force.  Let  the  faclR  which  I 
have  staled  be  compsred  with  ibose  of  the  present 
day,  and  all  must  confess  that  there  is  a  very  con- 
siderable difference.  I  have  said  this  much  to 
show  that  there  is  no  analogy  in  the  facis  of  the 
present  time  and  those  of  1793,  and  that  there  is 
no  change  of  opinion  in  me,  V,  however,  I  am 
mistaken,  it  is  an  bunest  mistake. 

]it  nation,  in  my  opinion,  must  take  her 
choice  of  two  alternatives;  to  be  bappy  and  con- 
d,  without  war,  and  without  internal  lazes; 
)  be  warlike  and  glorious,  abounding  with 
what  ie  called  honor  anfdigoity,  or  in  other  worda 
lazes  and  Wood.  If  it  be  the  first,  ihe  people  will 
continue  to  enjoy  that  which  they  have  hitherto 
enjoyed — more  priviltges  than  has  fallen  lo  the 
lot  of  any  nation  with  whose  history  we  m  ae- 


DigitizcdbyGOOglC 


687 


HISTORY  OF  (^OilCfRfiait 


ess 


H-ora. 


fha-Imporiatim^  QooJ»fivm  Qrttit  Stittwat, 


anainted;  xYntj  will,  w  they  bare  dose,  liv*  pl«t- 
bfuUf  OD  then  farms,  ana  SBch  as  cKooee,  wtU 
«arrf  on  a  laic  Uade,  br  excbaBgiof  our  wirpIiH 
producttoDi  for  Mch  foreign  articles  as  wa  toar 
waot.  If  we  Uka  the  oihej-  atouihI  w«  abalt,! 
fear,  pursue  the  saoie  career,  mi kh  kas  nearlf,  or 
«aiie  ruiBCil  all  xhc  oiher  nations  of  ihe  gTobe. 
Look  at  the  people  of  £liif[lasd,  le^liy  free,  bw 
half  their  liaie  fighuDS  for  the  honor  and  dic»it|r 
of  the  Ciowa.  aod  (He  carr^isz  tra^ie,  and  we 
whether  thejr  bavs  gaiaad  anyiEing  by  alt  ihe« 
Wttte>  far  lbs  nailoii  except  taxes,  and  ibese  tbey 
bave  in  tbe  greatext  abaodaaoe.  Look  also  at 
Fraaas,  bel'ore  the  Reroluiion,  and  we  ihall  we  a 
people  poa^esaing  a  ferule  countrf  and  fiae  eli- 
BMte,  havlDg  the  honor  to  tight,  and  be  taxed  u 
much  Bs  they  could  bear,  for  tbe  gtotv  and  dtg- 
nit;  of  the  grand  monarque.  Let  ui  tara  fram 
fb«M  two  giMt  nations,  and  Tiew  Swiizerlaod 
during  the  same  period;  ihovgh  sot  powerful 
like  the  others,  we  shall  see  the  people  free  and 
happr  without  wari,  cooleated  at  hone,  heraiMn 
'  ujey  bad  enough  to  liveooBifoTtaUp  on,«ad  not 
vvertaxed.  The  kiitwy  of  tbne  three  nations 
•light  10  convince  us  that  public  force  iiad  Ub- 
«ru  cauQot  dwell  in  the  same  couatrf. 
I  mean  not  to  iiopate  improper  moitTes  to  any 

£e,  for  to  esamibe  the  Journal  after  chaacee, 
3ugh  I  am  perfectly  wiUiig  to  have  ii  thosJted 
Set,  from  the  day  1  look  a  teat  in  tbe  House  to 
c  {ireseDt.  after  naf  nane;  and  if,  ob  exaaiina- 
tioD,  it  slull  appear  that  I  bava  changed  my  poU- 
tieal  principle^  or  have  not  uniformly  adhered  la 
Uen,  I  ant  wtiUog  to  bear  tbe  name  of  a  politi- 
cal hypocrite.  1  have  formerly  been,  oa  rely 
great  questions,  in  ymj  aouU  minwitics  i  oa  a 
Boat  imporlaBtiHieslioii.iaa  mikority  not  luffi- 
eient  to  coaomaud  the  yeas  and  nays.  I  will  say 
ao  more  on  this  subject ;  noibii^  «an  be  i 
diw^rceable  ihaa  to  lelk  about  one's  self,  .uu 
aothing  could  juttifv  it  but  the  call  wbiek  baa 
been  tnade;  perhaps  t  have  already  said  too  mtaeh 
oit  it,  but  it  was  impouible  to  say  less. 
.  fhe  dispute  with  Oreal  Britain  is  laoat  in- 
^Beiiianably  for  tbe  carrying  trade ;  a  iitde  wbicb 
u  less  beneocial  lo  the  nation  tbati  a^y  other,  and 
ft  trade  which  bas  produced  most  of  our  di^tes 
with  foreign  nationi,  and  it  is  the  only  trade  that 
requires  expensive  proteerioa.  Will  aoy  ooeeou- 
teiid  that  this  trade  is  half  «s  imporlaDt  as  tbe 
•oasuDg  trade?  This  caonot  and  will  not  be  con- 
tended, for  cTery  one  knows  that  ibe  eoasiifig  ii 
Ibe  best  trade.  It  not  only  excbaoges  ibe  pro- 
ducts of  one  part  of  the  nation  for  tboee  of  ae- 
Other,  but  it  sdso  lead),  by  making  us  better  ae- 

Suaiited  with  each  other,  to  coBOecl  us  more  in' 
malely,  aad  to  make  every  part  harmonize  for 
the  pnblic  good.  The  trade  which  i  csusider  the 
next  best  lor  a  nation  to  carry  on,  is  the  direct 
trade  for  borne  coniumptioa,  by  which  the  sur- 
l^ai  produce  of  one  country  is  exchanged  for  that 
of  another;  and  in  this,  as  in  every  branch  of 
trade,  this  great  rule  will  be  adhered  to — buy 
cheap  Bod  sell  dear  if  you  can.  With  the  coast- 
ing and  direct  trade  agriculture  is  more  nearly 
eonnected  than  with  any  other.    But  a  nation 


may  be  aipfonltural  withodt  bebig  eoaineacMl: 
Tbe  Swiu  cantom  bnd  Uilu  were  «f  tUs  de* 
scriptioa^  and  it  may  be  rei»arked  thai  Milaa  if 
the  moct  populoua  coniry  in  Barope.  Ohiu  is 
laid  lo  be  of  Ibe  Mtta  cbaraeMr.;  biit^  aa  Utile  is 
bnewB  of  thai  eon  iKr^,  I  shall  not  ^oie  it  a  »< 
tablisb  a  fact  witicb  le  clmrly  ertaUiaked  by  tbe 
other  two.  A.  eeuMry  may  alao  fte  cenitaereiKi 
withoiH  twiiig  biRbly  agtioiillDftil,  asivaE  tbe  ease 
with  Venice  aatf  saneocher  Buropdaa  Powcn: 
Sut  let  H*  pvraue  that  staicK  whiofa  enr  own  rwt- 
wrieDee  has  proved  to  be  Ibe  bat  fot  the  U«te4 
Itaiet ;  &r,  ainee  tbe  adeptioa  of  the  prcsant  Gow 
itiioiian,  aad  beiote  this  day,  we  have  kmA  trpiay 
imee.  It  will  be  rcmerabned,  that  daring  iko 
FreMh  Revolwitoo,  we  bad  cetnplaiott  agaiHl 
Praaoe.  Her  <]a*en>mnt  issiwd  orders  of  wfaick 
w»  justly  oomplatDed;  one  of  t&en,  I  belWe* 
declared  all  tbe  prodttolion  aBd  ■aoufanqi us  at 
Great  BriUin  to  be  eootrtbaad  of  w*r;.thi%  if 
eiecnied,  would  hare  nebrly  cKt  offal)  ooHnonif 
cation  with  a  nation  with  wboai  wa  earriet  <ba 
the  greatest  trade.  What  dU  wa  tben  dol  We 
:«nt  Minisiert  to  Frasice,  with  two  itf  whom  alw 
tefaied  to  bavenny  iuefodine,  but  pvcteoded  to 
bewillisg  tenegotiate  with  the  ausr.  All  ilw 
Ministers  fioally  feiurned  faoDae.  end  we  took  half 
way  mea^ates  againat  her,  which  sue  tl*s  wont  t£ 
leaaurei,  and  which  peodtMed  a  sort  of  tetf 
.  which  I  believe  injflied  tn  mOre  (ban  faer^w 
Hw. besides  the  actual  capease,  erfaiefa  aiay  be^i-' 
laaiad  at  not  leu  than  (lO.OOQJDOe,  k  nearjiy  niia^ 
the  agviculiural  peopie  by  redacias  the  priooeC 
prodaoei  fiour  iivedoeed  fron  twdveaid  t»m- 
teen  dollars  pee  barrel  to  e»f  aiMl  (obMco,:ftaB 
ten -aad  twelve  dollaia  per  faundred  to  thcee;  and 
doubt  the  same  effect  on  other  ,Uti- 
clea  of  axporlaieaB.  And  how  waro'we  MUMed 
from  tbese  eriti  i  We  again  sent  Miutstera,  who 
were  received,  and  they  made  «  tmiy.  fiwideo 
wbat  has  been  before  etaled  of  the  •Mdoei  <f 
Qraat  Britain,  U  wiU  not  be  forgMtM  that  aha 
decUred  all  Prance  in  a  state  of  bkiskade,  aad 
this  order  would  have  cut  off  all  commercial  i»- 
tereourae  with  her,  who  then  wanted  moch  of  out 
produce^  To  Qraat  Briuin,  aleo,  a  Miniiler  was 
sent,  and  he  m«de  a  treaty.  1  am  now  desiroiu 
chat  the  same  iitepi  should  be  pur— ed  befoee  w« 
adopt  decisive  meaaofes.  We  once  laid  aa  eon 
bsrgo,  of  which  we  tired.  This  shows  the  vecfia- 
Miy  of  acting  cantiously,  and  of  lakieg  no  meas> 
uree  wbioh  weeannot«dhereto.  All  the  geatlo* 
men  who  have  supported  tbe  reMluiion  now  wa- 
der coQsidention,  have  exprested  doubts  whethot 
it  would  produce  greater  effeets  oo  Btiiaia  or 
oaraelvea.  This  is  surely  donhting  tu  policy,  and 
if  its  policy  be  doubled  by  its  friends,  wbat  eoght 
to  be  tbe  result  of  otu  inqnirieB,  ospecially  when 
it  is  believed  that  its  adoption  will  malerially  nr 
.n  of  tbe  country,  and  that  part  miiio- 
ural?  Does  the  puUi^  good,  nfaoM 
have  heard  so  CHioh,  require  that  K 
measure  which  its  frieods  seem  to  think  of  doobt 
ful  policy,  ought  to  he  adopted,  whn  none  ea* 
doubt  but  it  will  injure,  if  not  saerifiee,  ibe  real 
ifltereot  of.K  part  at  tbe  oonnuiuiiy  7   JSautmax 
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tba  iwtt  (/  lb*  SfOTMiir  »f  tU«  Trnturr,  and 
il  miti^  at  «ae  -^raae,  diowfton  irbmtquiner  the 
^Mlit«>p»rt  itnade  t*OfeatBtilBia;DUia&'th« 
import,  aod  you  wKl  laaen  die  ^tce  of  the  ea- 
part,  if  it  aktU  beezportcd.  But 'we  are  Mid  that 
w*  are  boaad  to  pnnm  «Dttnerce,'n)*aiiiiig,  I 
■HiqiMe,  tJiBt  this  reioluiioii  muit  be  adopted. 
"then  if  va  tu«  realLf  boatad.  and  there  ia  Bo  dis- 
eretioB,  DolhiBg  of  eapedieilcy,  their  is  bo  ocm- 
•ion  iar  tbii  Hive*tigm»n.  But  gentlmiea  ^M 
kHv,  that  OD  tnif  qwMiota,  diaeretuA  ma;  and 
mil  M  exereiaed. .  BatfawrcmTealh-doaaDotlf 
Mg  fat  «OBwn«l»e  abd  aaf  intioDi  Oa  tbii  aa^ 
jeellean  eooHeatlf  a^teiJ  to  thoaa  iwost  iuar- 
BMeifi  WhaLainee  iba  adofXaon  of  the  preacBt 
CoBititttioa,  W  nad«  tbii  the  aMOnd  oommer- 
cial  natioD  in  the  worldl  Befor*  that  m  had 
kvt  litllB  eUiaa  Hi  ibe  cfaaraeltr  of  a  cannureial 
Iteopku  Hm  not  tbe  pratrotiBg  4atiea  on  the  toa- 
mtga  0ffor«>igii  TteMlsiaDd- on  soods  imported  in 
tbein,  prodaoed  ibe  effedtl  Ther  have  aeowed 
to  our  vessels  the  barrytig  our  own  prodaetians, 
whiob  •dcooragei  oairi^tioii  in  prtqjoctioa  to 
iheir  imllt.  Ejet  gesKlefDeD  ioqaiie  ih*  mmher  of 
«argo«s  whieh  I^mco  and  eoliab  alaae  fgnish 
ih«  AmerioHi  T«aacla.  Besides  this  encoarage' 
ineat  ^iven  ta  aaTigatiea,  baa  not  a  law  beea 
jMisawl  to  favor  the  foheriaa,  asd  thereby  to  form 
aailtwa  for  the  oaa  of  the  meicbant  scrriee  1  ■  U 
m»f  he  right  here  to  obeerra  that  i  neither  ap^- 
jwoited  >oc  voted  for  that  law,  bnt  ao  attempt  baa 
M«e  heKB  — rfe  to  rewial  il.  This  is  the  eneoM^ 
igtmtu  bj  which,  during  a  tine  of  f>t»ce,  tre 
teve  beMBe  the  sMOsd  comrnereial  BMMwinthe 
wofldj  tnd  this  too  In  the  short  qMee  of  time  ttMie 
tba  aooptiafl  «f  the  preaant  Oonsiituiion— ^ay,  if 
■pm  pImm,  since  tbe  8d  of  Uareb,  1780.  One 
cvmeqneMCfl,  •  Huh  ctRicns,  is  prodaced  bf  ibis 
SDoainagtmeBt,  irbieh  ia  this:  Wbdi  Borope  ia 
at  fesoe,  the  protecting  dnties  prerent  tmf  som- 
)>eUtioB  bjr  foteiga  T<»efs  to  oarry  oat  pnoduc- 
tions,  and  when  at  war,  ao  aasBy  of  our  Tcssels 
•■rrr  for  tha  belUgereBl  nattoae,  ihu  fretghi  is 
neai^r  as  high  with  «s  as  it  is  with  them,  aa  ti»l 
what  lh«  agrktihwal  people  pay  in  tiaw  of  pOace 
t*  eBooarftge,  they  me  the  benefit  ofwbea  Sn- 
rope  is  at  war,  and  when  it  is  mt»t  wasted. 

AmMg  lit*  aTgameala  unMd  to  ahnw  the  eifect 
of  tJiiB  mcasmcva  Great  Britaia,  mn  ia  that  k 
will  insare  hb  a  powerfnl  aid  in  thai  «ovBtry) 
that  At  British  metvhanla  and  mannfkciniws, 
whoaa  Mterestwilliwseriaiislr  affected,  will  rive 
youflll  their  amMaace.    This  arganteBt  has  Seen 
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oompletelr  answered  by  a  geatl^ian  from  Geor- 
Eia,  (Mr.  Esslt.)  Bat  if  gentlemen  really  calcu- 
late to  make  frieoda  on  the  other  aide  of  ibe  water, 
it  swetns  to  ne  that  a  different  plan  woald  pm- 
dnce  aaore  eflecL  Cat  off  ail  intrreourae  betwe»* 
them  and  lis,  and  adhete  to  tbe  plan  long  eaoogh, 
and  you  will  find  the  mcrchania  and  RkaBofaMn- 
ran  of  England,  joined  by  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  West  Indies,  to  hava  the  intcreourse  ojHaed. 
The  Assembly  of  Jamaica  ba*«  acknowledged 
that  iher  caniMi  cet  sappliea  in  plenty  vxcept 
from  the'  United  States^  bat  this  plan  woald  ap- 
etata  m  much  on  bae^  fork,  fisb,  sad  flour,  as  on 


u»baaco  or  cotton.  But  this  wovM  be  too  stroag 
for  them,  white  they  are  desirous  to  adopts  meav 
vre  which  will  hare  ths  same  effect  on  cation  and 
tcAiBceo.  Wbai  is  this  but  a  sacrifice  of  a  part  of 
the  agnenhural  i«tenst-or  the  eoantry  to  what 
they  beiiere  will  be  a  proMctlon  for  the  carrying 
trade?  I  iHontd  like  it  qviteas  well  if  the  attempt 
was  not  to  be  made  aolely  at  the  risk  of  one  part 
•f  lbs  Union.  The  evil  is  fVli  in  one  part,  but 
tbe  remedy  u  to  be  applied  in  anotheni  Adopt 
general,  meaanras,  which  will  operate  equally  Ut 
evetr  pMtof  tbe  cow)Try,«nd  if  tbe  shoe  is  to 
piocft,  let  it  piat&  all  alike,  and  nil  will  then  ba 
wilKng  to  hare  it  off  as  soon  as  poHible. 

1  »m  willing  to  acknowledge  that  a  dollar  got 
by  this  eatryinf  trade,,  and  made  the  propeny  df 
(he  natica,  is  just  «a  good  as  a  dollar  gM  any 
other  way.  even  by  ±eBuiuratioa  of  land,  Bdt 
toes  il  folrow  irom  thenpe  that  yon  arc  to  maiu 
more  saeriflces  to  gel  ^e  dollar  in  that  way  than 
it  is  worib  1  I  ibaok  not.  The  sdoptioa  of  tbn 
resolniioD,  beside*  iia  Kajasl  and  partial  opetaiiaM) 
Will  oonsiderably  affect  iheTerenile,  and  no  w^a 
Bttd  means  are  proposed  to  lAeM  «Dy  deficiency. 
Ob  the  pceaent  question  we  lisk  a.  terBaae  of  te* 
millioae  of  dollnra  raiMd  on  the  cooaumpiioU  of 
foreign  arttcla)  in  the  UniuD,  to  gain— what  1  (I 
spenk  oiriy  of  reveDUe)  aD  adiilional  snm  of 
SB&0,000,  which  additioiial  anm  you  will  lose  aa 
soon  as  yon  duiart  froo)  yaw  neutrality.  It  is 
aalced  BsaiD  and  wstn,  if  we  hava  ax  a  right  ta 
tbe  tMM  ebest  which  so  mudi  hu  been  saidi 
If  the  doelrine  that  fiw  sfaipe  shotiM  makefrae 
goods  had  otrtaincd,  there  conld  be  no  doubl  tm 
tbe  question;  bet  I  mean  nDtto  examine  the  right 
but  the  efiVct  ef  the  reaDUtiaa  (  aor  de  I  mean  M 
deny  that  lbs  mde  is  of  seme  nsa  to  the  naiian< 
Merohants  Would  not  ao  aniionsly  pnrsae  it,  if 
Ibey  made  do  ptodi  by  it  j  and  their  profit  adds  to 
the  BMLoDal  SMck,  and  may  afiect  the  price  at 
nktivearticlea  offered  for  mle.  I  am  slso  willing  to 
acknowledge  that  a  carvo  of  Soar  or  any  other  tur- 
tire  pcoduction  seal  to  the  West  Indies,  and  there 
&^ly  exchanged  for  aagai,  and  the  sngar  brought 
home,  that  the  sugar  is  as  much  ours  as  tbe  pe«- 
4iiec  ol  our  own  soil,  and  this  sugar  so  obtained 
we  have  a  right  to  carry  to  those  that  may  want 
iL  Bnt  the  qncaiitn  before  the  Gomniites  is  ■•£ 
aqnes*ifinorrighi,butof  eXpedisBcy.  lathe  piio- 
lection  which  wilt  be  given  to  this  carrying  tradik 
by  tbe  ado^on  of  the  resolution,  of  thai  sort  and 
of  snoh  eerisinty,  as  U  justify  lb«  ndoption  of  a 
laeasure,  which  will  operate  e«essirely  hard  ob 
one  pari  of  the  Uaion^  Tbe  right  of  deposit  at 
New  Orleans  before  we  parohased  the  coaniry-, 
was  eeruialy  ts  well  established  as  oar  ri^ht  to 
carry  coffee  and  sugar  to  France  and  Spaia,  or 
anywhere  else— it  was  a  right  ackaowle«g«l  hy 
treaty.  But  when  tbe  deposit  was  refaaed,  what 
didwedo?  weloukpaeiGemeaBure8,nDds««eee^ 
ed.  Webeardihenmuchabouihooorwkddigait]!, 
and  that  it  waa  our  dniy  to  enforce  oar  right  by 
armsj  but  noiwithatandiDg  all  this,  we  adopted  n* 
measure  like  tbe  present  i  we  then  acted  for  tka 
ge«eral  welfare.  Doee  it  follow,  beouise  I  am  op- 
pMcd  to  the  naoluUnn,  that  I  atu  uviUing  for 
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Mr  ciiizcDi  to  owd  Teuebl  It  iota  not.  I  mm 
"Willing  thef  maf  ba*e  a*  raaay  *■'  ^^^J  pleue, 
uid  do  what  [hev  pleiM  wiih  them,  so  thai  they 
do  nut  InToIre  ifxe  natioD  in  war  by  them.  On 
this  subject  (he  interest  of  tbe  buibaodinan  in 
New  HMmpahire  and  Georgia  ate  the  same. 

The  genilemtn  who  iBlrodueed  the  reuilatioB 
CZprened  a  wish,  that  no  party  or  geographical 
feelinga  should  ba  brought  into  the  debate.  If 
there  was  do  eaosefor  geographical  feelipcs,  wtiy 
then  wish,  or  why  anticipate  them?  ^t  the 
report  of  the  Seeretary  of  the  Treasurf  be  exam- 
ined,  aod  it  will  be  seen  thai  there  is  caiue  for 
tbisteelmg;  indeed  ihe  statement,  made  from  that 
docQineot  by  a  gentlemcit  froDi  Georgia  (Mr. 
Kably )  must  have  ccmvineed  alt  of  the  partial 

ration  of  the  resolution.  Oo  the  first  page  of 
tepnrt  it  appears,  that  the  annual  exports  to 
Great  Briuia  sod  her  dependencies  are  eaiimated 
U  about  815,690,000,  of  which  sam,  tobaeco  and 
eotloD  aloaemaketS  860,000;  it  also  appears,  that 
we  exported  to  ibe  dotninions  of  Otwat  Britaio  in 
Baropc,for  each  of  the  three  years  etiding  on  30th 
of  September;— in  1802,  the  sura  of  tl^0&S,S21; 
and  that  cotton,  tobacco,  rioe,  pitch,  ur,  and  rosin, 
made  of  that  sum  $8,485,742 ;  in  1803,  (he  aum  of 
•16,466^204,  and  that  the  same  articles  made  of 
that  sum,  tll.912,193 ;  in  1804,  (he  sum  of  (ll,- 
787  659,  and  ibat  the  same  articles  tnade  of  tnat 
nm,  »9,443,e07.  These  aniclea  are  seleciod,  be- 
eatue  they  are  the  produce  of  one  seotiou  of  the 
Union.  The  same  [wrt  of  the  eooatry  producca 
the  fullowing  articles  in  common  with  other  parte 
of  the  nation,  but  the  proportion  of  eteb  is  not 
kaovn ;  flour,  wheal,  beef,  pork,  staTes,  heading, 
biwrdis  plank,  seaotling,  timber,  flaueed,  skintL 
WKX,  bams,  bacon,  torpentioe,  spirits,  lard,  and 
Indian  meal^  and  1  may  add,  picaled  fish;  some 
•f  these  articles  are  carried  to  the  Middle  and 
perban  to  the  Bastrm  States,  and  are  there  ex- 
porteJ,  or  consumed;  and,  if  consumed,  enable 
them  to  export  more  of  iheir  own  prodnelions.- 

It  has  been  Mid,  that  we  have  no  complaint 
agmiiisc  any  nation,  except  Great  Britain.  I  wisK 
moat  sincerely  we  bad  not,  and  that  all  nations 
would  act  BS  honetily  towards  us,  as  we  bare  done 
and  are  willing  to  do  toirards  them ;  but  in  ex- 
amining this  subject,  we  ought  not  to  deceive  oar- 
■dves;  truth,  and  tratb  alone,  should  be  our  aim 
and  guide. 

Hare  we  no  complaints  against  France  aod 
Spain,for  the  conduct  of  some  of  their  peopleoa  the 
oeeani  I  mean  not  to  «ay  a  word  about  the  con- 
duct of  ODe  of  them  on  our  Southwestern  frontier. 
What  has  been  the  practice  at  Cuba  1  to  take  our 
vessels  end  sell  them  and  (heir  cargoes,  wfaether 
with  or  witfaoot  a  trial  I  know  not.  The  owner*, 
Ibelieve,  have  generally  lost  both  vesseland  cargo, 
Aitd  bow  bare  they  treated  your  seamen  1  turned 
them  on  the  first  shore  they  conld,  and  left  them 
to  get  home  as  they  could.  But  it  may  be  said, 
this  is  done  by  picaroons,  and  without  (he  consent 
of  their  GoTernmenta,  sod  that  these  Governments 
do  not  justify  iboM  who  act  in  this  piratical  way. 
The  Qorernmeni  of  Cuba  must  hare  knowied^ 
of  thcae  facta;  diey  are  vommilttd  too  near  it, 


hare  forgot  ihat  CBptaini. ^ 

Chauocey  hare  both  very  lately  been  crtitsing 
un  our  own  coasts  to  drive  (hne  picaroons  from 
it;  besides  all  this,  we  have  beard,  that  a  French 
fleet  lately  burnt  all  the  American  resaelt  it  met 
to  prevail  tbeir  giviag  information  oftheeonne 
it  waa  stcerlne.  In  this  case  they  treated  tbe 
crews  well,  at  least  I  have  not  heard  to  tbe  con- 
trary, and  promised  to  pay  for  tbe  properly  de- 
stroyed. No  one  will  contend  thai  the  fleet  had 
a  right  lo  destroy  this  properly.  These  facts  are 
not  stated  to  exculpate  Great  Britaia,  bM  to  abow 
that  gentlemen  are  mistaken,  wfaee  ibey  say  we 
have  no  eompUints  except  against  BngUnd; 
agaiDM  her,  I  agree  with  tb6  gentleman,  we  have 
well  founded  compliiata. 

The  gentlemao  first  up,  from  Fenosytraitia,  has 
observed,  that  the  cODtr&baad  trade  wavgenerallT 
carried  on  bv  foreignerv.  [Mr.  Gbbos  exotained, 
and  said  he  had  oluerved  that  he  believed  tbia  to 
be  tbe  cose  ia  mnav  instances.} 

Mr.  MicoH.-— I  thank  Ihe  geatteman  for  the  «x- 
planatioo,  as  I  have  no  vtsb  to  misstate  what  baa 
oeen  observed,  but  (be  difierenee  in  the  statemeal 
will  not  afiect  the  question,  that  foreigners  may 
be  cooeerncd  both  in  illicit  and  eoutrafaand  trade. 
i  have  no  doubt  but  there  are  some  ftct*  known 
to  all,  that  will  show,  that  others  besides  foreignefa 
have  been  eoDcemed  io  basiness  not  the  moat  bon- 
orable.  Tbe  petition  of  NiekHn^  and  Griffith,  now 
before  ibeHonse,  contains  (he  proof,  that  an  Amer- 
ican, with  an  Amerieaa  r^itier,  covered  a  vessel 
for  a  foreigner,  wluiarmed  veaaels  to  fiffbt  their  way 
into  the  St.  Domingo  trade.  I  have lieard  it  waa 
not  a  foreigner  but  an  American  who  fitted  oat 
the  Leander  for  Miranda,  and  wbo  by  this  act  ran 
(he  risk  of  commiltiDg  the  peace  of  th«  eeoairy, 
1  understood  that  it  was  an  American,  la  tteting 
these  facts  I  mean  no  reflection  on  theraerebant*; 
they,  like  every  othcrclaas  in  the  eommaniiy,  have 
among  them|;ood,faad,aDdindi8'erent.  Tbe  same 
gentleman  satd  he  was  not  willingto  protect  the 
wild  carrying  trade.  1  know  not  what  (bis  wild 
trade  is,  unless  it  be  that  which  will  involve  the 
natioa  in  war ;  it  is  not  the  contraband,  beeaaae 
that  no  one  will  protect. 

It  has  also  been  said,  that  if  we  adopt  tbe  reso- 
laiion,  and  cannot  get  what  we  want  from  Great 
Britain,  we  will  manufacture  for  ourselves.  Tbia 
sounds  well  on  this  floor,  but  I  very  much  deabt  tha 
ptaeticability  of  making  this  natioa  maaafactnra 
for  itself,  while  we  have  land  enoush  for  every  io- 
dostrious  citixeD  to  become  a  tana  holder,  and  a 
cultivator  of  the  soil.  Connectieat  attd  Massa- 
chusetts have  tried  tbe  experimeot,  and  both  wiih- 
oot  success,  and  both  on  ariiete*  in  which  it  was 
most  likely  to  succeed;  if  these  8tatM,wid)  their 
population,  conld  ootsuceeed,  what  chance  of  sue- 
ccMS  is  there  in  oiher  States  t  The  practicability 
ought  to  be  saiisfartorily  shown  before  we  enter 
on  ihe  plan.  It  may,  as  has  been  said,  preveal 
6ut  wives  from  weariogsilk  gowo5,and  onnelvea 
from  wearing  broadclotb ;  whether  i(  will  |woduoe 
this  eSi-ct  is  quite  uncertaiD  ;  fashion  is  as  great 
a  tyrant  aa  any  wa  have  to  eontead  with ;  it  will. 
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SmLrE)  and  rayHif,  plaio  bb  we  sre,  are  boih 
obliged  in  some  degree  to  yield  lo  it ;  -we  rao  do 
more  contrnd  with  it,  ihea  we  caa  By  lo  Europe. 
Tbegetjileman  froraMasucboi^tia  (Mr.  Ceow- 
ninbhield)  has  lold  us,  that  tbe  balance  of  trade 
bEtweeo  this  country  and  Oteal  Brtlain  is  ten  or 
twelve  miUioDs  annually  sgainit  us,  and  eudea- 
■won  to  support  the  aMertioo  by  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  is  true  that  the  re- 
port stales  B  balaoce  against  us  of  «ll,710,000,aDd 
this  the  Secretary  atteiapti  to  account  for ;  oo 
doubt  be  hasSone  it  as  well  as  it  oan  he  doBefrom 
custom-bouse  hooka.  But  surely  every  one  most 
be  cooTioced,  that  you  cannot  rely  on  them  for 
the  balaoce  of  trade  j  this  balance  is  always  a  se- 
cret, and  depeods  mucli  on  the  economy  apd  in- 
dustry of  those  concerned  io  trade.  Is  it  pouible 
that  this  baUnce  can  really  be  agniast  us,  and  that 
it  has  been  against  ue  ever  aince  the  eirsblisbnieDt 
of  the  present  Cunstiiution,  and  that  our  commet^ 
cial  intercourse  should  he  constaoily  increacing 
with  that  naiioD?  '  It  seems  to  me  to  be  impossible. 
If  the  bataoce  was  really  so  much  ogainit  us,  our 
mercbanis  would  have  long  since  declined  the 
trade.  There  is  a  trade  carried  on  wiib  the  Brit' 
inh  dominions  ig  the  Kast  Indies  from  the  United 
States  which  appears  by  tbe  report  to  be  more 
against  us  than  thai  just  mentioned,  and  I  am  sure 
thai  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  will  not 
aay  that  the  balance  of  that  is  against  us.  The 
annual  exports  to  which  are  8130,000,  and  the 
annual  imports  $3,530,000.  Here  is  a  greater  bal- 
ance appearing  agaiDst  us,  than  that  slated  by  him, 
because  the  whole  exports  to  the  first  have  been 
sUied  to  be  1 15,690,000,  and  the  whule  imports 
are  ^27,400,000.  Tbe  lodia  trade  1  have  always 
DDileraioud  was  rery  profitable,  perhaps  as  much 
so  as  any  carried  on  from  tbe  United  States.  But 
the  same  report  informs  us,  that  on  the  whole 
trade  of  the  nation  there  appears  to  be  a  bBlaoca 
agBinstus,ofS6,855,000.  Cao  there  he  anything 
more  asionisbiog  than  this,  and  is  It  not  evident 
tliat  DO  reliance  can  be  placed  ou  the  custom-house 
bookb  for  the  haUoce  of  trade  t  Look  at  tbe  peo- 
ple, happy  and  prosperous  heyond  example;  all 
classes  doing  well ;  ihe  old  part  of  the  country 


rapidly  improving;  thi 


of 


setilii 


;  the  villages  growing  lalo  Ic 


gwith  unheard- 


last  mentioned  balaoce  against  us.  Philosophers 
and  siaieamen  may  talk  about  the  balance  of  trade, 
but  if  they  confine  themselves  to  the  informatioo 
to  be  derived  fromcustom-house  books,  they  might 
as  well  read  Robinsoa  Crusoe. 

Tbe  same  genilemaa  said,  if  war  should  come, 
we  could  lake  more  from  Great  Britain  than  she 
could  from  us  ;  that  we  bad  done  so  in  the  Revo- 
lulioaary  war.  Without  inquiring  into  pasi  cap- 
tures, let  ns  examine  tbe  situaiion  of  both,  at  both 
periods.  We  are  certainly  much  stronger  now 
than  we  were  at  any  time  during  the  war ;  we 
have  more  men,  and  more  tonna^  and  more  prop- 
erty on  ihe  oceao  ;  and  could,  if  the  same  naval 
force  could  be  bad  to  operate  on  tbe  British  navy, 


disputvd  possession  ofihe  channel  with  hers.  The 
navies  of  these  are  nnw  gone.  But,  besides,  the 
armed  neutratiiy  acted  upon  bar  like  a  powerful 
screw ;  under  the  preicore  of  all  these  she  nearly 
sunk  toward  the  latter  end  of  the  war.  Playfair'* 
Politiesl  Atlas  fulljr  demonstrates  this.  No  doubt 
in  case  of  war,  by  privBieeriog,  we  could  take  many 
of  her  ve^els;  suppose  we  took  more  of  ber  ves- 
sels than  she  did  of  ours,  would  this  he  a  commerce 
that  would  be  beneficial  to  agriculture,  or  to  the 
merchants  engaged  in  exporting  by  fair  andrea- 
ular  trade  the  pioductiODS  of  the  cooniry  7  No, 
it  would  not.  In  the  regular  trade  everything  it 
certaio,  in  the  oiher  all  uaceriain. 

It  has  beep  said  we  might  sequester  the  dehta 
due  from  this  country  to  Britain,  and  thus  indem- 
nify ourselves.  This,  I  never  will  cooseni  to,  so 
long  as  the  treaty  made  by  Mr.  Jay  is  in  force; 
however]  may  disapprove  that  instrument,  I  con- 
sider the  faith  of  the  nation  na  much  pledged  by 
it,  as  it  can  he  by  any  engagement  she  can  enter 
into  with  any  foreign  Power,  But,  it  has  been 
observed,  that  we  may  repeal  the  treaty,  and  thus, 
1  suppose,  gel  clear  of  the  objection  to  sequesira- 
lioD,  which  is  derived  from  it.  We  have  once 
before  tried  this  plan  of  repealing  a  treaiy^  witb 
other  half-war  measores;  out  tbe  repeal  did  not 

Sroduce  any  consequence  favorable  to  the  United 
taiee.  Suppose  you  repeal  the  treaty  by  law, 
and  then  undertake  to  uegoiieie,  and  your  Minis- 
ten  are  askeH,  are  you,  in  coDaequenee  of  the  re- 
peal, at  warT  What  answer  will  he  given?  This 
treaty,  too,  provides  against  sequestratiou  in  case 
of  actual  war;  what  opinions  civilians  and  jurists 
may  entertain  of  the  repeal  of  such  treaty,  1  know 
not.  But,  be  this  as  it  may.  1  never  will  consent 
to  aid  in  blaaiing  the  fair  tame  which  this  nation 
has  deservedly  acquired  for  honesty  and  fair  deal- 
iqg ;  in  this  she  is,  in  my  opinion,  inferior  to 
none.  I  sincerely  hope  the  gentleman  who  used 
the  eipiession,  will,  from  his  known  candor,  on 
refiection,  lake  it  back. 

I  very  sincerely  regret  that  a  gentleman  from 
PeDOsylvania,  (Mr.  Smilie,)  ascribed  to  a  senti- 
ment delivered  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  J.  Rahdou>b,)  a  tendency  to  dissolva  the 
Union.  In  my  inind,  it  had.  no  such  tendency. 
The  dissolution  of  tbJB  Union  ought  not,  I  con- 
ceive, to  be  mentioned  in  this  House  on  any  pre- 
tence whatever,  and  certainly  ought  not  to  be 
hinted  at  on  slight  grounds,  I  believe  every  State 
Bod  every  pert  oflhe  country  attached  to  tbe 
Union.  Indeed,  the  Union  may  he  compared  to 
a  chain,  the  value  of  which  depends  on  its  being 
whole,  tut  may  he  destroyed  by  taking  any  one  of 
its  link*  away  ;  and,  whoever  breaks  the  chain  by 
which  the  Slates  are  linked  together,  will  render 
tbe  whole  people  miserable. 

I  come  now  to  that  part  of  the  subject  where 
every  man  must  feel  the  injury  done  to  his  fel- 
lowTcitizeos.  I  mean  the  impressment  of  onr 
seamen.    Is  there  a  father  who  does  not  feel  this  7 
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No;  not  oae  in  the  ouioo;  ind  tbal  mnn  irho 
■kail  devise  a  eeriaio  temedy  for  this  e*il,  wilt 
deaerTe  tbelbankB<^hiieoiiiitrf ;  hewilt,  indHt), 
be  its  grraiett  beoclaefor;  he,  like  the  iropresaed 
HJIoT,  will  bare  a  place  in  the  teoderHt  pOK  of 
(he  hearu  of  hU  countrTiBeii.  If  a  plan  to  pr«- 
Teat  ihis  injury  waa  ODly  made  known,  the  rery 
knowledge  of  the  plae  would  pot  '  '      ' 


effect  1  The  meaaa  are  dm  adequate  lo  ibe  u4, 
I  eooeeiTe  ;  at  leaat,  it  remaiBt  to  be  ehown  that 
tbey  ■!«•  I  will,  witbaat  Iteniaiicni,  state  wbat  I 
beliere  to  be  the  beet  nmedy  Cor  the  evil.  It  is 
tbis  \  to  agree  with  Orett  Bricain  that  neither 
coB&try  aball  emi^cif  ibe  Batlora  of  ibe  other]  and 
to  agree,  also,  on  the  proof  ibat  ehall  b«  required 
OD  lK>ih  sidesj  we  might  expect  tbal  Great  Brit- 
BJa  Would  adber«  to  as  agreetacDl  of  diit  kind, 
beoaoae  it  would  he  her  ietereit  to  do  M,  and  on 
ber  intereat  alone,  I  thoold  rely.  la  coDsideritig 
(JHseabject,  wetauit  look  at  thiegt  as  ihey  reall; 
afe,BDdiM>t  aa  we  would  with  tbena  to  be.  Tbe 
British  OoTemmeot  exereiae  the  rtglit,  or  rfttber 
tbe  power,  of  iBpreniaR  their  luilofs;  and,  I  be- 
lieve, in  tiioe  of  war,  of  prohibrting  their  going 
iato  foreiga  service.  Under  ibeee  eircumaiaa- 
eaa,  it  may  be  adviaable  for  m  not  to  employ 
tbem,  notwiihetandiDf^  we  may  d»  it  with  their 
conaent,  eepeoially  if  it  woeld  preveat  tbeir  ita- 
pntsing  oor  coantrymBn.  \\  tbe  merehaaa 
fmUv  m  thelVieBda  of  Ibe  Anertoaa  Milors,  they 
mmld  willingly  agree  to  eaeb  a  rtgnklioo.  If 
tbey  would  not  be  wtlUog,  n  it  not  olecr  ibe^ 
would  employ  Bcitisb  aailon  at  the  if  sk  of  baring 
oun  imprewed  %  Oa  tbia  subject  it  might  not  be 
impro^r  to  state  tbet,  I  have  been  iaforffiol,  in 
some  parts  of  the  worM,  eeni&oateaof  peraoMbe- 
iag  American  citiseos  Br«  sold,  and  that  the  mar- 
ket faasbeeQ  w«tl  sopplied.  I  haTe  alao  been  in- 
formed that  a  Briiish    officer  in    Pbthdelpbia 


have  giren  this  iafonnfttioa,  to  ibow  that  otbera, 
beaides  ciiieeas,  may  obtain  eectifleatea.  Impre**- 
ments^  I  fear,  can  only  be  pT«veated  by  negotia- 
tiaai  indeed,  I  have  heard  foai  tbe  two  Ooverti- 
menu  hare  been  engaged  on  this  interesting  mb- 
ject.  I  hope  it  vrilT  be  raaaned)  and  that  it  Will 
ead  in  ■ecuring  to  ow  oouotrymen  their aafrty  on 
tbe  oeean. 

W«  «re  told  that  tbe  nation  calls  for  strong 
Eaeasurcs,  that  the  Presiitent  baa  reeommeoded 
tbeni,  aad  that  taea  of  ibe  graaieat  Utents  think 
tbem  requisite.  ThU  may  be  iroe,  bat  as  I  have 
nei.ber  seen  nor  heard  of  ibii  oall  of  the  latiou, 
and  BB  I  dti  not  know  the  Opinions  of  others,  I 
■ball  certainly  punue  my  owo.  The  firsi  Mes- 
sage of  tbe  President  to  Congreae,  most  unques- 
tionably pointed  asatrong  toward  Spain,  asiidid 
to  Great  Britain  \  and,  hitherto,  but  little  has  been 
■aid  about  the  osagewe  received  from  ber.  But 
the  reeommeadatiun  ef  Ibe  Pmldeni  atone,  is  not 
always  a  goi.d  reason  fur  legislating,  I  appreheod, 
because  every  Prendent  has  recommeBded  mb- 
jtebt  for  tha  oonaidcrtiiioB  cf  Ooagrtas,  on  whiob 


no  act  Was  ever  passed.  If  ever  tire  liberties  of 
l^is  nation  are  destroyed  by  strong  measures,  it 
wHl  be  when  the  recofflmendaiion  of  ihe  Presi- 
dent shall  alone  be  deemed  good  cause  for  their 
■doption.  At  present,  we  bave  dtoiee  of  all  the 
molntfons  on  the  table,  noiwiihstandiug  all  that 
baa  been  said  in  favor  of  the  oat  now  nndet  coa- 
sideraticm.  No  donbt  <:an  be  entertained,  bni  the 
moverof  each'  tblnks  his  own  the  best.  Fron 
tbe  ntimber,  it  would  seem  there  was  no  difficulty 
in  finding  remedies  for 'the  injsries  we  bare  re- 
ceived. , 

AfraiA :  we  must  adopt  this  resolution,  ot  we 
shalfbe  degraded.  This  is  no  new  phrase  tome ; 
I  hav%  fortaerly  beard  ii  so  often,  and  oo  so  many 
occasions,  that  I  have  bet^ome  a  sort  of  a  skeptic 
on  it.  We  shall  not  be  degraded  by  living  ta 
peace  With  all  ihe  WoHd.  We  shall  not  be  de- 
graded by  not  foKcwIng  the  example  of  tbe  Eo- 
ropean  nations,  by  roshhii;  into  war,  on  every  op- 
portunity that  may  offer.  War  is  Dothinz  bat 
another  dame  for  Mood  and  taxes;  we  sfaaU  not 
be  degraded,  being  free  and  happy  at  home;  btrt 
we  shall  be  degraded,  if  we  fail  m  paying  the  na- 
tiebfil  debt,  or  if  we  refose  to  observe  treaties 
constitDiionally  made.  Tbia  Will  be  the  worst 
kind  nf  degradatioB,' because  it  will  proceed  from 
a  want  of  morality.  In  order  to  induce  vs  to 
adopt  the  resolution,  we  are  seriously  told  that 
the  rvvmuefsderived  from contmerec.  Thisf  de- 
nv,  aad  say  that  it  is  derived  from  the  whole  labor 
of  the  community.  Stop  the  laborer  in  fats  field, 
aiid(heiw«nneiagoBe.  Commerce istwefui,  itis 
tbe  means  by  which  our  productions  are  nrctaanp- 
ed  fer  tbe  productions  of  Mher  countries. 

It  has  been  wid  that  the  land  tax  ov«rttit«W 
one  Administittion  ;  adopt  tbis  measure,  and  yoa 
may  possibly  overthrow  aDetber.  I  dnnbt  whether 
tbe  i^tleman  wha  made  the  aKsertion  Is  altt^e- 
ther  correet  in  point  of  fact;  it  may  bave  aimd, 
bat  otber  taws  were  passed,  which  undoubtedly  has 
mora  eflfeet  and  were  more  ebpoxious  iii  tbe  part 
of  the  country  where  1  live.  I  mean  tbe  Attempt 
to  raise  an  atnty  without  ao  actut^  war ;  an  army 
of  officers,  almost  withoBTsoldiers;  theAKenaad 
Sedition  laws.  It  was  alsosaid,  we  w«re ptedgtd 
to  protect  this  oferrying  trade.  This  reminds  me 
ofwfattti  once  heard  said  before,  which  fi  this  i 
that  we  were  pled^  to  pay  (heaalnriesaf  ceraitt 
jodgtes,  after  the  TaW  was  repealed  under  wfaieh 
thet  were  appointed.  I  betieiTe  we  are  as  mneb 
pledired  in  one  ca$e  as  in  the  other,  and  not  more: 
[know  of  noibing  binding  in  thisconntry,  except 
the  Cooatltuiipn  and  the  laws.  A  majority  of 
boib  Houses  of  Congress  may  pnss  a  Law  to  give 
the  carrying  trade  what  proteeiion  tbey  pleasft 
and  that  law  Will  be  binding.  We  are  also  Called 
OB  to  become  tbe  champions  of  tbe  laws  of  na- 
tions, as  if  all  DalioDs  would  at  once  agree  with 
us  What  these  laws  really  are,  and  as  if  a  majorfty 
of  ibera  adhered  to  their  principles;  when  we 
know  tbat  scarcely  a  nation  in  Europe  pays  any 
r^rdto  ihrat;  and  that  the|  Wilt,  at  diRtrent 
times,  entertain  diS^nl  opimona  on  ibe  sams 
sabjeei.  Have  net  most  of  them  formerly  de- 
clared, tbat  free  Bhip*«ho<Bld  make  free  gOMla,aD4 
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]»TB  DOI  lonH  of  tbe  stt 
tlie  priooiplel  Before 
MX,  would  it  not  be  prudent  to  eodnrrtir  (o  awer 
ttim  the  apisioiM  erf  othei  naliooa,  whose  Interest 
may  be  most  like  oar  own  1  I  wish  no  allienee 
with  any  of  them  ;  bat,  if  all  tbe  natioas  of  Bo- 
lape  sboDld  be  wiUin;  lo  field  the  prtDciple 
wbieb  we  are  deslroas  to  naintain,  no  man  will 
be  mad  eootigh  to  say  we  oagbi  to  cooteod  for  it. 
There  is  certaioly  a  great  mfference  of  opinioQ 
ap  to  tbe  nature  of  tbe  mwure.  Some  think  it  a 
war  iDeasare ;  others  that  it  may  lead  to  wat,  a^d 
oibers  again,  consider  it  entirely  pacific.  With- 
out atlemptiQg  now  to  inquire  which  of  the  three 
opinions  ismostcart«ct,it  isiufficient  forme,lhat 
I  belieTe  it  will  not  produce  the  eSiect  iatssdeiL 
aud  tbu  ill  operatioi^  on  tbe  United  Siate«  w.m 
be  partial.  If,  bonvra*,  it  abould  be  adopted,  and 
prodiioe  war,  thai  war  we  mW  aupport  with  all 
our  strength ;  and  if  it  produce  a  good  efleet,  I, 
for  one,  will  rejoiee  u  much  aa  any  nwa  in  this 
**"■!«»  A  great  m»aj  ^peab  have  been  mad* 
to  tbe  epim  of  1776  }■  that  spirit  wm  not  otttr  the 
apifit  of  tibertf,  butalsoofmagnaaimiiy  ana  jus- 
hoe;  all  the  mettsurea  iben  taken^  operatedequal- 
ly  on  every  part  of  the  Union. 

It  is  saicl^  tbis  ii  the  right  time  to  settle  all  otir 
disputes  with  Great  Britain,  becauK  she  is  now 
hard  pushed.  If  we  wish  to  make  a  treaty  ibat 
may  be  lasiios,  we  ought  sot  to  take  any  unjui't 
advaDtase  of  ner  siiualion  ;  if  we  do,  wbeoever 
■be  sbalT  befreefipHiberpieseBtembarpassiiieDts 
she  will  be  disconieutedandresilesa  under  it,  aail 
never  satisfied  luitil  she  gets  glear  of  it.  Tbe  true 
rule  for  ui,  is  to  lake  no  advantage,  and  in  all 
caaes  to  act  justly. 

I  *gTte  in  opinion  with  ifae  gentleman  from 
PeonsylvaDJa,  (Mr.  Bmiue.)  that  war  desnoys 
tho  morals  of  the  people.  Henae,  I  was  greatly 
aurprised  when  be  followed  tbis  ooireel  seniimeot 
witn  an  assertion,  that  be  would  rather  hare  war 
than  loss  of  national  honor.  This  thing  called 
natioDal  honor  has  ruined  more  than  half  the  peo- 
ple in  the  world,  and  has  almost  bauisbed  Ubertv 
and  happiness  from  Europe.  Destroy  t|ie  morals 
of  tbe  people, and  we  may  play  over  snchagame 
of  -war  a*  has  beeit  played  io  France;  nothing 
less  than  to  perpetuate  (he  liberty  and  nappineii 
of  tbe  nation  ought  lo  induce  us  to  go  to  wai. 

It  is  ft  little  lemirkable  thu  the  United  States 
!)■*«,  a^fe  the  adoptioo  of  lJ»e  pmeM  Couatitu- 
tjifOp,  bocosoa  the  seoond  oorooMieiat  Power  in  iba 
world ;  wl>flOi  if  *«  believe  tbe.  pablio  prints,  the 
haf.loat  capital  enough  to  have  rnioeil  tbe  most 
we^thj  naiioa  in  Kprope.  MUUob  aAer  miUioo 
is  lout,  aq4  yet  bet  pro^ieriiy  is  unrivalled,  eiiber 
ioanciiEiot  or  modem  timest  1  know  full  wall 
that  aacording  to  the  opinions  of  the  writeni  on 
theiawfi  ofj  nalioDs,  we  have  ju*t  cause  of  war 
against  Great  Britain.  1  alio  know  as  weU|  tbat 
we  h»To  heretofore  bad  as  good  a  caaae  of  war 
against  both  Great  Britain  and  France.  We  then 
preferred  peace — the  result  baa  been  prosperity. 
What  destroyed  the  prosperity  and  liberty  of 
V««iap,  of  <haim,  uqd  a£  UoUwd  1    Wut,  and 


wars,  too,  generally  nndettakea  to  protect  tbe  car- 
rying trade. 

[it  being  now  about  half  past  three  o'clock,  Mr. 
Sjiifita  MHSstsd  the  piK^eif  ol  aa  ad^urn- 
loaa^  in  which  the  House  acquiesced,  oa  tbe  ia- 
liBHOionof  Mr.  Maoom  that  indisposiiioB  disa- 
bled bin  from  finisbiag  tbe  remarks  whieh  be 
•liahed  10  oBu.J 

Tuwiwt;,  MsMk  11. 

Tbe  Bpbakbk  laid  before  the  Honie  a  letter 
and  petition  from  Artbur  8t.  CUir,  praying  lo  be 
beard  at  the  b>r  of  the  Honse  in  supnort  of  hli 
petition,  presented  to  this  House  at  the  preset 
session ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  tp  lie  oa 
tbe  Uble. 

Mr.  QnEQO,  from  tbe  Commitie*  on  the  Polt- 
lie  Lan4a,  to  whom  were  referred,  oo  tbe  eigb<- 
leentb  and  twenty-Jburth  of  December  law,  two 
petiitons  of  Kdwm  Lewis;  and  on  the  tweut)^ 
lourib.  of  January  las^iwo  petitions  of  sundry  ji^ 
l^bilante  of  tbe  Mis£isaii^  Territory  ;  and,  alan, 
a  memarial  ol  tbe  Lsgulaiive  Counoil  and  Moose 
of  Eepresantatjies  of  ibe  said  Teiritoty  ;  made  a 
report  tbeteon  ;  wblob  waa  read,  and  referred  tO 
s  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  Tborsday  neit. 

Mr.  Oanoo,  ftom  the  same  comminee,  to  wh<Hlt 
was  referred,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  January  last, 
tbe  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  tbe  cooniT 
6f  Washington,  io  tbe  MissbMJppi  Territory,  made 
a  report  thereon;  which  was  read  and.considered: 
Whereupon, 

Budved,  -Thai  tbe  prayer  of  tbe  petitioners,  ao 
tbr  as  respeets  locaiiqg  a  section  other  tbao  ouul- 
ber  sixteen,  in  eauh  township,  where  thai  uuiobet 
is  not  vacant,  and  for  locatioga  lectioo  in  adjoin- 
ing towBshi{u,  for  the  support  of  schools  in  such 
lowDshiiM  a?  have  no  vacant  landa,  is  reftsouablfl, 
and  ought  to  be  granisd- 

RoMVtd,  That  the  prayer  of  tba  pelitionen,  so 
f«r  as  lespeou  cxoDerating  indiyidoal  elaiaaaata 
fbom  the  expenaa  of  haiiag  tbeir  surveys  exc«» 
led  ;  and  so  far,  alw,  tw  il  nJataa  to  an  apfdiaa- 
lion  Iot  a  traet  of  land  on  iba  Tombigbee,  ong^t 
aot  lobe  mnted. 

Ordeni,  TUat  a  bilteTbllhbebrougbtin.pDr- 
tnant  to  the  first  resolRlian ;  and  ('»■  'be  Com- 
mittee on  the  Foblic  lands  dD  prepare  and  briog 
in  tbe  same. 

On  motioQ,  il  was 

Retotoed,  The  Committee  of  Commerce  aii4 
Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altf ring  tbe.  law  in  relation  to  tbo 
entrance  and  clearance  of  vessels  in  tbe  foUoving 
districts  of  thie  ciutoms  bordering  on  the  CauVx 
das,  viz:  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Cbamploin 
Sackeii's  Harbot,Osweap.QaQesee,  Niagara,  9<>^ 
falo  creeL  and  Fresqu' Isle  :  and,  also,  of  inqait* 
iog  into  the  eipedieaav  of  allowing  cattle,  sbeen 
ana  provisioiu^  to  be  brougbt  into  tbow  disirieti 
free  of  duty. 

EEMIBSrON  OP  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Joan  C.  Smith,  from  the  OommiUee  ot 

GlaiiB%  to  whcm  wu  ralened  tbe  petitkia  of  Pe- 
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ter  A.  Ouesti#r,  agenl  of  tbe  rormcr  owner*  of  ibe 
French  sbip  BlaireBU  aud  her  urgo,  inaile  the  Tol- 
lowiog  report: 

It  i*  italad  bj  ^  petitioasr,  tlial  the  Prnneh  )titp 
called  the  Bliirau,  owned  bT>  inerceMile  honae  in 
Bordseni,  eet  awl  from  8t.  Pierra,  in  ihe  IbIuhI  of 
MutioHlue,  tome  time  in  Mveh,  1803,  boueil  oo  ■ 
Tojege  to  Bardeaui,  hsTing  an  Ixwrd  a  Taluablecergo, 
eoBiiiting  prtadpallj  of  lugu  and  cofiee,  end  coneign- 
•dl«di&reDt  penoDiatthepiHrtlut  mentioned.  That 
■boot  the  SOth  of  March  in  the  eame  jear,  irhile  the 
iibip  wai  in  the  proeecntion  of  her  lojege,  ihe  wea  met 
to  the  night,  uia  ran  fbol  of^  b;  a  large  Spaniab  ahip- 
otwar,  called  the  St.  Juiien  )  in  eoneeqnenoe  of  which 
accident,  fo  much  injurjwaaeiulainedbj  the  BUirean, 
lliat  the  captain  and  crew,  after  due  caniult8lion,*bui- 
doned  her,  and  took  refuge  on  board  the  Hpaniih  ihip, 
which  conCinaed  her  Tojage  to  Spain,  where  Ihe;  were 
•U  luded.  That,  on  die  day  foUowing  the  diaaaiei. 
■n  Bngliah  ihip.  called  the  Firm,  commanded  b;  Wil- 
Usm  Maeon,  boand  on  a  vojige  from  l^ndon  Vt  Bal- 
timore, nMt  with  the  Blaireaai  thui  abandoned  bj  her 
captain  end  crew,  and,  aflar  eEamining  her  aitoatioDi 
and  pereairiDg  there  wai  a  peeeibUilj  that  the  injnr; 
ui^t  be  eo  far  repaired  aa  to  enable  her  lo  be  bronght 
into  port,  the  ceptain  pnt  on  board  a  part  of  hi*  crew ; 
who,  on  maltisg  the  reqniiite  rqiain,  with  great  Uxir, 
and  at  the  imminent  riik  of  tbeii  llTea,  meceedad  in 
condocting  her  in  aafetj  to  Baltimore,  where  ihe  ai- 
HTod  the  beginning  of  Maj  following.  That,  ahortl; 
•iUt  the  aitiTal  of  the  Blaimea,  a  libel  wai  filed  in  the 
diatrict  eoort  of  Marj  land,  bj  Captain  Maeon  and  cnw, 
tut  lalTBge ;  that,  br  a  decree  of  the  court,  ealTage  wai 
allowed,  and  fu  that  purpoae  a  aajeofihe  ahipand 
cargo  waa  ordered ;  aiicC  finally,  that  the  muihal,  un- 
der whoee  direction  the  aale  took  place,  wai  com- 
pelled, b;  the  odlector  of  the  port  of  Baltimore,  to 
pa^.oatoftbeproceedi  thereof  the  mm  of  913,113  68, 
keug  the  amount  at  dutiei  alleged  lo  be  dne  to  the 
United  Slalae.  To  obtain  the  TCrtitotiati  of  thii  lam, 
under  the  idea  that  Ihe  dutiM  ooald  not  legallj  be  col- 
lected, ia  the  o^ect  of  fte  pneent  application. 

The  petilloDer  fbnnde  hie  title  to  relier  apen  an  opin- 
ion ptMtonacad  bji  the  dlabioljiidg*  of  Ma^land,  when 
dadding^  fallowing  caee;  'ntatpartof  the  Btaireau'e 
cargo,  which  Captain  M*Mm  placed  on  board  the  Finn, 
he  omitted  to  report  to  the  coUeclor  of  Bahimare.  The 
dletrict  allonicy,  apprehending  tU*  onbiion  to  be  a 
violation  of  the  collection  law,  inititnted  a  anit  againit 
(he  captain  for  Ihe  penally  of  $1/100,  impoeed  ^  the 
Matnte.  On  trial  of  llie  cauee,  it  appean  a  verdict  wa* 
taken  for  the  plainli&,  lubject  to  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
wpon  a  point  aaved  b;  the  couneel.  Judgment  waa 
nndered  in  the  fiiUowing  tcrmi :  "  Mature  corwiden- 
tion  having  boM  given  to  thii  caae,  it  ii  the  opinion  of 
the  court  that  the  gooda,  waree,  and  merchandiiei  afore- 
Mud,  are  not  chargeable  with  the  payment  of  anj  du- 
tiei lo  the  United  Stalee,  and,  therefore,  that  the  above 
action  cannot  be  luatained.  Judgment  for  the  defend- 
ant on  tbe  point  laved." 

It  uiy  be  aafelj  affirmed,  tltat  the  opinion  of  the 
learned  jndge  wai  eomewhat  broader  Ihaa  tbe  caae  eub- 
nilted  lo  hii  eoniideration.  There  might  be,  and  there 
dooblleei  were,  nfficiMit  nuam  to  exenae  the  defend- 
ant from  the  penalty  of  the  itatnta,  independently  of 
(he  qaertion,  whether  tiu  cargo  wai  chargeable  with 


atmetion  of  the  etatole,  dutiee  were  chaigvable  in  the 
nt  caie.  'I'he  worda  of  the  act  relative  lo  Ihi* 
aut^ect  are,  "  that,  upon  all  goodi,  warea,  and  merclian- 
dba,  wliidi  ehall  be  brought  into  the  United  Btatea, 
fiom  any  foreign  port  or  p'uee,  there  ^aU  be  levied, 
'  e."  It  ii  difficult  to  conceive  et  language  mora 
iplicit,  more  uneqnivocaL  Tbe  word  "imported" 
i*  not  here  uied,  and  apparently  for  tUa  purpoae  aS 
— olding  any  elpreeeioD  to  which  technical  narrownea 
ight  be  applied.  Tbe  word  "place"  ia  introdDccd, 
inifettly  with  the  aame  view;  and  the  plain  aenw  tf 
the  peiMge  ia,  dotiet  ihall  be  paid  oa  gnoda,  ice.,  brought 
into  the  United  Btatei  from  any  point  without  their 
limita  er  jariadiclioQ.  A  phraaeology  ao  iimpla,io  per* 
fectly  free  finm  ambiguity,  might  fairly  be  preiumed  to 
eet  critidimitielf  at  defiance.  The  United  Stalei  have 
nnqaealioiiBbly  a  legal  rigbt  to  the  dutiei  in  thii  caee  ; 
and  who  will  aay  tbeii  claim  ii  not  eqnitaUa,  abp, 
when  it  ii  oonddared  tliat,  by  the  eale  of  the  cargo, 
the  amennt  of  the  dntiea  hai  teen  idenlUed  with  Uie 

It  ii,  perhipe,  worthy  of  eoniideration,  whether  tha 
collection  law  may  not  require  eome  forthec  proviaoos 
applicable  to  thia  aubject.  But  inch  an  inquiry  ia  not 
withiu  tha  province  of  your  committee,  nor  ia  it  at  all 
neceiaaiy  in  determining  the  quettioa  aubmitted  to  their 
eiamlnitian.  Tbe  cargo,  in  thi*  caae,  could  not  hava 
been  diipoeed  of  without  the  inteiveation  of  the  dia- 
(rirt  court,  nor  could  the  lale  hava  been  eflbctcd  bijt 
throDgb  the  inatrumentility  of  the  afficen  of  the  Gov. 
emmeni;  under  tbeee  circumilaacei,  their  ncgligencn 
would  have  been  highly  culpaUe  if  the  datiei  had  not 
been  retained.     . 

Yonr  committee  ah  of  opimon  tbe  prayer  of  tha  pe- 
tition oo^  not  to  be  gianlad. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Uonday  next. 

IMPORTATION  OF  BKITISB  GOODS. 

The  Hotue  rewlTed  ilKirintoa  Commiliee  of 
Ihe  Whole  on  the  tuie  of  tbe  Union  on  Mr. 
QsEoa's  reeolutioB. 

Mr.  Macon. — Permit  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  re- 
inro  mythaoka  lo  the  Committee  for  their  ia- 
dalgence  yesterday;  I  was  then  loo  mach  ez- 
hauiied  lo  have  concluded  the  obaervatioo)  I 
wished  to  make.  I  wii  then  showing  the  slate 
of  ■  few  naiioni  who  had  attempted  to  protect 
(he  carrf  bg  trade  by  war.  Ii  haii,  I  believe,  been 
the  fate  of  all  who  have  made  the  attempt.  Great 
Britain  alone  excepted,  and  ihe  is  at  this  moment 
engaged  iu  a  moat  tremeudoas  war,  alraoat  orer- 
loaded  with  taxes,  and  totterJog  under  her  public 
debt.  Can  aajr  fact  more  clearly  illueirate  the 
adrantage  of  tbe  peace  over  the  war  systcna,  than 
a  comparison  of  the  tonnage  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Briiaio,  in  1789  and  now?  Oui* 
has  been  the  peace,  hers  the  war  system,  and  we 
bare  probably  iiiereased  ten  to  her  one.  It  seemt 
to  me,  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  nation  to 
carry  oq  (he  whole  trade  of  the  world ;  and  every 
attempt  (a  force  trade,  is  acting  under  (be  ides 
that  it  can  be  done.  And  every  attempt  to  m- 
groHs  the  whole  carry inK  trade,  it  acting  under 
the  !iame  impression.  The  large  capiutlsts  in 
the  United  Biaiei  are  concerned  in  this  businena. 
I  wUh  ool  to  maddla  with  It,  bst  leare  it,  like 
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ererj  bruch  of  iuduaur,  la  fiad  iu  ovn  IvvtH, 
The;  inav  dread  mr,  becuue  tbejr  nuf  emplojr 
tli«ii  stock  in  anolber  way.  Bui  what  is  lo  be- 
QODie  of  ibtwe  l«aa  rich,  especially  the  Toung  be- 
HiDaerel  The;  must  be  ruined.  If  the  resnla- 
Uon  produces  aoy  beneficial  cfiicts,  it  must  be  on 
the  carryiog  ti«4e.  It  does  not  ippear  to  be  io- 
lended  lor  aoy  (blag  el«e,  rik}  no  one  can  bdiere 
tbat  it  wilt  operate  faTOrablr  (a  the  teameta. 

The  meuure  will  not  only  aSect  tbe  ravanne 
paid  oa  tbe  lonoBge  of  veswb,  and  on  tbe  impot- 
lationa  of  goods,  bai  it  will  also  aSect  tbe  Teveaue 
to  be  derived  from  ibe  sale  of  the  public  laod ;  it 
mait  Tery  considerably  lessen  the  number  of  pur- 
chases and  may  ruia  many  who  hare  already 
purchased  in  Ohio.  Many,  no  doubt,  who  have 
removed  lo  that  Sitte,  bare  sold  their  property, 
on  a  credit,  to  meet  the  payment!  which  ibey 
I  were  to  make  far  tbe  lands  there  purcbaied  at 
the  United  States.  Stop, by  your  measures,  the 
sale  of  produce,  or  reduce  the  pnce  thereof  to  al- 
most nothing,  and  bow  are  ibese  people  to  get 
Sid  for  the  properly  sold  befors  they  went  Id 
hiol  Adisappointmenttoihemmay  beruinoua; 
it  may  cause  them  to  lose  tbe  land  and  all  the 
inprovemeais  made  on  it  They  have  not  quite 
■o  quick  a  remedy  against  their  unfortunate  dc' 
ors,  as  the  United  States  will  hare  against  thi 
You  may  turn  the  people  off  the  land,  and  nearly 
depopulate  the  Slate,  but  you  will  get  no  money. 

It  is  pretty  evident,  from  the  argument  of  a 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Wiluahb^)  that 
the  resolution  is  not  expected  to  operate  injuri- 
ously on  tbe  exportation  of  grain  from  the  Middle 
States.  He  told  us  that  we  must  proteot  com- 
merce; and  that  he  was  in  favor  of  tne  resolution. 
(meaniii^,  I  suppose,  that  the  resolution  would 
protect  it — or,  the  people  in  tbe  bock  country 
would  drink  too  much  whinkey.)  If,  then,  the 
resulation  would  protect  commerce,  and  thereby 
insure  the  exportation  of  grain,  there  will  not  be 
grain  in  the  country  left  to  make  whiskey.  This 
IS,  in  same  measure,  acknowledging  that  for  which 
._.  L___  L j_- ibaltbe  resolu 


n  that  part  of  the  country  are  more  in  the 
Iiabit  of  inioxication  than  their  neighbors  in  other 
paru  of  the  Union.  They  are  at  moral,  as  in- 
dustrioas,  apd  as  bonest  as  those  living  elsewhere. 
I  do  not  contend  that  ibey  arc  superior,  only  thai 
.  they  are  equaL 

Much  has  been  said  dacnt  the  spirit  of  the  na- 
tion, aad  that  we  are  far  behind  it — meaning,  I 
suppose,  those  who  appose  the  reaolutian.  Ab  li 
my  imrt,  I  know  not  how  tbe  spirit  of  the  oatioi 
has  beeii  ascertained.  There  is  no  manifeviation 
of  it  oa  the  table.  It  is,  however,  true,  that  two 
lowiM  have  sent  resolutions  pledging  their  lirea 
and  fortunes  to  sopport  whatever  measures  Coq- 
gress  may  adopt.  There  are,  also,  several  memo* 
riaU  from  the  merchants  and  insurance  eompa- 
Diee ;  but  if  genilemen  take  these  for  the  manifest- 
ation  of  tbe  natiooal  spirit,  they  ar^  I  think, 
mistaken.  The  national  spirit  i*  to  be  found  no- 
where but  among  ihuM  who  are  to  fight  your  bai- 
lUa.    Tiiesa  paopla  may,  fix  aught  fknow,  ba  of 


that  number.  They  may  bare  been  before  Tripoli, 
and  they  may  now  be  ready  lo  eater  into  the  army 
or  nary.  Addresses,  we  well  know,  will  not  Gzht 
battles,  nor  fill  regiments.  We  hare  seen,  in  for- 
days,  the  Speaker's  table  loaded  with  ad- 
«s  from  almost  erery  pan  of  tbe  Union, 
pledgiog,  also,  their  lire*  and  fortunes  to  support 
any  izieasiires  that  tbe  then  Admieislrallon  might 
adopt.  What  was  done?  Among  other  acts,  one 
issed  to  raise  tweire  regiments  of  infantry, 
was  no  difficulty  in  getting  officers — unless, 
indeed,  it  was  to  make  toe  selection  out  of  the 
great  number  who  applied — but  how  was  itabout 
prirates  1  Instead  of  geltin^enoug h  for  the  tweirs 
reiti[aenti,scaroely  enough  tor  four  could  beenlist* 
ed.  Atihat  time,  loo,  we  heard  a  great  deal  aboot 
tbe  spirit  of  the  nation,  and  saw  a  something  ot 
the  spirit  then  talked  of,  in  a  corps  called  the 
— —  Blues.  Those  who  then  spoke  of  the  spirit 
of  tbe  nation  were  deceired.  They  took  tha 
raporiags  of  tbe  lowns  and  tbe  noise  of  tbe  ad- 
dressers lo  bereally  the  spirit  of  thenaliun.  Bu^ 
be  assured,  sir,  that  wheoerer  the  spirit  of  this 
nation  sball  more,  that  erery  indiridual,  in  erery 
department  of  the  Government,  will  move  too. 

The  ocean  muslbe  eoosidered  a  common  and 
undivided  property,  to  which  each  nation  bask 
right;  hence  tbe  difficulty  of  affurdins  tbe  same 
security  aud  proleclion  there  as  on  land,  where 
each  knows  the  spot,  where  his  dominion  end* 
and  bis  □eighbor's  begins.  Ii  is  rain,  therefore, 
tbe  real  situation  of  the  United  States  being  con- 
sidered, to  expect  from  her  thai  perfect  protectioa 
on  the  ocean  which  she  can  afford  within  her  ter- 
ritorial limits.  I  believe  this  cannot  be  done,  evea 
to  that  part  of  the  ocean  from  whence  we  get  our 
exports.  Uther  nations  also  frequent  the  iamt 
place,  for  ibe  same  purpose.  This,  like  ihe  rest, 
IS  joint  property.  Not  so  with  our  land,  no  natloa 
pretends  to  claim  a  right  to  culiirale  that. 

Permit  me  here  to  remark,  though  not  directly 
connected  with  my  last  observation,  that  1  con- 
sider the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trrasory 
to  be  aseorrecias  any  man  living  could  make  it; 
and  Jhat  from  custom-house  bcNiks,  it  Is  impossible 
to  obtain  that  information  which  could  really 
show  tbe  true  balance  of  trade, 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylrania,  (Mr,  Fin n- 
LET,)  has  gravely  told  us  that  it  ivould  do  more 
barm,  since  the  resolution  has  been  taken  into 
coasideratjoo,  to  reject  it.  than  if  it  bad  neret 
been  brought  forward.  This  is  placing  thoae  who 
do  npt  like  it,  or  who  prefer  any  of  tht>  other  ree- 
olocions  to  it,  la  a  strange  dilemma.  The  friends 
of  it  ought  to  have  thought  of  this  before  they 
went  into  the  discussion.  If  any  injnrr  sbnuld 
be  produced,  either  by  the  rejection  or  tbe  adop- 
tion, they  are  to  blame,  and  not  those  who  opptue 
iL  It  is  their  measurv,  not  ours.  It  is,  in  fact, 
endeavoriag  to  throw  the  blame  of  their  conduct 
upon  us.  The  same  gentleman  made  a  rery  un- 
fortunate comparison,  when  he  compared  wagona. 
carrying  oor  flour  to  market,  to  vessels  engag)-!! 
in  the  carrying  trade.  No  two  things  are  more 
unlike.  The  wagon  is  only  intended  tocarryour 
own  praductiooi,  to  our  own  markets ;  and  the 
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D  cu-r^iDt  foreigD  produca 

fieudcs,  the  pttioo  payi  pri>- 

ttaitng  datin,  Ui  eacourage  ike  owniag  of  Teaaeb, 
while  the  owner  of  the  wagon  i*  l«ft  lo  depead  on 
Ida  JadiMiry  aad  skill ;  and  if  tmj  roan  xhonld  mI 
llie  GoTarnmMit  to  encoii/age  tM  employ nent  of 
wagODk,  ba  would  be  liDghcd  at  Tet  w^na  are 
certainl*  as  neoranrr  aa  teaacls.  The  one  camca 
kmds  of  ourownpmduetioBa,tooarowa  markets, 
whilg  the  other,  wbiohi*  engaged  in  tbe  fair  irsde, 
for  home  cODsnmplion,  oarnes  earfoas  of  them  to 
foreign  marksta. 

A  gan  tlemao  firi^  Maryland,  f  Ht.  HnCBiarr,) 
is  order  lo  indue*  bs  to  adopt  tha  laaolntiao,  baa 
iMfomed  Ob  that  the  towoiL  in  proponioa  to  (heir 
nuoiban,  paj  more  taxes  toa>  the  eountiy.  He 
did  not  juore  ifao  &ct  to  be  s»— be  cannot.  The 
towns,  L  appmbend,  pay  tittle  or  no  lax.  Their 
nwrohantaand  iaacbaaics,wlH>aotpradeatly.Ml- 
•nlaieoB,and  geoeaaUtrack&ocrtampMflL  Von 
eaanut  lai  iba  capital  <«  tha  maehani.  Impose 
what  duty;  you  please  on  goods,  be  immediately 
eoniUen  ii  like  first  coat,  and  cbargea  iha  Mma 
profit  en  it.  The  conaamct  not  oolr  pays  all  Iha 
(aiaadchargeaon  merohaodise,  bnt  lie  pays  tben, 
wiib  a  profit,  to  tba  marehaat.  Whatever  a  raer- 
ftbant  idtall  bagio  to  liTe  on  hi*  capital,  we  all 
know  be  will  soon  eat  it  onL  To  the  mecbaoic, 
the  QoverDtneot  basgiran  protrcbog  duties,  which 
aeeures  to  bim  the  sale  of  almost  erery  article  he 
Bay  make,  at  almotl  any  price.  The  cuUiTUor 
of  tlie  soil  dcpsodi  on  huoiwlf,  and  i*  aftsn  camf 

Clled  to  sell  tneprodactaof  hit  laud  for  any  price 
can  get.  heoausa  ther  will  not  kera  in  good 
aonditioa  all  ibe  year,  like  the  goods  of  tbe  laaf 
cbani  and  nuahinio.  From  these  consideratioDs, 
it  seems  to  mc  Ibat  it  is  al  laast  piobaUe,  that  the 
Mwitado  nof  payinoi*  than  thau  prajmnion,  »ot 
Men  aa  maob.  ' 

The  same  gmtleman  told  ns  tbat  tba  nsiioa 
mMaioisd  a  wtMtdaraUe  lose  by  sending  tea.  much 
tobaoco  ti>  Boglnitd.  This  saamt  ta  mo  lo  be  a 
Utiie  like  whW  we  bwtd  about  the  baknca  of 
trade.  But  idmay  be  so.  I  will,  hvwerar,  scMa 
ny  saniioien^.  on  the  subieoit  if  enanaoot,  I 
■ball  be  glad  tp.bavc  them  oorraelad.  Marchants, 
like  everybody  else,  do  basiaess  with  a  new  la 
g*do,  and  wqnidtber,  year  ^(Mr year,  Mod  Ubac- 
•o  to  Soglwd  if  tbey,  conid  do  batter  by  aeqdiog 
it  to  the  eoDlinentl  I  apptahend  ibey  woald  nok 
They  ^ndettiant)  their  oosians,  and  do  wbu  is 
boat  oaLtulatod  to  promote  tbeit  inioeat.  In  en- 
■auniihg  this  labjeet,  we  ought,  to  uka  tato  oob- 
aideration  the  profit  to  be  made  on  ihawbolavor- 
■ge,  Bol  bsMly  the  prioe  of  a  single  ariioie  at  a 
pailicular  placa.  Tbe  place  where  tbe  wholkex- 
porud  cargo  can  be  sold  dearest,  aad  ib«  import- 
ad  one  booght  cheapest,  is  the  placa  wbtab  will 
always  give  the  most  profit.  If  a  nMrobaal 
abouJd  send  a  cargo  of  tobacco  to  England,  and 
wished  a  fww  pieces  of  Ruaaia  sbeetiog  in  pan  of 
the  reiuro  cargo,  would  it  iMt  be  beiiet  to  pur. 
chase  ihem  there,  than  aeod  hii  vessel  to  Russia 
for  them,  where  tbey  could  be  bought  a  litila 
cheaper.  Hcwould,  I  coooeive,  actually  aave  by 
io  doing.    Ivisb  iba  gantUinaa  bad  told  ua  ibc 


place  wheie  the  tobaeeo. alight  have  hem  txpoi^ 
ed  to,  Kt  as  lo  save  all  that  hs  now  tUaks  we 
kne  by  sendiog  it  lo.Baghuid.  1  sboald  b»n 
been  glad  to  have  been  infonned  wb«tber  tbm 
places  w«R  known  »•  poneaa  mereaotile  eapaia^ 
and  wbeibet  laercfcaau  of  eslaUisbed  ebaraeier 
lived  at  them  i  ibat  sort  of  cbancter  to  which  a 
pradent  ommi  night  with  safety  oooaMin  lb*  moM 
THltiable  cargo.  He  did  not  tell  ns  Hiat  wa  lost 
by  aettdtog  cotton  to  Oeaae  Britain,  it  nay. 
therefore,  be  pnanmcdi  that  it  eonld  bm  be  saU 
anywhere  alae  at  this  naoe  to  more  advaata^  Is 
thore  any  othor  country  in  Boropa  now  prapared 
lomaaanetnte  itt  I  believe  not;  nor  wiHiiba 
nnrchased  by  aa^  ta  lay  up  antil  able  lo  do  it. 
Before  it  is  possible  to  manufactnre^  meobanio^ 
who  OBdenMiK)  ibe  biuioesa,  must  be  obtained. 
Neither  they  noc  the  neoesaary  maehiaary  «»•  ba 
goiiBkday.  It  ia  now  well  known  thai,  siiMc 
the  iatrodtietio*  of  kbcw-eaving  naebise^  ma»> 
uboinra*  do  not  dtpaod  so  mtieb  ea  the  nunber 
of  people  aa  formerly.  I  ask,  ndiat  eooatry  oa 
tbe  cDBlineM  of  SarofM.  c^ralacd  aa  she  is  lo 
bar  eaain,  can  ofier  »  nuuisi  toi  this  articled 
What  country  there  ia  bow  in  nsit«aiieB  to  e«>n». 
mencelarge  and  extensive  estabUsbnaata  UinaB- 
ulaotaiv  for  exaortatimi  1  Is  It  Cleraany  i— ore^ 
mn.  Or  is  it  Fraoce,  i|ii<>ng  every  man  sbvcMt 
to  make  new  eonqaestai  If  they  have  ai«cb«n> 
if  s  aad  mercbaots  both,  is  theskiH  o(  the  one,  or 
[he  reputation  o(  the  other  kBown  ?  I  fev  not. 
Sir,  I  would  le  Ood  tbat  we  bad  not  so  maob 
commercial  iniMcoanB  with  Great  Britatii,  and 
I  liBocrely  with  oar  cunEaavM  was  more  equally 
divided  among  llie  natioaaef  tbe  earth  thaa  it  iag 
but  1  know  nol  haw  this  is  to  ba  done.  Trade 
thrives  best  whan  left  to  iiarif.  Tbe  BHwhaot 
vast  be  left  to  trade  in  the  way  he  most  ap- 
proves, provided  be  iball  not  baiard  thr  peaea  of 
At  country  thosaby. 

The  aentleman  ttom  VeruoM  (Ur.  Bu.i«t) 
has  told  oa,  that  hy  adopting  tba  rcaolariaa,  w« 
shall  enconraga  otbcs  Boropeaa  BMioosto  man* 
nlbetare  fbo  at.  It  ii^  I  eoneaive,  ^tiite  enough 
fJEor  Iha  qgneolinral  p^ri  of  tbe  coBamaniiy  to 
pay  tbeis  maoay  to  eaooara^  tbe  maavlbetsraB 
of  tbiacoBBiiT.  It  is  as  mooh  as  I  aai  wiiJiaf 
10  do.  But  wbai  earmtnty  hare  w(^  If  w«  >«lo[K 
ibe  ntolaiioa,  and  give  tbe  propcaad  eaeoangfr 
salt,  that  amy  of  theiB  will  leave  tbair  peeaenl 
occapation,  be  that  what  it  may,  to  lake  our  ad* 
fleet  Baeh'  one  of  tbam  nwy  Ihtok  that  tbcii 
inmroal  ia  aa  well  underalood  at  home  aa  w«  eaa 
possibly,  aadarataad  it. 

Tba  gantlaoMO  from-  Uassaahnaens  (Hit.  Bia- 
watL)i>*i*d  the  ease  of  our.  prisoaoa  at  Tripoli, 
aa  a  oasa  in  point  Ue  is,  I  ihink,  miakkea.  W« 
were  at  open  war  with  that  Power;  when  Ibd 
frtgBta  Philadelphia  nofortaaataly  struck  on  tba 
rooba  in  tbe  barber  of  Tripoli.  The  resall  ii 
known.  Tha  enemr  got  pceseesion  of  the  vessel, 
and  the  crew  were  made  prisoners  of  war.  There 
tben  eiisied  a  state  of  actual  war  betweeo  tha 
United  States  and  the  Tripoltiana.  In  tbe  prea- 
ent  caac  we  have  just  cause  of  complaintsagainst 
Briiaip,  and  aia  fsdcaToriug  to  ban  them  seUM 
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by  negoIiatioD.    T  will  sUIe  a  case  which  seems 
to  me  to  compare  better   with   the  silualloD  of 

impressed  on  board  the  British  ships  of  war.  It 
is  (he  case  of  Capiain  O'Brian  and  his  crew,  who 
were  captured  by  the  Algerines,  and  remaioed 
with  them  so  Iod|;,  that  I  believe  the  captain,  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  lime,  dated  all  his  letters  to 
bis  friends  bv  the  year  of  Tiia  captivity.  I  have 
understood  Iney  suffered  as  much  ,as  any  people 
contd  bear.  We  had  thea,  I  believe,  no  addres- 
ses, no  TesolatioDS,  nor  memorials  from  the  mer- 
chants and  insurance  comnanies.  But  this  case 
may  not  be  thought  to  appiy  to  that  part  of  out 
complaints  whicn  relate  (o  the  capture  of  our 
Tessels  carrying  coffee  and  sugar  to  France  and 
Spain  by  the  British  armed  ships.  I  will  state 
one,  which  I  think  has  Eome;  it  is  the  case  of 
Scott,  of  South  Carolina,  which  has  been  deci- 
ded in  this  House.  He  claimed  pay  for  property 
takea  bv  the  Indians  at  a  time  whea  do  open  and 
declarea  war  existed.  He  got  nolhing  from  the 
national  Oovernment.  The  Uitited  Sia 
treaty  gave  the  property  up  to  the  Indi 
believe  at  the  time  it  was  tabeo  some  bo 
had  been  committed.  Permit  me  here  to  observe 
that  no  agent  was  appointed  by  the  Government 
to  endeavor  to  recover  this  property,  and  (hat  I 
well  recollect,  when  the  claiin  was  under  debai 
thai  it  was  stated  by  a  member  of  the  House  that 
one  of  the  Indian  agents  had  got  the  treaty 
desire  so  formed,  as  to  'relinquish  a  claini  far  (he 
properly. 

I  bave  endeavored  to  confine  my  observation: 
to  the  resolotion  now  under  consideratioo,  and  t( 
answer  some  of  the  arguments  urged  in  its  sup- 
porlj  though  I  confess,  that,  while  examining 
this,  I  have  also  paid  some  attention  to  (he  othei 
on  the  table.  I  wish  Kenilemeo,  before  they  voti , 
would  seriously  consider  whether  this  is  the  best.' 
I  think  it  is  not.  When  we  rsQecl  on  (he 
piness  we  enjoy^tbe  prosperity  of  the  natioi 
growth  of  the  villages,  (owns,  and  cides,  (hi 
proving  state  of  agriculture,  tne  number  of  (urn- 
pike  roads,  bridges,  and  canal^  which  are  under- 
taken ia  many  parts  of  the  Union,  and  that  one 
improper  act  may  alter  for  a  time  this  happy 
state,  and  retard  every  improvement,  we  ought  (o 
be  cautious  before  we  change  the  ground  on  which 
we  ataod.  Complaints  have  been  made  of  delay 
on  this  important  subject;  they  are,  in  my  opin- 
ion, without  foundation.  It  required  serious  de- 
liberation, and  no  time  has  been  lost.  It  is  al- 
ways far  Mtier  to  decide  rightly  than  quickly.  It 
is  immaterial  to  other  nations  what  estimate  we 
form  of  our  own  s(reDg(b— there  are  two  rules  by 
which  they  will  judge:  the  number  of  men.and 
the  state  of  the  treasury.  Indeed,  it  seems  of  late 
to  have  become  a  maxim  in  war,  (hat  the  longest 

Enrse  is  the  longest  sword.  It  is  true  ibat  we 
ave  a  single  miHion  in  the  treasury  to  spare  i  it 
is  equally  true  that  resolutions  are  before  us, 
which,  if  adopted,  will  require  at  least  that  sum 
to  carry  them  into  eiecutioa.  In  this  situation, 
ought  we  to  take  measures  which  may  endanger 
the  revenoe  without  providing  ways  and  means  to 
9th  Cow.— «3 


meet  any  deficiency  ?  We  talk  of  war  with  an 
almost  empty  treasury;  no  (wo  things  can  be 
less  connected,  except  that  they  are  both  bad.  I 
have  stated  that  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  the 
best  plan  to  secure  our  seamen  from  impressmenti 
but  tne  man  who  shall  actually  produce  th.e  plan, 
which  shall  have  (he  effect,  will  deserve  the  grat- 
itude of  the  nation. 

In  this  time  of  difficulty  we  are  all  embarked 
in  (he  saroe  ship;  my  ardent  prayer  is.  that  what- 
ever shall  be  done,  may  promote  the  interest  and 
happiness  of  all. 

Mr.  O.  W.  Campbell.— Mr.  Chairman,  1  rise 
to  submit  to  the  Committee  some  of  the  reasons 
that  will  govern  my  vote  on  the  measure  now 
under  discussion.  In  doinp;  this,  it  is  not  my  in- 
tention to  go  over  the  various  grounds  taken  in 
this  debate,  or  lo  answer  the  several  arguments 
that  have  been  advanced,  in  support  of  principles 
to  which  I  am  opposed.  My  object  will  be  (o  lay 
before  the  Commitlee  such  a  view  of  the  subject 
as  I  conceive  best  calculated  to  ascertain  the  true 
ground  on  which  we  stand,  and  the  measures 
which,  in  (he  present  crisis  of  our  afiatis,it  wnuld 
be  advisable  to  adopt. 

I  am  not  disposed,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  pursue 
measures  that  will  criinson  tl)e  American  fields 
with  the  blood  of  her   citizens,  any  more  than 
other  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  on  this  subject; 
nor  am  I  willing  that  thousands  of  innocent  per- 
sons should  sufier  distress  and  ruin,  for  the  benefit 
of  a  few  individuals — a  few  merchants;  which,  it 
has  been  stated,  will  he  the  effect  of  (he  measure 
before  you;  neither,  sir,  will  I  ever  give  my  vote 
for  any  measure  that  shall  appear  lo  me  calcula- 
ted Id  sacrifice  the  agricultutaJ  interest  of  this  na- 
tion to  that  of  commerce,  or  have  a  (endency  (o 
'  ance  the  latter  at  the  expense  of  the  former ; 
so  far  as  the  resolution  before  you  appears  to 
likely  to  produce  this  effect,  I  shall  oppose  it. 
The  people  whom  I  bare  the  honor  to  represent 
chiefly  agriculturists,  and  it  will  always  ha 
__,  wish  and  my  pride,  to  support  their  interests, 
and  lo  cherish  ana  promote  the  agricultural  inter- 
est of  this  country  in  general,  so  far  as  it  may  be 
in  iny  power.    But  I  am  not,  at  the  same  time, 
prepared  to  see  the  nation  suffer,  without  resist- 
ance, every  indignity  with  which  Great  Britain 
may  choose  to  treat  her,  and  submit  patiently  to ' 
every  aggression  and  outrage  her  cruisers,  under 
her  authority,  may  choose  to  commit  on  our  citi- 
zens and  our  commerce.    I  conceive  it  our  duty 
(o  take  sucb  measures  as  will  prove  (o  the  world 
a  determinadon  on  our  part  to  resist  injuries  and 
lioiain  our  rights.    In  regard  to  the  commer- 
;1  relations  of  this  country  with  foreign  Powers, 
I  deem  it  proper  on  this  occasion  to  declare  it  as 
my  opinion,  which  I  have  always  entertained, 
that  i(  would  heve  been  better  for  the  American 
people,  if  Qovernmenl  had  never  given  protection 
--  lommerce.  out  of  sight  of  our  own  (erritory, 
beyond   tne   reach   of  our   cannon   from  our 
shores.    It  would  have  been  well  for  us,  sir,  if  the 
can  flag  bad  never  floated  on  the  ocean, 

(he  authority  of  Government,  to  waft  to 

this  country  the  luxuries  and  vices  of  European 
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utioDi,  that  vSeminate  sod  corrupt  onr  ppople, 
to  excite  the  jealousies  and  cupidity  of  those  Pow- 
er* whoM  esiateoce,  in  a  great  degree,  depend)  on 
cotDineree,  and  to  court,  as  it  were,  their  asgres- 
■ioDS,  aod  embroil  ua  id  their  unjust  and  bloodr 
ednieou.  If  we  bad  gaatd^d  against  those  pend- 
ing evils  bf  lea  ring  commerce  to  seek  ber  own 
protection,  except  witbia  the  limits  of  onr  own 
jnriidJciitHi,  we  should  baTe  bad  a  fair  prospect 
of  coDtiouing  to  flourish  a  free,  independeatj  and 
bappT  nation,  much  longer  than  I  fear  will  be 
out  destiny  to  do,  if  we  contiiiQe  to  become  more 
«nd  more  entangled  iu  European  politics  and 
intrigaes— to  be  aubject  to  feel  the  effects  of 
Buropeaa  conTulsions,  and  national  contests,  in 
eons«iuenee  of  being  deeply  engaeed  in  commer- 
cial rcalations  with  European  Powers.  If  we 
had  adopted  this  policy,  foreign  nations  would 
hare  vied  with  each  other  for  our  eorooierce  and 
our  friendship,  and  would  conrey  the  curplus 
production}  of  our  country  from  our  siorehonses, 
and  furnish  us  in  return  with  those  articles  and 
manufactures  of  iheir  conniries,  which  oar  neces- 
aities  or  conreoience  might  require;  and  we  might 
then  behold  the  colliiions  of  the  great  Powers  o~ 
the  continent  of  Europe,  and  their  jairine;  intei 
«BiE  contending  for  superiority,  without  endangei 
ing  our  peace  or  our  happiness,  and  with  no  oiht 
InconTenience  than  the  regret  wc  might  feel  for  the 
miseries  and  sufferings  of  that  portion  of  the  human 
femity,  with  whom,  however,  we  had  no  imme- 
diate connexions. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  hare  assumed  the  char 
■elerofa  commercial  nation,  abroad  as  well  as 
at  home.    Our  GoTernment  has,  in  some  degree, 
pledged  the  nation  to  protect  commerce,  and  under 
this  impression  our  citizens  hare  embarked  largely 
in  trade,  and  made  considerable  progress  therein, 
Tlie  enterprising  snirit  of  our  mere  bints  has  raised 
this  nation  to  ranx,  in  regard  to  commerce, 
second  in  the  worliL  and  from  this  source  i 
our  rerenne  is  chiefly  derived.    Under  these 
cnmtianees,  I  am  not  prepared  to  ny,  this  is  (he 
propitious  moment  to  retrace  our  steps,  and  with- 
out even  giving  notice  of  onr  inienttoa  to  do  so, 
abandon  our  merchant*  and  their  property  to  the 
tapaeity  of  a  foreign  nation.    I  conceive,  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  our  duty  to  afford  them  such  pro- 
tection as  the  resources  of  our  country,  and  the 
prospects  we  have  heretofore  held  out.  would 
Ibortze  them  to  expect. 

In  examining  this  subject,  the  first  imporl 
inquirv  that,  presents  itself,  is,  in  regard  to  the 
grounds  of  complaint  which  have  occaGioned  the 
resolution  before  you  to  be  proposed.  There  are 
two.  First,  (he  impressment  of  our  seamen  ;  and 
aecood,  the  unjust,  and,^  as  we  believe,  unanthor- 
ized  aggrenioos  Committed  on  our  commerce  by 
the  cruisers  of  Ore  at  Britain.  If  vou  took  a[  ' 
documents  on  your  table,  you  will  see  that 
seamen  have  been  impressed  bv  that  nalioi 
years  past,  without  the  color  of  right,  and  in  a 
manner,  which  it  is  not  pretended,  on  this  floor, 


be  relied  Upon;  compelled  to  perform  the  hardest 
dutv  in  her  ships  of  war,  and  forced  against  their 
will  to  fight  her  enemies,  who  were  at  the  sanae 


time  on  terms  of  friendship  with  us.  Thev  have 
been  taken  from  sea  to  sea,  and  from  place  to 
place — from  one  country  or  island  to  aoather; 
shifted  from  ship  to  ship,  and  often  sent  to  distant 
parts  of  the  world,  so  as  to  place  them  beyond  the 
research  of  iheir  friends  or  their  country,  and  put 
it  out  of  the  power  of  either  to  reclaim  them,  by 
producing  the  proofs  required  of  their  citizenship 
to  obtain  their  liberation.  It  has  been  stated  (bat 
Great  Britain  has  always  been  witling  to  deliver 
np  such  impressed  seamen  as  were  proved  to  be 
bonajide  American  citizens.  But  this  is  a  falla- 
cious pretext  on  her  pan,  from  which  little  ar  no 
beoeQt  can  arise  to  us.  She  impresses  our  people, 
without  inquiring  in  regard  to  their  citizenship, 
or  paying  the  least  regard  (o  their  protections. 
Their  friends  knew  not  where  to  find  them,  the 
Government  cannot  aifceriain  where  they  are, 
and  years  sometimes  pass  before  it  is  kcown 
whither  they  have  been  carried.  It  has,  therefore, 
in  most  cases,  been  found  impassible  to  procure 
their  release,  and  restore  them  to  their  friends  and 
their  country;  and  there  are  at  this  moment,  un- 
justly detained  by  that  naiiop,  between  two  and 
three  thousand  of  our  seamen;  who  have  beea 
impressed  without  any  other  pretext,  than  that 
they  spoke  the  English  language,  or  resembled,  in 
their  persons,  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  empire. 
Out  Oovernment  has,  in  vain,  remonstrated,  time 
after  time,  on  ibis  subject  to  the  Couit  of  St, 
James.  No  satiafactory  arrangements  could  be 
obtained,  Iior  is  there  any  fair  ground  to  expect  a 
change  in  the  conduct  of  that  Government  in  this 
respect.  Complaints  have  been  made  and  repeat- 
ed 10  every  quarter  of  the  Dnion  on  this  subject. 
The  outrages  committed  on  our  citizens  have 
made  an  impression  oa  the  public  mind,  that  de- 
mands on  our  part  the  adoption  of  some  decisive 
measure  to  correct  the  growing  evil.  It  has,  in- 
deed, been  said  by  some  gentlemen  on  this  floor, 
that  there  exists  a  prospect  of  the  fair  adjustment 
of  out  differences  with  Great  Britain  on  this  sub- 
ject. 1  would  ask  those  ^nilemen,  upon  what 
information  this  opinion  la  founded?  Por  my- 
self. Mr.  Chaimian,  t  know  of  no  just  ground  to 
autnorize  such  expectation.  The  documents  oa 
your  table  do  not  justify  a  belief,  that  there  is  at 
this  time  the  least  prospect  of  adjustment.  They 
inform  us,  there  was  once  such  a  prospect,  bni  that 
it  has  long  since  vanished;  and  so  far  as  we  can 
collect  information,  Irom  those  documents  as  welt 
as  from  other  sources,  there  is  not  to  be  found  in 
the  conduct  of  the  British  Ministers,  the  slightest 
foundation  for  a  belief  that  ihey  are  dispo«ed  to 
relinquish  the  ground  they  have  taken,  unlest  it  is 
rendered  necessary  by  some  effective  measures  on 
our  part.  I  would  then  put  it  to  gentlemen  to 
say,  if  we  are  not  at  this  time  to  take  any  step 
whatever,  towards  vindicating  our  violated  rights, 
when  will  be  the  proper  limelor  ua  to  act  7  Have 
we  not  patiently  endured  those  injuries  long 
enonghl  And  if  not,  how  much  longer  musl  we 
tamely  submit  to  tbemT    What  time  can  be  more 
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fATorable  tbanthe  present  to  resist  ihemi  Wilt 
it  be  wfien  Qreat  Britain  has  goiicQ  into  her  pos- 
■enioD  aereater  Dumber  of  oar  aeamen?  Wben, 
tnaiesd  of  near  three  tbourand,  she  will  have  got- 
ten,  six,  eight,  or  ten  thottsand?  Will  it  then  be 
a  more  proper timeto  make  a  stand — to  call  apon 
her  bf  some  efficient  meaaore  to  do  us  juiiice — 
to  treat  ns  ■■  an  independent  nation,  or  to  tell  her, 
thst-wevill  at  Jesat,  cease  to  treat  her  as  afriend? 
I  presume  not,  sir.  I  cannot  conceive  it  proper 
ihaC'we  should  wait  Tor  such  an  event,  before  we 
make  a  eiand  in  defence  of  our  rights.  On  the 
centrar^,  it  is  raj  opinion,  there  -can  be  no  lime 
more  likeljr  than  the  present,  to  render  effectual 
any  meaiarea  we  majr  adopt.  The  present  slate 
of  the  war  in  Barope.  which  sufficiently  occupies 
the  grtit  Powers  in  tKat  quarter,  if  property  coq- 
sfdered,  and  its  probable  results,  in  regard  to  Ds, 
tiaty  weighed,  ought,  it  appears  to  me,  to  con- 
vinee  any  man  of  reflection  that  this  is  the  most 
favorable  mocncnt  to  insist  on  finally  ailiasting 
OUT  diEfereuces  on  lfai«  subject  with  Great  Britain. 
The  rleht  of  oar  seamen  to  protection,  vhile  they 
sail  aader  our  flag,  is  undentable.  It  is  a  perfect 
ti^fat.  as  mnch  so  as  the  right  to  be  protected 
withia  flur  bouses,  or  in  onr  carriages  on  the  high- 
way. Yon  ought,  iberefore.  never  to  abandon  It, 
on  any  pretence  whatever;  na^.  sir,  you  cannot 
abandon  it,  in  justice  to  your  citizen*,  unless,  in- 
deed, yon  are  willing  to  surrender  your  independ- 
esee  M  a  nation.  The  ocean  is  a  highway  for  all 
nations,  over  which  no  one  Power  has  exclusive 
jurisdictioQ.  If  you  resign  this  right  now  to  Qreat 
Britain,  whatieason  have  you  to  believe  she  will 
not  pusir  ber  demands  further,  and  arge  yoa  to 
reiig^  another,  that  may  be  still  more  important? 
It  is  high  time  that  this  business  was  brought  to  a 
final'  cloee,  for  if  your  seamen  are  to  be  seized 
vbererer  they  are  found  on  the  ocean,  yon  had 
batter  strip  your  ships  of  every  sail  they  carry, 
confine  ^otir  citizens  within  the  limits  of  your 
own  junsdicllon.toSghtyoar  own  banlee,  should 
it  become  necessary,  rather  than  see  them  exposed 
against  their  will,  in  fighting  the  battles  of  a  for- 
eign nation. 

TKb  second  grvnnd  of  complaint  is  the  aggres- 
aione  committed  oo  our  commerce,  contraty  to 
tlie  la^  of  nations,  and  in  violation  of  every  prin- 
cipla  'of  jimice.  OreatBi'iuia  aasnmes  to  her- 
aclf  the  right  to  iaierdict  to  neotral  nations  a 
commerciu  intercourse  with  the  colonies  of  her 
enemies,  except  under  such  modificatioDs  as  she 
bas-been  pleased  to  prescribe.  She  jusiiSes  ibe 
captare  of  your  Teasels  on  the  ground  of  their 
btnng  engaged  in  a  commerce,  during  the  var, 
that  was  nut  open  to  them  in  time  of  peace.  If 
this  principle  be  once  admitted  as  correct,  and 
carried  to  the  full  extent  of  which  it  is  capable,  it 
will  be  found,  in  its  consequence;!,  almost  wholly 
to' destroy,  not  only  the  commerce  of  this  coun- 
try at  a  neatral,  but  thai  of  every  neniral  nation 
in  the  world.  You  are  told  you  must  not  in  time 
of  war  exceed  y  onr  accustomed  traffic  in  time  of 
peace.  Wbat  is  the  consequence?  War,  in  a 
great  degree,  destroys  the  trade  which  yon  were 
accustomed  to  aojoy  in  time  of  peace,  as  a  great 


part  of  il  becomes  eonttaband  of  war;  and  this 
new  principle  shul«  up  all  the  avenues  of  com- 
merce that  were  opened,  in  consequei: 


that  wiU  deserve  the  name  of  c        ..  _.     

the  reasons  advanced  in  {support  of  this  principle, 
will  go  still  further  to  show  its  destructive  con- 
sequences. One  of  the  reasons  given  why  yon 
mast  not  carry  on  this  trade,  is,  bmause  it  is  bea- 
eSciat  to  the  enemies  of  Qreat  Britain,  as  yott 
thereby  furnish  them  with  provisions  and  other 
articles  of  merchandise,  which  relieve  them  from 
the  pressure  of  the  war,  and  prevent  her  from  de- 
riving all  the  benefits  she  otherwise  would  do, 
from  tier  superiorily  at  sea.  If  there  is  any  Milid- 
ity  in  this  reasoning  it  will  go  the  whole  length 
to  prohibit  you  from  carrying  the  productions  of 
your  own  farms  to  any  nation  the  enemy  of  Great 
Britain.  Your  provisions,  bread  stuffs,  beef,  and 
pork,  are  surely  as  useful  for  carrying  on  war  as 
the  produce  of  ibe  West  India  islands.  She  haa 
hitherto,  it  is  true,  applied  this  reasoning  only  to 
the  productions  of  tte  colonies,  but  il  will  equal- 
Iv  apply  to  those  of  your  own  country.  Hence, 
Ine  injustice  and  abinrdity  of  the  principle  mast 
appear  evident  to  every  discerning  and  unpreju- 
diced mind.  But  she  has  already,  in  carrying  in- 
to effect  her  new  principle,  gone  further  than 
merely  to  prohibit  neutrals  from  carryiug  colonial 

Jroduce  directly  to  the  ports  of  her  enemies.  She 
as  laid  the  ground-work  to  prevent  you  from 
carrying  to  tnose  ports  your  own  productions. 
Your  vessels  are  seized  and  condemned  for  being 
engaged  in  conveying  to  her  enemies  colonial 
produce,  which  has  been  fairly  purchased  and 
paid  Cor  by  your  citizens,  brought  to  this  country, 
and,  according  to  your  revenue  laws,  made  a  part 
of  the  common  slock  of  the  nation.  If  there  is  a 
shade  of  difference  in  principle  between  this  case, 
and  (hat  in  which  the  produce  of  your  own  farms 
should  be  captured  on  its  way  to  the  same  ene- 
my's ports,  il  is  as  ffimsy  as  can  be  conceived  to 
exist.  When  your  people  have  purchased  the 
productions  of  other  countries,  aitd  fairly  paid  for 
them  ;  brought  them  into  your  own,  and  complied 
with  your  municipal  regulations  respecting  ihem, 
they  become  neutralized,  and  as  much  a  part  of 
the  common  stock  of  the  nation  as  if  they  had 
been  raised  on  your  own  farms;  and  the  same 
principle  that  would  inhibit  you  from  carrying 
these  to  the  ports  of  a  beUigereni,  would,  by  par- 
ity of  reasoning,  prevent  you  From  carrying  to  the  ' 
same  ports  the  produciionsof  your  own  farms. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  us  for  a  moment  inquire 
whence  Great  Britain  derives  the  right,  according 
to  any  knowu  principle  of  law  or  justice,  to  seize 
~nd  condemn  colonial  produce,  the  properly  of  a 
leutral,  in  consequence  of  its  being  destined  for 


the  ports  of  the  pareut  Slate,  ber  enemy  1  Sir 
gers  can  acquire  no  rights  against  each  other,,  in 
consequence  of  the  domestic  regnlaiions  relative 
to  coiiimerce,  which  a  Power  independent  of 
them  may  choose  to  establish.  Suppose  France, 
by  law,  in  time  of  peace,  should  prohibit  the  im- 
poriatioa  of  colonial  produee  to  net  porta,  oa  tha 
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continent,  except  in  ber  on'n  vessels,  Great  Brit- 
kin  could  h&Te  no  rieht  to  capture  an  American 
Tcssel  engaged  in  sued  trade.  France  alone  could 
risbirully  neize  and  condemn  such  vessel  for  tbe 
infraction  of  her  laws ;  but  no  other  Power  could 
liave  such  right.  Suppose  such  prohibitions  re- 
moved by  France  daring  a  war^  and  the  trade  de- 
clared Uwiul,  could  Oreat  Britain  thereby  acquire 
t  right  to  capture  each  vessels  for  being  engaged 
in  a  trade  now  declared  lawful,  which  she  could 
not  do  wben  it  was  nnlawful7  Certainly  she 
would  not.  Such  doctrine  would  be  conirary  to 
the  plainest  dictates  of  reason  and  common  sense. 
She  had  no  right  to  capture  such  vessel,  while  the 
prohibition  continued, and  she  could  not  certainly 
acquire  tbe  right  by  such  prohibition  being  re- 
moved. The  intervention  of  war  cannot  alter 
tbe  case,  for  the  rights  of  neutrals,  except  as  to 
contraband,  remain  the  same  in  time  ot  war  as 
they  were  during  peace.  I  must  therefore  con- 
sider this  principle  assumed  by  Qreat  Britain  as 
a  flagrant  violation  of  ihe  law  of  nations,  coo- 
Irarv  to  every  principle  of  justice,  and  such  as 
onRht  not  to  be  sanctioned  by  this  or  any  other 
independent  nation.  If  you  tamelv  submit  in  this 
instance,  she  will  assnredly  push  ner  aggressions 
■till  further;  encroach  on  your  rights,  step  by 
»te|i,  as  her  convenience  snd  interest  may  require, 
nniilsbe  has  effectually  destroyed  your  commerce, 
and  monopolized  to  herself  ine  whole  of  its  pro 
fits.  That  part  of  our  commerce  that  becomes 
immediately  subject  to  the  operation  of  this  new 
principle,  has  been  stated  as  very  onimportaat, 
and  tinder  tbe  name  of  the  carrying  trade,  has 
been  ridiculed  as  not  meriting  the  notice  of  Gov- 
arnmenl.  A  very  few  remarks  bnweverwill,  I  ep- 
prehend,  show  that  it  is  not  so  insignificant  as  has 
been  represented.  In  onr  trade  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, there  is  a  balance  in  her  favor  ot  nearly 
twelve  millions  of  dollars.  This  balance  must  be 
paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  exports  of  the 
United  States  to  other  countries.  Many  of  those 
countries  ihai  consume  a  ^real  portioa  oF  our  pro- 
duce, cannot  sive  us  specie  in  return.  Our  mer- 
chants moat  therefore,  in  all  such  cases,  return 
tbe  produce  and  manufactures  of  such  coun- 
tries instead  of  specie ;  and,  as  the  quantity  of 
foreign  produce  and  goods  thus  received  exceeds 
the  amount  necessary  to  supply  the  demands  for 
consumption  in  this  country,  it  becomes  import- 
ant that  this  surplus  should  be  carried  toother 
markets,  where  there  is  a  demand  for  it.  and 
where  specie  can  be  obtained  in  return.  This  has 
beretofore  been  done  by  our  merchants,  by  first 
importing  such  foreign  produce  into  our  own 
country,  and  (hen  re-exporting  the  tame  for  a 
market;  and  by  means  of  (his  trade  alone  bave 
tbe^been  enabled  to  discharge  the  balance  against 
OS  in  onr  trade  with  Great  Britafn.  The  annual 
value  of  imports  into  the  United  States  amounts 
to  about  seventy -fire  millions  of  dollars ;  of  ibis, 
twenty-eight  millions  are  re-exported  to  all  parts 
of  the  world,  and  of  that  amount,  eighteen  mil- 
lions go  to  the  dominions  of  Holland,  Prance, 
Spain,  and  Italy.  The  greater  part  of  which  is 
■ubjeci  to  capture  by  the  netr  principle  of  tlje 


law  of  nations  acted  upon  by  Qreal  Britain.  This 
is  the  carrying  trade,  sir,  which  gendemen  have 
considered  so  unimportant  be  not  to  merit  the  at- 
tention of  Government.  Instead  of  estimating 
this  trade  at  $850,000,  as  gentlemen  have  don& 
beiDg  the  net  revenue  derived  therefrom,  (aod 
which  is  not  considered  as  paid  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States,)  it  may  fairly  be  estima(ed  at 
nearly  eighteen  millions,  or  about  one-fourth  of 
tbe  whole  of  your  imports,  nearly  in  the  propor- 
cion  of  eighteen  million  to  seventy-five.  Foe  if 
your  merchants  are  not  permitted  (o  re-export  tbe 
surplus  foreign  produce  to  those  markets  where 
there  is  a  demand  for  it,  it  will  remain  on  their 
hands  and  rot  in  their  store-houses.  This  would 
also  sink  the  price  of  your  own  produce,  aa  there 
could  not  be  a  sufficient  demand  for  it,  because 
your  merchants  would  not  receive  in  return  for- 
eign produce.  Your  trade  roust,  therefore,  be 
diminished  nearly  in  the  proportion  before  stated. 
I  ask  gentlemen  if  this  trade  is  cut  oB.  how  your 
merchants  are  to  get  specie  to.  meet  the  balance 
in  favor  of  Great  Britain  of  twelve  millions  of 
dollarsl  If  this  cannot  be  done,  your  imports 
must  diminish  in  proportion  as  the  means  of  re- 
mittance fail,  and  y  onr  revenue  must  also  feel  the 
shock,  and  suffer  in  the  same  pro^ttion  as  vonr 
importations  are  lessened.  Tliis  is  a  view  ot  the 
subject,  which  I  presume  deserves  at  least  the 
serious  consideration  of  gentlemen,  and  I  he^  of 
them  to  pause  before  they  agree  (o  relinquish, 
without  a  struggle,  tiiis  portion  of  out  naiioaat 
rights — for,  if  you  submit  in  this  instance  to  the 
interdiction  imposed  by  Great  Britain  of  carrying 
colonial  produce  to  (he  ports  of  her  enemies,  she 
will  assuredly  advance  her  pretension^  as  already 
stated,  sdll  further,  and  insist  on  the  right  to  pro- 
hibit you  from  supplying  (bem  with  your  own; 
and  it  may  fairly  be  asked,  on  the  ground  she  has 
taken,  where  is  the  difference  between  sending 
colonial  produce  to  ber  eoemies  and  sending  yiHU 
own  produce?  Tbe  quantum  of  injury  to  her, 
and  of  benefit  to  them,  wilt  he  the  same ;  and  sha 
will  have  nearly  tbe  same  right  to  prohibit  in  the 
one  case  as  in  tbe  other.  This  shows  tbe  neces- 
sity of  taking  some  decisive  step  (hat  will  con- 
vince Great  firi(ain  that  we  are  determined  not 
to  submit  to  these  aggressions :  that  will  (ell  her, 
in  firm  and  manly  language,  thus  far  yon  may  go, 
bat  not  farther.  On  .this  subject,  also,  oor  Oov- 
ernment  has  remonstrated  to  that  of  Great  Brit- 
ain without  effect.  No  satisfactory  arraOgementa 
could  be  obtained,  and  there  is  nu  greater  pros- 
pect of  4  amicable  adjustment  of  out  differences 
with  that  nation  at  this  moment  than  there  was 
a  year  ago,  nor  have  1  any  idea  that  we  shall  fiad 
ourselves  in  a  better  situation  in  this  respectjOne, 
two,  or  three  years  hence,  if  we  tamely  acquieae^ 
than  we  now  are.  There  is,  therefore,  aojgronna 
for  delay  ;  we  can  derive  no  benefit  from  it ;  this 
is  the  time  we  ought  to  ac(,  tbe  most  propidoua 
that  is  likely  to  present  itself. 

1  shall,  in  the  next  pla,ce,  Mr.  Chairman,  notice 
the  present  stale  of  our  relations  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, io  order  to  ascertain  whether  we  are  prohib- 
ited by  any  ezistiog  (ceaty  ot  legutatioo,  from 
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adopting  sRcb  measures,  ID  regard  lo  her,  as  the 
presenl  state  of  our  H&airs  may  seem  to  recjoire. 
We  have  do  cominercjal  treatj'  with  that  natioo, 
except  in  relation  to  her  colooies  on  the  conlinent 
of  America,  adjucenl  to  the  United  Sifttes.  We 
are,  therefore,  st  liberty  to  adopt  uuch  regulations 
in  regard  to  our  commerce  with  her,  as  our  situ- 
■tlion  may  require.  We  are  cerlaioly  not  bound, 
before  we  adopt  a  commercial  regulalioo,  to  in- 
-guire  how  Qreat  Britain  would  approve  it  7  Or 
that  it  might  affect  her  interest,  except  so  fir  as  to 
ascertain  its  effieiencj'  to  induce  hei  to  remove  the 
grounds  of  complaiot.  We,  undoubtedly,  have 
the  right  to  declare  with  what  nation  we  will 
-imrry  on  commerce,  without  giving  just  cause  of 
war.  This  is  a  rj^ht  iuhereat  in  evety  iodepend- 
eut  nation  ;  and,  in  the  exercise  of  it,  we  are  not 
to  be  guided  by  the  power  or  weakness  of  the  na- 
tion it  may  sSect.  The  right  is  the  same  whether 
Great  Britain  has  one  hundred  or  one  thousand 
ships  of  war ;  and  if  you  resign  this  right  to  reg- 
ulate your  own  commerce,  you  may  as  well  re- 
»igo  your  independence  as  a  uation.  But,  in  jus- 
filling  this  conduct  toward  Qs,  does  Great  Britain 
pretend  that  we  have  acted  unfriendly  to  her  1 
T(o  ;  she  has  taken  no  such  groaod,  except,  indeed, 
in  siaiina;  that  this  part  of  our  commerce  is  bene- 
ficial to  her  enemies,  which  would  equally  apply 
to  any  other  part  of  our  trade  with  them.  There 
ii,  therefore,  no  concession  we  can  make,  consist- 
ent with  oar  juat  rights  as  a  nation,  that  would 
be  likely  to  produce  a  relinquishment  on  ter  part 
of  the  ground  she  has  taken.  Believing,  there- 
fore,the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  to  be  such  as 
reqntressome  efficient  measures  to  be  taken  on 
our  pari,  and  believing,  also,  we  have  a  right, 
without  giving  just  cause  of  war,  to  adopt  the  res- 
Itition  under  coosiderstioo,  or  any  other  of  a  sim- 
ilar nature,  I  shall  proceed  to  inquire  the  effects 
sacb  a  measure  would  have  on  Great  Britain,  and 
Ibe  probability  that  it  would  induce  her  to  do  us 
justice.  There  is  at  present  anoually  imported 
into  this  country  from  the  dominions  of  Great 
Britain,  merchandise  to  the  amount  of  thirty-five 
millions  of  dollars ;  for  the  greater  part  of  which 
she  receives  specie,  or  American  produce,  equally 
valuably  and  more  necessary  for  Iter  sopport  as  a 
nation.  In  this  trade  there  is  in  her  favor  a  bal- 
KDce  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars.  Surely,  sir,  it 
can  require  do  argument  to  convince  any  man  of 
the  vail  importance  to  Great  Britain  of  a  trade 
that  furnishes  a  market  for  so  great  a  quantity  of 
her  produce  and  manufsctureB;  supplies  her  in 
return  with  those  articles  which  are  most  neces- 
■ary  for  her  support,  and  produces  a  balance  in 
her  favor  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars.  A  total 
m  partial  interdiction  of  this  trade  would  dimin- 
ish her  profits  derived  therefrom,  in  proportion  to 
the  exient  of  such  iuterdiclion.  Her  manufac- 
tures would  remain  on  hand  and  rot  io  her  store- 
houses; there  would  be  no  demand  for  them  in 
Enropean  mai^ets;  when  the  like  articles  are 
furnished  from  the  manufactures  of  their  own 
coontriea,  and  the  resources  of  the  nation  would 
iBuffer  in  proportion  as  the  trade  was  stagnated.  If 
we  ue  to  pay  any  tegard  to  the  public  prints  of 


that  nation,  we  must  conclude  such  a  .  .__ 
would  have  a  very  serious  effect  upoo  her  interest. 
They  inform  us  thai  country  would  sustain  an 
annual  loss  of  seven  millions  sterling,  by  the  ope- 
ration of  a  measure  similar  to  that  before  you.  Is 
it  likely,  sir,  her  merchants  would  tamely  submit 
to  such  a  loss  ?  No,  they  would  not ;  they  would 
call  on  their  Government  to  remove  the  cause. 
and  their  power  and  influence  there  are  loo  well 
known  to  Wieve  they  would  not  be  beard.  Fur- 
ther, Mr.  Chairman,  such  a  measure  would  induce 
our  merchants  to  seek  Other  markets,  where  they 
could  vend  our  produce  and  receive  the  necessary 
supplies.  In  this  Great  Britain  would  discover 
the  dangerous  consequences  likely  Io  arise  front 
her  injugtice,  and  feel  sensibly  the  effects  it  might 
produce  on  her  meicautile  interest.  This  mea^ 
ure  would  have  another  effect  in  regard  to  us.  It 
would  render  us  less  dependent  than  we  now  ara 
on  Qreat  Britain;  which,  J  conceive,  would  be  a 
very  fortunate  circumstance  j  for  I  cannot  con- 
sider it  the  interest  of  this  country  to  be  united 
too  closely  with,  or  rendered  dependent  on  any 
foreign  nation,  by  means  of  mercantile  connex- 
ions with  het  citizens ;  and,  in  proportion  as  odi 
connexions  with,  and  dependence  on.  Great  Brit- 
ain would  cease  in  this  respect,  in  the  same  pro- 
portion  we  should  be  freed  from  foreign  influence 
and  from  the  effects  produced  by  her  mercantile 
interest  on  the  public  mind,  in  some  portions  of 
this  country.  Permit  me  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
notice  an  observation  made  bv  the  hoDorable 
Speaker,  (Mr.  Macon,)  when  Ke  inquired  why 
our  tnerchanta  did  not  go  to  Other  markets  than 
those  of  Great  BrilainT  The  answer  is  obviooa, 
from  what  has  been  already  said.  Many  of  onr 
merchants  are  connected  with  British  merchants; 
many  of  them  the  mere  factors  of  British  mer- 
chants, trading  with  British  capital;  snch  mea 
will  not  seek  other  markets^  while  they  are  p«- 
mitted  to  procure  their  mercoandtse  in  that  cottn- 
try,  where  they  have  iheir  capital  and  connexions 
— where  they  are  better  known,  and  have  more 
extensive  credit ;  onr  real  American  merehantv 
have  also  large  connexions  and  extensive  credit 
there,  and  thev  will  be  unwilling  to  relinquish 
these,  unless  Cfovernment  shall,  by  some  effective 
measure,  give  a  new  direction  to  trade  and  a  new 
impulse  to  our  commercial  affairs.  But,  let  tbia 
once  take  place,  and  I  am  convinced  our  mer- 
chants will  be  able  to  procure  most,  if  not  all,  of 
the  articles  we  coosame  at  other  European  mar- 
kets— those  of  France,  Spain,  Holland,  Italy,  and 
Germany,  &C.,  on  as  good  terms;  or,lhe  channeb 
of  trade  once  changed.  Great  Britain  will  find  it 
difficult  to  restore  tnem  to  their  former  direction. 
This  she  must  know,  and  when  she  sees  the  con- 
duct she  is  now  pursuing  will  produce  this  effee^ 
there  is  reason  to  believe  she  will  relinquish  the 
ground  she  has  taken  and  do  us  justice.  It  ia  her 
interest,  it  h  her  true  policy  to  do  so. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  though  we  interdict 
importation  from  Great  Britain,  she  will  be  able, 
notwithstanding,  to  discbarge  or  dispose  of  all  her 
manufactures ;  that  tbey  will  find  other  market^ 
and  through  them  find  theii  Vay  to  the  United 
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StaEes.  This  ia  aa  evaiive  and  bd  inconctusire 
argument  It  may  be  a  Eouod  general  priociple 
that  commeTce,  on  a  large  scale,  will  seek  its  mar- 
kets ^Dd  find  its  level,  as  ihe  walria  do  in  ibe 
ocean :  but  regulatioa,  such  aa  ibac  before  you, 
"will  aflecl  its  course,  change  ita  direction, impede 
il9  progreis,  and  determine  its  cbanoels,  so  as  to 
deprive  some  countries  of  its  beoefits,  Id  faror  of 
others,  in  the  same  manner  that  mountains,  hilla, 


ir  progress  to  the  ocean. 
Sdi,  it  ia  insisted,  this  measure  will  produce 
war ;  I  con&ider  it  entirely  in  the  nature  ota  com- 
mercial radiation,  and  tuch  as  cannot,  aa  already 
stated.  Rive  any  just  came  of  war.  But,  it  is  ask- 
ed, will  Qreat  Britain  inquire  whether  it  is,  or  is 
not.  just  cause  of  war  7  Will  she  not  consider  it 
10.  berause  it  is  againit  her  interest  J  If  gentle- 
men  will  have  it  that  Great  Britain  has  abandon- 
ed erery  principle  of  justice,  it  is  vain  to  expect 
she  will,  on  any  occasion,  be  governed  by  reason, 
or  motives  of  propriety,  io  her  conduct  I«ward 
Tisj  if  sbe  is  totally  te^rdless  of  common  right, 
and  governed  by  ber  inteteata  atone,  sbe  wails 
only  a  more  favorable  opuoriuniiy  to  give  our 
commerce  a  more  deadly  blow ;  and  it  is,  there- 
fore, bi^h  time  to  withdraw  ourselvea  from  all 
coonexionaivitbher.  But,l  am  not  prepand  to 
go  this  length;  I  cannot  believe  a  great  nation, 
who  bolda  a  dignlGed  rank  among  the  Powers  of 
die  earth,  would. expose  herself  to  ibe  indigoatioo 
utd  derision  of  the  world,  b)[  abandoning  all  re- 
Bpeet  for  justice  and  public  right.  I  must  believe 
ale  still  retaioa  some  regard  for  ber  nationat 
honor ;  and,  if  not  for  ber  honor,  the  does  for  ber 
interest :  all  that  sbe  could  say,  with  any  color  of 
justice,  would  be,  that  she  has  the  right  to  adopt 
other  regulations  on  her  part  to  counteract  yours. 
Let  ns  inqnire  into  the  effect  of  such  regulations. 
She  may  say^  vour  produce  shall  not  go  to  ber 
colonies,  ber  islands,  or  any  of  her  dominions.  If 
■he  takes  this  measure,  she  will  prepare  the  most 
effectual  scourge  for  her  own  subjects.  She  will 
reduce  the  inhabitants  of  those  islands  not  only  to 
a  state  of  statTattoUj  but  force  them  at  length.  ' 
all  probability,  into  insurrection.  We  have  air 
dy  witnessed  the  complaints  of  those  people  to  the 
notber  country.  We  have  seen  the  picture  they 
hare  drawn  of  their  sufferings  and  distress,  and 
their  declarations  that  tbev  cannot  exist  without 
the  nroduce  of  the  United  Slates.  How,  then, 
ahall  Britain  uteliate  ?  She  cannot  do  it  effectu- 
ally witbuut  injuring  herself  more  than  she  will 
]|0n.  Hence,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  the  adop- 
tion of  proper  measures  on  our  pari — of  taeasuies 
■imilar  to  that  before  yon— would  be  likely  to  pro- 
duce the  desired  effect  in  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  toward  us. 

An  important  inqniry  remains  to  be  made;  and 
that  is,  the  effects  such  a  measure,  as  that  now  be- 
before  you,  would  produce  on  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  on  the  revenue,  and  on  the  «g- 
ricutinral  interest.  It  has  been  insisted  that  it 
would  destroy  your  commerce.  This  must  be 
tbeiupposiiion  that  it  would  produce  war.  I  ha.. 
AndeavoTEd  to  show.tbis  would  not  be  the  neces- 


sary nor  even  the  probable  conaequence  of  iL  1 
am  not,  however,  prepared  to  vote  foi  it,  ai  this 
time,  in  its  present  ahape ;  but  I  do  not  refuse  my 
assent  to  it  becauoe  1  believe  it  to  be  a  war  meas- 
ure, nor  because  I  think  Great  Britain  herself 
would  consider  it  so,  but  because  I  conceive  it 
advisable  to  adopt  a  measure  that  will  itat 
iterially  affect  either  your  commerce,  your 
ue,  or  your  agricultural  interest.  On  ibis 
ground  I  would  myself  prefer  a  measure  that 
would  impose  additional  duties  on  Briiicb  mer- 
chandise, or  I  would  agree  to  interdict  the  import- 
ation into  this  country  of  certaia  specified  ani- 
cles,  the  growth  or  maDufaciute  of  Great  Britain, 
as  proposed  by  the  resolution  introduced  by  the 
gentlemen  from  Maryland.  This  measure  would 
not  have  a  very  serious  effect  upon  the  eonunerce 
of  our  country,  as  ftuch  articles  might  be  selected, 
and,  indeed,  are  io  the  lesolutifiu  -alluded  to,  as 
could  be  conveoieatly  enough  ]>rocured  at  otiier 
markela.  It  would,  at  the  same  ume,paralfze 
the  most  valuable  and  profitable,  portion  of  British 
manufactures,  and  enlist  the  mercantile  iaietest  of 
that  oountry  against  the  present  lukjust  proceed- 
ings of  their  Oovernmenl.  The  result  cannot 
well  be  doubted  by  those  who  know  the  powerfol 
influence  their  merchants  have  over  the  aSairs  of 
that  naiioQ.  The  amount  of  dutiea  arising  fron 
merahandise  imported  from  Great  Britain,  paring 
a  duty,  ad  valorem,  ia  somewhat  leu  than  three 
millions  &Qd  a  half  of  dollars.  The  articles  pro- 
posed to  be  prohibited  are  chiefly  of  the  descrip- 
tion paying  sueh  dutj,  but  do  not  include  a» 
whole  of  tnem.  The  introduction  will  not  prob- 
ably extend  to  more  than  one-half  the  merebaa- 
dise  in  value,  paying  such  duty.  But,  sumosethc 
amount,  on  tne  prohibited  articles,  should  be  two 
[nil[ion&— the  only  dimioution  of  revenue  ^l 
could  take  place  must  arise  from  a  failure  on  the 
part  of  our  merchants  to  obtain  those  articles  at 
other  markets,  and  would  be  only  proportioned 
to  sucb  failure.  Suppose  they  should  fail  in  ob- 
taining those  articles  to  the  extent  of  OQC-fourtb 
of  the  whole  ;  the  loss  of  tevenue  would  be  pro- 
portioned, and  might  be  estimated  at  half  a  mil- 
lion ;  though  I  do  not, myself,  from  the  best  inform- 
ation I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  believe  it  would 
exceed  one  or  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
This  loss  of  revenue  is  certainly  not  so  important 
as  to  prevent  us  from  adopting,  and,  once  adopted, 
idhenng  to  a  measure  we  deem  calculated  to  vin- 
dicate our  rights.  ]  shall  not  descend  into  de- 
tails, as  to  the  countries  in  which  those  anicle* 
can  be  procured.  Mercantile  gentlemen  have 
spoken,  and  differed  on  this  subject ;  but,  from  the 
most  correct  Lnformation  to  be  obtained  here,  I 
am  of  opinion  there  are  few  articles  now  gotten 
from  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  which  are 
necessary  for  our  conaumpiioo,  that  may  not  be 
obtained  from  other  markets.  Hence,  sir,  it  does 
appear  to  me,  that  sucb  a  measure  as  that  above 
proposed,  would  not,  in  any  great  d^r^e,  affect 
your  commerce  or  your  revenue. 

I  will  now  iiubioit  a  few  remarks  with  regard 
(0  the  effects  of  sucb  a  measure  on  the  agric^n- 
nl  inleresis  of  ihia  country.    It  will  here  be  ob- 
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served,  that  no  proposiiioo  has  been  made  tbat 
goes  (0  restrict  our  exports.  They  will,  of  course, 
coniioue  to  seek  the  best  markets,  and  our  produce 
will  fiad  its  way  to  Oreai  Britain,  as  usual.  I  ad- 
mit, however,  tual  eommeree  and  agricutiuie 


dani 


lately  connected,  that  vou  cannot  give  a 
us  blow  to  the  one  withoDt  its  being  seri- 
uily  felt  by  the  other.  But,  when  this  is  admit- 
ted to  be  the  case,  it  furnishes  the  strongest  ground 
for  extending  protection  to  commerceilest  the  ag- 
ricultural interest  should  tufier,  in  consequence  of 
the  wound  given  your  commerce.  I  am  also  wil- 
ling to  admit  it  probable,  if  we  prohibit  ibe  intro- 
duction ofBriiish  manufactures  into  this  country, 
it  may,  in  some  degree,  reduce  the  price  of  our 
produce  that  goes  to  Great  Britain,  but  not  to  such 
an  extent  as  lo  be  seriously  felt.  It  is  also  true, 
thai  Great  Britain  now  leceives  the  greatest  part 
of  the  staple  articles,  cotton  and  tobacco,  exported 
from  the  Southern  and  Western  States.  But. 
should  the  proposed  measure  he  adopted,  she  will 
stand  in  as  much  need  of  cotton  as  she  now  does. 
Her  maoufactures  cannpt  be  carried  on  without 
the  raw  materials,  and  she  cannot  procure  a  suf- 
ficiency of  this  article  from  any. other,  quarter. 
This  mterdiciion  canocit.  therefore,  affect  the 
price  of  cotton,  or  if  it  snould,  it  must  be  in  a 
very  smalf  degree  indeed.  I  am  not,  however,  for 
interdicting  the  importation  from  Great  Britain  of 
cotton  raaaufactureB,  because  I  believe  it  would 
be  difficult  to  obtain  them  at  bther  maikets.  This 
will  remove  the  greatest  objection  that  has  been 
Slated  on  this  subject  by  the  gentleman  from 
G«grgia,'as  Great  Britain  will  still  cootinue  to 
have  the  same  demand  for  this  article.  With  re- 
gard to  tobacco,  its  price  cannot  be  materially  af- 
lecled  Dy  this  measure ;  it  majr,  perhaps,  ia  a  small 
degree,  as  their  merchants  will  not  be  able  to  ex- 
change their  manufactures  for  it,  but  this  cannot 
be  sQcb  as  to  be  sensibly  felt,  I  cannot,  therefore, 
consider  the  objections  made  lo  adopting  such 
a  measure,  on  the  sround  of  its  injurious  effects 
on  the  agriculinrsl  interest,  as  well  founded.  I 
conceive,  in  the  present  state  of  our  affair^  the 
only  Way  in  which  we  can  secure  and  promote 
the  interest  of  agriculture,  is  to  protect  our  cpm- 
merce.  But,  we  are  asked  if,  by  this  measure, 
we  can  expect  to  produce  any  considerable  effect 
upon  a  powerful  nation,  without  its  producing 
some  re-action  on  ourselves?  I  answer,  wa  mu«t 
eipect,  in  soQie  degree,  to  be  affected  by  it,  and  I 
believe  the  American  people  are  prepared  to  suf- 
fer some  inconveniences  to  obtain  redress.  They. 
do  not  expect,  when  measures  are  taken  to  vindi- 
cate theii  richti,  to  be  permitted  to  repose  at  [>er- 
fectease.  No  nation  can  be  in  such  a  situation 
as  to  enable  her  to  act  effectively  on  another  Power, 
so  as  to  bring  her  to  terms,  without  feeling,  in  some 
degree,  her«ir  the  re-action  of  the  measares  she 
may  adopt.  Such  a  state  of  things  is  not  to  be 
expected.  If  this  were  the  case,  there  would  be 
no  necessity  to  appeal  to  the  public  voice  or  the 
naiionnl  feeling  on  isuch  occasions.  You  might 
adopt  any  measure  you  deemed  proper  to  obtain 
your  object,  without  consulting  the  sense  of  the 
nation,  if  the  public  at  large  weM  to  be  in  no  man- 


ibly  feel  the  indignity  offered  to  thei    ^ , 

and  are  as  ready  to  make  sacrifices,  to  obtain  re- 
dress, as  ^e  merchants.  When  I  have  said  ihi» 
much,  and  am  witling  to  go  this  far,  yet  I  am  not 
disposed  to  support  the  mercantile  interest  to  any 
extravagant  extent  to  which  our  trade  may  b« 
carried.  1  am  not  disposed  to  protect  our  mer- 
chants in  covering  enemy's  property.  As  we  have 
greed  to  relinquish  the  principle,  that  ''a  neutral 
g  shall  make  neutral  property/'  I  am  not  now 
disposed  to  resume  it,  and  insist  on  its  being  ob- 
served, though  I  believe  we  never  ought  tonare' 
abandoned  it,  ho  long  as  we  continued  a  comm«' 
cial  nation.  If,  therefore,  any  of  our  merchaus' 
are  engaged  in  such  trade — in  covering  enemy.^ 
properly — let  Great  Britain  seize  and  condemn 
iheir  vessels.  This  she  may  do — but  let  not  tha 
inaoceot  suffer  with  the  guilty.  1  beg  leave,  Mr> 
Chairman,  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  this  subject 
as  it  respects  other  nations.  We  are  told,  yoa 
most  not  engage  in  lh«  colonial  t(ade  to  Frwfe 
or  her  allies,  because  you  thereby  assist  the  qnp- 
mies  of  Great  Britain.  If  this  principle  hit  al- 
lowed, let  rhe  ask,  what  will  France  Bay?<  .8ho 
will  tell  yoo,  yon  shall  not  trade  in  the  producti 
of  Great  Britain,  becaase  yon  will  thereby  giva 
aid  and  assiaianca  to  her — the  enemy  pf  f  nnae. 
And  would  nut  this  have  mora  than,  the  appear- 
ance of  justice  in  it  1  ,  Would  it  not  be  a  fur  po- 
sition? Has  not  .France  the  same  right  with 
Great  Britain  to  sKf,  you  shall  not  furnish  sun- 
plies  to  her  enemies  1  And  thus  you  would  M 
stripped  of  the  whole  of  the  colonial  trade..  Bn^ 
you  are  asked,  if,  when  yon  adopt  this  resolniion, 
you  aie  prepared  to  contend  with  th?  navy  .<« 


said,  when  you  are  about  making  a  regulatiqn 
merely  commercial — to  direct  the  affairs  of  your 
own  country — if  you  adopt  such  measures,  Qrsf  t 
Britain  will  make  wai.upon  you— will,  at  a  single 
stroke,  sweep  all  your  vessels  from  the  ocean  I  To 
hear  tne  power  of  that  nation  magnihed,  and  bfr 
warlike  acbieveioeats  painted  in  tne  highest  col- 
ors, as  if  to  awe  aqd  intimidate  your  own  country  I 
Is  it,  indeed,  sir,  come  to  this,  that  we  shall  not  OiG 
permitiediD  wear  a  coat,  the  cloth  of  which  is  not 
made  in  Qreat  Britain  1  Shall  we  not  detecmine 
for  ourselves,  without  eonsultingany  other  nation, 
with  regard  to  the  clothes  we  shaU  wear,  or  tt^a 
food  or  liquors  we  shall  consume  1  If  the  crisis 
has  arrived,  at  which  we  are  afraid  to  decida  on 
those  points  without  having  a  special  regard  to 
the  goad  pleasure  of  Great  Britain,  I  say,  in  the 
name  ot  <3od,  let  us  resign  our  independeQce,  re- 
turn again  to  the  degraded  state  of  Colonies,  and 
only  inquire  under  whose  wings  we  shall  place 
ourselves  for  protection.  But,  suppose  the  power 
□f  that  nation  is  so  great  and  formidable  (as  it  hv 
been  riepeatedly  represented  by  geoLlemen)  that 
you  are  not  to  take  a  step  without  consulting  hv 
interest,  test  you  should  oSead  her.  When,  let 
me  ask,  will  this  power  be  diminished  7  When 
will  theobstacleberemovedl  She  hasnownearlf 
eight  hundred  ships  of  war  on  the  ocean — in  what 
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degree  must  they  be  diiniaiKhed  before  you  will 
dire  to  take  the  GrEt  iiep  in  TiDdicaiioD  of  roar 
TJoIated  rights  1  Or,  suppose  ber  navy  ahould  be 
increased,  in  a  few  years  to  a  thousand  or  fifteen 
hundred  Bhipa  of  war,  BDall  we  shrink  from  de- 
fending our  rights  in  proporlioo  to  ibis  increase 
of  her  nary?  1  am  not,  sir,  wiilins  to  sanction 
aueh  a  docirine.  However  powerful  she  may  be. 
right  instill  the  same,  and  oueht  to  be  maintained 
iDTiolale.  You  have  been  tola,  triumphantly,  that 
Oreai  Britain  'u  fighting  the  battles  of  the  world. 
On  this  point,  we  are  not  to  leginlaie.  We  are  a 
neutral  nation,  and  as  snch,  ought  not  16  affect  a 
partiality  for  either  France  or  Great  Britain.  I 
irill  not,  on  (his  occasion,  change  my  rote  on  the 
ground  that  Greet  Britain  is  fighting  the  battles 
of  the  world,  or  that  Bonepsrle  is  conquering  it. 
The  moment  it  shall  become  necessary  for  us  to 
take  part  in  the  war,  then,  and  not  till  then,  I  shall 
be  willing  to  declare  on  which  side  we  ought  to 
enlist  this  DBtion.  But,  while  at  peace,  it  is  neither 
the  right  nor  the  duty  of  a  neutral  Power  to  de- 
termine which  of  those  nations  engaged  in  war 
has  justice  on  ber  side.  I  concelTC  we  are  bound 
to  do  eqnal  justice  to  the  one  as  the  other,  and 
sot  wilmlly  to  aid  either,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
other. 

It  has  also  been  slated  on  this  flooi\  that  your 
territory  has  been  riolated,  and  your  frontiers  in- 
Tided  by  Spain;  and  that  you  ought  to  avenge 
these  wrongs,  before  you  lake  measures  lo  protect 
yonr  commerce.  It  is  tioe,  sir,  some  UDJustifiable 
acts  have  been  done,  on  our  Southern  and  West- 
ern frontiers  by  Spanish  subjects,  and  perhaps  by 
Bpanish  agentt.  But  it  does  not  appear  the  acts 
were  authorized  or  sanctioned  by  their  Gofpra- 
ment.  8o  far  as  has  come  lo  our  knowledge, 
from  the  documents  on  our  tables,  and  from  tne 
best  information  that  has  been  obtained,  (and  the 
House  are  possessed  of  the  same  information,) 
diere  have  neen  no  aggressions  or  violations  of 
territorial  right  committed  within  the  portion  of 
the  territory  of  the  United  Stales  of  which  we 
have  tnken  actnal  possession,  or  on  our  citizens 
within  the  same,  under  The  acknowledged  author- 
ity of  the  Bpanish  Government ;  on  the  contrary, 
her  officers  nave  explicitly  disavowed  the  aggres- 
aions  complained  of.  If  ihesubjects  of  Spain,  and 
American  citizens,  have  crossed  the  line  of  de- 
markatiouj  alternately,  and  committed  outrages 
on  the  territories  of  each  Power  without  authority 
from  their  respective  Governments,  (which  it  is 
believed  was  ibe  case,}  it  is  a  proper  subject  for 

J'ndicial  investigation,  or  for  amicanle  adjustment, 
y  the  agents  of  the  two  Governments,  but  not  a 
JDBt  cause  of  war,  so  long  as  those  acts  are  disa- 
vowed by  the  respective  Oovernments.  There  is, 
therefore,  no  ^und  for  the  assertion,  that  we  have 
tamely  submitted  to  the  aggressions  and  inj-oads 
of  Spain  upon  our  territory.  With  regard  to  the 
depredations  stated  to  have  been  commitied  on 
oUrcommereebyihecruisers  of  Franceand  Spain, 
they  are  of  a  nature  altogether  different  from  those 
committed  by  Great  Britain.  The  former  Gov- 
ernments have  not  sanctioned  the  conduct  of 
their  erulsers  in  those  late  esses  complained  of. 


They  have  not  authorized  them  by  forma)  instruc- 
tions to  prey  upon  our  commerce,  and  seize  our 
vessels  engaged  in  a  lawful  trade;  nor  have  they 
introduced  into  the  law  Qf  nations  a  new  princi- 
ple, suited  to  the  present  circumstances,  lo  justify 
aggressions.  Since  the  unauthorized  captures, 
made  by  the  cruisers  of  those  two  Governments, 
which  have  for  a  considerable  time  been  in  a  train 
of  amicable  settlement,  there  is  not  a  case  that  hai 
come  to  our  knowledge,  in  which  the  admiratiy 
courts  of  France  and  Spain,  in  deciding  on  cap- 
tures made  of  Americnn  property,  have  assumed 
and  acted  upon  a  principle  contrary  to  the  law  of 
nations,  to  justify  ihe  condemnation  of  such  prop- 
erty, and  in  which  the  same  was  afterwards  sanc- 
tioned by  either  of  those  Governments.  On  the 
contrary, it  is  well  known,  and  so  declared  by  hei 
Minister  here,  that  Spain  has  issued  orders  to  her 
cruisersto  respect  the  American  flag.  What  foun- 
dation, therefore,  is  there  for  the  deelaraiioD  of 
gentlemen,  that  you  have  cringed  and  shrunk  from 
the  contest  with  Prance  and  Spain,  and  now  wish 
to  bully  Great  Britain  7  There  is  none,  sir.  We 
have  not  tamely  submitted  to  injury  and  insult 
from  those  qaaiters.Dor  have  we  deserted  the  rights 
of  our  country.  And  wben  the  whole  proceed- 
ings, which  have  taken  place  during  the  present 
session  shall  be  made  putlic,  (whico  I  hope  may 
soon  take  place)  the  American  people  will  jusii^ 
and  applaud  our  conduct,  and  Ihe^will  alsojudee 
who  were  disposed  to  resign  their  rights,  and  to  sun- 
mit  to  national  insult  aud  injury. 

It  has,  Mr.  Chairman,  been  observed  by  a  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Mr.  Mastebb,)  that  na- 
tional animosity  produced  the  resolution  before 
you.  I  regret  that  such  an  idea  should  be  ex- 
pressed  on  this  floor.  I  know  of  no  such  animos- 
ity, bat  I  believe,  on  the  conirarv.  if  a  national  par- 
tialitf  exists  in  this  country,  it  is'  in  favor  of  Great 
Britain ;  not  that  I  believe  such  pariiaiity  crimi- 
nal; but  Great  Britain  being  the  parent  country, 
speaking  the  same  language  with  ourselves  and 
so  many  of  her  subjects  becoming  citizens  of  this 
country,  there  is  naturally  fell  a  d^ree  of  attach- 
ment towards  the  people  of  that  nation.  If  these 
feelings  do  not  go  too  far^  they  are  laudable;  but 
in  regard  lo  a  national  animosity  to  Great  Britain, 
I  do  not  believe  it  exists  in  Ibis  country,  at  least 
to  any  cotisiderable  extent.  If  gentlemen  mean 
that  this  animosiiy  exists  against  tyranny,  I  hope  it 
will  eternally  exiat,  so  long  as  its  cause  exists. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope  we  shall  not  cherish. 
animosity  against  France,  any  more  than  against 
Great  Britain.  Nor  do  I  wish  us  to  cherish  par- 
tiality for  either.  There  was,  I  believe,  sir,  a  tune 
when  the  people  of  this  conatry  felt  a  eenerous 
impulse  in  favor  of  the  French  nation.  The  flame 
of  liberty  that  issued  from  the  bosom  of  America, 
during  the  Revolution,  had  kindled  up  anew  in 
France,  aud  promised  for  awhile  to  illuminate  the 
whole  world.  The  American  people  rejoiced  at 
the  prospect,  and  felt  a  generous  sentiment  of  en- 
thusiasm towards  those  who  appeared  to  be  advo- 
cating the  cause  of  liberty  and  the  freedom  of  man. 
But  fam  not  prepared  to  say,  that  their  flame  has 
continued  lo  burn,  or  that  the  expectations  ilcre- 
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ated  b&ve  been  realized ;  but  1  may,  I  piesame, 
say,  there  ia  do  grouod  lo  beliere  thai  ibis  oation 
CDIertains  a  cnmioal  aaimosii*  igaiast  or  partial- 
ity for  either  Great  Britain  or  Fraoce.  The  same 
jreiitlemaii  has  observed,  what  I  admit  is  too  true, 
that  Great  Brilaia  goveras  the  commerce  of  the 
vorid.  This,  however,  ta  the  siioagest  reason  that 
could  be  advaoced,  against  a  lame^ubmissioo  to 
eTery  act  of  aggrexsioa  which  that  GovErnmeai 
may  ehoose  to  commit  oo  your  con]merce,unlesa, 
indeed,  you  arewilUnK  to  acknowledge  a  nationai 
pusillanimity,  and  an  inability  to  resist  ioiury.  If 
weareuoahlelo  oppose  Great  Britain  ooine  ocean, 
and  she  will  persist  in  her  unjust  violation  of  our 
lights,  let  us  withdraw  from  all  connexions  with 
her — cooGoe  ourselves  within  the  litnita  of  our 
territory,  and  live  independent  of  her  lux  tries  and 
her  commerce,  on  the  produclioDs  and  manufac- 
tures of  our  own  country. 

I  have  one  or  two  remarks  to  make  on  an  ob- 
servation of  a  gentleman  from  Georgia.  The  gen- 
tleman says,  that  we  are  happy  beyoudali  example. 
I  admit  the  truth  of  this  remark;  bat  is  it  the  way 
to  continue  so,  lo  submit  lo  every  insult,  and 
cringe  to  every  injury  1  To  shrink  from  resistance, 
and  estimatetnevalueofour  rights  by  the  strength 
of  the  British  navy;  but  in  an  inverse  ratio  7  If 
we  look  back  to  the  rise  of  our  liberty,  we  shall 
find  it  sprung  from  a  manly  resistance  against  ty'- 
lanny.  It  is  our  duty,  in  my  opinion,  to  make  the 
like  resiatence  now ;  toimiiate  theconduct  of  our 
forefathers,  from  whose  exertions  we  derived  our 
independence.  But  then  it  is  repealed,  by  the  same 
Eentleman,  that  this  measure  will  be  considered  by 

to  be  so  deeply  fixed  in  the  minds  of  gentlemea, 
that  they  seem  to  see  that  nation  take  name,  and 
make  war  the  moment  you  touch  ber  ucred  io- 
terest,  her  manufactures.  I  ata  stilL  however, 
unable  to  discover  upon  what  ground  inis  measure 
can  be  considered  a  cause  of  war.  It  is  simply  a 
commercial  regulation — and  you  might  as  well  be 
totd,  she  would  consider  a  law  regulating  your  or- 
dinary internal  concerns,a  cause  of  war.  Itmay 
here  be  proper  to  notice  one  circumstance  of  some 
singularity  atteoding  the  present  discussion.  Some 
geotlemenjOpposedtotbisresoluiion,  have  express- 
ed their  willingness  to  do  someibiog — to  adopt  a 
measure  less  energetic  than  this  is.  Yet  all  their 
arguments  are  bottomed  on  the  same  principle, 
and  are  equally  hostile  to  any  effective  measure 
that  can  be  devised,  aa  they  are  to  that  befora  you. 
If  Great  Britain  has  a  right  Co  consider  a  total  pro- 
hibition of  her  merchandise  into  ibis  country,  a 
cause  of  war,  she  has  the  same  ri^bt  to  conaidera 
partial  prohibition  so.  Theprincipleit  the  same; 
the  only  difference  is  in  degree,  or  m  r^ard  to  the 
quantum  of  merchandise  to  be  a!fi^cted  by  the  mea- 
sure. ThDUeh,therefore,  my  vole  may  agree  with 
the  votes  of  inose  gentlemen  on  this  resolution,  it 
will  be  given  for  verv  diSerent  reasons  from  those 
they  have  assigned.  Isbalt  vote  against  it,  because, 
(though  I  am  clearly  of  opinion,)  wc  have  a  right 
to  adopt  itwithout  giving  just  cause  of  war, yell 
consider  it  more  advisable,  at  this  time,  to  adopt 
a  measure  that  will  prove  less  injurioos  to  our 


own  ialereEt,  and  may  be  equally  effective  in  co- 
ercing Great  Britain  to  do  us  justice. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Wit^ 
UAiia,)  appeared  really  to  thick,  that  war  had 
already  been  declared — that  Great  Briiain  had 
landed  her  troops  on  our  shores,  and  that  out  peo- 
ple were  flying  toarmi  or  escaping  to  the  moun- 

Mr.  D.  K.  WiLUAua.— Wherein  and  how  did 
I  say  so  7 

Mr.  G.  W.  Gahpbell. — Tbegentle man  contend- 
ed, that  this  was  a  war  measure;  that  our  seaport 
towns  were  defenceless ;  that  the  British  navy, 
should  it  be  adopted,  would  lay  them  in  ashet. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiaHe.— The  gentleman  most  ba 

Mr.  G.  W.  Ga]ii>bell. — I  havasolaken  the  gen- 
tleman's words  in  my  notes;  in  taking  which  I 
am  seldDin  incorrect;  but  the  gentleman  has  a 
right  to  explain  bis  own  expresaioas.  He  certainly 
did  appear  to  consider  this  a  war  measure,  and  said 
our  towns  were  exposed ;  that  thousands  of  inno- 
cent persons  would  be  ruined  by  it;  that  Graat 
Britain  was  Gehtiog  our  battles. 

Mr.  O.  R.  WiLLiAHB. — The  gentleman  baa  cer- 
tainly mistaken  me,  it  must  be  some  other  gentle- 
men who  said  so. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Oamfbeui.— I  am  glad  that  the 
gentlemen  disavows  luch  sentiments.  I  wish 
every  gentleman  in  the  House  would  dothesame. 
We  are,  however,  further  told,  thai  thia  wai, 
(which  It  seems  is  certainly  to  take  place.)  is  to 
be  supported  by  the  agricultural  inieresta,  and 
that  the  merchants  in  the  large  seaport  towns 
will  reap  all  the  benefit.  1  assure  you  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  am  not  one  of  those  who  are  for  securing 
the  seaport  towns,  at  the  expense  of  agrioullure. 
But,  as  I  have  already  stated  my  ideas,  oa  this 
point,  I  will  not  cepeat  ihem.  I  io,  howevAr.  be- 
lieve the  maasure  we  progioiied  to  take,  will,  in 
the  first  instacoej  affect  the  commercial  intereat, 
and  will  only  be  felt  by  the  agricultural  interest 
in  consequence  of,  and  in  proportion  to  the  im- 
pression it  makes  on  commerce. 

Our  commerce,  sir,  is  mote  vulnu'able  than  any 
other  portion  of  our  possessions;  it  may  be  consid- 
ered as  encompassing  our  counlrvj  conatituting 
its  weak  parts,  and  exposed  to  tlie  first  attacks  of 
an  enemy.  Every  impulse  that  is  given,  will  be 
first  felt  by  commerce,  and  through  its  medium 
by  every  other  occupation  in  society. 

But  it  is  said,  that  this  nation,  on  a  farmer  oc- 
casion, experienced  the  robberies  of  Great  Britain, 
without  resorting  to  such  a  measure  as  this.  That 
case  when  examined,  wilt  not  justify  the  declara- 
tion. Oa  that  occasion,  the  Representatives  of 
the  nation  took  a  stronger  ground  than  ihat  befora 
you.  A  bill  passed  this  House  ioterdicting  all 
mterconrsB  with  Great  Britain,  and  was  rejected 
in  the  other  House,  by  a  single  vote,  that  of  the 
Vice  President.  But,  notwithstanding  thij,  a  still 
sironger  ground  was  taken.  An  embargo  waa 
laid,  which  was  only  removed  oD  the  commeocft- 
ment  of  nfgotiation.  Can  these  proceedings  be 
considered  as  grounds  for  our  submitting  at  this 
time  10  the  iitjustice  of  Great  Britain!    Sorely 
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Ihey  eaDBOi — and  I  hope  thii  House  will  never 
■aoeiioD  luch  an  idea.  A  rEioark  made  bf  a  ^eo- 
Uemaii  from  VirgiDia,(Mr.CLARK,)oii  the  subject 
of  tbe  irapreasment  of  oar  Beamen,  merits  some 
■otice.  That  genilemsn  stated,  as  aa  eicute.  (aa 
I  nodentood  it,)  for  the  candact  of  Qreai  Britain 
in  this  respect,  the  doetrifle  the  iDiista  dd,  "  that 
a  person  once  a  iubjecl,u  ftlwaysa  subject  of  her 
Oorenment,  aod  uerer  etn  ean  dhake  off  his  al- 
legiance." This  is  a  dangeroas  doctrine  to  be  ae- 
Iraowledged  on  this  floor;  ind  its  coDseqOeDces 
might  lavoUe  the  beet  ioterests  of  jtmi  eoUDtrf, 
ktM  the  Hrm  of  a  rast  number  of  jronr  cilileils. 
Suppose  i<  onee  established,  knd  a  war  shoBlduke 
plaee  between  this  eoaotr;  and  Qreat  Britain  ; 
she  would  consider  such  of  yonr  cilizens  as  bad 
been  bom  ia  herdor(iiitions,as  rebels  aniast  their 
eoDDlry ;  and  when  ther  fall  into  her  bands, 
would  put  to  death,  or  otherwise  punish  them  as 
nieb,  ioitead  of  treating  them  as  prisoners  of 
War.  Are  gentlemen  prepared  to  admit  a  doc- 
trine that  would  produce  aaeh  dangeroas  eonse- 
qveace*?  I  trust  not.  It  is  Irne  Oreat  Britain 
has  contended  for  this  ri^t ;  bat  it  nerei  has 
been  sanctioned  by  this  GoTemmeDi,  and  she  has 
been  oMig;ed  lorelhiqaish  it  in  part,  by  the  deei- 
sion  of  her  courts  of  justice,  so  far  as  related  to 
perwns  in  (his  eduntry,  at  the  cohcltition  of  peace 
with  that  nation.  In  rettson,  it  can  faaTe  no  foan- 
-Aation,  ezeept  during  the  time  such  subject  may 
itnain  'witfiout  becomiaga  citizen  olanother 
Ooveroment,  according  to  the  laws  thereof.  It' 
tferer  ongbt  Or  ean  be  admitted  as  applying  to 
parsons  in  this  eonntry,  after  they  have  become 
dtJeeiM  of  the  United  States,  aeeotdii^  to  m)r 
falWa.    We  are  then  bm&d  to  protect  them  as 

■Rfa. 

To  eoiKltode  my  remarks  on  this  anbject,  I  will 
briefly  repeat,  tbat  I  am  deeidedly-  of  opinion,  the 
eoadacc  of  Cireat  Britain  is  sneo.  in  impressing 
onr  aaaoten,  and  capturing  mercbant  vessels,  oti 
the  ground  of  their  beiag- eogagol  in  a  trade  with 
bsr  MMitttea,  not  open  to  them  in  time  of  peace, 
i*  taaQifef  tly  uojosl  ami  vnantherized  by  the  laws 
of  fMiioos.  I  conceire  we  hare  an  tindoubied 
right,  withont  giving  just  eaiiM  of  war,  to  rofa- 
lale  onr  own  commerce,  and  to  say  frotti  wKat 
aations  we  vrill,  or  will  not,  import  articles  of 
eoDBOti^ion;  Bad  what  description,  'and  under 
what  oireumstance*.  I  also  believe  it  our  duty 
at  this  lime  to  adopt  some  deci^tre  measure  on 
the  sobjecij  that  will  evince  to  Great  Britain  our 
daiermitiBtiot]  to  resist  aggression  and  to  mnin- 
taia  oar  righiB.  1  would,  air,  prefer  a  measure, 
in  which  we  coold,  and  would  pen^vere,  unless  it 
ahoald  be  fouadoaTtnterest  to  change  it.  A  mea- 
evre  that  woold  be  least  likely  to  paralyze  onr  re- 
'TOtue  or  affect  the  agricultural  interest.  With 
thia  view,  I  would  prefer,  in  the  first  instance, 
rraposing  additional,  or  discriminating  duties  on 
oeriaiD  tpeclfied  articles,  imported  fVom  Oreat 
Britain;  sDeh  as  would  give  the  preference  to 
oilWT  European  maitets.  Or,  if  more  agreeable 
u  the  majority  of  this  Hoose,  I  would  concnt 
in  interdieting  the  importation  of  such  articles. 
And  if  tbii  dwuM  sot  pton  eSbetiial,  I  wotild 


take  still  stonRer  ground.  T  wonld  prohibit  the 
importation  of  all  merchandise,  the  growth  or 
maoufaclore  of  the  British  dominions.  And 
should  it  become  necessary,  I  would  cut  off  all 
intercourse  with  that  nation ;  which  would  efiec- 
tuiKy  starve  her  West  India  islands,  and  com- 
pel her  to  come  to  just  terms,  or  abandon  her  colo- 
nies to  distress  and  ruin.  These  measures  I  am 
willing  to  take,  and  support  in  suceession,  as  the 
occasion  may  require;  and  in  doing  so  I  shall 
act  under  the  conscientious  aud  perfect  conviction 
that  they  are  for  the  good  of  the  nation ;  that 
they  are  necessary  to  vindicate  the  iojured  rights 
and  insulted  honor  of  my  country ;  and  that 
country  will,  I  am  confident,  in  this,  justify  my 
conduct. 

Mr.  Jackow.— My  conviction  of  the  import- 
ance of  this  subject  will  plead  my  apolofv  for  the 
trespass  I  shall  make  on  the  time  oithe  Commit* 
tee.  I  purpose  to  lake  a  rapid  review  of  the  points 
in  discussion  betweeo  this  counirraud  Oreai  Bri- 
tain, and  to  touch  lightly  upon  the  arguments  of 
gentlemen,  who  bare  contended  that  it  is  better 
to  stirrender  them  than  to  assume  an  attitude  of 
resistance,  or  to  adopt  measuree  perfectly  pacific 
for  the  purpose  of  producing  a  relazatioo  of  the 
arbilrary  systematic  attacks  upon  our  neutral 
rights;  for,  with  one  Or  two  ^xijeptioos,  the  ofr- 
jeciions  adduced  go  to  sanction  the  opinion  that 
the  commerce  in  questioo  onght  lo  beaoaDdoned; 
and  that  this  OoverDtaeni  ought  not  to  do  any- 
thing (o  protect  it.  The  measure  presented  to  the 
consideration  of  this  Committee  is  calculated  to 
prodDce  a  redress  of  the  grieraoces  complained  of, 
with  so  moeh  justice.  First.  The  capture  of  our 
vessels  sailing  on  the  h%h  seas  in  strict  observance 
andobedfence  to  the  law  of  nations ;  and,  secoodlf , 
(he  impressment  of  our  seamen,  bona  fide  citizens, 
protected  b^  the  Hag  of  the  nation.  While  wa 
are  discussing  the  proposition  of  resorting  to  a 
remedy  to  redrets  these  evils,  we  are  met  by  gen- 
tiemen  who  deny  that  it  is  H^t  to  do  aaythinz. 
Pint,  Because  the  Executive  has  not  recommeno- 
edady paitieolarmeasnre;  and, secondly,  becanse 
the  trade  under  cons i deration  is  huduleni  and 
the  citizens  impressed  are  the  subjects  of  Oreat 
Britain. 

With  re^rd  to  the  Grit  allegation,  that  tb«  Ex- 
ecutive has  not  reeomTnendetr  any  specific  -mea- 
sure, was  it  not  objected  nnderafonner  Admiitts- 
tration  that  the  £lecul!ve  interfcted  improperly 
in  legislative  measures'?  Congress  possess  the 
Cotistitutiooal  power  of  declaring  war,  and  should 
the  Executive  recommend  a  declaration  of  war 
to  ns,  I  presume  We  should  hear  much  of  tbe  Bx- 
eeutire  attempting  an  undue  and  indecent  inftn- 
ence  oTer  our  legislatire  powers;  for,  judging  by 
the  pAst,  I  have  no  doubt  that  whenever  such  a 
tecommendatioo  shall  be  made  by  the  Bxecntiv^ 
it  will  be  opposed  by  the  same  persons  who  uow 
call  for  his  recommeDdation,  and  express  dissaiit- 
fttction  at  his  withbolding  ft 

But  it  is  asserted  this  trade  Is  fraadulent,  and  It 
is  dishonorable  to  protect  it.  So  much. has  been 
said  and  written  on  this  subject,  that  it  is  alto- 
gether ttselesa  to  tombBt  the  argumeitts  niged  oa 
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this  floor ;  for  ii  is  ooi  bewaie  t  celebmted  puoph- 
let,  without  an  author,  has  betn  writl«D  on  th« 
subjert  00  thin  side  of  (he  water,  viDdioaiing  the 
faimess  and  legality  of  the  trade,  or  a*  geutleoieD 
will  haveil,surreaderiDgthequesiioDat  the  tbres- 
iiold,  or  beeauK  another  equally  eelebraied  has 
been  wiiib^o  on  the  other,  declaring  it  "Waria 
Du^iee,"  that  we  will  coDaeoI  io.be  conclndedon 
the  queBtioo,  at  tbef  are  all  free  game,  and  ought 
to  pass  for  liothiiig  unleu  their  argumemB  esrry 
conviction  to  the  miud.  The  quetlion  leaolTca 
it«elf  into  the  contideraiioti  whether  tliis  trade  is 
irauduient  or  not.  Can  we  exchaage  our  produo- 
tioQs  with  the  eolonieturihe belligerent  luitiotif— 
brtog  bere  ibeira,  tad  carry  any  surplus  beyond 
our  wants  to  other  natioosf  1  conceive  tliat  we 
can;  coganon  sense  tanciiooa the  opinion.  Qco- 
tleoMn,  howftter,  nay  we  cannot.  That  the  pro- 
perty is  aot  ebaiyed,  bnt  still  belongs  to  the  vrigi- 
nal  owner  of  it,  and  that  our  neutral  flag  fraud- 
ently  corers  the  enemy'*  propariy.  But  gentle- 
men  deal  in  a  mere  eoioBge  of  loe  fancy  when 
they  say  (o.  I  demand  their  proofi;  they  will 
not  accept  out  opinioas ;  and  1  witb  equal  pro- 
priety rejcoi  theirs.  How  will  tliey  show  ibat 
this  la  not  oar  property  ?  It  is  said  that  a  want 
of  capital  is  a  proof  of  it ;  hut^  on  iaveatigalieo,  it 
will  be  found,  that  the  American  capital  is  fully 
■deqtwte  to  tbe  carrying  on  this  trade.  Do  aot 
we  find  out  tnerchants  engaged  in  the  trade  to 
tit*  Sast  ladies,  which  requires  a  «apiul  of  three 
and  four  hundred  tfaoosand  deUara,«nd  if  the  trade 
to  the  Weal  India  isiands  be  equally  profitable,  t* 
it  not. to  be  presumed  that  they  will  likewise  en- 
g«ge  in  it  1  If  this  fmfKni/  does  not  pass  by  the 
tntnafer,  aa  we  coDtcnd  it  doea,  it  toay  be  «iain- 
taiaed  that  a  horse  sold  in  the  open  market  will 
be  subgeet  to  an  eseootion  subaeqQently  issued 
agaioai  its  prerioDAOwner;  nay,  eren  that  the  «■- 
eeutor  ef  sneh  owner  may  ■««  for  and  recover  it. 
Bnt  this  argument  shakeseveryprinoipleintrol Ted 
in  conamnee  10  its  foundation;  its  origin  is  traffii^ 
which  indncw  eae  nun  to  escWige  the  surplus 
beyond  iritat  is  aeoessary  to  him,  for  that  wfaieli  is 
necessary,  and  was  the  surplus  of  another;  and  if 
the  property  is  not  changed  by  this  traffic,  ootning 
ii  safe,  everything  is  afloat,  and  no  man  knows  to 
whom  any  properQ'  beloon  which  nia)[  hippeo 
'  >  be  in  nis  possession.    Such  a  doctrine  must 


destroy  all  caouaeree  at  a  single  ,     , 

gentlemen,  Great  Britain  indutaies  us  in  pursuing 
the  hoaest  eanying  bade.  I  disclaira  tbe  posi- 
tion. How  can  slu  be  said  to  indulge  as  wtth  a 
light  sanetioBad  by  the  law  of  Dations ;  a  right  in- 
bnent  in  every  independent  nation?  1  contend 
that  tbe  trade  to  wtueh  1  hare  just  ailuded,  is  as 
jnst  and  hoaest  as  any  other  trada  of  this  eeuniry 
afloat  on  the  ocean. 

Great  Britain  not  only  imposes  on  otir  trade 
the  restriction  which  interdicts  out  carrying  the 
products  of  the  colonies  of  her  enemies  to  the 
mother  country,  aflei  ioeorporating  them  with  our 
own  stock,  but  she  diMilows  ail  trade  with  bei 


derance  on  the  oeean,  and  inquires  whether  we 
have  a  right  to  obeck  it  by  supplying  her  enemy 
with  anything  necessary  to  relieve  his  want*. 
This  is  going  lartber  than  "War  in  Disguise;"  Uun 
the  time-serving  Sir  William  Scott,  wbo  some- 
times reeoUectc  that  he  is  called  on  to  exponnd 
the  law  of  nations  as  a  judge,  aad  at  Mhers  only 
to  register  the  orders  of  ihe^ing  and  Conoeil ;  or 
any  other  man  in  Sagland.  Does  not  ibis  strike 
at  the  root  of  (he  wh(de  trade  of  our  coaairyl 
There  is  no  nation  at  war  that  is  net  more  or  leas 
supported  by  our  products;  they  derive  frMi  us 
the  meansof  subsistence,  and  the  carriage  of  thesi, 
it  seems,  is  to  be  proliibttad,  because  Oreat  Britain 
has  a  preponderance  mi  the  ocean,  and  can  starve 
oat  her  enemies  if  we  are  aot  permitted  to  carry 
to  them.  Great  Brittun  says  yon  shall  notearry 
on  a  trade  in  time  of  war  not  permiued  in  ttme 
of  peace.  She  seizes  our  vessels)  iavcrtslken 
ral  principle  of  evidence ;  thrawstbe  omitprol 
dt  of  showiag  that  this  trade  then  prosceaied  « 
oarried  on  in  tjine'of  peace,  on  the  owner  oflka 
property,  and  thus  oar  whole  trade  afloat  is  ax- 
posed  to  hazard  and  vexatious  interruptions.  Bat, 
in  defiance  of  dris  rule  set  dp  by  herself,  Qnart 
Britaia  opens  in  war  hwown  islands,  wboee trade 
is  shut  up  in  lime  of  pure.  Test  then  her  priit- 
eiple  by  kar  praetiee.  It  will  mn  be  cbntMided 
that  sbe  connives  at  a  fraudulent  trade,  or  justi- 
fies it  as  law&l  with  heradf,  when  she  declaMB 
the  same  trade  relatively'  to  hcraaeniiea  iUiaituud 
8>bjeet  to  ooademiMlian.  If  then  die  4s  not  gor- 
eroed  by  narrow-and  ni^tist  views,  she  cannot  coo^ 
tend  tbat  tbat  is  right  when  it  laapects  bcrsdf, 
whieb  is  wrong  in  relation  to  another.  She  i^ 
yielded  that  qaastina  by  openinK  ber  ports  in  war 
which  were,  ebdt  in  peace,  and  AasmadCj-even  if 
than  existed  a  previooa  deulK,  this  trade  hwAiL 
But,  not  confined  to  going  tbis  length,  she  eanieb 
on  that  trade  herself  whioh  die  deniestons;  ibns 
adding  another  to  Ae  nnmeioiuaatrages  eommit- 
ted  upon  US.  IfwBaeqa[e*oeinthiBilactriBe,advo 
cated  by  Grest  Britain,  sanctioned  by  her  admiralty 
eoarts,sBd  enforced  by  kMCraisers,  leakifweshuU 
not  violate  that  honest  uentiality  which  eeoi^iels 
us  to  treat  all  nations  alike  1  Tbecraatpiinoi^ 
ofaneHtrel  nation,  as  defined  by  lb e  law  of  na- 
tions, is,  to  treat  loe  belligerents  wiiti  equal  rm- 
parliaiity,  and  not  to  faror  cme  el  the  expense  «f 
BBOlfacr.  By  acquiesdsg  in  the  doctrine  that 
rendfliB  this  part  of  our  trade  liable  to  eaptnre,  we 
make  ourselves  a  party  on  the  side  of  one  of  the 
aaiioas  engaged  in  war. 

This  colonial  liadc  is  not  only  lawful,  but  it  ia 
beneficial  to  the  merehani  and  also  tbe  &nner. 
QcntleBen  have  attemptad  to  draw  a  distinction 


eofw 


permitted  in  time  of 


peace.     The  ffentlenun  frem  Vir^iaia  argues  this 
iscoiiect.    He  says  Greu  Britain iias  a, prepon- 


between  the  roercsnule  and  the  Arming  interests. 
I  shall  by  and  bf  expose  the  ^Uacy  of  their  rea- 
soning; Wat  ibis  time,  I  will  confine  my  remarks 


colonies  from  which  this  trade  is  derived,  are  fed 
ocolufiirely  from  this  ooontry— to  ihem  we  cany 
onr  provisions  and  receive  in  return  their  prodne- 
tiona.  It  is  not  our  interest  to  receive  money,  if 
they  had  ii,  baeuaa  w«  alwald  lose  Ike  pcoflt  on 
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thentnraeBi^o.  If  w<  were  not  Btliberljr  topDi 
cbsK  bevDiid  the  cansamption  of  our  coontrf ,  the 
exient  of  out  exports  would  be  diminished  id  tbe 
nme  ntio,  fot  not  havii^  moDey  toMf  for  our 
proTisioita  they  could  not  purchiK  inem.  The 
eonsequenee  would  be  fhu  the  tnde  would  fftU 
into  retail  buidi,  and  the  Ion  would  reverbente 

00  the  focmer,  the  demand  for  bis  prodneti 
wonld  be  diminished,  and  they  would  toI  id 
warchotiie&  This  shows  thai  the  farmet  is 
deeply  iDterested  in  the  trade  as  the  merchaDt. 

But  while  we  are  attempting  to  obuio  Juniee 
for  this  ODtragfl,  which  some  gentlemen  admit  to 
be  tnoh  and  oihiera  deny,  we  are  told  that  we  ~~  ~ 

EiTiDg  the  way  to  war.  Will  a  measQre  of  i 
iad  lead  to  war?  If  so,  we  hold  our  righfs'by  a 
feeble  tenure.  Bhall  we  not  be  permitted  to  re- 
eeire  i>ai  •applies  from  other  naliooa  as  we  please? 
Bhall  weiwi  be  permitted  to  say  to  a  nation  doioi 
injutiee  to  us,  we  will  have  no  intercoarse  wItt 
you;  without  giving  that  nation  a  just  cause  of 
warl  Strange  prineiplel  If  a  nation  is  not  al- 
lowed to  take  each  measurea  of  redress,  withoat 
inroUing  Iwndf  in  war,  I  cannot  conceive  in 
what  the  rights  of  a  nation  consist.  I  acknow- 
ledge mnerr  always  to  hare  been  a  stranger  to 
them.  If  this  measure  will  hare  such  an  effect, 
BnythinJE  we  can  do  will  have  the  same  isndeoey. 
If  to  prohibit  all  ariicles  from  Qreat  Britain  be  a 
war  measure,  toprohibitany  part  of  them  will  also 
be  a  war  measure;  aad  it  b  therefore  but  fair  to 
ooQsidei  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  as  equally 
tpplieaUe  to  doing  anything.  If  the  scourge  of 
war  is  held  OTer  oar  heads  by  such  a  sletider  thread, 
aball  thefear  of  it  preTeoi  as  from  doing  that  which 
we  ooiwider  m  bnt  jnsliee  to  ourselTcsT'  But  the 
gentleman  says  Orest  Britain  will  not  be  injured 
by  a  war  witk  ns  even  to  the  valne  of  a  single  dollar. 
Such  language  I  should  hare  scareetr  expected  to 
fcear,eTeB  ueoming from  the  EngiisQ  Chancellor 
of  the  Kxohequer,  npon  the  floor  of  ParliamenL 

1  am  ready  to  allow,  and  I  flrtnly  bcliere,  that  if 
Oteat  Britain  thinks  it  her  interest  to  go  to  war 
with  ns  she  will  do  eo,  ahe  will  Srst  strike  the  blow, 
ns  she-did  in  the  case  of  the  Spatfiah  prizes,  and 
declare  war  afterwards.  So  the  argument  Mes 
fornothing.  Bat weareherbestcnsiomers.  We 
supply  ber  with  raw  materials  whieh  Ithe  cannot 
obtain  Itom  other  ooDDlrtes.  I  consider  this  as 
firing  tis  a  decided  adrantage  orer  her,  of  which, 
if  properly  used,  we  may  always  avail  otirselres 
without  giving  her  a  jast  cause  for  war.  Her 
writers  say  a  non-interconree  with  this  country 
would  prove  a  toss  to  her  of  six  millions  sterling 
«  year.  Surely  they  know  whet  wonld  be  the 
efieat  of  such  a  measure  better  than  we ;  and  with 
this  assertion  staring  them  in  the  face,  it  will  not 
■gain  be  said  that  ^  war  with  ns  wonld  not  cost 
ber  a  dollar.  But  it  is  said  Great  Britain  is  fight- 
ing for  her  own  existence,  agniiul  an  enemy  that 
is  most  powerful;  that  ahe  is  the  only  bulwark 
between  France  and  universal  despotism ;  and 
thus  aa  attempt  is  made  to  enlist  our  symaethiet 
in  her  fsvot.    But  let  ber  do  as  justice  before  she 


have  trtamphed  on  land,  before  we  demand  jus- 
tice 1  Shall  we  fold  Dp  our  arms,  and  say  we  per- 
ceive yon  are  conrulsed — you  are  menaced  with 
■n  iovasion;  we^will  paiieaily  wait  till  you  get 
rid  of  all  these  sources  of  alarm  before  we  press 
you?  Can  It  be  imagined  that  she  is  contending 
for  a  right  in  war,  pressed,  convulsed,  and  ihreai> 
ened  as  she  is,  which  she  wilt  sbandon  on  a  retnra 
of  peace?  This  is  to  suppose  that  the  milleniau 
is  uprofiebiDg,  of  which  Great  Britain  is  to  be  tbe 
harbiager.  Practise  this  syiiem,  and  in  a  little 
lime  yon  will  have  noihiag  left  worth  fighting  for. 
Lata  nation  strike  at  an  important  branch  of  yonr 
trade,  and  trample  on  rights  held  dear  by  every 
citizen  of  America,  and  let  her  know  that  you  will 
wait  tin  every  alarm  which  she  feels  is  removed, 
and  then  ask  for  justice ;  that  you  deem  it  disbra- 
orable  to  mike  a  stand  until  she  has  her  hands 
cleared  of  sll  other  difficallie»— let  this  syetem  or 
no  system  be  resorted  to,  and  yon  will  not,  I  repeal 
it,  have  a  right  left  that  is  worth  eonlending  for. 
Bnt,  say  gentlemen,  if  we  resort  to  this  measure, 
Great  Bntain  wi^t  go  to  wir,  and  instead  of  hav- 
ing 1,600  seamen,  she  will  have  15,000  of  our  citi- 
zens  groaning  in  her  prison  ships.  This  is  truly 
a  dwrading  picture,  which  goes  to  show  that  we 
shairnoi  be  permitted  to  resist  an  encroach  meal 
on  our  rights,  because  the  injury  will  be  increased 
tenfold.  Let  Great  Brilain  once  know  that  this 
is  yonr  mode  of  thinking,  and  instead  of  boldiag 
in  bondage  1,SOO,  she  wiR  indeed  rob  yen  of  15,000 
of  your  seamen  ;  and  instead  of  capturing  15  mil- 
lions of  property,  she  will  take  150,  and  you  will 
be  as  bankrupt  in  fortune  as  in  character.  But,  say 
gentlemen,  tnis  right  is  not  worth  contendine  for, 
and  ask  triumphinily,  shall  we  lose  six  miUions 
for  the  protection  of  one  ?  Bnt  if  on  this  score 
we  hesitate  resisting  B^p«ssion»,  we  shall  soon 
btive  no  millions  to  lose.  Are  we  then,  indeed,  to 
sit  down  tamely  and  count  the  costs;  debit  so  much 
for  honorable  resistance — credit  so  much  for  na- 
tional d  gradation — balance  in  ftvorof  pusillani- 
mouB  acquieacenee?  Are  gentlemen  ripe  for  such 
humiliation  ?  I  consider  spirit  as  essential  an  in- 
gredient in  govemolfent  as  lo  man.  Let  a  nation, 
or  an  individiial  whose  rights  are  invaded,  or  whose 
person  is  insulted,  once  say  he  will  not  resent  the 
injury  because  it  will  coat  more  (ban  pstienilr 
endnringit,  he  will  soon  not  hare  aright  led  worth 
defending.  But  say  gentlemen,  will  you  go  to  w&r 
for  this  carrying  trade?  If  tbe  queslian  of  war 
were  fairly  involved  in  it,  I  answer  yes — I  wonld 
as  soon  go  lo  war  to  protect  it,  as  to  protect  the 
ri^ht  ofliighway  on  terra  fitma.  Bnt,  it  is  asked, 
will  you,  in  infanoy.  contend  with  Britain,  who  is 
in  her  manhood  7  Sir,  if  our  in&ncy  is  not  foe- 
tered,  we  shall  never  arrive  at  manhood  ?  Better 
for  ns  to  die  contending  for  our  rights  than  submit 
to  such  a  principle,  But  I  have  another  answer. 
We  have  shown  ourselves  able  to  contend  with 
this  very  nation,  when  we  had  as  many  internal 
as  external  foes;  and  if  we  succeeded  agatnslher 
then,  shall  we  fear  to  contend  with  her  now?  It  is, 
however,  said  that  hjr  this  measure  we  shall  lose 
a  revenue  of  six  millions.  It  is  not,  however,  pro- 
"  D,  that  we  ahnll  tnoar  Htch  a  lose.    The  arti- 
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cle«  we  receive  fram  Brilaia  are  not  of  tbe  flnt 
neceiiiir.  They  emn  be  p>t  eUewhne,  end 
lefu&iag  to  trade  wiih  bet  will  open  new  merketa 
in  otbrr  eoantriee.  ItiacoDteBde<l  tbat  out  exports 
will  be  cot  oS.  Thii,  bowerer  is  erideniljr  er- 
r&Deom. 

We  fDnwh  Brilaia  with  raw  materials  whieh 
■be  CADnot  oblain  ebewhere,  which,  if  she  conid 
■Toid  it,  afae  woald  not  obtain  from  u.  She 
looks  to  your  coiDmereial  ffreaCDeta  with  a  jealoui 
eye^  and  woald  not  permit  a  aingle  article  to  be 
exported  from  this  country  into  Her  domimons,  if 
it  eoold  be  obtained  elsewhere.  Where  are  the 
cotton  aj)d  proTiMons  with  which  shecsn  besnp- 

Jiliedl  Were  she  to  refase  these  prodactionB 
rom  this  couniry,  she  might  be  likened  to  an  in- 
diridoal  who  in  consequence  of  a  famine  Jo  the 
land  conld  not  proeore  btead  escrpt  from  a  sin 
farmer,  and  because  he  was  his  enemy,  wou 
rather  thftn  do  this,  sit  down  and  die.  M illii 
of  ber  snbjecrs  depend  for  bread  and  support  .. 
you.  Cat  off  the  exporiaiion  of  raw  materials  to 
that  ccnintrr,  or  the  importation  of  her  manufae- 
tores  into  this,  and  the  effect  wUI  be  almost  as 
serious  as  the  inTasion  of  Irela^  by  a  French 
army,  'Her  whole  people  will  bf  up  In  tumult 
against  the  QoTemment — for  whnt  political  body 
can  legislate,  or  what  ^licecan  guard  effectuallv 
against  starration  ^  against  impending  ruin?  Bat 
the  trade  with  Bntain,  it  seems,  ought  to  be  fos- 
tered by  ns.  Why  t  Is  it  becaose  it  presenia  a 
great  balance  against  ns?  For,  let  gentlemen  lay 
what  they  will,  the?  most  allow  the  balance  is  in 
her  favor:  Bur,  they  ask  how  is  this  balance 
made  up?  From  the  balances  in  our  favor  drawn 
from  the  trade  with  other  eounlriet ;  il  is  there- 
fore minons.  for  it  is  a  maxim  well  established 
and  knawo  by  Oreat  Britain,  that  a  nation  never 
can  aecnmnlaie  wealth  from  a  trade  when  the 
balance  of  such  trade  fs  against  her ;  and  that  a 
trade  under  such  eircnatances  ought  almost  to  be 
interdicted.  But  gvnilamen  aay.  Great  Britain 
knows  the  geniui  of  the  American  people;  and  if 
ihey  go  to  war,  we  will  make  pc^ce  with  her 
on  Iter  own  terms.  I  will  admit  the  genius  of 
the  American  people  is  pacific. 

[It  being  now  the  nsual  hour  of  adjournment, 
Mr.  Jackboh  waired  the  remainder  of  his  re- 
marks until  the  next  day.] 


WnoHEanaT,  Hatch  13. 

A  iDesaage  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  hare  pused  the  biU,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  for  establishing  rulea  and  articles  for 
the  gOTernment  of  ibe  armies  of  the  United 
States,"  with  lerenl  amendment*;  to  which  ibey 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  wb«  referred,  on  the  twenly^fonrth 
of  January  last,  the  memorial  of  the  Legislative 
Council  and  House  of  Repreaentati Tea  of  the  His- 
ainippi  Territory,  be  disoharged  from  the  consid- 
eration thereof,  and  that  the  said  memorial  be  re- 
feried  (o  the  Commitiee  of  Wayaaud  Ucaaa.- 


IMPORTATIONS  FBOM  GSBAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House  arain  resolved  itself  into  Commit' 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union— Mr. 
Gbbog'b  rescluticHi  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  JiaKaoRcootinnedhisremailu,BS  followi: 
Mr.  Chairman,  when  the  Commitiee  rose  last 
night,  I  was  replying  to  an  argnment  drawn  from 
the  padific  disposition  of  this  natioa,  which  waa 
used  to  prove  that  Great  Britain  well  knew  that 
we  would  snorifice  anyihing  tot  peace,  and  if  she 
declared  war,  and  committal  depredations  on  us, 
she  might  profit  of  these  advantages  \>j  making 
peace  on  her  own  terms.  1  admitted,  in  its  fullest 
latitude,  the  aversion  of  the  American  people  to  ' 
go  to  war  for  light  and  transient  causes.  They 
will  sedulously  iosier  peace;  they  will  bear  ana 
forbear  much ;  viewing  war  as  the  seonrge  of  the 
human  race,  every  honorafate  exertion  wiU  be 
made  by  them  to  avert  it ;  but  there  is  a  point  t^ 
degradation  and  insult  beyond  endurance,  which 
no  nation  can  advance  to  without  feeling  the  ven- 
geance of  United  America.  We  have  tested  Ibis 
truth  by  experience.  Look  to  the  Revolution. 
sir,  when  tne  noble  spirit  of  the  times  braved 
the  terrors  of  treason,  misery,  and  death,  rather 
Ihan  tamelv  aabmit  to  the  accumulated  wrongs 
that  were  heaped  upon  tis.  I  have  too  much 
respect  for  my  country  to  believe  that  any  at- 
tempt to  rob  US  of  a  single  right  which  we 
then  aecured,  by  one  of  the  noblest  stru?gtes  re- 
corded in  the  annals  of  the  world.  wouM  be  tame- 
ly •nrrendered.  But  it  is  satd  the  spirit  of  the  na- 
tion has  been  roused  by  the  imposiiions  of  the 
newspapers,  inflneneed  by  the  ra)Micity  of  the  mer- 
"-  nts.    No,  sir ;  it  is  by  seeing  its  rights  and  the 

:hts  of  ila  citizens  trampled  on — prostrated  by 

awleia  banditti  on  the  «eean,reBpM ling  no  law 
but  their  own  intereil — aeknowledging  no  rights 
between  tfaem  and  the  tyranny  of  the  seas.  Is  the 
capture  of  our  seamea,  and  resebj  and  eatgOM 
on  ihe  ocean,  an  imposition?  No,  sir;  it  isafttal 
reality,  witnesaed  by  (he  miseries  and  bankrupt- 
ciea  of  thonsaiida;  and  when  an  honest'  bunt  of 
indignation  is  re-echoed  from  the  remotest  cor- 
ners of  the  Union,  we  are  gravely  told  that  we 
mnst  make  a  distinction  between  commerce  and 
agrianltnn,  which  il  is  alleged  exists  in  fact,  and 
'  be  lost  tight  of.    LetDseximine  this  doe- 


Tia  merchant  pur^ases  the  produce  of 

Dcr,  bis  beef,  and  pork,  and  everr  surploa 

which  he  haa,  and  traverses  every  sea  In  scareh 


the  farmer, 


of  a  market  for  it ;  the  price  abroad  produces  com- 
petition at  home ;  the  profits  to  the  nterchant  be- 
in^  always  nearly  the  tame,  and  by  this  compe- 
tition the  farmer  receive  a  prentittn)  proportion- 
ate to  the  demand  abroad ;  but  take  away  thit 
rivalsfaip  at  home  by  abandoning  yonr  merchanla 
to  the  itepredationt  of  every  freebooter— for,  if  yoQ 
once  pronounce  that  they  are  to  be  abandnned, 
every  sea  and  shore  will  be  infested  by  them— 
and  you  compel  him  to  quit  the  ocean,  to  em- 
plojr  bis  capital  oa  land,  and  onr  farmers  will  b* 
obliged  to  tnke  whatever  price  foreigners  com- 
ing ntooar  ports  may  ehotue  to  give,  and  to  pur> 
chasa  the  prodnctione  of  other  countries  from  tnem 
at  wbatcrer  prica  Ihey  may  cfaoow  to  ask.    The 
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t-tmptrtaiiim  1/  Om^Jnm  Onmt  Britam. 


._.  ■Dfasriai 
foraj  intinaitlf  cooawited :  but  aootber  npedi 
«Dt  IS  teMtrud  to.  Il  ia  aaict  b  distioftibo  is  to  b« 
kept  up  bclwMQ  ihe  Noi-iharD  and  Sovthera  ia- 
UTMli,  and  tbii  nmuira  will  op«nM  oo  the 
South  alone.  Sir,  wa  ouchi  to  kaow  ooihing  of 
local  intemU  or  geo^raphi^l  diviiiooa  when  the 
rtghta  of  aA  Amctieaa  oiuica  are  invaded  j  wc 
ought  oaly  to  ksow  it  and  feel  it  m  AnkerieMM. 
Dia  the  North  use  other  laagnafe  when  the 

igatioaof  th«  Miniuip^  wMdeauoycd  by  1 

holding  the  Tight  of  depMit  at  New  Orleao*?  No, 
sir,  wLUi  honorable  feetingi,  their  only  lolicitude 
was  how  th«yihottldii)o*teffMtuaUf  reatoraaod 
prsMtTe  it.    Let  iu  then  act  with  leatiiiUBtB  of 
the  aame  noble  liberality  when  th« 
wtonn  it  mint  ianaediMtely  felt  by'lheta,  bat 
wlucn  most  and  will  operate  upon  us  aUo.  for. 
meaiure  can  affect  the  right*  of  this  nation  tl 
will  DfttMnsibljr  JDJurecverypartoftbeUDion. 
ourcomnietceudistucb«d,if  out  rightsoD  that 
are  cut  off  one  by  on^  and  such  is  the  leodraoy 
of  the  preieu  meesurea  of.  Britain,  wbat  will  b^ 
eomeof  our  cotton  and  lobaccol    Will  tbey  __. 
lot  on  our  handi,  or  be  tcid  at  the  price  of  those 
who  may  be  |dieaw4  to  oome  aod  puabaaa  tbeai  1 
If  commerce  Jangniih,  asricHUaie  will  laaguith 
likawiae,  bt  one  is  the  Landmaid  of  th«  other. 
Bat,  ■»*  gentlemcD,  the  value  of  tfae  trade  intei- 
rapted  Dy  the  piratical  eonduei  of  Britain,  i*  not 
worth  contaadiag  for,  is  itoi  worth  the  ri^  of  the 

Ecewtnt  meaaure.  or  the  huard  of  war.  I  kope, 
ow«v«r,  we  ahall  not  estimate  natienal  wrong* 
by  powMs,  ebiltiDg*^  and  pence.  J  btUM  T 
when  our  righta  are  loraded,  wa  will  all  be 
ted,  oot  in  calcnlatiag  .the  cost,  but  in  adopting 
mawuTM  to  iosiifa  redrea*.  But  g«ntl«aua  aay 
these  aggMBsioaa  will  only  last  during  the  war. 
Sit,  th«  war  in  Europe,  for  the  last  fifMen  yean, 
ha*  been  almost  antnteEmitted.  Wwe  you  to  hold 
this  language  to  au  tadindual,BBdMy  to  htm, 
you  an  dniad.  free  ingress  or  egrcas  to  or  from 
your Fowu'maosion,  and  ooiurie  you  by  adding, 

Jou  caubearwith  your  wronga, they  wilklast  only 
r  '  1^  -■         . 

idigna 
European  world,  at  iia  sitDalion  for  twejuy  ymra 

Cand  say  what  chance  have  .j9»  of  peaes  %  I 
.  I  our  righu  will  not  be  thua  peraiii«d  to  be 
trampled  vn  whh  impunity,  under  auek  a  pretext. 
I  hope  to  see  some  sysiematie  meaauie*  adopted 
to  meet  Otaat  Britain,  whoappean  to  hase-form- 
eda  deliberate  pluto  in&ict  all  tbaiajaryin  her 
EDwer  on  this  peo^  whom  she.  loots  upon  as 
ex  moat  daogeiwja  nval.  This  step,  which  she 
faaaMhepiis  a  link  in  ihemeetcfaaia  of  vassalage, 
aooloHaletridetowanUefieetiegfhat  plauwhich 
baa  for  its  object  the  dominion  of  the  aces.    If  we 

Jield  ope  rigbt,  as  well  eataUiibed  aa  the  right  to 
reatbe  the  vital  air,  it  is  weak  in  ui  to  imagiDC 
Oteat  Britam  will  stop  here.  This  would  be  aa 
contrary  to  her  geaius  aa  the  ganius  of  ibis  Oov 
'  eromeot  is  to  war. 

But  it  is  said  Great  Britain  will  cotutervailaur 
rcstriciion*}  in  this  respect  we  staad  ia  every 
Otumt  ittauiaa  from  her.    Wa  an  Itac.  beat 


cftsiomars ;  sb*  shiiIs  to  t>s  anielea  wJiich  she 
caanol  sell  in  other  places;  ead  we  supply  her 
with  DOeeasarie*  wbicfa'sbe  oaaaoi  procure  else- 
where. It  is  in  vaie,  iberefora,  to  suppose  Great 
Britain  can  affect  u*  by  a  counter  vailing  policy. 
If  she  could  there  i*  no  doubt  she  would.  If  g«»- 
ilamen  will  turn  tboir  eycsto  her  ialaoda,  they  will 
Bee  that,  when  she  can  supply  iheei  with  pro- 
visioDs  Irom  other  quarters,  sIm  does  not  penait 
us  to  carry  our  produce  to  them.  It  is  only  when 
(be  cannot  obtain  them  elsewhere  ihM  she  grants 
this  as  a  favor.  But  we  are  told  tbU  wv  ceenot 
supply  ourselves  witbthe  artielea  we  deriTe  froai 
her  in  other  markets;  and,  as  evideace  of  ihi^ 
ii  is  said  that  the  Freaeh  armiea  are  now  clad  in 
Btiiixh  manufactures,  pot  withstand  iag  tbe  intei^ 
dictiaofi  of  the  Gtovernmeet  of  FraoGe.  But  1  call 
fur  prouf  of  IQis  assertion.  I  deny  it.  I  aaaerL 
from  uoquestiunablc  authority,  that  they  are  du 
from  head  to  foot  in  French  manufaeture^ 

But  gentlemen  say  ibey  will  not  iniare  thii 
trade  at  tbe  expense. of  the  Coniuitntiou.  I  do 
not  understand  this  laQKuage.  Ha*  tbe  Consti- 
luiion  inlerposed  a  barrier  to  the  iosuraDce  of  tbe 
rights  of  tbe  nation  in  any  situation  whatererl 
80  fat  from  this  beiag  the  case,  I  believe,  an  the 
contrary,  the  Constitution  wtHild  be  violated  if 
our  rights  were  not  maiataioed  in  every  |nri  of 
tbe  globe.  I  believe  tfae  reverse  of  tlteir  picture 
■  true ;  and  that  if  we  do  oot  protect  our  cKtzcm 
in  tbe  enjoyment  of  their  rights,  w«  violate  tbe 
Coosiitution,  no  matter  whether  those  citizen* 
are  merchants  or  farmers.  Were  we  to  deoide 
this  qoesiion  by  its  immadiat*  infioence  on  tbe 
ioanccs,  by  the  profit  and  loa*  that  would  Sow 
from  it  for  tbe  momeot,  it  would,  iadecd,  io  my 
opinion,  be  makiag  u*  a  miserable  set  of  couMing- 
hou*e  politicians.  And  theagh  wa  might  profit 
by  it  for  a  mnment,  our  situatioa  vwU  soon  be 
worse  than  it  wa*.  We  would  show  ooraelrea 
pepoy'wise  and  pound- foolish.  Oentlemen  aay 
they  will  not  protect  a  trade  which.it  worth  but 
a  million  (though  I  believe  it  may  be  shown  to 
be  almost  equal  10  tbe  whole  of  our  export*)  at 
the  expense  of  aix  millioat.  But  if  we  lagislatB 
on  this  ground  of  calculation,  we  shall  soon  have 

00  commerce  worth  preteciiog.  If  we  yield  oui 
rights  becBune  their  proteclion  will  cost  more  in 
d<HlarB  aod  centu  than  ibry  are  worth,  weshadl 
MOD  have  no  commerce  remaiDing.  I  consider 
the  aggressions  which  Britain  baa  made  npoo  our 
trade  alone,  a  aufficieot  stimulus  to  induce  us  to 
do  aomething.  But  wbea  I  refer  to  the  three 
thoosaad  seamen  she  holds  in  miserable  bondage 

1  coaaider  the  destraciioQ  of  this  trade  as  but  a 
drop  in  the  ocean  compared  with  them.  But,  on 
this  sabject,  horrid  as  11  is,  I  find  some  aeatlemea 
are  thr  apologiaii  of  Britain  t  One  gentleman  ob- 
serves that,  ioBsmueb  as  her  own  uubjeets  are  io 
our  employ,  she  baa  a  rigbt  to  take  from  as  aa 
equal  nnmher.  But  there  is  do  analogy  between 
the  cases.  The  act  of  her  aubjecta  in  eateviag 
into  our  setviee  is  voluaiary,  while  our  ciiizeas 
are  kept  in  her  terviceby  violence.  Sumeofoor 
own  citiaeos  reside  in  Britain,  and  yet  wa  never 
dieanud,  of  oamplaioug,  beewiae  ahe   haa    om 
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Uioiihed  tbem  from  bar  bMOm.  Ho  min  id  bia 
sensas  can  nj  that  Briiain  ta  justified  in  keepins 
our  miizens  in  stSvery,  on  tbe  ^roDod  thai  we  ent- 
ptoy  her  subjects  in  our  semce.  But,  Torsootli, 
ner  conduct  is  juatiSed.bf, tbe  boDorableSpuKSB, 
on  tbe  grotiDd  tbal  the  protrctioDs  of  oDr  citizens 
aie  rrandulently  obtained  J  tbat  ihey  aie  sold  to 
the  higb est. bidder.  I  bope.for  tbe  honor  of  oui 
counirr,  thaitbii  alle^lioa  will  he  in()uited  into. 

Mr.  M^coN  h«re.  explained,  bV;  obgQcKiqg  he 
had.sa^i  he  had  bafaaoJofoiiaBd. 

Mr.  Jaokboh — I  say  tbe  subject  loudly  calla 
&r  inqniry.  If  the  practice  in  luch  a«  is  repre- 
■enied,  it  oogbt  to  be  known  and  punished. 
WhatHyi  the  law  on  tbia  tubjecit  That  the 
collector  shall  receive  proof,  on  oath,  ibat  tbe  per- 
aoD  applying  is  a  bona  fide  citizen  ;  of  course,  ibe 
collectors  BlpDe  can  be.conceroed  in  this  fraud. 
If  they  ate  so  concerned,  let  ihem  be  ponished. 
But  the  gentlemao  aay*.  protections  may  be  told. 
This  is  not  possible.  The  protection  granted  to 
one  man  cannot  suit  another,  as  it  speciGea  tbe 
aize,  tbe  comrlexiooi  and  other  characteristics  of 
the  person  to  whom  it  iag:iTen;  and  lam  aure,  sir, 
a  description  of  your  person  sad  your  size  would 
not  Buii  mine.  Qreat  Britain,  it  seems,  says  the 
aame  thing  with  the  faononible  Speaker.  If  a  man 
has  a  {irotection,  sbe  says  it  is  fraudulent  and  tears 
it  to  pieces;  and  if  be  has  not  a  proiectioo,  pbe 
declares  tbat  conclusive  proof  that  he  is  not  an 
American  citizen.  It  is  very  much  to  be  regret- 
ted that  the  law  requiring  inose  protections  ever 
phased;  and  that  we  had  not  asserted  tbe  right  lu 
protect  every  man  miljng  under  our  fiag,  except 
the  etiemiesof  a  beliigerent  nation.  Three  ibou- 
saod  of  our  citizens. now  groan  under  this  abject 
aInTeryl  Tbia  number  have  presented  their  claimi 
to  your  Gh)vernm,ent.  Besides  which,  many  more 
are  carried  from  sea  to  sea,  and  from  one  countrj  | 
to  BDOiher,  without  being  e* er  able  to  make  thetr 
cases  known  to  you,  In  vain  do  t bey  endeavor 
to  forward  their  complaints — an  inexorable  ty- 
ranny denies  tbem  the  indulgence.  It  is  fair 
then  to  infer  tbat  the  wholt;  number  is  twice  that 
I  hare  stated,  and  it  really  appears  to  me  as  if  oar 
Mnaibility  were  lost  in  tlw  magnitude  of  the  in- 
jurj.  If  there  were  but  a  single  case  of  this  spe- 
cies of  ,oppre<sion  presented  to  us,  it  would  be 
more  affecting  and  effective.  Draw  tbe  picture 
of  B  single  victim,  tbe  oaljr  son  of  aged  parent-, 
their  ataff,  the  pop  of  their  age,  their  pnde  and 
only  support;  he  toils  and  labors  to  obtain  a  ven- 
ture, witn  the  pleasing  proapecl  of  quadrupling 
his  little  capital— they  follow  him,  when  ready  to 
leave  them,  with  tears  and  Uessint^s  to  the  water 
side,  where  be  embarks ;  and  in  a  few  bouts  the 
lessening  sail  is  lost  to  their  view  on  the  bosom  of 
the  wide  exjwnded  ocean.  Tfaey  return  to  their 
cottage,  and  implore  a  beneOeent  Qoi  to  protect 
their  darling;  they  count  tbe  days  of  his  absence, 
and  when,  according  to  the  usual  conne  of  events, 
tbe  period  of  bis  return  is  drawing  to  a  close, 
each  hour  awSkens  new  fears  and  new  solicitude. 
By  and  by  the  veswl  anchors  in  its  port— they  fly 
to  embrace  him — but,  alas!  be  is  not  there — he 
TU^  ofi  tbe  haiboi'a  mouth,  robbed  of  hia  all,  im- 


pressed by  the  British,  and  canied  into  worse 
than  Algerlne  slavery — for  with  those  he  wonld 
only  be  compelled  to  work  for  his  master,  whilst 
tbne  make  him  work)  and  fight,  tinder  a  lash 
mora  oruel  than  the  barbarian  bastioado,  and  a 
despotism  more  unrelenting  than  tbe  slave  dri- 
ver  s  exercise.  Their  golden  dreams  are  vanished 
with  the  recital.  The  saul  shrinks  baek  upon  it- 
self;  they^cast  a  long  and  wiabfut  look  npon  the 
oeean.aDd  with  lotterins  steps  reaek  thvir  once 
peacefut  happy  bome-^oot  no  peace,  nor  happi- 
ness, welcome  their  return.  Hope  lingers  for  a 
while,  and  cheer*  their  drooping  spirits — it  directs 
their  appeal  to  the  Qovemment,  which  tbe  old  man. 
fought  and  bled  in  the  field  to  establish,  vppa  the 
basis  oi' universal  justice,  and  whose  principles  he, 
imprenGfd  on  the  mind  of  bis  child.  Teat  after 
year  it  is  deaf  to  their  cries;  it  mIs  down  and  cal- 
culates the  cost  of  asseitiag  its  rights,  with  the. 
nicety  of  a  leger-ke^r,  and  decides  in  favor  of 
a  pusillaniinou*  acquieaceoce,  because  the  baiaoae 
afdollara  and  cents  is  struck  <  in  its  favori  P«v- 
erty  appcoacbe*  with  rapid  strides — their  last 
dollar  IS  laid  out  to  procure  the  means  of  anbaiat- 
enca ;  lo»  proud  to  beg,  and  too  iofirm  to  labw, 
they  know  not  hew  to  avert  their  fate;  the  little 
plana  tfaev  have  formed  without  tbe  means  of  ex- 
ectuioa,  ny  like  meteors  before  them — natnre  is 
making  a  mighty  struggle  with  adversity,  when 
it  is  aanouoced  that  ilieir  boy  felt  beneath  the 
thousand  lasbea  which  were  inflicted  on  him  for. 
ajiemotine  his  escape;  and  Death,  kindly  interpo- 
sing bii  mendly  arm,  grants  a  respite  from  theii 
miseries  1  Does  not  such  a  case  demand. our  at- 
tention 1  It  is  not  at  all  comparable  to  that  of  . 
many  others.  Add  to  the  scene  which  I  harp 
feebly  portrayed,  tbe  distraction  of  a  lendn 
wife,  manacled  and  confined  in  the  cold  daips 
cells  of  a  lunalie  .hospital — her  children  bouoAi 
out  by  the  parish,  and  all  their  prospects  of  life 
nipped  id  the  budj  occasioned  byihe  iixkpreasmwt 
of  th^  husband  and  the,  fatbet— and  then  tell  me 
do  we  violate  the  princtplea  of  (he  Conatitotiou, 
wbioh  declares  ihnt  it  is  made  to  pravMefoithc 
common  deGneaattd  general  welfai«,bv  vindi- 
cating those  mHiattras  wkieh  are  well  cafcalated 
to  prooure  ledreasl  Thiswereindeed  to  play  such 
fantaitic  tricks  before  high  heaven,  as  make  even 
angels- watp I  Shall  we,  in  the  Tripoline  war,  to 
reseue  from  bandage  threehundred  Americans,  per- 
form, through  the  agency  of  some  of  our  citizens, 
fiGis  of  perseverance,  address,  and  heroism,  unsur- 
passed m  the  anoalaof  ancient  or  modern  times,  at 
the  jBcrifieeof  the  lives  of  many  brave,  men,  who, 
with  some  of  iboae  that  survived  the  conflict- 
will  be  enrolled  by  a  grateful  country  upon  the' 
lift  of  tbe  favorite  sons  of  the  American  nation — 
when  as  many. thousands  are  groaning  under  tbe 
cruel  oppresKion  of  Great  Britain,  and  crying  to> 
ut  for  succor,  without  eiciting  or  producing  one 
manly  exertionl 

But  gentlemen  say,  let  tis  vindicate  oar  rights 
Gra>  on  the  land,  and  then  on  (be  ocean.  As  so 
much  has  heen  urged  on  this  subject,  I  ibink  it 
proper  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply,  and  though  I 
had  read  the  doeuments  rehling  to  it,  I  most  sar 
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that  gentlemep  bire  lo  niHrepreKDled  tbt  cod- 
iact  or  the  Spaoish  ageoU,  that  I  im  almost  id- 
duced  to  believe  they  illuded  to  lomelbiog  not  in 
the  eoramimicatioiiE  contained  in  tbe  painphlei. 
Take  the  leaiimoiiy  of  the  Eeniperi  themieiTes, 
wbo  no  doubl  gire  it  the  most  im&vorable 
pect — what  do  they  say  1 

"  That  on  the  night  of  the  8d  inrtant,  about  the 
liani  of  twelve,  beins  at  the  hooee  of  Nathan  Kem- 
per, within  eboBt  two  aile*  of  PincfcDe]r*ille,  within 
the  Umito  of  the  MiMiaigq)!  Tonitorjr,  the  honae  wei 
■omnindBi],  and  the  doon  thereof  forced  open,  hj  a 
pait;  coniiating  of  at  laait  ninetmn  pateoiu,  whereof 
•ome  were  negroea,  and  •ome  white  men  in  dligniee. 
That  among  the  latter  he  rec<»ni*ed  and  pereonally 
knew  the  foltowioK  peT>on«:  Loui*  Ritchie,  Miner 
Butler,  Abtafaam  Horton,  Jemei  Horion,  and  two 
other*,  whoae  namei  he  did  not  recollect,  but  expected 
■eon  to  be  able  to  aaceiUin,  all  of  whom  are  inhabi- 
taiiti  of  the  MiHiMlppi  Territoi^  ;  and  MarcDi  (Jan, 
Jamea  Ba;,  Philip  Saf ,  and  others,  rending  niOiin 
the  Spaniah  linee.  Of  the  negroea,  wbme  number 
amonnleil  to  aeven  at  least,  three,  whoee  name*  are 
William  or  Bill,  Nat,  and  Moaia,  and  othera  whose 
name*  he  did  not  reeelleet,  he  knew  to  be  the  pn>p- 
er^  of  the  above-mentioned  Abraham  Horton.  That 
the  said  pattj,  all  of  whom  were  well  armed,  after 
having  fbtced  their  waj  into  the  honee,  viidentlj 
forced  him  from  hi*  bedroom,  after  a  atnggle  of  about 
dfleen  minutes,  during  whieh  he  received  eevnal  vio- 
lent blows  on  the  head  and  bee;  and,  attar  having 
torn  off  hia  ahirt  and  tied  him  wtih  cord*,  forced  him 
over  the  line  into  the  Spaniah  territory,  where  tbej  de- 
livered bim  up.  with  bis  two  brothers,  Nathan  and 
Samuel  Kemper,  bound  in  the  aame  manner,  to  Solo- 
man  Alaton,  who  commanded  a  large  party  of  armed 

GoTeroor  Otaodprfi,  in  answer  to  Governor 
Willtaroainays: 

"  I  have  received  jour  letter  dated  the  liith  inatsnl, 
lelalive  to  tbe  extraordinary  event  that  happened  at 
Pinckneyville  an  tbe  3d  instant,  via :  the  asaaull  on 
tbe  three  brothers,  Kempera,  by  pemon*  uoknowD,  and 
disgnbed,  it  is  aaid,  in  black,  who  condncted  them  on 
that  part  of  the  Teirilory  which  it  has  pleased  Hi* 
HejeaLj  to  oommit  to  my  charge.  The  occnnence  is 
singnlar,  and  of  iriiich  I  had  no  infbrmatian  till  tbe 
■i^t  between  Ae  aeventh  and  ai|^ith,  by  one  of  the 
CtHnmander*  of  the  patroia,  who,  ainco  the  inroad* 
eomnitlad  by  that  turbtdsnt  banditti,  beaded  by  tbe 
Kempets,  have  been  atattoaed  near  the  froutien,  end 
within  the  interior  aeltlament  of  Felieiaiw;  the  flr*t 
gave  me  information  under  date  of  the  fifth,  that  by 
night  he  met  with  a  par^  of  men  disgoiasd  and 
armed,  who  wera  conducting  three  others,  wham  they 
iraineAately  abandoned  and  retired  with  precipitation 


■ecnre  Ae  persons  of  the  three  men,  whom  he  found 
to  be  the  Kemper*,  and  immediatety  had  tbem  con- 
ducted to  Bayou  Tonnica,  there  to  be  embarked  under 
an  escort,  and  delivered  at  my  disposal  Be  added, 
that  on  tbe  way  the  escort-was  slopped  by  actqsl  force 
on  the  river,  very  near  the  eaateni  ^ore,  by  Captain 
Wilson,  military  commandant  at  Firint  Coop^  where 
it  ia  said  the  escort  is  detained,  and  also  the  Kempeis. 
The  Bonimander  of  the  patrol  alea  deelares  thai  it  wee 
impOBUbla  for  him  to  know  any  one  of  the  persons 


to  the  ofascority  of  the  nigbt,  Ibeir  d 
vetyprompt  departore. 

■'  This  is  ail  the  information  I  have  as  yet,  bnt  iutve 
despatched  an  espreei  to  procure  a  more  am^je  knowl- 
edge respecting  Uiis  strange  and  myslerions  violation. 

"  It  it  not  necessary,  I  flatter  myself,  that  I  should 
eipre**  what  paina  our  Government  has  taken,  and 
how  unceasingly  scrupulous  it  ha*  been  to  maintuo 
and  constantly  to  preserve  with  tiiat  of  the  tJoiteil 
States,  that  good  nnderatanding  and  hamony  whidi 
it  ought  to  be  impoiaibte  for  a  fun  intrigoing,  porfidi- 
aus  ^venturers,  thirsting  after  rerenge  for  privalo  an- 
imosities, to  interrupt." 

I  have  taken  tbe  Tacts  in  (he  stioDg  light  ther 
are  placed  by  one  of  the  insulted  puties,  by  whicti 
it  appears  (hat  these  nets  were  committed  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory  by  citizens  of  that  Terri- 
tory.   The  Spanish  (JloverDot  regrets  iheeireum- 
stance;  spealu  of  it  as  a  strange  and  mysterious 
violation ;  says  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  express 
the  wish,  which  he  had  before  intimated,  (hat  it 
would  itot  prevent  a  good  UDdetstanding  with  the 
Uaited  Stales.    Here  we  find  that  ineasnre  disa- 
vowed i  and  admitting  that  violence  had  been 
ofiered  by  a  Spanish  j)ariy,  even  within  our  lim- 
its, tbe  Uovernor  ezphcilly  disBvows  ii,  and  prom- 
ises ioquiry  and  saiisfaciion.    But  is  this  [he 
case  with  GreatBritainT  No.    Fat  from  it  Her 
violences  are  Dot  only  committed  by  her  cruisers, 
but  by  her  admiralty  judges,  who,  in  the  versa- 
tility of  their  decisions,  Out-Protine  Proteus  him- 
self.    Are  the  cases  analogous  7    Shall  we  go  (o 
war  for  an  act  which  is  cither  unauthorized  or 
disavowed,  and  tamely  sit  still  while  the  injuries 
at  are  infiieted  npoo  us  are  avowed  and  vindi- 
ited  7    Have  not  out  citizens  been  impressed  ac 
le  mouths  of  our  harbors?    Need  I  refer  to  the 
'able  fact  that  occurred  at  New  York  7    I 
:  your  citizens  were  taken  from  a  revenue 
and  certainly  from  an  Americao  vessel  at 
tbe  mouth  of  that  harbor.    We  find  &eai  Brit- 
n  conteudiag  that  this  is  right — glorying  in  11 — 
id,  what  is  more  extraordinary,  apologists  for  il 
1  the  floor  of  Congress. 

Geutieman  have  said  that  our  property  and 
citizens  ought  Dot  to  be  defended  be/ond  tbe 
reach  of  our  gun-batteries.  If  this  aeotiment  u 
correct,  why  carry  on  the  war  with  Tripoli  t 
Have  you  not  by  this  meaaore  told  your  mer- 
chants that  their  property  will  be  protected  1 
Have  they  not  sailed  under  this  imjiiKasion,  and 

•  this  war  commenced  for  injuriee  com- 

theMediterraneanseasI    Ifthiscasba 
their  impressioa,  would  yon  violate  the  awuntn- 
-~s  whicti  you  gave  them  7 
When  they  saw  you  with  maolv  spirit  take  this 

Sound,  and  maintain  ■(  by  acts  wnich  have  never 
en  surpassed,  did  not  thatgive  them  reason  lo 
believe  that  tbey  would  be  protected^  so  looc  as 
they  complied  with  your  laws  and  with  the  law 
iooi7  It  is  too  late,  when,  in  eonfidenoe  of 
faith,  they  have  run  into  danger,  and  are 
ezposed  to  be  deprived  of  their  b1I,^o  any  that 
you  have  abandoned  tbem.    But  we  aTeU)ld,if 


impoaubU  for  him  to  know  any  one  of  the  pnsons    y",  provoxe  loe  power  oi  wreai  iwitam 
who  broaght  and  abandaned  the  said  Kempers,  owing  I  "t>">  reduce  yoa  to  the  colonial  atal« 
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she  oDce  held  you,  or  s  nate  more  tfiiect  aitd 
miserable.  Mov  is  tiits  more  effectuatly  tu  be 
done  thsn  by  de«troying  DUr  commerce,  advan- 
eioff  as  we  recede,  first  driving  os  from  the  Ocean, 
anifibeti  hnntinl  us  fVom  onr  shores  to  (he  moun- 
tains, and  from  tbence  to  the  Booth  Seas  f  This 
cannot  be  eBeeted  in  a  momeDt.  I  have  no  doubt 
Omt  Britain  looks  b«ck  to  the  tSmei  of  1776 
with  lively  ind^aiion.  If  «be  lashes  im,  and 
we  erinjt  beneafn  the  whip,  uDtlt  our  best  feel- 
iogrs  are  blanted,  at  what  point  Will  she  ^op  be- 
fore she  has  driven  ns  (Vom  our  posts  indeed,  and 
agvin  redacetl  nstoa  tlateofBerTile  dependence ! 
But  gentlemen  say  Gteai  Britain  is  the  great 
■ouree  of  oer  reveoae,  end  we  onf^hi  not  to  take 
a  step  whrieh  nigbt  destroy  it.  Bit,  it  were  bet- 
ter to  be  up  to  the  eyes  in  debt  like  Qreat  Britain, 
tban  hold  oar  revenue  bv  mch  a  tenure,  Once 
decfore  that  yoa  are  vnabie  to  pay  yoUr  debts  or 
■npport  your  Oovemment,  but  for  the  revenue 
derived  from  Great  BiritBio,  and  let  gentlemen 
SBjr  where  she  Witt  stop.  She  understands  this 
thing  as  well  as  we  do,  and  if  she  sees  that  ws 
have  determined  to  get  out  of  debt  without  re- 
torting to  UXEs;  to  make  no  loans,  whatever  the 
emergency  may  be,  and  that  we  can  get  no  re^ 
aoarcea  but  through  hfr  trade,  and  I  fear  that  in 
ft  little  time  she  will  make  us  bear  what  I  am  ap- 
prehensive will  proilaoe  no  feeling  at  all.  Sume 
sentlemeu  are  good  enough  to  be  willing  to  at- 
fow  Qreat  Britain  a  longer  time  to  prey  on  us. 
They  wish  us  to  negotiate  with  her  with  Cliris- 
tiaii  meekness,  Wh'en  she  smites  ns  on  bne  ear  to 
torn  the  other  aUo.  Bat  are  ve  not  told  by  the 
Bx«ciilive  that  negotiation  has  b«ea  tried ;  that 
irith  re^rd  to  the  impressment  of  our  seamen 
there  was  a  prospect  of  a  auccessful  issue,  which 
WBS  afterwards  however  shut  out  from  its?  It  is 
in  vain  to  expect  any  other  result  (Vom  Ue^tia- 
"—    than  We  have  witnessed,  withoiit 


acta  of  the  Siecutive,  hbt  with  those  6f  Con- 
gren^  This,  however,  cannot  be.  For  omitting 
wiMt  hns  lately  transpired  in  ibis  House,  aiiH 
wfaieh  ia  not  knoWn  to  her  at  this  tim^.  Great 
Briiain  knows  that  the  whole  naifobis  leady  to 
anpport  the  Execitlive.  The  uaanlmriy  which 
prevailed  at  ihe  late  election  has  testified  it.  It 
13  not  merely  to  protect  the  colonial  tmde,  or  to 
redress  the  impreMment  of  onr  seamen,  that  calls 
for  Ihte  measure.  Everything  tb&t  connects  ns 
with  tlie  European  n<arld',  through  the  mediniii 
of  commerce,  is  involved  in  it.  Viewing  her 
pretenaions  as  the  entering  Wedge^  she  will,  if 
you  submit,  advanee  with  steady  steps ;  trample 
on'  and  violate  every  right  in  rapid  succession, 
Dotil  afae  hal  established  her  uudiaputed  right  to 
the  whole  seas,  and  enforced  obedience  to  her 
pretemione  '-that  all  beneath  them  is  British 
ground,"  end  compelled  those  who  sail  on  them 
preirlomly  to  ask  her  permission.  But  gentle- 
meo  say,  there  is  a  prospect  of  adjustment,  and 
appeal  to  the  papers  on  your  table.  Isay  therf 
is  no  sD«ti  prospect,  and  I  call  fbr  the  facta  which 
gendemen  rely  on. 
9th  Com.— «4 


It  Will  be  observed  that  the  remarks  I  have 
made  go  to  prove  that  we  ought  to  do  something 
to  restrict  the  manufactures  of  GVeai  Britain^ 
Having  established  thisi)olni,  and  that  it  is  not  S 
war  measure,  the  question  presents  itself,  whai 
shall  be  donel  My  opinion  is,  that  the  resnliN 
tion  before  you  is  best  calculated  to  answer  Oiu 
purpose,  hut  in  the  opiaion  of  some  other  gentle^ 
men,  it  IS  better  to  reson  to  something  elsfa  thai 
wHI  have  the  same  tendency.  I  agree  with  them 
that  it  ia  better  to  advanct:  thva  to  recede,  and  td 
take  ground  which  we  can  maiolaih  and  Advance 
oil  it  than  to  make  one  retrograde  step,  a\id  I  am 
wflting  therefore  torote  at  present  for  some  reguta* 
tfcm  that  nray  be  more  lenient  than  the  one  under 
consideration-,  to  try  sn^h  a  measure Srat,  and  If 
this  does  not  succeed,  to  attempt  others.  I  ant' 
ilrilling  to  consent  to  stop  all  inleitaurse  With  h^, 
if  redress  cannot  be  obtained  even  by  these  meaui 
and  if  it  shall  not  be  obtained  even  by  these 
means,  to  eXert  snch  power  as  it  has  pleased  God 
and  natnre  to  give  us.  I  repeat,  once  more,  it  ia 
far  better  to  die  conlendiug  for  our  rights,  than 
tamely  to  sit  do%a  and  crouch  under  injustice, 
autil  all  the  finer  feelings  of  the  nation  are  blunt- 
ed, the  people  are  disgusted,  onr  resoui^es  de- 
stroyed, and  the  dezeneracy  of  their  sons  make 
the  fctbers  of  the  Revolution  look  down  with 
contempt  opoo  us,  and  say :  We  fought  and  emUCi- 
eijnted  our  conntry,  we  bequeathed  to  yoii  th« 
fair  inheritance  of  freedom,  you  prove  yoursettei- 
nnworthy  of  it:  henceforth  we  disown  you ;  re^ 
mm  and  be  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  wvtil' 
for  oiir  former  taskmasttn,  as  th'e  fit  instruments, 
of  slavery. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  said  it  was  with  somd- 
dlfficalty  he  had  prevailed  on  himself  to  attempt 
to  make  aoy  remarks  on  the  resolutton  now  undo; 
consideration,  but  the  duty  he  owed  to  bis  feiloiv- 
ciiizena,  to  this  honorable  Committee  and  to  hiiii- 
self,  constrained  him  ndt  to  remain  silent. 

It  is  not  many  year*  since  the  United  States  of 
America,  from  beinjr  obscure  ciilonies  of  Great 
Brimin;  emerged  into  aovereignty.  The  treaty  of 
one  thousand. seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  re- 
stored j)«ice,  and  confirmed  the  iadepeodenceof 
these  United  States;  liut  they  were  involved  iii( 
a  kit ge  debt  incurred  by  that  war,  which  lernil* 
naiea  in  their  indepebdence.  The  United  States 
were  then  possessed  of  a  Urge,  fertile  lemtorjj 
btit  agdenltoral  indostry  was  injureii  by  the  war^ 
and  they  were  without  resources  and  'iritbont 


With  tbe  return  of  peace,  agricultnral  Indn*- 
try  wmsrevived  and  eiilarged ;  ah  extensive,  enle> 
prising  commeree  be^Q  to  operate  and  unfold  it-i 
ielf.  Persevering,  active  industry,  in  tbe  business 
jf  agriculture,  and  in  that  of  commerce,  in  a  pe- 
riod of  little  more  than  twenty  years  of  peace, 
afibrded  resources  for  tbe  payment  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  public  debt;  has  increased  the 
wealth  of  iodividuats  and  of  the  nation,  and  has 
elevated  these  United  States  to  be  the  second 
commercial  nation  in  the  world:  and  for  this 
there  is  reason  to  apprehend,  they  have.  incnrrM 
tbe  jealousy  of  that,  msritime  PoWet  ithMe  un- 
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SroToked  mr  hastened  them  ioto  independence. 
[  the  hUiorr  of  commerce  b  attended  to,  it  will 
b«  disooTerea  tbai  it  originated  with  the  naticni 
of  the  East,  (ti  did  almost  vteij  other  effort  and 
■peculation  of  buman  genius,)  and  fiom  thence 
tnrelied  weiterly.  la  its  coarse,  it  contioued 
certain  periods  of  time  with  some  farored  cities, 
uid  with  some  favored  nations,  and  when  it  de- 
parted from  one  citr  and  nation,  it  took  up  its 
tesidence  with  another  more  to  the  west.  Tfre, 
CsTthage,  atid  Atexttodria,  were  ancient  cities, 
highly  TaTored  by  commerce  in  their  respective 
times )  Oenoa,  Venice,  and  Amsterdam,  in  mod- 
ern times;  at  this  time,  London  is  the  most  (a- 
Tored  commercial  city  in  the  world.  Commerce, 
in  its  pro^rcn  from  East  to  West,  was  always  at- 
teodea  with  a  spirit  of  monopoly.  With  what- 
ever favored  cit}[  and  nation  commerce  resided, 
that  city  and  nation  soon  after  became  ambitious 
to  monopolize  commerce  to  itself,  and  to  exclade 
(except  so  far  as  it  Inigbt  judge  proper  for  ita  own 
interest)  all  other  nations  from  participating  in 
eqaal  advantage*. 

To  be,  or  to  be  rising  to  be,  a  nation  of  com- 
mercial ioBuence,  Itas,  from  time  to  time,  been 
cause  of  contention  among  the  nations  bordering 
on  the  shores  of  the  ocean.  That  contention  for 
■uperiority  has,  in  most  instances,  been  attended 
with  desolating  war ;  and,  in  many  cases,  ended 
with  the  subversion  and  ruin  of  a  rival  commercial 
Power,  or  of  one  which  attempted  to  monopolize 
commerce  to  itself.  To  thi«  cause,  in  a  certain 
degree,  mi^  be  attributed  the  desolation  of  Tyre, 
the  demolilion  of  Carthage,  and  the  ruin  of  Alex- 
tndria  of  ancient  times;  the  fall  of  Qenoa,  and 
the  declension  of  Venice  in  modem  times. 

It  is  many  years  lince  Great  Britain  began  to 
be  a  nation  of  commercial  importance.  Apicnl- 
tural  industry,  and  manufacturing  genius,  pursued 
with  steady  and  unremitting  attention,  gave  wing* 
to  her  commerce.  Her  merchant  vessels,  from 
hei  insulated  position,  as  from  a  centre,  passed 
the  ocean  in  all  directions,  and  articles  of  her 
manufaoturing  appeared  for  sale  in  the  porta  of 
every  maritime  nation. 

Commercial  success  and  favorable  maritime 
events  caused  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  to  con- 
template the  dominion  of  the  ocean,  necessary  to 
aecure  the  existence  and  continuance  of  a  com-, 
mercial  monopolyj  tqt  this  purpose  the  consimc- 
lion  of  a  navy  vras,  with  unabating  vigor,  at- 
tended to. 

Great  Britain,  ^verned  by  her  favorite  policy 
of  acquiring  unlimited  commerce,  has,  for  ages 
past,  (except  some  partial  intervals,)  been  engaged 
■a  wan  with  her  mariiime  European  neighbors. 
Any  cause  has  been  laid  hold  ot  by  her  to  pro- 
cure the  ruin  of  a  commercial  rival.  To  that 
Silicf  may  be  attributed  the  wan  between  Great 
ritain  and  Holland,  between  Great  Briuin  and 
Spain,  and  between  Oreat  Britain  snd  France, 
which  caused  the  toss  of  the  lives  of  millions  of 
men,  and  the  expense  of  miUioas  of  money.  Ac- 
tuated by  this  policy.  Great  Britein  progressed 
until  the  commerce  of  every  other  European  mar- 
itime natioti  had  been  destroyed,  or  made  aiihser- 


vient  to  her  interest,  and  she  had  made  hersdif 
the  unrivalled  commercial  Power  in  Europe. 

No  nation  ever  acquired  and  possessea  com- 
merce as  extensively  as  Great  Britain.  That 
wisdom  which  systematized  the  plan,  and  that 
undeviaiing,  persevering  policy,  which,  not with- 
siandiDg  internal  commotion  and  external  wars, 
conducted  her  to  the  summit  of  commercial  pow- 
er, wilt  ever  command  admiratiou.  The  acquisi- 
tion is  the  effect  of  the  work  of  a^ea.  Her  com- 
mercial aggrandizement  has  been  her  hvorite 
object;  to  this  her  policy  for  a  long  series  of  years 
has  been  directed.  In  this  policy  may  be  discov- 
ered the  cause  of  all  the  wars  she  baa  been  en- 
gaged in  for  centuries  past.  To  monopolize  the 
commerce  of  the  world  was  her  paramount  object; 
to  retain  it,  the  energy  of  her  power  will  be  ex- 
erted. In  acquiring  it,  her  power  was  the  law; 
in  preserviDK  it|  the  same  law  wtU  be  observed. 

The  mind  cannot  without  horror  coatemplaie 
the  ravages,  carnage,  and  deslTuciiiKi,  that  mo- 
oopolisiQg  policy  has  occasioned,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  in  every  qusrter  of  the  earth. 

It  is  to  be  apprehended  that  Oreat  Britain  sees 
a  new  commercial  rival  emerging  into  exisieom 
in  the  West,  atadistance  of  three  thousand  miles; 
that  that  rival  is  the  United  Sutes  of  America: 
a  new  nation,  composed  of  cilixens  for  the  most 
part  derived  from  the  dominions  of  Qre«t  Briiaio; 
a  nation,  who,  aa  it  were,  in  a  day  has  ariaen  into 
eiiilence,  and  carried  its  commerce  to  the  moat 
distant  regions. 

It  may  with  propriety  be  said,  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  the  increasing  commerce  of  the  Uni' 
ted  States  affords  more  serious  cause  of  inquie- 
tude to  Great  Britain  than  that  of  any  other  na- 
tion ever  did.  The  vast  territory  of  these  United 
States,  so  fertile,  and  so  productive  of  all  the 
necessaries  of  life;  the  extensive  forests  of  lofty 
timber  with  which  that  territorv  is  covered,  and 
the  certainty  that  it  contaioe  and  wilt  produce  all 
ihe  materials  necessarv  for  ship  building;  the 
temperate  manners  ana  fixed  habits  of  the  citi- 
zens, their  agricultural  industry  and  commerdal 
enterprise,  their  population  increasing  in  a  ratio 
UDexperienced  since  theflrst  settlement  of  nation*, 
afford  sufficient  catMe  for  restless  alarm. 

With  deep  and  corroding  regret;  the  policy  of 
Gteat  Britain  contemplates  these  thinn,  and  fore- 
sees a  diminution  of  her  commercial  power  in 
the  prosperity  of  that  of  the  United  States.  Bhe 
h«s  destroyed  the  commerce  of  Holland,  of  Spain, 
□f  Freoce.aDd  that  of  mosl  of  the  other  nwriiime 
Powers  of  Europe.  It  only  lemains  to  restrict 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  by  that 
means  to  seize  the  commerce  of  the  world. 

In  conformity  to  her  fixed  policy.  Great  Britain 
has,  contrary  to  ail  law,  from  lime  to  time  im- 
pressed seamen,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  acd 
m  consequence  of  Dew  maritime  rales,  not  reccg- 
nised  by  ihe  laws  of  nations,  and  which  power 
has  enabled  her  to  impose,  her  armed  shipa  have 
captured  merchant  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  not  bound  to  ports  blockaded,  our  carrying 
articles  termed  coDlrabaod  of  war ;  and  the  name 
merchant  ships  and  vessels  are  condenuied  by 
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ber  CoDfts  of  Admirilty,  under  fwetcDce  that  a 
trade  not  permitted  to  oeulrals  in  time  of  peace 
oogbt  not  to  be  allowetl  in  time  of -mr. 

ft  is  to  be  apprehended  that  the  new  regnla- 
tions  imposed  by  Oreat  Britain  are  only  an  oeten- 
sible  cause  for  capturing  the  merchant  ships  sod 
Tesieta  of  the  United  Slates^  and  that  there  is  an- 
other  cause,  proceeding  from  her  policy,  of  more 
remote  consequence.  Thsl  caase  may  be  the 
auppretsionof  the  commerce  of  the  United  Slates, 
or  at  least  to  rednce  it  to  a  complete  dependenee 
on  her  own  commerce.  This  opinion  mil  appear 
to  he  not  without  reason,  if  a  relrotptcliTe  view 
is  taken  of  the  policy,  tbe  conduct,  and  perserer' 
ing  industry  of  Qreit  Britaid  to  destroy  the  eom- 
meree  of  European  Powers. 

When  the  maritime  power  of  Great  Britaii)  is 
contemplated,  ii  tnay  be  inquired,  what  can  the 
United  States  do  to  prerent  the  prostration  of 
their  commerce?  Mr.  R.  said  he  was  not  suffi- 
ciently conTsrsBol  in  tbe  comoiBrcial  history  of 
Great  Britain  to  know,  what  quaniiiies  of  mer- 
chandise  either  Holland,  Spain,  or  France,  annu' 
ally  imported  from  QreBi  Britain,  or  what  quan- 
tities of  merchandise  Oreat  Britain  exported  " 


nations,  for  that  cause,  had  such  strong  bold  on 
Great  Britain,  to  induce  her  to  keep  in  peace,  as 
tbe  United  States  have.  That  Great  Britain  had 
not  such  interested  inducements  lo  preserve  peace 
vitb  either  of  those  nations,  as  she  bad  to  pre- 
serve peace  with  the  United  States.  Each  of 
those  nations  was  a  near  neighbor  to  Oreat  Brit- 
ain; the  United  States  are  west  of  the  Atlantic 
ocean.  Neither  of  those  natioite  imported  annu- 
ally Boch  great  quantities  of  merchandise  from 
Great  Britain  and  her  dominions  as  the  United 
States  do ;  it  is  qaestionaUe  whether  any  other 
nation  erer  did. 

Gkeat  Britain  has  commenced  her  careet  of  in- 
juring the  commerce  of  the  United  Stales,  not  by 
direct  warfare,  but  by  a  mode  of  restraint  and 
spoliation,  as  efficient  in  event,  if  persisted  in  and 
suffered.  There  is  reason  to  belie*e  that  these 
restraining  regulations  are  put  in  force  as  a  mat< 
ter  o(  experiment,  and  if  it  is  perceived  that  they 
are  submitted  to,  other  new  regulations  will  be. 
invented,  adopted,  and  enforced,  until  the  desired 
object  is  obtained. 

Great  Britain  (and  every  other  nation,  wbat- 
eror  system  be  acted  on  to  obtain)  it  bound  only 
by  her  own  interest.  If  that  interest  directs  her 
policy  to  attempt  a  diminution  or  subversion  of 
tbe  commerce  of  the  United  States,  that  attempt 
-will  be  made.  An  attempt  already  has  been  made 
to  restrain  the  oommerceof  the  United  States,  by 
impressing  seamen  and  capturing  ships  and  ves- 
sel*.    Mr.  R.  said,  it  was  his  opinion,  that  some 


sboulcf  consist  of  certain  commercial  regulaiioos, 
-which  may  be  commensurate  with  the  injury. 
That  this  regulation  may  be  a  suspension  of  tbe 
importation  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
from  the  United  Kingdoms  of  Oreat  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  the  colonial  dependencies  thereof,  as 


be  eflectual  and  within  the  power  ol  the  United 
Sutes. 

Mr.  R.  said,  he  was  not  particnituly  attached 
to  that  resolution,  bis  desire  was,  that  tome  regu- 
lation might  be  made  that  would  be  commensu- 
rate to  the  object. 

Every  nation  has  a  right  to  determine  whether 
it  will  or  will  not  import  mercbatidise  tram  any 
other  nation.  If  it  determine  not  to  import,  and 
did  not  import,  that  is  not  a  just  cause,  nor  ought 
lo  be  any  cause  of  offence  to  the  other  nation. 
It  was  not  his  desire  that  the  United  Staiea  should 
give  cause  of  nSence  to,  or  commence  hostilities, 
or  be  at  war  with  any  nation.  He  was  firmly' 
determined  not  to  surrender  any  right,  which,  in 
his  opittioo,  did  belong  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

Tbe  United  Stales  import  annually  from  Great 
Britain  merchandise  to  the  amount  of  more  than 
thirty  millions  of  dollars  from  the  dominions  of 
Qreat  Britain.  The  vending  so  great  a  quantity 
of  merchandise  to  tbe  United  Slates  is  an  object 
of  the  first  magnitude  to  Great  Britain,  and  which 
she  wonld  at  any  time,'pBrticularly  at  the  present, 
be  very  reluctant  to  lose.  If  adetjuaie  commer- 
cial regulations  be  adopted,  there  isTeason  to  be- 
lieve that  Great  Britain  wilt  be  induced,  for  the 
preservation  of  her  own  interest,  to  make  friendly 
arrangements,  will  remove  all  existing  differences, 
aodilo  justice  to  the  United  States,  in  their  com* 
mereial  concerns, agreeably  lotheesisting,  known, 
nsed,  and  accustomed  taws  of  nations. 

If,  on  the  reverse,  it  shall  so  be,  that  Oreat  Bri- 
tain will  refuse  to  make  friendly  arrangement^ 
and  to  do  that  justice  which  the  United  Slates 
are  now  entitled  to,  and  will  persevere  in  ita- 
pressing  seamen,  citizens  of  the  United  Siato, 
and  wilt  continue  to  commit  injuries  on  their 
commerce,  one  of  two  things  must  be  the  eonse- 
qnenee.  The  United  Slates  have  either  to  sub- 
mil  their  commerce  t«  tbe  policy  of  Great  Brit- 
aiti,  or  to  call  torth  their  energies  (o  resist  the 
attempt  of  deprivation.  If  Great  Britain  shall 
hazard  a  coateet,  she  has  much  to  lose,  and  a  war 
may  lenninate  as  much  to  her  injury  as  to  that  of 
the  United  States. 

In  disousMOff  ihe  subject  under  eontideratioD. 
arguments  had  been  deduced  from  Beographical 
divisions  of  the  United  Stales,  and  from  the  In- 
jury which  might  be  done  to  the  exportation  of 
pariicular  articles  of  particular  States.  These 
gec^raphicat  distinctions  might  as  well  not  have 
been  madk  These  United  States  on  every  na- 
tional aoeation  are  one.  Arguments  deduced  iroxa.' 
any  injury  which  may  aecroe  to  the  exportation 
of  any  particular  production  of  any  particular 
State,  are  not  welt  founded,  in  this  case  is  in- 
volved the  welfare  and  interest  of  the  United 
States.  The  policy  of  Great  Britain  may  be  to 
suppress  tbe  commerce  of  the  United  States,  if 
possible,  or  to  reduce  it  to  an  entire  sabservieuey 
on  her  own  commerce. 

It  has  been  nid  that  Oieat  BiiUia  b  flghtinf 
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tot  her  naijonal  psiitenoe,  and  that  this  betDs  to, 
tl>B  Uoiled  Sialei  oDgbt  noi  now  to  urge  uwir 
eomplaiiils.  If  it  be  to,  the  Uaitrd  StatM  hare 
not  bcfu  the  eaiue  of  that  wu.  The  United 
States  have  not  been  aiding  the  enemies  of  OtmK 
BrilaiD;  Ihcy  have  preMrved  ao  impartial,  aea- 
tr«l  poaiiioD.  Tbey  bare  not  been  hutile  m  in- 
imical to  Otnt  Britain  in  the  courac  of  thM  war. 
Their  conduct  has  been  that  of  fricndahip.  But 
Qrnt  Britain  i*  uid  to  be  fiflitiDg  for  her  nk- 
tionat  exiaieDce.  If  so,  to  what  cans*  ii  ibat  wki 
to  be  assigned?  Is  the  nou-Mrformanea  of  th« 
treaty  of  Amiena,  as  it  related  to  Malta,  a  eante 
of  thai  war  7  If  so,  what  nation  refased  the  per- 
formance 1  Oml  Britain  or  Fnaoe  7  The  an- 
awer  is  evident  Can  Great  Britain  justif*  inju- 
ries done  to  bar  friends?    Will  Great  ^riuia 


■aid  thai  Great  Bt 

«islence.    Admit  it  to  be  so,  will  anf  gentle 

aay,  that  if,  in  the  event  of  the  war,  Great  Briiai 
•ball  lose  her  national  eiiaienee,  that  that  loss,  i. 
the  day  of  rttribuiion,  shall  be  aiiriboted  to  the 
Unileil  States?    Certainly  not. 

Agricoliure  and  commerce  are  motBally 

ant  to  each  other:  agricultnie  supports  eomi , 

and  commerce  eivee  life  and  vigor  to  agriooliare! 
Agricullutal  industry  would  becMne  languid  and 
feeble  if  it  were  confined  lo  rapply  the  mere  ne- 
cessaries of  life.  Commerce  subservient  to  tbe 
will  of  another  will  soon  cease  to  be. 

The  idea  that  the  commerce  of  theae  United 
Stale*  can  be  suppressed  is  not  tp  b«  admitted. 
That  commerce  may  not  be  inppretsed,  it  mnai 
crease  and  enlarge  itself.  Empire  and  commerce 
originated  in  tbe  East,  and  travelled  to  the  Weal. 
A  period  may  not  be  far  distant  when  tommFrce 
wiil  take  up  her  favorite  midence  in  these  United 
8wies,aDd  tbeae  United  Stales  then  be ihe  great- 
eat  commercial  nation  in  (he  world. 

Mi.  GaEoa. — If  no  other  trenileman  is  dispoaed 
to  oeenpy  the  floor,  I  will  asl  the  alteotlon  of  the 
CoiBliiitiee  for  a  few  niomnis.  Indispaiiiion,  if 
Ibera  was  no  other  cause,  woald  prevent  me  from 
detaining  them  looser.  I  feel  myself  under  some 
obligation,  before  tne  question  Is  lakrn,  to  make 
Booae  explanation  of  my  molive*  for  bringing  for- 
ward this  measure,  as  I  have  been  pariiewarly 
called  upon  to  do  this  by  several  genilenen  who 
have  taken  a  pari  in  this  debate. 

When  1  had  the  honor  a  few  dayiago  of  addrea*- 
ing  the  Committee,  I  stated  ibat  I  had  reflected 
maturely  on  tba  subject,  and  that  the  resolMtoa 
now  under  coniidf  ration  appeared  to  me  the- best 
neasure  in  our  power  to  adopt  in  the  present  oir- 
coraslaDoea  of  ibe  country.  I  slated.  howeTer,  al 
the  lame  time,  that  if  a  majority  of  the  Conimii- 
teeenteriainedadiffereniopinion,  I  should  be  will- 
ing lo  relinquish  my  own  impreRsions  oa  this  sab- 
ject,asl  considered  ii  all-important  to  combine  a 
•irong  vote  infarorof  such  measures  as  we  might 
adopL  I  believe  that  a  weak  measore  carried  by 
a  great  majority  will  be  more  powerful  than  a 
atrong  raeaiure  carried  by  a  saall  majority.  Hav- 
inf  ciAfl|ia4  njseir  to  the  diaciuaioa  ^  iha  meaa- 


ure  under  coDslderalion,  I  eipected  that  it  would 
have  been  examined  oa  its  own  mecits;  but^  con- 
trary lo  Ibis  expectation^  I  was  snrnrised  to  hear 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  state  in  ais  first  breath 
that  this  was  not  a  proponlioa  c^  mine,  bat  a  Cab- 
inet measure.  I  wiah  the  gentieman  had  deigned 
Co  inform  us  what  he  meant  by  a  Cabinet.  I  per- 
ceive no  sneh  thing  in  tbe  CoDstitotwB  or  lawa> 
I  believe  the  phrase  is  pcoaliar  to  tb«  Covtt  of  St. 
Janes,  where  th«  Minislora  of  tbe  King  nie  called 
the  Cabinet.  1  have  beard  the  Heads  of  Depail- 
ments  and  tbe  Attorney  OeneiaLanembled  by  tbe 
President  on  great  oecaaiona,  oalled  the  Cabinet. 
I  hare  also  heard  three  or  fow  tnembers  of  this 
Honss,  who  have  considered  themsctrea  theorgana 
for  conduciing  all  its  businati^  called  the  Cabtnet. 
If  ii  be  either  of  these  Cabinet^  tbey  have  not  been 
consulted  by  me.  The  origin  of  this  bvainess  is 
no  secret.  A  number  of  gentlemen,  who  ifaouchf 
someihin^  o«gbt  to  be  done,  showed  me  a  propo- 
sition which  tney  wished  to  submit  to  tbe  House. 
I  saw  se'eral  propositions — one  in  the  hands  of  a 
gentleman  fron  New  Jersey,  going  to  a  probibt- 
tlon^all  commercial  inteccoarie  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  others  embracing  a  more  modemie  system 
of  measures.  I  showed  these  gnntlemen  witat  I 
had  drawn  np ;  they  differed  from  me  in  ojnnioa, 
aad  the  result  was  my  pMiioft  this  resolution  npoa 
the  taUe,  that  it  might  receive  thai  fair  diseaa- 
sion  which  I  conceived  its  merits  entitled  to. 

The  genilemna  froa  Viiglnia  has  also  brought 
into  view  a  vote  of  miae  given  on  the  bill  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
treaty  commonly  called  Jaf's  Treaty.  I  should 
have  taken  no  notice  of  this  allnsion,  had  it  not 
been  made  in  such  a  way  as  appears  to  be  ealcn- 
laled  to  impress  the  idea  that  my  vote  might  havs 
prevented  that  treaty  from  going  into  operation. 
This  tsnottbefactjason  the  final  vote  there  wera 
fifty-one  affirmatives  and  foity-eisht  negatives.  I 
voted  in  the  affirmative.  Had  I  voted  in  tbe 
n^ative,  the  vote  would  have  been  fifty  to  forty- 
nine.  And  the  sense  of  the  Speaker  was  well 
known,  as  he  had  previoiisl|r  voted  is  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  There  was  n  ptopoailion  oflervd 
U>  the  House,  which  I  vo««d  for  as  a  praamhte  to 
the  resolution,  tbe  object  of  which  was  to  ez|Wesn 
the  opinioBof  tbe  House  ibat  the  treaty  was  a  bad 
one;  that  ii  was  not  such  as  the  eouMrf  had  a 
right  to  expect ;  bnt,  that,  under  all  the  circom- 
Btance^  it  was  better  to  loake  the  appropriation  for 
carrying  it  into  efl!cct.  I  believe  it  was  under- 
aiood,  if  the  preamble  was  carried,  tbe  minorjtr 
would  votefbr  carrying  the  treaty  into  cfieet;  ana, 
thoogh  it  was  not  carried,  I  did  not  consider  that 
a  sufficient  reason  for  votiogagainatiL  Thetreatj 
had  been  regularly  negotiated :  I  do  notsayitwma 
such  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  bat  it  was  Mtter  to 
let  iigo  into  operation  than  lose  it  bjrasmall  ma- 
ioriiy,  The  President  had  ratified  it,  and  a  nut- 
rorttyof  the  RepiesBUtalives, in  CommiUeecrf  the 
Wbole,  approved  it.  I  will  ask,  then,  the  gealie- 
man  from  Virginia,  if  he  will  be  fot  puitingOea- 
eral  WaaRiKOToit,  iwo-ihirds  of  the  Seasie,  and 
firty-ooe  Representatives,  in  straigbt-jaekeu?  I 
believe  tbe  sense  of  the  nation  will  rerolt  at  the 
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idea ;  and  I  believi  ihe  p»|de,  if  the  »Btgeet  kmd 
been  Bubmitted  (o  them,  would  hkTe  votsd  u  I 
did.  How  do  I  iafer  thinl  Beeaase  evetjr  man, 
who  voted  far  the  treaty  oame  to  Oangress  again 
If  he  cbose.  I  vol«d  for  it,  and  I  nerer  was  elected 
br  ft  greater  majoriiy;.  There  is  no  district  in  the 
State  of  PsoosyWaiiiB  more  republican  than  that 
which  I  then  represented ;  for  1  am  now  the  rep- 
lewDtativeofattotherdiiiriet^lbe  man  now  from 
it  ii  republicBQtsm  itself. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland,  in  mftklag  soaie 
obserratioDB  on  the  remarks  I  made  oa  introduc- 
ine  this  measure,  ba«  ascribed  to  ma  an  espressioo 
whieh  I  deny  atMolntely  baviDg  made.  1  wished 
an  opjMrtanitf  at  tbe  lime  lo  expWn,  but  the  gen- 
tle man  did  Dotaee  pronto  indulge  me;  and  I 
beLere  this  is  the  onlf  instance  in  whieh  such  a 
lefuial  has  been  made.  The  idea  which  I  es- 
preued,  was,  that  this  meatun  would  attack  Qteat 
Britain  in  her  warehouaea  and  workshoos,  and 
would  thus  reach  her  ritata.  1  obwrred  uat  the 
nierchaauaad  maauraeturere  were  the  great  sup- 
port of  that  nation,  and  that,  if  we  adopted  this 
ueasure,  it  would  so  affect  tboae  two  elasaes  of 
xoen  that  they  would  become  our  friendi,  and  the 
advocates  of  oar  measiues.  The  gentleman  from 
HaryUnd  has,.on  the  coBirarr, attributed  tone 
the  wish  of  stabbing  Britain  to  ber  vitals — ascrib' 
log  to  me  the  idea  oTwiabiag  to  destroy  ber  Qov- 
erDmem.  I  should  be  sorry  to  Me  this  effect  pto- 
duced.  On  the  eouttarr,  I  wish  to  see  that  Qor- 
emment  preserved  in  its  vigor,  as  a  check  to  ber 
{[real  rival  Power.  I  believea  considerable  ponton 
of  our  owa  safety  depends  on  the  two  nations 
oh  coking  each  other. 

I  observed  that  1  bad  no  idea  this  measoie  would 
]ead  to  war.  I  deav  that  it  is  a  war  mcasoie. 
There  is  aothing  warlike  in  it.  It  is  a  plain  com- 
mercial measure,  wbicb  we  have  a  rigbt  to  ealaib- 
liab.  fiat  1  observed  that  If  Great  BrHalu  should 
view  it  in  a  different  light,aad  go  to  war.ebe  was 
not  aa  much  lo  be  dreaded,  as  we  should  be  able 
to  take  as  many  of  her  trading  vetBelB,or  at  least 
an  eqaal  value  of  them,  by  means  of  our  priva- 
teers, as  she  could  of  ours.  From  tbk,  iba  sc*- 
tleman  ha*  inCerred  that  I  asa  for  meeting  the  Brit- 
ish navy  with  the  privateen  of  our  ciiizcas,  aod 
added,  tliat  any  man  wbo  talked  so  absurdly  ought 
to  be  shut  up  in  a  dark  room,  and  coafload  in  a 
Btraight-waisteoal.  I  am  willmg  that  the  gentie- 
man  from  Maryland  should  bave  the  ciedit  of 
being  lbs  anthorof  all  BDch  floHiisfaea;  but, before 
ha  undertakes  to  anathematise  other  gentlemen, 
be  ought  to  give  some  specimen  (which  I  am  eare 
he  has  not  yet  done)  of  bia  own  superior  powers. 

I  Lava  no  expectation  that  this  resolulwn  will 
prevail,  as  I  find  many  gentlemen  who  advocate 
strong  ground  consider  this  too  strong.  As  I  said, 
at  the  beginning, I  am  ready  to  ntet  them  on  any 
other  ground.  Why  do  they  not  come  out,  and 
propose  their  measures  1  If  I  ibink  the  measure 
they  propose  will  do,  I  will  vote  for  it.  Bat  while 
we  are  going  on  this  wafi  we  can  never  come  to 
tbe  point.  Let  gentlemen, lhen,avowlhemselvei 
for  or  against  this  measure.  It  appears  lo  me  (hat 
(boae  wbo  object  to  ihoa  ■MMOie  u  too  atMagi 


bare  been  answered  by  noansweraUe  arguments; 
and  I  can  hardly  see  bow  we  can  rdiaquish  this 
gronod,  and  descend  to  another. 

I  regret  thai  some  things  bave  been  said  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion,  whose  natural  tendenor 
is  to  divide  instead  of  uniting  ua.  Of  ihisdesorip- 
lion  is  the  alleged  jealousy  between  our  merchaota 
and  farmers  J  a  topic  more  filled  to  destroy  than 
promote  conciliation.  1  wish  to  bnry  all  kinds 
of  party  diElinction  in  the  discussiim  of  ibis  sub- 
ject; I  think  such  topics  highly  improper  ;  and 
that  every  pains  ought  lo  be  taken  to  keep  out  of 
view  snen  sourcee  of  jealousy.  1  myself  am  a 
farmer,  a  practical  farmer;  and  have  no  idea  of 
inviogup  the  in  t««sts  of  agriculture  to  commerce- 
But  I  bave  always  considered  the  two  so  ulti- 
mately connected  as  to  be  inseparable.  If  it  were 
not  for  the  merchants  of  Baltimore  and  Philadel- 
phia, the  poople  I  represent  woold  be  in  a  peril- 
ous coDdition.  Wbai  tbey  raise  beyond  their 
own  wants,  tbey  dispose  of  to  tbem ;  and  were  it 
not  for  then,  their  snrplos  productions  would  rat 
on  their  hands,  and  they  would  beooate  indolent 
and  poor. 

I'herc  is  another  view  of  this  subjact,  largely 
dwelta)»on,wbichIexeeedioglT regret— the  ^v- 
K  aod  tmportaoee  of  Qreat  Britain.  I  am  wil- 
ling lo  agree  that  Great  Britain  is  a  powerfnl 
naUon,  and  that  ber  navy  is  invincible.  SliU  I 
am  not  willing  lo  resign  my  rigbls  and  the  righia 
of  the  nation  into  her  hands.  We  bave,  on  a 
former  occasion,  beard  almost  every  argument 
broi^ht  forward  in  the  same  manner  as  on  the 
present  ocoaaion ;  they  had  not  then  in&uence, 
fiowevca:,  to  prevent  a  similar  measure  with  ihal 


infioenee  bow.  If  we  shall  not  adopt  this  i«- 
aolotion  from  its  influence  on  our  revenue,  or 
any  other  cause,  ]  hope  we  shall  not  regret  it, 
baeanse  Great  Britain  may  take  oSeoee  at  it  I 
wish  this  consideration  had  been  left  entirely  o«t 
of  view ;  that  whatever  we  do,  we  nay  do  as  the 
Rapresentativea  of  the  nation,  without  regard  to 
Great  Biriuio. 

The  Speaker,  in  Aa  coarse  of  his  remaAs,  has 
alluded  to  an  observation  of  mine  relative  to  the 
seqoealratioD  of  British  debts;  rogietted  that  I 
made  il,and  eipressed  bis  bdief  that  1  would  not 
nyaelf  agree  to  the  measure.  I  certainly  akonld 
not,  except  in  a  case  of  extreme  necessity.  I 
said  that  if  Qreat  Britain  should  violate  the  treaty 
between  us  in  every  respect  bnt  one,  she  coiila 
not  consider  us  as  bound  hy  the  single  remain- 
ing article.  But  should  we  be  released  from  lbs 
treaty  it  is  said  to  be  queetiooabte  whether  the 
sequestration  woald  in  any  ease  be  justifiable.  I 
believe  tbereare  extreme  cares  in  which  it  wonid, 
and  the  Speaker  and  myself  onoe  agreed  on  that 
point.  If  Oreai  Britain  should,  in  violation  of  the 
treaty,  let  loose  her  crntsers,  and  seize  our  pro- 
perly without  Doiioe,  f  believe  such  a  measure 


valions  to  make.  If  gentlemen  indisposed  to  this 
measore  will  suggest  one  that  is  more  moderate^ 
I  will  exereiso  my  right  of  judging  on  it 
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Mr.  Davbok. — I  hare  iDdnlged  the  diipositioa, 
wbich  I  almjs  feel  to  be  aileut,  during  a  rrr; 
l«D«hr  defacie,  and  hare  attended  to  the  otwei- 
TaiioD*  of  other  geniletDen,  sometimes  with  plea- 
gare — aometimes  with  paia.  I  ihould  coniiDne 
that  indDlgence,  did  I  not  apprehend,  that,  from 
(he  length  which  the  debate  leema  to  promite,  I 
■ball  not  have  an  opponunilf  of  giting  my  yea 
or  nay  ;  and  aa  I  propose  to  rote  against  the  re- 
aotution,  ii  might  be  concluded,  that  I  TJew  it  «i 
other  gentlemen  do.  who  are  in  the  opposition,  or 
that  m;^  rote  is  inflaenced  by  any  of  the  reawna 
or  con  side  rations  which  hare  been  urged  by  most 
of  them. 

I  consider  that  rnolntion  simpljras  a  commet- 
eial  regulation,  which,  onder  the  powers  granted 
to  Congress  bj  theConsiitution,  we  have  a  right  to 
to  paxi,  and  1  hold  if  to  be  an  internal  regutatioa 
vhich  it  is  our  duty  to  pass,  wheoerer  the  true  in- 
terest of  oar  coontrjr  in  oar  judgment  shall  require 
It,  without  inquiring  what  effectit  will  have  on  the 
feeling*  of  any  foreign  nation  whatever.  At  pres- 
ent, however,  I  deem  it  premature,  and  t  hope  it 
wUI  never  become  necessary  ;  whenever  that  ne- 
eeasity  shall  arrive,  E  will  join  the  advocates  of  this 
reaotution  in  its  lupport,  or  in  (he  suj^port  of  any 
other  measures  which  shall  go  to  injur*  those 
who  persevere  in  injuring  ns ;  and  thu  has  been 
my  conduct  during  the  whole  session.  I  have 
been  in  favor  of  every  measure  which  goes  to  se- 
ctire  the  honor  or  interest  of  onr  country,  let  that 
measure  he  directed  againu  what  nation  it  may  ; 
but  I  repeat,  that  1  hope  it  will  never  be  necea- 
aary.  This  hope  does  not  arise  from  any  confi- 
deuce  which  I  have  in  the  magnanimity  or  for- 
beaianee  of  ^ny  nation.  I  believe  that  they  ate 
'  kit  disposed  to  aggress  when  tbey  have  power, 
and  that  that  disposition  is  only  cnecked  by  the 
opposition  of  others  acting  on  their  own  interest ; 
and  a  discovery  of  this  spirit  on  our  part,  with  a 
aoanly  deteiminatioa  to  sop^rt  our  own  rights, 
and  a  saeied  legard  for  the  rights  of  others,  will, 
I  trust,  produce  that  effect  at  the  present  crisis; 
should  they  not,  1  repeat  that  I  will  join  in 
any  meaaure  to  snpport  these  rights  ana  to  ob- 
tain jnatice. 

This  resolution  has  been  supported  by  some  of 
it*  friends,  and  met  by  all  its  opponents,  as  a  war 
measare.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  ascertain 
what  gentlemen  mean  by  a  war  measure.  If 
they  mean  that  it  is  a  measure  which  we  have 
not  a  right  to  adopt  without  coitsulting  others, 
and  the  adoption  of  it  will  give  just  cause  for 
'  war,  I  dissent  from  them  in  tolo.  I  believe  it  sim- 
ply to  be  a  commercial  regulation  inietided  to 
meet  the  present  state  of  thisffs,  and  that  we  have 
a  perfect  right  to  pass  it,  without  inquiring  what 
influence  it  will  have  at  St.  James's,  or  St.  Cloud. 
I  believe  this  is  the  place  intended  for  the  free 
eoetcise  of  all  powers  graeted  by  the  Conalituiion. 
If,  sir,  they  mean  that  it  may  afford  a  preicii 
for  war,  I,  wilhoni  hesitation,  admit  that  it  may 
and  so  may  either  of  the  resolutions  which  have 
'  baen  submitted  to  the  Committee,  over  which 
Ton,  with  10  much  propriety,  preside.  I  well 
Know  that  nations,  lilte  uiiozicatad  individuals, 


when  blinded  by  passion  or  superior  power,  sel- 
dom want  pretexts  for  differing  with  their  friends; 
to  prove  this  I  will  not  appeal  to  antiquity,  or  even 
'.oour  own  Revolution.  The  history  of  the  prea- 
!nt  moment — the  state  of  Europe,  confirms  this 
important,  though  melaneboly  truth.  And  if,  sir, 
the  passing  of  either  of  those  resolutionsj  all  of 
which  I  consider  as  standing  on  the  same  fooling 
as  to  that  power — and  one  of  which  I  tmst  will 
pass — if,  I  say,  that  will  afford  a  pretext  for  a 
war;  if,  sir,  by  the  folly  or  vices  of  other  Oovem- 
menis,  we  are  forced  to  meet  that  state  of  things^ 
I  am  not  amouj  those  who  are  disposed  to  des- 
pond, or  r^dy  to  acknowledge  the  superiimtf  of 
other  countries  over  ours.  Armed,  air.  with  the 
shield  of  justice,  and  fighting  in  defeiice  of  our 
just  righls,  white  I  feel  a  pleasing  confidence  that 
we  have  more  means  in  our  power  to  injure  any 
nation  in  Europe,  than  that  nation  has  to  injure 
OS — these  meant  I  never  wish  to  use,  or  to  see  that 
state  of  things ;  nor  do  I  wish  to  pat  oar  finuicea 
or  my  country  to  temporary  embarrassment  or  in- 
convenience, as  I  believe  thie  resolution  would  io, 
eapeciallv  the  southern  part  of  it,  until  the  necea- 
sity  shall  be  more  apparent,  and  until  it  shall  be 
•een  that  Great  Briiam  perseveres  in  a  systeai  of 
measures  calculated  to  check  and  destroy  oar 
rising  greatness,  and  eventually  the  independence 
of  our  country.  At  preaen^  therefore,  lam  a^intt 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  under  the  hope  that 
it  will  be  unnecessary;  that  we  sball  obtain  jn- 
tice  without  it. 

Sbootd  I  be  disappointed  in  this  hope,  I  pledge 
myself  to  unite  in  any  measures  whien  shall  go 
to  maioiain  the  rights,  honor,  and  intereat  of  that 
country  so  dear  to  us  all.  Let  tbose  measures  be 
directed  against  what  natioti  they  may,  I  will 
never  surr^Mler  a  perfect  right,  or  temporize  with 
principle. 

Mr.  Eailt.— I  believe  It  must  be  seen  by  gen- 
tlemen that  there  is  now  no  probability  of  adopt- 
ing this  measure;  and  1  am  convinced  that,  if 
adopted,  it  will  not  answer  the  porpone*  whieh 
they  themselvee  intended  to  answer  by  it.  It  ic 
not  because  it  lakes  too  strong  ground  that  I  am 
opposed  to  it ;  lam  opposed  toil  on  othergrounds. 
On  the  ground  that  the  measure,  if  carried  iaio 
Operation,  will  be  weak  and  impotent,  as  it  re- 
spects Qreat  Britain,  and  ruinous  as  it  respects 
ourselves.  Tbese  are  the  groondi  on  which  my 
opposition  is  founded.  The  gentleman,  therefore, 
who  submitted  this  proposition  is  mistaken  if  fae 
supposes  I  opposed  it  on  the  ^ound  that  it  was 
too  strong ;  but  it  is  not  my  intention  ag^in  to 
go  into  the  meriis  of  this  subject.  I  have  barely 
risen  in  consequence  of  the  diversity  of  opinion 
expressed  by  gentlemen,  all  tendiag  to  show  that 
if  this  measare  cannot  be  adopted,  they  are  willing 
to  meet  on  other  ground,  to  invite  them  to  give 
us  an  opportunity  to  occupy  this  ground,  which 
I  believe  will  be  found  in  the  resolntioa  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland.  It  is  because  I  think 
that  eligible  sround  to  occupy;  t  ground  which 
will  not  reeoilupon  ourselves,  or  dona  more  harm 
than  our  enemy,  that  I  think  it  time  to  put  an 
end  toihediscussiOBof thisfirstiesolotion.  Qeik* 
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tlemen  mart  hare  dlMovered  Ihst  ther  cannot 
carrjr  it.  To  pat  tbe  thing  then  gentlf  to  sleep, 
and  to  gire  os  an  opportaDitf  to  occupy  more 
eligible  and  efficacious  grouoa,  I  move  that  the 
Committee  rise.  When  the  Honse  shall  be  re- 
■amed,  it  is  my  intention  to  more  to  discharge 
the  Coramittee  fnun  the  Tetolutioa  under  con- 
■ideratioQ. 

Mr.  Mac OM.— Before  the  qnesiion  is  taken  t 
heg  to  be  indulged  in  staling  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  has  miiunderstood  me.  I  stated 
that  the  best  way  in  my  opinion  to  prevent  Britain 
from  imprening  onr  seamen,  was  to  agree  not  to 
employ  her  sailors,  on  coadition  that  sbe  would 
agree  not  to  take  onrs,  relying  on  her  being  gor- 
erned  by  a  sense  of  intereat.  I  sbonld  have  thought 
the  Beniiment  ascribed  to  me  by  that  gentleman 
wonld  hare  been  one  of  the  last  in  the  world  at- 
tribnied  to  me. 

Mr.  SmiLiE.— I  am  against  the  motion  for  the 
Committee's  rising,  Ihongh  I  hare  no  objeetioD  to 
postpone  the  resolution  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
Dp  any  other.  There  is  a  wide  aifierenee  between 
posipoaing  a  measure  to  a  day  certain,  and  dis- 
charging a  committee  from  it.  Let  me  tell  the 
geotlemBB  from  Georgia  that  I  am  not  afraid  of 
the  fate  of  this  reiolation.  It  is  far  from  me  lo 
tindertake  to  say  what  that  fate  will  be.  I  know 
it  not,  nor  can  I  know  it  aniil  the  Goal  rote  of 
this  House.  But  should  this  resolution  be  nega- 
tired,  that  circumstance  will  not  ebsoge  my  con- 
dnct.  It  is  enoagh  for  me  that  I  am  convinced 
its  adoption  will  promote  the  interests  of  this 
eonntrv,  and  that  I  am  not  responsible  for  its  &te. 


Dly  for  I 


1  conduct,  and  tbat  I  pos- 


sess the  privilege  of  recordior  my  name  ill  its 
favor  whenever  a  decision  shall  be  had  upon  it. 
If  the  gentleman  wilt  agree  to  postpone  this  reso- 
Intion  to  >  day  ceriain,  in  order  in  the  meiutime 
to  take  np  any  other  resolution  on  the  table,  1 
will  agree  to  it. 

As  we  are  now  ezplaininff,  I  am  glad  to  see  the 

Senlleman  from  Virginia  in  nis  place.  That  geo- 
eman,  in  taking  notice  of  my  obserraiions, 
doubted  whether  the  friendship  1  entertained  for 
him  was  sincere.  If  ibe  declaration  will  be  satis- 
factory to  him,  I  will  declare  it  was  sincere ;  that 
friendship  is  not  remored;  but  I  vish  the  gentle- 
man to  understand  it  properly.  Friendship  re- 
quires an  exchange  of  good  offices  between  man 
and  man;  but  there  is  a  fund  on  which  even 
friendibip  cannot  draw — the  fund  of  public  good, 
which  is  of  too  sacred  a  nature  to  be  sacrificed 
eren  lo  friendship;  and  I  declare,  that  except  so 
for  as  public  duty  requires,  I  am  still  willing  to 
'ntetcbange  the  offices  of  friendsbip  with   that 


Speaker  aod  the  House.  My  colleague  observed 
that  some  apolc^y  was  to  be  foumf  for  the  con- 
duct of  Oreat  Britain  with  regard  lo  the  impress- 
ment of  our  seamen,  from  our  baring  more  of  her 
subjects  iu  our  employ  ihan  sfae  had  of  our  citi- 
zens in  hers.  The  Speaker  slated  that  protec- 
tions were'  a  thing  in  the  market — the  price  of 
which  was  as  well  onderstood  u  the  price  of 


othef  articles.  Other  gentlemen  made  variooft 
allusions  to  the  conduct  of  Oreat  Britain.  I  bad, 
therefore,  no  particular  allusion  to  the  Speaker, 
when  I  said  I  was  sorry  to  God  apologisls  m 
Britain  on  the  floor  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Macon.— I  understood  the  remark  as  ap- 
plicable to  myself.  I  said  the  price  of  getting^ 
naiuraltzed  was  as  well  understood  as  anything- 
in  the  market. 

Mr.  Eahlt.— In  reply  to  the  observations  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  I  will  observe 
that  if  the  Committee  should  rise,  it  will  be  in  the 
power  of  the  House  to  dispose  of  the  resolution 
as  it  pleases.  The  gentleman  will  there  enjoy 
the  same  privilege  of  moving  a  postponement  to 
a  definite  time,  that  1  shall  to  move  a  discharge 
of  the  Committee  from  its  farther  coDsideratiob. 
For  my  part  it  is  not  material  to  me  which  mo- 
tion prevails.  I  shall  not  oppose  the  motion  lo  . 
posljione  this  resolution  to  a  day  certain.  1  an 
as  witling  that  one  course  should  l)e  pursued  aa 
the  other, 

Mr.  Clabe,  in  allusion  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Jack8ok,  said  he  had  never  supposed,  from  the 
feelings  which  he  entertained,  that  he  should  have 
been  considered  as  the  apologist  of  Great  Britain. 

The  question  was  then  tuen  on  the  rising  of 
the  Committee,  and  passed  in  the  negative — vbm 
53  nays  58. 

Mr.  CBowNiK8BiEk,o. — Mr,  Chairman:  The 
c|uesiion  is  on  the  resolution  for  ioterdicling  the 
imports lioQ  of  alt  ^oods,  wares,  and  msTcbandises, 
from  Great  Britain  and  her  aependencies.  It  i* 
to  be  regretted  that  in  the  consideration  of  this 
subject  its  opponents  have  considered  it  as  a  war 
measure,  or  such  as  will  lead  to  war.  Had  I 
viewed  it  in  this  light,  I  should  hare  never  risen 
in  its  support.  I  wilt  take  the  liberty  of  saying 
a  few  woids  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land,  (Mr.  Nicbolson,)  on  certain  observations 
which  fell  from  me  when  this  subject  was  first 
brought  into  discussion.  What  I  then  said  has 
been  misnnderstood  and  misrepresented  both  by 
that  gentleman  aod  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Ml.  Randolph.)    I  am  accused  of  wishiog  to 

f  lunge  this  nation  into  a  war  with  Great  Britain } 
deny  the  charge,  and  I  believe  I  said  noihing 
which  oDght  to  have  led  gentlemen  to  hare  drawn 
such  an  inference  from  my  remark.  I  am  charged 
by  ihe  gentleman  from  Maryland  with  saying 
inat  our  privateers  would  be  a  match  for  British 
seventy-fours  ;  I  did  not  say  so.  I  said  if  Great 
Britain  considered  this  as  a  hostile  measure,  and 
made  war  upon  us,  we  should  fit  out  prirateers, 
and  ihey  would  probably  be  able  to  capture  two 
vessels  lo  one  taken  by  her.  1  here  alluded  to 
merchant  vessels,  and  had  reference  to  no  other 
description  of  vessels.  The  reason  I  assigned  for 
this  was  our  experience  duriag  the  last  war,  and 
our  ability  to  defend  ourselves  in  this  way  has 
certainly  not  diminished  since  thai  lime.  But 
could  it  hence  be  imagined,  by  any  rational  roan, 
that  I  considered  a  piivaceer  equal  to  a  man  ot 
war?  It  has  also  been  insinuated  that  I  am  in 
favor  of  a  confiscaiioo  of  British  property,  whe- 
ther there  shall  he  war  or  not,  I  suppose.    I  said 
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if  Bciiain  prefened  to  consider  ih»  ■■  a  hoGlile 
measure,  if  ske  actually  made  wai  upon  \u,  we 
fliould  be  obliged  lo  confiscate  our  debts.  If  ibe 
pursues  a  hostile  course,  jueja  umd  our  ptoperiy, 
and  impre«spi  our  seamen,  sball  we  be  ezpecl«l 
to  furnish  hei  with  all  the  meaDs  in  our  power  to 
eatijr  on  war  against  us  7  Sball  we  coaiiuue  to 
pnr  (hp  debt  and  iateiest,  when  this  wiii  be  tHe 
effect?  Thoufrb  thta  was  a  liaity  remai^,  I  am 
cooriBced  on  reflection  that  it  was  juitt,  and  I 
Jiave  no  doubt  if  Biitsin  chooKs  to  burijr  ui  iqto 
war,  that  it  will  be  oar  duty  to  take  her  properly 
on  the  land,  if  ahe  lakes  ours  upon  lb«  ooean. 
With  regard  to  tbe  obserTatioDnorihegeaileman 
from  Virginia,  of  a  peraooal  nature,  1  shall  not 
condescend  to  answer  them,  except  so  far  as  to 
observe,  ttiat  whefi  the  getntetnan-  stigmatizes 
(liose  who  held  particular  opinions,  with  meritins 
Kiraigbt  waistcoats,  I  am  sure  the  Committee  did 
Oot  coDsider  tbe  remark  »  justified  by  anything 
^hich  had  been  said.  I  presume  no  penon  wouid 
wish  lo  put  me  into  a  dark  room,  codSdc  me  in  a 
■l(au[ht  waL3tcoBt,and  supooil  me oo  water-grael. 
Such  places  are  only  fit  far  madmen.  I  am  not 
iriUing  to  go  there ;  out  if  1  should,  I  might  un- 
fortunately, )>erbaps,  find  the  gentleman  from  Tii- 
Ainia  along  side  of  me. 

Having  made  these  remarks,  I  shall  proceed  to 
consider  the  main  proposition  under  considera- 
tion. It  is  so  declaration  of  war ;  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve, if  adopted,  Great  Britain  will  think  it  suffi- 
ieieDl  to  ([o  to  war  with  us.  She  will  not  hazard 
a  war  with  tbe  United  Slates  on  this  account. 
Iler  interest  is  too  deeply  involved  to  permit  hex 
'to  lake  this  step.  What  does  it  propose?  What 
jtie  pur  complaints  1  Great  Britain,  in  the  pleoi- 
fude  of  her  goodness  and  mercy,  seizes  American 
■hipping  carrying  onalHWfulcomraerce,in goods 
bought  10  tbe  colonies  of  the  belligerent  nations. 
What  has  been  her  conduct  eyer  since  the  first 
WKr  Rgainsi  revolutionary  France?  On  the  6ih 
November,  1793,  she  issued  orders  to  bet  armed 
afaipt  10  seize  all  neutral  ressels  trading  with  her 
enemies'  colonies,  or  loaded  with  cofoniai  pro- 
duce— Dot  vessels  loaded  with  piovisions  merely. 
as  has  been  sup|>03ed  by  some  gentlemen,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  three  or  four  hundred  Ameri- 
can yessels  were  captured.  On  proper  represent- 
ations being  made,  slie  acknowledged  this  conduct 
to  be  improper,  and  allowed  the  trade  oq  wjiich 
ahe  had  thus  depredated  to  be  a  lawful  trade.  In 
the  treaty  made  with  her  the  following  year,  she 
agreed  to  make  compensaiiDn,  and  I  believe  nearly 
four  millions  of  dollars  was  allowed  to  out  suffer- 
ing merchants  for  property  thus  unjustly  taken 
from  them.  Here  was  a  complete  abandonment 
of  tbe  ground  she  had  assumed.  Why  did  she 
make  reatitulion  if  the  trade  was  unlawful  ?  How 
came  it  that  the  Commissioners  sitting  under  thai 
treaty,  almost  without  exception,  awarded  dam' 
ajge*  in  every  case  of  capture  prior  to  the  date  ol 
that  treaty?  We  heard  nothing  of  this  principle 
till  the  year  1801^  when  Great  Biitain  again  at- 
tempted  to  revive  tt  in  a  newfortn.  But  on  refer- 
ence to  her  Attorney  General,  he  declared  ibi: 
(mitod  to  be  ii^iorreci,  and  that  a  tientral  liad  a 


right  to  pursue  his  commetee  with  tbe  belligemt 
colony.  He  makes  no  distinciino  bs  io  liie  out- 
ward or  homeward  cargo.  He  do^  not  cootfod 
that  the  colonial  trade  is  to  be  shut  or  interdicted 
in  lime  of  war,  and  alibough  tbe  direct  trade  be- 
tween  tbe  mother  country  and  the  colony  ought 
nut  to  be  allowed  in  his  opiuius,  yet  he  coitcMLea 
the  principle  that  tbe  commerce  is  lawful  between 
the  neutral  country  and  the  colony,  and  that  upon 
tbe  foods  being  once  landed  in  a  neutral  port  the 
continuity  of  the  voyage  is  broken,  and  ibey  may 
then  be  sent  to  Europe,  even  to  titaee  nations  at 
war  with  Great  Britain,  to  tl)e  mother  country 
for  instance. 

The  principle,  therefore,  ^yas  agaii)  abandoned 
by  Great  Britain.  It  is  now,  hQwever,once  mote 
revivud,  and  under  the  decisions  of  bef  adfljiralty 
courts,  we  find  an  immense  amount  of  nropeitf 
at  stake.  We  Sod  not  only  our  vessels  going 
from  the  colonic*  to  the  beUjgerent  nations,  and 
from  the  belligerent  natioDs  to  the  colonies,  ex- 
posed to  capture — but  our  vessels  am  seized  and 
condemned  when  trading  between  the  United 
States  and  the  colonies,  and  also  when  bound  di- 
rect to  Europe  from  tnis  country,  when  loaded 
with  colonial  productions.  We  do  not  know  the 
precise  amount  of  these  captures, but  we  do  know 
■■  is  immense.    Our  merchants  were  taken  un- 

pared ;  they  had  not  insured  against  tuch  risk*. 

luy  of  them  must  be  ruined  iTfnu  do  oot  htjd 

;  your  protecting  hand  towariuthem.  Sacri- 
fice this  priociple,  and  we  know  not  wheie  it  wiU 
end.  Viewing  the  United  Sutes  as  incieaain^  io 
population  and  wealth,  and  unjustly  considertng 
us  as  ber  rival,  her  object  ia  to  destroy  our  com- 
merce. I  have  viewed  the  subject  in  this  light 
from  the  first,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  we 
give  up  this  right,  we  shall  be  pushed  to  give  up 
others— one  demand  v(ili  be  made  after  another, 
and  we  shall  lose  all  our  comtnetce.  But  we  are 
told  that  Great  Driiatn  is  a  powerful  nation,  that 
Hhe  has  eight  hundred  vessels  of  ffai.  But  sup- 
pose she  had  one  thousand,  is  tb«re  any  independ- 
ent man  on  this  floor  prerared  on  this  account  to 
relinquish  our  rights?  J  bupe  not,  Mr.  Chair- 
maoi  but  such  strange  opinions  have  been  dc 
livered,  I  am  prepateif  for  anything.  Qreai  Brit- 
ain is  NO  powerful,  and  has  such  a  great  navy,  we 
ought  not  to  provoke  her ;  we  must  secure  hei 
friendship  by  conoessions,  I  suppose.  We  ate  told 
by  tbe  sentleman  from  Virginia,  (Ur.ILutDOi.FBJ 
that  ifwe  go  to  war  with  ber  we  must  hold  out 
seacoast  at  the  will  ul  the  conqueror,  that  we  must 
fly  to  the  mountains  for  protection.  No,  sir,  we 
shall  not  fly  to  the  mountain*.  We  shall  meet 
our  enemy  at  the  ocean's  edge,  we  shall  there  de- 
fend our  seacoBsts.  To  tail  of  abandoning  our 
seacoaats  is  idle.  In  defence  of  our  coast  we 
shall,  if  necessary,  shed  the  last  irap  of  our  blotd. 
No,  sir,  we  shall  not  bide  behind  a  hogshead  of 
tobacco,  or  a  bale  of  cUton,  but  boldly  stand  forik 
and  fight  for  our  shores  whenever  a  lawleu  ia- 
vader  shall  touch  them- 

But  Qreat  Britain  says,  you  are  carrying  on  a 
trade  in  war,  which  waa  not  allowed  in  peace.  Is 
Ihisfbct?  It  ia  not  y  bet?  T^e  valuable  docii- 
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could  from  my  own  personal  kDowledge,  for  I  have 
enjoyed  (he  coloaial  trade  in  common  with  thou- 
sands of  my  fellaw-citizeasduriDtCpeaceand  war. 
la  1802.  a  year  of  peace  all  over  Europe,from  the 
returns  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  it  ap- 
pears that  you  exported  colpoial  and  other  foreigo 
prqductioDs  to  the  amount  of  tbirty-Gve  millions. 
Tllia  wai  a  period  of  peace,  as  I  have  before  ob- 
. seized,  and  demoaslrates  that  you  enjoyed  this 
trade  in  a  time  of  peace.  This  produce  vas  pur- 
chased with  American  capital,  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, but  chiefly  in  the  colonies  beloDglD^^  to  the 
enenueg  of  Great  Britain— rerr  little  of  it  came 
from  the  Eoglish  colonies.  Similar  property  is 
now  seized  and  condemned  upon  the  presump- 
tion that  we  are  not  carrying  on  our  accustomed 
trade,  I  ask,  then,  in  what  other  light  we  can 
consider  this  aggression  of  Britain,  than  as  a  part 
.of  her  regular  system  of  plunder! 

Js  it  true  that  thi»  trade  is  a  mushroom  or  fun- 
dus that  has  sprung  up  in  the  night?  I  think  it 
IS  as  valuable  as  your  export  trade  in  lohacco, 
cotton,  beef,  or  pork.  lodeed  it  is  so  intimately 
connected  with  the  trade  in  our  owo  products 
-that  it  cannot  be  separated  from  it.  Your  people 
raise  a  large  surplus  beyond  their  wants.  Do 
gHitlemen  want  this  surplus  produce  to  rot  in  the 
hands  of  the  farmer  or  planter  T  To  avoid  this 
what  must  be  done  ?  It  must  be  exported  to  other 
markets.  Take  the  case  of  a  cargo  of  ftour  sent 
to  the  West  Indies ;  (hey  have  po  money  to  pay 
for  it,  but  they  are  willing  to  barter  sugar  or  coflee 
JD  exchange.  The  American  tnercbant  brings 
these  articles  to  the  United  Slates,  but  he  finds 
the  market  so  oTerstocked  that  he  cannot  sell 
ibem  here.  He  prefers  sending  them  to  Europe 
niher  thaD  waiting  for  a  demand  -which  may 
never  come.  Now  I  wish  to  know  whether  bje 
has  net  the  same  right  to  send  this  sugar  and 
coffee  to  Europe,  reeeived  in  excbanse  for  his 
flour,  as  he  has  to  send  the  Qgur  ilwlf,  which  is  the 
product  of  your  soil?  There  can  be  no  doubt  of 
It;  it  is  his  own  property,  sailing  under  a  neutral 
flag,  which,  if  outraged,  he  ha?  «  right  to  call  on 
his  Government  to  protect. 

I  know  of  a  vessel  which  went  last  year  from 
Salem,  in  Massachusetts,  to  Richmond  or  Pe- 
tersburg, in  Virginia,  I  forget  which  of  them^and 
there  took  a  cargo  of  tobacco,  with  a  view  of  go- 
ing to  Manilla,  a  Spanish  port  in  the  Chinese 
seas.  I  believe  she  loaded  four  or  Gve  hundred 
hoGishead  of  tobacco.  This  vessel  will  be  com- 
pelled to  bring  back  a  cargo  of  sugar  and  indigo. 
There  will  be  no  dispute  as  to  the  neutrality  of 
the  ship  or  -cargo— both  belong  to  an  eminent 
merchant  of  Massachusetts.  I  am  sure  the  in- 
diKo  will  not  be  wanted  in  this  country.  It  will 
sell  higher  in  Europe;  and  the  owner  may  wish 
to  selid  both  the  susar  and  indigo  to  Spain,  to 
France,  or  Holland,  Itut  it  wilt  be  exposed  to 
British  capture.  It  will  be  said  it  came  originally 
from  an  enemy's  colony.  It  is  contaminated.  It 
cannot  be  carried  to  Europe,  because  it  may  turn 
put  possibly  that  the  ovuer  intended  to  tend  it  to 


Europe  when  he  first  undertook  the  voyage  to 
Virginia,  twelve  months  before.  This  will  be 
saiiTin  a  British  Court  of  Admiralty;  however 
true  or  false  it  may  be.  they  will  judge  of  the  in- 
teniioQ,  aud  the  whole  will  be  condemued.  I 
ask  youj  sir,  I  ask  the  Coramitiec,  whether  this  is 
not  a  fair  and  a  lawful  Iradel  It  is  an  honoraUe 
trade.  It  is  a  trade  in  tobacco.  The  sugar  and 
indigo  of  Manilla  will  be  purchased  with  the  to- 
bacco of  Virginia.  It  is  seat  to  a  distant  country 
on  American  account.  The  returns  from  neces- 
sity are  mede  in  colonial  produce.  Itwill  not  all 
sell  here.  It  must  be  sent  abroad ;  if  it  it  seized 
on  the  passage,  will  a  second  voyaee  be  attempt- 
ed? Will  any  merchant  tend  to  Virginia  to  har 
another  cargo  to  ship  to  an  enemy's  port,  if  hit 
property  is  to  be  torn  from  him  oo  its  return,  or 
before  it  can  find  a  market?  It  would  be  just  as 
right  to  seize  the  tobacco  before  it  reached  the 
enemy's  port,  as  to  take  the  proceeds  of  that  tQ- 
t»cco  on  a  subsequent  voyage.  Is  not  agricul- 
ture interested,  and  greatly  interested,  too,  lu  such 
voyages  as  these?  It  is  perfectly  clear  in  my 
mind  that  it  is.  Such  a  trade  as  Ihare  described 
is  the  trade  iu  .dispute  between  us  and  Great  Brit- 
ain. Will  you  abandon  it?  I'bope  you  will  not. 
You  cannot.  It  is  loo  important,  too  raluahle  to 
be  sac  ti  Seed. 

Some  gentlemen,  and  pariicDlarly  the  honor- 
able Speaker,  have  conceded  all  (be  advocates  of 
this  measure  wish,  in  saying  we  have  a  right  to 
send  a  load  of  flour  to  the  West  Indies,  and  brinv 
back  a  cargo  of  coffee  iu  return,  and  afterwartt 
to  send  this  coffee  to  Europe.  We  have  a  light 
to  this  trade  as  much  M  to  the  trade  in  flour. 

SMr.  Macoh  here  explainedj  aod  observed  he 
said  that  a  dollar  got  in  this  trade  was  worth 
as  much  to  the  country  as  ■  dollar  gol  in  anf 
other  way.] 

Mr.  CuowinBBiELD. — Yes,  sir,  I  understood  the 
gentleman  as  saytog  that  also.  I  may,  however, 
be  mistaken  in  the  first  declaration  of  what  lell 
from  the  honorable  Speaker ;  but  I  took  a  memo- 
randum of  it  at  the  lime.  Well,  this  is  all  the 
advocates  of  ihe  resolution  contend  for — that  it 
is  a  fair  trade — as  good  a  trade  as  that  of  tobacco, 
or  flour,  or  anything  else — that  a  dollar  earned  by 
it  is  ap  valuaole  as  any  other  dollar — that  it  m 
not  a  dishonest  trade — that  it  is  not  the  cover- 
ing trade;  in  my  part  of  the  country  it  is 
aoi  known  by  the  name  of  the  carrving  trade— 
the  carryiiig  is  Ihe  freighting  trade;  and  one 
people  do  not  fit  out  their  ships  for  the  pur- 
pose of  transporting  the  property  of  belligerent* 
00  freight.  Oor  merchants  are  possessed  of  svffi- 
cienl  capital  to  load  their  own  ships  on  their  own 
account.  They  own  (he  property  themselves.  It 
is  not  a  foreign  properly.  There  is  no  want  of 
Aineriean  capital  to  carry  on  cur  commerce. 
The  British  condemnations  do  not  proceed  on 
this  ground.  Thev  allege  we  are  carrying  gn 
a  trade  in  time  of  vrar,  which  was  not  allowed 
in  time  of  peace.  There  it  one  point  of  view  in 
which  this  subject  may  be  considered,  which  Is 
important ;  it  is  this :  It  wilt  be  seen  by  thecom- 
mittee,  that  Qieat  Britain  condemua  both  ahtj> 
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and  cargo,  when  there  ia  no  questioo 
Deuiraliiy  of  thr  flu,  and  the  crew  are  sure  to  be 
kept  prisoners  at  toe  aame  lime.  It  k  not  » 
where  the  ship  is  freighted  for  accuuot  of  a  belli 
gerenU  Here  slie  would  be  paid  her  freight,  aod 
tae  ship  would  be  acquitted,  and  the  seamen 
woold  be  left  lo  narigaie  the  ship  home,  the 
cargo  only  beiag  enemies'  property  would  be 
ooodemned.  By  tbe  new  principle,  tbe  whole  ia 
■wept  away.  This  is  even  far  worse  ibaQ  the 
blocEade  principle.  Here  the  ressel  ought  to  be 
warned  not  to  enter  a  blockaded  port ;  she  cannot 
fairly  be  seized  unless  the  owner  or  master  hai 
been  informed  of  the  blockade ;  and  on  the  return 
voyage,  in  my  opinion,  she  must  be  permitted  tc 

So  free.  Oram  to  England  what  she  wants  un- 
er  her  new  doctrine,  and  she  may  give  up  block- 
ades altogether.  She  need  not  blockade  Mar- 
tinique or  Ouadaloupe  in  futnre.  She  may  save 
the  expense  of  sendine  her  fleets  agaio&t  the  ene- 
mies' colonies.  She  has  only  to  watch  the  ports 
of  New  York  aod  Boston  witn  a  few  frigates,  and 
the  thing  is  done.  Here  they  can  prey  upon  your 
defenceless  ressels  with  the  greatest  facility. 
Your  merchant  vessels  trading  with  the  enemies' 
colonies  and  to  Europe,  loaded  with  colonial  pro- 
ductions, clearly  American  property,  fall  into  the 
haods  of  British  ciuiaers  without  any  trouble. 
This  ukes  place  erery  day.  What!  Shall  a 
neutral  ship  and  cargo  be  captured  and  condemned 
because  it  was  the  owner's  intention  to  send  the 
produce  to  Europe  to  a  better  market  than  his 
own  conatry  afiorded  him?  The  principle  is 
monstrous.  I  reTolt  at  it.  It  sets  reason  and 
justice  at  deSaoce.  Qreat  Britain  condemn*  both 
■hip  and  cargo,  and  in  addition  seizes  our  seamen. 
She  has  extended  the  ground  of  capture.  She 
has  condemned  our  properly  coming  from  a  bel- 
ligerent nation  to  America,  or  when  destined  to  a 
neutral  country,  not  our  own,  on  the  pretext  of 
intentioD  to  trade  with  tbe  colonies.  I  assert  that 
all  these  condemnations  are  illegal  and  uiyust.  I 
■ay  tbe  trade  in  which  these  vessel)  are  engaged 
is  highly  raluable,  and  ought  to  be  protected,  li 
is  an  important  branch  of  your  import  as  well  as 
export  trad&  But  gentlemen  differ  on  Ibis  sub- 
ject. Comparisons  have  been  made  as  lo  the 
diSetent  branches  of  our  commerce.  The  hon- 
orable Speaker  said,  when  he  was  up  on  this  sub- 
ject, that  the  trade  which  be  considered  of  the 
most  consequence  was  the  coasting  trade.  This 
trade  is  valuable  io  a  certain  degree,  but  it  is  sub- 
ordinate to  your  other  commerce.  Is  the  coast- 
ing trade  in  tar  and  turpentine  frooi  North  Garo- 
lioR  to  Norfolk  and  New  York  of  so  much  con- 
aequencel  But  even  this  trade  is  put  to  hazard. 
Allow  the  British  doctrine  to  be  correct,  and  their 
seizures  will  soon  extend  to  this  trade.  They 
want  to  confine  you  to  a  mere  coasting  trade  from 
Stale  to  Sute.  I  am  not  contending  for  the  free- 
dom of  commerce  for  one  State  more  ihan  an- 
other. The  Northern  and  Southern  the  Eastern 
and  Western  Slates  are  all  interested  in  this  great 
question.  I  cannot  permit  the  insults  offered  to 
our  seamen  to  be  passed  over  without  some  re- 
marks.   Qreat  Britain,  wheDevet  she  finds  aa 


American  seaman  without  a  protection  seizes 
him — whenever  she  wants  men  to  man  her  ves- 
sels impresses  them.  Something  has  fallen  from 
tbe  honorable  Speaker,  in  which  I  understood 
^im  as  saying  he  had  been  informed,  from  re- 
spectable authority,  that  protections  are  an  article 
bought  and  sold  in  the  markets ;  but  I  know  that 
thin  is  not  the  fact ;  they  are  an  article  which 
cannot  be  bought  or  sold  in  the  market.  I  do 
□01  pretend  to  say  there  may  not  have  been  some 
abuses  in  the  protections,  but  the  iastaneea  are 
rare.  Under  a  law  of  the  United  Sutes  tbe  ap- 
plicant is  obliged  to  apply  to  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  unlesi  he  proves  to  the  satiefaeiion  of 
the  magistrate  that  he  is  a  citizen,  the  magis- 
trate does  not  give  him  a  certificate.  On  proving 
this,  he  gives  him  acerIiGcHte,with  a  descriptioa 
of  his  height,  complexion,  age,  and  place  of  binh. 
With  this  he  applies  to  the  custom-nonse,  and  re- 
ceives from  tbe  collector  his  protection,  as  it  ia 
erroneously  called,  for  it  is  no  protection  to  him — 
it  affords  him  none.  Now,  it  is  impossible,  if  the 
man  felt  lO  disposed,  to  sell  this  protection,  as  h 
will  not  correspond  with  the  description  of  an- 
other person.  It  will,  however,  I  believe,  be 
agreed,  that  these  proiectioBS  are  totally  disre- 
garded by  Oreal  Britain.  Has  she  then  a  right 
to  treat  our  citizens  in  this  manner?  Is  it  right 
for  a  belligerent  nation  to  have  three  (hoosand  of 
our  citizens  on  board  of  her  ships  of  war,  fighting 
her  battles  against  our  friends  1  I  have  no  doubt 
that  at  the  battles  of  Abookir  and  Trshlgar  many 
of  your  seamea  were  engaged  in  bei  service ;  1 
doubt  that  in  the  list  of  kilted  at  Trafal- 
lo  be  found  the  names  of  hundreds  of 
your  seamen  who  foaght  and  bled,  not  in  defence 
of  your  liberties,  but  against  a  friendly  Powerl — 
seamen  impressed  into  the  service  of  a  foreign 
nation,  without  receiving  soy  compensation  for 
their  services — for  they  are  not  allowed  wages 
inless  they  voluntarily  enter  into  the  service,  and 
here  is  not  one  case  in  a  hondred  in  which  thev 
do  it  voluntarily.  No,  sir,  they  have  too  much 
respect  for  their  own  rights  and  the  honor  of  their 
country ;  they  never  enter  into  the  British  ser- 
vice but  under  the  lash  of  a  boatswain.  Bot  the 
honorable  Speaker  thinks  this  measure  ma^  be 
accommodated  by  resorting  to  another  principle, 
by  our  merchants  not  agreeing  to  employ  British 
seamen.  I  think  the  honorable  Speaker  said  there 
no  other  way  to  save  our  seamen  than  for 
merchants  not  to  employ  British  ■ea.men. 
But  this  is  impossible;  it  cannot  be  done  ;  they 
could  not,  they  ought  not  to  accede  to  soeh  s 
principle.  Would  you  wish  to  see  British  sea- 
delivered  up  in  exchange  for  your  own  citi- 
?  They  are  not  numerous.  Our  seamen  in 
the  Eastern  Slates  are  mostly  natives  of  the  conn- 
try.  The  foreign  seamen  in  our  service  enter 
freely.  They  come  voluntarily  among  ns.  We 
pay  them  wages.  Would  you  seize  them  on  the 
wharves  or  in  the  streets  aod  deliver  them  op? 
Do  yon  recollect  the  case  of  Jonathan  Robbins, 
which  excited  a  fermentation  in  this  country  al- 
most beyond  example  7  Is  ibe  same  scene  lo  be 
acted  over  again?  Upon  this  principle  yon  m^T 
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»  w«ll  deliver  up  the  cultirators  of  yoar  soil,  vrbo 
are  BrilUh  sabjecis.  Yon  hire  msny  Bnciih 
subjecCa  io  tbe  couairv  who  do  not  go  to  sea. 
Are  these  persons  to  be  delivered  up  to  Qreat 
Britain  in  exchange  for  your  seamen?  I  trast 
not.  If  you  could  procure  tbe  release  of  your 
''' — s  on  this  ground  it  ihall  never  hsve  my 


What  is  the  proposition  aoder  eoastderBlion  1 
A  n on- importation  of  British  goods  at  a  distant 
day.  For  myself  and  my  friends,  who  are  in  fa- 
vour of  this  resolution,  I  may  say  that  it  is  not 
our  wish  thai  it  should  go  into  effect  at  all ;  we 
flatter  ourselves  that  before  the  period  arrives  at 
Trhich  it  is  to  take  effect,  Great  Britain  will  do  us 
justice.  Bulgeotlemea  cry  oat,  this  is  a  war  mea- 
snre.  This  is  their  constant  argument.  'But,  sir, 
it  is  not  a  war  measure,  it  is  a  mere  commercial 
Tegulatioti,  which  we  have  a  right  to  pass,  and  of 
Tbicb  Great  Britain  cannot  justly  complain. 
Great  Britain  herself  adopts  commercial  regula- 
tions, which  go  to  interaict  the  productions  of 
other  conntries.  This  she  is  in  the  daily  habit  of 
doing — her  whole  commercial  system  is  a  system 
of  monopoly  and  exclusion.  Her  East  India  trade 
is  a  monopoly  ;  and  our  trade  to  her  West  India 
islands  is  carried  on  as  a  favor.  In  peace  she 
entirety  sbnis  up,  and  in  war  opens  partiallv  her 
ports  in  that  quarter.  "We  do  not  quarrel  witn  her 
on  ihisacconni — we  do  not  cry  out  it  is  a  war  mea- 
sure. Look  at  her  navigation  met.  She  puts  tbe 
commerce  of  all  other  nations  in  chains,  She 
wants  to  engroio  the  commerce  of  the  whole  civ- 
ilized world. 

If  we  concede  this  princitde  lo  Great  Britain 
we  must  make  a  like  eoacessian  to  France^  who 
will  undoubtedly  capiare  oar  vessels  tradmg  to 
the  British  islands.  France  would  have  tbe  same 
right  to  do  it  that  Btitain  has.  If  we  abandon  it, 
we  violate  our  neutrality,  by  giving  to  one  of  the 
betliKerent  nations  a  right  not  possessed  by  her  at 
the  Mginning  of  the  war. 

I  believe  these  unjust  aggressions  of  Britain 
have  arisen  from  a  spirit  of  eommerciai  rivalry, 
which  is  alarmed  at  our  great  aud  iDcreasing  rev- 
enue. In  1790j  our  revenue  amounted  lo  about 
two  millions — in  1796,  it  amonnted  to  six  mil- 
lions— in  1804,  it  amonnted  to  upwards  of  twelve 
millions;  and  for  the  last  year  it  may  be  esti- 
mated at  thirteen  millions.  Our  trade  has  in- 
creased  beyond  all  cateulalion,  and  this  has  exci- 
ted the  iealousy  of  Britain.  We  have  seventy 
thousand  seamen,  and  a  million  tons  of  shipping. 
At  tbe  peace  of  1763,  we  did  not  possess  over  two 
hundred  thousand  tons.  Our  exports  and  imports 
have  increased  in  an  equal  proportion.  In  tbe  last 
returns  they  are  slated  at  seventy-five  millions, 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  a  great  aogmenta- 
lion  for  the  present  year.  Great  Britain  makes 
these  aggressions  on  our  rights,  calculating  on  our 
divisions.  Let  us  be  united  in  resisting  them,  and 
we  shall  hear  no  more  of  her  injustice.  lo  sup* 
port  of  this  measure  I  will  endeavor  to  prove  that 
this  trade  is  carried  on  with  American  capital,  in 
opposition  to  the  allegation  ;hat  it  covers  enemies' 
property.    If  it  cao  be  proved  to  be  American  pro- 


perty, I  suppose  gentlemeo  will  be  willing  to  pro- 
tect it.  I  rely  on  the  documents  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.    The  commercial  genilen -- 


ican  capital.  He  has  shown,  from  the  Treasury 
statements,  that  21,371,311  dollars  worth  of  pro- 
duce of  the  West  indies  has  come  to  this  country 
the  last  year,  and  that  an  equivalent  amount  was 
sent  from  ibis  country,  and  sold  in  tbe  West  Indies. 
The  calculation  is  sufficiently  correct.  I  have  ex- 
amined it.  The  estimate  is  made  upon  the  sales 
of  the  outward  cargoes,  and  upon  the  fair  cost  of 
tbe  produce  in  that  country.  The  documents  on 
your  table  prove  this,  and  tne  same  thing  may  be 
established  with  regard  to  the  trade  to  Europe. 
!  find  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, there  is  exported  to  France,  Spain,  Italy,  and 
Holland,  to  the  amount  of  924,S69,1U  in  foreign 
goods,  and  of  our  own  productions  we  export  to 
those  countries  913,189,000.  These  two  sums, 
added  together,  amountio  $36,442,114.  All  these 
countries  are  enemies  of  Great  Britain.  The 
amouDtofimporTatioQs  from  these  couDtties  is  only 
$25,475,000,  the  balance  being  about  $11,000,000 
in  our  favor.  It  follows  that  we  import  from 
these  countries  eleven  millions  less  than  we  export 
lo  ^em.  There  is  also  the  amount  gained  on  tha 
sales  in  Enrope.  This  may  be  fairly  estimated  at 
four  or  five  millions  of  dollars.  What  becomes 
of  the  difierence?  It  goes  loEndand  inpayment 
of  her  balance  against  the  United  States,  amount- 
ing on  an  average  to  fourteen  millions;  this  bal- 
ance exceeded  fourteen  millions  tbe  last  year. 
This  balance  is  made  up  by  remittances  from  the 
olfaerbelligerent  countries.  Youcould  pay  Britaia 
this  balance  in  no  other  way.  Could  you  get  the 
specie  in  sufficient  quantity  from  other  conntries.  01 
from  yonr  own  to  pay  this  immense  balance  1  You 
could  not  do  it.  It  is  impossible.  It  is  remitted 
by  bills  of  exchange  from  Italy,  from  Spain,  from 
France,and  particularly  Holland.  ADdyet,strange 
to  tell,  this  is  the  very  fund  upon  which  Great  Bri- 
tain iscontiouallymakiogdepredations,  and  which 
some  gentlemen,  so  fond  of  tbetrade  we  carry  on 
with  Britain,  are  anxious  to  destroy  by  withdraw- 
ing alt  protection  from  it. 

The  nonorable  Speaker  does  not  seem  to  knotr 
how  this  balance  stands.  He  cannot  depend  on 
the  information  he  receives  from  your  custom 
houses.  But  though  he  may  not  rely  on  the  accu- 
racy of  your  export  to  particular  countries,  as  a 
vessel  does  not  always  go  to  the  port  for  which 
she  clears,  be  may  implicitly  rely  on  the  state  of 
tbe  imports ;  there  can  be  no  deception  io  the  im- 
ports, and  the  value  of  tl>e  exports  cannot  be  ma- 
terially erroneous;  and  he  may  rest  satisfied  that 
if  Great  Britain  seizes  property  destined  to  bellig- 
erent nations,  your  merchants  will  be  unable  to 
pay  her  the  balance  they  owe  her.  But  it  is  said 
t  do  not  undeistaod  calculation  ;  and  tbe  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Rahdolpd^  has  made  an 
allusion  to  a  debate  on  a  former  occasion,  but  which 
has  DO  possible  bearing  on  the  preiient  question. 
On  that  occasion  I  said,  that  if  I  were  to  buy  three 
per  cents.  I  should  ha  obliged  to  give  for  them 
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more  tb&a  one  half  ibeir  DOminal  Bmount;  bul 
(hai  if  I  meaot  to  keep  ibem  I  would  eoc  cIiook 
to  Kive  more — and  1  say  so  dill.  The  only  quei- 
lioD,  however,  air,  before  ui  ii,  whelber  we  will 
interdict  ihe  importalioD  of  Briliab  g«odi  1  We  are 
DoiGzJQS  the  ralue  of  tbreeor  six  per  cent,  itocks. 
We  are  driven  to  the  Decewity  of  taking  some 
measures  to  compel  Qrcat  Britain  to  do  us  justice. 
Her  friends,  however,  do  not  wish  the  non-impor- 
tatioD  measure  ever  to  go  into  operation ;  tbejr 
hope  that  Britain  will  do  us  justice,  rather  tbao 
submit  to  the  injuries  it  wilt  ioDict  upon  her.  But 
if  she  will  not  release  our  sailors,  and  restore  or 
makepaymentforourships,  Ido  wisbit  logointo 
opefaiion,  and  to  continue  until  ahe  has  restored 
toem.  The  luxury  of  a  woollen  blanket  is  not 
aucb  as  I  wish  to  eojof  at  the  expense  of  the  rights 
and  honor  of  my  country.    The  gentleman  from 


telinquish  a  luxury  of  tbat  eature.  But  I  would 
lather  submit  to  be  elothed  in  a  bear  skin — rather 
than  submit  to  this  degradaiioD  I  would  agree  not 
to  wear  a  single  article  of  British  manufacture 
during  my  life.  Sir,  I  would  rather  go  naked.  I 
ask  paidgn  of  the  Cotnuitiee,  but  I  speak  the  hon- 
est sentiments  of  my  heart. 

1  will  not  however  detain  the  Committee  with 
mauy  additional  remarks :  I  will  only  call  on  gen- 
tlemen not  to  sacrifice  Ihe  best  interests  of  com- 
merce, by  giviog  way  to  the  priociple  which  Bri- 
laiu  has  assumed.  In  sacrificing  them,  wiU  they 
not  at  the  same  time  sacrifice  tbe  interests  of  agri- 
culture? I  cannot  see  a  distinction  between  them. 
Without  we  protect  commerce,  what  can  we  do 
wilii  our  surplus  productions?  But  because  we 
coll  upon  you  to  protect  commerce,  are  we  to  he 
stigmatized  as  ihe  friends  of  a  fraudulent  trade  ? 
No ;  we  arc  willing  to  let  those  who  cover  enemy's 
property  with  a  neutral  flag  lake  care  of  them- 
selves. I  am  further  charged  with  a  wish  to  meat 
Oreat  Britain  in  war.  But,  sir,  I  have  no  such 
wish :  my  otily  wish  is  to  obtain  an  honorable  com- 
pensation for  the  injuries  she  has  committed.  We 
are  charged  with  going  back  to  the  times  of  the 
BevoluiLon,and  comparing  liieiempcT  of  our  coun- 
try at  tbat  time  with  its  present  temper.  Sir,  I 
iraa  a  child  when  the  Revolutionary  war  com- 
menced— I  have  scarcely  a  recollection  of  the 
times  of  the  Revolution ;  out  would  such  language 
BB  we  bare  heard  on  this  occasion  been  then  tolera- 
ted 7  Thai  a  gentleman  should  get  up  and  tell  us 
we  ought  to  succumb  to  Britain,  because  she  had 
800  ships  on  the  ocean,  isastooiahing  lo  me.  Ican- 
aol  comprehend  its  tendency.  Such  senlimenis 
were  not  uttered  during  tie  Revolution,  Then, 
with  a  population  of  two  and  a  half  millions,  we 
boldly  met  that  nation,  and  triumphed  over  her 
«rms;  and  if  necessary,  we  can  meet  her  again, 
or  any  other  nation  that  shall  treat  us  with  the 
same  injustice.  Under  tike  circumstances  I  would 
meet  Fraiice,  Spain,  or  Sogland — I  would  meet 
them  all  collectively,  if  necessary,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  we  would  be  a  maich  for  them  all,  though 
for  tayiog  BO  I  may  be  dauomiaated  a  madman. 
I  would  bold  this  language  if  I  belonged  to  one  of 


the  smallest  nations  of  the  earth — I  would  hold  it 
were  I  a  citizen  of  tbe  petty  Republic  of  St.  Mar- 
ino,— were  my  rights  invaded  I  would  ^bt  till  1 
could  fight  no  longer.  Do  you  want  to  damp  tbe 
ardor  of  the  American  people,  because  Great  Bri- 
tain and  France  are  powerful  nations,  and  The 
former  has  determioea  to  annihilate  out  com- 
merce! Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  no  public  speaker, 
and  I  have  not  arranged  my  ideas,  or  clothed  tbeai 
in  the  language  I  could  have  wished;  but  I  fc 
say  we  have  reached  a  crisis  wbicti  imp — '' — '~ 
demands  the  adopt! 


imperion 


from  impairing,  will  promote  tl 
culture.  For,  air.  they  are  iJiseparaUe ;  they  ale 
twin-sisters — children  of  one  birth,  of  the  ante 
parents,  begotten  by  one  common  father — they 
must  live  or  die  together — you  caoooi  separate 
them— by  sacrificing  tbe  ooe  you  sacrifice  the 
oUier.  Mote  than  this,  sir,  the  paople  of  this  coiui- 
try  will  not  submit  to  these  aggresaioiis  on  thear 
righiB.  The  peojjeare  both  agricultural  and  com- 
mercial, and  they  know  thai  ine  fall  of  commerce 
will  be  soon  followed  by  the  destruction  of  agri- 
culture. And  should  this  Congress  or  any  otaer 
abandon  their  commercial  rights,  they  will  send 
other  men  to  represent  them.  Taey  ought  to  do 
it,  and  you  may  be  assured  they  will  do  it.  Mr. 
Chairman,  what  is  to  become  (d  the  surplus  pt»- 
ductioQs  of  agriculture?  Shall  they  be  stiflered 
to  rot  or  perish  in  your  warehouses  or  on  your 
plantations')  If  they  cannot  be  aold  abroad,  and 
the  returns  be  permitted  to  be  made  to  this  couii' 
try,  and  afterwards  re-exported,  thiswiU  be  the 
case  with  a  taige  part.  What  will  become  of  a 
number  of  peraoos  employed  in  agriculture  ?   Will 

eiu  dispose  of  the  slaves  in  the  Southern  Siales? 
enilemen  will  not  consent  to  iL  Then,  I  say, 
afibrd  a  reasonable  protectioa  to  commerce. 

Sir,  I  must  have  fatigued  the  Committee — I  feat 
I  have  been  ttoublMoma  at  this  late  hour  of  the 
day— I  hope  I  will  be  pardoned.  Weak  and  feeble 
as  (IBS  been  taj  defence,  and  the  support  I  have 
attempted  togive  this  reaolution,  I  have  done  what 
I  considered  a  duty,  and  I  trust  my  motives  will 
not  be  called  in  question.  I  shall  aol  trouble  the 
Committee  any  luribet  oa  this  subject. 

[It  beiiig  tbe  usual  hour  of  adjou/ameal^  Mr. 
Smilig  moved  [hat  the  Committee  should  rise,  atLd 
said  that  he  would  to-morrow  agree  to  take  up  in 
committee  tbe  propositioa  of  the  gentlemaa  from 
Maryland.  The  CommiHee  then  roae,  and  the 
House  adjontned.] 

TuDBSDaT,  March  13. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  antrnd- 
ments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitlad 
''An  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the 
government  of  the  armies  of  tbe  United  Stales;" 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  Tbat  tbe  said  amendments,  txigetber 
with  the  bill,  be  referred  to  Mr.  VaBNOH,  Mr.  S^it,- 
LT,  Mr.  EEHaK,  Mr.  Covihotok,  Ur.  E£u.t, 
Mr.  OooDWTH,  and  Mr.  Tallmadse. 

A  measafe  fiom  the  Senate  iuCozmed  tbe  Hotue 
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that  the  Srauite  hsre  appoioled  a  cotnmitlee,  on 
their  pan,  lo  join  with  auch  cooiiDiliee  as  ibe 
Hoote  of  Repreieatatives  may  appoiat,  to  con- 
sider Bnd  report  what  bosiDest  is  DecesMif  to  be 
doDe  bf  Coogreis,  in  the  preseot  EenioD. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seeoaded  that  the  Hot»a 
do  conte  to  the  fudlowing  rMolntion : 

JUaohed,  That  Major  Osncnl  Arthar  St.  CUir  ba 
heard  at  the  bar  of  (he  Hook  is  rapport  of  lue  daim. 

Order^  That  ibe  said  rcBolatioD  do  Ue  on  ib« 
Uble. 

On  motion,  it  whs 

RetOlKd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lav  before  (his  House  the  names  of 
the  persons  in  wnosa  favor  bills  have  been  drawn 
on  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
Ministers  of  the  United  States  near  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  under  the  stiputationaof  the  Coa- 
reniioti  between  the  United  States  and  France, 
concluded  at  Paris,  on  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  gpecifyioK  as 
far  as  nossiole,  the  amount  and  nature  of  each 
particular  claim  for  which  bills  were  so  drawn. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Raolved  That  ihePostmailer  General  be  direct- 
ed lo  lay  before  this  House  a  list  of  the  names  of 
the  persons  who  have  madfi  contracts  for  carrying 
the  mail  of  the  United  Stales,  since  the  last  day 
of  December,  one  thonsand  eij^ht  hundred  and 
four,  specifying  the  terms  and  duration  of  each 
cdfltract,  respectively. 

IMPORTATIOMS  PHOM  OBBAT  BRITAIN. 

The  HoDse  a|[ain  resolved  itself  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union— Mr. 
OHEoa'e  resolution  still  under  coosideiaiion. 

Mr.  Leib. — From  the  course  which  has  been 
pursued  for  several  davs.  I  am  induced  to  move 
that  the  CommiilSB  oi  the  Whole  on  the  sute  of 
the  Union  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  this  resolution,  and  that  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey.  WithoDt  entering  into 
the  merits  of  the  resolution,  I  will  confine  myself 
to  slating  the  reasons  on  which  1  make  this  mo- 
tion. I  did  expect,  when,  this  subject  first  name 
under  discussion,  to  have  heard  BOmethiag  re- 
specliDg  ita  merita ;  that  a  eompaiison  wonldhave 
Mendiawu  betweca  the  advantages  and  disad- 
vaatages  libel^y  to  ensue  to  the  United  States  from 
ita  adoption,  loatead  of  which  I  fonnd  my  col- 
leagoe  tailing  round  the  coast  without  examining 
its  lendeney  or  beating.  He  told  tis  itwas  paei&o, 
and,  in  the  tame  breatb^id  it  struck  a  dagger 
into  the  vitals  of  C^at  Britain.  If,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  were  to  strike  a  dagger  at  yeu,  wontd  yeu  irat 
consider  it  a  hostile  act?  And  yet  this  meaanre 
is  said  to  be  pacific,  and  it  is  represented  as  haviitg 
no  tendency  to  war.  When  this  measure  was 
first  proposed,  I  was  in  faroi  of  it ;  I  was  impelled 
hj  my  feelings  aoainst  Qreat  Britain,  whose  inju- 
riea  I  nensibly  felt.  But  I  have  since  listened  to 
the  arguments  adduced  in  its  favor  by  my  col- 
leanes.  What  ate  lhay7  Did  tbey  speak  of  ita 
proBia  and  las* ;  did  they  show  that  it  would  be 
advantageous   to  thia  country  1    lutend  of  this 


they  talked  (rf  Mtional  honor.    But,  on  this  rain 
jeoi,  1  agree  with  the  poet : 

**  Act  well  your  part,  there  all  the  honor  Ilea." 
I  am  not  disposed  lo  b»  a  duellist  for  national 
honor.  I  am  disposed  to  view  this  as  a  queetion 
of  profit  and  loes ;  and  if  the  toea  will  be  greater 
than  the  gain,  to  rcJMi  it ;  and  it  is  because  I 
think  that  the  United  States  will  incur  ntore  toes 
than  profit  bv  it.  that  I  wish  to  get  rid  of  it.  I 
believe  it  will  have  a  warlike  aspect,  and  lhere> 
fore  I  am  against  it  I  have  no  idea  of  fightiM 
all  the  world.  I  hope,  frott  the  oOOTm  which  lh» 
diacuaaimi  baa  taken,  aad  froni  the  conviction 
which  ft  haa  produced  of  the  inability  of  tbeUn^ 
ted  States  to  carry  (hii  meaawre  ioia  effect,  thitf 
we  will  eater  on  tba  discosaion  of  some  oUter 
meaanre  more  likely  to  be  affeolual.  I  aea  williiw 
lo  get  rid  of  this  reaolotion  in  the  easiest  way,  awl 
I  therefore  move  yim  to  disehargetbe  CoBKiUe«' 
from  its  further  consideration. 

Mr.  Ai.rroN.— The  i^lleraan  boitMna  bis  mo- 
tion on  the  idea  that  this  is  the  most  ready  way 
to  get  rid  of  the  resolution ;  but,  on  this  motion, 
the  lubjecl  remains  aa  much  before  you  aa  if  tJM 
discussion  were  on  the  resolution.  If,  however, 
we  are  p«mi(ted  lo  go  iate  tht  Coramitiee  of  ilw 
Whole,  we  may  thnr  refuse  to  take  it  up  wilbont 
any  diicasstoo,  and  we  mny  then  tato  up  any 
other  resolution. 

Mr.  Lbib.— There  is  no  dovbt  the  genltemsn 
thinks  his  path  the  scraightest,  and  his  coooep- . 
lions  the  most  luminous.  I  do  not  like,  however^ 
this  resolation  remaining  on  tlia  table;  as  it  will 
still  remain  in  ibe  power  of  the  Goumittee  to 
call  it  op- 
Mr.  Sm  I  LIB.— Whether  the  eonrse  icoommend- 
ed  by  my  colleague  be  the  best,  theHease  will 
judge;  but  he  has  assigned  a  eurioas  reason  for 
It.  I  ihinkJiesaid,  at  lirstha  waaln  Avorof  Ike 
resolution. 

Mr.  Lna  eijidained,  by  oheerving  that  he  had 
said  his  impnnion  at  fifst  was  in  favor  of  the. 
resolution. 

Mr.  SmuiE.— That  was  ju«  what  I  stated. 
The  gentlemen  expected,  it  seems,  also,  to  have 
heanf  wonders,  which  he  has  not  heard.  It  is- 
possible  that  that  gentleman's  mind  may  take  a 
nigber  tone  than  mine  j  and  ha  may  haveexpect- 
eda  superior  discnssion  to  that  which  thiasuDJeet' 
has  received  ;  bat  I  am  not  ashamed  to  say  that  I 
have  received  light  from  this  diseutaion.  Iihink,i 
indeed,  the  question  has  been  prMty  well  exantia- 
ed.  1  have,  in  this  business,  wished  for  peace — I 
have  labored  for  it— and  thoagh  I  approve  ibia. 
resoluiioD  above  any  other,  I  am  willing  to  part'- 
from  it  to  meet  thoee  ofmy  brethren,  whoae  sin- 
cere wiih  it  is  to  do  aoatething.  I  know  it  a  best . 
to  do  somelbing  that  shall  appear  lo  be  the 
sense  of  (he  nation.  I  am  wiUiogi  therefore,  to 
meet  on  middle  ground.  I  have  another  objee- 
tioo  to  the  course  recommended  by  my  colleague. 
Some  gentlemen  cannot  be  satisfied  without  en- 
joying a  iriumpb.  I  should  bp  willing  to  indulge' 
them  in  these  feetinga  if  1  thought  they  deserved 
one,  bat  I  do. not  uink  they  lo.    If  tbny  wish: 
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pace  preserved,  and  ire  devlroas  of  ferTing  Ifaeir 
CDuntrv,  thef  wil(  deprecate  the  effects  oi  s  mes- 
■nre  wnich  m&y  disLress  and  divide  Da. 

Mr.  Eably.— 1  rejoice  that  tbis  motion  is  made, 
u  t  had,  in  troth,  intended  (o  nuke  it  mrwlf-  It 
ivtll  be  recoltecied  that,wheQiDCoininiiteeDf  the 
Whole,  I  made  a  motion  to  pave  the  waf  fortab- 
miitiog  [0  the  Hooae  (hit  motion,  in  part,  which 
I  iateuded  to  make,  at  it  embraces  both  toe  reeo- 
Iniioos  of  [he  gentlemen  from  PenngriTania  end 
Hen  Jersey.  I  consider  (he  tiro  resolatioDs  as  of 
the  same  family.  It  must  be  apparent  to  erery 
member  of  the  Hoase  that  the  saoject  ii  ezhaittt- 
ed,  so  much  M  that  yeoterday  we  were  enteTtaiii- 
ed  for  several  hours  with  answers  made  to  the 
UfomeDia  of  gentlemen  who  intended  to  vote  on 
the  same  side.  Qenllemen  declare  ihemselres  io 
fiTor  of  an  accommodation,  who,  though  they 
ctnnot  vote  for  this  measure,  are  willing  to  adopt 
•ome  other.  It  was  in  this  spirit  that  I  made  a 
motion  yesterday,  and  it  is  in  the  same  spirit  that 
lam  in  faror  of  the  coune  now  proposed.  Let 
m,  then,  take  this  business  out  of  the  power  of 
the  Committee,  and  place  it  under  the  control  of 
the  House,  who  may  make  sncfa  disposition  of  it 
H  they  may  think  propw.  1  do  not  feel  particu- 
larly anxious  as  to  the  ooune  which  shall  then  be 
porsued.  If  any  geoileman  will  then  move  to 
postpone  the  reaoIutioD  to  a  day  certain,  I  will 

Mr.  Snilii  considered  (be  conrse  recommend- 
ed by  the  geaileman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
ALaroN,)  most  correet  When  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  we  may  agree  not  to  consider  the  les- 
olmion,  and  to  consider  some  other.  The  resolu- 
tion under  conitidetation  may,  in  the  meaotime, 
remain  before  ibe  Committee,  subject  to  being 
acted  upon  at  any  f»t»re  period,  should  we  agree 
to  no  other. 

Mr.  O.  W.  Campbell.— I  feel  a  little  snrprised 
•t  the  sentiment  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Qeorgia,  >s  I  did  undersuad  htm  yesterday,  as 
baTiog  isxpresaed  himself  willing  to  adopt  the 
coarse  pointed  out  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina.  I  do  believe  that  course  most  prsper, 
and  I  do  not  see  any  reason  for  a  diBerent  course. 
I  am  against  discharging  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  from  (he  eontideratioD  of  this  reeolndon. 
1  can  see  no  use  in  this,  unless  to  give  genilemen 
Ike  appearance  of  a  triumph.  Though  I  beliere 
there  is  a  decided  majority  at  present  agaiost  the 
adoption  of  either  the  resolution  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  PennsylTinia,  or  that  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  I  do  not  know 
whether  a  week  hence  there  may  not  be  a  majority 
tefhror  of  one  of  them,  in  consequence  of  receiv- 
ing further  information.  Under  (bis  impression,  I 
hope  the  resolutions  wiU  be  permitted  (o  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  J.  Bandolpb. — I  do  not  know,  Mr.  Chair- 
man that  I  understand  (he  qaesdon,  unless  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  and  his  friends  are 
willing  tbR(  their  favori(e  messore  should  be 
atrangled  in  (he  dark,  from  an  unwillingness  (hi 
it  should  suffer  a  political  death.  The  (wo  gcL 
dMien  from  PeotuyWaaU  have  produced  between 


them  a  bantling,  and  have  offered  it  to  the  House. 
We  do  not  like  it,  and  they  are  for  forcing  it  upon 
us.  We  revolt  at  this,  and  what  do  they  taj  1 
They  allow  (hey  cannot  carry  it;  but  say  thnt,  to 
discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  its 
further  eon siderai ton,  wilt  be  to  cover  certain  per- 
tons  with  political  disgrace.  They  are,  therefore, 
for  going  jnto  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
when  they  ^et  in  Committee,  refusing  them  leave 


utar  for  a  Committee  to  refuse  to  decide  on  (be 
business  submitted  to  them  by  the  House  7  hft 
us  either  adopt  or  rejec(  the  resolution,  or  dis- 
charge the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  its 
farther  consideration.  For  what  purpose  was  it 
referred  to  a  Commilteel  For  the  pnipose  of 
not  being  acted  on  1  For  the  purpoac  of  our 
going  in(o  Commidee  and  then  refusing  to  act 
upon  iti  Will  gentlemen  refuse  to  discha^  the 
Cnniiaittee  from  the  very  reMiIuiion  Ibey  do  not 
mean  toact  on  T  1  do  not  understand  this.  I(  is 
beyond  my  depth.  Gentlemen  should  have  pon- 
dered welt  before  they  brought  forward  this  meas- 
ure. 'They  should  have  felt  for  the  support  on 
which  to  rest  it ;  and  if  ihey  are  ashamed  of  now 
trying  this  in  sport,  they  should  withdraw  their 
resolution.  They  ask  too  much  when  they  cara- 
ptain  of  the  course  we  propose  to  pursue.  Should 
the  resolution  continue  in  its  present  state,  it  is 
liable  to  be  called  up  at  any  hour,  when  there 
may  be  a  (fain  HoQse,  and  after  gentlemen  saj 
the^  do  not  mean  to  act  upon  it.  II  ihe  House  do 
go  into  Committee,  I  hope  the  icsolniion  will  be 
acted  on,  and  discussed — for  though  genilemen 
have  said  (hesubjec(isexfaau5(ed.  I  do  not  believe 
it  is  exhausted,  though  thev  may  be. 

Mr.  Conrad  said,  his  wish  was  to  cultivate  har- 
mony He  wished  (nis  was  (he  sentiment  of  every 
member — he  hoped  it  was.  If  (hose  who  were 
for  taking  s(ronger  eround,  were  willing  to  accom- 
moda(e,  he  hoped  (aey  would  be  met  in  a  spirit  of 
amity — he  hoped  there  woiUd  be  a  strong  vote  in 
favor  of  [he  measures  adopted  tocosrince  this 
people  and  the  world  we  are  not  so  timid  as  mme 
gentlemen  seemed  to  imagine.  He  was  in  favor 
of  the  course  pointed  out  by  the  gentleman  froin 
North  Carolina. 

Mr.STAHTOir. — Mr.  Chairman,  the  resolution  on 
your  table  is  considered,  by  the  enemies  ot  it,  a 
war  measure.  Is  it  possible  that  men  of  inform- 
ation or  common  sense  should  riew  it  as  a  hostile 
measure?  1  disavow  that  opinion.  The  idea  ia 
chimerical.  It  is,  in  fHct,>  commercial  measure ; 
the  regulation  of  which  is  rested  in  Congress  by 
the  Constitution.  But,  we  are  told,  it  will  lead  to 
war.  Such  a  construction  might  be  ptil  on  our 
revenue  laws,  and  many  other  of  our  other  public 
aels.  Such  inferences  are  whimsical.  Sir,  the 
honorable  member  from  Virginia  telb  the  HoU!^ 
we  have  a  negotiation  pending  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  we  ought  to  wai(  (he  result.  I  ask  how 
long — aeven  years — ootil  our  commerce  it  anat- 
failated,  and  three  thousand  more  of  our  citiieot 
impressed  into  the  service  of  Great  Britain  T  The 
Bzeeulive  has  repeatedly  remonsdated,  but  to  no 
parpoee.    The  gentleman  has  commenced  a  vol- 
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niBtti,  sad  tells  the  Honse  we  tried  DegotiaiioD 
wilh  Spain,  and  failed — ai  the  same  time  arera 
there  is  no  Spain — it  is  France  and  BoDaparle, 
and  Tallef  rand ;  they  have  tiiiUjed  Spain  out  of 
her  existence.  He  proceeds,  and  asks  the  Hoase 
this  question — can  you  expect  Qreat  Britain  will 
respect  our  neutral  flat;  at  the  expease  of  her  ex- 
isieace — is  she  not  fighting  for  her  life  1  aad  tells 
ns  that  the  combined  fleets  of  Holland,  France, 
and  Spain,  are  no  more,  and  that  Great  Britain 
Iws  eight  hundred  shjpx-of-the-lioe,  including 
other  smaller  fesaela  of  war;  and  Russia  is  the 
second  Power  of  continental  fiurope,  with  half  a 
miition  of  hardy  troops — wilh  sixty  sail  of-the* 
line  and  thirty  millions  of  subiects  ;  a  territory 
more  extensive  than  onr  own  ;  (Dat  she  is  a  store- 
house for  the  British  navy,  and  solemnly  warns 
Da  before  we  enter  into  a  contest  public  or  prirate, 
be  stire  you  hare  foriitade  enough  to  go  through 
with  il — if  you  mean  war,  say  so,  end  prepare 
for  it.  Behold  the  disrespect  in  which  France 
holds  neutral  rights  on  land  !  as  though  we  were 
bound  to  tamely  submit  to  the  nnprovoked  in- 
sults of  Great  Britain,  because  France  is  playing 
the  saiQe  game  on  the  eonlioeot  of  Europe — for 
he  smoothly  slides  over  the  nefarious  conduct  of 
Great  Britain^  to  the  imprtssnent  of  our  citizens, 
and  dwelli  with  apparent  delight  on  the  omnipo- 
tence of  the  British  nsTy.  t  am  at  a  toss  to  ac- 
count for  this  miraculous  conrersion  of  the  gen- 
tleman to  the  British  interest.  lam  ready  to  say, 
with  astonishment,  obi  how  is  the  mighty  fallen, 
how  is  the  fine  gold  become  dim,  tell  it  not  in  the 
streets  of  Askelon,  Jest  the  tyrants  of  Europe  and 
the  aristocrats  of  iVew  England  rejoice  I  Pardon. 
sir,  the  digression.  Hehasiojudiciouslyattackeo 
the  official  invulnerable  character  of  the  Execu- 
tive and  Head  of  Department.  I  have  quoted  a 
line  or  two  from  the  best  of  books.  Sir,  it  is  to  be 
deplored,  that  a  man  of  brilliant  talents,  and  great 
tnerii  should,  hv  his  poignant  irony,  hareincre«s«d 
the  number  of^  his  oppouenia;  bat,  why  should  I 
wonder  1  That  was  ibe  oase  with  the  celebrated 
French  orator,  Mitabeau,  whose  predominant  paa- 
■ion  and  insatiable  thirst  for  pre-eminence  led 
him  into  numerous  errors  and  inconsistencies; 
add  to  this  the  f^atleman's  fMidness  for  Cabinet 
rank  and  Utopian  glory.  But,  notwithstanding 
this  dereliction  from  the  principles  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  I  hope  he  will  not  long  continue 
•ovebped  in  the  fog  of  aristocracy,  but  reassume 
bL^  former  honotabie  and  useful  station.  Mi. 
Speaker,  is  it  not  a  great  misforttine  that  a  gen- 
tleman of  superior  talents  and  elegance  should 
speak  day  after  day  without  making  a  single  con- 
▼ert  or  disciple?  The  gentleman  now  flatters 
kimaelf  that  the  friends  oftheresolutionwill  aban- 
don it ;  and  he  affirm*  that  they  are  ashamed  of 
it,  and  despair  of  its  adoption.  Let  thai  be  as  it 
may,  I  can  assure  the  honorable  member  I  am  not 
ashamed  of  it,  and  wish  to  occupy  higher  ground 
and  stronger  measures— even  a  non-intercourse 
with  Great  Britain — nnlesa  she  will  discontiitue 
her  piratical  measurea against  us,  by  a  restoration 
ef  properly  and  a  libeniion  of  Anerican  citizess. 


A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  on  my  rie^ht, 
who  is  in  unison  wilh  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, tells  yon  the  citizens  are  destitute  of  forti* 
tude  sufficient  to  abstain  from  the  use  of  many  of 
the  articles  contained  in  the  resolution  on  yotu 
table — paiticalarly  coarse  woollen  cloths — the 
people  are  so  attached  to  Uiem  by  habit,  sir,  if 
they  were  given  to  the  laborer  they  would  oome 
dear  by  paying  the  tailor's  bill  for  makinff  them 
up;  a  seven-knot  breeze  of  wind  would  blow  out 
the  filling,  and  leave  but  tittle  remnining. 

Sir,  the  people  of  New  Eoglnnd  at  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  Revolniionary  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and  previous  to  an  open  rnptnre,  poasew* 
ed  fortitude  sufficient  to  totally  abstain  from  the 
use  of  British  manufactures  for  years,  and  the 
ladies  voluntarily  disGontinued  the  use  of  theii 
favorite,  delicious  India  shrub,  in  order  to  obtain 
liberty  and  independence.  The  gentleman't  age 
does  not  permit  him  to  remember  these  nobleaeu 
of  patriotism,  which  are  fresh  in  my 'recollection. 

Sir,  the  honorable  member  from  Virginia  is 
ftilly  prepared  to  go  to  war  with  all  the  Povera 
of  Europe,  exc^l  Great  Briiain.  As  for  Spain, 
who  he  wishes  to  fight,  she  is  annihilated,  and 
cannot  be  found;  she  has  sunk  under  the  wing  of 
Talleyrand.  I  presnme  the  gentlemen  will  poa- 
sesB  prudence  enongh  not  to  risk  himself  on  the 
watery  element,  nor  near  the  seashore,  lest  the 
voracious  shark  should  attilck  bim,  and  deprive 
him  of  his  proboscis.  The  gentleman  generouslT 
continue*  to  give  you  wholesome  advice.  Gel  ria 
of  your  national  debt ;  it  is  a  dead  weight,  that 
craipps  your  measures — I  am  free  to  confess,  thia 
is  the  best  jrari  of  his  harangue,  and  the  only  part 
that  has  weight  in  it — and  tben,  he  says,  you  may 
bid  defiance  to  all  the  world.  Sir,thia  is  compre- 
beoaive  and  strong  language;  it  puts  me  in  mind 
of  the  young  man  who  expressed  a  wish  to  his 
father,  that  all  the  people  in  the  world  were  dead, 
except  himself  and  nis  brother  Jonathan;  for  then, 
he  said,  they  would  bnv  and  sell  land  and  get 
money  like  all  the  world. 

Where  a  nation  is  insulted,  a«  we  are,  the  stale 
doctrine  of  passive  obedience  and  non-resistance 
ill  becomes  an  independent  nation,  much  less  the 
American  character.  Such  pusUlaoimous  con- 
duct will  not  obtain  redress.  Mr.  Chairman,  when 
I  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  nefarious  con- 
duct of  the  British  Qavernmeoi  toward  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  consult  ra^  feelings,  my  very  soul 
is  fired  wilh  just  indignation  at  the  unprovoked 
insults  offered  the  American  flag,  and  the  pirati- 
cal and  sysiematical  plundering  system  adopted 
by  the  Oovernment  of  Great  Britain  against 
neutral  rights.  I  am  almost  as  anxious  to  ouke 
war  against  Great  Britain  as  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Virginia  is  to  make  war  against  Spain,  if 
she  was  to  be  found.  But,  sir,  in  cooler  moments 
of  serious  reflection,  the  tittle  judgment  I  possess 
dictates  to  me  to  avoid  war,  as  one  of  the  worst 
evils  that  can  or  does  afflict  a  people.  Thecalami- 
ties  inseparable  from  war  are  incalculable.  Under 
this  view  of  the  subject,  I  am  induced  to  believe 
that  the  interest  of  mv  country,  and  the  happiness 
of  the  Stale  I  have  the  honor  to  reprflNni,  will 
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not  pemrit  me  lo  indulge  hit  nMntmni ;  bein| 
persuaded  that  nBtions,  as  well  a.3  iadiTidaala,  are 
g«Ternvd  b7  later«»t,  I  am  led  to  hope  that  the 
meniim  eoBiemiilated  in  ihe  resoluiion  on  foar 
taUe  will  have  a  Ikvorable  eSecI  oo  our  Dcgotia* 
tfcHi*  DOW  peodinz  with  Qraat  Btiiain.  I  afasU 
giT»mr  Tote  IB  &Toiof  ibe  reaotniion. 

Ht.  Okioo  said,  ha  did  not  feel  in  the  leaat  hnrt 
by  the  motioa  madebr  the geallemcD  from  Ooor- 
0\  When  be  bid  hiMthBresoluiioa  on  ibe  tabic, 
Eia  wish  wa*  that  it  might  reeaive  a  fair  disciM- 
fitm  ;  anA  ha  had  tmdcrtaketi  lo  aiaign  biareaaotas 
ID  hTor  of  it.  He  iboald  eonaider  a  diwba^[e  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  ••  eqaivalent  to  a 
njeciion  of  the  resolotton.  He  Bftoald  net  coo- 
■Mar  the  friends  of  the  mature  involved  ib  dia- 
gnee  if  tfai*  motion  shovld  prerail.  They  bad 
dene  their  dotr,  and  he  did  not  thiok  there  wm 
may  diwraoe  in  being  in  a  minoriiir.  The  wi>rld, 
the  nation,  woald  judge  whether  ihdr  deeinoa 
wu  right  or  WTonr-  He  felt  perfeetly  satisfied 
that  the  resolatina  he  had  propoved  was  the  most 
proper,  and  oogbt  to  be  adopted.  Entertaining 
theae  ideas  bis  connetenae  tola  him  to  Toie  for  it, 
asd  hs  was  ready  to  diseharf^a  that  sacred  duty. 

Mr.  PiKDLBY  observed,  that  when  a  reaolniion 
OD  K  similar  labjeet  was  before  the  third  Con- 
gitu,  which  was  considered  at  oeeupytvg  too  high 
groudd,  it  was  dispoMd  of  by  being  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  taUe.  He  thought  this  was  the  eoune 
which  ooifit  to  be  pursued  in  the  present  case. 

Mr.  B  LACK  LEO  oB.— Although  I  sm  opposed  to 
the  resolution  of  the  geDileman  from  Peflnsflra- 
oia,  under  the  belief  iGai  it  will  be  moreitijnrlons 
to  nt  than  others,  yei,  #faeii  1  see  the  friends  of 
this  measure  witliogto  unite  with  those  who  are 
fbr  milder  measures,  I  am  of  opinion  that  wvoirghl 
to  meet  them.  In  this  sure  of  a  discussion,  in- 
▼olving  tin  first  interests  of  the  nation,  shall  we 
be  disunited  br  an  altercation  as  lo  the  mode  of 
proceeding,  wbeo  Wea^recin  thesubsianeel  For 
thia  reason,  and  believing  it  b(  importance  that 
the  measures  which  we  maytakemay  be  adopted 
bra  strong  vott!,  I  am  Bgainst  dischargiDg  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  tVem  this  reaoliitias. 

"the  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  discharg- 
ing the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further 
consideration  of  Mt.  Gaeao'B  rerolation,  fend 
were— yeas  34,  naya  101,  as  follows: 

Yiu— BurweU  Baswtt,  John  Cunpbelt,  1^-A  C»- 
aaj,  Christopher  CItA,  JoMph  Clay,  Etiu  Eu-le,  Peter 
Earij,  John  W.  Eppet,  Jamea  M.  Gtmatt,  Chaitei 
Goldsberotigh,  Peterson  Goodn^a,  Edwin  Qiay,  DbtM 
Holmes.  Walter  Joms,  Midiael  Leib,  Joaeph  I^Wit,  jr., 
Jodah  Haslera,  JiMmh  H.  Nicholson,  John  lUndoipli, 
liiomu  auidford,  'Thomas  Bpalding.  PhiUp  R.  Thmnp- 
■m,  Duiiel  C.  Verplandi,  and  DaTid  R.  WiBlam*. 

Nits — WiDis  Atittm,  Jan.,  Isaac  Anderson,  DavM 


BlatUedge,  John  Blake,  junior,  TtMMas  Bhnmt,  Jamea 
M.  BrwHi),  Bobeit  Biowd,  John  Bn'le,  Oeorge  W. 
Campbell,  John  Ohandlar,  Marthi  Chitlandea,  John 


V>*>  Cnminiiiield,  Ricfaard  Cntta,  Bamnal  W.  Dana, 


EwB  Darby,  John  Dwvanpert,  jmior.  JcdiM  Dawed^ 
Jamea  Elliot,  Caleb  BUit,  EbmsMr  Elmer,  Wiiliaa 
Ely,  William  Findlty,  Ja«M*  Puk,  John  Fowter,  An- 
drew Gn%s,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halaej,  JtAa  Huo- 
illoD,  8elh  Haatinn,  William  Hsims,  David  Hn^ 
.John  G.  Jackaon,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  >e- 
hemUh  Snifbt,  Duncan  MacFailand,  Patrick  Mapo- 
der,  Robert  Mnnon,  William  McCreery,  NicholM  R. 
Moore,  Thomu  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
O.  Moedy,  Guidon  S.  Mumrcrd,  Jeremlaii  Kelson, 
llibmaaHewton,  ran.,  Gideon  OHb,  Tlnolhr  ntkin, 
Jan.,  John  Pugh.  /odah  Quihcj,  Thomaa  M.  RaadDlpb, 
Mm  Reaof  PemHylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneeae^ 
Jacob  IHchBhIa,  John  RttacU,  Peter  Saaiy,  Tbomam 


Janiea  8k>an,JokB  Staulis,  John  Cetwn  8milh,iobB 
8mMi,  eam«al  Smith,  Henry  Soolhaid,  Kchari  Btaa- 
bwd,  Jea^Stanlon,  WiUiamSledmmi,  Lewis  B.  8t«> 
gaa,  aamnel  Taggait,  BasyamiB  TaHmadlge,  Suand 
Tennaj,  David  Tbemaa,  Thomas  W.  Th<B|ism^  Ud 
Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cortlaodl,  Killian  K.  Tu  Banwe 
laer,  Jssecti  B.  Vainum,  Pdeg  Wadawoith,  Matthew 
Walton,  John  Wtutehin,  Robert  WhhehiU,  Etiphalet 
Wickea,  Marmaduka  Williams,  Nathan  WiUiama, 
Aloiioder  Wilaon,  Richard  Winn,  Joaepa  WinatoOi 
and  Thoma*  Wymis. 

The  quetliott  was  thea  takea  on  discharginK 
the  Committee  from  Ur.  Bloxm'b  resolBtioa,  by 
yeas  and  nays — ^yeas  36,  nays  98,  as  foUom : 

Yawi~Barw«U  BasMlt,  John  Csmfdall,  Levi  Cm^ef, 
Cbiidopher  Cbrk,  Joaeph  day,  Dbtthaw  Clay,  GJiaa 
Elarie,  Peter  Early,  John  W.  Ep^ea.  Jimv  H.  Gai> 
netl,  Chaties  Gotaboroagb,  Peleraon  Goodwyn,  Ednin 
Gray,  David  Uolmw,  Walter  Jonos,  Mkhad  L«b, 
Joaeph  Lewis,  jr.,  Joaiab  Mutcn,  Joseph  H.  Nichol- 
son, John  Randolph,  Thomas  Sandford,  John  Smiih, 
Thomas   Bpalding,  PbibF  R.  Thonpson,   Danid  C. 


Clitrtm,  jnli^  FredMdl  Conrad,  OrAard  Coeh,  L 
-'  " -^^"rai,  Jaooh  OrcwniiuUd^  Bfehwd  C 

Daiw,  Bom  I^riiy,  Jdu  Riiwipurt,  Jan.* 


Bid  CovinMim,  Jaooh  OrcwniiuUd^  Bfehwd  Cam^ 
Bamuel  W.  Dana,  Bom  Shiby,  Jdu 

J^i  Daw«m,  JameeBUio^  C^ileh  B 


ner,  William  Ely,  William  Fiadto,  Jamea  PM, 
FowleT,  Andrew  Oreg^lMiik  L.Chae%  Silsa  Jl 
John  HauUten,  Seth  Bsatiafa,  David  HoomI^ 
G.  JadMon,  Jamea  Kelly,  l^onat  Kenan,  Nah> 


Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Hoitov,  Gurdon  8.  Mom- 
ford,  Jeramish  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Gidoon 
Otin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Jonah  Quincy,  Tbomsa 


aailty,  Thomas  Santmona,  Marthi  Q.  tkbmiaman,  Eb- 
enezer  fieaver,  lames  Sloan,  John  SmiUe,  John  O. 
Smith,  SamncI  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Rhdiatd  Stan- 
ford, Joaeph  BtamoD,  William  Stedmau,  Lewie  B. 
Stargea,  Bam«el  Taggart,  B«njamia  TdtaMdgBt  8i^ 
net  Teaney,  DavU  Thoma^  Thomaa  W.  Tbowsoa, 
Uri  Tracy,  Hiitip  VanCoRlandt,  KiUian  K.  VanKNW 
adacT,  Joaeph  B.  Vanma,  Peleg  Wadvwoith,  Ifatibsw 
Wdton,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitohill,  BIbIuM 
Wickaa,  Mannadaka  WiUiama,  Kathaa  Wilhaaw,  Al- 
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eiindar  WiImd,  Sichurd  Wlao,  Joaeph  Wiiuton,  and 
Thooiwi  Wjniu. 

Tlie  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee or  ihe  Wbole  on  ibe  aiaie  of  the  Uaion. 

The  Cbairman  pot  tbe  quedioD  OQ  coDsittering 
Mr.  Ohsgo'b  rexoluiioD,  on  whicb  the  Commtuee 
divided— jreax  47,  n*j%  70. 

Mr.  J  Clay  moved  to  coDiidrr  the  KsolatioD 
offered  by  hinowlf,  end  that  of  hia  friend  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Nichouoh.) 

Mr,  SMiLib  moved  to  contider  the  latter  te«o- 
IntioD. 

Mr.  J.  Rahdolpb  xaid  he  would  make  a  soper- 
veding  motiDO,  which  was,  tbat  the  Goniiiiltie« 
should  Ttie,  aod  be  would  aaijgn  his  reasooB  for 
th)«  rootioD.  I  am  well  aware,  said  Mr.  R.,  aod 
I  consider  it  the  happiest  and  fairest  fpaiure  of 
our  policy,  that  in  a  deliberate  bodjr  a  majority 
must  govern.  Thit  is  a  positioo  which  hai  often 
been  enforced  on  me,  and  whicb  I  have  sometimes 
enforced  on  otheri;  bni  I  hope  do  mijoritjr  wilt 
be  indisposed  to  act  honestly.  Thongh  a  majority 
onght  Id  govern,  it  should  not  be  on  motive*  of 
caprice,  freak,  or  passion,  but  wisely  ;  and  it  ought 
not,  at  ibis  time  of  day,  to  feel  power,  and  forget 
right.  The  reason  why  I  am  in  fovor  of  tbe 
Committee  risiog,  is  the  same  wbicfa  I  advanced 
the  other  day  against  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Fenobylvanis — a  reason  wbieb,  it  is 
Mionitbiogio  my  mind,  does  not  operate  on  every 
nterober  of  tbe  Committee — the  state  of  things 
here  and  abroad,  la  there  a  member  prepared  to 
vote  for  tbe  resolution  of  my  excellent  friend 
frocn  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  J  Ci^t,)  or  of  my  wor- 
thy friend  from  Maryland?  (Mr.  NicHOLaoK.)  I 
believe  not.  1,  fi^r  one,  am  not  prepared.  The 
other  day^  when  I  said  1  was  disposed  to  treat  with 
Great  Bntain  for  the  very  reason  (hat  I  was  indis- 
posed to  treat  with  her  in  1793,1  perceived  a  sneer 
on  the  faces  of  gentlemen,  and  that  ihey  scouted 
the  idea.  Bdi  what  is  the  fact  1  Tbe  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  qaoted  the  Message  of  the 
President,  showinfc  that  this  business  is  still  oen- 
denUUle.  Wbatioformation  doe*  the  President, 
in  that  Mearage  give  ml  Tbat  be  had  tried  ne- 
gotiation aod  failed  ?  That,aa  in  aDoiher  quarter, 
our  Hiniiter  hid  been  shoved  necktnd  shoulders 
out  of  the  Cabinet]  Nol  Tbat  negotiation  is 
■(ill  pending  between  our  Minister  and  tbe  Min- 
ister of  Britain.  Can  then,  gentlemen,  while  the 
busine**  is  re  it^eeta,  feel  disposed  to  act,  either  on 
tbe  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsvlva- 
Bia,  or  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  1 

Anin,  must  we  itot  everv  day  expect  informa- 
tion friim  Europe ;  and  ou ^nt  not  (bis  information 
to  have  an  inflaeoce  on  tbis  Assembly,  if.  indeed, 
vre  are  a  deliberative  assembly  "i  Snrely  it  ought. 
On  political  empiriea,  who  prescribe  the  same 
medicine  to  every  disease,  ihi*  information  may 
have  noeffeet  Bnt  on  the  minds  of  sober  men,  it 
ought  to  have,  it  must  hava,  an  efieet.  Tbe  situa- 
tion of  the  Power*  with  whom  we  have  these 


inomeDii>Bt  diiicassiana  may  have  been  materially 
changed  hr  the  events  of  tbe  last  ninety  days. 
Will  gentlemen  undertake  to  say  that  motives 


weight  with  UN  1  Will  they,  under  these 
tances,  go  into  Commitiee,  tu  grope  in  (hn 
daik,  to  catch  at  something,  on  a  subject  of  which 
(liev  know  little — in  relation  to  the  events  of 
wbroh,  they  know  less?  Nol  This  is  not  the 
moment  to  act.  The  Committee  have  declared 
that  that  moment  has  not  arrived.  They  have, 
ir  capacity  of  a  House,  refused  to  discharg* 
them  from  the  resolution  of  tbe  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  have,  in  the  same  capacity,  re* 
fused  to  act  upon  it.  And  what  does  tbis  proTi^ 
but  tbat  tbe  moment  for  action  has  not  oome— 
unless,  indeed,  ibis  venerable  Assembly  will  coiv 
descend  to  become  the  wet  nurse  of  the  bantling 
of  the  two  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania,  who, 
provided  they  can  msinlain  ii  at  a  distance,  bupa 
their  indiscretion  will  be  overlooked — a/asarpoe, 
wbicb,  if  it  can  be  kept  in  an  obscure  (nrm-bouse^ 
may  be  smothered  over?  I.  however,  an  not 
disposed  to  offer  it  the  pap-spoon  ;  itill  less  am  I 
disposed  10  be  disturhea  1^  its  cries,  or  those  of 
its  brethren. 

It  most  be  obvioas  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  tbat 
this  is  not  the  Gt  time  to  decide  on  our  British 


ture.  TheM  resotuiions  ere  tbe  produaiion  of  a 
political  hot-bed.  Tbey  are  not  ibe  growth  of  a 
genial  sun,  bui  reared  in  a  forcing-house.  And  I 
will  tell  genilemen,  that  politics  bear  foruiag  ai 
little  ai  the  phj^sieal  production*  of  natare. 

A  gentleman  from  Massachusettii,  whom  I  noir 
see  in  his  place,  offered  tome  day*  ago,  to  ibia 
Committee,  a  string  ol  observations,  whieh,  ba 
declared,  were  not  intended  either  for  a  resolntios 
not  tben  before  the  Committee,  or  for  tbat  t^<rr«d 
by  tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  How,  the 
Committee  having  determined  not  to  discuss  tba 
resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, and  a*  those  remarks  were  not  offered 
on  the  subject  tben  before  the  Committee,  ther 
may  have  been  lefl  to  gue**  ihey  were  intended 
for  the  subject  now  under  consideration ;  and  a*  I 
believe  the^  were  full  a«  applicable  to  this,  as  any 
other  question,  I  hope  to  be  indulged  in  esakinf 
a  few  remarks  relative  to  them.  Bot,attb«*aiiM 
lime,  1  disolaim  tbe  preface  that  gentleman  pre- 
fixed 10  hi*  remarks,  viz. :  that  be  did  not  mean  W 
examine  tbe  question  before  the  Cmnmitiee.  I  do 
mean  to  examine  that  question,  to  show  whv  thb 
is  not  ihe  proner  time  for  acting  on  tbia  sntij-«t, 
to  show  that  all  disenmDn  on  it  is  preaHlure,  mhi, 
tbat  we  ought  to  abstain  from  aetingupon  it  until 
we  have  heard  from  theotbernde  of  the  Atlanlie. 

As  well  a*  I  remember,  tbe  gentleman  M(  oat 

a  recalling  the  attentioD  of  ibe  House  to  Ihe 
Hsaze  of  the  President,  of  the  17th  of  January, 
laet.  Yes, sir,  ha  began  in  the  style  of  old  time* — 
infandum  rtnovare  dotorem— to  call  the  Hoasa 
back  to  tbe  Message  of  the  17ih  of  Jsnvary.  To 
what  part  of  it?  To  that  part  which  is  pnUie, 
or  to  that  part  whieh  is  locked  up  in  the  eserit- 
Krire  of  tbe  clerk — or  is  in  bis  breeches  pocke^ 
for  angbt  I  know — that  part  which  it  i*  bis  bnsi- 
aesa  »  keep  from  (he  eyes  of  the  aaiioa  1  How, 
what  i>  og(  Mtoatioal    A  hiava  Saaatw,  with 
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our  doon  opeo,  ealli  ifaa  atteotioD  of  the  Hotwe 
to  ID  ampbibioui  uxd  ambiguoui  Meua^  iwri 
aaoret  ana  part  public.  Aod  ii  (his  the  tiiuaiion 
in  which  sentleaea  woold  putual  Are  we  ttia« 
to  be  kDocked  dowD  with  the  bamner  of  Execu- 
tive  iafallibilily  1  I  hope  not.  When  that  Mn- 
Mge  came^  on  the  17(h  of  Jaooarf ,  how  lonf  had 
we  been  in  oonelavel  I  bdiere  a  fortaight? 
When  did  th«  deipatebea  atrh>e  1  I  nndertue  to 
Mf,  broanie  I  know  it,  it  wa*  jmor  to  the  30ih  of 
Peaenber,  beeauM  I  made  proper  inqniry  at  thi 
office  of  the  Secretarf  of  State,  where  I  bad  mf' 
■•If  ree«lTed  deipatchca  from  Lotidoii.  What  are 
thfl  eoalent«  of  iVoM  deapalohoa  1  Did  tber  ad- 
Tooale  the  eoorae  lhi«  Hoiua  haa  BuraBed,  ar 
ooniM  lotall))  dificreni  1  And  jet  that  very  Ma 
mge  baa  boen  quoted,  under  lh«  idea  that  no  mau 
ooiild  taj  to  the  coatrary,  and  that  wewould  tink 
beneath  the  weight  of  lU  aatboritf.  Those  d»- 
•palehea  cane  to  ihii  eoocuy  btfor«  the  30th  dav 
•I  Decomber.  On  that  day  I  ratumed  from  B«l- 
litDDTC,  and  received  a  commuDtcatioD  from  ihair 
author  of  a  oooteEaporaaeosi  date.  I  have  ealled 
at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  Ettate,  and  wai 
Uformed,  b;  the  head  of  tlwt  DeparlmeBt,  that 
they  had  both  arrived  at  the  tame  time.  And  it 
waa  when  I  dtHovered  ihw  the  bead  of  the  seewid 
DqiartoMBt  uodar  (be  Goreniment  did  not  koow 
ibej  were  in  exiateaoe,  much  leai  that  hi»  ofMoioD 
oa  thca  had  not  been  eonsulied,  that  I  declared, 
what  I  repeat,  that  there  is  no  Cabinet.  Yoti 
kav«  noCabinec  Whatl  the  head  of  the  Trea*- 
Wf  Department — a  vigorout  and  eoiamandiiig 
■laieatnaD,  a  praetioal  ■laieaman,  the  benefit  o7 


whoee  wiadom  and  expcrieoee  the  aalion  fondly 
balieT»iaalwa)n  obtained  baf<H«  the  great  meas- 
mm  of  the  Qovenineit  are  taken— onacqnaiBiad 


with,  BBd  nocontulled  on,  important  detpatebei, 
aad  yei  lalk.of  a  CabiuetJ    Not  merely'uDc 
nlted,  bnttgooraatof  thedoBiimMtsl    Well, 
■at  pawed,  and  on  the  16lb  of  January,  was  i 
•o  the  other  Hooae,  and  oa  ths'  17ib,  deipate 
«ame  wbieb  miebt  have  maieriaUy  ebaaged  the 
4eciMait  of  tbeHouac.    And  am  I,  feeliac  tUa. 
and  knowlof  tbe  H«um  bad  been  niflad  with,  to 
ba  deaotmeed  for  telli^  yoo,  if  tou  had  bad  An 
aatmary  iafoRaadDn,  your  daeiaiea  wonld  baT» 
boM  differeitf  from  what  it  waal    I  knew  tbia ; 


tbait  vote*  iMMibl  ban  bean  dif- 
icMitt,  bad  they  bad  ibritcoflaMry  iafannatioa.  I 
mr,  tbe  daciMMi  of  tbe  Home,  if  w«  bad  baowa 
wbaiTo  oagbt  to  bara  kaoma,  and  wbieb  bad 
bent  tecdvad  font  weefca  bdbre,  wooU  hava  beaa 
difiraat]  aBdIhavenobaai(aiioiiiiaa)'ii&g,tbhre 
k  Qo  CaUneit  wfaci^  I  tea  a  iMui,  aecond  to  aooa 
tvi  vigarouB  UDdentBadiag^  and  pimctteal  goad 
■•BaetOoitodfromit.  Itay.aa  I  have  nid  before, 
it  the  Easeaiive  waaia  oar  eooMMoe,  let  him 
give  n»  hit,  Bnt,  wben  we  are  excluded  from  hie 
CODfidenoei  lei  him  not  demand  onra.  I  will  not 
|[ive  mine  on  theae  terms,  acd  I  have  do  heaita* 
tioa  is  Hylna  lo.  Yea,  sir,  I  bow  »ay,  with  open 
doon,  what laaid  when yoar door* were ihntiaBd 
vhat  I  teliere^  tbai  it  ia  not£>r  ib«  maater  and 
■at*  (aad  I  ^>«ak  it  wiihotf  di^arafaiaeU  to 


any  man)  ia  bad  wealfan*,  to  go  below,  and  leave 
the  managemeDtof  theshipco  the  otxAaad  cabin- 
boy.  The  nation  expecta  to  know,  the^  beliere 
they  do  know,  (he  opinion  of  the  Eroentive.  But 
dotbcy  knowit7  Where  have  they  got  itT  Does 
it  i^ipcai  ia  tbtaMrin^fof  icaolntioas?  Hare  we 
the  opinion  of  the  President  1  Havavre  biaCon- 
■tilntional  raeomntendatioo  1  No !  yoo  bare  n»- 
tbinr.  LettheClerkprodacattMbndgetl  Bnt, we 
thalfbe  told  thai  thii  Uoiue  baa  a  ngbt  to  givea 
direction  to  the  FretJdML  Thia  ia  tbe  laal  reine- 
meot  on  courtly  flattery.  Shall  (he  Honae  aet 
on  infoimation  neitber  ofieial  or  Coastitotioaal — 
on  the  atale  pretext  of  giving  tba  Bxaeutive  a  di* 
reetion,  when  they  believe  they  i"    -'— 


I  out  of  tbe  ^(leKioa  for  aoy  pereona,  irho  Ha 


water-eloaat,  Nol  took  miiat  befeond;  and  to 
wieh  toola,  (ooh  work  will  be,  aa  it  baa  baan  nnt- 
fcrmly  committed.  I  do  not  only  ny  tbey  mnat 
be,  but  that  they  hava  been  faand.  B«,  at  iba 
threthold  of  erervthiiig  I  oan  oSer,  I  am  met  hy 
these  Nestor)  at  toe  I«d,  by  ihaie  old  eoachmea, 
who  lore  (be  uaaek  of  the  wbip^  wbo  talk  of  old 
timee,  of  the  stamp  act,  of  iba  aoa-intereonn^ 
and  other  Revoluiioikary  acta.  Bat  let  ise  tcU 
aeatlemen,  tbia  is  all  violence  nod  Malanuiioa. 
Tou  would  not  aappose  that  tbe  maxima  of  Cbea- 
terfield  bad  been  studied  by  the  natleman  ftooa 


tg.  But,  I  beg  you  to  oompate  the 
ive  ofieied,  witb  the  mil^faaek,  and 
Dtimanti  of  gentlemen.    Baeaaae  ana 


PenatylvaDia— and  yet,  the  fact  la,  that  masaev 

ia  eveiythii^.    But,  I  "" —  —  "- ''" 

matter  1  have  ofieied, 
peaceable  aoDtimanti  of  gentlei 
geatlemaa  haa  ddirered  hb  aeDtbacat*  in  a  vwoa 
that  freeaes  brfore it  reaobea  tbtt qaarterof  tbe 
Honac^  aad  another  mnmbta  oat,  "coafiaeaie  iba 
naiioaal  debt,"  does  that  afilwt  tbe  ptioeiple  at 
issue  1  And  becavse  another  man,  witb  aome 
warmth,  reeoiMneDds  a  diScreat  cmirw,  are  yoa,- 
tbetefon,  to  atone  aad  oroctly  bimi 

Tha  geotlctaaa  fram  Hassacboaatta,  to  who* 
I  bave  ailudad,  haa  tald  as  what  ^  qaation  b»- 
tweea  this coaatry  andOmt  Oitaia  ia.  Haaays 
it  doea  not  reipaet  enemy's  propwiy,  bat  tbs  o<d- 
oiial  trade.    He  says  tbat  thto  tobaeeo  and  donr. 


the  riee  apd  eotto*,  tranaported  bj  ear  i       , 

coma  at  mueb  Vithia  tbe  qacM'on  qHfai  eaamy 
property,  a*  the  ooImubI  Inde.  Bw  is  tbcae  aaf 
presOBiptiva  emdeaee  that  tbe  rice,  tba  cotton,  tba 
tobaeeo,  or  any  othw  aitidca  of  Amerioaanowtb 
that  aia  carried  by  onr  v«aa«<i|  are  enemy^^  prop- 
erty 1  Tberaia  oona.  Now.  take  the  olbar  sida 
oftfaequcation.  BaeoUccl  tbat  HellMid,  Fmacer 
aad  Spalutbavanataabipoatbeoeeaa;  ibattba 
ooffce,  sagat,  and  eottea,  of  ibeir  ccloaia^  wbieb 


Thatalaigepartoftboae  prDdtMtioaatibnal 

iried,  are  r^tivcl^  to  Britain  anemy  property. 
-JowisadiscriminatKiBto  bemade  between  tbow 
prodacta  which  are^  and  (hose  which  are  aot  tba 
property  of  ui  enemy  1  Ja  it  not  afiM'tbuafear 
dJaiafwiable  setgbbois  wiU  bruf  a  atigiaa  on  » 
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wttole  neigbborhood  ?  Will  any  man  deof  the 
fact?  Are  the  FteDch  and  Spailiih  eobnies  in- 
dependepf?  Add  what  is  the  fact  7  That  under 
the  Deutral  flag  the  wbote  of  ibe  intmengel/  ral- 
nable  prodaetiuils  of  ihost  zfAai'xts  find  B  convev- 
ance.  What  ito  we  saj[  7  That  we  hare  a  rignl 
to  carry  those  prodaetioDs  from  the  colorrtes  to 
the  belfigerent  natkins  1  No — We  say,  the  brio  j- 
ing  them  to  iW  Unitfti  States  and  payiDg;  duties 
on  them,  neotraliices  the  properTy.  BUI  do  ibey'? 
Indlsputedir  not.  The  momeni  yon  cohcede  the 
Mint  ibart  yoo  eaDaorcarr^  on  a  direct  trade,  it 
becdnte*  a  question  no  lon^r  of  principle— but  i 
qoestion  on' vhicb-  you  must  treM  On  tne  ^roand 
of  expediency.  And  you  must  treat — yoa  will 
treat — relative  to  it.  There  ia  ob*f  cottslderatiim, 
Whicfa,  whether  It  has  Or  has  liot  engaged'tfae  at- 
tentidn  of  gentlemen,  ought  not  (o  be  lost  siffht  ot^ 
nd  that  is,  that  oor  bulky  prodlKftiona  can  M  car- 
ried by  only  two  Powers  in  the  WOrid— by  otrr- 
ael  res  or  Oreat  BKtalD.  No  otber'nation  poasesses 
(he  tonnage.  Ooiben  into  war  with  Oretl  Britain, 
and  where  will  you  fl&d  the  tdnnase  to  carry  your 
prodtrcts  T  Yott  cdboot  find  it.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  tbe  British  {abrics  miay  be  brooffal  in  Dan- 
ish bbltoms.  There  wilt  be  nentral  tonnage 
enon^  Id  bring  to  yottr  doors  the  productions  of 
Britain,  But  where  witl  yottfind  the  neutral  toQ' 
nage  to  carry  your  produce  abroad  ? 

We  aretold  that  tfaisisnot  awarmeasure;  that 
Orottua  and  Pufi>ndorr,  and  other  distinguished 
civilians,  have  decided  that  it  is  a  pacific  measure. 


selves  (o  be  dictated  to  by  the  mumblers  of  anti- 
quity ;  and  gentlemeh,  who  wilt  not  be  rovemed 
by  circumstances,  who  eTe\»\m  fat  jumtia  rueU 
eitlnnt  mnsi  be  content  with  ma'kin^ diagrams  in 
their  eioMls',  while  these  active  siate-imen  are  de- 
ciding the  destiny  of  nations.  They  tell  ns  they 
havearotiousand  Puffendorf  at  their balels;  bat 
I  woatd  rather  have  at  my  back  the  poMe  coiAifti- 
tiu  of  the  ten  miteb  square,  weak  and  inefficient 
as  I  know^  it  Id  be.  Yea,  it  il  too  true,  the  gentle'- 
niea  will  not  listen  for  a  moment  to  cltcnMstsncei. 
It  is  ID  vaiti  that  We  say  Great  Britain  is  «f  raed-^ 
that  she  baa  a  fleet  in  tbe  West  Indies— tbat  she 
lias  a  ahib  over  erarV  squire  letntie  iir  tbe  Ocean. 
Tbcy  witr  not  consider  the  broMnaitf  of  ab  arm- 
ed nattOij' to  stHkr.  TheVwIlllLtieti-MIyionewa' 
IMpers  antf  p^mj>h)eta,  M  circuhr- letters.  Put- 
ting all  tbera  things  out  of  coQitfcratfoo,  they  are 
tot  playfnt  tbe  part  of  Bobadil.  They  will  not 
reflect  thkteirettmatattceaalWayaf  govern  political 
r  abstract  the    '       ""' 


leories.  Tttese 
'         t  do. 


tnen-^heyper^istiii  t h«ir abstract  theorin 
I^patian^  aai'  Llllipittiati  poKties  wtll 
WhaciT^g«tltIetlieDab0Dt1  Whit^lhey 
putlng  S^Mhtflhe^egg  shall  be  broken  atthebig 
or  little  eb'd,  and  Whether  tbe  Committee  ifaaH  be 
disctia^ged  from  ihe'resolutioii  in  the  Bouse,  or 
the  Htni^  thall  Srst  go  into  commtitee,  arrd*  the 
resotntlou  bie  the^e  discharged,  they  are  pursiring 
measarea  which  will  be  fell  in  Britain,  and  wbidh 
will  forcibly  re-act  on  ourselves.  The  geiitlemao 
from  MoasaclltMctts  (Mr.  ORowMtiimTsi,D>  baa 
lold  ua  wHif  he  would,  and  what  be  wdbld  i»t  d«, 


if  he  Was  a  cIlRten  of'the  fteJiUbllc  of  St.  MariBo: 
We  would  suppose  from  this  declatalion  that  he 
Was  ail  inhabiiantofDlefiisco,  abut  10  carry  on  ^vat 
with  Lilliput.  Such  a  man  may  be  cel^bratedad 
a  sntmen  and  may  be  dble  to  ditilte  an  able  AM 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  over  a  fleet  of  privVieeTa  [ 
but  in  a  polilicittn  be  Is  a  Litlitiutian  mtgitt. 

But  we  a^e  told  agkib,  that  this  is^peade' mea- 
nire,  end  tbat  we  ourselves  aVe  theMlligerent'ittr* 
ties,  who  style  it  a  War  nieastire.  One  of  th*  ptti 
foundest  statesmen  told  Joseph  the  Second,  onit 
of  your  gimcrack  men,  that  if  he  should  attemitf 
to  force  the  navlgalion  of  ib»  Scheldt,  the  Art 
would  fire  ui>0D  him.  Wbat  sai&Joteph?  I  Wilt 
not  stoop  to  time  and  circuulstances— he  talked' elf 
nvtifral  rights,  and  go  he  wotlld— tbe  DttKll 
would  never  dare  to  ffre.  Compare  the  ittetiVB 
Klluation  of  the  little  Republic  of  Holtaiiif  WbUi 
herdaysofglofy  havepttMed  aWay^when  skeHflt 
fallen  into  the  bands  of  a  eonqoerer — dompare'HSf 
present  situation  With  that  she  enjoVed  faefDye'tMl 
wingsofherpowerwere  dipped  by  France.  Th^ 
Emperor  Joseph  sent  oot  hia  fleets,  end  tbfe  only 
inielligence  he  received  oftbeir  fate,  w^s  that  the 
Dutch  had  fired.  He  deemed  it  impossIble^-he 
cOvtd  not  believe  that  tht  little  Repnblie  df  Hol^ 
land  should  flre  on  the  AnsiriaaBagle.  HeihoUgM 
asgenilementhink,  and  he  was  deceived;  andyoa 
Will  beiteceived  loo.  For  this  commercial  prill* 
cipleis  not  a  ptincipte  of  peace,  buTof  w:qr.  Qeo' 
tleinen  may  go  to  Carifaai^,  if  they  pliasb,  stop 
at  Genoa,  and  pass  on  to  London,  ana  ihey  will 
invariaUjr  find  it  so;  and  they  will  find  each  of 
those  nations  comiUNCtlil  iD  proportion  as' they 
were  Warlike,  and  Wariike  in  proportion  aH  they 
were  comnierciat.  And  Why  do  commerce' and 
Wsr  go  hand  in  hand,  but  because  commerce- al' 
ways  disposes  tbe  nation  to  go  to  wkr,  whicU  ia 
not  disposed  to  give  tfp  a  lucrative  t^dt  1  TtLb 
idea  of  the  pnelflc  tsQdencr  of  commerce  il  a  tiittt 
tgnU/atuUt.  WefinilHotlandeeasedtobea^al 
commercial  Power,  when  ifie  ceksed  tbberfbla  ta 
d^t  the  comfaiaed  (Kets  of  France  abd  Bif|!IM)d. 
But  I  shall  be  tOtd,  WbitheVsoever  it  may  Hifl 
in,'tlilk  stHrit  of  dommeteiat  monAptt1y'o^b(MV«r 
tbbeextiDgnfishea— Isbanbe  told  it  is  t^taM'pHliL 
ciple  lb  e^oucb  even  in  neeelssity ;  tMt-v^eoagtjt 
tttsetnot  only  reamtf  and  tbminMi  seiaMBt'on^ 
ance,  bfut  KUewiie  lieeesnty^ich  knoWb  ifo'laV, 
but  preiK'ribl^  kW  to  ail.  Well,  lam  ftde  MeoH^ 
ftss,  if  thia  aMrtionls  nM  tkftinA  mV  Cod^iMfcHi 
sion,  I  have  for  the  Srai  time  in  iriy  Iffelfiltttifl  mi 
reason  df  thepla«et*9Bervaot,wb*,  DB'belM£Ulled 
what  i^Ki  the  mattef  wfth  hii  hone;  aild  hb  *n 
Bsbamed  faecsnte  he  was  dead.  The  p06^abiiiMl 
badiiffloHonalycrtincbed  td  the  btUe  priiiciptetff 
necessity,  and'  had  gfven  op  tfa%  ghost,  w%en'  he 
oDgbt  to  have  kept  the  field.  And  this  is  whCt 
We  are  called  ap6a  to  do  by  geailemen  Wh«  will 
not  Bckn6wled|[e  the  law  of  necessity,  abd  Who 
scout  it  as  a  principle  Which'it  does  not  btconrt 
us  to  act  upon.  If  these  notions  ate  (o  prevatf, 
let  us  lake  Don  Q,uixotle  as  our  first  minister  « 
Btate,and  Sancho  Pamaasthe second  in  command. 
These  are  the  natural  hands  to  bold  the  reins  of 
Oovcniment,  in  ease  all  i^ard  to  the  principle  of 
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iwcewity  ii  ditclaimed.  I  hope  gvndemea,  who 
bold  ibis  dociine,  n«*cr  mean  to  die,  to  sleep,  or 
to  veepat  ihe  dJNtmsei  of  their  fellow  men,  or  in 
toy  Older  reapfcC  acknowledge  ihe  bate  principle 
of  necFuilf.  But  I,  who  profess  to  yield  a  com- 
pliance not  only  to  the  law*  of  uecessiiy,  but  of 
probabiliiiea,  and  who  coniider  politic*  as  only  ■ 
MicDce  of  probabilities,  eaa  no  longet  find  a  me- 
dium between  myself  and  ibose  who  diielaim  all 
legard  10  ihelaws  of  niceisity,  and  ain  obliged  to 
confca*  that  I  am  imons  the  number  of  those  who 
would  negoiiate  with  Ureal  Britain. 

I  am  perfeclly  aware  of  tbe  tedious  time  the 
Committee  mutt  have  bad  in  listening  to  my  re- 
■tarka — not  more  ao,  I  luore  you,  lo  them  than  lo 
nywlr  I  am  aware  of  the  arguments  offered  di- 
KCily  out  of  doora,  and  indirecity  in  this  House, 
■gainst  the  course  wbicb  I  beliete  it  is  for  the  in- 
temt  of  this  nation  lo  pursue.  One  of  the  first 
caasn  of  surprise  which  presented  iiself  to  me  on 
coming  to  ibe  seat  of  Ooremment  wb»,  that,  while 
ibe  people  of  the  United  State*  thought  all  ejex 
were  fixed  on  the  shores  of  the  Aitanttc,  all  eye* 
were  in  fact  fixed  on  the  half-wuy  house  between 
this  and  Georze'own — that  ibe  quexiion  was  not 
what  weshourddo  with  France, or  Spain,  or  Eng- 
land, but  who  should  be  the  nexl  President.  Acd 
■t  this  moment,  erery  motion  (bat  is  taai^~-l 
not  mean, in  tbeparliameniarysenseof  the  word, 
this  place~timade  with  a  tiew  totbe  occupation 
of  that  House.    And  it  is  for  ihis  reaiou  thai  ~ " 


eeived  it  the  greatest  bappiDes*  atiendaDt  on  the 
Ooierameot  of  this  people,  that  all  their  political 
relations,  ihedifiereni  partietand  their  connexions 
and  bearings  and  effects,  could  be  debated  ic 
bee  of  the  nation.  Now,  we  are  told  from  good 
aotbority,  that  there  is  a  certain  party  ealleiT  the 
Federal  pariy,  and  that  ihere  are  other  panic*  in 
the  United  States,  called  Republican  parlie*.  Well, 
•ir ;  certain  gentlemen  have  been  held  up  aa  wil- 
ling lo  court  the  attention  and  snjwort  of  the  Fed- 
era!  party — men  by  whom  no  rillain  ba*  been 
apared,  let  him  belong  to  what  party  he  may- 
men  by  whom  no  ?illany  has  been  spared,  to  what- 
erer  p»nj  it  may  have  attached.  So  much  for 
Federalism.  There  in  aaoiheT<|uestioo  relative  to 
what  is  generally  called  quiddtin.  I  am  willing 
to  meet  ^oilemen  on  that  ground.  If  we  belong 
lo  the  third  party,  be  it  ao.  1  am  willing  to  meet 
them  on  other  ground. 

[There  was  Doe  a  loud  call  to  order,  in  which 
U  r.  Thoh«s  joined.  The  SruuR  decided  tbM 
Mr.  RanooLPB  was  in  order.  An  Rppeal  was 
taken  to  the  House,  who  confirmed  his  aecision.] 
Mr.  RAttnou-a  proceeded.  I  am  obliged  to  the 
gentleman  for  ibe  respite  he  has  gif  eo  me,  a*  I 
really  felt  much  exhausted.  1  knew  wbei*  the 
■hoe  pinched.  I  will  take  gentlemen  on  ano- 
ther principle — on  the  principle  of  Burrism,  as  it 
iscalled.  Will geoitemen attack  us nn  thatgraund? 
'  Will  they  say  we  are  the  rotten  part  of  the  Re- 
jubliean  parly — the  go-between  of  any  sects — the 
Mlicitors  of  any  office — tbe  tools  of  any  factionl 
mw,  air,  on  tha  sutyeet  of  Fedcmlian— I  ni«M 


)¥   I  .        , 

we  the  advocaies  of  Federalism  7  Does  the  Ad- 
ministration, and  especially  ihe  DepHrtmeni  ofihe 
NaTV,  OT  does  it  not,  admmister  ibe  GoTernment 
on  the  principle  of  Federalism?  Has  that  De- 
parimeni  ever  been  adminisiered.  or  can  it  be  ad- 
ministered on  principles  more  Federal?  Thei« 
is  another  department — tbe  Post  Office  Depart- 
meni — ibesweetestengineever  put  into  the  band* 
fan  unprincipled  roan.  Are  we  for  adminisier- 
ig  tbe  Qorernment  on  principles  of  Burrism? 
'his  is  a  delicate  subject— 1  speak  with  a  full  coa- 
that  it  ii.  Now  for  the  last  tam,  Yaxoo- 
we  Yaxoo  men  1  Hare  out  enemies 
ever  charged  us  with  this? 

[Mr.  RAiinoLrB  here  made  an  allusion,  which 
from  the  noise  in  the  House  was  not  heard,  to  a 
iption  by  Messrs.  SuMTEB  and  BIsbion 
of  a  previous  remark  made  bv  him  rel a ti re  lo  mi- 
litia generals — and  then  asked — Isihereamanilist 
wouRJ  disdain  to  sit  aside  of  such   men?    The 


iwa  shoulders  on  tboae,  whom  itdid  no  fit.] 

1  am  really  sorry,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  the  time  i 
have  occupied.  When  I  came  into  the  Hooae 
yesterday,  it  appeared  to  me  a*  if  the  pfopoaitioa 
Wore  us  was  to  appoinia  board  of  commissioners 
to  settle  the  account  current  of  eeery  member  with 
Ihe  House.  We  beard  ■  great  deal  of  palarerand 
blarney ;  bvt  of  that  description  which  can  never 
take  me  in,  I  abjure  iL  I  raise  my  band  against 
it— I  will  never  become  its  dope.  I  am  willing 
to  allow  that  in  tbe  heat  of  debate,  expre^ona 
improper  for  me  to  use,  but  not  improoer  io  their 
application  to  those  to  whom  ibey  referred,  may 
have  escaped  me — :he  verba  ardmtia  of  an  bun- 
eat  mind.  I  scorn  to  retract  them.  They  were 
made  in  the  presence  of  the  nation,  and  in  their 
presence  I  wUl  defend  ibem.  I  will  never  snivel, 
whatever  may  be  tbe  resulL  I  have  moved  that 
the  Commiltee  rise,  with  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
the  existing  circumstances.  I  knew  the  moment 
we  adjourned  over  on  Saturday,  that  theoldsiotf 
wooltl  be  repealed,  thai  gentlemen  would  •cek  (he 
Lord — agree  upon  some  given  principta^  that  all 
mi^bt  go  together.  And  I  have  not  been  disa^ 
pointed.  But  it  is  for  yon  to  say,  whether  at  this 
moment,  when  you  are  waiehing  your  daily  and 
oigbily  mails  for  news  from  Europe,  when  yoa 
are  oscillating  between  Bonaparte  and  the  coali- 
tion—you are  prepared  to  decide  uliitnntel*  m 
this  snbjecL  1  feel  for  one  that  1  am  not.  As  to 
the  accusation  of  being  tbe  apologist  of  Britain, 
itistheidlestcbar^  that evei  was mnde.  WbenI 
first  took  a  se*t  in  this  House  I  wna  denonnced 
with  being  a  French  partisan,  becanse  I  opposed 
those  men  who  then  held  tbereiasof  Ooveromest 
io  their  hands  in  their  measures  for  carrying  n 
into  war  with  that  nation ;  and  now  that  I  am  foe 
pursuing  the  tame  course  toward*  Orent  Britaia, 
which  I  was  then  in  favor  of  pursaiog  toward* 
France,  I  am  charged  with  being  the  apologis)  of 
Britain.  To  this  denuociatioo  I  am  willwf  (o 
submit,  wbicb  all  men  must  submit  to  who  nra 
&M  wiUing  lo  riak  the  pMC*  of  theic  eoanuy. 
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Mr.  NicaoLsON. — I  secoDiI  ibe  motion, 
priDcipie  whicb  hM  KOTrrD?( 


ih» 


prospenljr  o 


_  .ning  of  ihi.i  session.  Tbis  subjecl'was  earljr 
referred  lo  a  select  coioniiltee  on  a  motion  offered 
by  myself,  wiib  a  view  thai  tbe  fullest  light  mi^ht 
be  ihrown  on  the  Fubject  of  our  differences  with 
Oreat  Britain, and  beeaase  I  believe  it 
It  coDnected  wiib  the  revenue  and 
the  nation,  it  was  that  I  wished  it  to 
by  a  committee  whose  peculiar  prOTince  it  is  to 
jtay  a  particnlar  aiieniiou  to  the  fiscal  aBairs  of 
the  Ooveroment.  I  had  another  object  in  view, 
wbirh  was  ihat  the  subject  might  not  be  hurried. 
I  was  of  opinion  that  our  differences  with  Britain 
ought  not  to  be  spe«>dily  acted  upon  ;  but  after  the 
aubject  had  rested  fur  some  time  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  they  were,  on  tba 
notion  of  tome  {gentlemen  when  1  was  absent, 
difcbarged  from  its  further  consideration.  On 
my  way  to  this  place,  after  an  abseace  for  which 
leave  had  been  granted,  I  met  with  a  proposition 
to  prohibit  the  imparUtlon  of  all  goods  from 
Britain.  I  was  never  so  struck  wiin  aitoDiiih- 
ment  in  my  life.  If  t  had  heard  that  the  Capitol 
had  tumbled  into  rttins,  I  should  not  have  been  so 
much  istonished. 

This  proposition  produced  several  others,  one 
of  which  Iliad  the  honor  lo  submit.  As  I  have 
before  said,  I  submitted  Ibis  proposition  to  meet 
Ihat  of  the  geotlemaQ  from  Pennsylvania,  that 
the  House  and  people  of  this  country  might  take 
into  view  its  whole  course  and  bearing;  and  that 
they  might  see  the  manner  in  whicb  tlie  revenue 
■w*t  likely  to  be  affected  by  it.  1  am  happy  it 
baa  produced  this  effect.  Qenilemen  after  debat- 
ins  this  proposition  are  willing  on  all  hands  now 
tolay  it  aside.  When  I  understood  it  was  lo  be 
called  up.  I  beeged  the  gentleman  from  PentMyl- 
Tania  to  let  it  Tie — I  was  anxious  to  postpone  it  as 
long  as  poasible.  Iwas  of  opinion  that  our  belter 
eoune  was  lo  rise,  if  we  were  to  meet  only  fotir 
mo'nths  hence.  It  is  on  the  sameprineiple  that  I 
DOW  advocate  the  rising  of  tbe  Committee,  and 
sfaoald  we  now  H»e,  I  trast  it  will  not  be  consider- 
ed for  a  long  time.  I  have  been  uniformlv  of  the 
opinion,  that  if  we  take  measures  with  Britain,  it 
ought  to  be  the  last  act  of  the  session.  I  think  we 
ou^ht  to  wail  for  news  from  Europe.  We  have 
had  informntioD,  though  in  some  measure  of  a 
private  nature,  affording  us  reason  to  hope  that 
there  will  be  no. occasion  to  proceed  to  exiremi- 
ties.  Knowing  this,  and  that  our  affairs  are  in  the 
hands  of  a  man  of  eminent  talents,  second  to  none 
io  tbis  coaniry,  I  cannot  believe  there  is  any  ne- 
ceaaity  to  act  a*  speedily  as  some  genllemeo  wish 
to  do  on  ibis  subject.  In  offerior  these  observe' 
lloits,  1  mean  not  to  be  undentiood  as  abandoning 
tba  pTDpovitioo  1  have  had  tbe  honor  lo  submit. 
Id  my  judgment  it  is  ibe  best  of  those  offered.  If 
we  do  HDyihiog  I  think  we  had  best  adopt  it,  but 
1  do  not  think  we  are  yet  prepared  to  act  on  it. 
We  hare  at  least  six  weeks  yet  to  sit.  for  if  we 
adjourn  before  Ihefirst  of  May.  it  will  be  the  short- 
est flrst  session  under  the  Qavernraent.  Why 
then  this  hurry — when  there  is  a  negotiation  de- 
peudisg,  and  when  infofmaiioa  may  be  received 


Committee  rising;  because  I  believe  that  the  laifr 
events  in  Europe  will  have  such  an  effect  ea 
Britain,  ns  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  our  Minister 
to  settle  our  afiiiirs  with  her  amicably;  andifsuy 
I  shall  be  verv  happy.  I  was  so  far  from  beio^ 
impressed  witb  the  opinioq.that  we  ought  to  act 
speedily  on  this  subject,  that  I  was  prepared  ta 
fill  the  blank  in  the  resolution  so  as  to  prevent  it 
from  taking  effect  before  the  first  of  January.  1 
flatter  myself  the  Committee  will  rise,  and  that 
we  shall  refuse  to  take  up  tbe  subject  for  somB 


same  ideas  with  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  I 
should  be  for  a  coarse  directly  the  reverse  of  that 
which  he  recomroeads.  He  xays  we  have  an  im- 
portant negoiiatioD  depending,  and  that  we  maf 
daily  expect  to  bear  from  our  Minister  on  that 
subject.  If  there  is  a  probability  of  a  successful 
termination  of  the  aegoiiaiion,  can  the  measures 
we  now  take  have  any  bearing  upon  ill  Tba 
gentleman  says  be  is  prepared  to  fill  up  the  blank 
with  the  firit  of  January.  What  effect  will  tbia 
have7  If  the  nt^liation  be  depending^  it  wiU 
show  our  Minister  and  tbe  British  AdminisirattoB 
the  voice  of  tbe  nation.  It  is  no  matter  then  bow 
soon  we  take  our  measures — the  sooner  the  better. 
I  have  no  idea  tbe  negotiation  has  termiiuied  at 
tbis  moment,  or  will  terminate  until  we  hava 
taken  our  measnrts.  J  hope,  therefore,  the  Com- 
mittee will  not  rise,  but  that  we  shall  take  up  tba 
motion  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Maryland,  to  wbich 
I  shaU  five  my  most  hearty  approfaatioa. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  then  withdrew  hi*  motion,  obaWT- 
ing  ihat  he  was  not  anxious  Ihat  the  resolutioa 
he  had  offered  should  be  acted  on  immediately. 

Mr.. Alston  renewed  the  motion  for  takinf 
into  consideration  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Nichol- 
BON,  prohibiting,  after  a  jparticular  lime,  the  im- 
portaiion  of  certain  speclned  articles  from  Oreal 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph  again  moved  that  the  Com- 
mitte  should  rise.    Motion  I'mI— yeas  58  nays  03. 

Tbe  question  was  put  on  Mr.  ALSTOit'a  motion, 
and  the  Committee,  without  a  divUiun.  agreed  lo 
take  up  the  proposition  submitted  by  Mr.  NiCBh 

Fhidat,  Bfarch  14. 
A  petition  of  Robert  Peters  and  others,  proprla- 
tors  of  squares  and  lots  iu  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  presented  to 
tbe  House  and  read,  praying  that  an  act  may  be 
passed  loBuibnrizeibe  recording,  in  the  Surveyor's 
office  of  the  cily,  of  all  dlviiions  of  squares  inlo 
lots,  or  subdivisions  of  lots  already  laid  off;  and 
that  aceriified  transcript  thereof  may  be  admitted 
as  evidence,  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  Of 
else  where  .—Referred  lo  Mr.  Dawbon,  Mr.  Ma- 
OROOER,  and  Mr.  Van  Rensselaeb. 

A  p<'iiiioo  of  Busbrud  Washington  and  LaW^ 
I  rence  Lewis,  of  ihe  Slate  of  Viiginia,  acting  €*• 
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ecuton  of  (he  will  of  Oeneral  George  Washing- 
ton, in  behairorchemBeUea&Qd  tfaeolberdeviieea 
'under  the  said  will,  was  presenied  to  (he  House 
BDCl  read,  praying  (hat  an  act  mar  pan  for  the 
purpose  of  euDfirming  ihe  title  of  the  said  execu- 
tors to  certain  landa  on  the  northwest  side  of  the 
tiver  Ohio,  on  or  near  the  Little  Miama,  granted 
to  their  leiiator,  in  the  year  one  ibonDnd  seven 
tiandred  and  ninety,  by  the  said  Biate  of  Virginia, 
Wad  which  are  fdund  to  be  within  the  lerritorjr 
-£eded  by  tjie  said  State  to  the  United  Slates.— 
Referred  to  the  Committee  <m  the  Public  t.anda. 

^he  House  proceeded  to  eoniider  a  motion 
'made  yeaterdar,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 
"  That  Major  General  Arthur  St.  Clair  be  heard 
«t  the  bar  of  the  House  in  suppon  of  his  claim:" 

Reaohed,  Thai  this  House  doth  wree  to  the 
■ame,  and  that  Monday  nest,  at  twelve  o'clock, 
be  assigned  for  that  par  pose. 
'  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  of  yesterday,  for  the  appointment 
ot  a  joint  committee  of  the  two  Houses,  to  con- 
^der  and  report  what  bosineM  is  Decestary  to  be 
-done  by  Congress,  the  present  seision :  Wbere- 

VpOD, 

'  Mfohed,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
Mid  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Eaklt,  Mr.  Jobr 
KANDOLPH,  Mr.  Gheoo,  Mr.  Jobh  C.  Smith, and 
lifr.  CaowNinsBiEuo,  he  appointed  a  committee, 
on  the  part  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  (he  Senate  infdrfQed  the  House 
-thftt  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
'«ct  for  the  relief  of^  Peter  Landaia "  with  an 
unendment;  to  which  th^  desire  tne  concur- 
rence  of  this  Hotuw. 

HPOBTATIONS  FROM  ORBAT  BHITAnf. 

idt.  Albtoji  called  for  (be  order  of  the  day,  for 
'the  House  (b  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
,tli«  Whole  OB  the  state  of  the  Union. 

]VIr.^[-AiiE  moved  to  postpone  this  order  till 
Uonday. 

The  Speaebb  declared  it  out  of  order  to  poat- 
poAi  such  an  order  of  the  day. 

t^e  Qi^estioit  of  going  into  a  Cotun^ltee  wus 
tjfea  put  and  carrief-yeas  70. 

The  CommiUee  hivin|  agreed  to  take  uj 
tvo'utioD  submitted  by  Mr.  nicHoLsoK — 

Ml.  McMroan  said:  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  with 
great  diffidence  I  rise  to  speak  oD  this  question.  I 
■m  a  merchant,  unaccustomed  to  speak  in  a  pub- 
lic body.  But,  sir,  when  I  see  the  dearest  inter- 
est* of  my  country  nnjiutlr  Btl«e^ed  by  a  foreign 
inatioD,  1  must  beg  the  indulgence  of  thisCom- 
jioittee  white  I  express  my  sentiments  on  ihese- 
^ous  aspect  of  our  foreign  relations.  Sir,  I  do 
'  not  wish  to  extenuate  the  conduct  of  any  nation. 
t  hare  no  predilection  for  one  foreign  nation  more 
than  another-  I  shall  endearor  to  speak  the  Un- 
guage  of  an  independent  American. 

Sir,  I  had  indulged  the  hope  that  the  ninth 
Congress  of  the  United  States  had  assembled  to 
deliberate  on  themomentouiafialtsof  their  coun- 
try as  Americans ;  but,  sir,  it  eiret  me  psin^  Bnd 
I  regret  extremely,  to  see  gentlemen  so  far  forget 
^be  interest  of  theii  own  coontiy  in  defending  the 


pretended  rights  of  others.  That  there  should  be 
a  difference  of  opinion  respecting  oar  own  regu- 
'~"  ~DS,was  to  be  expected,  but  when  yoarUvCoi 
merce  is  atlBcked  by  what  the  honorable  gen- 
tLeman  from  Virgioia  so  emphatically  term* ''the 
Leriathan  o(  the  Ocean,"  and  attacked,  too,  con- 
trary to  their  own  acknowledged  principles,  u 
laid  down  in  the  correspondence  between  yoni 
late  worthy  Minister,  Mr.  King,  and  the  British 
Minister,  Lord  Hawkesbury,  I  beg  leave  to  call 
the  Clerk  to  read  that  part  of  the  Boston  me- 
..  irial  which  relates  to  that  correspondence. 
CThe  Clerk  read  the  article.*] 


■  "In  I80I,  ID  oonseqnenos  of  a  decree  of  Ibe  Vif* 
Adminln  Court  at  NMUn.  eondamnini  the  ctzgo  of 
*A  Amencan  vessel  going  from  the  Vniled  States  to  a 
port  in  tlM  Spanish  cohtnln,  vrithacaiga  oonaiMiBgcf 
srtielM  tb«  gmwth  of  aid  Spain,  our  hif  hly  reject*- 
Me  and  able  MinialM  M  the  Cmirt  of  Londea  isaoie- 
dialely  addrMied  Lord  HawkMburj,  Hie  Ut^ftt^* 
BooMij  for  FiOMgB  AAira,  aad  raiBnswtraleJmaia- 
^pectfnl,  but  Sm  and  diinifiad  muaur,  againal  this 
infiingenent  and  rialatioB  of  the  ri^tta  of  neMnk. 

"  The  lemnostranee  «iet  that  '^ronpt  altantian  fioM 
the  Biitiih  OoTar»ment  which  Us  Bsnta  daiMDded; 
the  nibject  was  referred  to  the  Mtkadsntiiw  af  tb* 
Advocata  Ouenl,  who  reported  that  tb>  ■ 
the  Vice  Admiral^  Court  at  Nasaan  was  i 

Error;  that  it  wsa  now  (IBOl)  dLstioitlywi _. 

and  had  been  lepeatedlj  so  decided  by  tha  High  Court 
of  Appeal*,  tbst  the  prodnce  of  the  coloaie*  of  t^ 
enainy  may  be  impoitad  by  ■  neutral  into  hii  own 
country,  and  may  ba  re-eiportad  from  thence  even  to 
the  motlier  conotry  of  such  colony ;  and  in  like  man- 
ner, the  prodoce  and  naonbctures  of  the  matbar 
country  laay,  in  this  drcuilons  ranle,  legally  &id  Atir 
way  to  Ae  ooloni** ;  that  ■  direct  trade  bad  not  baaa 
gal,  a^  Ihe  deciaon  of  what  was,  er 


cnlty,  and  that  Ae  High  Court  af  Admiraltf  had  es- 
preuiy  decided,  and  the  Advaeale  G«aeral  saw  no  n*r 
aon  to  expect  the  Govt  of  4iva*b  would  va(^  the 
inle,  that  landing  tha  goods,  and  paying  tha  dntiee  in 
the  neutral  country  brMke  tli;e  eculinuity  of  Ae  m- 
ase,  and  is  snch  an  importatiopi  as  lagalisni  the  traos, 
sJthough  the  goods  be  reshipped  in  the  same  vwel, 

and  on  aocounl  of  the  ae^e  neutral  proj- ' 

ftvwarded  for  sale  (a  the  mother  county. 

"  The  report  of  the  Advocate  General  «i  , 

by  the  British  Oovemnant,  immediaUty  tnosautted 
by  Lord  Bawkeabury  to  Mr.  King,  and  t?  Ria  Majea- 
^s  aipreas  oomuand,  commnnicaled  by  the  Dnke  «f 
Pordand,  the  prindpal  Secntary  of  State,  to  the 
Lorda  ConmiaaioBara  of  die  Adnur^,  witfa  the  in- 
finmslian  that  it  was  Hi*  H^jasty'a  pleaMore  (bat  the 
doctrine  kid  down  in  the  Adrocale  Ganeiel'a  rqioTt 
should  be  imnedialely  made  knovm  to  the  aaveial 
jodge*  of  the  Vice  Admiralty  Couits,  setting  forth  to 
them  what  is  hfld  to  ba  law  npon  the  anbjeot  by  the 
■uperior  tribunals,  fin  their  SaOm  guidance  and  di- 
tection- 

"  Tbua  are  obtained  ao  recent^  as  within  Ave  yearn 
the  deliberate  opinions,  on  the  antgect  nnder  disca*. 
sion,  of  the  moat  eminent  Sngliah  civilian!,  and  of  ibe 
High  Court  of  Admirali^,  eomboraled  (if  (ma  of  tha 
firat  law  officera  of  the  Crown  may  be  creditsd)  hy 
the  nested  decisions  of  the  same  oonrt  of  snieela 
irtkich,  by  its  lata  and  contndictory  decree  in  the  caae 
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B,  OP  R. 


Tbit  U  DO  fiotion,  rir  j  it  ie  a  men  matter  ef 
fact.  After  all  ihis  I  must  coofbas  I  am  aatou- 
uhed  lo.fiod  genllemeD  ia  an  Americaa  Coagrcss 
paUiating  the  impreumcni  of  ottr  Mamen,  and 
tbe  iBdiaerimiBate  c(»<lenaiiBtic»  of  ear  veu  ' 
mmA  eugem.  An  we  prepared  to  present 
hnmUe  ilddKW  to  hi*  niMt  moiou*  Majeaty 
the  tbme,  pisjin^  he  wonM  Tovcfaeafe  to  take 
«i  in  y«  bdir  Jmepmi,  Mrdoa  our  fonuT  tranc- 

Eeasions,  and  aeocfU  or  us  as  li^e  Eubjeeta  who 
re  erred  fnm  the  right  way?    No,  sir.    We 


we  ncffer  get  iM  of  the  idea  of  cidoDict*  and  de- 
pmdenii  on  Qieat  Brit&ia? 

I  (hall  now  coinne«c«  my  obaarvMixna  oo  oat 
UDforvmnte  feUow-ekiBeni  in  firhiih  bondage; 
aad  Jb  asawer  to  the  hoDocaUe  genderam  from 
Mary  land,  whoai  I  T«ry  maeh  reapeet  I  da  fnsk- 
\f  ackBomedgs  that  aeamigit  all  the  petitions 
pMseated  to  you  by  the  merehanU  of  the  United 
Statai,  there  ii  aot  oae  word  abont  oar  impreaied 
aounea,  Satem  and  another  port  excepted.  But, 
■ir,l  bwleare  toiQfonatbiaCDiaBiiitM,andths 
honorablegeatleman,  that  before  wtenter  our  vm 
aeU  U  ihecoMoiB-hoiMe,  weate  called  apon  to  ^1 
Beaa  tbe  raoordiog  of  ^u  lale  of  human  wo  before 
a  notary  pnblie,tlattn(r  all  the  lOBineo  inproned 
dnriaff  w  Toyage.  Thi*  i«  immediately  trana- 
nitted  to  the  Seoretary  ai  State,  for  the  coreect- 
nessof  whieh  I  refer  you  to  the  documeats  from 
that  dapartneot  now  oa  yoar  table.  Sir,  i«  it 
I,  is  it  candid,  ia  it  liberal,  ia  it  reapMlfal 


of  tlM  Eawx,  Orne,  bia  eaitwd  to  diaactiotti  an 
BMti.tion  and  oaudemnation  of  Amencaa  propeiM. 

"  Judgment  thus  penpicuousW  stated  and  anuiced 
by  this  bigfa  authority,  it  wh  Air  In  cotuidar  a<  in- 
tended for  a  beacon  to  the  channal  through  vMch  lua- 
tral  commerce  might  be  prosecaled  with  wcirn^.  It 
i»  hoped  the  erent  wiU  not  prove  they  nere  a  mere 
^u  fatuut  to  eninare  Am  innocant  and  nn«uipi' 

*■  At  any  rate,  wbeAer  the  doctrnte  were  aonnd  or 
not,  or  whathra  it  injmed  Great  Britain  or  not,  it  can- 
not beeome  the  falttKiity  and  magnaninity  of  a  freat 
and  poirsrfbl  nation  at  onea.  and  withnvt  notioa,  to 
leeenn  her  rale  of  eonduct  towaadi  other  Btatee,  and 
ta  prey  upon  A*  onprotaotad  fnafirtj  at  a  friendly 
Fmi(i,  the  •xtearion  of  wImm  eemmtrte  had  been  in- 
ntad  t^Uw  foroal  aTowal  irf  her  iateniioni,  >ttdpio»' 
eenled  nadar  a  leUence  on  her  good  £uth,  utd  Irom 
the  oonSdanoe  repoeed  that  her  oonrta,  onilbrm  in 
theii  piineiplea,  would  never  be  influenced  b;  the 
tiniB  ei'i  I  i  ug  pelitici  of  the  mmaent- 

"  But  vhalever  may  hare  been  the  motirea  for  the 
proceedings  on  the  put  of  Great  Britain,  the  eSbct  is 
nolorioua.  From  her  recent  conduct  great  looiea  have 
been  mutuned ;  oar  commerce  baa  been  cheeked  and 
emburaised,  and  large  quantiliea  of  produce  are  now 
Temaining  ItM^ed  np  in  this  coontry  which 
chased  fcr  braign  maifceta,  becanae  our  i  .  . 

cannot  tend  it  abroad  without  taking  riAs  en  them- 
aeWea  whieh  jnudance  would  net  jnaliiy,  or  witheot 
payhig  miA  rntea  fn  fanoraace  h  the  trade  of  the 


to  tbe  Commtittee  to  impute  such  nnwonby  m»- 
tivee  to  the  merchants  as  we  hare  heard  ex* 

Cifi^ed  on  this  Soar  1  Tfc^  are  men,  sir  \  and  I 
eliere  candor  will  allow  Ihem  their  share  of  »ea- 
sibiliiy,  and  that  they  sympaihize  for  anfferiDg 
humanity  as  much  as  a  planter,  a  farmer,  a  law- 
yer, or  any  ciast  of  tbe  coHunnnity.  Sir,  I  feel 
aa  moch  as  any  man  for  tbe  anffering*  of  this 
meritorioiis  clast  of  cdtizens,  haring  been  an  ey»> 
witness  to  the  harbaMO*  treatment  in&ieted  hy  the 
officav  «f  the  British  Qovernmttni  «n  one  of 
them.  He  was  laafaed  to  a  •eaSbld  on  the  gun- 
wale of  a  boat,  and  whipped  from  ship  to  ship^ 
until  ha  had  reoeired  fire  hundred  laihee.  ^hat 
was  the  coBseqnence}  He  expired  iba  next 
moming.  What  was  hia  erine  1  He  had  becK 
im|ffeaacd  into  their  cruel  bond^K,and  had  oi- 
dearofed  to  rcgaia  hia  liberty  I  We  are  ashed, 
what  is  the  Kemedy  for  this  ooKmge  1  Thaee  is 
bat  on^  ait.  Demamd  satisfaction  fat  the  past, 
aad  in  flMure  make  yovr  flag  pioteet  yvnr  citi- 
zens, at  kast  on  the  hish  aeai,  the  common  high 
road  of  all  naiioni.  Your  mRehania  can  inawra 
their  properly  against  this  "LeviathaD  of  th« 
Ocean,-"  but  then  is  no  alternptjre  for  the  pixa 
sailor,  he  is  ineritahly  doomed  to  croel  slaver  r. 

I  BOW  come  to  epenk  of  foicign  aaations.  W« 
are  told  that  the  American  mercnant* cover  Bpa^ 
ish  property.  This  may  be  the  case.  I  belieTO 
it  i  tmt  it  is  to  a  very  limited  amount-  The  Span- 
iA  merchants  haTe  little  eajHtal  at  praent  ta 
dJipose  of.  Their  Oovenunent  owes  itiern  co»- 
BtderaUe  same  of  moaey,  and  tbe  paper  eamnof 
of  that  <2o*emawBt  ia  at  such  a  diaeonnt  (I  hn- 
lie*e  frons  40  to  SO  pel  oeot)  that  they  are  not 
aUe  to  extend  their  eomowne,  if  tixf  Were  enc 
ao  much  diipesed  to  do  ao. 

lUapeetlBg  the  French  aawchaafc,  B  great  pro* 
pof  tioB  o^  tbea  in  Fnnee  are  banluopts,  in  cot»> 
seqaence  of  hecry  taxes,  contribatioBa,  forced 
loans,  and  all  the  iwraaitions  of  imperial  inge»»- 
ity.  That  cotntiy  onpiAds  aot  on  commerce  far 
her  nvenon;  she  coUecte  one  hundred  and  twen> 
ty  millioDB  of  dollars  per  onmm,  of  which  iweltn. 
millions  only  an  leried  upon  eommeree,  beiaj|' 
but  ten  per  ceuL  on  tbe  ^de  revenne.  Their 
merohante  hare  it  net  in  ibeir  power  to  extend 
their  busineu  for  want  of  a  capital,  whieh  is  a- 
fact  that  will  be  acknowledged  by  all  comma* 
cial  nen.  They  are  by  no  means  the  fartvites  ot 
the  Bmpcroi ;  he  grants  tham  no  indalgeneea^  «f 
which  tba  late  transaeiiona  at  the  national  bank 
are  a  snfficieni  etidenee. 


Datch  mnohantsj  they  tratia  rery  little  on  their 
own  aecoant  in  time  of  war.  but  are  constantlf 
solieiting  Uie  Amattcan  iBarahaiiti  to  make  con- 
sigomenis  of  property  to  sell  on  eommiseion. 
And  yet  we  arc  told  In  that  omde,  tbe  oelebraied 
pamphlet,  "War  in  Disguise,"  that  Frmnee,  Spain, 
and  Holland,  carry  on  the  war  against  ureal 
Britain  with  properly  covered  by  Amcricana4 
Will  any  rational  man  believe  them? 

I  Dov  come  to   Orent  Britain,  sirj  not  one 
word  has  bMD  said  about  proparty  coreied  for 
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hn.  She  ii  iminactilRle ;  kbe  it  inaocent ;  the 
can  do  no  wrong.  I  have  good  ■atboriiy  for  this 
h*t  «xpreuioD.  Th«  Kiag  layi  m>,  aod  oibera 
rrprai  ■[>  Bir,  inrocdiaieff  upon  ihe  coaliiioa 
being  formed  od  the  cODtintnt  of  Europe,  (he 
fciied  upon  jour  uotuipcetJDK  eeiD merer,  and 
■urprited  it  wiih  oew  priociplea  mad  new  doc- 
trinn  in  her  Court*  of  Admiralty,  which  opera- 
ted with  ber  shipi  of  war  in  the  tame  raaoaer  as 
thoueb  ihey  had  aciuallir  rrceiTcd  orders  from 
tbe  Lord*  of  ibe  Adniiraltf  (how  iaiidiouil  but 
thejr  iindenland  tUcoy)  to  capture  and  briog  jo 
all  Ainerieaa  reitelt  bonad  toeoemy'iporU;  and 
if  by  cbaDce  nay  of  thrm  Mcape  their  faogd, 
after  a  mock  tml,  ihcy  are  compelled  to  pa; 
CDormoBi  charges,  from  fire  hundred  to  lii  hun- 
dred gnioea),  and  lometimeB  more.  Thi*  oper- 
ate* as  a  premium  to  carrf  in  all  your  Teueli, 
IniowiDg  beforebaod  they  will  hare  nothing  to 
pay ;  for,  alihoagb  you  gain  year  eauie,  you 
must  pay  the  cost*.  Tbia,  tir,  diieouragea  your 
eautioQt  and  beat  merehania,  and  i  hey  are  tbui 
eooapcllrd  to  abandoo  and  decline  pnrauiog  a  la- 
etatire  and  lawful  traffic. 

If  there  be  any  properly  corercd  for  Oreat  Bri- 
tain,! bare  every  reaaoo  to  beliere.fromfaettl  will 
aiate  to  thecotamittee,  that  it  appertain* almost  ax- 
clgiirelr  to  lome  Britisb  merehaQt*  lately  adopted 
ciiizea*  of  ibe  United  Statea,  for  they  take  good 
flare  10  keep  all  their  buaioeaa  in  their  own  bands. 
Tbey  arc  iha  boneai  aoerebaDta  who  own  the  hoa- 
cat  veaaekwehaTe  heard  lomach  about, and  they 
MMtagtftrA  In  eiportiog  cotton,  tobacco,  and  other 


yon  what  I  do  not  know,  (a*  baa  been  said  In  this 
Committee,)  but  I  will  tell  yon  what  I  do  know. 
Sir,  the  rcai  American  merchant*  cannot  enter 
iMo  eompetitioB  with  them.  They  ha*a  their 
partienlar  friend*  in  Engtand,  who  are  interested, 
ud  will  of  coorae  gire  them  the  preferrnce.    By 


aompellad  to  lake  in  ballait  along  side  of  those 
very  shifw  who  have  full  freights  engased.  Thus, 
air,  the  real  American  merchant  is  tne  dupe  of 
tbese  flonest  adapted  British  citizens.  These  are 
Toar  slippery-eel  merchants,  so  juvtly  denomina- 
ted by  tne  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
Whose  acme  of  mind  I  much  admire.  Tbey  were 
indeed,  sir,  so  slippery  io  some  of  yonr  districts, 
thai  it  was  found  necessary  to  pass  a  law  exclod' 
ing  all  of  ihem  who  revided  in  foreign  countriea 
from  owning  any  ship  or  vesael  belonging  to  the 
United  Braie*;  for  a  number  of  them,  after  bav- 
iiig  made  foriuoes  out  of  your  nentrality,  had 
aLpped  off  to  Qreat  Britain  la  spend  the  tnoney 
and  the  remainder  of  their  days.  And  in  order 
that  we  might  not  compromit  our  neutrality  in 
this  deceptive  business,  our  National  LegiiJaiure 
has  been  careful  to  pass  a  law  in  the  first  sevnioo 
(rf'ihe  eighth  Congress,  dated  27ih  March,  1804, 
to  eorreei  the  abuse,  which  has  in  some  meaiure 
put  a  check  lo  ii ;  and  yet  we  are  emphatically 
told  it  is  unlv  coffee,  sugar,  and  East  India  goods 
tttat  an  guilty  of  the  sin  of  iDieifeiing  with  Bii- 


tith  merchanis,  those  monop^zera  of  th«  eoB^ 
merce  o(  the  whole  world. 

I  mention  these  facts,  sir,  to  rindicatc  the  cba- 
racter  of  the  real  American  mercfaants;  ii  will 
stand  the  test  with  that  of  any  other  nation  in  iti« 
world.  Sir,  look  at  your  revenue  Bysiem.  eaaroiaa 
sll  the  records  of  your  district  courU,  see  boar  *cif 
few  Ones  and  forfeitures  they  have  inenrrrd,  ana 
then  compare  them  with  any  class  of  ciiizeas  yoa 
please,  and  you  will,  I  am  confident,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, exculpate  them  from  such  disingenuous  re- 
flections as  have  been  animadverted  upon  in  ihia 
Committee.  Sir,  they  make  it  a  point  of  honor 
10  discourage  smuggling,  knowing  the  whole  rer- 

enue  of  their  cour ' ' ■"■■  '^-■— 

which  they  hart 

itlenten  v 


lot  but  persuade  mvaelf  tfaat  on  mniore  1 
inn,  gentlemen  will  not  witi 
clasa  of  the  cimiinuDiiy  the  protection  guarantied 


withhold  from  that 


them  by  the  consiitution  of  their  coaniry. 
is  a  fact  well  known  to  this  Committee  tut  tha 
Federal  Coostiiuiion,  under  whicb  we  now  hold 
our  seats  io  this  House,  grew  out  of  the  greu  in- 
convenience*  we  then  experienced  ia  our  coa>- 
mereial  afliiira  with  foreign  nations.  Surely  tbef 
are  not  outlawed.  I  tmst  not  air.  I  hope  better 
treatment  from  the  hand*  of  my  eoaauy. 

I  now  come  lo  tbe  true  history  and  the  oaoM 
of  the  aggreaiian*  of  Oreat  Britain.  It  is  my  dif- 
ficult to  trace  her  in  all  her  ramifieanona  offr*ai 
on  youi  neutrality  and  of  injustice  on  your  com- 
merce. Sir,  when  the  present  continental  ronlL- 
lion  was  concluded,  the  ''  lords  of  tbe  ocean"  witk 
that  colossus  the  East  India  Company,  tba  mei- 
cfaantB  tradinc  from  London  to  the  continent  of 
Europe,  the  West  India  merchant^and  some  of 
oar  honest  adopted  eittiens  frona  Qreat  Britain, 
all  agreed  with  common  consent  to  be  io  the  Ash- 
ion  ;  and  they  formed  a  coalition  against  yoar  com- 
merce, and  ordered  a  book  to  be  written,  in  whicb 
ibey  took  a  conspicuous  part,  called  "  War  io  Di^ 
guise."  This  was  truly  on  tbeir  part  war  in  diM- 
^iM,  and  the  first  act  of  hostility  they  commenced 
upon  your  uosuxpccting  commerce;  and  I  hope 
they  may  ultimately  meet  the  fate  of  &I1  other 
eoalitioni.  at  least  as  far  as  resprcta  our  coaniry. 
The*  had  ordered,  as  all  oealiiiont  do,  n  large 
supply  of  ammnniiioni  one  huadtrd  thousand 
copies  of  this  instrument  of  death  to  your  com- 
merce were  distributed,  at  sixpoice  each,  to  aU, 
part*  of  the  British  dominions,  in  order  that  yooc 
property  might  be  plundered  foi  the  use  of  th» 
naval  commanders,  who  could  no  longer  find  any 
otfaerproperly  on  the  ocean.  This  book  «ayt,''thef 
must  retire  on  a  bandsomecompeiencyat  lbecloe» 
□f  the  war,"  no  mailer  from  wham  it  is  taken. 

N?it  comes  [he  East.India  Company,  that  colos- 
sus of  mercantile  avarice,  whose  monopoly  draws 
into  its  vortex  all  the  demand  for  East  India  pro- 
duce in  Europe.  Your  lawful  commerce  to  those 
markets  ioivrfered  with  them,  and  was  eoosideied. 
incompatible  with  thin  monopoly  and  must  ba 
doomed  to  destruction. 

Next  come  the  merchants  trading  from  LondmL 
to  the  Gontiaeat  of  Europe.  Thry  atirod  iba 
public  auctions,  puichaae  your  coodtDued  voasels 
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anil  their  cargoes,  procure  a  liccnie  from  their 
OoTetDtDeot,  aod  seod  ihe  same  cargo  od  ibeir  own 
account  to  the  Tcrf  laaiket  yoar  own  cilizens  ia< 
teoded  it  for. 

1  now  come  to  lome  of  those  honeal  adapted 
Briliah  merchaou  ;  and  in  order  to  elucidale  that 
subject,  I  will  beg  leave  to  read  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  one  of  the  Gnt  houses  of  reipeclabiliiy  in 
London,  aaid  to  be  in  the  coofldence  of  the  Hia- 

"  Thi*  Govetnment  bu  panted  lieenna  to  oeatnl 
YcMcU,  who  take  in  a  proportiaQ  of  thair  cargoe*  in 
Great  Britaia,  to  proceed  to  the  SpaoUb  coloaiee  to  lb« 
•oath  of  the  line,  pionded  the  Tetoroed  caisoee  are  to 
be  broui^t  to  tbia  conotiyi  end  I  haie  noweeTcial  ei- 
peditione  of  thie  nature  noder  mj  dLreclian  G>t  the  ec- 
Gonat  of  hoDM*on  the  continent,  who  prefer  lubjectuig 
theoileI*ec  to  the  condilions  Miniiten  haTe  impoeed 
Au  the  toleration  of  that  l»de,  to  the  riak  of  deteotUtn 
and  ill  coiuequencee  eTen  in  the  erent  of  reititntion." 

This  is  oo  fiction,  sir,  it  ie  a  fact.  It  cuts  your 
commerce  like  a  two^^dged  sword,  ioTolre*  your 
neutrality, and  pre*eatsyour  own  merchants  from 
goioii  to  the  same  market,  the  proBt  on  which 
nltimately  centres  in  Oreat  Britaia.  There  are 
at  this  moment  British  agents  in  two  ofyonreom- 
laercial  ciiie^aod  I  suppose  more  in  other  parts 
of  the  United  Stateaaa  well  asin  Europe,  foi  they 
swarm  00  the  industry  of  all  nationi.  They  are 
acting  in  concert  to  carry  on  thi^  licensed  trade 
with  the  Spaoish  colooies,  their  eoemies  jeopard' 
izingyour  neutrality,  to  the  manifest  injury  of  the 
teal  American  merchant*.  Tbia  is  a  very  tsloa- 
ble  branch  of  commerce,  as  yon  may  readily  sup- 
pose from  ihe  price  that  sagacious  calculating  na- 
lioa  sets  upon  tt.  What  is  the  reiuli  of  alt  tliisi 
Why,  sir,  if  it  were  not  for  the  interference  of  this 
very  GoTernment,  so  much  extolled  al  the  expense 
of  your  own,  we  should  enjoy  the  benefit  ourselves. 
They  themkelres  license  vessela  to  earry  on  a 
commtrrce,  which  if  pursued  by  your  citizeos, 
without  ibeir  permisaion,  is  sure  to  be  pluodered, 
Tliua,sir,  that  Qofernmentaiisails  your  commeice 
at  home,  and  condemns  it  abroad,  on  the  most 
Texatious  and  unwarrantable  pretensiona. 

Sir,  1  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Commii'ee  to  an  important  fact.  Examine  your 
treaty  with  Spaio,  your  treaty  with  France,  your 
U<;aiy  with  Holland,  your  treaties  with  some  of 
the  Northern  Powers,  what  do  they  Myl  "Free 
■hips  make  free  goods."  What  does  Great  Brit- 
aia say  1  "  You  shall  give  up  the  goods  of  my 
enemies,"  and  you  accede  to  it.  Is  this  recipro- 
cal? Is  it  justi  Is  it  not  a  humiliating  cooces- 
aion?  la  this  cauge  of  war?  What  wys  that 
oracle,  that  celebrated  pamphlet,  on  ibio  occasion  1 
Not  a  word,  sir;  it  is  as  silent  as  the  graTe.  Who 
now  has  the  greatest  cause  of  complaiDt,  Qreat 
Brilaio  or  ber  enemiesl  Her  motto  is  '<  UDiver- 
aal  dominaiion  over  the  Kas" — the  commoa  high- 
way  of  ail  nations — and,  unless  you  assert  your 
riVhta,  you  wilt  be  swept  into  the  general  vortex. 
We  are  told  that  this  is  a  war  measure.  If  it  be 
true,  and  commercial  regulations  are  of  that  na- 
ture, we  are  at  war  with  Qieat  Britain  at  this 
lery  niomani,  for  she  imposes  four  pet  cent,  on 


her  exports  to  our  country.  You  cacnot  impose 
any  on  yonr  exporta  to  that  country ;  it  is  uncon- 
Btiiuiional. 

In  the  course  of  debate  on  this  subject,  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Virginia  observed :  "  la 
'  there  a  man  no  credulous  as  to  believe  that  we 
'  possess  a  capital  not  only  eqna)  to  what  may  be 
'called  our  own  proper  trade,  but  large  enough 
'  to  transmit  to  the  respective  parent  States  the 
'  vast,  wealthy  products  of  the  French,  Spanish, 
'  and  Dutch  colonies  T'  I  will  not  pretend  to  say 
bow  much  of  this  weal th  we  do  carry  in  our  own 
vessels.  lam  snre  we  do  not  iraniport  the  whole 
of  it ;  but  the  following  statement  of  the  capital 
employed  io  the  carrying  trade,  (so  called.)  will 
show  that  we  have  sufficient  funds  to  load  oat 
own  vessels,  and  that  it  is  worth  our  white  to  give 
it  proiectioD : 

Agreeably  to  the  Seaetary  of  the  Tieaaory's  report^  it 
appears  we  had  the  last  yesi,  BTS.QOO  tons  of  ^^ 
ping  BOi[4oyad  in  foreign  cwnmeica,  tbe  net  revenue 
of  which  has  been  called  the  oariTing  trade 

•8110,000 
Dedoct,  to  nake  it  average  with  the  tonnage 
of  the  lart  thirteen  yeaia  of  neutiali^      -    106,000 

746,000 

'ive  hnndred  and  fifty  thousand  Ions  of  American 
shipraug  have  been  employed  In  fbrngn  commerce, 
per  Trouuiy  reports,  will  sierage  for  the  lut  thii- 
tecD  jean  neutrality,  calculating  at  the  tow  estima- 
tion of  one  Toysge  per  annum  (some  vessels  make 
two  voyagea,  and  others  are  lost,)  it  will  leave  an 
average  of  fourteen  doUar*  per  ton  net  gain  to  the 
United  States  fu  each  year,  is      -        -  97,700,000 

Freight  to  Eorope,  average  -        -        •        -        -  SS 

East  Indies,  do SO 

Wed  Indies,  do 16 

B7 
Dedoct  wagee,  provision^  commissions,  insarance, 
A^ « 

Avaiage  pei  ton  -     ,  -        -  •        -  M 

Cakolating  thDrteen  yean  of  nantnli^,  from  Febraa- 
ry,  1703,  to  Pebnuu?,  1800,  <m  600,000  ton^  the 
aversge,  s>  sbove  itstod,  makes  98,445,000  par  an- 
num, gained  in  the  carrying  trade.  It  mttet  be  un- 
derstood that  the  freight  is  calculated  on  the  prodnoa 
of  ear  own  soil,  u  well  as  the  fiireign  produce  car- 
ried in  our  veesets.  No  lefeience  to  profit  ii  made; 
it  is  onoertain,  bat  may  be  presnmed  to  be  at  least 
SB  Diucb  SB  the  freight       -        -        -  $104,446,000 

Add  to  this,  about  the  actual  capital  of  all 

the  banks  in  the  United  Butea  -     36,000,000 

To  this  miMt  be  added  fifty  per  cent.,  as 
most  of  tbe  banks  divide  from  eight  to 
nine  per  cent,  per  annnm  ;  and  as  they 
are  only  ellowed  six  per  cent,  per  an- 
num on  the  capital,  thry  moat  of  course 
loan  one  thii  amount  to  tbe  merchant* 
■nd  others,  which  answsn  all  the  pui- 
poeea  of  money  ...        -      17,600,000 

Total •   156,946,000 
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b  BOt  ihii  infficieDt  eapitsl  to  expoTt  the  pro- 
dace  of  oor  own  Mtl,  and  imparl  thai  of  other 
Bat) □  as,  at  least  io  far  at  our  lonuage  eileodal 
There  may  b«  >om«  inaccaraeiet  in  the  above 
atatements,  hut  I  believe  they  are  gnbataDlially 

Tbat  eclebraied  book,  "War  is  Dii^iM"— ike 
oraole  of  lome  jgientlemen — amrtg  that  we  do  not 
OM  funr  JD  (fail  coaairy.  How  far  that  is  true, 
1  wtincR,ve  the  Cominitiee  to  decide.  1  believe 
vben  the  premiaet  are  found  to  be  faiee,  we  may 
eovclude  tuat  very  little  reliaDce  can  be  placed  on 
&e  other  assertiooa.  I  believe,  sir,  that  this  book 
anw  designed  to  operate  a  double  purpose;  fir«l, 
to  attack  yonrconiBterce  with  one  baoa,  and  with 
Ihe  other  dirow  the  Brebrand  between  yonr  agri- 
Mltnra]  and  commercial  iotereats. 

Qentlemeu  may  talk  about  a  foreiffu  Gorem- 
■UM  fightiitg  f«f  Its  very  cotiaMooe.  Ibcliereit; 
bfit,  air,  1  MUMatthem  to  look  at  iiune.  See  what 
tint  boM  aod  iha  enieearles  of  that  aaiioo  aim  to 
accomptiah.  Beynre  tf  then  I  I  belieTe  it  is  a 
deadly  blow  aimed  at  your  own  existence  by  pro- 
ptoiiog  diecord  and  disseoiion*  among  tfae  claah- 
iDS  intereitf  of  yonr  ezteoaive  country,  the  issue 
(rfwjiipb  no  human  foresight  can  predict. 

After  all  this,  shall  we  not  relieve  our  citizens 
who  are  held  in  slavery?  Shall  we  let  commerce 
protect  itsetf?  Bh^U  we  do  nothing?  Yea,  sir, 
we  wiH  demand  tntiafaciion.  The  love  of  coun- 
try is  not  yet  extinguished  in  the  breast  of  \mtt- 
icaos.  Noj  air,  U  is  their  birttitighl ;  it  »  inbe- 
lepl  in  their  very  nature. 

We  iMve  heard  a  great  <teal  Hboui  nenlral  rights 
tmvg  nations.  There  la  »o  such  tluw  at  ibis 
day.  Sir.  I  consider  them  all  alike.  Power  is 
ligoL    The  following  will  ahow  it: 

The  ship  Little  Cornelia,  belonging  to  the  dis- 

SEt  whlcn  I  have  the  hoQOf  to  represent,  was 
ten  and  carried  ioio  Oreal  Britain.  Thecap- 
tajn  informed  his  owner  she  was  likely  to  be  eon- 
dematuL  The  fiewi  of  the  MpUulatioa  vf  Via 
Ikiriyea;  jhe  decree  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  is 
uupended.  A  few  days  a^erwards  Lord  Nelson's 
victory  is  announced ;  and,  when  the  wnrt  loai, 
^e  was  condemned,  vessel  and  cargo.  You  can 
,  np  BMte  depend  vpon  (he  doMriBas  of  her  CouMs 
^  AdmiEalty  than  ymi  eaq  »pMi  bar  Hiaistry. 
Witii^M  tba  correspondafloe  between  your  late 
MsDHtee,  Mr.  Kioc,  aad  Lord  Hawkeabvry.  Clir, 
tbera  i*  a  kind  of  legerdemein  in  all  this  business 
to  fileb  yoa  of  your  property.  Sir  Wiltism  Eicott, 
whoae  private  character  £ont  of  office)  Is  very 
much  respected,  is,  if  I  am  correctly  ipformed, 
one  of  the  Prfvf  Conacilj  and  ilia  there,  sir,  that 
your  neutral  tights  are  arbitrated,  accordi^  to 
the  favorable  or  advene  aovrp  they  may  have  re- 
ceived. 

Sir,  I  will  not  pledge  myaelf  for  thi*  geatle- 
man's  or  that  geatleuun's  raaolulioni  but,  air,  I 
will  agree  to  adopt  such  atioi^  maesures  as  ^11 
command  redress.  J  will  not  laoielir  aubmit  to 
■nch  lawless  aggrcnaioiiL  No,  air,  I  will  not. 
We  are  not  sent  here  to  legislate  for  any  pariieo- 
Iwsaatieaof  our  country;  we  are  aent  to  promote 
(ba  ganaral  welfaie.    I  hope,  and  do-iepaee  that 


(Of      I 

her 

if    ' 


eocSdence  in  this  bononble  body,  that  we  sha9 
unite  in  one  comnion  cause,  and  rally  rraod  our 
Constitution;  give  protection  to  the  Nortii,  to  the 
South,  to  the  East,  and  to  the  West ;  aod,  as  the 
storm  threatens,  place  full  powers  in  the  hands  of 
our  political  captain  to  gnide  the  ship,  west' 
ont  ihe  storm,  and  cooduct  the  bark  to  her 
tired  havea. 

Mr.  Ca  ANDLEB.— 'Hr.  Ohairman,  ttnaecHstomed 
as  I  am  to  public  speaking,  it  is  with  extreme  dif- 
Gdenoe  that  I  rise  -to  make  «  fcw  ahmatatiooa  on 
the  aeasures  now  tmder  eonsiderattoa ;  but  the 
subject  is  ao  importaat  that  I  am  MiwiUiDg  to 
give  a  silent  vote. 

It  appears  to  beacknowledged  byall  tbe  gead^ 
men  wKo  have  spoken  before  me,  that  we  have 
juai  cause  of  complaiol  against  Great  Britain; 
that  abe  basioipressed  our  seamen  and  compelled 
them  to  serve  on  board  her  ships  of  wai;  lo  the 
nnmber  of  sevemi  thousand ;  that  she  holds  them 
in  tbe  most  degradiDg  servitude,  aod  compels 
them  to  fight  her  battles  against  a  nation  with 
whom  we  are  at  peace,  and  that  she  has  seized 
aod  coademDcd,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  naitons^ 
and  utage,  our  ahips  and  property  to  a  very  la^« 
amount.    This  factj  Mr.  Ohairman, '-  —  --;•"—' 


,  were  I  to  attempt  to  in- 
troduce new  evidence  to  prove  it. 

This  point  being  concededj  it  dten  lemains  to 
be  determined  whether  we  will  tamely  submit  to 
these  vnnton  aggressions  npon  our  nghts  as  an 
independent  and  a  neutral  nation,  or  hate  recourse 
to  measorea  of  some  kiod  calcnlaled  to  obtain  re- 
dress for  tfae  past,  and  security  for  the  future. 
The  first,  Mr.  Chairmaii,  ought  to  be  put  out  of 
the  question.  To  Kubmit,  without  oppoeitiao,  to 
to  wanton  and  so  flagrant  violation  of  oar  rights, 
would  render  us  onworthy  the  name  of  Amei-i- 
cans.  For  what  did  we  contend  with  this  same 
Oreat  Britain  io  1775  and  the  succeeding  years') 
When  we  were  few  in  numbers,  and  at  fitat  with- 
out arms,  withont  ammonitioti,  withoat  money, 
or  other  established  nsources,  and  withoM  allies? 
Sir,  a  Warren,  a  McClary,  a  Hootgomerr.  a 
Mercer,  and  a  host  of  heroes,  fought,  and  bled, 
aod  died— for  what  1  For  the  rights,  tbe  liber- 
tiet,  the  freoilom,  and  independence  of  oar  ooud- 
try.  And  shtll  we,  Mr.  Oh  airman,  wi  thorn  one 
effort,  surrender  those  dear-bought  righla  aod 
privileges,  the  price  of  which  waa  the  heal  blood 
of  our  countrymen?  No,  sir,  we  shall  not,  we 
will  not  do  it;  our  Ihces  would  he  covered  with 
shame,  and  disgrace  as  well  as  injury  de&eend  to 
our  childt«n.  But,  sir,  this  Committee  will  not 
consent  to  a  surrender  of  those  rights,  which  thev 
are  constituted  to  guard  and  protect  They  will, 
I  presume,  at  least  a  great  majority  of  them,  be 
disposed  to  take  measures  anfflcienlly  strong  l» 
compel  that  haughty  nation  to  do  na  instiee. 

I  believe,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  only  diflerence  it 
opinion  with  most  of  us  ia.whai  meaatirea  will  be 
most  likely  to  have  the  desired  effect,  wkb  tb« 
least  injury  to  ourselves.  For  my  own  part  I 
was  in  ravor  of  ibe  reaoluiiou  laid  on  the  table  bf 
the  gentlemoa  from  Pennsylvania.    I  allkdtto 
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:he  ocie  which  bas  been  several  days  under  d'u 
JUssion.  I  was  ia  hvor  of  it,  because  I  belie»e  i 
vould  be  ibe  most  effeetnal ;  and  no  mao  I  think 
un  doubt  out  righl  to  adopt  snch  a  measure,  it 
wing  only  a  comtnercial  regulation,  such  as  every 
ndepeudent  oatioD  may  ri^hiflilly  make  when- 
>rer  her  intent  or  coorenience  require  it.  It 
irould,  ia  my  ojunioD,  be  most  likelv  to  effect  our 
>bject,  because  it  would  most  deeply  touch  that 
eiider  point,  their  interest;  and  it  is  their  i 
«rest  wDich  goverus  tbem.  If  we  forsake  thf 
rorkshops  and  warehouses,  it  wtll  materially 
iffect  tbeir  manufactures  aod  trade.  Indeed,  to 
ue  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennayl- 
'ania  it  will  reach  tbe  vitals  of  her  commerce; 
md  if  it  were  to  go  to  the  vitals  of  their  nation, 
he  fault  js  not  oursj  they  are  the  aggressors,  we 
ict  on  the  defensive  only.  If,  sir,  that  nation  has 
wo  million  of  people  employed  ia  the  cloth  man- 
ifacture  alone  as  was  staled  by  a  gentleman 
rom  Maryland,  (which  number,  however,  I  think 
00  large,)  she  muat  at  least  have  four  millions 
n  the  whole  emptoyEd  in  manufactures  of  all 
:inds.  We  take  from  her  of  these  mBnofactures 
0  the  amount  of  thirty  millLons  aonually— a  mnr- 
:et  for  which  she  cannot  Gtid  elsewhere.  Inier- 
liet  the  importation  of  her  goods,  and  what  is  the 
onsequence  7  She  cannot  par.  and  therefore 
lot  employ  her  workmen.  86e  will  not  fine 
iccount  in  manufectoring  goods  annually  to  the 
imouQt  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars  more  than 
he  can  find  a  market  for :  therefore  her  work- 
neoj  at  least  one  million  of  them,  will  be  out  of 
mploymeot.  How  are  they  to  subsist  1  How 
;an  they  get  their  bread  7  Other  means  thev  have 
lot:  ihey  cannot  find  any  other  occupation  ;  and, 
f  they  could,  ther  are  not  fitted  for  them.  This 
lerangement  of  business  must  be  severely  fell; 
heir  mercbaois  and  manufacturers  will,  I  believe, 
le  persuasive  advocates  for  us.  Tbejr  will  feel 
he  evil,  and  will  powetfulljr  jiress  the  Clovern' 
aenttodo  us  justice.  The  Mioister  wilt  be  con - 
inced  of  the  danger.  He  will  be  careful  not  to 
ufier  our  custom  to  be  diverted  from  England  ; 
or  he  knows  if  the  channel  of  our  trade  is  once 
urned,  it  will  not  easily,  if  ever,  be  restored.  He 
rill  pause  before  he  finally  drives  his  best  cus- 
omer  to  the  necessity  of  leaving  himj  for  he  can- 
LOt  be  iginorant  that  our  trade,  consisting  of  the 
iportaCion  of  raw  materials,  and  the  importation 
if  wrought  manufactures,  will  be  courted  by  other 
lations,  who  will  soon  find  it  for  their  interest  to 
ccommodate  us  with  a  supply  of  our  demands 
n  satisfactory  terms.  I  consider,Mr.Chairman, 
hat  oar  commerce  is  and  will  be  so  available  to 
he  nations  of  Europe,  as  to  furnish  us  the  means 
f  commanding  respect  and  procuring  justice  by 
Dinmercial  regulations.  I  have  no  fear  that  Great 
tritain  will  venture  on  B  war  with  us;  but  if, 
rom  a  predeterminaiioa  to  quarrel  with  us  at  all 
vents,  she  should  make  a  commercial  regulation, 
r  any  other  of  our  measures,  a  pretext  for  hos- 
lities,  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said  on 
le  floor  of  this  House  by  certain  gentlemen,  to 
i&parage  the  troops  or  militia  of  our  own  coun- 
J,  aitfl  of  onr  veakness,  inferiority,  and  inability 


to  defend  ourselves,  and  to  prove  the  invincible 

Sower  of  Great  Britain,  yet  I  trust  she  would  still 
nd  us  Americans. 

Have  gentlemen,  who  speak  so  Jegndingly  of 
the  American  character,  forsol ten  Bunker's  Hill, 
Bennington.  Bemen's  Height,  Saratoga,  Eutaw 
Springs,  King's  Mountain,  Yorktown,  Tripoli, 
Derne,  and  many  other  places,  which  have  wit- 
oessed  the  heroism  of  our  citizen  soldiers  and 
seamen  7  Jf  they  have.  Great  Britain  has  not,  not 
has  the  American  nation.  Our  country  pos- 
sesses ample  means  of  defence,  and  will  be  found 
to  have  spirit  enough  to  use  them  when  necessity 

Mr.  CbairiqaQ^  whatever  measures  :we  .may 
adopt,  I  consider  it  of  importance  that  we  should 
enter  upon  them  with  a  majority  as  nearlv  ap- 
proaching to  unanimity  as  possible,  and,  there- 
fore, although  I  should  prefer  a  total  non-importa- 
tion to  this  proDOsition  for  prohibiting  eertlUB 
enumerated  articles  of  British  manufactures,  yet 
as  the  principle  is  the  same,  and  thedifierence  is 
only  in  ^he  degree  of  its  application,  I  am  willing 
to  meet  other  gentlemen  on  Ibis  middle  ^ountT. 
Perhaps  this  measure  may  prove  efficacious;  if 
so  we  shall  he  satisfied  ;  if  not,  I  presume  the  na- 
tion and  Congress,  ft  another  session,  will  be  pre- 
pared and  determined  to  have  recourse  to  such 
□measures  as  the  Ood  of  nature  has  placed  within 
our  power  to  protect  our  national  rights.  Under 
this  impression  I  shall  gife  my  rote  for  the  reso- 
lution, and  wait  the  event. 

Mr.  S.  RAHnoLPB.— I  should  have  been  bettec 
pleased  if  itte  gentlemftn  who  has  so  eloquently 
painted  the  wrongs  which  we  have  retteived  from 
Britain  had,  instead  of  telling  us  of  the  disease, 
pointed  out  the  remedy.  The  gentleman  a  fev 
days  ago  offered  himself  as  a  collateral  seciuity 
for  the  Tacts  stated  by  the  President  and  our  illua- 
trions  Minister  at  the  Court  of  London.  Did  the 
Teoileman  believe  that  what  we  could  not  take 
From  them,  we  should  accept  from  him  7  That 
opr  commerce  has  been  pirated  upon  and  one 
seamen  impressed  we  all  knew  before.  Bot  where 
is  the  reiiiedy  1  Gentlemen  say  they  are  for  taking 
commoodiDK  mund,  that  will  insure  respect- 
Where  is  it!  Let  them  give  in  their  project.  Is 
this  the  remedy,  or  is  this  the  time  7  Gentlemen 
tell  us  we  onB^ht  not  to  stop  short  of  indemnity  for 
the  past  and  security  for  the  future.    Are  they 


1  the 


Pitt  took  with  the  French  Re- 
public ?  Do  they  expect  success  in  their  project  1 
And  is  peace  to  be  destroyed,  aod  the  interests  of 
this  people  comptomitted,  until  what  they  please 
to  call  indemnity  and  eecurilv  shall  be  obiamed? 
Are  they  foi  going  to  war  with  Spain  and  France, 
and  nuking  a  similar  convention  with  them  that 
we  some  time  since  made  with  Britain  for  spolia- 
tions committed  on  onr  commerce,  and  then  by  a 
kind  of  legerdemain  draw  from  our  own  pocket« 
wherewith  to  pay  for  those  very  spoliations  7  Is 
this  the  indemnity  they  expect  to  obtain?  1  want 
none  of  it.  I  almost  dread  to  see  a  convention 
with  any  Power  across  the  Atlantic,  with  a  stipn> 
lation  to  pay  money,  as  I  fear  its  only  tendency 
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would  be  to  deprive  us  or  that  we  have  left. 
Make  ■□jr  fort  of  eonveDtion  you  please,  and 
•omeihJDK  will  icarcelr  fail  to  full  but  beiweeo 
the  cup  aud  th«  lip,  bf  which  you  will  have  to 
pay  the  dtrbtji  due  to  you  by  others.  By  Hune 
lorl  of  legerdemain,  the  tDoney  of  your  bona  fide 
citizeoB  will  gel  iaio  the  pockett  of  your  di- 
plomatists or  their  creatures  od  this  aud  the 
Other  side  of  the  water,  iato  the  bauds  of  bureau 
neu,  of  eouDliog-bouse  politiciaas.  But  I  Gnd 
geoileroeD  uodenake  to  B«y,  because  I  am  iodis- 
posed  CO  go  to  war,  I  am  the  advocate  aud  apolo- 
gist of  Qreal  Briiaia )  and  because  I  quote  the 
able  pamphleteer,  who  stands  forth  the  godfather 
of  (be  dccirioes  comaiaed  in  it,  T  abjure  them; 
and  BO  far  from  costing  me  six  ceDtA,^  ibey  eost 
me  one  buodred  and  fifty  ;  and  I  ccaiider  that  a 
better  bargaio  than  the  other  pamphlet,  which  did 
not  cost  me  a  sous.  Am  I  lo  be  considered  a* 
the  apologist  of  Britain,  because  the  defesce  of 
this  coUDiry  has  been  committed  to  weak  advo- 
cates, or  because  its  cause  has  been  weakly  de- 
fended or  treacherously  abaadoned  7  No ;  I  am 
the  advocate  of  the  circomstancea  of  the  times — 
of  the  Constitution  of  this  people— of  common 
aensc — of  expediency.  Wbat^oes  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  tell  yoa  1  I  admire  the  resent- 
ment be  feels  for  ibe  wrongs  committed  on  our 
country,  and  I  eoleriain  a  respect  for  bim.  He 
tells  you  everything!  have  told  you — that  Ameri- 
can merchants  are  employed  io  covering  enemy's 
properly.  No,  he  draws  a  distinction  between 
native  and  adopted  merchants;  and  aays  that  he 
considers  the  latter  as  the  root  of  the  evil.  1 
agree  that  ibis  trade  is  carried  on  by  foreigDPrs 
natufalized  among  us.  But  the  gentleman  sayi 
the  other  natioits  of  Europe  treat  us  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  free  ships  make  free  goods;  while 
Qreat  Britain  treats  us  on  the  opposite  principle, 
and  contends  for  the  principle  of  contraband  of 
war,  and  the  tiahility  of  enemy's  property  to 
Bciznre.  Why  is  there  this  difieieucel  Because 
those  who  treat  on  the  principle  of  the  mart  li- 
berum  find  it  their  interest  to  treat  on  this  prin- 
ciple. But  do  they  who  have  the  mastery  of  the 
ocean  consider  it  as  their  interest?  And  yet  the 
gentleman  arraigns  one  country  for  being  gov- 
erned by  her  own  interest,  while  be  applauds  an- 
other for  beiuK  governed  by  the  same  feelings. 

But  the  gentleman  says  the  Federal  CoDstituiion 
grew  out  of  commerce.  Indeed  1  I  have  always 
Qodersiood  it  grew  out  of  the  feeble  and  lax  state 
of  our  Federation.  I  have  no  doubt  the  regula- 
tion of  commerce,  and  ibe  hope  of  obtaining  an 
adequate  revenue,  aided  its  formation.  Bui  will 
the  gentleman  undertake  to  say  the  Cooititui 
was  made  to  give  us  the  mastery  of  the  seas?  If 
so,  I  will  he  glad  to  see  how  he  makes  it  out.  Will 
he  say  the  finger  of  Heaven  points  to  warl 

The  gentleman  informs  us  that  Great  Britait 
lays  an  export  duly.     This  is  the  best  reason  lh( 

tentleman  could  have  urged  against  his  own  idea. 
1  proves  her  cooviciion  that  no  mher  nation  can 
rival  her  in  her  manufactures.  But  it  is  said  you 
ctnoot  lay  such  a  duty  oq  your  articles.  Thank 
Clod,  you  caDDOt — may  it  always  be  so.    la  the 


first  sesiioa  in  which  I  v 
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if  this  House,  deplore  our  inability  to  carry  oa 
vir  measures  with  France,  when,  if  we  coald  odIt 
lave  laid  a  duty  of  one  or  two  dollars  a  kogtbeaif, 
m  tobacco,  we  might  have  been  eoabted  to  carry 
them  on.  I  said,  then,  I  was  glad  we  were  prohil^ 
ited  from  laying  such  a  duty.  I  now  say  so.  1 
think  it  the  wisest  provision  in  the  CoDUiiuinb 
It  was  the  opinion  of  the  greatest  naaa  that  eret 
lived,  or  ever  will  live,  that  the  cause  of  the  tt- 
iBzes  of  England  over  France  id  1756,  wa^ 
that  France,  instead  of  being  atisfied  with  ha 
superiority  on  the  continent, »  attempting- to  pro- 
tect commerce  and  distant  colonies,  strove  for  the 
mastery  of  the  sea.  This  infatuation  eanied  bet 
from  her  proper  element,  and  enabled  Great  Brit- 
ain to  aggrandize  herself  on  the  ocean.  Tbe  mo- 
ment that  Prsnee  aicempls  to  cope  witfa  Oreat 
Britain  on  the  ocean,  she  lays  bare  the  heel  of 
Achilles,  and  exposes  her  most  vulnetable  point  U 
her  adversary ;  and  this  it  was  that,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  Chatham,  turned  the  fate  of  that  war  so 
memorahlv  cooducted  under  his  auspices  Bat  it 
seems  the  late  news  from  Europe  is  to  have  aome 
efiectsoDour  diseuwoos.  On  this  news  the  fate 
of  this  nation  is  to  be  suspended.  Ba^  from  its 
compleiioo,  I  draw  a  conclusion  diametricaJly  op- 
posite from  that  inferred  by  eenllemeo.  2  caooot 
nelp  it.  Gentlemen  may  call  me  a  British  parti- 
san, as,  when  the  doors  were  closed,  they  called  me 
a  Suaniah  partisau ;  or  as,  when  I  first  came  into 
public  life,  I  was  culled  a  French  parltsao.  Be  It 
so.  I  cannot  agree  to  take  these  neasure*  for  the 
defence  of  a  trade  which  does  not  amount  to  man 
than  eight  pet  cent,  upon  our  whole  commerce- 
Far  such  is  the  state  of  our  tonnage  that  tbe  1«- 
eign  tonnage  does  not  exceed  fourteen  pereeat.of 
the  whole.  What  is  our  fair  proportion  1  Fifty 
per  cent.  Instead  of  this,  we  hare  eighty-five  par 
cenL,  and  for  the  other  fourteen.  For  thin  gran- 
all,  lose-all  principle,  the  nation  is  now  to  be 
plunged  into  a  war.  I  say  lam  unwilling  to  gra^ 
at  a  shadow  and  lose  the  substance — to  jeopardiie 
the  whole  commerce  of  the  0Qiied  States  in  a  rain 
attempt  to  engross  the  commerce  of  Ibe  -world. 
But,  whatever  may  be  the  decision  of  Coogreas 
in  relation  to  this  business,  I  hope  to  see  one  thing 
done  before  we  rise :  I  hope  to  see  the  resolution 
which  was  under  consideration  yesterday  acted 
on  affirmatively  or.negatively, or  withdrawn;  and 
not  for  a  light  reason,  tl  hangs  as  a  dead  weight 
on  the  price  of  every  article  of  our  produce.  Il 
has  already  depressed  the  prices  of  your  rice,  cot- 
ton, flour,  and  tobacco.  And  lam  astonished  to 
see  measures  permitted  lo  be  hung  up  in  ttrrortm 
for  no  possible  good  purpose  whatever. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  baa  given  as 
an  animated  picture  of  ihe  despotism  of  the  Brit- 
ish on  the  ocean.  Would  that  that  despotism  did 
not  exist!  But  will  the  gentleman,  supposiag 
success  on  our  part  possible,  say,  that  if  we  suc- 
ceed in  breaking  down  the  tyranny  of  Greil  Brit- 
ain on  the  ocean,  niiotber  Power  will  Dot  succeed 
to  its  mastery  1  Ho ;  its  ooly  eSect  will  be,  that 
the  aaiae  Power  which  it  now  the  tyrant  of  the 
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land,  will  belhea  also  tbe  ifrantof  the  ocean.  It 
will  t>e still  ber  iateresi  lodrire  usfrocn  tbeocrao; 
to  Tex  anil  oppress  our  trade — ihere  will  be  only  a 
chaogeof  mulen— witb  this  diOereoce,  that  llier« 
will  reiOBia  no  Power  lo  balance  Ebai  of  oar  ene- 
my. Bui  geDtlemeQ  reileraie  tbe  qu«BLioD,  Will 
you  da  noibingl  I  bav^always  thought  it  belier 
to  remain  idle  ihan  to  do  wbac  would  be  worse 
than  nothing.  Bui  I  would  Uke  this  course:  I 
would  remoDsttate  with  Briiaia ;  I  would  tell  ber 
of  (he  wrong*  done  to  the  American  people;  1 
would  tell  her  bow  absurd  it  was  for  ber,  under 
ex isi i og  circum stances,  lo  compel  us  lo  throw  oar 
vei|ht  into  the  scale  of  her  enenaj ;  I  would  put 
this  question  home  lo  her,  Are  you  mad  enough 
to  increase  the  nnmber  of  your  enemies  7  Do  you 
Talue  public  opinion  as  notbine  7  This  is  the  lan- 
guage I  would  bold,  and  would  treat  wiib  her  oo 
fair,  OD  reeiproetl  principles ;  not  on  tbe  princi- 
ples of  the  Delphic  oracle— a  reciprocity  to  the 
ear,  but  not  lo  the  sense.  But,  truly,  if  geotli 
men  are  for  goiuK  to  war.  for  eoforeing  s  rigot  bo 
tomed  OD  the  principle  that  free  kbips  make  free 
foods,  they  may  make  war  till  [here  is  not  a  Brit- 
ish plank  on  the  ocean ;  for  they  never  will  cede, 
they  neTcr  ought  to  cede,  thia  prioeipte.  I  say 
they  onaibt  not,  for  I  take  ii  for  graated  that  na- 
tion will  be  goTerned  by  Ministers  of  common 
■cose ;  and  no  such  Minister  but  idusI  see  a  death- 
Mow  to  British  greatness  in  the  esiabli^hmeut  of 
it.  Are  you,  therefore,  tbe  edTOeetes  of  this  na- 
tion, because  you  sar  ibey  ought  not  lo  giT~  "" 
what  they  never  will  surrender — what  they 
not  siTe  up  without  eommitiinKa_/e^d«w7  Tea, 
sir,  I  have  uid  wbsi  I  am  willing  lo  do.  There 
is  a  pending  negotiation ;  and  the  late 
Europe,  while  >hey  will  greatly  facilitate  that 
negotiation,  make  it  yoar  interest  not  lo  coK>per- 
ate  in  pullins  down  this  people  unless  yon  think 
it  tbe  safest  Tor  the  world  that  the  sceptre  of  the 
■e*  and  the  land  should  be  in  the  same  hands. 
Hr.  J.  Clay  said  he  was  sorry  the  Commi 
were  determined  to  press  this  subject.  He  be> 
lieved  a  delay  of  four  or  fire  days  would  be  im- 
portant }  he  therefore  moved  that  tbe  Commitiet 
should  rise. 

Mr.  Alston  said,  it  wonld  certainly  be  unne- 
cessary for  the  Committee  to  rise,  with  a  view  to 
decide  Ppon  the  resolution  oflered  by  tbe  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  (Ur.QaEOO.)  Tbe  Com- 
millee  having  refused  in  the  first  instance  to  take 
up  this  resolution,  and  having  acted  upon  that 
which  had  been  nuhmitted  by  the  geotlemtn  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.NiCBoi.saii,)  was  a  sufficient  evi- 
deiKeof  the  sense  of  this  House  as  to  iu  final  adop- 
tion or  rejection.  Tbe  newspapers  emanating 
from  this  place  to  all  parts  of  the  United  Stales 
would  convey  tbe  sense  of  tbe  House  as  fully  upon 
the  resolution  as  thoash  a  final  vote  should  have 
been  taken;  and  sboald  the  reaotniion  oSered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  be  now  decided 
upon,  and  agreed  lo,  every  one  would  be  sstisfied 
that  the  one  offered  by  the  getitleman  from  Penn- 
eylvaoia  would  noi  be  adopted. 

Ur.  A.  Mid  it  was  limo—high  tiiao— that  this 
Hooae  had  eome  to  ioiim  datennuatioii  upon  this 


important  subjri 
niod  was  put  to 

can  people  wera  informed  of  the  extent  that  we 
mended  togo,  and  of  the  steps  we  intended  to  take 
towards  Great  Britain,  in  order  lo  meet  ibe  ag- 
gressions commiiied  by  that  Qovernment  upon 
tbe  commerce  of  our  country.  He  verily  did  be- 
lieve the  resolution  submitted  by  the  gvntleman 
from  Mary Uod,  the  merits  of  which  it  was  in  order 
upon  the  present  motion  to  discuss,  belter  calcu- 
lated to  have  the  desired  effect  upon  that  Qovern- 
ivhom  it  wan  intended  to  operate,  thaa 
any  other  plan  or  project  wbicb  had  bren  submit- 
led  or  talked  of,  inasmuch  as  it  was  only  a  com- 
meicial  regulation  or  restriction  acknowledged 
by  all  Govemmetits  in  tbe  world  lo  be  perfectly 
witliin  the  control  of  every  independent  nation. 
Some  gentlemen  had  thought  it  not  sufficienily 
strong — that  something  more  efficient  should  be 
adopted.  For  his  part,  he  did  believe  it  much 
stronaier,  as  to  the  effect  it  would  have  in  bring- 
ing Great  Britain  to  terms  of  Bmieableadjuntmenl, 
than  that  which  had  been  aubmiiied  by  the  gen- 
ilemsn  from  Pennsylvania,  and  which  was  now 
sleeping  on  the  taUe.  This,  Mr.  A.  said,  was  that 
kind  oicommercial  r^nlation  that  carried  with 
it  the  appearance  of  a  determination  lo  persevere 
in  it;  and,  in  his  bumble  opinion,  it  was  well  cal- 
culated to  distress  that  nation  who  bad  so  long 
persisted  in  a  regular  systecn  ofaggression  towards 
as.  On  the  conlrary,  that  which  had  been  sub- 
mitted by  Ibe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  wai 
such  a  one  a*  Oreit  Britain  would  plainly  die- 
cover  we  ourselves  did  not  mean  to  persevere  in, 
because  it  would  readily  be  seen,  thai,  while  it 
distressed  her,  it  would  be  equally  iniurious  to  us. 
Another  reason  suggested  itself  why  he  would 
prefer  tbe  resolution  Dow  under  discussion.  It 
seemed  to  be  understood,  on  all  sides,  let  which 
should  be  adopted,  or  whatever  course  should  be 
pursued,  that  no  system  was  to  go  into  operation 
immediately— that  full  time  was  to  be  gi»en  for 
an  attempt  at  friendly  negotiation.  It  was  intend- 
ed as  an  expression  of  public  sentiuient.  _  It  was, 
therefore,  of  great  importance  to  this  nation,  that 
the  sentiment  expressed  should  be  with  as  much 
unanimity  as  possible.  It  was  evident  to  alt  that 
the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Pena- 
syUania,  from  tbe  violent  opposition  it  had  met 
with,  could  not,  if  carried  at  all,  be  carried  by  that 
majority  that  ihe  one  now  under  discussion  could. 
If,  therefore,  he  in  tbe  first  instance  had  been  in 
favor,  he  should,  after  the  discussion  which  had 
already  taken  place,  think  bimself,  for  the  Mie  ot 
harmony  alone,  perfectly  justified  in  abandoning 
it  Tbe  resolution  now  under  discussion,  which 
was  (^ered  by  tbe  geatleraHU  from  Maryland, 
could  not  be  objected  to,  as  ihe  other  bad  been,  oa 
tbe  ground  of  its  being  in  any  manner  whatever 
calculated  to  produce  war,  if  adopted  In  the  full 
extent  in  which  it  was  submitted.  The  object  of 
the  oreseol  reeolotion  is  a  prohibition  of  certain 
ariicles.  the  grontb  and  manufacture  of  Qreat 
Britain  and  her  dependeneies,  from  being  imported 
into  (be  United  States;  most  of  which  articles, 
Mr.  A.  said,  be  was  advised  by  thoae  better  ae- 
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Snafnted  ihan  himMlf  wiiH  raprcantile  transae- 
om,  could  be  obtained  from  other  codDtnes ;  aod 
those  wbich  eoQld  not  be  obrsioed,  we  eoald  either 
do  rery  well  wiEhout,  or  raise  witbio  oarseires. 
What  effect  then,  woald  this  raeasnre  have  upon 
Omt  Britain?  No  perioD  woald  detif  that  il 
mnild  lessen  in  her  own  coQDiry  the  value  of  her 
manuractarei.  Whilst  (rat  citizens  at  home  were 
perfeetty  eotttent,  the  roiee  of  the  aHisan,  the  dtvt- 
ofactitrer,aDd  the  laborer  in  Great  Britain,  mrald 


be  ndsed  aeidDst  (h«  agttrenioni  commiited  by 

It  OOTerameiit.  which  eamed  us,  aiid  in 

bet  compelled  us,  in  self-deffrDCe,  (o  «nler  into  the 


their  o' 


It  has  been  said  by  the  gentletmn  from  Qec 

elr.  B&RLT,)and  alsotbe  gentleman  from  h 
od  (Mr.  NtCKOLBo.-t,)  that  the  agricultttris 


Oeorgia, 
„  ^  m  Mary- 

(Mr.  NtCKOLBo.-t,)  that  the  agricultttrisi  was 
not  interested  in  the  carryiD|f  trade.  AlHiou^, 
Hr.  Alston  said,  he  hQcw  Very  little'  aboat  com- 
mercial matlers,  nerer  hariog  been  coDcerned  ia 
mercantile  transaelioos,  yet  he  thought  he  cocld 
prove  to  the  Committee,  and  to  the  World,  that 
they  were  inseparably  cooneeted  toffether,  and 
the  price  which  the  agricallurin  obtained  for  hit 
prodace  greatly  depended  aptm  the  eocoorage- 
ment  and  protection  giTen  by  GoTentmeDl  to  tfaia 
rety  carrymf  trade.  Whether  the  prodoee  raised 
by  the  eontuttienu  of  the  gentleman  from  Qeor- 
|!a  and  the  irentlemait  from  Maryland  is  carried 
first  to  the  West  Indies,  and  erchaDMd  for  arti- 
cles the  growth  acd  itianuraetiire  of  those  islands, 
and  Then  brouzbt  to  this  country  and  reihipped  to 
European  markets,  he  would  not  pr^letid  to  sty; 
but  this  much  he  wouh)  say,  and  say  it  irUly,  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  produce  raised  by  his  too- 
•titnenls  first  found  a  market  in  the  West  Indies, 
was  thete  exchanged  for  the  proitiKtiaus  of  those 
Ulands^  and  tben  carried  to  the  mother  eonutries; 
by  Which  means  the  value  was  greatly  enhanced. 
On  the  contrary,  if  this  carrying  trade  shall  not 
be  protected,  and  this  mode  of  exchange  of  pM>- 
doce  is  put  ati  end  to,  what  will  become  of  A* 
Itrge  qnantily  of  corn  and  port  raised  in  this 
tomiin,  which  finds  a  market  nowhere  else?— 
BrerrDMT  knows  there  is  not  specie  in  thtM« 
Mands  anfficient  to  purchase  it,  and  if  eKhangeid 
for  West  India  produce,  our  markets  alt  already 
orerstockcd;  no  merchant  will  bvy  oar  prodnee, 
to  exchange  for  an  article  tHat  mttst  rot  ia  Ms 
Warehouse.  It  must,  therefore,  evidetitFy  appl«M 
tt>e«rybOdjr  that  unless  our  com  and  otir  {kOrt 
ire  exchanged  for  West  ladi*  produce,  andthM 
produce  peimitted  to  be  sent  abrolaif  to  find  a  mr- 
ket,  large  quaniities  man  tn4  will  be  waisted  ih 
Ae  bams  and  granaries  of  those  Who  raise  it 

It  could  not,  therefore.  Mr.  A.  said,  be  expected 
from  hiiti,  to  abandon  toOrest  Britain  the  principlt 
by  h«r  conteodM  for,  when  the  greater  part  of  the 
prodnee  raised  by  his  eonstitnents  consisted  ia 
ttw  articles  of  corn  and  pork.  He  believed  he 
might  say  With  safety,  ihhl  no  part  of  the  Dniied 
States,  for  the  same  extent  of  territory,  raised  an 
equal  proportion  of  those  two  ankles' with  that 
he  had  the  houor  of  representing  upon  this  floor. 
He  thought  it,  therefore,  clearly  proTed,  that  if 
pfomce  of  thi>  ctmntry  bow  carried  to  the  Wwi 


India  islands  wn  to  be  4ispos«d  of  fbr  notbtag 
hot  specie,  atad  for  artietsB  «rhfeb  WKre  txif  to  be 
eonsnmed  in  the  United  SiKtea,  that  ■  great  de- 

Eression  of  the  price  of  our  prodoee  nwiBerita- 
ly  follow.  On  the  contrary,  by  affiirJiat  a  pro- 
per and  necttsary  protection  toifae  earr^utntte, 
onr  produce  would  beexehiB^fiwiiiMarotbeii 
which  finds  B  Tftarket  in  TarUfae  parts  of  the 
werld.  Where  the  enterprtsd  Af  our  eontatrymea 

It  had  bma  stated  fhat,  ntttWitfaaautAIiig  any 
prohibitions  or  restrietiou  UK  may  addpt,  the 
manufactures  of  Ortnt'fiti tain  #ill find  thcjr  way 
into  tmr  cDilntry.  This,  for  aught  We  know, 
might  be  the  ease,  either  by  t^iq>  a  ejtvnitow 
route,  or  by  bntig  ami^gl^ ;  tnA  sUmiM  itaal  he 
the  case  the  same  thing  wnaU  attaa4  ftMr  fr^ 
duce,  should  its  importation  into  Okww  BHiaia 
be  prohibited.  He  coirid  not  see  bat  that  ibe  ae- 
coent  oti  that  seore  would  be  fhiriy  bablienl. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  did  nM  think  ibta  meason,  if 
adopted  and  peraevered  in,  Wodld  hav«a  materiat 
cH'ecl  upon  the  rerenue  of  ear  eomtty.  Oentla- 
men  were  alarmed  lest  that  sysien,  which  had 
been  in  his  opinion  so  wiMi*  established  by  this 
Govern  oten  t  for  I  h  e  Mti  n  gn  i  B  htneiit  of  tbanaiioBal 
debt,  should  be  broken  in  upon,  aitfi  comMoetiily 
an  inervtue  of  the  national  debt  be  the  cAett.    U 

his  opinion  this  measttre  would  «ai 

m  of  extiitgtitshing  that  delM,  he  w 

e  Inst  men  ton  nd  in '~~' — 

weak  and  delicate  n 
be,  that  by  i  firm  sMerenee  to  the  sntmt  estab- 
IJahed,  be  riioirid  lire  toaw  tbe  Mttlaalty wiped 
away.  The  system  fbr  extingnshiaglfae  aatJond 
debt  had^  when  adopted,  his  heafty  aMcnv  and  it 
was  with  pleasure  tW  he  looked  back  to  (he  Totk 
he  had  {^venUpon  that  Occasion. 

If  gmtlemev  wilt  trive  themselves  the  tnwUe 
to  examine  the  leVefBl  articles  eOnteiirphtedttt  be 
prohibited  by  this '  resolution,  they  will  find  that 


oeilbe  ttfbject  of  WooHwctMhatiKteis  abUnk  in 
the  rMolntlou,  Wbleh  be  htWed  WtMM  W  ilteil 
With  such  a  sum  ai  would  admit  tbfiMiBrtaiiM 
of  all  aefch  wodlleft  cloth*  M  «NMftttiid-aBM>lMrfr 
necessary  for  el(.tbtj>g  the  tatHwiag  pan  «f  the 
ettuibciniiy;  fine  elotna-weult  be  tboMtittom 
other  countries  and  on'ibmk  iM  diuMitifdtt  of 
iMry  -would  take  plsiwi  ibe  rtmoc  of  veotv^ 
WUuM  notbeaAcipa  o«  tMntMe' flrwMA^ 
doths.  He  wotrid'ntH,  hmMn^,  ettnOiM attlila 
iheseter«)krtM!)«*»eMnielT,aaibi«(!(Mld  ba 
better  attended  to  at  a  fatmrMMgn  of  itaabu^Ms!^ 
after  (he  principle  sBonW  be  decided.  If  ibs 
oiber  UaAk  in  The  teMldilon  shMld  fafe'Sllad  wlA 
the  Srsi  of  E)«eetiiber  or  J'inna^  bOt^  h%  cwdd 
see  ito  necessity  fen  delayiiig  a'  teaatm,  va'tbe 
linte  fdr  tbe  system  to  go  intt>  operation  -wmM 
aSatd  am^  ttnw  for  an  attempt  al  nntothlinki. 

P^m  what  had  fkHen  from  hta  eOncagMa,  Ibe 
honorable  SpMker,  upon  the  other  reeolutton,  be 
snpTMsed  he  was  astlint  the  one  now  muler  di^ 
eussion.  AMoogb  the  hedanMe  S^kvr  and 
himself  were  near  newbboia,  yet  the  infrrest  of 
those  they  re)treaeQted  m^hl  be  veryifiArent; 
and  while  thV'IBfMlkftr,  ia  proteelHi;  the  iitcrcit 
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>f  his  eonititiWDit,  ihoa^l  ll  beR  to  abiodota  the 
>rioeiple  eoniendnl  for,  be,  Mr.  A.,  thongbt  it 
ill  important  to  hii  ooQstttveDts  not  to  ilMndon 
t ;  and  although  he  difitred  verr  widely  from  his 
tolingae  npon  the  present  qaestion,  he  bofied  he 
ihould  be  round  at  all  time^  supporlicg  such 
neasarea  as  tbootd  not  ahaadon  the  iaierest  of 
:ho9e  he  represented,  whatever  might  be  the  xt- 
ipect  be  bad  for  the  interest  and  opioion  of 
ithers.  He  iboughc  it  uanecessarv  for  ibe  boo- 
>rable  Speaker  to  hare  riaen  for  tne  purpose  of 
lefending  himself  ffgalnst  a  eharce  of  inconiis- 
enoy,  for  eTery  person  koew,  without  a  defence, 
hat  his  honorahls  oolleafne  was  oonsJsteM^  it- 
«lf. 

Mr.  AbBTon  ooQdad«<l  by  obserriiML  that  sl- 
hough  it  bad  bean  asked  in  the  present  disoutsloa, 
f  ire  were  readv  to  plange  the  nation  into  war, 
n  be  did  not  b«>«v«  it  was  intended  to  applf  (o 
fa«  present  rvsolntionj  be  thought  it  ttnneoeMary 
o  make  aojr  rcunrks  m  rerdy  to  tbh  question. 

Mr.  Smilis  brvped  tbe  Committee  would  not 
'is«.  He  said  he  nsd  heard  no  argnmenis  urged 
ti  favor  of  the  motion,  which  had  any  weight ; 
ind  the  late  events  in  EarQpe.  so  far  ftom  recooi' 
□ending  delay,  enforced  the  propriety  of  prompt 
neasnrcs.  Tbiswasthe  anspicions  mometil  for 
icting,  and  he  hoped  it  Would  be  seized. 

The  qaestion  was  taken  on  the  Committee's 
ising,  and  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  48, 
lays  63. 

Mr.  J.  CiAT.— 1  confessfbr  my  own  part^wbed 
\  see  men  possessed  of  so  little  information  so 
;onfident,  and  thus  determined  to  hurry  on  Ibis 
liscussiOD,  I  feel  extremely  diffident  of  my  opin- 
ion. With  sereiul  of  the  gentlemen  who  have 
preceded  me  in  tbe  debate,  I  hare  considered  the 
resolution  now  ander  consideration  as  best  csleif 
.ated  to  obtain  redress  for  the  injuries  wa  have 
reeeived  from  the  cruisers  of  Qrott  BriiaiB.  I 
Mli«v«  that  while  it  did  little  injury  lo  oanelTca 
it  would  bare  a  very  di&rent  owration  ok  Oreat 
Briiaia.  I^was  abo  in  favnrM  itj  as  il  Mitited 
rat  a  eoofse  short  of  saitHia  oollisioa  wlih  bar. 
i  bad  also  hvped  that  th«  Conmlttee  wmM  bav« 
igteed  to  have  wken  up  the  raotuiiett  whleh  I 
lad  the  bonor  Mffie  time  afnceib  Isy  os  the  Iftblej 
IS  th  e  grot]  n  d- work  of  a  penmmeat  s  y«te  m :  From 
ihe-  coarse  ttfis  discnksion  hail  taken,  1  bhd  flatter- 
ed myself  sbiue  little  iufbrmatton  as  tb  the  situs- 
lion  of  oiir  fbrelgn  commerbe,  WVdIiI  have  be«H 
fiven.  1  am  no  merchant  mys^lf^  nor  aoi 
acquainted  with  commercial  subjects.  I  did 
expect  that  those  who  were  conversiDt  with  those 
bubiects,  and  particularly  the  aealleman  fiom  Blas- 
sacnusetta,, would  baVe  canoeMended  to  give  oa 
some  detailed  infannatioiK  As  I  haT«  been  dis- 
appointed in  this  rumol,  I  will  herettftar  take  np 
alittle  ticoeiksiittwiag  thalaeio  ow  forbign  r»- 
huiiKis,  tbe  gstilleman  on  both  sides  bate  bed) 
egtegiooslf  ishM  by  in'OOTrciit  stMemeats. 

In  these  remarks  I  dn  not  mean  to  attach  any 
blame  to  tbe  docnment  from  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  as  the  statements  in  that  report  have 
not  been  rieWed-  in  their  proper  light  by  gentle- 
men who  have  lakeni  a  put  in  mia  debMe.-    I 


might  here  dilate  upon  tbe  advantages  that  flow 
lo  ua  from  the  carrying  trade,  but  aa  tbe  tistial 
hour  of  adjournment  isapproaebing,  I  shallavoM 
going  into  this  question. 

Instead  of  there  b«idg  a  balance  of  sis  or  seveft 
millions  annualljr  against  us,  I  beliere  it  can  be 
shown  that  there  is  a  balance  of  two  millioini,  an^ 
noally,  in  our  favor.  We  have  670,000  tons  of 
shipping  employed  in  foreign  trade,  and  it  would 
not  be  unfair  to  catcalatethe  pnifit  oftfais  freight 
at  eight  millions,  fbunded  not  on  war  prices,  out 
on  the  usual  peaeeprices,  and  oaleUlating  btii  one 
voyage  a  yetir.  Uader  this  view  it  must' appear 
that  oiir  commerce  is  of  more  inlportance  than  it 
seems  to  be  in  the  opinion  of  those  with  wbom'I 
have  the  honor  to  vote  on  this  occasion.  BUt 
there  is  another  qtiMton  worthy  of  conslderatloD. 
Is  there  no  course  which  we  can  pnrsoe,  wfaiiilL 
without  injuring  ourselves,  shall  indnce  Oreat 
Britain  to  give  un  her  pretensions,  and  ber  nnjust 
violation  of  the  law  of  nations?  Believing  that 
that  there  is,  I  opposed  the  resoltnion  of  my  cot- 
league  (Mr.  GsEoo;)  I  consider,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  resolution  of  the  geoileman  from  Mafy<- 
land  as  well  calculated  to  answer  this  purpose.  I 
am,  tberefore,  in  favor  of  acting,  bnt  not  now,  ota 
this  subject;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  by  Ibe  be- 
ginning of  next  nionifa  it  is  probable  we  shall 
have  information  that  will  enaUe  as  to  act  decisb 
ively.  Il  being  my  ititention  to  remark  more 
fully  on  this  subject,  as  the  usual  hour  of  adJotiNi* 
ment  is  at  hand,  I  again  move  that'the  Ccnhmit- 
teerise. 

Mr.  Basl^  advoealied  the  rising  of  tire  Coai- 

Mr.  Fiim.ET  declared  biititelf  in  faVor  of  ttte 
motion,  not,  however,  that  tbe  subject  be  poet* 
poned,  but  merely  becattse  they  bad  rMehed  the 
ordinary  time  of  adjoarnnjeot. 

Mr.  Ltok  inquired  whether  the  object  of  ibi  • 
moiion  was  posipenemeat^  If  so,  hesnould  vote 
■gainst  it. 

Mr.  J.  Glat  said  hh  object-was  to  pDMj>0tte'th6 
subject  till  Monday. 

Mr.  Lvoif  then  spoke  against  th«  rhlng  ofthe 
Committee,  and  took  oecasten  lo  assign  his  reosoHft 
fbrbeibg  decidedly  in  favtirof  tbe  tesolmion  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  MmiroBi)  opposed  the  rising  of  the  Comi 
Uitte'e,  and  said  he  had  received  a  vftry  i Alport- 
ant  letiM  f*om  the  President  of  the  Marine  Ihsur:- 
ance  Company  of  New  York,  which  he  rea* 
The  letter  expressa  the  deep  apprehension  entcp- 
(ained  hi  tta  merchants  of  New  Ybik^,  thai  Con- 
gress will  rise  without  adopting  effectual  measurM 
for  the  protection  of  commerce  against  the  depre^ 
datioDsoftlM'balUgKi'nit  tUliotw^  aad'^IfauUi- 
Vf  thoae  of  Britaia. 

Measrs.  Stjihtoii  uid  JaoKaoit  likewiaa.^* 
■gainit  tba  riiADg  of  ih«  ComsftMe-,  m" 
tha  amag   Bsetasity  of   pmapt  mA 

When  ihtfqawdion  WW  titken--yeaa«B,iim«', 
and  the  Hoose  adjaaraed,'  *  ihoit  mM  and 
S  o^loek,'  to  lAotnliy. 
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MoNSAT,  Hireh  17. 

A  mMMfe  from  tbe  Beoale  inrormed  the  Hooie 

tbal  ibe  Senate  ba*e  pused  a  bill,  rniitled  "An 

K(  to  iDihorize  the  Bute  of  TcDonsee  to  iMue 

SniDiH  iDd  perfect  title*  to  cenein  Undi  therein 
etcribed,  aiiil  to  seltle  the  cltima  to  tbe  Tieani 
uid  on  appropriated  laoda  wiihiD  (he  ihesBme;" 
to  which  Ihe^  deiire  the  concnrreDce  of  this 
Bouse. 

Mr.  Vabnum,  froiD  the  commillee  to  whom  waa 
referred,  on  the  tbirteeoth  instant,  the  amend- 
meoi*  proposed  b^  the  Senate  lo  the  bill,  entitled 
*An  act  for  eciablisbing  ruiei  and  articles  for  the 
goTeromeDt  of  the  armies  of  the  United  Stales," 
made  a  report  ihereon;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  [be  table. 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  tbe  House  « letter  from 
Williani  EatoD,  praying  that  an  examiDatioa  may 
Iw  had  of  tbe  several  document*  (ccompanying 
ihe  Mid  letter,  in  support  of  biselaioi  igaiost  ibe 
United  States,  for  ezpeoses  incurred  in  tbe  eie- 
cutjon  of  bis  consular  dniiea  at  Tunis;  which 
wa«  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claima, 

The  bill  sent  ftcHn  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  Siateof  Tennessee  to  issue  grants, 
lod  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  describ- 
ed, and  to  settle  the  claim*  to  the  Tscant  and 
unappropriated  lends  within  the  same;"  was  read 
twice  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ihe  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

On  motion,  ft  wai 

Baotved,  That  tbe  Postmaster  General  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  Honse  the  state  aod  eon- 
diiion  of  ihe  powt  route  from  Athens,  in  Georgia, 
lo  New  Orleans,  with  the  difficulties  and  obsirnci- 
ioDB  which  are  encountered  in  transmiiting  the 
mail  along  said  route ;  and,  also,  what  will  m  the 
probable  eipense  of  openings  faorse  road  between 
■  tbe  aboTc  named  point*. 

Tbe  House  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  amend- 
ment proposed  by  tbe  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"ABMIlor  Ihe  relief  ofPeterLandaia:"  Where- 
npon, 

Bnotvtd,  That  this  House  doth  disagree  to  tbe 
amendmentproposed  by  Ihe  Senate  to  the  said  bill. 

SemjlMd,  That  this  House  dotb  insist  on  the 
••id  bill,  as  aeot  to  the  Senate,  and  dotb  desire  a 
conference  with  the  Seoale,  oo  the  aubjecl-m alter 
of  ihe  said  amendment;  and  that  Mr.  Jos K  C. 
Smitb.Mt.  NiCBOLBOM,  and  Mr.  Bmilib,  be  ap- 
pointed managers  at  Ibe  said  conference,  on  the 
part  of  this  HoQse. 

Bttoived,  That  the  order  of  the  day  to  hear 
Arthur  St  Clair  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  in  sup- 
port of  hit  claim,  be  postponed  indefinitely. 
EXTENSION  OF  PATENT  SIGHTS. 

Mr.  Cbownirbbibld,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commeroe  and  Mannfacturea,  to  whom  wa 
ferred  tke  petition  of  Oeorge  Dodge  and  others, 
■erchaoisof  Salem,  in  the  Siaie  of  Minaarhi 
sella,  submiited  tbe  following  report ; 

The  pelilieMra  ware  tba  profmetMa  of  the  TBlnabla 


Jteapa  nte  Aaiki 
beincOBtnnlBRd 
TbepMiiioMnaia^ 


with  Hie  patent  giaMad  arigiaslj  U  JMt  ii 
Nawlmi7port,  Wt  a  Mesr  ud  isrfil  m^i^ 
the  mode  of  manvfMnriiif  aHb;  ai  On 
the  assigBMs  of  aaotber  palsal,  ftmri  ^ 
Guppj  and  John  Warna  AnBilroBt.krili 

>Temei)l  in  the  manner  of  csuiit  n*.i 

thi  wid  J  scob  Perkins.  Tbij  kin  afi 
.  ms  of  monej  in  repairs  sad  »driili«wwj 
ing*i  soil  tbi  whole  wu  in  s  apuluiii 
ment,  when,  on  ths  Mth  of  DKcmbn  faah 
ingi  scddentallj  look  fire,*nd  wot  enlin 
with  all  tbsir  tuob,  tnschintrj,  ud  i 
qusnlity  of  Hod  on  hand.  Tbt  Iomso 
lam  exceeding  990,000.  Thitwniw 
tabliahment;  it  eopplwd  tbe  BeigUtn{ii« 
Isr^e  quantitiea  of  Dsib  at  a  msMiiMi  poi 
conld  be  said  at  a  ebeapa  i  '  -*  -  -' 
nails ;  and  the  works  betng  m 
tnppi;  wss  fondant.  Tbe 
r^aiid  tbcir  woiks  iTthaj  et 
cMd;  and  it  wonld  be  a  great  iai 
to  commanca  tbe  ondeitakiag,  if  lktj<a't| 
mitted  to  renew  thar  patantri^&tiin''' 
or  fourteen  jeara  from  Ihe  time  lluj*l0''l 
pieeent  limitation. 

The  first  patent  was  BrantedoDlWHi'l 
1794,  and  wiU  aijMre  on  the  lU  Dm*  | 
^d  tbe  Mcond  is  dated  14th  ttlbnajJ^'''  \ 
exftn  on  the  I4th  Febmarj,  lBl},aiia'.> 
toa  period  of  toartoen  yrjn,  sgrseiUji"^, 
tied  "An  act  to  promote  the  pn|TiaiM*l 
and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore  siidtks^ 
pasaed  the  Sltt  Febnui7, 1793."  ' 

In  considering  the  merits  ofUw^F*'^ 
Committet  on  Commerce  and  Mu^"* 
give  an  o[Hnion  on  a  case  not  ji^^.X'' 
they  ma;  bs  permitted  to  obsem,  ii<''' 
aetuallj  happened  to  tbeorigtDsliaM'^'^ 
probablv  ha*e  deemed  ifaemsdTa  P^.'^ 
lag  lo  Hie  House  to  grant  the  eiitsa'*^ 
for  B  short  period  ot  tfane,  with  i^'^. 
the  inTenUre  of  ineftil  maduaes  "^H- 
tend  tbeir  diacoTariee.    Bnt,sllh*#** 


risdge  the  praaotl  f&HHoiKB*^, 
has,  Aey  do  Ml  aaeai  >^**'l 
■■■••■I  of  diair  patenta  after  the  Isii*'"" 
NoooDudeniiOBeoeid  harabeMfBl*':^ 
at  the  time  of  the  pnrchwe  ef  Iha  t**^ 
nseof  it  bejond  tbastipalalad  pmoli'*^ 
It  i*  nndemnod  that  the  right  "^  li!^  ||^,< 
lie;  eierj  individual  ii     '  "" 

be  entitled  10  make  usi  .. 

being  depriTsd  of  ila  adraDlsgw  fa" 
nnlea*  nnd«  a  title  acquired  W  p"™!*     ^ 
cntae,  it  might  be  sappoeed  ibst  l^'^. 
United  State.  h>*a  a  fair  dsim  W  I**'?! 


■a:':ss.,T.; 


enjoirnent  of  a  right,  and  in  111*  frt*"  , 
tton,  the  beneflta  of  which  taay  ban  bM' 
dnslTel;  withheld  from  tbem.  It  »P*T , 
ala»,  that  other  asidkaliaDt  wooM  la  «* 
glass  should  tbe^WraealM  erttUakiJ  ^' 
ehaaarof  a  pal«>t  right  migbt  -J-^-^ 
si«i^  atlbeugh  no  coBTsnsaiiwi  >>^I<«J' 
tbe  tine  of  making  the  pa>'^*^  ""f.^ 
™id a._period fc«".«»_i«--  u**''^ 


_     _        ha»e  IsaT*  tewilUr»«l 
and  the  docunents  which  seossipsnyiL 
The  report  wu  agncd  lo. 
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IMPORTATION  OP  BRITISH  GOODS. 
Tbe  House  again  reaotrfd  itself  inio  a  Coni- 
raitiee  of  ihe  Whole  on  ibe  sitite  of  the  Unioa,  on 
Mr.  Nicholson's  moIutJOD,  lubmiUed  on  the  10th 
jf  Febrmry. 
Mr.  Sloan  addreioed  the  Chair  ai follows: 
Mr.  CbaifmaQ :  Aa  I  wish  always  to  do  to  oth- 
ers as  I  would  be  done  uato,  and  ■■  I  do  not  lore 
lo  be  kept  in  saspense  mpself,  1  will  not  keep  ibis 
Commiilee  in  suspense  respecting  my  opinion  of 
ibe  present  resolution.  I  am  opposed  to  it,  be- 
cause it  does  not  mention  what  I  consider  the 
principal  cause  of  our  compiaiut  against  Great 
Britain — I  mean  iheiropreument  of  our  seamen — 
It  the  same  time  declaring  tbat  I  will  ereDtnally 
rote  for  auy  measure  tliat  I  shall  consider  belter 
:ban  none.  This  is  a  line  orcouduci  ibat  I  hare 
.bought  it  my  duty  to  adopt  in  all  cases  since  I 
live  had  a  seal  on  this  floor.  From  the  course 
bat  other  members  bare  pursued  in  this  debate,  I 
:xpect  I  shall  be  permitted  to  eire  my  reasons  in 
aror  of  a  non-inteTcourse  wiib  Oreat  Briiaio,  in 
)reference  to  the  probibilion  of  certain  articles  of 
heir  maaufsciares,  contemplsiad  by  the  present 

Mr.  Chairman,  notwithstanding  I  am  conscious 
>f  my  inability  to  do  justice  to  a  subject  of  greater 
nagaitude,  as  it  respects  the  character,  the  inter- 
!st,  and  the  peace  and  happiness  of  that  beloved 
lounlry  that  gave  me  birth,  iban  any  that  has 
!Ver  claimed  the  attention  of  the  Congress  of  the 
Jniied  Stales  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat 
in  this  floor,  I  say  I  am  bappy,  nevertheless,  in 
laving  an  opportunity  to  cast  my  mite  into  tbat 
reasurv  which,  having  been  iastiluled  upon  a 
irinciple  of  perfect  equality,  the  widow's  mile  is, 
ir  ougSt  to  be,  as  acceptable  as  the  freatesi  gill 
rom  the  superabuodani  treasures  of  the  rich.  In 
he  observations  that  I  shall  make,  it  is  not  my  in- 
eniioQ,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  charge  those  who 
liSer  with  me  m  opi d ion/ wn ether  in  a  majority  or 
oinority,  with  ignorance  or  evil  design,  much  less 
o  stigmatize  or  reproach  them  with  contemptible 
piibets.  No,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  eonsider  it  ray  duty 
o  consider  many  members  on  this  floor  as  my 
upertors  and  none  u  my  inferiors.  I  consider  it 
ny  duly,  after  hariag  given  my  reasons  for  or 
igaiast  any  subject  in  discussion,  to  cheerfully 
ubmit  to  the  decision  of  a  majority ;  and  I  also 
onsider  it  my  dnty  to  treat  every  member  of  the 
^islature  of  the  Union  with  that  respect  due  to 
el  low-citizens  standing  on  an  even  floor.  I  con- 
ider  it  my  duty  instead  of  holding  up  the  interest 
if  the  Nortbero  States  as  opposed  to  tlie  interest  of 
be  Southern,  or  the  Eastern  to  the  Western,  to 
'iew  tbem  all  as  members  of  the  same  body;  con- 
e^uentW,  one  canuot  sufler  without  the  whole 
leing  affected.  I  consider  it  my  duty,  iosiead  of 
akiug  advantage  of  local  situations,  and  different 
wcupations,  productive,  at  certain  times,  of  tem- 
>orary  jairing  interests,  to  array  one  part  of  our 
ellow-ciiizens  in  opposition  loaaother  part;  eon- 
rarywise,  to  endeavor  lo  show  tbat  such  tempo- 
ury  iDCODTeuiences  cannot  long  remain,  but  like 
ivater  seeking  its  level,  the  inequality  will  soon 
n  lemoved.  Tbi«  I  conceive  to  be  my  duty,  in 
9Cb  Coir.— S6 


order  to  promote  that  love  and  harmony  amongst 
members  of  this  House,  and  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  in  general,  which  I  consider  as  the  only 
efficacious  cement  of  our  Union,  by  which  our 
present  happy  form  of  Government  can  be  con- 
tinued, and  the  rights  and  liberiies  we  enjoy  hand- 
ed down  unimpaired  to  future  generaiiona.  A 
contrary  line  of  conduct  is,  io  my  opinion,  derog- 
atory to  the  character  of  any  person  honored  with 
a  seat  in  this  House,  and  injurious  to  the  peace, 
liberty,  and  happiness  of  the  United  Slates. 

Having  briefly  proposed  the  premises  which  I 
mean  to  observe  as  the  rule  of  my  conduct,  I  shall 
offer  my  reasons  in  favor  of  non-intercourse  with 
Great  Britain,  in  case  she  persists  in  these  insnlta 
and  injattes,  which  is  the  subject  of  the  present 
discussion,  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  the  United 
States  baa  already  suffered  too  long. 

lonfferingmyreasooSjIshall  not  bring  into  view 
ibe  conduct  of  oiher  nations  to  justify  Great  Brit- 
ain ;  neither  shall  I  assert  that  Bonaparte  is  an 
usurper  and  a  tyrant;  that  he  boa  annihilated 
Spain,  and  is  now  aiming  at  the  conquest  of  the 
world  ;  but  is  graciously  pleased  to  leave  ihe  Uni- 
ted  States  for  the  last  victim  be  means  to  devour  I 
All  I  have  to  say  to  this  (tf  it  be  true)  is,  to  ac- 
knowledge my  sratiiode  for  his  having  determin- 
ed to  give  us  ibe  longest  lime  to  repent  of  our 
sins,  01  which  there  is  great  need  ;  and  to  give  ft 
as  my  opinion,  that  we  have  no  right  to  interfere 
with  the  form  of  government  in  France;  ihepe&> 
pie  there  having  as  good  a  right  to  choose  an  Em- 
peror as  we  a  FresidenL 

I  shall  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Committee 
in  reeding  documents  to  prove  the  magnitude  of 
the  grievance,  (that  having  been  done  in  a  former 
pari  of  this  discussion  by  my  friend  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, Mr.  BiowGLt.,}  and  those  documents 
having  been  long  in  the  possession  of  members, 
render  it  uanecessaiy ;  but  shall  first  endeavor  to 
prove  that  it  is  our  dnty,  as  Re  preset)  ta  lives  of 
the  people,  to  apply  an  effectual  remedy  to  exist- 
ing grievances,  and  to  prevent  their  repetition  in 
future  ;  that  we  are  called  upon  not  only  by  the 
sufferings  of  our  coDstilueuls,  but  by  the  sacred 
obligation  we  owe  to  the  character  of  our  coun- 
try, and  by  our  indispensable  duty  to  preserve  that 
character  wiihoul  spot  or  blemish,  in  our  inter- 
coarse  with  foreign  nations;  which  can  only  be 
done  by  a  system  of  justice  and  equality,  granting 
no  peculiar  favor  tu  one  that  we  do  not  to  otheFsj 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  submitting  to  no  insult  or 
injury  from  one  nation  that  we  do  not  submit  to 
from  others. 

And,  secondly,  that  we  can,  at  this  time,  obtain 
redress  of  grievances  without  any  risk  or  proba- 
bility of  war  with  Great  Britain,  because  it  would 
be  contrary  to  her  interest,  ana  because,  in  case 
of  war,  she  must  eventually  be  the  loser ;  and,  also, 
that  if  she  could  acl  so  contrary  to  her  interest, 

to  sufier  a  no n -intercourse  law  to  go  into  ope- 

:ion,  it  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  United 
States,  by  enconraging  home  manufacture*. 

And,  tnirdiv,  call  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  the  sufferings  of  our  impressed  seamen. 
^  And,  fourthly,  endeaTor  to  show  that  the  opin- 
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ion  of  ume  rnemben,  who  are  oppoted  to  doo- 
intercourie,  becauie  it  would  opermt*  partial]* 
00  diffeMot  sectioDi  of  tha  Union,  an  not  well 
founded. 

And.  la*tly,  that  it  i*  our  dutf  to  lay  aside  all 
local  ideas,  and  coQ*id«r  the  Uaited  Slates  as  one 
bodf  politic,  and  that  if  but  one  limb  be  injured, 
the  whola  is  bound^  both  id  interest,  in  justice, and 
ift  policy,  to  unite  in  the  meaos  of  obtaining  re- 
inm. 

If,  ID  deliTerioK  my  wntiments  on  this  subject, 
Uty  member  of  this  Commiitee  should  conceive 
that  1  discoTcr  too  much  warmth,  I  desire  it  may 
he  atlribuied  solely  lo  the  abhorrence  and  detesu- 
tion  wiih  which  I  hare  long  viewed  the  insolent 

1  injurious  conduct  of  Qreat  Britain  lowardi 


the  United  States — noi  lo  her  suffering  subjects, 
them  I  love,  and  their  sufferings  I  pity ;  but  the 
deceptive,  oppresaive,  and  tyrannical  administra- 
tion of  her  Qovemment,  I  do  most  decidedly  and 
conscientiously  abhor  and. hate. 

Mr.  Chairman,  when  1  laid  a  resolution  on  the 
table  for  the  purpose  of  prohibiting  inlerconrse 
with  Oreai  Briiain,  in  case  she  should  refuse  to 
enter  into  any  arrtDgetneni  for  ihe  amicable  set- 
tlement of  existing  differences,  I  queried  what  was 
become  of  the  spirit  of  TS,  because  1  considered 
a  portion  of  that  spirit  that  gained  our  liberty  ne- 
ceasary  to  retain  it.  I  renew  tbe  query;  What 
bas  become  of  that  independent  spirit  that  chose 
rather  to  part  wiih  life  than  iohereDt  rigbtsi 
Have  we,  with  the  merchandise  of  Great  Britain, 
imported  the  servile  disposition  of  her  oppressed 
Knd  degraded  subjects  ?  Is  it  possible  that  her 
fucinating  gewgaws  and  fripperies  are  so  power- 
ful as  to  induce  tbe  Representatives  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  Congress  assembled,  rather  thin 
suSer  a  temporary  privation,  to  permit  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  ibeir  constituents  to  be  trampled 
on  with  impunity  by  that  haughty,  tyrannical  na- 
tion? I  say  (be  Representatives  are  convinced, 
beyond  a  doubt,  that  a  neat  majoritv  of  tbe  citi- 
zens are  not  barely  wiHiag  and  ready  to  tuppori 
any  just  and  firm  measures  thai  Congress  shall 
adopt  for  tbe  purpose  of  obtaining  redress  of  griev- 
aneesand  support  of  their  just  rights,  but  anx- 
iously looking  out  for  the  adoption  of  decisive 
measures. 

Shall  we,  th^n.  chosen  by  them  as  temporary 
guardians  of  tbeir  rights  and  liberties,  neglect, 
or  treat  with  indifference,  the  numerous  memo- 
Ttals  that  have  been  presented  from  various  parts 
of  Ihe  Union  T  I  hope  not.  I  hope  we  shall 
adopt  such  firm  and  decisive  measures  «■  will 
compel  the  British  Government  lo  make  restitu- 
tion for  p«st  injuries,  and  enter  inio  jusl  irrange- 
menia  for  the  prevention  of  similar  injuries  in 
future. 

But  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  been  frequently 
told  thai  such  a  plan  would  produce  war  with 
Great  Briuin.  This  is  no  new  doctrine  to  me. 
I  have  been  frequently  charged  with  acting  con- 
trary to  my  peaceable  principles,  because  I  have 
taken  an  active  part  in  opposing  oppression,  in- 
jUBiioe,  and  everv  infringement  of  the  inherent 
righta  of  the  people  i  thisltutvedonewitha  rtei% 


to  prevent  war.  Injiutice  and  oppKosiou  1  con- 
sider as  the  principal  predisposing  cause*  of  war, 
and  that  the  best  way  to  prevent  the  effect  is  to 

Those  causes  I  have  lately  seen  raise  the  politi- 
cal thermometer  in  tbe  United  Stales  nearly  lo 
war  heali  but,  ihank  God !  1  have  lived  to  see  it 
cooled  down  to  a  temperate  stale,  and  tbe  cause 
greatly  diminished — not  by  those  destructive  wea- 
pons that  spread  destruction  over  a  land,  and  mnl- 
iiply  the  tears  of  widows  and  orphans,  but  by  ihe 
force  of  truth  and  reason,  those  bloodlcBi  con- 
querors, more  powerful  than  the  sword !  I  wish 
tbe  Government  of  Ihe  United  Statea  to  use  jus- 
tice, truth,  and  reason;  these  are  the  weapons  iliat 
become  the  representatives  of  a  free  people,  and 
the  only  ones  Iconeeive  to  be  necessary  to  ive- 
kerve  that  liberty  and  independence  lately  pur- 
chased at  the  price  of  blood. 

Separated,  by  the  Atlauic,  three  thousand 
miles  from  ihe  oppressiveGoTernmentEof  Sorope, 
which  originated  in  war,  and  can  only  be  anpfionad 
by  carnage  and  bloodshjed — poaaesaed  of  aa  exln- 
sive  and  fertile  country,  embracing  so  many  cli- 
mates as  not  only  to  produce  all  the  aeetmmea, 
but  also  most  of  the  luxuries  of  life — what  have 
we  to  fear  from  Great  Britain?  What  can  she 
deprive  us  of  1  What  bui  gewgaws  and  frippe- 
ries, that  we  are  much  better  wiuioai,  which  tend 
to  promoie  prideaitd  idleness,  those  proliffo  fnrenta 
of  a  numerous  train  of  attendant  vices,  contiary- 
to  ibe  principle  oi  a  Republican  Govemmeat,  and 
derogatory  to  tbe  character  of  a  free  and  indepo^ 
dent  nation? 

Bui  it  is  alleged,  that  non-intercourse  with 
Great  Briiain  would  injure  our  revmne ;  to  this 
I  answer,  that  1  have  no  appreheositm  thai  Gor- 
ernment  would  act  so  contrary  to  her  interests,  aa 
to  let  such  a  law  go  into  operation ;  hot,  admit- 
ting (hey  should,  for  every  million  of  revenue 
immediately  lost,  the  United  Sutu  would  event- 
ually gain  nve,  and  probably  mncb  more,  by  ia- 
creasiag  home  manufacLures,  which  can  only 
make  us  in  fact  a  rich,  free,  and  iodepaideot  na- 
tion. For  1  contend  oui  independence  is  incom- 
plete, while  we  are  dependent  for  so  great  a  pan 
of  our  clothing,  on  a  nation  possessed  erf'  oo  iww- 
erful  a  marine,  as  to  assume  (he  excloaive  lurta- 
diction  of  the  ocean,  and  that  envies  onr  libertr 
and  increasing  wealth. 

I  an  sensible,  Mr.  Chairoan,  that  I  am  winning 
counter  (o  a  strong  current  of  public  opinion;  that 
it  is  our  interest  to  pursue  agiicultni«  and  com- 
merce i  leaving  manufactures  to  old  nalioos  wboae 
numerous  population  reduces  the  price  of  tabor ; 
bu[,  I  am  happy  in  beholding  this  falae  tbeory 
daily  faltiog  before  tbe  irresistible  power  of  fact 
The  cheepoesK  of  food  in  many  parts  of  the  Uni- 
hj^h  price  of  labor 


ted  States,  overbalances 


IS  10  < 
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ufactures  lo  be  sold  lower  than  those  of  the  n 

quality  imported  from  Qreat  Britain.  Wiloen 
sboes,  which  have  nearly  excluded  importatiani 
and  I  am  credibly  informed,  that  ccMrae  booie 
made  linen,  can  at  this  time  be  purcheacd  lowei 
than  imported,  of  the  same  quality.    Aa  k  futthec 
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proof  of  taj  poaitioD,  I  will  detaia  tbe  Committee 
with  but  one  mote  Taat.  Some  time  afler  the 
Revolutioaar;  war,  whea  laTge  quaatiiies  of  cot- 
ton were  imported  for  out  owa  consamptioo,  a 
manufacture  of  ibal  article  was  begun  at  Wil- 
miogioD,  and  brought  to  ssoti  pcrfeoiion,  that  a 
merchant  in  Philadelphia  ioformed  me,  that  he 
could  purobase  rarioui  kinds  of  cotton  lower,  and 
ttfauperior  quality  to  ihoie  be  imported  frcn  Eb- 
glaDti ;  and  that  a  British  agent,  on  viewing  some 
of  ihose  good*,  in  bis  store,  obwrTed,  that  would 
never  do ;  we.  savs  be^  (meaoing  the  merchatila 
of  Qreat  Britain)  miut  put  a  stop  to  this — and 
ahorlly  after  ihe^fnctorr  was  burned  downl  Here 
let  me  ask  the  members  of  this  Cammiuce,  wbe- 
Iher  if  at  ibat  time,  when  a  manufacturer  of  cot- 
ton  had  to  import  ii  under  a  heavy  duty,  and 
could  neTerlhelesa  rival  the  British,  be  could  oot 
DOW,  w&en  many  millions  of  pounds,  the  growth 
of  our  own  soil,  are  ripoited  anouGilly,  wbicb 
uif^ht  be  obtained  free  of  duty ;  and  when  labor- 
saving  machines  are  brougbt  to  so  much  greater 
perfection  1  And  secondly,  whether  any  free  and 
independeal  citizen  would  not  prefer  a  teraporary 
■aorlfice.of  interest  to  a  servile  depeodeace  upon 
a  haughty  tyrannical  nation,  whose  iofiuenoe  and 
gold  have  not  only  greatly  injured  the  infant  man- 
ufaclores  of  the  United  States,  but  ruined  many 
in  various  parts  of  the  worId7  And  thirdly,  let 
me  ask  yug,  my  Southern  brethren — who,  lam 
told,  are  rapidly  making  fortunes  by  Taising  and 
«zporiiDg  coiiOB — would  it  not-^ive  yon  additional 
pleasure  to  sell  this  raw  material  (of  which  I  am 
informed  five  thousand  dollars'  worth,  when  man- 
ufactured, makes  one  btiodred  thousand)  to  your 
brethren  of  the  Middle  and  Eastern  States,  and  re- 
ceive ii  manufactured  from  them— whereby  the 
industrious  poor  of  our  own  cilizeua  would  be 
«nppor»d— rather  Ifaan  fioma  foreign  nationl  I 
faave  DO  doubt  but  that  you  would. 

Before  I  dismiss  this  subject,  let  me  ask  what 
raised  Great  Britain  to  affluence  and  powerl 
Was  it  Botby  giviogsucheDeouragement  to  man- 
olaettires  as  to  induce  manufacturers,  from  rari- 
ona  parts  of  Europe,  to  emigrate  to  that  island, 
vherebytheiriDiernal  strength  has  been  greatly  in- 
creased, and  their  fleets  and  armies  principally 
■upporied  by  the  product  of  their  manu&eturea? 
These  are  faeta  thai  I  trust  no  member  on  this 
floor  will  deny. 

lam  told  that  Great  Britain  charges  an  ex- 
port duty  of  four  per  cent,  on  all  cotton  goods  Im- 
Eortad  into  the  United  Slates,  and  but  one  and  a 
alf  on  those  exported  to  other  cooniries.  This 
induoes  me  to  renew  the  query,  where  is  the  spirit 
or767  Has  it  fied  from  onr  land ?  Are  we  dis- 
posed cheerluUy  to  submit  to  every  species  of  in- 
sult and.  injustice  that  nation  chooses  to  impose 
upon  us  1  What  peculiar  advantage  do  we  de- 
rive from  their  tnde,  to  induce  us  to  submit  to 
higher  daiies  than  any  other  natiou  1  Is  it  be- 
cause the  balance  of  that  trade  is  eleven  or  twelre 
milliona  of  dollars  per  annum  against  us  1  Or  is 
it  because  the  credit  they  give  has  induced  many 
of  onr  farmers  and  mechanics  to  leare  their  nse- 
fill  ooeupattoaa  whielt  thejr  nndnatood)  «d<I  flook 


into  populous  cities,  go  largely  into  trade,  and 
business  which  ifaey  did  not  understand;  and,  after 
living  in  pride  and  luxury  a  few  years,  prove  iit- 
solvent,  and  wrong  their  creditors  outofmaDV 
thousand  dollars?    Mr.  Chairman,  the  more  1 


towards  Great  Britain — the  more  I  am  astonished 
at  tbe  conduct  of  the  Representatives  in  Congresa 
assembled.  Id  this  aitonishment,  bear  with  dm 
while  I  address  this  Committee,  in  the  laBguag* 
of  one  formerly  to  the  Galaliaos.  Ob  I  foolish 
Americans,  who  hath  bewitched  you,  thus  to  sub' 
mit  to  injury  and  insult,  from  a  nation  wboM 
trade  subjects  vou  to  a  loss  of  eleven  or  tweivs 
millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  and  who  charges 
four  per  cent,  on  tbe  goods  you  import  from  her, 
and  but  one  and  a  half  to  all  other  nations  1 

My  friend,  the  Speaker,  attempted  to  explaiD 
[his  paradox,  or  rather  rejected  the  premises  as 
an  impossibility,  that  the  United  States  should  in- 
crease in  wealth,  when  nearly  one  half  of  their 
foreign  trade,  instead  of  produeino;  profit,  threw  a 
balance  of  eleven  or  twelve  mUlion  of  dollars 
against  them.  But,  be  mi^ht  hare  avoided  the 
Herculean  usk,  of  producing  to  the  Committee 
that  which  was  impossible,  because  it 

-^    ^  '    -      ■'     ed  _,   _ 

..-.L,)aL^ 

the  statement  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  our  tables,  viz :  that  this  dcBcieocy  was  over- 
balanced  by  our  more  profitable  trade  carried  on 
with  other  nations,  ido  not  rely  barely  upon 
the  information  giren  upon  this  floor,  or  tbe  doc- 
umeniB  before  us,  lo  establish  this  fact.  1  rely 
also  upon  preceding  documents,  and  the  informa- 
tion I  have  received  from  merchants,  and  othan 
well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  our  trade  with 
Great  Britain.  All  agreeing,  that  with  stHiM 
rare  exceptions,  the  balance  is  so  much  against 
the  United  States,  that  were  it  not  for  the  more 
profitable  trade  carried  on  with  other  nations,  in* 
stead  of  growing  rich,  we  should  be  reduced  to  a 
state  of  poverty. 

For  this  reason,  I  am  in  ikror  of  non-inter- 
course, rather  than  a  prohibition  of  her  manufao 
tures ;  because,  if  we  cannot  do  without  them,  we 
could,  in  my  opinion,  procure  them  from  other 
nations  second  hand,  upon  more  adrantageont 
to'ms  than  under  the  present  duties,  we  do  now, 
immediately  from  them;  and  because  I  consider 
gratitude,  justice,  and  the  interest  of  our  country; 
obligatory  upon  us,  to  encourage  trade  with  those 
nations  who  deal  with  us  upon  fair  and  honor*' 
ble  terms,  and  to  discoursge  it  with  those  who  do 
not.  And  lastly,  because  I  am  fully  persuaded 
it  would  soon  induce  Great  Britain  to  open  a 
fair  and  permanent  trade  with  her  West  India 
islands,  much  more  advantageous  to  the  United 
States  than  the  trade  to  the  mother  country.  I 
shall  conclude  this  subject  with  returning  my 
sincere  thanks  to  the  Speaker,  for  the  very  ahle 
and  decisive  manner  in  which  he  has  supported 
my  premises  in  faror  of  American  maoulaciarei, 
by  informing  the  Committee  tbal  they  do  not 
now,  as  formerly,  depend  on  a  great  nurabet-  of 
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baDds,  by  reuon  of  Ubor-MTiDS  machine  brioc 
broDgbi  to  so  much  greater  perieetion.  This  Bp- 
peanicinieBC0Dclii*iveKB«OD,roDDded  apoDftct. 
Mr.  ChairiOBi),  during  ihe  pmeat  setiioD  I 
IkBTc  heard,  with  turprise  bdJ  regret,  members 
of  thii  Honw  represent  ihe  coDdemoBlioD  of  our 
property  and  ihe  impressment  of  our  seameo  as 
tbiogsof  iriTJal  coDsequeuee;  and  that  the  alarm 
was  principally  raised  by  tbe  merchanis.  for  the 

Eirpoie  of  spectilatioD ;  ihit  if  they  could  induce 
oDgrest  to  prohibit  iutercourBe  witb  Great  Brit- 
Bio,  tbey  would  raise  their  goods  one  hundred 
per  cent.,  and  country  produce  fall  iu  proportion, by 
which  meaos,  instead  of  losing,  they  would  be 
freatly  beDe6tted.  This  langntge,  1  repeat  bas 
exceedingly  hurt  my  feelings,  aioce  this  subject 
has  become  a  common  topic  of  conversation,  for 
two  reasons:  First,  it  baa  a  direct  tendency  to 
tlienaie  the  affections  of  one  class  of  useful  and 
Kspectable  citizens  from  the  other,  and  more 
numerous  classes,  and  thereby  lessen  that  confi- 
dence, unity,  and  harmony,  that  is  as  necessary 
to  continue  amongst  the  rarious  members  of  our 
body  politic,  for  the  preservation  of  oaiionat 
Btrengih  and  vigor,  as  that  the  various  parts  of  in 
animal  body  should  harmonionsly  act  together. 
And,  secondly,  if  we  judge  of  things  to  come 
by  things  past,  these  insmuatioos  will  not  be  real- 
ized ;  the  rererse,  in  my  opinion,  will  be  the 
ease;  the  diminnlion  of  sales  will  overbalance 
tbe  advanced  price.  I  know  of  but  one  class  of 
merchants  that  would  be  benefitted  ;  that  is,  those 
who  wish  to  leave  business,  having  on  band  a 
large  stock  of  goods,  which,  sold  at  bd  advanced 
price,  tbey  would  consequently  be  gainers ;  but 
those  of  small  capiiahf  who  wish  to  iocrease  them 
by  continuing  in  trade,  would  suSer  at  least  in 
equal  proportion  with  farmers.  I  have  also  heard 
it  aUesed,  that  it  is  only  in  carrying  foreign  ar- 
ticles Trom  one  belligerent  port  to  another,  and 
not  in  directly  traasporliog  our  own  commodi- 
ties to  any  belligerent  port,  that  the  British  lake, 
and  condemn  our  vessels ;  and  by  that  trade  the 
merchants  only  are  benefitted  ;  therefore  it  is  im- 
proper for  our  Qoveroment  to  run  any  risk  to  sup- 
port them  iu  that  trade.  This,  Mr.  Chairman,  ap- 
pears to  me  a  very  extraordinary  and  absurd  mode 
of  reasoning.  So  far  from  being  entitled  to  no  sup- 
port from  Qoveramentj  I  consider  it  an  exiraben- 
edt,BDd  therefore  entitled  to  an  extra  support. 
To  explain  my  meaning  on  this  subject,  let  me 
Bsk  this  question:— If  out  merchants  provide 
TCBsels  sufficient  to  transport  all  the  produce  we 
can  spare  to  foreign  markets ;  and  the  return  car- 
ooei  brought  inioour  ports  is  more  than  we  want 
For  home  consumption;  which  aurplus  they  re- 
export, and  by  these  extra  exertions  gain  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars  annually,  is  not  the  property  of 
the  United  States  increased  in  that  proportion  7 
Shall  we  then  by  neglect  damp  or  check  this  en- 
terprising spirit  in  that  class  ot  citizens,  who,  by 
tbeir  extraordinary  exertion,  have  greatly  in- 
creased our  revenue  and  wealth?  fhope  not. 
I  hope  ConsresB.  will  anile  in  applyins  an  effica- 
cious remedy  for  past  loases,  and  a  sufficient  pre- 
TenttTB  in  future. 


1  shall  now  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  conduct  ofthe  commander*  of  British  artned 
vesoels,  pressing  our  seamen,  confioiog  them  oa 
board  ships  of  war,  and  obliging;  them  to  assist  Jd 
fighiing  their  battles  with  nations  in  amity  aad 
peace  with  the  United  Stales.  These  are  crimes 
of  so  horrid  a  oatare,  as  can  only  be  perpetrated 
by  infernal  spirits,  actuating  human  bodies^  sup- 
ported by  a  Government  which,  as  I  have  before 
observed,  was  founded  in  war,  and  is  supported  by 
tyranny,  oppression,  and  the  effusion  of  boman 
blood  1  Let  none  say  thai  I  am  painting  this  scene 
in  too  deep  colors,  or  attaching  greater  infamy  to 
the  actors  than  they  deserve.  It  is  impaeiUe. 
If  you  doubt  this,  accompany  me  in  a  short  visit 
to  the  lonely  cottage,  where  sit  weeping  two  aged 
for  the  loss  of  their  only  sou,  wboae  filial 


parents  in  the  decline  of  life.  Attend  to  their 
mournful  tale: — We  received  a  letter  from  on? 
dear  son,  informing  us  that  he  had  a  prosperons 
voyage,  was  returning  home,  hoping  shortly  to  see 
his  native  land ;  but  alas !  met  by  a  British  ship 
of  war,  he  was  inhumanly  forced  on  board,  aad 
carried  we  know  not  where— our  only  hope  it 
blasted  and  the  remainder  of  our  days  consigned 
to  poverty,  grief  and  wo  I 

One  more  visit  to  a  still  more  affection  scenes 
I  cooceif  e  will  fully  establish  my  posiiioo,  that 
the  actors  in  this  infernal  trngedy  cannot  be  too 
much  execrated-  It  is  to  the  small  chamber  of  a 
disconsolate  widow,  bathed  in  tears,  surmunded 
by  helpless  orphans — with  falierioK  Toice,  inter- 
rupted by  many  a  biiter  sigh,  she  reUtes  the  cause 
of  her  woe :  My  dear  hubbind,  finding  he  conld 
make  more  by  following  the  sea  than  by  staying 
on  shore,  had  been  aosent  more  than  twelve 
months,  when  1  received  a  letter,  informing  that 
his  voyage  had  been  prosperous;  that  he  expeeted 
soon  to  arrive  with  sufficient  property  to  ]^ce  me, 
and  these  dear  children,  in  a  comfortableiitaatian ; 
but,  oh  I  how  shall  I  relate  ihe  dreadful  reeerie? 
Whtn  in  sight  of  bis  native  land,  met  by  a  Bri- 
tish armed  vessel,  compelled  by  a  gang  of  inhiH 
man  monsters,  in  human  shape,  to  go  on  board  a 
ship  of  war,  to  assist  in  figiiting  their  baitJea; 
Where  he  received  a  mortal  woaod,  of  which  he 
languished,  of  which  he  died,  and  with  him  died 
all  my  joy,  all  my  comfort,  and  all  my  hope ! 

Perhaps  I  shall  be  told  tnai  lam  addreasing  the 
passions.  Be  it  to.  But  let  it  be  remembered, 
that  I  am  not  addressing  them  with  fiction,  or  the 
enthusiastic  flights  of  imagination',  but  preseot- 
iog  a  feeble  pot  ira it  of  those  real  and  horrid  trage- 
dies, thai  we  have  loo  long  suffered  to  be  acted 
with  impunity  upon  our  defcncelesi  fellow-eiti- 


Mr.  Cbai 


,  near  thirty  years  has  P**^ 


hirty  I 
away,  since  the  citizens  of  these  United  t 
have  suffered  under  ihis  degrading  oppression  and 
cruelly,  peculiar  to  tbe  British  QovernmenL  la 
proof  1  shall  read  a  memorial  of  two  of  tbe  vene- 
rable pairiois  of  that  day  : 

■■  For  the  sake  of  hnmuuty  it  ■■  to  be  wiahed,  Aat 
men  would  endeavoi  to  alleviaia,  at  laacll  aa  poidbla 
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tliB  DDaTDidable  mnerie*  attending  ■  atate  of  wiir.     It 
bn  beea  uiA  that  amons  the  dviliied  natioas  of  Earo] 
the  ancient  horron  of  that  Btate  are  much  dimiDUhei 
bat  the  compelling  men  b;  chaioa,  ■tripM,  and  bmin 
to  Sgbt  Bgaiiut  their  {Hendi  and  relatians,  is  a  ne 
mode  of  bariiarity,  nhieh  yonr  nation  alone  had  the 
honor  of  inventing;  and  the  sending  American  priMB- 
era  Df  iru  t«  Africa  and  Am.  reraola  from  all  pnriia- 
bilitjof  eiefaange,  and  nh^re  they  can  acarce  hope  ever 
to  hear  from  their  iamiliea,  eren  if  die  UDwholeiome- 
new  of  the  diiaa.te  doea  not  put  a  apeedj  end  to  their 
liTaa,  is  a  manner  of  treating  captive*  that  jou  can 
justify  bj  no  other  precedent  or  custom,  except  that  of 
the  black  savages  of  Guinea.    We  are  your  Lordship' 
most  obedient  aerranti,  B.  FRANKLIN, 

8.  DEANE." 
.   "Lord  Tiecount  SronxoiiT." 

To  the  abore  leltei  the  roUowing  reply  was 
made :  "  The  King's  Ambassador  receiTea  do  '  ' 
'  ters  froni  rebels,  except  when  they  come  to 
'  mercy."  At  thai  time  the  ef  eat  of  the  war 
undecided;  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  Confess 
toprevent  that  cruel,  iabuman,  practice ;  not  so  at 
this  time,  it  la  now  in  our  power.  Shall  we  suf- 
fer (bat  nation,  after  acknowledging  our  independ- 
ence, to  eoDiinue  the  same  arbitrary  and  tyrani 
cal  cruelty  over  our  seamen,  sailing  under  pi 
lection  of  our  own  flag,  that  they  did  at  thai  time, 
when  they  insolently  styled  us  rebelsl  I  hope  we 
shall  not. 

Here  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  ibe  caplure  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia, 
whereby  upward  of  three  hundred  of  our  citizens 
became  prisoners  lo  the  Basbawof  Tripoli.  How 
was  this  account  received  \>y  the  membera  of  Con- 
gress T  Whet  sensations  did  it  produce,  and  what 
was  the  effect  7  I  need  not  inform  this  Commit- 
tee. Every  member,  bv  turning  to  his  Journal, 
may  satisfy  himself  ihat  prompt  and  decisive 
measures  were  adopted  to  procure  their  release 
from  captivity.  Tbis  case  has  been,  by  some 
members,  contrasted  with  the  impressment  of  our 
seameu.  Let  us  analyze  the  two  cases,  and  see 
what  similaiiif  there  is  between  them.  Ourcep- 
tires  at  Tripoli  had  entered  voluntarily  on  board 
a  frigate  of  the  United  Stales,  then  at  war  with 
that  Power;  and  in  that  war  were  taken  prison- 
ers, and  when  so,  were  neither  inhumanly  beaten, 
nor  compelled  to  hear  arms  against  any  nation, 
Although  the  war  was  vigorously  carried  on  bv 
the  United  States,  to  reduce  the  town  in  which 
they  were  prisoners.  Did  they  suffer  anything 
but  what  their  voluntary  will  subjected  them  to — 
captivity,  a  frequent  attendant,  and  always  a  pos- 
sible consequence  of  war  T  Will  their  case  bear 
any  comparison  with  that  of  a  passenger,  who,  to 
avoid  the  tyranny  of  a  European  despot,  had  left 
bis  native  land,  hoping  to  find  a  peBcefal  asylum 
in  the  United  States  the  remainder  of  his  days; 
supposing  himself  secure  under  the  protection  of 
their  flag,  escaped  from  the  danger  of  the  sea,  in 
sight  of  land,  with  American  seamen,  endeared 
to  him  by  their  kindness  on  the  passage  ;  tosether 
forced  by  a  pressganK  on  board  a  shi^  oT war 
and  there  compelled  to  bear  arms  against  their 
friends  1  It  will  not ;  it  sinks  into  insigniflcaoce; 
4t  is  like  a  drop  to  the  ocean.  Shall  we  then  ueai 


with  indifference  an  account  laid  on  our  tables, 
that  three  thousand  of  our  seamen  are  not  only 
taken  ca{)tiTe,  but  mauy  of  them  ignominiously 
beaten  wirh  many  stripes,  and  compelled  to  assist 
in  fighting  the  bailies  of  the  British  Oovernment, 
with  nations  with  whom  we  are  at  peace?  If  the 
case  of  OUT  captives  at  Tripoli  was  sufficient  la 
excite  su^h  tender  sensations  in  the  minds  of  the 
members  of  Congress,  as  to  induce  them  immedi- 
ately to  adont  efficient  measures  to  obtain  their 
release,  will  not  the  insolence  and  barbarity  of 
British  armed  vessels,  pressing  our  seamen  in  the 
mouths  of  our  harbors,  aAer  a  perilous  voyage 
rejoicing  in  beholding  again  their  native  land — 
enjoying  by  anticipation  the  pleasing  company  of 
their  long  absent  friends— expecting,  in  a  few 
hours,  the  completion  of  their  happiness,  in  the 
rapturous  embraces  of  their  bosom  friends,  and 
beloved  ofispringT  But,  alas!  from  their  native 
land,  and  from  all  the  most  near  and  dfar  coo- 
nexions  in  life,  the)[  are  inhumanly  rent  asunder, 
perhaps  never  again  to  see  their  hearts'  delight, 
but  forced  on  board  one  of  those  infernal  ma- 
chines  called  a  British  ship  of  war,  and  there  com- 
pelled lo  imbrue  their  hands  in  human  blood — in 
the  blood  of  those  with  whom  they  have  no  dif- 
ference— they  receive  mortal  wounds — they  lan- 
guish— they  die— without  any  tender  friend  to 
Sympathize  with  them  in  their  affliction,  or  tea- 
erl^  close  their  dying  eyes!  Will  not,  I  say,  re- 
fleeting  on  such  scenes  as  these,  not  only  excite  a 
;<uperior  degree  of  sympathy  and  tender  feelings 
of  humanity,  bat  raise  an  honest  indignation 
and  decided  detestation  for  the  actors  of  those 
,  and  for  that  Oovernment  wht^xe- 
tends  to  be  the  principal  supporter  of  liberty,  and 
that  holy  religion,  which  enjoins  upon  its  adher- 
is  to  do  unto  all  men  as  they  would  be  done 
to;  and  yet  persists  in  those  base  and  barbarous 
acts  of  injustice,  whichare  disavowed  and  reject- 
ed by  all  other  Christian  nations !  I  hope  it  will. 
*  ''  "  there  yet  remains  in  this  Committee  some 
sparks  of  the  sacred  fire  of  liberty,  tbatjOi) 
the  4th  of  July,  1776,  arose  into  an  irresistible 
flame,  burned  and  destroyed  that  servile  depend- 
ence on  the  haughty,  oppressive,  and  tyrannical 
Oovernment  of  Qreat  Britain,  who  wished  to  bind 
the  colonies  in  all  cases  whatsoever.    May  the 


f  sparks  be  rekindled,  and  burn  up  the 
the  dregs  of  British  tyranny  !  May  the 
_  . .  .  sion  of  the  ninih  Congress  oi  the  United 
Stales  evince  to  the  world  that  they  are  worthr 
of,  and  mean  to  support  that  liberty  and  independ- 
le,  lately  purchased  at  the  price  of  blood; 
which  we  have  now  in  our  power  to  do,  without 
the  efiusioo  of  human  blood;  only  by  doing  what 
I  conceive  tube  our  indispensable  duty — to  act 
justly  and  impartially  toward  all  nations  wilk 
-'--  we  have  intercourse,  and  to  withhold  in- 
/  nation  tliat  will  not,  in  turn, 
deal  justly,  upon  terms  of  perfect  reciprocity. 

Mr.  Chairman,  our  situation  on  the  map  of  the 
world  places  us  in  a  commanding  attitude — and 
r  principal  exports  being  the  substantial  necee- 
ries  of  life,  renders  them  essentially  Decessarf 
those  Earopean  despots,  many  of  whose  wreteh- 
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ed  subjects,  ioslead  of  beiog  peiceftbly  petmitled 
to  cultivate  ibe  soil,  wie  bired,  or  compelled  to 
leare  thi*  innocent  occupalioD,  and  iinbody  ibrm- 
aelres  Tor  ibe  purpose  of  learDing  more  cotnpleietr 
the  infernal  art  of  iahumanly  bulcbeting  ibe  hu- 
man species,  and  to  deilroy,  in  a  short  time,  the 
nwluciions  of  great  and  fertile  countries,  where- 
by always  want,  and  sometimes  famine  is  pro' 
duced!  Thus  situated,  the  United  States  can, 
without  shedding  of  human  blood,  and  without 
permanent  injury  to  her  revenue,  or  citizens,  com- 
pel the  haughty  tyrant  of  the  ocein  to  do  us  that 
justice  which  several  of  the  most  powerful  na- 
tions of  Europe  have  long  strove  in  vain  to  effect, 
by  equipping  Uiae  fleets,  and  raising  mighty  ar- 
gues. For  the  LIniled  Slates  of  America  is  le- 
terved  by  the  Allwise  Disposer  of  Events,  that 
glorioas  work  of  effecting  by  peaceable  meaos,  a 
eessation  from  injustice  and  injuriev,  which  war 
meuures  have  only  tended  to  increase.  To  prove 
diis  fact,  we  need  only  recur  to  the  history  of  the 
last  century ;  there  we  find  three  of  the  most 
powerful  maritime  nations  of  Europe — Holland. 
France,  and  Spain — contending  with  England, 
Mverally  and  jointly,  for  the  sovereignty  of  the 
seas;  and  what  has  been  the  effect?  Let  the 
blood-Btained  ocean, and  the  nomerous  vessels  of 
wer,  built  and  eauipped  by  those  nations  that  have 
heretofore,  and  do  at  this  time,  make  component 
puts  of  the  British  navy,  answer  the  <)uestion. 

Perhaps  I  shall  be  told  that  J  have  given  up  the 
argument,  hy  acknowledging  that  the  three  great- 
Ht  maritime  Powers  durins  the  last  century,  by 
opposing  the  tyranny  of  Britain,  only  increased 
herfower  at  their  own  expense  and  loss.  No, 
Mr-  Chairman,  I  adduced  this  fact  to  show  that 
they  attacked  her  in  the  only  point  where  she 
was  invulnerable;  they  attacked  her  wooden 
walls,  raised  by  ber  manufactnres  and  supported 
in  part  by  the  plunder  of  foreign  nations;  they 
ftUcked  the  effect,  let  us  attack  the  cause :  re- 
move ib«  cause,  and  the  effect  will  cease.  This 
is  not  a  sentiment  peculiar  to  my  weak  brain  ;  I 
believe  it  to  be  a  sentiment  adopted  by  a  great 
majority  of  the  most  enlightened  and  best  iotorm- 
cd  citizena  of  the  United  States.  I  believe  so 
from  verbal  communications,  and  ftom  publio 
print»— an  extract  from  one  of  tliese  I  shall  now 
nad: 

"  It  is  expected,  (says  the  Independent  Chronicle,) 
Alt,  on  the  meeting  of  Congress,  the  impoitant  busi- 
ness of  nstiona)  commerce  will  be  sdopted,  to  give  pro- 
tection to  our  proper^  and  seamen  ;  ibst  the  British 
nation  will  feel  the  force  of  our  trade,  not  onl;  within 
their  manabcturiDg  towns,  but  the  islsnds.  We  have 
a  strength  in  this  ipeciei  ofwarfare.wbich  would  com- 
mand the  attention  and  reaped  of  that  nation.  Our 
Imports  of  their  fsDt■slil^sl  articles  of  ftahion,  which 
ttnlv  serve  to  vitiate  our  habits,  and  introduce  idleness 
and  dissipation  among  our  citizens,  are  the  msinsprings 
which  enable  them  to  enrich  thenuelvea  at  onr  cntt. 
Let  ns  onl;  ceaae  to  barter  our  national  honor  tor  gew- 
ipws  and  articles  of  fipperf,  snd  we  might  bid  defi- 
ance to  that  Power,  wbieh  now  wanlonlj  sports  with 
m>a  sovarcagn^  and  indcpendoica.  The  suppression 
of  a  cargo  ot'^  British  mano&ctares  would  be  more 
powarfal  dian  ten  sail  nf  tha  linn ;  lor  the  latter  might 


be  captured,  end  occasion  a  kMe  of  n. 

former  would  enforce  its  operation  with  an  e 
powerful  to  be  concealed,  alteaded  with  tfae  «n«g  of 
mitlioBB  of  dollars,  which  are  yaarl;  reiiiiU«d  faia«pe>- 
fluitisb  Let  u*  kaow  pur  strength,  ••  it  rdales  to 
Britain,  and  wb  should  not  hesitate  kws  in.pMtiDi  it 
into  operation.  Bhipa  of  war  are  the  slia^lli  of  £nk 
ain,  but  a  non-interconrsa  wonld  aoon  doMvat  •mj 
cannon  af  their  naiy." 

Howerer  chimerical  this  may  appear  to  ibe  en- 
I^rstaof  Britain,  who  suppose  her  power  mvia- 
eible,  and  ber  resoarcee  inexbamiiUe.  thryare  at 
certain  and  inevitable  conseqnenees  as  that  water 
will  quench  fire,  or,  that  taking  away  the  fuel 
will  cause  it  to  go  out.  But,  suppose  Oral  Biil- 
ain  should,  contrary  to  her  intereat,  refnae  to 
enter  into  just  and  amicable  arrangeioenu  with 
the  United  States ;  should  let  a  noD-interconrae 
law  go  into  operation;  should  pot  forth  her 
sirengib,  as  we  have  been  told  she  will  do,  and 
make  us  feel  it  What  would  be  the  eoitse- 
quence  ?  In  my  opinion,  a  bom-book  politician, 
that  has  only  learned  his  A,  B,  C,  (if  be  has  not 
learned  them  in  the  school  of  a  British  Ministerj 
may  discover  the  certain  and  inevitable  conte- 

Sienee,  that  as  their  oppression  and  injnatiee  to 
e  Cmoniea  produced  a  partial  independence, 
their  continuanee  therein  would  complete  ihesja- 
fem.  I  lay  a  partial  independence,  and  cooenve 
myself  fulfy  authorized  in  adopting  this  tangn^t^ 
as  long  as  members  of  Congress  hold  np  an  idoi 
that  we  cannot  exist  wiibout  imponing  Btitiab 
maoufactores;  that  non-intercourae  would  injim 
the  United  States  more  than  Great  Britain,  and 
that  if  we  offend  her  Minister,  he  w31  put  forth 
his  atrenffth.Bod  make  us  feel  it. 

Bm,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  I  desire  not  to  ireapaaa 
on  the  patience  of  this  Committee,  I  will,  ma  few 
words,  state  what  appears  to  me  to  be  the  real 
grounds  of  opposition  to  a  non-inlereoorse  law, 
which  I  consider  as  the  only  effectual  niasure. 
One  member  has  told  ns,  his  tobacco  is  not  sold. 
Another,  that  it  wtiuM  sacrifice  at  least  one  yeat^ 
crop ;  and  a  third,  that  it  will  operate  harder  upon 
his  constituents  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
Union.    And  here  1  must  anticipate  the  situation 
of  a  fourth  class,  that  has  not  sold  their  whest. 
And  another  class  of  citizens,  I  should  bare  added, 
to  tbis  list  of  anticipated  Eufferers,  if  we  had   not 
been  informed,  from  high  aotboritjr,  that   they 
were  like  slippery  eels,  that  could  sbp  round  mod 
evade  any  law  :    I  mean  tbe  merchants,  wbo. 
doubtless,  have  on  hand  larRc  quantities  of  bee^     I 
potk,  &c.    But.  as  we  are  told,  they  are  cool,  <aU- 
culaiing  rogues',  and,  therefore,  well  able  to  help     | 
themseivea,  I  shall  leave  them  to  manage  their 
own  business  in  their  own  way,  and  close  the     I 
catalogue  of  sufferers  with  the  ease  of  my  imme- 
diate constituent!:  in  New  Jersey;  they  arcmany     I 
of  them,  poor  tenants,  who  depend  upon  iiayiDg     i 
high  rents,  and  supporting  their  families  by  rais- 
ing produce  for  market,  and  can  only,  by  steady 
industry  and  rigid  economy,  pay  their  rents,  and     I 
support  theii  families.    If  produce  falls  one  bun-     i 
dred  percent,  what  mustiheirsitaation  be?  Will 
not  tbey  metitat  Icaat  an  equal  abaie  of  commia- 
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entioD  with  rich  landholden,  who  clear,  bp  rnis- 
ing  totaeeo,  cottoo,  or  rice,  froai  five  to  teo,  oi 
fiiteeo  ihoasaod  dolUrs  per  ananm  ?  1  hope  no 
member  on  this  floor  will  coodude  they  do  not. 
Yet,Ur.  ChairmaD,  I  am  bold  to  say,  on  theirbe- 
half,  that,  if  it  depended  on  their  voice,  ibey  would 
aay^  pass  the  law.  They  would  say,  as  some  of 
their  father*  said  at  the  commenceiDeDt  of  the 
ReTolniiooary  war,  we  will  put  on  our  old 
clothes,  aod  wear  them  over  again  ;  we  will  reject 
her  manufacturea,  and  forego  the  sweets  of  her 
istands,  rather  than  nibmit  to  het  insolence,  aod 
the  cruelty  of  her  commanders  of  aimed  veaseU, 

tressing  our  felloW'citizens  In  the  mouths  of  our 
arbon,  and,  by  stripes  and  cruelty,  compelling 
them  to  assist  in  fishting  their  battles  against  na- 
tions in  amity  and  peace  with  nsi  This,  I  be- 
lieve woold  be  their  tangnage,  and  not  theirs  only, 
but  a  great  msjoiity  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  So  far  am  I  from  believing  with  my 
friend  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Earlt,)  that  if  all  the 
people  of  the  United  States  were  fully  informed 
of  the  conduct  of  Qreat  Britain,  nine-tenths 
would  reject  the  present  resolution ;  nineteen- 
twentietliB  would  call  upon  Bs  to  pass  a  non-in- 
tercourse law,  to  prohibit  trade  with  that  nation, 
until  she  restored  our  seamen,  and  entered  into 
arrangements  to  trade  with  us  in  future  upon 
terms  of  perfect  reciprooiiy. 

A  peace  neutr^ity,  a  noB-iDtereonne  law  to  en- 
force the  resolntioDs  sent  by  the  Senate  to  our 
President,  will  be  more  efficacious  than  flfiyships- 
of-the-line,  and  one  hundred  frigates.  Tbe  voice 
of  a  respectable  class  of  citizens,  (the  merchanti,) 
who  more  immediately  suffer  loss  of  property^ 
the  voice  of  humanity ;  the  sighs  of  aged  pa- 
rents, lamenting  the  absence  of  their  beloved  off- 
ipring;  tbe  heart-rending  cries  of  tender  females, 
for  the  losti  of  their  bosom  friends — all  supported 
by  the  eternal,  immutable  principles  of  equal  jus- 
tice, anited,  call  aloud  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  toapply  an  efiectnal  remedy  to  this 
horrid  scene  of  injustice,  opnression.  and  tyranny  1 
God  grant  that  we  may  no  lo^ei  turn  a  deaf  ear 
or  treat  with  indifierence  these  calls. 

As  I  do  not  intend  to  impose  upon  the  Com- 
mittee by  frequent  communications,  I  most  beg 
their  attention  a  few  minutes  longer. 

Mr.  Cbnirman,  the  confident  declamation  of  a 
member  (Mr.  Randolpb,}  who  has  taken  up  the 
time  of  the  Committee  more  than  three  times  as 
long  as  any  other,  has  brought  to  my  remem- 
brance the  language  of  one,  vvho,  in  his  dey.  was 
called  the  wisest  of  men,  (Solomon ;)  "Wo  to 
thee,  oh  land,  when  thy  King  is  a  child."  Wo  to 
these  United  States,  if  ever  tTiat  day  should  arrive 
when  a  majority  of  her  Legislature  should  be 
children,  rocked  on  downy  pillows,  dandled  in 
the  lap  of  pleasure,  and  fed  at  the  table  of  luxury; 
whoae  .knowledge  is  all  theoretic,  acquired  by 
reading,  seated  in  easy  chairs.  These  are  the 
mushrooms,  the  fungusses,  the  premature  hot- 
bed productions,  that  we  have  been  so  often  told 
cf ;  notwithstanding  thev  have  had  the  assurance 
(may  I  not  more  properly  say  insolence  1)  on  this 
floor,  to  treat  the  srgnments  of  all  who  differ  from 


them,  as  trifling,  end  unworthy  of  notice;  and 
those  resolutions,  which  other  members  have  in- 
troduced, as  spurious  illegitimate  prodiieiions,  and 
tbeir  authors  and  supporters  as  horn-book  politi- 
cians, not  having  learned  their  A,  B,  C,  and,  what 
is  much  worse,  they  never  can  ;  bein^  so  void  of 
reason,  that  they  ought  to  be  pat  in  slraigfat- 
waistcoats,  and  kepi  in  dark  rooms.  But,  one  m 
of  comfort,  doubtless,  strikes  every  honest  mina, 
in  observing,  that  ihia  number  of  arrogant  dicta- 
tors is  smaU.  God  grant  that  they  may  not  bareljr 
remain  small,  hut,  (if  they  continue  their  late 
insoleDtconduct,}atU)e  next  election,  be  removed. 
Mr.  Chairman,  members  of  this  House  who&ft- 
quenlly  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  Revoln* 
tionary  war,  whereby  tbe  colonies  of  North  Ame- 
rica became  free  and  independent  Btates—wbo- 
remember  the  time  when  the  American  Army,, 
reduced  to  a  skeleton,  a  handful  of  meo,  dispirited 
by  defeats,  and  hard  pressed  by  a  powerful  and 
victorious  army  crossed  the  Delaware  at  Trenton  ;. 
and,  in  addition  to  the  reduced  state  of  the  Army, 
a  mortal  disorder  raged  in  various  parts,  wfaiebr 
caused  some  to  observe,  that  it  appeared  as  if  tin- 
hand  of  Provideace  was  turned  against  ns — tM,, 
in  the  sequel,  had  thankfully  to  acknowledge,  thx 
not  by  their  own  power,  but  through  the  meraj 
of  the  Allwise  Disposer  of  Events,  this  powerAil 
army  was  turned  bach  again,  and,  finally,  obliged 
to  leave  this  land,  with  shame  and  disgraeel 
1  say,  those  members  will  not  rise  on  this  flooc 
and  assert,  that  that  Qovemment,  headed  bv  the 
same  Monarch,  is  now  fighting  the  battles  of  lib- 
etty,  and  is  the  only  banier  we  have  against  Gal- 
lic tyranny;  neither  will  ihev  pour  lofreMs  of 
abuee  upon  the  Qovermnent  oi  that  nation  whidi 
was  instrumental  in  procuring  their  freedom,  and 
still  manifests  a  friendly  disposition  to  treat  oar 
citixens  with   respect,  and  our  commerce  wMi 

NOj  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope  and  trust  there  yet 
remains  in  this  House,  and  in  this  nation,  a  gnat 
majority  who  believe  in  the  existence  of  a  Su- 
preme Omnipotent  Power,  that  not  only  rcign'i 
above,  but  doth  whatsoever  be  sees  meet  among 
the  children  of  meal  These  will  not  depend  npuii 
the  fleets  and  armiea  of  Great  Britain  to  defend 
us  from  Gallic,  or  other  tyranny ;  these  will  be 
concerned  to  act  justly  and  impartially  toward 
all  nations,  depending  upon  the  God  of  justice, 
truth,  and  mercy,  to  bless  their  honest  endeavora, 
and  to  preserve  them  and  their  constituents  from 
all  harm.  With  this  class,  however  they  nnf 
be  despised  by  tbe  wise  and  learned  in  their  own 
conceit,  it  is  my  joy,  my  comfort,  and  my  glory 
to  act.  These  I  salute  as  my  beloved  brethren, 
and  for  their  encouragement,  under  the  lorreolk 
of  abuse  that  thej  have  received,  let  them  i«- 
member  that  the  just  man's  path  is  a  bright  and 
shining  light,  that  shines  more  and  more  unto  the 
perfect  day,  and  that  alt  who  walk  in  it  walk  safe- 
ly, and  have  nothing  to  fear  1  I  shall  conduda 
with  recommending  to  the  perusal  and  atteniioti 
of  those  wise  and  learned  members,  before  alluded 
to,  one  verse  of  that  justly  celebrated  prayer,com- 
posed  by  Alexander  Pope : 
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"Let  not  thii  neak,  unknowing  hutd 

PrMoma  ihj  bolts  to  throw. 

And  deal  dunnation  round  ft  lind. 

On  each  I  judga  thy  foa." 
Mr.  J.  Clat. — Several  reaM>Dg  induce  me  load 
-TOcaie  the  leiolutioa  on  yaut  table,  ooe  of  thi 
principal  of  wbich  ia,  Ibat  I  believe  it.tobeibe 
beat  ineana  of  TJodicauDg  Ibal  right  wbieh  is  ' 
berent  in  us  as  an  independeot  andDeniraE  nsti 
the  risbt  of  freely  naTigaiing  the  ocean  in  i 
own  ibipa,  and  earr^in^  our  own  property.  A 
TJew  of  tbe  aubject.  in  us  proper  aspect,  will  er 
able  us  to  see  whet  last  right  is,  its  real  and  legit 
mate  eiieDi.  and,  consequently,  wherein  il  hi 
been  TJolatea.  Id  taking  Ibis  view,  I  shall  be  led 
to  consider  the  doctrine  of  neutral  rights  in  a  dif 
ferent  light  from  that  in  wbieh  some  gentlemei 
bare  laken  it.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  ibi 
original  ground,  of  free  sfalps  making  free  goods 
baa  ecer  been  abandoned  by  us.  Had  this  doc 
trine  been  established,  an  end  would  have  beei 
put  to  tbe  TezatJons,  and  spoliatioa*  on  neutra. 
commerce,  which  have  been  committed  under  the 
pretest  of  covered  property.  As  the  neutrality  of 
the  ship  would  hsTe  insured  tbe  safety  of  the  car- 
go, no  temptation  could  possibly  exist  for  fraudu- 
lent practieei — no  ground  for  ibe  accusation.  I 
believe  ibis  doctrine  is  tbe  best  supported  bv  rea- 
aon,  and  by  the  conal derations  of  justice  due  to 
Dcmral  by  belligerent  Powers.  Nothing  is  more 
certain  than,  that  a  nation  at  war  bss  no  right  to 
take  enemy's  property  on  neutral  ground.  No 
nation  has  ever  claimed  ■  right  to  violate  the  ter- 
ritory of  a  friend,  in  order  to  seize  the  property 
of  an  enemy  ;  and  it  appears  to  me,  that  a  ship, 
niling  under  *  neutral  Sag,  onght  to  be  consid- 
ered in  the  nine  light  ■■  a  part  oT  tbe  territory  of 
the  nation  to  which  that  fla^  belongs.  The  only 
inqoiry  which  a  belligereui  la  justified  in  making-, 
is,  whether  the  ship  sails  under  false  colors,  or 
Bott  and  this  would  be  sufficiently  shown  by  her 
paper*.  I  believe  this  has  been  conceded  by  all 
nations,  at  least,  as  far  as  it  respects  ships  of  war. 
That  it  bat  been  conceded  by  Oreat  Britain,  ap- 
pears from  the  celebrated  ease  of  Jonathan  Rob- 
bioa,  otherwise  called  Thomas  Nash.  By  the 
Treaty  of  1794,  a  peraon  committing  murder  io 
the  territory  of  one  of  the  eooinciing  parties,  and 
fleeing  to  the  other,  was  to  be  given  up  to  the  na- 
tion in  whose  territory  the  murdee  was  committed. 
Under  that  treaty,  this  person  was  claimed  as  one 
of  the  mutineers  on  board  the  "Hermione,"  and 
waa  sorrendered  to  tbe  British  by  this  Govern- 
ment, He  could  not  hare  been  demanded  on  a 
charge  of  piracy,  il  must  have  been  on  a  charge 
of  murder ;  and  nothing  can  be  clearer  than  that 
he  waa  surrendered  under  the  idea,  that  tbe  ship, 
on  board  of  which  the  murder  bad  been  com- 
nilted.  was  British  territory.     If  the  act  had 


would  bave  been  competent  to  punish  him  ;  all 
nations  having  a  concarrent  jurisdiction  over  acts 
of  piracy  committed  on  tbe  biga  seas.  He  must, 
therefore,  have  been  demand«t  and  surrendered, 
nndei  tbe  Treaty  of  17W4,  on  the  e\atgB  of  mnr-  i 


der,  and  both  nations  must  hare  considered  the 
ship  as  British  ground.  This,  then,  I  take  to  be 
ihe  true  and  legitimate  extent  of  the  claim  of  a 
neutral  nation :  that  her  ships  shall  be  considered 
as  a  part  of  her  territory,  and,  that  if  no  fraod  is 
committed  in  carrying  the  Bait,  they  have  a  po- 
fect  right  to  pass  unmolesled.  But,  unfortunately, 
Ihe  right  in  ibis  full  extent,  has  been  abandoiMd 
by  our  nation,  and,  however  we  may  regret  it,  we 
are  bound  by  tbe  surrender. 

It  has  been  justly  observed  by  tnv  friend  froM 
Virginia,  (Mr.  J.  Raiidoi.ph,)  that  the  natitHi  who 
has  tbe  mastery  of  the  sea,  always  find*  it  faer  in> 
terest  to  narrow  dowD  the  rights  of  neutrals,  and, 
indeed,  attempts  bave  been  made  by  different  na- 
tions totally  to  cut  off  all  commerce  with  theii 
enemies.  So  with  Britain.  We  find,  aa  early  ai 
the  year  1688.  that  Ibis  was  insisted  upon  by  Oreat 
Britain.  In  her  treaty  with  Holland  of  thai  year, 
she  agreed  to  prohibit  all  trade  with  Fnnee,  nod 
it  was  attempted  to  be  justified  upon  the  same 


ground  aa  is  now  set  up  as  a  pretext  for  her  pres- 
ent aggressions — the  ground  of  neeendiy  and  the 
inordinate    ambition   of  the  French    MonareL 


submitted  to  by  the  neotral  Powen. 
Sweden  and  other  northern  nations  remonstrated, 
■nd  their  remonsirances  were,!  believe,  soeeessfbL 

In  the  year  1757,  the  man  who  has  to  often  been 
alluded  to  b^  the  epithet  of  "  back  stain,**  ibe  uea- 
ent  Barl  of  Liverpool,  wrote  a  bo<A  in  vindica- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards  neu- 
tral nations,  and  from  it  we  may  gaihcr  his  senti- 
ments on  the  treaty  just  titentioned.  After  quoting 
the  second  aud  third  article  of  the  convention,  ir 
which  it  was  agreed  that  they,  (Holland  and 
England,)  "  would  take  any  ship  m  resael,  whtt- 
'  ever  King  or  State  it  may  belong  to,  that  shall 
'  be  found  sailing  into,  or  out  of,  the  perts  of 
'  Prance,  and  condemn  both  vessel  and  merehnn- 
'  disc  as  legal  prize ;  and,  that  this  reaoIolicKi  abotild 
'  be  notified  to  all  neutral  State*,"  he  pcoeeeda: 

"  Bach,  therefore,  at  this  time,  wm  the  mnred  oftn- 
ion  of  Holland,  and  En^and  waa  indncad  Io  jwnwith 


of  equi^and  moderaiiou  which  dw  had  almost  alwap 

CctiBSd,  in  this  punt,  before,  and  whidi  aba  win,  I 
■e.maM&ithfnllyobBerTafortbefutan.  TbeNonb- 
sm  Crowns,  who  were  particolsilj  afleOed  bj  this  pro- 
hibition, contended  leij  TsheDwnUj  sgsinst  iL  In  an- 
awer  to  their  objeclions,  were  urged  the  drcnmatancea 
of  iffsirs,  tbe  danger  of  Europe,  and  tbs  mighty 
strength  of  thst  ambitioua  Pqwer,  which,  if  Home  ex- 
traordinary effort  WBS  not  msde,  would  bring  msjikind 
under  its  subjection.  It  ii  remaAable  that  PoKendatf^ 
who  owed  his  fortune  and  employment  to  one  of  Iboas 
Northern  Crowns,  was  of  opinion,  in  this  case,  against 
tboDi,  and  thought  that  tbe  convention  might  be  )UBti- 
fieil.  It  is  not  meant  here,  at  presMit,  Hther  to  censms 
or  commend  it.  Circumstances  may  •ometimea  nabs 
a  thing  lawful,  which,  conudered  1^  itaell^  woold  bs 
ODJuaL  But,  such  times  are  truly  unhappy,  when  n» 
casaily  must  be  pleaded  ia  support  of  a  right." 

Such  was  the  opinion  of  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 
in  the  year  1757. 

But,  after  having  abandoned  the  doctrine  of  free 
shins  making  free  goods.we  must  be  content  with 
endeavoring  to  examine  what  rights  remain  to 
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nentral^  Writer*  upon  nilioiiBl  law,  who  hare 
anpporied  the  oppoiile  principle,  ba*e  aitempied 
to  show  the  extent  of  neutral  righu  in  their  com- 
merce with  the  belligereol  naliooa,  and  (he  prin- 
cipal reatrictiooe  are,  that  tber  cannot  cany 
enemy's  property,  or  goods  contraband  of  war. 
Varioni  definiiioni  of  contraband  article!  have 
been  given.  Ai  long  as  the  production  or  fabri- 
cation of  warlike  atores  and  arms  were  in  the 
handa  of  a  few  nationi,  ibe  application  of  the 
principle  to  them  might  hare  been  jual ;  hut 
when  the;  have  become  common  to  almost  all 
nationi,  they  are  pieced  in  tbe  aame  timation  as 

Kviiions  and  other  article*  of  commerce,  and  it 
become  extremely  doubtful  whether  tne  rea- 
aoniog  of  modern  nobticians  in  regard  to  them  it 
correct.  parlicDlarlr  when  uatiotia  on  the  ere  of 
mr,  alwayt  provide  ihemMlreB  with  sufficient 
magazines  for  carrying  it  on.  But,  even  those 
who  agree  io  the  pnociple  of  confiscating  contra- 
baod  articles,  find  it  difficult  to  regulate  its  extent. 
At  one  time,  it  ii  so  restricted  a*  to  exclude  from 
the  list  even  naval  atorea  and  wltpetre ;  at  aooib- 
er,  it  is  carried  to  a  ridiculotis  extent.  Spain,  at 
one  time,  undertook  to  define  the  list  of  ccmtra- 
baod,  and  declared  that  tobacco  should  be  included. 
This  became  a  sround  of  offence  to  England,  and 
Bynkershoek,  woo  mentions  the  fact  on  the  au 
thority  of  Zoucb,  says,  that  the  English,  on  (hi 
occasion,  granted  letters  of  reprisaf  against  tbi 
Spaniards.  The  grave  Dutchman  then  coode- 
acends  to  be  jocose,  and  observes,  '*  whelht 
'  controversy  about  tobacco  ended  in  smoke 
'  I  am  ignorant.  Tbia,  howcverj  I  know,  that  1 
'  Ao  not  agree  with  the  Spaniard  m  opinion,  as  no 
'  use  was  ever  made  of  lomcco  to  kill  an  enemy."* 

Now,  when  the  doctrine  of  contntbaad  may  be 
carried  to  snch  dangeroos,  and  even  ludierons 
lengths,  does  it  not  appear  proper  to  abandon  it 
altogether  7 

But  reCDrring  to  the  same  aafhorily  to  which  I 
have  already  referred,  we  shall  find  what  Great 
Britain  herself  anderaiood  to  be  the  right  of  nea- 
trals  in  the  year  1757: 

"  tt  cannot,  I  think,  be  doubted,  that  aectHding  to 
thoM  prineii^sa  of  lutond  equity,  which 


the  law  at  nationa,  the  pei^  of  even  oonnliy 
always  hav*  s  right  to  liada  in  feDsral  (o  the  ports 
any  State,  though  it  mBybsppin  to  be  engaged  in  wi 


with  another,  provided  it  be  in  Iheii  own  merchan- 
dise, or  on  their  own  acconnt,  sod  that  under  this  pre- 
tence they  do  not  attempt  to  Kreen  from  one  pailj 
the  effects  oT  the  other,  and  on  condition  aleo  that  they 
carry  not  to  either  of  them  any  implements  of  war,  or 
whatever  else,  aocording  to  the  nature  of  their  reipect- 
ive  situstions,  or  the  drcnniilsncee  of  the  case,  may 


*  "  Se  tabsoo  magiih  animis  inter  ffispanos  et  An- 
glos qua  si  turn  esse  refbrt  Zoacheos,  (part  3,  it  fun 
ftc^  See.  B,  Q.  13,)  «t  sb  Hispsnia,  jodicstam  inter  res 
veritsB  esse,  sdeo  propteres  indignKDtibus  An^lii,  nt 
etiam  contrs  Hispsnoa  repressatiss,  coDcesserint.  Sed 
BU  ea  controvenis  de  tabsoo  tsrnlem  in  iboiam  sbierit, 
nesdo  1  hoe  scio  me  Hispania  non  conscentire,  quia 
varum  est  tabaci  nullum  nanin  ease  ad  isdendnm 
hostem." — Bynktr^iotk,  t^umtt.  Jvrit  pubUce,  Lii.  L 
Cap.X. 


be  necasssry  to  them  for  their  defence.  As  deer  ss 
this  point  may  be,  it  has  sufficiently  appeared  by  the 
(acta  deduced  shove,  that  amid  the  irregulsrities  rf 
war,  the  rules  of  equity  in  this  respect  were  not  al- 
ways enough  legsrded ;  and  that  many  GoTernments, 
in  time  of  .wsr,  have  often  most  licentiously  disturbed, 
end  sometimes  prohibited  totally,  the  commerce  of 
neutral  nations  with  their  enemies." — Ditemirte  on 
the  conduct  of  Grtat  Britain. 

Here  is  no  mention  of  accustomed  trade.  En- 
emy's property  and  contraband  goods  alone  are 
mentiooea  as  forbidden  to  be  carried  by  the 
neutral.  If  a  man  bad  written  a  treatise  in 
defence  of  American  commerce  he  could  not 
have  been  more  explicit;  he  could  not  now  have 
taken  a  different  ground.  We  claim  (be  right  of 
carrying  our  own  property — tbe  products  of  our 
own  industry  and  enterprise— to  tbe  porta  of 
France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  in  our  own  ships, 
and  of  importing  goods  from  the  belligerent  Pow- 
ers into  our  own  country.  This  is  bII  for  which 
we  contend.  We  send  motiey  to  Ibe  East  Indiea 
and  provisions  to  the  West  Indies,  and  we  re- 
ceive in  return  their  coffee  and  sugar,  which 
yields  us  a  profit,  end  of  which  we  obtain  greater 
quantities  tbao  are  required  for  our  own  con- 
sumption. What  then?  Are  the  United  States 
bound  (o  keep  on  hand  the  whole  surplus?  If 
so,  we  must  abandon  tbe  trade  altogether,  for  tbe 
accumulation  would  destroy  it.  No.  These  gooda 
once  landed  become  part  of  the  slock  of  the  na- 
tion, and  she  acquires  the  same  riKb(  (□  export 
(bem  to  foreign  countries,  that  she  has  to  export 
her  native  productions.  She  has  tbe  same  right 
to  send  them  to  Hamburg,  to  Holland,  to  France, 
and  to  Spain.  When  this  is  done  another  profit 
is  obtained  by  our  merchaota,  who  import  from 
Spain,  France,  andHolIaDd,certainarticlea  which, 
on  their  arrival  in  the  United  Stales,  are  found  to 
be  beyond  our  wants,  or  better  suited  to  other 
markets^  and  are  again  exported.  Are  we  to  be 
deprivea  of  this  right  loo  1 

Here  I  might  incidentally  notice  the  impresa- 
.  enl  of  our  seamen,  but  as  (his  subject  bas  been 
dilated  upon  very  fully,  I  shall  make  but  a  sin- 
ark.    Although  we  have  given  up  (he 


i  that  the  i 


t  property  t_  .  ,  .  , 

rill  contend  that  this  reliaquishmeni  baa 
gone  so  far  as  to  admit  ihe  cruisers  of  a  nation  at 
war  to  take  from  our  ships  the  goods,  much  lata 
the  persons  of  friends.  And  in  a  case  where  we 
"    '     British  officer  uniting  io  himself  the  cbar- 

of  party,  accuser,  ana  judge,  I  do  think  tbe 

national  feelings  ought  to  be  called  forth.  Having 
(bus,  as  I  think,  succinctly  stated  the  right  to 
carry  our  own  property  io  our  owo  ships,  T  hope 
I  shall  be  indulged  io  making  a  few  remarks  on 
the  advantage  to  Ibe  nation  of  that  species  of 
trade  most  affected  by  tbe  principle  assumed  by 
the  British  Government. 

istinction  has  been  attempted  to  be  drawn 

between  the  agricultural  and  commercial  inter- 
ettiof  (he  cammuni(y.  But  it  has  been  conc^ 
ded,that  if  by  this  trade  the  national  wealth  baa 
been  increased,  it  is  as  much  entitled  to  piotec- 
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Hod  as  the  profit  wbicb  ipringi  ftom  theproduc- 
tioDs  of  the  "oil.  If  il  were  possible  to  eoDfine 
our  commerce  !□  ibe  eiportatioD  of  the  surpIa»of 
om  agricultural  producis,  and  to  the  inlroductioa 
of  those  foreign  iiTiicleiorwhich  weare  in  Taut, 
there  is  no  maQ  bat  would  asree  that  il  would  be 
ftdvaniBgeaui  to  carrf  oa  this  trade  bjr  our  own 
merchaots,  aod  in  our  own  ship*,  a*  both  the 
freight  and  ibe  profit  would  be  saved  to  the  na- 
tional slock.  For  instance,  coltoo,  on  which  the 
arerage  pruGt  may  be  stated  on  every  pound  ex- 
ported at  Dot  less  thao  two  iDd  a  half  ceots,  aod 
the  freiehi  at  three  cents.  If,  therefore,  the  car- 
riage of  this  article  is  made  ia  our  own  ships,  we 
tare  on  every  pound  of  cotton  exported  five  aod 
■  half  cents,  wbicli,  if  Craosporied  by  foreign 
merchants  in  foreign  vessels,  would  go  into  the 
pockets  of  foreigners.  The  aame  thing  msy  be 
said  with  regard  to  (he  importation  of  foreign 
commodities  from  foreign  countries.  There  can, 
therefore,  be  no  difference  of  opinion  respecting 
the  Bdvanta^^e*  of  this,  which  may  be  called  the 
direct  carrying  trade. 
IVe  now  come  to  the  second  branch  of  the  car- 

aiog  trade,  which  has  becD  so  much  reprobated ; 
is  coDsisis  in  imporiiDg  foreign  products,  and 
le-exporting  tlie  surplus  of  those  products  be- 
yond onr  own  consumption.  Thismay  be  called 
the  circuitous  branch  of  it.  Independent  of  the 
proSt  of  this  trade  to  the  merehaai,  there  are 
other  advantages  arising  from  it  to  the  consumer. 
"VFhere  there  is  a  fair  compelitioo  in  the  market, 
an  importation  of  any  article  much  beyond  the 
'Wants  of  the  people,  aaiQrally  tends  to  reduce  the 
price,  even  although  it  should  be  intended  to  ex- 
port the  excess.  For  if  the  importer  can  get  a 
leasonable  profit,  he  will  prefer  selling  at  home  to 
encountering  the  perils  of  the  sea,  and  the  uncer- 
tainties of  a  foreign  market.  A  surplus  of  im- 
ported produeiioDs,  therefore,  is  a  circumstance 
which  naturally  brings  them  down  to  their  min- 
imum value.  This  is  the  first  advantage,  and  is 
sensibly  felt  by  the  planter.  The  second  arises 
from  the  peculiarity  of  our  own  situation.  Most 
of  the  manufactures  which  we  want  are  imported 
from  England ;  the  proceeds  of  our  exports  to 
other  countries  of  Europe  are  ordered  to  Great 
Britain,  and  there  constitute  a  fund  from  which 
the  importing  merchant  pays  debts  due  there. 
In  proportion  to  the  accumulation  of  thia  fund, 
the  price  of  exchange  fallf.  and  the  merchant  is 
enabled  to  import  more  with  the  same  capital ; 
the  quantity  imported  will  exceed  the  demand- 
here,  and  those  manufactures  will  again  be  kept 
at  their  minimum  value.  These  are  the  advan- 
tages to  the  consumer,  and  are  but  slightly  con- 
nected with  the  mercantile  profit  on  the  trade. 
Sut  there  is  an  advantage  independent  of  mere 

Ctofit,  which  I  have  hinted  at,  but  which  has  not 
een  noticed  in  this  debate — 1  mean  the  fieight. 
Prom  a  statement  on  your  table  il  appears,  that 
in  the  foreign  trade.  Fix  hundred  and  seventy 
thousand  tons  of  American  shipping  are  annually 
employed.  The  price  of  freight  in  time  of  peace 
from  Qreat  Britain  to  America  might  be  estima- 
ted at  £2  sterling  per  too.    Taking  this  aa  an 


averaze  rate,  if  we  reckon  il  at  as  mncli  oat,  «b1 
ealcukle  upon  two  voyages  a  year,  thia  would  be 
£6  sterling  per  ton ;  but  aupposing  only  hM  the 
■hipping  to  be  employed,  «nd  reekaaima  at  this 
old  peace  average,  the  amotmi  of  freint  would 
be  upwards  of  eleven  millions  of  daQan',  *e»- 
men's  wage*  may  perhapa  be  not  iaaceuntdy  e^ 
timated  at  about  three  million*  of  dollar*,  de- 
ducting which,  it  will  be  found  oa  this  modeiUe 
calculation  that  there  is  an  annual  benefit  4nwa 
from  this  freigbi-trade  of  eight  milUoiuof  del- 
lars.  I  ask,  then,  if  tfam  tt«M  i*  koi  worth  (mr- 
teeting  ?  I  night  farther  show  the  adTftBiage  of 
this  trade  to  the  agricnltar«l  iatenat,  by  slati^ 
that  the  iaereaie  of  capital  from  the  profiu  of  u 
enablea  the  merchant  to  give  a  higher  price  tot 
the  produciion*  of  the  ptaoter  uid  Mmer. 

The  next  qoestioii  is.  whether  the  eomae  eot- 
templated  by  the  reiolntion  will  be  kdeqsate  lo 
procure  a  tedress  of  the  injoriea  of  which  w« 
complain.  In  every  dtsentsioD  of  thia  kind  the 
first  coosideratioB  b  whether  the  mesaare  which 
we  are  about  to  adopt  will  ha  themoMdistr«aic 
to  ourselves  or  to  enradTersar7,*nd  the  eeeoiM, 
whether  it  will  be  aneh  as  to  indoce  the  Powec 
injuring  ni  to  desist  from  her  aggrfwirns  1  gare 
my  reasoas  on  a  former  oecasioB  for  hclieving 
that  a  total  prohitHtion  of  Britiah  good*  will  not 
answer  onr  pnrpoaa;  Ibeliev^  huwetcj,  Iheatc*- 
now  proposed  will.    By  the  tepon  of  the 

■■   ■     " '-    -gar*  that  in  the 

_  Oicat  BriuiB 

there  is  a  balance  itther  fiTor  ot  iwdramiUioBS 
of  dollara  per  aonmn.  Theie  an  aonw  coaud- 
erations  wbich  indnee  me  U    '"  '    '  ' 


All  goods  payiDg  ad 

imported  from  the  Bast  ladiea  are  caitmaied  «i 


the  custom-house  by  adding  twenty  ■ 
their  original  cost,  r'*'-—  ' " 


from  Bo- 


twenty  per  o 
impoTM  froi 

tope  b^  adding  10  per  cenL  on  the  invoiee  , 
deducting  this  advattcefrom  the  aaMinnt  of  goods 
paying  dnties  ad  valorem,  imported  from  British 
dominions,  and  the  aum  will  he  diminished  two 
or  three  millions.  The  triK  balance  of  trade 
earried  on  in  oar  oWn  ^^  ii  beat  showa  by  the 
dtfierence  between  the  amooat  of  good*  imported 
at  the  cost  at  the  plaee*  from  which  they  are 
broDgtit,  and  the  BmoQot  of  products  exported  at 
the  places  to  which  they  are  earned;  and  the 
freight  always  constituting  t  part  i>(  the  price,  a 
trade  mav  be  advaniageoasto  a  nation  mereVy  by 
saving  tne  carriage.  Bnt  the  profit  ought  at 
least  to  be  taken  into  view.  I  may  be  iDcorrect, 
bnt  I  believe  not  much,  in  supposing  the  profit  on 
cotton  exported  to  Great  Britain  to  be  two  cents 
a  pound,  it  would  amount,  upon  an  average  of 
three  years,  to  half  a.  million  of  dollara  per  an- 
num. This  ought  also  lo  be  deducted  from  the 
balance  as  reported  by  the  Secretary.  In  this 
way  the  relative  difference  between  the  amooot 
of  exports  and  imports  to  and  from  the  British 
dominions  is  materially  diminiahed;  and  after 
this  calcolation  I  believe  it  will  be  foand  that  this 
difference  does  not  exceed  ten  roiUioaa  of  doUarsu 
This  exeea*  of  importi  over  exports  muat  bcmade 
up  from  our  trade  to  other  comitrieo— ^rom  o» 
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intde  to  HollSDd,  Prance,  Spain,  and  n  ob.  Nor 
is  ibia  aource  inadequate.  Takiag  oiilr  two  arti- 
cles of  out  export  to  thote-eouDiriea — I  mean  col- 
ton  and  coffee — of  ibe  first  of  which  France 
lakes  about  OQC'fourth  of  all  which  we  ship,  and 
making  the  same  deductions  which  I  have  before 
itBiedNMi  goods  imported  and  paying  dutiei  ad 
Talorem,  and  without  calculating  the  profit  on 
other  aiticlei,  I  think  I  may  be  warnnted  in 
atatiag  the  whole  amount  of  oar  exports  to  all 
part*  of  the  world,  etlioMted  upon  the  Ssereta- 
ry'a  report,  for  ibtee  pears,  at  en  arerage  of  aev- 
entjr-two  million*  of  dollars  per  annum,  and  our 
imporiaat  ferentr  miltiooa,  leaving  a  IwUnce  to 
the  United  States  of  about  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars. This  sum  added  to  what  1  have  said  arises 
irum  our  freight,  namely,  eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars, produces  a  clear  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars as  the  aimual  average  profit  to  the  nation  on 
our  trade  with  the  whole  world.  This  is  the  fruit 
of  thirteen  years  neutmlity,  and  it  is  this  sum 
which,  accumulating  in  the  hands  of  our  mer- 
chaota,  baa  formed  the  capital  which  eaahlcs 
them  to  .carry  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and 
effeciaally  contradicts  the  charge  of  covering 


dollars  in  her  faror,  every  atep  which  we  may 
take  tendiDE  to  reduce  this  balance,  will  so  far 
D  Tier  injury.    This  may  be  done  by 


adopt 


tion  before  ni.  In  doing  this,  it  behooves 
single  oot  such  articles  as  we  can  do  without,  or 
which  we  can  procure  from  other  cooutries. 
This  Will  affect  Oreat  Britain  without  materially 
injuring  ourselves.  Tbe  prohibition  in  the  reso- 
lution IS  confined  to  articles  which  may  be  got 
from  the  continent  of  Europe,  or  manufactured 
*t  home.  In  this  way  we  may  dimioish  the  bal- 
ftnce  against  us  in  our  British  trade,  and  if  we 
eonid  so  far  reduce  it,  it  would  he  an  aanual  loss 
to  that  nation  of  tea  millions  of  dollars,  while  it 
would  injure  Us  but  little.  It  will,  therefore,  be 
ber  interest  to  prevent  the  efl^ct&  of  ibis  measure 
ky  desisting  from  her  aggressions,  and  by  adopt- 
ing a  system  founded  in  justice  and  mutual  ad- 
TBotage  to  the  Deuttal  and  to  the  belligerent. 

But  while  1  am  in  favor  of  this  resolution,  I 
wish  it  bad  been  accompanied  by  some  measures 
connected  with  a  permanent  system  of  naviga- 
tion laws,  such  as  I  had  tbe  honor  of  introducing. 
It  is  said,  however,  that  your  navintioa  is  so  far 

Erolecleu  that  foreiga  shipping  is  almost  banished 
■om  your  ports..  This  is  true;  but  ibis  effect 
does  not  flow  from  our  commeteial  regulations. 
It  arises  from  the  circumstances  of  tbe  times — 
from  tbe  war  between  the  great  maritime  nations 
of  Europe.  Their  shipa  must  be  armed ;  they 
must  have  more  men;  provisions  with  them  are 
dearer  than  with  us;  they  cannotsail  as  cheap  as 
we  can,  and  to  this  inability  must  be  added  tbe 
difference  in  the  rate  of  insurance.  These  are 
the  causes  of  the  decrease  of  foreign  tonnage  in 
our  trade.  Another  consideration  shows  that  thia 
tfCeci  does  not  proceed  from  our  conuneniial  iw- 


ulations.  Great  Britain  lays  bibber  discrimioa- 
ling  duties  on  goods  im^ried  into  the  United 
Kingdom,  in  Ametioan  ships,  than  tbe  difference 
paid  in  duties  Mt  goods  brought  to  ihe  United 
States  in  foreign  and  American  vessels.  On  some 
articles  it  amounts  to  one-third  of  the  duty  ;  add 
to  this  that  our  vessels  are  charged  pon  duiie*, 
light- money, and  other  duties  mucD  beyond  those 
which  are  paid  by  her  ships  in  oar  porta.  Coroi- 
bining  all  tneae  ciroumstances  together,  it  wilt  be 
found  (hat  American  veasela,  in  the  trade  carried 
on  to  Oreat  Britain,  sail  under  great  disadvaun- 
gea  from  commeroial  arrangements,  and  are  ex- 
posed to  greater  burdens  in  her  ports  than  British 
vessels  are  in  ours.  Tbe  same  observations  ap- 
ply in  a  peat  degree  to  our  intercourse  with  the 
other  befligereni  Powers.  Besides,  we  are  pro- 
hibited from  trading  to  the  British  colonies  in  our 
own  ships.  We  are  not  permitted  to  go  there 
unless  by  procUimations  of  their  Governora,  dic- 
tated sometimes  by  necesaily,  Uid  oftea  by  oa- 
price.  By  the  Eogliab  mvigatioa  act  we  oBttndt 
carry  aoyChing  but  articles  of  the  growth  or  pr(»- 
duetof  our  own  country,  while  we  permit  everr- 
thing  to  be  brooeht  fVom  Great  Britain.  I  sboald 
suppose  it  would  be  ri^bl  to  meet  her  regulationa 
by  adopting  reciprocal  ones,  and  to  prohibit  an^ 
articles  being  te'ought  by  her  vessels  into  the 
United  States,  *|iich  are  not  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  mannfhcture  of  the  British  dominiotlB. 
I  hope  a  provision  of  Ibis  nature  will  at  some 
future  day  make  a  part  of  our  permanent  navi- 
gation system,  t  have  declared  myself  in  favor 
of  the  resolution  on  your  table;  yet,  however  \m- 
consiateot  it  may  appear  to  some  gentlemen,  1 
must  be  indulged  in  exprcssins  a  hope  that  the 
final  question  will  be  delayed  for  a  few  days,  h 
baa  been  already  said  that  a  great  length  of  liiat 
(nearly  four  months)  has  elapsed  since  we  bava 
heard  from  oor  Minister  at  the  Coori  of  GreM 
Britain,  and  from  the  importance  of  the  events 
which  are  passing  on  ibegreattlwalreof  Eorope, 
it  is  pFofaahle  they  will  have  no  ineooaideraUB 
efieet  on  her  measures  towards  us.  Our  Minister 
is  now  engased  in  a  negoriation,  the  result  of 
which  I  ahoufd  wish  to  know  before  we  act  on 
this  tesdlntion.  1  therefore  hope,  that  after  we 
have  made  a  little  further  progress  in  this  diacus- 
sioQ,  the  Commitiee  will  rise,  and  take  some  fu- 
ture time  to  deliberate  on  the  subject. 
Mr.  Efpes  hoped  tbe  Committee  would  not 
""       ibject  had  been  long  before  tbe  Com* 


ee,  and  ibey  were  perfectly  ripe  for  a 
;  the  subject  picsaed  for  B  dec     " 


lecisioD,  After  a 
'Moluiioo.  a  bill  must  be  brought  i», 
on  every  item  of  which  a  discasaion  may  take 
^aee,  and  (hen  it  will  still  remain  to  be  diaQuued 
in  the  other  branch.  As  to  any  chanse  of  affliiia 
in  Europe,  they  ought  to  have  no  inmienee  upoit 
OUT  affatra  in  this  decision.  I  wish  that  Great 
Britain  knew  at  this  moment  the  step  which  the 
nation  is  about  to  lake,  that  she  might  learn  that 
when  our  rights  are  invaded,  we  will  not  hesitate 
to  take  measures  for  obtaining  redreas. 

Mr.  Smiiia  likewise  oiqMMed  the  motion.    He 
a^ed  whether  it  became  them  to  wait  for  a  staM 


vote  on  the 
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of  afikiri  more  fkrorable  to  Britain  tbao  thi  prM- 
CDt,  and  whether  the  United  State*  irould  iben 
be  enabled  to  meet  her  on  better  grouod.  Bup- 
posiDg  eren  there  w*s  a  probtbiliijr  of  a  favora- 
file  treaijr  being  formed,  it  ought  to  have  do  in- 
flacDce  on  their  deciaion,  for  it  was  koomi  that 
Bi  Boon  a»  •  treaty  wit  ratified,  it  became  the 
law  of  the  land,  and  repealed  all  iaterfering  lawa. 
One  thing,  howeTct,  waa  important,  that  even 
iQppoiiog  B  trefttjr  to  be  formed,  Great  Britain 
ahould  tee  we  were  determined  not  to  be  tram- 
pled on,  bnt  to  reaiit  her  aggreasioQB. 

The  moiioa  for  the  Committee  to  ri*e  haTiog 
been  rejeeiei),  the  question  was  lahen  on  the  res' 
olution  originallr  proposed  by  Mr.  Nicholson 
when  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  con- 
cnrred  in  it«  adoption— yeas  87,  nayi  35,  as  fol 

TiAs — E*kn  Alsnnder,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  bssc 
Andeison,  David  Bsid,  JoMph  Barkiir,  Buiwoll  Bu- 
■ett,  Qcorfe  M.  Bedingsr,  Bamabu  Bidwell,  William 
BI*(U8dg«,  John  Btske.jr.,  ThoniH  Blonnt,  IMmtI 
Btoitd,  John  Sojle,  WilUsm  Botler,  Georga  W. 
Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Jcdm  Claiborne,  Chrislo- 
phsr  Claifc,  Jonph  Cls;,  Matthen  Clay,  Gvorge  Clin- 
lon,  ir.,  Fredarick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crownin^isld,  Ridi- 
aid  CutlJ^  Eua  Darby,  William  Dickaon,  Petsi  Eariy, 
James  Elliot,  Ebenner  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  Jamea  Fi^  John  Fowler,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Edwin  Qray,  Andrew  Ore^,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  81ls«  Ualsej,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helma, 
DaTid  Hoim«,  John  G.  Jockaon,  Tbomaa  Kenan,  Ne- 
bemiah  Knight,  Michael  Leib,  Matthew  I^on,  Duaean 
McFarland,  Patrick  Maunder,  Robert  Marion,  Joaiah 
Masters,  Nicfaaiss  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gordon  8.  Mumford, 
Thomas  Nswton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Gideon 
Olin,  John  Pngb,  lltMnsa  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of 


Martin  G.  Schunensn,  James  Bloan,  J<^  SmiUe, 
John  Smith,  Samael  Smith,  Bent?  Sonthaid,  Joseph 
Stanton,  Daiid  Thomaa,  Uri  Traej,  Jowph  B.  Vai- 
aom,  Matthew  Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  White- 


Broom,     John  Campbell,  Levi    Cain,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, Leonard  Cotinglon,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John 


ings,  DsTid  Hough,  James  Kelly,  Joseph  Lewis,  ji  , 
Jona^ian  O.Moaely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelaon, 
Timotby  Pitkin,  jr^  Joaiab  Qainey,  Tljomaa  Sandfbrd, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stan- 
fixd,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Taltmadge,  Sannel  Tennej,  Philip 
B.  Thompson,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  and  Pelag  Wads- 
wotth. 

Mr.  Bablt  moved  that  the  resolution  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Way*  and  Means  to  bring  in 
«  bill. 

Hrsara.  Alston,  Smilib,  Lsta,  and  SonTBaBn, 
opposed  this  reference,  and  advocated  a  reference 
to  a  select  committee. 

The  motion  of  reference  to  the  Commiilee  of 
Ways  and  Means  waa  disagreed  to  witiiODt  a  di- 


vision ;  when  the  refereDca  to  a  select  committee 
of  five  members,  composed  ofMenrs.  HnwroaD, 
BiDWBLL.  Shilis,  Rppsb,  and  Ai^btom,  obtained. 

Mr.  Earlt  laid  a  resolution  on  the  table, 
declaring  it  expedient,  in  the  opinioD  of  the  House, 
to  adjourn  on  the  first  Monday  in  April. 

Mr.  Qbboo  observed  that  a*  it  appemred  to  be 
the  sense  of'  the  Houm,  not  to  go  further  this  se»- 
sion  than  (o  carry  into  efiect  the  tesolntioa  josl 
agreed  to,  and  as  it  was  the  wish  of  some  gentle- 
men to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
from  the  resolation  which  he  had  had  the  honor 


Mr.  Sloak  having  acquiesced  in  the  s«me 
course  with  regard  to  bis  resolution,  the  Commit- 
tee were  discharged,  without  s  division,  ffom  the 
further  consideratiim  of  both  those  propneitioD*. 

These  resolutions  having  been,  by  this  votcL 
again  brought  before  the  Honse,  Mr.  Bablt  moved 
to  postpone  ihein  ind^nitety.  but  withdrew  bit 
motion,  on  Mr.  QaEoa  and  Mr.  Sloav  sgreeing 
to  withdraw  their  respective  resolutions. 

TuESOAT,  March  18. 

Mr.  Jackbon,  from  the  committee  appointed,  oa 
the  tweniy-ihird  of  December  last,  mi  a  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  irao*- 
miltinga  report  from  the  Governor  and  Presiding 
Judge  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  relative  to 
the  state  of  that  Territory,  made  a  report  thereou ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  same  committer  present- 
ed a  bill  to  provide  for  theadjasiment  oftiilcsof 
land  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  oibar 
purposes;  which  waa  read  twice  and  committed 
'    a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  ioform^  the 
Mouse  that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  conference 
desired  by  this  House  onihe  subject-matter  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  ^nate  to  the  biU, 
entitled  ''An  act  for  the  reJief  of  Peter  Landais," 
and  disagreed  to  by  this  Hoose;  and  have  ap- 
pointed managers  at  the  said  coaTereoce  on  theu 


part. 

POTOMAC  BKIDQE. 

The  Rouse  pmceeded  to  consider  lite  ame&d- 
lenls  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  on  the  fourth  instant,  to  the  bill  authori- 
zing Ibe  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  river  Poto- 
mac, in  the  District  of  Columbia:  WhereupoD, 
the  amendments  to  the  first,  third,  fourth,  fihh, 
seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  anS  tenth  sections  of  the 
said  bill  being  again  read,  were,  upon  the  ques- 
tion severally  put  theteopoo,  agreed   to  by  the 
House. 
The  amendment  to  the  last  proviso  in  the  elev- 
itb  section  of  the  said  bill  being  noder  consider- 
ation, the  said  proviso  was  read,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

And  provided  Jarthtr,   That,  if  the    net   asaad 
reienne  arising  from  the  said  tolls  ahall,  at  ajiy  tine, 

exceed  the  average  rate  of per  centum  perannwn 

npon  Hm  capital  stock  aetntUj  mUMcribed  lor,  Kftet  de- 
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ducting  tht  annnal  eipeDw  oTkee^og  and 
tag  the  Mid  bridg«,  proparl;  repaired,  and  famiihed 
with  bII  neconry  sttendance  and  imfJeinciita,  of  com- 
penuting  the  officen,  ifenli,  and  TCrranta,  of  the  aaid 
companj,  and  other  incidental  aDiiDal  eipenaes  in  cai- 
rying  on  the  bnaineH  of  the  utd  company ;  then,  and 
in  that  caae,  (he  rates  of  toll  may  be  tbereailer  altered 
and  regulated  m  Congren  may  judg«  proper ;  and  the 
Preiident  and  Director*  of  aid  company  (hall  lay  before 
Congicsa  the  annnal  account!  of  their  receipt!  and  ei- 
penditnrea,  aa  alaoofthe  cajntal  employed  in  the  areo- 
tion  of  the  nid  bridge  :" 

The  i^ueaiion  being  taken  that  the  Hoose  do 
agree  wiili  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in 
their  ameadmeDl  to  fill  up  (he  bbok  in  the  Hid 

Cfiao,  for  the  rale  per  centum  therein  to  be  al- 
■ed,  with  the  words  "twenty-four;"  it  passed 
in  the  negative — yeas  49,  nays  53,  as  foUowa: 

Ysxi — George  M.  Bedinger,  Silaa  Betton,  James  M. 
Broom,  William  Butler,  Martin  Chittenden,  Chrialo- 
i^er  Clark,  Joaeph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  Bliaa  Earle, 
Caleb  Ellis,  EbeneuT  Elmer,  Jame*  M.  Garaett,  Pe- 
terson Goodwyn,  Silaa  Ualwy,  8etb  Haatinga,  Daiid 
Holmea,  David  Hough,  Jamec  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan, 
Joaeph  Lewis,  jnn.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Thomaa  Moore, 
Jonathan  O.  Moaely,  Joseph  U.  Nicholaon,  Joaiah 
Qnincy,  John  Rea  of  Pennaylrania,  Jacob  Richaida, 
John  Runell,  Peter  SaiUj,  Thomaa  Sammons,  Martin 
G.  Schuneman,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Thomaa  Add- 
ing. Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Philip  R.  Thompson  Thomas  W.  Thompron, 
Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlmdt,  Killiaa 
K.  Van  itsHBelaer,  Peleg  Wadaworth,  John  Whitehill, 
Eliphalet  Wickea,  David  R.  WilHama,  Alexander  Wil- 
Bon,  Richard  Winn,and  Joseph  Winston. 

Niia — Evan  Alexander,  WiUia  AlaUin,  junior,  Da> 
Tid  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Bamabaa  Bidwell,  John 
Blake,  Jan.,  Thomaa  Blonnt,  Robart  Brown,  George 
W.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Fred- 
erick Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowninshield, 
EtamaelW.  Dana,  Em  Darby,  John  Davenport,  junior, 
William  Dickaon,  Peter  Early,  Jamea  BUiot,  William 
Ely,  William  Findley,  Janes  Fiak,  Chariei  Golda- 
borongh,  Edwin  Gray,  laaiah  L.  Green,  John  Hamil- 
ton, Michael  Leib,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Patrick  Ma- 
grader,  Josiah  Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  John  Mor- 
row, Garden  8.  Mumfiird,  Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  John  Pugh,  Thomaa  M.  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sandford, 
Ebeneier  Seavcr,  Jamea  Sloan,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Henij  Southard,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  Samuel 


A  motion  was  then  tnade,  and  the  qnestion  be- 
inp;  pat,  to  fill  op  the  blank  in  the  said  prof  iio 
with  the  word  "  twenty,"  it  waa  resolved  in  the 
afGrmatiTe. 

The  other  amendmeiita  la  ibe  Mtid  elemiili 
section  being  underconsideralioo,  were,  upon  the 
quesiioo  seTerally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  be- 
bg  put,  further  to  amend  the  xaid  bill,  bv  adding, 
at  the  end  (hereof,  a  new  itection,  in  tne  word* 
followittq;,  to  wit : 

" AndbeiifiirtluT  ataeUd,  That, in  eaae lud  bridge 
dunld,  at  any  time  hereafter,  be  deatioyed,  and  the 


corporate  property  of  the  said  company  ahonld  thsrebj 
proTe  inaiifficient  to  pay  the  debts  owing  by  aaid  com- 
pany, each  creditor  of  said  company,  after  hating  ob- 
tained judgment  against  aaid  company  for  the  debt  ow- 
ing to  him,  may  levy  his  execution  on  the  penons  or 
privatapropertyof  the  individuals  compoungiaid  cDm> 

Enj  at  the  time  of  the  deatniction  of  said  bridge,  and 
TO  wtis&ctton  from  each  of  said  iDdividoala  for  a  sum 
that  ahall  have  the  same  proportion  to  the  amount  of 
aaid  judgment  aa  (he  share,  or  number  of  shares,  in  the 
aaid  bridge,  owned  by  the  individnal  upon  whom  the 
eieeti^ioa  be  levied,  bears  to  the  whole  number  of  ac- 
tive aharea  in  the  same :" 

It  passed  ia  the  negative — yeas  44,  naya  65,  as 
follows: 


Peter  Eariy,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Findley, 
John  FowlMT,  Cbarlea  Goldeborougb,  Iiaiah  L.  Green, 
David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  Michael  Leib,  Duncan 
MacFarland,  Patrick  Magruder,  Joaiah  Masters,  Jere- 
miah Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sandlbrd, 
Jamea  Sloan,  John  C.  Smitb,  Samuel  Smith,  Joseph 
Stanton,  Samuel  Tennev,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Jo- 
seph B.  VaitiBm,  Peleg  Wadswoith,  Matthew  Walton, 
John  WhitehiU,  Robert  Whitehill,  David.R.  Williams, 
and  Marmaduke  Williams. 

Naib — Evan  Alexander,  Jose]^  Barker,  Burwell 
Basaett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  William 
Blackledge,  Jamea  M.  Broom,  William  Bntler,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  JoMph 
Clay,  Matdiew  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jun.,  Fredertck 
Conrad  Richard  Cntts,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William 
Dickson,  Elias  Baile,  Ebeneier  Elmer,  William  Ely, 
JcJin  W.  Eppea,  Jamea  Fisk,  James  M.  Garnett,  Peter- 
son Goodwyn,  Andrew  Gregg,  Silas  Batsey,  Seth  Hast- 
ings, William  Reims,  John  G-  Jackson,  Walter  Jones, 
James  Kelly,  Thomaa  Kenan*  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moadey,  tiurdon  S.  Mum- 
ford,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  John 
Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Ran 
of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Rosaell,  Peter 
Bailly,  Martin  G.  Bchaneman,  Thomas  Spalding,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  William  Stedman.  Lewis  B.  Sturgaa, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Ph>^  R. 
Tbompwm,  Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cortiandt,  Sjllian 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Eliphalet  Wickea,  Nathan  Wil- 
liams. Alexander  Wtlaon,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph 
Winston. 

The  House  proceeded  further  to  amend  the  aaid 
bill:  when, an  adjonrnment  being  called  for,  tlie 
House  adjourned. 

WsniiEaDJkT,  March  19. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  eoDOty 
of  Prince  William,  in  the  SWte  of  Virginia,  waa 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  eipretilTe  of 
(heir  wisbea,  and  praying  that  the  bill  Buihoriziog 
ihe  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  river  Potomac, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  majr  be  pasted  intoft 
law. 

Ordertd,  That  the  aaid  petition  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

Hr.  Stakton,  one  of  the  memboi  ftom  A§ 
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Bute  of  Rhode  lalaod,  preaeated  to  the  House 
eeveral  resolutiaiiA  of  the  General  Anembl^  of 
the  MiU  Suie,  diuLgreeing  lo  certaio  Tcsolutioiu 
of  the  LegisUmres  of  the  St*tei  of  Kentnckr  aod 
Penoa^Ivania,  propoiipg  ao  amendmenl  to  the 
Cooititatioa  of  the  United  States,  to  as  to  coDfioe 
Iha  judieiarjr  power  of  the  couits  oi  the  Uoited 
States  to  cerLaiD  case*  in  the  iaid  Tesototioa  spe- 
eiSed ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Obboo;  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Laode,  to  whom  was  referred,  oo  the  fonrA  ulti- 
mo, the  memorial  of  the  regents  of  the  Uairer- 
sity  of  Orleans,  made  a  report  thereon;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  Saturday  next. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Setolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
leferred  so  much  of  ifae  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates  "as  relates  to  the  orgaoiza- 
lioD  and  classification  of  the  militia,  and  to  the 
augmeaiation  of  our  land  forces,  be  diiected  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  a  declara- 
tory act  relaiins  to  the  exemption  of  nuriners  ac- 
tually employed  in  the  sea  service  of  any  citizen 
or  merchant  within  the  Uoiied  Stales  from  mili- 
tia duir ;  and  that  the  committee  have  leara  to 
report  Djr  bill,  or  otherwise. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  amhorisiog  the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the 
liver  Potomac,  in  the  District  of  Colnmbia. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
lead  (he  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  messagefrom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate,  having  been  informed  that  the 
honorable  J&ugb  J&cxeoN,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Sen- 
ators from  the  Slate  of  Oeorgia,  died  yesterday, 
hare  appointed  a  committee  to  take  order  for 
superin tending  his  funeraL 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  eonaider  the  said 
loesaage:   WbereojMni 

Beeolvtd,  wuuamouily,  That  this  Houae  will 
•tlTDd  the  faneral  of  Jakss  Jacuon,  Eaq.,  I  ' 
Kmember  of  iha  Senate  of  the  United  Bute*. 

Ruined,  vnammmutjij  That  the  members  _ 
this  House  do  wear  moonung  on  the  left  arm  for 
the  space  of  one  month,  in  testimony  of  their  re- 

rt  for  the  memory  of  that  distioguisbed  R«r- 
ioaary  patriot. 

CANAL  AT  THE  RAPIDS  OF  THE  OHIO. 

If  I.  BoTLB,  from  the  committee  appointed,  on 
the  tenth  ultimo,  oo  the  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  Sute  of  Kentucky,  made  a  report 
thereon;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  te  whom  was  commit- 
ted, MX  the  fifth  instant,  the  report  of  a  select 
committee  on  the  petition  of  the  President  and 
Directors  of  (he  Chesapeake  sad  Delaware  Canal 
Company.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

That,  of  the  prseticabiltty  of  openinf  the  popoaed 
cass],  and  of  tta  prefateace  to  ana  contemplalad  on 
As  oppositsddeoftheriTei,  as  well  on  accoant  of  the 
■Mater  facility  of  its  aecaniplishment,  u  of  the  snpe- 
lior  ■dTsntagea  that  would  raanlt  to  the  nsTigstton  of 
tt*  nisri  whan  aoeompliahed,  nsji  in  the  opinion  of 


e  DOBumltee,  be  correotlj  estimated  by  refaienee  V)  a 


ulilitj  of  the  piopoaed  canal  no  one  can  dooM 
nho  reSBCts  for  ■  moment  upon  the  lavt  oxtcnt  of  fer- 
tile countiy  vfhich  ii  watered  bj  the  Obu*  and  iu  d^ 
itaiT  streams,  and  upon  llie  mcalculable  amoont  of 
iroduce  which  must,  of  coniae,  neceaearily  find  its  n; 
ji  msrkat  by  dsw^endm^  thai  liTor  and  encounteriif 
the  dangnr  and  difficolties  of  passing  its  ispids.  Bot, 
'  ' '  the  geneial  ad*snlsges  obldi  would  renti . 
completion  of  the  proposed  canal,  it  is,  in  Uw 
opinion  of  the  committee,  partkulartj  intrrrstinff  tn  tlw 
United  States,  insamnch  as  it  wotdd  grently  enbaxoe 
the  Tslne  of  lite  public  tsnd)  nortfawen  of  llu  OUe. 
There  csn  be  bnt  httle  doubt  that,  by  the  addttwnil  Tilve 
it  would  give  to  the  publie  lands,  the  UnUeJ  StaM 
wonld  be  more  dun  remuDersted  for  the  aid  wtudtdM 
Lepslature  of  KeDtocky  have  solicited. 

From  these  conaidaistions  the  comnittae  wosld  bm 


shares  to  the  aosoanl  eontamplalsd  bj  thn  law  < 
Lefislataie  of  Kentnal^  ineorpoTalint  the  Okio  Canal 
Conpsny,  if  they  beUevad  ine  elate  ot  the  hUis 
Bnances  was  snch  as  to  jnati^  it>  Boti  frnv  the  •P' 
plicaticns  already  made  far  aid  in  opening  canals  il  is 
piobable  that,  if  the  United  State*  enter  npon  sxpenies 
of  this  kind,  IboM  sKpensss  cannot  be  inooan^nUs  i 
and,  as  the  reTsnue  of  Che  United  States  is  absady 
pledfed,  alniMt  to  the  loll  amount,  for  puipoMs,  thou^ 
not  more  ueefnl,  yet  more  utgvnt,  tlw  oonunittee  are 
indnced  to  submit  the  IbUowing  tes^ulion : 

Saobad,  That  it  is  inespedient  to  giu^  at  ptesen^ 
the  aid  aaUdted  by  tbe  Legislatuie  of  KBKtaehy,  in 
opening  a  canal  to  avotd  the  rapida  of  the  (Nun. 


tonthn 
9«4ik,  at- 


TBUBBDAr,  Uarch  SO. 

A  Mesaaffe  was  reeeired  from  tbe.Praaideat  of 
the  United  States,  communicatinc.  information  ia 
rdatioQ  to  inuontiona  of  SpaaiM  tra^s  oa  tk« 
Sabine.  The  Message  was  rend,  and,  tof  ' 
with  the  doeiimenle  transmitted  thenwil 
dered  to  lie  3n  tbe  table. 

TheSpBAEBR  laid  bdbre  the  Hoosan latter aad 
report  from  ibe  Postmaster  Oeneni,  trmismktiog 
a  list  of  the  names  of  petaens  who  have  mads 
contracts  for  carrying  the  mail  of  the  United 
Slates,  since  tbe  last  dar  of  December,  one  thoo- 
saad  eight  hundred  and  four,  showing  (he  terms 
and  duration  of  each  contract,  respeetirely;  made 
in  pursuance  of  a  resoluiion  of  the  House  of  ihe 
thirteenth  instajiij  which  were  read,  and  oidend 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  C1.4BK,  from  the  committra  to  wham  was 
referred,  on  the  fifth  instant,  a  Letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  ihe  Navy,  communicating  the  natare 
and  extent  of  the  services  rendered  to  the  c^ptiTc 
crew  of  (he  late  frigate  Philadelphia,  by  his  Dan- 
ish Majeslv's  Consul  at  Tripoli,  made  a  report 
(hereon ;  which  was  read  and  considered  :  Where- 
upon, the  resolution  contained  in  the  said  repon, 
in  the  form  of  a  ioint  resolution  of  Ihe  two  House* 
being  twice  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

Retohtd,  by  ike  Senate  and  Hetiee  of  Aearesml*- 
Mw>  ofthe  IMUed  State*  of  Ajgerieain  CouMMOf- 
temHed,  That  Ibe  PrssideataC  tha  Unilad  iSataa  bs 
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reqonUd  to  ««u>  to  ba  toaim  known  to  NicbdM  C. 
Nhmb,  Biq.,  hii  Duiiil)  M^trtT**  Connil,  naidiiiK  at 
Tripoli,  the  high  aanw  eiit«itM(Mil  b;  Coagnm  of  hk 
dkiDtonated  Mid  bensvolent  atlonlitHU  niBDilwteil  to 
Ciplun  Bunbitdse,  hia  officen,  and  am,  daring  tike 
time  of  thaii  captiii^  to  Tripoli- 
Ordered,  Tbai  the  said  raolation  be  engrowed 
uid  read  the  third  time  to*moirow. 

FniDAT,  Htreh  21. 
Serermi  petitiooa  of  the  iahabitaDts  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  si«»d  bj  tuodry  of  the  said  ia- 
habilants,  ia  behalf  of  the  several  wards  of  the 
uid  city,  were  presenied  to  the  House  and  read, 
prayiu  that  permaDent  defence  for  the  city  aod 
port  of  New  York,  jaay  be  speedily  commeDced, 
on  a  scale  that  will  JMUre  proieetioD  agaiaiit  oa- 
tional  hMtiiit?,  or  predatory  iacurgiooi ;  and  that 
the  harbor  of  Sevr  York  may  be  made  the  station 
of  such  ships  of  war  as  are  not  otherwise  em- 
played.— Rd'ecr«d  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Home  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HuKFOBD,  from  the  committee  appoinud 
OD  the  serenteentli  iostaDl,  presented  a  bill  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  certain  goods^w^ret,  aod 
merohaudise;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  od 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Thouab,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  aod  Post  Roads,  presented  a  bill  further 
alter  and  eaiablish  ceriain  poet  roads;  which  wi__ 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Hottte  on  Monday  next. 

The  8i>BaKBB  laid  before  the  Uotue  a  leiier 
from  the  Poatmasler  Qeoeral,  showing  the  ob- 
stractiona  to  the  transmissicm  of  the  mail  from 
AtheoB,  in  the  State  of  Qeivgia,  to  New  Orleans ; 
and  ^ring  aa  estimate  of  the  probable  expense  of 
openiag  a  horse  road  between  the  same  poioi*, 
made  in  pnisnance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Hoiue, 
of  the  seTenXeeoch  instant;  which  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Commitlee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
whom  was  committed,  im  the  twentieth  ultimo, 
the  bill  iDakiDf  anvopriationa  for  the  support  of 
QoTeroment,fortbeyearone  thoDwand  ei  ' 
dred  and  ajs. 

Mr.  OBawMiiiaRiiLit,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Matrnfacturea,  presented  a  bill  for 
erecting  c«itain  light-hooaee  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  for  bnilding  a  beacon  or  pier  at 
Bridgeport,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut  i  which 
was  read  twiea  anil  eommiued  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Hooee  oa  Monday  next 

The  engrossed  rasolqiioQ,inthe  form  of  a  joint 
restdatioQ  of  the  two  Housee,  Bxpvssive  of  the 
seiue  of  Congreea  of  the  disinterested  and  benevo- 
lent attentions  of  his  Danish  Majesty's  Consul  at 
Tripoli,  to  Captain  Bainbridge,  his  officers,  aad 
crew,  during  ttieir  captivity  at  Tripolt,  was  read 
the  third  time. 

Retalvei,  wumimoutb/,  That  the  said  reeoln- 
lion  do  pan,  and  that  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do 
cany  the  same  to'  the  Senate,  and  desire  thit  eon- 
CDtrence. 

Mr.  Ei.ai.r  offered  the  following  rcaointioD : 


Bukt  of  the  Bmue. 


Reiehtd,  That  thastandiiiK  snd  aelect  ct 


be  directed  to  report  on  all  the  boaiiiesa  haretoline  re- 
ferred to  them,  and  now  depanding,  betbie  the  last 
Wedneaday  of  the  present  month. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  apposed  this  motion,  *nd  sugi 
gest«d  the  propriety  of  acitog  on  the  resolution 
relative  to  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Eablt  withdrew  his  motion,  and  said  that 
he  would  pursue  ibis  course. 

Mr.  B.  then  withdrew  the  resolution  offered  by 
him  a  few  days  since,  relative  to  ao  adjournment, 
and  subatituted  in  lien  thereof  a  resolution  direct- 
ing the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Bpc«kei' 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  adjourn  the 
two  Houses  on  the  first  Monday  of  April. 

Mr.  Smilib  moved  a  postponement  of  the.  con- 
sideration of  this  resolution  until  Monday  week, 
to  allow,  in  the  interim,  time  for  the  adoption  of 
the  national  business  before  the  House.- 

Mr.  Eablt  disclaimed  any  intention  to  deCeat 
the  measure  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania- 
After  8om«  farther  debate  the  motion  of  post- 
poaement  prevailed. 

RULES  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  wished  to  submit  a  motion 

to  amend  the  rules  of  the  House  and  he  would,  ia 

afew  words,  state  the  reason  which  influenced 

The  bill,  said  Mr.  T.,  for  a  jMrtial  uon-imporla- 
tion  of  the  products  and  manufactures  at  Great 
Britain,  is  now  before  ui,  and  we  shall  soon  be 
again  engaged  on  the  subject  of  our  difierences 
with  that  nation :  a  subject  which  has  been,  and 
probably  will  be  again,  embraced  as  a  theme  on 
which  much  of  the  precious  time  of  this  House 
has  been  »pent,  and  I  think  ita  dignity  prostrated  ; 
in  talkiog  about,  and  aDimadremng  un  all  the  lit- 
tle local  party  division^  which  have  been  artfully 
attempted  to  be  raised  in  diderenl  sections  of  this 
Union  by  designing  individuals  and  newspaper 
writers,  but  wbicb,  as  to  principle,  do  not  m  re- 
ality exist ;  inattempling,  by  low  cpitbcla  and  per- 
sonal allusions,  to  ciioiinate  [he  present  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate of  this  country,  who  not  only  posnesses  the 
entire  confidence,  and  is  the  pride  aud  boast  of  al- 
nimous  America,  but  has  been  eulogized' 
throughout  Burope,and  the  wiiole  civilized  world, 
for  the  salutary  measures  which  he  has  recom- 
mended and  adopted,  to  lessen  his  own  patronage, 
to  lighten  the  burdens  of  the  people,  to  preserve 
peace,  and  to  render  their  independence,  freedom, 
and  happineis,  permanent  and  secure,  aod  who^ 
political  life  will  be  transmitted  to  poaterity,  m  the 
fairest  pages  of  history,  as  a  model  of  public  virtue, 
and  true  patriotism :  la  canvassing  for  the  elec- 
tion of  another  President;  in  attempting  to  excite 
jealousies,  and  disturb  the  harmony  aod  uoanmily 
of  ibe  naituo,  at  ibis  monjentous  crisis — besidea 
the  low  personal  abuse,  which,  while  that  subject 
was  before  under  cunsideraiion,  has  been  levelled 
at  a  great  Dumber  of  the  most  respectable  membera 
of  tbis  House— ait  of  which,  I  deem  a  gross  vio- 
lation of  its  dignity,  and  the  honor  of  the  natii>% 
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and  whieb  I  wilt  wt  mr  face  agminit,  while  I 
bonored  with  a  srat  on  this  floor. 

Our  iule3,oaibisiubjee[,Breeilbermi*coDitrDed 
or  ihey  are  defective — 1  iball,  therefore,  propose 
ao  allenlioa. 

But  bf  this,  Mid  Mr.  T.,  I  wish  not  to  be  under- 
bIoikI,  anhavingany  refereace  to  the  low  tnTeeli*ei 
directed  at  m^selr,  the  other  day,  by  a  member, 
whom  I,  eierciiitig  a  CoDstitutiooal  right,  called 
to  order,  when,  in  my  opinion,  he  was  outragiog 
deceDcy  and  decoram — for  I  viewed  that  oaiy 
a  stroke  In  tbedeiperaleatruggleof  ooe,  who,fr( 
nt  and  cbagriii,wai  politically   -- 


Sled  by  bii  owa  haDdi,  and  jn*t  ezpirine.  1  feel 
ir  above  beiog  affected  bv  aoytbiog  of  thi>  kind, 
individually,  bat  Ifeel  for  thediffDJiy  of  this  Mouse 
and  for  the  reputation  of  the  American  Govern- 


ramt — and  in  order,  if  ponible,  to  prevent  this 
kind  of  transgression  in  lutute,  by  bringing  ques- 
tions of  Older  fairly  before  the  Chair  and  ibe 
House,  I  will  submit  the  following  resolution : 

Saohtd,  That  when  a  member  is  called  to  order  by 
another,  he  shall  immediately  lit  down,  and  the  niem< 
bn  catling  the  other  la  order  ihsll  then  Im  allowed  to 
state  the  points  which  he  objects  (o,  sslwing  out  of 
ardcr,sothsl  the  decision  of  the  Chair  snd  the  House 
may  be  taken  thereon. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 

Mr.  Clark  nid  :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to  lay  a 
rewlutioQ  on  the  table,  which  I  have  for  some  time 
past  kept  in  my  drawer.  I  will  do  ibis  with  a  rien 
of  affording  this  House  an  opportunity  of  exerci- 
sing  one  ofits  Constitution  at  powers.  I  considei 
the  House  of  Representatives  as  (he  immediate 
guardians  of  the  rights  of  those  whom  they  repre- 
sent. They  are  more  dispersed  throughout  the 
United  Stales  than  aoj^  other  class  of  public  men 
and  from  them  on  their  return  home  the  peopli 
may  rationally  expect  a  more  complete  inTorma 
tioB  of  whsi  is  passing  here  ihan  from  an^  other 
persons.  In  so  extensive  a  coonlry  there  is  a  bel- 
ter chance  of  their  aflairt  being  Icnown  through 
thisorgan  than  through  licentious  presses.  With 
rmrd  to  the  public  character,  who  is  the  object 
or  this  resolution,  I  have  long  nad  saspicions,  and 
I  have  since  found,  from  what  I  consider  good  au- 
thority, these  suspicions  confirmed.  1  hare  good 
reason  lo  believe  that  a  man  high  in  office,  no 
other  man  than  the  Postmaster  Oeneral  of  the 
Doited  States,  bas  beencombioiag  and  machina- 
ting against  the  represeotalives  of  the  people,  and 
that  he  has  used  bis  efforts  to  seduce  a  press  (Mr. 
Olihk  is  understood  to  have  alluded  to  ihe  Au- 
rora) to  aid  him  in  a  claim  depending  before  this 
House.  I  know  of  one  auihoricy  which  could  re- 
lieve this  Houfle  from  the  necessity  of  discbsTgiog 
what  may  be  considered  an  unpleasant  duty,  by 
getting  rid  of  what  may  be  called  a  public  nai- 
Mnce— I  mean  the  President  of  the  Untied  States. 
It  is  because  I  believe  that  great  and  good  man, 
whose  greatest  fault,  if  he  has  a  fauli,  consists  in 
his  goodness,  has  not  been  fully  informed  on  this 
•object,  that  this  course  it  rendered  necessuy.    I 


hive  such  confidence  in  the  Preaident.  that  1  be- 
lieve, if  he  bad  received  this  information,  he  would 
not  have  suffered  his  officer  to  remain  a  momeat 
in  place.  But  good,  just,  and  booest  himself,  he 
listens  to  earwigs  who  snrround  him,  who  extol 
this  officer,  and  whisper  sweet  thinKs  ia  his  favor. 
I  think  it  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  the  Qorernment  to 
take  ihis  step.    As  to  the  representative  part  of  it 

I  have  little  apprehension,  as  I  knoir  that  in  case 
oi^  misconduct  tne  electioa  screw,  that  admiiable 
feature  of  the  system,  will  applyanabaodant  reio- 
edy.  But  when  an  officer  m  tlie  Executive  De- 
partment is  found  to  be  n ndeserv in g  of  confidence 

II  is  right  that  the  people  should  know  ii ;  and, 
with  the  convictions  I  entertain,  I  should  not  do 
my  duty  if  I  did  not  make  ibis  motion,  before  ihe 
end  of  my  political  life,  which  may  in  ■  few  dap 
expire— Itbereforesubmitthe  follow  i  iig  mo)  Qiioo: 

Ranhed,  That  ■  committee  be  sppointed  to  iaqnirs 
into  the  eondnet  of  Oideon  Grsnger,  Poatmsala  Ges- 
erslof  the  United  Stales,  and  report  their  opintaairtie- 
ther  the  mid  Oideon  Gran^  hath  so  mOM  io  ^  n- 
pseity  of  PoMmsslcr  Oeneral,  as  to  requiie  Am  ialtt- 
posilion  of  the  Constitutionsl  power  of  this  Hooss. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  conaider  this  rt»- 
olation 

Mr.  Dam  suggested  the  expediency  of  letting 
it  lie  for  a  day,  as  an  important  principle  wa*  in- 
volved in  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Clabk  replied,  that  though  he  feJi  (he 
siroDgesi  disposition  to  be  obliging,  he  could  not 
agree  to  the  postpooement.  Tne  »esuan  was  pres- 
sing towards  a  close,  and  there  was  no  time  to  be 
lost  The  inquiry  ought  to  be  made,  that  the  of- 
ficer implicated  might,  if  innoeen^  be  acquitted; 
and  if  guilty,  be  dismissed  from  office. 

Mr.  Jackbok  hoped  the  resotutioD  wonM  nM 
be  permitted  to  tie  unacted  on.  It  b  certainly  « 
duty  due  by  gentlemen  on  thisfloor,as  well  to  their 
constituents,  as  to  the  gentleman  inculpated,  to 
call  for  an  investigation.  This  duly  my  eoUcague 
bas  now  undertaken,  and  I  rejoice  at  it;  for  when 
this  same  officer  was  accnsed  at  a  former  seation, 
and  asked  an  iiiquiry  into  his  conduct,  we  were 
lold  be  should  not  be  iadalged  in  that  high  honor. 
I  trust  hiscondnct  will  now  he  inquired  into ;  that 
if  guilty,  he  will  be  removed  from  office  or  ifia- 
noeent,  be  may  be  honorably  aoqniiied. 

Mr.  Ltoh  was  likewise  in  favor  of  an  immedi- 
ate agreement  to  the  resolutioo.and  remarked  th&t 
it  was  exactly  the  thing  soiieited  the  laat  aeaaimi 
by  the  Postmaster  GenernL 

Mr.  Shilib  said  it  was  proper  that  an  inqniry 
should  be  made  whenever  there  were  any  allega- 
tions of  criminality ;  without  such  aUegntioiis  ne 
was  not  ready  to  vote  for  this  inquiry — should  they 
be  made  he  should  be  ready  to  vote  for  iu 

Mr.  Clare  said  he  bad  stated,  what  he  thoaghl 
would  hare  been  distinctly  heard  throu^out  the 
House,  that  he  bad  been  well  informed,  and  which 
he  believed  could  be  established  by  onezcepiionabie 
lestioiooy,  that  the  Postmaster  General  had  con- 
spired against  the  repreaeniatives  of  (he  peo^hy 
aitempiing  to  aednee  a  press  in  fiiTor  of  n  daun  itt 
had  before  the  House. 

Ur.  Smiub  ohieTTcd  that  he  bad  mot  before 
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Potomac  Bridge, 


H.  or  R. 


beari]  ibis  allegation  stated  ;  haTing  heard  it, 
was  ready  to  vote  in  favor  of  tbe  inquiry. 

Mr.  Sloan  said  (he  resolutioa  ouglil  (o  quite  all 
descriptions  of  members  in  itsfaror — tbojie  friendly 
to  its  object,  tliose  inimical  to  it,  and  if  there  v 
any,  those  neuter  in  it;  esoecially  after  the  reqi 
made  by  the  Postmaster  Qenerat  at  the  last  nfsa 
to  the  same  effect. 

The  resolution  was  then  a^jreed  to  without  a 
divisioD,  and  a  committee  of  inquiry  appot 

consisting  of  Messrs.   Clabk,   Rooeb   Nel . 

BmwELi.,  J.  Clay,  Pitkin,  D.  R.  Williaus,  and 
Clinton. 

potomac  bridge. 

Aq  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a 
bridge  over  the  river  Potomac,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  was  read  the  third  time ;  and  on 
queaiion  that  the  said  bill  do  pass,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  61,  nays  53,  as  follows: 

Tail — Evtn  Aleiand«r,   Joaeph  Barker,   Banrell 
Baaaett,  Oeorge  M.  Uedinger,  Silu  Beltoa,  William 


thaw  Clay,  Orchird  CmIc,  Blia*  Earle,  Ebeai 
mer,  William  Ely,  James  FUk,  Jamea  M.  OarDett, 
PeterMin  Goodwyn,  Silas  Halsej,  Seth  Hastings,  Wil- 
liam Helms,  Dayid  Hough,  Walter  Jones,  Jamea  Eellj, 
Nehemiah  Knight,  Joseph  I>ewu,  junior,  Matthew 
Lyon,  William  McCreerj,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Tbomas 
Moore,  Jonadian  0.  Mosely,  Thomas  Newton,  Jan., 
Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Josiah  Qulncy,  John  Randolph, 
Thomas  M.  Randoipfa.  Jacob  RichBrds.  John  RuseeU, 
Peter  3ailly,Thomai9ammoDa,  Martia  O.  Schunemsn, 
Henry  Southard,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford, 
Joseph  Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Starges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Philip  R. 
TboinpMni,  llri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  Killian  K.  Van 
SeDBulaet,  Peleg  Wadsworlh,  Eli^let  Wickea,  Na- 
than Williams,  Alexander  Wilaan,lticliard  Winn,and 
Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Isaac  Anderson,  David  Bard,  BamabaaBid- 
rell,  John  Blske,  jun^  Thomas  Bloant,  Robert  Brown, 


port,  Jan.,  John  Dawson,  William  Dickson,  Peter  Early, 
Jamea  Elliot,  Caleb  EUis,  John  W.  Eppes,  William 
Pindley,  John  Fowler,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin 
Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Qreen,  John  Hamil- 
ton, David  Holmes,  Duncan  MacParlaud,  Patrick  Ma- 
grader,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Jeremieb  Mor- 
row, John  Morrow,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson, 
Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jonior,  John  Rea  of 
Pennnhrania,  John  Rhea  of  Teoneasea,  TfaomM  Sand- 
ford,  Ebenaaer  Beaver,  Jamea  Sloan,  John  Smilie, 
John  Cotton  Siui&  John  Smib.  Samnel  Smith,  Thom- 
as W.  Thompson,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,  Matthew  Wal- 
ton, John  Whitehill.DavUR.  Witliama,  and  Marmadake 
WiUiama. 

About  3  o'clock  Mr.  D.  R.  Williaub  said  he 
had  a  motion  to  make,  which  required  the  gal- 
leries 10  be  cleared.     They  were  accordingly 

SATCBnar,  March  82. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 

that  the  Senate  have  passeil  the  bill,  entitled  "An 

tct  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compeosatioiu  of  the 
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officers  of  the  Seuale  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives," with  aeveml  amendments ;  to  which  they 
desire  tbe  coucurrence  of  this  House. 

A  petiiioQ  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  Territo- 
ry of  Louisiana  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  that  an  amendment  may  be  made 
to  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  far  aacertaiuing  and 
adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  withto  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  and  the  District  of  Louiai' 
ana."  confirming  all  bonajide  coacessions  oflanil 
to  tne  inhabitants  of  the  said  Territory,  prior  to 
the  cession  thereof  to  the  United  States ;  that  the 
benefits  contained  in  the  second  section  of  the  said 
act  may  be  extended  to  all  heads  of  families  who 
were  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the  earth  fot 
tbemselvea  and  others,  anterior  to  the  aforeaaid 
cession;  thai  a  grant  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land 
mav  he  made  to  each  person  resident  within  the 
saiti  District  for  sixteen  years  and  upwards;  and 
that  the  lime  for  entering  and  recording  the  claims 
and  titles  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Louisi- 
ana may  be  extended  to  the  firat  day  of  March, 
one  thousaad  eight  hundred  and  seven. — Referr- 
ed to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmiltiog 
a  list  of  hills  drawn  by  the  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  on  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States,  for  claims  embraced  by 
the  convention  with  the  French  Republic,  of 
April  thirtieth,  one  thousand  eiaht  hundred  and 
three,  which  have  been  presentedat  the  Treasury, 
previous  to  the  fourteenth  of  March,  one  .thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  six;  in  pursuance  of  a 
resolutioD  of  the  House  of  the  thirteenth  iastant; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tallmadob,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  sixth  instant,  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  hill,  entitled 
''An  act  relating  to  bonds  given  by  marsnals,"  re- 
ported to  the  House  their  agreement  to  the  same, 
with  several  a  mend  men  is. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  said 
amendments;  Whereupon, 

Retolttd,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  same. 

Mr.  JoBH  Randolph,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  were  referred,  on  the 
twenty -fourth,  thirtieth,  and  thirty-first  of  De- 
cember, and  on  the  second  and  sixieeolb  of  Jan- 
uary last,  sundry  petitions  of  purchasers  of  public 
lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  in  the  Indiana 


of  the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  tbe  Senate  to  the  hill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of 
tbe  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives:" Whereupon,  the  said  amendmenU, 
together  with  the  bill,  were  committed  to  Mr. 
Leib,  Mr.  Trioo,  and  Mr.  Seates. 

Mr.  Jackson  moved  tbe  following  resolution: 
Retobxd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  b«, 


Ohio,  in  eadt  year,  fiom  the  thirtieth  day  of  Jime,  on* 
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Ihouaiid  eight  hnndrBd  Mid  two,  op  to  th«  period  of 
lh«  lul  Telnrna  nudB  to  the  Treuatj  DeputmcDt, 
with  the  ainonnt  (oi  nhich  Ihej  nete  lold : 

Ordered,  Thai  the  said  motion  do  lie  oa  the 
Uible. 

BULE8  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

The  Honee  reaolvod  itself  into  a  Comtnittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  commiuec  to 
whom  WM  referred,  on  the  seTmib  ultimo,  a 
mwluiioa  to  inquire  inio  the  expediency  of 
ameodiDg  the  ataoditig  rules  and  orden  of  the 
Hofl«e,  80  far  as  to  prescribe  the  mode  of  keepiog 
the  Journals ;  and,  after  some  time  epent  (herein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  repoited  to  the  House 
their  agreetneot  to  the  tame,  in  ibe  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit  1 

"  7^t  the  nune  of  the  nmnber  who  praMnti  «  pe- 
titiea,  or  uemoriali  or  who  ofiin  ■  molotion  to  tha 
eonndentioD  of  the  Home,  ba  inserted  on  the  Joor- 
nsli." 

«  That  every  written  motion  made  to  the  Houm  be 
inseTted  on  the  Joqmils,  with  the  nsme  of  the  mem- 
ber making  it,  unless  it  be  withdrawn  on  the  ssme 
day  on  which  it  was  submilted ;"  Whereupon, 

Rteolved,  That  this  House  do  sgree  to  the  said 
Kport,  to  be  established  as  amendments  to  the 
atandiog  rules  and  orders  of  ibe  House. 

C0A8T  OP  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  cause  to  be  surveyed  the  coast  of 
North  Carolina,  between  Cape  Halteras  and  Cape 
Fear. 

Mr.  Crowninsbield  advocated  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  and  ohserred  that  he  hoped  the  mea- 
sure contemplated  by  ii  would  be  (he  commeoce- 
ment  of  a  system  for  surreying  the  whole  coast, 
by  which,  be  bad  no  doubt,  many  lives  and  much 
property  would  be  saved. 

The  bill  appropriates  five  thousand  dollars  for 
the  survey. 

No  opposition  having  been  made,  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  and  the  Hooseordered  the  bill  to  a  third 
leading  on  Monday. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  laying  out  a  road  from  Cum- 
berland, in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  ihe  Slate  of 
Ohio,  Mr.  Leih  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  tn- 
deGmtely, 

Mr.  Clark  supported  this  molion.  He  thought 
there  was  not  sufficieoc  lime  to  act  on  (he  bill 
during  this  session.  He  declared  his  wieh  to  he 
to  lay  oat  three  roads,  one  from  Eonie  point  in 
Pennsylvania,  one  from  Eome  point  in  Maryland, 
and  one  from  some  point  in  Virginia,  expending, 
in  the  first  ioslaoce,  an  adequate  sum  on  the  mid- 
dle road,  and  afterwards  appropriating  a  like  sum 
to  each  of  the  other  roads. 

Mr.  Jackson  gave  a  concise  history  of  the 
fund  from  which  the  mabin^  of  roads  to  Ohio  is 
to  be  effected ;  and  stated  his  opinion  that,  inas- 
much as  the  compact  with  Ohio  provided  for  the 
lajin^  out "  turnpike  «  other  roads,"  it  would  be 


a  violation  of  it  to  lay  out  a  single  rosd.  Mr.  J. 
regretted  that  the  subject  had  neen  so  long- de- 
layed, and  observed  tlrat  when  it  was  pnvioady 
before  the  House,  he  had  meant  to  offer  a  resola- 
lion  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  thp  Treamty  for 
the  amount  of  the  lands  sold  since  June  30, 1802^ 
in  which  purpa'te  he  had  been  frustrated  by  sn 
adjournment.  Fearing  that  the  subject  would 
not  tbis  session  be  deliberately  examined,  from 
its  competition  with  other  important  objects,  and 
believing  that  the  bill  contained  an  exceptionable 
principle,  he  abould  concur  in  the  utolioa  of  post- 
ponement. 

Mr.  Bedihoeh  opposed  the  postponemenl  and 
advocated  the  bill.  He  observed  that  be  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  route  con teio plated  in 
the  bill,  and  he  considered  it  the  shortest  and  best 
for  the  general  interests  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  R.  NELeoN  likewise  opposed  the  postpone 
men(,  and  advocated  (he  bill,  whose  objec(  wa^ 
he  (bought,  as  imporiant  as  that  of  any  bminess 
before  tlie  House.  He  viewed  the  idea  of  the 
compact  being  violated  by,  in  the  first  instaoce, 
laying  out  one  road  instead  of  three  as  strange 
and  unfounded — inasmuch  as  (he  laying  oot  one 
road  did  not  supersede  the  right  of  ailerwards 
laying  out  anoioer.  Mr.  N.  further  advocated 
the  bill  as  fixing  a  route  most  convenient  to  the 
three  States  of  Pennsylvania,  MaryJand,  and 
Virginia. 

Mr,  Jacebom  said  be  was  not  adverse  himseif 
to  acting  on  this  business  this  session,  if  be  could 
be  convinced  that  the  House  would  pay  to  it  a 
full  and  dispassionate  attention.  Hewaa,'how- 
ever,  persnaded  this  would  not  be  the  case.  Mr. 
J.  spoke  also  at  some  length  against  the  route 
contemplated  by  the  bill,  and  the  inadaqtiacy  of 
the  fund  tn  forming  so  vast  and  diffieoli  a  turn- 
pike. 

Mr.  LiTOH  opposed  the  poslponemeat,  and  ad- 
vocated the  bill,  under  the  impre^on  that  tlie 
route  proposed  would  be  of  .great  benefit  to  the 
Western  people. 

Mr.  CoHHAo  supported  the  postponment,  ob 
the  idea  that  the  proper  course  of  proceeding  was 
for  (be  Stales  first  to  lay  out  roads,  and  for  Con- 
gress then  to  aid  then)  by  appropriating  this  fund. 
He  thought-it  was  desirable  that  there  should  be 
three  roads,  one  frobeach  of  the  Slates  of  Penit- 
sylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia. 

Mr.  Leib  was  against  the  u'li,  becanae  he  con- 
sidered the  measure  contemplated  by  \i  piema- 
ture.  What  authority  have  Congress  to  Uy  oat 
this  road  before  they  h»,ve  obUkined  the  conaeni  of 
the  States  i  Considering  the  expense  of  hying 
out  this  route,  he  looked  upon  the  bill  as  merely 
making  in  appropriation  for  (be  benefit  of  cotn- 

Mr.  Morrow,  of  Ohio,  believing  this  road 
would  be  coodocive  (o  (he  interests  of  the  West- 
ern people,  thai  it  was  the  best  and  moet  direct 
route,  and  that  the  fund  would  be  adequate  to  the 
object,  was  adverse  to  the  posipooeroeni,  and  in 
favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  FiNOLET  believed  Ibe  best  w«y  was  to  ap- 
point disinterested  Commissioners,  and  afiet  ce- 
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ceiring  their  roport,  to  desigfoate  the  route.  He 
■aid  he  had  tni  relied  Ihis  road,  aod  believed  [bat  a 
better  one  coutd  bedEiigDBted.  He  should,  there- 
fore, vole  for  the  posiponeineDt,  aad  then  in  favoi 
of  appoioiiiig  Gotniiiiwi oners,  should  that  mea- 
sure  be  proposed. 

Mr.  Smcue  was  opposed  to  a  post  poo  em  eo  I. 

tdr.  Lewis  took  neatly  the  same  grouod  with 
Mr.  FiNDLEir. 

When  tbc  queiliott  on  no  indefinite  poitpone- 
meot  was  taken  by  yeu  and  nays,  and  lost— Vea* 
61,  nays  59,  as  follows: 

Y«i*— Ikmc  Anderson,  David  Bird,  Bunrelt  Bu- 
Bct,  BamibuBidirell.Jahn  Blake,  jtiQ.,  Robert  Brown, 
William  Bullar,  John  Cbuidler,  John  ClBibome,  Chrii- 
topber  Clark,  Joieph  Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Elias 
Earte,  Ebteataer  Elmer,  John  W.  Epp«i,  William 
Fiudle;,  Jamen  M.  Garnett,  PetEnou  Goodwjn,  iBalah 
L.  Green.  William  Helma,  David  Holmea,  John  G. 
Jackson,  Walter  Jono,  Thomu  Kenan,  Michael  Leib, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jnn.,  Joiiab  Maitera,  Thomaa  Moore, 
Gnrdon  8.  Matnfbrd,  Thomas  Nenloa,  Jan.,  GideoQ 
Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Randolph,  John  Raa  of  Ptsaa- 

Klvania,  Jokn  Rhea  of  Tenneieee,  Jacob  Ridiardi, 
iter  Buillj,  Thomu  Samm0D8,f]b«nezerSe&ver,  John 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Rlcharil  Btanibid,  Joieph  Stan- 
ton, Ilaiid  Thomaa,  Philip  B.  Thompson,  Abrant 
Tri«K,  Kobeit  Wbit«hill,  Marmaduke  WiUama,  Alei- 
ander  Wilson,  Kichard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Wioslon. 

Niia — Evan  Alexsudei,  Willis  Alsisn.  jnn.,  Jo- 
seph BaikR,  Georga  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  BetloB,  Wil. 
liun  Bladdedsa,  ThooMs  Blonut,  June*  M.  Broom, 
John  Boyle,  John  Campball,  Oichard  Cook,  liWinatd 
Covington,  Jacob  Crowninabield,  Samoal  W.  Dana, 
Ezra  Dsiby,  John  DsTeoportijuB.,  John  Dawaim,  Peter 
Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Wilji&m  Ely,  James 
Fiik,  John  Fowlei,  Charles  Goldsborousb,  Kiss  Hal- 
sey,  John  Haonllon,  Scth  Hastings,  David  Hongh, 
Jsmes  Kelly,  Matthew  Lyon,  Danoan  McFailand, 
Patrick  Magrndet,  Robert  Marion,  Willuun  McCreery, 
Iflcholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hoger  Nelson, 
Josflph  H.  Nicbolson,  Tinathy  PUkin,  Jan.,  JosUb 
Quinay,  Thomas  M.  Randoljdi,  John  Snsietl,  Thomas 
Bandrord,  Jobn  Smitia,  John  Cotbin  ^uitli,  Haniy 
Soothsrd,  Thomas  Spading,  Samusl  Taggsit,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  Van  Oorl- 
landt,  Klllian  K.  Van  Banaselset,  Joaepb  B.  Ver- 
nnm,  Daniel  C.  Verplsndc,  Pelsg  Wadintorth,  Ha^ 
thew  WbUoo,  John  Whitehill,  Shpbalet  Wicfcei^  and 
David  R.  Witliami. 

Mr.  Jackbon  moved  a  postponement  to  Mon- 
day, with  tlfe  view  of  obtaining  information  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  quantity  of 
land  sold  since  the  30lh  of  June,  1S02. 

Mr.  MoBBOW,  of  Ohio,  hoped  the  postponement 
would  not  prevail.  He  stated  thai  tbe  informa- 
tion desired  was  before  the  House,  considered  it 
ai  Guffiejent  lo  act  on,  and  remarked  that  there 
would  exiat  a  food  of  near  forty  thousand  dollars 
on  the  1st  of  oexi  October. 

On  postponins  tbe  bill  till  Monday,  the  House 
diridea — yeas  51,  nays  66. 

Mr.  Claiborne  moved  a  recommKraent  of  the 
bill  to  a  select  committee,  consideriug  tbe  infor- 
mation before  the  House  as  not  ^atiafaciory. 

Mr.  Clark  »apported  tbe  motion,  on  which  the 
Hoase  divided— yeas  60,  nays  56. 


Tbe  House  then  look  up  the  amendments 
agreed  lo  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
I  Mr.  Jackson  spoke  at  considerable  leogtli 
apiiQGt  the  route  desigoaied  in  tbe  bill,  and  coa- 
cluded  by  ofieiiog  a  proposition  amendatory  of 
an  araenampot  ofthe  Senate — allavriog  ■  diacre- 
tion  to  lay  oui  the  road  at  any  point  between 
Steubenville  and  Grave  river,  on  tbe  Ohio — so  as 
to  allow  a  like  diaerelioo  with  that  contemplated 
on  tbe  Potomac,  between  the  points  of  Cumber- 
land and  Western  Foil. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  of  ihe  Whole,  and  non-concurred  in 
that  of  Mr.  Jackson. 

Mr.  Clark  offered  a  motion  which  went  to 
modify  the  bill,  so  as  to  direct  tbe  laying  out  three 
roads  instead  of  one. 

The  Speaeeb  declared  this  motion  out  of  order, 
as  it  afiecied  an  amendment  already  agreed  to. 

Whereupon  a  question  to  reconsider  ilie  amend- 
ment, in  order  to  try  the  sense  of  tbe  House  on 
Mr.  Clark's  motion,  was  taken,  and  lost — yeas 
44,  nays  47. 

Mr.  Jackson  moved  to  recommit  the  bill;  wbictt 
motion  having  been  negatived,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  a  thira  reading  on  Monday. 

Monday,  March  24. 

A  message  from  tbe  Senate  informed  tbe  Home 
that  the  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendment,  disa- 
greed to  by  this  House,  to  tbe  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Landais." 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  from  the  managers  appointed 
□a  the  seventeenth  instant,  on  the  part  of  Ihis 
House,  to  attend  a  conference  with  tbe  Senate  on 
the  subject-matter  of  the  amendment  depending 
between  Ihe  two  Hounes  to  the  last-mentioned  bill, 
made  a  report ;  on  which,  the  Honse  proceeded  to 
re[»9nsider  theamendment  of  Ihe  Senate  disagreed 
to  by  this  House  to  the  said  bill:    Whereupon, 

ReaUved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from' 
their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  tbe  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 

An  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for  Uia 
ffovernment  of  tbe  Armies  of  the  United  Slatea: 
Wberen|K>n, 

Rtaotoed,  That  this  HoDte  doth  disagree  to  the 
amendment  of  the  eighty-ninth  article  of  the  said' 
bill,  which  proposes  to  strike  out  the  won!  "  fifly," 
and  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  words  "one  hun- 
dred ;"  and,  also,  lo  so  much  of  the  last  amend- 
ment ofthe  said  bill  as  is  contained  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit:  "including  the  manner  of  wear- 
ing the  luir :  but  this  power  shall  noi  be  exercised' 
ver  the  militia." 

Reaolvedy  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  all  Ihs. 
other  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
said  bill. 

A  message  fram  the  Senate  informed  Ihe  Hooas 
that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  tiro  first  amendments 
of  this  House  10  the  amendments  proposed  by  the- 
Senate  to  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relating  to 
bonds  given  by  Marshals,"  and  disagrea  to  the 
third  ofthe  said  amendments. 
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Mr.  Leib,  from  the  cotomitiee  to  wbom  waa 
referred,  on  ibe  Iwenty-seconj  insuiiii,  theemetid- 
tneats  of  the  Seaate  to  tbe  bill,  entitled  "  Ad  act 
(o  regulate  aod  fix  the  conipeDBation  of  the  oS- 
cersof  the  Senate  and  House  of  ReprewDtatires,'' 
reported  to  the  House  their  agreement  to  the  tame, 
without  a  men  dm  eat. 

Tbe  House  proceedzd  to  consider  the  ameod- 
menti  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  taid  bill: 
Whereupon, 

Raohed,  That  this  Home  doth  disagree  to  the 
amendment  proposed  to  be  ioaerted  as  the  second 
•ection  of  the  said  bill. 

Raolvfd,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
other  ameodmentt  of  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  commiitee  appointed  on 
the  twenty -seventh  of  December  last,  presented  a 
bill  making  a  further  appropriation  towards  com- 
pleting the  south  wing  oi  tbe  Capitol,  at  the  Ctiy 
of  Washington ;  whlcn  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to- 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  prescribing  the  effect  tn  each 
State  of  the  records  of  judgmenli  and  decrees  of 
the  courts  of  record  of  everf  other  State.  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. , 

An  engrossed  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  to  cause  the  coast  of  North  Carolina, 

between  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape  Fear.to  be  rut- 

Teyed,wasread  the  third  time  and  pused — ayeE74. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

A  bill  for  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from 
Cumberland,  in  Kfsryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio, 
was  read  tbe  third  time. 

Mr.  HoLMEB  moTed  to  postpone  the  bill  indefl- 
Ditely,and  observed,  that, if  this  motion  prevailed, 
he  should  offer  a  motion  for  the  appointment  of 
eommissiouers,  by  the  President, to  explore  a  route. 

Messrs.  Sloak,  Babd,  Ci.AaK.  Oliu,  Findlet, 
and  Jacesok,  supported ;  aod  Messrs.  McCheebt, 
Bbdihoer,  Lton,  and  R.  Nelson,  o^wsed  this 
motion;  which  was  disagreed  to— yeas  52,  nays  64, 
M  follows : 

T IAS — laasc  Anderian,  David  Ban],  Burwell  Bss- 
■ett,  Roben  Brown,  William  Bntler,  John  Chandler, 
John  Clubome,  Chriatophor  CIsrk,  Jowpb  CUy,  Mat. 
thaw  Clay,  Fredenck  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Eliai 
Eaila,  Ebenczar  Elmar,  William  Pindlc;,  James  M, 
Oamstt,  Peterson  Goodwjn,  Edwin  Gray,  luish  L. 
Oreen,  Witlism  Hebna,  David  Holmea,  John  O.  Jack- 
wtrn,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nehemiah  Kni^t,  Michael  Leib, 
Joaeph  Lewis,  jr.,  Josiah  Masters,  Thomas  Moore,  John 
Morrow,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pngh, 
John  Rea  of  Psnniylvani*,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Jacob  Ricbards,  John  RnauU,  Petar  Sailly,  Ebeneier 
Seavar,  James  Sloan,  John  Smith,  SunDoi  Bmitb,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  Philip  R.  Thompson, 
Abram  Trigg,  John  Wbitebill,  Robert  Whitahill,  EUph- 
alet  Wicket,  Marmadnks  Williams,  AlezaDdar  Wilson, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

N*i(— GTsn  Alexander,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M, 
Bedinger,  Bilsi  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  William 
Bladiadga,  Thomaa  Blonnt,  James  M.  Broom,  John 


Boyle,  John  Campbell,  George  Clinton,  jr.,  Leooaid 
CoTington,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Samuel  W.  Dans, 
Eira  Darby,  John  DaTonport,  jr.,  John  Dawsn,  Peter 
Early,  Jmmet  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  WUIiun  Elf,  Jamea 
Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Cbsriet  Goldaborongh,  Kbs  Hal- 
sey,  Jobo  Hamilton,  Setb  Hastings,  I^vid  Hongh, 
Janei  Kelly,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  McParland,  i^ 
rick  Magrnder,  Robert  Marion,  WiUtaaa  McCrecn, 
Nichola*  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Mmrow,  JoaiatbaD  O. 
Moeely,  Ourdon  8.  Mnmford,  Jeremiah  Neisast,  Rogn 
NelMn,  Joseph  H.  Nidiolaoa,  Timothy  PUib,  jr.,  i> 
siah  Quincy,  Thomss  M.  Randotph,  Thonaa  Saadibid, 
John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Henry  Soothard,  Hm- 
mss  Spalding,  William  Stedmau,  Lawia  B.  Stniyai^ 
Bemnei  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Sanmel  Tcn- 
ney,  Thomas  W.  Tbompaon,  Dri  TtaCT,  Ptuhp  V«a 
Corllandt,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensadaer,  Joaepfa  B.  Vm- 
nnm,  Daniel  C.  Tetolanck,  Peleg  Wadiworth,  Matthew 
Walton,  David  R.  WilUams,  and  Nathan  Williams. 

And  then  tbe  main  question  being  tmkcn  ibat 
the  said  bill  do  pass,  it  was  reaolved  in  the  affirm- 
ative— yeas  66,  nays  50,  as  follows: 

YsAs — Evan  Alexander,  Jotapk  Baikcr,  Geotgt  M. 
Bedinger,  Bilaa  Betton,  Bsmsbu  Bidwell,  Wiltiam 
Blscktedge,  Thomu  Blonnt,  James  M.  Broom,  John 
Boyle,  John  Camf^U,  Martin  ChitleDdMi,  Gmrga 
Clmton,  jr.,  Leonard  Covington,  Jacob  Crowaiulneld, 
Esra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John  Dawaoa,  Wil- 
liam DickMia,  Peter  Ear^,  Jsmea  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis, 
EbeneieT  Elmer,  WUIian  Ely,  Jsmea  Fiik,  John  Fow- 
ler, Charles  Goldsbotongb,  Andrew  Giagg,  Silas  Hal- 
sey,  John  Hamilton,  Selh  Hastinga,  James  Kdty,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Donean  McParland,  Palnck  Hagnider, 
Robert  Marion,  William  McCieeiy,  Nicholas  R.  Mooia, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Hoady,  Gmdon  &■ 
Mumfind,  Jeraniah  Ndaoa,  Roger  Nalaan,  Joaaph  H. 
Nicholson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Joeiah  Qiimi7,  Thomss 
M.  Randolph,  Thomas  Bandfoid,  John  SmOis  John  Cot- 
ton Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  BpaUii^,  Jomtfli 
Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Slnrge^  Sant^ 
Taggait,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samnel  T^nney,  Tho- 
mas W.  Thompson,  PbiUp  Van  Cortlandt,  KiUian  K. 
^'  -1  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vsmnm,  Danid  C.  Tar- 
ick,  Pek«  Wsdaworth,  Matthew  Waltim,  David  R. 

'illiams,  and  Nathan  Williams 

Navs — Isaac  Aoderaon,  David  Baid,  BmweD  BaMet, 
Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  John  Chandlu,  John 
Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Joarah  Clay,  Matthew 
Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Drchaid  Cook,  Eliaa  Earle, 
William  Findtay,  James  M.  Oamstt,  Falsnon  Good- 
wyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Gnen,  Williun  Hrinaa, 
David  Holmes,  Jolm  O.  Jsckaon,  "noaiaa  Kenan,  N«- 
hemiah  Knight,  Michael  Leib,  Josqih  Lewis,  jr.,  Joaiah 
Masters,  Thomas  Moore,  Jijin  Honow,  Thomaa  Naw- 
ton.jr.,  Gideon  Olin,  J^n  Pngh,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
■ylvana,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneseee,  Jacob  Rtdiarda,  John 
Ruaaell,  Peter  Sailly,  Ebenerar  Seavei.  James  Sloan, 
John  SmithrSsmnel  Smith,  Richard  Stanferd,  PIdip  R. 
Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Whit^iill, 
Robert  WhitdiUl,  Maimadnke  Wi&iams,  Alaiandsr 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joae^  V" 


Tdebdat,  March  35. 
Mr.  RooEx  Nelsoh  presented  to  the  Honso  ■ 


M^lia 


allowed  them  by  Taw. 
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the  SecteUry  of  Warj  wi 
ioe  ihe  same,  aod  report  bis  opinion  thereupon  to 
the  House. 
Mr.  CROWMIN8BIELD,  from  the  Cominittee  of 


to  regulate  the  coUecliou  of  dolies  on  imports  and 
lonnage;"  which  was  trad  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoiise  on  Thursday 
next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  haTe  paueda  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  explain  the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled 
'Ad  act  to  diride  the  Indiana  Territory  iato  two 
separate  governments;"  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  Hoase. 

On  ■  motion  made  by  Mr.  DAvin  R.  Wii^iAHa, 
that  the  HoQse  do  come  to  Ihe  following  resolu- 
tton: 

Raohtd,  by  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Bepretenla- 
iivtt  of  the  United  Siatei  in  Congreai  aaembled,  Thst 
the  Poatmailer  Oanersl  be  direeled  to  caose  the  Post 
Office,  fcr  the  City  of  Wuhin|tbD,  to  be  kept,  aflar 
the day  of ,  neit,  at  or  near  tba  Ca[Htol. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  tbeir  amend- 
ment, disagreed  to  by  the  Seuat^  to  the  last 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  relating  to  bonds  given  by  marshals:"  Wbere- 

ReK^ved  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  their 
said  amendment  to  the  amendmeiit. 

IMPORTATION  OF  BRITISH  GOODS. 

On  motJDQ  of  Mr.  MuMFono  the  Hoase  re- 
solTed  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  prohibiting  the  importation  of  certain 
British  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise. 

The  articles  enamerated  in  this  bill 
same  as  those  contained  in  the  resotutiou  on 
which  it  was  framed.    [See  ante,  page  451.J 

Mr.  MoMFOBD  moved  to  fill  the  blank,  left  for 
the  time  when  the  bill  h  to  take  effect,  with  the 
15lh  of  November  next. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  moved  me  first  of  January,  and 

Mr.  CaowNiNaHicLn  the  first  of  Joly. 

Mr.  Mdhford  said,  while  they  were  charging 
a  foreign  Qovemment  with  surprising  their  com- 
merce, he  hoped  they  would  not  do  the  same 
thing  themselves.  He  was,  therefore,  opposed  tc 
the  mst  of  July,  and  iik  favor  of  the  i5th  of  No- 
vember. 

Mr.  BiDWELL  spoke  in  favor  of  filling  the  Uank 
with  the  16lh  of  November,  and 

Mr.  BtiACELEnoG  in  favor  of  the  1st  of  Jaly. 

On  agreeing  lo  the  first  of  January,  the  House 
divided — ayes  37,  noes  67 ;  the  Federal  memberi 
Toting  in  the  affirmative. 

Oo  agreeing  to  the  15lh  of  November,  64  mem- 
bers rose  on  the  affirmative  side — carried.  On 
this  question,  the  Federal  members  likewise  voted 
lo  the  affirmative. 

On  moiioik  of  Mr.  Mohpobit,  a  blank  was  fill- 


ed, so  as  to  make  the  section,  amended,  read  a« 

Woollen  doth,  whose  invoice  price  shall  escrndl 
five  ihillinge  iteiUnK  p«t  sqaare  yard." 

Mr.  J.  Clat  moved  to  add  to  the  enumerated 
'tides  "blank  books;"  which  motion  was  disa- 
greed to — ayes  39,  noes  51. 

A  motion,  made  by  Mr.  Barker,  to  add  "  iron 
hollow  ware,"  shared  the  same  fate— ayes  38, 
Does  56. 

After  some  further  amendments^  not  touckiaf 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  the  Committee  rose  ana 
—ported  inetr  agreement  to  the  bill. 

The  House  immediately  considered,  and  agreed 
to  the  amendments,  and  ordered  the  bill  to  heeit- 
grossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow,  wilhoui  a 

DEFENCE  OF  PORTS  AND  HARBORS. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Dawbom,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  siata 
of  the  Union,  on  the  resolutions  for  the  better 
protection  of  our  ports  and  harbors,  referred  to 
them  by  order  of  the  House,  of  the  twenty-third  of 
Decemoer  list,  in  Ihe  words  following,  to  wit; 

"  IsL  Semhed,  That  ■  snni  of  monm,  not  eioea^ 
ing  one  hundred  and  fitly  thoaraod  doUan,  be  appio- 
piiated  to  enable  tha  Preudent  of  the  United  Statee  ta 
cansa  our  ports  and  harbors  to  be  better  ibitified  and 
protected  against  any  insult  or  injury. 

"  2d.  Resolved,  That  >  further  sum  of  money,  not 
exceeding  tvro  bandied  and  fifty  thoosaud  dollais,  be 
appropriated  to  snable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  built  a  numbei  of  gunboats,  not 
exceeding  fifty,  for  the  betterpmtactian  of  the  barbora, 
coasts,  and  commaree  of  the  United  States. 

"  3d.  Raohtd,  That  a  further  sum  of  money,  not 
exceeding  di  hundred  and  ility  thousand  dollars,  be 
appropriated  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
Sutea  to  causa  to  ba  built  six  Une-of-battle  ships,  to  be 
added  to  the  Na.nl  Establishment  of  the  United 
Suloa." 

The  first  resolution  for  appropriating  ^150,000 
for  (he  better  protection  of  ports  and  harbors,  wif 
agreed  to  without  debate— ayes  63,  noes  80. 

The  second  resolution  was  read,  for  the  appro- 
priation of  *350,000  for  the  buildiog  of  gunboats. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  to  strike  out  ibis  sum,  and 
leave  a  blank,  with  the  view  of  filling  it  with  a 
larger  sum  in  case  the  ihird  resolution  should  be 
disagreed  to. 

This  motion  was  disagreed  to — ayes  36. 

When  the  resolution  was  agreed  lo— ayes  72. 

Tbe  third  resolution  was  read,  appropriating 
9&B0,000  toward  the  building  of  six  tine-of-battle 
ships. 

Mr.  Newton  moved  lo  strike  out  gW.OOO,  and 
lioe-of-battle  ships,  so  as  to  confine  the  resolulion 
to  an  appropriation,  generally,  for  naval  pni- 
poses. 

This  motion  was  lost — ayes  10. 

Mr.  MA8TBBa.— When  the  resolution  bronght 
before  this  House  by  the  honorable  geutlemaa 
from  Pennsylvania  was  under  coosideratioi>,  I 
opposed  that  resolution,  because  I  thought  it  waa 
a  system  we  could  not  abide  by,  and  Decamait 
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would  injure  tbii  oalioa  more  than  OrcBt  firiuin, 
agaiastwhom  it  was  intended  to  operate,  sod  bid 
a  natural  tendency  to  reiiliaiioD,  revenge,  and 
boslilities  between  the  two  nations.  When  the 
reiolniion  was  under  consideration  brought  for- 
ward bv  the  honoTvble  gentleman  from  Maryland. 
I  rotea  for  it,  at  a  syBleoa  by  which  we  could 
abide }  and  it  might  ilirm  the  British  nation,  ibst 
iIm  coune  of  trade  would  be  turaed  into  other 
«baiin«lB;  though  I  thought  rbe  measure  taken, 
«l»lractl]r  too  weak  to  bare  the  desired  effect,  I 
iwtwi  for  il  witb  a  itajie  that  the  measure  would 
4«  ttKOgtbened,  byfonifyiof  our  ports  and  harbors, 
increasing  our  navy,  and  roaking  such  prepara- 
ti«iM  •■  to  eommand  moie  respect  among  foreign 
inatioBs,  and  thereby  aid  end  assist  our  negotia- 
tiooi,  and  have  a  tendency  to  preserve  peace. 
fiucb  is  the  course  I  wish  to  pursue  for  the  inier- 
«•!  of  this  nation,  in  order  to  maintain  our  inde- 
|iendence  which  we  have  acquired,  and  preserve 
Balional  sceurity  and  existence,  and  prevent  our 
Industry  and  capitals  employed  in  commerce, 
which  IS  the  resource  of  all  our  revenue,  from  be- 
ing tvallowed  up  by  foreign  depredations:  but 
Mpoaition  appears  from  various  quarters  of  the 
House.  I  have  beard  it  said  "if  vou  build  seveniy- 
fi>ar-nn  ship*,  you  must  builu  eoough  to  meet 
tfae  European  navies."  It  eannot  be  intended  for 
vnr  infant  navy  to  meet  them  in  fleets,  but  il  will 
■crve  as  an  additional  defence  to  our  ports,  and 

G event  single  ships  or  a  number  of  snips  from 
Dckadiog  our  harbors,  impressing  our  seamen, 
(ad  hovering  on  our  coasts,  searching  and  plun- 
dering our  vessels  and  thereby  hinder  such  iciur- 
iesand  insults;  which  (hey  cannot  commit  unless 
they  send  ont  fleets  for  tHt  purpose,  which  will 
opt  be  for  their  interest  to  do,  faccaiue  it  will  not 
^it  their  eosL 

I  have  also  heard  it  said,  "if  you  build  aeventy- 
isur-gUB  ships  they  date  not  go  out  of  port,  b«- 
mose  they  will  bs  taken."  This  argument  re- 
minds me  of  a  boy  who  was  put  to  school  to  gel 
an  education,  and  grow  up  in  learning,  and  be- 
come  a  useful  citizen  in  community.  After  being 
at  school  a  space  of  time,  be  raii  home.  He  then 
was  asked  what  he  came  home  for;  be  said,  he 
4i4  not  like  to  goto  school:  was  asked  (he  reason; 
k«  replied  he  did  not  like  to  be  whipped.  He  was 
asked  if  he  had  been  whipped  ;  he  answered,  oh! 
■0,  but  be  was  afraid  he  should  be.  Though  our 
Davy  has  not  yet  been  whipped,  the  gefltleman  is 
afraid  it  will  be;  therefore,  does  not  want  to  build 
aeventy-four-gun  ships,  nor  increase  our  navy  to 
(row  up  and  protect  commerce. 

At  Ibe  commencement  of  this  seisioD,  from  the 
■pirit  of  the  Message  of  the  Executive,  which  I 
believe  the  most  popular  Message  that  ever  came 
from  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  and  from 
the  spirit  and  zeal  boib  out  of  doors  and  in  the 
House,  it  seemed  as  though  there  was  an  anxiety 
to  press  forward  to  the  charge,  and  fight  England, 
Prance,  and  Spain,  all  at  once.  When  we  come 
to  brins  energetic  measures  to  the  test,  how  are 
they  likely  to  turn  out?  I  am  afraid  we  shall 
Wbitile  down  those  measures  into  contempt  and 
ItuiBUiation.    Wehaveappropriatedonly  tbesum 


of  one  hundred  and  fifty  ibounad  dollar*  lo  for- 
tify our  ports  and  harbors  tm  an  extensive  sea- 
coast,  of  near  two  thousand  miles  and  passed  a 
resolution  for  building  a  few  gunboats.  This  is 
the  main,  unless  you  adopt  the  reKdulion  imate- 
diaiely  tinder  consi deration, 

Onr  farmers  will  begin  to  complaia  presruil) 
as  well  as  the  merchants,  for  agricoltare  will  ne- 
cessarily fall  with  the  ruin  of  eomtoeree  and  trade; 
and  it  appears  to  me  that  neiiber  eoaiDaerce  dot 
agriculture  can  floarisb  without  jiroiectioD;  and 
tbeinctwase  of  commeree  is  the  increaM  of  our 
revenue,  which  isihe  increase  of  natioDat  wealtA, 
and  agricultural  industry  Daturally  goes  witb  it, 
and  cannot  possibly  increase  without  it;  tkai  in- 
terest improves  in  proportion  to  the  encourase- 
raenl  it  receives,  and  tliat  enconrageiDeDt  is  de- 
rived from  the  liberal  price  of  produce  which  ii 
derived  from  an  exteosive  commerce,  which  bet- 
ters the  condition  and  gives  a  spring  to  agrienj- 
tural  industry  and  mutual  encouragement  lo  both. 

The  progress  of  agricultural  industry  in  coo^ 
merciai  nations  is  geneially  proportionate,  which 
makes  our  large  cities  and  towns.  Tb<  capital 
employed  in  our  market  towns  must  be  in  prt^Mr- 
tiun  to  tba  country ;  otherwise  it  operates  to  (he 
disadvantage  of  agriculture.  To  widen  ihe  moi- 
ket  is  ^nerally  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  bat 
narrowing  the  competition  must  always  be  against 
it.  The  produce  of  the  farmer  is  limited  to  the 
extent  of  the  market;  if  ibe  market  is  small  tbe 
price  is  low;  extend  your  commerce  and  you  ex- 
tend the  market.  Tbe  growing  improvement  and 
cultivation  of  tbe  soil  advances  with  the  coia- 
merce  and  wealth  of  the  country.  Arts  and  in- 
dustry of  every  kind,  with  commerce,  comfaiae  and 
advance  togetner,  and  a  nation  grows  rich  by  ti; 
and  tbe  price  of  agricultural  industry  is  more  lib- 
eral and  better  rewarded  in  a  society  advancing 
lo  opulence  than  in  one  which  is  standing  sltU  « 
decaying. 

A  nation  which  neglects  protection  to  commerce 
and  despises  it,  cannot  transact  the  same  quantity 
of  business  which  might  otherwise  be  done ;  and 
itte  Oovernmeni  ought  to  }»otect  and  eoeottrage 
tfae  merchant  to  pursue  hu  own  lawful  interest 
according  to  his  own  judgment;  that  he  may  en- 
joy in  perfect  security  the  fall  recompense  of  fais 
industry.  It  never  can  be  for  the  benefit  of  tlie 
farming  interest  to  discourage  or  datresa  the  in- 
dustry of  the  mercantile  Slates,  because  it  aervea 
to  sink  the  real  value  of  the  surplus  produce,  and 
conaetjuently  the  improvement  and  cultivaiioa  of 
the  aoil.  If  you  neglect  protection,  you  indirectly 
invite  aggressions  and  discourage  that  very  intec- 
est  whicn  you  mean  to  promote.  How  are  our 
citizens  to  procure  moneyl  It  is  foreign  cotn 
which  circulates  in  this  country,  for  the  most  part, 
and  not  our  own ;  it  is  that  which  regulates  more 
or  less  the  whole  businesa  of  common  life;  and 
ihequantity  of  money  naturally  ic 


purchase;  on  tnis  depends  in  an  eaaeotial  aad 
great  degree  the  wealth  of  the  nation.  Thou^  the 
superabundant  produee  of  the  country  isaa  oli^t 
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of  Toieigo  commerce,  il  U  not  so  great  bd  object 
■t,[o  ioduce  other  natioDS  into  our  porta  for  it, 
became  they  can  abiain  the  «tm«  prodoce  elw- 

tt  has  beea  observed  by  an  honorable  member 
on  this  floor  "that  he  conceived  the  iacrease  of 
-our  nary  as  the  beginning  of  the  husioesi;"  by 
which  I  andenfand  the  b<^nnitig  of  the  buiineu 
under  this  A  d  oil  nisi  ration ;  and  I  never  knew 
that  thia  Administration,  or  any  other  Adminis- 
tration^ or  any  political  parly,  were  opposed  lo 
ErotectiDg  coiiiiDerce,  and  increasing  our  navy 
ir  that  purpose,  when  it  became  necessary  for  Ifae 
good  and  welfare  of  the  nation.  la  it  not  now  oe- 
ceaeary — is  it  not  now  lime  to  awaken  from  this 
golden  dream  in  which  we  have  so  long  tlept, 
when  foreign  nations  have  become  so  jeatons  ana 
«Dviont  as  to  depredate  aod  ailempi  (o  annihitite 
otir  commerce ;  when  privateers  and  pirates  infest 
our  coasts ;  when  national  armed  vessels  blockade 
our  harbors,  and  dras  our  seamen  from  their  fami 
lies  and  country?  Must  we  look  calmly  on  and 
aay  protect  yourselvesT  Is  this  the  bqswit  to  be 
civen  to  out  citizens?  Commerce  protect  Itself! 
Ta  this  legislating  for  the  interest  ofihe  people  of 
this  nation?  Qod  forbiift  It  is  unsuitable  to  the 
nature  of  Ghtvernment ;  it  is  contrary  to  ihe  laws 
of  society,  and  the  very*principles  upon  which 
society  is  formed ;  and  I  nope  may  not  be  con- 
tinued tn  any  longer. 

The  great  end  and  inrention  of  revenue,  drawn 
fVom  the  coraraunily,  is  not  only  to  support  the 
neeesiiiiiy  expenses  of  the  Government,  but  to  de- 
fend and  protect  every  part  of  that  cnmmnDity ; 
and  I  have  always  understood,  that  it  was  the 
first  and  great  doty  of  every  wise  and  good  Qov- 
ernment  to  lake  measures  for  the  public  defence, 
and  protect  its  citizens  in  their  lawful  pursuits. 
Our  navy  ought  not  lo  be  enfeebled  and  weak  be- 
low Ihe  proportion  of  our  natural  strength  and 
leaources.  Every  individual  has  a  general  inter- 
-est  in  the  prosperity  of  the  agriculture  and  com- 
merce of  the  country,  and  in  the  good  manage- 
ment of  ils  resources  for  the  public  defence  and 
jvotection;  to  withhold  that  defence  and  protec- 
tion under  the  idea  of  economy,  if  il  is  not  a  snb- 
rersion  of  the  term,  it  is  to  me  a  fallacioDs,  miS' 
taken,  and  foieed  economy.  The  great  object  of 
.political  economy  in  every  country  is,  and  oughi 
to  be,  10  increase  the  riches  and  power  of  that 
country. 

Could  I  perceive,  by  increasing  our  navy,  in 
building  seven  ly-four-gUD  ships,  and  protecting 
commerce,  it  militated  again't  the  agricultoral  in- 
'terest,  I  should  be  among  the  last  to  advocate  it ; 
btt  1  think  it  is  highly  proper  to  protect  it,  to  a 
.certain  extent,  and  that  estesi  I  would  regulate 
by  the  surplus  revenue  arising  from  commerce, 
which  I  believe  ought  to  be  appropriated  to  protect 
that  commerce.  According  to  the  Message  of  ibe 
President,  there  is  one  milhon  of  dollars,  surplus, 
in  the  Treasury;  and  the  Mediterranean  fond  of 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  may  be  liberated 
from  that  object;  and  I  hope  that  at  least  some 
part  of  this  revenue  will  be  appropriated  to  the 
^building  of  seventy- four  .gun  ships.    By  mixing 


of  such  ships  with  the  frigates,  onr  navy  will  be- 
come much  more  powerful  and  resfwctable ;  and 
legislating  on  such  principles  is  giving  no  prefer- 
ence to  the  commercial  interest  over  the  ogri- 
cotlural ;  and  I  wish  to  be  expressly  understood, 
not  to  increase  our  Davy  beyolid  the  means  arising 
from  the  surplus  revenue :  neither  would  I  be  un- 
derstood as  advocatmg  unjust  monopolies,  prohib- 
itions, improper  bounties,  exclusive  charters  and 
companies;  these  are  abuses  of  the  commerelU 

In  ihe  course  of  some  of  the  former  Jebatea, 
China  was  introduced  as  a  model  and  pattern.  It 
is  to  be  remarked  that  China  has  articles  of  mer- 
chandise which  no  other  nation  has,  which  es- 
lices  all  nations  to  carry  on  commeroo  with  her. 
Though  China  has  long  been  one  of  the  richest, 
best  cullivaied,  and  populous  countries,  yei  it  is 
to  be  remembered,  the  middling  and  lower  classea 
of  people  are  the  most  beggarly — thousands  of 
families  have  no  other  habitations  than  in  fishing 
boats,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  community  Ofe 
poor  and  miserable.    Such  is  the  China  sample. 

Il  is  said  commerce  increases  and  promotes  pro- 
digalitf.  Suppose  it  does,  Mr.  Chsiiman,  and 
add  10  It  if  you  please  equipage,  luxury,  curiosity, 
vanity,  and  ostentation ;  ana  what  does  it  provel  II 
only  argues  that  the  principles  of  common  prU' 
dence  do  not  always  Kovero  individuals;  never- 
theless il  promotes  industry  and  creates  a  fund 
for  the  support  of  society.  Besides,  it  seldMi 
bappens  that  a  nation  is  much  ofiecled  bv  the  pro- 
fuuon  of  a  few  individuals;  the  principles  of  frB- 
gality  neem  to  predominate  amoi^  toe  greater 

Krt  of  mankind,  taking  the  whole  course  of  tbelr 
es  together;  indeed,  natioiis  are  never  impoTO- 
isbed  by  private,  it  is  by  public  miscondaci. 

Modern  Europefurnisbes  an  example  that  Coift- 
merce  cannot  flourish  without  some  naval  pr^ 
tection.  and  I  sincerdf  hope  the  resolution  will 
be  adopted. 

Messrs,  Ltoh  and  Cook  s^ke  at  considerable 
length  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution; 
which  was  rejected — only  30  members  rose  in 
favor  of  it. 

The  House  considered  the  rqwrt,  when  the  first , 
resolution  was  agreed  to—yeas  78,  nays  33,  aalol- 

Y«i>~ETan  Alexander,  SSat  Betton,  BsRubal 
Bid«dl,  WiUiaiB  BlacUedge,  John  Blake,  jtmior, 
Thomu  Blotmt,  Jamas  M.  Broom,  John  Cimpbafl, 
John  Chandler,  Msrtia  Chittenden,  John  Cloibonu, 
George  Clinton,  junior,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchaid 
Cook,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Catta,  Ezra 
Dirby,  John  Davenport,  junior,  John  Dawaon,  Jamoa 
Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Bbeaazei  timet,  WiUiam  Elj.John 
W.Eppes,  William  Fiodley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fow- 
ler, Chsrlei  Goldsborough,  Andrew  Gregg,  Silas  Hal- 
sey,  Seih  Hastings,  William  Belmi,  I^vid  Holmes, 
Darid  HoQgh,  Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly,  Thomaa 
Kecan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  Mo 
Parland,  Robert  Marion.  Josiih  Masters,  WUIiam  He- 
Creery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonsthan 
O.  MoseJTi  Gnrdon  8.  Mnmfbrd,  Jersmish  Ncjson, 
Thomas  Newton,  jr„  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Thomsa  W. 
Raudol^  John  fihea  of  Tennessee,  i<Aa  BasssU, 


Digitized  byGOOglC 


Sir 


HISTORY  OF  CONQEBSS. 


848 


D^mce  of  Pcni»  and  Rdrbon. 


Mabca,  1806. 


PMer  Saillj,  Thomu  Svoinoni,  Martin  O.  Behane- 
mm,  John  Cotton  Smitb.  Henrj  Sootbard,  Joaeph 
Btanlon,  William  Stedman,  Lawii  B.  BtorgM,  Samad 
Taggait,  Benjamin  T*lIniadBe,BarouelTenn>7,  Daiid 
Thomai,  ThoniH  W.  Thompaon,  Uri  Tracy,  Abnm 
Tiigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  Tan  ReniM- 
Ia«r,  Joacjdi  B.  Varnnm,  Daaial  C.  Vnplanck,  Peleg 
WadnroTlh,  Hann*duka  Willianu,  Nathan  Williami, 
Kkhatd  Winn,  and  Joiepb  Winaton. 

Naii — Willi*  Aliton,  Jun.,  Iiaac  Andcnon,  David 
Bard,  JoKph  Barker,  BnrwellBaaactt,  George  M.  Bed- 
iogai,  Robert  Brown,  William  Bntler,  Chiiatopher 
ClaiL,  Joeeph  CUj,  William  Dicluon,  Eliu  Earls, 
Peter  Btrtj,  Peteiaan  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Iiaiah 
L.  Green,  J<^  Hamilton,  Michael  Lei1},  Tho>.  Moore, 
Roger  Nelson,  Joieph  H,  Nicholean,  John  Pngh,  John 
Reaof  PenoajlTania,  Jacob  Rtcbarda,  Thomaa  Sand- 
~  ,  John  Bmilie,  Samuel  8mit^, 

haid  Stanford,  Job 
hitehill,  and  Band  R.  WtUianu. 

On  (he  qnealion  that  the  House  do  agree  with 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in  their  agree- 
meat  to  (be  tecond  of  the  laid  reioluiioDa,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  Rffinnative — yeas  91,  aays  81,  u 

Tijt* — Evan  AUiandct,  Willis  Alston, jnn.,  Josn^ 
Barker,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Bamabaa  Bidwell,  Wil- 
liam Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jun.,  TbMnas  Blount, 
James  H.  Broom,  Robert  Brown,  Wiltiun  Bntler, 
J<ibn  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Chria- 
topher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jonioi, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonaid  Connglon, 
Jacob  Crownin shield,  Ridiard  Cutis,  Em  Baibj,  John 
Dawson,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Eaile,  Peter  Early, 
Jamaa  Elliot,  Ebeneier  Elmej,  William  Eh,  John  W.. 
Eppes,  William  Findlejr,  James  Piak,  John  Powlor, 
Charloa  Ooldaborongh,  Petetaon  Goodwyn,  Aitdrew 
Otsgg,  laaiah  L.  Green,  Klia  Hala^,  John  Hamilton, 
Beth  Hastings.  Willism  Helms,  David  Holmes,  David 
Bough.  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jonea,  Thomas  Ke- 
■an,  Michael  I^b,  Jos^h  Lewia,  jnn.,  Dnncan  Mac- 
Farland.  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masteri,  William  Mc- 
Cmen,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Mor- 
MW,  O.  8.  Mumford,  J.  Nelaon,  R.  Nelson,  T.  Newton, 

S^  Joeeph  H.  Nicholaon,  Gideon  Clin,  itAa  Pngh, 
□  Rea  of  Pennajlvania,  John  Rhea  of  TennesMO, 
John  RuMell,  Peter  Sailly,  l^iomas  Sammons,  Mar- 
tin G.  Schnneman,  Ebeneier  8ea*er,  Jidin  Smilie,  John 
Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  Henrf 
*  Southard,  Tbomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph 
Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart,  Samuel  Tenney,  David 
Thomas.  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Traej,  Abnun 
Trigg,  PhUip  Van  Cortlandt,  Daniel  O.  Veiplanck, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  Mannadnka  Williams,  Nathan 
WUUaios,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winaton. 

Naii — laaac  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Bqrwell  Bas- 
sett,  Silas  Betlon,  Martin  Chittenden.  Samuel  W.  Da- 
na, Jobn  Davenport,  jr.,  Caleb  £lh>,  Edwin  Gray,  Jon- 
athui  0.  Moself,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Jacob  Richards, 
lliomaB  Sandford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Stnr- 


the  Gommittet  of  tbe  whole  House  in 
.^reetncDt  to  tbe  third  and  last  of  the  said  resolu- 
tioDB,  it  was  reiolved  in  the  affirmaliTe — yeas  72, 
may*  31,  aa  followi : 


Til* — Evan  Aleiander,  Willis  Alaton,  Jan.,  1mm 
Andenrau,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Bstkor,  Barwell  Bas- 
sett,  George  M.  Badinger,  Barnabas  Bidwdl,  William 
Blackledge,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blonnt,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Chiislo- 
Sir  Claik,  Joseph  Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Lnnaid 
rington,  Jaecd)  Crowninshield,  Ezra  Darby,  John 
Davraon,  WtUiam  Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  Jamea  Elbot, 
Ebeneier  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Piodl^, 
Jamei  Fisk,  Jobn  Fowler,  Peterson  Goodvryn,  Edwin 
Gray,  Andraw  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halaej, 
John  Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  Walter  toaem,  ThsoM 
Kenan,  Michael  Leib,  Dnncan  MacFaHand,  Robot 
Marion,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  JenauA 
Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Joaei^  H.  Nic^ 
Olson,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pngh,  John  Res  of  FeonayV- 
vania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards.  John 
Russell,  Thomas  Sandfbrd,  Martin  G.  Schnneman.  Eh- 
eneaer  Beaver,  Jamea  Sloan,  Jobn  Snulie,  John  Smiil^ 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  ThomM  SpalAag, 
Richard  Stanfind,  Joseph  Stanton,  Abran  Tr^K'  ^ 
seph  B.  Vamaai,  John  WhtlaUll,  Robert  WhitdiilV 
David  B.  WOliama,  Maimaduke  Williams,  BBd  Jsaqik 
Winston. 

NxTs-^amea  M.  Btoom,  John  Campbell,  George 
ClintoD,jiinior,OrdtardCaok,Ssmael  W.  Daaa,JeJ^ 
Davenport,  junior,  Cald>  Ellis,  William  Ely,  Cbails* 
Qoldsborou^,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Hough,  Jaaeph 
Lewis,  junior,  Matthew  Ljon,  Josiah  Maslais,  William 
McCreery,  Jonathan  O.  Uoaely,  Guidon  B,  ifamfoid, 
Jeramiah  Nelson,  Thmnas  Newton,  jnnior,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jnn.,  Peter  SsUly,  Thomas  Sammoas,  John  Col- 
ton  Smith,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Sam- 
uel Taggart,  Benjamin  TaDmadge,  Samod  Tenney, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cortr 
laudt,  Killian  K.  Tan  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  To- 
idanck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  Nathan  Williams. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  billa,  be  brooeht  in, 

fiarauant  to  the  first  and  Mcond  of  ijxe  said  reso- 
atioDs ;  and  that  Mr.  Dawson,  Mr.  Nathih  Wil- 
UAM8,  Mr.  Ely,  Mr.  BuouitT,  Mr.  JosbphClat, 
Mr.  Darbt,  and  Mr.  Fibk,  do  preiHue  and  btii% 
in  the  lame. 

Wed  NEB  DAY,  MaTch  2& 

The  bill  tent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  explain  the  fifth  Heetion  of  an  ael^  entitltd  'As 
act  to  diride  the  Indiana  Territory  loio  two  sep- 
arate government*,"  was  commiiiedioaCoaimit- 
tee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Roobb  Nbi.8on, 

Jtaolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  or- 
ganizatioD  of  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Co- 
Iambi  a." 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Roobb  Nelson,  Mr.  Johh 
Smith,  and  Mr.  Elt,  be  appointed  a  committee 
pursuant  to  said  resolution. 

Mr.  Sobh  RAtiDoi.pa  preaeoied  to  the  Home 
two  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitant*  of  Randolph 
and  Saint  Clair  counties,  in  the  Indiana  Territo- 
ry, wbich  were  read,  praying  that  tbe  said  Terri- 
tory may  be  dividea  into  two  separaie  garan- 
meats;  and  that  slave* may  be  permitted,  by  law, 
to  be  brought  inio  the  said  Territory. — Referted 
to  (be  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom 
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wu  commiued,  od  the  fourleeDtb  ulticno,  ihe  re- 
port of  Ihe  commillee  on  the  leller  of  William 
Henry  Harrison  ;  a  memorial  of  Ihe  Legislalive 
Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  tbe 
Indiana  Territory;  and  sereral  petitions  of  sundry 
inhabitBDia  of  the  said  Territory. 

Mr.-GREGO,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
liacds,  10  whom  WHS  committed,  on  the  seven- 
teenih  instant,  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled- "An  act  to  aatborize  life  State  of  Teooessee 
to  issue  grants,  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  lo  va- 
cant and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same," 
reported  to  the  House  their  agreement  to  the 
same,  with  several  amendments :  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  laid  ameadcaents,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Thomas  M.  Rahdolpb,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  tbe  fourth  of  Ifecember  last,  on 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House 
of  Repcesenlatives  of  the  Missis-sippi  Territory, 
stnd  on  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
said  Territory,  made  a  furtiier  report  thereon ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  tbe  whole  House  on  Monday 
next. 

Mt.  Parke  presented  to  the  House  a  petition 
of  John  Cleghorn,  of  the  Indiana  Territory, 
'wbicb  was  read,  praying  that  the  benefits  of  the 
act,  passed  on  the  thud  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  one,  entitled  "An 


ir  eraoting  lands  to  the  inbabitants  and 
tiers  at  Vincennes  and  the  Illinois  conotry,  in  the 
Territory  Nonhweat  of  the  Ohio,  and  for  con- 
firming them  in  their  possesiiona,"  may  be  ex- 
tended to  the  petitioner,  lor  the  reasons  therein  set 
forth. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendment  disa- 
greed to  by  this  Hoase  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of  the 
officers  oT  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tires,"  and  desire  a  conference  with  ibis  House  on 
the  subject-matter  of  the  said  amendment;  lo 
which  conference  the  Senate  have  appointed  man- 
agers on  their  part.  The  Senate  recede  from 
their  first  amendment,  disagreed  to  by  this  House, 
to  the  bill,  entitled  '-Ao  act  for  establishing  rules 
and  articles  for  the  government  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  Slates,"  and  insist  upon  their  second 
amendment,  disagreed  to  by  ibis  House  to  the 
said  bill,  and  desire  a  conference  with  this  House 
OQ  the  subject-matter  of  tbe  said  amendment ;  to 
which  conference  the  Senate  have  appointed 
managers  on  their  part. 

CBBDIT'  on  public  LANDa 
Mr.  Blacki.edob. — From  ihe  best  iaformaiien 
I  have  been  able  to  collect,  by  an  examination  of 
the  documents  laid  on  our  table,  as  well  as  bvcon- 
reraation  with  gentlemen  belter  acquainted  with 
the  subject  than  myself,  I  Qnd  tbat,  from  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands  already  made,  there  will  be 
to  be  collected  in  tbe  course  of  about  four  years, 
upward  of  two  million  of  dollars ;  from  the  same 


soorces  of  information  I  likewise  learn,  that,  in 
the  course  of  the  present  year,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio  only,  upward  of  two  hundred  tbonsanddoir 
lars  are  to  be  paid,  or  the  lands  must  be  sold  to 
raise  the  balances  from,  tbe  persons  owing  thia 
enormous  sum,  and  that  sales  for  a  part  of  it  are 
to  commence  in  this  or  the  next  month.  The 
petitions  presented  to  Congress  at  this  session, 
praying  for  an  extension  of  credit  for  tbebalances 
due  from  tbe  petitioners,  and  depicting  ibe  dia- 
tresses  to  which  many  must  be  reduced  if  our 
laws  are  rigidly  enforced,  ought  to  draw  our  at- 
tention to  what  is  to  he  tbe  probable  consequences 
of  a  system,  which,  in  practice,  is  found  likely  to 
bring  largely  in  dent  to  the  Government  so  con- 
siderable a  proportion  of  the  citizens  of  any  sec- 
tion of  the  Union.  To  my  mind,  there  is  nothing 
more  obvious  than  that  if^ihe  present  system  of 
selling  our  lands  is  persevered  in,  the  peace  of  the 
Union  may  and  probably  will  not  be  preserved. 
Men  who  have  paid  three-fourths,  or,  perbapi. 
more,  of  the  purcnase  money  for  their  lands,  ana 
spent  several  years  hard  labor  io  improving  them, 
cannot  feel  very  strongly  attached — nay,  mn»t 
feel  an  av^sion — to  a  Oovernment,  whose  rigid 
policy,  in  consequence  of  their  having  failed  to 
pay  the  balance  which  may  be  due,  takes  from 
thtim  not  only  their  lands  and  improvements,  bat 
even  refuses  to  refund  that  portion  of  the  purchase 
money  which  may  have  been  paid.  Let  the  num- 
ber of  persons  of  this  description  increase  to  that 
extent  to  which  onr  present  system  naturally 
leads,  and  I  fear,  sir,  it  will  be  impossible  to  en- 
force your  laws.  No  man  will  dare  to  bid  at  your 
sales;  his  life  may  be  in  danger  if  he  does;  and 
though  the  lands,  in  such  cases,  would  revert  to 
the  Government,  what  good  would  it  do  them  7 
The  first  purchaser  is  in  possession,  and  the  spirit 
of  the  community  in  which  he  lives  is  in  favor  of 
his  holding  it.  To  evict  him,  you  must  resort  to 
force,  the  consequences  of  which  are  too  obviona 
to  need  description.  A  committee  of  this  Houae 
has  already  decided  the  principle,  that  it  would 
be  improper  to  grant  a  longer  indulgence  to  thoae 
whose  time  of  credit  has  expired.  To  have  de- 
cided Dtberwise  would  have  been  to  adopt  toward 
poor  debtors  for  the  purchase  of  your  lands,  a. 
practice  directly  contrary  from  that  which,  under 
similar  circumstances  of  hardship,  has  been  uni- 
formly observed  toward  your  debtors  at  the  cus- 
tom-houses; a  distinction  which  cannot,  as  I 
conceive,  be  justified  by  any  principle  of  policy 
or  justice.  I  know  of  no  way  by  which  theeviia 
tobeapprehended  can  be  so  efiectually  averted  as 
to  pnt  a  atop  10  the  practice  of  selling  the  public 
lands  on  credit;  and  with  the  view  of  bringing  the 
sabject  before  Congress,  and  aacertaining  their 
opinion  npon  it,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  tollow- 
ing  resolution : 

Semhed,  That  the  Cammitt«e  on  the  Public  Linda- 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  aipediency  of  repeal- 
ing all  such  psrCa  of  the  aeveitl  sets  for  the  sale  of  the 
lands  or  the  United  States  u  autboiizes  a  credit  on 
any  part  of  the  purchase  maney,  and  that  they  report 
their  0]Mnion  thereupon. 

Mr.  Newtoh  moved  an  amendment,  going  to 
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refer  Ihis  resoluiion  to  Ihe  Cocnniiitee  of  Ways 
and  Means;  which  did  not  prerati— ayes  13; 
wheo  the  resoluiion  was  agreed  <o  witboat  a 
dirisioa. 

IMPORTATION  OF  BRITI8H  GOODS. 

The  bill  to  piohibit  the  iroporiaiion  of  ceTiein 
British  goods,  wares,  and  mercbaadite,  was  read 
Ihe  ibinftime. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  on  its 

Mr,  J,  RiSDOLPH.— I  was  abont  myself  to  ask 
for  ibe  yeas  and  Days;  bnt  before  ibey  arelfiken  on 
the  bill,  I  wish  some  of  its  framers,  if  indeed  it 
has  any  within  these  walls,  would  step  forward 
and  inform  what  evidence  is  to  be  oflered  to  a 
jury  to  decide  whether  m  giren  yard  of  broad- 
cloth has  been  manufactured  in  Britain  or  Ireland. 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  efficieocy  and 
dignity  ;  bat  nerer  in  the  course  of  my  life  hare 
I  witnessed  sucb  a  scene  of  indignity  and  ineffi- 
ciency as  ibis  measure  holds  forth  to  the  world. 
What  is  it  ?  A  milk-and-water  bill,  a  dose  of 
chicken  broth  to  be  taken  nine  miaths  hence. 
Good  Qod  1  is  it  possible  that  gentlemen  belicTe 
it  will  be  iocompetenl  for  Congress  at  the  next 
■essioD  to  cook  upsuch  a  dish  as  this?  for  1  hope 
Congress  will  meet  before  or  abont  the  15tb  of 
November,  and  that  an  adjournment  will  not  be 
made  to  the  beginning  of  Decembra.  Is  there  such 
a  differeuce  of  time  between  those  periods  as  to 
justify  a  resort  to  these  naeasnres  now?  It  is  the 
merest  brvtum  fidmen  I  erer  beard.  It  is  too 
contemptible  to  be  the  object  of  consideraiionsOr 
to  excite  the  feelings  of  [be  pettiest  State  in  Eu- 
rope. If  we  wish  to  throw  the  di^race  off  our 
•houlders,  let  us  throw  this  bill  off  our  tables. 
This  is  the  strong  measure !  this  is  the  imposing 
«tiiude  we  have  taken  1  You  cannot  do  with- 
out the  next  Springand  Pall  importations;  and 
Ion  tell  yunr  adversary  so.  You  multiply  custom- 
ouse  oaths,  and  give  a  bounty  to  perjury.  Ex- 
cept in  respMI  to  ensiom-house  oaths,  there  is  not 
«  provision  in  the  bill  worth  a  tkrlhing.  la  it 
possible  for  a  deliberative  bodr  thus  to  trine  with 
the  nation  t — with  powers  with  which  ther  have 
been  invented  for  wisest  purposes ;  and  to  hold 
out  a  temptation  to  the  violation  of  laws  1  for  it 
i  impossible  to  pass  a  law  more  teeming  with 
mischief — a  law  which,  while  it  opens  a  door  to 
perjury,  cannot  be  executed,  and  than  the  execu- 
tion of  which  nothing  is  farther  from  the  minds 
of  its  framers.  It  is  indeed  inefficiency  itself;  it 
can  never  be  executed.  I  have  beard  much  said 
in  the  lobby,  since  I  came  into  the  House,  of  giv- 
ioe  up  our  own  opinions  in  deference  to  those  of 
Others.  Let  those  who  make  this  declaration  ^ive 
np  their  opinions.  But  in  my  opinion  the  times 
call  for  a  far  different  thing  from  unanimity. 
They  may  indeed  call  for  union,  but  the  mea- 
aares  proposed  ought  to  be  wise  and  efficient— 
they  call  for  principle— for  independence— for 
gentlemen  in  this  House  voting  in  correspondence 
to .  the  opinions  they  avow  out  of  doors,  and  not 
for  their  being  whiptin  by  the  ttnderlings  of  Oov- 
«raoaeat~for  assuming  a  manly  attitude— for  a 


far  different  procedure  from  the  bill  on  your  table. 
Will  gentlemen  allow  nothine  to  a  chaageo^ci^ 
cumstancesin  Europe?  We  have  received  a  re. 
cent  communication  from  that  quarter.  Will 
they  pay  no  attention  lo  its  contents  ?  WUlthey, 
instead  of  this,  go  on  in  their  political  go-c>n.m 
one  incessant  round,  without  attending  to  time  m 
circumstance  ?  And  now  I  am  speakiDg  on  tfaii 
subject,  I  must  request  those  commiuiicaiioos  be 

Mr.  Sfcakdr  said  they  were  confidential. 

Mr.  y  Rahdolpb. — I  hope  they  iriUberet^ 
whether  they  be  confidential  or  Dot. 

Mr.  Speaker. — They  are  not  id  poncnion  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph.— I  hope  they  will  be  sent  for, 
and  that  they  wilt  be  read. 

The  Sfeakeb  repeated  that  they  weic  not  be- 
fore the  Houses 

Mr.  Cloptos.— Mr.  Spc^er  I  rlae  with  a  view 
of  submitting  a  few,  and  but  a  few  remarks  to  the 
Hoose  on  the  passage  of  this  bill.  I  am  aft«id, 
however,  that  my  voice,  oatursllv  feeble,  and  len- 
dered  much  more  so  by  a  painful,  exeinciaiing 
indisposition,  which  has  detained  me  from  this 
House  many  weeks,  will  not  admit  of  a  degree  of 
utterance  sufficient  to  be  heard  thronghoni  tlie 
whole  even  of  those  few  remarks.  Until  yesterday 
I  have  not  been  able  to  come  to  tbeHonsefbr  more 
than  seven  weeks;  and^on  thatday.the  debiliiafed 
state  of  my  frame  admitted  not  of  my  continnance 
at  the  House  but  for  a  very  short  time.  For  these 
reasons  I  shall  feel  the  more  thankful  to  the 
House  for  a  patient  attention.  During  part  of  the 
time  which  has  elapsed  in  my  absence  from  the 
House,  a  resolntion  of  very  great  importance  was 
discussed  and  passed  by  without  a  rote.  The 
bill  DOW  before  yon  is  one  brought  in,  as  f  under- 
stand, pursuant  to  another  resolution  which  has 
been  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Sir,  1  shall  vote  for  this  bill,  not  because  I  be- 
lieve it  is  calculated  to  be  as  eSectaal  towards 
obtaining  the  objects  sought  for,  as  a  measnie 
might  tR,  grounded  on  the  resolution  which  has 
been  discussed:  I  mean  the  resolution  sobmiited 


be  less  likely  to  give  offence  to  the  oaiion  on  whom 
it  is  10  operate,  Bvery  argument  against  that  res- 
olution predicated  on  apprehensions  of  its  offen- 
sive tenuency  towards  that  nation,  would,  in  my 
opinion,  be  equally  as  proper  sninsi  diis  bill  as 
against  that  resolution.  But  all  argoroent  of  this 
sort  I  utterlv  disclaim,  whether  applied  to  theMie 
case  or  to  the  other.  However,  there  seems  to 
have  arisen,  from  apprehensions  of  that  kind,  a 
degree  of  reluctance  in  some  genileaaea  as  to 
resorting  to  any  measure  of  the  naiore  of  tbti 
proposed  in  this  bill.  And  why  so7  What,  I 
would  ask,  is  the  silualion  of  the  United  Sutes? 
Are  they  still  in  a  state  of  colonization  to  Great 
Britain?  Are  they  under  subjection  to  the  arbi- 
trary rale  and  dominion  of  that  country?  Are 
they  bound  to  receive  law  from  the  British  Pw- 
liament,  from  the  British  Ministry,  or  from  a  Brit- 
ish Court  of  Admiralty?    OrdolJteyholda  tank 
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in  the  tcBle  of  iadependent  DsrioDs,?  ir  tbey  do 
hold  any  sach  rank,  have  they,  or  have  ihey  Dot, 
a  rigbl  to  make  rules  and  regnlatioDa  id  rf  spect 
to  their  commerce  with  other  couniries?  lo  mak- 
ing their  coTOmprcial  arrasgementa,  bave  they 
not  B  light  to  withhold  their  irade  either  in  whole 
oi  in  part,  from  any  coaolry  whatever,  if  tbey 
h&ve  reason  so  to  do?  !f  they  really  have  a  claim 
to  be  conaidered  as  a  nation;  if  ihey  do  exist  aa  a 
people  haviae  thefr  x>wn  Qorernment  indepen- 
dem  of  all  other  QorerDmenta,  lucb  a  Hght  can- 
not be  disputed;  it  ia  clear,  it  ia  in  con  testable. 
"Wfaat  canie  of  offmce,  thenjCan  be  giTen  bj  the 
exercise  of  such  a  right  1  What  cause  of  offence 
will  be  given  by  the  United  States,  should  ihey 
■withhold  their  trade  from  any  nation  apon  earth  ? 
None,  air.  The  right  being  clearand  unquestioo- 
tionabJe,  aneh  an  exercise  of  it  canDot  be  any  jast 
caase  of  offence. 

It  seems,  howerer.  to  have  been  apprehended 
by  aome  geotiemeu  that,  whether  it  be  jast  cause 
of  offence  or  not.  Great  Britain  will  take  offence 
should  any  such  measure  be  adopted.  And,  sir, 
has  ii  not  been  suggested  that  the  United  States 
'woutd  do  well  to  refrain  from  taking  such  a  meas- 
ure rather  than  incut  the  displeasure  of  that  na- 
tiont  If  such  suggestions  have  transpired,  I  must, 
with  all  the  powers  of  my  soul,  disclaim  theseoti- 
meot.  What  1  forbear  to  do  what  we  have  a 
lawful  fight  to  do,  and  what  does  not,  by  any 
manner  of  means,  interfere  with  the  rights  of  otb- 
era,  through  fear  of  offendins  Oreal  Britain  there- 
by !  Sir,  is  the  blood  which  flowed  in  onr  reins 
thirty  years  ago  entirely  dissipated?  If  it  is  not, 
if  there  be  one  drop  remaining,  sorely  that  drop 
is,  Boffieieni  to  excite  an  indignant  renunciation, 
an  a  tier  abhorrence  of  ^uch  a  sentiment.  What 
is  fear?  1«  it  a  quality  or  a  property  of  the  hu- 
loan  seal?  If  it  be  sneh  a  qaahty  or  property, 
O  let  it  be  eternally  discarded  from  the  American 
breast  1  Let  it  be  driven  to  those  dark  and  gloomy 
regions  where  the  iron  hand  of  despotism  strikes 
to  the  ground  everythina;  which  would  attempt ._ 
raise  itself  above  that  leretl  There  alone  ii  its 
proper  element ;  there  it  is  a  principle  of  Govern- 
ment petTHding  the  melancholy  groups,  who  drag 
on  through  life  under  a  load  of  wretchedness, 
marking  their  dismal  course  by  the  clanking  of 
their  chains.  Wherever  it  prevails  it  pollutes; 
it  poisons  the  fountain  whence  flows  everything 
noble  and  excellent  in  man.  Infected  with  it,  hts 
native  dignity  vanisbes  from  him,  and  all 
ffreatoeaa  topples  downward  aid  sinks  into  the 
3tist.    ' 

Bat  wherefore,  sir,  for  what  tmrpose,  should 
this  fear  of  offending  Great  Briiam  be  indnt^ed  1 
It  shonld  be  iodulzcd,  it  seems,  lest  Great  Britain, 
taking  offence  at  tne  adoption  of  such  a  meanure, 
should  wage  war  against  the  United  Stales.  Sir, 
that  nation  (it  is  acknowledged  on  all  sides)  has 
committed  manifold  ontrageous  violations  on  the 
rights  of  this  coontiy,  and  of  many  of  its  citizens, 
and  continues  to  porane  that  wrongful  conrie.  If, 
in  vindication  ot  those  rights,  the  United  States 
should  adopt  a  measure  psrfecllv  lawful,  and  tuch 
'      '  '  (  eligtble;  and  if,  in 


IS  appears  to  them  ihe  e 


consequence  of  that  measure.  Great  Britain,  to 
complete  faer  system  of  iniquity,  should  choose  to 
go  further  and  make  war  against  this  couniry,  he 
"  ~~,  The  United  States  will  hare  done  nothing 
!  than  what  it  was  their  duty  to  do )  and.  ia 
nalBitce  of  this  bill,  perhaps  they  will  not 
have  done  as  much.  The  measure  is  perfectly 
lawful,  perfectly  Just,  and  contains  in  itself  noth- 
ing iocompHlible  with  principles  strictly  pacific 
Should  such  be  the  consequence,  I  do  not  believe 
that  in  the  war  (which  would  he  merely  a  naval 
one)  the  advantage  on  the  side  of  that  country 
would  be  so  great  as  seems  to  have  been  appre- 
hended by  some  gentlemen.  I  rather  believe  that 
OUT  commerce  would  not  be  annoyed  in  a  greater 
degree  than  might  be  retaliated  on  her  commerce. 
Here,  sir  let  me  not  be  misunderstood  ;  let  it  not 
be  thought  that  I  feel  a  wish  for  war.  Far,  very 
far  from  it.  I  deprecate  that  great  evil,  that 
scourge  of  the  human  kind.  I  entertain  a  pect^ 
liar  aversion  to  every  species  of  warfare,  as  I 
always  have  eoieriaiued  an  aversion  to  it.  But 
I  mean  here  to  make  a  disiioctian  between  a  dis- 

Sosiiion  to  seek  after,  or  to  provoke  war,  and  that 
isposition,  which,  although  it  wishes  to  avoid 
war,  is  Dot  afraid  to  meet  it,  should  it  be  wantonly 
and  unjustly  waged  against  our  country.  I  mean 
here  to  declare  it  to  be  my  opinion,  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  ought  not  lo  shrink  from  a  lawfufeier- 
cise  of  their  own  rishts  of  independence,  through 
fear  of  incurring  tne  displeasure  of  any  nation 
upon  earth,  lest  that  nation,  under  the  inSueocs 
of  such  displeasure,  should  mske  war  against  this 
cODOtry;  and  I  mean  here  to  express  my  wish 
and  my  hope  that  they  will  exercise  those  righta 
of  indepeoJence. 

But,  sir,  do  I  think  that  such  a  measure  (Mr. 
O.'s  resolution)  would  induce  Great  Britain  to 
wage  war  against  the  United  States?  No,  sir,  I 
am  as  fkr  from  thinking  so  as  I  am  from  wishing 
that  it  should  be  so ;  and  T  can  truly  say,  that  no 
man  upon  earth  can  be  farther  from  desiring  such 
ao  event  This  country  affords  a  great  market 
for  a  vast  portion  of  British  manufactures.  Ex- 
clude those  manufactures  from  this  market,  and 
the  effect  would  be  immediately  felt  throughout 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Such, 
in  my  opinion,  would  be  the  effect  that  their  Gov- 
ernment would  feel  much  stronger  ioducemenls 
to  relinquish  their  agressions  than  to  pursue  them 
or  to  make  war  against  the  United  States.  Ex- 
clude those  manuTsciures  from  this  market,  and 
thousands  and  tens  of  ihousandi  of  their  manufao 
turina;  subjects  would  soon  be  teen  trembling  witb 
awful  apprehensions  of  famine.  Volumes  of  re- 
monstrances,  aimoai  with  the  rapidity  of  the 
winds,  would  be  poured  in  and  laid  at  tbe  foot  of 
the  Throne;  thelanguaKe  of  such  remonstrances 
would  be  such  as  to  strike  the  souls  of  their  Min- 
istry with  terror  and  dismay.  To  stop  the  pro- 
gress of  discontent,  disaffection,  and  consequent 
insurrection,  I  do  believe  that  they  would  hasten 
to  relinquish  their  pernicious  and  iniquitous  sys- 
tem. Thus  the  commotions  of  their  own  subjects 
would  drive  them  from  the  pursuit  of  a  course  of 
aggression,  from  which,  scarcely  any  other  event 
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coQid  divert  them ;  mod  lh«ir  own  feara  would 
produce  ibat  justice  to  us,  wbicb  might  perhaps 
ID  Tain  be  expected  to  be  brought  ahout  bjr  any 
other  means.  Thus  far  we  should  be  secured 
aninst  w^r,  from  causes  arising  amoog  them- 
■dves. 

Among  other  obieciions  to  snch  a  measure,  it 
has  becD  suggested  that  the  measure  would  aid 
the  ambitious  views  of  France,  by  (hrowiofcthe 
weigh!  of  Ihe  United  Slates  in  her  scale.  How, 
■ir,  would  this  be  done?  Nobodf,  I  believe,  enter- 
tains a  thought  of  entering  into  an  alliance,  either 
offensive  or  defensive,  with  the  reigning  Emperor 
of  France.  How,  then  would  such  an  event  b« 
brousht  aboutl  On  a  supposition,  it  seems,  that 
the  United  Slates  would  certainly  be  engaged  in 
B  war  with  Great  Britain.  Equally  foreigu  is  it, 
I  believe,  from  the  iDlentiao  of  any  one  to  make 
war  against  that  nation,  and  thereby  increase  the 
weight  of  Bonaparte  in  the  scale  of  war  against 
his  erest  antagonist  In  what  manner,  (hen, 
would  ihisaccumulation  of  weight  in  his  scale  be 
effected,  by  which  he  would  be  enabled  taote  easi- 
ly to  crush  his  adversary  7  Why,  truly,  in  one 
and  one  only  way  (it  has  been  said)  it  would  be 
effected.  That  very  adversary  would  effect  it 
that  very  adversary,  it  seems,  would  throw  oui 
weight  into  his  scale  against  herself,  by  waging 
war  against  us ;  would  herself  be  Ihe  immediate 
cause  of  facilitating  her  owa  downfali.  If,  Mr. 
Chairman,  suchvould  bethecoDsequence,arelhe 
rulers  of  that  nation  so  stupid  and'hlind  that  they 
could  have  no  idea  of  that  consequence?  And, 
while  it  is  plainly  foreseen  on  this  side  of  the  At- 
lantic, they  could  form  no  conception  of  it  7  It 
their  situation  better  known  here  than  it  can  be 
to  themselves  7  Or  are  they  ready,  thus  violently 
and  igaorantly,  to  precipiute  their  own  fate  by 
taking  a  step  lending  to  produce  to  them  that  ca- 
tastrophe, but  which  tendency  they  cannot  per- 
ceive, while  it  is  clearly  comprehended  at  this 
place?  Here,  sir,  permit  me  to  make  use  of  a 
phrase,  which  has  been  before  made  nse  of — 
Qitem  Deue  vuU  perderepriua  dementat.  Is  it 
ascertained  that  they  have  already  arrived  to  that 
state  of  dementation.T  Is  it  ascertained  that  they 
are  completely  prepared  for  destruction,  by  hav- 
ing been  previously  rendered  completely  mad  7 
But,  so  far  from  being  overwhelmed  and  sunit 
into  a  state  of  mental  derangement,  has  not  their 
wisdom  been  a  theme  of  high  eulogium?  1  be- 
lieve it  has.  Without  saying,  however,  how  far 
I  am  willing  to  concur  io  that  eulogium,  I  might 
aafely  admit,  then,  that  a  war  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Briuin  would  afford  to  her  ad- 
versary a  considerable  advantage  in  their  contest ; 
and  that  very  circumstance  secures  the  United 
Slates  from  war  with  Great  Britain,  even  if  she 
should  he  otherwise  disposed  to  wage  it  against 

Id  the  discussion  of  this  important  subject,  two 
interests  have  been  taken  into  view— the  agricul- 
tural interest  and  commercial  interest.  T,  sir,  am 
no  stickler  for  commerce,  Dor  am  I  an  enemy  to 
it.  My  own  individual  Interest  is  agricultural  i 
I  derive  my  subslMence  fiom  the  soil.    Bui  this 


il,  a  great  commercial  eouDirr,  as 
iriaral  one.    The  agricnlinral 


It  is  a  great  rigri  „ 

part  of  the  community  does,  indeed,  ontoumber 
that  of  the  commercial^  jet  I  feel  do  db^mition 
to  shrink  from  a  vindication  of  those  rights  of  tbe 
in  which  appertain  to  commerce.  As  a  na- 
,  it  is  our  duty  to  vindicate  all  its  rights,  and 
the  rights  of  all  its  citizens.  So  loog  as  com- 
merce is  carried  on  by  the  citizens  of  Ue  United 
States,  it  is  their  duty  not  to  abandoo  the  lawfal 
rights  attached ,  to  that  commerce  ;  nor  lo  aban- 
don, without  an  effort,  their  injured,  impr^sed 
seamen,  to  the  fangs  and  lash  of  the  tyrmnts  wbo 
have  outrageously  seized  upon  them  !  The  east- 
ern pans  of  the  Atlantic  States  are  addicted  to 
commercial  habits;  long  have  they  been  ianted 
to  ihem;  we  cannot  break  them  off*  from  those 
habits ;  we  cannot  change  the  genius  oC  the  peo- 
ple. In  the  West,  we  perceive  the  dxwDiDff  of  a 
great  day,  when  the  subjects  of  an  immeoae  trade 
will  be  mfted  along  the  stream  of  the  Mississip- 
pi— be  taanched  into  the  ocean — and  almost  vie, 
in  magnitude  and  in  value,  with  thoae  of  the  At- 
lantic Sutes,  Sir,  we  should  legislate  for  this 
great  nation,  as  it  is;  we  should  asaert  the  various 
rights  appertaining  to  it  aa  an  indepeadent  oatioa ; 
and,  as  far  as  we  can  foresee,  we  aboaid  provide 
for  Its  future  interests  in  the  aiSerent  aiagw  of  ila 
rising  and  progressive  state. 

1  had  iniendi'd,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  make  some 
further  remarks  on  arguments  which  have  beea 
advanced  in  support  of  the  position,  that  war  would 
ensue  from  such  a  measure ;  that  the  consequence 
would  be  fatal  to  the  commerce  and  nary  of 
Ihe  United  States,  and  have  a  tendency  to  se- 
cure to  France  a  superioiity  on  the  ocean.  1  had 
wished,  also,  to  make  a  few  observations  lelalive 
to  the  rights  attached  to  the  vessels  oTa  neuml 
nation  on  the  hkh  seas,  and  to  notice  some  of  the 
pretexts  resorteo  lo  (as  it  is  said)  by  Great  Brit- 
ain, by  way  of  justification  for  the  agnessionaon 
our  commerce,  and  the  impressment  of  American 
seamen.  But  my  present  bodily  infirmities  do 
not  admit  my  proceeding  as  far  as  I  wished^I 
mail,  therefore,  conclude.  As  I  said  before,  sir, 
although  I  do  not  believe  that  this  bill  is  as  wai 
calculated  for  insuring  attainment  of  the  objecla 
sought  for  as  might  have  been,  and,  ther^ore,  mjr 
hopes  of  success  are  not  very  sanguine  j  yet,  be- 
ing not  entirely  without  hope  that  it  may  an* 
swer  the  purpose,  1  shall  vote  for  it. 

[The  following  has  bMU  commimicBled  by  Mx.  Cup- 
Toir,  as  the  subatanoe  of  what  he  had  intamded  to  ad- 
drew  lo  the  House,  in  addition  to  taa  foicgoing  roiuika, 
if  his  healdi  hsd  been  snch  a*  to  have  enabled  him  to 
proceed. — Editobs.j 

The  resolution  which  has  been  discnssed,  hav- 
ing been  declared  lo  have  a  warlike  tendency,  the 
terrors  of  &  wir  with  Great  Britain  have  bees, 
therefore,  set  forth  in  frightful  colors;  and  m 
hare  been  warned,  solemnly  warned,  to  be  cau- 
tious in  taking  a  step  so  much  affecting  the  iater- 
estsof  a  nation,  the  thunder  of  whose  navy,  even 
in  contemplation,  is  awfbl  and  iremcDdoos.  Has 
it  not  been  broogot  forward,  as  an  alarming  con- 
sideration, that  if  the  fleets  of  that  aation  should 
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once  be  directed  agaioat  thia  conady,  not  a  port 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  (oiheot  her  would  be 
left  open?  That  oar  cou»  vould  be  lined  with 
their  ships,  and  not  a  single  American  Tesiel  in  port 
would  be  able  to  steal  ant,  while  all  on  the  ocean 
would  be  captared  or  destroyed  1  The  language 
of  the  opposition  seems  to  have  breathed  uenii' 
meolt  of  this  sort;  and  much  of  the  warning 
which  has  been  given,  appears  to  have  been  di- 
rected entirelv  to  these  points.  They  tell  us  that 
war,  ineriiable  war,  would  be  the  result ;  and  that 
to  the  United  Stales,  the  consequence  would  be 
annihilation  of  their  commerce,  and  speedf  de- 
airoction  to  their  little  mariae.  In  the  warm  and 
solemn  appeals  to  the  vast  oaral  force  of  Eng- 
land, which  has  long  secured  to  her  the  dominion 
of  the  seas,  it  has  bMn  denounced  aa  a  species  of 
maduess  to  attempt  such  a  measure.  Sucb  is  the 
picture  which  has  been  drawn  on  one  side  of  the 
canvass.  To  the  correctness  of  a  part  of  the  por- 
trait I  am  read^  to  subscribe.  I  readily  admit 
that  Qreat  Britain  does  maintain  the  dominion  of 
the  seas.  I  sa^,  further,  she  is  not  sby  nor  back- 
ward in  manifesting  that  circumstance  to  the 
world.  Proud,  haughty,  domineering,  she  makes 
the  inferior  Powers  feel  ber  weight.  She  gives 
law  to  the  whole  maritime  world,  and  she  tyran- 
nizes greatly  indeed.  Yes,  indeed  !  she  plays  the 
tyrant,  and  she  plays  the  tyrant  on  the  commerce 
of  this  country ;  and  these  are  the  outrages  which 
we  complain  of. 

Let  us  now  turn  orerand  look  at  the  other  side 
of  the  canvas*.  Let  us  see  what  is  there  portray- 
ad.  We  there  see  it  sketched  out  that  this  same 
little  navy  of  ours,  although  it  is  to  be  destroyed 
at  an  early  stage  of  the  supposed  contest,  will, 
nevertheless,  enable  France  to  disconcert  all  the 
mighty  naval  machinery  of  England,  to  harass  it 
on  all  sides,  and  evenially  acquire  the  predomi- 
nance i  that  the  great  ocean  will  be  obliged  to  re- 
ceive into  its  bosom  the  Gallic  tyrant  in  place  of 
its  old  master,  England;  that  this  great  leviathan 
of  the  deen  will  be  obliged  to  yield  up  his  long- 
establishea  dominion  to  the  shark  of  France ;  and 
that  new  monarch,  issaing  forth  in  the  vigor  of 
youthful  strength  thus  recently  acquired,  will 
snap  in  twain  everything  he  meets  vrith,  and  reign 
the  terror  of  the  whole  watery  element. 

But  no  more  of  fisuresand  allegorical  allnsions, 
which  have  lately  become  very  fashionable.  In 
plain  English,  the  scene  which  has  been  present- 
ed to  us,  i  take  lo  be  this :  The  apposition  com- 
menced on  the  assumed  position  tnat  the  meas- 
ure was  a  war  mea-iure ;  that  a  war,  a  naval  war, 
would  inevitably  follow  its  adoption.  On  this 
ground  all  the  arguments,  mostly  relied  upon 
seem  to  be  predicated ;  and  are  precisely  adapted 
to  the  opposition,  if  the  resolution  had  contained 
a  direct  declaration  of  war.  In  this  apprehended 
war  we  are  told  that  Oreat  Britain,  by  her  im- 
mense navy,  must  maialain  an  incalculable  ad- 
vaniage  over  this  country;  that  the  commerce 
and  the  navy  of  the  United  States  must,  almost 
immediately,  be  broken  up;  that  indeed  we  should 
be  ■*  swept  at  a  blow  from  the  ocean ;"  and  at  the 
Mme  time  wt  ara  warned  BgoJiut  taking  tvcb  a 


step  on  the  ground  that,  in  such  a  war,  that  is  to 
say,  a  naval  war,  (he  United  States  being  thrown 
into  the  scale  of  France,  might  insure  iis  prepon- 
derance, and  give  to  France  the  dominion  of  the, 
seas.  This  is  to  me  a  paradox  totally  incompre- 
hensible. That  the  United  Stales  should,  at  the 
very  outset  of  the  contest,  be  rendered  totally  in- 
capable of  making  any  head.  a.  sinrle  effort  at  sea, 
and  yet  be  the  efficient  means  of  increasing  the 
naval  power  of  France  (now  comparatively  tri- 
flinn)  so  far  as  to  overbalance  that  of  Oreat  Brit- 
ain, are  positions  which  appear  too  opposite  and 
contradictory  to  be  reconciled.  What !  Totally 
incapable  of  doing  anything,  and  yet  capable  of 
performing  the  wonderful  act  of  bringing  about 
the  subjection  of  eight  hundred  ships  to  the  do- 
minion of  a  few  dozen ! 

But  whether  there  be  war  or  no  war  with  the 
United  Stales,  if  there  be  any  persons  who  are 
anxious  that  the  great  overgrown  naval  power  of 
Qreat  Britain  should  not  be  reduced,  I  think  it  is 
very  probable  that  they  will  have  their  wish;  at 
leait,  according  to  the  ordinary  course  of  human 
aBairs,  no  ground  is  now  presented  whereon  to 
calculate  when  i'Uch  an  event  might  he  expected. 
Yet,  if  such  a  war  shoqld  take  place,  I  have  no 
idea  that  tbe  commerce  or  the  navy  of  the  United 
Slates  would  be  annihilated,  small  as  that  navy 
is,  and  improbable  as  it  is  that  the  weight  of  it  in 
the  scale  of  that  war  would  be  such  an  accession 
as  to  enable  France  to  obtain  a  naval  predomi- 
nancy. I  believe  that  the  enterprising  spirit  of 
individual  adventurers  on  the  pan  of  (he  United 
States  would,  as  I  suggested  before,  countervail 
all  opposing  difficultie?,  and  maintain  a  heavy 
weigbi  in  the  commercial  scale.  Oihpr  channels 
would  be  found,  through  which  commercial  pur- 
suits would  be  conducted.  Small  would  be  the 
sacrifice,  if  any ;  but  it  would  be  a  sacrifice  not 
wilfolly  made  at  the  shrine  of  vain  ambition,  nor 
proceeding  from  unlawful  pursuits.  It  would  be 
a  sacrifice  incidentally  resulting,  bat  not  right- 
fully, from  a  cause  which,  to  maintain,  is  among 
the  noblest  acts  of  a  nation ;  a  manly  assertion  of 
its  legitimate  righls,  in  a  spirit  nntinctured  with 
hosiiFe  views. 

As  lo  ibenavalarmament  of  the  United  Stales, 
although  it  cannot  be,  and  has  not  been,  pretend- 
ed by  any  of  the  friends  of  the  measure,  that  it 
could  contend  with  the  navy  of  Great  Britain, 
yet,  that  it  might  afford  (o  oor  merchant  vessels 
considerable  protection  in  the  vicinity  of  our 
coasts,  and  the  West  Indies,  there  can  be  scarcely 

Whoever  he  is,  on  the  other  band,  who  wishes 
to  see  something  like  a  balance  of  power  on  the 
ocean — an  event  which  might,  very  pTobably, 
sobserve  the  general  interests  of  mankind  and  of 
the  United  State«,  much  beitei^I  cannot  perceive 
any  reason  to  apprehend  that  he  will  soon  be  grat- 
is^. If  Bonaparte  ever  destroys  the  naval  power 
of  Qreat  Britain,  or  weakens  it  bo  far  as  to  acquire 
thesuperiority.  and  succeed  to  the  dominion  of  the 
seas,  he  must  first  destroy  the  British  naiion,  or 
conquer,  or  sobject  it  to  his  own  terms.  Does 
it  therefore  follow,  from  these  sesCimeBls,  that 
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I  WLsb  for  such  an  event  No,  indeed ;  bjr  no 
means.  I  neither  wish  [hat  the  one  should  be 
destroyed,  nor  that  the  other  abould  acquire  ihe 
superiority  at  sea,  as  he  now  holds  it  on  the  land. 
I  am  as  unwilliug  that  the  United  Statei,  in  the 
protecutioD  of  iheii  lawful  pursuits,  should  be  ia- 
■ulied  by  one  tyrant  of  the  seas,  as  that  they 
should  be  insulted  by  another  tyrant  of  the  seas. 
No  matter  who  rules  Ihe  ocean,  a  disposition  to 
ptay  the  tyrant  (bere  will  be  found.  Whoerer 
Dolds  dominion  on  that  eletneiiC,  capricious,  inter- 
«sted  prdeets  will  mark  his  conduct  towards 
others.  The  best,  and  most  eligible  course  for 
^e  United  States  to  pursue,  when  they  meet  with 
such  conduct,  is,  in  my  opinion,  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  are  calculated  most  to  aflect  the  io- 
teresl  of  the  aggressors.  If  this  be  a  sound  rule, 
it  strongly  recommends  the  resolution  which  has 
been  discussed,  as  the  measure  proposed  by  it 
would  deeply  and  ritally  aSect  (he  interest  of 
Great  Britain  ;  while,  as  I  have  said  before,  the 
sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates,  I  really 
think,  would  not  be  such  as  to  afiect  their  inter' 
est  in  any  very  cansiderable  degree. 

If  I  were  disposed  to  do  so,  it  would  be  uoneces- 
aary  at  this  time  to  say  anytaing  as  to  the  aggres- 
sions complaiaed  of,  whetbei  they  are  unwarrant' 
«ble,  and  contrary  to  what  is  called  the  law  of 
nations.  That  they  are  so,  in  a  point,  I  believe 
almost  UDiversally  insisted  upon  by  the  people  of 
this  country.  But  here,  I  will  go  a  little  furtber. 
The  doctrine  which  admits  of  starch  for  enemy's 

EDods,  on  board  the  resaeis  of  a  neutral  on  the 
igh  seas,  and  a  right  to  seize  and  confiscate  such 
goods  whenerer  there  found,  ever  was,  to  my 
view,  a  doctrine  founded  in  power,  and  not  in 
tight — a  doctrine  which  all  the  musty,  volumin- 
ons  compilations  of  the  civilians,  put  together, 
can  never  reconcile  to  the  principles  of  justice. 
Within  whose  jurisdiction  is  the  vessel  ofa  neu.; 
ttal,  when  sailing  on  the  high  seas  t  Is  it  within 
the  jurisdiction,  not  of  the  nation  to  whom  it  be- 
long*,  but,  of  the  belligerent  who  happens  to  meet 
witn  it  on  those  seas  1  Are,  or  are  not,  those  seas 
ft  common  highway,  free  for  the  use  of  all  nationi 
who  may  choose  to  oavigate  them  t  It  is  univer- 
nlly  admitted  that  the y  are,  for  it  would,  indeed, 
be  utterly  absurd  to  deny  it.  Equally  absurd  would 
it  be,  to  deny  that  a  vessel  sailing  on  those  seas 
ia  witbin  the  exclusirejurisdiction  of  the  nation 
tuwhom  it  belongs.  What  right,  then,  has  a  bel- 
ligerent, because  he  happens  to  be  in  a  state  of 
war,  forcibly  to  iovade  the  juiisdictional  limits  of 
B  peaceable  nation,  with  whom  he  has  no  diifer- 
eace?  The  stale  of  war  in  which  he  is,  what- 
ever rights  it  may  give  him  in  relation  to  his 
enemy,  cannot  enlarge  bis  rights  in  respect  to  a 
neutral,  cannot  diminish  the  rigbt  of  that  neutral. 
Upon  no  principle  of  reason  or  justice  can  the 
rights  of  the  neutral  be  aflected  by  the  war.  His 
situation  cannot  be  rightfully  altered  by  either  of 
the  belligerent  parlies,  and  neither  of  them  can 
have  any  more  rightful  authority  to  enter  the 
jurisdiciioual  limits  of  a  neutral  m  time  of  war 
than  in  a  state  of  profound  peace,  for  he  is  in  a 
•iat«  of  peace,  and  all  the  rights  of  peace  remain 


attached  to  him  in  that  state.  The  belligerent  has 
as  much  ri^ht  to  enter  the  warehoases,  or  olhet 
places  within  the  teiritories  of  the  neatral,  seize 
and  make  prize  of  the  goods  of  hia  enemy  found 
there,  as  he  has  to  enter  the  veMela  of  the  neutrml 
on  the  high  teas,  and  to  seize  and  make  prize  of 
the  goods  of  hia  enemy  there  found ;  because, 
the  neatral  nation  has  the  aame  eiclnsive  juria- 
dictioo  OD  hoard  its  vessels  oa  tbe  hi^h  seas,  as  it 
has  within  its  territories.  That  jurisdiction,  in 
both  places,  should  be  equally  sacred  from  inn> 
sioD  by  the  b.^Uigerent,  and  should  equally  protect 
the  ew)da  within  it.  If  such  was  not  the  case,  it 
would  be  nonsense  to  talk  about  a  man  Jtierum. 
The  idea  of  a.  free  tea  would  be  a  mere  bubble. 
The  vast  expaiue  of  waters  forming  tbe  immenae 
ocean,  diflerent  parts  of  which  are  designated  by 
different  names,  and  all,  taken  together,  to  long 
and  so  broad  as  to  encompass  tiro-thirds  of  this 
globe  would  become  a  mere  mare  dautum—a  sea 
abut  up  within  the  jurisdiction  of  that  nation, 
which  ever  it  might  be,  who  has  the  atron^est 
naval  force.  Of  all  the  groundless  doetnaea 
which  ever  were  attempted  to  be  defendetL  from 
the  days  of  Adam  to  the  present  time,  this  is  one 
of  those,  which,  I  do  believe,  can  be  supported 
with  the  least  reason. 

But,  groundless  and  indefensible  as  this  doctrine 
is,  it  has  been  recognised  by  tbe  unfortunate  treaty 
between  tbe  United  States  and  Oreftt  Britain, 
commonly  called  Jay's  Treaty,  and,  therefore, 
while  that  treaty  exists,  the  United  States  are 
en^a^ed  to  admit  the  practice  founded  on  that 
principle.  But  this  does  not  bind  the  United  States 
to  yield  to  the  new  principle  assumed  by  Great 
Britain,  on  which  her  cruisers  capture,  and  hu 
courts  condemn,  American  vessels  and  cargoes 
when  those  cargoes  consist  of  the  prodBCI  of  bet 
enemy's  country,  although  the^  have  become 
American  propeity,  and  are  re-shipped  for  a  mar- 
ket, either  in  toe  mother  country  or  in  a  colony  of 
that  enemy. 

I  have  noticed  the  prineipU  which  denies  protec- 
tion to  the  property  tif  an  enemy  on  board  toe  ves- 
sel of  a  neutral,  as  a  prioeiplB,  which,  I  do  believe, 
the  United  States  otight  lo  teprobate'and  resist,  if 
they  hadnotbonad  thamsdves,  by  treaty,  loadmit 
it.  Muchmoreought  they  toreprobateandresiac 
a  principle  on  which  a  right  is  claimed  by  Qreat 
Britain,  as  a  belligerenti  to  seise  and  condemn 
bona  fide  American  property,  bteausa  that  prop- 
erty, so  far  as  relates-io  the  cargo,  was  of  toe 
growth  or  manu&ctute  of  her  enemy's  country — 
was  brought  into  the  United  States  from  one  part, 
and  reshipped  for  another  part  of  the  dominiona 
of  that  enemy. 

But  the  aggressions  complained  of,  are  commit- 
ted, it.  seems,  on  the  ground  of  necessity.  It  is 
said,  that  Great  Britain  pleads  that  necessity  aa 
her  justification — that,  fighting  for  her  exbteace, 
she  is  under  the  necessity  of  doing  what  she  does — 
of  violating  (wesay)  oui  aeulral  rights.  This  plea 
appears  to  have  been,  in  a  manner,  admitted,  if 
not  as  a  full  and  complete  justification,  at  teaat 
as  a  degree  of  pallifltioo,  and  therefore,  that  tfa« 
priDdpIe  which  hai  been  assumed  by  Great  Biit- 
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BiD,«bould  not  be  BO  strongly  resisted  by  thia  coun- 
try. Here  the  admission  of  (he  plea  is  more  daa- 
¥T0us  than  the  admissioD  of  the  piiociple  itself, 
be  ground  of  necessity  is  s  grouad  so  broad 
and  extensive,  tbat,  upon  any  occasion  whatever, 
some  foothold  may  he  ibund  on  it.  It  is  a  plea 
which  eludes  all  ioTestigalion.  It  is  submitted 
to  ao  tribunal  to  decide  whether  it  shall  he  over- 
ruled, or  not.  It  is  of  that  singular  nature  which 
cannot  be  judged  of  but  by  bim  who  makes  it. 
He  only  is  competent  to  aooiv  what  his  situa- 
tion renders  necessary  for  him  to  do.  An  adinis- 
sion  of  the  plea,  then,  isan  admission  tbat  he  has 
a  tight  to  do  whatever  he  chooses  to  do,  since  his 
choice  is^rounded  on  what  he  deems  to  be  neces- 
sary for  him  to  do.  It  is  the  plea  of  every  tyrant 
npon  earth.  Tfie  despot  who  wantonly  impales 
thousands  of  his  miserable  subjects,  says — it  must 
be  so;  otherwise,  the  throne  would  totter  under 
me.  I  shall  fall  a  victim  to  the  fury  of  an  aggra- 
vated populace,  unless  they  are  constantly  awed 
by  extreme  severity.  A  system  of  tyranny  is  es- 
tablished then,  to  support  that  system  ;  and  to  pre- 
serve the  tyrant,  tnousands  must  be  sacrificed, 
because  the  existing  state  of  things  makes  suck 
sacrifices  necessary.  If  Caligula's  wish  bad  been 
practicable,  and  every  Roman  neck  had  been  ham- 
mered into  one,  that  neck  would  have  been  too 
strong  to  be  bent  under  him,  and,  of  course,  iL 
would  have  been  necessary  to  strike  it  off.  Once 
admit  the  plea  as  a  ground  of  justification,  and 
no  outrage  whatever  will  want  support.  The  plea 
will  never  be  wanting.  It  will  always  be  neces- 
sary to  do  something  or  other — right  or  wrong — 
and  the  necessity  of  the  case  waitanisii.  This 
doctrine  leads  to  evils,  the  extent  of  which,  baffles 
all  human  calculation. 

The  plea  of  necessity  is  made  to  justify  the 
impressment,  ad  tibUum,  of  any  seamen  who 
speak  the  English  laoguage.  It  is.alleged  as  ne- 
cessary to  keep  up  the  complement  of  seamen  for 
their  navy,  and  iney  cannot  distinguish  between 
British  aod  American  sailors.  Having  extended 
their  naval  armament  so  far  as  to  become  the 
scourge  of  the  maritime  world,  they  must  keep 
it  up,  and  to  keep  it  up  they  make  such  indis- 
crimiaale  imprpssments,  otherwise  some  of  their 
ships  must  be  hauled  into  dock  for  want -of  men. 
This  is  a  necessity  which  with  them  justifies 
every  possible  means  made  use  of  to  procure 
men,  aod  on  this  plea  they  seize  American  sea- 
men. But  is  it  possible  that  this  doctrine  can 
find  an  advocate,  except  among  themselves?  Or 
is  it  possible  that  the  enormity  of  the  outrage  can 
be  palliated  in  the  smallest  degree  on  the  ground 
of  such  a  plea?  It  cannot  afford  the  slightest 
shade  of  justification.  In  the  protecution  of  this 
outrage,  they  arroeate  to  themselves  a  right  to 
dispense  with  the  known  established  rules  of  de- 
cision, ID  ascertain  the  truth  of  fads.  The  im- 
pressing officer  seizes  any  seaman  who  speaks  the 
Euglish  language,  and  of  himself,  merely  upon 
that  ground,  determines  tbat  he  is  a  British  sub- 
ject. If  he  could  acquire  a  right  to  make  the 
impressment  in  atiy  case,  he  should  produce  proof 
of  the  fact.    The  ciicumsiaoce  of  the  seaman 


being  found  on  beard  an  American  vessel,  itpri' 
ma  facie  evidence  that  he  ia  an  American  citi- 
zen. The  facility  afforded,  by  similarity  of  lan- 
guage aod  manners^  to  the  British  sailor  of  enter- 
ing on  board  American  vessels,  and  the  difficulty 
of  producing  oo  the  spot  evidence  of  his  subjec- 
tion to  Great  Britain,  cannot  be  rightfully  pleaded 
in  justification  of  the  violence.  These  are  cir- 
cumstances existing  in  depend  en  ily  of  the  coalrol. 
of  either  of  the  nations ;  and  if  some  British  set-, 
men  do  avail  themselves  of  them,  the  inconveni- 
ence to  that  nation,  whatever  it  may  be,  resulla 
from  those  circumstances.  To  remove  that  in-. 
con veni en ce,  there  caonot  exist  any  rightful  au- 
thority to  trample  oti  the  rights  of  American  cit- 
izens, by  a  wanton,  indiscriminate  impressment 
of  every  seaman  speaking  tbe  English  language, 
whom  tlie  impressmg  officer  shall  choose  to  seize. 
Even  on  their  own  principle  of  n on- expatriation, 
without  positive  and  unquestionable  proof  that  tha 
seaman  impressed  is  a  British  subject,  there  caa 
be  DO  shadow  of  just  pretext  for  the  violence, 
even  if  committed  withm  their  own  jurisdiction- 
al limits,  but  when  committed  on  the  high  seas 
ibe  outrage  is  aggravated  by  a  violation  of  the 
rights  of  the  American  flag,  an  invasion  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  T.Newtoh,  jr.— It  is  seldom,  Mr.  Speaker, 
tbat  I  trespass  on  the  lime  of  th«  House.  I  am 
content,  in  most  instances,  in  giving  that  vote, 
which  appears  to  my  understanding  to  be  right 
and  proper.  Residing  in  a  part  of  the  United 
States  which  is  rapidly 'progressing  to  tbe  first 
commercial  station,  and  representing,  as  1  have 
the  honor  to  do,  citizens,  respectable  m  their  dif* 
ferent  vocations  of  farmers,  merchants,  and  me- 
chanics, I  consider  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  me  to 
accompany  my  vote  with  the  reasons  for  it.  It 
becomes  my  duty,  peculiarly,  so  to  act,  as  I  have 
heard  opinions,  to  which  I  cannot  render  my  as-, 
sent,  and  which  have  touched  my  sensibility. 
On  a  great  and  interesting  crisis  in  our  natioiul 
affairs,  it  becomes  tbe  refjresentative  of  a  frM 
people  to  speak  what  he  thinks ;  firmness  and  in-. 
dependence  should  characterize  alt  bis  aciiont. 
The  magnitude,  sir,  of  tbe  subject  demands  a. 
dispassionate  consideration.  1  wilt  endeavor  to 
give  it  a  deliberate  attention.  I  differ  on  this  sat>-. 
ject  from  gentlemen  with  whom  I  have  the  satis- 
faction to  agree  on  most  political  points,  and  with 
whom  lam  in  habits  of  intimacy  and  friendsliip.. 
This  honest  diversity  of  opinion  shall  never  les- 
sen my  respect  for  their  virtues.  It  is  my  desire, 
to  discharge  with  fidelity  my  duty  to  my  country. 
and  with  approbation  to  my  conscience.  I  sbali 
never  pause,  or  remain  inactive,  when  her  pros- 
perity IS  to  be  promoted,  or  aggressioDs  on  her 
rifihts  are  to  be  repelled. 

1  wilt  now,  sir,  offer  my  reasons  for  being  in, 
favor  of  the  bill  on  the  table.  I  confess  it  doe» 
not  altogether  come  up  to  my  wishes.  But  as, 
unanimity  is  more  likely  to  be  the  result  of  tlw 
adoption  of  this  measure  than  any  other  at  thia, 
time,  I  am  willing  to  pare  away  someihing  from 
my  opinion  to  obtain  it.  I  look  forward  to  strong- 
er toned  measures,  should  the  present  prove  iod*- 
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ficieol.  What  coocurreucB  of' 
events  have  constraiDed  us  to  take  ihis  meaaure? 
Let  facta  speak  our  justification.  Let  us  recur 
to  the  history  of  America,  aod  inquire  wbether 
we  have  received  froia  Gieat  BritaiD  that  justice 
and  decorous  demeanor  to  which  as  an  independ- 
ent nation  we  are  entitled.  1  will  omit  insiEiiog 
on  the  refusal  to  deliver  to  us  the  Western  posts, 
in  conformity  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treatjr  of 
1783.  The  expensive  Indian  wan  whicb  grew 
out  of  that  act  of  violated  faith  I  will  likewise 
omit,  insisting  on  her  repeated  refusals  to  enter 
into  cornmereial  anaogements  with  us.  I  wilt 
also  pass  over  the  Treaty  of  1794— that  hydra  of 
all  our  calamities — without  a  comment.  It  is  to 
the  events,  since  the  year  1793,  at  which  time 
hostilities  eommeQced  between  Qreat  Britain  and 
France,  that  I  shall  direct  my  attention.  I  ask 
gentlemen  to  recollect  the  orders  issued  at  difier- 
nnt  periods  of  time  from  her  cabinet,  and  the 
olandesiine  manner  of  their  ezecuiion.  While 
the  ships  of  our  citizens  were  navigating  the 
oeean^  pursuing  under  the  protection  of  the  laws 
of  nations  and  the  neutral  ^g,  a  just  and  rightful 
commerce,  they  were  captured  and  condemned. 
The  first  notice  our  merchants  and  navigators 
had  of  the  existence  of  such  orders,  were  from 
the  cruisers  that  captured  their  vessels.  Have 
not  our  citizens  been  subjected  to  the  most  degra- 
ding and  humiliating  insults  and  injuries  1  lAve 
not  our  coasts  been  constantly  lined  with  cruisers 
of  every  description  f  Have  we  not  had  spies 
in  our  seaports  to  give  'information  of  the  desti- 
nation of  vessel*,  and  the  value  of  their  cargoes  1 
Has  not  our  jurisdiction  been  invaded,  and  nets 
therein  performed,  in  violation  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  nation  1  I  refer  to  the  case  of  seamen  im- 
pressed in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  and  the  in- 
■nlt  not  long  since  oflered  to  the  Slate  of  Rhode 
IilaQd  by  the  commander  of  a  ship  of  war. 
Have  not  the  laws  of  national  intercourse  been 
wantonly,  and  without  provocation,  trampled 
under  foot,  and  unrestrained  plunder  made  the 
order  of  tne  dajf  Has  not  onr  flag,  which 
gives  to  us  jurisdiction  over  whatever  portion 
of  the  ocean  it  covers,  and  ought  likewise  to 
give  wcurity  to  out  citizens  aad  their  property, 
received  every  indignity  and  outrage  t  Has  not 
the  right  of  search  and  examination  in  tbe  most 
■hameless  manner  been  abused,  and  our  mer- 
ehants  subjected  to  immense  losses,  and  their 
TMsels  to  vexations  deientionsi  Are  not  our 
brave  and  generous  seamen  impressed  and  forced 
into  her  service  t  And  have  not  the  late  decisions 
of  the  Admiralty  Courts  narrowed  and  pared 
away  our  commerce  to  a  skeleton  ?  Such,  Mr. 
Speaker,  is  tbe  treatment  we  have  received,  and 
are  daily  receiving,  from  Qrcai  Britain  ;  wenave 
borne  such  for  yean.  Under  these  oppressions, 
what  has  been  the  conduct  of  America?  a  con- 
dnct  of  the  most  pacific  composition.  We  have 
permitted  her  vesseb  to  enter  our  ports  on  the 
aame  footing  with  those  of  the  most  favored  na- 
tions— nations  that  bad  entered  into  commercral 
■tipulaiions  with  us  on  a  liberal  scale. 
We  hBTe  pteserved  good  laiih  in  all  our  Irens- 


actions.  Ample  justice  has  been  kiiiIikI 
property  of  ber  aubjecls  hu  been  unlet: 
guard  of  the  law,  and  reitilQlios  biibn 
wheu  illegally  seized.  1  speak  of  it« 
their  cargoes,  which  were  made  priitivri 
jurisdiction  bvthe  French  eniisers,aDf;- 
such  as  had  been  equipped  in  oui  ptr: 
contrast  is  striking;  the  problem  ts  It  i^^ 
this:  whether  we  are  to  sabmiiiod^ 
or  to  assert  out  rights.  The  time,  iooit 
has  arrived,  which  imperiously  itwui 
vindication.  The  nation  ezpeetsii,iiuii' 
not  disappoint  the  patriotic  wish,  Lti^ 
resort,  as  it  is  the  opioion  of  g»[l«in:i 
merciat  prohibitions,  and  let  tupersnf^ 
course  we  have  taken,  till  ampliaiUJ 
rendered  for  past  injuries. 

This  measure  is  said,  among  iUHbei^i 
ties,  to  have  a  squinting  towards  wu.  I J 
consider  it  as  having  that  teadeicf.  I"  ' 
to  war;  my  constituents  cancer  In  <i|r.-:'i 
me,  that  no  greater  evil  can  berallotsNq'^ 
kind.  It  is  tbe  prolific  parentof  ersr:  i 
debts  and  taxes;  it  poisoas  io  iitf-  ' 
tues  that  are  vitally  essential  to  ibc  ai' 
Repnblic.  Shall  the  assnmpiiuD  tfi'- 
atlitude  be  ascribed  to  usibecaiwKi*' 
rights  of  neutral  navigatioa, sniii^^"' 
ure  calculated  to  sustain  iheml  Thr«i ' 
common  highway  to  all  natioss;  x^" 
entitled  Co  use  it  as  such,  in  the  u"^ 
they  use  the  common  highways  («  w^^ 
our  country.  Bobbeir  and  pincfrt'^^ 
base  and  crimioal.  The  oeetn  is  ff- 
community;  the  Kierwmmarehiika'* 
edged  and  advocated  hy  tbe  ben  iif^'_ 
ians,  and  all  the  writers  on  ttaili'-'*f 
Every  effort  that  shall  be  midMi*"^ 
abridge  our  rights  ahoutd  be  rep"*  ^^^. 
It  is  immaterial  to  me  who  «"lCi 
whether  Britain  or  France,  S?»*^ 
Pusillanimitj  invites  aggression-  '^^ 
is  prepared  for  defence  or  •'^".^'TrV^ 
lested.  Let  the  secret  proeeediiir^  ,^ 
be  published,  whenever  tlie  wisdoai"^;;. 
shall  deem  the  act  prudent;  Iftf  M'*' 
blush  at  the  votes  I  then  gave.  ^'"'^^ 
to  retrace  my steps.Ishouldnolcfiur":, 
1  then  took.  The  peace,  prospenifu't. 
of  the  country,  are  objects  of  pfiiiff'^ 
superior  with  me  to  every  <»'"';„„; 
From  the  course  which  thedebtltM>|^-,j 
from  opinions  advanced,  it  'Pf^^j.^. 
merce  is  not  deserving  of  boldiog  •  ^^^ 
the  public  estimation.  The  nKreJio  ~|.c; 
lean  merchant— is  a  citizen.  Ma  •''^^ 
protection  are  reciprocal.  L'l  "'.'Xii^^ 
history  of  America  for  a  sdIbuod  of^y^, 
Whether  public  aiiention  hsi""'*'  'i 
to  the  security  and  prosperity  of  """"Tf 
sirictions  and  prohibitions  oo  'ni'^J_- 
ances  loudly  cfeclaimed  agsil>'«.  "'7^ 
American  war.  They  wtn  <^i*f^^'^:i 
riacipal  causes  that  led  to  it.  '^  ,  ^  j^/ 
'eclaraiion  of  IndependcQct  »« '"J^,  ^ 
merated  among   the  misdeeoi  oi 
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"  The  cuuios  off  oar  triule  with  «11  parts  of  the 
world."  "  For  plonilerjag  our  seas  and  ravagiiig 
our  cofuta."  Our  freedom  to  (rade  wberefer  tre 
please  is  asserted  in  that  iosirumeDt,  which  ao- 
Dounced  lo  the  vorld  our  .indepeadeoce.  Since 
that  ever  memorable  add  gloriaua  aehiernineiii, 
our  public  acta  end  iostituiiODa  hare  been  framed 
wiih  a  TJe^  to  the  exieDsion  aod  proteciioD  of 
commerce.  If  we  tutn  lo  our  Consiitution  we 
^all  find  powers  given  to  the  National  GrOTern- 
ment  for  these  ptirposea.  If  fi.e  will  earrf  our 
.mioda  back  to  the  period  preceding  the  formaiioo 
of  that  Constitution,  and  its  ratification  by  the 
States,  we  shall  be  convinced  that  tbe  languid 
and  deranged  Slate  of  our  commerce  was  not  the 
least  powerful  of  those  reasons  and  inducements 
which  prodifc^d  a'  reroluiion  in  our  lyatiooal 
Government.  If-  we  have  a  reference  to  .our 
code  or  ]aws,.theaiteiitioii  aud  solicitude  ,of  Ci 
gress  are  manifest  liberally  an^  benvficiaily  to 
carry  into  effect  (he  powers  that  have  any  rela- 
lioD  to  this  subject.  The  proteqtioD  given  toil 
in  (he  Mediterranean  sea  is  anolber  evidence  ol 
the  scDliraent  of  the  nation.  These  facts  speak 
a  language  of  easy  compreheosioa.  It  is  f 
from  ambiguity. 

Again,  sirj  If  we  cast  onr  eyes  over  this 
teresiing  portion  of  (be  globe,  and  sarvejr  its  hap- 
py position  and  nalarat  advantages;  if  we  con- 
templsle  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  the  diversity  of 
climates,  and  the  infinite  variety  of  pioductiona ; 
if  we  take  Iplo  view  the  large  bay^  which  abound 
everywhere,  and  the  navigable  rivets  that  pene- 
trate thousands  of  miles  into  the  interior,  we  shall 
iatuiiively  feel  and  confess  the  powerful  excite' 
meats  and  instigations  to  commerce.  The  benefi- 
cence of  nature  is  wonderfully  displayed,  in  ren- 
dering the  union  of  agriculture  and  commerce 
indissolable.  It  is  time,  sir,  I  must  repeat  it,  to 
protect  our  comiDerce.  I  trust  we  shall  manfully 
arrest  the  hand  of  violence.    In  1776,  the  Amer- 


hood,  surrender  .our  commerce  without  an  effort 
to  prot^t  if?  I  trust  we  shall  not.  I  also  trust 
that  we  shall  tell  Great  Britain  in  ptsin  liingitage, 
that  we  will  not  purahate  cet^in  fabrics  of  iter ; 
that  ^e  will  not  oe  cW  in  her  ^oadcloths,  nor 
wear  ber  hats.  We .  demand  of  her  fair  play  : 
plain  honesty  \  a^d  iJiat  nothing  short  .Of  it  will 
satisfy  us. 

Let  it  not  be  understood,  Mr.  ^pealcerj  t,hat  I 
am  the  advocate  c|f  comiperce  to  the  injury  of 
ajiricultiire.  I  profess  mysqU'  to  be  the  warm  a,nd 
sincere  frieitd  of  the  farmer.  Atcticottute  never 
bad,  ,and  never  will  have  on  this  floor,  a  laore  ar- 
dent an^  decided  advocate.  Tbefartaer's  life  has 
always  been  a  theme  of  admiration  with  me. 
There  is  an  inexpressible  something  in  it  that 
seizes  upQQ  and  ravishes  ray  affections.    In  sup- 

nriiog  the  freedoA  and  protection  of  commerce, 
nanifest  my  zeal  for  the  enconraeemeot  of  ag- 
liculturej  representing  citizens  of  different  voca- 
tions, it  IS  my  duty,  and  1  will  add  my  determi- 
nation, to  sustain  their  rights  and  interest  free 
from  the  imputation  of  faroritism.    My  princi- 
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pies  forbid  me  to  sacrifice  one  portion  of  the  com* 
munity  to  the  other.  Id  the  contemplation  of 
common  sense  and  common  justire,  in  the  lan- 
guage and  spirit  of  our  State  and  National  Con- 
stiluiions,  equal  riehts  and  privileges  appertain 
to  every  citizen.  The  point  must  be  conceded. 
The  ailiaace  between  agriculture  and  commerce 
is  too  intimate  and  close  to  be  denied — the  n^u- 
tual  dependence  too  visible  to  escape  notice.  If 
ihev  shquld  ever  be  torn  asunder,  the  avulsion 
will  produce  a  fatal  lethargy.  What  encoura^e- 
ipent  would  the  culiiratur  of  the  soil  have  , to 
produce  more  from  his  farm  than  would  be  ne- 
cessarif  for  the  suiisisteoce  of  his  family,  were  it 
not  for  the  cenainty  that  the  surplus  products 
could  be  disposed  of  to  advantage?  Poes  npt 
commerce  ailmulate  industry?  Has  it  not  car- 
ried through  our  country  a  spirit  of  emtilatiofi 
never  before  feh?  Are  not  our  farms  in  higher 
cultivation,  and  our  farmers  richer  than  at  any 
former  period  7  AU  these  felicitous  effects  are 
derived  from  commerce,  subject  as  it  has  been  to 
plunder  and  piracy.  Were  it  protected,  its  ad- 
vantages would  be  more  diffusive.  That  momeot 
we  put  commerce  without  the  pale  of  our  pro- 
tection, that  moment,  J  repeat  it,  a  fatal  lethargy 
is  produced  i  that  monient  the  hand  falls  para- 
lyzed from  the  plough.  Give  it  a  liberal  expan- 
sion, and  the  earth  teems  with  luxuriant  harvests. 
Great  objections,  Mr.  Sneaker,  have  been  raised 
Bgaiost  the  carrying  traqe.  I  do  not  entertain 
the  same  opinion  with  other  gentlemen  on  this 
point.  From  the  view  I  have  taken  of  this  trade, 
my  mind  discriminates  it  from  that  of  Venice, 
QeuoB,  and  Holland.  These  were  small  places, 
dimi|iu(ive  when  compared  with  America.  They 
had  little  ground  to  cultivate ;  their  supplies  w^re 
drawn  from  other  countries.  They  tlourished*in 
commerce,  because  their  Goveromenis  were  soi^e 
shades  more  free  than  those  of  surroupding  na- 
tions ;  property  was  protected  by  the  laws.  Hence, 
mooeyed  men  of  countries  ^here  commerce  was 
in  disrepute,  resorted  to  employ  their  capital- 
The  merchants  .of  those  places  became  the  carri- 
ers of  other  nations,  and  enjoying  what  may  be 
aptly  denominated  the  freight  trade,  and  other 
advantages  from  th^r  capit^,  became  ceiebrat^d 
for  the^r  ^^ealth  and  power. 

There  is  no  similitude  in  our  situation.  The 
baAs  of  our  carrying  trade  is  agrioulf.ure — |he 
productio;[is  of  the  soil.  In  the  tame  proportiop 
that  our  traile  is  extended,  a/id  new  markets  dis- 
covered fqr  out  produce,  will  the  farnaer  be  e|t- 
coura^ed  and  rewarded  7  Our  products  are  car- 
ried everywhere,  and  are  in  demaiid.  The  ar^- 
cle^  are  bu^ky,  and  require  for  their  traosportatim) 
much  Ehinjiiiig.  Oiir  trade  to  the  West  Indies  is 
considerable.  Their  dependence  for  subsistence 
and  supplies  of  every  description  is  on  ui. 

We  do  not  get  moaev  in  tbose  markets  for  oar 
produce,  as  a  meTnorial  from  Connecticut  spme 
time  ago,  soliciting  the  time  Tor  paying  duties  6a 
spirit,  .&c.,  ifcc,  to  be  enlarged,  jusllv  and  cor- 
rectly stales;  but  the  produce  of  the  islands  in  ex- 
change. The  colonial  productions  thus  acquired, 
are  beyond  the  supply  of  our  wants ;  oui  Govera- 
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neol  aware  of  this  fact,  long  prior  to  the  exUtiDg 
order  of  tfaioes,  from  ibe  aaiare  of  our  com- 
laerce,  enaciea  laws,  authorizing  the  re^xporia- 
lioQ  of  the  surplus  colonial  products.  Did  not  the 
mercliRDtK  eojof  this  privilege,  a  limiiation  in 
the  exports  of  our  produce  would  inevitahlf  en- 
sue. The  farmer  would  of  course  be  limited  in 
his  wieiaa  to  quantity,  and  sebsiblf  experience 
m  diminution  in  the  price  of  hie  flour,  and  of  other 
articles  the  produce  of  his  farm.  The  meicbaui 
muiI  ha7e  a  pro6t  to  support  his  trade  and  credit. 
The  laws  of  our  Qovemment  on  the  allowance  of 
drawbacks,  were,  as  they  appear  to  me,  evifteutly 


reasooing  applies  with  equal  propriety  and  force  to 
the  commercial  retatioos  we  have  with  the  na- 
tions of  Europe.  As  the  re-exportation  of  colonial 
produce  and  European  fabtica,  has,  and  siill  pro- 
duces on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  embarTHss- 
ineots  to  our  commerce  ;  it  becomes  mv  duiv  to 
iuspect  her  pretensions  on  this  head,  with  detiW- 
atioD  and  dispassionate  research.  Irejoice  that  I 
am  enabled  to  take  high  ground.  I  assert  it  then 
as  a  doctrine  that  has  been  established  and  pub- 
lished to  the  world  by  Great  Britain  herself,  that 
the  European  manufactures  and  colonial  produc- 
tions of  belligerent  nations,  when  brought  into  a 
neutral  country,  become  neutralized,  and  form  a 
]wrl  of  the  stock  and  wealth  of  the  importing  na- 
tion, and  that  a  neutral  nation  thus  poassessed  of 
inch  propert]r,^aB  an  uudeniabte  and  legal  right 
to  export  it  to  any  other  nation,  belli^rent  or 
nentral,  free  from  the  clogs  of  any  limitation  or 
condition.  In  the  examination  of  this  subject.  I 
ahall  refer  to  the  decisions  ofihe  tribunals  of  Great 
Britain.  I  will  not  tire  the  patience  of  the  House 
in'quoiatiooa  from  writers  on  the  law  of  nations. 
Great  Britain  concedes  every  point  necessary  to 
ausiain  my  position.  The  Admi rait v  Courts  have 
decided,  inat  merchandise  imported  in  our  ves- 
■els.  and  which  has  been  landed,  and  the  duties 
paid  or  secured  to  be  paid,  is  to  be  taken  ai 
much  of  the  floating  wealth  of  the  importing 
tlon.  If  gentlemen  bave  the  curiosity  to  turi.  __ 
books  for  information,  I  take  the  liberty  to  refer 
them  to  the  case  of  the  Polly,  Laskey,  master.  2  toI. 
Robinson's  Reports,  page  368.  A  bonaJUU  im- 
portation is  held  by  the  judge  to  be  satisfied,  by 
the  landing  the  goods  and  paying  the  duties. 
This  is  the  import  of  that  decision.  The  doctrine 
is  again  laid  down  in  stiil  more  explicit  termi 
by  the  British  Guremment  itself,  la  a  corres- 
^idence  between  Lord  Hawkesbnry  and  Mr. 
Kine,  stated  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Monroe  to  the 
British  Government,  September  S3, 1805.  The 
part  of  that  letter  to  which  I  refer,  is  as  follows: 
"Tha  case  was  precisely  simitar  to  Ihoas  which 
have  been  lately  before  thu  court.  Mr.  King  com- 
plained in  a  Utter  of  March  IB,  1801,  that  the  cai^o  of 
an  Americtti  vessel,  going  from  the  IlDited  Status  to  a 
Spanish  colony,  had  been  condemned  by  the  Vice  Ad. 
miralty  Court  of  Nassau,  on  the  grounit  that  it  was  ol 
the  KTowih  of  Spain,  which  dacUian,  he  contended,  was 
contrary  to  the  law  or  nauona,  and  requesting  aoitabls 
'""  a  might  be  daspotohad to  tlia  proper offii 


in  the  West  Indies,  to  prevent  liks  Bbiuea  in  fnlare. 
Lord  Hswkesboij,  in  reply,  of  April  II,  comaonicaled 
the  report  of  the  King's  Advocate  Generxl,  in  wfaidi 
it  i*  ex|»Hsly  staled,  that  the  produce  of  an  enemj 
mar  be  imported  by  a  neutnl,  into  hi*  own  connliy, 
and  re-exported  thence  to  the  mother  coontij  ;  and  in 
like  manner,  in  that  circuitona  mode,  that  llie  pradace 
and  manofsetnres  of  the  mother  coantiy  night  find 
their  way  to  ita  colonies  i  that  the  landing  of  tbe  goods, 
and  paying  the  dutiea  in  the  nenint  oonntij,  biake 
the  continuity  of  the  voyage,  and  legalized  the  tnds, 
although  the  foods  were  re^ahipped  in  tlte  same  vea- 
ael,  on  secounl  of  the  same  nentral  pmprietciis;  and 
(btwarded  for  sole  to  the  mother  country  of  the  colanj. 
It  merits  atlantion  in  this  report,  (so  clearly  and  poa- 
ilively  is  the  doctrine  laid  down,  that  the  landing  the 
goods,  sod  paying  the  duties  in  the  nentnl  connby. 
broke  the  continuity  of  the  voyage)  that  it  is  aCaled 
as  a  doubtful  point,  whether  the  mere  tooching  in  the 
nentral  country  la  obtain  fresh  cleoreiicea  wID  be  cdd- 
sidered  in  the  hght  of  a  direct  trade,  that  no  poutive 
inhibition  ia  inaisted  on  any  but  the  direct  trade  be- 
tween the  mother  country  and  colonies.  Thit  doctrine, 
in  the  light  therein  stated,  is  alao  to  be  fiNmd  in  the 
Tieatr  of  (he  ITthof  June,  1601,  between  Gieal  Biil- 
ain  and  Buans>" 

I  trust,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  succeeded  in  proT- 
ing  the  legality  of  the  trade  coittended  for.  Great 
Britain  has  unequivocally  pronounced  our  right 
to  enjoy  it.  To  surrender  it  is  forbiddrai  by  the 
honor  and  interest  of  the  United  Stales. 

It  is  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  carrying  trade 
is  a  fungus  of  war — that  it  is  not  worth  eooieadiog 
for — that  it  consists  in  the  carriage  of  enemie? 
property.  In  ukiog  a  further  view  of  this  sab- 
ject,  it  becomes  necessary  and  imporlant  to  ascer- 
tain a  previous  question ;  whether  our  capitai, 
composed  of  the  production.'  of  agricullnre  and 
specie,  is  sufficient  to  neutralize  this  trade.  Of 
ine  exchange  of  our  productions  for  those  of  the 
colonies  and  of  the  carrying  trade,  in  its  true  sense, 
I  have  spoken.  If  I  can  now  show  that  the  cur- 
rent  floating  wealth  of  the  nation,  consisting  of 
appcie  and  tank  paper,  is  to  a  considerable  amount, 
and  is  equal  to  tne  support  of  our  trade,  satisfac- 
evidence  will  be  obtained  that  our  fla^  doe* 
be  extent  aimken  of,  cover  enemies'  pro- 
perty. That  our  flag  is  dishonored  in  some  in- 
stances, is  true.  It  is  the  fate  of  all  conatriea  to 
experience  deviations  of  this  kiod.  and  none  more 
eothan  Great  Britain.  But  ihsiallour  mercbants 
are  employed  in  this  covering  trade — its  proper 
name — is  without  proof.  I  trust  thai  tbere  are 
few  indeed,  who  can  be  found  capable  of  passing 
through  all  the  preparatory  steps  that  wonld  qual- 
ify them  for  it.  The  more  I  reflect  on  this  sub- 
ject, tbe  more  I  am  persuaded,  that  our  comtaeree 
rests  on  the  baris  of  American  capital.  The  cap- 
ital of  our  merchaoti  has  been  aecumulaiiog  since 
the  peace  of  1783.  The  times  have  been  pre- 
pitious.  Subject  as  our  trade  has  been  to  interrop- 
tion  and  piracy,  our  merchahts  have  iucreaied 
their  capitals.  Ever  since  the  year  1789.  our  agri- 
cultural productionaand  other  articlFsofexpurta- 
lion  have  commanded  higher  prices  than  at  any 
preceding  period.  The  emigration  of  men  of 
wealth  from  Europe  and  elsewhere,  wbo  have 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


MincB,  1806. 


Non-Tnportalion  of  Ooodafrmn  Great  Britain. 


H.  OP  R. 


fled  from  itie  horrors  of  irar  to  lliis  peaceful  asy- 
lum, ba»  added  to  it.  The  capital  of  our  baolra, 
amomitinK  to  more  [ban  forty  millioDs  of  dollars; 
the  bqddbI  iDcoine  aniing'  from  freigbts,  which 
a  geDtleman  from  PeDosylvaiiia,  (Mr.  J.  Cliy.) 
proved  to  be  eight  millioas  of  doUars:  if  we 
add  the' value  of  near  seven  hundred  thouaaad 
toDS  of  shipping  employed  in  foieiga  trade,  esii- 
raatiDZ  each  ton  a[  thirty  dollars — and  also  the 
capital  neceuary  to  keep  ttiis  quaotum  of  toooage 
employed,  we  shall  be  coovinced  that  our  cap- 
ital is  Humcieot  to  support  our  commerce,  with- 
out foreign  aid ;  that  our  merchaots  are  not  the 
mere  go-betweens  of  the  belligerent  uations — the 
puppeis  put  into  motion  by  the  juggling  capital- 
ists of  Surope.  li  would  puzzle  any  man  lo  say 
what  is  the  commercial  capital  of  either  Holland 
or  France,  or  Spain ;  the  two  foroiet  have  in  iheir 
commerce  suffered  inimensety  by  wars,  but  more 
from  the  shocks  of  frequent  levoluiiona.  France 
and  MoUand  have  long  ago  been  announced  to 
the  world  by  Qreat  Britain,  as  bankrupts  in  com- 
merce. Spain,  it  is  known,  nrver  ranked  high  as 
a  commercial  nation.  It  therefore  caonot  befairly 
aajd  ibat  we  are  trading  on  their  capitals. 

Gentlemen  have  slided  into  another  mistake,  by 
limitiug  their  views  of  this  subjeci.    They  state, 
that  what  ihey  call  the  carrying  trade  yields  lo  the 
Government,  in  duties,  but  eight  hundred  thou- 
cand  dollars.     Thi<i  is  true.     This  is  the  amount 
of  duties  not  paid  by  cousumeis,  aod  arises  from 
the  ibree  and  a  half  per  cenium  paid  on  goods  re- 
exported — hut  gentlemen  donot  take  into  their  cal- 
culations the  immense  value  of  the  merchandise 
re-exported,  amounting  for  the  tasi  year,  ending 
on   the  30ih   of  September,  1805,  to  fifty-three 
millions  of  dollars — and  the  profits  accruing 
the  merchants  on  ilie  same  in  forei^  matke 
This  part  of  the  subject  has  not  received  thai  i 
teniioo  and  fair  discunion  it  merits.    Facts  a 
powerful,  and,  when   calmly  and  dispassionately 
weighed,  will  eaiabltsh  the  importance  of  this 
trade.    Tu  it  we  are  indebted  for  the  ability,  to  a 
great  degree,  of  paying  to  Great  Britain 
than  eleven  millions  of  dollars — being  the  at 
of  the  balance  of  trade  in  her  favor,  against  the 
Uaiied  Sutes. 

md  events,  Mr.  Speaki 


ftbeCi 
when  the  most  powerful  nations  of  Europe 
confederated  against  France,  when  victory 
conquest  were  deemed  certain,  and  France  was  to 
be  cut  up  aod  partitioned,  accordiog  to  a  -ecrei 
derstanding,  adjusted  in  the  treaties  of  Pavia  i 
Pilaiu — Great  Britain  issued  her  orders  for  the 
desiruciion  of  our  trade.    The  effects  are  knowi 
end  fell.     But  no  sooner  did  the  coalition  dissolv 
away  before  a  brilliant  succession  of  vlctoriei, 
than  a  relaiaiion  in  her  orders  and  practice  took 
place — a  relaxation  produced,  nut  from  qualms  of 
coosciencej  not  from  a  revivlnfi  sense  of  justice, 
but  by  her  imj>oieacy ;  by  her  want  of  power  lo 
inflict  the  iojuries  meditated.    A  new  coalition 
and  naval  victories  bare  again  brought  our  trade 
to  the  brink  of  deairuction.    The  oscillations  of 


tjie  Cabinet  have  been  communicated  to  tbejudee 
of  the  admiralty.  On  cases  similar  in  all  their 
circumstances,  be  has  had  the  hardihood  to  pro- 
nouDce  dissimilar  aod  cooAicting  judgments. 
In  the  West  ladies,  some  of  her  judges  bava 
stained  and  polluted  the  ermine  of  justice  by  open 
and  unblushing  bribery.  The  fate  disaatroua 
events  on  the  cootinent  will  again  iofuseinCO  her 
councils  an  artificial  display  of  prudence  and 
moderation.  The  Punic  faith  of  the  Cabinet— I 
ipeak  notiof  the  people — is  without  a  parallel; 
nothing  short  of  resistance,  proportioned  to  the 
violence  exercised,  can  eonSne  the  Cabinet  to 
proper  limits.  To  preserve  our  rights  aod  to  pro- 
ject oar  citizens  are  duties  we  have  pledged  oui- 
lelves  10  perform.  It  has  become  important  to 
[he  nation  to  know  what  security  in  tuinre  it  is 
10  look  for,  in  its  intercourse  and  trade  with  for- 
eign nations.  Our  patience  is  exhausted.  We 
~  ~  onot  any  longer  i>uDmiI  to  the  capricious  whim* 
any  belligerent  Power. 

The  principles  of  justice  are  tmrautabla — they 
e  the  same  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places — they 
e  not  liable  to  be  modified  by  the  Ductualion  of 
events.  The  law  of  nations  has  accurately  ascer- 
tained ibe  rights  which  respectively  appertain  to 
neutral  and  belligerent  nations — to  the  control 
of  that  law  we  are  willinr  lo  submit,  and  to  no 
other.  The  knowledge  I  nave  gleaned  from  au- 
thorsj  on  the  sobjects  of  war  and  peace,  clearly 
convinces  me,  that  a  declaration  of  war  neiween 
two  oations  cannot  deprive  a  third  and  pacific 
nation  of  the  advantages  of  an  honest  neutrality. 
The  prohibition  to  carry  implements  of  war, 
dbc.,  dtc,  commonly  called  contraband  article* 
orgoodH — to  cover  enemies'  property — and  the  ex- 
clusion from  ports  actually,  not  eonxtruetively 
blockaded,  are  the  restrictions  on  neutral  com- 
merce. The  British  Government  is  not  disposei] 
to  Slop  ai^e  barrier  assigned  and  marked  out  by 
tbis  law.  nil  noa-reiistance  to  insults,  agttravated 
by  wanton  insolence,  impresses  that  Government 
with  a  belief,  that  it  possesses  a  prescriptive  right 
to  oppress  u*  ad  libiium — at  will.  The  old  colo- 
nial system  is  reviving  fast.  Great  Britain,  sir,  i* 
contending  for  the  sole  right  of  altering  and  at^ 
rogating,  adding  to,  and  modifying,  according  to 
the  dictates  of  her  monopolizing  views,  the  Taw 
of  nations.  All  trade  with  bar  enemies  js  now 
prohibited,  uoleas  it  was  allowed  by  thtm  during 
peace.  Accede  U  this  doctrine,  and  we  shall 
next  be  inhibited  to  trade  with  any  nation  bai 
herself.  It  is  impossible  to  avoid  expressions  of 
execration  at  her  shameless  ahandonraeot  of  prin- 
ciple. She  inlerdictH  trade  with  her  enemies,  on 
the  ground  that  it  furnishes  them  with  the  means 
of  prosecuting  the  war;  the  purchase  of  luiuriea 
from  us  is  considered  as  enriching  her  enemies. 
She  lays  down  a  rule  lo  regulate  oar  conduct,  and 
absolve*  herself  from  the  o^ervaoce  of  it ;  she  de- 
nies to  U9  the  ri|{ht  of  trading  with  her  enemies, 
and  yet  it  is  notorious  that  she  trades  with  them 
herself.  TheBritishmerchanU  have  never  ceased, 
noiwithstaoding  the  war  wiib  France  and  Spain, 
to  trade  with  iheir  colonies.  This  j*  a  fact.  I 
appeal  to  the  dtKamenia  on  the  table  to  prove  il> 
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OtMt  Briiain  likewise  contendx,  that  aeutrsl 
nalionE,  Eubjecl  at  tbe^  are  to  a  maliitude  or  is- 
0ODveDieDC«s  and  pnTaiions,  from  ibe  conflicts 
of  bclligereDt  Powers,  are  not  lo  be  compeliSBtrd 
-viih  advactaffes  which  cbance,  the  tnuiaiiaas  of 
trade,  or  the  Elate  of  hostiliiies  mar  throw  iolo 
their  possestiion.  In  olber  words — that  war  de- 
|irivei  neutral  oaiioDB  of  many  beoefiL'',  but  cannot 
confer  th«in.  Again,  sit — she  denies  that  any  ad- 
Tan  tage  or  accoramodelioD  can  flow  to  nrntrals 
from  the  relaxation  of  the  narigkiion  sets  cf  a  bel- 
iigercnt— and  yet  she  has  ihe  effroniery  and  bold- 
ness, in  the  teeib  of  such  a  declaration,  to  relax 
tier  nafigaiion  laws — dpriving  from  such  a  ineas- 
nre  incBlcutabJe  advantages.  Her  manuraciories 
are  inpplied  with  raw  materials,  particularly  from 
her  enemies,  by  the  inlerreDtion  of  neutral  bot- 
toms; a  practice  in  direct  opposition  to  her  navi- 
gation acts  during  peace — by  it  the  navy  is  man- 
ned, and  trade  sopporied.  I  will  not  proceed 
further  on  this  head  to  tire  the  patience  of  the 
House.  The  letter  of  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Mr. 
King  is  a  complete  answer  to  the  netr  doctrines. 
Commerce,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  eX[>erieDced  many 
tevolutions ;  peace  and  war  alike  produce  ibem. 
GoTernmenin,  laws,  manner?,  and  customs,  have 
a  tendency  lo  control  its  operations.  It  would 
be  a  task  of  infinite  difficulty  to  enumerate  all  the 
causes,  which  elevate  and  depress  it.  Ttmpora 
t»u(anlur,e(  noa  mtaamur  in-iUis,  is  as  applicable 

nowDed  for  wealth  and  commerce,  are  now  poor 
and  without  commerce.  Tyre,  once  celebrated 
for  her  commerce,  opulence,  and  power,  is  now 
nothing  but  a  heap  of  venerable  ruins.  Of  ancient 
Carthage,  the  rival  of  Rome,  scarcely  a  vestige 
remaiiis.  Alexandria  baa  seen  all  her  proud  ex- 
pectations transferred  to  happier  regions ;  and  Ve- 
nice, Genoa,  and  Holland,  retain  but  the  remem- 
brance of  their  pristine  splendor  and  gjory.  Com- 
Uercemusibe  free;  it  disdains  contrdl.  Like  the 
aensitive  plant,  it  shrinks  from  Ihe  touch. 

This  di»DU3sion,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  filled  me  with 
astonishment.  The  times  are  changed  ;  we  bear  no 
more  strictures  on  the  importance  and  ailvaniages 
resulliog  from  commerce,  and  the  necessity  of  a f- 
fbr ding  It  protection,  from  its  old  friends — a  death- 
like (ileoee  has  sealed  their  lips — the  articulation 
of  moaosvUables  is  the  utinost  extent  of  their - 
power.    "Quantum  mutatus  ah  illo  Heclore  I" 

From  Ihe  year  1795  to  the  4th  of  March  ISOI, 
the  inevitable  prostration  of  commerce  was  rung 
'dironghout  America  in  all  the  cbimesand  changes 
of  eloqaence — the  people  were  forewarned  in  sol- 
emn admonitions  of  it,  if  the  direction  of  our  af- 
fairs were  entrusted  to  the  Republicans. 

Behold,  in  1806,  a  sitenl  but  steady  opposition  to 
every  measure  calculated  to  violate  oor  commer- 
'Cial  rights!  Yes,  sir,  the  former  champions  of 
commerce  have  hung  up  their  coats  of  mail — the 
helmet  and  the  buckler,  the  sword  and  scabbard, are 
-thrown  aside — (he  prophetical  finger  no  longer 
yoinis  to  war.  The  energy  of  1795  and  1800  Is 
extinct— it  hasfied  "to  tlie  family  vault  of  the 
Caputets" — from  my  heart  I  wish  it  an  iininter- 
rupted  repose. 


This  bill  is  considered  by  some  gentlemen  as  a 
mere  milk-and-water  composition — as  a  leairive 
too  mild  for  the  progoosiics  of  the  case.  I  ami 
willing  to  try  its  efficacy — simple  prescripiiaiis  are 
generally  ihebest  restoratives  to  health.  Weire 
told,  sir,  that  France  is  domioant,  and  that  Grrat 
Britain  is  fighting  pro  arig  etfocig — for  her  altars 
and  her  freehold  ;  but  this  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  permit  GrfBt  Britain  to  rob  and  plunder 
us  at  will.  France  is  indebted  for  her  power  to 
the  folly  and  short-sighted  policy  of  Great  Britain. 
It  is  not  my  wish  that  Britain  should  become  a 
province  to  France,  or  that  France,  were  the  thing 
passible,  should  be  dependent  on  Britain. 

My  fervent  wish,  ^oliticallv  speaking,  14,  that 
they  should  remain  indepenaent  of  each  other; 
and  that  they  should,  in  estimating  the  ml  im- 
portance of  things,  and  the  uncertainty  of  evenis^ 
discern  that  there  is  more  real  good  and  true  glorr 
in  the  prsciical  display  of  mmal  virtues,  than  aD 
the  victories  that  can  be  achieved  by  arlandphj- 

lam  favorable  to  the  bill  now  on  its  passage,  for 
other  reasons,  which  have  great  weight  witn  me. 
It  will,  if  carried  into  operational  ten  ate  onr  at- 
tachments from  British  fabrics.  We  shall  acquire 
a  taste  for  those  of  other  countries — in  which  we 
csn  he  supplied  with  articles  necessary  for  onr 
consumption,  equal  if  not  superior  in  ODalitr  to 
those  from  Britain  and  her  depeadenclK.  The 
insolence  of  Great  Britain  has  gathered  strength 
from  our  prejudices  in  faror  of  her  manDfacinres. 
Show  her  that  it  is  our  delerminaiion  to  open 
other  markets  for  supplies,  and  she  will  find  it  to 
her  profit  to  render  us  equivalent  advantages  for 
the  continuation  of  our  custom.  She  wil)  not  haz- 
ard a  rupture  with  us  when  the  loss  to  ber  ts  cer- 
tain and  vital.  By  having,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  mal- 
litude  of  markets  to  resort  to,  with  our  prod  uctioos, 
neither  revolutions  in  the  goveromenls  of  nations 
nor  the  capriciousness  of  events,  will  have  the  pow- 
er to  produce  commercial  derangemeots-'and, 
what  is  a  consideration  of  the  first  magnitude,  oar 
revenue,  derived  as  it  is  from  commerce,  ^ould 
be  In  no  danger  of  such  a  diminution,  as  to  compel 
us  to  resort  to  direct  taxes — taxes  on  our  Jancff, 
houses,  and  other  property,  for  the  support  of  the 
National  Govetnraeni.  It  would  also  bave  the 
leitdency,  at  all  times,  of  furnishing  markets  fot 


object  «  importance  lo  the 

cultivator  of  the  soil. 

The  ability  of  Great  Briiain  to  iojara  tis,  bas 
been  insisted  on — but  the  power  of  Atnerica  to  in- 
flict a  deep  and  festering  wound  on  Britain,  has 
hot  been  noticed.  No  country  so  depenijetit  as 
Great  Britain  on  other  climes,  more  favOred  by 
nature  for  raw  materials  essential  to  the  snp^n 
of  her  manufactures,  and  for  the  consumption  of 
ber  fabrics,  ought  to  assume  a  dictatorial  tone  to 
other  nations.  It  will  prove  faUl  to  her.  Trium- 
phant as  her  fleets  have  been,  their  victories  can- 
not render  her  potent  enough  to  bind  in  chainstbe 
nations  of  the  earth.  Great  Britain,  in  the  intox- 
ication of  naval  triumphs,  should  not  CorgPC,  that 
her  boasted  navy,  without  foreign  aujiplies,  wootd 
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be  but  in  inaigniScant  defence.  I  iihauld  not  err, 
were  I  (O  sav,  ihac  i[  woulJ  be  no  dereoce.  Its 
JepeDdence  is  likewise  on  commerce  for  support. 
wbieh  canaoi  be  carried  on  with  nations  witboot 
their  assent.  Her  tyranny  and  depredatioaa  on 
the  ocean  must  and  will  hare  the  coosequeDce  of 
directing  the  ■tteniion'or  nations  to  encourage  the 
manuractnre  of  their  raw  materials.  The  security 
and  happiness  which  itfill  b?  derived  to  them  from 
the  adoption  of  such  a  plan,  will  stimulate  them 
to  persevere  in  it.  If  the  OoiieJ  States  should  be 
driren  to  a  noD-ioiercourse  with  Qreat  Biitsih, 
atlil  her  impolitic  conduct  is  forcing  them  to  it 
she  will  be  probed  tu  the  quick. 

As  her  mannfaclurers  cannot  be  supported  and 
subsisted  without  foreien  trade,  they  would  be 
thrown  as  paupers  od  the  commuDiiy — without 
the  n^eana  of  saiisfjing  the  common  and  necessary 
wants — desperation  would  produce  acts  of  vio- 
lence, And  the  nation  iraciait  abuses  to  their  cause, 
would,  by  the  force  of  revolution,  obtain  that  re- 
form, which  it  has  so  long  sought  iu  vaili  from 
Parliament.  Par  otherWise  would  be  the  con- 
dition of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  They 
are  happy  under  guvemraenis  of  thejr  owii 
«bolce — the  only  ^vernmeots  ill  tlte  world  whOse 
direct'  end  is  the  happiness  of  the  citizens.  They 
may  be  forced  to  suffer  privaiiona,  but  they  can 
encounter  them  with  fortitude  and'  equanimity. 
They  may,  to  a  certain  degree,  be  deprived  of 
.Wealth  by  the  sale  of  their  productions — but  they 
feel  with  gratitude  the  beniguity  of  Heaven,  in 
making  ihem  proprietors  of  a  codniry  thai  abound) 
iti  tb^  necessaries,  and,  1  might  add,  in  many  of 
the  luxuries  of  life. 

The  Revoluiionary  war  of  Arqerica  should 
bring  to  the  recollection  ofOreat  Britain  the  pow- 
er and  resoutces  of  a  generous  and  a  hra7e  people. 
The  gentleman  from  Georgia  f  Mr.  ^ahlt)  ob- 
served, when  he  opposed  theresoluiionof  thegeo- 
iteman  from Pennsylrania,(Mr.aitGao,)that  were 
Great  Britain  to  declare  war  againsi  the  United 
States,  >hb  would  incur  no  additional  eipenset<. 
The  calculations  of  that  gentleman,  how  accurate 
soever  ibey  nia^  b«  on  other  subjects,  fall  short 
of  that  character  on  this.  Doe.i  he  recoltect'the 
protinlity  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  thai  tbe  British  nary  cannot  pro- 
tect iheni  1  Does  he  tiear  in  mem'  >ry  the  treasure 
of  blood  aud  money,  lavished  and  expended  by 
-Great'  Britain,  in  wars  to  acquire  those  regions, 
particularly  ihecost  at  which  Q,Uebec  was  obtain- 
ed in  1763?  Will  the  gentleman  also.adverl  to 
tbe  solicitude  and  exertion  of  that  Fuwer  during  the 
American  war,  to  retain  them?  Those  colonies 
are  imixirrant  to  her — Canada  puts  her  in  posses- 
sion of  the  fur  trade,  and  affords  a  passage  to  her 
manufBcinres  through  the  lakes  into  our  Western 
country. 

Nova  Scotia  is  advantageous  on  account  of 
tbe  harbour  which  Halifax  affords  to  her  fleers 
oh  theAmerican  coast  andoftheGsheries.  With 
out  Nova  Scotia,  and  Newfoundland,  the  fisheries 
would  be  destroyed.aod  with  them  oneof  her  best 
nurseries  fur  seatnen.  The  dependence  of  those 
«otunJe«  is  ID  ■  great  meutire  OH  ns  for  supplies ; 


our  exports  to  them  amount,  according  to  thedoc- 
umenis  on  the  table,  to  more  than  a  millian  of  dol- 
lars. One  article  of  exportation  to  them  is  foot 
hundred  thousand  barrels  of  flour.  I  am  satisfied, 
sir,  that  the  defeoce  of  those  eolooies  would  id- 
crease  considerably  the  public  burden  of  Great 
Britain.  lam  also  persuaded  that  a  formidable 
force  would  be  required  to  protect  them,  were 
Qreat  Britain  mad  enough  to  hazard' a  war  witii 
us.  It  is  as  much  her  interest  as  it  is  ours,  to  \et 
the  sword  rest  in  its  scabbard.  Poilord  and  dis- 
tressing would  be  the  condition  to  which  her' West 
fndia  islands  would  be  reduced,  were  we  to  with- 
hold our  supplies— they  Would  not  be  worth  re- 
taining. Our  provisions  are  absolutely  accessary 
for  the  sdbsistence  of  the  inhabitants,  and  oiir  lum- 
ber equally  necessary  to  enable  theiil  to  carry  their 
productions  to  market.  If  the  policy  of  Great 
Britaiil  sbodld  drive  us  to  a  noh-intercoutse  with' 
her,  Slid  her  dependencies,  the  mTschiefs  to  botli 
will  be  incalculable.  Her  cbldiiists  willbeshaltea 
in  their  allpgiance^  by  discerning  in  the  nieasui'es 
of  the  Cabinet  acnminal  disregard  totheir  interest. 
I  am  sensible,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  hav;  tired  your 
patience,  and  trespassed  loo  long  u  [ion  the  timq 
of  the  House.  I  feel  myself  exhausted — y^t  mucb 
more  could  be  said  on  so  copious  a  subject.  I  hare 
endeavored  to  shbw  the  connexion  and  mutiial 
dependence  of  agriculture  and  commerce  on  each 
other,and  tbat  the  prosperity  ofourcommoncoun- 
try,  which  I  Wish  niay  be  perpetual,,  is  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  preservation  of  that  connexion, 
and  the  j>rotectioD  of  our  commerce,  t  render  nir 
thanks  for  the  polite  attention  1  have  exp^ienced. 
I  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  take  my  seat,  uiider  a' con- 
viction of  mind,  that  the  interest  of  my  couutrf 
calls  for  the  adoption  of  quch  a  measure  as  that 
bill  embraces ;  aod  that  the  first  and  most  hono- 
rable duty  a  citizen  can  perform,  is  to  assert  and 
defend  therigh  ts  and  liberties  of  his  cttuntry.    Such 

J  determination. 
.  LroN  said  he  was  friendly  to  the  principle 
of  the  bill^hough  he  believed  with  the  geotte- 
man  from  Virginia,  that  it  was  too  mucn  of  k 

litk  and-water  measure'.  He  was  not.  however, 
for  throwing  it  under  the  table,  but. for  having; 
it  amended.  He  would  wish  it  to  tate  effect  oa 
the  1st  of  July,  instead  of  the  15th  (^November, 
— ■'  to  authorize  the  Presidetit  to' dispense  witb 
>r  all  of  its  provisions,  in  case  of  a  satisfactory 
arrangement  ol  our  differences  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. For  the  purpose  of  so  modifying  the  bill,  he' 
moved  a  recommitment  of  it  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House. 

Mr.  BinwBLL  said  he  was  sorry  this  motion 
was  made,  especially  at  this  stage  of  the  business. 
He  did  not  tnink  the  reasoning  on  which  it  was 
f'junded  correct.  The  principal  object  of  the 
motion  was  to  give  the  bill  an  earlier  effect.  It 
was  very  improper,  be  thought,  that  such  a  iriea- 
nure  should  go  into  immediate  or  sudden  opera- 
tion. To  turathe'curreotof  trade  at  once  would 
operate  unjustly,  and  in  a  manner  hardly  consist- 
ent with  good  faith  to  the  merchants,  who  lousl' 
have  maue  their  calculations  and  given  their' 
orders  on  the  existing  state  of  things.    Tbe'time 
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vben  (uch  ■  measure  lakei  ptaue  ought  to  be  to 
diittanl  Bs  10  give  a  reasooable  noiice. 

There  appeals  to  have  arJReti,  said  Mr.  B.,  b 
difference  of  opinioa  as  lo  the  precise  poioi  of 
time  when  [bis  bill  might  lake  effect.  IihiDk.alt 
eircuiDGtaiicea  considered,  the  time  fixed  a  reason- 
able time.  It  may  be  said  that  Trom  its  remote- 
ness an  utifaTorable  iufeieree  may  be  deduced  of 
OUT  intentioii  to  carry  it  into  rSecl.  I  think  not. 
I  think,  on  the  contrary,  it^will  carry  od  the  face 
of  it  a  disposition  to  make  it  part  of  a  permanent 
ayatem  oi  meaeures;  and  that  ibis  will  be  more 
likely  to  be  inferred  from  the  deliheraiioa  with 
wbich  it  is  taken  than  frooi  the  adoption  of  any 
■uddeo  measures.  I  trust, uniilcircumsiances re- 
quire a  different  course,  it  will  be  persisted  in, 
and  Ibet  it  will  be  but  the  commencement  of  a 
■ystem  of  measures  wbich  we  shall  continue  to 
pursue  Until  our  object  is  accomplished.  In  this 
view  it  is  not  bo  material  at  what  particular  mo- 
ment the  operation  of  this  system  begins,  as  to 
convince  Qreat  Britain  we  are  dciermioed  to  per- 
•evere  in  it.  I  am,  therefore,  against  the  recom- 
ttitment. 

Mr.  Sloan  raid,  he  barely  rose  to  observe  he 
iras  In  hopes,  after  all  the  learning  and  eloquence 
of  the  members  had  been  exhausted,  there  would 
have  been  a  silent  vote  on  Ibe  passage  of  the  bill ; 
but  in  this  hope  he  was  disappointed.  There  ap' 
peared  to  be  particular  stomachs  in  the  House 
that  could  not  digest  milk-and-water  diet.  Hi 
was  of  the  numMr  of  those  who  wished  the 
mdoption  of  something  stronger;  hut  when  be 
aidered  milk  and  water  was  a  very  wholesome 
diet,  and  chat  the  onl^r  way  to  get  anything  was 
to  be  satisfied  with  this  measure  be  was  against 
the  idea  both  of  tbe  geaileman  from  Virginia  '~ 
throw  this  bill  under  the  table,  or  of  tbe  gentl 
man  from  Kentucky  to  recommit  it. 

Mr.  J.  RAnnoLPu. — I  will  not  delay  the  ques- 
tion beyond  two  or  three  minutes.  From  soroe 
remarks  made  by  my  worthy  colleague,  (Mr. 
Newton,)  it  may  be  inferred,  perhaps,  [bat  1  said 
aomething  which  tended  to  wound  his  feelings, 
I  have  been  long  in  habits  of  friendship  with  that 

Gotleman,  and  he  will  do  me  the  justice  to  be- 
ve  that  I  had  no  such  intention  io  anything 
wbich  I  said. 

Mr.  Newton  said  be  did  not  particularly  allude 
to  any  expressions  of  his  colleague,  but  to  eipres- 
sioDs  generally  made  use  of  in  the  course  of  the 

Mr.  J.  RANOOLPB.—From  some  remarks  of  my 
colleague  ou  my  left  (Mr.  Clofton)  it  would  ap- 
pear as  if  a  disposition  had  been  manifested  in 
this  House  to  give  up  our  rank  and  standing 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  It  is  true  these 
remarks  were  not  directed  to  the  bill  under  con- 
aideration,  for  during  this  whole  discussion  not  a 
word  has  been  directed  to  the  merits  of  the  bill. 
All  that  has  been  said  has  been  directed  to  an 
imaginary  being,  and  reminds  me  of  some  expres- 
aionswhicb  I  re<:allect  to  have  seen  in  the  writ- 
ings of  Thomas  Paine,  who  compared  the  obser- 
TatioDH  of  some  poliiicat  writer  on  wbich  he  was 
animadveiting,  to  a  particular  place  near  Phila- 


delphia called  Point  no  Point.  Gentlemen  dar- 
ing this  debate  have  talked  a  great  deal  about  the 
spirit  of  1776.  With  what  viewl  To  show  that 
we  are  an  independent  nation  ?  No ;  but  to  urge 
tbe  Uoited  States  into  a  foreigo  war.  Gentle- 
inquire  whether  we  will  give  op  the  righu 


-wheiber  we  have  a  right  to  protect 
1  We  have  a  right;  but  the  only  quei> 
tion  is,  whether  we  have  tbe  ability.    Once  let 
'      '       ch  out  OB  the  doctrine  of  pruiecl- 

,  and  where  shall  we  go  1  Are  we 
prepared  to  say  we  will  protect  commerce  againU 
all  Powers,  in  every  sea,  and  at  all  risks?  Aod  if 
we  do  nut  disregard  every  dictate  of  prodeDce, 
what  must  tbe  nation  do  but  submit  to  the  neces- 
sities of  the  times,  to  which  the  second  rate  Pow- 
ers of  Europe  are  obliged  to  yield,  and  to  which 
we  are  told  by  gentlemen  ihemsdves  Oreai  Brit- 
ain will  soon  be  compelled,  to  yield.  It  once  we 
establish  the  principle  that  commerce  roust  be 
protected  by  an  armed  force,  tbi^  nation  ib  ruined. 
We  most  build  fleets  and  raise  armies;  we  most 
go  on  the  principles  of  Britain,  who  is  now  sink- 
ing under  the  weight  of  her  estabiiKhments. 
These,  so  far  from  being  the  good  old  doctrines 
of  the  Revolution,  are  political  heresies,  and  the 
exploded  doctrines  of  navies  and  siaading  armies. 
We  are  willing  to  protect  commerce  in  the  only 
way  in  which  we  are  able,  by  discriminatior  du- 
ties, and  preserving  a  neutral  position ;  forpfunge 
the  nation  into  war  for  the  protection  ol  com- 
merce, and  commerce  iosiantly  vanishes.  There 
is  no  roan  who  doubts  that  the  people  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States  have  it  in  their  power  to  do  an  injarj 
to  a  certain  extent  to  Qreat  Britain,  or  the  right 
of  tbe  Government  to  declare  war;  but  rights  are 
correlative.  In  1798  you  had  a  right  to  declare 
war  against  France ;  and  you  did  so  to  your  cost. 
This  IS  not  then  a  question  of  right,  or  of  national 
independence,  but  of  policy^  of  expediency.  Let 
us  suppose  this  to  he  the  initiative  of  strong  mea- 
sures, that  it  will  eventuate  in  war,  and  be  pro- 
ductive of  all  the  calamities  to  Great  Britain  on 
wbich  gentlemen  calculate.  What  will  its  effect 
be  upon  us?  We  shall  adopt  itjii  the  expens^ 
perhaps,  of  our  whole  revenue,  the  annihilation  of 
our  commerce,  the  enormous  augmentation  of  ottr 
debt,  the  increase  of  Executive  patronage  and 
the  prostration  of  tbe  Coostitoiion.  Is  it  worth 
the  porubase  7  We  object  to  a  lai^  naval  estab- 
lishment—we  are  hostile  lo  an  increase  of  Execu- 
tive power — we  are  disposed  to  relieve  ite  public 
burdens — aod  to  diminish  the  national  debt.  What 
was  our  situation  when  we  came  here?  When 
was  the  country  ever  in  a  more  prosperous  state! 
We  were  treating  with  Great  Briisia,  and  batl 
every  reason  to  believe  our  differences  would  have 
had  an  amicable  termination.  If  we  go  to  wat 
with  Qreat  Britain  where  are  we  to  get  the 
money  to  carry  it  on  ?  We  must  resort  to  direct 
tales.  If  it  is  the  policy  of  this  country  hereaf- 
ter to  go  to  war  for  the  protectioo  of  commerce  ia 
whatever  way  it  may  be  invaded,  every  meiuira 
of  this  Administration  has  heretofore  been  de- 
cidedly wrong.  If  this  new  principle  is  la  be 
acted  OD,aad«  naval  establishment  to  becherished, 
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what  cKQ  you  do?  By  exBciing  frucn  tbe  people 
every  farthtrg  Ihey  can  pay,  you  may  be  able  to 
support  Ibitly  ships  or-Lbe-tine  ;  and  are  you  pre- 
pared wicb  that  force  to  carry  on  a  maritime  war 
m  defence  of  commerce?  It  ia  mere  ^uixoCbm. 
As  well  migbt  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  with  his 
80,000  troops,  declare  war  agaiasl  FraDc&  when- 
ever that  nation  should  undertake  to  march  troops 
through  his  territory.  There  is  a  physical  iuabil- 
it]r  in  the  United  Stales  to  defend  commeice  in 
this  way.  It  ia  aitempting  to  assume  a  rank  which 
cannot  fail  to  degrade  us.  Are  we  bd  indepen- 
dent nation  1  Have  we  a  right  to  do  what  we 
please  t  There  can  be  to  duubt  of  this;  but.  does 
It  follow  that  we  are  lo. throw  away  our  liberties 
and  the  Cooniitution  in  a  conlest  which  can  only 
end  In  our  disgrace? 

Mr.  Cloptok  said,  be  had  not  the  advantage  of 
hearing  the  previous  debate  on  (his  subject.  He 
had  derived  his  inforniBtioD  from  other  sources 
than  chat  alluded  to  by  his  colleague ;  from  which, 
it  appeared  to  bim  that  the  general  tenor  of  the 
opposition  arose  from  the  alleged  tendency  of  this 
measure  to  carry  us  into  a  state  of  war.  Whe- 
ther in  making  these  remarks  he  had  been  correct 
or  Dot,  was  for  tbe  House  to  judge ;  but  whether 
those  retnarks  bad  or  had  not  a  bearing  upon  the 
subject,  he  was  sure  they  did  not  constitute  the 
first  instance  of  an  aberration,  and,  he  would  add, 
a  wide  aberration,  from  the  subject  before  the 

Mr.  J.  Randolps  said,  he  did  not  allude  to  (he 
gen  tie  man's  observalioDs— he  did  oot  hear  them. 

The  question  to  recommit  the  bill  having  been 
disagreed  to,  it  passed — yeas  93,  nays  32,  as  fol- 

YiAi — Evan  Alexander,  Will  ii  Abton,  ji.,  Isue  An- 
dcnon,  David  Baid,  Joaaph  Barker,  Bniwall  Bu«t, 
Geoiga  M.  Bedingar,  Bamabsa  Bidwell,  William  Black- 
ledge,  John  Blake,JT.,  Thomas  Bloant,  Robert  Brana, 
William  Butler,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
John  Claiboms,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  CI«t,  Mat- 
then  Claj,  George  Clinton,  jr.,  John  Clopton,  Fioder- 
ick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covington,  Jacob 
Crowninshield,  Richaid  CutU,  Edb  Darby,  John  Daw- 
son, Wilham  Dickson,  Ellu  Earle,  Peter  Early,  Jamea 
Elliot, Ebenoiet  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppos,  Wm. Findiey, 
Jsmes  Fiak,  John  Fowler,  Pelerson  Goodwyn,  Edwin 
Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silai  Habej, 
John  Hamilton,  William  Helms,  David  Holmes,  John 
G.  Jsckwn,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nehemioh 
Knight,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  McFarlsnd,  Patrick 
Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Jodafa  Hasten,  Wm.  Mac- 
Greery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore.  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gnrdon  8.  Mnmfbrd,  Roger 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Jowph  H.  Nicbolun,  Gid- 
eon Olin,  John  Pngh,  Thomaa  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea 
of  PennsyEvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennewee,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, John  Ruoeil,  Peter  Soilly,  Thomas  Simmons, 
Martin  G.  Schimeman.  Gbeneier  Soever,  Jamei  Sloan, 
John  Smilio,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  South- 
ard, Joseph  Stanton.  David  Tbomoj,  Uri  Tracy,  Philip 
Van  Corllandt,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Matthew  Walton, 
John  Whilehill,  Robert  Whilehill,  David  R.  Williams, 
Mumsduke  Williinis,  Nathan  Williams,  Alexander 
Wilmn,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 
Nits — Silaa  Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  John  Camp- 


bell, Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dav- 
iporl,  jr.,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  James  M.  Gar- 
itt,  Seth  Haktinge,  David  Hough,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jr.,  Jonah  (juincy,  John  Randol[rfi,  Thomas  Sandford, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  ThOmas  Spalding,  Richard  Stan- 
lord,  William  Sledman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Benjamin  Tallnodfe,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R. 
ThompBon,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  KJl- 
lian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  G.  Veiplanck,  and 
Peleg  Wadsworth. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  approprialioni  for 
the  aupportof  Government  for  the  vear  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  six.  The  bill  was  reported 
'ilh  several  amendments  thereto. 
The  House  proceeded  (oconsider  the  said  amend- 
ments ;  and  an  adjournment  being  called  for,  the 
House  adjourned. 


Tbursdat,  March  ST. 

Mr.  Nel80H,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  nineteenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Rinaldo  Johnson  j  which  was  read  twice, 
commilied  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mt.  D.  R.  Williams,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  sevenih  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  to 
prohibit  the  iutroduclion  of  slaves  into  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  and  tbe  Territory  of  Orleans; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Cota- 
miitee  of  the  Whole  on  Saturday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  lo  reconsider  the  ameod- 
meat  Insisted  on  by  the  Senate  to  (he  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensatioD  of 
the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives:"  Whereupon, 

Raolned,  That  ibis  House  do  insist  on  their  dis- 
agreement to  [he  said  amendment. 

Retained,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
conference  desired  by  the  Senate  on  ilie  subject- 
matter  of  the  said  amendment ;  and  that  Mr.  Lbib, 
Mr.  ALaTON,  and  Mr.CflowNiHaHiELD,  be  appoint- 
ed managera  at  the  said  conference,  on  the  part  of 
this  House. 

The  HoUFe  proceeded  to  consider  the  second 
amendmenc  insisted  on  bv  (he  Senate  to  Che  bill, 
eoiitled  "  Ao  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles 
for  the  government  of  the  Armies  of  the  Uniied 
States:"  Wbereupon, 

Xetolved,  That  this  Hoose  dolh  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  (he  said  amendment. 

Remtved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
conference  desired  by  the  Senate  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  said  amendmeai;  and  that  Mr.  Vab- 
NDM,  Mr.  Tallmadqh,  and  Mr.  Covimoton,  be 
appointed  managers  at  the  said  conference,  on  (he 
part  of  (his  House. 

Mr.  J.  Easdo(.ph,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appropriaiiuns 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  Eatabtishment  of 
(he  United  States,  during  the  yesr  one  tiiousand 
eight  hundred  and  six;  which  wss  read  twice,  and' 
committed  (o  a  Committee  of  (he  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next. 
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Mr.  J.  Rahdolfh,  from  the  same  cmaroiitee, 
pr^^enied  a  bilt  laakiDgippropriatioaEfor  the  sup- 
port of  the  Navy  of  tbe  United  Slatei<.  duriae  iIia 
year  one  ibousand  eifhl  bundred  and  six ;  wbich 
was  read  twice.aad  committed  toa  Comaiittee of 
the  Whole  OD  Moaday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clare,  [bat  th«  Hotiae  do 
cotite  (o  the  following  reiolution; 

"  Raolced,  Thit  it  ik  ezpeilient  ID  imenil  tbB  ect 
Aiing  the  Militsiy  Peace  Enabliibment  of  the  Unit«J 
dtata.puMdlheailteenthdayofMwcb.one  tbouiand 
eight  hondred  and  two,  m>  f>r  m  to  aboliib  the  office  of 
Brigadier  Oenenl ;" 

Ordered,  Tb«l  the  raid  resolation  do  lie  on  the 
Ubie. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

Tbe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
meDta  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whok 
Hotise,  f  eftterday,  to  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  (^oTernment  for  tbe  year  one 
thouHod  ei^bt  bundred  and  six:  whereupon,  tbe 
s'mendroenti  to  the  first  section  being  aKsIn  read, 
«ere,  on  the  qnextion  seTeratly-  put  thereupon, 
•greed  to  by  the  House. 

Tbe  first  amendment  proposed  to  be  added  to 
the  end  of  the  first  section  of  the  said  bill  being 
■;gain  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  in  the  following 
words,  to  wit: 

"  For  exploring  tbe  witen  of  tbe  country  ceded  b; 
cjonventionof  the  thirtiethof  Aprit,  one  thoumnd  eight 
UnndTed  and  three,  and  calabliBhing  commen«  with  the 
Indian  tnbei  inhabiting  the  aame,  five  thousand  dol- 

law:" 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  House  do  agree 
with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in  tbe 
Aid  amendment,  and  resolred  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  97,  nays  15,  as  follows; 

ViiB— Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac 
Andsraon,  DaTid  Bard,  Joseph  Barker.  Bnmett  Basset, 
George  M.  Brdingec.  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell. 
William  Blackledge.  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount, 
Bbbert  Brown.  William  Butler,  John  Chamllei,  Martin 
^ittenden,  John  Olaibame,  Christopher  Clarii,  Joiepfa 
Clay,  MatAeff  Clay,  Oeorge  Clinton,  jr.,  John  Clop- 
tOD,  Fiadarick  Conrad,  Jacob  Ciowninshisld,  Richard 
CiUta,  Ezra  Daihy,  John  Dawson,  William  Dickson, 
Elias  Eaile,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Ebeneser  Elmer, 
Jobn  W.  Elites,  Williajn  Findley,  Junes  Fisk,  John 
Powler.  Jamea  H.  Garnett.  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg, 
laaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Hslaey,  John  Hamilton,  Seth 
Hastings,  Daiid  Holmes,  John  G.  Jsckson,  Walter 
Jonea,  Michael  Leib.  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  McFar- 
land,  Patrick  Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiab  Masters, 
Williun  McCreeiy,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomss  Moore, 
Jeromtsh  Morrow,  Jobn  Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mumlbrd, 
Itoger  NcIbod,  Thomas  Nonton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nich- 
oUon,  Gideon  Olin,  Jobn  Fogb,  John  Rsnclolph,  Tho- 
•nu  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Rnsaell,  Peter 
Saillf,  Tbamas  Sammons,  Thomas  Ijandford,  Martin 
O-  BchuDemsn.  Ebenezer  SeHver.  Jsmea  Sloan,  John 
Snilie  Jobn  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
llioinaa  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton, 
tewis  B.  Stnrgea,  Samuel   Taggart.  David  Thomas, 


PhiliD  B.  Thompwin,  Dri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Varnum, 
Matthew  Walton.  John  Whilahill,  Robert  Wbitebill,  I 
DaTid  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  Williams,   Nathim  I 


WilUama,  Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Jo. 
seph  Winston. 

Nits — Jobn  Campbell,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Cor- 
jnpon,  Samuel  W.  Duia,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Wil- 
liam EIt,  Charles  Ooldsboroagb,  Peterson  Goodiryn, 
Daiid  Hough,  Josiab  Qumcy,  Jobn  Cotton  Smith,  Bea- 
jamin  Tallmsdge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Abram  Trigg,  and 
Daniel  C.  Verplan^. 

Tbe  second  and  last  amendineai  (o  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  said  bill,  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  being  agaio  twice  read,  wsa.  on  tbe 
queatioD  pat  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  tne  Hoose. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  tmead- 
ments'agreed  to,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-day. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government,  for  tbe  year  one  ihoaitand 
eight  bundred  and  sis,  wu  read  tbe  third  time 
and  passed. 

FainaT,  March  38. 

Mr.  T.  M.  RaNDOLPa,  from  the  comtaiitee  ap- 
pointed on  tbe  sixth  of  January  last,  presented  a 
bill  incorporating  an  institution  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the 
education  of  youth,  and  tbe  promotion  and  diffu- 
sion of  learning  and  scleoce,  and  granting  to  the 
aatue  certain  public  lots  within  tbe  said  city; 
which  wan  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  RooEB  Nelson,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  twenty-sixth  i nst a ni,  presented  a 
billsupplemeniary  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  more 
efi^eluallr  to  provide  fur  the  organization  of  the 
militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia ;"  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Dawsdr,  from  the  conimlitee  dMRwiiedoii 
the  tWeuty-fifth  instant,  presented  a  bill  for  forti- 
fying the  |iorts  and  harbon  of  the  dDtonl  States, 


nd  for  building  gunboats;  whrch  was  i^d  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  cdnsfder  a  ittolion  rf 
tne  Iwenly-fifih  in  Ibe  words  followtBg.  to  wit : 

Baoked,  iy  Ihe  SentUt  and  Houae  of  Btjn^titnla- 
liva  oftht  United  Statu  ofAnuriaita  Congrtte  aa~ 
temb&d.  That  the  Postmaster  Xieneialbe  directed  to 
cause  the  Post  Office,  for  the  Ci^  of  WaahiDglon,  ta 

be  kept,  after  tbe day  of next,  si  or  near  like 

Capitol." 

Ordered,  That  the  furibeTcon5idera,tlon'orthe 

id  motion  be  postponed  indeGoilely. 
PLURALITY  OF  OFFICES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a.  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  on  the  followiog  resolutions  snbmiited 

me  time  since  by  Mr.  J.  RAiinoi.i-H: 

Setclved,  That  •  contractor  under  the  Goreminent 
of  the  United  States  la  an  officer  within  tbe  purriew 
mi  meaniog  of  the  Constitution,  and,  as  snch,  is  inca- 
pable of  holding  a  seat  in  tbia  Houae. 

Raohed,  That  the  union  of  a  plurality  of  offices  b) 
the  person  of  a  single  individual,  but  more  especial^ot 
the  military  with  the  cItII  autborrtj,  is  r^agnant  ta 
tbe  spuit  of  the  Constitu^n  of  the  United  Stalea,  and 
tends  to  the  introducing  of  an  atbitrair  govenunent. 
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RetOked,  That  proTblon  ong^t  ia  be  made,  bj  ttw, 
orender  anyofficar,  in  the  Army  or  Nsvy  Dfthe  Uni- 
ed  Statu,  iocBpable  of  holding  any  civil  office  iind«r 
the  United  SUtei. 

The  qaestiOD  was  Uken  on  tbese  /esolQlioos 
without  debate. 

The  first  WIS  agreed  to — ayes  54,  noes  37. 

The  second  was  agreed  to — ayes. 75 :  and 

The  third  Was  agreed  to  Without  a  dmsioii. 

When  the  Committee  rose  atid  reported  llieir 
agreement  to  the  resolutions. 

The  House  inimediateir  considered  the  report. 

Od  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whale  in  their  agreement  to  the  first  resolaiion, 

Mr.  PiBt  said  he  sincerely  regrelted'il  was  apt 
in  bis  power  to  vote  for  this  reaolution.  He  re- 
gretted there  was  no  such  principle  in  the  Con- 
Btitntion  as  is  prescribed.  Sfuch  a  principle  not 
being  in  the  Uonstiiution,  he  did  not  conceive  it 
in  the  power  of  the  Rouse  to  mate  the  provision. 
It  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  in  their  power  to  say  a 
man  should  not  hold  a  seat  in  that  House  who 
was  not  prohibited  by  the  Constituiion.  It  was 
on  this  ground  only  he  was  against  the  resolution 
under  consideraiioQ. 

Mr.  J,  Randolph. — I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Terinont  may  in  perfect  coosi»tence  with  the 
principle  he  has  hid  down  which  I  do  not  mean 
at  present  to  contest,  give  nis'  rote  in  favor  of  this 
resolution.  He  says  that  this  House  has  not  a' 
right  to  make  a  disqualification  which  the  Con- 
stitution itself  does  not  attach  to  the  tenure  of  a 
seat  on  this  floOr  ;  that  the  Cobstilution  d^aws  a 
line  between  the  qoalifieation  and  disqaalification' 
uf  a  member,  ^tid  ib^t  this  House  has  no  riabt  to 
alter  them.  What  do  we  propose  to  do  1  To  add 
a  new  disqualificKlioti T  No;  to  do  that  which 
the  Constitution  put  in  our  hands,  which  it  not 
only  authorizes  but  enjoins  upon  us.  The  Con- 
stitution declares  that  each  House  shall  be  the 
judge  of  tiie  qualification  of  iis  members,  tt  is 
clearly,  then,  the  duty  of  the  House  to  expound 
what  is  01*  is  not  a  disqualification;  and  we  are  now 
ilnly  about  to  declare  what  is  such  a  disqualifica- 
lion — merely  to  expound  the  Constituiion  on  this 
head.  I  know  some  gentlemen  are  startled  at  the 
idea  of  expooniting  the  Constitution.  But  do  we 
not  do  this  every  day?  Is  not  the  passase  of 
every  act  a  declaration  on  the  part  of  this  House 
that  a  decision  upon  it  is  among  iheir  Constitu- 
tional powers  ?  Or,  in  other  words,  is  it  not  an 
exposition  of  the  CoastiiutioQ  1  So  in  this  in- 
stance, I  will  suppose  a  mao  returned  to  serve  as 
a  member  of  this  House,  and  that  he  is  declared, 
for  some  reason,  to  be  disqualified  from  boldinff 
a  seat.  This,  according  to  the  gentleman,  would 
be  expounding  the  Cocstilotion.  We  propose 
doing  no  more  than  saying,  if  the'  Secretary  of 
State,  or  Chief  Justice,  should  come  here,  they 
cannot  hold  a  seat.  We  say  that  an  abuse  eifisis 
under  the  Constitution,  and  ofier  a  remedy. 

I  have  heard  some  quibbling  about  the  meaning 
of  the  word  "officer."  What  is  the  meaning  of 
ofl!ce?  Agency  ;  it  is  the  office  of  a  man's  cook 
to  dress  his  dinner,  of  a' tailor  to  supply  him  with 
clothes }  and  it  is  the  office  of  a  contractor  to  fat- 


ten on  the  land — (o  acquire  lordships,  demesnes, 
baronies — extensive  territory — by  the  advantage 
he  derives  from  holding  the  public  mooey,  in  vir- 
tue of  his  contract.  But  it  is  asked,  if  a  contractor 
is  an  office!  1  and  whether  he  can  be  impeached? 
because,  under  the  Constitution,  all  civil  offieen 
are  liable  to  impeachment.  Would  you  imppacH 
the  Marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia?  It  may 
be  answered  thai  vou  may  impeach  him,  but  tha# 
you  would  not  probably  do  so,  because  that  wouW 
be  breaking  a  buiterfiy  on  the  wheel.  Would  von 
impeach  a  deputy  rosimasier?  And  yet  when 
the  postmaster  at  New  York  accepted  his  ap- 
pointment, did  he  not  vacate  his  seat  in  the  Sen- 
atef  There  is  no  doubt  a  contractor  is  an  oflBeer 
profwipore— it  isnotan  office  in  perpetuity,  bat 
created  for  a  time,  anrf  for  a  particular  purpose. 
And  I  vvill  ask,  if  it  is  not  more  dangerous  to  the' 


than  officers  with  legal  salaries  aod  appointmenlsl 
If  we  are  to  admit  either,  I  say,  give  me  the  le^ 
ofiScer,  wiih  a  determinate  salary  and  definite^ 
powers,  rather  than  the  contractor  who  may  gaiii 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  ol  dollars  bf  a 
single  job.  But,  if  the  gemleman  from  Termont 
is  of  opinion  that  a  contractor  is  not  an  officer, 
under  the  Constitution,  I  hope  he  will  join  cpe  in 
another  vote,  on  an  amendment  which  I  shall  bejf 
leave  to  offer— this  goes  only  to  purge  these  walls, 
not  those  of  the  other  House.  1  mean  an  amende 
merit  declaring  void  all  contracts  made  with  miem- 
bers  of  either  House, and  on  this  principle:  Be- 
tween the  sessions  of  the  Legislature  it  is  Hossf- 
Me  for  a  member  to  receive  a  lucrative  job,  b* 
which  be  may  put  thousands  in  his  pocket,  and, 
which  being  completed  in  the  recess,  aod  there 
being  nobody  to  take  cognizance  of  it,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  apply  a  remedy.  But,  I  hop^  ibia 
construction,  whicn,  so  far  as  relates  to  our  own: 
House,  we  have  aii  undoubted  ri^il  to  make,  #ilt 
obtain  aa  the  true  construction  of  the  Constitd- 

Bot  it  is  said  that  this  House,  and  HoBsW 
which  may  hereafter  meet,  may  give  the  Conali- 
tution  a  different  construction.  No  doubt  of  ifj 
and  this  may  operate  to  the  end  of  linie.  A  fofm- 
er  House  passed  a  Sedition  law;  a  subsequent 
House  deemed  the  law  uncoQEtitutional.  It  is' 
true  they  did  not  declare  ft  so,  and  I  am  sorry  for 
it ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  fact.  Now,  w« 
n(ay  pass  a  Sedition  law  again  to-morrbw,  an* 
the  people  rise  up  against  it,  and  send  different 
members  to  represent  them.  The  people  may 
again  slumber  i  as  long  as  you  keep  your  hauda 
from  their  pockets,  they  will  keep  their  eyesfroB* 
yours  ;  and,  in  the  same  way,  this  law  may  be 
repealed.  I  can, therefore,  seeno  forceio  thisob- 
jection.    The  courts  of  justice  nnderiake  to  ex- 

EDUnd  the  Constitution,  and  shall  not  the  House  of 
Lepresenlatives  be  as  competent  to  do  this  as  any 
court  of  justice  1  I  will  suppose  a  case,  that  of 
a  man  condemued  under  the  Sedition  law  by  ?i 
tribunal  of  justice.  Suppose  men  of  different 
principles  come  on  the  bench,  would  they  hesitStie 
to  reverse  the  preceding  decision  of  tbe  eoart? 
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iDdispoubly  Dot.    HeT«,  (oo,  then,  w«  would  be- 
hold varying  and  repugOBQC  decisions. 

Mr.  Epfeb. — I  have  do  doubt  that  ererf  objec- 
tion which  can  be  made  lo  a  merohfr  of  this 
House  holding  a  civil  office  during  !(is  coDlinu- 
ance  aa  a  Representalire  applies  with  equal  Toice 
'  to  bis  holding  ■  lucrative  cootract.  The  frarners 
of  the  Consiitution  in  excluding  civil  officers 
from  the  floor  of  this  House^  moat  certaioly  Id- 
teoded  to  preveac  aoy  species  of  dependence 
which  might  influence  the  conduct  of  the  Repre- 
seoiative — to  preveot  his  looking  up  for  prefer- 
ment to  (he  Executive,  or  being  biassed  in  bis 
vole  hjr  Executive  favor.  A  lucrative  contract 
create*  the  same  species  of  dependence,  and 
ererv  objeciioo  which  could  be  urged  againsi 
aD  officer,  applies  with  equal  force  against  can- 
tractors,  who  are  dependent  an  the  Executive 
will,  and  particularly  carriers  of  the  mail.  While, 
however,  I  make  this  admitsion,  I  do  not  believe 
WB  have  power  to  pais  this  resolution.  The 
words  of  the  Coasiiiutioo  are :  "  No  person  hold- 
'  iag  an  office  under  the  United  Slates  sball  be  a 
'  member  of  either  Housa  during  his  continuance 
'  ID  office."  These  words  are  plain  and  clear. 
Their  obvious  inieDiian  was  to  have  excluded 
officers  and  officers  only.  It  would  certainly  have 
heen  equally  wise  to  have  excluded  contractors, 
because  the  reason  for  excluding  officers  applies 
to  them  with  equal  force.  We  are  not,  however, 
to  inquire  what  the  ConsiiiulioD  ought  to  have 
been,  but  what  it  is.  We  cannot  legislate  on  its 
spirit  againsi  the  strict  letter  of  the  insirumeDt. 
Our  inquiry  must  be,  is  he  an  officer  ?  If  an  of- 
ficer, under  the  words  of  the  Constitution,  he  is 
excluded ;  if  not  an  officer,  we  cannot  eiiclude 
him  by  law.  It  is  irae,  as  has  been  stated,  that, 
by  the  Constitution,  we  are  made  the  judges  of 
the  qualiScations  of  our  own  members.  Thi 
judgment,  however,  is  confined  within  very  nai 
row  limits.  The  Conititutioa  prescribes  the 
qualifications  of  a  member.  We  can  neither 
TOW  nor  enlarge  them  by  law.  Our  inquiry  _  _ 
go  DO  further  than  this:  has  the  Rppresentative 
the  qualifications  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  T 
Ao  extensive  meaning  has  been  given  to  the  word 
"office."  How  far  nuch  a  consiruetion  of  the 
meaning  of  this  word  ia  warranted,  I  leave  for 
others  to  decide.  That  all  contractors  are  not 
officers,  I  am  certain.  A  man,  for  instance,  makes 
a  contract  with  the  Governmeut  to  furnish  sup- 
plies. He  is  certainly  not  an  afficer,accordingto 
the  common  and  known  acceptation  of  that  word. 
He  is.  however,  a  contiacior,  and,  under  this  res- 
olution, excluded  from  a  !>eat  here.  A  carrier  of 
the  mail  approaches  very  near  an  officer.  The 
person  takes  an  oath,  is  subject  lo  penalties,  the 
remission  of  which  depend  on  the  Executive. 
His  duties  are  fixed  and  prescribed  by  law.  Near, 
however,  aa  this  species  of  cootract  approaches  lo 
an  office.  I  do  not  cooaider  that  the  word  "office" 
ia  the  Consiitution  can  include  even  this  species 
of  contract.  1  consider  the  word  ''office"  in  the 
Cunstitution  ought  to  be  construed  aceordiog  to 
the  usual  import  and  meaning  of  that  term ;  and 
•si  do  conscientiously  believe  that  the  word  "of 


Cce"  and  ihe  word  "  contract"  cannot  be  tortured 
to  mean  the  same  thing,  I  shall  vole  aigainit  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  At.8T0N. — White  I  am  as  much  opposed 
as  any  roan  to  see  any  holder  of  public  money 
within  the<e  walls,  1  cannot  justify  myself  in  de- 
claring what  is  or  what  is  not  the  CoDsticuiiou. 
If  in  any  case  (his  ought  to  ha  done,  thia  surely 
should  be;he  last.  What  is  its  effect?  To  de- 
prive a  member  of  his  seat  on  the  vote  of  a  bare 
majority,  when  the  Constitution  has  declared  that 
"  no  seat  shall  be  vacated  but  on  (he  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members."  Let  this  House  aay  so, 
and  what  becomes  of  a  contractor,  if  any  such 
there  be  within  these  walls?  The  decision  of  the 
House  will  be  in  violation  of  the  ConstiiQiion. 
No  man  who  knows  me  will  imagine  that  1  have 
any  partiality  for  contractors  holding  seats  within 
these  walls.  I  have  never  held  a  coutract,  or  re- 
ceived a  cent  of  the  public  money  but  fw  my 
wages  as  a  member  of  this  House.  I  am,  there- 
fore, as  disinterested  as  man  can  be  oo  this  pojuL 
If  there  is  a  contractor  within  the  meaning  ofthe 
Constitution,  let  him  be  pointed  out.  lam  not 
certain  how  I  shall  vote  upon  such  a  proposition. 
But  I  will  not  declare  beforehand  a  puticnlar 
coDstruciion  of  the  Constitution.  If  I  believe 
the  case  comes  within  the  Constitution, of  which 
I  am  not  certain,  I  will  vote  for  cleai-iog-  the 
House  of  such  a  member.  But  I  will  sot  con- 
sent to  a  majority  declaring  in  this  way  what 
they  cannot  carry  into  efiecl.  How  can  this  be 
done  1  If  you  cannot  get  two-tbirds  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  to  vacate  the  seat,  I  ask 
what  becomes  of  (he  resolution  declaratory  of  the 
meaning  of  the  Constitution?  But  it  ia  idle  to 
pass  a  declaratory  resolution  unless  it  can  be  car- 
ried intn  effect.  One  thing  I  will  say,  if  (be 
mover  will  modify  his  resoluiion  so  aa  to  impose 
a  penalty  on  any  officer  who  shall  make  a  con- 
tract with  a  mrraber  of  Congress,  I  will  give  it 
my  consent.  For  I  wish  to  see  no  man  in  these 
walls  dependent  on  the  Government.  I  still  ad- 
here to  t:ie  principle  which  I  set  out  with,  when 
I  entered  into  public  life,  for  I  became  a  member 
of  tiie  Legislature  of  the  State  which  I  hare  the 
honor  to  represent  at  the  a^  of  twenty-one ;  but 
there  was  no  office  in  thegift  of  any  Qovernment 
which  I  would  possess.  This  is  a  principle  to 
which  I  strictly  adhere,  and  I  do  not  believe  I 
have  any  relation  on  earth  who  holds  an  office, 
ous  as  my  relatives  are. 
J.  Cl*y.— The  gentleman  says  he  b  will- 
ing to  vote  for  the  expulsion  of  any  meiuber  on 
this  floor  who  holds  public  money. 

Mr.  Alston  explained  by  olserving  that  he 
had  out  absolutely  said  so. 

Mr.  J.  Clit.— If  this  cannot  be  done  under  the 
Constitution,  with  what  consistency  can  the  gen- 
tleman vote  for  the  measure  he  proposes,  as,  under 
the  provision  of  the  Cunatitutioa  alluded  to,  we 
have  no  right  to  expel  a  member  hut  for  some 
oSence  committed  by  hiru  1  The  judges  of  yoor 
couris  as  well  as  the  State  courts  h>tvB  assumed 
the  right  of  expounding  the  CunstitutioQ,  inas- 
much as  they  are  bound  on  oath  lo  support  it. 
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Are  we  not  bound  by  the  same  oiih  to  sapporl  ii  ? 
And  haTe  we  not,  by  parity  of  reasoning,  [nesame 
right  lo  coDRtrue  it?  Are  Dot  gentlemen  indeed, 
by  (heir  negative  vole,  giving  tbe  Consiitulion 
their  owa  exposition  1  1  have  no  doubt  of  our 
right  to  expound  the  Constiiutioo.  Let  us  tale 
ihiaES  Bs  they  are.  What  i*  an  oScerl  A  roan 
holding  a  public  charge  or  agency.  What  is  an 
office?  A  public  charge  or  agency.  Is  not  a 
contract  aa  agency'?  A  man  cootracts  to  carry 
letters  in  ihe  mail.  Is  not  thai  an  agency  T  So 
a  man  contractu  as  an  agent  of  (be  Postmaster 
General  to  carry  letters  from  WashinglOD  (o  Bal- 
timore;  is  he  not  as  much  an  officer  as  iTbe  resided 
at  WasbingtOk  or  Baltimore?  The  only  differ- 
ence is,  thai  one  is  movinr  and  the  other  siationa- 
ty.  Every  officer  under  tne  OoTerDinent  is  a  con- 
tractor, inasmucb  as  be  contracts  to  do  cerlaiu 
things  for  a  certain  sum  of  money.  I  believe, 
likewise,  the  converse  of  the  proposition  is  true, 
and  that  contractors  are  likewise  offieen. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  Mid,  were  this  proposition  pro- 
posed as  an  atnendment  to  the  Conaiitoiion,  he 
should  vote  for  it ;  but  for  reasons  very  different 
from  those  which  had  been  assigned.  He  did 
not  believe  that  erery  contractor  was  an  officer 
under  the  Constitution,  for  if  this  was  the  case, 
every  man  who  furnished  the  public  with  the 
least  article  of  supply  would  be  an  officer — Ihe 
miller  who  sold  flour  for  the  use  of  the  army,  as 
well  as  ibe  stationer  who  supplied  the  House 
with  paper  and  quills.  Every  roan  who  sold  any- 
thing lo  Ihe  QovernmeDl  roust,  in  this  light,  be 
considered  as  an  officer.  Would  genlleuien  be 
disposed  to  exclude  all  persons  of  this  description 
from  a  seal  in  this  House  ?  Great  weight  had 
been  attached  lo  that  clause  in  the  Constiiutioi 
which  made  the  two  Houses  judges  of  the  qual- 
ifications of  their  members;  but  it  was  a  sufficient 
answer  to  this  argument  to  observe,  that  though 
the  Constiturion  gives  (he  two  Houses  the  power 
of  judging  of  the  qualifications  of  their  members,  it 
does  not  give  ihem  the  power  to  roake  those  qual- 
ifications.   He  agreed  that  it  was  discretionary 
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thirds  of  the  members.  He  had'  alwap  nnder- 
stood,  and  believed  it  to  be  correct,  that  it 
an  essential  aiiribute  of  office  for  a  roan  Ic  , 
sess  some  powf  r,  to  be  exercised  on  behalf  of  Ihe 
QoverUDieQI.  Now  a  mere  contractor  receives 
ir;  he  only  enters  iuioan  engage- 
urm  certain  specified  duties. 
DOLPB  desired  that  pan  of  the  Con- 
n  to  be  read,  which  authorizes  the  expul- 
sion of  a  member,  by  which,  he  said,  it  would 
appear  that  such  expulsion  could  only  he  made 
fur  disorderly  behaviour. 

The  Clerk  read  the  article  as  follows 
"  Each  House  may  detennine  the  rules  of  its  pro- 
ceedings; punish  ita  membeisfbrdisorderly  behaviour, 
and,  with   the  conenrrencB  of   twa-thjtd*,  expel 
member." 

Mr.  Q.  W.  Caupbgli.  said  he  would  assign 
the  reasons,  on  accopat  of  which  he  could  not 
give  his  vote  io  fam  of  the  resolution  under 


consideration.  It  proposed  to  decide  what  shalL 
and  what  shall  not  he  the  true  construction  of 
the  Constitution  as  to  the  term  o^tce.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  it  was  not  competent  for  that 
"  !e  to  put  a  construction  upon  the  Constiin- 
...,  except  in  a  particular  case  under  their  con- 
sideration; and  that  they  could  then  and  then 
only  act  upon  it.  If  there  were  any  gentlemen 
upon  the  floor  of  the  House  who  were  eonirae- 
torE,and  amotion  should  be  made  to  expel  tfaero, 
be  would  then  be  ready  lo  give  bis  vote  upon 
such  a  motion  ;  but  he  was  not  prepared  to  give 
a  general  canptruction  to  the  Constitution  as  lo 
the  existence  of  any  such  case.  With  regard  to 
the  case  under  cosideration,  he  was  not  prepared 
to  say  whether  a  contractor  was  an  officer  wiifain 
the  meaning  of  the  Coostiiution.  The  Constitu- 
tion declared  that  no  Senator  or  Representative 
should  be  appointed  to  an  office:  when,  therefore, 
they  were  inquiring  what  couslituied  an  office  un- 
der the  CoQstiiulion,  it  was  necessary  that  ibey 
should  cefer  lo  the  Constitution  itself,  to  deter- 
mine the  meaning  of  the  word  o^ce.  It  declares, 
in  Ihe  third  section  of  the  second  article,  that  the 
President  shall  commission  all  the  officers  of 
Ihe  United  States.  I  am  not  prepared,  said  Mr. 
C,  to  say  that  a  man  is  an  officer  who  is  not  so 
comroiisioned  under  the  Constitution.  It  appears 
to  me  that  a  person  roust  have  a  commission  be- 
fore he  can  oe  considered  an  officer  under  the 
Constitaiion.  Mr.  C.  said  be  was  clearly  of  opin- 
ion that  it  would  be  advisable  to  make  a  provi- 
sion to  remedy  the  evil,  and  be  would  cheerfuUr 
agree  to  any  measure  which  would  have  this 
elect,  as  he  did  consider  it  extremely  iadecorous 
for  any  man  holding  a  contract  and  Ihe  money 
of  the  public  to  participate  in  (he  making  of  laws 
for  its  application. 

Mr.  R.  Nelboh  said  he  was  sorry  that  he  conid 
not  on  this  occasion,  consistent  with  the  oath  be 
bad  taken  to  support  the  Constitution,  advocate 
the  resolution  under  consideraiion.  He  agreed 
that  it  was  highly  improper  for  contractors  to 
hold  seats  in  toat  House,  as  there  were  roany 
eases  in  which  they  could  not  give  a  free  and 
impartial  vote;  bui  in  bis  opinion  there  was  no 
power  to  exclude  roembers  from  a  seat,  unless 
that  power  was  contained  in  Ihe  Constitution. 
He  said  he  would  give  his  idea  of  the  spirit  and 
meaning  of  the  Consiitution  on  this  point.  They 
were  bound  by  its  letter — wbere  ihe  letter  and  the 
wordsof  it  were  plain, they  werebound  sirictty  lo 
adhere  to  them ;  where,  from  the  wording,  the 
meaning  was  doubtful,  or  difficuli)  every  mem- 
ber was  bound  to  put  that  construction  which 
h!!>  judgment  dictated.  But  where  there  was  no 
difficulty,  where  the  words  were  plain  and  ob- 
vious, he  would  ever  raise  his  hands  against  what 
was  called  the  spirit  of  the  Coostituiion,  or,  in 
other  words.givingitameaniog  which  the  words 
would  not  bear.  If  this  power  existed  io  ibe 
Constitution,  it  must  be  found  under  that  seelioa, 
which  declares,  that  "No  Seuaior  or  Represeo- 
■  iBiive  shall,  during  the  time  for  which  he  waa 
'  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  under  the 
<  autfaority  of  tfae  United  Slates,  which  shall  have 
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'  beeD  crested,  or  ihe  emolumeats  nf  which  shall 
'  have  been  increased,  duricg  such  time;  an 
'  persou  boldiDganyoflice  under  ihe  United  Slates 
'  shall  be  a  mem  berofeithei  House,  during  his 
'  Uauance  in  ofSce."  The  question  then  com 
the  single  point :  Is  a  contractor  an  officer  under 
the  CoDstituiioQ  ?  If  he  is,  there  is  do  doubt  be 
ma^  be  excluded  from  a  seat  io  this  House  ;  but 
lie  IS  not,  be  csnnpt  be  excluded.  What  then 
the  idea  of  an  officer  utider  ibe  Goastitutioc 
It  either  loust  be  recojgniac d  by  the  Constitulio 
01  some  law  passed  in  conformity  to  it,  for  i 
man  under  the  QoTernmeut  has  aright  witho 
law  to  create  as  maoy  offices  as  he  pleases.  The 
Postmaster  Oeoeral  has  a  right  to  coatract  foi 
carryiuE  the  mail ;  be  may  employ  for  this  pur- 
pose filTy,  five  hundred,  or  five  toousaad  mea. 
Will  anybody  theoce  contend  that  the  Postmas- 
ter Cfeneral.  has  the  right  of  cresting  five  thousand 
offices?.  .Our  Constitution  has  been  justly  ex- 
tolled as  the  freest  in  the  world,  and  as  the  best 
calculated  to  promote  the  hapoiaess  and  security 
of  the  people.  It  bas  been  called  free  in  contia- 
dUlinclion  to  those  despotic  {roTernmenls,  where 
all  the  offices  are  held  up  to  sale.  Is  not  this  the 
e^  with  contracts?  Are  they  not  uniformly 
gi*en  to  the  lowest  bidder  T  What  gorernment  of 
principle  then  is  this,  which  proposes  to  put  a  con- 
atruciion  upon  the  Consiiiution,  by  which  offices 
under  tbe  Government  shall  he  thus  ex  posed  to 
■ale?  But  are  they  in  truth  officers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  recognised  either  by  the  Constitution 
or  laws  1  No,  they  are  not  officers  of  the  United 
States^  they  are  mere  hirelittgs  of  the  Posimaster 
Qeneral ;  he  has  not  ibe  power  of  setting  up  the 
Constitution  lo  the  highest  bidder.  If  so,  it  is 
no  longer  a  free  Consiiiutioa ;  it  does  not  deserve 
theeuFogiumB  which  have  beeo  so  justly  pawed 
upon  it.  , 

Mr.  Early. — I  would  not  rise  Io  trouble  you 
were  not  the  yeas  and  nays  to  he  recorded  on  this 
Question.  I  am  as  fully  sensible  as  the  honorable 
mover  of  the  resolution,  or  aay  other  gentleman 
on  this  floor,  of  the  extreme  impropriety,  to 
Hy  the  least  of  it,  of  persgns  remaining  members 
of  this  House  who  hold  a  coatract  under  the 
Governmentto  which  any  emolumentis attached. 
With  him  and  them  I  Delieve,  that  of  all  de- 
scriptions of  appointmeat,  this  is  the  most  im- 
proper to  be  blended,  where  the  emoluments  are 
not  fixed  by  law,  but  rise  or  fell  with  circum- 
■lances.  I  am  therefore  as  wiling  as  any  person 
eitn  be  to  ado|tt  aoy  measure  to  effect  a  remedy 
of  this  evil,  which  we  possess  the  Constitutional 
right  of  doing.  My  difficulty  on  this  subject  is 
not  the  same  with  that  presented  to  the  minds  of 
some  genilemen,  that  we  are  not  authorized  to 
ussB  resotuiion  putting  a  construction  upon  the 
ConsiituiioD.  On  this  subject,  by  the  Constitution 
we  are  made  judges  of  toe  quallGcations  of  the 
members  of  thiii  House.  Ifso.weare  necessarily 
judges  of  their  disqualification  also.  One  power 
implies  the  other.  I  therefore  have  no  difficulty  on 
this  score.  The  simple  question  is,  in  my  mind, 
whether  a  coniracior  is  an  officer  under  the  Con- 
stitution?   My  owa  opinion  is  decidedly  in  the 


negative — an  opinion  formed  after  the  most  ma- 
ture reflection.  I  can  appeal  to  you,  sir,  thai  I 
have  sought  after  truth  on  this  suojecl  with  io- 
dusiry;  and  I  can  appeal  to  other  members  to 
attest  my  having  contemplated  early  in  the  ses- 
sion the  ofieriDga  resolution  as  the  founilation  of 
a  taw,  togiveeuect  to  the  object  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  lo  declare  void  any  cooiraci  made 
by  any  officer  under  this  QovernmeDt  with  any 
member  of  either  House.  So  far  I  am  prepared 
to  go,  if  any  member  shall  introduce  such  a  pro* 
position.  The  possaze  of  such  a  taw  will  remove 
the  inconvenience  which  mi^ht  arise  from  iaier- 
fering  decisions  made  in  this  House  U  different 
time:i,  and  will  prevent  the  eilslence  of  a  dlfiei- 
ent  rule  in  the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

Mi.  Shille  said  he  heartily  Concurred  in  opiq- 
ion  with  those  gentlemen  who  considered  an  nnim 
of  a  contract  with  a  teat  on  this  floor  as  highly 
improper.  Bui  that  was  not  the  question  under 
consideration.  It  was  simply,  how  far  they  were 
authorized  by  the  Constitution  to  take  the  cooise 
now  recommended.  Everyman  attending  to  that 
Constitution,  would  see  that  it  had  two  ^reai  ob- 
jects in  view.  One  was  to  promote  the  loleresis 
of  the  community:  the  other  to  protect  the  rights 
of  individuals.  But  these  duties  were  equally 
sacred.  Was  it  then  proper,  in  maintaining  the 
one,  to  sacriSce  the  other?  To  avoid  ScyJJa  but 
strike  on  Cbarybdis?  He  wished  (o  Qod  liie 
Constitution  had  excluded  cootiactots;  but  as  it 
had  given  them  a  right  iii  common  with  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Stales  to  a  seat  on  that  fiooE 
in  case  they  were  elected,  he  could  not  in  con- 
science do  anything  which  would  take  away 
those  rights.;  It  did  not  belong  to  that  House, 
previous  to  the  existence  of  a  particular  ease,  to 
make  a  general  declaralioo.  When  a  pariienlar 
ease  was  brought  forward  it  would  t>e  time  enongh 
'~i  take  the  subject  under  consideration. 

Mr.  BiDWELi,  said,  before  he  gave  his  vole, he 
oulU  concisely  state  the  rea  ons  which  woald 
.fluence  him  in  giving  it.  This  was  not  a  mere 
question  of  policy,  but  a  question  that  implicaied 
the  Constitution.  It  was  their  duty  to  decide, 
not  what  the  Constitution  oughtiobe,  but  what  it 
However  it  might  or  might  not  eonforoi  to 
their  abstract  idea,  they  were  nevertheless  bonnd 
by  it'.  The  resolution  says  a  contractor  is  an  offi- 
cer within  the  meaning  of  the  ConstitaiioD.  In 
elucidating  this  point,  the  Constitution  must  be 
}ur  guide.  The  clause  of  the  Constitution  relied 
upon  if,  that  "no  person  holding  anv  office  under 
the  United  States,  shall  be  a  memlier  of  either 
House  during  his  continuance  in  office."  To  say 
that  a  contractor  is  an  officer  Is  giving  a  new  s^- 
niflcation  to  the  words  contractor  or  officer.  He 
considered  both  words  to  be  as  well  understood, 
and  to  have  as  defiiate  meanings  as  any  other 
words  in  the  English  language.  There  is  a  Con- 
stitutional dcfioitiob  of  the  word  officer  in  the 
third  seciioti  of  the  second  article  of  the  CddsI^- 
tution,  which  provides  that  the  President  "sbill 
commission  all  the  officers  of  the  United  Slaiei." 
Here  then  is  a  Constitutional  definition  ofwltat 
is  meant  by  a  person  holding  an  office,  viz:  a  per- 
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SOD  coram isjai on ed  by  ihe  president.  A  coQtreuior 
does  Dot  oeccEsarily  or  even  graeralty  buld  ^uch 
a.  comioissioD.  By  deciding  tnat  a  cootrartpr  is 
^u  officer,  it  will  be  decided  that  no  cootrHctor 
could  be  fipjioinied  witiioui  beiufr  commissioned 
by  the  Fresideat.  T^h,is  would  be  ezlenditig  tbe 
doctriiie  a  length  to  which  it  bad  never  been  car- 
ried. ITurther,  it  is  jtrovided,  that  the  Preaideut, 
Vice  President,  and  other  officers  of  the  QoTern- 
ment,  shall  lake  au  oatb  to  support  the  ConBiitn- 
tioD  of  the  Uuitcd  Stales.  Is  rbere  any  suoh  re- 
quiKitioD,  OT  has  it  been  usual  to  require  such  an 
oath  from  c6a(ractors7  Uoder  this  view  ofttte 
subteci,'  and  conceiving  hiiaaelf  bound  by  the 
oath  which  he  bad  taben  to  support  the  Consii' 
tuiioo,  he  could  not  in  conscience  asree  to  the 
resolution,  whatever  evils  it  might  have  for  its 
object  to  cure. 

Mr.  Rbea  (of  Tennesaef )  said  this  was  an  ab- 
stract question,  in  the  affirmative  of  which  be  was 
Dot  prepared  lo  vole.  There  wereabslract  reasons 
which  toduced  him  to  vote  against  the  resolution. 
He  said  he  was  averse  to  assume  from  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  what  was  not  ex- 
pressly deolared  therein. 

He  was  not  wilting  to  go  on,  by  a  principle  of 
construction,  until  the  Constitution  of  the  Untied 
Slates  was  made  anything  or  nothing.  There 
was  a  day  when  the  principle  of  construction  was 
reprobated,  and  now,  having  a  seat  in  this  honor- 
able House,  he  was  not  willing  to  revive  that 
principle.  He  said  he  was  determined  to  vote 
against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  J.  Bandolfh  admitted  lha.1  this  might  be, 
as  he  was  convinced  it  was  with  many  genile- 
mea,  and  hoped  it  was  with  all,  a  qgesiian  admil- 
tiog  of  a  fair  difference  of  opinion.  It  wai  a  Ques- 
tioD  that  respected  the  coDEtruciion  of  the  Con- 
fltituiioD  of  the  United  Slates.  The  point  in  issne, 
whether  a  contractor  is  or  is  not  an  officer  of  the 
United  States,  bad  been  aet  aside  by  being  b^ged. 
Qenilernen  argue  as  if  il  was  propose^to  add  a 
new  qualiGcanob  to  bolding  a  seat  on  ibis  flook-, 
when  in  truth,  no  such  qtiestion  eiisled;  the  only 
question  was,  whether  there  was  an  existing  dis- 
qualiGcatio'n.  While  I  am  up,  said  Mr.  Ht  per- 
mit me  to  say  Ihe  geotlerQati  froto  {Jarytand  has. 
with  a  peculiar  inieticiiy,  abandoned  ihB  ground 
yhich  he  h^d  first  taken.  Ete  says  thnl  a  con- 
tract cannot  be  a(i  o&ice,  beca|ise  the  former  are 
put  lip  tp' sole;  and  because  po  ^o,  uiifler.tble 
Conatitutioa,  can  possess  the  power  of  coaling  an 
jiide^niie  nuiaber  of  offices.  Anil  jei,  itay  ate 
those  men  who  carry  the  mail  or  aisduMVe  the 
duties'^f  postmasters  appointed,  but  on  the  mere 
dictum  of  the  Postmaster  Qenerat?  And  bow 
ate  fareiffn  Ministers  appolntedl  The);  are  not 
appointed  by  law.  The  President  nomioatw  as 
many  as  he  pleases,  and  is  only  limited  by  the 
money  at  his  disposal.  As  to  the  offices  under 
the  Postmaster  General^  as  has  been  alleged, 
beine  let  to  the  loirest  bidder,  I  believe  it  would 
be  difficult  to  establish  the  aUesaiion.  I  uoder-. 
stand  that  that  is  not  tJie  principle  on  which  they 
have  been  let  out.  We  are  told  that  a  contract  is 
noihiag  bilt  a  bargaip.    It  certainty  is  .a  bargain. 


Bm  suppose  the  office  of  Postmaster  General,  as 
that  seems  in  this  debate  to  have  engaged  so  much 
of  the  attention  of  gentlemen,  should  be  let  lo  the 
lowest  bidder;  would  the  person  that  dischariied 
those  duties  be  less  an  officer  of  the  United  States! 
There  is  one  office  which  I  believe  is  always  let 
to  the  lowest  bidder— a  common  executioner. 
Who  is  he?  The  deputy  of  the  sheriff:  and  quo 
ad  hoc,  he  is  as  inuch  ^n  o&cet  as  the  superior 
who  employs  him. 

What  do  we  propose  lo  dol  To  give  a  coo- 
structiqn  to, ihe  Constitution  which  is  to  operaite 
on  our  House  only,  and  Which  is  not  |o  govern 
the  other  House.  They  are  as  much  the  judges 
of  the  qualificaiioni  of  their  Own  members,  as  we 
areofine  qualifications  of  ours.  And  atlhous^ 
the  g;enlleman  from  Georgia  is  unwilline  a  dif- 
ferent nrincipte  should  obtain  in  the  two  Houses; 
and  alinough  I  should  be  glad  that  a  properjirin- 
ciple  shoiild  be  applied  lo  both,  and  should,  there- 
fore, be  willine  that  such  ^  principle  should  ba 
fixed  by  law;  I  am  not,  therefore, for  abandooing 
that,  which  we  have  an  indisputable  ri^ht  to  do, 
a  right  to  judge  of  the  qualiflcatioos  of^our  own 
members,  in  hope  of  obtamiagihat  which  we  may 
never  accomplish.  But  let  ine  ask  i hose  gentle- 
men who  profess  themselves  willing  to  aid  us  m 
framing  a  law  upon  ibis  subject,  now,  oo  their 
own  principle,  a  law  can  be  framed  to  do  that  by 
law  which  cannot,  as  they  say,  be  done  under  the 
Cooslitaiion  1  If  the  Constitution  does  not  au- 
thorise such  a  step,  much  less  will  it  be  author- 
ized by  our  laws.  .     .      , 

Mr.  Elmer  said  it  was  perfectly  clear  to  him, 
that  the  members  of  that  House  were  not  at  liberty 
to  vole  for  (he  resolution  under  consideration. 
Both  common  sense  and  the  Constitution  forbade 
considering  a  contract  in  the  light  of  an  office, 
and  he  had  never  before  beard  it  contended  that 
they  were  equivalent  terms.  Ha  would  cordially 
give  his  vote  for  aoy  law  which  could  be  consu- 
tulionally  passed,  to  get  rid  of  speculation  aa|l 
corruption  of  apysori,  but  the  path  which  be  had 
taken  to  support  the  Constitution  limited  bia 
power,  which  he  conld  not  transcend. 

Mr.  Sblly  said  he  would  concisely  as?ign 
the  reaiohs  which  would  induce  him  to  VQie 
asaiost  the  y solution.  He  did  n^t' believe  aa 
offi'cer  and  a  contriclot  meant  the  same  ibing^. 
With  regard  lb  the  contractors  holding  a  seal  on 
thai  floor,  it  might  happen  that  fi  inaQ  loighl  be  a 
contractor  without  Wiug  inlbe  least  disqualified 
trom  impartially  discharging  all  ihe  duties  pf^a 
member,  as  i.lie  .flonlract  which  he  lorP™  SOW* 
be  more  /oi  (he  gn<id  of  others  than  Ilia  own  .l«ne- 
&t.  He.however,alIowe(l  vlial  wmiB  ajwrsoo  heitd 
«  seat,  and  made  use  cif  ibe  power  it  fpive  turn  lo 
make  a  contract,  he  was  highly  censurable.  Btul 
he  was  of  opibion  that  it  wai  not  in  the  power  of 
Ihe  House  lo  declare  the  two  appointments  in- 
eompatfbte,  unless  the  Constitution  expressly  av- 
thorfzed  them.  In  examining  the  Conslt'iutiqa 
he  found  no  such  proTiaion.  Though  il  had  been 
attempted  to  be  shown  that  a  contractor  and  ah 
officer  were  one  and  the  same,  he  believed  thejr 
were  very  distinct  things.    A  contractor  teoeive* 
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DO  Ruihoriiy  from  GoTerum«Di ;  fai: 
derived  froni  an  officer,  nnd  all  ihe  power  be  pos- 
sessed was  deriTed  from  him,  who  was  only 
ameoible  for  tbe  perforniance  of  Ihe  duly  to  the 
periOD  who  appointed  hioi.  A  contractor  could 
DDI,  Iherefure,  be  coQHidered  as  an  officer  under 
the  Consiiiuiion,  amenable  to  the  Uoited  States. 

ScTcral  allusions,  said  Mr.  K.,  have  been  made 
to  cases  which  have  occurred  uader  the  Poslmii' 
ler  General,  but  uuiil  lhe»e  ahatl  be  particularly 
poioied  out,  it  will  be  impossible  for  ns  to  decide 
DOW  we  are  to  act.  I  behere  that  it  doe*  not  be 
come  this  House  to  pass  declaratory  acts  relative 
to  the  Cod  si  i  tut  ion.  It  ought,  in  my  opioion  to 
atand  on  its  own  footing;  and  erery  case  that  is 
presented  ouabi  to  be  decided,  not  by  t  declaratory 
act,  but  by  ine  Coasiituiioa  itself.  My  colleague 
Mvs  that  the  judges  of  the  federal  as  well  as  State 
courts  lake  an  oath  as  well  as  we  do,  to  support 
(he  Consiitnilon ;  and  that,  notwithstandiog  Iney 
are  in  the  daily  babit  of  construing  the  Constilu- 
tioD.  But  there  is  a  wide  differeoce  between  their 
deciding  particular  cases  which  properly  come 
before  them,  and  this  House  going  into  a  general 
declaraiioQ  without  any  sucb  particular  case. 
Would  tbe  judgei  undertake  to  declare  the  meao- 
ing  of  the  Gonstiiuiion  without  tbe  existence  of 
a  particular  case  callini^  for  their  decision  1  So 
that  the  very  thing  which  tbe  House  it  about 
doing,  has  been  invariably  avoided  bv  (he  judges. 

Mr.  Dawson  observed  that  whea  the  resoluiion 
was  offered,  be  bad  voted  for  it,  because  be  ap- 
proved the  principle  ou  which  it  was  founded.  He 
should  now  be  obliged  to  vote  agaiust  it,  because 
it  tended  to  curtail  the  privileges  of  tbe  House. 
If  a  contractor  had  constitutioDally  no  right  to  a 
seat  in  the  House,  the  proper  way  was  to  take  up 
thecaieand  act  directif  upon  it.  He  believed  that 
*ucb  a  case  did  «zist,  and  he  was  ready  to  say  if 
there  were  any  members  who  received  money 
from  the  public,  they  ought  not  to  hold  a  seat  on 
(hat  floor. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  agreeing  to  the  resoluliuD — yeas  25,  nays  86 

Tats— E*u)  Aluander,  Bumell  Baoet,  Owirgt  .  _ 
Bedinger,  Chriatophar  Clark,  Joaepb^lay,  Mattiiei* 
CUy,  Eliu  Esrle,  Jamea  M.  Garnett,  Edwin  Gray, 
Walter  Jones,  Midiael  LeUi.William  MeCreeij,  ThtHD- 
B*  Hoore.Thoioaj  Nenton.  Jan.,  John  Randolph.T^om- 
aa  M.  Randolph.  John  R«a,  of  PeDnaylrania,  Thomai 
Sandlbrd,  Martin  O.Schuneman,  Samnal  Smith,  Thom- 
u  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  R.  TbonjpMn, 
David  R.  William.,  .nd  Richard  Winn. 

N**a — Willis  Alaion.  janior,  Joseph  Barker,  Silaa 
Betton,  Bunabaa  BidweU,  Wiltiaai  BUcUedge,  John 
Blak«,jun.,  Thomai  Blount,  Robert  Blown,  WilUwn 
Butler,  George  W.  Canpbell,  John  Cam^U,  John 
Chandler.  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Clailrame,  John 
CkiptMi,  Frederick  Conrad,  Ordiard  Cook,  Jacob  Crown- 
inahielil,  Ridiard  Cntts,  Eira  Darby,  John  Divenport, 
jnn.,  John  Dawson,  William  Dickson,  Peter  Earlj, 
James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebenezer  Ehner,  WUIiam 
Elj,  John  W.  Enws,  William  Ftndlej,  Jamea  f  isk, 
John  Fawlei,  Charlea  Ooldaborongh,  Pelenou  Good- 
Wjn.  Andrew  Qregg,  lauah  L.  Grain,  Silaa  Halaej, 
John  HamilloD,  Beth  Haaluifs,  William  Helms,  David 


Holmes,  David  Hougb,  John  G.  Jackson,  Jatne*  Kdlj, 


Morrow,  John  Momw,  GurJon  8.  Mumlbrd,  Jeremiah 
Nelson,  Roger  Nelson, Gideon  Olin.Tiniotb;  PUk)ii,jiui. 
John  Pugh,  Joaiab  Qoincy,  John  Rhea,  of  Tenimim, 
Jiriin  Ruaadl,  Peter  Hailly,  EbeneKT  HeaTtr,  Jams 
Sloan,  John  RmiUe,  John  Smith,  Btarj  Soattuld,  Jo- 
seph SUntoD,  William  Stsdmaii,  Samuel  Taggait,  B^ 


jamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Tlwaaa, 
Thomaa  W.  Thompwiii,  Uri  Tracy.  Abrasi  Trigg,  Phi' 
Van  Cortlandt,  KiJlian  K.  Van  RenaMlser,  Jwi^ 


Vamutn,  Feleg  Wadcworth,  John  WhitehiU,  Rabtn 
Whitehiil,  EUplialet  Wiekea,  MarmadukB  Wdliama, 
Nathan  Williams,  Alexander  Wilaon,  and  Jo«ph 
Winston. 

So  the  resolution  was  Int. 

FIBBING  BOUNTT. 

Mr.  Crown  iNSBiBLn,  from  the  Commitlee  tj 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whota  was  refer- 
red, by  the  House  of  Representatives,  titepeiitiott 
of  Jonathan  Very,  of  Salem,  in  the  Bute  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, made  the  follawing  repurt : 

The  petitioner,  in  the  year  ISOO,  was  tbe  owner  of 
the  achooner  Edmnnd,  of  die  burden  of  fiftj-eoe  tana. 
This  *eaaal  was  hceosod  for  employment  in  tha  cod 
fishery,  and  sailed  on  her  voyage  tbe  twealj-ficst  day 
of  June,  and  returned  to  Solsm  on  the  mBlh  da/ of  Ao- 
guit,  with  a  hn  of  fish,  of  three  hniidml  and  •ersnty- 
two  quintal*.  She  departed  on  the  •econd  voyagv,  the 
twenty-fintday  ofAugusli  an  J  after  buBg  enidoyed  in 
the  cod  fishery,  and  having  caught  opwaida  ofbny  qun- 
tals  of  Sab,  on  the  ninth  day  of  Septsmbei,  eoauing, 
the  said  vaaeel  met  with  a  severe  storm,  shipped  a  aea, 
and  was  so  wrecked  thi.t  the  crew  desenad  hei,  and 
the,  with  her  whole  cargo  of  fish  and  salt,  was  tberct; 
totally  loaL  In  consequence  of  this  km,  tbe  pttin'ooer 
and  the  crew  of  taid  schooner  were  deprived  of  iba 
bounty  money  allowed  under  the  "■■'■"g  law*  tir  the 
encouiagsmant  of  tha  fishery,  in  lien  of  tbe  diawbaA 
on  the  aalt  conaumed  in  making  the  fiah.  Tbe  peti- 
tioner prays  that  he  and  the  oew  of  said  acbooner  may 
receiva  the  eatne  bounty,  which,  in  the  event  of  a  aoe- 
ceaaliil  voyage,  they  would  have  been  entitled  to^  or  and 
propertloD  thneof  as  may  be  deemed  proper. 

The  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  vloty  paid  to 
the  United  States,  on  the  quantity  irf'  aall  eipwted  ia 
the  schooner  Edmund,  amounted  to  aneq asj  snia  with 
the  bounty  prayed  to  be  allowed  by  the  petitioner  i  it 
might,  therefore,  at  the  first  view,  teem  reasouabla  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petiliouer;  bat,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  existing  law  only  wtrrants  the  payment  oi 
the  boun^  to  fishing  vessels  actully  emptoynl  during 
four  montha  of  the  fishing  aaaeon ;  that  is  accounted  to 
be  Aom  the  first  day  of  March  to  the  first  day  of  De- 
camber,  in  every  year.  This  schooner  was  at  aea,  and 
Botually  engaged  in  (he  fishing  butinwee,  for  eeven^ 
dayt  only,  during  the  two  vojagea.  Bbe  w«a  not  ea- 
ployed  longer  than  that  time  beibre  the  was  loat,  tai 
abandoned  by  the  crew.  No  provitioa  exiata,  in  ibt 
law  for  the  eoconragement  of  the  fiaboriea,  vrhidi  it 
calculated  to  meet  a  caae  aimilaily  mrcamatMiccd.  It 
contemplates  tha  employment  of  a  fishing  veasel,  bt 
the  period  of  lour  montha,  and  leaves  no  discretiaa  la 
be  exercised  by  the  officers  of  the  customs.  It  s  icgo- 
larly  licensed  fiafaing  vnasel  is  lost,  or  shipwrecked,  at 
any  time  within  the  tour  months,  as  the  law  now  sMaJs, 
tha  bounty  cannot  be  paid.    The  o         ' 
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thU  ■■  ■  hirdihip  npcm  the  fiiharmsn,  and  tha  ovnan  of 
Sabing  Tcaaals.  It  wodM  cartainly  be  an  cqniuble  ai- 
rmn^ineiit  to  alloir  tbern  lonceJTe  nch  propoitioD  of  the 
bounty,  as  the  time  employed,  preTioaa  to  UieloHof  the 
Teasel,  might  bear  to  the  foai  loonlha  \  *ad  where  the 
TCaael  ahould  be  entjrel;  kxt,  with  the  ettm,  it  would 
be  only  a  fait  and  juat  CDCoungement  to  the  cod  fish- 
ery, if  the  fult  bountj  wa*  paid ;  ao<l  such  a  pioiiuon 
could  Dol  b«  coniidereil  u  opentinK  iDJuiioualy  to  the 
leTenoe,  as  the  bouutjr  is  allowed  in  lieu  of  the  draw- 
back to  which  the  «alt  need  in  cunng  fiah  would  be  en- 
titled, upon  its  exportation  out  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee,  howeTer,  are  not  permitted  to  vary 
(he  law  to  luii  each  tndiTidual  case.  A  aeie  iolbi- 
mality,  uniDtentioniUy  committed,  might  aomebmes 
be  dispensed  with  ;  but,  where  the  principal  piovinoa 
or  the  law  ia  Dot  complied  with,  there  can  be  no  rea- 
Bon  to  indnce  Con^reai  to  fluctuate  in  iti  dacisjons,  ae- 
carding  to  the  Tarions  application!  or  views  of  indirid- 
nala,  who  may  feel  themaeWea  injured. 

Under  all  the  eircumstancea  staled  in  this  caaa,  (al- 
though the  committee  are  fully  senuble  that  the  loss 
falla  peculiarly  hard  on  tbe  petitioner,)  they  ar*  of  the 
opinion  that,  as  ths  law  now  stands,  it  would  be  im- 
pmper  to  allow  tbe  bounty  asked  for  hy  tbe  petitioner ; 
asd  thetefore  reconuneud,  that  he  ha*e  teaTO  to  with- 
draw his  petition,  and  the  docnmenls  accompanying 

Tbe  report  waa  agreed  to. 


,  March  29. 

Mr.  Tboiu0  M.  RANnoi.PB,  from  the  commit- 
l«e  appoiaied  on  the  fil^h  instaot,  preaeoied,  ac- 
cordins  to  order  a  bill  coDCfrnin^  the  public 
grouads  within  the  limtis  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  District  of  Coluniliia;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Cominitiee  of  the 
whole  Hon»e  on  Mondav  next 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  ine  Committee  appointed 
00  tbe  fourteenth  ioitanl,  presented  a  bill  anibor- 
izing  the  proprietors  of  squares  and  lota  in  the 
City  of  WuhinjtioD,  to  hare  the  same  subdirided 
and  admitted  to  record ;  which  wa*  rend  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Commtitee  of  the  Whole  on 
Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Jaoebok,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  tweoiy-lhird  of  December  last,  presented  a 
bill  supplementary  lo  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
extend  J  urisdieiioD,  in  certain  cases,  to  the  Terri- 
torial Courts;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Comtpittes  of  the  Whole  to  whom 
was  committed  on  the  eifrbieenlb  iDNtant.  the  bill 
lo  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  of  land  in 
(be  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  fur  other  par  poses. 

Mr.  JACEaoH,  from  tbe  same  cummiitee,  pre- 
tented  a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
dlTide  tbe  Indiana  Territory  into  two  separate 
Government*,  and  for  other  purpoKH;''  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  tbe  Committee 
of  tbe  Whole  to  whom  was 


«ighteentb  instant,  the  bill  to  provide  for  tbe  ad- 
ju!i|ment  of  the  titles  of  land  in  tl     ~      ' 
Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes. 


'  land  in  the  Territory  of 


PETITION  or  JOeiAH  H.  WEBB. 
Mr.  J.  C.  SHtTH,  from  the  Commiitee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petiiioa  of  Joeiah  H. 
Webb,  made  tbe  following  report : 


nited  Ststea  in  Angiiat  last,  from  Coweta  lo 
Fort  Btoddert,  waa  shot  through  the  body  by  aome  per- 
nn  unknown.  He  ia  now  in  a  languishing  condition, 
under  the  care  of  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Slod- 
dert,  deititule  of  the  meansofpresenlaubaiBteDce;  and, 
from  the  nature  of  the  wound,  it  is  not  probable  be 
will  be  able  to  provide  for  hia  future  luppaii. 

A  letter  from  the  Faetmaster  General  addieeaed  to 
the  Committee,  and  accompanying  this  report,  conBmis 
the  foregobg  itatement,  and  recommends  the  petition- 
er"*  case  lo  the  humane  proviaion  of  Congreaa.  And 
when  it  ia  coneidered  that  the  petitioner  ii  now  within 
the  excluaive  juiiadictioD  of  llie  Government  of  the 
United  States,  in  a  part  of  the  conntry  where  no  regu- 
lations are  yet  adopted  for  the  eoppoK  of  thepoor ;  that 
he  is  under  tbe  immediate  charge  of  an  officer  of  the 
Qovemment,  who  muat  either  permit  the  petitioner  to 
sofler  for  want  of  the  neccssane*  of  life,  or  maintain 
him  at  hia  own  private  expense,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  itis  the  duty  of  tha  National  Legislature  to  extend 
its  aid  to  an  individual  thus  circumstanced. 

Of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  relief  which  au(^ 
to  be  afforded  tfl  the  petitioner,  your  Committee  are  not 
yet  fally  advised  ;  at  present  they  respectfully  aubmit  lo 
the  House  the  following  general  resolution  : 

Ettoloed,  That  the  prayerof  the  petitionerisreasoit- 
ahle,  and  ought  to  he  granted. 

(hdertd,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pnr- 
uaot  le  the  said  re-'olution,  and  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  do  prepareand  bring  in  tbesame. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Newton  alluded  to  the  fate  experienced 
yesterday  by  the  resolutioD  declaring  tne  tennra 
of  a  seat  m  the  House  incompatible  with  the  bold- 
iog  a  contract  under  the  Qoveroraeni  of  theUni' 
ted  Stales.  Prom  the  fate  experienced  by  thia 
resoltition,  he  said  be  was  Induced  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  tbe  Coosliiution  which  be  eonaid' 
ered  as  of  great  importance.  He  said  he  would 
wish  to  see  an  American  Coosress  composed  of 
very  different  materials  from  a  British  Parliament. 
He  did  not  wish  to  see  contractors  on  that  floor. 
When  the  Members  of  that  House  came  lo  per- 
form the  duties  of  the  people,  they  should  pasa 
themselves  into  oblivion.  No  suspicion  oaght  lo 
attach  to  them.  To  preserve  the  character  of  the 
Representative  body  from  reproach,  be  had  pre- 
pared  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  which 
he  would  submit  lo  the  House. 

The  amendment  was  iheo  read,  as  follows: 

"  That  no  penon,  holding  a  eontiact  noder  the  Chiv- 
•mment  of  the  United  Stales,  or  who  shall,  directly  or 
indirectly  participate  in  the  emolnments  of  sueh  con- 
tract, shall  be  c«ji«bla  of  holding  a  aeat  in  the  SeaaW 
or  HiMse  of  Reprasentativea  of  ^e  United  filalaa." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  be  wished  to  submit  a  resolu- 
tion, also  to  amend  the  Consiiiuiion.  It  was  for 
the  purpose  of  di^lriciinfr  the  several  States,  for 
the  choiceof  electors  of  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident bp  the  people. 

He  naid  he  bad  had  the  resolution  for  some  time 
in  his  drawer,  wsitina  for  a  favorable  opportunity 
to  bring  the  subject  forward.  He  would  not  say 
I  that  the  preaeol  waa  the  auspioiott*  momenl  to 
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Mtl  the  attentioo  o^Coagreu  aod  the  d^uob  to 
allei  tbai  ncred  ioatrumeDi,  for  be  btJteved  it 
onghi  not  to  be  approached  wiib  ioaoTattons,  but 
farsiron^andcogentreasoDH;  oor  ilien,onl)r  when 
the  public  miad  Tan  free  from  colliaiae,  and  un- 
embarrassed with  oiliei  questions  of  great  nation- 
al ))olicy.  However,  as  several  proposiiiona  for 
aroeoditieDts  were  before  thern,  if  thev  were  called 
upon  at  this  lime  to  consider  any,  he  wished  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  one  which 
experience  ha^  proved  to  be  really  necessary  and 


T^eo 


T |ie  object  of  .districtice  i^e  Stsiie,  and  .vestitig 
the  choice  ofKlectprs  of  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident in  the  people,  was  ooe  which  be  had  fre- 
quently urged  apd  advocated  ifi  the  Legiblature  of 
(he  Slate  wbich  he  had  the  honor,  in  pari,  lo  rep- 
feaent,  under  the  Constiiution  as  it  now  stands, 
which  left  it  opiional  with  the  Slate  Legislature, 
either  to  appoint  the  Electors  themselves,  or  lo  lest 
their  election  with  the  people  at  larg«.  Indeed, 
be  said,  he  always  did  think,  and  siill  thought, 
that  the  mode  of  clfoosing  Electun  for  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  this  country,  ought  to  be  by  the 
people,  and  that,  too,  in  an  uniform  mode  through- 
out the  Utiited  States.  This,  he  coosidered  the 
only  proper  way  to  obtain  a  fair  expression  of  the 
public  will  in  the  choice  of  this  highly  responsible 
officer ;  ami  in  order  to  have  this  subject  before  the 
House,  he  would  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

"That  thi  State  LegiiUtureBslisll,irointima  to  time, 
^vide  each  Slate  into  dietncls,  equal  to  the  wbotn  num- 
'Imt  of  Senators  and  BepresentatiTM  from  each  Stete, 
in  the  CongTOM  of  the  United  States ;  end  ihall  direct 
the  mode  sf  chooaing  an  Elector  of  President  and 
Vice  PreeideDt  in  each  of  the  said  diilhcts,  who  ■hall 
be  choaea  by  citiiene  having  the  qualiGaliona  requUite 
for  aleclon  of  the  moct  aumerooi  branch  of  the  State 
Lf^islature,  and  ih&t  the  districts  so  to  be  co^ititutad, 
abaU  consist,  as  nearlj'  as  ma;  be,  of  contiguoui  terri- 
toiy,  and  of  proportion  of  populatioo,  except  where 
(here  may  be  any  detached  portion  of  territory,  not  of 
itself  sufficient  to /arm  a  district,  irhich  shsll  theo  be 
annexed  to  soma  other  portion  neanat  thereto ;  nhicli 
dialricta,  when  ao  divided,  ahall  remaiii  uiulterable  un- 
til a  new  ccnaua  of  the  United  States  sbdl  be  taken." 

Laid  on  the  table. 

rOREIQJf  j^GQKESSIONS. 

Hr.  Daiu. — Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  well  known,  sir, 
how  highly  ihe  public  expectation  has  been  ex- 
cited wttb  respect  to  the  proceedings  of  Congress. 
Befofe  we  a^aemhled  \a  tliis  pli^ce  there  existed  a 
airoog  sentimUit  of  indigttaiion,  in  consequence 
9f  the  injuries  and  indignities  accumulatfd  upoa 
Ihe  United  States.  The  language  of  the  Presi- 
dent'a  coBunnDication  to  Cnngreas  at  the  opening 
of  the  session  corresponded  to  this  tone  of  the 
public  mind.  The  sentimeoi  has  been  decidedly 
manifested  in  the  memoriala  laid  before  Congrets 
irom  different  parts  of  the  Union.  The  frequency 
of  our  deliberations  in  conclave,  (he  speeches  de- 
livered in  public,  the  conversations  of  geniiemen 
without  the  bar,  all  might  be  meniiODoi  as  evin 
cive  of  tbe  general  cimriction^  that  the  ttate  of 
public  afiairs  imperiously  required  something  to 
be  doDBi  aomethmg  adequate  to  the  exigencici  of 


our  peculiar  umation;  fometbing  ivorthy  of  ibt 
moderation,  the  firmness,  and  the  wisdooi,  which 
should  cbaraoterize  ihe  Represeotatitres  «f  a  fiee, 
enlightened,  and  ms^naniotous  people. 

From  the  iniereanng  nature  and  taagmitade  of 
the  subjects.oo  which  the  President  has  given  ns 
information ;  from  tbe  general  eh«rB«ier  of  the 
measures  which  he  has  officially  recommended  ta 
our  coDsideratioD,  a  serious  weight  of*  responsi- 
bility has  been  devolved  upon  this  House;  and 
an  ample  poriioD  of  it,  in  my  >PprehenEion,  has 
rented  qn  those  n^embers  tipon  whom  the  maoa^ 
ment  of  business  has  btn-n  more  es pec ially  de- 
volved in  t'Jie  coarse  of  political  eveois,  and  by 
the  peculiar  circumsiances  of  the  lime.  The  ses- 
sion has  now  continued  Tor  more  thfd  sixteen 
weeks.  Duripg  this  time  the  genljeaien  have  bad 
opportunity  to  piesent  for  Qur  consitt^ntitMi  sndi 


rienced,  and  for  guarding  it  against  such  asai 
be  apprehended.  After  all  ihe  patience  of  expec- 
tation, during  so  long  ■  period,  in  wairing  tor  tbe 
gentlemen  to  develppe  whatever  of  sysum  (hey 
may  have  formed  or  adopted  fbr  the  pafalic  wel- 
fare, I  hope  it  will  not  be  jodged  improper  if  I 
now  request  your  attention  to  some  of  the  sabjects 
which  have  not  been  considered  in  the  House, 
although  they  are  mentioned  in  the  President's 
commuoication,  and  are  perhaps  not  less  imme- 
diately interestiog  than  ocbers,  about  which  there 
has  been  so  much  said  in  Ihe  form  of  poUie 
debate. 

Will)  the  exception  of  the  reference  to  a&in 
with  several  Indian  tribes,  and  the  measures  for 
eiploriog  certain  parts  of  the  interior  of  thiscon- 
tineat,  the  communication  of  tbe  President  prin- 
cipally regards  our  foreign  relalions.  He  gives 
us  informaiioo  of  the  state  of  aAifs  with  the 
Powers  of  Barbery  I  bat  no  difficnitiea  on  that 
coast  are  mentioned  aa  requlriog  the  particular 
attention  of  Congress.  The  promineni  K^es  are 
oar  relations  with  some  of  tbe  gteaiar  Powers  of 
Euri  pe.     With  them  fre  have  qucstiooa  of  aeri- 


We  have  controversies,  Dominalty,  with  8p»ia, 
OD  aceodni  of  lemiorial  claims  aod  aggreasioa^ 
and  for  spoliations  dnvlng  the  Ibrttier  war.  With 
respect  to  these,  we  have  done  Dotting  in  public. 
Of  what  has  been  done  in  atdtti,  I  abstain  from 
Epealting,  as  the  majority  of  the  House  haa  not 
yet  consented  to  remove  the  Veil  Which  hides  the 
proceedings  in  conolave  from  the  eyea  d  the 

Between  this  coaotry  and  Oreat  Britaia  there 
are  serious  queations  retalire  to  the  impressmeat 
of  seamen,  and  the  trade  with  colonies  of  her  ei>e- 
raies.  With  a  view  lo  these  queations  we  have 
had  varioas  propositions  before  us,  and  the  House 
has  adopted  such  as  undoubtedly  seemed  to  the 
majority  most  advisable. 

But  among  all  the  propositioDS  and  reeolntiaas 
which  have  been  laid  on  your  jtaUe,  not  one  hat 
contained  any  provision  relative  to  some  of  the 
grossest  outrages  menttoited  in  the  Preaadeni's 
Message;  outrages  comuutted  by  penons  under 
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the  flaKsofTarioDsbelligerenl  Powers,  the  British, 
the  French,  ihe  SpRois^.  I  speak  of  outrageB  at 
the  entrance  of  our  harbors,  on  our  coasla,  and  in 
the  West  Indies: 

"  Our  cotMtM  ha*a  been  infiMled,  and  our  haibon 
watdied  by  private  armed  tmm9i,  some  of  them 
out  commiasiani,  some  with  ille^  cotomiHiotii,  o 
with  those  of  legal  ionn,  bet  eoaunittinB  piratical  acts 
beyond  the  authority  of  their  eommiMioiu.  They  hai 
captured,  in  the  very  entrance  of  our  hatborm,  as  we 
aa  on  the  high  leaa,  not  ant?  ttie  Teasels  of  our  frieods 
coining  to  trade  vrith  ui,  but  our  own  alao.  They  havi 
carried  them  off,  under  pretence  of  legal  adjudication :. 
but,  not  daring  to  approach  a  court  of  juatice,  they 
have  plundered  and  aunk  them  by  the  way,  or  in  ob- 
scure places  where  no  evidence  could  arise  igainat 
then),  maltreated  the  crews,  and  abandoned  them,  in 
boats  in  the  open  aea  or  on  desert  ahorea,  without  food 
or  covering.  Tlieae  enormities  appearing  to  be  Qn- 
reacbed  by  any  control  of  their  Sovereign!,  I  found  it 
Deceaaary  to  equip  a  force  to  cmise  within  our  own 
seas ;  to  arrest  all  vessels  of  these  deseriptions  found 
hoveling  on  oar  coasts,  within  the  limits  of  the  Oulf 
stream,  and  to  bring  the  offendera  in  for  trial  as  pirates. 

"The  same  system  of  havering  on  our  coasts  and 
harbors,  under  color  of  seeking  etiemiee,  has  been  also 
carried  on  by  public  armed  ships,  to  the  great  annoy- 
ance and  oppreaaion  of  onr  commerce." 

Such  is  the  language  of  the  President.  Some 
redress  for  these  enormities  is  demanded  by  a  re- 
card  to  natiooal  honor,  justice,  interest,  humanity. 
What  redress  is  prorided?  On  this  subject  the 
gentlemen  hare  done  nothing,  proponed  nothing, 
doubileu  because  their  faculties  hare  been  so 
much  absorbed  in  other  eonsi derations  which 
they  deemed  important. 

On  examioiag  the  documents  before  the  House, 
tbe  injuries,  the  insults,  the  barbarities,  which  are 
mentioned  by  the  President  in  general  term?,  will 
be  seen  lo  have  been  too  fully  realized  in  detail. 
You  hsvedeeisireproof  of  the  atrocious  practices 
in  the  West  indie*.  Permit  me  to  turn  your  at- 
tention but  to  a  single  page  of  the  official  docu- 
ments. In  a  letter  of  the  7th  of  June,  1805,  from 
Mr.  Blakely,  our  Consul  at  St.  Jago,  in  Cuba,  we 
have  this  information:  "Siucethe  last  eracudtion 
'  ofHispaaiolB,  more  than  one  ibousand  American 
'  seamen  have  been  landed  in  this  port,  most  of 
'  them  without  cluthea,  and  all  of  them  without 
'  any  iioasible  means  of  lopport,  but  inch  as  they 
'receive  from  their  own  GoTernment."  In  an- 
other letter  of  the  1st  of  July,  1805,  he  speaks  in 
these  lenna :  "  The  scene  of  robbery,  destruction, 
'  evasion,  perjury,  cruelty,  and  insult,  to  which 
'  the  Americans,  captured  by  French  pirates  and 
'brought  into  this  and  the  adjacent  ports,  have 
'  been  subjected,  perhaps  has  not  been  equalled  in 
'  a  century  past."  Shall  these  sufferings  of  our 
coanlrymen  be  disregarded,  because  the  seamen 
perhaps  were  not  employed  by  capitalists  engaged 
ID  a  trade  carried  on  in  disianl  seas,  in  Europe  or 
Asial  Is  all  the  philanthropic  sensibility  which 
has  been  profeised  in  debate  to  be  conSned  exclu- 
siTely  to  seamen  impressed  into  British  service? 
Some  portion  of  it,  I  hope,  will  yel  be  found  for 
our  own  countrymen  in  the  West  Indies,  captured, 
ndkbed  of  their  property,  Loaded  with  iiuligiulies, 
Sth  Cos.— J39 


and  abandoned,  i 


ickly  clin 


subsiMence.  What  can  justify  a 
desertion  of  the  cause  of  our  fellow-cilizens  snf- 
fering  under  these  infamous  oulragesl  With 
these  observations  respecting  the  depredations  on 
our  commerce,  and  tbe  suQerings  of  our  seamen 
in  the  West  Indies,  I  leave  the  subject  lor  the 
present  to  the  reflections  of  gentleman.  It  is  my 
intention  at  thistime  to  advert  more  particularly 
to  the  conduct  of  beltigerent  cruisers  near  onr 
ports  and  on  our  coasts. 

Of  the  violations  of  our  neutral  rishts  by  these 
cruisers,  one  of  the  most  memorable  eases  has 
been  stated  in  a  memorial  from  South  Carolina. 
On  easting  an  eye  over  the  memorial,  I  find  it 
supported  by  the  signature  of  the  President  of  the 
South  Carolina  Insurance  Company,  with  a  long 
list  of  names,  which,  as  I  am  well  informed,  are 
among  Ihe  most  respectable  in  Charleston,  com- 
prehending merchants,  and  planters,  and  profes- 
sional gentlemen.    Without  slating  the  whole  of 
'      memorial,  1  will  now  mention  only  certain 
ts  of  it  aa  being  more  immedia[ely  applicable, 
is  is  the  language : 
Your  memorialists  are  deeply  affected  by  the  recent 

_  ;ure,  at  the  very  entrance  of  this  port,  of  the  .\meri> 
can  ship  Two  Friends,  by  a  French  privateer.  Thia 
event  has  excited  among  all  classes  of  citisens,  the 
strongest  aenaationa,  not  only  becauae  the  abip  waa 
captured  without  any  color  of  pretence,  within  sight 
of  land,  but  because  she  is  our  only  ngular  London 
trader,  and  had  on  board  a  fuU  supply  of  spring  and 
-immer  goods. 

"This  most  eitraordinarj  capture  has  already  been 
followed  by  avents  no  leaa  alamingi  oar  harbor  being 
at  this  moment  completely  blockaded  by  three  French 
privateers. 

**  Tleae  just  alarms  and  apprehensions  of  jonr  ma- 
morialista  are  heightened  by  the  well  known  drcom- 
atsnce  of  many  of  the  cruiasrs  which  infoat  our  shores 
belonging  to  St.  Jago  de  Cubs  and  Barracoa ;  in  whlcJl 
receptaclea,  our  voaaata  and  their  cargoes,  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  Government  of  Cuba,  are  instantly 
sold,  without  any  condemnation  whatever,  or  even  the 
formality  of  a  trial,  thereby  precloding  every  future 
poaaibility  of  redreaa. 

Your  memorialiatB  avail  themselves  of  this  occasion 
to  notice  a  late  deeisiDn  of  the  district  court  within 
this'  State,  grounded  on  an  act  of  Congreas,  whereby 
the  territorial  jurisdietion  of  the  United  State*  is  lim- 
ited to  the  short  distance  of  three  miles,  or  a  marine 
league,  from  the  coasts  or  sbores,  which,  by  the  said 
court,  ia  constroed  to  mean  three  miles  from  the  land ; 
consequentiv,  the  middle  channel  of  our  bar,  being 
more  ih»n  three  miles  distant  &on  the  nearest  land,  is 
pronounced  by  judicial  anthori^  to  be  without  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  Slate* ;  the  very  entrance  of 
□ur  harbor,  in  full  sight  of  tbe  d^,  where  vessds  an 
fi«i}aently  obliged  to  anchor,  while  waittng  for  a  tide, 
and  with  a  pilot  on  board,  is,  by  oni  own  tribonab.  a^ 
knowledged  to  be  without  the  protection  of  our  Out- 


The  seizures  of  merchant  vesaela  on  onr  eoaat, 

__id  near  our  ports,  are  mentioned  in  memorials 

from  other  ports  of  the  Union.    We  have  befnrQ 

complainti  on  thia  subject  bom  Baltimon 
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PbiUdelpfaia,  New  York,  New  Hayea,  and  Salem, 
lodeed,  ihe  condiict  of  beltigerem  cruisers,  io  tha 
tracts  of  sea  sdjaceai  to  our  territories,  has  been  a 
subject  of  general  coDdemnRlioD.  Persons  who 
bavt  difirred  od  otber  topics  bave  agreed  on  this. 
This  seniimert  has  been  common  to  people  of  dif- 
lereat  professions,  and  cltisses,  and  parties.  The 
maJo  facts  are  notorious.  Near  our  ports,  within 
the  recesses  of  our  coast,  almost  within  our  har- 
bors, betliserent  cruisers  have  watched  for  oppor- 
tunities of  seizing  merchant  vessels  employed  in 
the  trade  of  this  country.  Need  I  meoti,oa  the 
indignation  excited  by  the  blockade  of  New  York. 
The  ioterruption  of  the  commerce  of  that  great 
port  ia  well  Itnown.  British  fessels  of  war  were 
atalioned  off  Saody  Hook,  Among  them,  I  re- 
member the  names  of  the  Leander,  the  Cambrian, 
the  DriTct ;  there  may  have  been  others,  which  I 
do  not  recollect;  but  lueb  particulars  are  not  of 
consequence  in  the  present  estimate ;  the  general 
&et  is  sufficieaL  By  taking  such  stations,  belli- 
gerent cruisers  have  been  aole  to, seize  our  mer- 
«tiant  TCssels  on  the  return  voyage  and  carry  ihem 
in  for  adjudication,  under  pretext  of  being  em- 
ployed in  trading  directly  between  the  parent 
country  and  a  colony  of  the  enemy,  or  of  having 
TioJated,  in  the  outward  Toyage,  some  reffuiation 
reapeciins  contraband  or  blockade.  Millions  of 
property  UBTe  thus  been  exposed  to  seizure,  which 
might  otherwise  have  been  added  to  Ibe  commer- 
cial stock  of  our  country,  and  swelled  the  receipts 
of  the  Treasury.  Such  stations,  too,  hare  afforded 
opportunities  for  the  impressment  of  stamen. 

With  respect  to  these  oatrages^  sir,  I  will  not 
fttigne  you  by  profeasions  of  patnoiism ;  nor  will 
I  iBtoke  the  spirit  of  1776;  nor  will  I  declaim 
^MxM  oar  Rerulutioo,  or  about  our  right  (o  oa- 
tional  independence.  Such  observations  have  no 
^ecifie  bearing  on  the  subject.    In  wbate*er  de- 

rit  may  have  become  fashionable  to  oeeupjr 
time  of  the  House  in  ibis  manner,  I  trust  it 
will  not  be  supposed  lo  maoifesi  any  want  of  re- 
spect to  the  understaodings  of  the  House,  if  I 
attend  to  considerations  more  directly  applicable 
to  some  practical  purpose. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  call  yonr  attention  to  the 
causes  of  these  outrages,  with  the  viewof  providing 
some  effectual  remedy.  One  general  cause  is  lo 
he  found  in  the  habitual  rapacity  of  those  who 
cruise  under  the  belligerent  flags.  Bnt  we  must 
expect  the  rapacity  to  exist,  whatever  we  may  say 
about  justice  or  generosity.  The  men  who  roam 
the  seas  in  quest  of  prey,  will  not  be  deterred  from 
rapine  and  violence  by  general  declamalioos  about 
the  principles  of  virtue  or  the  rights  of  neatrality. 
while  tbey  can  seize  their  object  with  ease  and 
impunity.  Adopt  means  of  prevention,  which 
cot  off  their  hopes  of  success!  These  will  be 
found  more  efie<noai  than  any  vague  profesaiona 
of  pairiutism. 

There  is  another  cause — the  defeotiVe  nature 
of  tha  existing  law  of  the  United  Sutes.  This 
we  tDBT  reform,  unless  restrained  by  some 
of  the  duties  of  neutrality.  In  June  1794,  was 
paawd  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  pon- 
Uunent  of  cettain  crimes  agunst  (he  United 


Srates."  You  will  find  it  in  the  third  viJume  of 
the  laws.  Originally  the  act  was  temporary ;  but, 
afier  being  once  continued  in  force  for  a  farther 
term,  it  was  ultimately  made  permanent,  by  an  act 
passed  is  the  year  1800.  By  the  sixth  section  it 
IS  provided,  (bat  the  district  coans  shall  take  eof- 
nizance  of  complaints,  by  whomsoever  instiiairi, 
in  cases  of  captures  made  wttbia  the  wariers  of  the 
United  States,  or  withia  a  marioe  tesga^  of  the 
coasts  or  shores  thereof.  The  eompretiensive 
form  of  expression  assigns  to  (he  district  conrb 
the  cognizanee  of  libels  for  damages,  in  cases  of 
capttire.  as  well  as  of  libeb  for  restitution.  Berore 
this  act  was  passed,  a  qirestion  had  existed, 
whether  the  district  courts,  as  cotirta  of  admi- 
raliy,  were  authorized  to  take  cognizance  ot 
such  complaints,  even  where  the  captured  prop- 
erty was  within  a  port  of  the  United  Siatet, 
and  nothing  more  than  resiiiution  was  the  object 
of  the  complaint.  The  fact  may  be  siscertained  by 
recurring  to  the  Stale  papers  of  the  lime.  1  Ne- 
Eume,  sir,  it  is  well  recollected  by  yourself.  TIk 
act  of  June,  1793^  lermioaied  the  queslioo  abont 
the  judicial  cognizance  of  such  easaa,  but  by  its 
very  terms  did  not  permit  the  district  courts  to 
extend  the  claimi  of  jurisdiction  from  the  shore  la 
a  greater  distance  than  a  marine  league. 

Id  the  case  decided  in  South  CarMioa,  and  no- 
ticed io  the  memorial  from  Charle^oo,  il  would 
seem,  that  a  considerable  dissatisfaction  had  been 
felliu  consequence  of  the  opinioa,JDdieially  given 
by  the  district  judge:  and,  if  my  recollection  i* 
not  fallacious,  some  censorious  remarks  were  pub- 
lished in  a  paper  or  papers  of  the  day.  That  se- 
rious discontent  should  exist  when  the  verv  en- 
tranee  of  such  a  harbor  aa  that  of  Charleston 
was  officially  pronounced  to  be  without  the  verge 
of  territorial  protection,  ousht  not  to  exeite  sai- 
prise  io  any  reflecting  mino.  There  was  leriona 
cause  for  inquietade.  Bat,  if  I  understand  thai 
case,  I  can  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  my 
opinion,  that  in  his  construction  of  the  law,  which 
marked  the  extent  of  his  anthoriiy,  the  decistoe 
of  the  district  judge  was  correct.  And,  instead 
of  censuring,  we  ou^ht  tn  a^ifobeie  and  hold  in 
honor  that  spirit  of  judicial  independence  which 
pronounces  sentence  according  to  the  existiagriaw, 
nowever  unacceptable  may  m  the  result  et^o  to 
persons  worthy  of  high  estimation.  If  no  relief 
IS  provided  for  cases  of  this  natare,  the  fault  is  not 
in  the  dtstrict  judge,  but  in  the  existing  Law.  The 
evil  is  one  for  which  we  have  the  power  lo  an- 
thorixe  a  remedy.  It  beloags  not  to  any  jndge 
or  court  of  the  United  Stales  und«r  the  law  as 
now  existing;  and,  while  no  other  {uortsioa  is 
made  by  Coogress  with  riespeet  to  the  extent  of  the 
territorial  proteetiota  of  tbe  United  Stales,  it  is  not 
to  be  ezpecled  that  the  President  will  assume  the 
responsibility  ofattonptiDg  to  enforce  any  exies- 
aion  of  (he  principle  in  any  case  whatever  beyond 
a  marine  leagne  from  the  shore. 

Does  our  dniy,  as  a  neutral  Power,  i«qniie  ns 
to  submit  to  this  limitation  in  all  cases  ?  AceDi4- 
ing  to  my  apprehension  of  tbe  subject,  the  act  of 
June,  17M,  ooght  to  be  considered  as  defiolng  the 
limUta  wiibin  which  tUa  eoontry  wouid  aasava 


Digitized  byGOOglC 


901 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Fhreign  AggretwUmt. 


H.opR. 


ligation  in  favor  of  Toreigaers  as  well  as  ciiizec 
but  the  extent  of  that  oblifaiion  is  not  the  whole 
exCem  of  privilege  which  we  taay  claim  for  oui 
owD  Datioaal  interest  and  security,  for  the  safe- 
guard of  our  commerce,  and  ibe  supply  of  our 
Treasury. 

Among  the  documents  laid  before  Congress,  1 
find  a  letter,  of  the  5lh  of  January,  1804,  to  Mr. 
Monroe,  from  tbe  Secretary  of  State;  in  this,  there 
is  a  reference  to  the  British  eitension  of  territorial 
jurisdiclioD  to  four  leagues  from  the  shore.  Tbe 
Secretary  observes :  "This  extension  of  the  Bti- 
'  tish  law  to  four  leagues  from  the  shore  is  infer- 
'  red  from  an  act  oi  Parliament  passed  in  the 
'  year  1738."  The  fact  of  this  British  extension 
of  jurisdiction.  I  believe  to  be  unquestionable. 
Accordins  to  the  view  which  I  have  entetiaiued 
of  the  subject,  a  jurisdiction  to  ibis  extent  is  le- 
gally established  for  purposes  of  revenue,  aad  Dot 
on  account  of  atly  supposed  claim  to  the  honors 
of  the  flag  withiu  the  "narrow  seas."  One  thing 
at  least  is  ceriaiD.  A  like  extension  of  jurisdlctioa 
is  established  on  the  part  of  a  country  whose  Qov- 
ernrnput  makes  no  high  claim  to  honors  of  the 
flag  within  any  seas  eoutiguous  to  the  territory. 
Allow  me,  sir,  to  turn  your  alleatioti  to  the  act  to 
regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
(onnase.  By  the  ninely-niath  section,  the  offi- 
cers of  the  revenue  cutters  are  required  to  go  on 
board  of  all  ships  or  vessels,  which  shall  arrive 
within  foar  leagues  of  the  coast,  if  bound  for  the 
United  States,  to  search  and  examine  the  same; 
snd  to&fitiand  putproperfasleninffsoo  the  hatches, 
and  to  remain  on  board  antit  tney  arrive  at  tbe 
place  of  destintrtion.  The  102d  section  requires  the 
revenue  cutters  and  boats  to  he  distinguished  by 
a  characien'stic  eusiga  and  peaQant ;  and  in  case 
&Qy*sbip  or  vessel  liable  to  examination  shall 
not  bring  to,  on  being  required  or  chased  by  any 
cutter  or  boat  having  displayed  the  pennant  and 
ensign  prescribed  for  vessels  in  the  revenue  set- 
vice,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  persons  having 
C'ommaDd  of  such  cutter  or  boat  to  fire  at  or  into 
such  vessels  which  shall  not  bring  to,  after  such 
pennant  and  ensign  shall  be  hoisted,  and  a  gun 
shall  have  been  fired  by  such  ctliter  or  boat  as  a 
signal.  Here  we  see  a  iurisdiciioa  asserted  by 
the  Ooiied  States  to  the  distance  of  four  leagues 
from  the  coast.  It  is  exercised  for  the  protection 
of  the  DBtional  revenue.  Officers  in  the  imme- 
diate service  of  the  Government,  with  a  body  of 
men  constantly  paid  and  supported  out  of  the 
products  of  the  customs,  are  employed  to  enforce 
the  law,  and  are  armed  with  a  power  to  wound 
or  kill  those  jvho  refuse  to  conform.  Mer- 
chant reisels  bound  to  the  United  States,  within 
four  leagues  of  the  coast,  are  to  be  placed  under 
the  charge  of  public  officers,  who  are  to  remain 
ofa  board  until  the  arrival  in  port.  While  the 
vessel  is  thus  under  the  charge  ot  the  officer,  within 
the  actual  jurisdiction  of  tlie  United  States,  will 
you  percnil  a  foreign  cruiser,  within  this  space  of 
sea,  to  bid  defiance  to  your  law,  to  seize  (he  vessel 
with  your  officer  on  tioatd,  and  proceed  with  ves- 


sel and  cargo  aad  officer  to  a  foreign  port  for  ad- 
judication? 

SoOD  after  the  commencement  of  the  Preach 
revolutionary  warfare,  the  captures  made  by  bel- 
ligerent CTUiiers  gave  rise  to  inquiries  with  re- 
spect to  the  extent  of  the  protective  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States.  Amidst  all  the  political 
agitations  of  the  lime,  it  became  the  duty  of  tbe 
Ad  minis  [rati  on  to  fix  on  some  rule  for  preventing 
the  disturbance  of  our  public  peace  by  foreign 
hoatiliiies.  Under  the  existing  circumstances,  it 
""""    ' ""      lined  to  restrict  the  e        '       ^  ' 


thoriiv  of  the  United  States,  for  that  time,  to  the 
least  uiatance  claimed  on  the  coasts  of  any  natioa 
in  any  case.  That  this  was  the  fact,  may  he 
seen  by  examining  the  papers  laid  before  Con- 
gress by  the  President  of  tbe  United  States,  near 
the  close  of  the  year  1793. 

With  respect  to  the  right  of  territorial  protec- 
tion along  the  coasts  of  a  neutral  Power,  the  gen- 
eral principle  is  clear.  Q,uesiions  have  been 
made  about  its  extent  The  right  to  a  reasonable 
distance  is  admittted.  But  thisdoes  not  distinctly 
solve  the  difficulty.  What  is  a  reasonable  dis- 
tance? 

If  regard  is  to  be  had  to  the  nature  of  our  coasts, 
and  to  our  distance  from  all  the  nations  of  tbe 
civilized  world,  the  general  principle  would  allow 
to  the  United  States  an  ample  extension  of  the 
territorial  imraunitjr  from  hostilities.  A  right  of 
protective  jurisdiction  over  some  portion  of  ad- 
jacent sea  is  founded  in  the  general  right  of  a 
neutral  Power  to  provide  for  the  common  salety, 
prosperitv,  and  Iraaquillity.  It  is  essential  to  the 
neutral  character  of  a  country.  It  results  from 
tbe  principles  of  the  great  law  of  self-preserva* 
tion.  It  IS  a  necessary  attribute  of  lerritorial 
sovereignty.  With  respect  to  the  practical  exer- 
cise of  this  right,  diSereol  distances  tVom  the  shore 
are  mentioned  by  writers  on  public  law.  Where 
the  coast  is  prominent,  as  Well  as  free  from  shoals, 
the  least  distance  towards  the  main  ocean  is  the 
full  range  of  a  bomb  or  cannon  shot,  estimated  at 
three  geographical  miles,  cr  a  marine  league.  Aa- 
thorities  might  be  mentioned  in  support  of  other 
distances;  two  leagues — three  leagues — the  dis- 
tance at  which  ships  may  he  diiciivered.  aad 
from  which  ships  may  discern  the  land — the  ex- 
tent of  soundings,  unless  the  coast  be  so  steep  that 
soundings  cannot  be  found  near  the  land,  in  which  ' 
case  the  measure  is  the  reach  of  a  eannon  shot 
supposed  to  be  fired  from  the  shore.  This  opin- 
ion was  entertained  by  Valio,  tbe  celebrated  com- 
mentator on  the  marine  ordinance  of  France. 
With  respect  to  the  United  States,  the  idea  baa 
occurred  of  extending  the  protection  as  far  as  the 
Qulf  Stream.  Prom  tbe  President's  commuot- 
cation  at  the  opening  of  the  present  se^ioo,  it 
would  seem  as  if  he  had  some  view  of  this  in 
equipping  a  force  to  cruise  for  pirates  withio  the 
limits  of  the  Gulf  Stream  and  to  bring  them  in 

Amidst  all  the  variety  of  authorities  and  opin- 

os  on  (his  subject,  the  general  principle  is  not 

dispute.    And  it  is  certain,  that  the  beaefit  of 

the  principle  cannot  be  equally  enjoyed  if  any 
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specific  measure  be  lasumed  for  the  exlenl  of  ter- 
niorial  prateclioo  io  all  cmeB.  In  a  case  where 
ibe  coBsl  is  prom i Deal,  where  (be  passage  iDio  the 
harbor  is  free  from  oWructioDi  or  hazard,  and 
where  the  harbor  is  so  situated  (hat  a  Tetsel  (Day 
be  in  port  iDslaDtly  od  quilling  the  open  space  of 
the  main  ocedn,  the  distance  of  a  marioe  league 
from  (he  ibote  may  afford  ample  tmrnunilf  to  (be 
DBvigation  of  such  neutral  port.  Bui  ibe  case  is 
maienBllydiSerent  where  the  eu trance  of  a  harbor 
it  rendered  difficult  or  hazardous,  in  consequeuce 
of  bars  or  shoals  or  other  causes,  where  ibe  prin- 
ciple of  safety  requires  ressels  enployed  iu  the 
trade  of  the  port  to  remain  for  any  time  in  a  road 
or  place  of  anchorage  at  a  greater  distance  than  a 
league  from  the  shore,  and  to  wait  for  the  wind 
or  tide,  or  pilot,  or  daylight,  or  clear  weather — in 
any  such  case,  if  the  marine  league  is  to  be  the 
uniform  measure  of  (erri  torial  proieclion,  the  prin- 
ciple would  be  sacrificed  to  the  particular  role ; 
woereas  every  rule  of  this  kind  ought  to  be  sub- 
servient to  the  priociple.  Another  distinction  is 
to  be  made  with  rexpect  to  ports  and  harbors  sit- 
uate in  curvatures  or  recesses  of  the  coasts,  more 
than  a  league  from  the  open  space  of  the  main 
ocean  i'any  specific  diFiaoce  from  shore,  if  made 
the  uniform  measure  of  protection,  wilt  not  allow 
to  them  the  degree  of  mariume  security  which 
they  might  fairly  claim  in  comparison  witn  others. 
Id  principle,  sir,  the  rule  of  ■  marine  league  or 
any  other  precise  measure,  is  applicable  to  coasis 
not  curved,  or  to  the  prominent  portions  of  coast. 
Places  of  anchorage,  such  as  I  ^ave  mentioned, 
whciher  called  roads  or  roadsteads,  or  however  de- 
nominated, are  to  be  regarded  as  appendages  of 
particular  ports,  and  as  such  are  within  the  pro- 
tective jurisdiction  of  the  country  to  which  Ihey 

In  considering,  therefore,  the  protective  juris- 
diction of  a  neutral  Power,  as  a  privilege  which 
may  rightfully  be  claimed  for  securing  the  inte- 
rests of  its  commerce  and  revenue,  the  principle 
sdmits  an  eitension  to  various  uistances  from 
shore,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  coasts,  as  di- 
▼ersided  by  shoals,  bars,  curvatures,  recesses,  head- 
lands, or  small  islands. 

This,  in  effect,  agrees  with  (he  opinions  of  writ- 
ers on  public  law,  in  relation  to  the  neutral  immu- 
nities  of  havens,  roads,  ^ulfs,  or  bays. 

In  snjiport  of  the  sentiments  now  suggested  on 
this  subject.  I  do  not  rely  merely  on  the  abstract 
pnnciple  of  right,  or  the  opioioos  of  writers  < 
public  law.    In  national  usage,  it  is  already  esta 
lisbed,  "that  in  places  where  the  land,  by  itscurv 
'  forms  a  haj  or  gulf,  we  must  suppose  a  tine 
'  be  drawn  from  one  point  of  tbe  enclosing  land  — 
'theoiber.oralongthesmall  island*  which  extend 
'  beyond  the  headlands  of  the  bay,  and  that  the 
*  whole  of  this  bay  or  gulf  is  to  be  considered  as 
'  territorial  sea,"     Tbe  principle  has  been  clearly 
reeogniied  in  thepracticeof  the  predominant  ma- 
ritime Power  in  Europe.    It  has  been  repeatedly 
acted  u]>on  in  England.     Two  centuries  T 
|«Med  since  it  was  unquestionably  holden 
rule  of  conduct  In  that  country.    The  tracts  o 
within  the  reccssea  of  the  coasts  are.distinguisbed 


...   _  A  parti 

returned  to  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  in  the 
year  1604. 

In  modern  times,  it  has  not  been  usual  for  Bug- 
land  to  remain  neutral  during  maritime  wvrs  id 
Europe.  But  in  the  seventeenth  ceaturjr  (bete 
was  a  period  of  such  neutrality ;  when  various  re- 
ports were  made  to  the  King  in  Council,  with  re- 
spect 10  alleged  violation!  of  the  immoniiies  of 
having  roads,  or  chamber*.  They  are  to  be  found 
in  the  works  of  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins.  1  will  not 
detain  you  at  this  time  by  reading  those  report*; 
as  the  law  of  the  English  admiralty  on  this  tub- 
ject  is  distinctly  stated  in  a  charge  ^tren  at  the 
admiralty  sessions,  by  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  who  was 
Judge  ofihe  High  Court  of  Admiraliy.  I  will  read 
those  parts  of  the  charge  to  which  I  refer.  AAer 
speaking  of  the  claim  to  the  honors  of  the  flag 
upon  the  four  seas,  he  says: 

"  The  noit  thing  is  the  right  of  sanctuair  and  sats 
conduct,  which  the  Kiog  hath,  time  oat  of  mind,  eiei- 
ciwd,  not  only  in  its  harbors  and  porta,  bm  eqierialh 
in  his  chambers,  thst  i*  in  (how  tracts  of  ae*  which 
are  between  hid*  of  the  moat  etninent  pionHHitorici  or 
points  of  land,  a  itiaight  imaginary  line  being  drawn 
between  them ;  foi  instanoe,  between  Flambmngh 
Head  and  the  Spam,  between  tbe  Rorth  ForeJand  aiid 
the  South  Foreland,  between  Portland  and  the  Start, 
between  the  Land's  End  and  Millbrd  i  theae  cbamben 
being  BO  reputed  time  out  of  mind,  and  so  retomed  in 
the  year  161)4,  about  seventj  years  ago,  by  jaron  npon 
their  oath,  to  the  «iurt  of  admiralty. 

"You  are  therefore  to  inqnire  if  any  men  of  war, 
under  foreign  commission!  from  any  of  tbe  parties  now 
in  war,  do  lie  hovering  near  any  of  His  Majcaty'sporu, 
bsTeni,  or  harbon,  or  ikulking  within  any  of  Ihcaa  placas 
called  ihe  King's  chambers,  in  order  to  aniieiae  /bbt- 
ehant  ships  belonging  to  the  King's  fnemdi  and  alliea, 
and  to  snap  tbem  a*  they  ore  oaoiing  or  gni^  out  of 
our  porta.  Tou  are  to  present  sneh,  if  ymiknowany  i 
and  the  King's  Mqeaty  is  to  be  infbrmedof  itoataf  lbs 
records  and  prenntmenta  of  (his  court ;  tliat  tbtj  may 
be  seised  and  arrested,  if  they  be  driven  or  do  coae  in, 


This  authority  is  full  and  decisire.  Possibly  it 
may  bequestioned.asbeingof  ancient  date.  Howia 
the  case  in  modern  times?  To  prove, sir,  ihaitthc 
same  principle  prevails,  and  is  practically  recc^ 
nised  as  a  rule  of  public  law  within  the  present 
century,  I  may  appeal  to  the  aolhoritv  of  apersoo 
distinguished  for  judicial  talent  ana  eloquence, 
and  celebrated  by  his  countrymen  as  the  oracle  of 
maritime  law  in  Europe;  it  is  the  authority  of 
Sir  William  Scott,  tbe  present  Jud^  of  the  High 
Court  of  Admtraltjr  in  Ureat  Britkin.  The  prin- 
ciple was  brought  into  view  in  a  case  before  him 
in  the  year  IBOl.  The  case  arose  on  a  captnit 
made  by  a  detachment  from  a  British  squadron 
employed  in  the  blockade  of  Amsterdam.  The 
vessel  was  proceeded  against  for  breach  of  block- 
ade. It  was  claimed  as  baring  been  ukenwiibin 
the  territorial  protection  of  Prussia,  then  a  neatral 
Power;  and  ibe  claim  was  giTen  tinder  authority 
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of  the  Prusaian  MiDiater.  On  (he  part  of  the  cap- 
tors it  was  deQJed  that  the  vessel  was  so  taken. 
Sir  William  Scott  held  the  claim  not  to  be  es- 
tablished. Ip  speaking  or  the  place  of  capture,  he 
refen  to  the  principle  respecting  maritioie  cham- 
bers, as  being  perfectly  understood  and  admilled. 
With  respect  to  the  place,  he  says,  "it  is  quite  open 
'  and  patent  to  the  sea)  there  are  no  headlands  that 
'  thoaibeyondiDBs  to  make  what  are  called  chato- 
'bers;  no  shores  proiectiny  eitra." 

ARer  a  principle  oT  public  taw  has  been  so  Tnlly 
reco^ised  in  practice,  on  the  part  of  the  beltige- 
rent Power  which  now  holds  the  decided  superi- 
ority OD  the  ocean,  I  think;  sir,  we  may  fairly  claim 
the  benefit  of  it  for  oui  country  against  the  cruisers 
of  that  and  every  other  maritime  Power. 

On  this  subject,  I  wish  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood. Ii^munity  from  hostilities  may  be  claimed 
to  the  distance  of  a  roarin^league  from  shore,  in 
any  case,  however  bold  or  prominent  the  coast. 
To  this  the  district  courts  have  cognizance  of  com- 
plaints. Beyond  this,  it  is  at  our  option  to  extend 
protection  along  the  coasts  of  the  United  Stales, 
over  the  roads  or  places  of  anchorage,  and  over 
the  tracts  of  sea  within  the  principal  headlands. 
This  is  a  privilege  appertaining  to  our  territorial 
sovereignty.  It  may  be  exercised  without  infrin- 
ging the  rights  of  any  belligerent  Power :  it  is  ev- 
idently for  the  bene6t  of  the  United  States. 

To  enjoy  this  benefit,  some  legislative  provision 
is  requisite;  there  must  be  some  amendment  of 
the  ezisiLDg  law  of  the  United  Stales.  Without 
altering  the  act  respecting  the  jurisdiction  ofdis- 
trict  courts,  [wrhaps  the  main  object  might  be  at- 
tained by  Testing  a  discretionary  authority  in  some 
of  the  departments  of  Government.  It  has  been 
supposed  that  the  repetition  of  outrages,  such  as 
have  lately  been  experienced  near  our  ports  and 
on  our  coastsi  might  be  essentially  checked,  if  not 
-wholly  prevented^  hy  giving  efiect  to  some  legis- 
lative provision,  which  would  require  no  addition 
to  the  national  expendiiure,  no  augmentation  of 
the  naval  force  of  the  United  States  beyond  what 
may  be  judged  proper  for  a  Peace  Establishment. 
The  Executive  might  have  a  discretionary  author- 
ity to  be  exercised  for  the  safeguard  of  merchant 
Tesselsemployedin  the  trade  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  this  purpose  might  be  empowered  to  inter- 
dict captures  within  the  road^  or  spaces  and  pre- 
cincts which  have  been  mtntioned. 

Whether  these  sentiments  are  approved  in  their 
full  extent  or  not,  the  House,  I  trust,  will  hare  no 
Jiesitation  iti  agreeing,  that  the  subject  is  of  such  . 
importance  as  to  deserve  theexaminalion  of  acom- 
mittee,  who  may  present  some  provision  in  a  de- 
tailed form.  For  the  purpose  of  having  this  ex- 
amination, I  propose  that  the  following  lesoluiion  '- 
be  adopted  by  the  House  : 

Raoioed,  lliBt  the  committee  to  whom  was  referrad 
"  so  mach  of  the  MeMige  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statsa  as  reUtea  to  aggreniona  comiDitted  on  oni ' 
coaata  by  foreign  armad  veaaela,  to  the  dsfsDce  of  our 
ports  aitdhailwTs,  the  baildingof  seventy-four-gun  shipa, 
and  Dreventiiig  the  expoita^on  of  ums  and  ammuni- 
tion,' beinMrocted  tolnqaireinlo  theexpadienejorpro- 
'vidinB  by  law  for  the  fiutliar  aabgiiaid  of  merchant  vs>- , 


aela  in  the  vicinity  of  the  United  Statea,  and  to  repnt 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Carried  wllhout  division. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  ii^ 
forming  the  House  that  they  had  passed  a  bill  to 
carry  into  effect  the  ptovisiona  of  ihe  eighth  teo- 
tion  of  the  "Act  regulating  the  grants  of  land, 
and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  south  of  the  Slate  ot  Tennesjee." 

The  bill  having  been  read  the  first  time — 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  said,  he  should  not,  on  this  oc- 
casion, ^0  into  an  examination  of  the  prinoiplei 
of  the  bill,  as  they  were  well  understood  by  the 
House.  Theywent  to  practise  one  of  the  groaa- 
est  impositions  he  had  ever  known.  In  order  to 
get  rid  of  what  he  considered  a  alain  on  Uie  stat- 
ute book,  and  a  disgrace  to  the  naiioD,  he  moved 
that  the  bill  be  rejected. 

The  question  was  aceordingly  pat  from  the 
Chair,  "  Shall  the  bill  be  rejected  ?" 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  it  was  determined 
to  take  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Eellt  aaid,  it  had  been  remarked  that  the 
principles  of  the  hill  were  well  understood  by  all 
the  members  of  the  House.  He  could  onljr  an- 
swer  for  himself,  that  he  was  not  well  acqnainted 
with  those  princijdea.  The  aubiect  had  been,  it 
ia  true,  discussed  in  a  former  Congress;  but  be 
had  not  then  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  the  floor. 
He  had,  in  truth,  formed  no  decided  opinion  on 
the  subject.  He  was  not,  therefore,  at  present 
prepared  to  vote  for  rejecting  the  bill.  He  hoped 
It  would  be  suffered  to  take  the  common  course  of 
other  bills,  the  more  particularly  as  it  had  receiv- 
ed the  approbation  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Le- 
gislature, which  ought  to  be  treated  with  beoom' 
ing  respect.  He  truated  a  short  postponement  of 
the  bin  would  take  place,  and  that  its  merits 
would  then  be  discaaaed. 

Mr.  Clabk  observed  that,  if  gentlemen  attend- 
ed to  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  every  mind  would 
concur  in  the  propriety  of  rejecting  it ;  a  similar 
bill  to  which  would  not,  he  believed,  be  found 
upon  the  records  of  any  body  ;  a  bill  which  had 
no  apeciSc  object.  He  did  not  know  which  moat 
to  admire,  its  insidious  tendency  or  its  absurdity. 
It  declares: 

"That,  if,  onor  befbrathe  fiist  day  of  January  dart, 
aaeh  lufficiaDt  reteaaea  a*  aforesaid  ahall  be  lo^ed  in 
Ihe  aaid  office  of  the  Saerelary  of  Blale,  as  ahall  m- 
loase  to  the  Uailod  Statea  and  shall  diaehargBallcUima 
to  the  nid  lands,  which  have  beau  eihibitad  to  the 
Secretaiy  of  State  and  recorded  aa  aforeaaid,  oi  which 
may  be  exhibited  and  recorded  agreeably  to  the  piovi*. 
ioDi  of  tbii  ■£(,  Congreu  wilt  make  pioriaion  by  taw 
for  the  indemn^eation  of  inch  clalmanta." 

What  is  the  bill  for  7    What  ia  its  object?    It 
ily  enables  Congreaa  hereafter  to  pass  a  law;  it 
only  declares  that,  on  the  event  of  certain   ' 
happening,  Congress  will  pass  a  law.     B 
''    oblise  Congress  to  pas*  a  law?    E 

Q  Torumes  oT  lawa  furnish  a  single 
of  Congress  declariag  that  they  will  hereafter 
aUw? 


things 

t  wm 


Digitized  byGOOglC 


HISTOBT  OF  OONaRESS. 


H.  OF  H. 


Makcb,  IBW. 


A^io :  The  first  aection  declares  that.  "  a  law 
■hall  Dot  be  passed,  except  {□  caie  of  a  sufficieat 
legal  releaie  of  all  claima  to  the  Uaited  Stales." 
Now,  there  may  be  iofaDts,  ferae  coverls,  and  per- 
(oni  rnsaDe,who  cannot  inakeiucb  release.  How, 
then,  is  it  pouible  for  this  provision  of  the  law  to 
b«  carried  icto  <^cl  7    Shall  the  rights  of  these 

ErsoD*  remain  unproTided  fori  I  see,  said  Mr. 
J  no  other  view  in  the  passage  of  this  bill  than 
this.  Those  who  have  framedit  are  afraid  to  face 
the  question  ;  they  ire  asharoed  to  meet  it.  This 
is  notbiag  more  than  an  entering;  wedge,  to 
■tieagthen  the  force  of  the  claims,  by  getting  the 
Oorernmeot  to  pledge  itself  to  certain  acts. 
These  men  will  then  soon  tell  you,  they  have 
been  called  upon  to  record  their  claims ;  that  their 
agents  have  been  obliged  to  attend  your  Depart- 
ments, to  receive  propositioDsoreoinpromise.  Let 
Ihisaei  pau,  and  you  will  add  an  oncce,  a  penny- 
weight, to  the  weight  of  that  lesiimoDy  by  which 
they  ultimately  expect  to  establish  their  claim. 
The  bill  in  itself  amounts  to  nothing.-  But  pass 
it  even  in  this  harmless  form,  they  will  come  for- 
ward at  the  next  session,  and  say  you  are  pledged 
t*  da  something.  There  oan  lie  no  other  view, 
in  this  bill,  and  it  is  «  view  which,  I  think,  it  be- 
e«Bet  the  honor  and  dignity  of  thia  House  decis- 
ively to  reject. 

Mr.  Sloan  said,  he  did  not  nie  to  say  anything 
■I  Id  the  merits  of  ihia  bill.  He  rose  merely  to 
obseire,  that  a  bill,  in  all  respects  similar,  bad 
been  on  their  uUes  for  twenty  day*.  He  was, 
therefore,  opposed  to  the  post pon emeu I- 

Hr.  Qbeoo  said,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
had  stated,  in  some  measure,  the  reasons  which 
would  induce  him  to  vote  for  the  rejection  of  Ihe 
bill.  The  bill  must  be  considered  as  holdicg  out 
BtHoe  etioouragement  to  these  people.  He  had 
always  thouoht  it  best  lo  meet  Ihe  question  at 
ODce ;  for  which  purpMe  he  had,  at  an  early  pe- 
riod of  the  session,  brought  forward  a  resolution, 
which  be  had,  however,  been  so  uafwluDate  as 
sever  to  hare  gotten  up.  He  hoped  this  bill  would 
be  rejected  ;  and,  if  the  bill  were  taken  up.  that  it 
wonid  be  on  the  resolution.  This  was  a  bill,  not 
making  any  provisioo.  but  only  telling  these  peo- 
ple to  bring  forward  ineir  claim. 

Ui.  Cook  hoped  the  question  would  not  be 
taken  on  the  rejection  of  the  bill  at  this  time. 
Those  geatlemeo  vho  have  not  heretofore  held 
■ents  in  ibe  House,  ate  not  adequate  so  insiauUi- 
MCHuly  to  jtidge  of  its  merits.  For  himself  he 
liad  formed  no  decided  opinion.  He  was  willing 
to  give  bis  vole  at  the  light  reeeived  from  an  io- 
veetigaiion  of  the  subject  should  lead  him.  He 
was  against  precipiuting  a  decision,  which  would 
not  be  treating  the  other  braoch  with  proper 
decorum. 

Mr.  SPAUiiNa  called  fpt  the  reading  of  that 
rale  of  the  House,  which  prohibits  a  member  from 
Toiing  on  a  question  in  which  be  is  personally 
uitercKed. 

The  Clerk  read  the  rule. 

ikr.  QotiMBOBODaH  said  he  was  precisdr  in 
the  situation  of  the  (tentleman  from  Pennsylvs- 
nia,  (Mr.  Kellt.J    He  had  never  investigated 


(he  subject,  and  the  only  opinion  he  had  formed 
had  been  on  prejudice.  Such  opinion  as  he  did 
enteriain  wa9  hostile  to  the  Yazoo  claims;  h«i 
he  was  against  precipitate  measures.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  lo  postpone  the  further  considctsiiiM 
of  tbe  bill  to  Monday. 
The  Speaker  declared  this   motioa    not  ii 

Mr,  GoLOBBORQuoB  said,  hemtut  then  Teqneti 
lo  be  excused  from  voiiue. 

Mr.  J.  RAHnoi.PB.-^I  hope  the  bill  will  be  re> 
jected.  I  have  a  very  great  respect  for  a  fallaad 
fair  discussion  of  every  question  brought  before 
this  Assembly.  But  this  is  the  third,  and  Ids 
not  know  that  1  should  be  wrong  in  sayiag  it  is 
the  fourth  session  since  this  busineaa  has  beta 
pendinji  before  Congress.  1  believe  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Commissioners  has  been  printed  iwic^ 
if  not  three  times,  foi;  the  ioformaiioQ  of  mem- 
bers. This  bill,  we  are  loU,  has  been  Isrisf 
twenty  days  on  our  tables.  But,  had  it  come  be- 
fore the  House  but  twenty  minutes  ago,  when  we 
advert  to  the  history  of  the  business,  I  am  willing 
and  anxious  to  give  it  a  positive  and  prompt  re- 
jection. My  memory  is  unfortuitately  bad.  Ida 
not,  therefore,  recollect  when  this  subject,  so  well 
denominated  the  Yazoo  subject,  was  first  hroaghi 
into  this  House.  I  know,  however,  it  was  seve- 
ral sessions  ago,  and  1  recollect  that  it  was  atund- 
ed  with  some  peculiar  circumstances.  IrecoUect 
that,  important  as  the  subject  was,  the  ditcnssioB 
was  smothered  at  the  outset;  and  whenli^int^' 
consideration  that  suppression  of  the  discosuon, 
with  other  facts  in  mj;  own  knowledge,  there  is  tbt 
strongest  'prima  facie  evidence  that  it  was  de- 
signedly smothered.*    Bui  it  may  be  said  that  the 


■  This  nnfbunded  a. 
tbriDGr  occasion,  abundantly  repelled.  We  shijl  tnM 
it  on  diis  occanon,  as  we  did  then,  by  ■  repiibScaliM 
of  the  bets  dien  oKrad,  in  full  confidenc*  thsi  te 

tnbUe  t^mJOB  will  be  just  and  nnprejadtced.  TbeU- 
■wins  ■*  the  slslenenl  wbich  was  then  gins : 
"  At  the  last  aeasion  of  Caugnn  the  Gcoigia  iImi 
vere  taken  into  consideiatitm  by  tbe  Honae  of  Bcfas- 
sentativei  on  the  Tth  dsy  of  Pebniaiy.  At  that  tsne 
the  editor  reported  the  debates,  snd  was  at  hu  ml. 
Tbe  dUca*si<»k  which  took  place  was  extrmody  inA- 
tory  and  tuiimpoitaiit,  principallj  involving  drtuis. 
snd  excluding  any  interesting  princqjls.  The  tm  Kit 
dftji,  be  was  sbsent  froio  the  Honae.  Hu  stencc 
wu  occsaioneil  by  *  severe  indisposition,  Ihe  dert, 
probably,  of  exeetsite  occupation.  This  was  to  hiE. 
St  the  time,  cause  of  but  litOe  regret,  as  hia  impn^ea 
wss  that  the  discussion,  in  its  jiinniiisa.  wostd  it 
equally  uniDtereating.  He  bad  not  the  leaat  ides  ikit 
it  was  intended  to  conteat  the  princiidea  at  comj 
proposed  in  the  report  of  the  CooiinisaionB 
be  nsa  mistaken.  It  so  hs[^ned  that,  o: 
days,  tbow  principles  Were  wsniily  contested.  On  tbt 
last  day  of  the  debsle,  he  attended ;  but  the  i|wecbc* 
delivered  being  altogether  replicator;  to  those  picfi- 
outlj  pmnouDced,  he  did  not  report  them.  Undn- 
standing,  s  fen  days  after,  that  it  wu  the  wish  of  m- 
eraf  meiobeis  that  the  moat  prominent  paxta  trf'  the  ^ 
bate  should  be  given  to  the  public,  he  declared  fak  vit 
lingness  to  pnbUsh  tbsm,  provided  that  ^eecbee  vai» 
on  both  stdea  could  he  Dbtamed,  that  the  lepon,  alth«<^ 
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snppreaaion  of  tbal  diKasMOD  oagbt  to  KodeT  it 
more  proper  to  dUcDss  tke  bill  before  you.  Oo 
the  coDtrv?,  the  acl  of  auppreuioi),  three  oi  four 
yein  ago,  drew  Ibe  atlea^iu  o(  the  public  to  the 
subject,  and  caused  the  report  of  the  CommJMioD- 
ers  to  be  republithed,  I  belieTe,  in  erery  newipa- 
per  in  America. 

Now,  what  will  he  the  conieqiieDee  of  thii 
buaiaeiB,  after  baring  received  tbe  attention  of 
one  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  af^er  baring 
been  slntred  over  by  <be  other  1  I  hetiere  ii  would 
require  no  prophet  to  proDoaoee  on  the  event.  I 
hare  heara  of  a  certain  machine,  which  always 
gains  and  never  loses — a  machine,  which  plain 
wagonen  call  a  abnffling  stick.  Kvery  aiep  it 
gels  up  hill  is  sure,  although  tbe  faorae  be  restive, 
or  tbe  wa^D  be  loaded  too  heavily,  or  ihe  driver 
be  incapable — still  it  cannot  eo  basic  again. 

I  am  for  the  rejection  of  the  bill  for  aaotber 
reason.  This  bill  may  be  called  the  OcatgiL.  ibe 
last  tetter  of  the  political  alpbahet ;  but,  with  me, 
it  is  the  Alpha;  it  is  the  head  of  the  divisioos 
among  the  republican  party ;  it  i«  the  secret  nad 
covert  cause  of  the  whole.  This  ii  tke  subject 
which  has  been  ehoved  off  from  day  to  day,  mere- 


Honsa,  where  iu  nienda    

Yes,a  anion  has  been  formed  between  Cape  Ann 
■ndMarblehe«d,  and  ibe  Rio  del  Norte,  a  union  of 
the  Bast  with  the  West,  which  makes  gentlemen 
taore  louchv  and  jealous  of  one  acre  of  this  terri- 
tory than  of  all  the  real  land  of  the  United  Sutes. 
This  has  been  wen,  aad  the  nation  is  told.  1 
say,  quo  ad  Aoa  or  tUo*,  the  nation  is  raid.    We 


imperfect,  might  be  impartia],  H;  went  further,  and 
actual];  appli«d  to  a  member  who  had  taken  accHupic-, 
noiuputin  the  debate  for  a  sketch  of  hisnm"'" 
which  he  declined  giiinf . 

"  At  a  subaequBDt  period  of  the  seauon,  the  debate 
was  resnmeJ  on  Mr.  J.  Raadolph'i  lesolatioss.  Tlie 
whole  of  this  debate  wu  given  in  Ihe  National  Intelli- 
gencer, at  great  length.  On  recurring  to  a  file  of 
that  paper,  it  will  be  seen,  that  this  debate  occi 
Ibit;  rohinina ;  that  Ae  speeches  in  bvoi  of  the  d 
flU  about  eleven,  while  thoM  against  ^e  daiins  flU 
about  twentf-tlU'Be  coimnni ;  that,  of  the  latter,  the 
speecbes  of  Hr.  J.  Randolph  made  ■bootei^teoluBna, 
the  apeecfa  of  Mr.  Rodaej  aboat  f  ve,  and  ^lat  of  Mr- 
Thomas  M.  Randolph  alKint  nbe  colninna;  and  that 
of  thfl  former  the  only  qaeehaa  of  aonaidafable  length 
are  those  of  Mr.  Lyon,  ocmpjing  abont  six  colomos, 
and  of  Mr.  Eiistis,  occupjing  abont  two  columas. 

"  So  Ikr  from  there  baring  baen  the  least  indisposi. 
tion  on  the  part  of  ths  editor  to  pva  pahlidtj  to  ever; 
word  said  on  the  Georgia  claims,  it  has  been,  and  still 
is,  to  bim,  causa  of  regret,  that  the  above  circumstan- 
ces occasioned  Ibe  non-appearance  of  the  first  debate. 
He  has  no  interests,  no  prejudices,  or  Masses,  on  the 
subject,  other  than  those  wMch  flow  from  a  regard  to 
tbe  puUic  good. 

'■These  are  tbe  facts  attending  this  albir.  Thej 
■re  elated  to  remove  error,  and  to  Aow  that,  in  this 
instance,  as  in  ever;  other,  the  editor  has  been  guided 
by  principles  of  strict  impartiality  and  justice.  If  he 
knows  himsrif.  be  would  disdain  (a  conduct  a  public 
print  npon  any  other  princ^ea." — Editor  o/KOUmai 


print  upon  an] 
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have  beard  of  this  thing  two  yean  ago,  and  it  ha* 
come  to  pass.  No  prophets  to  true,  as  those  wk» 
have  the  mnns  to  bring  tbings  to  pass.  Tfaa 
Man  of  the  Monntain  is  the  truest  prophet  that 
ever  lived.  He  bad  only  to  prophecy,  to  iaitm 
the  perdition  of  any  man. 

What  is  the  bill  on  which  this  House  is  called  to 
act  or  not  to  acil  If  the  gentleman  will  but  oac 
half  the  intelligence  he  manifesta  on  other  oocft- 
sions,  instead  of  asking  to  be  excueed  from  giving 
a  vole,  he  will  vote  for  an  instantaneous  rejeclioQ 
of  this  bill.  The  facts  are  simply  these :  That 
in  17M  and  1795,  a  project  was  set  on  foot  to  da* 
bauch  and  corrupt  the  Legislature  of  Geor^a, 
and  to  obtain  for  the  projeetora  a  tract  of  coun- 
try mote  extensive  than  any  State  in  this  Union, 
and  more  fertile  than  most  of  them ;  that  thi» 
project  succeeded  :  that  the  Legislature  of  Oear- 
gia  was  bribed  j  tMt  for  a  mess  of  pottage,  to  b« 


proof  to  the  Housa;  and  instead  of  a  postpon»- 
meot,  gentlemen  who  want  information  biav* 
only  to  call  for  the  r«ading  of  the  recorda  on  yoof 
labta.  The  snm  stipQlaled  to  be  paid  for  iha 
country  in  question,  embracing  at  the  Inst  fortr 
millions  of  acres,  was  8500,000.  This  law  exci- 
ted, as  it  ought  to  have  excited,  in  ^e  people  of 
Georgia  one  general  sentimrai  of  indigaatioB. 
But  the  corruption  had  pervaded  and  flooded  aitl 
overflowed  every  department  of  the  QovemmenL 
OraBlK  were  made  out,  and  the  grantees  held  ihfl 


parchment  in  their  haada.    The  peopleof  Qmv- 

S'  I  Ksolvad  to  resort  to  first  principle*.    It  will 
recotlscted  that  the  corrupt  law  was  passed  is 


179S.  In  the  sabseqoeat  Spring  the  grand  jurUa 
of  the  several  counties  made  an  nnaninioua  pro* 
teat  against  its  passage ;  the  SDCceeding  Legisfai- 
tare  repealed  it,  bDint  the  parchment,  and  u- 
poaad  its  author*.  And  what  are  we  now  about 
to  dol  Will  we,  after  followio;;  an  illustrioua 
patriot  to  his  ^tave,  sully  tb«  fairest  page  in  his 
Qiaiory  by  giving  a  tanctioD  to  this  measttref 
The  people  will  say  foa  are  mere  mummers,  aet- 
OTs  that  put  on  false  garments  for  a  particulai 
occasion,  and  the  moment  af^er  return  to  your 
original  insigDificance.  The  law  was  burnt— it 
was  expunged  From  Ibe  records  of  the  Stale,  and 
the  rescinding  act  incorporated  in  a  Bubsajneol 
constitution  made  by  the  people.  Bgt  ihe  grant- 
eea  under  the  first  act — under  the  corrupt  act- 
had  their  post-horses  and  ruanen  ready,  who  flew 
to  the  East  and  the  West,  the  North  and  th« 
South,  and  made  sale  of  thetr  granti.  To  whom 
did  thay  selll  To  persons  apprized  of  the  origi- 
nal invalidity  of  the  act  But  if  they  lid  nn^ 
does  that  change  the  queetionl  Who  are  ths 
Legislature  of  Qeorgia)  The  delegates  of  the 
people  of  Georgia.  Who  were  the  sovereigna  of 
tbe  several  Stales  before  the  Revolution'?  Th« 
representatives  of  the  Crown.  I  will  aak  you 
then  if  one  of  (heae  men  had  proceeded  to  gir« 
away  the  country,  whether  the  Court  of  Kiog'a 
Bench  would  not  have  set  aside  the  grant?  They 
would.  Subsequently  to  thia,  the  United  Statea 
received  from  the  Stale  of  Georgia  a  graat  of 
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tbe  coUDtry  in  qneKiioo.  and  of  other  country  not 
ja  qnettioD.  Id  receiviog  this  grant,  theyac- 
Iniowledged  the  Talrdily  of  the  mciodiog'  act  of 
'Oeorgia.  The  United  States  when  ihey  received 
the  grant  were  apprized  of  ihe  preceding  Iran*- 
fera^aod  the  accepts oce  of  (be  counlrf  fromGeor- 
.gia  It  unequivocal  evidence  of  ibeir  opinion  that 
-(he  original  act  of  1795  was  null  and  void.  But 
in  ■  country  so  ezteoaiTe  as  this,  in  which  some 
•eliletnents  had  been  previously  made  under  Brit- 
ish, Si>anish,  and  other  granui,  from  the  State  of 
'Georgia,  iban  those  of  1795,  it  will  be  readily  be- 
lieved there  were  many  Rntagonizing  claim: 
land.  When,  therefore,  the  Uoiied  Statei 
eeived  the  country  from  Oeorgia,  they  entered 
into  a  compact  with  Georgia,  or  obtained  permis- 
sion from  her,  to  give  land  not  exceeding  five 
millions,  to  Htisfy  clsims  not  provided  for  in  the 
originat  contract  with  her.  Now  the  bill  before 
jrou  proposes  to  give  thin  land  as  far  as  it  goes, 
and  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  United  Slates  to 
that  particular  class  of  claimaDts  whose  preten- 
aiont  arise  under  the  act  of  1795.  These  claims, 
under  the  act  of  1795,  are  the  last  ctess  of  claimi 
nnder  the  State  of  Georgia  which,  in  my  opin- 
ion, the  United  Stales  are  bound  to  latisfy.  There 
it  another  description  of  claims,  called  the  claims 
of  17B9.  And  1  am  verv  glad  the  claims  of  1789 
are  not  included  in  thia  oill,  because  the  joint  in- 
terest of  tbe  two  classes  might  possibly  have  an 
effect  that  in  this  House  ■  single  class  would  not, 
Well^ Congress  took  the  grant  of  country  in  ques- 
tion from  Georgia.  They  bound  themselves  to 
extinguish  tbe  iDdian  title  to  lands  within  the 
mistiog  State  of  Georgia;  to  Georgia  they  stip- 
ulated to  pay  a  certain  sum  of  money,  and  they 
reserved  the  right  of  appropriating  a  quantity  of 
lands  not  exce«iing  five  millions  uf  acres  to  sat- 
isfy claims  not  specially  recogaised  in  the  eon- 
tract  with  Georgia.  The  question  now  is,  as  I 
take  it,  whether  these  five  millions  shall  go 
■atisfy  the  claims  under  the  act  of  1795.  Boi 
it  should  be  (he  sense  of  the  House  that  the  bill 
includes  tboee  likewise  of  17B9,  it  will  not  alter, 
in*my  opinion,  the  question. 

But  I  mav  be  asked,  by  men  who  profess  not  to 
be  informea  *on  this  subjcci,  what  is  this  act  of 
1789,  and  who  are  the  claimants  under  it,  a 
bow  can  there  he  interfering  claims  for  the  sii 
lands?  The  case  is  simply  this.  In  1789  tv.- 
companies  were  formed,  under  the  names  of  Ihe 
South  Carolina  and  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Compa- 
nies, who  contracted  for  a  great,  and  the  greater 
pai(  of  tbe  country  afterwards  purchawdliy  the 
claimants  under  the  act  of  1795.  But  Georgia 
allies  that  they  did  not  comply  with  their  con- 
tract, and  that  it  was  therefore  set  aside,  and  the 
same  lands  subsequently  sold  under  the  set  of 
1795.  Be  it  remembered  that  the  purchasers  un- 
der the  act  of  1795  were  men  of  understanding, 
of  intelligence,  of  intrigue ;  designing  men  ;  spec- 
Blatotsi  not  bullies  but  swindlers  ;  men  not  to  be 
imposed  on,  but  with  their  eyes  open.  They 
bought  with  a  full  knowledge  of  tbe  equiiahle 
claims  ol  1789.  When  I  say  this.  I  do  not  mean 
to  advoeats  the  claims  of  1789.    When  pal  to  tbe 


test,  one  description  of  claims  will  be  found  is 
invalid  as  the  other.  But  to  whom  did  the  gnni- 
ees  under  the  act  of  1795  sell?  After  tbe  pre- 
sentments of  the  grand  juries — after  it  had  Ttii| 
throughout  the  continent — that  the  whole  wassa 
imposition  of  corruption  and  fraud,  and  afiR 
there  was  every  reason  to  believe  (hey  were  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  circumstances,  deeds  wen 
given,  one  of  which  bears  cotemporaneous  d^te 
with  the  rescinding  BcE  of  Georgia.  After  this, 
what  did  they  do  1  They  went  back  to  Oeo^i; 
there  the  money  they  bad  paid  was  still  lyingin 
the  treasury  of  Georgia,  with  which  Geoigia  mid 
sbe  would  nave  nothing  to  do ;  after  havine  sold 
tbe  lands  for  which  they  had  paid  this  half  mil- 
lion, they  drew  this  very  money  from  the  treas- 
ury of  Georgia.  Is  this  the  say-so  of  an  individ- 
ual? The  act  appears  in  the  report  of  yonr 
Commissioners,  composed  of  the  Secretary  o? 
State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  (be  late 
Attorney  General,  in  a  report  now  on  yonr  uUe, 
and  which  has  been  Iwice  published  under  (he 
aulbori(y  of  this  House. 

Now  the  question  simply  is,  will  yoa  do  any- 
thing to  give  any  further  countenaace  (o  tfaese 
claims?  Wilt  you  countenance  (be  fiand  alittle 
further?  These  men  have  agents  here,  within 
your  Goveroroent,  wbo  hold  great  offices  under 
It.  The  whole  weight  of  tbe  Ezeeottve  Qoreni- 
ment  presses  it  on.  We  cannot  bear  op  against 
it.  The  whole  Executive  Goveramcnt  has  had 
a  bias  to  the  Yazoo  interest  ever  since  1  had  a 
seat  here.  This  is  the  oriffiual  sin,  which  has 
created  all  tbe  mischiefs  wliich  gentlemen  pre- 
tend to  throw  on  the  impressment  ofotu  seamen, 
and  God  knows  what;  this  is  the  cause  of  those 
mischiefs  which  existed  years  ago. 

t  hope  I  shall  receive  credit  when  I  say  that  I 
never  rose  to  address  you  more  unprepared.  Tbe 
bill  has  been  just  sent  down,  and  I  had  no  inti- 
mation of  such  a  di!>cussioD.  But  I  call  on  gen- 
tlemen—not on  those  who  have  been  advocating 
this  measure  at  the  fireside  for  four  months  past — 
but  on  men  who  are  free  from  any  impression,  to 
say  whether  they  will  give  their  sanction  to  this 
iniquity;  whether,  after  officers  of  the  Oorera- 
ment  of  the  United  States  have  tampered  wiib 
members  of  (bis  and  the  other  Hooae  for  yean 
they  are  prepared  to  lake  that  step  trhich  will 
open  the  door  to  (his  scene  still  wider?  What 
will  be  the  effect  of  a  post  peg  em  en  1 7  0«ntle- 
men  will  come  forward  and  siy  the  Senate  have 
passed  B  bill  in  favor  of  these  clumants ;  these 
men  will  inquire  whether  this  is  not  a  counie- 
nance  of  their  claims;  they  will  tell  you  they 


1  last 


>  the  I 


I  you  will  give  a 
which  shall  lay  the  whtJe 


impeacbment  before 
iniuccetsful,  and  ose 
of  the  principal  causes  was  (his  Yazoo  sin.  1 
overheard  a  conversation  between  a  worthy  friend 
of  mine  from  Georgia,  who  baa  gone  home,  aad 
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a  great  officer  of  ibe  GoTemmeDL  wbeo  ihey 
were  Sitins  op  the  green  boxes  for  the  nutgnaUi 
of  the  tana.  1  heard  the  rreat  officer  of  IbeGoV' 
emmeot  tamperjag  with  taat  man  to  get  his  vole, 
1  OTerheard  it.  Let  him  be  brought  lo  yoat  bftr 
to-morrow,  and  he  wilt  tell  von  il  is  true.  Whj', 
air,  thix  is  nothing;  it  is  done  ever;  day,  and 
erery  hour  of  the  day.  Il  is  ibcre^— at  the  fire- 
side— and  not  on  the  floor,  that  the  affairs  of  this 
country  are  discussed ;  and  should  this  question, 
as  a  geoileroaD  has  said,  be  postponed  till  lo-raor- 
row— till  Sabbath  day,  oo  which  holy  work  is 

S;eDerally  done — for  myself  I  would  not  give  one 
arlhin^  for  the  qoestioo ;  if  an  adjonmmenl  take 
place  till  Monday,  and  if  all  the  secret  mecban- 
itiD,  which  ererybody  knows,  be  brought  to  bear 
upon  it.  I  would  not  give  a  faribing  for  the  iisne. 
What  nave  we  seen  as  late  as  yesterday  1  A 
i  of  fifiy-aiiin  favor  of  aresolutioo  dwindled 


down  by  conversation  in  the  lobbr  to  Iwenty-dve. 
'oDS  as  you  adjonra  and  prolong  this  aiseu&- 
,  wliat  do  you  dol    I  am  willmg  to  allow 


Asloc 


that  what  I  have  offered  this  morning  is  hardly 
worth  an  answer.  But  gentlemen  will  come  in 
with  theii  pieces  of  paper,  with  speeches  ready 
cut  and  dry  in  rep^  to  what  1  have  now  said. 
This  is  the  fashion  of  the  day — there  is  no  doubt 
of  it.  Yesterday  the  House  adjoarned,  and  de- 
ferred the  connideration  of  a  reaolution  declaring 
the  holding  of  civil  and  mililary  offices  in  one 
person  incompatible  with  the  apirlt  of  the  Cod- 
stitutioD.  Well,  gentlemen  have  come  down  to- 
day with  their  arguments.  How  comea  it,  they 
will  say,  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
is  conunander  in-chief  of  the  armies,  at  the  wme 
lime  chat  he  is  the  first  civil  Executive  officer? 
I  know  they  will^I  am  sure  I  am  correcL  And 
we  may  go  on  until  Executive  influence  shall 
become  like  a  bow,  which  you  may  turn  in  any 
way,  and  point  in  any  direction. 

Mr.  FisE  said  he  was  one  of  those  unfortunate 
men  who  were  not  informed  on  this  subject ;  be 
pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge,  and  if  be  were  thus 
precipitately  compelled  to  give  a  vote,  it  would 
be  against  the  rejection  of  this  bill.  And  yet  he 
was  free  to  declare  he  was  undecided  ai  lo  the 
final  vote  be  shouldgive  on  this  subject.  But  be 
would  never  consent  to  vote  away  any  man's 
right  until  he  had  been  heard.  The  true  quee- 
lion  at  present  before  us,  said  Mr.  F.,  is.  whether 
we  shall  be  allowed  further  lime  to  mate  np  out 
judgments  on  this  subject,  i  do  not  trnderlake 
to  say  that  the  information  which  the  gentlemnn 
from  Viri^inia  baa  given  of  the  atrocious  frauds 

fraclised  m  this  business  are  unfounded,  though 
do  wonder  that  the  persona  concerned  in  them 
have  committed  them  to  bis  keeping,  or  to  deny 
that  Executive  influence  is  ao  dangerons  as  be 
represents  it  to  be,  though  t  coafess  1  do  not  see 
it.  But  1  am  prepared  to  say  that  the  members 
of  this  HoDse  are  not  of  such  a  cast  as  to  be 
bought  in  four  and  twenty  hours,  or  lo  be  misled 
by  any  Executive  officer.  I  am  uowilliDg  so  far 
to  criminate  Ibe  character  of  a  represeniatire  of 
the  people,  as  to  admit  th^l  it  is  dangerous  to 
postpone  a  sufajeot  for  a  short  time  for  fear  of  hii 


corruption.  I  wish  to  know  whether  the  Ameri- 
can people  are  so  vicious.  I  do  not  bnlteve  this 
portrait  correct.  1  hope  the  bill  will  be  post- 
poned. If  it  is  not^  I  shall  give  my  vote  against 
Its  rejection.  I  ibink  it  my  duty  lo  inquire  into 
the  subject,  though  I  am  willing  to  say  my  im> 
pressLons  are  unnvorable  to  the  claims. 

Mr.  QoLDBBORODOB. — I  am  not  prepared  to  pive 
the  vole  of  an  honest  legiitaior  oo  this  subject. 
Whatever  may  be  the  information  possessed  by 
other  gentlemen,  1  have  none  on  which  to  forma 
satisfactory  decision.  I  had  heard  some  time  since 
that  the  most  satisfactory  information  on  this  sub- 
ject was  lobe  found  in  tne  repoiiof  the  Coramis- 
■ioners.  But  I  must  /emind  geotlemen  that  that 
report  has  not  been  laid  on  our  tables  this  session. 
When  I  learned  ibis  I  endeavored  lo  obtain  a  copy, 
but  without  success,  and  1  yesterday  tried  to  get 
a  pamphlet,  which,  I  naderatood,  contained  coa- 
siderable  information;  but  in  vain.  Thus  unin- 
fiumed,  when  this  bill  came  under  consideration 
it  became  my  duty  to  devise  some  mode  of  getting 
ihat  information  I  wanted,  and  when  I  ezamitiea 
the  rules  1  found  one  wbicb  I  thought  admitted  a 
motion  lo  postpone.  This  motion  I  accordingly 
lade,  without  any  view  to  an  injurious  delay — for 


prejudices  are  against  the  clain 
eeiitlemen  ooght  to  w  prepared  lo  vote  on  this  bill, 
for  it  has  been  twenty  days  on  our  tables.  But  I 
ask  gentlemen  whether  it  is  the  duly  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  to  examine  before  it  comes  be- 
fore us  every  subject  depending  before  the  Senate  1 
Is  there  not  business  enough  before  us  fully  to  oc- 
cupy our  attention  T  The  motion  of  postponemsnt 
the  Chair  has  declared  out  of  order.  I  then  only 
ask  the  House  to  excuse  me  from  voting  on  (hia 
bill.  I  will  only  add,  that  it  is  a  subject  with 
which  I  never  had  any  thing  to  do,  and  that  I  know 
no  man  who  is  particularly  concerned  in  it. 

Mr.  Saillt  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not 
be  excused.  Heaaidhe  stood  himself  in  the  same 
situation,  and  was  unprepared  to  vote  upon  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  excusing  Mr. 
GoLDSBOBODOH  from  voting,  and  carried  in  thO 
affirmative — yeas  58,  nays  51. 

Mr.  Kellt  said  he  was  likewise  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  asking  to  be  excused.  It  was  true  the 
bill  as  offered  to  ibe  Senate  had  lain  some  lime  on 
■heir  tables ;  but  it  was  well  known  that  bills  gen- 
erally underwent  considerable  alteration  previous 
to  their  passage,  and  there  had  been  no  reason  to 
infer  that  this  vould  not  be  the  case  with  the  pre- 
sent hill.  He  said  that  he  had  some  time  since 
taken  considerable  pains  to  inform  himself  on  this 
subject,  when  there  was  a  prospect  of  ils  being 
brought  before  the  House  j  but  the  information 
he  had  obtained  was  imperfpcl,  and  that  be  had 
nothadiime  to  compare  tbefactsatiending  the  busi- 
ness with  the  provisions  of  the  bill  on  the  table, 
St;  as  to  be  enabled  to  give  a  faithful  and  honest 
vole.  The  decision  being  thus  hurried,  placed  him 
under  the  neaessily  of  asking  lo  be  excused  from 
voting.  As  to  himself,  he  would  declare  that  he 
had  hfldno  concern  in  this,  or  indeed  inany  olhef 
speculation ;  nor  were  tbere  any  persons  intereit- 
ed  in  it  for  whom  he  felt  a  peculiar  regard. 
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Mr.  Tbohas  Hid  he  ihoald  vote  BgaintI  ex- 
CDMDg  the  gentleiDBii  from  PenosylvaDin.  He 
observed  (hat  there  would  be  do  incoasiiteiiev  in 
Toiin;  BgaiDflt  ibe  reieetion  of  the  bill,  and  alter- 
vardi  afraiDst  the  bill  iiself,  if,  od  consideration, 
it  appeared  improper  to  pais  it.  In  the  eiiseocy 
ID  which  the  Honse  were  placed,  br  their  oeiiig 
forced  [bus  precipitately  to  act  on  ibis  business, 
the  only  proper  conrte,  m  his  opinion,  was  to  vote 
against  rejecting  the  bill,  tbereby  allowing  lime 
for  examining  it.  Under  this  view  of  the  subject 
he  hoped  the  gentlemaD  from  Peoosylvania  would 
not  be  excused  from  rating,  or  any  other  member, 
DBJets  he  was  personally  inteiesta). 

Mr.  D.  a.  WiLLiAHe  ««id  he  should  vote  for 
the  rejection  of  this  bill  more  heartily  than  be  had 
«Ter  voted  on  any  subject  in  the  courveof  hislife. 
If  he  were  totallv  igaora«t  of  the  eBormons  vil- 
laay  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  he  should  still 
rote  for  its  rejection,  because  it  carried  with  it 
•DC  principle,  which  he  could  nerer  agree  to  sanc- 
tion with  his  rote,  it  rested  the  House  with  both 
a  legislaiire  and  judicial  character. 

Mr.  CoNHAD  said  it  was  painful  to  him  to  hear 
ffenllemen  asking  to  be  excused  from  rating  oa 
Ukiaor  any  other  subject,  as  hewas  coortDcedthe 
aorreet  oourte  was  to  allow  lime  on  all  lubjects 
for  forming  a  dispassionate  judgment.  This  too, 
ke  beliered,  was  (he  first  time  Ibis  indnl^nee  had 
•rer  been  denied  in  (his  House.  For  himself,  he 
said  fae  was  prepared  to  ro(e  on  the  Yazoo  bati- 
Bess  in  erery  shape  it  might  assume  ;  because  it 
was  among  the  most  odious  tbines  he  had  erer 
heard  of.  He  said  he  detected  end  abhorred  the 
whole  busineit.  But  he  was,  at  the  same  time, 
willing  to  gire  other  gentlemen  as  oppoftunity  to 
sake  up  their  minds.  He  oonaluded  by  saying 
he  considered  the  moiioD  of  postponement  etrictly 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  axctuing  Mr. 
Kbllt  from  voting,  and  passed  in  the  Begatire— 
yeas  49,  Days  58. 

Ur.  Shiub. — The  question  returns  on  rej eating 
die  bill.  Iregret  that  thisdecisiooii  thaspressea. 
It  is  the  first  time  I  hare  ever  seen  memtwrs  in 
the  situation  in  which  they  are  now  placed.  I 
wish  a  small  delay  had  been  allowed — but  Mr. 
Speaker  has  decided  a  motion  to  postpone  to  be 
out  of  order,  and  there  is  no  remedy.  The  que*- 
liou  being  to  be  taken  on  the  rejection  at  the  bill 
I  shall  rote  for  it.  I  nerer  had  out  onesentiment 
OB  that  subject,  altbough  I  nerer  could  coBsider  it 
of  such  magnitude  as  some  appear  to  consider  it. 
I  erer  believed  it  improper  for  the  legislatire  body 
to  decide  on  these  claims.  But  that  this  question 
has  drawn  iu  all  the  consequences  that  we  have 
heard  staled  to-day  by.the^entleman  from  Virginia, 
diat  is,  has  influenced  this  House  in  the  decision 
of  erery  other  question,  I  cannot  believe — that 
the  represealatires  of  the  American  people  are  so 
sorrnptthat  in  the  course  of  a  single  evening  they 
may  be  made  by  the  Kxecuiira  to  adopt  anything 
they  please,  1  cannot  believe.  This  is  such  a  pic- 
ture of  the  members  of  this  House  as  I  do  not 
think  any  member  is  authorized  to  draw.  Nay, 
the  merabei  has  referred  to  a  ease  in  which  a 


strange  ioflueooe  is  re{»«ae(tfed  to  ha.Fe  been  ts- 
erted.  where  there  was  not  a  minute  to  apare.  Mr. 
Spealcer,  has  it  come  to  this,  that  the  mcsabos  d 
this  House  can  get  behind  their  seats,  and  a  fr« 
influeuoe  all  the  t«st  on  a  queation  of  the  latf 
moment — ooa  question  oawbicb  the  ConsAitniiaa 
of  our  country  is  involved!  Good  Qod  !  is  lla 
House  so  coMupt  1  But  I  will  eay  no  more  oa  tint 
■ahject->«very  member  who  heara  me  know*  ihey 

Mr.  CoiraAO  said,  he  ahonld  rote  focrejectiag 
the  bill.  He  ihougbt  some  farther  time  oaghi  to 
be  allowed,  and  if  any  of  the  yoaneer  membns 
would  appeal  from  the  deeiaion  of  the  Chair,  he 
woald  second  the  notion. 

A  member  called  for  the  reading  of  the  bill  fas 
information. 

Mr.  J.  RanDoLPR  oppowd  the  caU,  a«d  aski4 
whether  it  had  not  already  been  read  twice. 

Mr.  CaowHtRBHiBLD  Said  he  hoped  it  aroaMbe 
read  twenty  time*,  if  neoesaary. 

The  Sprakbh  put  tha  qaestioa  oa  ifa  hong  read, 
which  was  carried  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Kellt  said,  he  thougM  there  ought  not  la 
be  n  line  of  dutinction  diawn  between  the  mem- 
ben  of  the  House,  and  tfaere(>re  moved  a  recon* 
sidcratiooofihevoteexcaaiDgMr.OoiaaKttovgi 
from  voting ;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  tea- 
olution  toexcMchim  tesoiiuM — yea^S^  aays44 

Mr.  J.  RARD01.PB  Mid,  he  hoped  the  bill  wouM 
b*  rejected,  and  that  an  end  wooid  be  pat  to  the 
miserable  ftrce  of  beggiag  to  be  excosea  bom  vo- 
ting, when  geattemco  could  amwer  the  xtae  pni- 
pose,  a  tbiof  which  was  cverv  day  praeiiaed.  by 
stepping  aside.  He  hoped  t&at  if  they  did  not 
wish  to  rota  iher  would  take  this  coarse,  and  ikat 
the  House  would  no  longer  be  pestered  with  theif 
motioos.  What  I  are  genticmea  afraid  to  (ase  a 
Yazoovotel  They  firstexcnsed  oDememberfron 
voting.  But  they  found  that  this  wonld  not  do, 
and  toey  therefore  refused  exensing  another,  and 
not  satisfied  with  this,  ihey  must  raeanaider  their 
first  vote,  and  get  a  Yazoo  role  back  a^a.  Thia 
is  the  plain  ease.  I  hope  we  shall  not  riM  till  we 
have  the  question.  Were  I  diaposed  to  iMstpana 
(he  proceeding  of  this  House,  I  should  be  in  iaroi 
of  delaying  (his  decision  till  the  geatlemao  froni 
Maryland  (Mr.  Nicbolbok)  now  abMD^  should 
return  into  the  House — that  is  ■■  anii-Yazoo 
rote;  and  ererybody  knows  it.  Tbat  is  a  maa 
of  hoBorable  views,  who  baring  at  first  been  ca- 

{'oled  into  an  acquiescence  in  the  claims,  without 
laring  sufficiently  examined  them,  l»d  afterwards 
virtue  and  magnaaioiity  enough  to  acknowledM 
that  he  had  been  wrong,  and  to  declare  that  he 
would  not  commit  the  keeping  of  his  reputatioD  to 
Yazoo  men. 

When  1  was  up  before,  I  omitted  to  *ay  maat 
things  that  hare  a  beariug  on  this  question,  asl 
majr  hare  said  several  things  that  had  no  bearing 
on  it.  But  there  is  one  bet  which  I  omitted — 
that  a  man,  not  a  Oeor^an — he  lived  on  the  norik 
side  of  the  Saraonab  rivet — if  I  am  not  correct  ia 
my  statement  let  the  Georgia  delegates  comet 
me — this  man  happeped  to  be  admitted  into  the 
secrets  of  the  Diran,  who  had  doae  «  deed  withoat 
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>  a  usme,  who  bad  corrupted  the  Le^ialature  of 

■  Georgia.     He  went  faom«,  and  be  wms  blockbead 

I  enough  to  speak  what  he  thooght,  notwithsiaoding 

1  his  pnaciples  and  his  promiiea.    He  was  wed  like 

&  ^tubbing  hoe  to  do  dirty  work  aad  ibeo  ihfowa 

Mide  a*  a  UKteas  eagine.    He  told  others  what  he 

:  knew.    Maik  the  catastrophe — at  a  alill  hour  of 

1  the  nighlf  withoat  beiog  the  eneny  of  say  mortal 

1  man,   he  was  shot.     Aad  ii  is  from   this  tact 

that  we  now  want  oq  this  question  the  beatfit  of 

I  «  witnesB.  who  waa  murdered  io  cold  blood,  aad 

I  wboae  testiraoiiT  has  that  bean  prerented  from 

I   being  brought  forward  to  this  or  other  tribuaals 

I  before  which  these  claims  mav  be  hioagbn  This 

fact  is  a  truth  as  nolorioui  as  the  massacre  of  Boa- 

I  ton  or  the  battle  of  Concord. 

But,  we  are  toid  bj  some  gentlemen  that  this 
i  is  not  a  question  of  magnitude.  What  is  a  quea- 
lioa  of  toflgikiiude  1  If  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  lo  go  lo  war  with  Britain  for  a  three 
peenr  tas  on  tea,  is  not  that  a  question  of  mag- 
nitude— ibi  there  is  a  great  political  priaciple  in- 
TcWed  in  that  tax.  And  what  is  the  real  stale 
of  the  coUQiryT  The  quarter  from  which  we 
have  most  to  dread  is  speculators — land-jobbers, 
and  if  yoD  can  preawvs  the  interests  of  the  com- 
muuiiy  ioTiolable  against  them,  your  inferior  in- 
terests are  safe.  And  where  do  we  find  eTery  land- 
jobber,  i*  adxone  or  posru,  but  rallyiog  round  this 
iniquity  1  And  what  will  be  the  event  if,  by  little 
and  little,  you  sanciion  these  claims;— the  preten- 
sions of  these  men— but  that  you  will  fall  beneath 
the  power  of  Yazoo  men — oi  speculators  in  land 
and  paper  serial  And  is  not  this  a  question  a{ 
magnitude,  Whether  a  country  embraciog  forty 
uillioDs  of  acres  shall  be  bartered  away  f  And 
is  it  not  a  great  principle,  whether  a  Legislative 
body  has  a  right  to  sell  their  votes,  and  whether 
the  rights  rested  by  them  shall  pass  1  No,  the 
question  whether  you  shall  lay  a  auty  of  two  per 
cent,  is  a  question  of  magnitude,  and  is  reported 
at  full  length ;  but  this  is  not  a  question  ofmag- 
Biiude  !  Yes,  they  all  draw  ti^etbar  1  Yesterday 
you  decided  that  contractors  w«e  not  oncers. 
now,  mark,  if  the  couiraetors and  Ynzoo  men  do 
not  draw  together,  to  pull  this  thing  out  of  the 
mire  ;  it  is  a  thing  weU  understood,  and  we  well 
nnderstaad  the  men  who  advocate  it. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  asks, 
Are  we  a  set  of  men  so  corrupt  1  Is  this,  indeed, 
the  state  of  things  7  The  gentleman  ought  to 
know  there  are  different  sorts  of  corruption.  There 
is  a  corruption  of  ioteresi,  that  is  number  one; 
there  is  a  corruption  of  timidity,  which  consists 
in  men  not  saying  what  they  think,  that  is  number 
two  ;  there  is  a  corruption  of  Court  influence — 
of  party — and  there  is  a  corruption,  which,  though 
last  is  not  least,  the  corruptiou  oi  irreconcilable, 
persODsl  aoimosity — a  corruption  which  will  en- 

Kge  a  mao  to  go  all  lengths  to  injure  him  wham 
bates  Bod  despises,  or  rather,  whom  be  cannot 
despise,  because  be  bates.  And  wheuwe  lakeall 
these  considerations  into  quesiion,  aad  that  there 
are  men  now  ready  to  grasp  your  lands  in  Ohio, 
in  Indiana,  and  your  other  territgries,  are  we 
willing  to  become  parties  to  this  solemii  league 


and  covenant  1  If  we  carry  on  this  aflair  tmc 
step  farther,  what  will  be  the  situatiou  of  the  na- 
tion 1  I  call  on  gentlemen  (whom  I  have  do  right 
to  consider  under  the  inftuence  of  personal  or  pri- 
vate interest)  IO  vote  with  effect  this  day,  or  to  give 
up  tbeii  country  to  the  fate  that  futurity  has  other- 
vise  in  swre  for  it — to  discard  alt  idea  of ''  scratch 
me,  aud  I'll  tickle  you."  It  is  out  of  the  chancet 
of  futurity  for  this  Asaemhiy,  or  this  oaiiou,  to  be 
corrupted  from  any  other  source  than  land.  There 
is  no  other  fund  can  do  it.  But  where  is  the  use 
of  taking  airs  on  onrselves,  and  pretending  to 
more  virtues  in  our  public  tban  we  get  credit  for 
in  OUT  private  capacities  1  Look  at  the  Legislature 
of  Georgia.  That  body  was  composed  of  men 
Iih  the  same  flesh  and  blood  with  ourselves. 


They  were  beught,  and  tbev  followed  the  fate  of 
every  political  body  under  tbe  sun.  They  died  a 
iral  death.    The  whole  question  is,  how  long 


you  shall  keep  this  period  o^  aod  whether  ym 
will  take  poison  to-day,  or  live  out  the  time  which 
Qod  has  allotted  to  you?  Yes!  who  were  the 
tegulaiors  of  Qeorgial  Thev  were  the  sama 
men,  elected  by  the  same  freenoldera,  possessed 
of  (be  same  qualifications,  and,  in  many  respects, 
the  same  men,  who  are  now  on  this  floor.  I  asl( 
if  my  ezcelleut  friend  from  Qeorgia  is  more  iu- 
eorrupt  than  the  Oeergia  Legislature  were  pre- 
sumed to  be  7  You  may  fix  what  stamp  you 
E lease,  a  garter  lo  the  knee,  or  inaignia  to  the 
reast,  men  are  still  liable  to  the  same  feelii^gf, 
the  same  temper,  the  tame  iallihilitf . 

We  are  lofd  that  this  is  a  question  on  which 
we  ought  to  have  a  dispassionate  discussion.  I 
am  always  for  a  dispaasionate  consideration  of 
every  important  qoestion  before  it  is  acted  ou; 
and  I  have  given  to  this  a  dispusiooate  eiaminil- 
tion.  But,  I  should  despise  myself,  if  I  could 
come  into  this  Assembly,  and,  like  a  cold-blooded 
naturalist,  weigh  the  corruption  of  cetiaio  indi- 
vidual) of  Qeorgia  against  the  corruption  of  offi- 
cers of  this  Government.  Ishould  despise  myself, 
if  I  could  dispassionaiely  weigh  tbe  oue  against 
tbe  other,  and  find  the  one  outweighed  t' 


,_  rejected,  fclier,  and  what  will  be  th« 

effect  i  The  whole  of  the  public  lands  of  tha 
United  States  will  follow  the  fate  of  the  Yazoo 
business.  It  most  certainly  will.  With  alt  our 
virtue,  there  is  land  enough  in  the  United  States 
to  buy  us,  and  wo  be  to  him  that  is  pijt  into  this 
slate  of  temptation.  Let  no  man  think  too  highly 
of  his  own  incorrupt ibilily.  There  was  a  Cato 
in  the  lime  of  Rome,  and  J  am  wiUinf;,  if  it  will 
satisfy  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  to  allow 
him  to  be  the  man.    But,  what  will  become  of 


which  the  British  Parliament  is  corrupted  1  Once 
pass  this  bill,  and  the  tood  of  the  British  Ministry 
will  dwindle  into  insignificance.  Qo  and  engendec 
Yazoo,  aad  ibis  curse  of  speculation,  like  ib« 
members  of  the  polypus,  cut  it  io  as  many  piecea 
please,  will  appropriate  to  itself  a  new 
Whereaieyou?  fou are uoiy free,   Bu. 


as  you  pl(     .,      ...     ,, . 
bodyl    Whereaieyou? 
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how  long  will  you  remiin  so,  after  ^riog  your 
MnciLOD  to  Ibis  bill?  Wbat  have  weaeeul  We 
bare  aeeo  a  question  of  momeDlous  GoDMJta- 
tional  inportance  brouebt  forward  Id  ibis  Honse. 
What  hare  we  donef  It  is  a  slnadiog  Parlin 
meoiary  jest,  like  tbe  question  of  Pari  ia  me  atari 
reform,  in  anolher  body,  after  the  accession  of  a 
great  political  rerormer  to  the  Ministry.  I  speak 
of  (he  amendaieat  to  the  Constitution  relative  to 
tbe  tenure  of  tbe  judicial  oEBce,  and  the  propo- 
■ition  to  purge  tbis  Assetobly  of  contractors.  T 
lias  gone  to  the  family  raull  of  all  tbe  Capuleta 
and  a  requiem  has 'been  sun^  over  ibem.    Thi 

KDilemeD  from  PeansTlvania  and  New  Yfrk 
re  chanted  repose  to  loeir  souls. 

But  the  Eenilemaii  from  PeDDsylvania  aski  if . 
ispossible  that  in  half  an  hour,  or  in  a  few  hours,  at 
the  fire-iide,  or  elsewhere,  the  vote  of  this  asseni' 
bl?  can  be  changed  1 — ire  we  indeed  so  corrupt? 
Why,  I  have  no  hesitation  to  say,  and  I  believe  I 
Km  not  out  of  order  in  saying  so,  tbe  cause  which 
principally  drew  my  aiieDiion  was  tbis:  When 
t  genilemaa  who  uniformly  presides  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  with  great  dignity,  was  compell- 
ed to  have  reconrseio  strong  measures  to  preserve 
decorum,  I  was  surprised  to  see  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  quitting  hia  seat,  leaving  bit 
own  province,  and  coming  over  to  our  fire-side, 
purposely  to  create  a  disturbance.  1  wish  to  be 
Dudetstood,  before  I  ait  down,  as  not  having  made 
a  single  allusion  to  tbe  gentleman  from  Vermont 
(Mr.  FiBc,)  I  abjure  ihe*idea.  Bui  I  did  bear 
gentlemen  who  are  tbe  most  eager  advocates  of 
the  Yazoo  claims,  declare  time  was  not  allowed 
to  consider  them,  and  when  I  witnessed  such  un- 
blusbinr  effronterr,  1  could  doi  withhold  the  re- 
marks 1  made.  What  will  be  tbe  effect  of  a  sim- 
ple vote  of  this  House,  that  this  bill  shall  not  pass, 
taken  aecundum  artem,  more  majorum?  -It  will 
be  this,  that  the  Hous'e  are  of  opinion  (hat  there 
are  some  errors  in  its  details,  some  inaccuracy  in 
it  which  ought  not  to  be  admitted,  and  that,  there- 
fore, it  is  rejected.  And  what  will  this  prove  to 
men  who  will  not  see  the  sun  at  mid-day?  To 
Yazoo  men,  blind  to  all  iniquity  perpetrated  in 
Oeorsia?  They  will  tell  you  it  may  hare  been  re- 
jeciea  on  accotint  of  some  small  delect;  they  will 
come  forward  at  the  next  session  with  an  acces- 
sion of  strength,  and  you  will  have  thesame  ground 
to  go  over  again.  Hence  tbe  necessity  for  the 
explicit,  prompt,  and  strongly  marked  ioaignatioa 
of  this  Houstt  iQ  its  immediate  rejection.  A  man 
who  shall  merely  rote  against  the  bill  in  its  last 
atage  shall  not  by  me  be  considered  as  merely 
committed,  we  shall  not  know  what  his  reasons 
are  for  his  rote;  hut  a  man  who  votes  in  this  stage 
of  the  business  for  the  rejection  of  the  bill  can- 
not be  considered  as  a  trimmer^  he  will  show 
hitnself  to  be  a  decided  man  against  it  under  all 
modifications.  Under  present  circumstances  ii  is 
of  the  last  importance  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives should  do  what  they  have  a  legislative 
right  to  do — say  that  this  bill  shall  be  rejected ;  that 
the  hopcH  of  the  claimants  may  he  crushed  as  far 
aa  they  can  be  by  a  vote  of  thi^  House. 

Hr.  QoLDSBOBouQH. — 1  did  not  atand  in  need 


of  the  injunction  of  the  gentleniaa  from  Virginia, 
if  I  wished  to  decline  voting  on  ihia  occasion,  K 
goootofthe  bar;  butsolongasl  hold  a  seat  is 
this  House  t  will  never  consent  to  do  this.  Poi 
I  should  think  myself  placed  in  a  most  coalcmpti- 
ble  situation,  if  any  of  my  consittueats  should  a^k 
me  what  vote  1  gave  on  a  particular  accasioo.  I 
should  be-obligeato  tell  him  that  instead  of  giv- 
ing a  rote  1  skulked  behind  tbe  bar. 

Mr.  J.  Rahdolfh  said  he  assureil  the  gentle- 
man he  imputed  to  him  no  improper  motive.  He 
had  been  totally  misunderstood  if  the  gentlemaa 
drew  any  such  inference  from  what  he  had  said. 
Mr.  OoLDiBoaouoH  said  be  ivas  gratified  by 
the  senlleman's  explanation,  but  h«  hoped  he 
would  be  permitted  to  go  on.  When  he  had  de- 
sired a  postponement  till  Mondar,  it  was  from  tbe 
beat  motires.  He  said  he  carea  notfainfr  for  the 
Yazoo  claims ;  he  had  no  interest  in  Ihein.  He 
was  sorry  the  vote  eiensing  him  from  voting  hail 
been  re-considered.  He  deemed  himself  at  lib- 
erty at  all  times  to  decline  voting  ivben  he  was 
not  duly  informed ;  he  should  not,  therefore,  voce 
on  the  present  occasion. 

Mr.  Eellt  said  he  should  rote  agstinst  tbe  re- 
jection of  this  bill,  to  allow  further  time  for  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject,  without  pledging  himsell 
how  he  should  vote  en  its  6nal  passage. 

Mr.  Saillt  said  he  did  not  wish  to  give  a  vote 
without  information.  He  thonght  this  bosiness 
unnecessarily  hurried.  Hecnosideieditthedstyol 
the  new  members,  who  were  not  iofotmed  on  it, 
to  vote  against  the  rejection  of  the  bill,  which  wu 
the  only  way  of  refuting  such  arlMirary  eondoct. 
The  question  was  then  put.  Shall  the  bill  be  re- 
eled, ai  ■  .  ■     -V     -~ 

Yits — Isaac  Anderson,  Darid  Baid,  BarweO  Baa- 
sett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  William  BiMtUtdgt,  John 
Blake,  jun.,  Thamis  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  WOfiun 
Butler,  Levi  Cwej,  John  Claiborne,  ChrirtaptMi  Claifc, 


Andrew  Ottgg,  Bilai  HaUay,  John  BanulttMt,  1 
Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Thomaa  Kenan,  Michael  hob, 
Duncan  HcParland,  Robert  Marion,  Jedah  Masters, 
Nichols*  R.  Moore,  Tbomu  Moore,  Jaha  Morrow, 
Oonlon  S.  Mumtbrd,  Roger  Nelsoo,  Tbomu  Newton, 
Jan.,  Qideon  Olin,  Jobn  Pugh,  Jiriiu  Rudolf  Tham- 
M  M.  lUndolpb,  John  Rhea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob 
*Richardi,  Thomas  Sammoni,  Thomas  Sandford,  Ebe- 
nezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith, 
SaiDUel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  SpaJding, 
Richard  SUaforJ,  Philip  R.  Tbompson,  Abram  Tiigf, 
John  Whitebill,  Robert  Wbitefaill,  David  R.  Williaiiia, 
.Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  JiMeph  Win* 

Nits — Willis  Alston,  inn.,  Joseph  BaAev,  Sifav 
Betton.Barnabaa  Biilwelt,  John  Campbell,  John  Cfaand. 
ler,  Hsitin  Chittenden,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowa- 
insHield,  Rjchud  Cutte,  Samnel  W.  Dane,  Ears  Duby, 
John  Davenport,  jun.,  William  Dickson,  Jaine*  EOM, 
Caleb  EUis,  Gbeneier  Elmer,  WiUiam  Ely,  William 
Findlev,  James  Fjek,  John  Fowler,  Isaiah  L-  Green, 
Setb  Uastiaga,  William  Bdms,  David  Hough,  Jaha  O. 
Jackaoo,  Jama  Kally,  Joaeph  I-ewia,  jun.,  Matthsw 
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LjoD,  William  MeCreery,  JerMxiill  Mottow,  Jonmthan 
O.  Mcwely,  Jeremiah  nebon,  Timoth;  Pitkin  jun, 
Josioh  Quiner,  John  Hiuaell,  Peter  8*illy,  Martin  G. 
SctauneniBn,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Jomh  Stanton,  Wil- 
liam BtedmBn,  Lewis  B.  Sturgeo,  Saniuet  TaggHit, 
Benjamin  Tallmailge,  Samnel  Tonne;,  David  Thamas, 
Thomas  W.  ThomHon,  Uri  Tiae;,  KilUan  K.  Van 
I    RenHelaer,  JoMphB.Van>lim,FelegWai]nrOTtb,&li- 

C'  >let  Wickei,  Hannaduke  Willianu,  and   Nathan 
iliiama. 

80  the  bill  wu  rejected. 
'  Mr.  J.  RaNDOLPB  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
-  Tourn.  He  Mid  that  a  few  days  ago  the  House 
'  had  adjourned  od  acconnt  of  the  death  of  Oeneral 
'  JacksoD.  He  hoped  they  would  now  adjourn  on 
I  accoQQi  of  his  resurrection.  For  he  had  told  him, 
'  Ihat  if  he  could  give  a  death-blow  to  the  Yazoo 
I  business,  he  should  die  in  peace.— Adjourned, 
yeas  58, 

ToEenAT,  April  1. 
Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  commillee  appointed, 
on  the  third  of  December  last,  on  the  subject  of 
post  offices  and  post  roads,  made  a  report  thereon ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  10  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  10  whom  was 
committed,  on  the  twenty  first  ultimo,  the  bill 
further  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  petiiion  of  the 
ofBcers  of  the  armyserving  in  Louisiana,  referred 
to  him  by  an  order  of  the  House  on  the  tweoly- 
fifth  ultimo ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Eablv,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed, 
to  consider  and  report  what  huaineas  ia  necessary 
to  be  done  by  Congress  in  the  present  session, 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  reaolred  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  aupplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  certaio 
cases,  10  the  Territorial  courts."  No  amendment 
being  made,  the  hill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honse 
I  that  the  Senate  have  pasted  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
I  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes, 
as  is  coniained  in  the  second  section  thereofj"  with 
several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concnrrenee  of  this  House.  The  Senate  recede 
from  their  amendment  disagreed  '.o  by  this  House, 
and  insisted  od  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  r^ulate  and  fix  the  campensaiioos  of 
tbe  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
Bentatires,"sDfBrastoadmita  modification  there- 
of,  in  conformity  to  the  report  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  Conference. 

Mr.  John  C.  Shitb,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petiiion  of 
Rebecca  Hodgion,  widow  of  Joseph  Hodgson,  de- 
ceased, made  the  following  report: 


honie,  in  the  City  of  Wsshin^n,  for  tbe  nie  of  the 
War  Department ;  that,  amongst  other  things,  it  was 
coTenanted  by  the  leacee  to  inrrender  the  demised 
premises,  at  the  eipiration  of  the  term,  in  good  repair; 
ordinar;  decay  and  inevitabte  casualtifla  eicepted :  that 
the  honge  was  consumed  by  fire,  not  occasioned  bj 
lightning,  nor  b;  the  fault  or  negligence  of  the  IcMce; 
but,  as  is  rendered  bigbl;  probable  fiom  the  evidence, 
by  a  lerious  defect  in  the  original  conatruction  of 
the  building:  that  a  snit  wu  instituted  against  Mr. 
Deiter,  open  the  cOTenantbeforeineDtianed,  nhich  tor* 
minatsd  in  hi>  favor,  on  the  ground  that,  if  any  Uabil- 
ity  grew  oat  of  the  transaction,  it  attached  In  him  in 
bis  official,  not  in  his  individual  capaci^;  in  which 
case  the  Goveramenl,  and  not  tbe  officer,  was  to  be 
considered  accountable:  thatno  other  question  reUting 
to  tbe  merits  aeems  to  have  been  agitated  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  Btales,  where  die  cause 
was  ultimately  decided :  and  that  it  remains  for  the 
Irfigislalure  to  detennjne  whether,  from  the  foregoing 
■tatamant,  the  Goiemment  is  bound,  in  justice,  to 
make  the  reparation  prayed  for  by  the  petitioner. 
From  an  attentive  consideration  of  the  subject,  yonr 


lafbrrf 


mending  the  desired  rehef.     They  ore  of  opinion  thai 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MICHIGAN  TERRITORY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  tbe  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  varioua 
bills  relative  to  the  Michigan  Territory.  Various 
amendments  were  made  to  these  bills. 

Mr.  Jacebon  moved  to  increase  the  salary  of 
the  Oovernor  from  2,000  10  3,500  dollars,  which 
motion  was  disagreed  to  without  a  diTision,  as 
was  a  motion  to  augment  it  to  3,000. 

A  motion  to  allow  2,500  dollars  was'diiagreed 


I'diiagrei 
to— ayes  IB;  when  3,000  dollars  were  agreed  t( 
In  filing  the  salaries  of  the  judges,  Mr.  JtcK- 
proposed   to  allow  the  cltief  judge   1,600 


lotlars — motion  lost. 

It  was  then  agreed  to  allow  1,000  dollars— -a^ea 
t9  noes  35.  And  the  same  sum  Co  the  associate 
judges — ayes  49,  nays  40.  The  salary  of  the 
Secretary  was  fixed  at  900  dollars — ayes  53. 

The  Cfommittee  rose  and  reported  tlieir  agree- 
ment to  the  bills,  with  sondry  amendments,  in 
which  the  Houie  concurred. 

Mr.  Varndm  said  he  observed  a  provisioo  in 
one  of  these  bills  authorizing  the  admission  of  the 
people  of  the  Territory  as  a  State  into  the  Union, 
whenever  their  numbers  should  amount  to  40,000.  - 
He  wished  to  know  on  what  [irinciple  a  different 
rule  was  applied  to  this  Territory  from  thai  ap> 
plied  to  the  other  Territories. 

Mr.  FiNOLET  moved  to  strike  out  the  seetion. 
He  observed  that  when  their  population  amount- 
ed to  60,000  they  must  be  admitted.  Until  that 
period,  nnder  tbe  present  acts,  the  power  of  an 
earlier  admission  was  discretionary  wiih  Con- 
gress. He  thought  it  best  that  the  business  should 
rest  00  this  footing. 

Mr.  Jaccbon  advocated  the  section.  He  re- 
marked that  the  course  pursued  relative  to  the 
Northwestern  Territory  afforded  a  precedent  in 
point,  as  they  .were  foimed  into  a  Stale  wliaa 
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their  numbers  but  lillle,  if  al  all,  exceeded  40,000. 
Nor  could  it  be  consistent  with  republican  policy 
to  keep  the  Territoriea  of  tbe  United  States  in  r 
state  of  vnsnlage  to  tbe  loogest  period  within  the 
power  of  the  United  Slates.     By  admitting  them 

into  the  UoioB  at  an  early  period,  we  should  i 

efieciually  conciliate  their  aETecrion  and  in 
their  aitacbment  to  us ;  whefeas,  by  withholdiog 
this  priTileg«  we  may  proportionably  estrange 
their  regard.  This  prorMioo  would  iiliewise  lU- 
pervede  the  trouble  of  acting  on  the  annual  me- 
morials which,  it  was  probable,  WoaM  be  present- 
ed toi  Congress.  It  would  also  promttte  the  set- 
tlement of  the  firontier  of  tbe  United  States,  and 
sfibrd  it  a  protection  witboat  resort  to  a  military 

Mr.  ShiliB  replied — when  the  question  was 
tftken  on  striking  otic  the  section  and  carried — 
«yea  71. 

The  biUs  were  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  foi 
a  third  readiitg. 

PLURALITY  OF  OFnCES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Joatt  Randolpb,  the  House 
took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Bundry  resoluiions  agr«e<t  to  by  them  on  the 
38th  ultimo.  When  the  question  wtu  put  on  con- 
curring in  the  report  of  the  Commiireeof  the 
Whole  in  theirag^eenenltothe  second  reaolaliou. 
as  follows : 

%£  RtK^ved — That  ths  anion  of  a  plurality  of  oSi- 
cea  in  the  perMm  of  ■  angle  individual,  but  more  aspe- 
dally  of  tha  military  with  tk*  ciTil  audioh^,  ii  repug- 
naat  to  the  apirit  of  tbe  Conatitutioa  of  tha  United 
State*,  and  temia  to  the  introdaeing  of  an  aibitrary 


Mr.  BiDWELL  said,  he  would  T^ry  concisely 
sign  his  reasons  for  Toiiag'  asainst  this  resolair 
lideclares  that  "the union  oTaplnraliiy  of  offioes 


If  the  United  States, and  tends  to  the  intiodueii  ^ 
'  of  an  abiirary  f^oTeramcot."  It  appeared  to  him 
that  this  was  not  a  correct  deelaration.  If  the 
Constimtion  itself  be  referred  to,  it  will  appear 
that  ii  recognises  an  union  of  civil  and  military 
ofBcers  in  the  same  person.  Such  an  union  is  to 
be  found  in  the  First  Magistrate  of  the  United 
States,  who  exercises  the  highest  Bxecutire  civil 
l(lD«ttims,  and  is  at  the  same  time  Commander- 
ia-Chi«f  of  tbe  Army  and  Navy,  and-of  the  militia 


in  certain  eases,  and  officers  who  are  charged  with 
the  soperiDtendenee  of  Territorial  affairs.  If  it 
mre  proper,  said  Mr.  B-,  aa  I  do  not  think  it  is, 
by  a  vote  of  this  House,  to  undertake  to  define 
the  Constitution,  it  still  appears  to  me  that  we 
cannot  consistently  say  that  the  union  of  a  plu- 
nlity  of  offices  in  the  person  of  a  single  iDdivi- 
dtial,  bat  moi«  especially  of  the  military  with 
lfe«  eiril  Mtbority,  ia  repngnanE  to  the  spiric  of 


the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  A  dec!»- 
racion  of  that  kind  would  be  a  vote  ofceosni 
the  people  of  the  whole  United  Slates,  for  hariAj 
adopted  the  Federal  ConsiitutioD,  on  the  pecptt 
of  tae  several  States,  far  having  adopted  tbeircco- 
stituiions,  and  on  the  Legislatures  urider  both  Gcr- 
ernmeots,  for  having  passed  laws  which  aoiha- 
ized  such  an  union. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  said,  the  objections  of  the  geotlt 
raan  arose  from  not  haying  properly  considerrf 
the  nature  of  the  union  of  civil  and  militar)-  ol'- 
fice  in  the  First  Magistrate.  By  the  ConstiiDtian, 
the  military  was.j^aced  in  strict  sabardinGoa 
to  the  civil  power.  For  this  reason  the  PrrsdcDt 
of  the  United  Slates  had  placed  under  hiseooiral 
all  tbe  officers  of  the  Army  atid  Navy.  Thensioa 
con  te  lb  pi  a  ted  in  the  resolution  before  you.  aid 
Mr.  C,  ia  that  which  gives  tbe  ai:tual  dtscba^ 
of  civil  powers  to  an  officer  who  has  actual  cca- 
maod  of  your  army.  I  ask  if  it  iras  ern  ia 
the  contemplation  of  the  Constitution,  thai  iht 
President  should  in  person  head  your  armies  lal 
command  your  fieets?  I  believe  not.  Then 
exists  in  one  of  the  Territories  such  an  nioa  as. 
is  cantemplaied  in  the  renolucion.  In  LoeisiaDa 
a  person  holding  the  office  of  Gh>TemoT.  ij  at 
the  same  time  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army 
of  (be  United  Slates,  in  virtue  of  his  appo/niment 
of  Brigadier  General.  Will  any  maa  preteaif  to 
say  that  an  union  of  offices,  such  as  these,  ihe 
discharge  of  whose  doiies  is  incoaipatiUc,ti  sack 
an  union  as  is  contemplated  in  tbe  CoiMiiation? 
No  ;  the  union  in  the  Constitution  was  only  in- 
tended to  give  the  President  a  control  over  the 
Army  and  Navy;  while  this  resolution  conteni- 
plaies  tbe  ptositive  and  actual  anion  of  powers  ia 
the  same  person,  powers,  which  at  the  same  oaie 
he  may  be  called  upon  to  exercise  at  diSirmtaod 
distant  places.  To  separate  these  powers  ii  the 
object  of  the  resolution.  I  hope  the  resolnini 
will  he  agreed  to,  and  the  separation  lake  plan. 

Mr.  SiHiLiGsaid  he  did  not  know  that  be  should 
have  any  objection  to  the  third  resolotioa.  al- 
though he  bad  not  made  up  his  mind  npoa  a. 
Bot  with  regard  to  tbe  resolution  ondercoaii^ 
eraiion,  he  could  nota:greeto  it.  He  did  nother 
that  there  was  a  right  in  that  House  to  daeltre 
what  the  Constitution  was.  The  ConnimaiW 
ronst  speak  for  itself,  and  iher  had  no  tigh  n 
supply  any  deficiency  in  it.  When  a  peiucatar 
case  occurred  they  might  construe  it^  bm  he  nerer 
heard  of  an  instance  where  a  LegisiaiiTe  bodr 
pat  a  construction  upon  it  without  the  eiiiteore 
of  a  particular  cdse;  nor  did  he  beliere  theypn- 
sessed  such  a  power.  The  tesolutioa  dcchred 
an  union  of  a  pluralty  of  offices  in  ibe  same  per- 
son repugnant  to  the  ^irit  of  the  Consiiiatioa. 
He  did  not  know  where  to  find  that  spiHi  bat 
in  the  letter  of  the  Constitution.  He  had  look- 
ed  it  carefully  over,  and  bad  not  been  able  to  fipJ 
a  tiingle  expression  that  warranted  such  an  influ- 
ence. He  called  on  gentlemen  to  point  their  £•- 
ger  to  a  single  section  of  it  that  justified  4e 
inference.  If  at  this  rate  tbey  continued  to  stp- 
ply  its  defects,  be  did  not  know  whne  Che  this; 
would  end.    He  hiiaseir  tlmtight  tke  '-rlniMral 


Digitized  byGOOglC 


HI8T0RT  OF  CONGREBa. 


Apbil,  1806. 


tturality  ^  Offieea. 


H.  OP  R. 


very  defeeliTe,  yel  h«  Devei  tfaongtat  himaelf  at 
liberty  to  TtmeAy  the  defect)  bnt  in  the  ynj 
pomied  out  in  the  CoDitiiation.  If  ezaniDed  it 
would  be  found,  ai  it  originaily  •tood,  to  be  ex> 
treinely  defective.  In  proTiding  for  t^u  powers 
of  the  GoTernmenl  it  had  almo*!  entirely  orer- 
looked  the  rtchti  of  iodividiiaJi.  These  defect* 
ezeited  great  objection  to  the  inalrument.  They 
were,  however,  supplied  by  the  first  Congress, 
and  geotletnen  would  God  that  almost  all  the 
ameadmenii  which  have  been  incorporated  into 
it,  go  to  secure  the  rights  of  indiriduals.  Though 
these  a  mend  men  IS  conitilMe  what  might  be  call- 
ed the  marrow  of  the  Coaatitation,  Mr.  S.  said, 
be  should  not  hare  eotieidered  himself  aitifa or ized, 
if  they  had  not  (alien  place,  to  remedy  the  ertl  id 
any  other  than  a  Conslitational  way.  But  he  did 
not  deny  that  it  wks  a  defect  in  (he  Coastitution, 
that  (be  miiitiTy  and  civil  au(hoTities  were  not 
kept  separate.  But  the  simple  question  was,  had 
they  a  right  under  the  CoDsiiintioD  to  separate 
theiD  7  He  thonghl  not.  Id  every  pointof  view, 
be  said,  in  which  he  contem]^ted  the  resolution, 
he  thought  it  one  of  the  most  dangerous  attacks 
on  (he  CoDsti<utio»  be  had  erer  heard  of. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph.— My  friend  from  Fenn- 
sylvania  has  left  dh  litde  to  say  on  the  qa^»- 
tioD,  and  indeed  I  have  heard  noihing  in  the 
shape  of  atguDient,  or  assertion,  but  what  I  was 

Erepared  to  hear,  and  of  which  I  apprized  the 
louse  some  time  ago.  It  bes  come  out  at  last 
fi^m  the  tips  of  a  man  who  has  prided  himself 
upon  being  the  champion  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  to-day,  a  1th otiffh  but  a  few  days 
ngo  be  threatened  ua  with  a  disaolniion  of  the 
Unioa,  that  the  Ctnslitation  has  no  spirit  in  iL 
He  calls  on  any  man  to  lajr  his  dager  on  that 
spirit.  What  doea  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  say  1  Does  it  not  guarantee  to  each  State 
a  Republican  form  of  Gk>rernment7  Is  there  no 
spirit  in  Ibis  1  Is  not  the  Conalitution  then  de- 
vised under  the  influence  of  a  Republican  spirit, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people  who  are  governed  by 
it,  and  not  for  the  eiclosive  benefit  of  (hose  who 
Bdminister  if?  Will  any  man  pretend  to  say  that 
B  Republic  is  anything  or  nothing?  And  that  it 
is  congenial  to  sncb  a  Ooverament  that  the  civil 
and  military  authority  shootd  be  vested  in  ibe 
same  hBod»  ?  Is  it  not  of  the  very  essence  of  such 
a  Oorernment  that  the  military  should  be  kept  in 
strict  subordination  to  the  civil  power?  And  nave 
not  yosr  laws,  which  pve  to  nurshals  in  certain 
cases  a  power  over  the  military,  been  passed  to 
keep  the  military  onder  such  sabjeetion  ?  How 
is  the  military  to  be  kept  in  such  subjection, 
when,  accnrding  to  the  tmge  of  the  Romans,  the 
leader  of  an  army  is  iheOoverseraf  a  province? 
If  the  CoDBiitQti<M  hat  no  spirit  in  it,  it  is  a  dead, 
lifeless  thing,  not  worth  the  protection  of  any  nun 
of  sense.  Bnt  I  am  hippT  that  it  has  a  spirit, 
which  I  trust  wilt  save  tnis  nation,  even  if  its 
letter  shaH  be  killed. 

But  we  are  told  that  this  is  a  declaratory  reso- 
lution. Gentlemen  may  eall  it  a  declaratory  re»- 
o]utioo,or  a  preambi*  to  the  third  resolution,  whiah 
erer  they  may  ace  It,  but  it  ia  tb« 


which  the  third  resolution  is  founded.  What  is 
it  but  a  declaration  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
which  they  have  a  right  to  make,  that  a  certain 
principle  is  salntnry,  because  it  is  consonant  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  ?  Is  ii  not  agreea- 
ble to  the  spirit  of  the  Consiituiion  that  the  three 
K!at  DejMriments  of  the  Clovernnieot,  Eiecutive, 
gislative,  and  Judicial,  should  be  kept  separate 
and  distinct?  Is  there  a  roan  fool-bardy  enough 
to  deny  (he  proposiuffn?  I  believe  noi.  Now, 
suppose  we  were  about  to  devise  a  form  of  Qov- 
ernment  for  New  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  and  a 
member  should  propo&e  to  concentre  all  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Government  in  one  and  the  same  body, 
and  a  resolution  should  be  laid  on  the  (able  de- 
clariag  that  whereas  an  union  of  Executive,  Le- 
gislative, and  Judicial  powers  in  the  same  body 
is  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and 
should  go  on  iu  the  shape  of  a  resolution  to  apply 
the  remedy — and  some  man  should  make  the 
wondarful  discovery  that  the  Seoaie  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  constitutionally  participalors  of  tha 
Eiecutive  power  of  (he  Government,  and  that 
in  case  of  impeachment  (bey  have  also  Judicial 
powers,  and  infer  from  this  (hat  such  an  uuioa 
was  consonant  wiih  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion— would  not  this  be  a  satire  on  the  Constitu- 
tion as  well  as  those  who  adopt  it  ? 

Suppose  all  ofQces  in  the  gin  of  the  Executive 
Governmrntwereuniiedinonemao.  I  do  not  see, 
if  this  is  consonant  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  a  msn  is  properly  qualified,  why  he  may 
not  unite  in  himself  the  powers  of  all  the  Depart- 
ments, The  Secretary  of  War  may,  on  the  same 
principle^  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army. 
No, — It  u  not  because  this  resolution  is  a  satire 
upon  the  people  who  framed  or  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution, Dut  because  it  is  a  satire,  a  reproof  of 
which  the  times  call  for,  that  gentlemen  are  so  ex- 
tremely (euder  relative  to  it ;  and  the  question  noVr 
is,  whether  the  House  ought,  in  tenderness  to  anjr 
man,  to  flinch  from  the  exercise  of  their  Consti- 
tutional powers.  What  would  I  have  said  seven 
years  ago  to  any  man  who  should  have  told  ma 
that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would  have 
been  found  in  opposition         '  '  '  ~ 


those  days  should  be  sollened  by  Court  ft 
so  Bccomptished  a  courtier?  It  shows  that  what 
cannot  be  done  by  force  or  violence,  may  be  by 
influence.  This  question  maybe  put  into  a  short 
compass.  It  is,,  whether  the  Constitution  tii  the 
United  States  is  a  republican  Constitution,  deriwd 
and  adopted  for  the  benelit  of  the  people  it  gov* 
erns,  or  a  piece  of  mecbanisin,  to  be  (or(ored  and 
twisted  in  the  hands  in  which  cbanee  may  throw 
it,  for  (he  benefit  of  a  temporary  ineumMnl.  If 
the  case  has  come  to  this,  that  tbe  Chief  Justice 
may  be  made  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Armies, 
witbont  the  Coosdtution  being  violated,  it  is  time 
the  nation  should  know  (heir  situation. 
Mr.  Sloan  said  he  had  examined  the  resolution, 


and  wonid  cordially  give  his  assent  to  the  pr 
pie  contained  in  it,  provided  it  were  broos^i 
ward  in  the  form  of  an  amendment  to  the  Ci 


brought  for- 


ple  contained  in  it,  provided  it  n 
ward  in  the  form  of  an  amendme 
futian.    He  thought,  with  bis  friend  ftom  Peaa- 
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Bylvaoia,  that,  Bait  tlood,  it  was  a  dangerooi  attack 
upon  the  ConstiiutJOD.  He  iheiefore  trasted  it 
would  be  rejected,  and  tbat  everj  siinilar  atteiopt 
would  be  treated  in  tbe  same  maimer. 

Hr.C 
thoagh 

itary  offices  id  the  Mtne  person  was  repngnRot  10 
the  spirit  of  (he  Constituttoa,  it  wa«  not  true  tbai 
ta  UDJOD  or  differeot  offices  in  the  same  person 
yns  repugaant  to  it.  TheJ  bad  to-day  Doiled  two 
offices  Id  the  same  peraoD,  io  the  bill  relative  to 
the  Territory  of  MichigRD.  They  had  heretorore 
eonstituted  setersi  of  the  officers  of  the  Qorera- 
ment  Comnisai oners  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  He 
could  see  nothing  in  the  CoDstitalion  which  inter- 
fered with  a  plurality  of  offices,  which  in  many 
instances  was  attendol  wiih  great  practical  bene- 
fit. As  thpre  was  iberefore  in  the  CoDSlitutloQ 
nothing  explicit  against  this  uoioD,  be  could  not 
Tote  for  tbe  resolution. 

Mr.  QREoa  said,  he  beliered  it  whs  contrary  to 
the  epirit  of  tbe  Constitution,  that  civil  and  mili- 
tary offices  should  be  united  in  the  same  person; 
but,  he  would  ask,  what  benefit  would  result  from 
anch  a  declaration?  The  power  of  appointing  to 
office  was  vested  in  the  President  and  Senate,  who 
were  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution.  Tbev 
were,  iberefore,  the  judges  of  the  powers  with 
which  they  were  inveated.  In  tiie  eierciae  of  this 
power,  they  have  actually  declared  that  they  do 
possess  it.  What  does  Ibis  resolution  amount  to? 
If  they  undertook  to  declare  the  President  guilty 
of  such  a  flagrant  act  as  involved  a  violation  of 
ibe  Constitution,  il  was  ibeir  business  to  impeach 
him.  Mr.  O.  said,  as  he  coold  see  no  good  likely 
to  arise  from  this  resolution,  he  shouFd  not  vote 
for  it.  Tbe  practice  it  referred  to  was  not  new, 
though  be  had  always  thought  it  wrong.  He  rec- 
ollected, that,  some  years  since,  [be  Governor  of 
the  Northwestern  Territory  was  likewise  Super- 
intendent of  Indian  Affairs  and  Commaoder-iD- 
Chief  of  tbe  Army,  for  all  which  eppointmenii  he 
drew  pay,  though  no  notice  had  been  taken  of  iL 
Other  instances  of  the  same  kind  might  be  pointed 
out.  He  did  believe  this  union  was  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  ConstitntioD — to  the  true  spirit  of 
*  republican  Qovernment — and  if  tbe  gentlemaD 
from  Virginia  would  bring  forward  ao  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  to  prohibit  such  an  union,  be 
would  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Fihdle;  said  he  did  not  understand  the 
language  of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  Spirit 
was  altogether  an  immaterial  thing— it  was  only 
when  connected  with  the  body  that  they  could  see 
it— and  with  regard  to  tbe  CoastiiutioD,  it  could 
only  be  seen  through  its  letter.  How  long  is  it,  said 
Mr.  F.,  since  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  and 
myselfagreed  to  unite  in  the  same  body  both  civil, 
military,  and  judicial  powers  7  We  did  so,  in 
forming  tbe  first  government  for  the  Territory  of 
Orleans.  Mr.  F.  said  he  was  against  all  such  de- 
claratory resolutions.     They  did  not  bind  Ci 


They  were  sent  here  to  pass  laws,  and  not  In  make 
declarations  relative  to  tbe  Constitntioa. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  consideied  tbe 
Constitution  as  a  sacred  deposit  placed  in  ihnr 
bands,  and  not  capable  of  altera ti on ^  except  in  the 
way  fixed  by  itself.  Every  reialutioa  aimilai  ta 
ibal  nnder  cousideiatioa  operated  as  an  amead- 
meni  to  it.  which  went  to  torture  aad  twist  it  ont 
of  it*  pro^  shape.  He  should,  iberefore,  not  only 
vote  against  this  resolution, but  against  erery  res- 
olution which  appeared  to  him  to  hmve  a  similai 
effect. 

Mr.  J.  RAHnoLFB. — Six  years  ago,  there  could 
not  have  been  a  doubt  of  the  right  of  this  House 
to  pass  this  reiolotioD — now,  the  right  is  dispoied. 
Have  we  not  a  right  to  pass  a  resolution  rcfenii^ 
to  the  Const]  lutioD,  in  order  to  briog  in  a  Uw 

S'ounded  on  it  1  Do  we  not  do  this  every  day  t 
ne  word  as  to  the  appointment  of  General  Wil- 
kinson. Qentlemen  are  fond  of  sheltering  ibat- 
selves  behind  great  names.  I  hare  do  hoiiiuon 
in  saying  I  think  the  Executive  waa  wrteg  in 
making  that  appointment.  I  have  no  bestnion 
in  saying  so  here,  though  gentlemen  who  joia  roe 
out  of  doors  are  relnctant  to  make  the  ante  dec- 
laration on  this  floor.  I  do  not  think,  howevei, 
the  persons  who  made  the  appointmeui  as  repre- 
hensible as  the  persons  at  whose  importunate  soli- 
citation it  was  made.  I  believe  that  a  man  of  gvod 
sense,  and  of  upright. intent  ions,  may  be  induced 
to  do  that  which  bis  own  judgment  will  after- 
wards condemn.  It  is  well  known,  that  tbe  ante- 
chambers of  our  great  men  were  crowded  with 
applicHnts  for  offices  in  Louisiana.  I  have  under- 
stood that  for  every  office  there  were  at  least  one 
hundred  and  fifly  applicBtions.  Thus  mneh  for 
the  idea  which  has  been  thrown  out  of  tbe  eiisi- 
ence  of  a  scarcity  of  characters  to  supply  these 
offices. 

But  we  are  told  that  we  onrselres  have  done  as 
had  as  this,  in  establishing  the  temponry  govern- 
menlof Louisiana.  Ifgentlemen  brinememany 
more  precedent*  on  this  subject.  I  AM  be  com- 
pelled to  say  that  purchase  was  tne  gmiest  cnrse 
that  ever  befel  us.  Whatl  Shall  a  temporary 
system,  formed  on  an  emergency,  wbea  il  was  ne- 
cessary to  do  something  to  take  tbe  eoanitr  jdio 
our  hands,  be  compart  to  a  deliberate  and  sys- 
tematic procedure* 

But  there  is  another  reason  alleged  fot  imitiitg 
a  plurality  of  offices  in  one  petsna,  and  that  is  the 
lownesa  of  salaries.  I  do  not  know  any  spectacle 
more  disgusting  to  a  man  of  unsophisticated  feel- 
ings, than  [hat  of  men  hunting,  with  all  the  avid- 
ity of  terriers,  after  appointments,  and  the  oeit 
moment  complaining  that  the  salaries  attached  to 
their  places  are  too  low.  Before  they  set  the 
office  they  have  do  objection  to  the  salary,  out  the 
moment  they  are  on  the  saddle,  they  discover  ibsi 
they  have  sacrificed  their  talents  to  the  public 
good.  This  is  tbe  cant  of  (he  whole  uibe— <k 
slang  of  those  men  whose  last  object  is  to  live  sa 
their  own  honest  exertions,and  who  are  tbeiefo* 
for  making  a  job  of  Qovernmeni. 

One  obserratioD  has  been  made,  irhich  shows 
that  (he  meaning  of  (hb  lesolotioo  has  not  been 
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properljr  understood,  which  relates  lo  tbe  Com' 
miasioners  of  the  Slaking  Fund.  Bat  the  Com- 
missioDers  of  the  Siakins  Fuod  are  not,  strictly 

s[>eakin^,  officers.  The  duties  ihej  discharge  are 
tx  officio,  in  virtue  of  their  holding  other  high 
offices,  aod,  as  Commiss  in  tiers,  they  receive  no 
salary.  I  will  go  further,  aod  sUIe  thit  this  res- 
olutioD  does  not  coQtain  any  veto  on  the  aoion  of 
small  officeS]  such  as  those  in  :he  custom-houies, 
where  tbecompcnsatioD  attached  to  each  appoiDi' 
mem  is  too  small  to  support  ibe  officer,  and  the 
dulieii  too  inconsiderable  to  occupy  bis  time;  iti 
cooscquenee  of  which,  several  Btnall  ap|>oiaCiQcnts 
are  united  in  one  man,  on  the  true  principles  of 
economy.  No;  this  resolutiou  is  intended  for  great 
cases,  snch  as  that  which  has  been  alluded  lo.  I 
believe  that  the  person  who  made  that  appoint- 
ment is  himself  conscious  that  it  was  wrong,  and 
thai,  so  far  from  eatertaining  the  feelings  which 
genilenien  have  im^ined,  he  will  feel  a  sen' 
of  respect  for  this  House,  should  they  |mss 
Mr.  Varnuh  considered  the  resalotion 

been  usual  lo  unite  ibe  diplomatic  character  with 
the  military  command  in  our  intercourse  with 
the  Indians,  and  a  diplomatic  characier  had  like- 
wise been  given  to  oar  naval  commander  in  the 
Mediterranean.  Instancesof  a  plurality  of  offices 
in  one  person  were  very  nun^etous.  If  there  ez- 
isted.  at  present,  any  case,  in  which  such  an  union 
was  incompatible  with  the  discharge  of  official 
duties,  he  hoped  it  would  be  pointed  out;  whe- 
ther there  was  or  was  not,  he  could  not  say.  But 
where  did  the  respooiihiliiy  for  such  appoinlmenlB 
lie  ?  Not  that  House,  bat  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  was  responsible;  for  the  correct  dis- 
charge of  whose  duties  they  were  accountable 
to  (he  people.  Where,  then,  was  the  propriety 
of  an  ioterfeience  by  tne  House?  If  tne  Presi- 
dent made  an  appointment  against  the  spirit  of 
the  Constitution,  the  people  would  know  it,  Was 
it  presumable  that  if  a  law  was  lo  pass  this  House, 
predicated  on  the  lesolution  imder  cODsideration, 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  would  agree 
to  it,  after  having  sanctioned  the  anpoinlments  at 
which  it  is  leTelled?  Was  this  House  to  sit  as 
a  court  of  censure?  The  Constitution  di^  not 
delegate  such  a  power.  Our  very  laws,  in  vari- 
ous cases,  direct  the  unioti  of  office  prescribed  by 
the  resolution.  Ought  we  not,  then,  in  the  first 
place,  to  repeal  those  laws  before  we  pass  a  reso- 
lution in  direct  hostility  to  them? 

Mr.  V.  said,  be  hi)d  no  hesitation  to  observe, 
that  the  military  and  civil  office  should,  io  gener- 
al, be  kept  distinct;  but  he  believed  there  were 
cases  where  it.  was  necessary.  He  was  perfectly 
willing  to  leare  the  responsibility  where  the  Con- 
stitution had  placed  it— in  the  bands  of  the  Pres- 
ident aod  Senate.  With  regard  to  the  union  of 
the  military  office  in  the  cases  alluded  to,  he  would 
not  undertake  to  say  whether  it  was  proper  or  not. 
Hecould  readily, however,conceive,  that  the  union 
arose  from  the  most  correct  motive,  as  the  coun- 
try was  a  frontier,  which  might  be  menaced  with 
danger,  and  which  might  require  the  united  ex- 
9tti  Con.  —30 


ercise  of  the  military  and  civil  authority  to  re- 
pel it. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  saitl^he  would  ask  whether  the  or- 
dinary union  of  military  and  civil  powers  in  th^ 
Governors  of  the  Territories  was  such  as  that  con- 
templated in  the  resaluiion  T  The  cane  of  iha 
Qorernor  of  Loui^ana  had  been  alluded  to,  wherg 
the  tame  person,  he  believed,  received  the  pay  of 
Qovernor  aod  Brigadier.  Is  that  the  case  with 
the  other  Qovernors?  He  believed  gentlemen 
would  not  aay  that  it  was  necessary  that  the  Gov- 
ernor ofNew  Orleans  should  be  a  brigadier  gen- 
eral in  the  army;  and  yet  they  allowed  that  to  bie 
the  most  vulnerable  point  on  the  frontier.  If, 
then,  they  say  that  the  onion  is  necessary  in  one- 
case,  they  wit]  admit  that  it  ought  to  be  io  the 
other.  When  the  marshal  executes  the  petty 
military  authority  with  which  he  is  invested,  does 
he  receive  additional  pay?  Dues  the  Governor 
of  a  State,  being  cotnmaoder  of  th^  militia,  bear 
any  relation  to  the  Governor  of  Louisiana,  hold- 
ing a  high  rank  in  the  standing  army?  Suppose  the 
southern  frontier  should  beinvaded.and  it  should  be 
necessary  to  call  out  the  army  to  defend  it,  where 
would  be  the  compatibility  of  these, two  appoint- 
ments? The  same  individual  might  be  called  at 
one  and  the  same  time  lo  St.  Louis  and  St.  Mary's. 
He  would  ask  whether  it  was  compatible  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  for  a  man  lo  enjoy 
a  sinecure  ?  and  whether  one  of  these  offices  was 
not  a  sinecure,  when  the  discharge  of  its  duties' 
was  inconsistent  with  that  of  the  other  ? 

Mr.  Leib  said  that,  viewing  the  resolution  as 
an  abstract  proposition,  be  bad  no  objection  to 
giving  it  his  support;  but  if  was  intended  as  % 
side  attack  upon  tne  Administration,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  vote  for  it.  Before  be  was  prepared 
to  act  on  it  under  this  Tiew,.he  wished  for  facts 
which  were  001  before  the  House.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  a  postponement  of  the  resolution  till 
Monday. 


The! 


a  to 


a  lost. 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  resolution,  and  decided  ia  the  negative — yeas 
31,  nays  81,  as  follows: 

7iu— Bnrwell  Baoett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Wi^^ 
liam  Butler,  Levi  Cuej,  Martin  Chittenden,  Christo- 
phor  Clark,  Joseph  Claj,  Matthsw  Cla?,  William  Dick- 
son, Elias  Eule,  James  M.  Gunett,  Peterson  Good- 
wjn,  Edwin  Gray,  Walter  Jonea,  Michael  I*ib,  Pat-, 
rick  M'sgrader,  Robert  Marion,  Josiab  Mulsra,  Thomaa 
Moore,  John  Morrow,  John  Buidolph,  Thomaa  Barn* 
moni,  Thomas  Saniltbrd,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding.  Itichard  Btanfoid,  Philip  R.  Thomp- 
son. Abrsm  Trigg,  David  R.  Wiltiams,  and  Atezander 
Wilson. 

Nits — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  Anderson,  David 
BaH,  Joseph  Barker,  Silas  Betton,  Bamabaa  Bidwell, 
William  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jnn.,  Thomas  Blount, 
Hobeit  Brown,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Cfaandlnv 
John  Clsibomei  Frederick  Conrad,  Leonard  Coring- 
ton,  Jacob  Ciowniusbield,  Richard  Catla,  Samnal  W. 
Duia,  Ezra  Darby,  John  DaveniKirt,  jun.,  John  Daw^ 
sou,  Peter  Early.  James  EUiot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Eb«neur 
Elmer,  William  Ely.  John  W.  Eppea,  William  Find- 
ley,  Jamea  Fisk,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Sila*  Halaey,  John  HamiltoD,  Bath 
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Butingi,  David  HoUnu,  DsTid  Uoagh,  John  O.  Jack- 
Ma,  J>me>  Kelly,  Thomoii  Kenia,  Joteph  Lewij,  jnn., 
Duncui  McFsrland,  William  HcCreeij,  Nicholu  R. 
Moore,  Joremtah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mmetj,  Qurdon 
S.  Mumtbid,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Thocaaa 
Newton,  Jim.,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jun.,  John 
Pugh.JoiiBh  Quincy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea 
of  Tenneaaee,  Jacob  Richarda,  John  Ruwell,  Peter 
Evilly,  Martin  G.  Scbonemin,  Ebenezer  8ea«ei,  Jamat 
Moan,  John  Smitia,  Joho  Cotlon  Smith,  Henry  Soath- 
«H,  Joseph  SUnton,  William  Stedman,  Lawii  B.  at»i- 
«■,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenuey,  David 
Thomaa,  Thomsa  W.  ThonuMoii,  Uri  Tracy,  Killian 
K.  Van  SensMtlaer,  JoMph  B.  Varnum,  Peleg  Wada- 
wortb,  John  WhilchiU,  Etiphalel  Wickeis,  Nathan  Wil- 
liuna,  Richard  Winn,  and  JoMph  Winston.  tH-fkr 
Th«  reioluiioD  was  coDsequenilv  rejected.  And 
tbeit,  AD  adjournmeDi  being  called  for,  the  Home 
adjourned. 

Wedrebdiy,  April  8. 

Mr.  Greog,  tTom  the  committee  to  wbotn 
referred,  on  the  thirty-first  of  December  last,  lh« 
petition  of  aundryieuleri  tod  purchasers  of  laodi 
northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  beiweea  the  Miama 
rivers,  made  a  report  thereon  j  which  waa  read 
uid  considered :  Whereupon, 

Kesoleed,  That  the  Tei;iateT  and  receive 
public  moneys  of  the  land  office  iu  the  district 
of  Ciocinnati,  be  anlhorized  to  ^ant  eerci&cstes 
of  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  any  person  residing  on 
any  ot  the  reserved  sections,  (other  than  the  re- 
aervvd  section  number  sixteen,)  for  the  tract  on 
which  he  resides,  on  th«  applicant  producing  to 
them  satisfactory  evidence  that  his  claim  was 
within  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  section  of  an 
act,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  public  lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory, 
and  for  other  purposes;"  provided  that  the  person 
ahall  exhibit  ttie  evidence  of  his  claim  before  the 
first  day  of  August  next ;  and  provided,  such  cer- 
tiSeate  shall  not  be  granted  for  a  larger  tract  than 
a  quarter  section,  nor  for  any  other  tract  than  that 
on  which  he  resides. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brnoght  in, 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolntion ;  and  ibat  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Liaads  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
came. 

Mr.  Joseph  Clay  presented  to  the  Hoaae  a  pe- 
tition of  sundry  officers  who  served  in  the  Briiith 
armyj  dnring  the  war  between  Prance  and  Great 
Britain,  in  America,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
Kven  hundred  and  fifty-five,  which  was  received 
and  read,  praying  to  be  confirmed  in  their  respect- 
ive titles  to  lands  in  the  Slate  of  Kentucky,  grant- 
ed to  them  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  in  eon- 
nderatioQ  of  military  services  rendered  the  Ameri- 
can Colonies,  during  the  said  wit  with  France. 
—Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropriation  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  year  one  tboutand  eight 
hundred  and  six.  The  bill  was  reported  with  sev- 
eral amendmenis  thereto;  which  were  severally 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Hotise. 


Ordered  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  ameni- 
menis,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  lime  to- 

A  mcsaage  from  the  Senate  informed  iheHoDse 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill,  entitled -An 
act  in  addition  to 'An  act  to  niake  provistonfar 
persons  that  have  been  disabled  by  Icaown  wonnds 
received  in  the  actual  service  of  the  tjuitej 
States,  during  the  Revolutionary  war,"  with  ser- 
eral  amendments ;  to  which  they  deatre  the  «»- 
currence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill :  Wheret^oo, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  ametidmeDts,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  d 
Claims. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  modifiet- 
lions  of  the  amendment  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compesa- 
lions  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  Hmse  of 
Representatives,"  disagreed  to  by  this  Home: 
Whereupon, 

Remlvtd,  That  this  Hotise  doth  disagree  to  the 
modifications  by  the  Senate  of  the  said  ameo^- 
ment,  and  doih  adhere  to  their  disasramem  to 
the  same.  ^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  imend- 
ments  proposed  by  tbe  Senate  to  the  bili,  entitled 
"An  act  tp  revive  and  continue  in  force  an  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  to  suspend,  in  part,  the  acL  eniiiJed 
an  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  (or  other 
purposes  i"  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments,  toeeihcr 
with  the  bill,  be  referred  to  Mr.  JosBpn  Clat, 
Mr.  Thouab,  Mr.  Tbokab  M-  RAEiDoi.pn,aud  Mr. 

MUMFOHO. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  the  adjustment 
of  titles  of  land  in  the  Tetriioty  of  Michigan,  and 
for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  third  tune,  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  eettaia 
cases,  to  the  Territorial  courts,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  S.  R*RnoLPB  stated  that  an  understanding 
had  taken  place  between  the  Minister  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  at  Paris,  and  tbe  French  Minister  of 
the  public  treasury,  as  to  the  peymeni  of  claima 
of  American  citizens,  generally  called  Bordeaux 
embarso  claims,  (the  payment  of  which  had  here- 
tofore oeen  suspended,]  by  which  it  was  agreed 
ibsfpaj^meni  should  be  made  at  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States.  Under  the  existing  provisions, 
this  authority  did  not  attach  to  the  treasury-  He 
had,  therefore,  been  instructed  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  present  a  bill  to  give  litis 
power.  He  accordingly  offered  a  bill  sapj^mea- 
tary  to  the  act  making  provision  for  the  payment 
of  claims  of  certain  citizens  of  the  United  States 
on  the  Government  of  France;  which  was  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 

Mr.  Vahnuh  reported  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed  to  inquire  into  such  measures  as  it  is  n- 
pedieni  to  adopt  for  the  complete  arming  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  Slalei^,  givinra  verf  interest- 
ing detail  of  the  extent  to  which  the  militia  are  at 
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pharUtlowH,  Va.—Relea»e  on  Owtom-Aotwe  Bonda. 


preseai  armed ;  by  which  it  a'pp«art  that  tb«re  are 
ID  the  hinds  of  the  militia  250,000  fire  arms,  and 
120,000  in  the  public  magaziaes  of  the  Uaited 
Stales.  The  report  recommends  an  additional 
appropriation  of  8^1,000  toward  the  maaafactnre 
of  arms;  which  was  sobseqaeotlf  introduced  in 
the  niilitBif  appropriation  bill. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bardford  be  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed,  on  the  twentf-Srst  ultimo,  to 
inquira  inio  the  conduct  of  Gideon  OraDner,  Posi- 
mailer  General,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Clinton, 
who  has  leave  to  be  ab^eDi  from  the  service  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  John  Randolph,  from  the  Committee  of 
WayR  and  Means  presented  a  bill  supplemeoury 
to  ine  act,  eoiitled  "An  act  makiog  provision  for 
the  rederaptioD  of  the  whole  of  the  pablic  debt  of 
the  United  Stales;"  wbich  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
OQ  Monday  next. 

Mr.  BABsaTT  presented  to  the  House  apetition 
of  Amelia  Eugene  Beaumarchais,  heiress  and 
representative  of  the  late  Caron  de  Beaumarehaia, 
deceased,  by  J.  A.  Chevallie,  her  attorney,  which 
was  received  and  read,  praying  to  be  relieved 
from  an  unfavorable  settlement  at  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  accounts  of  the  de- 
ceased, for  supplies  furnished,  and  services  ren- 
dered to  the  Uoiied  Slates,  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  with  Qrmt  Britain. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitioa  be  referred  to 
the  Comcnittee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  resolation  of- 
fered by  him  on  the  29tb  ultimo,  proposing 
amendment  to  the  Constituiion  ;  "  That  no  person 
'  holding  a  contract  under  the  Government  of  (he 
'  United  Stale*,  or  who  shall,  directly  or  indirect 
'  ly,  participate  in  the  emoluiaeata  of  such  con 
'  tract,  shall  be  capable  of  holding  a  aeat  in  ihi 
'  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Uui 
'  ted  States — was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commillee  ol 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  military  appropri- 
ations for  the  year  1806. 

Having  gone  throuKh  the  same,  the  Committee 
lose  and  reported^the  Dill,  and  the  House  ordered 
it  lo  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

CHARLE8T0WN,  VA. 

Mr.  Jackbon  called  for  the  order  of  the  day 

the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 

Manufactures,  on  the  petition  of  sundry  inbabit- 

,   ants  of  ChariestowD,  in  Virginia,  praying  that 

(hat  place  should  be  made  a  port  of  entry. 

Mr.  Leib  moved  an  indefiuite  posiponemeDt  of 
the  report. 

Mr.  Jackson  opposed  this  motion,  and  spoke  at 
aome  length  in  favor  of  the  Constitutional  right 
of  the  petitioners  to  be  allowed  a  port  of  entrv- 

Mr.  CaowNiNaHiBLi>,  though  against  postpone- 
ntent  aod  in  favor  of  discussing  the  principle,  con- 
tested the  right. 

Mr.  Leib  withdrew  his  motion ;  wheo  the  mo- 
lion  to  consider  the  report  was  disagreed  to — only 
13  members  rising  in  uvor  of  iL 


HELBA8B  ON  C08TOM-H0DSE  BONDS. 

Mr.  CaowNiNaBiELD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  wu  re- 
ferred, on  the  4th  instant,  by  the  House,  the  peii- 
of  Francis  Barretto,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
made  the  following  report: 

The  petitioDfli  prays  that  Congress  would  tsDevD 
him  &DII)  the  pajment  of  a  coslom-honae  bond,  wbara 
ha  is  thf  (Urvtj,  Dr.  if  this  is  deemed  improper,  as  he 
is  in  indigent  eircum>tanc«,  he  hopes  that  aome  ftvoi- 
*ble  arrsngement  may  be  made  tor  him,  wharebj  hil 
pcnon  utnj  be  exempt  Irom  arrest,  under  thejudg- 
ment  obtaiaad  agsinst  hlin,  at  the  suit  of  the  UBitad 
Sute*. 

:  The  peti< 
,  sr  1796,  to- 
gether with  George  Arnold  aod  Jsme*  Harrison,  be- 
came bonnd  to  the  United  States,  as  auretiea  fiir  Joea 
Joaqairo  La  Costa,  for  duties  on  the  cargo  of  the  biig- 
■ntina  Lm  Amigos,  from  Madeira,  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  ninsthooiand  dotlsrs.  The  persoo  who  aigned 
the  bonds  is  priocipsJ  having  tailed  in  his  buiinea^ 
and  neglecting  to  psy  the  debt,  BUita  were  commenced 
for  the  racoreij  of  the  duties,  upon  vrhich  judgment 
obtained,  and  the  prindpsl  debtor  was  a  long  tima 
ined  in  the  jail  of  New  York,  and  wu  finaU;  lib- 
erated pnnnuit  to  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  nxth  of 
June,  179B,  upon  assigning  all  his  property  to  the  nse 
at  the  United  States.  It  ii  ftirtlur  stated,  that  Iba 
other  two  snretiei,  Junes  Harrison  and  George  Anudd, 
being  totaUv  insolvent,  have  deputed  ftom  the  United 
Slates  1  ■no  the  petitioner,  nnabte  to  struggle  with  the 
difficulties  and  loss  of  mercantile  credit  which  ha  had 
incdrred,  was  under  the  necenity  of  taking  the  bena> 
fit  of  the  bankmpt  act.  Since  the  diechuga  from  lua 
priTSte  rreditors,  the  AUomey  of  the  United  States  for 
the  New  York  district  has  recovered  judgment  against 
him  for  the  amount  of  tht  bond,  and  he  ii  liable  10  be 
imprisoned  &am  day  lo  day. 

He  is  totally  destitute  of  property,  and  has  a  numer- 
ous family  of  young  children,  who  depend  upon  hit 
exertions  for  their  education  and  support.  In  thia  dia- 
treaatng  aitnation  be  is  unable  to  pursue  any  buidnesa 
to  advantage,  and  can  odIj  expect  or  hope  fbr  relief 
from  the  benevolent  interposition  of  Congreaa. 

The  committee  remark,  that  the  petilloncr'a  misfor- 
tunes do' not  appear  to  be  owing  to  hia  fault  or  neglect. 
He  placed  impUcil  confideoca  in  the  person  who  was 

n'ncipal  on  the  liond.  and  expected  be  would  pay  it; 
was  deceived  in  this  eipectatioD.  Hia  own  fund* 
were,  and  still  are.  inadequate  lo  meet  the  payment. 
H«  ia  totally  deatitute  ofproper^.  The  United  States 
cannot  expect  to  receive  anything  from  the  petitioner. 
Thus  dicumstanced,  and  well  knoiring  that  CongTosl 
have,  in  several  instances,  where  any  meritorious  cases 
presented  themselves,  made  proviiion  for  the  relief  i^ 
persons  who  were  unable  to  pay  their  debts,  the  oom- 
mittee  conceive  that  the  House  will  readily  agree  to 
exempt  the  person  of  the  petitioner  from  arroat  for  th* 
debt  owing  to  the  United  States.  Similar  bills  have 
been  reported  during  ttiia  sesaionfor  the  relief  of  Fran- 
cis Johonnot  and  John  McFadon,  and  tbe  present  peti- 
tioBer  haseiinB],if  ootsoperiordaimsuponthe  human- 
ity of  Congress.  The  oommittae  beg  leave  lo  tubmit 
the  following  resolution : 

Seiebtd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  so  ftr  as 
lo  free  hia  person  from  arrest  or  confinement,  (A  ac- 
.coimt  of  any  jtidgment  obtained  against  him  in  btludf 
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«f  tka  United  SHtaa,  ia  iMsoMUe,  «nil  ought  to  b« 

Referred  to  Cgmmiltee  o[  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  ihe  relief  of  John  McFadiw  and  FnocU 
JobonnoL 

PLUHAUTY  OF  OFFICES 

TIm  Howe  look  up  the  nDfioiihcd  basiaess  of 
j9U€td»j,  being  the  report  of  the  Commtitec  of 
AeWhcrfe,  igTeeiogto  the  following  resolotioD, 
oAred  hj  Mr.  J  Randolph  : 

9d.  Keiehtd,  That  jiTOTutsii  aught  to  be  made,  bj 
bnr,  to  TNider  *nj  nflicer,  in  the  Aratj  or  tffj  of  the 
Cnilad  BtMst  ineaptbh  of  fcolduig;  my  dvU  omce  lua- 
dar  the  Onited  Sutei. 

Mr.  FisK  moved  r>  poatpone  this  KsdotioB  in- 
4«fii)iTeIy. 

Tblt  motion  fns  rapported  by  Messrs.  Fibk, 
BuiGit,  lod  Cook;  anil  opposed  by  Mecsrs.  J. 
CbAV,  J.  RAHiraLra,  and  J.  C.  Skits, 

When  the  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  disagreed  to — yeas  43,  nays  72,  as 

Tba*— Enn  Alezuidei,  Willis  Akton,  jnn.,  Irace 
AndanoD,  David  Bard,  Jowph  Baifcer,  Bamabaa  Bid- 
trsU,  John  Chandler,  Frederick  CaQrwl,  Onihard  Cook, 
Leonard  CoTingtoD,  Jacob  CioirniniUBld,  Kiehaid 
Cotts,  Eira  Darb;,  John  DavenpOTt,  junior,  Fetor 
Early,  Ebeneier  Elmer,  William  Finiiley,  Jamea  Fiak, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Iiaiah  L.  Green,  Silai  HelMr.  Wfl- 
Itao)  Helnu,  Jwne*  Kail;,  John  Lambert,  Williata 
McCraery,  GunJan  S.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Gideon- 
Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Rhea  of  Teimecaec,  John  Rua- 
aell,  Petar  Saillj,  Ebeneier  Searer.  James  Btoan,  liAn 
Smilie,  Henn  Southard,  Joaeph  8  tanlDn.Dand  Tboinai, 
Dri  Tracy,  Joaeph  B.  Varaum,  John  WhltehUI,  E|i- 
jikalet  Wickei,  and  Nathan  Wiltialn*. 

Nats— Burwell  Baeaett,  George  H.  Bedinger,  Silas 
Betton,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Tbua.  Blonnt,  Robert  Brown, 
William  Bnttpr,  John  Carapbcll,  I.eri  Caae;.  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Cla^,  Jeeeph 
Claj,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clapton,  John  BewMin, 
WiUiam  Dickmn,  Eliaa  Earle,  Jamei  Elliot,  Caleb 
Elba.  William  El;,  John  W.  Eppea,  Jamei  M.  Gat- 
nett,  Peterson  Good wyn,  Edwin  Gray,  John  Hamilton, 
Beth  Hutings,  David  Halmea,  Dsvid  Hough,  Walter 
Jones,  Tbamaa  Kenan,  Michael  Leib,  Joaeph  Lewis,  jr., 
Duncan  MacFailand,  Robert  Marion,  Joaiah  Maaten, 
Hicbolai  R.  Moore,  Thomu  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
John  Morrow,  Jonathan  0.  Moaely,  Thomaa  Kewton, 
jnn.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Joaiah  Quuicy,  John  Ran- 
dolph, Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  PennsyW*- 
nia,  Jacob  Ricbnrda,  Thomas  Sammona,  Thonias  8uid- 
fhrd,  Martin  G.  Scbuneman,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Ji>h«> 
Bmith,  Birauet  8mith,ThDtiias  Spalding,  Richard  Stan- 
lord,  William  Stedman,  Lania  B.  Stnixes,  Samoel 
Taggail,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Phi- 
Bp  fi.  Thompeon,  Thomaa  W.  Thompson,  Abram 
Trigg,  Killian  K.  Tan  Rensselaer,  Feleg  Wadaworth, 
Bobert  Whitebill,  David  R.  Williama.  Manoadulu 
Winiams,  ATeiandei  Wilum,  Richard  Winn,  and  Jo- 
aeph Winston. 

Theqnettion  was  tbeo  taken  that  the  Hoasedo 
agree  with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Moose  in 
their  agreebieiit  to  the  said  resolution,  and  resolr' 
ed  in  the  affinnativc — yeai  94,  nays  21,  as  fol- 
lows: 

y>A»-WllIis  Ahttn,  jtu.,  base  AnderMn,  David 


Bard,  Bnnvell  Banett,  George  M.  I 
ton,  WiUiam  Bkckledge,  John  Blata,  janicr,  TloBsa 
Blount,  Robert  Bmwn,  Wttttam  Butler,  Jaira  Oatp- 
beU,  Levi  CsMy,  Martin  Chittandea,  John  ClaAne. 
Christopher  Clark,  Joaeph  OUy,  Matthnr  Clay,  Ma 
Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Lmiard  Coving  tun,  Ua 
DavTBon,  William  Dic^aon,  Eiiaa  Earia,  Pater  Earij, 
James  Elliot.  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely.  Joba  W. 
Eppei,  William  Fiodley,  James  FiiA.  Jamea  H.  Gh- 
□ett,  Peteraoc  Goodwin,  Edwin  Gray.  Andrsw  Gnn, 
Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  Scth  Hartuigs,  Davil 
Holmes,  David  HDUgh,JobnG.  Jackaon,  Walter  Jones, 
Tbomaa  Kenan,  Jdhn  Lambert,  Micbae]  Letb,  Ji^ik 
Lewis,  junior,  Duncan  MacFaiUnd,  Robert  Maiioa, 
Josi^  Master*,  Richolaa  R.  Moore,  TbodtM  Moon, 
Jeremiah  Monow,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mead;, 
OnrdoB  8.  Mnmfbrd,  Thomas  Newton,  jnniar,  OUma 
Olin,  Tunothy  Pitkin,  Jan.,  John  Pngii,  Jonah <{BhH7, 
John  Randolph,  Thonas  H.  Raadidirti,  lobu  Rea  rf 
Pewosylvania,  Jacob  Riehaida,  Pm«t  8>illy,  Th^u* 
Sammona,  Thomas  Sandfbrd,  Martin  O.  SdRmaaaB, 
John  Smilie,  John  Gotdn  Saudi,  John  SnuOi,  Sanotl 
Smith,  TboMaa  SpaldiDg.  Richard  StnnJbadt  JoHph 
BUnton,  WilliMn  Stadman,  Lewia  B.  8tnrgB,8Ml 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Sauuel  Tann^,  David 
Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompaui,  -^  -  -"  Tl  iiij  i. 
Uii  Tracy,  Abram  Tiigg,  Killian  K.  Van  RoMc^r, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  Robert  WbitehiU,  David  R.  Wit 
liama,  Marmaduke  Wiltiams,  Nathan  Willkma^  AWl- 
andcr  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  JoaepA  Wmaten. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Joseph  Barter,  Barnabas 
Bidwell,  John  Chandler,  OrcbBrd  Cook,  Jacob  Crown- 
inshicid,  Richard  Cntta,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport, 
junior,  Ebeneier  EUner,  Iiaiah  L.  Green,  James  Kelly, 
William  McCieery,  Roger  Ndaon,  JcAn  Rfaea  of  Teo- 
nesaee,  John  Ruieell,  Bbeneier  Beaver,  Jamea  Sloan, 
Joaeph  B.  Vainum,  John  Whitehill,  and  EUi^ialet 
Wickes. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  b«  brovgfatio, 

Snrsnant  to  the  said  resolution  ;  and  that  Mr. 
OBH  Rahdolpb,  Mr.  David  R.  Williams,  and 
Mr.  JoBN  C.  Smitb,  do  prepare  latd  bring  in 
the  same. 

The  House  retolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  OQ  the  bill  furllier  to  alter  and  escab> 
tish  certain  post  roads ;  and, after  some  time  spent 
ibereio,  the  Committee  rose  and  had  leare  to  ^t 


TBDHBDJkT,  A|Hil  X 
The  Hoaae  resblved  itaelf  into  a  Committee  of 
ihe  Whole,  on  the  bill  snp^eoentaTy  to  the  act 
for  the  payment  of  the  claims  of  citixens  of  the 
United  Stales  on  the  Ooreratneni  of  France. 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amettdm^t. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engroaaed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morroW. 
Mr.  JosEFB  Clay,  from  the  committee  to  wbtns 


conlioae  in  force  ai 


ict,  entitled  'An  act  lo  sOf 


pend,  in  part,  the  aet,  entitled  'An  act  regnlatior 
foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposea,"  reportM 
their  agreement  to  the  same  with  several  anwsd- 
raenis;  which  were  seTetally  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  Hoase. 
The  House  agahtieaotreditaelf  into  «  CoDBitl* 
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tee  of  tbe  Whole,  oa  tbe  bill  lurtlicr  (a  alter  and 
esubliah  certain  pott  roads.  Tbe  bill  wasrepotl- 
td  witb  several  amendnieDla  (b^reio ;  whicb  irere 
•cverally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  bjr  the  Hoase. 

A  mpuace  fjom  the  Seaaie  iafornied  ibe  House 
tkat  ibe  Senate  have  paned  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  tbe  relief  of  Gilbert  C.  Ruraetl ;"  to  which 
ther  desire  the  concurrenee  of  this  House. 

TheBpEAKBa  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
frora  the  Secretary  of  the  TfeasnTf,  traasmiitiog 
a  EDpptementarr  list  of  bills  drawn  by  the  Minis- 
ter FleDipoientiary  of  the  United  States  at  Paris, 
fbi^taiiDs  embraced  br  tbe  coQTentiaa  with  the 
Preoch  Republic  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one 
tbouuod  eight  baodred  and  three,  which  nave 
been  presented  at  tbe  Treasurr,  and  not  iaclvded 
In  the  list  transmitted  o*^  tbe  twentieth  ultimo; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  oa  tbe  tabU. 

Mr.  MaTTVBw  Clav,  iiogx  the  Commiitefl  on 
Public  Lagds,  preaeoLed  a  bill  in  addition  to  an 
act,  rnliLJed  "Ad  aei  regulating  the  grants  of  laod, 
and  providing  foi  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tenoasse«i" 
wbicb  was  twice  read,  and  commilied  to  a  Cam- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  aext. 

Aa  engrossed  bill  to  amend  tbeaci,  entitled  "An 
iM;t  to  divide  ibe  Indiana  Territory  into  two  sep- 
arate gov#rnmeDtB,  and  for  other  parposea,"  was 
lead  toe  ihiid  tinu.  sad  passed. 

An  eogroased  bill  makine  appropriations  for 
Hit  support  of  tbe  Military  ^lablishniaDi  of  the 
United  Sutes,  for  tbe  year  one  thousand  eight 
faundred  and  six,  was  read  tbe  third  time.  When 
iba  bill  was  recbmniitied  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  immedlaiely.  Tbe  bill  was  report- 
ed with  aa  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engroas- 
«d,  and  lead  tbe  third  time  lo^ay,  whi^h  was 

Mr.  Tabnum  observed,  that  a  report  on  a  new 
■organization  of  ibe  mililia  had  been  made  at  an 
early  period  of  the  session,  of  a  negative  kind; 
(bat  a  bill  bad  been  subsequently  aicted  upon  in 
(he  House  in   some    mea:iure    implicatiag  the 

Eoints  lakea  in  tbe  report  i  and  that  afterwarda  a 
ill  ou  the  subject  had  been  brougbt  before  the 
Senate,  which  induced  him  to  uispend  ealtiag  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  report.  That  biH 
had  been  negatived.  His  object  in  rising  was  to 
State  that,  as  the  report  was  of  a  oegalive  charac- 
ter, he  should  Dot  ibiak  of  calliag  it  up,  oolesa  it 
wa»  the  wish  of  geatlewen  that  it  ihouM  be  dia- 
«vssed. 

Mr.  J.  C.  SxiTB,  from  liM  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  that  it  would  be  ezpedieat  to  agree  to 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  (he 
bill  making  proviiiou  for  persons  disabled  by 
known  wount^  received  during  (he  Revolutionary 
War. 

Mr.  Blacklbdgg  moved  a  postponement  of  the 
consideration  of  tbe  bill  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Davii>  R.  Williams  moved  an  indeSnite 
postponement. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  John  C. 
Smith,  J.  Clat,  Leib,  VABKtiM,  Banuisfin,  and 
Tam  Coxti^hdt. 

Ur.  Daviff  E.  Williams  withdraw  bis  moUoD, 


whan  it  was  agreed  that  the  bill  ahoald  lieoB  the 


Fbidat,  April  4. 

Mr.  JOBii  Randolph,  from  the  cominitiM  M,f- 
pointed  OB  the  second  iostaat,  presented  a  bill  to 
prohibit  officers  of  the  Army  aadNavvCrois  hold- 
ing or  ezereisiag  any  civil  offiee ;  which  waa  tui 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tha 
Whole  tomorrow. 

Mr.  Cbowhinbbield  from  tbe  Gommi|te«  of 
Commeroe  and  MaDnfaeiurM,  piesenied  a  blU 
laying  a  dnty  os copper,  therein  dasarihed  ;  which 
WBS  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committer 
of  the  Whale  on  Monday  next 

Mr.  Dawbon.  ffom  the  eommittee  appoiaiad  m 
(be  fourth  of  December  last,  to  wholn  was  reftned 
a  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  twrniy-iiittih 
ultimo,  presented  a  bill  conaernins  the  fnrther 
safeguard  of  merchant  vessels  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  United  Sutes;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  whole  House 
on  Monday  tiext. 

Mr.  Dawbon,  from  tbe  ecmmittee  appointed  oa 
(he  fonrth  of  December  last,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red, on  the  Lhiriy-first  of  the  same  month,  a  reso- 
Iniion  to  inquire  whether  it  is  expedient  to  provide, 
by  lav,  for  fitting  and  preparing  —  aavy  yarda, 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  on  or  near  the 
shores  01  the  Atlantic  ocean,  fiar  the  reception  of 
ships  and  vessels  of  war  at  the  United  Statea, 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read  aad  co»> 
sidcred :  Whereupon^ 

Jittaleedj  That  it  is  not  necessary  to  make  aDf 
farther  legislative  provision  on  this  subject 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Leib, 

Raolved,  That  a  eommittee  b«  appointed  to 
confer  with  a  eommittee  of  tha  Senate,  shonU 
the  Senate  think  proper  to  appoint  sUch  commit 
't«e,  on  the  time  that  the  two  Housaa  of  Ooagreas 
ought  to  adjonrn. 

Ordendt  That  Mr.  Lna,  Mr.  Clamc,  and  iHt, 
TaitHBr,  be  appointed  a  comnnittae,  pnraoant  to 
the  said  resolution,  on  the  part  of  this  Honse. 

T.hfl  bill  sent  from  tbe  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Qilbart  C.  Russell,"  waa  twice 
read,  and  cotomitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  vhole 
House  on  Monday  next. 

An  engroased  bill  further  to  aber  and  eatablish 
certain  post  roads,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  tbe  act  fbt 
the  payment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  00  the  Qavernment  of  France,  was  read 
the  third  time, and  passed. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  OD  the  bill  for  erecting  certain  tight- 
houses  In  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  for 
building  a  beacon  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  in  tjia 
Siate  of  Connecticut,  Tbe  bill  was  reported 
with  several  amendments  thereto;  which  ware 
severally  twice  read,  and  asreed  to  by  the  Houst> 

Ordered,  That  th«  said  biH,  together  with  (itf 
amendmeaiB,  be  engwaaed,  nod  aad  tha  tltiid 
linie  to-day. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Jobn  C.  Smith,  that  thi 
House  do  come  to  (he  folloiriiig  resoluiJOD  : 

Bavbxd,  That  the  Secretiiy  far  the  Depirtment  of 
Wu  be,  and  br  herebj  ia,  directed  to  [viKtire  frimi  the 
MTvral  StaCei,  and  preaenl  to  this  Houm,  at  their  next 
■eaaion,  a  Hat  of  inTalid  peoNoiien  who  have  been 
placed  on  the  peniion  tiit  of  the  raipeclive  Statea,  in 
eonaequence  of  known  wound*  received  in  the  aelnal 
■ervice  of  the  United  Btatea,  daring  the  Revolutionaij 
mrwidiOreatBritun;  notmg  paMicuUrl?,  aa  far  as  ibe 
aame  ma;  be  practicable,  whether  inch  pennonera  aerr- 
«d  in  the  militia  or  in  the  line  of  the  regular  army  ; 
and,  alao,  the  montlUy  auto  allowed  to  each  pennoner. 

Ordered,  Thkt  the  Mid  motioa  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

Ad  engrosited  bill  for  ereclliif  ceTtain  light- 
hoases  io  the  State  of  Mcaaachuwits^and  forbaild- 
ing  ft  beacon  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  in  the  State  of 
Conncctiout,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Jle*olved,  That  the  said  hill  do  pan,  and  that 
tfae  title  be  ''Ad  act  for  erecting  cEriaio  tight- 
bouses  in  the  Stale  of  MRssacbusetts  ;  for  build- 
ing a  beacon  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  in  the  State  of 
CoDDeciicut;  and  for  fixing  baovs  in  Pamlico 
aoand,  Id  the  Stale  of  North  CarolinH." 

Mr.  J.  R&HDOLPH  said,  he  rose  merely  to  notiff 
tbe  Home  that  be  should,  to-morrow,  make  a  mo- 
tion in  relaiion  lo  the  Journal  of  the  secret  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Hotise.  On  Saturday,  he  believed, 
ibe  House  had  directed  the  injunction  of  secrecy 
to  be  taken  off,  and  the  Jottrnal  of  their  proceed- 
inga  to  be  printed.  In  ■  few  days  after,  Uiey  saw 
aomething  like  it  in  a  newspajier.  To-day,  for 
tbe  first  lime,  they  found  the  official  Jotirual  laid 
on  tbetr  tables.  Last  aessioo,  they  had  heard  a 
flourish  about  economy  in  tbe  prmtinff  of  the 
House;  and  this sessioit, several  tfayshaa  elap«ed 
before  a  small  pamplilet  was  prinied ;  and,  he 
vould  abaerve  that,  DOtwitbsIandiDg  Che  priniing 
bad  been  let  out  to  the  lowest  bidder,  he  found 
tfae  same  sum  appropriated  this  year.-  He  said 
he  should,  to-morrow,  make  a  motioa  relative  to 
the  secret  Journal.  When  tbe  injunction  of  se- 
crecy was  taken  ofi;  it  was,  he  understood,  to  en- 
able the  good  people  of  the  United  States  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  proceediogs  of  this 
House.  He  was,  however,  convinced,  that  very 
few  people  would,  from  its  penual,  know  any- 
thing about  them. 

BEVOLimONARY  PENSIONERS.    , 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  aroead- 
Dienl  proposed  by  the  Seuale  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  in  addition  lo  'An  act  to  makeproviMon 
for  persons  that  have  been  disabled  hj  known 
wounds  received  io  the  actual  service  oflhe  Uoi- 
ted  Slates,  during  the  Revolutionary  war."  And 
the  said  amendmeiit  being  again  twjce  read  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

'■After  the  word  'that,'  in  'the  aeccnd  line  oflhe 
trat  aection,  strike  oat  the  reeidue  of  the  bill,  and  in- 
•ett  in  lieu  thereof,  the  roUowing : 

"Any  commisaioaeJ  or  non-comtDtaaioned  officer, 
Bineician,  soldier,  marine,  or  seaman,  diaabled  in  the 
aetDiJ  aervice  af  the  United  Statea,  while  in  the  line  of 
bis  dQ^,by  known  wounda  received  during  the  Revo. 
iotMoarj  war,  anil  who  did  not  desert  the  service ; 


.a^V^J, 


of  diaabilitj  a 

)k  a  diacfasrge  i  or  wrfao.  afier  ia- 
;urring  diaability  aa  aforesaid,  waa  taken  captive  bv  (he 
enemy,  and  remained  either  in  captivity  or  on  panil^ 
ontil  the  eloae  of  aaid  ReiatntiaDarT  ararj  orwbD.iB 
eonaeqaence  of  known  wounds,  received  •■  mSat^i, 
haa  at  any  period  since  become  and  ooDdnoed  diaatM 
in  each  manner  as  to  render  him  aaaUe  to  wocme  a 
BUbaUtence  by  manosl  labor ;  whether  aval  cAcn, 
mnaidan,  Boldin,  marine,  or  aeaman,  Berred  as  av^ 
uoteer,  in  any  proper  lervioe  against  the  coauDon  sk- 
my,  or  belonged  to  a  detachment  of  the  militia,  whick 
served  against  the  common  enetny,  or  to  the  n^lar 
forces  of  the  United  Slates,  or  of  any  paiticailv  Stale; 
he  shall,  upon  snbstantisting  his  claim  in  tbe  Baaner 
hereinafter  deaeribed,  be  placed  on  tha  penoon  GA  of 
the  United  Stales,  during  life,  or  the  conliiuiance  (f 
snch  disabihty,  and  be  entitled,  onder  the  r^ttMow 
hereinafter  mentioned,  lo  receive  each  aum  aa  Aall  be 
found  jnal  and  proper,  by  the  leatiinonT'addBced. 

«  Sec.  S.  And  be  it  further  atadtd.  That,  b  tab- 
■tantiaCing  audi  claun,  the  following  rule*  and  ngiia- 
tions  shall  be  comphed  with,  that  ia  lo  aey :  Ail  ni- 
dence  shall  be  taken  on  oa^  or  affirmetioB,  bcbn  the 
Judge  of  the  District,  or  one  of  the  Jodgea  oTtbe  Ter< 
lilory,  in  which  such  claimant  reodea,  or  beJwe  snaa 
peraon  spectally  authorized  by  i  iiiiiiiiiMiiwi  baia  said 
Judge. 

"Dsciaive  diaability,  tbe  eflect  of  a  known  womidcr 
wonnda  received  while  in  the  actaal  auiiiA,  and  lina 
of  da^  against  the  common  enemy,  darng  the  Bevolii- 
tioDary  war,  must  be  proved  by  the  alUavit  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  corps,  n 
ahip,  vessel,  or  crafl,  in  which  aaid  daim 
of  two  other  credible  witnessea  to  the  ai 
ting  forth  the  time  when,  and  phioe  where,  and)  knewa 
wound  or  wounds  were  received,  and  particnlarly  d» 
scribing  the  same. 

"  The  nature  of  mch  disability,  and  in  vHial  dtgrta 
it  preventa  the  claimant  from  obtoining  hia  ssbaalence, 
must  be  proved  by  the  affidavit  of  aome  rcpotabic  phy- 
sician or  anrgeon,  atating  his  opinion,  eiOei  ftDm  Us 
own  knowledge  and  acquaintance  with  tbe  daimani,  or 
from  an  examination  of  each  clainiant  on  oath  or  tt- 
Gnnation ;  which,  when  necessary  far  that  purpoae, 
shall  he  administered  to  aaid  daimant  by  aaid  Jodge  n 
Commissioner.  And  the  said  pbysidaD  or  snrgeon.in 
hia  affidavit,  shall  psrticulariy  deaorflw  the  woand  or 
wounda  from  whence  tbe  disability  appears  Id  be  de- 

"  Every  claimant  moat  prove,  bf  at  least  me  credi- 
ble wiUeas,  that  he  continued  in  service  ihrnng  tbe 
whole  tim«  lor  which  be  was  delated,  or  for  wb^  he 
engaged,  unless  he  waa  discharged,  ei  left  the  eerricein 
consequence  af  acme  derangeiueiit  of  the  army,  or  is 
eonaequence  of  bis  disability  resigned  his  conmiisstaD, 
or  was,  after  his  diaability,  in  eaptivi^  ov  on  panite, 
uolil  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  And  in  the 
same  manner  must  prove  hia  mode  of  life  anil  cmpkiy- 
ment  aince  he  left  the  service,  and  the  place  or  places 
where  he  hss  aince  reaided.  and  hia  place  of  icaidettce 
at  the  time  of  taking  such  testimiMiy. 

"  Evety  claimant  shall,  by  his  affidavit,  give  sa(isb«- 
tory  reasons  why  he  did  not  make  application  lor  a 
pension  before,  and  that  he  is  not  on  the  pension  lid  of 
any  State;  and  the  Jndge  or  Commiarioner  ahaU or- 
tify,  in  writing,  his  opinion  of  the  credibility  of  Areit- 
nesaea,  whose  affidavits  he  shall  take,  in  all  thoecun 
whereby  thia  act  ilia  aaid  the  proof  ahall  beaiA^ 
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>  credible  witncw  oi  witncMsa ;  md  alio  that  th« 
uuining  pbjneiaii  or  aargeou  w  repalible  in  bis  pro- 

■•  Skc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thtt  the  Mud 
fudge  of  the  Dutrict,  or  perton  b;  biio  commiinaDed 
18  aforeitaid,  ihalt  tranimit  a  list  of  nich  clucos,  ao- 


ng  particularij  the  day  on  whicb  the  teatimon;  waa 
cloaed  before  him,  to  the  Secretarj  for  the  Department 
of  War,  that  the  aame  maj  be  compared  with  muater- 
roUo,  OT  other  daciunenta  in  hi*  office :  and  the  laid 
Secretary  aball  make  a  atatement  of  all  anch  eaaea,  which, 
logetbeT  with  all  the  teatimoDj,  he  ^all  Irom  time  to 
time  tranamit  to  Congreaa,  with  each  remaiti  aa  he 
may  think  proper,  that  Congreaa  maj  be  eoaUed  to 

S'ace  Huch  claimanla  on  the  peniionf  liat  aa  ahall  be 
und  entitled  to  the  priTitege.  And  it  ehall  be  the  dat^ 
of  the  Judge  or  Commiiaioner,  afbieeaid,  to  pennit 
each  claimant  to  take  a  tranacript  of  the  evidence  and 
proceedings  had  reapecting  hia  daim,  if  he  ehall  detire 
It,  and  to  certify  the  aame  to  be  conecl. 

'•  Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  etiaded.  That 
penaton,  or  inereaae  thereof,  bj  virtue  of  thie  act, 
commence  on  the  da;  when  the  claimant  ihall  have 
completed  hia  teatimon;  belbre  the  autbaiity  proper  to 
take  the  mme. 

"8ac.fi.  And  be  U  further  tnaeied,Tb»Xaii\ncntM 
of  pension  may  be  allowed  to  peraona,  already  placed 
upon  the  penaion  liat  of  the  United  Statea  for  diaabili- 
tiea  cauaod  b;  known  woandi  received  dniinEthe  Rev- 
otationary  war,  in  all  caaea  where  juatice  ahall  reqnire 
the  aune  :  Provided,  That  the  inereaae,  when  added 
to  the  pennon  formerly  received,  aball  in  no  caae  ex- 
ceed m  full  penaion. 

"  Every  uiralid  making  application  for  thb  porpoae, 
ahall  be  examined  by  two  reputable  phjaiciana  or  aut- 
geona,  to  be  anthoriiad  by  commiaaion  &om  the  Judge 
of  the  District  where  luch  invalid  reaidea ;  who  ahall 
report,  in  writing,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  their  opinion 
of  the  nature  of  the  applicanl'a  diaabilitj,  and  in  tvhat 
degree  it  prevents  him  from  obtaining  a  lubnatenceby 
manual  labor ;  which  report  ahall  be  tranamitted,  by 
aaid  pbysicdana  or  aurgeona,  to  the  Secretary  for  the 
Department  of  War,  who  ahatl  compare  the  same  wi^ 
the  documents  in  bia  office,  and  ahall  make  a  state- 
ment of  all  such  cases,  which,  together  with  Che  origi- 
nal report,  he  shall  from  time  to  time  transmit  to  Con- 
greae,  with  auch  remarks  as  he  may  think  proper,  that 
they  maybe  euabted  to  da  justice  to  auch  penaionera. 

"  Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  full 
pension  given  by  this  act  to  a  commissioned  officer, 
shall  be  one-half  of  the  monthly  pay  legally  allowed,  at 
the  time  of  incurring  aaid  diaabilily,  t»  hu  grade  in  the 
forces  raited  by  the  United  States  ;  and  the  proportions 
less  than  a  fnll  nension,  ahall  be  tlie  correspondent  pro- 
portions of  aaid  naif-pay  ;  and  a  full  pension  to  a  non- 
commiaaioned  officer,  mnsieian,  aoldter,  marine,  or  sea- 
man, ahaJl  be  five  dollan  a  month,  and  the  proportions 
len  than  a  full  pension,  ahall  be  the  like  proportions  of 
five  dollars  a  month  ;  but  no  pension  of  a  commiasion- 
ed  officer  ahall  be  calculated  at  a  higher  rate  than  the 
half-pay  of  a  lieutenant  coloneL 

"  Sac.  7.  And  be  it  further  enaetsi,  That  the  pen- 
nons, or  inereaae  thereof,  which  may  be  allowed  by 
this  act,  shall  be  paid  in  the  aame  manner  as  penaiona 
to  invalids,  who  have  been  heretofore  placed  on  the 
penaion  list,  are  now  paid,  and  under  sucb  reatrictiona 
1  aU  p 


and  regnlatioiia,  in 

law. 


1  raapacts,  as  are  prescribed  by 


"Sic.  8.  And  be  it  further  macled,' TUaX,  hoiaaaA 
after  the  paasage  of  thia  act,  no  sale,  transfer,  or  mort- 
gage of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  penaion,  payable 
to  any  non-commiaatooed  officer,  muaicisn,  aoldier,  ma> 
line,  or  aeaman,  belbre  the  same  becomes  due,  shall  be 
valid.  And  every  person  claiming  auch  penaion,  or  any 
part  thereof,  under  power  of  attorney  or  aubatitntion, 
shall,  before  the  aame  ia  paid,  make  oath  or  affirmation^ 
before  some  magistrate  legally  authorized  to  take  tit* 
aame,  a  copy  of  which,  attested  by  aaid  magistrate, 
shall  be  lodged  with  the  penon  who  pays  aaid  peni- 
■ion,  that  aneh  power  or  aubstitution  is  not  given 
by  reason  of  any  transfer  of  such  penaion,  or  part 
thereof.  And  any  perMn  who  shall  swear  or  affirm 
fttaely  in  the  premises,  and  be  thereof  convicted,  ahaD 
auSer  aa  for  wilfiil  and  corrupt  peijury. 

"  Sac.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  lawa 
of  the  United  Statea  heretofore  paaed,  ao  far  aa  tfaej 
autboriie  peraona  to  be  placed  on  the  penaioo  list  of  the 
United  Slates,  for,  and  in  consideration  of,  diarintitiei 
derived  from  known  wounds  received  in  the  Revidn- 
tionary  war.  ahall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  repealed: 
Proeided,  That  nothing  In  tbia  repeatigg  elanae  ahaD 
injure,  or  in  any  way  affiict  those  peraona  already  npon 
the  pension  liat  of  the  United  Btataa;  and  that  the  Beo- 
retary  for  the  Department  of  War  riiall  proceed  upon 
the  teatimouy  which  has  been  IranamiUed  to  him  by 
any  claimant  before  the  passage  of  this  act,  in  the  same 
manner  aa  though  this  act  had  never  passed. 

"  Sic.  id.  And  be  it  further  enaxied.  That  this  ao^ 
ao  far  aa  it  authoriiea  the  admisaion  of  persons  upon  the 
penaion  liat  of  the  United  Btatee,  ahall  remain  in  force 
fbr  and  during  the  apace  of  aii  yeara  from  the  passage 
diereof,  and  no  longer:  Frmiided,  That  this  limiiatioii 
shell  not  aBect  or  impair  Uie  right  of  any  invalid,  who 
may  have  completed  his  testimony,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  thia  act,  before  this  limitation  commencea 
ita  operation  ;  but  which  has  not  been  transmitted  fo 
the  Secretary  fi>r  the  Department  of  War." 

Mr,  Albtok  moTed  to  recominic  this  bill  to 
the  Commiilee  of  the  whole  House. 

Thia  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Alston, 

T.  MOOHB,    D.  R.  WlLUAHS,    and    Bl.ACKLEDaE, 

and  opposed  by  Measra.  J.  C.  Shitb,  J.  Clay,  R. 
Nelboh,  and  Van  Cortlandtj  and  was  disa- 
greed 10 — yeas  26. 

Mr.  Blackledgb  moved  to  amend  the  ameo^ 
meats  of  the  Senate,  so  as  to  provide  for  [h« 
piscine  od  the  pension  list  of  the  United  Statea 
all  auch  wounded  or  disabled  persona  aa  havebeint 
placed  on  the  peasion  lists  of  the  States  for  wounds 
or  disabilities  received  during^  the  Revolatiouary 
war,  on  adducing  a  prescribed  proof. 

Messrs.  Blacklgdob,  BLonriT,  Clare,  and 
GREoa,  supDorled,  and  Messrs.  J.  C.  Smith,  Bbd- 
iNOEH,  R.  Nel80n,  Varhdm,  SouTHARn,  Bin- 
WBLL,and  SLOAHjOppoaed  thia  amendment;  whick 


already  provided  for  by  some  States,  as  tboae  not 
provided  for  by  other  Sialea. 

The  opponenta  of  the  amendment  did  not  deny 
the  Justice  of  such  a  provision,  butcontended  thai 
it  would  not  probably  receive  the  approbation  of 
the  Senate,  and  thai  it  waa  impracticable  to  maka 
it  wJthoutgoing  into  minute  details,  forbidden  by 
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the  advanced  kIb^  of  the  session,  and  recom- 
meaded  ihai  it  should  be  made  the  subject  of  a 
distinct  bill  at  a  future  session. 
'  The  question  was  then  laken  on  agreeing  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  and  passed  in  the 
«ffifmaiiTe— feas  98,  oap  15,  as  follows: 

Yeai — Isaac  Andeison,  David  Bud,  Jossph  Barket, 

Surwell  Buiett,  George  M.  Bedjngsi,  Bilas  Betton, 
■nutbu  BidweU,  WUliaio  BlacUedge,  Jolm  Bloke, 
junior.  Robert  Biowo,  Williun  Butler,  George  W. 
Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Martin  Cbiltcnden,  John 
Claibome.  Joseph  Clay,  Maitbew  Clay,  John  Clopton, 
Fredenck  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Cronnbahield, 
Kicbard  Cutta,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darbj,  John 
JHtenport,  jun.,  John  Dawwn,  Willtam  DickMn,  Peter 
Earlj,  James  Elhot,  Caleb  Bltia,  William  El;,  John  W. 
Xppea,  William  Findlev,  Jamei  Fiak,  James  M.  G«r- 
Bett,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Greea.  Bilai  Hake;, 
itItM  Htruilton,  SeA  Hasting*,  David  Holmes,  David 
HoOfh,  James  Kelly,  Jidin  Lambert,  Michael  L«ib, 
Joaepb  Lewi*,  jun.,  Matthew  Ii;oii,  Patrick  Magnider, 
joaMi  Mastos,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Jolm  Morrow,  Jonathui  O.  Mosely,  Jereiolah  Netaon. 
Bogvr  Nek0D,aiiI«on  Olio,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jan.,  John 


ods,  John  RnseeD,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomss  Sammona, 
Sfhomaa  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Sdiunemao,  Ebeneaer 
Seaver,  James  Sloan, John  Smilie,  John  0.  Braith,  John 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thoma*  Spalding,  Richard 
Stanfiwd,  Joaeph  Slaotoa,  William  St^lman,  Lewia  B. 
Stnnea,  Samoa)  Tugart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  8am- 
ael  Tenney,  David  Thomaa,  Philip  R.  Thompaon,  Uri 
IWy.PhmpVan  Cortlandt,  KiUian  K.  Van  Raiwae- 
ber,  Joaaph  fi-  Vamnm,  Paleg  Wadswortli,  John 
.WhitehiU,  Robert  WhitdiiU,  Eliphalel  Wickea,  Mar- 
oadoke  WiUiama,  Na&an  WiUiama,  Alexander  Wil- 
ton, Richard  Winn,  and  Joaeph  Winston. 

— Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Thom- 


Dnncan  MacFarland,  Robert  Marion,  Thomas  Moore, 
John  Randolph,  Abram  Trigg,  and  David  R.  Wiliiama. 

SaTOSDAT,  April  5. 

Mr.  Oreoo,  fronn  the  Committee  on  tha  FuUi 
Land*,  who  were  instructed,  bf  a  resolution  ( 
tbaHouse,  of  the  twcniy-tixth  ultimo,  "10  inquii 
into  the  expedienby  of  repealing  all  such  parts  of 
theieTerel  acta  proridiogfor  the  sale  of  the  landi 
of  the  United  States,  as  authorize  a  credit  on  an) 
part  of  the  purchase  money  of  said  lands,"  made 
ft  report  thereon  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Thursday 
next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  cODsidef  the  amend- 
menta  proposed  br  ibe  Senate  to  the  hilt,  entitled 
'^An  act  to  coatinoe  in  force  an  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  mw 
land  warrants,  and  for  other  purposes:"  Where- 
anon  the  said  amendments,  together  with  the 
bill,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
I^nda. 

A  meaaage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  reneal  so  much  of  aoy  act,  or  acts,  as  au- 
thorize the  receiptor  evidences  of  the  public  debt, 


in  payment  for  lands  of  the  Unired  States,  aid 
for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  ptiUie^rbL* 
with  several  amendments  ;  to  which  '  tfaey  dn/re 
the  coQcnrrenceof  this  House.  The  Senaltkre 
also  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  coaKLac 
in  force  an  act.  eotitled  An  act  to  sutboriie ilie 
Secretary  of  War  to  issue  land  warrants,  and  (c; 
other  purposes,"  with  several  ameDdments;  'j 
which  ihey  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  How*. 

Mr.  Greoo,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pulue 
Lands,  presented  a  bill  respectinff  the  elaimi  ic 
land  in  the  Indiana  Territory  and  State  of  Obio; 
which  was  read  twice  and  commiitpd  to  a  Cnn- 
millee  of  the  whole  House  on  Ttaurajay  oBtt. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  ihe  amead 
ments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  eatiiM 
"An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  aojr  act,  or  actus 
authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  pablic 
debt  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United  Swts. 
and  for  other  parpMet  relative  to  the  paUieMi:" 
Whereupon,  tne  said  amendments,  n^tbcrwiih 
the  bill,  were  referred  to  the  Coinmitlee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

PAT  OF  WITNE88B88. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commitue  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  making 
provision  for  the  compensaiioa  of  wttneaacs  wlw 
attended  on  the  trial  of  Samuel  Chaser 

The  Chairman  stated  that  the  amendment,  qb- 
der  consideration  at  the  time  this  bill  was  befbn 
the  committee,  was  to  insert  in  the  Knt  aectioo 
"on  the  part  of  the  United  States" — Umiting  ^ 
provision  to  the  payment  of  witnesaea  on  the  pait 
trf'the  United  States. 

On  this  amendnient,  the  Committee  divided- 
yeas '59  nays  36. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  C.  SMrra,  a  new  section 
was  introduced  providing  for  the  payment  of  anf 
expences  incurred  by  order  of  the  managers. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  with 
these  amendmeQts.  The  House  immediately  toiA 
up  the  report. 

On  concurring  with  the  Committee  in  thcii 
agreement  to  the  amendment  restricting  the  pro- 
vision to  the  payment  of  the  witnesses  sammoned 
"  OD  the  part  of  the  United  States,"  the  feas  and 
nays  were  taken,  after  a  few  remarks  made  by 
Mr.  M.  WiLLiavB  aninsi  the  amendment,  and 
were — yeas  51,  nays  &1,  as  foUowJ: 

Yiis — Isaac  Anderson,  Joank  Baikei,  Bnrwd 
.  BasaMt,  George*  M.  Bedinger,  Vilbam  BtaeUedgc, 
John  Blake,  junior,  Robert  Brown,  WQU^  Bntltr, 
Levi  Casey,  John  Cbandler,  Matdiew  Clay,  Leonard 
'  Covington.  Gliaa  Gaile,  Ebencaer  Bbner,  Joha  W. 
Eppea,  WilUam  Findley,  Jiuaea  M.  Qantatt,  Sdwin 
Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  laaial)  L.  Green,  Bflaa  Halary, 
John  Hamilton,  David  Bolmea,  Thomaa  Keaian,  Jolm 
T.ambart,  Michael  Leib,  Patrick  Magruder,  Joaiah  Mas- 
lara,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Monow,  J<riu  Morroir, 
'  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pngh,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
J^m  Bhea.orTenDeeaee,  Jacnb  Richards,  Ttunnas  Sua- 
mona,  Thomas  Sandfonl,  James  Sloan,  Joha  Sadci 
Samnet  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Staaiiid, 
Philip  R.  Thompaon,  Abiain  Trigg,  Joaeph  B.  TsFsnm, 
Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  WiUJama,  Alexander  Wil- 
Bon,  Rkhard  Wian,  and  Jas^  Wiuaton. 
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NiTB— Willis  Aiiton,  junior,  David  Barf,  Sil>£  Bet- 
ton,  TboniH  Blount,  Martin  Chittenden,  JabD  Clai- 
borne, Chriatopher  Clark,  Jotm  Clapton,  Orchard  Cook, 
JacobCrowninshield,  Richard  Cutt8,JoIui  Davenport,  jr. 
Witlism  Uickaon,  Pelar  Garlj  lamea  Elliot,  Caleb 
EUia,  William  Ely,  Jamei  Fiik,  Peterson  Gondwyn, 
Setfa  Hastings,  David  UouKh,  John  0.  Jackaon,  Wal- 
ler Jonea,  James  Kelly,  Jocepb  Lenia,  junior,  Duncan 
McFailand,  Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nich- 
olas R.  Moors,  Jonathan  O.  Hosely,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
S.nioT,  Joaiah  Qaincy,  Thomas  M.  Sandojph,  John 
asselli  Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebene- 
ser  Seaver,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  William 
Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart, '  Benja- 
min Talimadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas, 
ThomM  W.  Tbompaon,  Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van  Uort- 
landt,  KillUn  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Peleg  Wadaworth, 
John  Whitehilt,  Blipbalet  Wickea,  Mannaduke  Wil- 
tiama,  and  Nathan  Williams. 

Tbe  House  then  concurred  in  the  second 
nmeadmeDt,  when  ibe  bill  was  ordered  to  a  tbiid 
reading  on  Monday — yeas  62. 

IMPORTS  AND  TONNAGE. 
The  House  resolved  itaelf  iolo  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend,  in  the  cases  there- 
in mentioned,  the  "Act  to  regulate  the  collection 
of  daties  on  imports  and  toDnage." 

This  bill  establishes  tbe  totra  or  landing  pUce 
of  Darien  into  a  port  of  deliTery  ;  and  contains 
the  following  provision  in  tbe  Ibird  section,  viz : 
*•  Thai  so  much  of  the  18th  section  of  the  "  act  to 
regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imjforts  |nd 
tonnage,"  as  relates  tolheeniry  of  ships  or  veasela 
arriving  from  tbe  Cape  of  Qood  Hope,  or  from 
any  place  beyond  tbe  same;  and  so  much  of  the 
77ih  section  of  said  act  as  restricts  the  allowance 
of  drawback  to  goodsj  wares,  and  merefaaadise, 
exported  from  tbedislnctt  of  original  importation, 
or  from  those  porta  at  which  TesseU  frooi  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  or  any  place  bejrond  the 
same,  are  permitted  to  make  entry,  shall  be,  and 
hereby  are  repealed." 

The  effect  of  the  first  part  of  this  provision 
would  be  to  admit  to  entry  reaseb  from  or  be- 
yoad  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope  at  any  port  of  entry 
10  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Clxbe.  mored  to  strike  out  tbe  section. 
On  this  motion  a  debate  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  Clare,  Ely,  D.  R.  Williaub,  J,  C. 
SiiiTB,  &DINCT,  and  Dana,  supported,  and  Mr. 
CBowHiifaBiBLn  opposed  the 'motion. 

The  quesiioQ  was  first  taken  on  striking 
the  residue  of  the  section,  which  prevailed  without 
a  division. 

Mr.  QtriNCT  moved  a  new  section,  for  making 
PlymoDtb,  in  Massacbngeits,Hpori  of  entry  for  ves- 
sels from  or  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which 
was  disagreed  to — yeas  7. 

Mr.  Blodnt  offered  a  new  section  for  erecting 
a  district  to  be  called  the  district  of  Ocracoke,  io 
North  Carolina,  into  a  port  of  entry,  which  was 
agreed  lo :  when  the  Committee  rose  and  report- 
ed the  bill. 


SPANISH  AFFAIRS. 
'.  J.  Randolph. — I  rise  to  execute  the  pur- 
pose which  I  iniimated  yevterdey.  On  the  first 
ige  of  this  Journal  (holdlDg  in  his  hand  the 
lurnal  of  (he  secret  proceedlogs  of  the  Honse) 
I  find  it  stated  that  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  a  letter  and  commuuicaiion  from  the  Pres- 
ident of  (be  United  Slates,  which  were  read;  thai 
tfaey  were  referred  lo  a  select  committee,  and  1 
find  that  then  follows  the  report  of  iliai  commit* 
tee,  without  any  notice  of  (be  Message  of  the 
President  on  which  it  was  grounded.  Tbis  [  take 
to  be  a  departure  (ram  the  regular  system  of  keep- 
ing the  Journal,  because  I  perceive  in  other  parta 
of  It  messages,  too  ugh  of  a  private  nature,  a  ccom- 
panyiog  other  cammuoicaiioos,  inserted.  I  deem 
It  not  less  important  to  the  character  of  those  who 
compose  the  select  committee,  of  which  I  bad  the 
honor  to  be  one,  than  to  the  character  of  the  Qot- 
ernmeoi  of  the  United  States,  (hat  a  foil  and  fail 
view  should  be  given  to  the  public  of  the  coadnoi 
of  the  Qoveroment  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  ibe 
Legislature  on  (he  o[her.  I  beg  pardon  for  mlxtg 
the  term  '^government ;"  by  government  I  meant 
(he  Executive  department.  I  shall  feel  it  incnitt- 
bent  on  me,  io  order  to  impress  on  the  House  tbe 
sense  i  entertain  of  the  impDr(ance  of  ibis  rBO- 
tioD,  to  enter  into  some  little  history  ol  the  tran> 
sactions  which  have  taken  place  witli  closed  doora, 
in  which,  though  1  may  not  uoder(ake  (o  say  what 
(he  Message  of  tbe  Preaideo(  CDn(ains,  [  shall  feel 
myself  at  liberiy,  according  (o  tbe  course  pnrsned 
here,  to  say  what  it  does  not  contain. 

It  is  true  that,  on  tbe  6ib  of  December,  that  Mes- 
sage was  referred  to  a  select  committee.  That 
committee  met,  and  one  of  the  members,  a  gen(l»- 
man  from  Mauacbusetts,  whom  I  do  not  now  see 
in  his  place,  as  soon  as  the  committee  met,  pro- 
posed  Inat  they  should  feconunend  to  the  Honae 
the  making  en  appropriation  of  money  to  enable 
the  Executive  to  negotiate  abroad.  I  understood, 
thoueh  it  may  not  nave  been  so  expressed,  that 
the  object  was  (be  purchase  of  the  Floridas.  There 
was  a  great  variety  of  sentiment  in  the  commit- 
tee, and  other  geotlemen  of  the  commlKee,  of 
whom  I  was  one.  objected,  that  in  the  confidenti«l 
Message  of  (he  President,  there  was  not  a  sylla- 
ble about  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas,  or  an  ap- 
propriation of  money  for  forei^  negotiation,  that 
(here  was  not  a  word  in  i(  lo  induce  us  to  believe 
that  Spain  was  williiig  to  make  the  sale  or  to 
come  to  an  amicable  adjustment  of  difference  with 
us;  but  (hat,  on  (be  contrary,  a  direct  and  oppo- 
site inference  could  only  be  drawn  from  its  con- 
On  coming  to  (own,  and  conversing  with  gen- 
tlemen of  (his  House,  I  was  apprized  of  the  exist- 
ence of  a  project  for  (he  purchase  of  the  Floridas 
from  Spain ;  and  I  was  prepared  to  have  consid- 
ered any  expressions  in  (he  Executive  Message  as 
having  this  meaning,  which  could  a(  all  warrant 
it.  Tnere  was  such  a  diSereoce  of  opinion  in  th« 
committee  that  (bey  came  (o  no  direct  conclusion. 
Circumstances  of  an  imperious  nature  called  ms 
lo  Baltimore,  where  I  suid,  1  tfaiak,  six  days.  On 
my  return  on  Satarday,  1  found,  from  the  iofin- 
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matioD  of  a  geatleman  rrom  Maryland,  (Mr. 
Nicholson^  that  there  bad  been  couaiderable  ex- 
eitemeni  ia  coDsequeoce  of  ibe  coinraitiee  not 
leportiag.  Wiibouc  even  cbaagin^  my  clothes, 
or  going  to  mv  lodgings,  1  inimediateiy  met  the 
committee,  aod  it  was  agreed  to  write  to  the  Sec- 
letarf  of  War,  and  learn  Trom  him  the  number  of 
Iroopa  necessary  to  protect  the  Southern  frontier 
from  Spanish  inroad  and  insults.  But,  although 
in  tbe  public  Message  of  the  President,  at  the 
opening  of  the  session,  we  heard  much  of  Span- 
ish outrages  and  insults,  and  though  the  private 
Message  of  the  President  held  a  language  in  con- 
sonBDCO  with  the  public,  I  found  s  Backwardness 
in  the  head  of  the  War  Department,  and  of  the 
Executive  gorernraeni,  generally,  on  taking  a  de- 
cided altitude  as  to  Spain;  and  I  found  what  was 
worse — before  I  left  town  lo  go  to  Bellimore — 
ftom  a  conversation  with  what  hns  been  consid- 
ered the  bead  of  the  first  Executive  department 
under  the  Government,  that  France  was  the  great 
obttacletothecompomiseof  Spanish  differences; 
that  France  would  not  permit  Spain  to  come  to 
mny  accommodation  with  us,  becauae  France 
wanted  money,  and  that  we  must  give  her  money. 
From  the  moment  I  heard  that  declaration,  all 
the  objections  I  originallv  bad  to  the  procedure, 
were  aggravated  to  the  highest  possible  decree. 
I  considered  it  a  base  prostration  of  the  national 
chancier,  to  excite  one  nation  by  money  to  bully 
another  nation  om  of  its  property,  and  from  that 
moment,  and  to  the  last  moment  of  my  life,  my 
ConBdence  in  the  principles  of  the  man  enteriain- 
ioK  those  seotiments,  died,  never  to  live  again. 
Well,  sir,  during  my  absence  in  Baltimore,  the 
despatches  contained  in  the  Message  of  the  17th 
of  January  arrived.  This  I  shall  have  occaxion 
to  mention  again.  The  House  b«gan  (o  acton 
the  subject  of  our  foreign  relations.  Oentlemen 
who,  in  select  committee,  had  declared  that  they 
considered  the  Executive  Message asarequisition 
10  buy  the  Floridas,  though  there  was  not  a  word 
in  it  about  the  Floridas,  or  about  money,  look  a 
different  ground  in  the  House.  They  said,  that 
ibongh  the  Executive  did  not  recommend  loCon- 
gresa  to  purchase  the  country,  yet  that  they  were 
adequate  to  give  the  business  this  direction;  that 
if  ibey  chose,  tbey  were  at  liberty  to  do  it.  But 
unfortunately  for  this  new  doctrine,  and  the  pre- 
vious one  broached,  and  unfortunately  for  tbe 
whole  system  that  gentlemen  stepped  forward  to 
enforce,  one  gentlemen  asserted  that  he  was  ready, 
in  his  own  person,  to  vouch  that  the  course  in 
question  was  in  consonance  with  the  secret  wishes 
of  tbe  Executive ;  and  this  is  one  of  those  reasons 
which  calls  most  imperiously  for  the  motion 
which  lam  about  to  make.  What  was  afterwards 
done  the  House  will  perceive.  I  pass  over  the 
motion  made  to  restrict  tbe  purchase  to  the  coun- 
try not  in  dispute  with  Spain, and  toeiclndefrom 
that  purchase  the  country  in  dispute,  thereby  test- 
ing the  principle,  whether  we  were  actually  buy- 
iuf  land  or  peace.  In  <pite  of  every  obstacle,  of 
all  opposition,  and  tbe  contradictory  votes  given, 
Ibe  bill  was  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  on  the  next 
day,  the  17th  of  January,  after  the  business  was 


out  of  our  possession,  we  received  despatches  (nm 
our  Minister  at  London, which  had  arrived  befci 
Christmas,  It  will  be  recollected  that  it  was  i|- 
tempied  to  be  insinuated  by  individual  laemb^ 
that  inasmuch  as  we  received  the  ori^ioat  pan 
and  not  a  copy,  the  despatches  had  just  arrirtf 
and  there  had  not  been  time  for  transcri  bing  iheai 
But  in  'returning  from  the  House,  I  Tras  so  b<| 
convinced  to  the  contrary,  for  I  had  myseir  r^ 
ceived  letters  from  London  of  aconlemporaneos 
date,  that  Imadeicquiry  of  the  Secretary  of  Stil^ 
and  was  told  that  they  had  been  received  lit 
week  before  Christmas,  at  the  saiae  time  witk  my 
letters. 

While  I  am  up,  I  will  undertake  lo  reciif;  a 
trivial  inaccuracy,  (for  I  wish  everything  whia 
I  stale  on  this  floor  to  be  Ijlerally  exact,)  whic^ 
on  some  former  occasion,  escaped  me.  I  said  thai 
the  existence  of  these  despatches  tras  unkooiva 
to  a  high  Cabinet  Minister;  although  it  iscertsia 
that  I  so  understood,  it  is  no  less  ao  that  I  was 
mistaken.  But  though  their  existence  wis  not  i 
unknown,  yet  their  contents  were.  That  Mioiicer 
had  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  coDtaioed — oa 
the  contrary,  he  had  every  reason  to  believe  that 
they  did  not  contain — anything  relative  in  out 
difierences  with  Spain  ;  and  as  to  their  bein;  sent 
to  the  House,  he  knew  nothing  of  it  nuiil  after 
they  had  been  received.  They  were  no  sooner 
opened  here  than  theyeiciied  an  instintaneous 
sensation,  and  produced  a  declaration  that  the 
course  we  bad  taken  was  wrong ;  they  produced 
alsoan  impression  that  it  would  be  iavun,onthe 
subject  of  our  differences  with  Bogland,  to  assume 
a  manly  attitude  towards  her,  if  we  became  Ibe 
^ndeis  and  caterers  of  the  lustful  appetite  of 

The  question  is  now  reduced  to  this  poiat, 
whether  the  public  shall  read  tbe  secret  jonmal 
without  understanding  one  word  about  it,oti)un 
read  it  intelligibly,  For'it  is  impossible  to  decide 
how  far  the  report  of  the  select  committee  is  con- 
sistent with  tbe  Messase  of  the  President,  unless 
that  Message  isalso  published.  A  difficulty  may 
be  raised  by  saving  this  is  a  coaGdeoiial  Mo- 
sage.  But  this  IS  got  over  by  the  publicity  girea 
ID  the  proceedings  on  it.  It  was  co d fide n till, be- 
cause the  proceedings  on  it  were  ao.  For  in- 
stance: Let  ns  suppose  the  United  States  veie 
preparing  for  some  strong  and  deciaire  measaie 
against  Spain,  which  it  was  politic  to  cnncnl 
from  her  It  11  taken;  but  as  to  anything  deci^in 
in  the  Message,  no  man  can  contend  that  it  ci:b- 
taios  anything  of  this  nature.  When  [  speak  of 
the  Message,  I  do  not  allude  to  the  comtnuiic^ 
lions  of  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  >ilh 
the  authorized  agents  of  Spain.  Though  I  Mt 
no  reason  why  even  those  should  not  be  publisbei 
as  the  negotiation  has  been  entirely  closed  by  the 
abortion  in  which  it  has  terminated,  I  howerc: 
restrict  my  present  motion  to  the  Message. 

The  public,  from  this  vague  and  desulinr 
sketch,  may  acquire  some  principles  by  ^vhicht) 
appreciate  the  conduct  of  members  in  this  Hocx. 
They  will  see  what  met^bers  were  disposed  u 
have  adopted  that  course  which  tbe  most  authea- 
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tie  informatiiiD  from  Earope  recommeDded.  Ther 
will  see  'wbo  were  indispoEed  to  acting  ihrouga 
the  iDterTeniioD  of  aoy  foreign  Power,  and  more 
esp«ciallr  >Q  tlie  shape  of  a  bribe, and  whea  such 
m  course  was  doI  asked  for  bf  the  Executive. 
They  will  see  who  were  these  members,  and  I 
believe  there  are  now  but  few  who  would  be 
willing  to  take  the  respoDsibililf  on  themselves 
which  properly  belonged  to  anolher  department 
of  the  OoTenimeDt ;  and  to  do  all  the  dirty  work, 
which  ^vould  otherwise  have  soiled  their  fingers. 
They  will  see  and  beware. 

Mr.  J.  R&hdolph  concluded  by  moving  that 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  6th  of  De- 
cember last  be  printed;  that  it  be  inseTted  in  the 
JouroBl  of  tbe  secret  proceedings;  aod  tbat  a 
new  edition  of  that  Journal  shouRI  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  members. 

Mr.  Jacksdn. — I  think  it  highly  probable  that 
a  majorit]|  of  this  House  will  be  disposed  to  take 
off  the  iojuaclion  of  secrecy,  not  only  on  this 
document,  but  on  all  their  proceedings,  that  tbe 
people  niBy  be  enabled  to  judge  for  themselves 
-whether  the  represenlatlcni  made  from  time  to 
time  are  correct;  bni  I  submit  whether  it  is  cor- 
rect in  point  of  order  to  act  in  this  way.  What 
is  tbe  reaolntlon  adopted  by  this  House?  That 
the  injunction  of  secrecy  relative  to  their  pro- 
ceedings, not  the  mesaaees  or  other  eommaaiea- 
tions  shsll  be  taken  oS.  This  is  not  the  proper 
course  to  eSect  tbe  object  in  view.  J,  for  one, 
am  willing  to  go  into  conclave,  and  have  the  in- 
junction on  the  whole  taken  off.  It  is  not  my 
wish  to  see  the  eyes  of  the  people  hoodwinked, 
any  longer.  Jt  has  been  declared  by  the  gentle- 
man who  has  offered  this  resolution  that  we  have 
not  an  inch  of  territory  beyond  the  Iberville.  It 
was  therefore  that  I  considered  it  all-importaol 
to  hare  the  Floridas,  and  it  was  therefore  1  voted 
as  Congress  did  in  the  memorable  instance  of  the 
purchase  of  Louisiana.  And  it  was  the  fear  that 
taking  off  the  injunciioD  of  secrecy  might  affect 
the  issue  of  this  all-important  negotiation  that 
induced  me  some  time  since  to  vote  against  it. 
But  durini;  the  whole  of  tbe  discussion  we  have 
had  on  this  subject,  no  proof  has  been  adduced 
that  the  money  we  have  appropriated  is  to  be 
I  given  ID  France,  although  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  has  declared  there  is  no  Spain,  no  Pyre- 
:  Dees;  although  he  has  declared  that  Spain  iseoa- 
,  fessediv  merged  in  Prance ;  although  he  has  de- 
clared France  would  not  permit  Spain  to  settle 
J  her  differences  with  us,  and  although  this  has  been 
,  adduced  as  «n  argument  to  show  that  we  can  do 
nothing  with  Spain;  and  although  the  gentleman 
,  has  further  said  thai  if  we  could  see  thedespalch- 
I  es  of  the  Spanish  Minister,  we  shoald  see  them 
signed  "  Charles  Maurice  Talleyrand ;"  and  al- 


thoush  he  baa  alleged  that  a  pegotiatioa  ci 


^00  of  my  colleague,  I  cannot  be  expected  to  be 
prepared  to  go  into  an  examination  of  the  mo- 
tives,  as  has  been  done  by  my  colleagoe.  which 
influenced  ihedecision  of  the  House.  This  could 
not  be  done  ttnleta  all  the  docomenla  on  this  sub- 


ject were  printed.  Some  gentlemen  appear  to 
me  to  have  given  an  importance  to  a  certain  doc- 
ument which  it  does  not  merit ;  and  it  has  been 
said  it  was  withheld  until  our  vote  was  taken  for 
the  purpose  of  trepanning  us.  1  have  heard  of 
but  two  gentlemen  who  Eave  declared  it  would 
have  affected  their  votes.  On  me  it  would  have 
bad  a  different  tendency.  I  wish  it  published.  I 
will  say  for  one,  that  I  think  had  it  been  received 
before  the  passage  of  the  bill,  it  would  have  had 
a  tendency  to  increase  tbe  majoritv,  siupendotu 
OS  it  was,  because — bnt  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  say 
why.  I  hope  the  Speaker  will  decide  this  ques- 
tion not  proper  to  be  discussed  with  open  doors. 

Mr.  J.  R&HDOLPB  said  that  he  had  to  bis  as- 
tonishment foundadetailed  report  on  the  Journal, 
which  it  was  not  usual  to  enter  upon  JL  He 
found  also  three  Messages,  and  thii  was  the  only 
instance  in  which  a  Message  was  not  enieied  up- 
on it. 

Mr.  Leib  asked  whether  it  was  consistent  with 
tbe  roles  of  the  Honse  to  have  the  Message  now 
read?  If  it  were  not,  he  could  not  concur  wi^ 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  in  voting  for  the 
motion  under  consideration,  though  be  aereed 
with  him  in  the  proprietv  of  taking  off  thein- 
junction  of  secrecy  from  all  the  papers. 

Mr.  J.  Raroolph  asked  whether,  when  the 
Journal  was  read,  the  Clerk  badnot  began  to  read 
the  MesBBtfe,  when  the  reading  was  diipeniel 
with?  Tbis  was  his  recollection,  and  if  bo,  it 
must  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  Journal,  re- 
specting which  the  injunction  of  secrecy  bad 
been  taken  off.     ■ 

The  Clerk  said  this  was  the  fact. 

Mr.  Leib  then  said,  before  he  decided  on  the 
resolution,  he  wished  to  hear  tbe  Message  read. 

The  Speaker  said  it  would  be  most  accepta- 
ble that  the  House  should  decide  whether  the 
reading  were  proper. 

Mr.  Alston. — I  merely  rise  to  remind  the 
Speaker  of  the  decision  he  ^ve,  and  of  the  que»- 
tiou  I  put  to  him  when  the  injunction  of  secrecy 
was  removed.  I  well  recollect  tbe  decision  of 
the  Chair  that  the  Message  of  the  President  and 
the  letters  of  our  Minister  were  not  embraced  in 
the  motion  for  taking  off  that  injunciion.  And 
1  have  not  a  donbt  on  my  mind  (hat  it  was  in 
consequence  of  that  decision  that  the  vote  of  the 
House  was  such  as  it  was.  As  to  tbe  publication 
of  the  Message,  it  is  immaterial  to  me.  I  voted 
Bgainst  giving  publicity  to  the  secret  Journal  un- 
til we  had  beard  tbe  result  of  tbe  negotiatioD. 
To  act  consistently  on  this  subject  with  tbat  vote, 
I  am  for  going  no  further.  I  believe,  however, 
for  I  he  justification  of  those  who  voted  as  I  did, 
the  publication  of  ill  the  documents  will  be  ad- 
vantageous. In  voting,  therefore,  against  pub- 
lishing ibis  Message,  I  shall  make  a  sacriSce  of 
my  feelings  to  the  public  interest.  For  this  vote 
tbe  good  of  the  naiton  will  be  my  only  motive. 
But  when  a  negotiation  is  about  to  be  opened  for 
an  object  so  important  as  the  Floridsa,  I  ask  whe- 
ther II  is  not  right ;  I  appeal  to  the  American 
people  whether  tbey  do  not  think  it  right  to  use 
every  necessary  means  for  insuring  it  success? 
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Wiib  re^rd  to  the  appropriation  of  two  million* 
Titb  a  new  lo  this  putcbase,  I  rot^d  for  it  is  ai  a 
Bet-off  lo  tbe  reaolutiuD  reported  by  tbe  lei^ct 
comtuitiee.  I  voted  for  it  in  prefeteDce  to  a 
•taadiag  armv.  I  would  ratber  sireogthea  the 
arm  of  the  BiecuiiYe  with  moDey,  tbao  with  a 
ftaDtKo^  army  so  fatal  to  libeit^.  Aod  I  beliefe 
f  maioTity  of  tbe  Republicans  iQ  this  natioa  will 
uphold  me  in  this  opioloa.  Everybody  kaowt 
Lhe  importance  of  thia  country.  Bab  it  not  been 
laid  on  tbia  Boor  thai  tbere  doea  not  belong  to 
you  a  fool  of  ground  between  the  Miuisaippi  and 
the  Perdido?  I  recollect  when  this  country  vai 
ceded  to  the  United  States  to  have  bad  a  eonver- 
sation  on  the  subject  w>tb  a  gentlenaa  from  Vir- 
ginia, for  whose  opinion  I  bare  a  hi^b  respect, 
»nd  he  was  of  opinion  viib  me  that  it  was  rery 
-daubtful  whether  tbis  country  was  iociuded,  in- 
deed  we  rather'  tbougbi  it  was  not  in  tbe  treaty. 
Will  any  man  say  that  it  is  not  of  Tast  import- 
ance to  us  to  bare  the  small  territory  that  divides 
our  people,  and  by  a  fair  purchase  remore  all 
grouods  of  future  quarrels?  If  it  has  entered  in- 
to the  minds  of  gentlemen  to  make  other  than  a 
fair  purchase  of  tbis  country  from  its  rightful 
owueA  this  is  not  my  opinion,  not  bavs  1  any  rec- 
ollection that  any  such  motive  has  been  avowed- 
A  particular  document  has  been  referred  to,  tbe 
receipt  of  which  I  have  heard  one  or  two  gen- 
lleroen  sav  might  hare  altered  their  votes  on  tbe 
bill  pBSBcd  by  the  House,  But  I  was  aatoaiibed 
to  hear  such  a  declaration.  It  could  not  have 
altered  my  opinion ;  it  bad  in  my  mind  no  bear- 
ing on  tbe  measure.  I  have  one  further  observa- 
tion to  make.  If  it  was  dai>btful  whether  this 
country  belonged  to  as,  wbat  would  have  been 
the  efiect  of  adding  one  or  two  additional  regi- 
ments to  your  standing  army,  and  placing  them 
on  a  territory  you  actnowledge  you  do  not  be- 
lieve to  be  rightfully  yoursl  I  WQuld  rather 
put  down  a  regiment  of  tbe  present  standing 
armjr  than  add  one  man  to  it.  When  our  rights 
are  invaded  we  shall  Dot  require  a  standing  army 
la  defend  tbem— it  will  ba  the  mjlitiq.lhai  will 
defend  them.  I  am  opposed  to  a  standing  army, 
and  ever  will  be  opposed  to  it.  For  these  rea- 
fODs  I  was  in  favor  of  strengthening  tbe  arm  of 
tbe  Executive  by  an  appropriation,  instead  of 
strengtbeDing  it  by  a  Btanoingaimy. 

Mr.  Clark  requeated  tlie  SpealMr  to  examine 
the  secret  Journal,  and.  see  wbetber  tbis  Message 
were  in  it. 

Tbe  SpEAKK«  said  it  was,  and  might  therefore 
be  discussed  with  open  doors. 

sit.  J.  Ci.AV.~I  was  astonished  when  1  found 
tbis  Journal  without  the  Message.  Fire  Messa- 
ges appear  to  have  been  received,  all  of  which 
appear  on  tbe  Journal,  excepting  this,  which  is 
the  only  Message  of  any  consequence.  1  did  be- 
lieve, when  tbe  lojunction  of  aecrecv  waaremored, 
it  applied  to  all  tbe  papers  received  by  tbe  House, 
and  1  did  not  conceive  myself  bound  to  conceal 
one  tittle  of  what  occurred  while  we  bad  locked 
doors.  _  I  should,  therefore,  wish  my  friend  from 
Vitgiaia  so  to  amend  his  motion,  as  to  iuclude 
^1  the  documeata.     I  coitsider  tbis  •asemially 


necessary  to  eloeidate  the  trans«elioDS  of  thii 
House.  It  seems  to  have  been  CasbioDaUf  for 
geniiemeD  to  declare  wbat  were  tbeir  loouvsfor 
the  several  voles  they  hare  girea  during  tketine 
our  doon  were  shut.  I  had  bat  oae  inoiiTe,«bicta, 
I  hope,  will  coDtiuue  to  govern  me  so  laag  atl 
hare  a  seat  in  tbis  House.  My  object  was,  to  k 
prepared  for  war,  while  1  endeavored  to  maiotaii 
peace.  I  voted  lor  the  resolution  for  ifae  iaeia* 
of  tbe  Army,  because  everybody  koowa,  wbea 
acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  aoutb  atid  sovtli- 
westem  frontiers,  that  the  militia  in  that  qnanci 
ate  not  able  to  defend  it.  Tbey  are,  iadced,  bol 
a  people  of  yesterday — aliens  to  your  Isakits  and 
language — and,  indeed,  aliens  in  every  aease  of 
the  word.  We  had  seen  that  frontier  invaded  by 
Spain.  I  was  not  wilUWi  tberefor«,  to  witbboU 
from  the  Executive  the  means  of  chasiiaiag  tbis 
aggression — I  Iberefore  voted  for  tbe  iwwniion. 
I  also  voted  for  tbe  appropriation  of  moacy,  be- 
cause I  was  willioz  to  show  Spain,  tkat  wUk  we 
were  prepared  locbastise  ber  aggresscons,  wevot 
also  willing,  by  amicable  n^:ousUon,  to  adjust 
our  difierenees.    1  therefore  vot^  for  an  appra- 

Etiation  to  purchase  a  country  which  I  deemed 
igblf  valuable  to  us.  Whether  tbe  money  ap- 
propriated was  to  go  to  France,  or  Spain,  did  eot 
influence  the  vote  I  gave.  I  did  noi  know  thea, 
that  any  circumsfancea  were  coaceaW  from  tbe 
House  calculated  to  throw  li^t  apoa  the  aiib 
ject,  and  of  the  contents  of  the  Hcaage  of  tbe 
17th  of  January,  I  was  totally  ignorant — as  ttwas 
handed  in  tbe  day  i  went  to  Pliiladelph'ta,  and 
was  immediately  ailnwards  Tetoroed  to  tbe  PmU 
'dent  I  could  have  wished,  that  between  ike84lli 
of  December  and  the  17th  of  Jaauary,  there  bad 
been  found  time  to  make  an  official  eopy  of  i^ 
since  we  have  beard  that  it  would  hareacoosidr 
erable  bearing  on  >be  votes  of  the  members  of  tb^ 
House  i  and  I  should  conceive  that  it  would  be 
very  important  as  formiiig  an  item  in  the  traoa- 
actions  of  the  setnion.  When  we  came  here,  the 
public  expectation  was  Ifigbly  excited.  We  had 
been  injured  and  insulted  by  Spain  on  land,  and 
by  England  ai  sea.  Tbe  nation  required  the  adef>- 
tion  of  measures  to  procure  redrcas,  and  loprereat 
similar  aggressions  in  future.  Wbat  bare  been 
tbe  consequences'!  We  havepaaed  an  act  ap- 
propriating two  millions  to  porebase  the  PhwiifatB 
and  to  chastise  Spain,  and  we  have  pasaed  ait  a«t 
prohibiting  tbe  importation  cf  eo'tain  good«  fion 
Qreat  Britain,  as  a  peace-obiing  to  her.  It  is 
not,  in  my  opinion,  necessary  thai  all  the  doe*- 
ments  should  be  published,  to  give  the  people  an 
oppoiluuity  of  judging  wbetber  tbeirS^resenta- 
lives  bare  been  faithful  to  their  trust.  There  era 
parts  of  those  documents,  which  I  8appoae,wiU 
never  be  published,  which  bad  a  conaiderable  in- 
fluence on  my  mind  on  the  vote*  which  1  gav*> 
I  allude  to  the  threat  of  hostility  by  France. 
Mr.  Spkakek  here  called  to  order. 
Mr.  Clat  concluded  by  observing  that,  aa  ibsy 
bad  published  five  Messages  which  bad  coniaiied 
nothing,  he  hoped  they  would  piibliah  the  aaa 


tbat  contained  something. 
Mr.  Dawson  expressed  hipoMlTu 
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ing  publicity  to  the  Message,  which,  he  belierecl, 
could  do  DO  possible  ioian.  So  far  as  it  veat, 
he  thoDghc  it  fsTOTed  both  the  Tesoluiiona — as 
well  that  for  railing  bd  ariajr,  as  tbti  for  condoct- 
ing  a  n^oiiation  by  the  appropriation  of  moaey. 

The  readiDg  of  the  Message  being  called  for, 
Mr.  Spbaxbb  said  he  thought  it  was  in  order  to 
read  it,  at  it  was  inserted  on  (he  private  journal. 

Mr.  Bi^oKLBBSK  appealed  from  the  dectsioD  of 
the  Chair. 

Hr  Alston  observed  that  bis  eolleagae  would 


Mr.  SniLiKMid  a  regard  to  consistency  woald 

G event  him  from  votiog  to  give  poblicity  to  the 
essage.  He  eoald  not  vote  for  it,  because  he 
did  not  wish  to  take  on  himself  that  responsibility 
which  might  flow  from  the  publicity,  deftating 
.  the  nfgoiiaTiOD.  It  rested  with  those  who  voted 
for  taiing  off  the  injunetioD  of  secrecy,  to  take 
that  respoastbillty  on  themselves.  ALine  same 
time,  however,  that  be  must  vote  against  it,  he 
hoped  a  majority  would  be  found  in  its  favor,  be- 
eause  he  saw  it  would  be  necessary  to  publish 
this  docnmeni  in  order  to  place  their  condoct  in 
a  proper  point  of  light.  So  far  was  the  Messaije 
or  the  ITth  of  January,  which  had  been  alluded 
to,  from  haTins  any  infloence  in  changing  his 
vote,  that  it  tended  strongly  to  confirm  him  in  the 
propriety  of  it. 

On  the  Spba^r  reminding  Mr.  Shilie  of  the 
gtiestion  before  the  House,  he  declined  laying  aay- 
thing  further  than  requesting  the  yeas  and  nays 
to  be  takeo. 

Mt.  Elnkr  said  if  he  understood  the  decision 
of  the  Speaker,  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  was  altogether  useless.  He  had  under- 
stood,  from  a  former  decision,  that  the  Jouraal 
did  not  include  tl)e  Message:  but  other  gentle- 
men appeared  to  have  considered  it  in  another 
way.    He  was  perfectly  wfUing  that  it  sbodld  be 

{lublished,  and  he  did  not  think  an^  ill  could  arise 
rom  it.    For  reasons  already  assigned  by  other 
gentlemen  he  bad  been  against  takine  off  the  in- 
'  junction  of  secrecy  at  this  time.     He  should, 
I  therefore,  vole  against  every  qaestton  of  this  kind. 
Mr.  JiOKBOH.— Is  it  not  the  righl,  Mr,  Speaker, 
'  of  any  member  to  demand  an  official  copy  of  the 
'  Messase?    Yoa  have  decided  it  to  be  a  part  of 
I  the  piibtic  joarnal,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  an 
'  appeal  hasbeeamadefrom  that  decision;  howcaii 
it  (ben  With  propriety  be  said,  if  shall  not  be  read, 
because  the  riding  of  it  will  give  it  pubtlciiyf 
As  so  much  hafl  been  said  of  the  important  b^ar- 
I  ine  of  doenments  s^ot  to  us,  and  we  have  pnb- 
liidied  oktT  proceediaga,  it  is  my  wish  to  see  them 
I  all  exposed  to  pnblic  scrutiny.    I  am  not  now 
I  prepBted  to  make  a  motion  which  I  shall  otkt 
I    at  a  proper  time^  unless  anticipated  by  some  other 
I   genilemao.  that  the  President  be  requested  to  laf 
befofe  the  Hoooe  all  the  papers  heretofore  eom- 
mnnicated  by  him,  with  «  f  iew  of  giving  them 

Eablieity.  I  wish  on  all  occasions  to  give  pub- 
city  to  my  conduct  ns  well  in  conclave  cis  when 
these  doors  are  open,  and  I  will  late  thia  occasion 


to  repel  an  insinuation  made  the  other  day  in  the 
debate  on  tbe  Yazoo  question,  bv  a  gentleman 
froni  Virginia,  [Mr.  J.  Ranoolpb,;  which  I  have 
heard  was  applied  to  me:  That  I  left  my  seat 
for  fear  of  voting  on  it,  and  removed  to  a  differ- 
ent part  of  the  House.  Sir,  I  will  candidly  coq- 
fess  that  although  the  year  before  the  last,  I  had 
declared  I  considered  it  for  t,he  interest  of  tbla 
country,  that  those  claims  shoold  be  compromised. 
and  voted  for  the  compromise  of  them;  yet  last 
year,  when  I  found  gentlemen  in  whom  I  had  great 
confidence  of  opinion  that  such  a  measure  would 
tend  to  sanction  a  scene  of  nefarious  swindling. 
I  was  induced  to  determine  then,  and  so  expressea 
myself)  that  I  woiild  not  vole  agaiii  npon  the 
question,  and  1  was  more  inclined  lo  pursue  this 
coarse  from  a  supposition  that  my  knowledge  of 
the  vital  injury  wtich  my  district  had  sustained 
by  the  existence  of  a  claim,  called  the  Indian^ 
parcbase,  which  hovers  over  their  heads,  and  in 
consequence  of  its  recent  resusciiatian,  lands  had 
been  sold  at  one-foutth  of  their  value,  and  which 
claim  is  certaicly  more  eicepiiooable  than  that  of 
ihe  persons  who  purchased  from  the  Tazoo  men, 
mi^nt  produce  a  bias  in  favor  of  compromise 
which  was  improper,  and  I  was  willing  to  think 
that  my  opinion  was  incorrect.  But  at  the  same 
sesaiou  when  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  charg- 
ed all  who  had  voted  for  the  compromise  with 
corruption,  and  threatened  them  with  the  ven- 
geance of  the  people,  and  when  it  was  declared 
that  no  member  from  Virginia,  who  had  the 
temerity  to  vole  for  it,  should  be  re-elected,  I 
wa9  driven  from  tbe  neutral  ground  I  bad  taken, 
and  thus  borne  down  by  the  impetuous  intemper- 
ance of  the  gentleman,  I  thought  it  became  me 
not  to  shrink  from  the  vote  1  bad  given.  Tbe 
reasons  on  which  I  acted  were  made  public.  I 
brought  the  question  fairly  before  my  constituents, 
and  they  re-elected  me  by  a  greater  majority  than 
formerly.  I  could  not,  therefore,  decline  to  vote 
for  a  measure  which  they  and  mjr  iodement  ap* 

E roved,  and  which  I  believe  the  faith  of  Congress 
ad  been  pledeed  to  sanction.  As  an  individual 
I  cared  not  what  was  thefale  of  the  bill  from  the 
Senate.  As  a  judge  to  whom  the  claims  of  out 
citizens  was  presented,  I  wished  that  it  should  be 
exemo  et  bono. 

The  gentleman  fronl  Virginia  knows  I  tefnaed 
by  my  vole  to  give  leave  to  the  genilemaa  from 
Marviand  to  be  excused  from  voting,  as  I  not  onlf 
stood  up  When  a  division  Was  called  for,  but  made; 
the  remark  which  he  repeated,  that  he  was  not 
compelled  to  vote,  but  might  retire.  After  giv- 
ing this  fois  I  went  across  the  House  to  ask  a 
friend  from  North  Carolina  to  spend  a  social 
evening  with  me.  He  is  now  in  nis  seat,  and  t 
appeal  to  him  that  I  did  not  even  mention  tbe 
subject  before  the  House.  When  the  same  ques- 
tion occurred  I  voted  by  him,  as  I  had  before 
voted;  I  knew  of  nothing  that  coilld  drive  me' 
from  my  purpose,  or  from  my  seat.  I  will  not  at- 
tempt to  scan  the  feelings  which  predominate  in 
the  mind  so  illiberal  as  to  attribute  unworthy  mo- 
tives to,  and  manifest  a  jealousy  of  everv  man 
that  differs  from  it;  it  i%  a  topic  fruitful  of  com- 
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mentar^,  it  involves  coDsidentioas  which  I  will 
not  delineaie;  for  my  part  I  eaanot  envy  ibose 
feeliogu,  1  thank  God  such  is  notmy  Dature.  Ii  is 
always  unpleasant  to  me  to  engage  in  coDtrover- 
sies  which  have  a  tendency  to  excite  the  malig' 
nant  passions.  1  wish  to  avoid  them  as  much  as 
■ay  man  lividg,  as  far  as  is  consisieot  with  my 
bonot  and  reputatioD,  but  1  aevei  will  shrink  from 
a  contest,  political  or  personal,  in  this  House  or 
out  of  il,  at  the  sacrifice  of  either. 

Mr.  Blicklkdoe  said  he  was  astonished  at  the 
course  which  this  debate  had  taken.  The  ques- 
tion is  this,  shall  a  paper,  heretofore  aeciet,  be 
made  pnblicT  And  the  Chair  has  decided  that 
this  very  paper  is  already  public.  Let  ibe  question 
then  be  decided  which  way  it  may,  the  paper  goes 
to  the  public.  My  object  is  to  get  a  vote  which 
shall  decide  whether  tbisquestioQ  shall  be  debated 
wilb  closed  doors  or  in  public. 

Mr.  Speakeb  said  it  was  in  ordei  to  appeal 
from  his  decision. 

Mr.  Blackledoe  then  said  he  would  appeal  from 
that  decision. 

After  some  further  coo  renal  ion,  Mr.  Black- 
LEDOB  withdrew  his  motion,  which  was  renewed 
by  Mr.  J.  Cut. 

The  Speaker  then  said,  the  reading  of  the 
Meaaaee  of  ibe  President  of  the  6th  of  December 
»  calud  for;  ib«  Speaker  baa  decided  that  that 
document  is  a  part  of  the  Journal  ordered  to  be 
published,  aod  may  be  read.  From  this  decision 
an  appeal  is  made  to  the  House,  on  which  appeal 
there  can  be  no  debate. 

When,  without  taking  a  question,  two  succes- 
sive motions  were  made  to  adjourn,  the  last  of 
which  prevailed. 

MonDAT,  April  7. 

ifr.  GaEOQ,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  were  referred,  on  the  fifth  iosiant, 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  issue  land  warrants,  and  for  other  purposes," 
reported  to  the  House  their  agreement  to  the  same 
without  amendment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend 
meats  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill 
Whereupon, 

Ordered  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  committed  (o  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  House  that  the  bill 
to  compensate  the  witnesses  who  attended  the 
trial  of  Samuel  Chase  was  for  a  third  readinir, 
which, 

Mr.  Leib  rose,  and  said  tbat  he  hadftmot___ 
to  make  on  the  subject.  It  was  that  the  bill 
ahould  be  re-commiited  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House.  By  the  provisions  of  the  bill  com- 
peasalion  waslo  be  made  to  the  whole  of  the  wil- 
neEbes  wbo  attended  the  trial,  on  behalf  of  the 
accused  as  well  as  of  the  proaecution,  and  to  ihii 
he  never  could  or  would  consent.  It  was  the  e&- 
tablishmeot  of  a  priaciple,  which  did  not  obtain 


the  courts  of  the  United  Sailes,  not  he  \>tM 

the  courts  of  the  respective  Sl)lfE,iD<iigiii 

case  of  a  great  culprit     He  had  been  proDogiitii 

guilty  by  a  great  majority  of  the  Houie,  udi 

majority  of  the   Senate  had  cancurred  in  iitit 

-'• 1,  and  to  make  this  proriiioa  lor  ihe  f^ 

of  hii  witnesses,  indicated  a  coDuioaia 
tbat  the  decision  had  been  uajusL  To  ilili  a 
was  not  willing  to  subscribe.    Hewainoi^ 

Sosed  to  libel  the  House  by  any  act  aflbiini; 
)r  it  was  a  libel  on  ihemselvet  for  iht  ntabi 
who  accused,  to  manifest  their 


5  acted  unjustly  by  a  pioviiion  u  nri 
prit  by  the  payment  of  hii  itIimm  If 
it  is  just  thus  to  provide  in  the  caiejiTChi^x 
ouebt  to  travel  Inck,  and  commence  ibeboua 
of  justice  in  cases  of  innocence.  ltcaDI«hll^ 
gotten,  that  an  insurrection  was  nid  lo  htno- 
isted  in  the  year  1794,  in  the  wettern  <>»iiie<^ 
Pennsylvania,  and  that  for  certain  pupMsib 
insurrection  was  produced.  Tictimsi'iniiit 
required  by  certain  members  of  the  GoieaaiK 
and  among;  them  was  a  member  of  ihii  Bm 
(General  Hamiltan.)  He  was  drag^/isikii 
home  to  ihecity  of  Philadelphia,  iDcaitcnniiM 
abill  aKainsi  him  sent  to  thegriDdjwf.  Ii^ 
—' — led  ignoramus,  and  noiwitbuuJiDjilia' 
-  of  this  gentleman  was  tbB  natlnU. 
lul  to  an  expense  of  bei*«S«<'«'"' 
hundred  dollars,  not  a  cent  of  fticb *>■  f*" 
refunded*lo  himl  Are  we  then  iii(iiaiw[W 
vide  for  an  acquitted  felon,  to  r«itiiiMnMua,io 
give  him  a  premium  for  his  iniquitiet,ui<°'|^ 
innocence  unnoticed?  Hetrustedsoi.  otim 
Ibe  House  would  not  dishonor  iwlfl'!>wii 
act,  and  be.  therefore,  hoped*  recMnifK*"' 
the  bill  woiild  uke  place. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  !«  ""^ 
committed. 

SPANISH  APFAIEa. 

The  House  resumed  the  considenliM  ri  *■ 
question  depending  at  the  time  of  theii  wj*"' 
ment,  on  Saturday  last,  on  an  Bppe»lin»** 
cision  of  the  Chair  respecting  a  poinl «  «*" 
therein  sUted.  .  ^ 

Mr.  BiacKLEDOE  moved  that  the  nUene^ 
be  cleared.  The  House  cooiiDued  ia  no"; 
ting  for  a  short  time,  when  the  doon  '""'X 
and  the  question  taken  by  yeas  ■■"•."'Jlu 
point  of  order,  whether  the  decision  of  tlitsp»» 
was  correct,  viz:  . 

"That  the  said  HoMigs  bsing  captww* 
jouinal  of  Ihe  seciet  procMdings  of  ll»  Ho*".* 
SUD«  had  been  read  in  the  House,  it  wu  n>°«>'" 
to  call  for  the  reading  of  the  said  MeMT- 

Il  was  decided  in  the  n««ative-yew**»'' 
69,  as  follows:  . 

YaAS-Oeorge  M.  Bedinger,  Sto  BrtW.^ 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Chnslopber  !;»«■  ^ 
Claj,  Leoaard  Covington,  John  D«™«-  '"'Zi 
William  Elj,  John  W.  BpP".  J*"  ^^JT*' 
Gamett,  Charfes  Ooldsbonwi^.  '"V't«M> 
HMtings,  David  Hohnos,  David  HoiW».J»"..-, 
Thomu  Kenui,  Jonathan  O.  Mo*Ij,  J^^^V 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jnn,  Jorish  Qoa«?.  J""  ""^^ 
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Tbomu  M.  Randolph,  John  Re>  of  Pcniinlitnu, 
Thomu  Sammooi,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
ThomsH  Spading,  Richard  SUnford,  William  Sled- 
man,  Lenis  B.  Sturgca,  BeiMBioiii  Tallmadge,  Philip 
R.  Thompron,  Thomaa  W,  Thompnn,  Abram  Trigg, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  lUUian  K.  Van  RenBelaer,  Pe- 
\e%  WBdmorth,  David  R.  WtUiain*,  and  Alexander 
Wilson. 

Niia — WiUii  Aliton,  jnn.,  Isaac  Aadenon,  David 
Bard,  William  Bhckledge,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomaa 
BloDDt,  Robart  Brown,  William  Bntler,  John  Chand- 
lir,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Fradorick  Connuil, 
Jacob  Crownindiield.  Richard  Uutti,  Em  Darby, 
EUaa  Earie.  Caleb  Ellia,  Ebaneiei  Elmer,  WilUam 
Findley,  Jauea  Fiak,  Pelaraon  Qoodwyn,  Andrew 
Gregg,  laaiah  L>  Oraoi,  Silaa  Halaay,  John  Uarailton, 
Waller  Jones,  John  Lambert,  MkhMl  Leib,  Duncan 
McFarland,  Robert  Marion,  Joaiah  Maalers,  William 
MeCresry,  Kicholaa  R.  Moore,  Jivemiab  Morrow,  John 
Morrow,  Gunjoo  8.  Mamfard,  Roger  Nelion,  Gideon 
Olis,  John  Pugh,  John  Rhea  of  TennesMie,  Jacob 
Richards,  John  Ruaael,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  SandTord, 
Ebenezer  Bearer,  Jamea  Bloan,  John  Bmilie,  Henry 
SouAard,  Joseph  Stanton,  Dand  Thomaa,  Uii  Tracy, 
Joieph  B.  Vamnm,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  White- 
hill,  Eli^alet  Wii^ss,  Maimadnke  Williams,  Nathan 
Williatna,  I^chard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winrton. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  iDotion  made 
by  Mr.  J.  Randolph  on  Saturday,  as  follows: 

"That  the  printed  enpplementat  jonmal  of  secret 
proceedings  be  amended,  by  inserting  aAer  the  word 
"  read"  in  the  third  line  of  the  first  page,  the  Message  of 
the  Pieiideat  of  the  United  SUteaofthe  6th  of  December 
last,  and  that  a  new  edition  of  the  add  journal,  thus 
amended,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  membera." 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  was  bappr  they  were  bob  bled 
to  take  a  direct  vote  on  ihe  puluicatloD  of  the  Mes- 
sage.  On  the  vole  just  taken  he  bad  felt  himself 
bound  to  consult  the  opinions  of  gentlemen  who 
thought  when  Ibeinjonctionof  secrecy  was  taken 
off,  it  did  not  apply  to  the  publication  of  the  Mes- 
sage. The  question  now  presents  itself  directly 
for  consideration,  whether  it  would  be  mo9t  ex- 

Bidieut  to  publish  it.  It  appears  to  me,  said  Mr. 
ANA,  that 'there  will  be  no  breach  of  confidence 
in  pubtishing  it.  If  in  private  life  one  man  makes 
a  communication  to  another,  and  the  person  who 
receives  it  says  he  will  not  pledge  himself  to  keep 
it  secret,  there  is  no  obli^tiou  on  him  not  to  di- 
vulge il,  and  should  be  divulge  it  there  will  be  no 
question  about  the  violation  of  confidence.  Under 
what  form  then,  was  the  eommuaicalion  of  the 
President  made  to  this  House  1  Is  there  anything 
in  the  Constitution  relative  to  the  President's  com- 
municating anythiufctoeiiher  House  in  coofidence, 
and  absolutelv  prohibiting  either  House  from  dis' 
closing  it  1  If  there  is  no  such  thing  in  the  Con- 
stitution the  disclosure  must  be  left  to  oar  discre- 
tion, of  the  propriety  of  which  we  must  be  the 
{'  udges.  In  the  first  place,  the  Conatiiution  of  the 
Joited  States  provides  for  such  commanicBiions 
to  Congress  as  the  President  may  see  fit  to  mak& 
it  also  declares  that  each  House  shall  be  governed 
by  »uch  rules  as  they  shall  make.  Now  when  this 
Message  was  received,  the  rules  of  tbe  last  House 
were  adopted,  and  are  such  as  are  now  in  force. 
What  is  the  rule  applicable  to  tbe  present  point? 


"  Whenevar  confidential  communications  are  receiv- 
ed fitim  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Houas 
shall  be  cleared  of  all  penona  except  the  tneobers  and 
the  Clerk,  and  so  continae  during  the  reading  of  the 
commanicBtians,  and  (uolesi  otherwise  directed  by  tha 
House)  during  all  debates  and  praceedings  to  be  had 
thereon.  And  when  the  Speaker,  or  any  other  member, 
■ball  inform  the  House,  that  he  has  communicaliooa  to 
make,  which  he  conceitea  ought  to  be  kept  secret,  the 
House  shall,  in  like  maimer,  be  cleared  till  the  com- 
munications be  made ;  the  Botise  shall  then  detennine 
whether  the  matter  commnnicated  lequiree  seerecj  or 
not,  and  take  order  aceordingly." 

Tbe  President  can  make  no  common icatione  to 
US  except  under  this  rule.  It  was  under  this  rule 
that  ihia  Message  was  communicated.  What  ia 
the  inferencel  The  rule  was  peremptory,  so  far 
as  it  required  the  communication  of  the  President 
to  be  read  wilb  closed  doors ;  but  after  having  been 
so  received,  it  is  strictly  within  the  power  of  the 
House  to  decide  whether  il  shall  continue  private, 
or  be  published.  The  President  must  have  com- 
municated tbe  Message  under  this  impression.  No 
oblip;ation  of  confidence  can  be  infringed  by  pub- 
lishing it.  Believing,  therefore,  that  tbe  publica- 
tion will  be  no  violation  of  confidence,  and  believ- 
ing that  it  will  be  for  the  public  good,  I  shall  vole 
for  it. 

Mr.  Sloan.— I  (hall  aa  decidedly  as  the  gentle- 
man  from  Coonecticnt  vole  against  the  publica- 
tion of  tbe  Message ;  and  on  &  principle  which  it 
behooves  me  never  to  abandon  so  long  as  I  hold  a 
aeat  on  thi^floor.  If  I  understood  any  thing  of  the 
matter,  il  was  communicated  to  the  House  by  the 
President  in  confidence  that  it  would  not  be  pub- 
lisbed  ;  and  if  I  have  any  idea  of  propriety,  it 
ought  to  be  still  kept  seccel,  and  the  reason*  which 
first  made  it  so  atill  continue.  If  we  are  not  Coo- 
stitutionaliy  bound  to  keep  the  c 
made  by  tbe  President  secret,  I  d 
are  under  an  obligation  of  respect  lo  tbe  other 
branches  ef  tbe  Government,  not  to  betray  the  con- 
fidence reposed  in  us;  and  should  this  eommani- 
cation  be  published  the  other  branches  of  tbe  Gov- 
ernment ought  first  to  sanction  it  Such  a  course 
would,  in  my  opinion,  have  a  direct  tendency  ,to 
destroy  our  confidence  in  the  President,  and  oui 
diplomatic  cba racier  abroad. 

Mr.  J.  Raxdolfh.— Before  the  question  is  taken 
I  have  a  few  observations  to  offer  in  addition  to 
those  wbicii  I  sobmitted  the  other  day  oo  the  sut^ 
iect  of  the  secret  proceedings,  to  show  that  the 
Message  of  the  President  ought  lo  be  published, 
not  only  in  justification  of  tie  report  of  the  select 
committee  which  has  been  published, but  in  justice 
lo  tbe  OovernmeDt  itself.  An  attempt  has  been 
made  in  the  public  prints,  and  oo  this  Door,  to  give 
a  color  to  the  proceedings  of  ihe  House,  nben  in 
conclave,  lolally  Joconsisient  with,  and  in  oppo- 
sition to  truth.  It  bas  been  intimated  that  the 
minority  were  in  favor  of  war;  or  by  intimating 
that  the  majority  were  in  favor  of  specific  mea- 
sures, Ihe  inference  baa  been  dimwD  thai  the  mi- 
nority were  in  favor  of  war.  The  fact  is  ibi^- 
and  as  the  Message  uf  the  President  ba^  been  read 
as  a  part  of  the  journal  ordered  to  be  publi8bed,as 
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the  Speaker  and  Clerk  have  attested,  I  will  ander- 
take  to  state  wbat  it  contaiDS.  udIces  pref  enied  by 
the  Chair. 

The  Spejiker  interrupted  Mr.  R.  by  obserTing 
that  such  B  atBTpment  would  not  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Randolph.— I  will  confine  myselC  to  Ktaiing 
that  the  division  of  sentiment  in  the  House,  was 
whether  we  should  have  a  territuTial  accommoda- 
tion of  our  differences  with  Spain,  whether  we 
^  should  have  an  accommodation  which  did  not 
merely  suit  Spain  lod  tis,  or  a  moneyed  accom- 
modation which  neither  suited  us  or  Spain,  but 
Prance.  A  recurrence  to  the  journals  will  show 
this  to  have  been  the  princijiBl  diSerence  that  sub- 
sisted within  the  walls  of  this  House.  There  was 
DO  party  of  men  in  this  House,  or  elsewhere,  in 
favor  of  war — for  I  beg  leave  to  call  gentlemen  on 
the  committee  to  witness  that  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  of  the  select  committee  was,  that  we 
should  neithergire  money  nor  make  war;  but  that 
we  should  dvfend  the  hmfts  of  the  old  United 
States  and  the  territories  acquired  from  Spain. 
Wbat  were  the  facts?  Our  army  was  dispersed 
in  can  ton  men  ts,  God  knows  where.  The  country 
to  be  protected  was  far  removed  from  any  coosid- 
erable  surrouodiog  populalioo^-a  country  which, 
from  the  circumstances  in  which  it  is  placed,  must 
""    1  (he 

lies  from  the  most  conti- 
guous States  to  New  Orleans  were  deputed  to  lake 
possession  of  the  country,  events  proved  that  it 
eould  not  be  defended  by  militia  unles^iodeed  by 
the  militia  of  the  Chickasaws,  the  Creeks,  and 
Choclaws.    It  isnotonly  out  oflTrpm  the  populous 

S.rls  of  the  United  Stales  but  it  is  protruded  into 
e  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  also  surrounded  by  ex- 
tensive marshes,  which  db  not  admit  of  its  being 
defended  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  parts 
of  (he  United  Slates.  So  much  with  regard  to  a 
standing  army.  The  committee  applied  to  the 
bead  of  the  proper  department  to  know  n;hat  force 
would  be  required  to  defend  the  frontiers.  Our 
report  has  been  published.  Why  have  not  the 
letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  bis 
report  been  likewise  published  1  If  the  Executive 
of^tbe  United  States  will  take  upon  itself  the  re- 
sponsibility of  defending  the  country  with  a  single 
granadier,  be  it  so.  But  it  was  said  there  was  not 
snfflcient  force  to  defend  the  country  ;  andSre  we 
DotDow  attempting  by  a  landed  bounty  to  generate 
thisforce?  Thesecircnmstances  proveour  views 
in  committee,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  all 
the  force  we  have  should  have  been  placed  in  the 
Ticinity  of  New  Orleans — that  was  the  weak  point 
which  ou^bl  to  have  been  guarded. 

There  is  another  view  of  the  subjecL  Against 
Spain,  with  whom  we  bad  tried  the  fair  experi- 
ment of  negotiation,  and  which  had  totally  failed. 
we  took  no  manly  altitude ;  while  we  reserved  all 
our  energy  for  Great  Britain,  and  determined  to 
coerce  her  by  prohibiting  the  importation  of  he 
millinery.  Yes, against  Spain,  when  our  negotia 
lions  had  totally  failed,  and  under  circumsimces 
of  disgrace  to  (he  United  States,  we  took  no  man- 
ly ground,  but  begged  her  to  lake  money  ;  while 
with  Qreai  Britain,  with  whom  Degotiation  had 


not  filled,  while  a  negotiation  «u  Itfttkt 
we  declared  ourselves  in  faror  of  ubigg  i  d» 
sive  and  hostile  attitude.  Hereiiibemldir 
ence  of  opinion.  In  the  one  case  m  bid  i  jti 
ing  negociation.  In  the  other  it  h&dbCeiLid 
and  failed.  But  that  is  not  all.  Bsnwi 
bought  Louisiana  from  France,  it  wiscotliM 
that  we  should  be  following  the  oUpctcdml 


offer  to  purchase,  as  a  prelude  to  Defaiiitin^d 
ii  was  declared  thAt  themiseoadactot  tlitS;* 
ish  ageilts  was  unauthorized.  Bat  here  ib  i 
was  completely  reversed.  There  was  ul: 
of  the  misconductof  iheSnniihtgeotsbntn- 
lhorized.  and  negotiation  kadbeeDttlFduitoi 
failed.  There  was  another  diSerisce.  Ii  i» 
case  we  made  a  fiiir  and  honorable  purcbisfrri 
France  who  omned  the  property;  buliolbiit')^ 
we  observed  that  we  were  about  to  a^tiHr 
honorable  purchase  of  a  higbwaymaJiorixijHii  I 
taken  from  its  rightful  owner,  or  to  obutD  b>i- 
viees  to  bully  ii  from  its  rigntful  owoniu'l 
was  known,  the  declaration  had  been ttpfij 
made,  that  a  bigh  officer  of  the  OoTHiatgli'lbt  | 
UniiedSiates.iheheadoftheDepuHMii'^  I 
avowed  that  the  money  was  for  FniiM-  Ww' 
has  the  Hornet  saUed 7  ToCoroMiorwCiJflT 
No.  to  Naniz,  the  high  roai)  to  Pirii  IlniM}  I 
because  there  was  a  party  intheHowiMiipi'™  i 
to  the  honest  acquisition  of  the  PWi^'"''*'  i 
cause  there  was  a  parly  iodisposedio  *("«'''''  . 
at  the  expense  of  the  national  ireMOrt"!"™"' 
(hat  opposition  originated  to  tie  ortsw  l*  | 
have  laTien.  No,  sit,  we  were  noi  form,"  ■ 
were  for  peace— for  acting  on  iioe  p(ili=l,»/* 
principle  of  taking  firmer  ground  ib"!*** 
uken— that  ground  which  we  thooglw  tsiiw 
for;  and  not  for  endeavoring  locurtf  h'f™ 
one  of  the  European  Powers  by  mm^ 
weight  in  her  scale,  and  thus  producini  t*« 
of  quarrel  with  another  nation  Jfltingi!**^ 
negoiiatioD.  This  is  the  fact.  We  UMp* 
meo,  that,  after  France  bad  said,  ifyoiiP"*!" 
one  blow  I  will  give  you  ten  or  two,  I  do  Wi^ 
collect  which,— after  she  had  loW  J^o'fZ 
claims  against  Spain  must  be  abandootl-"" 
she  had  m  the  most  insuttingand  it«ni'^ 
ner  interfered  in  your  differences  wiib  sf* 
that,  under  these  circumstances  to  pal  nioW^ 
thelands  of  France  was  not  enl/  a  vioIiW^ 
your  neutrality  with  Orea!  Btitain;  buiW* 
ground  subsequently  taken  towards  GrtW  ^ 
wasa  moat  dastardly  accommodaiiun  to  IK™: 
of  France,  in  order,  by  puilifij  on  a hw»^_ 


puilinjoi 
tude  to  Qreat  Britain,  to  curry  favc 

-'  "■ ;  and  which  was 


of"ou"rffaii^wrthGieil&i*^ 


neither  of  those  rimiuna — m  .v. 

anger  one  dollar  of  our  rooney-ioresisii^ej^ 
pretensions  of  all.  Thispolicy  wehiveibiw^ 
and  what  is  the  consequence?  fw  » -^ : 
honor  has  received  a  stain  which  all  ib(«^;^ 
the  Potomac  cannot  wash  out.  It ««"  '"J^ 
of  hitlory,  and  cannot  now  be  taken  oB.    i 
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tioD  is  stigBiBtized — it  haEreceired  a  btol,  which 
all  yoar  India  rubber  eaanol  efface. 

Bui  it  has  been  represented  that  1  look  part  with 
the  Spaaish  againal  ibe  Americaa  QorernmeDt  in 
relation  to  the  disputed  terriiorjp  between  (he  Per- 
dido  and  the  Missiasippi.  1  took  part  so  far  as  thia : 
1  did  not  wish  to  see  the  American  honor  sacri- 
ficed in  a  contest  with  Spain.  I  took  part  so  far 
as  to  be  called  a  Spanish  partisan  by  some  gentle- 
men, while  others  charged  me  with  being  wiilinjii 
to  kindle  a  war  with  Spain,  i  stated  Ibaiwe  had 
ne»er  received  copies  of  the  inGiraciions  of  the 
Minister  delegated  to  ne{[otiate  with  the  Spanish 
Oovernment ;  and  that,  if  we  shootd  call  for  the 
documents,  we  should  find  that  the  business,  from 
the  firrit  to  the  last,  bad  been  managed  in  ibe  most 
imbecile  manner.  I  do  not  speak  of  the  negotia- 
tor—God forbid  !— bnt  of  those  who  drew  the  in- 
stroctions  of  the  man  who  negotiated.  We  bought 
Louisiana  from  France,  under  the  terms  of  the 
Treaty  oF  St.  Ildefonso.  According  to  the  Exee- 
utive  und  era  landing,  that  country  extended  to  the 
Perdido  and  the  Rio  Bravo.  We  immediately 
legislated  on  our  first  claim,  and  passed  a  law  erect- 
ing the  bay  and  shores  of  the  Mobile  into  a  reve- 
nue district.  What  was  the  fact  7  That  we  were 
legislating  without  inrormation.  We  had  never 
been  told  that  Laussat  had  been  directed  to  receive 
the  country  only  to  the  Iberville  .and  the  Lakes. 
We  consequently  legislated  in  error,  fur  want  of 
correct  Executive  information.  This  was  the  be- 
ginnins;.  We  then  sent  Commissioners  to  Mad- 
rid. These  Commissioners  bad  various  causes  of 
complaint  a^inst  Spain.  One  was  for  the  injury 
we  had  sustained  from  the  suspension  of  the  right 
of  deposit  at  New  Orleans,  which  has  not  to  inis 
day  been  satisfied;  anolherwas  for  spoliations  com* 
mitted  on  our  commerce  in  the  West  Indies ;  ao- 
olber  for  spoliations  committed  by  Prance;  and 
another  relative  to  boundaries.  We  claimed  to 
the  Rio  Bravo,  but  our  Commissioners  declared 
themselveaready  loagree,  in  case  Spain  ceded  the 
disputed  eonniry  to  th^  east,  that  the  Colorado 
should  ba  the  boundary  line;  and  to  make  even 
this  offer,  our  aeents  were  obliged  to  exceed  their 
instructions.  This  information  is  not  drawn  from 
documents  before  the  House — it  is  not  confiden- 
tial. If  gentlemen  doubt  its  correctness,  let  them 
call  for  official  documents.  We  wanted  the  ter- 
litary  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi,  and  offered  to 

Eay  for  it  with  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi; 
ut  Spain  replies,  That  territory  belongs  lo  me; 
and  as  lam  able  and  willing  to  defend  both,  I  will 
not  give  np  one  Co  pay  for  the  other.  And  so  far 
from  making  the  Colorado  river  a  boundary — be- 
ing a  great  concession,  (he  present  actual  bound- 
ary is.  I  know  not  how  many  hundred  miles  this 
side  of  it.  Could  such  a  negotiation,  thas  con- 
ducted, fail  to  lueeeed?  The  great  wonder  wiih 
me,  is,  that  the  Ministers  of  the  tJnited  States  made 
out  to  continae  their  ezetlions  so  long  as  Ibey 
did,  in  pressing  such  a  proposition.  At  last,  some 
of  the  X,  Y,  and  Z  men  go  to  our  Ministers,  and 
say,  Pat  on  a  hostile  attitude  towards  Spain,  and, 
when  things  are  coming  to  a  rupture,  refer  Spain 
to  our  m«liatioD — give  us  a  round  sum,  and  we 
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will  dictate  the  terms  on  which  an  accommoda* 
tion  shall  take  place.  When  the  fact  came  out, 
a  ^neral  astonishment  prevailed  ;  and  my  worthy 
friend  from  Maryland,  who  no  longer  holds  a  seat 
in  this  Hoase,  told  you  that  he  hoped  in  Qod  the 
negotiation  would  fail.  1  have  said  so  much,  that 
at  least  that  portion  of  the  public  in  our  hearing 
may  be  undeceived  in  respect  to  ibe  proceedings 
of  the  House,  when  in  conclave,  and  may  give  due 
informaiioQ  to  their  constitoenls  when  they  go 
home;  for.  situated  as  we  are,  io  (his  remote  cor- 
nerof  the  Union — in  a  wilderness  and  desert,  with 
but  a  single  press — i(  is  impossible  that  anything 
like  a  correct  transcript  of  our  proceedings  can  go 
to  the  public.  I  make  this  statement,  that  it  may 
be  known  that  we  fell  no  indisposition  to  respect 
the  national  honor,  either  as  to  Britain  or  Spain, 
and  thai  we  were  for  no  half-way  measnres  with 
either  nation.  We  were  willing  to  try  negotiation 
with  Britain,  and  when  that  had  failed,  we  were 
willing  to  go  to  Ihe  requisite  lenglh. 

I  hope,  for  the  honor  of  the  Eiecudve  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Stales,  the  Mes^ge  of  the 
President  will  be  published.  Wiih  regard  to  anj 
effect  it  may  have  on  the  negotiations  at  Paris,  it 
is  the  most  idle  thing  in  ths  world  lo  talk  of  any 
effect  being  produced  there  by  anything  but 
money.  They  will  look  at  your  cash — it  it  is 
enough  yoD  will  have  your  business  done  ;  if  not, 
it  will  not  be  done.  On  ibis  point,  I  will  add  a 
sinffle  word.  I  am  prepared  to  hear  it  said  that, 
if  Ihis  negotiation  fails,  it  will  be  in  consequence 
of  the  secret  journal  being  published.  But  it  re- 
quires no  wizard  lo  foretell  thai  it  will  fail.  It 
must.  The  batlle  at  Austerlitz  has  settled  that 
question.  It  cannot  succeed.  I[  is  impossible; 
and,  were  it  possible,  the  success  of  the  negotia- 
tion would  depend  on  nothing  done  in  this  House, 
save  the  sum  of  money  given  to  France  to  com- 
pel Spain  lo  do  so  and  so.  What  will  be  the  con- 
sequence of  yotir  measures  1  It  there  shall  be  a 
peace  in  Europe,  you  will  expect  a  strong  Span- 
ish squadron,  aided  perhaps  by  a  French  force,  in 
the  bay  of  Peosacola,  and  you  may  be  glad  to  gel 
off  with  a  loss  of  two  millions — you  may  be  gfad 
to  get  off  with  a  loss  of  twenty  millions.  France 
sold  Louisiana  lo  the  United  States  for  so  many 
millions ;  t3,750,000  of  which  were  lo  be  paid  to 
oui  citizens.  We  hare  been  gulled  out  of  that. 
But  the  last  thing  that  has  entered  into  tbe  mind 
of  France  is  to  settle  anythinK  definite  with  fixed 
metes  and  boundaries.  Her  object  is  to  deal  with 
you  for  money.  She  means  to  sell  by  the  degree, 
and  every  lime  you  apply  to  her  for  a  settlement 
of  boundaries,  she  will  call  upon  yon  for  more 
money.     We  were  indisposed  to  give  into  these 

Mr.  FiNDLBY  said,  that  the  que.ition  before  the 
House  was  only  amotion  for  amending  the  secret 
journal  from  which  the  injunction  of  secrecy  was 
taken  off,  by  inserting  the  President's  confidential 
communication.  Yet,  by  attending  to  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ran- 
dolph.) it  would  appear  that  he  was  engaged  in 
supporting  articles  of  impeachment  against  the 
high  officers  of  tbe  Government,  and  not  against 
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Ihsmodljr,  butalsoOEsiaita  respeclabte  majority 
of  Ibis  House,  as  if  ne  had  beeo  veiieil  with  aii- 
tboritf  to  censDre  and  denouBce  their  legislative 
measares  on  tbejr  owa  floor,  when  the  subjects 
were  no  iaogei  before  the  House. 
But,  Mr.  Speaker,  no  motion  has  been  laid  on 

Eour  table  for  impeaching  the  conduct  of  these 
igh  Executive  officers,  nor  can  any  motion  be 
admitted  to  eoable  a  member  of  tbe  minority  to 
iispeaeh  tbe  toajority.  It  is  contrary  to  good  or- 
der, it  is  an  outrage  on  decency,  to  defame  the 
ebaracter,  or  impeub  the  conduct,  in  this  way,  of 
public  officers  or  citizens  on  (bis  floor,  where  they 
GBDaot  auswer  for  [bemselTea.  It  has  oever  been 
admitted  in  olhei  public  bodies  in  the  United 
States,  nor  in  Congrees,  till  it  was  introduced  hj 
the  member  from  Virginia  ;  and,  fortuaately,  it 
is  peculiar  to  him  alone  to  entertain  the  Houte 
with  (ales  brought  from  out  of  doors,  or  from  the 
wbitpen  behind  our  bar,  and  with  unsupported 
slanders  on  the  Administration,  and  officers  of  the 
Ovrernment 

This  is  not  the  first  time  he  (Mr.  RJ  has  mt- 
tecbed  the  respectable  character  of  the  Secretary 
of  Sute  in  this  rude  msoner  on  this  floor.  This 
tnanner  of  doiog  it  is  entirely  improper.  If  Mr. 
R.  had  a  charge  against  him,  he  ought  to  hare 
moved  for  an  inquiry  iuio  the  conduct  of  that 
high  officer,  as  had  been  done  not  long  since  with 
another  respectable  bead  of  a  Department;  but 
this  would  not  have  answered  the  gcntlemau's 
purpoeea  of  slander.  The  Secretary  of  State 
would  Imtc  had  the  opportunity  of  defending  his 
own  character. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  is  the  charge  for  which 
tike  Secretary  i*  so  vehemently  deoouDeed  1  It 
is  some  sentences  of  a  confidential  conversation, 
told  in  Mr.  R.'s  own  mauner.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
that  (hst  gentleman  is  in  the  habit  of  entertaining 
the  House  with  scraps  of  coafidential  conversa- 
tions, but  surely  he  knows  that  (he  Hoiue  cannot 
take  his  sutements  for  vouchers.  He  knows,  and 
this  House  knows,  that  be  has  already  had  to  cor- 
rect on  this  floor  asla(en)ec(  which  he  had  rudely 
made,  of  [Mrt  of  a  confidential  conversation  he 
had  had  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  but 
even  the  correction  is  justly  presumed  to  have  been 
defective ;  it  was  not  the  whole  truth.  The  House 
doc*  not  receive  the  assertion  of  any  member,  ' 
•tead  of  vouchers,  not  even  on  a  motion  for 
peachment,  or  a  complaint  of  contempt.  In  such 
oa«es,  testimony  is  required.  When  the  geotle- 
man's  habits,  in  this  House,'  are  considered,  and 
the  evident  reseniment  which  he  declares  (o  be 
irreconcilable,  and  which  he  expresses  in  a  manner 
not  (o  be  mistaken,  against  the  Secretary  of  State, 
we  are  justified  not  only  in  receiving  his  asser- 
tions with  some  abatement  of  confidence,  bat  with 
suspicion. 

Mr.  F.  said,  (he  gentleman  from  Virginia  has 
this  day,  as  on  former  days,  said  a  great  deal  about 
France;  that  we  were  about  (o  give  money  to 
France ;  to  give  a  bribe  to  France,  dtc.  Does  the 
gentleman  dream  about  France  at  oighls,  and 
tail  his  dreams  in  this  House  in  days,  or  is 
uaagiaation  always  in  a  dreaming  stale?    If 


are  to  judge  from  tbe  >desultoriiiess  of  hb  arga- 
ments,  perpetually  wandering  from  the  sobject 
before  the  House,  dragging  in  eabjeets  iba[liare 
no  bearing  on  the  question,  flying  ffoia  <mtmb- 
ject  to  another,  without  conerenee;  we  autht 
jnsily  presume  that  the  last  and  manyotherolhii 
argnments  were  the  dreaming efiusioau  oTa  viiii 
imagination,  highly  diaordern). 

Mr.  F.,  taking  the  secret  Joarnals,  now  meii 
public,  in  his  band,  re«d  the  reaoliitioB  agreed  m 
with  shut  doors,  declaring  Aat  the  approfctaliga 
was  made  toward  <lefraying  th«  expense  vfaiek 
majr  be  inencred  in  the  pnrchasa  of  ilw  Sftaak 
lerriioriw  lying  on  the  Atlantie  occaa  aid  the 
Qutf  oi  Mexico,  and  eaBtward  of  tbe  "'""TT 
This  retolutioD,  he  said,  was  the  foaadatka  d  ik* 
bill  now  enacted  into  a  law,  with  Bocfc  a  ehaage 
of  language,  as  has  been  osoaJlf  made  hitherto  ia 
such  cases  leapecting  our  farcigti  rdaaoni.  Mr. 
F.  turned  to  another  reaolulioti,  aio*e4  and  top- 
ported  and  voted  for  bf  the  gentlemKD  fron  Vir- 
ginia himself,  authorizing'  the  Preaideat  to  aiike 
a  settlement  of  existing  differeneea  benveeo  tbe 
United  SutBs  and  tbe  Court  of  Madrid,  bynai- 
ing  an  nrnngemeDt  between  the  two  ftivem- 
ments,  which  shall  secure  an  ample  kaitiei  to 
Spain  on  the  side  of  Mexico,  and  to  the  Uailed 
Stales  the  countries  waterod  by  tlw  HtaasHpia, 
)  the  eastward  of  it.  Both  these  rMo^otiow 
carried  to  tbe  President,  agre^iUy  lo  the 
order  of  the  House,  by  tbe  ^ntlenaa  bam  Vir- 
ginia bimseir  and  another  meaaber. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  voted  against  the  seeaad  reralor 
tion,  because  the  subject  belonged  to  the  treaty- 
making  power,  over  which  the  Hoeae  bad  no 
control,  except  where  piant*  of  moaey  wen  re- 
quired ;  but  it  was  carried,  and  it  was  Mi.  R.  wb« 
K pared,  moved,  sup^rted,  aad  presented  u  (he 
tsident  boih  reaotuiioBa.  TbeaaoMgeaileBaa 
who  has  so  frequeuly,  on  tUi  floor,  ia  buievenes 
about  France,  asserted  that  ^cre  was  no  Spvn, 
no  P^*^"^  '''*'  Spain  was  ia  Piawec^  ftc.  and, 
on  this  wild  aasertJon,  hq  gronnds  his  tiiU  more 
wild  assertions,  that  we  are  giring  laoaey  for  a 
bribe  to  France.  Does  he  nerar  rcdeei,  in  his 
dreams,  that  he  has  given  from  ander  Itis  own 
hand,  confirmed  by  his  official  vote  in  ifee  fioas^ 
that  there  isa  Spam  with  whom  the  Uaited  Sutes 
shoold  make  an  exchange  of  territory,  and  to 
whom  we  ought  to  grant  an  amfde  hanicr  on  the 
side  of  Mexico;  that  ittere  is  a  Conn  of  Madrid 
with  whom  it  is  e<Hnpetent  for  the  United  States 
to  make  arrangement*  T  There  is  not  a  word 
about  France  in  either  of  the  reaolatians,  aor  in 
the  law,  nor  in  any  part  of  the  procee4ia0.  This 
ii  evident  to  every  ciliseu  who  reads  the  Joumah 
of  the  secret  proceedings.  Mr.  F.  aaked,  bow 
will  the  gentleman  reconcile  his  frequent  anid  boU 
asserlioce,  that  there  was  no  Spain,  no  Spaniik 
(erritory,  Ac.,  with  his  deliberate  and  solemn oC- 
ciai  act  directly  in  opposition  to  hia  asaenirail 
How,  at  this  time,  with  these  Journals  bttin 
him,  could  be  hare  the  eflronlery  to  declare  tbat 
the  United  States  were  irrecoTerably  dirtoMRd 
by  these  transactions  1 
But,  he  says,  in  proof  of  thisaaBertioii,tktttha 
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skip  with  tbeiaitrnctiDnB,  &c.,hB8g;onetoNBateB, 
in  France,  iasiead  of  Corunna  in  Spain.  What 
sort  of  proof  is  this?  Whr  did  he  not  teil  the 
whole  iruib?  Wbr  did  he  not  tell  the  Honse 
that  the  ship  carried  the  appoiotraeat  nf  EnTOf 
BztrsordiDaiy,  and  iailraciioDs  to  our  Miniitet  at 
the  CoBrt  of  France,  to  go  to  the  Coarl  of  Spain 
to  assist  our  MiDisCers  at  Madrid,  in  negotiating 
ai  ihal  Court,  asreeably  to  the  geDllemab's  own 
resoluiioD,  and  toe  taw  passed  for  that pnrpose  by 
CoDgressi  No.  So  muob  candor  woold  not  have 
answerei]  the  gentlemaa'3  parpotes. 

But  a  few  oays  since,  that  gentleman  informed 
the  House  thai  the  ship  bad  sailed,  and  taken  the 
money  with  her  before  the  apjMropriatioo  was 
made,  iu;.  Presently,  it  got  ioto  the  newapaperi. 
that  a  great  many  tons  of  specie,  be  belJeTed 
abare  aixiy,  were  carried  away  in  that  ship. 
Every  member  who  understaod  the  sabject  knew 
that  the  aMertion  was  wholly  unfounded.  They 
knew  that  mooar  was  never  sent  in  this  way  for 
such  purposes.  They  knew  that  the  abject  was 
always  accompliahed  by  {Hoviding  a  credit  for 
bills  to  be  drawn  when  ihe  negotiation  waa  com- 
pleted. That  ibis  was  the  case  at  iwesent,  any 
member  may  be  inroriaed  by  inquiring  at  the 
proper  souice;  but  he  would  take  no  notice  (rf 
several  other  such  misreprewntations,  calculated 
to  impose  on  the  Hoase,  and  to  occasion  falu- 
hoods  [0  be  published  in  the  newspaper*. 

Mr.  F.  said,  that  he  was  opposed  to  publishtac 
the  secret  Journals,  though  he  knew  they  would 
operate  to  correct  oumetooa  unfair  allusions  that 
bad  been  made  to  them  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  on  some  occasions  with  open  doors,  that 
tbey  would  convince  the  citizens  that  the  proceed' 
ings  with  respect  to  Spain  had  no  analogr  to  or 
bearioson.  our  commercial  relations  wi tit  6ri tain, 
and  ^1  show  what  cooGdence  is  to  be  placed  in 
the  gentleman's  assertions.  But  the  unprecedent- 
ed publication,  notonly  white  the  negotiation  was 
depeading,  but  before  it  bad  commenced,  being 
calculate  to  defeat  it,  agreeably  to  thegentle- 
mao's  wiab,  so  freqaeatly  expressed,  be  (Mr.  F.) 
voted  against  taking  off  [he  iojunction  of  leerecy 
until  iJie  i:ieue  of  the  negotiation  waa  known, 
agreeably  to  all  former  precedents  in  similar  cai 
He  said  be  would  also  vote  against  publishing 
President's  communications,  not  only  becaosethe 
design  was  to  defeat  the  negotiatian,  bat  to  de- 
Etioy  confidence  between  the  Ezecutire       '    ' 

Legislataie,  and  between  onr  Qovemm 

foreign  nations;  but,  for  this  reason,  he  said,  he 
would  wish  them  published,  to  correct  tbe  dlior- 
dert  y  misrepreseaiatioos  made  of  them  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  on  the  floor. 

Mr.  F.  said,  tbe  gentleman  has  charged  tbe 
majoiity  of  this  House  with  giving  money  to  pur- 
chase peace  with  Spain,  who  refused  to  negMiate 
with  us,  and  took  measures  that  would  lead  to 
war  wiib  Great  Britain,  while  negotiation  with 
that  nation  was  depending.  Ur.  Speaker,  the 
gentleman  gives  a  mistaken  view  of  the  case. 
With  Spain  there  was  no  negotiation  depending 
for  th«  purchase  of  Florida.  A  negotiation  h»a 
taken  putee  about  settling  the  bouodafies  of  Lou- 


isiana ;  but  the  parties  had  differed  in  opinion. 
Tbe  President  might  have  very  properly  negotia- 
ted for  the  par(^ase  of  the  territory  so  very  do- 
sirable  to  us,  and  might  have  laid  the  treaty  before 
Congress  for  their  approbation  and  provision ;  and 
so  dmng,  have  tnrown  tbe  responsibility  on 
em.    But  he,  no  doubt  for  good  reasons,  ehot« 
have  the  approbation  of  Congress,  and  provia- 
1  for  the  object  before  he  commenced  the  nejKW 
ition.     This  be  has  obtained,  but  not  in  timeiM 
the  negotiation  to  have  yet  been  begun. 

It  is  well  known  that,  with  respect  to  the  im- 
pressneDt  of  our  seamen,  a  real  and  uneauivoeal 
act  of  hostility,  negotiation  hat  been  attempted 
with  Britain  during  the  whole  course  of  the  former 
and  present  European  war,  but  without  rStct, 
Atone  period  it  leeiDed  to  be  afrreed  npon;  but 
it  was  afterwards  clogged  with  inadmissible  ex- 
ceptions. Last  summer,  after  the  new  and  rnin- 
ous  aggressions  on  our  commerce  had  been  author- 
ized, the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  tbe 
Court  of  London,  after  other  attempts  to  negotiate 
had  failed,  gars  into  that  Court  a  sensiMe  and 
spirited  memorial,  to  which  no  answer  was  given 
when  we  received  the  latest  information.  Tbete- 
fnte  the  whole  extent  of  negotiation  with  Brit- 
ain on  those  subjects  amounts  to  this,  that  the 
United  Slates  perseveringly  eodeavored  to  nego- 
and  Qrett  Britain  as  perseveringly  declined 
iatioa.  Mr.  F  concladed  by  sayii^,  that  as 
he^faad  no  intention  when  he  rose  to  follow  the 
gentleman  through  all  bis  extravagant  wander- 
inn,  he  would  detain  tbe  House  no  longer. 

Mr.  Fi8K. — I  shall,  with  some  reluctance,  vote 
.nioat  amending  tbe  Journal.  It  is  my  wish,  at 
aU  times,  to  bring  before  the  pnblic  eye  whatever 
is  done  by  its  pnuio  agents,  whenever  the  good 
of  the  country  admits  of  it  1  conceive,  however, 
'lis  communication  to  be  eonfidentlal,  and  that  it 
rould  involve  a  breach  of  faith  to  the  other  de- 
partments now  to  publish  it.  We  are  told  to-day, 
tor  our  aonsoUtion,  that  some  members  have  voted 
with  tbeii  eyes  open  to  truckle  to  France,  in  order 
to  coerce  Spain,  and  that  others  have  voted  to  tire 
same  effect  igoorantly.  I,  however,  atn  one  of 
those  who  remain  obstinate  in  my  conviction,  in 
spite  of  all  the  information  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  I  believe  we  have  acted  as  our  duty 
required,  and  a^  justice  to  our  constituents  de- 
manded. We  arc  asked  what  Is  the  situation  of 
this  couatry  with  regard  to  Spain  and  Oreat  Brit- 
ain, and  wbere  the  injury  towards  us  llesi  Is  it 
with  Spain?  tf  the  gentleman  from  Virgitiia 
speaks  tne  truth,  we  have  no  ground  of  complaiot 
against  Spain  as  to  territorial  aggreasioD*! ;  for,  it 
will  be  recollected,  that  that  gentleman,  when 
our  doors  were  shiK,  said  that  the  boundary  line 
claimed  by  Spain  was  on  this  side  of  the  country 
where  those  asgressions  took  place,  and  that, 
when  the  oegotlaiioo  took  place  between  France 
and  the  United  States,  Spain  entered  a  caveat 
against  our  acquiring  ibis  country)  and,  in  his 
opinion,  by  the  treaty  with  France,  we  acquired 
DO  territory  east  of  the  Iberville.  There  wan,  it 
is  true,  an  outrage  committed  by  officers  of  Spain 
wiihia  tbe  acknowledged  juritdictioo  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  StalEB.  But  wbat  are  the  facts  ftttending  this 
■Sairl  Tbe  momenl  re  present*  lion  waa  made  lo 
the  GoveiaoT  of  the  Floridaa,  lie  declared  the  ag:- 
irreBsiaD  uniulhorized,  and  promiaed  to  make  a 
loli  and  Elricl  iuquirf  inlo  the  circumstaticea  at- 
tending it.  Does  this  look  like  settled  hoHtUiljron 
the  part  of  Spain  1  No,  it  ought  to  be  received 
■a  a  sufficient  disavowaE  of  any  such  hosiile  in- 
tention. Tbia  informalioD  we  have  from  official 
documents  on  our  lablea.  Let  me  now  ask,  what 
uour  nituation  reletlTe  to  Qreat  Britain?  Has 
■he  not  cDinmitted  lawleaa  aggreisions  on  our 
comiaerce,  and  continued  to  impress  our  seamen 
foi  years  past?  Under  these  eircumstances,  what 
ougnt  to  be  the  policy  of  ihia  OoTernmenl'? 
Ougbt  we  forthwith  to  declare  war  aeainat  Spain 
while  we  negoiiate  with  Qreat  Britain?  The 
.  ^lleman  from  Virginia  sajrs  he  ia  not  for  declar- 
ing war  against  Spain ;  but  the  resolution  which 
he  proposed  coniained  a  proposition  lor  raising  a 
number  of  troops  lo  repel  the  a^reasions  of  Span- 
jah  subjects.     Let  me  ask,  then,  whether  it  is 

Erobable  that  the  raising  additiaual  troops  would 
e  less  likely  to  produce  war  than  a  mere  com- 
mercial i^gutation  1  But  it  is  said  that  Spain  is 
under  tbe  control  of  France;  that  she  is  indeed 
in  a  stale  of  bondage  to  France,  and  it  ia  inquired 
whether  it  would  Be  just  to  receive  thia  country 
from  a  Goveinment  in  such  a.  state  of  rassalage? 
But  if  Spain  is  in  thia  slate,  are  we  therefore  to 
lenonnce  our  own  interest?  Or,  is  our  obligation 
to  pursue  that  interest,  bj  the  means  in  our  power, 
to  be  lessened  1  If  Spam  sees  fit  to  suffer  herself 
to  be  controlled  by  France,  I  atn  not  one  of  those 
who  are  for  crossing  the  water  to  be  the  guardian 
of  her  rights.  I  am  not  so  much  of  a  republican 
.yet.  In  this  country  this  species  of  republican- 
ism belooga  exclusirely  to  that  gentleman,  thjugh 
he  has  not  tbe  honor  of  being  the  original  in- 
Teutor.  The  depots  of  Europe  bare  long  under- 
stood it.  The  Emperors  of  Germany  and  Rus- 
sia, with  the  King  of  Prussia,  were  actuated  by 
it  in  the  conquest  aud  division  of  Poland,  and  tbe 
■arae  would  have  led  us  to  war  with  Spain,  and 
a  conquest  of  the  Florida*.  It  is  said  to  be  abso' 
lutelv  necesnary  to  raise  an  army,  as  the  frontiers 
could  not  be  defended  by  militia!  Bui  I  believe 
ihal  this  is  not  true.  I  believe,  on  the  contrary, 
that  the  militia  are  able  and  ready  to  defend  the 
country  whenever  it  shall  be  in  danger.  As  to 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  we  are  told  we 
have  assumed  a  boslile  attitude  to  her.  How? 
By  barely  going  into  commercial  regulations? 
Have  we  not  a  right  to  do  thia — and  has  Great 
Britain  a  right  ig  complain  of  what  she  herself 
daily  practises  ?  But  Uie  gentleman,  it  seems,  is 
principally  against  the  neggliation  -  -  ■ 
because  of  the  effect  it  will  have  o 
with  Great  Britain. 

It  seems,  then,  that  the  gpntleman  is  not  dis- 
posed to  shrink  from  war  when  it  would  carry 
him  to  bis  true  point.  With  Great  Britain  he 
sees  war  in  all  its  horror* ;  hut  when  we  come  to 
Spain,  he  says  that,  unlcM  we  toke  hostile  meaa- 
ares  towards  her.  Great  Britain  will  take  umbrage. 
.  Tbe  gentleman  says,  that  he  and  his  friends  wish, 


irith  Spain, 
.  our  affairs 


and  are  perfeeily  ready  toTesistthewrretsiuitf 
both  Powers.  But  let  me  ask  bow?  Whrasttti- 
urea  were  proposed  to  be  tiken  with  Gnsi  Bit 
ain,  he  deprecated  her  power  aud  ihediogerafi 
conSict  with  her ;  with  a  prophetic  iptrii  ui  k 
glowing  colors,  he  painted  the  dismal  stat-x 
coasts  invaded,  our  towns  in  flameSjUdaiitci 
zens  ilviog  to  the  mauntains  for  shtlier.  SkmU 
we  realize  this  prediction,  I  can  tell  the  gmlnH 
for  his  consolation,  that  undoubtedly  somtw 
dian  British  aneel  will  protect  him  liim  km. 
aud,  by  the  hand,  conduct  bim  from  thcMnai^ 
destrnction  to  some  place  of  safety. 

I  was  really  at  a  loss  to  discoTci  liie  rami 
the  gentleman,  when  he  brought  Eoofttnin 
view  the  egregious  folly.  weakDesa,orwicMiA 
of  one  of  tbe  heads  of'  departmenis.  At  no; 
turn  of  his  discourse  we  met  with  a  ckd^ 
against,  or  a  denunciation  of  this  officer.  If  An 
is  any  iralh  in  the  charges  he  faai  pcefenritf 
ought  to  brin^  them  fairly  before  the  Hovod 
institute  an  inquiry.  But  la  assaall  itr  cbu- 
acter  of  a  man  in  thisside  way,  isapie«iftfi- 
elty  and  breach  of  good  conduct,  wtiiei«{ti 
not  to  be  suffered.  If  that  character  be  riUif, 
his  conduct  oughi  to  be  properly  inqniol  iiU'i 
but  I  fear  that  the  gentleman  from  fittii^ii 
these  remarks,  had  a  different  view.  Tfcoitfl 
day  much  was  said  by  thatgenileniH,(^(i<^ 
way  house.  1  believe  that  he  he  oien.f'"' 
ideas  on  thia  subject  in  bis  own  bmim"''"' 
being  any  longer  able  to  keep  iheiD,^»^ 
Tulged  them  to  the  House.  1  will  "P^" 
the  only  man  whom  I  have  beard  sayn™* 
tbe  subject. 

The  present  question  is  to  publiih  tot  ™°^ 
of  the  President.  This  once  effected,  (Hl»'«- 
nmenis  may  be  called  for.  We!hallbe»M» 
it  will  be  incomplete  without  the  docomeii^ 
our  foreign  agents.  I  believe  ihiitob£tlli|^ 
of  one  and  the  same  system,  the  efetofn" 
will  be  to  destroy  the  harmony  essentiilw* 
Government  When  the  President  nuM  i* 
communication  to  the  two  Houses,  he  ioW« 
us  that  it  would  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  P'^"': 
communicate  it  lo  the  public  while  gnu  «* 
a&irs  were  depending;  nor  would  we  be  "^ 
ized  to  do  it,  in  my  opinion,  wiihooi  '"J^TJ 
theother  branch  of  the  Legislatore.  l'»?*r!, 
impressions  I  am  decidedly  against  pnUiu^ 
at  present.  ,    ,.i, 

I  have  heard  with  regret  tbe  remuii  "^ 

Sentleman  from  Virginia  made  this  sad  tw"^ 
ays  and  particularly  the  dennnciatlonot» 
our  beads  of  departments,  relatiw  to  a  piMJ^ 
which  we  have  just  reaaon  to  adiniie,  * 
ipecting  a  man  who  has  served  his  '"""jL, 
itiirty  years  in  various  high  stations.  I  «" 
very  different  opinion  on  this  point  fton"'!- 
Ueman  from  Virginia.  My  confidenMHi>»«^ 
ken  in  the  genifeman  he  denoonceJi  Mf  " 
believe  the  confidence  of  the  ntuon  is  sbu* 
Mr.  G.  W.  CAMPBBLL.~Before  the  <|tt«"" 
taken,  I  will  lake  the  liberty  of  '0^03'""^'^ 
remarks  to  tbe  House.  I  un.'ersitnd  the  qw^ 
10  be,  to  inaert  the  Message  of  the  Pwd"' 
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the  6tfa  December,  in  the  Jonnml.  In  the  re- 
marks which  have  been  made  on  the  qnestion, 
the  proceedings  of  the  HoDse  while  in  secret  sil- 
ting bitve  been  brought  into  view.  I  was  op- 
posed to  making  those  proceedings  public ;  1 
thought  then,  and  I  still  think,  that  we  were  there- 
by commillinK  the  honor  of  the  nation.  I  did 
think,  when  the  majority  had  sanctioned  a  nego- 
tiation, that  no  measure  calculated  to  frustrate  it 
should  have  been  taken,  until  the  negotiation  bad 
been  fairly  tried.  It  was  for  this  reason  I  was 
opposed  to  removing  the  injunction  of  secrecy ; 
and  not  because  I  was  unwilling  that  the  people 
of  this  country  should  be  made  acquainlea  with 
the  proceedings  which  took  place  in  this  House 
with  closed  doors.  My  object  was  to  prerent 
the  inlerference  of  foreign  nations,  who  might 
feel  an  interest  in  defeating  the  measure.  The 
public  will  judge  of  the  propriety,  under  these 
circumstances,  of  making  these  proceedings  pub- 
lic. Bat  as  a  part  (it  them  has  been  made  public, 
I  wish  the  whole  could  be  made  so,  consistent 
with  the  interest  of  the  nation  ;  thoosh  I  enter- 
taiit  stroncr  doubts  of  the  propriety  oi  the  mea- 
sure, I  shall  not,  however,  oppose  tbe  motion  be- 
fore yon.  But.  before  tbe  qnestion  is  taken,  I  beg 
leave  lo  remark,  thai  so  far  as  relates  to  tne  ol^ 
■ervations  between  tbe  gentleman  from  Tirfinia, 
{Mt.  Randolph,)  and  the  head  of  one  o?  tbe 
aepariments  of  this  Qovernment,  they  have  noth- 
ing to  do  wilh  this  business ;  and  they  can  have  no 
influence  on  the  decisions  of  this  Houie.  I  did 
not  expect  lo  have  heard  any  such  conversation 
ititrodueed  on  this  floor.  We  did  not  come  here 
lo  hear  such  conservation  or  to  act  upon  comrDii- 
nicatiouK  of  that  kind.  What  may  be  the  private 
opinions  of  a  particular  head  of  department,  it  if 
not  for  this  House  to  know;  they  cannot  officially 
eome  before  as ;  we  hare  nothing  to  do  wilh  them. 
It  is  said,  sir,  that  B  certain  connntini cation 
which  was  calculated  to  affect  our  votes  relative 
to  the  bill  making  approprialloDS  for  the  purchase 
x>f  the  Floridas,  was  detained  some  weeks  after 
it  was  received  from  our  Minister  abroad,  before 
it  was  laid  before  ds.  I  fay.  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
DO  comnnioicalion  made  to  inis  House  was  cal- 
culated, in  my  opinion,  to  alter  the  votes  of  the 
members  of  tbe  House  on  that  subject — certainly 
none  that  woold  have  changed  mine;  but  whe- 
ther that  commnnicatioti  was  or  was  not  made 
to  us  in  due  time  after  it  was  received,  I  do  not 

Eretend  to  say.    I  do  not  know,  however,  that  we 
are  any  claim  to  it  from  the  head  of  depart- 
ment.   It  was  not  hie  duly  to  communicate  It  to 
iis,  that  belonced  to  the  Executive ;  and  why  the 
circumstance  tuts  been  mentioned  here,  1  cant 
pretend  to  sav.    With  regard  to  some  other  : 
marks  made  by  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvan 
(Mr.  J.  Clay,)  I  think  it  proper  lo  state  thai  thi 
IS  no  communication  before  this  House  which 
anlborizes  ihe  assertion  that  a  threat  has  been 
made  by  France  against  the  United  Slates.  I  deni 
sir,  that  tbere  is  any  document  which,  if  proper! 
understood,  can  be  construed  to  have  such  a  mean 
ing.     I  say,  likewise,  that  there  is  no  documen 
before  the  House  which  aatborizes  the  assertioi 


that  France  told  ns,  if  yon  give  Spain  one  blow 
we  will  give  you  ten  or  two,  as  etnted  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph.) 
such  expression,  nor  any  other  that 
enance  ibe  idea.  France  was  not 
brought  into  the  question  as  being  concerned  in 
our  diflerences  with  Spain.  She  has,  indeed, 
been  lugsed  in,  in  the  place  of  argument;  and 
we  have  been  charged  with  truckling  to  France, 
when  in  all  our  proceedings  the  name  of  Francs 
hardly  ever  been  raeniioned,  except  by  gen- 
tlemen in  debate  who  will  not  admit  that  Spain 
exists  as  a  nation,  I  deem  it  proper  also,  to 
say,  that  the  assertion  that  any  member  of  this 
House  voted  for  a  measure  calculated  to  bribe 
ine  nation,  to  induce  another  to  give  up  her 
ighiful  property,  so  far  as  it  may  ^  applied  to 
ne,  is  wilhoat  foundation,  and  not  authorized  by 
loy  act  of  mine,  and  that  no  man  will  undertake 
to  say  so.  The  word  bribery  ought  not,  indeed,  to 
the  walls  of  this  House,  as  applicable  to  any 
)  measures  or  proceedings.  It  will,  Mr. 
Speaker,  appear  from  the  Journals  of  the  House, 
iw  made  public,  who  have  or  have  not  support' 
the  interest  of  this  country  :  who  are  willing 
!Upport  just  measures  calculated  to  maintain 


also  appear  who  they  are,  whose  proceedinga 
tend  to  embarrass  ibe  nation,  to  bring  ibe  Oov- 
ernmetit  into  contempt,  to  produce  schism,  and  to 
impair  the  confidence  of  Ihe  nation  in  the  Admia- 
ittralion,  at  a  time  when  I  believe  it  is  as  high  as 
it  ever  was ;  and,  I  apprehend,  deservedly  so.  I 
believe,  too,  the  nation  will  not  he  found  ready  to 
withdraw  that  well-placed  confidence  from  the 
head  of  department  who  has  been  denounced  in 
this  HoDse.  It  will  appear,  too,  who  have  taken 
measures  calculated  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the 
Union,  and  to  produce  an  alarm  of  danger  for 
which  there  is  no  foundation.  I  solemnly  wish 
that  not  only  the  Message  of  the  President,  but 
every  document,  and  every  word  uttered  in  secret 
might  be  made  known  to  the  people,  I  wish  it, 
because  I  think  it  would  not  then  be  practicable 
to  impose  on  the  nation  by  a  coloring  given  to 
those  proceedings,  unauthorized  by  the  facts  that 
took  ^lace. 

I  will  state  to  the  House,  while  I  am  up,  that  I 
voted  against  increasing  the  army,  becatise  I  be- 
lieved that  no  emergency  existed  lo  require  it.  I 
saw  DO  call  for  ii,  either  in  the  information 
contained  in  the  public  Message,  or  in  the  olhei 
communications  made  to  the  House.  In  the  pub- 
lic Message,  we  were  told  that  Congress  would, 
in  the  course  of  the  session,  be  enabled  to  deter- 
mine whether  it  would  be  necessary  to  increase 
our  land  force,  by  the  events  which  would  prob- 
ably take  place.  No  events  had  taken  place,  when 
the  measure  in  question  was  before  the  Honse, 
that  changed  the  former  state  of  things.  It  was 
also  my  opinion  that  we  ought  not,  on  every  trivial 
occasion,  to  increase  our  present  Military  Estab- 
lishment, and  abandon  tbe  groaad  we  had  taken, 
of  reducing  the  number  ot  our  regular  forcea^ 
acting  on  tue  principle  that  standing  armies  are 
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daoMrona  to  liberty,  and  are  the  moit  f«tal  scottri^e 
in  ine  bands  of  an  usurper  or  a  despot.  Oa  this 
ground  I  have  been  slwaya  opposed  to  tbem,  and 
ever  shall  be,  unless  an  extnordiaaiy  emer^ocy 
■bould  render  it  iuditpenuble  to  resort  to  them. 
I  was  of  opioioD  ibat,  even  au  an  emergeucy,  the 
militia  were,  io  the  first  instance,  to  t«  resorted 
lo,  not  only  as  tbe  Const iiuiional,  hut  as  the  most 
competent  and  safe  defence  that  we  could  pro 
vide.  1  know  of  no  reason  why  we  should  think 
them  not. con)  pet  em,  as  we  have  always  heretofore 
found  tbem  to  be  so.  For  these  reasons, a mongat 
oibetii,  I  was  opposed  lo  an  incrfate  of  the  army. 
I  was  alFO  induced  to  be  of  this  opinion  from  tbe 
docomenti  on  your  table,  from  which  it  did  not 
appear  to  me  that  Spain  had  any  serious  intention 
to  commit  boetilities  afiainst  the  United  Slates,  or 
ibai  her  GoTernmenl.  or  commanding  officers,  had 
authorized  any  in  the  territory  of  which  we  bad 
taken  possession.  The  incoDveniences,  with  re- 
gard to  our  undefined  limits,  and  the  embarraia- 
nents  attendioE  tbe  passage  of  our  commerce 
down  the  Hobile,  together  with  the  necesiiiy  of 
having  those  other  aifierences  existing  between 
as  and  Spain  amicably  adjusted,  induced  me  to 
TOte  for  the  principal  measure,  adopted  by  this 
Bouse  wiib  closed  doors.  I  voted,  sir,  for  the  ap- 
propriation of  two  million  of  dollars,  to  autborize 
tbe  Executive  to  negotiate  with  Spain  for  tbe  pnt- 
cbaac  of  the  Florida*.  In  doing  so,  I  did  not  au- 
thorize the  Government  to  bibe  France  to  coerce 
Spain  into  this  measure,  nor  do  I  believe  that 
there  is  the  least  ground  for  any  such  allegation, 
Vith  regard  to  any  member  of  this  House.  No, 
sir,  our  object  was  to  obtain  a  fair  purchase  of  tbe 
Floridas.  We  believed  it  important  to  acquire 
them  ;  because  the  acquisition  would  connect  our 
disjointed  territory,  would  give  us  the  eomniand 
of  an  extensive  seacoast,  iacloding  the  outlets  of 
many  large  rivers  and  some  good  harbors,  and  free 
OB  from  the  ineonveoiences  to  which  we  were 
exposed  by  neighbors  who  were  likely  to  become 
more  and  more  troublesome.  In  the  vole  I  gave, 
I  contemplated  the  measure  to  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect only  in  a  just  and  legal  manner,  by  a  fair 
purchase.  I  know  no  other  way  in  which  a  terri- 
torv  can  be  actiuired,  consistent  with  common 
lignt  and  principle.  It  was  intimated,  it  is  true, 
U>  us,  that  it  would  be  easy  to  take  poasession  of 
this  country  by  force,  and  that  it  would  be  always 
in  our  power  to  lake  it  wheoever  we  should  wish 
to  become  the  owners  of  it ;  but,  for  one,  I  disclaim 
all  dispositton  to  wrest  that  country  from  it*  rizfat- 
ful  owner  without  any  other  ground  of  claim  I^bd 
aoperior  force.  So  far  as  tbe  country  is  ours  by 
purchase,  I  am  disposed  to  claim  and  uold 
sion  of  it,  but  no  further. 

But  suppose,  sir,  we  lake  possession  of  thiscouQ- 
try  by  force;  we  should  not  thereby  acquire  a  just 
right  to  it.    Such  a  measure  would 


these  reasoni^  that  I  considered  the  oitly  effectual 
way  of  acquiring  a  just  title  to  this  country  waa, 
by  entering  into  a  fair  and  honorable  eompaet 
foi  u  with  lu  rightful  owner.    The  neaaura  wu 


meinbers  of  this  House.  It  aeemed  to  be 
agreed  by  all,  wc  onght  to  acquire  this  couttry, 
and  the  principal  question  was,  hoir  shall  we^ 
it,  or,  what  shall  we  give  for  it?  1  waa,  sit.qf 
opinion  that  it  would  be  best  to  give  moaey  for  ii; 
that  we  should,  in  this  way,  get  it  cbeapet  than 
by  resorting  to  any  other  means.  That  it  wu 
much  cheaper  to  pay  for  it  with  money  than  wiOt 
the  blood  of  our  citizens.  1  considered  that  the 
land  would  repay,  and  more  than  repay  us  for  the 
purchase  money^  and  that  tbe  additional  revenua 
we  should  acquire,  would  sive  ns  a  still  fiirtiin' 
compensation  for  our  trouble^  and  advance  aide 
in  acquiring  tbe  country. 

A  proposition  was  offered  about  the  same  time, 
10  exchange  territory  to  the  west  of  the  Hissisfippi 
for  the  Floridaa,  1  was  decidedly  opposed  to  ihit 
proposition.  I  protested  against  it  Uien,  and  tbU 
ever  oppose  iL 

1  conceived  it  contrary  to  tbe  Coostitaiiasil 
right  of  the  people  at  large,  that  CoDgrcss  ^oold 
assume  the  power  of  giving  away,  ot  dUpoiii^  of 
a  single  acre  of  our  territory  to  a  foreiga  mimo. 
1  ccwsidered  that  the  territory  in  qaeMiM  wis 
part  of  the  Union,  and  if  so,  that  we  might  u 
well  atienpi  to  give  away  a  part  of  a  State.  I 
considered  this  as  establisbing  a  primoipk  of  a 
most  dangerous  kind,  which  migh^  in  time,  lead 
to  a  dismemberatent  of  the  Ddiod. 

If  you  can  dispose  of  this  territory  to  a  foniga 
Power,  you  can  of  a  pert  or  the  whole  of  a  State. 
You  may  transfer,  at  one  time,  a  portion  of  eoun- 
iry  to  the  east,  and  at  another,  a  portion  to  the 
south,  as  well  as  to  the  west ;  and  by  this  means, 
a  designing  majority  would  be  enaUed — if  appre- 
hensive of  rivaJship  in  power  or  inflneace,  Ynm 
the  inercasing  population  of  any  part  of  yoar 
country — to  round  off  tbe  Union  at  pleasuifcioas 
to  suit  their  own  particular  views.  I  did,  therefore, 
call  upon  this  Honse  to  gtiard  against  stieh  danger- 
ous consequences.  I  also  considered,  that  tbe 
coantry  in  question  would  be  settled  by  people  of 
some  nation.  I  prefened  it  dould  be  possesMd 
by  those  of  the  United  States  and  their  posterity, 
forever — that  they  might  form  but  one  great  fsiU' 
ily,  from  tbe  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocwn — and 
I  did  not  wish,  on  the  contrary,  to  enaUe  the  sub- 
jects of  a  foreign  nation  to  increase  and  strengths 
themselves  in  our  neighborhood,  wbo  might  at 
some  future  day,  not  very  distaBi,  became  our 
rivals  and  our  enemies. 

It  was  observed  that  this  moiMy  would  go  to 
France.  It  was  then  statedj  and  it  has  been  re- 
pealed, that  there  was  nothing  to  authorize  the 
belief  that  France  was  to  get  this  money  from 
us.  It  IS  true,  it  was  well  known,  if  we  bdieve 
the  public  prists,  that  France  had  got  money  from 
Spain  ;  that  Spain, previous  to  her beiog  engaged 
in  the  present  war  as  the  ally  of  France,  had  to 
purchase  her  nentialiiy  from  Prance  with  money, 
and  that  the  treasury  of  Spain  was.  in  a  grevt  de^ 
gree,  tbe  treasury  of^  France.  And  suppose  thtf 
to  be  the  case,  what  have  we  to  do  with  it  7  bit 
material  to  us  what  Spain  does  with  the  maiey 
aftei  she  gets  it  7    And  if  Bpaia  conaUta  Fnwe, 
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who  it  hei  ally,  with  TflK*id  to  *he  rale,  has  ahe 
uoi  a  rigbt  (o  do  it  1  Hai  sbe  not  a  rtfihl  to  be  as 
Bubmissive  to  France  aa  she  pleases?  Would 
that  be  Aay  objectiOo  to  our  acquiring  the  terri- 
tory from  Spain?  I  can  see  no  objection,  even 
sbouli]  we  believe  that  France  would  erentually 
get  the  monef  we  pay  to  Spain,  to  our  making 
the  purchase  in  question.  Bui  is  it  unnsual  for 
two  oatioDs,  in  close  alliance,  to  consult  each 
other  as  la  their  transactioni  with  a  third  Power? 
Is  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  the  constant  praciioa  to 
do  so  7  The  alliance  may  be  such  that  Spaio 
cannot  alter  her  territorial  situation  wilhoul  the 
consent  of  France.  Aod  is  this  a  reason  why  we 
should  not  make  a  fair  proposition  to  Spain  lo 

turcbase  territory  which  she  hat  and  we  want  1 
I  cannot  be ;  there  i*  no  foandation  for  this  ob- 
jeotion. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  think  it  proper  here  to  stale,  that 
there  was  no  |Mrt  of  my  condact  such  at  to  au- 
thorize anr  man  to  say  the  Daeasure  I  voted  for 
was  caloulaled  to  bribe  any  nation.  This  was 
not  my  intention ;  it  was  not  the  ioteotion  of  a 
majority  of  ihis  Hoose  ;  and  such  an  allefation 
oannot  be  believed  by  the  public  or  by  any  unpre- 
judiced or  candid  individual.  I  have  only  one 
other  remark  to  ofier,  in  regard  to  an  observation 
made  by  ihe  same  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Hr. 
Randolfh,)  that  the  ground  we  have  taken  is 
calculated  lo  show  a  dastardly  spirit  towards  Spain 
or  France,  and  to  present  a  nostile  attitude  to- 
wards Briiaiu.  1  do  not  consider  it  in  that  jioint 
of  view.  1  do  not  think  the  conduct  of  Spain  re- 
quires from  us  Ihe  manifeslaiion  of  any  hostile 
mteniion.  That  QovernmeDl  does  not  appear  to 
have  authoriaed,  and  her  public  o&cen  have  dis- 
avowed, the  aggreasiona  alluded  to.  It  is  well 
known,  however,  that  we  did  take  an  attitude  to- 
wards that  nation  CHleuUted  to  show  a  determin- 
ation on  our  pari  to  repel  aggressions.  Our  sad- 
dlers were  ordered  to  patrol  the  country,  and  they 
did  to,  without  meeting  with  any  hostile  opposi- 
lioo  from  S|»i[i.  There  is  no  ground,  then,  to 
believe  that  either  Spain  has  a  hostile  intention 
towards  ihis  country,  or  to  say  that  we  have  been 
disposed  to  shrink  from  taking  a  manly  position, 
or  that  we  have  manifested  a  dattardly  conduct 
towards  her.  With  regard  U  France,  I  will  only 
say  that  I  know  of  no  differences  existing  between 
the  United  Stales  aod  that  nation.  And  to  far  as 
regards  Great  Briiaiu,  it  is  fully  known  to  the 
public  what  hci  conduct  was  towards  us,  and 
what  measures  we  have  adopted  in  Ihis  House,  in 
le^rd  lo  her,  on  which  I  have  already  delivered 
my  sentimenu,  and  shall  not  here  again  repeat 

Mr.  EiLLT. — I  did  not  expect  to  offer  BO', 
euments  either  in  favor  of,  or  in  opposition  to,  the 
decisions  lately  made,  from  which  there  has  been 
an  appeal ;  but,  as  that  appeal  has  been  made,  I 
rise,  not  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  any  —^■'~ 
argument,  or  of  accusing  any  set  of  men,  nu 
the  purpose  of  justifying  myself  and  the 
which  I  shall  now  give,  as  well  as  that  which  I 
have  given.  It  has  been  said  on  Ibis  Soor,  with 
open  doors,  that  tbe  reaaon  of  giving  money  was 


..  prevent  the  neeesaiiy  of  raising  a  Mandivf 
army ;  and  tbat  it  was  better  m  strengthen  the  aim 
of  ihe  Executive  wilh  money  than  By  a  ataoding 
force.  From  this,  it  might  be  inferred  that  the 
ining,  on  tbe  part  of  tbe  minority,  went  t» 
raising  a  standing  army.  As  1  voted  with  Ihe 
minority  on  this  occasion.  1  will  briefly  state  some 
of  tbe  reasooi  wliioh  influenced  my  vote.  It  ia 
in  order  to  say  anything  relative  to  the  cob- 
fidential  message,  bnt  it  is  perfectly  in  order  to 
leah  of  the  message  delivered  at  the  opening  of 
«  session;  and  I  believe  it  is  perfecuy  fair  to 
ly  that  there  was  no  occurrence  between  the 
third  day  of  December,  when  tbe  public  i 
wtM  delivered,  and  the  sixth,  when  the  ci 
liat  message  was  received,  to  change  the  circnin- 
stances  in  which  we  were  previously  placed.  1 
sball  vote  in  favor  of  the  publication  of  this  mas' 
sage  as  being  the  ground-work  of  the  proceed- 
ings we  have  adapted  in  secret.  I  with  it  pul>- 
lished,  that  the  public  may  judge  wbeibet  thoae 
proceedings  were  coosoaaot  to  this  message  or 
not  Lshould  wish  the  public  to  seewhelhei  ika 
part  taken  by  tbe  minority,  or  tbe  mpasure*  of 
the  Du^srity,  are  ihe  moct  consonanl  with  it.  To 
enable  the  people  accurately  lo  judge,  I  think  it 
essential  that  it  should  be  published,  at  the  Bx< 
eculive  branch  of  the  Oovernmeot  is  presumed  la 
be  the  best  acquainted  with  our  foreign  ralatiau. 
The  Message  of  the  President,  at  the  opening  of 
the  session,  speeially  mentioned  and  designated 
Spain.  It  informed  us  that  "  loroadt  have  bMD 
'  receniiy  made  into  the  Territory  of  Orleans  and 
'  the  Mistissjppi ;  our  citizens  have  been  aeizedj 
'  and  their  property  plundered,  in  the  very  parta 
-  of  the  former  which  had  been  delivered  up  bf 
'  Spain,  and  this  by  the  regular  officers  and  so^ 
'  diert  of  that  GkiveromenL"  The  metmge  also 
advised  us  that  something  was  necessary  to  be 
done.  It  said  that  tome  of  these  agereaaiou 
might,  perhaps,  admit  of  a  peaceable  remedy,  bat 
ibat  nihers  could  be  met  by  force  alone.  That 
message,  it  will  be  allowed  on  all  handa,  called 
loudly  for  efficient  measures  on  the  part  of  the 
Qovemmenlg  for  taking  against  Spam,  if  not  a 
hostile, at  least  a  defensive  posture;  and  I  will 
undertake  lo  say  that  nothing  which  has  occurred 
in  aecrei,  tended  to  inculcate  the  propriety  of  t 
different  course ;  nor  could  there  be  anything, 
for  the  one  message  so  quickly  followed  ihe  other, 
as  not  to  allow  lime  for  any  intervening  cirevm- 
stancee.  What  foUoived  ?  A  report  of  a  com- 
mittee, stating  the  aggressions  of  this  Power  to  bt 
of  a  most  atrocious  QBlure;  not  recommending  t 
war  to  check  ihe  rising  growth  and  prosperity  of 
the  country,  but  recommending  that  a  certain 
number  of  troops  should  be  raised,  at  the  discretioa 
of  the  President  of  ihe  United  States,  to  repel  the 
insults  thai  mightbeDffered,and  to  cbssiise  those 
who  offered  tbam.  This  measure  appeared  to  ha 
properiniliielf,andiiappeBredlikeiriseioberecoiik- 
mendedby  tbe  lenor  of  tbe  message.  It  appeared  lo 
be  the  more  necessary,  as  we  had  information  nf 
the  collecting  of  a  considerable  force  in  the  prov- 
iocet  of  Spain,  and  at  Pensacola.  For  these  rea- 
sons, it  appeared  to  lae  desirable  that  such  a  fore* 
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should  be  miMd,  as  the  Ptesideot  might 
cessary.  This  was  not  dealing  a  Eianding  armjr. 
The  number  of  troops  to  be  raised  waa  to  be  left 
«Dtirely  to  bia  discretion.  The  resolution  propos- 
ed is  as  follows : 

Sttohed,  Th»t  mich  number  of  troopi,  not  eicead- 

ing >  "  Ihe  Preudent  of  the  United  Btatea  ahilt 

deem  sufEdent  to  protect  the  southem  frontiers  of  the 
United  States  from  Spuush  inroad  and  inBi 
chutiw  ihe  same,  be  immediatelj  raised. 

It  has  been  allied  that  the  militia  would  have 
been  competeoi  to  defend  the  frontier;  but  ibii 
could  noi  prevail  on  me  lo  abandon  the  measure 
as  I  could  not  think  it  proper  that  the  militia,  cTen 
if  eompelent,  should  be  forced  out  into  so  un- 
liealibf  a  lervice.  The  resotuiion  embraced  no 
other  idea  but  that  the  standing  force  in  that  quar- 
ter shoald  be  slrengtbeaed.  I  considered  this  safe 
and  proper,  to  make  prorision  for  cases  which 
might  arise.  I  could  not  belieTe  that  the  militia 
would  be  competent  lo  defend  the  couniTy.  They 
•re  too  remotely  aiiuaied  and  Ihe  country  too 
sickly ;  and  the  only  just  calculation  was,  that  they 
would  bate  found  theii  graves  there.  It  was  not 
contended  that  a  large  army  waa  necessary,  bnl 
that  it  would  be  requisite,  in  case  the  Spanish 
troops  should  be  superior  to  ours,  to  raise  a  few 

These  are  the  reasons  that  induced  me  to  vote 
for  the  resolution.  I  bad  others.  We  were  in- 
formed of  the  necessity  of  having  additional  land 
batteries,  ofpuitiog  our  ports  and  harbors  in  a  state 
of  defence,  and  of  building  an  additional  number 
of  gunboats,  [f  these  measures  were  carried  into 
effect,  I  thought,  as  militia  would  not  be  compe- 
tent to  these  objects.  It  would  be  requisite  to  hare 
an  addition  made  to  our  troops.  Under  all  these 
circnmitaoces,  I  was  in  favor  of  empowering  the 
President  to  raise  a  small  number  of  troops.  But, 
while  1  was  in  favor  of  this  measure,  I  was  as 
Btronglj'  opposed  as  any  man  on  this  Boor  to  any- 
ihlDg  like  a  large  sUnding  army.  1  will  never 
consent  to  such  a  measure,  without  an  urgent  ne- 
cessity for  iL 

1  was  opposed  to  the  measure  adopted  by  the 
House  on  many  grounds.  It  appeared  by  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  there  was 
not  in  the  Treasurj;  more  than  a  sorplua  million 
of  dollars.  I  considered  it  improper,  when  we 
were  threatened  from  every  quarter,  to  lay  a  magic 
hand  on  the  two  millions  appropriated— to  antici- 
pate Ihe  receipts  of  revenue  by  a  million  of  doi- 
lara— and  thus  drain  tbe  Treasury,  when  money 
might  soon  be  wanted  for  the  most  urgent  nur- 
poses.  °        *^ 

I  was  opposed  to  it  on  another  ground — it  did 
pot  appear  for  what  purpose  it  was  to  be  applied. 
It  IS  true,  I  heard  one  gentleman  say,  it  was  in  cor- 
respondence with  the  secret  wishes  of  the  Presi- 
dent; but  I  could  pay  DO  regard  to  that  declaration. 
We  bad  before  us  no  communication,  either  pub- 
lic or  private,  which  declared  that  it  was  either 
with  Spain  or  Prance  that  tbe  negotiation  waa  to 
be  carried  on ;  nor  had  we  any  reason  for  enter- 
taining the  idea  that  the  two  millions,  whether 
they  are  eone  or  not,  would  make  one  bribing's 


difference,  it  was  necewary  for  mt,  Toiitta 
this  occasion,  to  see  tbe  necesailyind  pnwitiic 
the  measure.  We  had  been  (old,  in  lie  Mrt» 
of  the  President,  that  the  negotiaiion  wiH  %^ 
had  come  to  an  issue,  and  that  that  isne  11111 
ravorable;  but  we  had  received  no  infiirBilii 
that  Spain  was  disposed  loadjuit  hcrdJBma 
with  us  respecting  boundariei.  We  tiad,ixiib 
contrary,  different  ioformalioa.  fleilhtr  y  it 
any  intimation  that  the  contempliied  asoiiuii 
would  be  agreeable  to  Spain,  or  to  [be  Pmita) 
of  the  United  Siaies.  Was  it,  then,  ptopniii lit 
House  or  myself  to  vole  for  aprnpfiiiiun) 
millions  of  dollars — for  the  Lota  bonriu- 
when  it  neither  appeared  from  SDycoDBN» 
tion  from  the  President,  or  from  aDvaibsDini 
soufce,to  be  deslrablel  IfwehadhidtatkiU' 
ma  tion  from  the  President,  wba(secuiii;mlw 
that  the  negotiation  would  have  been  madef  hi 
lam  inclined  to  believe  thailshonld  kitiln 
opposed  to  iis  having  been  entered  upog.  fbi 
gave  rise  to  the  first  purchase?    Tbeiigkiifjt 

fosit  stipulated  by  treaty  to  ui  hadbmnM 
t  is  well  known  that  a  considerable  ODitrif 
vessels  came  down  the  Mississippi,  ikkina 
their  peculiar  constructioD,  could  nMMitik 
ocean ;  and  thence  resulted  ibe  neceB'<riifi|'i^ 
of  deposit.  The  refusal  of  that  rigbilmpreria 
to  tbe  idea  of  a  purchase.  We  M  ptnAwii/ 
New  Orleans,  and  of  the  river,  and  iowoo'"'!^ 
also  posMssed  of  a  strip  of  land  on^iAnv't 
of  it,  after  having  thought  we  bad  piirekialV<^ 
Florida.  And  when  I  find,  insifid  iji^** 
have  been  swindled  out  of  out  mcHiey,lia  in- 
willing  to  negotiate  ngain.and  giveinjit'l* 
lie  treasure.  Even  after  ibis  shall  hitebenlnt 
it  will  be  extremely  easy  for  Franee  or  MUKud" 
Qovetnment  to  raise  a  diffiealty,  isd  ciia' 
addiiional  sum  for  its  adjustment,  W»n<« 
believed,  on  the  part  of  our  aoTenmeui,  ikuj" 


had  made  a  fair  purchase,  not  odIt  u  >'' 
Bravo  in  ooe  direction,  bat  to  the  Perdi^i 
other  1 


ibli 


I  had  another  reason  against  this  nusstnt  \ 
thought  this  ao  improper  lime  to  tccomi'"'' 
Having  already  got  the  navigation  of  ihc  UJ* 
sippi  and  the  island  of  New  Ocleai^  1  iW' 
most  advisable  to  delay  the  oegoiislios  ii"'^ 
eral  peace,  when  we  might  make  an  eiW"* 

'ih  Spain  as  an  independent  DstioD,  ih^ 

me  assurance  that  the  naiioa  which  ^^^ 
heabletoguarenteethecountry.  Onihe>e(n«* 
I  voted  in  favor  of  the  resolution  "P""*^,'? 
select  committee,  and  ai^ainst  tbe  meuuR»^ 
by  the  House, 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  assign  lbtsei'*''f'j 
that  all  may  understand  the  grounds  oi  ">«' 
voted.  And  thia  consideration  will  joM  *5 
voting  to  give  publicity  to  the  Message,'"'* 
public  mayaee  what  is  the  grouod-won  "  * 
measures  we  have  taken.  I  wish  the  psiiiii  ''^ 
whether  that  Message  recommended  '*^'^' 
ground  which  we  have  assnmed,  or  that  vbiu' 
refused  to  take. 

Mr.  J.  Clay.— I  must  ray  thai  the  oteerrsu* 
which  hav«  fallen  from  my  colleagae,  uA  *» 
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gentlemPD  who  have  taken  a  part  in  the  debaici 
Bave  sirongty  iiupresseiJ  me  with  the  propriety  of 
the  motioD  ander  contiderBtion.  There  appears 
to  be  a  material  difference  of  opinion  aa  to  ihe  true 
cODstrueiion  of  (he  Messa^  and  the  documeifts 
commuDicated  bj  the  President.  It  ia  apparent 
ihai  I  undentand  ihoae  coiDmunica lions  in  one 
way,  and  my  colleague  in  another.  We  have  been 
tola  that  one  nation  (France^  has  been  improp' 
eriy  drag^ged  into  this  discnuion.  The  Message 
of  the  President  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  puV 
liBbed,lo  showihat  ibisiBDoi  so.  Thereareother 
sonrces  of  differences  of  opinion  which  can  only 
be  understood  by  giring  publicity  to  the  Message. 
Qentleman  hare  gone  into  a  long  detail  of  the  mo- 
tives which  goTeraed  ihetn  in  the  votes  which 
they  have  giTen.  It  is  not  necessarr  for  me  to  imi- 
tate the  example  they  have  set.  I  nope,  when  my 
moiives  are  called  in  qaestion.  it  will  be  before  the 
poblic,  and  not  here.  1  shall  be  ready  to  defend 
then)  by  all  tbe  means  1  possess,  the  vote  of  this 
House  not  withstanding.  I  believed,  when  the  in- 
junction oi  secrecy  was  removed,  it  was  removed 
from  OUT  proeeedings ;  and  I  eoDsidered  all  that 
was  laid  belore  this  Honse  as  so  far  my  properly 
that  1  bad  a  right  to  Qse  it  in  my  defence.  We 
have  beeik  told  there  is  one  for  roting  against  the 
resolution — that  a  standing  army  was  proposed  to 
be  raised  by  it,  while  the  militia  would  nave  an- 
swered every  useful  purpose.  This  may  be  a  very 
good  and  popular  argument,  hut  we  nave  been 
within  a  few  days  told,  from  the  same  quarter,  that 
it  is  necessary  to  have  a  Brigadier  General  in  the 
Armies  of  the  United  States,  to  defend  one  of  these 
very  Provinces  attacked  by  Spain.  Some  alla- 
sion  has  been  made  to  a  conversation  held  out  of 
doors,  and  my  colleague  has  shown  samesqueam- 
ishness  to  act  on  snch  authority.  But  I  will  ask 
him, if  he  invariBblymakes  up  his  votes  from  offi- 
cial documents  laid  on  this  table,  and  whether  he 
does  not  sometimes  travel  out  of  the  record  1  When 
a  gentleman  tells  yon  sncb  and  such  a  thing,  in 
which  the  '  lor  of  the  nation  is  implicated,  ought 
he  to  be  coi.t^idered  ai  out  of  orderl  Was  it  not 
his  duty  to  ^ve  that  infonnation  to  the  House? 
I  will  say,  if  I  bad  been  acquainted  with  these 
things,  my  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  tbe  appro- 
priation of  two  millions  would  hare  been  much 
mcreased.  Permit  me  here  to  observe, that  when 
a  gentleman  intimated  that  the  money  was  already 

Sone  out  of  the  country,  no  man  in  his  senses  could 
ave  dreamt  that  it  was  intended  to  assert  that  it 
was  sent  out  in  so  many  actual  Spanish  milled 
dollars. 

Doea  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  when  he 
informs  as  there  are  so  many  dollars  in  the  Treas- 
ury, mean  to  say  there  are  so  many  round  silver 
dollars  there?  No;  he  only  means  to  say  w?  have 
a  credit  to  such  an  amount.  8o,  with  regard  to 
our  transactions  with  Spain ;  I  understand  that 
our  credit  is  in  Holland,  and  that  the  fund  is  cre- 
ated there  from  which  we  are  to  draw.  Is  not 
this,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  the  same  as  trans- 
mitting tbe  money  to  Holland  1  When  a  man 
pays  a  debt,  is  it  to  be  supposed  tbat  he  carries 
tbe  actual  dollars  with  himi    To  say  the  least  of 


such  an  objection,  it  is  a'mere  quibble.  As  iher« 
is  a  mnteriat  difference  of  opinion  as  to  tbe  con- 
struction of  the  documents  and  the  Messageof  thtt 
President,  it  is  a  dmy  which  we  owe  to  ourselves 
to^ay  before  the  people  all  the  information  on 
which  we  acted,  that  we  may  stand  justified  or 
condemned  by  it  before  them. 

Mr.  EppBa.— I  rejoice-  tbat  tbe  period  has  at 
length  arrived,  when  our  public  conduct  is  to  be 
submitted  to  tne  people — when,  whet  has  been 
done  in  our  Representative  capacity  is  to  be  col- 
lected, not  from  eloquent  representatiras  on  this 
flooKof  what  other  gentlemen  would  not  do,  but 
from  the  record  of  our  piDceedings.  The  secret 
is  oat — tbe  bubble  has  burst — and  gentleman  find 
themselves  and  the  public  disappointed.  I  con- 
sider ihe  publication  of  tbe  Secret  Journal  as  an 
appeal  to  i^e  people.  I  am  willing  to  indulge  gen- 
tleraen  in  making  it  as  perfect  as  tbey  can.  I  shall 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  fron 
Virginia,  or  for  any  other  calculated  to  bring  this 
subject  fairly  before  those  to  whom  we  are  re- 
sponsible for  our  conduct.  The  Journal  is  the  best 
answer  to  their  speeehet.  Amend  it  as  they  will, 
they  cannot  realize  the  public  expectations.  Ita 
publication,  I  firmly  believe,  will  exci<»  no  senti- 
ment but  surprise.  On  the  day  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  was  taken  off,  your  doors  were  crowded 
with  persons  anxious  to  hear  this  tremendons  secret. 
I  witnessed  nothing  but  disappointment.  Congresa 
has  appropriated  two  millions  of  dollars  to  buy 
Florida  !  Is  this  all  T  Have  you  not  confiscated 
the  public  debt,  or,  at  any  event,  the  Louisiana 
stock?  Most  certainly  you  have  voted  money  to 
bribe  Talleyrand.  No,  1  assure  you  we  have  done 
nothing  more  than  appropriate  two  millions  of 
dollars  for  the  purchase  of  Florida,  in  a  law  con- 
taining precisely  tbe  same  words  with  the  una 
passed  for  that  purpose  in  the  year  1803,  and  sap- 
ported  by  the  very  persons  who  hav«  denounced 
this  measure.  Gentlemen  have  attempted  to  draw 
a  distinction  between  the  situation  of  tbe  United 
Sutes  in  the  year  1803  and  in  the  year  1806.  I 
am  not  so  uncandid  as  to  say  that  the  present  dif- 
ferences with  Spain  are  precisely  such  as  we  bad 
in  the  year  1803.  This,  however,  I  will  say,  that 
every  objection  nrged  against  the  present  appro- 
priation applies  with  equal  force  to  the  measure  of 
1803.  Let  us  examine  what  was  tbe  situation  of 
Ihe  United  States  with  Spain  at  these  two  periods. 

In  the  year  1803,  Spain  had  committed  spolia- 
tions on  our  commerce  to  a  considerable  amount, 
the  paytnent  of  which  had  been  either  wholly  or 
in  p«ii  refused.  She  had  cut  off  the  whole  West* 
em  conntry,  from  an  outlet  to  the  ocean,  by  pro- 
hibiting a  deposit  at  Orleans,  and  refusing  to  assign 
an  equivalentone  elsewhere,  as  stipulated  by  treaty. 
The  remedy  adopted  by  the  collected  wisdom  of 
the  nation,  was,  holding  in  readiness  a  detachment 
of  miUtia,  and  making  a  secret  appropriation  %o 
bny  Florida. 

In  tbe  year  1806,  Spain  had  refused  an  amica- 
ble adjustment  of  limits — had  refused  to  pay  spo- 
liations on  onr  commerce — had  in  one  instance 
violated  our  territory.  The  remedy  resorted  to^ 
baa  been  to  hold  in  reailineH  a  detachment  oi 
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militia,  and  lo  appropriate  moaey  for  the  pur- 
chase of  Florida. 

This  was  the  lituatioo  of  the  nation  at  these 
two  periods.  Whether  at  either  period,  the  wisest 
course  has  beea  pursued,  I  shall  not  atiempt'to 
prore.  la  both  caws  the  oation  adopted  the  same 
principle.  To  avoid  war  if  poMitle,  atid  to  pur- 
ohaie  territory,  rather  than  to  fight  for  it.  All 
the  strong  objectioos  urged  a^in^t  tha  measure 
at  present  adopted,  apply  with  equal  force  to  the 
measure  adopted  in  1803.  The  two  laws  contain 
precisely  the  same  words,  and  neither  specify  tile 
object  of  appropriation.  Thelawof  1803  was  pass- 
ed in  secret,  with  closed  doors.  The  law  of  1806 
was  passed  in  the  same  manner.  The  appropria- 
tioD  in  1803,  was  not  recommended  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive, but  founded  on  a  resolution  subinilled  by 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  The 
appropriation  in  1S06,  was  not  recommended  by 
ue  KxecutiTe,  but  founded  on  a  resolution  submit- 
ted by  a  member  of  the  House  of  Represeata tires 
also.  The  object  of  the  appropilaijoo  in  the  year 
1S03.  concealed  from  the  people  twelve  months;  in 
the  year  1S06,  made  public  in  a  few  weeks !  Oen- 
tlemen  may  draw  nioe  distinctions,  but  tbey  will 
find  it  difficult  to  make  the  people  believe,  that  the 
meuure  adopted  in  1803,  was  wise  and  virtuous, 
and  the  same  measure  in  1806,  infamous.  I  ap- 
peal with  confidence  to  the  people :  ibey  will  and 
must  MS,  that  this  is  the  very  same  measure 
adopted  three  years  ago,  without  noise,  in  a  law 
eoatainiog  the  same  words,  ptittd  in  secret  in 
the  same  manner,  and  supported  by  the  very  per- 
sons who  have  denounced  this  measuro. 

When,  however,  this  measure  shall  be  fairly 
kuu^ht  before  the  pablia,  it  will  be  found,  that 
notwithstanding  the  noise  and  clamor  which 
ha*  been  made,  the  difference  between  the  ma- 
jority and  the  minority  on  this  question  is  not 
Very  considerable.  Every  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  admitted  the  necessity  of  do- 
ing something.  What  were  the  remedies  withf 
mr  reach?  1st  To  declare  war.  2d.  Either  i 
incraase  our  standing  armv  for  the  pnriMMe  of 
strengthening  our  posts,  or  oolding  in  reaoinese  a 
Aetacnroent  of  militia.  3d.  To  exchange  territo- 
ry, or  to  purchase. 

As  to  the  first  of  these,  declaring  war,  no  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  wished  to  pursue 
that  course.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  cer- 
tainly did  not  His  report  speaks  only  the  lan- 
guage of  peace ;  all  the  evils  of  war  to  this  coua- 
trr,  are  dwelt  on  ia  that  report  with  care  and 
laoor.  If,  however,  we  had  not  Ibis  proof,  that  he 
did  not  wish  for  war  with  Spain,  ua  has  given 
unequivocal  proofs  of  it  in  bis  arguments  on  ano- 
ther question,  A  war  with  Spain,  we  know,  musi 
be  a  war  with  Spain  and  France  combined. 
They  are  joined  by  alliaoce  ofiensive  and  defen- 
sive. To  a  war  against  France  aad  Spain  com' 
bined,  all  the  objections  urzed  asainst  war  with 
England,  would  apply  wiln  full  force.  If  war 
with  England  would  have  increased  Executive 
p»trooage,  and  endangered  the  Consiiiuiion 
the  liberty  of  the  people,  so  also  would  war  with 
Fraue  and  Spain  combined — we  put  war  aside, 


therefore,  as  a  course  which  no 
pursue.    Tha  next  course  was  ei 

standiog  troops,  or  to  hold  is  indJDciiik- 


taehm 


•  diversity  of  oi 


of  militia.    Here  w 


depending 


napii, 


oflktll 


preferred  depending  on  a  miliiia.  Iwutlna 
number.  I  thought  the  staodiiii;  troots  in  iM 
country  suffieieoi  for  the  protection  of  JtgglM 
Spain  determiaed  lo  foree  a  vtr.  Suteijid 
s  have  shown  the  correctoesi  of  ihuip 
No  violation  of  territory  hsi  tskci  flM 
the  case  of  the  Kemplen,  except  bj  inui 
Spaniards,  who  crossed  the  Ssbise,  ud  m 
off  by  the  Amerioan  troqe.  TtcKii 
was  either  to  exchange  tetritHj. 
purchase.  A  majority  of  the  UoaMweRiiBo 
of  both.  I  was  of  that  number.  Oa  tlie  ttn  n't 
of  the  Mississippi  there  was  iernioi]in)vb«) 
Spain  had  an  undoubted  right ;  thcte  wum- 
tory  to  which  the  United  Sutesbtdui  gidnM 
right;  and  there  was  territory  wbieh  Sptaul 
the  United  States  both  claimed.  On  ibe  M 
side  of  the  Mississippi,  the  situation  wuih  sue. 
Each  nation  bad  an  undoubted  right  Hisnwri 
and  there  was  territory  claimed  bf  tuii  iin* 
not  to  be  supposed  that  Spain,  while  ikekUiM 
territory  lo  the  «asl  of  the  Petdido,  wM  * 
disposed  to  relinquish  the  claim  wkki  ^^ 
up  to  the  country  between  the  Miia  mi  Uf 
sissippi.  It  was  Becessary  to  junta"  ii>  »■  I 
riiory  10  the  east  of  the  Perdido,w*bdSpvn  | 
has  an  undoubted  right,  and  tftn  i»l***l  *  i 
which,  it  wouU  certainly  be  her  inn"*  »  "?" 
liD4)aish  her  claim  between  the  Perdiio»»**  | 
sissippi,  on  obtaining  an  e^aivilsnt  ■inMoa 
the  part  of  the  United  States  to  diiw  *«' 
thsMisais^ppi.  Iseenolhingdiabciaonwii"* 
transaction,  and  really  it  appwrs  to  i«™!  r 
difi'erence  between  the  mwotiiy  aid  Biwi)  * 
narrowed  down  to  this:  Tbe  kuOo"''*"* 
favor  of  militia.  The  minority  ofsiaBaiB|i>»l^ 
Tha  majority  were  in  favor  of  eiciiMp  i"  « 
parcbase,    Tbe  minority  in  livor  ot  titUV 

"*"  Sin  the  imporunca  of  Florida  W  4e  ItoJ 
States,  1  abaU  not  say  anything.  T'"!°""(T 
measure  have  admitted  its  impottaace  i*  1"!^ 
est  extent,  and  their  wiltingness  to  m^j* 
fair  and  honorable  terms.  All  '^■^."'^ 
have  been  made  not  to  the  pureban  ^  V^ 
mode.  It  is  said  wa  have  ap«oprisKi«|« 
not  for  the  purchase  of  Florida,  bet »  *** 
France  lo  bully  Spain  out  of  her  right. 

On  this  subject,  1  have  never  had  bni  w'o^ 
ion.  I  have  always  believed, and  1  '^*'2- 
that  the  money  will  be  lairly  emp'"Ml''l 
chasing  Florida  of  the  righful  owner.  i«s^ 
tieman  from  Virginia  will  do  me  the  i"^ 
^ecollec^  that  1  held  this  language  »"''/"" 
doors.  1  bold  it  now  in  the  preseace  of  »t  r 
pie.  That  France  may  ultimately  gti  ibto'J^ 
IS  highly  probable,  and  why  J  HasoolWr 
ileman  from  Virginia  told  us  the  «'««'n° 
Spain  is  annihilated,  that  the  powers  of  f"  *: 
Uier  are  signed  Charles  Maurice  Tslltlin' 
But  of  what  importance  is  it  to  >»  whai  beM» 
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>  of  the  moDcr  we  say  Spain  ?  Are  we  to  hecome 
'  the  gDBrdiBDs  of  Spain  7  Shall  we  not  purchase 
^a  territory  importBDi  lo  the  Uoited  Slates,  becanse 
'  Spaiu  may  ba  bulhed  or  cheated  oot  of  the  mO' 
'  ney  she  receiTes  from  us  ?  If  Spain  is  reallv  in 
■Dch  a  degraded  state  that  sbe  baa  no  will  of  ber 
>owD,  has  ner  eoaduet  towards  the  Uoired  States 
I  been  ancb,  as  lo  indoce  qs  not  to  aTail  onrselrea 
of  the  situation  in  wfaieb  we  find  her  ?  For  toy 
>'OVn  part,  I  care  not  what  use  Spain  makes  of  the 
I  money  paid  to  her  for  Florida,  It  iaof  noimpor- 
lUnce  to  me  as  a  Representative,  nor  to  the  peo- 
I  pic.  That  the  parchate  will  be  fairly  made  of 
I  Spain,  1  hare  no  danbl.  The  GtoTernmeat  dare 
r  KOI  employ  il  in  any  other  way. 
!'  1  shall  fote  for  ameodin|f  the  Journal,  by 
I  inaerlisff  the  Message.  I  know,  howcTer,  that 
t  Ihia  will  nit  satisfy  the  g:eDilemen.  They  will 
;  next  want  the  correspondeDceof  our  foreign  Min- 
.  Mters,  and  thi*  they  know  eannoi  be  prinied.  1 
am  willing,  with  ibeae  obserrations,  to  trost  tnr 
eoadiict  with  those  by  whom  1  am  elected.  A 
Repressattatire  is  uot  responsible  lor  the  wisdom 
ofmeaaares.  All  be  is  answerable  for,  is  an  honest 
exercise  of  his  jadgment  On  the  present,  as  on 
CT«y  other  oecaaion,  I  am  certain,  I  have  hon- 
aslly  exercised  for  tbe  public  good,  that  under- 
■luidiag  which  Gkid  and  nature  bestowed  on  me. 
Mr.  J.  Randolph.— It  Is  not  my  wish,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, lo  treapass  on  the  patience  of  the  House.  But  t 
think  it  necessary  lo  etnliin  what  1  am  sure  the 
House  have  sot  well  naJerstood  ;  for  my  poeitions 
have  been  grossly  perverted,  whether  intentioaally 
at  not  1  will  not  uadertake  to  say.  Oentlemen 
oppoaed  to  as  act  a  Tery  etraoge  and  iDcansisteut 
pan.  They  will  not  give  credit  to  a  private  in- 
divideal  >■  lo  a  coBTcrsatioD  bad  with  a  bead  of 
department.  I  do  not  wish  them.  I  only  stated 
that  conreraatioo  at  a  reason  forsaking  tbal  I  had 
,  withdniWD  my  eoofldence.  And  will  gentlemen 
I  aay  I  am  booad,  when  evidence  baa  come  to  my 
^  pnvate  knowledge,  which  is  sufficient  to  damn 
^  a^  man,  to  legislate  on  a  principle  of  confidence  ? 
When  I  bod  mivreptesentatioQs  made  to  the  pub- 
lic and  insinuations  of  the  most  despicable  kind  on 
this  floor,  I  com*  out,  and  eall  on  any  mau  to  deny 
I  what  I  have  stated.  They  eanoot— they  dare 
'■  not — for  I  take  it  for  granted  no  man  will  declare 
in  the  face  of  the  nation  a  wilfal  falsehood.  But 
while  gentlemen  will  not  pTe  credit  to  what  has 
&llen  Tiom  one  iadiridual,  they  hare  no  hesita- 
'  tion  in  giving  credit  to  an  individual  member  for 
'  the  whole  course  of  the  Goveroment,  My  opinion 
'  is,  that  the  Qovernment  knowing  the  caveat  enter- 
'  ed  by  Spain,  and  that  Lausaat  was  not  authorized 
'  to  receive  tke  country  from  Spain,  which  they 
'  claim,  and  that  Fraiioe  refused  to  deliver  il  by 
metes  and  boundaries — I  say,  my  opinion  Is  tha' 
the  claim  of  Spain  to  the  country  between  thi 


I  adduce  this  i 
the  part  of  tha  Qovernment.  But  ibis  is  only  an 
opinion  of  my  own.  The  Gavernment,  on  the 
contrary,  lay  claim  to  the  country,  and  press  their 
claim  aWoad.  When  tbe  Execuiivo  say  we  hare 
a  right  to  the  eonntry,  tbe  questkut  is,  whether, 


when  they  have  taken  that  ground^  you  will  give 
them  money  to  buy  the  country,  or  in  other  words, 
to  buy  peace  1  I  say  no.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Qovernment  bad  shown  the  validity  of  the  claim 
of  Spain,  I  ahonld  not,  perhaps,  have  hesitiited  to 
give  the  money.  I  do  not  ansolntely  say  ttkat  I 
iboold.  While  gentlemen  say  the  opinion  of  an 
individual  is  not  to  be  relied  on.  ibey  justify  the 
Government  by  that  opinion,  at  tde  same  time  that 
tbe  Qovernment  tell  you  their  opinion  is  directly 
opposite.  If  the  Government  had  acted  on  those 
principles,  the  case  would  be  directly  the  reversa 
uf  what  it  is.  Bui  they  decided  that  tbe  country 
''i  belong  to  tbe  United  States,  and  they  are  bound 

act  on  this  principle,  or  magnanimously  aban- 
don it.  I  hope,  therefore,  hereafler,  that  gentlemen 
will  jostlff  the  Qorernment  in  i[s  foTeign  relationa 
on  the  principles  avowed  by  il,  and  not  on  princi- 
eiples  of  a  hostile  nature. 

In  my  opinion  it  la  of  tbe  first  importataee  that 
tbe  Message  should  be  published,  from  a  material 
fact  which  took  place  in  Ibis  House.  A  member 
in  his  place  told  you  that  tbe  course  recommended 
by  a  partienlar  individual  was  consonant  with  the 
secret  wishes  of  (he  Eieeutive.  I  did  then  repre- 
heail  tbal  language,  as  the  most  nnconsiitutional 
and  reprehensible  ever  oliered  on  this  floor.  I  did 
believe  that  the  people  of  ihe  United  States  possess- 
ed as  free  a  constitution  as  the  Brilish  people,  and 
I  had  hoped  more  free ;  and  I  knew  that  such  lan- 
gnege  had  in  the  British  Parliament  been  consid- 
ered as  reprehensible,  and  bad  bronght  forward  a 
vote  of  indignation  in  tbal  body,  f  allade  to  the 
ease  where  the  King's  name  was  nsed  for  tbe  pur- 
pose of  throwing  out  Mr.  Fox's  India  bill.  I  then 
reprobated  ibis  back- stairs'  influence,  ibis  double 
dealing,  ibe  sending  one  Message  for  the  journala 
and  newspaMrs,  and  another  in  whispers  to  thla 
House.  I  shall  always  reprobate  such  language, 
and  consider  it  unworthy  of  any  man  holding  a 
seat  in  this  Hoirse.  I  bad  always  before  flattered 
myself  that  il  would  be  a  thousand  years  hence 
before  onr  institutions  would  have  given  birth  to 
these  Charles  Jenkinsoos  in  politics.  1  did  not  ex- 
pect them  at  this  time  of  day,  aod  I  now  declare  it 
important,  in  my  opinion,  that  Ihe  Message  should 
be  published,  thai  the  public  may  be  enabled  to 
compere  tha  official,  with  the  inofficial  Message 
which  decided  the  vote. 

There  is  another  reason  for  its  pobliealion.  Tlie 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  said  there  is  no 
mention  of  Prance  on  the  journals;  and  that  we 
have  no  cause  of  complaint  against  France.  I 
wish  the  publication  of  Ibe  Message  to  prove  what 
causes  of  complaint  we  have  against  France.  Let 
men  of  sense  take  a  view  of  all  the  papers,  and  J 
am  willing  to  abide  the  issue.  It  is  said  Franca 
hasdoneusnoinjacy — that  the  bnbbleisbursl.  We 
are  told  that  this  is  a  plain  answer  to  all  tbe  speech- 
es made  on  this  floor.  Permit  me  to  say,  tbe  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Efpes)  has  given  a  plain  answer  to 
all  the  speeches  delivered  on  this  floor— il  was  im- 
possible to  have  given  a  plainer  answer  to  thera. 
He  says  1  will  TOie  with  j;ou,  but  I  will  make  a 

Speech  against  vou.    Permit  me  to  say^  this  is  the 
rat  time  1  would  not  rather  have  had  hia  vole  than 
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his  Bpeecb.  After  this  «peech  tbere  can  be  do 
doubt  as  10  the  issue  of  the  queiiioD.  I  will  go  fur- 
ther— after  ibe  ■djourameni  on  Saturday  there 
could  be  DO  doubt.  Saturday,  it  seems,  is  an  un- 
forlunale  da;,  oa  which  no  expedilion  is  to  be 
BDderlaketL,  no  forlorn  hope  eouducted. 

The  same  gentleman  has  said  that  wepnrtued 
precisely  the  same  cour!«  in  1803  he  id  1806,  and 
for  obtaiaing  the  same  objeci.  He  say*  the  same 
course  is  now  pursued — and  yel  he  says  he  will 
not  undertake  to  say  the  cases  are  not  dissimilar. 
Put  this  aod  that  together,  aod  what  do  you  make 
of  ill  The  cases  are  decidedly  dissimilar,  la 
1803  there  was  no  existing  misuDderstanding  be- 
tween the  American  ano  French  Oovernments 
with  regard  to  our  diflerences  with  Spain.  Those 
differences  had  started  up  like  a  mushroom  in  the 
night.  We  made  an  appropriation  to  purchase 
the  Floridas — to  buy  them — from  whom  7  from 
their  rightful  owner.  The  circumstaDces  would 
have  been  similar,  if  the  United  States  had  given 
money  lo  France  to  zotayA  Spain  to  form  a  trea- 
ty with  us,  then  the  national  honor  would  have 
received  adeadly  wound.  Butthere  waunolbiDg 
of  this  sort  in  the  formatten  of  the  treaty  then 
made.  Spain,  under  the  operation  of  caus^  in 
which  we  had  no  agency,  transferred  Louisiana 
to  France,  and  France  tiaosferred  it  to  us.  But 
this  is  not  now  the  case.  We  are  told  that  Spain 
is  no  longer  an  independent  Power,  but  ii^  under 
the  control  of  France.  What  follows!  That 
France  is  the  aggressor  on  us,  which  proves  every 
thine  I  have  alleged. 

There  is  another  thing  to  be  observed.  The 
public  have  been  given  to  understand  that  two  mil- 
lions  have  been  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of 
the  Floridas.  This  is  not  so — the  appropriation 
ia  only  totoardi  doing  something ;  but  what  that 
is,  is  not  defined  h^  law.    Now  if,  in  1803,  we  ap- 

fropriated  two  millions  for  the  purchase  of  the 
'loridai,  and  did  not  ^et  them,  what  security  is 
there  now  that  by  making  an  appropriation  in  the 
■ame  language  we  shall  obtain  them  1  Although 
the  persons  making  the  appropriation  are  not  the 
aame  identical  beings,  those  applying  the  sum  ap- 
propriated ate.  I  do  not  believe  that  we  shall  gel 
the  Floridas.  In  this  I  may  be  mistaken.  I  bop« 
I  shall  be — Tor  after  having  descended  to  prosli- 
tuie  the  national  character,  let  us  at  least  receive 
the  wages  of  iniquity. 

But  gentlemen  inquire,  will  you  become  the 
gnardiaos  of  Spain  1  This  is  a  mistake  which 
has  run  through  every  attempt  at  argumeat  I  have 
beard.  We  never  professea  to  be  the  guardians 
of  Spain.  We  proteased  to  be  the  guardians  of 
our  own  honor.  We  care  not  for  France  tramp- 
ling on  Spain.  Let  her  pick  her  pockets  for  what 
we  care ;  but  if  we  instigate  her  to  it,  it  is  no  long- 
er a  mere  question  between  France  and  Spain, 
but  a  question  in  which  our  own  honor  is  engaged, 
which  is  at  once  mortgaged  aod  gone. 

Until  the  gentleman  Trem  Virginia  got  up.  I 
confess  that,  what  with  my  exhausted  state,  tne 
badness  of  the  air,  and  the  tenuity  of  the  arga- 

Is  of  gentlemen— so  excessively  light  tbat  they 

>!,; — i-_ihai  I  had  Dot  a 


at  once  vanished  in  thin 


word  |o  say  )  for  it  is  not  to  be  anppoved  that  I  ia- 
tended  to  reply  to  anything  ofiered  by  tfaegmtle- 
man  behind  roe.  If  1  am  to  fall,  let  me  &U  in  iJk 
face  of  day,  and  aoi  be  betrayed  by  a  ki»— I  Mean 
profane  allusion.  I  shall  do  my  datyasaa bos- 
man.  I  came  here  prepared  lo  co-operate  viih 
the  Government  in  all  its  measures.  1  told  thia 
BO.  But  I  toon  found  there  waa  no  choice  IclL 
and  that  to  co-operate  in  ibera  would  be  lo  desiroi 
thenaiional  chaiaetet.  Ifouod  I  might co-opetaiE, 
or  be  an  honest  man — I  have  therefore  opposed 
and  will  oppose  them.  Is  there  an  booefi  laia 
disposed  to  be  the  go-betweeD,  and  to  carry  down 
it  messages  to  this  House  i  No — ittibtcaiite 
of  character  cannot  be  foand  to  do  this  bns- 
j  that  agents  must  be  got  to  carry  things  iaio 
effect  which  men  of  uneompromitied  charatlcc 
will  not  soil  their  fingers  or  sully  tfadr  cbaneien 
with. 

One  word  on  the  subject  of  voting  on  iaoffieial 
notice,  on  the  represenutiooa  of  indiridaakia 
the  place  of  communications  officially  received 
from  the  officers  of  the  Executive  dcpaiML  1 
ha ve  always  considered  the  EsecuiiTe  IB  this  coan- 
ttj  as  standing  in  the  same  relation  te  the  two 
Houses,  thai  the  minister  or  aJministiainboreto 
the  legislature  under  goveromenla  aimilar  to  oar 
own.  1  have  always  considered  thu  the  reqiot- 
sibility  for  public  meaauiea  reated  moiie  partico- 
larly  on  them.  For  those  measarts  they  are  an- 
swerable to  the  people — and  to  me  it  hu  been  a 
subject  of  peculiar  regret  (I  do  not  speak  of  the 

Seneral  character  of  the  ConatitauoB)  that  they 
ave  not  a  seat  on  this  floor.  For  whatever  may 
be  supposed  to  be  my  feelings  aa  to  the  mei  ' 
of  the  Administration,  I  ana  ashamed  when 
their  fame  and  characters  committed  tosnehi 
as  we  are  in  the  daily  habit  of  i  ~ 
their  measures  are  susceptible  of  ^ 
should  like  to  have  a  justificatioa' 
hands,  instead  of  hearing  Yazoo  m< 
Much  less  did  I  expecij  on  such  i 
hear  a  Yazoo  man  Bsaigaiug  his  motives  for  a 
vote  on  a  totally  different  sut^ect  and  this  ia 

t'  isiificalion  of  a  man  with  whom  he  is  connected 
y  ties  of  consanguinity.  This  reminds  me  of  the 
intention  imputed  to  me  to  bring  forward  an  im- 
peachment against  a  great  officer  of  State.  This, 
however,  is  so  far  from  being  (be  irath,  that  [  ap- 
peal to  those  who  heard  me,  whether  1  did  not  de> 
clare  that  1  washed  my  hand*  of  impeachments— 
that  I  was  done  with  them.  Ho — L  will  neiUiR 
directly,  nor  indirectly,  have  anyihiag  to  do  with 
them.  But  I  will,  in  all  quesuons  that  shall  come 
before  this  House,  discuss  the  public  chancier  and 
conduct  of  any  public  Bgents,  from  a  secictaiy  U 
a  constable  i  and  I  will  coDtinne  to  do  it.  nniilit 
shall  be  admitted  by  theConslitution,  ibutheKiu 
can  do  no  wrong.  I  say  I  wish  the  heads  of  it- 
partments  had  seats  on  this  floor.  Were  ibistk 
case,  to  one  of  them  I  would  immediatdy  im- 
pound this  question:  Did  yoo,  or  did  you  D«ia 
your  capacity  of  a  public  foDetioaBry,  tellKOi 
my  capacity  of  a  public  faoctioitarjr,  that  Fisaec 
would  not  suffer  Spain  to  settle  her  difiKoees 
with  us;  that  she  wanted  money,  thatitnnsi 
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var  with  Spain  or  France,  bat  in  faroT  of  de- 
ending  my  couQtif  7  I  would  pot  that  qQestloo 
o  him.  I  would  pal  this  question  to  another  head 
>f  department:  Wai  or  was  not  an  application 
aade  to  you  for  money  to  be  cooreyed  to  Earope 
0  carry  on  anr  species  of  diplomaiH  ne(ptialion 
here  1  I  woald  listen  to  his  soswer,  and  if  he  put 
lis  band  on  his  heart,  and  like  a  man  of  honor 
aid  no,  I  would  believe  him,  though  it  would  re- 
luire  a  great  stretch  of  credulity.  I  would  call 
nto  my  aid  faith,  not  reason,  and  beliere  nrhere  I 
•ma  not  conmced.  I  would  then  turn  to  the  First 
dagistrate  of  the  nation,  and  say,  did  you  not  buy 
l^ouisiana  of  France  1  Mas  France  acted  in  that 
ransHction  in  a  banajide  manner?  Has  she  de- 
ivered  into  your  possession  the  country  you  be- 
ieved  you  had  boa^hl  from  herl  Has  she  not 
cjuirocated,  prsTaricated,  and  played  off  Spain 
gainst  you,  with  the  Tiew  of  extorting  monevi 

will  answer  for  the  reply.  There  cannot  be  tbe 
mallest  doubt  about  it.  I  will  put  the  whole  busi- 
. ess  on  this  issne.  All  the  difficulty  has  arisen 
ram  that  qnarter. 

Yes,  the  bubble  has  burst !  It  is  immaterial  to 
IS  whether  you  publish  the  President's  Message 
ir  not.  But  it  is  material  to  others  that  you 
hould ;  and,  let  me  add,  the  public  will  not  rest 
aiisfied  with  the  conduct  of  inote,  who  profeu  to 
vish  it  published,  while  tbey  vote  amiost  the  pub- 
icBiioo.  The  nublic  will  not  confioe  in  such  pro- 
e^sions.  Qentlemen  ma^  show  their  bunch  of 
ods,  may  treat  them  as  children  and  oQer  tbero  su- 
;ar  plums ;  but  all  will  not  avail  them,  so  long 
LS  they  refuse  to  call  for  the  despatches  of  our  Min- 
sters, and  other  documents,  which,  if  published, 
vould  fix  a  stain  upon  some  men  in  the  Qovera- 
nent  and  high  in  office,  which  all  the  waters  in 
.be  ocean  would  not  wash  out.  Gkntlemen  mav 
dlk  of  our  changing,  and  chopping  about,  and  all 
.hat.  What  is  the  fact?  We  are  what  we  pro- 
'ess  to  be — not  couriiera,  but  republicans,  acting 
]n  the  broad  principles  we  have  heretofore  pro- 
cessed— applyina  the  same  scale  with  which  we 
neasured  John  Adams  to  the  Administratiou.  Do 
{entlemen  flinch  from  this,  and  pretend  to  be  re- 
publicans? Tbey  cannot  be  republicans,  unless 
ibey  agree  that  it  shall  be  measured  to  them,  as 
ihey  measured  to  ethers.  But  we  are,  perhaps,  to 
be  told  that  we  have  all  become  federalists— or 
that  the  federalists  have  become  good  repnblicaos. 
This,  however,  is  a  c  ha  ree,  which,  lam  convinced, 
the  federalists  will  not  be  more  anxious  to  repel, 
than  we  to  be  exonerated  from.  No,  they  will 
never  become  good  republicans.  They  never  did, 
tbey  never  wilFacl  with  us.  What  has  happened  7 
Thpy  are  in  onposition  from  system,  anil  we,  quo 
ad  hoc.  a«  to  this  particalar  measure.  Like  men, 
who  have  ruffed  it  together,  there  is  a  kind  of  fel- 
low-feeling between  us.  There  is  no  doubt  of  it. 
But  as  to  political  principle,  we  are  as  much  as 
ever  opposed.  There  is  a  most  excellent  alkali  by 
which  to  test  our  principles.  The  Yizoo  business 
is  the  beginning  and  the  end,  the  alpha  and  ome- 
ga of  our  alphabet    With  that  o«c  difieieoces 


b^an  and  with  that  tbe^  will  end,  and  I  pray  t« 
Qod  that  the  liberties  of  the  people  may  not  also 
end  witt^them. 

Mr.  YaHNnK. — I  am  not  about,  to  lake  up  the 
time  of  the  House  by  any  discussion  of  theques- 
tion  before  them,  which  has  already  been  debated, 
three  or  four  weeks  ago,  and  priacipally  occupied 
by  the  declamation  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 
1  think  it  my  duty,  however,  to  give  a  short  his- 
tory of  the  circumstanoe  from  which  has  arisen 
thecelebraled  story  of  backstairs  inflnence,  Charles 
Jenkinson,  dbc.  OenUemen  declared  there  was 
nothing  in  the  Message  of  the  President  that  jus- 
Ii6ed  the  measure  before  the  Committee,  that  it, 
on  the  contrary  proved  and  pointed  out  as  most 
proper  the  measure  reported  by  the  select  commit- 
tee. I  did  not  betieve  that  it  pointed  out  that  mea- 
sure, or  that  there  was  any  cause  to  believe  that 
anything  had  occurred  between  the  3d  and  6ih  of 
December,  which  could  haveinduced  the  President 
to  change  the  opiiiioa  he  entertained,  when  he 
communicated  the  first  message.  In  the  Message 
of  the  3d  of  December,  he  says — "  Whether  it 
will  be  necessary  to  augment  our  land  forces  will 
be  decided  by  occurrences  probably  in  the  course 
of  your  session."  No  such  oceorrences  had  taken 
place  between  the  3d  and  the  6th  of  December. 
Taking  this  into  vieWj  and  also  taking  into  cod- 
sideralion  what  1  considered  to  be  the  true  mean- 
ing of  the  Message,  I  said  that  I  would  venture  to 
assert  as  my  opinion,  that  the  measure  of  (he  ap- 
propriation was  agreeable  to  the  Executive;  and 
that  I  formed  this  opinion  from  documents  on  the 
table.  On  this  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  rose 
and  commenced  a  violent  attack  similar  to  that 
we  hare  witnessed  to-day.  I  asked  leave  to  ex- 
plaia.  I  did  explain;  and  I  now  appeal  to  the' 
HoDse,  whether  I  did  not  observe  at  that  time,  that 
'' of  ihe  appropriation  I  considered  i" 


support  this  opinion  from  doc- 
uments before  you ;  and  added,  that  if  any  other 
idea  had  escaped  me,  or  could  be  attached  to  what 
I  said,  that  this  was  my  explanation,  and  that  it 
wa*  not  my  intention  that  what  I  had  said  should 

So  farther  than  intimate  this  opinion,  and  that  I 
id  believe  I  had  not  said  anything  that  could 
fairly  be  com  trued  to  have  a  difiereat  meaning. 
It  is  a  fact,  that  it  has  been  published  in  some  pa- 
pers to  the  Eastward,  that  Mr,  Jefferson  expressed 
to  me  his  secret  wish  that  a  resolution  should  be 
brought  forward  contrary  lo  his  Message.  I  say 
this  representation  is  contrary  to  fact.  I  sa^  that 
Mr.  Jefferson  never  mentioned  any  such  thing  to 
me ;  and  if  1  had  made  such  a  statement,  I  should 
hare  wronged  the  First  MagiiitraEe.  Why  these 
observation  Bare  again  brought  forward  at  this  time 
I  do  not  pretend  lo  sar  ;  but  what  I  hare  stated 
are  the  facts  connectea  with  this  business,  I  be- 
lieve such  an  attack  as  this  has  never  been  made 
before,  in  the  face  of  an  explanation  made  at  iba 
time,  which  I  did  belitfve  would  have  been  satis- 

Mr.  J.  RiNDOLPH.— When  the  veracity  of  > 
man  is  called  in  question  it  is  a  serious  basiness. 
The  geotleman  fiom  Massachusetts  has  appealed 
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to  the  House  tor  tbe  correctneBs  of  his  BlatemeDt. 
I  too  appeal  to  tbe  House  whether  this  was  not 
hia  eiDTeasioD.  when  he  undertook  to  «iptaiD  away 
wiiat  he  had  said,  for  he  did  not  drny  it— that  he 
would  voDch  that  such  were  the  Mcret  wishes  of 
the  President;  and  whether  I  did  not  otMerre that 
his  attempt  to  eiplaiu,  was  like  Judge  Chase  at- 
tempting to  draw  back  a  prejudicated  opinion  in 
the  case  of  Fries  ;  that  be  might  lake  back  the 
words,  but  not  the  effect  (hey  had  made  on  the  as- 
sembly: that  the  Gonstilutton  knows  only  of  two 
ways  by  which  the  BzecaiiTe  could  inflaenee  the 
Legislature;  the  one  by  the  recommendaljon  of 
sucD  measures  as  he  deemed  expedieot,  tbe  other 
by  a  negative  on  our  bills;  and  that  the  moment 
it  was  attempted  to  infloeoce  the  Hoase  by  whis- 
pers and  private  messages,  its  iodependenee  was 
gone.  I  staled  the  nronraess  of  Legislative  bodies 
to  be  governed  by  Executive  influence,  and  in  il- 
lustration referred  to  the  Senate,  who,  from  itsas- 
sociatton  with  the  Ex^culive  and  the  length  of 
lime  for  which  its  members  hold  their  seats,  was 
necessarily  made  up  orgapiDgexMctants  of  office. 
And  there  can  be  do  doubt  of  the  fact.  It  r 
be  so  from  tbe  ntiiura  of  things.  Now,  if  it  be  ne- 
cessary, let  the  House  appoint  a  committee  of  in 
quiry  to  ascertain  what  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
aachusetts  did  say,  ar>d  let  us  see  who  can  adduce 
the  most  witnesses  and  swear  the  hardest.  No — 
the  geotlemaa  from  Massachusetts  had  on  that  oc- 
casion so  difiereniaeountenBDce,dress and  address, 
that  I  conld  not  now  recognise  bim  for  tbe  same 
man.  He  seemed  ihunderstrnck— and  to  be  in  a 
state  of  stapefaction  at  his  indiscretion.  He  ap- 
gea  red  humbled  in  the  preaenee  of  those  whoheard 
what  he  had  said  and  beheld  ^is  coUDienance.  His 
words  were  these — my  life  on  it:  '■  I  will  roucb 
that  such  are  the  secret  wishes  of  the  Pi«sideal — 
or  the  Executive" — I  do  not  know  which. 

Mr.  Vahndm.— I  must  deny  that  1  made  u< 
the  words  twucA  or  tecret.  I  stated  whaf  1  bare 
declared.  As  to  being  thunderstruck,  if  ihHt'was 
tbe  case,  I  was  not  aware  of  it.  Aud  as  lit  being 
hnmbled,  I  hare  never  felt  humbled  by  any  maD. 
I  have  never  felt  or  shall  feel  afraid  at  tbe  face  of 
any  mortal  man.  I  have  been  in  the  service  of  my 
cotintry  for  many  years,and  I  have  never  beard  any 
argument  but  What  I  should  be  willing  to  meet, 
if  It  was  not  loo  indecent  to  require  an  answer — 1 
have  done  my  daty,  and  am  not  conscious  of  hav- 
ing injured  any  mao. 

Mr.  Jackbor. — in  consequence  of  tbe  ground- 
less and  illiberal  allusions  which  bare  been  madt 
to  me,  I  hare  felt  myself  nnder  the  obligatioo  of 
rising.  I  had  hoped  that  an  adjournmeni  Would 
hare  allowed  me  time  to  have  examined  ihe 
Toluminoas  notes  I  hare  taken  of  the  former  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  to 
hare  presented  to  the  people  some  criterion  where- 
by to  judge  of  their  accuracy;  Bui  as  I  am  thus 
called  upon  in  such  ao  iLiberal  manner,  and  the 
question  is  to  be  decided  to-day — ahfaough  not  ex- 
ind  being  totally  unprepared,  I 
choiee'left  me.  Sir,  the  assertion  is  lin- 
e,  that  I  have  attempted  lo  vindicate  the  char- 
sctei  of  the  Secretary  of  Sute  against  the  rari- 


necting  I 
hare  no  c 


Viri 


;harges  eibtbiled  by  tbe  atDllFmtE  h 
ginia  against  him.     I  sbouldltiebrnj^ 


ptbjmsnyeoosiilroii 
tenor  of  hiimlli|»'> 
is  a  complete  answer  and  retiilaiioD  of  ibtK 
nani  calomnies  which  disappoiaied  tmbniocc 
prejudice  have  given  rise  to;  iihI  sfcmJIt- 
the  reason  that  the  charge  of  iaddiacT  r^ 
had  been  urged  against  the  lenaAtofsy, 
league,  (Mr.  Eppea,)  from  the  relilkmiii:: 
he  stood  to  the  Executive,  wonldapjdfiiibiti 
force  to  me.  I  never  deemed  sucti  iakn 
necessary;  however  corapeteol  I  mi^lrL'tt^ 
task.  I  did  not  consider  the  eotidiictiDdKiii.i: 
of  tfie  Secretary  of  State  as  rajniriiiiUT':^ 
port;  they  bare  made  an  impression  on  ilifW 
can  people,  not  to  be  erased  b?  dKluuiin}' 
supported  by  fact.  In  relaiioii  id  tht  pr|i 
charge  made  against  hitn,  his  htriiiruM^ 
to  draw  money  from  the  Treasatj  wRbotiuip- 
propriation  by  law,  it  is  not  true;  nottcliii's;' 
was  made.  I  happened  to  seethe  SrtrrrmE 
the  Treasury  near  the  door  of  thii  Howu" 
asked  him  whether  it  was  troe  ibii  ivi  u  H- 
tempt  was  made,  and  be  told  meiimu:''"' 
it  was  proposed  in  the  EieCHtire  aSirt* 
Congress  met,  to  instruct  our  Mriifflrwifiii 
negotiation  for  tbe  purchase  of  iteRoriM'J" 
the  supposition  that  Congress  iwW</W?J 
the  money  when  they  met;  bullWtef""'''' 
it  was  not  ceriain  that  Coogres!W)Hm»!« 
appropriation,  and  he  added  ihiitliiiin?»'j« 
did  not  come  from  the  B.-erfitflolsW"f 
from  the  President  himself.  TbuketKn" 
tured  by  misrepresentation  iDlo  "  """I' ' 
draw  money  out  of  tbe  Trwsory  wW|r 
sanction  of  an  appropriattoo  by  It".  ''"'^ 
main  charge  egsinst  the  Secrduj « S""' 
so  destitute  of  iroih  and  fouadsimn-""" 
expression,  I  say  it  is  deatitoW  oi""^ 
not  necessary  that  the  other  slioitW  l*"!™ 
namely,  that  he  told  my  co!le»«te[Mi.Bi"'-^ 
inteiTupted,  "lain  not thegentlWUD'sW'"^, 
Very  well,  that  he  told  Johic  Ewiim«-tL' 
SpBAKEBsaid  it  was  out  of  wdetiociilt** 
by  name.]  Sir,  I  Snow  of  no  mo" 'E 
appellation  unles.1  it  tsthedescendsniinw'jrj 
Whom  he  told  that  France  would  not  pei*^ 
to  settle  her  dijferences  with  i";'r'w- 
wanted  money,  and  if  we  did  not  gi"""^ 
hate  a  Spanish  and  French  wir.  Im»«^ 
ting  for  argument,  whil  I  do  not  nW* 
that  the  prejudiced  mind  of  the  f«i"!T^ 
not  controlled  by  a  determination  'o  ii«*L„ 
what  he  had  heard;  atid  that  hew"* 
there  was  no  doubt  France  would  g«*" 
has  he  no:  said  the  same  thing  in  tSMtl  a"^^ 
ediy  declaredtherei3iioSp«to.noPr"'r;: 
France  would  not  permit  Spain  to  ftrnj^^^ 
ferences  with  os;  and  if  the  dop'' «  ' 
Marquis  Yrujo  could  be  drswn  from  1"=  F  ,, 
pocket,  they  would  be  found  ""V^^'^ 
of  CM.  Talleyraod~he  has  d«'*'"^t 
ei-idence  of  political  weaknpss  W'Cii'"'^. 
Ihey  ought  to  be,  diiregardin?  tk  tnw"";^ 
whittSy.re;    WeII,.?aU<h»»"*"" 
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8piin  bad  placed  hersetrDDderiheprotccitoo  and 
control  of  France,  vdd Id  ii  oat  have  been  pre- 
posleroDa  to  speak  o(  Spain,  as  if  she  were  toully 
lodepend^at  of  her  ally?  Would  it  not  have 
been  ■bsuid  to  sbat  our  eves  to  (be  truthl  But 
was  it  ever  soggeswd  by  tbe  Secretai*  of  State? 
It  has  not  even  been  urged  oo  this  floor,  thai  it 
was — and  I  should  not  oeKere  it  if  it  were  to 
orged,  that  we  were  to  gire  this  mooey  to  France 
to  coerce  Spain,  The  fientleinan  has  declared 
that  Fraaca  can  compel  Spain  to  take  such  mea- 
sures as  she  sees  fit,  and  that  it  is  dishoDOTHble  in 
US  to  take  advantage  of  the  hiiniiliation  of  Spain.' 
Tbis  is  a  complete  rindieation  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Biecutive  and  of  Congress  in  the  measures 
they  hare  taken  to  purchase  this  country,  which 
is  on  all  hands  admitted  to  be  so  important  to  us; 
as  it  is  surely  more  honorable  to  buy  than  to  take 
it  by  force  from  its  enfeebled  miserable  owner,  in- 
capable of  protecting  it.  Altho&gb  it  has  been 
decided  to  be  out  of  order  to  disclose  the  secret 
communications,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(]Ur.  ).  Rakoolph)  has  declared  that  France  said 
if  we  gave  Bpainonu  blow,  she  would  give  us  two 
or  ten  in  return,  and  others  have  declared  France 
threatened  us  with  war.  Sir,  I  asaert  there  are 
DO  such  iacts  contained  in  the  secret  despatches 
sent  to  us.  I  regret  I  cannot  pariue  the  course  in 
which  other  gentlemen  have  been  indulged  by 
stating  what  are  the  facts  in  contradiction  of  what 
they  are  declared  to  be;  and  though  this  should 
be  a  violation  of  order,  it  would  perhaps  be  pro- 
per, as  a  disclosare  has  been  proroked  by  gross 
misrepresentations,  [o  repel  them,  and  justify 
tjurselves  lo  the  people  by  stating  the  infomaiion 
itself.  1  will,  therefore,  undertake  to  say  that  all 
the  information  we  received  from  the  docnments 
on  this  point,  was  in  answer  to  the  inquiry,  what 
their  condMk  would  be,  if  we  declared  war  against 
Spain,  to  which  they  replied  they  were  compelled 
(0  lake  part  with  Spain.  [There  was  a  Inad  call  to 
order  by  Mr.  J.  Randolph  and  others.]  Mr.  J. 
eontinaed :  1  shall  always  respect  the  calls  to 
order  from  the  Spt-aker  avd  tbe  House,  but  not 
from  that  person  (J.  RaMDoi-Fa.)  After  some 
convetsation  relative  to  the  point  of  order,  Mt.  J. 
proceeded — Sir,  I  wish  to  know  whether  it  is  in 
order  for  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  eflirm 
that  France  declared  she  would  for  every  blow 
we  gpave  Spain,  give  as  two  or  ten  in  return  ?  It  is 
not  in  order  for  me  to  correct  the  mii'Statement, 
and  it  neither  is  in  order  to  ask  where  was  the 
venial  vigilance  oi  the  Speaker,  when  he  (Mr. 
Ramdolfb)  prostrated  every  rule  of  order  and 
decorum.  Mr.  Speaker,  1  have  said  and  I  repeat 
it  to-day,  I  should  rejoice  If  all  the  uoret  Rommu- 
nicatioDs  could  be  made  public,  and  uoi  such  pans 
only  as  [be  opposition  wish ;  they  would  then  af- 
ford ro  our  coDslituenis  not  a  garUed  buta  complete 
view  ofour  eonflicl,  and  they  would  then  justly 
afipreciate  the  assertion  that  France  (hreateaed  us 
with  war ;  aed  the  charges  of  our  giving  money 
to  conciliate  France.  But  when  are  perceive  in 
the  Message  of  the  President,  a  request  that  it 
should  be  kepi  secret.  1  much  doubt  the  right  of 
withdrawing  the  confidence  thereby  reposed  in  lu 


at  this  time.  If  when  the  Messages  were  received 
we  had  determined  not  to  hear  them,  and  with' 
hidd  ibeir  contents  from  public  view,  we  should 
have  returned  tbem  with  their  Male  unbrokea  j 
but  it  is  too  late  ajier  getting  them  into  our  pos- 
session under  the  injunction  of  secrecy  to  divulge 
them  without  permission.  I  admit  there  are  ex- 
treme eases  in  which  We  ought  to  commnoicate 
what  we  may  oon&deatiallyacquirej  eases  iovoir- 
ing  the  destiticiion  of  the  Constitution  itself;  but 
this  is  not  such  a  one.  It  may  be  lilaned  to  the 
ease  of  an  individual,  who  would  be  scouted  ai  a 
dishonorable  man,  if  when  he  received  informa- 
tion in  confidence,  he  afterwards,  without  permia* 
Stan  from  his  informant,  divulged  it.  This  House 
1  repeat  it,did  not  vote  for  the  apj^opriation  under 
tbe  idea  that  it  was  intended  to  make  use  of 
France  to  coerce  Spain  into  any  measure.  On 
the  contrary,  invtructions  have  been  sent  lo  our 
Minister  resident  at  the  Court  of  France,  who  Is 
appointed  Envoy  Extraordinary  to  negotiate  with 
the  Court  of  S)win  for  the  purchase  of  this  coon- 
trv ;  the  idea  of  coercion  through  the  instiumeH- 
laliiy  of  France  was  repelled  by  the  gentleman 
himself;  he  declared  that  Bonaparte,  with  a  reve- 
nue of  100  millionsj  besides  what  he  could  squeeze 
from  his  dear  allies,  would  disdain  to  be  bribed  by 
a  sum  only  equal  to  two  weeks  expenditures. — 
There  can  be  nothing,  therefore,  exceptionable  in 
the  measure,  and  if  the  assertion  made  were  cor- 
rect, and  our  candid  opinion  was,  that  the  money 
thus  apprapriated  would  ultimately  go  into  the 
coffers  of  France,  there  would  be  nothing  impro- 
per in  it  as  far  as  we  are  concerned.  France  and 
Spain  are  connected  tog«her  by  a  Treaty  of  Al- 
liance, ofiitnsiveand  defensive.  Tbe  one  cannot 
go  to  war  without  involving  the  other.  France 
would  be  compelled  to  Cake  part  with  Spain  unless 
she  violated  her  faith  to  her;  and  1  believe  Bona- 
parte has  never  been  charged  with  a  want  of  faith 
to  hi*allies;  and  this  well  accounts  for  the  answer 
to  our  Minister,  that  they  were  bonnd  to  take  part 
with  Spain.  Sir,  tbis  is  national  honor  according 
to  the  British  doctrines,  and  the  gentleman  will 
admit  them.  The  Ministry  frequently  boasts  in 
Parliament,  that  their  conttnenial  allies  will  not 
forsake  them,  and  that  no  separate  treaty  will  be 
made,  no  settlement  of  differences  nor  arrange- 
ment of  territorial  limits  will  be  entered  into, 
without  their  approbation.  There  can,  therefore, 
be  nothing  improper  in  Spain's  consulting  France 
in  tbis  business,  which  relates  to  tbe  Iransfer  of  a 
domain  as  large  as  Spain  itself;  and  if  she  pleases, 
giving  France  the  price  of  the  purchase.  Tbe 
proposition  was  for  the  purchase  of  a  country  all 
important  to  us.*  So  important  as  to  have  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  this  House  in  1802,  under 
a  consideration  that  we  mast  have  it  by  conquest, 
or  purchase  at  a  fair  price.  It  was  determined  to 
pursue  a  pacific  course  then — the  character  of 
the  nation  required  it,  not  only  at  home  but 
abroad.  For  if  we  had  determined  to  make  int«- 
est  the  rule  of  national  right,  and  resorted  to  forc^ 
because  our  interest  dictated  it,  the  Powers  of 
Europe,  justly  alarmed  by  a  spirit  of  ambition  and 
aggranaizement  which  threatened  thrauelves  and 
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their  depeaiieiicies  with  deslmctioa,  wonid  ba*e 
made  H  comrauD  cause  lo  crush  us.  The  same 
coane  has  been  reaolred  oa  now,  for  ihe  same 
wiae  reasons;  and  we  deiermined  to  purchase 
sucb  B  part  of  the  Fioridas  as  did  not  belong  to 
vs;  for  il  was  acknowledged  by  the  EenlleinaD 
(Mr,  B.)  that  we  have  not  a  foot  east  of  the  Iber- 
Ttlle  and  ihe  Lakes  Maurepas  and  FoaEcharirain. 
But  admilliDg  this  poinl  to  be  questionable,  there 
waa  no  impropriety  in  purchasing  clie  territory 
uknowledged  to  belong  to  Spain,  and  settling  the 
boundaries  and  extent  of  a  doubtful  right  in  the 
bargain.  For  my  part,  I  have  no  doubt  that  (he 
measure  in  every  point  of  view  in  which  it  can 
be  placed  was  recommended  by  the  soundest  policy 
and  the  best  interests  of  the  nation.  Bat  we  were 
told  amongst  other  strange  asseriionn,  that  by  this 
TOte  of  money  we  have  violated  our  oeutrality, 
that  a  neutral  nation  can  do  nothing  beneficial  to 
■  belligerent,  and  as  iDoaey  is  the  sinews  of  war, 
we  cannot  on  any  account  supply  it.  Whether 
this  is  not  advancing  British  pretensions  under 
British  influence,  il  is  for  the  sober  sense  of  the 
community  lo  determine. 

1  consider  the  report  of  the  select  committee  as 
the  best  justification  of  the  opposiiionmade  to  the 
measure  it  recommends,  and  the  severest  commen- 
tary upon  the  conclusions  which  are  proposed  lo 
be  drawn  fromtt.  It  speaks  of  the  ''piratical  dep- 
redations upon  our  commerce  ;  of  obstructing  the 
navigation  of  the  Mobile,"  and  in  the  daring  vi- 
olation  of  our  undisputed  limits,  &c.  affording 
"ample  cause  fore  formal  declaration  of  war.'' 
Sir,  tha  exactions  of  duty  on  the  Mobile,  will  un- 
doubtedly be  continued  so  long  as  Spain  holds  the 
country  ;  the  right  is  not  Eeltfed  bv  the  laws  or 
usages  of  nations ;  and  thus  indeed  the  exported 
products  of  the  finest  regions  of  the  United  Stales 
may  be  subjected  to  dnties.  as  well  as  those  im- 

foried  into  it,  and  ibe  travellers  reluming  on  the 
igh  road  from  New  Orleans  will,  by  engaging  in 
brmls  with  the  Spanish  subjects,  eternally  endan- 
ger the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  United  Stales; 
•oihat.  Instead  of  war,  sound  policy  clearly  dicta- 
led  a  purchase.  And  what  is  the  daring  violation 
■poken  of?  A  molehill  converted  into  a  moun- 
tain— gigantic  names  given  to  pigmy  events.  It 
is  nothing  more  or  less  than  the  arrest  of  the  Kem- 
pers.  Is  that  "ample  cause  of  war?"  A  few  peo- 
ple beaded  bv  these  men  raised  the  standard  of 
rebellion  in  the  territory  of  Spain,  from  whence 
they  fled  within  our  limits,  and  were  seized  by  our 
citizens,  carried  witbin  the  Spanish  lines  and  there 
delivered  to  a  Spanish  party.  And  this  is  what 
»  declared  in  the  report  to  be  an  ample  appear- 
ance ot  war.  After  urging  that  we  are  '*  too  far 
removed  from  the  powerful  nations  of  the  earth 
for  our  safety  lo  be  endangered  by  their  hostility," 
ibat  "  peace  must  always  be  desirable  so  long  as 
it  is  compatible  with  the  honor  and  the  interest 
of  Ihe  community"— that  "  we  are  heavily  bur- 
deoed  with  debt"— and  the  best  interests  of  the 
nation  cry  aloud  for  '■  peace — that  when  the  debt 
is  diraharged,  and  not  till  then,  may  we  bid  defi- 
ance to  ibe  world" — that  "  the  present  morneni  is 
peculiarly  auspicious  for  this  great  and  desirable 


work" — that  "now  if  ever  the  asiioail  iSd'  nj 
be  paid  by  reaping  the  rich  harvest  of  ntguuf 
the  report  concludes  with  recomm«idiii;i)i 
measure — the  raising  a  number  of  tioopi  to -i 
tise  Spanish  inroad  and  insnll."  I  ihoDlJ  'm 
been  convinced  bad  1  voted  forsuchaptii;Kb« 
and  for  such  leasnns,  that  the  pecplt,  aillxiii. 
merly  have,  would  withdraw  their  coDidaiRrf| 
dismiss  from  oflice  an  AdaiinistraiioD, Ioiikm 
national  irritation,  and  adopttagwirniEiimii 
such  miserable  reasons,  founded  on  neb  iriil 
leant  causes.  I  had  another  reasoo  fori^'^ 
ihis  standine  army  measure.  I  belierid  i-» 
lilia  of  the  United  States  were  aiiM|iK'ii» 
duced  by  its  friends — they  were  njano^t 
inefficient,  and  not  to  be  relied  on.  1  bdJtria 
the  contrary,  that  they  were  equil  loaiif  (wij» 
cies  that  could  arise,  and  would  defeidllwii* 
try  with  more  bravery  than  mere  mmmiis  I 
feared  that  as  in  other  countries  m  Id  ib.^:^ 
pretext  might  be  made  use  of  to  Btnnij! 
army,  the  most  potent  engine  in  tk  Iwdai 
despot,  to  enforce  obedience  lo  his  will  SM 
though  cases  may  arise  when  it  ii  mwar  ^ 
raise  armies— if  it  is  recollecteil  ibal  \kKpo- 
sion  most  complained  of  was  iifficiillHi^''"' 
by  the  Spanish  authorities,  aod  ssitAtnup* 
mised— tbiH  cannot  be  of  that  dBoiniix. 

A  high  officerof  the  OoverBmwllubMthw? 
el  with  an  unconstitutional  at  teiDput'><*'°|»^ 
fromihe  treasury  wilhootanap[iropMil"yl"l 
but,  on  the  authority  of  theSecrettn"!"!"'" 
sury,  1  deny  it.  ThechBrgelherefimi""™"? 
on  Its  author,  unless  he  justifies  hiiwlf  (='"'• 
ingit.  1  will  conclude  my  raiBsrhilf|Sai^ 
whni  I  commenced  with  declariDg,lliiil'«"^ 
mean,  nor  do  1  ihink  it  iocumbeni  M 'M.'^' 
vindicate  the  character  of  the  8fWfB[!'^^ 
The  charges  have  been  reiterated  fr(*i!""T' 
and  hia  frieads  repeatedly  challdijed  nW^ 
forward  and  justify  him.  Bui  when  ihtfraf 
allegation  is  totally  untrue,  theotherswillw'» 
be  Joiy  appreciated.  Those  who  miita"' 
sertion  for  fact  will  believe  theni,lii)ttlnC*^ 
of  the  people  of  tbia  cotintry  will  reqiiirew"=« 
individual  awerlion  before  ibey  wnliW'-^ 
confidence,  and  condemn  the  inditii»^- 
Vfholeiife  has  been  devoted  Wthejerna'" 
country,  and  whose  services  arekooM* 
knowiedged  by  every  liberal  nian-iMJ*"J^ 
consent  to  believe  charged  wilhonl  i'"'*','^ 

The  quesiion  was  then  taken  by  I'^'T^. 
on  the  moilon  of  Mr.  J.  BiSDOL?H,"lMi '«''■; 
ed  supplemental  Journal  of»ec«'P'^.a 
amended,  by  inserting  after  the  won!  t*  , 
Ihe  third  line  of  the  first  page,  the  Meo^' 
President  of  the  United  Slates  of  tkeMii^ 
cemher  lasL  and  that  a  new  editioo  o'* 
journal,  thus  amended,  be  printed  <<"  ^„- 
the  members";  and  decided  in  ine  k?" 
yeas  44,  nays  74,  as  follows: 

Yiw— BuTweJI  Bawelt,  George  M.Btiiini"'! 
Betton,GeorgeW.C.mpbBll,M»ninCliilln**  ;. 
tofAer  Clark,  Joseph  Claj,  Suoiui  W.  DW'- 
DavonpoTt,  junior,  John  Dawson,  J««l«  '■"'* 
Bllia,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Bppei.JtfW''-"' 
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Cluvlm  Qotdabaroagt,  Edwin  Oraj,  SMh  Hwtingx, 
David  Holnu>,  Daii  Hough,  Judm  KbUj,  JoMph 
Lewia,  joBior,  Joulhaa  O.  Mowly,  Jeraniah  Netnni, 
Timothj  PiIkui,jniuDr,  Jowah  Qaiac;,  John  Randolpb, 
John  lua  of  PBumytianu,  Tbomu  Sunmoiu,  JoAn 
CdUod  Smith,  8&miut  Smith,  ThomM  Spklding,  Wil- 
liam BtedmiB,  Lewia  B.  Soirgea,  Sunuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Philip  R.  Thompaan,  "notnm 
W.  ThompaoD,  Abiam  Trigg,  Pbflip  Van  Cardndt, 
XiUian  K.  Vu  Renaadaer,  P«teg  Wadnrortb,  Dttid 
B.  WiHinDa,  and  AInandw  WSMm. 

Nxi« — Enn  Atciandsr,  Wfflia  AMBB,)nii^  Imm 
Andenon,  Da*id  Bud,  Joa^  B^m,  WUUua  BIm^- 
ledge,  Jobi  Kaka,  joniot,  TbMUdi  BImuN,  Robart 
Bninn,  WiUiam  Bntlar,  John  OlMnaiar,  J^bnOlaibma, 


Walter  Jonea, Thomai  Keoan,  John  Lambert,  Michael 
Loib,  Mattheir  hyoa,  Duncaa  McFailand,  Robert 
Marion,  Joaiah  Haatera,  William  McCceerj,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  TboniM  Meora,  Jeremiah  Morrotr,  John 
Morrow,  Onrdon  S.  Mumford,  Roger  Tf^bon,  Thoina< 
Newton,  junior,  Oideon  Olin,  John  Pngh,  Thomaa  M. 
KanJolpti,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneasee,  Jacob  Richarda, 
John  RoiuII,  Patei  SaUly,  Thomas  Bandfen),  Martin 
Q.  Schunemas,  Ebeneier  Seaver,  Jamea  ffioan,  John 
amilie,  John  ftnilh,  Httti?  Sontbard,  Riehald  SMtd- 
fanl,  Jeaeph  StantMi,  David  Tbomaa,  Uri  Tncj,  Jo- 
■aph  B.  Vamum,  JiAn  WhitehiJI,  Rottart  WUtahill, 
EUpbalet  Widua,  Mmnadok*  WUIiana,  NattamWil- 
bama,  Ri^iaid  Winn,  aaid  Jowph  Winatoa. 

[NoTB. — On  a  anbaequent  inj  Mr.  Jacxsom  imde 
thefollDwinKez]^Datio9;HeobeerTed(b«ittebBd 
been  miaUDOerstood  in  'be  ntaarka  he  bad  made 
in  relntion  to  the  eoDveraation  had  with  Mr.  Oal- 
LATiEt,  or  It)  the  warmth  of  hf«  feeHs^  bad  er- 
prcsaed  bimaelf  differentlf  fram  his  intefitiona. 
H«  did  not  mean  to  be  iradentood  aa  repeatiBE  the 
words  of  Mr.  G.  When  he  said  theolnii^  of  at- 
tempting to  drvw  moaey  fram  tbt  Treaiury  was 
not  true,  bat  as  sMtiug  the  iniennee  be  drew  ffom 
the  ezpreaMOM  of  that  g«otlemnD,'for  wbioh  he, 
Mr.  ].,  beld  bimsrif  responsible.  Indeed,  be  wiah- 
«d  to  be  undwMood  t&ion^hom  aa  repMiiiig  the 
KibatnDoe  of  the  eeaTenaiion  only.  OM  did  he 
mean  to  be  ondenlood  that  Mr.  Q.  bad  ginena 
license  or  nnlb«r)lT  to  Mnl  tSMpeu  tba-coaver- 
Mtion.  He  uked  Mi.  Q.,  as  a  public  man,  le- 
'  q»ee(lttg  the  charge,  ami  reeeiM  «W  anawer  aa 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Kablt, 
"Saoktd  by  the  Samtt  atui  B«iut  ef  MtprtMmt^ 
tint  of  the  Uuited  Stata  af  Amtrita,  in  Cangreu  u- 
ttmhitd.  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepreientatiTea  be,  and  thcj 
are  herabj,  aolhoriied  to  adjourn  their  respeeUve 
Housea  on   Wednesdaj,  the   aixteenih  of  Apiil  io- 


concnTfettce. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
Che  Whole  aa  tbs  amendmeata  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  coaitnae  in 
force  an  ACI,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize.  th<e 
Secratary  of  War  to  issue  land  wartaois,  and  Stw 
other  purposes ;"  and,  after  some  lioie  spent  ibeie- 
'-  tbe  CammiiCee  rose,  and  reported  to  the  Houaa 


■neb— be  Ibwafore 

A  m«eageft«m  tba  Senate  iafaroied  tlie  House 
I  that  tb«  Smaie  4o  not 'agree  io4he  cppMntment 
I  of  a  cwBnrittee  to  «onfei  with  the  aommitcee  af 
I  this  House  on  the  time  that  the  two  Hoasea  of 
'  CoBgtesB  otlgfal  to  ad  jovrn. 

TuEBOAT,  April  8. 
The  House  leaolved  itself  iotoa  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  establishiojE  trading- 
houses  with  the  Indian  tribes.  The  bill  waa  re- 
ported with  several  amendments  thereto ;  which 
were  severally  twice  lead,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

9th  Con.— 3S 


theii 


'reement  to  ihesame,  without  smeiidmeDC. 

On  tne  (^uealion  that  the  House  do  af  ree  wiui 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  ibeir  a^eemeat 
to  the  said  fimeudmenta,  it  was  resolTed  ip  tt^ 
affijrmatiTe. 

Mr.  JoBN  RannOLPa,  from  the  Committee  cf 
Ways  and  Meao^  to  whom  were  referrad  onSat- 

'      ■    ■     ■  '  id  by  the  Sen- 

lepeal  ibe.act 
[o  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  ibepublip 
debt  in  payment  ibi  lands  of  the  United  Siatea, 
aud  for  otnei  purposes  relative  to  the  public- debt," 
repotted  to  the  House  their  agreemeat  to  ttlt 
same,  vilh  sereial  amendmenti. 

The  House  proceeded  to  coniidei  (lie  aaid 
atnenilmenca  of  the  Senate:  Whereupon, 

Saolved.  That  this  House  do  agree  to  ihefitit 
second,  ana  third  of  the  said  amendments  j  and 
agree  to  the  fauttb  of  the  said  amendmantt, 
with  an  amendmeat. 

Raaolved,  TMt  ithis  House  jo  disagree  to  the 
fifth  aqd  last  ol  the  said  amendments,  aad  do  da- 
sirea  coafereoce  with  the  Senate  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  said  •meudmsnt;  and  that  Meesra. 
JoaK  Rahdolfh,  CLuutcr,  and  Jobepb-Cuz,  be 
appointed  taanagus  at  the  aaid  eo&faxenoe,  on  tbf 
part  of  ibis  House. 

Orderedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  aiscbarged  from  the  further  cotuiden- 
tion  of  the  petition  of  the  Legislative  Couueii  and 
House  of  RepreseDtatives  <u  the  Indiana  Tairi- 
tory,  referred  to  thera  on  the  thirteenth  of  I''abni- 
ary  last ;  and  that  the  aaid  petition  be  lelatred  to 
(he  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whomia  conuntt* 
ted  the  bill  respecting  claims  to  land  in  the  IniU- 
aua  Territory,  aad  State  of  Ohio. 

Ordered,  That  ibe  Committee  on  the  Pablie 
Lands  be  discbaified  fron  the  {dither  considem- 
tion  of  the  petitions  of  sundry  inbabttanu  of 
WashiogtoQ  coUDiy,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
referred  lo  them  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  J«q- 
uarv  last ;  and  that  the  said  petitions  be  referred 
to  tne  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  legolMiDg  the  gtants  of  laad,aDdfioTidiog 
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for  the  disposn)  of  the  hods  of  theUoited  Siaiei 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  Rakdolfh,  thit  the 
letter  addressed  to  the  SenreUry  of  War,  on  the 


sage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  thi 
sixth  of  December  last,  together  with  the  an 
sner  of  the  said  Secretary  thereto,  of  the  twen 
ty-fourth  of  the  sama  month,  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  members,  aod  that  the  said  letters  be 
inserted  in  the  printed  Journal  of  secret  proceed- 
ing;. 

The  question  was  lakeo  on  the  said  motioD, 
and  passed  in  the  neeatire. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jacksok, 

jRetolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
lie  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  any 
ioformatioD  which  he  may  possess  in  relation  to 
an  application  said  to  have  been  made  to  draw 
money  from  the  Treasury  for  the  purchase  of  the 
PIoHdas,  before  an  appropriation  made  by  law, 
for  that  purpose. 

The  House  resolved  itself  Into  a  Comiaittee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  reEolaiiag  the  grams  of  land,  and 
proTidine  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  south  of  the  Slate  of  Tennes 
see."  The  bill  was  reported  with  xereral  amend' 
menis  thereto ;  which  were  seveTaHy  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  Housr. 

Ordered,  That  ibe  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
tb«i  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
■el  (o  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  the  Indiana  Territory  ;'■  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  Honse. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  is  referred 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
made  on  the  twcnty-secood  ultimo,  on  the  petition 
of  sundry  purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  in  the  Indiana  Territory, 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  ftmend- 
n en ts  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Friday  last,  to  the  bill  to  amend  ia  the 
cases  therein  m'enlioned,  the  "Act  to  regulate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  f 
tnd  the  same  being  severally  twice  read,  were,  on 
the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  raid  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 


Wbdnhbdat,  April  9. 

Mr.  JoBR  C.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  seventeenth 
ultimo,  a  letter  from  William  Eaton,  late  Consul 
of  the  United  States  at  Tuois,  addressed  to  the 
Speaker,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read 
and  considered :  Whereupon, 

tteaolved,  That  the  proper  accotintisg  officers 


be  authorized  and  directed  to  liquidity  aiijw> 
the  Bccoontssnbsistinff  between  iheUahrdSie 
and  William  Eaton,  late  CodidI  it  Tniktpx 
just  and  equitable  principles,  nndn  the  dim 
of  the  Secretary  of  Stale. 

OTdered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  bio[|)::il 
pursuant  to  the  said  TesoImioD;siiiltbs[ibFCs 
miltee  of  Claims  do  prepare  aid  biiojii:; 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  from  the  CotDoiiiR! 
Claims,  presented  a  bill  autboriziiig  ibi  nt 
ment  of  accounts  between  the  ODtt«d  Siiisiat 
William  Saton;  which  wat  read  inrc,ii,'ti>- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whirie  liwnn. 

A  message  from  Uie  Senate  taformeii  tixBM . 
that  (he  Senate  hare  agreed  Id  iheesarRotilM 
sired  by  this  House  on  the  subjecl-astRii'ik 
amendments  depending  between  iliti»(ft«" 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeilsn**?! 
any  act  or  acts  as  authorise  the  Mwipii'''*- 
dences  of  the  public  debt,  inpayciiMlftfl'^'>| 
the  United  Slates,  and  for  other  pofpowreli™  I 
to  the  public  debt;  and  have  afpimlm^  [ 
at  the  said  conference,  on  their  psit  I 

An  engrossed  bill  for  esublishiiiginiii*i*w  I 
with  the  Indian  uibes,  was  read  tti  w  i^  j 
and  passed.  , 

An  engrossed  bill  to  amend,  iiikosBii™ 
mentioned,  the  act  to  regoiaW  ilt^'«iM2 , 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  wn''^'''" 
time,  and  passed.  .,. 

An  engroswd  bill  in  addiuon  l^f^T? 
'An  act  T^ulating  the  granti  of  l''°;~l''j 
vidiog  for  tlie  disposal  of  the  ludiofut'^i^ 
State*  south  of  the  Sute  of  Tei»H«i  ""* 
the  third  time,  and  passed.  „        .„ 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  H^**^ 
from  Joseph  Hoppsk  Nicbolsou,  H* 
the  members  from  the  Sttle  of  ^^^f^^. 
uiniog  the  resignation  of  his  sei^t  u  ■'■'^ 


which  n 


iead  and'ordered  to  lie  o»  ^^ 
TE«ME8eEB  LASD8.  . 

The  House leaoLved  itself  >diosCi»)^*. 
Ibe  Wholej  on  the  bUl  to  »i«'»'«**?:c 
Tennasaee  to  issu«  grant^  and  P^JT^ 
crniain  lands  ihenln  desenbed ;  and  to  *;, 
claims  lo  the  Tacant  and  ■Mppropn*"'^ 


This  motion  waa  supported  hT  Uf'^'^i 
and  oppoMid  by  Henrs.  QuM,  ^1"!^, 
CiMrBBLL,  Rhsa  of  Tennessee,  and  f  no 
Meosr*.  BomNozR,  BuioklbbMi  »"' 'j^ 
SB,  spoke  against  the  provision*  oi  i* 

T?e  question  was  thea  uken  on  I'M'-^, 

the  first  section,  and  passed  in  the  nepi" 

out  a  division.  ^^  ^, : 

Various  amendments  were  offered:  ^, 

which  were  aereed  to,  and  olhera  iwf^ 

after  considerable  debate.  .     u^. 

Mr.  Blackledob  moved  a  new  ««''<"'7fr 

igthat  this  act  (hall  not  "ie™"' „^ 

Legislature  of  Morth  CiroltBt  sW  P"  '^ 

assent  thereto. 
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Tbia  motion  wu  sapported  \tj  Mestra.  Blount, 
Macon,  Bod  Albzandbb,  Bod  opposed  by  Meiiri. 
Greoq,  and  O.  W.  Campbell,  and  disagreed  lo — 
ayes  33. 

The  Committeg  then  tdh,  and  reported  the  bill 
vith  BQDdrr  amendineiils ;  when  the  Uoiue  ad- 
journed. 

Tbdhbday,  April  10. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MoCbbbby, 


e  reaigoation  of  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  one  of 
(he  RepreMDlativei  from  that  Sute. 

A  message  from  the  Seoale  informed  ibe  Home 
that  the  Seoate  have  paHed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compeasalioii  of  elerki, 
and  for  other  purpoees  ,■"  to  which  they  deairB  the 
cODcarrence  of  this  Hoose. 

TENNESSEE  LANDS. 

Tha  House  took  into  consideraiioD  the  amend- 
menW  of  the  Cooimitiee  of  the  Whole  to  the  bill 
auiboriaiag  the  Slaieof  Teoneuee  tuiuuegranti 
and  perfect  titles  to  eeitam  laadi  therein  deKrib- 
ed;  and  to  settle  the  elaiiiMto  the  uoappcopriaied 
land  within  the  same. 

These  amendmeols  having  been  agreed  to, 
Bi^cKLsnas  offered  a  new  aeclion  : 

'■  That  Uiii  kct  shall  not  taka  afbet  nntil  the  I<«gi»- 
latore  of  North  CaTdtMiabaU  pasa  an  act  giTiog  thair 
aaaaat  thereto." 

In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  B.  spoke  at  con- 
siderable length,  to  show  thai  the  bill  would  be 
an  iDrriogemenl  of  the  compact  betwera  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  North  Carolina,  without  this  pror 

The  adoption  of  thisseetion  was  also  supported 
by  Messn.  Blohnt  and  Albzanbbb  ;  and  oppoaed 
bf  Messrs.  J.  C.  SMtTH  and  Alstok. 

The  yeas  aod  nays  being  reqitired  on  it,  were— 
yeas  2t,  niys  78,  as  follows: 

YiAs — E*an  Aleiuider,  George  M.  Bedhigsr,  Wil- 
liam Blackledge,  Thomu  Bloont,  John  Claiboms,  Ja- 
cob Crowninshisld,  Jamei  Elliet,  David  Holmes,  Thos. 
Kenan,  Dnncan  MacFailuid,  Jeremiah  Horrow,  John 
Morrow,  John  Randolph,   Thomas    Sandford,  John 


„„,  DavW  

Joseph  WinilDu. 

Nats— WiUia  Alaton,  jnnioT,  D&vid  Bard,  Jon^ 
Barker,  Bilaa  Batton,  Baiaabaa  BidweU,  John  Blake, 
jaaior,  Bobart  Brown,  William  Butter,  Qeoife  W. 
Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  Christopher 
Clark,  Joaaph  Clar,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton, 
Kichard  Cutta,  Bsmael  W.  Duia,  John  DaTeapart,  jr., 
John  DawKin,  Ehas  Eule,  Peter  Eari;,  Csleti  Ellis, 
Ebeoeiai  Elmer,  WiUiam  Fiadlej,  Jsmei  Fisk,  John 
Fowlei,  Felanon  Goodwjn,  Andrew  Oregg,  Ijwah  L. 
Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  Ssdi  Hastings, 
David  Hough,  JohaO.Jackwin,  Walter JoDed,Hictual 
Leib,  Matthew  Ljoa,  Robeit  Marion,  Josiah  Masters, 
William  McCrenrj,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas 
Moore,  Jonathan  O.  MoMly,  Guidon  S.  HumJbrd, 
Boger  Nalaon,  I^othy  Pitkin,  janior,  Thomaa  M. 
Randriph,  itHaa  Rea  ttf  PemuylTauii^  John  Bhaa  of 


Tennenee,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Ruasell,.  Peter  SaiUy, 
Thomo  SammoDS,  Martin  Q.  8<:haneman,  Ebeaszec 
Seavsr,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Ijioilh, 
SamuelSmith,Heni7  Southard,  Joaaph  Stanton,  Lewia 
B.  Btnrges,  Bamael  Taggait,  Benjamin  TaJIfaadgt^ 
Samuel  Tennej,  David  Thomaa,  Philip  R.  Tbompsoii, 
Thomaa  W.  Thompaon,  Uri  Tracy,  Killian  K.  Tea 
Ranaaelaer,  Joseph  B.  Vanium,  Peleg  Wadaworth, 
John  WhitehiU,  Bobeit  Whitehill,  EUphalet  Wickea, 
Nathan  Williams,  AJeiauder  Wilson,  and  Richaid 
Wmh. 

Mr.  Albtoh  then  moved  the  following  proviso : 

"fVmdei^  tWKrtheku,  That  notbing'  in  thik  act 
contained  shall  be  ao  eonetrued  as  to  impair  the  pn^ 
viaiona  of  the  act  of  North  CaroliiiB,  ceding  to  the 
United  Stales  certain  western  lands." 

This  motion  was  disagreed  to — ayes  34 ;  wheK 

the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

NAVY  APPHOPRIATIONS. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  makiog  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Stales, 
during  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ana 

The  bill  was  read  by  sectioni. 

The  Chairhan  having  read  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  makes  ao  appropriation  "for  repair  of 
vessels,  store  rent,  pay  of  armorers,  freight,  and 
other  contingent  expenses."* 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
$411,930. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLuuB  moved  to  strike  ont  tha 
words  "  and  other  CDniiogent  expenses."  He  raid 
he  made  this  motion  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
for  what  objects  these  cantin^nt  expenses  were 
intended  to  provide.  He  would  ask  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  infot- 
mation  on  this  point.  He  believed  the  sum  coa- 
temnlated  to  be  appropriated  nanecessarily  large. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  the  gentleman  had  asked 
for  inforioaiion  which  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 

S're.  He  was  as  much  in  the  dark  as  the  gen- 
>man  as  to  the  items  of  contingent  expenditure; 
and  he  should  not  have  moved  to  fill  this  blank 
with  so  large  a  sum,  bat  from  ibe  conviction  that 
whether  they  provided  the  money  or  not,  it  would 
be  spent,  and  an  additional  appropriation  be  made 
the  next  session.  Mr.  R.  said  he  viewed  an  ap- 
propriation blll^  under  present  circumstances.  I 
mere  matter  ol  form;  he  believed  also  all  toa 
items  of  appropriation  might  as  well  be  lumped 

'The  item  lor  contingsnt  eipanaea  of  the  Naiy,  eons- 
priaea  eommisaiona  to  agents  to  foreign  conntries  and 
m  the  United  Statea,  officers'  travelling eipenaas,  e& 
pense  of  convsying  seamen  fhim  one  port  to  another,  as 
for  instance  whaia  aaamen  are  entered  in  nuladelphia 
or  Baltimore  to  join  a  vaaael  fitting  out  at  WaabingtOBi' 
the  expanaa  of  nanlkal  instmmenta,  anch  aa  compaaaea, 
qnadrant*,  spy-glaaies,  Ac,  chatta,  boi^  modela,  draw 
mgs,  Mgnak,  laatama,  oil,  candle*,  damps,  ftel,  han^ 
mocka,  tntmpals,  glaaa,  dstents,  caaaa,  meas  kids,  nMt 
gridirons,  tea  kattks,  galleys,  abovela,  longs,  charaoaU 
lphur,».-  -  

•xpreaaly  provided  by  law. 


variety  of  other  each  aitida^  net 
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taeelber,  iDd  it  might  be  declared  that  a  miJIigO 
Oidollan  were  appropriated.  Had  lie  been  gor- 
erened  bj  bis  own  opinioo,  instead  of  the  formi 
which  bad  beeo  observed,  he  would  hare  beeo  in 
ftTor  of  draughiiDg  the  bill  io  this  way,  for  thia  rea- 
vcn.  ir  the  elpenditares  of  the  Navy  exceeded 
th1>  BOtD  by  9€0D,D0O  there  was  do  doubt  the 
next  CoD{(reM  would  malie  eood  tbe  deficieocy 
Irlihout  any  inquiry.  He  believed  this,  as  what 
iad  taken  plate  ooce  ihight  take  place  ag'ain. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  addressed  a  uote  lo  the  bead 
of  tbe  department,  slating  that  on  such  «  day  the 
Gonnniiiee  of  Ways  aod  Means  wished  the  ap- 
MopriaxitiQ  bill  to  be  taken  up,  and  expressing  a 
dCtire  that  he  would  give  ihem  tnformacion  of  the 
items  of  contingent  etpenditare,  as  they  consider 
Ae  mm  required  uoneccasarily  large.  He  had  re- 
B^iTtd  an  anpwer  to  this  effect — the  Seetctary 
said  be  did  not  ibink  the  sum  loo  large,  without 
entering  inio  anv  eTplanaiioo.  Mr.  R.  added, 
{eotlemen  may  fill  the  blank  as  they  please;  it 
will  be  no  check  on  tbe  expendiiure. 

Tbe  Committee  divided  on  agreeing  to  the  sum 
named  by  Mr.  Randolph— ayes  46,  uoes  37. 

Mr.  D.  H.  WiLUANS  moved  to  strike  out  "and 
other  coatingent  expenses."  He  had  before  said 
tbat  he  had  Deen  impelled  lo  make  this  motion 
from  a  sense  of  duly.  This  iropressioa  had  been 
Blreoglhened  by  the  statement  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He  could 
not  think  ft  proper  lo  make  an  appropriaiioo  lo  so 
Ittge  an  amount,  when  the  proper  organ  of  the 
Bouse  bad  without  success  required  ioformation 
from  tbe  head  of  the  deparment,  from  whom  he 
had  only  received  a  mere  opinion.  He  hoped  the 
Committee  would  aeree  to  strike  out  this  general 
appropriation,  that  all  the  items  of  contingent  ex- 

{endiiure  might  be  slated  lo  the  Hou&e,  and  tbere- 
y  form  some  check  on  the  expenditure. 

Mr.  Leib  said  he  perceived  in  another  part  of 
the  bill  other  mention  made  of  contingent  ex- 
penses. He  would  be  glad  to  know  what  they 
were.  Tbe  House  ought  to  know  the  various 
items,  01  otherwise  make  a  general  provision  for 
contingent  expenses,  and  leave  it  to  the  bead  of 
(he  department  to  apply  the  money  as  he  pleases. 

Mr.  Dana  said  tbe  first  contingent  appropriation 
was  for  tbe  navy,  tbe  second  for  the  marine  corps. 
If  striking  out  ihe  proposed  words  would  enable 
flie  Committee  lo  obtain  the  iaformalian  sought, 
ke  should  vote  for  the  motion.  He  had  no  objec- 
iioti  to  voting  liberally  for  a  navy ;  but  he  thought 
the  Legislatare  ought  to  be  welnnformed,  as  ihey 
would  otherwise  scarcely  discharge  ibeir  duty  to 
ibeit  consiituenls. 

The  molioa  of  Hr.  Williams,  to  strike  out  "and 
other  contingent  expense^"  was  disagreed  lo — 

Hr.  i.  RaxiMiLrB  moved  to  atfike  out  that  part 
•flbe  bill  making  an  appropriation  ''iot  compUi- 
Mg  tbe  martns  b«n«cks  at  the  city  of  Washing- 
tm."  Mr.  R.  said  this  object  appeared  to  require 
•  standing  appropriation ;  and,  tbough  the  tuiid- 
ifi|  was  finite,  the  appropriation  appealed  to  be 

Motion  agreed  t»— ayes  f». 


Tbe  Committee  roM  and  reported  ihttidL  1? 
House  having  taken  the  report  ef  ttw  C«inw 
into  consideration, 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAHB  called  for  (ktmJial 
a  document,  stating  ibe  annual  eipepdiiDrsi 
tbe  Navy,  by  which  it  appeared  that  iiieti|i» 
lures  liad  b^n  as  fallows: 

Fori  TBS JiTMHE 

17BB Ul«,li:3 

1800 3,38S,M« 

1801 ymm 

18M am* 

IMS i,ie^B 

ISM i,iim:h 

1806 l,MiMiI 


Total 


i^ai^ai 


Mr.  D.  R.  W.  renewed  bii  moiioo  u  unk^ 
"and  other  contingent  expnses."  ^tim^ 
the  House  ought,  under  ezistiag  circnnMitA* 
show  a  disposition  to  economise, ud  now 
the  expenses  of  the  Navy.  Wtait  ■stkMHHT 
for  this  expenditure  ?  Why,  the  C«««*« 
in  the  mud,  and  the  Pretident  on  btr  Mw 
Thirteen  millions  and  a  half  h»«  bwiWl 
expended,  and  it  is  now  propoaedni^dtW** 
for  contingent  expenses.  In  mibr  <i'  ■■• 
I  have  no  object  bnt  to  confine  (kwiO^- 
meni  to  proper  expenses;  bnt  leii*'*''"'' 
what  th^  are.  ^. 

Tbe  SpEaanx  observed  that  tlwBf*™ 
not  be  received  until  the  amendmoili""'" 
mitiee  had  beea  acted  npon.  .. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Willi AMH  moved  lo  •!*«■* 
ordnance  »50,000."*  He  did  notpeiWK*" 
of  this  nipropriation.  flo  gentlmWWIT 
to  travel  but  must  have  seen  ib«  ""fT 
state  of  tbe  ordnance ;  look  at  the  TartiVK 
you  will  there  aee  it  lying  exposed.  TsW"* 
edgeit  was  in  many  otiwr  instaoctsu'*"*' 

siHHttWO. 

This  motion  was  lost— ayes  33L  . 

The  amendment  of  the  ComaiittK  ».<•' 
blank  with  "  ♦60,000,"  was  agreed  is,  luW' 
dirition.  .    ^^ 

Mr.  Eppbb  oSeieA  a  proviso  d»w"*Ej, 
larger  sum  than  930,000  shall  not  \»aV*' 
the  repairs  of  any  one  frigate.  .  ^ 

Mr.  i.  Raihwlfb^I  sbaU  tou  i^^ 
motion  on  tbe  same  principle  that  1**"°* 
the  blank  reluivc  to  eoningMt  dF^^ 
9411.000.  IfweoUMwtteiti«iolhiip"^ 
of  the  Navy  DeiHtrcaMitwitbia  the  naiw^ 


fixed,  tftei' 


giTinp 


ii»» 


not  Ihe  idlest  thing  toattempl  lo  "•"•"^ 
by  gJTing  less?  "nw  principle  on  »li«fcl"J 
for  filling  that  Uank  waa  this:    To  fit"" 

"The  Hmu  ibr  trrdnanee  wmprisw  ^^T-rt 
nadei,  swivela,  blanderbaaasf,  maAel«  P*'™^ 
bosrJin|>pike«,  entlBssM,  eaetiMt  bsB  '^'^*7fL 
tion,  moAet  and  piatd  ball,  euincn,  ^^^^ 
and  priming  powder,  powder  '"»™P*'?°'  fi 
fluinel  and  paper  eutridgea,  csrtiTdg*  ""^^ 
—Itch,   lint  Mi>cks,  wonna,  lanunsrs,  I^JJJ't 

in-loi^  ienw^drivwi,  ffints,  cuttid|«  ■b*'' 
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Navy  Dapartment  wltat  it  uka,  thmt  if,  at  the  end 
or  the  year,  more  iball  be  upended,  the  hlame 
may  fsU  on  the  ahoulderB  of  the  Seorelary,  and 
not  on  Qs.  Tbe  lam  appropriated  for  aonlingent 
expeoMS  amouDts  to  ftill.OOO;  IhiB  is  not  the 
half,  bat  it  is  more  than  a  third  of  tbe  whole  ■nm 
appropriaifd,  aod  it  may  be  expended  on  repairs 
or  any  other  item  of  eODtiDgent  ezpeaditure.  Ii 
is  cnormoiu.  But  withhold  the  approptiatioo, 
and  where  are  yoD  1  The  eipense  may  b«  ia- 
eurred,  and  tbe  QoTenment  called  on  to  make 
good  tbe  defloieaey ;  and  there  the  buiineaa  will 

With  regard  to  tha  mm  requisite  far  the  repair 
of  a  frigate,  her  liiuaiioD  between  thit  and  the 
next  year  cannot  be  foreseen.  TbeSeeretarj'iDay 
have  eaiituated  $30,000  ai  soScient  to  repair  any 
one  frigate  as  thoy  now  stand ;  bat  they  may  be 

E laced  in  such  a  condUioa  ai  to  require  a  much 
irsrer  •ura.  But  I  am  againit  tbe  ameDdment, 
said  Mr.  R..  not  only  for  these,  hut  fw  other  rea- 
aona.  1  will  never  eoaieot  to  lE^ialate  in  uieh  a 
we^  aa  to  [nalcB  it  appear  that  we  did  legislate  in- 
telligenily,  wbea  in  lact  we  do  noL  If^I  can  be 
aati»fied  that  $30,000  will  be  eoffieient  for  the  re- 

giir  of  a  frigate,  I  may  be  iodaoed  to  Tote  (or  it. 
ut  even  this  would  be  unnee^aaary.  For,  after 
all.  the  bnainesa  nmsi  be  conGded  to  the  Head  of 
the  Dapartment ;  and  he  will  be  a  belter  judge  ot 
tbe  sum  reqnired  for  tbe  repair  of  a  Taaael  than, 
we  are.  If  he  cannot  be  trusted,  we  ongbt,  in 
my  opinion,  either  to  rcftne  the  appropriation  alto- 
gether, or  take  a  very  di&rent  step  from  that  now 
proposed.  For  these  reaaona  I  am  unwilling  to 
■ppeaf  to  act  OBderttaDdingly  tm  a  lubjeot  whidi 
I  know  nothiag  abovt. 

Hr.  BppBBr^Wheo  1  made  tltii  motioik,  it  was 
noder  tbe  imprenioo  that  what  i«  oorrect  in  ^- 
Tftie,  ia  alao  eorreerin  public  condoet.  We  know 
tltat,  when  a  veaeel  owned  by  a  merchant  gett  ip 
a  eeitain  state,  it  is'more  adriaable  to  sell  than  to 
repair  her.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  have  fixed 
the  proper  saro.  All  I  wish  to  try  is,  whether  the 
United  Biates  an  diipoaed  to  repair  at  all  evanta 
their  frigates,  whaterar  their  «iale  may  be.  or 
limit  the  sum,  after  expending  which  ihey  sBall 
be  abandoned.  I  coafeu,  hoveyer,  that  I  am  not 
uixioua  on  this  poiot.  I  merely  wiaih  to  try  the 
acnae  of  the  House. 

On  agreeing  to  Ur.  B.'a  motion,  tha  House  di- 
Tided—ayes  38,  noes  57. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAMB.— The  eiHUiIin||  Nary 
expenses  may  be  unpopular,  hut  I  ooncetre  it  to 
be  risbL  For  that  purpow  I  will  renew  the  mtt- 
tion  1  offered  in  committee.  I  am  of  pinion  that 
all  tbe  espeodilurea  of  thia  departmeat  sbould 
pats  in  review  before  the  House.  When  I  fint 
eame  to  Washington,  I  went  to  tbe  navy  yard. 
1  there  mw  an  elegant  building  goiog  oo.  I  in- 
quired under  what  appropriaiion  this  was  aolhoi^ 
ized,  and  was  answered,  under  tbe  appropriatioo 
for  coutiageot  expenses.  I  remarked  other  ex- 
penditures, and  received  the  same  in  formation. 
These  expecdiiorea  may  be  all  proper ;  but  1  tbink 
thai  every  gendeman  on  thii  floor  oagbt  to  be 
enabled  to  tcU  tpa  eoastilaenta  kpw  the  pablic 


1,  and  they  will  uaderetand  as  little  c 
term  av  of  land  in  the  moon.  Mr.  W.  conoloded 
by  movins  to  strilie  out  "and  other  aontingeaC 
expenses,"  and  catling  the  yeas  and  nays. 

lilr.  Alexandcb  was  agaioat  the  motion,  at  ^a 
agreemeol  to  it  would  not  lead  to  the  obiaiaiag 
any  further  information,  and  as  he  waa  cooTlBcta 
it  was  impossible  to  specify  every  item  of  ex^e^ 
diLuce. 

Mr.  Fiax  waa  of  opiaioD.  that  it  would  ba  beat 
to  agree  to  tbe  motion  as  lae  meant  of  oblalaiuc 
a  detailed  cttiaaaie.  His  coufldence  in  the  Heud 
of  the  Department  was  not  diminished;  bat  it 
was  their  doty  to  be  fally  informed  on  whatew 
respected  the  expentHiui;^  of  public  money. 

Mr.  Shili«  said,  that  no  gentleman  woi)ld  cen- 
sure him  for  attachment  to  tbe  Navy.  He  atvpt 
had  been,  nor  was  he  now  attached  to  a  Nit*f. 
But  the  Mluation  in  which  they  vere  placed  w«8 
well  known.  If  there  was  tune,  he  sboglil  i/o 
glad  to  have  every  item  of  expenditure  pro^QMd 
by  the  proper  officer,  that  tbey  might  kuaw  bow 
to  act.  He  wu  fuUy  aw&re  that,  ia  the  Navf 
Depsrimoit,  it  was  more  difficult  to  anticipate 
the  expenses  than  in  any  other.  Though,  tnm- 
fore,  he  was  no  friend  to  a  Navy,  as  it  had  net 
been  thought  proper  lo  abandon  the  establish- 
ment, he  considered  it  right  to  make  aucfa  granla 
as  were  neeassary  for  its  sopperL  If  it  «ras  oarlr 
in  the  session,  or  if  he  thought  it  pwasible  to  gtt 
the  inrormciioD,  be  should  vote  for  ealling  foi  it> 
But  as  they  were  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  (ty- 
ing at  once  whether  tbey  would,  or  would  not 
support  the  Navy,  be  abould  be  ia  favor  of  nat- 
ing  this  grant. 

Hr.  EuiBK  did  not  sea  the  least  goo4  which 
could  result  from  the  motion.  I£  it  woald  on- 
vent  an  unnecessary  expenditure  of  the  publie 
money,  he  would  vote  for  it.  But  the  natHra  wf 
[he  service  was  such  an  rendered  it  impossible  (o 
foresee,  or  provide  with  precision  for  expenaaa 
which  might  become  neoeaaary. 

Hr.  J.  Rakoolpb  said,  it  bad  been  stated  hf 
the  gentleman  from  PennsylvBDla,  that  it  was  too 
late  to  get  this  information.  The  gentlemaa  was 
mistak^.  Any  information  could  be  had  now 
which  could  have  been  got  three  montba  aMw 
Mr.  R.  then  moved  that  the  further  ooosidaratiod 
of  the  subject  should  be  postponed  until  the  next 
day,  that  gentleman,  who  said  tbey  wanted  in- 
formation might  obtain  it  by  a  vote  of  the  Hoiisa. 

The  Spbakeb  pronoooced  thia  motion  not  to 
be  in  order,  as  the  Clerk  bad  previotuiy  eouir 
menced  the  call  ol  tbe  yea^  and  naya. 

Tbe  yeas  and  nays  having  been  taken  on  llr. 
D.  R.  WiLLiAiaa'a  motion,  were — yeaa  36,  nan 
86,  as  follows: 

YiAs— Barvall  Baaaett,  Chriatopber  Clerk,  Joseph 
Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  Leonud  CaTington,  Eire  Dsrby, 
Peter  Early,  James  Fiak,  James  M.  Omraett,  Edtfiji 
Gray,  Michael  Leib,  Danao  MacParland,  Patrick 
Magnider,  Joaiah  Maatera,  Gideon  Oliu,  Thomaa  Sam- 
mona,  MaitiD  O.  Sc^nanasn,  Hsniv  Soathard,  Si^ 
ord  Stoafcrd,  Be^antin  TaUmadga,       '" 


iniv  Soathi 
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MD,   Abnm   Trigf,   David  R.  WiUiami,  AlezinclBr 
Wilion,  and  Jmeph  WimtoD. 

Naib — ETm  Alexander,  Willi*  Alston,  iuD.,  Iiaac 
Andenon,  David  Bard,  JoMph  Bukci,  Qeoria  M. 
Sedinger,  8ilai  Betlon,  Barnabaa  Bidweil,  William 
BUcklcdEC  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomaa  Blonnt,  Wm. 
BoQer,  George  W.  Campbell,  Levi  C«»«j,  John  Chan- 
dler, John  Claibome,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crown- 
Inihield,  Bidurd  Cntu,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dbt- 
enport,  inn.,  John  Dawaon,  William  Dickaon,  Eliaa 
Earia,  Jamea  Elliott,  Caleb  EUia,  Ebeneiar  Elmer, 
William  EI;,  John  W.  E^Ma,  William  Pindte7,CkBB. 
GoUdraronsh,  Peteraon  Goodwrn,  Aadtaw  Greffg, 
laaiah  L.  Green,  Silaa  Halaer,  John  Uamilloa,  Beth 
BMtiiiga,  Daiid  HoIumb,  J«bn  G.  Ju±Mn,  Waher 
Joeea,  Thomaa  Knian,  John  Lambert,  Matlhsw  hjtm, 
Bobert  Marion,  William  McCreair,  Nkholaa  R.  Mo<»e, 
ThomiJ  Moore,  Jeiemioh 'Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jon- 
kthan  O.  Moaeiy,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Jeremiah  Nel- 
■on,  BoKer  N«Uon,  Thomu  Newton,  jun.,  Timolbj 
Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Pagb,  Thomaa  M.  Randolph,  John 
Kea  of  PenniylTania,  John  Hhea  of  'I^nneiMe,  Jaeob 
'  Bidtarda,  Jotm  Bnaaell,  Peter  Bailly,  Thomaa  Band- 
Ibrd,  Ebaneier  Beavei,  John  ftnilie,  John  0.  Bmtlb, 
John  Smith,  Samtiel  EkniQi,  Tbomaa  ^wldinf ,  Joaeph 
Stanton,  Lawia  B.  Btnrgea,  Samuel  Tafgart,  Bemud 
Tanne;,  David  Thomaa,  Thome*  W.  TbompaoD,  Uri 
Tncj,  Phihp  Van  Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  Van  RenHe- 
ker,  Joaepb  B.  Vamnm,  Ftieg  Wadeworth,  John 
WhilehiU,  Robert  Whitehill,  EUf^ialel  Wickea,  Man>- 
*daka  Williama,  Nathan  William*,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  mored  to  recommit  tbe 
Inll  to  ■  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  tbe  view 
of  obtaining  infortnation  from  the  Becretaiy  of 
the  Nary  before  it  was  defiDiiireljr  acted  on. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to — aje»  41,  noes 
fi6 ;  wheo  the  bill  waa  oMered  (o  be  engioned  for 
a  third  reBdiog  without  a  division. 

Hi.  Jackson  hoped  it  would  not  be  read  a  third 
tiiDe  antil  Satarday.  that  informatioa  might  be 
]wenoailr  obtained  from  the  Head  of  the  Depart- 
nent.  If  it  should  not  be  then  obtained,  he 
irould  be  the  foremost  in  rotiag  for  a  recom- 
nitment. 

Mr.  K.  Nelson  hoped  it  would  be  read  to- 
IDMrow.  Tbe  bill  had  been  delayed  mach  longer 
than  waE  usual,  and  great  incoarenieaces  had 
bees  experienced  from  the  delay  which  had  at' 
tended  it.  Should  the  third  reading  be  delayed 
till  Saturday,  it  might  be  late  in  the  lesaioa  bet<Hv 
it  was  coDcluiirely  acted  on.  The  other  Houae 
might  lake  time  to  diacusa  its  provisions.  As  all 
^Dtlemen  were  aniioui  speedily  to  close  the  ses- 
.aion,  he  hoped  it  would  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 1  should  coiacide  with  the  gentleman 
.from  Virginia  in  the  course  proper  to  m  pursued, 
if  I  thought  we  could  by  a  delay  of  a  rew  days 
jot  any  important  infonnatioa.  Bui  I  have  been 
told,  and  1  cannot  doubt  it,  that  it  would  take  an 
immense  length  of  lime  for  the  clerks  to  make  out 
a  complete  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of 
tbe  last  year.  I  have  been  told  that  it  would  lake 
months,  even  with  tbe  aid  of  addiiional  clerks. 
I  have  been  told  so  by  a  geDileman  whose  vera- 
.ciiy  I  cannot  donhi,  and  ivoose  knowledge  on  ibis 
point  must  be  correct.  Patting  off  then  this  bill 
■to  Satutdsy  cannot  be  tha  means  of  girisg  ns 


any  correct  information  not  already  in  our  pos- 
session. If  I  thought  otherwise  I  ipauld  rimog- 
ly  wait  till  Saturday.  But  when  I  refieei  ea  ihe 
facts  I  have  staied,and  sec  that  it  is  impoasifeto 
get  this  detailed  information  in  any  reasvaUe 
time,  I  think  it  beat,  in  this  inatance,  ra  do,  am 
have  done  heretofore— to  vote  on  the  infotmaiiot 
of  the  Heed  of  the  Depattmeat. 

"r.  J.  RiNnoLPB  said  be  felt  himaelf  eaJM 

Dpon  to  reply  U  a  remark  roaile  by  tiw  gcatlemta 

had  just  aat  down,  who  bad  said  litaLiraa 

I  cause  or  other,  this  bill  bad  becK  oaaMally 

!ed.  He  would  tell  tbe  gentlemui  ouecaas 
is  delay.  This  very  it«iu  of  approprianoii^ 
which  tbe  gentleman  had  jost  agreed  u.  m 
]wrt  of  the  cause.  But  he  wished  it.  at  llw  lam 
time,  to  be  distinctly  nndemtood.  that  there  was 
disposition  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  ui 

ana  to  delay  this  bill.  It  was  long  since  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  he  had  before  oIIhI  for 
taking  it  vp.  The  committee  had  DevetRcand 
any  intimation  from  tbe  Head  of  tbe  Departmest, 
stating  tbe  passage  of  the  bill  to  beamaderof 
urgency;  which  had  heretoTcHC  In  i  ii  ii^iiiisi  in 
ease  a  department  required  an  earljr  apfranilioo 
of  money.  Had,  then,  the  Committee  ol  Way» 
and  Means  any  right  In  mpptme.  aAcr  kavmg 
voted  SAOO,000  in  addition  to  tbe'affwvpriatioB 
for  the  laat  year,  that  this  depanmeai  eowd  aot 
wail  until  the  otner  departments  had  been  aerred. 
The  tniih  waa,  that  the  civil  list  appnipctatioa 
bad  been  the  only  one  nnnaeeasarily  ddaycd,  and 
that  delay  had  nut  arisen  in  this  Hmiie.  Had 
they  heard  any  complaints  relaiire  to  the  War 
Departmeati  Had  it  made  a  demand  of  sixty  or 
seventy  per  cent,  on  the  r^nUr  appropriatioiu, 
while  this  department  was  swallowing  up  money 
faster  than  they  could  provide  it  1  He  had  keara 
it  inainnated  oat  of  doors  that  there  ezided  a  lUs- 
poaitioa  to  distreai  this  department.  If  there  had 
been  laeh  a  dispoaitton.  was  it  not  in  the  pow«T  of 
any  member  to  call  up  the  bilH  He  a^iealed  to 
tbe  gendeman  from  PetmsylTania  if  he  bad  nut 
aakMl  him  to  call  it  tip  in  nit  abseoee,  and  if  be 
had  not  replied,  that  he  would  as  stxm  as  be  eotiU 
get  [he  Aoor. 

Mr.  R.  NiLflOM  said  the  gHitleman  from  Vip- 
ginia  had  eronly  misunderstood  him.  When  he 
said  that  this  bill  had  been  nnusnaUy  delayed,  he 
had  had  no  disposition  to  insioDste  that  it  kad 
been  designedly  delayed,  nm  had  he  meaitt  any 
reflection  on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means^ 
or  on  tbe  gentleman  from  Tirgiaia. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said  hu  object  was  to  get 
information.  He  hoped  tbe  demand  of  the  House 
to  give  the  general  iiems  woold  be  complied  with. 
He  wanted  no  details ;  all  he  wished  was  a  state- 
ment of  geaaral  items. 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  remarked  that  such  a  statement 
conld  be  of  no  use.  The  contingent  fund  of  the 
Navy  embraced  article^  (he  extent  of  which  conld 
not  be  calculated  with  any  precision — it  conld 
only  be  founded  on  past  expendinires — it  was 
known  that  the  last  year  there  was  an  expndi- 
EUre  of  $600,000  beyond  the  sum  appropnsied. 
Tbe  whole  expeoses  of  theNavy  could  not  becal- 
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culated  at  tfae  beginniiig  of  the  year  witb  cer- 
tainty, parljcularly  wbea  our  aSairs  were  UDaet- 
tled  m  tbe  MediierraneaD.  During  (he  la^c  year, 
three  hundred  of  our  captive  seamen  had  been 
liberated,  and  to  each  seaman  arrearage  wages 
bad  been  paid  to  the  amoaut  of  four  or  fire  huD' 
dred  dollars.  In  cooBeqaeoee  of  this  and  other 
circumsiances,  he  presumed  that  neither  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  nor  any  other  mortal  man 
could  hare  known  the  eipenditure  at  the  begin- 
niog  of  the  year.  He  did  not  pretend  to  say  thai 
there  was  all  the  economy  in  tbe  Navy  that  should 
be;  but  if  they  got  any  informatioQ,  it  could  only 
be  a  staterawi  of  what  had  been  laid  out  in  pa 
ticular  years. 

Mr.  J.  Rakdolpb  naid  he  would  state  a  fact, 
enable  gentlemen  to  ascertain  whether  there  liad 
been  any  extraordinary  delay  on  thin  occasion. 
Such  an  insinuaiion  had  been  thrown  out,  and 
this  was  the  place  any  insinuation  of  ibis  kind 
ought  to  be  made  and  met,and  not  at  the  fire- 
sides or  in  the  newspapers.  By  recurrence  to  the 
i~  ourosls,  it  would  aoprar  that,  in  the  first  Tear  he 
ad  had  a  seal  in  the  House,  the  act  malcing 
appropriation  for  the  Navy  bad  been  paised, 
the  IDih  of  May;  and  that,  in  the  Krst  year  he 
had  had  the  booor  of  being  on  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  tbe  hiU  making  appropriations 
for  the  Navy  had  passed  on  the  lit  of  May,  He 
said  be  bad  not  had  lime  to  turn  to  the  Journal 
of  other  sessions.  But  ibe  truth  was,  a  spendthrift 
never  could  be  sapplied  with  money  faU  enough 
to  anticipate  his  wants. 

Tbe  motion  to  read  tbe  bill  a  third  time  on  Sat- 
urday was  carried — ayes  55,  whea  the  following 
motion,  made  by  Mr.  D.  R.  Wilmahb,  was  agreed 
to  without  a  division: 

Saohed,  That  the  Seerataiy  of  th«  Nit;  b«  directed 
to  kj  bctbra  this  House  sn  Mttmste  of  the  roapectire 
•OEM  necMawiy  to  be  apprapriated  fbr  rapair  et  vesseli, 
■tore  lent,  pa;  of  annorers,  freight,  snd  contingent 
peuses  of  the  Navy  tor  tbe  year  1806. 

PLURALITY  OP  OFFICES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 

tbe  Whole  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  officers  of  the 

Army  or  Navy  from  holding  or  exercising  any 

civil  office. 

The  bill  having  been  read,  was  reported  to  the 
House  witnout  amendmeal. 

Mr.  N.  WiLUAua  observed  that  when  this  bill 
was  first  read  he  had  remarked  that  he  thought 
it  coo  lain  ed  a  principlenotio  be  found  in  the  reso- 
lution on  which  it  vas  predicated — a  principle, 
which  appeared  to  him  to  be  newj  which  would, 
if  adopteif,  prove  extremely  pernicious,  and  which 
went  to  ihe  removal  of  an  officer  in  the  enjoyment 
of  an  office  Constitutionally  holden  by  him.  It 
did  n«t  belong  to  tbe  Legislature  to  give  to  any 
law  a  reirospeclive  operaLioo,  or  (hat  would  afficl 
officers  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  Constitutional 
privileges.  If  ihey  did  so  they  would  assume  tbe 
riehi  on-emovio^  an  officer  from  his  office.  Tbe 
bill,  therefore,  as  il  stood,  struck  bira  as  altogether 
unconstttuiioDal.  The  Legislature  was  not  the 
proper  department  for  the  exercise  of  ihb  power. 


The  ConstituI 
in  which  officers  could  be  removed  from  office ; 
and  the  Legislature  had  no  power  Jo  over-rule 
this  provision.  It  mav  be  said  that  we  are  only 
makmg  a  regulation  tnat  officers  of  a  certain  de- 
scription shall  not  hold  another  office.  Mr,  Wil- 
liams said  be  agreed  to  the  correctness  of  thia 
principle  ;  but  in  the  present  instance,  they  were 
assuming  a  power  which  the  Constitution  did  not 
give.  He,  therefore,  hoped  that  genilemen  favo- 
rable to  this  principle  would  so  amend  the  bill  as 
to i;emoTeiheotuection  he  had  stated.  If  it  should 
be  so  amended  as  to  cooGoe  its  operation  to  all 
future  appointments,  he  should  have  no  objectioff 
to  it.  But  if  it  were  to  affect  existing  officers 
constitutionally  eojoying  their  offices,  he  consid- 
ered it  dangerous  and  should  vote  against  it.  Not 
having  the  bill  before  him,  he  could  not  siaie 
what  ameodment  would  be  satisfactory  to  him. 
He  iberefore  moved  that  the  bill  should  be  primed. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  said  the  bill  was  very  short^nd 
contained  no  new  principles  whatever.  Thia 
was  an  age  of  discoveries,  and  the  gentleman  from 
New  Tork  has  discovered  that  the  bill  to  "  pro- 
hibit officers  of  the  Armjr  and  Navy  from  hold- 
ing or  exercising  any  civil  office,"  is  at  war  with 
the  resoluiion  which  declares  "  that  provision 
ought  to  be  made,  by  law,  to  render  any  officer  ia 
tbe  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States  in- 
capable of  holding  any  office  under  the  United 
States." 

This  is  really  a  discovery,  said  Mr.  C. ;  and  how 
the  geotlemaa  can  vote  for  the  one  and  not  for  the 
other,  isa  most  extraordinary  thing.  Bulthegei^ 
tleman  has  doubtless  made  a  Constitutional  dift- 
covery — that  when  a  man  holds  an  office  the  office 
pannot  be  destroyed.  But  had  not  officers  undet 
the  excise  law  been  destroyed,  and  have  they  not 
been  removed  by  the  abolition  of  their  afficesi 
And  have  not  the  commissions  of  the  judges  been 
revoked  7  And  I  see  nothing  which  shall  prevent 
us  from  saying  the  Governor  of  Louisiana  or  Indi^ 
ana  Teiritorv  shall  not  be  a  military  officer.  Aa 
to  printing  the  bill,  as  it  consists  of  but  three  ot 
four  lines,  I  can  see  no  occasion  for  it  whatever.  ! 

Mr.  J.  Rahoolpb  said  tbe  gentleman  from  New 
York,  notwithstanding  his  extraordinary  modestyj 
bad  certainly  made  a  great  discovery,  viz:  that, 
passing  a  general  law,  which  is  a  general  rule,  is 
similar  to legislaliog  on  a  particular  case ;  that  a 
law  declaring  that  certain  officers  shall  be  appoint- 
ed forfoiir  years,  is  equivalent  to  A,  B,  and  C  being 
turned  out  at  the  end  of  four  years.  The  bill,  Mr. 
R.  said,  was  strictly  conformable  to  the  resolu- 
tion— laere  was  no  difference  between  them,  how- 
ever tbe  genlleman  might  be  for  throwing  an  an- 
chor to  windward  to  claw  off  a  lee  shore.  Are 
lo  say  that  A,  or  B,  holdiog  a  military 


office,  shall  be  removed  from  tbe  civil  offices  ibey 

now  bold  7    No — we  are  merely  saying  ihey  shafl 

be  both  held  by  the  same  person,  which  ij 


surely  a  legislative  act.  If  we  violate  tbe  Constitu- 
tion and  trench  on  the  prerogatives  of  the  Execu- 
tive, has  not  the  CoDstiiution  armed  the  Execu- 
tive with  a  power  to  defend  itself  7  If  we  pass 
such  a  bill,  wijl  not  the  Executive  return  it  to 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


1007 


HISTORY  OF  C0NGRBS8. 


lOM 


LopR. 


PtwalUy  of  qgice». 


APHI^  19W. 


as,  If  it  be  not  preriously  aTre«l«d  in  the  other 
House  ?  Are  we  a  Legislaiire  body,  with  thepow- 
er  of  binding  bf  our  acts  the  whole  QoTernment, 
wa  mere  Chamber  toregisteredictKind  pasisnp' 
plie«?  I  had  always  supposed  that  we  were  a 
LegiilKlive  bodjr,  and  I  had  hoped  an  independeal 
Leffislatore.  If  we  are,  we  hare  a  right  to  pT»- 
acnbe  rnlea  for  the  corernment  both  of  the  Ex- 
ccutiTe  and  the  JudTeJBry;  for,  be  it  reniembem), 
that  before  a  bill  beeomcB  oblintory,  it  is  neces- 
taiy  to  have  the  assent  of  tne  other  hranche*. 
Ant,  on  the  conatraction  we  haTc  heard^  I  ask  the 
Mntleman  wlyr  we  have  not  the  same  nght  to  de- 
Stare  a  man  after  a  certain  day'sball  not  exercise 
both  a  ciriland  military  office,  as  to  say  tbatnomil- 
Ihary  officer  shall  hereafter  be  appointed  to  a  civil 
oflSce?  The  ^ntleman's  ideas  will  apply  to 
one  case  ai  well  tt*  the  other.  If,  however,  gen- 
ilemen  choose  to  rote  out  the  bill,  they  trill  do  as 
they  please.  It  will  be  extremely  easy  for  ihem 
to  find  a  pretext ;  bat  they  will  not  be  able  to 
ttaign  reasons  to  inflnenee  the  vole  of  anr  man 
possesMd  of  k  clear  head  and  a  souDd  coa- 
BCienee. 

Mr.  R.  NxLSON  said  he  had  roted  against  the 
Kaolution  on  which  this  bill  was  bottomed,  be- 
ecuse  he  ihonghi  it  had  a  squinliog  at  a  pariica- 
lar  case,  aod  becanse  he  thonghi  iber  had  no  riffht 
Ca  past  sDch  a  law.  Ir  was  a  soand  doctrine  ihal 
die  laws  of  the  land  oagfal  to  be  general,  and  that 
they  ou^ht  not,  under  the  cover  of  a  general  law, 
to  proTide  for  a  particular  case.  Mr.  N.  said  he 
afaould  not  have  lopposed  thai  this  was  the  case  in 
thiaiostance,  had  not  some  of  the  adrocates  of  the 
bill  mentioned  the  man  against  whom  it  waa  in- 
tended to  operate.  He  baa  another  reason  against 
(he  measure.  He  thought  they  had  no  donsti- 
tntlonal  Hght  to  pass  such  a  law.  As  the  ease 
ftf  the  Ooveroor  of  Louisiana  had  been  mentioo.' 
«d,  he  would  likewise  notice  il.  Me  would  aik 
Vnether  the  Oovemor  of  Louisiana  held  his  office 
tif  OoTemor  imdet  a  law  of  ibe  United  States  or 
trader  the  Constiiation  7  If  he  held  it  under  a 
law,  he  wished  gentlemen  to  point  it  out.  He 
believed  however,  there  was  no  such  law;  bat 
thai  be  held  his  office  uoder  the  general  provis- 
iens  of  the  Constitaiion.  If  he  were  correct  In 
this  oplolon,  he  would  ask  whether  it  was  com- 
tKtent  to  Congress  to  alter  the  tenure  by  which 
the  office  was  held  without  first  altering  the  Con- 
nhnrion.  If,  under  the  Constiioiion,  the  Presi- 
dent had  a  right  to  appoint  a  military  officer  Qor- 
ertior  of  Louiaiana,  he  would  aak  whether  they 
bad  the  power  by  law  of  abridging  this  right?  He 
tpprehended  not,  as  it  required  as  great  a  power 
to  undoes  to  create  a  Coostitutiooal  protision. 
The  case  had  been  likened  to  Ibe  case  of  an  ex- 
•ise  officer.  But  the  excise  offlces  were  held 
Sndera  law,  and  it  was  only  necessary  to  repeal 
the  law  to  abolish  the  office.  So  with  regard  to 
the  judges.  When  the  taw  esiahlishing  thein 
Was  repealed  they  fell  wilh  it.  Bui  is  this  a  simi- 
lar cBw7  Are  we  about  to  repeal  a  law?  No. 
We  are  about  making  a  law,  tne  effect  of  which 
1>  to  drive  a  man  from  an  office  which  he  now 
fcoids  under  the  Conatitntion.    Mr.  N.  said'  these 


were  the  principal  reasoBs  which  induced  bira  w 
vole  against  the  bill  as  wdl  as  the  resolaiioB. 

Mr.  SniLiB  bopeil  the  bill  would  be  printed,  ft 
eeriaJDly  contained  a  principle  which  it  was  iu^ 
duty  carefully  to  examine  before  they  adopied  'il 
He  would  confine  his  remarks  to  one  point — te 
Consiitniional  principle  implicated  in  tbebiJI.  U 
it  provided  that  after  a  certain  day  no  af^Dint- 
ment  ibonld  be  made  of  a  military  nitta  tn  a  civil 
office,  the  case  would  bedifoeat.  But  itdeclarei 
that  alter  a  certain  d»  no  man  shall  hold  botb  a 
civil  and  mitttary  office.  The  easea  which  Itai 
been  mentioned  were  boi  analogoosL  Tlw  mm»- 
val  of  offloert  by  disbaa^ag  the  anPT,  mai  ibcl 
of  the  judges,  had  been  mentioned.  What  were 
these  cases  T  In  both  iaetaneee  a  ia«r  bad  bees 
passed  abolithing  the  establishment  of  wUcb  tlM^ 
lonned  a  parL  Was  that  the  one  here?  No. 
On  the  contrary  they  were  aboM  to  pas*  a  i»w 
retuovisg  a  man  from  oSee,  without  aboCffaiii; 
the  office.  Could  any  gentleman  ahoir  any  pow- 
er poaseased  by  Congtees  of  retoovinga  man  hvm 
office  without  abolisGing  it  ?  Mr.  S.  said  bobooM 
adhere  to  the  Consutuiioa  in  good  as  well  as  toct 
times,  and  deeming  this  measure  a  diicet  vitia- 
tion of  it  be  should  vote  agaiasi  iL 

Mr.  Clabk  said  the  gsatleman  fran  Maryland 
had  declared  the  officer  alluded  to,a  CoDsiiimkmd 
officer,  created  by  the  Constiiutioa.  and  not  l^law. 
He  wished  the  Territorial  law  might  be  read. 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  replied  that  he  had  Mid  no 
iuch  ihiag.  He  knew  full  wall  that  there  was  a 
law  for  the  appointment  of  a  Governor  of  Lmkm- 
ana.  If  ihcy  wished  to  get  rid  of  the  nnii,  they 
should  repeal  that  kw.  He  had  sai4  that  theafh 
poiotmeot  waa  under  the  Coastitutioa,  which  be- 
ing Constiiutionally  made,  there  tna  bo  power 
ifi  the  LegtBljiuie  to  reioova  fain. 

Mr.  J.  Cut  aatd  tha  o^muobs  niaed  by  fc*- 
tleiSBji  to  i^is  bill  ^peaiad  to  him  vafy  sliMtii 
Several  aou  had  been  paraed  by  the  Le^riaiwa 
eaiabtishing  vaiiow  rficBa.  OeDtteiMea  all  ac- 
knowledged that  it  it  ia  tha  pow«  of  Coogms  to 
destroy  Itieie  offices  by  repealing  the  laws  that 
create  them,  and  yet  they  deny  that  it  is  in  their 
power  to  modify  them.  It  is  within  the  power 
of  the  Legislature  to  say  that  a  man.  ihoo^  ap- 
pointed for  three  years,  shall  vacate  bis  tAceat 
the  expiration  of  one  year.  So  it  isin  iheirpowv 
to  say  no  military  officer  shall  be  appointed  dov- 
emor  of  ■  Territory.  If  they  have  power  to  re- 
peal a  law  and  destroy  the  office  created  by  it, 
there  can  be  no  question  of  their  haviug  the 
power  of  modifying  the  office.  Your  law,  said  Ur. 
C.,  constitutes  the  Governors  of  the  Territorie* 
commandants  of  the  militia.  Surely  iben  it  ii  in 
the  power  of  the  law  to  say  they  shall  no  longet 
be  comtnandants  of  tlie  mOiiia.  So  with  the  ci- 
fleers  of  the  Army,  you  have  a  right  to  destroy  the 
office  of  Brigadier  General,  or  to  say  it  afaalt  not 
be  held  by  a  Governor  of  a  Territory, 

"-  C.  said  he  had  do  enmity  to  the  person  a^ 
He  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  his. 
Unt  he  was  of  opinion  that  a  man  appointed  10a 
civil  office,  which  was  from  its  nalare  local,<M]ftt 
not  to  hotd  a  military  (dice,  which  might  carry 
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him  from  the  place  where  ihe  fir«  was  ererciwd. 
It  had  been  remarked,  by  the  gendeinaD  fronD 
Maryland,  that  thia  officer  had  b^en  appoialed 
under  the  Consitiutioa,  by  the  Prwideac  and  Sen- 
ate, and  that  it  would  require  as  great  a  power  to 
repeal  as  to  make  this  prorisioo.  He  agreed  lo  the 
accuracy  of  Ihis  leinsrk;  but  woald  aaswer  it  hy 
stating  that  the  proposed  Ian,  before  it  became 
biudiDg,  would  require  the  concurceuee  of  the 
Fiesideat,  the  Senate,  and  that  House. 

The  HoUH  divided  on  the  motiou  to  print  the 
bill — yeat  46  nays  52. 

Mr.  N.  Williams  then  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  adding  to  it  the  following  ptoviio : 

pTOvidid,  Ttut  thia  Mt  shall  net  lAnt  any  offioar 
now  hidding  an  ofEw  undsr  the  Conrtttutiwi  or  an; 
existing  law  of  the  IjniMd  State*. 

This  amendment  was  siipp«wted  by  Mesara.  N. 
Wiu.iaMa,  R.  Nblsok^  and  Suilik;  aad  oppased 
by  Mesara.  J.  Ramdopb,  R.  WKiruaiLL,  Dawbdh, 
JkCKoan,  and  doittcT. 

Mr.  RacA,  of  TenoMMe,  oppowd  both  tta* 
amendment  and  the  bill. 

When  the  quealion  waa  lakea  by  yeaa  and 
nays  on  the  proTiw,  which  waa  ocigMired — yeai 
36,  naya  66,  as  follows: 

YaAa—JMapb  Baikal  Banwbaa  Bidwall,  Otai^ 
W.  CMapbdl,  John  Ctumdler,  Jaoob  Cmnroin^eld. 
KkhanI  Cntta,  Samnri  W.  Dana,  Ban  Dai^,  Peter 
Eerlj,  Janwa  Elliot,  WiUiav  Ely,  Williaa  Pindlty, 
John  Powlar,  Silss  Hsbsy,  John  Haniltati,  Joaeph 
Lewis,  jnnior,  Wittiao  HcCreerj,  Jeimniab  Mortow, 
Jonathan  O.  Moedj,  Gurdan  8.  Mnaiford,  Jeremiah 
NeUon,  Koger  NeboD,  Jehn  Piqh,  Thmnas  M.  fiao- 
dolpfa,  Peter  Bsilly,  James  Bloau,  John  Smiliet  Henry 
Southard,  Jo«ph  Stanton,  DaTJd  Thomas,  PhUip  Van 
Conlandt,  Xjllian  K.  Van  Rensaelaer,  John  Wbilehill, 
Elipbalet  Wickea,  Mannaduke  WiUiauis,  and  Nathan 
WillianiB. 


Blake,  ianior,  Thomas  Blount,  William  Butter,  Tierl 
_        ^^^.     _.  ..  _.   .       .      -.    .    .        .  ^. 

MatAew  Claj,  John  Clopton,  Jobn  Dswion,  Elias 
Earla,  Caleb  Ellis,  John  W.  Eppea,  James  H.  Oarnett, 
Charlea  CMdaborangh,  Petetaon  Ooodwyn,  Edwin 
Gray,  laaiah  L.  OrMn,  8elh  Hialinga,  Da*id  Holmes, 
John  O.  Jaekaon,  Water  Jonn,  Mickael  IjMb,  Hatlbew 
Ljan,  Danean  MacPailatid,  Robart  Maiwn,  ie4A 
Masters,  HJebalaa^E.  Maeva,  Thooaaa  Mean,  Jehn 
Morrow,  —  — 


Jacob  Richuda,  John  RumoU,  TbomM  8ama>ons, 
Tbomu  Sand/iud,  Martin  Q.  8<Aiu)eman,  Ebensaer 
Bearer,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Bamoel 
Smith,  Thomas  Snalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Lawii  8. 
Stntns,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Philip 
K.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Trac*, 
Abrant  Tngg-,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,  raeg  Wadsworth, 
Robert  Whitebill,  Dand  H.  Williaois,  Alexander  Wil- 
son, and  Joseph  Winatoo. 

The  bill  was  tbeq  ordered  to  be  engroased,  and 
read  the  third  tiiga  to-morrow. 

A  measue  from  the  Senate  infonaed  tiie  Hoasa 
that  the  BeDBie  have  passed  the  bit!  eniiiled 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support 


of  Ooverument,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eigbt 
hundred  and  six,"  with  several  amendmenla;  to 
which  tltey  desire  tha  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Frio&t,  April  11. 
Mr.  JoHD  C.  Shitb,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claiaaa,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  aeeond  in- 
stant, the  meBaorial  of  Amdia  Bugene  Beaoaaa* 
obais,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  waa  Kmi, 
aikd  otderad  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

The  SpBAEBB  laid  before  the  Hotm  a  letter 
from  the  Secretarr  of  War,  tt«asiaitiing  a  rvport 
in  relation  to  sondry  claims  to  land  for  naiMarf 
aervices  rendered  in  the  law  fteTolBtiontry  Wnr, 

paiananea  of  an  act  of  the  ninaieenUi  of  Mareh^ 

le  tbousaad  eight  baadred  and  fianr,  aotitlod  "Aa 
Mit  gfantiag  fiaitber  time  for  locating  miliiarj 
bwd  warraals,  and  far  olhee  porpoae*  ;"  and  aa 
aet  of  tha  third  ef  Mareh,  oae  thousand  ei^bt 
bondred  and  five,  calitled  ''Aa  aet  to  auibaruw 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  issue  land  warraala,  aad 
(br  other  paqKiaea ;"  wbulk  were  lead,  and  ordered 
lo  lie  OB  the  table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  SenMc,  enlillad  '-An  aot 
to  rekiilataaadfiathecompeDeationof  dMks,aarf 
iat  oiaar  pnrpoaat,"  was  read  tirice,  and  coiami^ 
led  tOB  CoiDiliittaeof  the  whole  House  to-morroW. 

Mr.  John  RaHdolps,  from  the  Cominiitee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  pr«aeeted  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  carrying  into  eflisct  a  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Chicksaw  tribe  of  Indi- 
ans; which  was  read  twice,  and  eomniifted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JoHit  Randolph,  from  the  same  Commit- 
tee, presented  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  effect  certain  lodiaa  trealiesj  whick 
waa  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committao 
of  the  Wbole  House  lo-moprow. 

A  Mesl^g•  was  received  from  tba  PBsaioBMT 
or  THB  Uhitu)  STaTBa,tiaasniiXii>g.a  aiatatneBt 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  8latet,a«aerdiiig  W 
tba  returns  last  laceiied  from  the  aeveial  Siatea 
and  TcrritBriesL  The  Message  waa  toad,  and,  l»> 
gether  with  the  dooumenu  tranaiBitUd  tharawilh, 
ordered  lo  lie  on  the  laUe. 

The  Hoase  proeeeded  (o  eoneider  the  ameod- 
meat  proposed  by  ibe  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"Aa  act  making  appropriations  for  the  aopport  of 
Oovemment,  for  the  year  one  thoosand  eight  haor 
dred  and  sii ;"  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  ameDdmenis,  together 
with  the  bill,  ba  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Wars  and  Ueana. 

Tba  House  took  up  tha  hill  preseribiog  the  a£- 
feci  in  each  State  of  tbc  reeorda  of  jadgmeota 
and  deefeea  of  the  caaru  of  record  of  every  other 
State. 

A  debate  of  coosiderable  length  aroaaon  this  bilL 

A  motion  made  by  Mr.  Q.  W.  CAiinELL  lo 
postpone  the  bill  indefinitely  was  lost}  wheB  it 
was  ordered  lo  be  engroMed  for  aihird  rcadiif  «■ 
Mob  day — yeas  63. 

The  8»AKBB  laid  befoia  the  Hoase  a  leUtt 
from  ttM  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  tranwniHipg  rk 
•alimate  of  the  sums  neceasary  to  be  appropriated 
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for  repain  of  tcmcIs,  store-rent,  pay  of 
freight,  Bod  coDtingent  espensei  of  Ibe  Na*7,  for 
the  year  one  ihonsaod  eigbt  hundTed  and  six,  pre- 
pared in  obedieace  to  a  reiiolution  of  the  House  of 
the  tenth  instant ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
li«  on  tlie  uble. 

TGNNESaEE  LANDB. 

The  bill  to  anthoriztt  the  State  of  Tenneaaee  to 
Mane  grants  and  perfect  titteatoeerlaia  landithere- 
in  described;  and  to  Httletheolaiias  loihe  nnap- 
pTopriated  land  within  the  wme,  waa  read  the 
third  time. 

Mr.  Alstoh  moved  to  rEcommit  the  bill  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whtde,  for  the  pnrpoaa  of  in- 
trodacing  an  amendmant,  declaring  that  nothing 
containMl  in  thin  act  thonld  be  lo  eonatrned  bi40 
impair  the  eeation  act  of  North  CaroUna.   . 

Thit  motion  wataappmied  brMetsn.  Alston, 
and  ALBZAHDBa;  and  oppoaed  by  Meaan.  Obbocl 
J.  C.  Smith,  and  Q.  W.CAHPBELL,and  disagreed 
to,  yeaa  S8 ;  when  the  bill  was  paned— yeaa  63, 
sari  28,  ■■  follow* : 

Till— David  Bud,  loaeph  Barker,  Klaa  Bettra, 
John  BlBke.jnii.,  Willjun  Butler,  G«oT|:a  W.  Cunp- 
fcall,  L«*i  CiM7,  Chiiatophn  Ckrk,  Jowph  Clay,  Mat- 
ttan  Clay,  Fnderick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crownhuhield, 
Bidtaid  Cntta,  Samael  W.  Daaa,  John  Datraport,  jr., 
John  Dawnn,  Eliaa  EuU,  Ebanauv  Ehtt«r,  WiUiam 
Findley,  John  Fowtar,  Edwin  Gray.  .Andnw  Greg^, 
baiah  L.  Gimb,  Silai  HaW,  8eth  HaatioBa,  David 
Eolmea,  David  Hough,  JahaQ.Jackaon,  Walter  Jones, 
Micliael  Leib,  Sobert  Marion,  Jti«ah  Masters,  William 
McCreeiy,  Jonathan  0.  Mauiy,  Gurdoo  B.  Mumfbid, 
Timolliy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Fogh,  Joaiah  Quincy, 
Thomaa  M.  Bandolpb,  John  Rea  or  PonDBjlia&ia,  John 
Ithca  of  TenneaMB,  Jacob  Richarcli,  John  Ruasell,  Pe- 
ter SaUly,  Thomas  Satnmona,  Jamea  Sloan,  John  Smi- 
lie,  John  Cotton  Smith.  Joaeph  Stanton,  L«»iaB.8tuT- 
gt*,  BaaiiidTaffiait,  Benjamin  Talimadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandi,  Kitlian  K.  Van 
Banaaalaer,  Pclcg  Wadaworth,  John  WkitahUt,  Robert 
'WUtahllt,  ElipUet  WiiAea,  Alexander  WUaan,  and 
Kehatd  Winn. 

NATfr^-Evan  AJeiander,  WiUia  Alston,  jim.,  Biir> 
well  Baaaett,  Qtorge  M.  Bedbger,  Bamabaa  Bidwell, 
William  Blackledge,  Th«tD«a  Blount.  Em  Darl^, 
Jamaa  Elliott,  John  W.  Eppea,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
nuwiaa  Kenan,  Patrick  Magrndai.  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
J<^  Morrow,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Randoli^  Thomas 
Sandfbrd,  Ebeneaei  Seaver,  John  Smith,  SunucI  Bmith, 
Thomai  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  David  R.  Wil- 

Joaeph  Winston. 

PLURALITY  OF  OmcES. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  officers  of  th«  Army  and 
NaTy  of  the  United  States  from  holding  or  ezer- 
«iaing  any  civil  office,  was  read  a  third  iim«. 

Mr.  Obeqo  said  ho  netvr  found  bimaelf  in- 
Tolved  in  greater  difficulty.  He  was  in  faroi  of 
4be  principle  involved  in  the  bill,  and  yet  be 
could  not  vole  for  its  pasaag«.  He  believeid  thai 
it  was  ■  correct  pi-inctnle  that  civil  and  military 
effie«s  should  be  kept  oiatinct,  and  bo  wished  the 
Constitution  had  prohibited  the  uniotr.  In  tela- 
ti«B  to  the  individual  on  whom  it  was  mentioned 
T^leeday  Uiis  law  waa  to  operate,  he  waa  satis- 


fied it  would  be  best  if  he  could  be  removed  from 
□Be  of  the  offices  be  held,  and  if  sach  a  coant 
had  been  pursued,  be  should  have  been  is  firor 
of  destroying  the  office  of  br^adier  gmtnl  to 
get  rid  of  the  officer.  The  effect  of  this  nsia- 
tion  woald  be  to  lake  from  a  man  an  office  «kch 
he  held  under  the  Comtitution.  This  pom 
[hey  did  not  possess.  The  only  Constitotioad 
way  lo  effect  Ihe  object  was  lo  destroy  the  oflict. 
He  would  agree  likewise  to  amend  the  Cansiin- 
tioQ,  so  as  to  declare  the  union  of  civil  and  mili- 
tary office  incompatible,  or  to  a  law  proridinf 
that  after  a  certain  time  no  persOD  sbonJd  boli 
two  sneh  offices;  and  he  should,  if  [vacocalJe, 


thato&ce  was,  by  his  course  of  proceedii 
docing  a  diiiiurbvnce  in  the  Territory.  Boi  al- 
though he  entertained  a  favorable  osinion  of  ibe 
principle  of  the  bill,  and  woald  wish  to  remore 
that  gentleman  from  one  of  the  c&ea  be  held, 
yet  be  must  vote  against  the  bill,  as  it  weal  to 
the  UEKonttiuitional  removal  of  an  officer. 

Mr.  SuiLiB  thought  the  pasMi^  of  this  biff  in- 
volved a  principle  of  a  very  serioas  Baiue.  As 
to  the  abstract  principle  inrcrfved  in  (he  bill  be 
did  not  dispute  its  correctnas,  or  that  it  onght  to 
have  been  a  part  of  the  C<hi slit q lion.  Bat  the 
qoestiov  waa,  whether  they  hada  right  by  a  legis- 
lative act,  to  prejudice  any  other  oraach  of  the 
Qovernineiit.  T^ey  were  not  in  bis  opiaiDi  war- 
ranted in  travelling  oat  of  their  own  sjAcre  to 
remove  ezistinE  evils.  There  was  hot  oei  way 
in  which  the  Constitution  provided  for  the  remo- 
val of  a  public  officer.  It  says  "  the  Pieudtnl, 
'  Tiee  President,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the  tJai- 
'  led  Slates,  shall  be  removed  from  t^ce  on  im- 
'  peacbment  for.  and  conviclioo  of,  treuon.  brf- 
'  nery,  or  other  nigh  crimes  and  miademfuors." 
Here  waa  the  true  and  only  sphere  in  which  the 
House  could  move.  If  the  Consiitntioa  did  not 
give  the  right  of  removal  in  any  other  way.  it 
did  not  exist,  and  if  they  undertook  by  a  IrgislM- 
tire  act  to  remove  a  man  consciiiiuonall)  ap- 
pointed, who  would  pretend  to  say  what  mischief 
might  not  result  from  it?  For  these  leaMiuJie 
should  vote  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Qjjiiio-said  il  appe^ed  tohiao  ihalooeof 
the  arguments  urged  by  gentlemen  uaiast  thia 
bill  was  fallacious — that  which  considered  it  an 
JBvasioD  of  the  rights  of  the  Eiecniive.  This 
argunent  went  on  the  assumption  that  the  Presi- 
dent would  necessarily  sign  the  bill  sent  lo  him, 
which  might  or  might  not  be  the  fact-  If  he  ac- 
cedes toil,  the  argnmetil  of  gentlemen  falls  lo  the 
ground;  and  if  it  shall  be  returned,  it  will  ihen 
be  lime  enough  lo  discuss  the  Coasiicutional 
principle.  With  regard  to  the  general  expediency 
of  passing  such  a  bill,  the  sUongesi  argumeoti 
would  be  found  in  favor  of  it  aa  the  page  of  hit- 
lory.  If  history  proved  anything,  it  was  that  ibi 
condition  of  those  was  most  degraded  who  lirfd 
under  the  colonial  governments  of  Republiis. 
This  was  amply  proved  by  the  annals  of  the  Ctr^ 
ihagenian  and  Roman  Republics.  The  trmiory 
under  contemplation  was  a  kind  of  coloaial  gov- 
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eTDment,  and  mi^ht  in  ih«  caarie  of  time  be  a 

S>werful  eDgine  m  the  bandB  af  the  Execmire. 
e  wished,  ili«refore,  for  a  aepuation  of  the  civil 
and  militarf  powers  which  iiil|[ht  BriienDder  it. 
Mr.  Smilib  Mid  if  the  questioa  wu  what  was 
most  coDTCDient  or  best,  he  shoold  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  agreeing  with  the  fCDileman  from  Mas- 
sachaaetts.  But  it  reated  on  higher  grotuid — dh 
what  was  Cansiitulional.  1/  he  had  a  right  to 
make  the  CoDstitntioti,  be  woald  have  do  hesita- 
tion in  separatiag  the  civil  aod  military  powers. 
But  he  could  aot  forget  the  occarrenees  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  State  be  had  the  honor  to 
represent  in  parL  In  that  State  there  had  been 
but  a  single  branch  of  the  Legislature  without 
■D7  BxecDtive  veto  on  the  passage  of  the  laws. 
He    bad    seen    that    Oovernment  deitroyed  by 


nthority  of  the  Legislature,  and  he 
had  Been  the  peoi^e  obliged,  from  this  circum- 
siauce,  \o  give  up  that  coostitation  and  ftamea 
new  one.  The  measure  under  coosideration  was 
of  the  same  kind.  The  CoastitntioDal  powers  of 
the  Kzecutive  ought  not  to  be  encroached  opoii, 
unless  the  object  was  to  produce  coofuaioc.  Ue 
had  seen  the  efTects  of  such  meaiures,  and  depre- 
cated them.  You  may.Eaid  Mr.  S.,  aboliah  the 
office,  and  the  officer  falls  with  it,  but  in  no  other 
wa7,  white  the  office  eoniiaues,  can  y 


, o  gel      . 

have  doue  right  (and  as  for  myself  I  am  ready 
lo  answer  I  have  no  affection  for  the  man)  go  in- 
to a  new  scene,  the  length  of  which  we  cannot 
foresee  1  This  principle  once  established  may 
lead  to  anything ;  it  may  lead  to  a  destruction  of 
the  powers  of  the  Executive  alioeether.  I  am 
as  tenacious  of  the  powers  of  the  Legislature  as 
any  man,  but  I  believe  the  powers  of  the  Execu- 
tive to  be  equally  necessary.  Indeed  I  think  there 
is  more  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  tbe  over- 
whelming power  of  the  Legislature,  than  from 
the  powers  of  tbe  Executive.  For  the  Legisla- 
ture  is  so  powerful  that  there  can  be  little  danger 
of  the  Executive  encroaching  npoQ  it. 

Mr.  ErPEs. — If  I  look  tbe  same  view  of  the 
operation  of  this  law  with  the  gentlemau  from 
Peunsylvaoia,  I  should  certaiuty  give  it  my  neg- 
ative. As,  however,!  voted  for  the  resolution  on 
which  it  is  founded,  and  consider  the  law  in  con- 
formity with  the  resolution,  I  will  assign,  in  a 
few  words,  the  reasons  which'  will  govern  my 

We  have  been  told  that  all  the  departments  ^ 
GovernmeDi  are  independent  of  each  other.  No 
man  denies  the  correciuess  of  this  principle.  Let 
ns  not  interfere  with  the  ConstiEuiioDal  rights  of 
the  other  departments,  nor  abandon  our  own. 
Tbe  Executive  has  by  the  Constitmion  the  right 
of  nominating  for  office  any  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  whether  an  officer  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 
or  not.  This  being  a  CoDstiiniioDal  ligbc,  be 
certainly  cannot  be  deprived  of  it  by  law;  the 
right  remaios,  and  may  be  exercised  if  the  law 
passes  ;  the  taw  merely  severs  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary offices,  and  leaves  the  mititiry  officer  to  de- 


cidewhetherhe  will  vacate  his  military  command 
by  holding  or  accepting  a  civil  office ;  the  Exec- 
utive will  have  the  same  right  to  appoint — the 
individual  will  have  the  same  right  to  accept  the 
civil  office  as  heretofore,  but  the  acceptance  va- 
cates his  command  in  the  Army  or  Navy.  I^ 
then,  the  Executive  right  to  appoint,  and  the 
right  of  the  officer  to  accept,  remaliu  after  the 
passaee  of  this  law,  how  can  gentlemen  contend 
that  tiie  CoDstiimiooal  risht  of  appointment  is 
narrowed?  All  tbe  difficulty  on  the  present  occa- 
sion arises  from  the  law  being  made  to  bear  on 
tba  Constitutional  right  of  appointment.  It  ia 
intended  to  operate  only  on  c^ces  in  tbe  Army 
M  Navy  which  are  created' by  law,  to  the  tenura 
of  which  we  may  annex  such  conditions  as  tb« 
public  good  may  require.  Under  the  Consiito- 
have  a  right  to  prescribe  rules  for  the 

er'  -'■-'-    *    "-  ■     -       ■ 

this  law  VI 

war  viz:  That  an  officer  of  the  Army  or  Navy 
shall  not  hold  or  accept  a  civil  office.  Do  gentle- 
men really  suppose  that  we  have  no  right  to 
make  this  rule?  If  we  can  say  that  an  officer 
■ball  not  get  drunk,  that  he  shall  have  short  hair, 
a  coat  of  a  certain  form ;  that  he  shall  not  absent 
himself  from  his  duly;  or  if  we  can  in  fad  an- 
nex any  other  coodiiion  calculated  to  insure  to 
the  public  his  services,  wbv  may  we  not  declare 
by  law  that  be  shall  not  Qold  or  accept  a  eivil 
office,  he  shall  forfeit  his  military  command? 
The  public  welfare  is  tbe  basis  of  the  rules  for 


the  government  of  tbe  Army  and  Navy ;  we  hava 
a  right  to  prescribe  such  rulei  as  the  public  goo^ 
reonires,  and  It  is  our  duty  to  establish  such  ai 


will  insure  to  ns  the  services  of  our  military  o 
cerstn  that  station  to  which  they  are  appointed. 
But  we  are  told  we  are  about  to  remove  from 
office  a  civil  officer  by  law.  Tbe  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvaaia  has  read  the  clause  of  tbe  Coosti- 
tniion  which  pTovides  for  tbe  removal  of  civil 
officers  by  impeachment.  This  law  is  sot  to  ope- 
rate an  civil  but  on  military  officers ;  civil  officers, 
it  is  true,  are  removed  by  impeachment — mitiiary 
officers  by  such  forms  as  we  think  proper  to  pre- 
scribe by  law;  the  operation  of  this  taw  will  be 
precisely  the  same  with  any  other  new  rule  pre- 
scribed for  thegovemmeot  of  the  Army  or  Navy. 
Suppose  we  were  to  pass  a  law  that  any  officer 
found  drank  after  the  1st  of  July  next  sball  for- 
feit his  office — his  having  heendrunk  before  would 
not  subject  him  to  the  penalty  of  the  law — but 
his  beins  drunk  after  rhe  first  of  July  next  would 
deprive  oim  of  his  office.  Apply  this  to  the  case 
of  a  civil  officer.  An  officer  of  the  Army  or 
Navy  having  accepted  a  civil  office,  or  holdmg  a 
civil  office,  does  not  at  present  vacate  his  military 
office ;  the  reason  is  obvious — there  is  no  law 
against  it.  If^  however,  al^er  the  Srst  of  July 
next,  he  accepts  or  continues  to  hold  a  civil  office, 
he  forfeits  his  military  command  under  ibe  new 
article  of  war  which  this  law  establishes.  The 
law  severs  the  two  offices,  declares  them  incom- 

Satible  with  each  ottrer,  and  leaves  tbe  iodividoal 
res  lo  laake  his  eleciioo.  As  to  the  general  prin- 
ciple (hat  Uie  civil  Kod  militvy  ought  (•  be  wtf- 
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BMte  and  distinct,  I  hare  do  doubt.  If  th«  priti' 
eiple  U  correct,  the  law  oni^ht  to  exlrnil  us  all 
csMi,  not  oalf  soch  ai  majr  hereafUt  ariit,  but 
to  those  whicD  al  preMD(  exist.  , 

Mr.  BTAi*roai>  supported,  ami  Mfbrb.  Fixd- 
LBY  RDti  8l.0an  opposed  ibc  bill )  irb«D  the  qa«*- 
tion  was  takea  hj  jeaa  aad  nay*  od  the  paatage 
vt  the  bill — feai  64,  Days  34.  as  falloivt : 

Tcis — ffiltis  AUton,  Iu«c  Andenon,  Bnnrall  Bu- 
■ett,  Oeorgv  M.  fiediofei,  Situ  Botton^  John  BUke,  jr., 
Thomu  BlouDt,  WUfiam  BuHer,  Leti  Owe;,  John  Clai- 
borne, CbiuMpher  Clsfk,  JoMph  Clar,  Matthew  Clay, 
lnhn  DawMm,  EUaa  Earia,  Peter  Etufy,  Janw  EUut, 
CaM  BUis,  WilUan  BI7,  John  W.  Enea,  James  M. 
Oanett,  Petenoa  Ooodwjn,  Edwin  Ghav,  Seth  Hask- 
fa«a,  Darid  Hahnea,  John  O.  Jeckaea,  Waltv  Jonas, 
Mkhaal  Lieb,  Matthew  Ljen,  Donoaa  McFarland, 
Bobnt  MsTUD,  J«siah  Masters,  NklwlH  R.  Moore, 
Tbomss  Moore,  Jeiemiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Oui> 
iaa  B.  Humbrd,  Tbonias  Newtim,]!.,  Qidsui  Obu, 
JiMtah  Quiner,  John  Randol^,  Tbonue  M.  Battdoph, 
John  Hea  of  PennsylTania,  Jacob  Richards,  Thomas 
Sammuiii,  Tbomu  SaliilfoTd,  Maitin  O.  Schnneman, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  Jobii  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Thorns*  Spalding,  Richard  Btanfonl,  Lewis  B.  Stor- 
ges,  Samuel  Tsggait,  Benjamin  Tatlmadge,  Philip  R. 
Thompson,  Phomta  W.  Thompeon,  Uii  Tnej,  Abram 
Trin.  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  WiOianu,  Alexan- 
der Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — David  Bard,  Joseph  Baiker,  Banubae  Bid' 
well  John  Chandler,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Kdiard 
Cotla,  Em  Darby,  EbeoeMr  Rimer,  WiUiatn  Find- 
ley,  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isai^  L.  Green, 
James  IU%,  WiUam  McCreery,  Jeremiah  Nelsea, 
Timothy  PKkia,jr.,  John  Pugh,  John  Rea  of  Tenr 
neasSB,  John  Btissdt  Bstar  Bailly,  Ebenowr  SaaTer, 
Javee  Sloaa,  John  Siulie,  Heoiy  SonttMrd.  Joseph 
Stantao,  DatU  Thoma^  Philip  Van  Uortlandt,  KiUiao 
K.  Van  ReaaMlaer,  Joasph  B.  Vamun,  Peleg  Wada- 
woi4t,  John  Whitehill,  Elipfaalat  Wiefces,  " 


Willi 


n  Willi 


PimUC  DEBT. 

Mr.  J.  RiHDOLFB,  from  the  committee  of  con- 
ference, appointed  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
(wo  Houses  to  the  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act 
or  acts,  as  inlhorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of 
the  public  debt,  in  payment  for  lands  orthe  United 
Slates ;  snd  for  other  pnrpose*  relativa  to  the 
public  debt— made  a  report. 

The  House  took  up  this  report,  which  recom- 
mended  to  tbe  House  the  receding  from  their 
Bmendment,  to  strike  our  that  part  of  the  original 
bill  whichamborized  tbe  appointment  of  an  agent, 
triih  power  to  make  parchoMs  of  tbe  public  debt 
indal-      ■      ^- ' 


hy  open  pore  ha 


allowing  him  one  quarter  of 


e  per  cent,  od  all  purchases  made  by  him. 

A  short  debaie  toot  place  on  receding — Messrs. 
J.  Cliy,  and  QniHCT  supported;  aniTMr.  J.  C. 
8111TB  opposed  receding— which  ma  disagreed 
to— yeas  35,  nays  38. 

When,oDrooiionofHr.  J.  RAitDOLFH,theHonse 
resolved  to  insist  on  their  amendment. 

SaTDUur,  April  1^ 

Mr.  JoaCFB  CLav,  from  the  Committee  of  Wan 

■pd  Uewia,  la  wlton  ware  iWemd,  yaaiardi^,  pe 


amendments  of  the  Senate  to  tbe  bill  making  ap- 
propriation* for  tbe  sopport  of  GuTemiafiii,  At 
the  year  onathot^nd  eight  haodred  umI  «ii,ataje 
a  report  iheeeon ;  Whereupoe, 

Xaelved,  That  thia  House  do  agree  to  ihctr« 
of  the  said  ameDdmenla. 

Reiott»d,  Thai  this  Souse  doth  ditt^rw  toiU 
other  of  the  said  nmeodmeata,  and  deaire  a  «» 
(ereDco  with  the  SenMa  oa  the  aobjcei-natia 
thereof;  and  do  afwoiat  Mr.  JoasPH  Ci.aT,  Ml 
MoaiLT,  and  Mr.  Koobb  MiLCoa,  laaaagea  « 
th«  said  conCBieDoe,  on  thmr  f*.tu 

The  HooM  resolved  itaelf  ioto  a  CoHmittM  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  fiDrtber  apfRpcn- 
tioD  toward!  contpletiDg  (be  sonlh  wiae  al  ihe 
Capitol,  at  the  City  of  Waahingtoa.  The  Ul 
was  reported  with  an  amendment  thei«ta;  whiA 
WIS  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  tbe  Heose. 

Ordend,  That  the  said  bill,  witb  tbe  aMad- 
meot,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  limeio-day. 

The  House  resolved  itMlf  ioto  a  Conmitlee  of 
tbe  Whole  od  the  bill  Kent  from  the  Senate,  ««- 
titled  ''Anactfor  the  relief  of  OdbwtC.BBuell.* 
The  bill  was  reported  without  ameadmeat,  and 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Houw  resolved  itself  iaio  a  CMMUtlacof 
the  Whole  on  the  btl!  mahiag  appropriaiiaas far 
carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian  traaiiea.  The 
bill  was  reported  witbont  smeBdincttt,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  ea  M«> 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  CoBmittte  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  makintr  appropriatioB*  bt 
ctrrying  into  effect  •  treaty  beiweeD  the  Cniied 
BtalesandtheChickasBWlnbeoflDdianx.  ThehH 
was  reported  with  several  Bmendmcnts  thereto; 
which  were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  lotf 
Ihe  House, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  tbe  amead- 
meats,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  on 
Monday  nezL 

The  Honsa  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  rcspeotiag  the  claimi  to 
land  in  the  ladiaot  Territory,  and  State  of  Ohio. 
The  bill,  was  reported  with  several  aracBdm^ts 
thereto ;  which  were  AeveiaUy  twice  rea<^  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  witb  the  amend- 
ments, be  eofroaaed,  and  read  the  third  ttate  on 
Monday  next. 


An  engeosrad  bill  makiag  faTthet  ptmiai 
wards  completing  the  south  wing  of  the  C  . , 
Bi  the  City  of  Waahingtoa,  was  read  tbe  thirj 


cCa^toL 


time,  and  pasMd. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
ihi  Whole,  OD  the  bill  to  suspend  the  sale  of  cw- 
lain  lands  in  the  Su(e  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  T»- 
ritory. 

The  bill  snqMnd*  the  sale  of  lands  on  wbicb  i>- 
stalmentaare  due,  until  the  first  of  October  next 

A  motion  of  Mr.  Lvon  to  extciMi  the  time  tii 
Rebrnrv  tbe  Gist,  was  lost. 

Tha  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  with- 
oat  amendment,  wbieh  was  teada  third  timeoad 
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COURTS  OP  RECORD. 

A  bill  pr«MribiDg  the  effect  in  each  State,  of 
he  records  of  judgments  and  decrees  of  (he  coarls 
>f  records  of  every  other  State,  was  read  the  third 
ime. 

Messrs.  Kelly  and  Rbea  of  Tenoessee  opposed 
ts  passage;  wbeo  thequatioo  was  t8keD,BDdthe 
nil  passed — yeas  67,  nays  18,  as  follows ; 

YcAa — Eou  Akisndar,  Willis  AUtoo,  jati.,  Imsc 
Anderson,  JoMph  Barkw,  Burwall  BssmU,  Bunsbas 
Bidwall,  Robart  Browo,  WiUitm  Butler,  Leri  Caasj, 
lohn  Cbiadler,  John  Clubome,  Cbnstopher  Cbrk, 
'oliD  CloptoD.  Fraderid  Conrsd,  JauJ}  CrowDinshield, 
lobo  Davenport  inn.,  John  Dawson,  Eliu  GsrU,  Peter 
i^arly,  Junes  EUut,  Caleb  BU is,  William  Ely,  William 
Bindley,  Junn  Fiak,  James  M.  Garnett,  Peterson 
loodwyo,  Isaish  L.  Green,  Silas  Bslsey,8etl)  Hastings, 
David  Houfrh,  Tbomss  Kenan,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph 
Liswis,  jr.,  Duncan  McFarland,  Patrick  Magmder, 
tabert  MarlOD,  Wilbam  MeCraary,  NicbolasB.  Moors, 
rhomas  Moor«,  JsrsmiA  Momnr,  John  Mmtow,  Qm- 
Ion  B.  Momfonl.  Rofer  Nelson,  Otdamt  Olin,  TbooCky 
Pitkin,  fun.,  John  Pogb,  nomas  H.  Bandolph,  Jaeofa 
tichsTds,  Petm  Sailly,  Ebasasar  Ssavar,  Junes  Sloan, 
lohn  OottoB  Smith,  Snnvsl  Snilh,  Bsnry  Soathasd, 
rhomas  BpaldinB,  Babjamin  Taltmadg«,  Bamnsl  Ten- 
ley,  David  Tbomaa,  Philip  K.  TfaDtapsoa,  Thomas  W. 
rhompaoo,  UriTiMy,  Josash  B.  Vsmnm,  Paleg  Wads- 
irorth,  John  Whitehilt,  Nathan  WiUiara*,  Bichard 
Winn,  and  Joseph  WinMoo. 

NxTs— Oaoreo  H.  Bedinget,  Silas  Betton,  MaHhaw 
Clay,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Bira  Daihy,  Charles  GoMs, 
twrough,  Andrew  Oiegg,  James  Kelly,  John  Rhea  of 
rennesses,  Thomas  Bandibrd,  Martin  G.  Schuoeman, 
lohn  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Sunuel  Taggait,  SiUiaa  K. 
Van  Renn^aer,  Habert  WbitobiU,  GUphalet  Wickea, 
uid  Aleiandar  Wilson. 

PROTECTION  OF  MBRORANT  TC88ELS. 

The  Houieweot  intoa  Committee  of  the  Whole 
art  the  bill  coDCeroing  ibe  farther  safeguard  of 
merchaat  vnsels  in  the  Tjcinity  of  the  TTnited 
States.  The  fir^t  section  of  the  bill  was  read  as 
follows : 

Be  it  enaettd,  by  fkt  Stnmtt  aatt  Sovit  ^  Xmt- 
tentatieti  of  the  United  State*  of  Amerita,  in  Con- 
grcM  atterxbled.  That  it  shall  be  lawfiil  fin'  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  Stales,  whenever  be  Aalt  deem  It 
expedient,  to  prohibit  the  eierdse  Of  hostilities  agaiiHt 
merchant  veneta  in  any  of  the  roads,  or  ptacM  of  an- 
chonge,  near  the  ports  and  hartwrs  o^e  Unltad  States, 
BDd  sjik)  in  any  of  the  tncts  of  ee«  within  the  priiK^al 
headlands  onue  eoastaof  tbeUnhed  States;  aadtora- 
gnireall  filreign  armed  aUpe,  or  tsssebaT  whatever  ds- 


ing,  any  Merchant  vsessh,  within  any  of  the  spwBSs 


Mr.  Ghowniiibhibld  mored  to  aHMod  the  ste- 
tioD  b^  ezieDding  tbe  eoniemplkted  proteeiMn  to 
"American  citizens  or  other  pewoBi,'' 

Mr.  Dana  considered  the  amendment  snperflti- 
ous,  as  the  section  provided  against  molesting  mer- 
chatit  vessels;  he  was.  of  opinion  that  the  ir 
press  meet  of  seamen  would  be  a  molMtaiion. 

Mr.  Cbowminsbield  held  adiSineDt  opiDioQ 
to  the  construction  of  the  section — which  ontjr  pro- 
vided agaiiul  molestiDg  mercbut  tcsmI*. 


Ur.  Ely  eSprMaed  Umwlf  of  the  mim  opiaiMl 
with  Mr.  D&RA. 

Ai^er  some  further  eonrersalion,  Ur.  Crownik- 
miELD  withdrew  his  amendneiit,  and  eubmitieid 
it  noder  a  new  modi6cBiian;  in  which  shape  it 
was  disagreed  to,  nndet  tbe  idea  that  it  wa*  su- 
perflnons. 

Co  motion  of  Mr.  JAOEsaR,  the  section  was  so 
amended,  as  to  apply  the  pforision  to  «U  yetaala 

Afier  some  other  ameDdmcDto,  tbe  eommittM 

rose,  «Dd  tbe  hill  as  amended  in  Commuteeof  tbt 

Whole  was  ordwed  loa  third  reading  on  HottdBy. 

NAVAL  APPHOPEIATIONa 

The  bill  making  apptopria lions  for  tbe  anppoH 
of  tbe  Navy  was  read  ibe  third  time. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smitb  moved  to  reoommit  it,  for  the 
purpose  of  teatoring  the  provisiDn  for  com^etinf 
the  marine  barracks  at  tae  City  of  Wasbingtoit, 
the  nniotuit  of  rccpense  attending  wbiob,  be  «■- 
derstood,  bad  been  already  partly  expended. 

Mr.  CoNBAD  hoped  tbe  bill  would  not  be  t»- 
committed,  as  ha  believed  the  provision  unneee^ 
eary,  utd  as  it  had  baen  (truck  oat  by  a  la^ge  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  J.  C.  SHtTH  inid,  he  proaumed  if  the  et 
pense  had  beeo  already  incurred,  the  House  would 
not  object  u  providing  fbr  ti. 

Mr.  ftmRoT  said,  be  had  reeeived  like  informa- 
tion. He  bad  itot  e<H)v«rsfld  with  the  chairman 
of  ike  Commklee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  tbe  sub- 
jeet,  but  be  had  with  other  members  of  tbe  com- 
nitiec,  and  had  found  tbetn  all  of  opinion  that 
this  item  oucht  lo  be  restored.  He  understood 
that  a  part  ofthe  sum  had  been  already  eKpended. 

Tbe  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  having  (^ 
uioed — yeas  64 — the  House  went  into  a  Com  mil- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  J.  C.  Smitb  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  J.  CtAT  obserred,  that  since  the  House  Iwd 
agreed  lo  strike  out  the  provision  lor  oompleting 
tbe  b«rTtcks,be  had  understood  that  mote  money 
had  been  BppUed  to  this  pnrpose  tbau  had  beat 
■mropriated,  and  that  it  bad  been  drawn  from 
the  private  funds  of  one  of  the  officer*,  under  an 
nnderslaading  with  the  Head  of  the  DejMronent. 
He,  therefore,  moved  to  restore  the  item  "for 
completing  the  marine  barraoks  at  the  City  of 
Washington,  three  thoONOd  five  hundred  doUars." 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAMB  said,  he  should  not  make 
any  objeotion  to  ibis  motioti.  He  wo«U  only 
call  the  attention  of  tbe  Honse  to  tbe  regard  they 
had  hereiofbre  manifeeied  to  specific  appropria- 
HoBs,  under  Ibe  hope  that  somethioff  would  be 
done  to  eirenmMribo  eontiBgeneieB.  He  believed 
that  Ibis  pu-tieuiarsumkad  been  expended  mtioh 
10  the  interest  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Leis  said,  he  was  Hoi  veryfbad  of  making 
appropriations  in  this  way — for  particular  odcers 
to  ran  into  nnanthorized  expend  (lures,  and  then 
to  call  on  Congresa  to  make  good  tbe  dcfidency. 
Is  this  a  provision  for  eompteiinf  the  house  for 
the  oommandnnt  f  Is  that  the  marine  barracks  1 
If  not,  then  tinder  what  appropriation  is  it  madel 
Is  it  under  that  of  eontingenoiee?  Lookai  the 
baiMiugt  K  the  uvy  yanl }  ii  a^  thia  axpoLM  ip- 
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carred  oQt  of  ibe  eoatingent  fond  7  If  it  ia  not, 
il  is  not  aulhorized  by  law.  Mr.  h.  uid,  he  did 
not  know  thti  be  should  m&k«  any  obJMtton  lo 
tkis  item  ;  but  he  thoag^it  it  full  time  to  etetA 
this  loose  mode  of  procedure. 

Mr.  R.  MsLeon  said,  he  did  not  undcntand  the 
force  of  ibe  reasoaiQi;  of  the  geDtlemen  from 
South  Carolios  and  PenasyUaatt.  Both  had 
made  a  great  show  of  liberality,  by  ikyiD^  they 
would  Dut  oppoae  this  particular  appropriatioii. 
•t  tbe  Mme  that  they  condemued  ihe  coarse  or 
proccedioB,  and  represented  the  eouutrr  as  cry- 
ing alond  at  this  kind  of  expenditure,  before  an 
appropriation  was  made  to  cover  it.  He  believed, 
hovever,  that  it  was  almost  next  to  impassible 
thai  the  money  should  be  misapplied.  The  eeti- 
matci  were  made,  the  money  appropriated ;  and 
when,  in  the  application  of  it,  either  from  the  rise 
of  materials,  or  other  nnexpeeied  eireumslaneea, 
the^  foand  a  pariicolar  object  unflniihed,  was 
it  light  to  suffer  it  to  be  exposed  to  the  weaiber, 
■nd  not  done  for  the  want  af  >  ttw  thousand 
dollars;  end  like  a  yoDDg  speodihrifl,  only  half 
build  hi*  bouse,  and  let  il  fall  in  ruins?  Mr.  N. 
■aid,  be  should  mtber  suf^ose  the  ([CDilemaa  de- 
■erved  credit  for  asking  a  less  sum  than  was  ne- 
cosary,  and  trusting  to  the  honor  of  Congres*  to 
supply  any  de6ciency  that  might  arise. 

It  had  been  inquired,  if  the  expense  of  this  build- 
ing was  not  paid  oni  oCihe  contingent  faad  ?  Mr. 
N.  said,  be  did  not  know  bow  this  vas;  but  be 
did  know  that  a  ^reat  part  of  Ihe  work  hid  been 
done  by  the  soldiery ;  and  for  that  he  thought  tbe 
officer  deserved  the  apiilauie  of  the  House  and 
tbe  paUie,  inatead  of  their  censure. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLtAwa  said,  he  had  not  dropt  any 
svch  expresaioo  as  bad  been  intimated.  He  had 
fdt  no  censure;  he  had  expressed  none.  If  he 
had  expressed  any  opinion  of  this  officer,  it  was 
that  thu  sum  bad  been  economicalir  expended. 
He  obeerred  that  much  noise  had  been  hereio- 
foie  made  aboot  expenses  incnrred  before  an  ap- 
propriation for  ihem;  and  he  was  much  mista- 
ken if  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  N av 
bohI  had  not  assisted  In  making  ii. 

Ur.  Dj.ma  said,  he  tras  in  favor  of  this  appro- 
priation. But  he  believed  the  gentleman  from 
Smith  Carolina  was  correct  in  saying  that  much 
noise  had  heretofore  been  made  about  adhering 
'  to  specific  appropriations.  He  had,  however,  never 
had  much  fau&  ui  this  doctrine.  And  as  to  the 
NaTy,  especially,  he  believed  the  thing  ir«s 


lainable;  and  kis  money  was  required  for  gen- 
eral than  for  inecific  an)ropriations.  He  believ- 
ed, howerer,  that  there  need  not  be  «iach  talk  on 


'  dus  ajqtropnatioa,  when  (hey  Imd  recently  made 
an  appropriation  of  two  milliona  of  dollars  with- 
out any  speeiUcatioD  of  the  object. 

"Rie  question  was  then  pnt,  and  the  motion  of 
Mr.  J.  Clit  was  agreed  to  witbont  a  division. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said,  he  wished  so  to 
modify  that  part  of  the  bill  which  appropriated 
four  hundred  and  eleven  thansand  nine  hundred 
andMy  doUais  "for  repair  of  vesstlt,  store  rent, 
pay  of  armoreM,  freight,  and  other  coniingenl  ex- 
pense^" aa  to  taparate  the  it*«U}  to  give  the  De- 


partment  all  it  asked,  but  fix  a  panicnlar  sam  to 
each  item.  He  held,  be  said,  the  report  of  dc  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  in  bis  hand,  and  if  he  mi  da- 
posed  to  be  ill-natured,  be  coiiM  make  a  hudle 
of  it.  But  his  opposition  was  to  the  systeiLLOt 
to  the  man ;  for,  if  be  was  correctly  informed.  1^ 
motives  on  which  the  gentlemna  went  into  ofin 
were  honorable  to  hitn.  To  gain  his  object  k 
would  move  to  strike  out  this  prorision. 

Mr.  CoHBAD  opposed  the  motion,  and  maikd 
that  the  expenditure  under  one  item  might  hi 
short  of  the  snm  appropriated,  which  wxiuld  nqain 
that  the  deficiency  should  be  made  up  from  tbe 
surplus  of  another. 

Mr.  D«it*  said,  this  amendment  was  wamnted 
by  tbe  former  usage  of  the  House,  and  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  ihe  Onited  States.  Ax 
tbe  first  session  of  the  seventh  Congreo  the  Pits- 
idenl  had  observed  that — 

rare,  too,  ^tha  puUic  oc 
atton,  it  would  be  pmder 
•gainst  (hair  duaipatioa,  by  KpfToptialiag  ^icoBe  n 

ptiblB4f  ddUutiaa;  17 


jucmg  the  undefined  field  of  cont 
bj  oicnmaciibiag  discMtioiuTy  po«4 

This  opinion  had  been  given  fire  years  ago; 
and  they  might  notr  infer  that  it  had  been  foaad 
that  it  could  not  be  carried  into  effect,  ai  to  ihe 
military  or  naval  service.    Mr.  D.  said,  be  con- 


sidered the  gentleman  from  South  ( 
bringing  up  tbisquestion  directly  before  (he Hoase; 
Willyou  adhere  to  specific  a  ppropriaiton,  or  will 
TDD  abandon  them  1  Mr.  D.  said,  he  had  never 
been  in  favor  of  them  in  relation  to  the  Navy  or 

Mr.  R.  Nblson  said  that,  like  tbe  gaadeBiaii 
from  Sod^h  Carolina,  he  had  been  rery  eariy  in 
favor  of  specific  appropriations-  Tbe  message 
whicb  had  been  read,  was  founded  in  good  sense, 
and  met  bis  approbation ;  but  it  had  never  been 
intended  to  apply  tbe  le commendations  it  coit- 
tained  to  such  a  case  as  this ;  and  it  was  tauUy 
impossible  to  mske  the  navy  efficient  if  soch  a 
specification  were  lo  be  made.  Did  the  gentle- 
man know  how  Ihe  accounts  of  the  pnblic  reaiels 
at  a  distance  were  kept  7  He  had  gained  Mime 
information  on  this  point  from  nary  men.  The 
vessels  in  tbe  Mediterranean  were  exposed  to  va-  . 
rious  expenses.  The  captain  drew  a  bill  on  the 
navy  agent  in  London,  or  at  some  otbct  place. 
This  was  sent  iq  the. Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who 
did  not  know  for  what  tbe  amount  had  tiMa  ex- 
pended, till  tbe  vessel  returned  to  tbe  United  ' 
States,  when  the  Bccouot  was  settled.  80  that  it 
was  impossible  for  ibem,  sitting  here  in  WaA- 
ington,  to  tell  for  what  the  amounts  of  these  bill) 
bad  been  expended.  If  ibey  appropriated  specifi- 
cally for  every  object  of  expenditure,  the  ovei 
sum  for  each  object  must  lie,  allhougb  wanted 
for  another  object,  for  which  a  sufficient  mm  had 
not  been  appropriated.  Thus  much,  reqntrAf  to 
be  done,  must  remain  undone;  for,  alifaongh 
money  enough  might  have  been  appropriaied,  it 
could  not  be  got  at  for  the  pwpose  for  wtucb  it 
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was  wanted.  This  Teaolt  Wdtild  be  inexita 
Besfdes,  in  military  aflwirs,  it  was  impossibl< 
calculate  with  precision.  Teo  thousand  things 
mignt  arise  wbch  coald  Dot  be  aoiicipated  bv 
any  bumaa  wisdom.  It  folloved  that,  althougl 
an  adherence  tu  specific  appropriations  was  highly 
desirable  ia  all  cases  where  it  was  practicable,  as 
in  meeliDE  civil  eipensesj  j^ct  that,  for  military 
purposes,  tliey  muat  necessarily  go  on  in  the  old 

The  qdesiion  was  then  takeo  od  the  motion  of 
Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  wbiQb  wa«  disagreed  to— 
yeas  32,  nays  SI — when  the  Committee  rose,  and 
reported  the  bill,  which  was  passed  wiihtnit  a  di- 

[Tbe  rollowing  is  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Nary,  alluded  to  ia  the  aboTs.] 

Natt  DsrABT>iaT,  Afril  11,  1806. 

8ik:  bi  complianM  will)  the  naolatton  of  th*  Hoow 
of  BA|seHiitatiTM,  1  harewith  tnaimit  to  jod,  to  ba  laid 
bafara  tbota,  paiwr  A,  nhich  ipseifiai  the  ••*aral  mma  of 
iQOBey,  r«ap«eUTelj,  wanted  foi  npain  of  TBMeU,  fin 
■tore  rent,  fbi  paj  of  aimonm,  lor  frei^it,  and  fbi  coa- 
tinceot  expeiuea  of  the  Na*y  for  the  year  1806. 

The  ortitDale  foi  lepain,  as  well  aa  fw  the  othsr 
items  in  Ihia  aUleaunt,  ia  obTiouiIj  altogether  eonjsC' 
tufa].     Uniietaal  expettence  haa  lacertained  that  prao- 
tical  men,  howeTei  conTeraanI  in  naval  sichitectuie, 
can  fotm  no  precise  opinion  from  any  preTionj  surrey 
of  a  ■hip  requiring  repair  of  conleqaence,  u  to  the  ex- 
tent and  coat  of  inch  lepair.    The  anm  atated  as  na- 
cenaiy  may  not,  and  I  nope  will  not,  bo  wantad.    In 
such  case,  it  of  oonrse  wS  not  be  erpended.    But  I 
hsTe  deemed  it  eipedieiit  to  esimata  fiir  tliiB'larg«st 
sum  that  i  hsTe  reason  to  aranhend,  in  any  iti 
things,  nwr  be  requind.    ThisI  bare  done  «aa  i 
ura  of  pMcantios,  utd  oods  an  Impression  diat,  at  ^ 
timea,  ud  eapedaliy  at  a  erisb  like  the  praaent,  all  I' 
fiigatesandotharieaaalsoftheNarr  oaghttobe  eoi 
pletal;  preoaMd  Ibf  sefriea  M  any  ■n'M'wn'  fioToi 
mant  may  have  occasion  for  thsm. 

1  amt  ramectfiilly,  air,  y»ai  obedient  semnt, 

ROBERT  SHTTH. 

Hon.  Na«kakul  Hacoi. 


of  the  joms  nianmy  t»  be  i^prtfrtaUd  fir 
TijHarwefDa»tii,  tilartrt>U,omf  (farntormt,jraght, 
and  contirtgatt  »xpm»m  of  the  HoBi/.fir  ll^yt» 
^l%M,prg)attdmi)UdUnetto  the  rttohitim of  Ihe 
Bourn  o/S^rttmlatiam  of  lie  lUb  April,  1606.- 
'  For  tepaiia  of  TeMsIa— This  item  coi^piiaea  the  ei 
pense  of  proenring  Ibe  neceasary  tiaiber,  maata,  yasdi 
ea[^T,  iron,  anabois,  oablea,  standing  and  iii]iaiii|_ 
rising,  cannaa,  dub,  tte  making  and  rafMuiag  (be  IM- 
ossMfyboatsofasUpiWaUr  duks,  &«.,  and  the  pro- 
fessional aad  mawul  labM,  rofoirad  fbr  the  pnrpaaa.of 
repairing,  ani  keeping  i»  rtpair,  all  the  Tsweis  of  what- 
sTsr  dasciqttion,  belonging  to  the  Navy  of  the  United 

States 803,300 

For  store  rent,  in  the  Medilarransan,  the  TJoi- 

ted  Statea,  and  elsewhere,        -        •        -       3,600 
For  pay  of  armoran    -        .        .        -        .  GOO 

Foioeigbt — This  item  compiisea  the  expense 
of  transporting,  in  the  United  Statea,  and 
from  the  United  Sutsa  to  the  Mediterrane- 
an.  Umber,  masts,  yaid^  piuk,  eofdage^ 


eanvass.pawder,  ball,  beef,  pork,  floni.bread, 
spirits,  mobHes,  peas,  suet,  butter,  and  et- 
ery  other  deseriptiDn  of  articles  requb^, 
either  fbr  the  repaira  of  resaelg,  or  the  main- 
lansnca  of  the  crews  of  -veaaeis  -  -  -  60,000 
'trt  contingent  expenses — TUa  item  eom- 
piises  commiieiana  lo  agents  in  foreign 
couutHea  and  the  United  States,  officers' 
traveOing  expenses,  the  eipenae  of  naati> 
cal  inatrumenta,  cbesta,  books,  modela,  draw- 
tngs,  sigoati,  laaterns,  lamps,  oil,  fuel,  can- 
dlea,  bammocka,  trompeu,  glan,  dstems, 
cans,  meaa  klda,  buckets,  axes,  gridirons, 
tea  krttlea,  sborals,  toogs,  charcoal,  solphnr, 
saltpetre,  fire  engines,  bread  bags,  and  an 
infinite  Tstiety  of  odter  sneh  articles  -        -     46,000 

V41S,4tiO 


MoitDAT,  April  14. 

An  engrossed  bill  respectins  claims  to  land  in 
the  Indiana  Territory  and  State  of  Ohio  was  read 
the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

An  en^osscd  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  iaformed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House,  of  the  eighth  instaot,  fixinr  a  day  foe 
the  adjournment  of  the  two  Housea  o?  Congress, 
with  an  amendmenti  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House.  TheSenalehareagreed 
to  the  conference  desired  by  this  House  on  the 
subject' matter  of  the  amendments  depending  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  to  the  bill,  entitled  °'An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gor- 
ment  for  the  yrar  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
six,"  and  bare  appointed  managers  on  their  part. 
The  Senate  have  passed  the  bit^  entitled  "An  act 
authorizing  a  deiachmenl  from  the  militia  of  the 
United  Slates,"  with  an  unendment;  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate,  to  the  resolution 
filing  a  day  for  the  adjournment  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Cangreas;  and  the  said  amendment 
being  to  strike  out  the  words  "Wednesday,  tha 
sixteenth,"  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  ir '■ ' 


Monday,  the  twenty-first,"  was,  on  the  question 
DUt  thereupoD,  agrnd  lo  oy  the  House. 
A  Message  was  leeeired  from  the  Pteaidei 


the  United  Suie*  cetamoiiicating  information  in 
relnioQ  to  our  aHUn  with  Taois.  The  Message 
was  read,  and  rrferred  to  tka  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Mwns. 

PROTECTION  or  MERCHAIfT  VESSELe. 

An  engroned  bill  concemine  the  further  safe- 
ginrd  of  merchant  vessels  in  tlie  vicinity  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  the  third  time ;  and  on 
thequestion  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was  reeolved 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  87,  nays  fi,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Willia  Abton,  jr.,  David  Bard,  Josi^  Bar 
htr,  George  M.  Bedingor,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John 
Blake,  jr.,  Thniasi  Blant,  Robatt  Brown,  Levi  Caaay 
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Joho  Chuidler,  John  Clubome,  Chrirtophec  CUA, 
Matthew  CWj,  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Rich- 
aid  CutU,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Eira  Darby,  John  Di- 
*enport,Jr^Jahii  Dawson,  £  lias  Earls,  Jamea  Elliot, 


Camett,  Chailea  Goldaborongh,  Peterson  Goodwjn, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Grean,  Silas  Halsej,  John 
Eunilton,  Setb  Hsstinge. Oavid  Holmes, DaTidfiough, 
James  KeUj,  John  Luabeii,  Michael  Leib.  Jog.  Lewia, 
}t^  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  KaKcuder,  Robert  Marioa, 
Jonah  Maitara,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Tbamas  Moors, 
John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitbio,  jumor, 
John  Pugh,  Joaiah  Qiiincy,  Jacob  Richards,  Jiwi  Ros- 
«eUj  Pelar  Bailly,  Thomas  Baounons,  Thomas  Sand- 
Jbid,  Martin  G.  Scbuneman,  James  Sloui,  John  Smilie, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Sunford,  Joseph 
Stanton,  Samael  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadga,  Sam- 
vbI  Tenney,  DsTid  Thomas,  Philip  R.  ThomoHm, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Vsn  Cor^ 
land,  Killian  K.  Van  RsoHelan,  Josejdi  B.  Varnum. 
Peleg  Wadnrotlh,  John  WhitebUI,  Robert  WhiUbill, 
Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  AleisJlder 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Josepti  Winston. 

Nats — Pater  Early,  Jobn  Res  of  Fennsylrania, 
John  RhM  of  Teonessaa,  Abram  Trifrs.  wd  Darid  B. 
WilUianu. 


DUTY  ON  SALT. 

Mr.  J.  R^KDOLpa  said  he  was  about  to  mII  the 
atteotioQ  of  (he  House  to  a  aabject  which  he 
should  not  bare  probably  'brought  into  view,  but 
far  the  change  wrought  in  the  stale  of  the  rere- 
oae,  in  coDsequence  of  the  peace  with  Tripoli. 
Aioonz  the  dlBereal  articles  from  which  mooeys 
were  drawn,  there  was  oone  so  hearily  burdened 
as  sail ;  and  it  would  be  recollected  that  it  was  one 
of  the  necessaries  of  lifa  aod  aa  ariiele,  the  free 
oae  aod  consumptiaD  of  which  was  of  material 
importance  to  the  agriculture  of  the  country.  Two 
acts  bad  been  passed  laying  a  duty  on  Ibis  article. 
It  was  DO  Dew  thing  lo  wish — it  was,  indeed,  ex- 
tremely desirable  to  dtmiotsh,  if  not  to  take  off 
thii  duty,  aad  for  thai  purpose,  be  submitted  the 
followitig  resolution : 

Se$itbted,  Tbat  the  Committw  ot  Ways  asd  MeaBs 
•ba  inatractad  to  inquire  into  the  expadtaney  of  rapoai- 
ing  so  mnch  t^  any  act  as  lays  a  duty  oa  salt  i  and  tc 
Teport  such  provision  as  may,  in  theic  opinion,  be  cal- 
eolalad  to  meet  tbedeGcieocyoccasioned  by  that  repeal. 

Mr.  TaoM&a  said  the  Committee  of  Wa^ysMid 
Meaoa,  of  whioh  tbe  gcatleman  from  Vir^oia 
(Mr.  J.  RaNDOLf  ■)  who  lias  niada  tfia  motioD, 
woB  and  stiU  is  Chairman,  wece  instraebed  by  this 
House  in  the  early  part  of  Wat  aession,  ooa  moiian 
which  he  had  tbe  honor  then  to  submit,  to  iaqtiiie 
into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  duty  on  sa' 
and,  if  he  recollected  ri^ht,  they  wne  directed 
Kport  by  bill,  or  otherwise;  but,  from  some  cause 
or  other,  id  him  aoknowa,  that  Mmmittee  liad 
iKTer  y^et  made  any  report  on  ifaat  subject  Cout' 
taay  might  ibdnoe  him  lo  impole  tbu  neglect  l< 
ibe  mutliplicity  of  butiiMn  ym  inio  the  hands  oi 
the  mcmbera  of  that  committee. 

He,  Ur.  T^  always  coDsidered  the  doty  on  this 
Hticle  too  high,  and  falling  paitieoluly  heavy 


le  agricultural  part  of  tke  coamogi 
DOW,  and  always  bad  been  hiiwiili,i;i 
soon  as  our  rerenae  would  percj it, il; 
tent  with  the  prOTtaioos  made  for  FaflB;:.. 
national  debt,  and  meeting  tbe  otber  tanai 
GoTernmenl.    For  bispart,bewuiiiW» 
ever,  to  discover  ibal  tbe  present  silniiinii 
avenue,  and  ihe  calls  on  OoTctiiiiienLrntipol 
ure,  icgetber  with  tbe  present  aipceteTaiJi 
ign  relations,  warranted  ibismettDttaiRai 
than  last  year.    It  was  true  that  themnDB 
Barbary  Powers  up  the  MedilenaaeubJi 
but  it  was  also  true,  that  the  Iwoud  iHip 
additional  duty  on  goodt  payiDgidik'n 
duties  has  likewise  ceased  wilhtliepttKaU 
ed  with  Tripoli.    This  doiymiUidrHiiinr 
port  of,  and  was  more  than  adeqauetolknias 
of  that  war. 

He  repeated  that  he  was  ia  hm  if  r*a| 
the  duty  on  salt  whaaeTCr  wt  kM  imriia 
laai^  of  oor  reveone.  H«  tigmud,  bwa, 
that  the  geatteiHsa  froa  Tiinii  {Mt  ia 
DOI.PB}  had  not  broi^i  thbin^vuu* 
tier  period  of  the  sMtioa,  wbei  ■*  *l^  I*! 
been  in  oar  {Mwer  to  hareenaWiwit'' 
if  found  practicable,  tO  have  itterid'''^ 
Bnt,  as  »ie  gentleman  is  khmrfCbitMi 
the  Committee,  and  has  it  in  bfotawtan 
it  immediately,  if  he  pleaiei,  kt  iv^  ^tj*' 
Randolph)  would  obey  the  iwwww  « i" 
House  wlien  predicated  on  hiso«a5ii»-U- 
though  he  did  not,  when  inattneui  ij  i w* 
lion  Bubouited  by  Kim,  Mr.T.;  iiii,ilm!»," 
woald  Tote  for  the  re8ol8tiDB.wiii«i|«** 
that  we  shall  aow,  at  least,  biTtixf"'*"* 
aubieat.  . 

Mr.  J.  Rufi>obrii  aaid  ha  hid  taiw'W 
words  to  o&r  an  the  eabjeotof  ite**f 
haT«-beea  o&Md  dnnng  the  iMT*"r 
point.  He  had  a  disU»M  tMaHetmi'** 
msiioa  having  Imb  offeted,  »oi  ht  'f^'z 
ed  that  he  had  tM  Ihe  mww  rf "W'T 
not  then  pessiUe  to  take  off  the  d^flJlr 
inasmuch  as  tber  fa«d,  only  tbe  MoiMF*^ 
been  compelled  to  raise  additiooil  """'  j, 

Surpose  of  carrying  on  the  Tripoiiiw  w 
id  HOI  rwmUaet  w&etket  the  Nm1»<>?,*'T 
agreed  to  by  the  Hooae,  Bot,  it  wndd  kP* 
jested,  that  daring  the  letter  |a»«y^ 
the  nost  Mtir*  nMraben  of  At  Cf*f^ 
Ways  and  Ueeiu  weie  etnoModvif^S 
edin  eoadtMtingaa  impeaehMst  f**?,f- 
- «  otber  braaeh  of  uiTLvidaBn^,  .^^Z 
littM  or  Way-  and  Heaas  had  ^'J^ 
dDty  lomakaa  fopeK,  dw  Bee«  "MVr^ 
that  it  was  M  oaTrf  -^ -^'  — ** 


entitle  ittoreepeetj  fM,«h«a  'tw**^! 
that  ihey  had  iweetty  beea  •"f«"J°^ 
new  uses  fofoerryingooaneiisiiniV: 
not  have  been  expected  tbat  i''«yjr'"  ,^rf 
tion  to  dispense  with  old  ones.  "«X«-s 
this  resolution  bad  not  been  brough i  '^^ 
an  earlier  period  of  the  session,  M'-'^j, 
moat  obvious.  He  had  not  hwrd  of  ""'' 
■ion  of  peaca  with  TripeU  tiU  Sitntdir,'" 
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ms,  tbererore,  th«  eaitiesl  oeeasion  that  offered 
for  making  ii. 

Mt.  Cbahdleh  said  he  hoped  the  motion  woald 
prevail.    He  had  himaelf  coDtemplated  making  a 

Mr.  SniLie  likewise  supported  the  motion. 

Mr.  Alston  said  he  heartiljr  coocnrred  in  the 
propriei;  of  taking  off  the  Anij  oa  salt ;  bnc  he 
ihoDght  the  HoDse  ought  prerioasly  to  know  what 
equivalent  could  be  brouchi  forward.    This  st ' 

J' set  had  been  ibooght  of  before  (his  propositi 
ad  been  sabmiiled.  and  the  continaation  of  the 
daiy  of  two  and  a  iialf  per  cent,  had  been  con- 
sidered an  advisable  sabsUtate.  But,  he  had  doubts 
of  the  proptietf  of  the  direction  proposed  to  be 
given  to  this  business.  He  thought  this  resola- 
tioB,  together  with  that  offered  or  a  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  should  go  hand  in  hand  with 
each  other ;  whether  they  went  to  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House,  or  to  the  Committee  of  Waft 
and  Means,  was  immaterial  to  him.  That  if  one 
of  these  sources  of  revenue  was  given  up,  the 
other  should  be,  at  the  same  time,  substituted  in 
room  of  it.  He  said  he  did  not  know  in  what 
sitOBiion  the  resolution  offered  by  the  getttleman 
from  Massachasetts  was,  which  he  would  wish  to 
know  before  he  voted  on  this  resolution. 

A  Member  observed  that  the  House  had  never 
agreed  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  Tromas  said,  as  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia appeared  to  have  fof^tten  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  wnich  he  whs  Chairman  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  espedieocy  of  reducing  the  duty  on 
salt,  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  session,  he  wished 
the  Clerk  to  read  that  part  of  the  Joornal.  The 
resolution,  he  said,  passed  aiboot  the  first  day  of 
December. 

Mr.  J.  RiNDOLPB  said  he  certainly  did  not  deny 
the  existence  of  such  a  resolatioo.  He  had  only 
obeerved  that  he  did  not  recollect  having  received 
it  from  the  Clerk. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolution  offered  last  ses- 
sion by  Mr.  Thouab,  on  the  7tti  of  December, 
1804,  which.VBs  such  as  he  had  staled,  and  which 
appeared  to  have  received  the  saaclion  of  the 
Honse. 

Mr.  Alston  then  moved  that  the  resolatfon 
shoQld  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
which,  after  a  few  words  in  oppotitioD  by  Mr. 
Lbib,  was  disagreed  ts — yea*  23 ;  when  the  origi- 
nal motion  obtained  without  a  division. 
CHICKASAW  INDIANS. 
Tbebili  makiog  appropriaiious  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  Treaty  between  the  United  Slates  and 
the  Chickasaw  tfibe  of  Indians  wae  read  a  third 

I  time. 

I       Mr.  Ltor  decland  himeelf  agaiim  this  bill  on 

I  account  of  the  pravitions  contained  in  the  third 

I  section,  and  moved  a  recommitment  of  the  hill  to 

;   a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  whichwasdis- 

r  agreed  to— yeas  29. 

The  question  recurrina  on  the  passage  of  the 

;   bill,  Mr.  QniMCT  objected  to  the  provisions  of  the 

;  third  sectioQ ;  whieh  ate  a*  follows: 

I       "Bbc.  3.  Aad  be  it  fitrOer  madtd,  That  if  any 

I  9th  CoH,— 33 


panon  ihaO  make,  or  attempt  to  make,  a  settlement  on 
any  of  the  lands  thnu  ceded  by  Uie  Cherobeia  and 
Chickaaaws,  and  lying  within  the  Mlwimippi  Tenlto- 
ly;  or  ihall,  nnlen  aathohzedaotodo  bylheenrveyor 
of  the  Pnbtic  Lands  sonth  of  Tannonee,  forvey,  or  at- 
tempt to  BDrvey  aoeh  lands,  or  deaignate  bomidaiiea,  I^ 
marking  trees,  or  othrarwise,  such  ofiender  sbalt,  on 
conviction  thereof  in  any  court  of  recmrd  of  the  Uoitod 
States,  or  of  any  of  ths  Territoiies  of  the  same,  IbrfUt 

a  mm  not  less  than  9 ,  nor  ezoeeding  $ ,  and 

ni&Br  imprisonmsDt   for  a  teim  not   less  than  ■ 

months,  nor  exceeding yean.  And  it  ihall,  more- 
over, be  hwflil  fin  the  Pmideat  of  the  United  Btales^ 
and  he  is  hoeby  nqtdrad  to  ensptoy  aaoh  military  (btoa 
as  he  may  judge  neeeasuy,  to  nmove  from  the  said 
landa  any  pecsan  who  shall  make,  or  attempt  to  make, 
any  seltlwnant  aa  aforesaid :  Provided,  That  nothanc 
heiefat  contained  shall  a&et  paraona  making  aettle- 
ments  on  lands  pnrchased  fiom  the  United  Stales  hi 
eonfonnity  with  uia  preceding  aecdon  of  diis  act" 

Whereupon,  a  short  debate  ensued,  in  whiob 
Messrs.  Q,DincT  and  Ltoh  oppoaed,  and  MesaraL 
J.  Rahdolpb,  J.  CI.AT,  and  QaBao,  aupported  tha 
passage  of  the  bill. 

The  former  gentlemen  of^osed  it  on  aeconnt 
t^  tbe  preoediog  provisions,  which  they  consid- 
ered as  calculated,  by  auihorizioK  the  ose  of  miJt* 
itnry  force,  to  prevent  the  leraf  BdjnainieDt,  by 
judicial  decision,  of  claims  uoder  individuals  pre- 
tending to  have  good  lilies  to  a  part  of  the  country. 

The  latter  gentlemen  contended  that  the  power 

given  to  the  President  was  not  only  just  in  itself, 
ut  absolutely  necessary,  to  prevent  an  intrusion  01 
the  lands  of  the  United  Stales  by  a  partienlar  de- 
scription of  the  Yazoo  claimants,  who  were  tflpra- 
lented  as  having  formed  the  pnrpoae  of  estabUsh- 
ing  an  extensive  settlement  oo  them-,  and  Ihua  orw 
atiog  a  force  whioh  would  keep  poasesaion  oflhe 
country  in  defiance  of  the  lava  of  the  Gnitad 
Slates. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  naya 
on  the  passage  of  the  UIl — yeas  68,  nays  33,  a* 
foUowa : 

TaAa — Evan  Aleiander,  Willia  AlMon,  janior,  iHao 
Andaraou,  David  Bard,  Burwetl  BMsett,  George  IIL, 
Bedingsr,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Broivn,  WilUamllBaller,  Levi  Casey,  JohD  Claiborne, 
Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  CIbj,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Eira  Darby,  John  Dawson, 
Eliss  Eaila,  John  W.  £ppe«,  James  Fisk,  James  M, 
Gamett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Edwin  Ony,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Oreen,  Silas 
Hal«ey,John  Hamilton, David  Hahnee,JohnQ.  Jack- 
son, John  Lambert,  Miehad  Laib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Pat- 
rid  Magmder,  Robert  Marion,  Jotlah  Muten,  \nfBan 
HcCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jare- 
miah  Marrow,  Jnhn  Morrow,  Guidon  8.  MmnlbTd, 
Roger  NHwai,  Thomas  Tfewton,  junior,  John  Fugh, 
John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob 
Ridiards,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  BasdioTd,  James 
Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel  8milh,HeB>7 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  B.  Thompaon, 
Abtam  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  John  Whitchill, 
Robert  Wbitehill,  David  R.  WiUiame,  Alexander  Wil. 

1,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 
Ifiii — Joseph   Bariier,  John   Chandler,   Orchard 
Cook,  Richard  OoUs,  Samne]  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
port, junior,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  EUis,  Ebeneaer  Ebnei 
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William  Ely.  William  Findlej,  John  Fonler,  8eth 
Haatingi,  David  Hough,  Matthew  Lyon,  JonaUian  0. 
Moselj,  Jeremiah  Nelaon,  Oidnon  Olin,  Timothj  Pit- 
kb,  jr.,  Joaiah  Quincj,  John  Runell,  Martin  O. 
Schuneman,  Joaeph  Stanton,  Samuel  Taggait,  Benja- 
min TaUmadgs,  Bamnet  Tenoey,  David  Thomas,  Tbo- 
maa  W.  Thompwa,  Uri  Tracj,  Killian  K.  Van  Remn 
■daer,  JoKph  B.  Vamnm,  Fel«g  Wadiworth,  and 
Nathan  Williama. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  reiolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  od  the  bill  lapplemeDtary  to  ibe  act, 
entitled  "An  act  makiarprOTisioQ  for  thetedemp- 
tioD  of  the  whole  public  debt  of  ibe  United  Slates." 

Mr.  Tabkuh  considered  the  objects  contempla- 
ted by  this  bill  too  important,  and  the  subject  too 
abstTDse,  to  belikelf,at  so  latea  periodor  theses- 
■ioD,  to  command  that  atieotion  they  merited;  and 
therefote  moved  that  the  Commiiiee  should  rise. 


Messrs,  Tallhadoe and  Q,niHcr  supported,  and 
Meura.  J.CuAt  and  J.  Randolph  opposed  ibii 
motion,  which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  33,  nays  42 ; 
when  the  bill  was  considered  by  seciioas,  and  some 
pnwress  made  in  it,  when  the  Committee  rose,  and 
Bad  leare  to  ail  again. 

TuEBDAT,  April  16. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  a  deischmenc  from  the  militia 
of  the  United  Staten:"  Whereupon, 

JRaolved,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  said 
amendment. 

Amestigefrom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  anuplemeniary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
uieod  jurisdiction,  in  certain  cases,  to  the  Ter- 
ritorial Courts,"  with  several  amendments;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  ac 
for  the  resulation  of  the  times  of  holding  ifat 
Contts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other 
pnrpoies;  to  which  they  desire  the  coocuttence  of 
this  Hoase. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
Ad  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  eiteod  jurisdiction,  in  certain  cases,  to  the 
Territorial  Courts:  Whereupon, 

Reaolved,  That  tbi*  House  do  agree  to  the  said 
■mendmenls. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  rennlaiion  of  the  limes  of  holding  the 
Couru  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other 
pur)NMea,"  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JoBEPH  CLar,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  part  of  this  House  to  attend  a  confer- 
ence with  the  Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of  ibe 
amendmeois  depending  between  the  two  Houses 
othe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriatioos  •u~uu 
01  the  support  of  Govern  men  i,  Jot  the  year  one  I     tiva. 


thousand  eight  hundred  and  aiz,"  madesrr.' 
thereon ;  nfaicb  was  read  and  ordered  to  liEz:^ 
table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  inrormed  tfaiicc 
that  (he  Senare  have  agreed  to  ih«  nmw^x 
proposed  by  the  joint  committee  of  conTmx 
touching  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  i;  . 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  approfmaiicei ' 
the  support  of  Goveroraent  for  the  jenrowc^ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  six  ^'  they  rcce^frs 
their  fourth,  sixih,  seventh,  eighth,  teaii  u. 
twelfth,  and  insist  on  their  fifth,  ninth,  tirtai, 
thirteenth,  foortcenth,  and  fiAeeDth  amc^eau 
to  the  said  hill. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  tbasudK^ 
sage:  Whereupon, 

Saolved,  That  this  Houae  do  recede Iroatk- 
disajtreemeol  to  the  ameodmenta  inaisietf  os  ti 
the  Senate,  and  do  agree  to  the  m.\ 
modification  of  all  the  oiher  an 
by  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Presidaitrf 
the  United  States,  Iransmiitinfr  «  treairawdodci 

....'.k    .u-  ii:--i I i_  J .     f  '- 


ith   the  Piankeshaw  Indians,  for  exuarDuiuK 
claim  to  the  country  between  theVt^ 


thei 

and  Eashaskia 

The  Messa^  was  read  and.  together  wiiktlie 
treaty  transmitted  therewitii,  reftmx/io  tbCo» 
miitee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Caninilte^  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senic, entt- 
lied  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  caofoatioo 
of  clerks,  and  for  other  purposes."  The  bill  was 
reported  with  several  am  end  men  ta. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendmeBts,  tocctte 
with  the  bill,  do  lie  oa  the  table. 

Mr.  JoBH  RaHDOLPH,  froni  the  Commitiee  d 
Ways  and  Means,  presented  ft  bill  tepalBj  tbe 
acts  laying  duties  on  salt,  and  eontiDuiuafgtce, 
for  a  further  time,  the  Srst  section  of  tht  taea- 
tilled  "An  act  further  to  protect  the  coBBeti 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  againM  ihcBH- 
bary Powers;"  which  was  read  twice^  sadecft- 
milled  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoase  » 


The  Sprakeb  laid  before  the  House  tbcA^Iw 
ing  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tnaary; 
"liich  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table : 

Tb«*sdbt  DaFaaraairr,  AprU  IS,  IM. 

8ia:  In  aniwer  to  the  requcat  ODntkJDcd  is  At 
nsolation  of  the  Bonn  of  Rcpmentativn  irf  te  M 
instant,  I  have  the  honor  nspu:tfaUy  to  Mala,  ite  "w 
application  has  been  made  to  draw  idoimt  fi^  ^ 
Treamiry  for  the  purchase  of  the  Ftoridaa  bete*  as  ap- 
propriation made  by  law  for  that  pnrpoan." 

The  cireumatancei  which  may  have    .hhjjiJ  ^ 

iprescion  that  such  an  applieatimi  had  Ibna  uak 
being  uDConnectad  with  any  matter  penainini  to  fit 
duties  of  tha  office  of  8ee»taryof  the  Tmaaaii.is 
-"  presumed  to  come  within  tho  scope  of  Aa  iatiM- 
raoeived  from  this  Dqkartmeot  fay  tha  Hom*. 
have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  riwimi.  ■»  w 
obedient  senant,  '■ 

ALBEHT  GALLATO 
Tha  Hon.  tiie  Sraaua  o/  tite  Onim  nf 
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DEFENCE  OF  FORTS  AND  HARBORS. 

The  HoUH  reBolred  itself  into  s  Comiaiite 

th«  Whole  on  the  bill  "Tor  fonifriiiK  the  porta 

and  harbors  of  the  United  Si&tes,  ud  for  building 

gun  boa  t«." 

The  first  section  wms  read,  as  follows: 
Sec.  1.  Th&t  a  sum  of  mnofi)'  not  eiceeding  9l60>- 
OOO,  in  addition  to  the  sums  heretotbre  appTopriated, 
ahail  be,  and  the  aioie  a  herebj  gppropriBted,  to  enabls 
the  Freaidant  of  the  United  Statea  to  csuae  the  porta 
(tnd  barbors  of  the  United  Statei  to  be  better  tbrtifled 
and  protected. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAHa  mored  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  McCaEBBr. — Mr.  Cbairman :  T  shall  not 
only  vote  against  striking  out  the  Srst  section  of 
this  bill,  but  mean  to  renew  the  tnoiion 
Committee  of  the  Whole  by  the  gentlem 
Virginia,  (Ur.  Dawson,)  to  appropriate  9500,00(1 
for  the  buildios  of  three  frigates. 

When  we  take  into  coaslderalion  the  present 
tinsetiled  Mate  of  Europe,  the  great  and  crowing 
imporiaoce  of  our  commerce,  and  the  defenceless 
stale  it  h  in,  can  any  man  think  of  lessening  the 
very  small  protection  afforded  to  it  br  the  nation? 
Will  our  consiituents  not  be  shocked  at  (he  small 
atteatioQ  ibatispaid  tosuchao  immense  property? 
Sir,  the  stake  is  too  gr--  "  '■-  -■"-'  — "■  »  - 
cording  to  the  report  li 
ago  by  the  Secretary 
amounted  to  upwards  of  oinety-Gve  millions  of 
dollars  for  the  last  year,  but  as  they  commonly 
exceed  our  exports,  both  together  most  amount  to 
nearly  two  hondred  millions,  to  which  I  add,  for 
one  million  loos  of  shipping,  fifty  roillioos,  which 
gives  an  actire  property  of  near  two  huodred  aud 
6fty  millioDs  of  dollars  beloozinff  to  our  fellow- 
citizens;  the  greater  part  of  wnicn  is  almost  con- 
stantly eipDs^  to  depredations. 

Now,  sir,  according  to  an  estimation  which  I 
hare  made  of  fifteen  per  cent,  ffaio  on  out  imports 
and  exi)orts,and  of  tweoiy  dollars  pet  ton,  carried 
annually  by  our  shippiDf.it  appears  that  our  mer- 
chants have  bronght  more  wealth  into  the  nation 
last  year,  than  all  our  oatiTe  produce  and  man- 
ufactures, which  were  exported  the  same  year. 
amouniea  to.  I  therefore  appeal  to  the  good  sense 
and  candor  of  thia  House,  whether  it  is  consistent 
with  the  duty  we  owe  our  consiituents  to  abandon 
such  an  interest. 

When  this  subject  of  oar  carrying  trade,  as  it  is 
called,  was  lately  before  the  House,  some  gentle- 
men  mre  it  credit  for  about  9800,000,  which 
arose  from  the  aystem  of  debentures.  The  same 
item  in  the  lest  report  is,  I  believe,  staled  at  one 
millioa  and  a  half.  But  this,  sir,  in  comparisoa 
to  the  other  immense  adrantages  of  our  trade,  I 
consider  as  mere  drippings  io  the  pan;  and  I  only 
mention  it  oow  in  order  to  show  to  the  House  the 
manner  in  which  it  arises,  because  it  will  be  a 
complete  refutation  of  all  those  little  iosjnuations 
and  gross  charges  lately  uttered  on  this  floor 
a^inst  that  part  of  the  community. 

Agreeably  to  the  system  of  drawback,  all  goods 
imported,  wbicb  pay  a  duty,  are  eolitled  to  deben- 


ture 00  being  re-eiported,  prorided  they  remain 
io  the  same  package,  and  are  not  altered.  There- 
fore, if  a  m^chaoion  examiniog  his  goods,  which 
he  commonly  does,  is  tempted  to  dispose  of  a  piece 
of  linen,  a  pair  ofgloves,  or  a  piece  of  ribbon,  he 
loses  the  drawback  on  the  entire  package;  and, 
therefore,  because  be  will  not  take  a  false  oatb, 
the  nation  gains  these  sums  of  money. 

I  know,  sir,  that  custom-house  oaths  are  prover- 
bial in  Europe;  but  ibey  are  not  so  here  yet;  and 
I  think  it  will  depend  on  this  House  that  they 
never  shall. 

Notwithstanding  the  present  great  extent  of  our 
trade,  we  have  the  means  of  extending  it  much 
further  from  our  increased  circulating  medium; 
and  this  will  certainly  take  place  should  Europe 
remaiu  io  its  present  situation.  It,  therefore,  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  wisdom  in  this  House  to  afford 
to  our  commerce  the  necessary  protection  it  re- 
quires. So  much  wealth  pouring  io  will  sooik 
lower  the  inierest  of  money.  Bdnks  are  multi- 
plying, but  their  dividends  are  lesaeoiog  so  fast, 
that  these  riches  must  soon  be  applied  to  agricul- 
ture and  to  manufactures. 

The  question  was  thea  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  WiLLF&HS,  which  was  disagreed  to — ayes  20, 

Mr.  Mabtebb  moved  a  new  section,  appropri- 
ating a  sum  not  exceeding dollars,  to  enable 

the  President  of  the  Uoited  Statei  to  cause  the 
port  and  harborof  New  York  to  be  better  fortiSed 
and  protected. 

Mr.  Smiue  opposed  the  motion,  under  the  im* 
pression  that  no  sum  in  the  power  of  Congress  to 
give  would  accomplish  this  object. 

Various  motions  were  made  to  incorporate  In 
the  section  a  provision  for  fortifying  (he  several 
porta  of  Charleston,  Norfolk,  New  Orleans,  Balti- 
more, and  QprgetowD, 

Mr.  QuiNcr. — Mr.  Chairman,  sentlemen  seein 
disposed  to  treat  this  subject  ligntly,  and  to  in- 
dulge themselves  in  pleasaolries  on  a  question 
very  serious  to  the  commercial  cities  and  to  the 
ioteresis  of  those  who  inhabit  them.  It  may  ba 
sport  tu  you,  gentlemen,  but  it  is  death  to  us. 
However  well  disposed  a  majority  of  this  Housa 
may  be  to  treat  ibis  hill  ludicrously,  it  will  fill 
great  and  influential  portions  of  ttiis  aatioo  with 
very  different  seoiimeots.  Men  who  hove  all  that 
human  nature  holds  dear — friends,  fortunes,  and 
families — concenlraled  in  one  single  spot  on  the 
seaconsi,  aad  that  spot  exposed  every  moment  to 
be  plundered  and  desolated,  will  not  highly  relish 
or  prize  at  An  extreme  value  the  wit  or  the  levity 
with  which  this  House  seems  inclined  to  treat 
the  dangers  which  threaten  them;  and  which  are 
sources  to  them  of  great  and  just  apprehensions. 
I  do  not  rise,  Mr.  Chairman  merely  to  support  the 
motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 
It  is  not  the  fortification  of  this  or  that  particular 
city  whirih  1  mean  to  advocate.  I  should  have 
preferred  a  general  appropriation,  leaving  it  10  the 
discretion  oT  the  Executive  to'apply  it  to  those 
ports  and  harbors  which  are  either  most  exposed 
osi  important.    And  if  b^  anything  that  shall 

.  r  in  the  course  of  the  discussion,  the  House 
shall  be  induced  to  change  what  at  present  seem 
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to  be  its  dispositioD,  I  hope  ihe  Bugmented  ippro- 
priatioD  will  be  made  in  that  form.  It  is  to  the 
general  doty  which  is  incumbent  upon  this  Le- 
{^sUtnre  to  jirotect  the  commercial  cities,  that  I 
would  call  lis  attention.  This  duty  is  so  plain 
and  imperious,  thatj  in  my  opinion,  an  awfuL 
weight  of  iespoiisibtIii_y  rests  upon  this  House, 
Brery  class  and  collection  of  citizens  have  a  right 
to  claim  from  Qovernmenl  that  species  of  proiec- 
tioD  which  their  situation  requires,  in  proportion 
to  their  exposure,  and  to  the  greatness  of  the  stake 
which  society  has  in  their  safety.  Our  obligation 
to  protect  the  commercial  cities  does  not  result 
ftom  the  particular  exigency  which  at  presetit 
impends  over  onr  nation;  but  fiom  the  nature  of 
those  cities.  The  duly  is  permanent,  and  oueht 
to  be  fulfilled  by  a  permanent  system.  A  regular 
eonr«e  of  annual  appropriations  may  in  a  very 
ftw  years  put  all  our  capital  cities  in  a  state  of 
reasonable  security,  and  at  no  very  distant  period 
of  time,  without  any  additional  imposition  on  the 
people,  give  every  city  on  our  coast  an  adequate 
defence.  It  is  in  this  light  that  i  consider  the 
question  now  before  the  Committee  to  be  import- 
ant. Not  that  an?  sum  which  may  be  inserted 
will  be  immediately  sufficient  for  all  the  objects 
fbr  which  we  have  to  provide.  But  thai  any  aug- 
mentation of  the  appropriation  will  be  a  pledge 
to  the  nation  of  the  disposition  of  this  House  to 
commence  a  system  ol^  defence  for  our  cities. 
Any  evidence  of  which  will  give  just  saiisfaciion 
to  gre«t  masses  of  your  citizens,  as  an  appearance 
of  a  want  of  it,  will  fill  them  with  no  less  discon- 
tent and  dismay.  In  this  point  of  view  1  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  Commiitee  to  a  few  observa- 
tions on  the  importance  of  fonificatioDs,  their 
Utility,  and  practicability. 

As  to  the  importance  of  the  objects  for  which 
W(  ask  a  defence,  it  seems  to  me  either  nOC  under- 
■toodot  not  realized.  Almost  all  who  have  spoken 
npon  the  subject  have  dwelt  chiefly,  if  not  alto- 
gether, on  the  amount  of  revenue  drawn  from  the 
commercial  cities  j  as  if  tbeir  value  were  to  be 
appreciated,  or  our  duty  to  defend  tbem  measured, 
by  the  annual  product  they  yield.  This,  it  is  true, 
makeaa  naluralpartof  the  estimate  of  their  worth, 
but,  as  I  apprehend,  by  no  means  the  most  impor- 
tant. Their  situaiion,  the  number  of  their  inhabi- 
tants, the  great  portion  of  the  active  and  fixed 
capital  of  society  which  they  contain,  are,  in  a 
national  view,  standards  much  more  just  and  more 
elevated  by  which  to  ascertain  their  value  and  our 
obligations.  I  ask,  sir,  what  is  the  amount  of  the 
capital  of  this  nation  which  is  invested  in  the  sin- 
gle city  of  New  York?  The  annual  prodnct  it 
yields  Eo  our  revenue  is  three  millions  of  dollars. 
Now  suppose  the  average  of  import  duties  is  only 
ten  per  cent.,  ad  valorem,  (a  sum  certainly  below 
the  real  average,)  the  annual  amount  of  capital 
deposited  in  imports,  is^  then,  thirty  millions  of 
dollars.  The  amount  of  value  in  exports  cannot 
be  estimated  at  lev  than  Iwentv  millions.  If  to 
these  be  added  the  capital  of  its  banks,  the  amount 
of  stock  always  on  hand,  and  that  of  its  shipping 
and  other  personal  property,  all  of  which  no  one 
can  rate  below  another  fifty  millions,  the  tesull  is, 


that  there  is  in  annual  deposit,  wiihio  itto^i 
New  York  alone,  one  bundred  miHionsof  tbr 
live  eafMtal  of'  tbia  aationl  I  know  hi)wb>k! 
is  below  the  r<«l  estimate,  hat  ]  siue  tbia 
ibat  no  one  may  hesitate  to  adast  m)  mu 
I  ask,  then,  what  is  it  worth  to  insntc  iWa 
against  the  risk  of  an  invasion,  sol  anctltDlui 
on  ibe  great  national  scale,  but  odi  shck 
ranee  office  arithmetic?  I  hive  b«ii  loidik: 
insure  ihat  city  against  such  risk,  for  me  ufi 
year  of  war,  with  any  of  the  grttl  muiiits 
tions  of  Europe,  would  be  wDith  Sit  psa 
That  is,  the  insurance  for  a  single  |a:</ni 
would  repay  the  expense  of  foiiiEciimna 
should  they  cost  five  millions  of  dolki  k 
suppose  this  calculation  extraTB^iii,cuii)K 
doubt  that  sach  an  insorance  m  iiiiii(^[«E 
against  the  double  risk  of  wiTgiDdoTtiui 
case  of  war,  is  worth  one  half  per  cm!  £ra 
at  this  premium,  six  years  of  icsnnDKiwrf 
peace,  would  repay  the  ezpendituiei/iiniit 
lions— a  sum  more  than  adequate  loibMntf 
ibat  city.  In  making  this  stalemeoilioiifM 
be  understood  to  pretend  noru  picfinla 
appropriation ;  it  is  not  asked.  Uf  ot^DOciU 
gentlemen  to  consider  what  is  theiiuikaivil<> 
security,  and  that  they  may  ni)i<lte9iiitai«1> 
ihey  apply  to  these  objects,  as  iff  iMntjk 
to  deem  them,  absolutely  ihnmmr  ^ 
great  mass  of  the  national  tve^<^itw  imf 
irated  on  the  banks  of  one  of  ilxwop*; 
harbors  in  the  world,  is  liable  lo  ikci«Uu< 
depredation  of  the  most  despicaHi  fc*  '* 
seven  ly-four-gun  ships  may  at  to  mom^^ 
that  city  under  contribotion  or  iniriw,'!"?" 
with  impuniiy.  They  might  mitei'ili!''!^ 
of  the  inhabitants  of  that  citj  lo  J»! '^.'*~ 
equal  lo  the  whole  annual  reTenne"' *rj«™ 
it,  rather  than  submit  lo  the  hiisni  u*'^ 
of  bombardment  and  conflagration.  F«i*' 
case  the  mere  destruction  of  prop*"!*,* 
item  in  the  account  of  aoiicipainl  wii^ 
The  shook  to  credit  j  the  uniMtsal  stip"™" 
business;  the  terror  spread  ibroojtb  («i!^ 
age,  and  sex;  the  ihousafidi  wbuhtnunV 
in  the  country,  but  must  take  the  "^.'^ 
buried  under  the  ruinsof  their  ciiy-*"'*^ 
cumstances  would  enter  into  ■  coniufc**" 
make  the  pecuniary  sacrifice,  koweiwp'-'f 
pear  trifling  in  comparison.  „  ,  ,  v,- 
I  have  used  the  cIVy  of  Newtotkonlir 
of  example.  The  same  observalioiiJ i«'^ 
ble  10  every  other  oommerci»I  eitf  ""*  :, 
Stales,  in  proportion  to  its  magniw"  >*^ 
nature  of  itS situation.  Two  »*«iiiT-fw''2 
sweep  the  coast  from  Savannah  to  P"™*^ 
levy  an  amount  equal  to  the  whole  •d'"*'^ 
of  the  United  Slates.  It  would  bebeii«»'-. 
city  voluntarily  to  pay  a  contribDiLoo  H*  ^ 
proportion  of  that  amount,  raihet  tiM  "'"V 
alternative  of  that  destruction  to  wniM, 
sal.  it  would  be  obliged  lo  submit.  Is  «"',  ^, 
of  things  as  this  a  light  and  trifling  M""\,a 
such  nortions  of  the  wealth  of  tbt  coo""^. 
be  left  exposed  to  the  caprice  of  wmj  f'^ 
and  ate  propositions  to  protect  ineo  ■•  " 
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with  roQtempt  or  with  ridicule?  Cbd  aof  dnty 
be  more  solemD  or  impetiout  ihAn  thai  wbieh  his 
for  its  object  a  rational  degree  of  security  for 
those  points  in  the  United  States  which  are  be- 
yond all  others  exposed  lo  hostile  attack,  at  the 
saioB  time  that  they  comprise  within  the  smaiiest 
possible  compan,  immeose  masses  of  the  national 
wealth  and  population? 

The  importance,  then,  of  the  objects  to  be  de- 
fended will  be  admitted.  Bat  the  utititj^  of  forti- 
cations  as  a  means  of  defence,  and  their  practi- 
eabiiity  in  certain  ports  and  harborsi  are  aeoied. 
With  respect  to  the  general  utility  of  fortifications, 
I  ask  by  whom  it  is  denied?  by  men  interested  io 
that  species  of  defence?  by  the  inhabitants  of 
cities  ?  by  those,  the  necessity  of  whose  situation 
has  tnnied  their  attention  to  the  nature  of  fortiS- 
eations  and  their  efficacy?  No,  sir;  these  men 
solicit  them.  They  are  anxious  for  nolhiog  so 
much.  Tbey  tell  you  the  rafety  of  all  they  hold 
iear,  their  wire^  their  children,  their  fortunes, 
ind  lires,  sre  slalced  upon  yoor  decision.  They 
lo  not  BO  tauch  ask  fortiflcatioos  as  a  favor;  they 
:laita  thena  as  a  riffbtj  tWy  demand  them.  Who 
ire  they,  then,  who  deny  their  utility?  Why, 
men,  from  the  interior;  men,  who  in  one  breath 
letl  yon  they  know  nothing  about  the  subject,  and 
in  the  next  paM  judgment  asainsi  the  adoption  of 
any  measures  of  defence.  It  Is  true,  sir,  to  men 
who  inhabit  the  White  Hills  of  New  Hampshire, 
or  the  Blue  Ridge  of  Virginia,  nothing  can  appear 
more  absolutely  nseless  than  appro priatioos  for 
the  defence  of  the  seaeoast.  In  this,  as  in  all  other 
cases,  men  reason  very  cooUv  and  pbilocophicalljr 
concerning  dangers  to  whicn  they  ate  not  them- 
selves subject.  All  men,  fbr  the  most  part,  bear 
with  wonderful  composure  the  misfortDnes  ot 
other  people.  Aod,  it  called  to  contribate  their 
relief,  they  are  sure  to  And  in  the  cold  suggestions 
of  economy,  enough  apolosies  (or  failnre  m  their 
social  duties.  The  belt  criterion  of  (he  utility  of 
forlifieatioos,  is  the  practice  and  experience  of 
other  nations.  Now,  I  ask,  was  there  ever  a  na- 
tion which  did  not  defend  their  ^reat  commercial 
deposits  bv  either  land  fortiBcations  or  sea  batte- 
ries? All  history  does  not  exhibit  suoh  an  in- 
stance. Arewe  wiser,  then,  than  all  other  nations? 
or  are  we  less  exposed  than  ifacy?  are  we  alone  to 
escape  the  common  lot  of  humanity?  can  we  ex- 
pect to  be  rich  and  not  tempt  the  sprrit  of  avarice? 
lo  be  defenceless  amid  armed  pirates,  and  in  no 
danger  of  robbery  or  insult?  1  ask  again,  sir,  how 
is  the  ioutility  offoriiflcBtionsproTed"  ~ 
for  the  sake  of  argi 

which,  however,  1  aeny,  that  they  cannot  he  erect. 
ed  in  sufficient  fbrce  to  defeat  very  great  arma- 
ments ;  yet  is  it  nothing  to  prevent  the  piratical 
attempts  of  single  ships?  Is  ft  nothing  to  deter  an 
invader?  nothing  even  to  delay  an  attack?  Is  it 
worth  nothing  to  bave  the  cnance  of  erimiling 
an  assailant?  The  only  argument  I  have  heard 
urged  affainsl  the  niility  of  fortifications,  is,  that 
the  whole  coast  cannot  be  fonifled,  so  that,  protect 
as  stronffly  as  yoa  will  particular  points,  the  in- 
vader will  land  somewhere  else.  Sir,  tbit  is  the 
very  object  of  fortificaiiotu.  Nomanevertboogbt 


IS  proved?    Suppose, 
shoold  be  admitted, 


of  building  a  Chinese  wall  aJong  all  the  indenta- 
tions of  our  shore,  ftom  St.  Mary^s  unto  St.  Croix. 
The  true  object  of  fortifications  is  to  oblige  yoni 
enemies  to  land;  it  is  to  keep  them  at  arm's  length. 
[f  they  canaot  reach  voor  cities  with  (heit  batto- 
ries,  and  would  attaci,  they  must  come  on  shore. 
They  are  then  only  a  land  force,  and  our  militia 
wilt  find  no  difficulty  in  ^ring  a  good  account  of 
them.  The  onljr  remaining  evidente  in  the  pos- 
session of  this  House,  against  the  utility  of  fortilt- 
cations,  are  tbe  opinions  of  various  gentlemen, 
delivered  on  this  floor;  and  that  of  the  Beeretary 
of  War,  as  silled  in  his  report.  As  to  tbe  fonnsr, 
they  certainly  do  not  merit  a  serious  refutation, 
because  no  gentleman  who  has  spoken  has  pr»- 
tended  to  a  practical  or  even  theoretical  know- 


ledge of  the  subject;  but,  on  the  contrary,  most,  If 
not  all,  of  them,  have  candidly  eonfessed  their  v- 
norance.    It  is  of  more  importance  to  consider  the 


opinion  of  the  Secretary  at  War.  That  part  of  his 
report  which  relate*  to  tbe  harbor  of  New  York 
contains  his  general  opinion  against  the  practica- 
bility' or  defending  such  an  harbor  by  land  battft' 
ries,  and  two  facts  in  sup^rt  of  that  opinion. 
Now,  as  to  the  general  opinion  of  the  Secretaijr, 
I  am  willing  to  allow  it  whatever  weight  any 
gentlemaa  may  choose  to  attach  to  it;  but  cer^ 
tainly  it  ought  not  to  be  conclusive  in  an  a&ir  of 
such  immense  importance;  en>eciallv  when  it  i> 
contradicted  by  the  tenor  of  the  applications  oit 
your  lablCj  and  by  the  opinions  of  other  individa- 
eh  of  as  high  military  and  scientific  reputation  aa 
the  Secretary.  Much  less  does  tbis^  bis  opinion, 
claim  from  tts  implicit  confidence,  since  the  only 
two  facts  he  has  chosen  to  adduce,  are  rerj  fmc 
fVom  beiosa  sufficient  basis  for  the  broad  opmioa 
he  has  built  on  (hem.  The  first  fact  is  one  which 
occurred  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  in  1776.  A 
British  ship  of  forty  guns  passed  the  batteries  ma 
the  Hudson,  under  circumstances  favorable  to  tits 
effect  of  the  batteries,  and  sustained  a  tretnendow 
camumade,  without  oeing  sensibly  incoTwmoded. 
Allowing  thb  fact  its  full  force,  it  can  weigh  but 
little  against  the  utility  or  praciicability  of  Toriifi- 
cations.  That  was  the  second  year  of  the  war } 
our  batteries  were  erected  on  sauden  emergencyj 
our  artillerists  had  probably  tittle  experience. 

Will  it  be  pretended  that  the  batteries  this  na- 
tion, in  its  present  state  of  affluence  and  experi- 
ence, can  erect,  will  not  exceed,  both  in  location 
and  power,  those  which  at  that  time  protected  the 
Hudson?  Betides,  to  draw  from  a  particular  in- 
stance a  general  conclusion,  is  contrary  to  all  rulea 
of  just  loeic.  Various  circumstances,  attogeth^ 
accideatal,  might  have  occuried  to  have  produced 
that  result,  which  miKhi  never  occur  again,  ff 
this  instance  be  a  good  argument  against  the  util- 
ity of  land  fortifications,  there  is  an  equally  strong 
argument  in  the  hiaiory  of  our  Revolution,  igainat 
the  fashionible  mode  of  defence  by  gunboats.  I 
take  the  fact  only  from  verbal  information,  and  if 
I  am  incorrect,  there  are  genltemen  on  this  floor 
who  can  set  me  right.    During  the  war,  a  British 

isate  of  forty-four  ffDni,  called  the  RoebocL 
luok  ground  in  the  Delawan;  and  though  we  had 
gnnbmtis,  guanlum  M^tcd^wno  pelKd  Mr  to  thejf 
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Lfhti's  COD  lent  during  one  whole  lide,  she  received 
no  mBDner  of  injury,  at  lessl  Doneof  any  import- 
Btjce.  If  I  have  this  fact  corrfcUf,  it  is  just  on 
alroDg  BgaiDst  the  eScBCjr  of  gunooatB,  as  ihst 
produced  by  the  Secretary  is  afpiost  land  batte- 
ries. One  word  here  concermng  this  mode  of 
dereuee  by  eunboata,  which  seema  to  conceotrate 
kU  the  naval  afrt;cliona  of  otir  rulerSj  aod  to  have 
OD  freight  ail  their  loiliiaty  hopes.  It  is  not  de- 
nied that  these  are  weapons  of  considerable  effect 
or  tbac  in  cerlaio  siluacions  ihey  are  useful,  or 
that  in  aid  of  other  and  heavier  batteries,  tfiey 
may  not  sometimes  be  imporlaDl.  It  is  only  wbeu 
they  become  the  favorites,  to  the  total  exclusion 
of  more  powerful  modes  of  defence,  and  draw 
away  to  the  leas  power  appropriations  that  are 
wanting  for  the  greater,  that  the  system  which 
npholds  them  becomes  an  object  of  contempt  or 
Of  dread.  Now-a-days,  sir.  put  what  you  will  into 
the  crucible,  whether  it  be  Re v an ty 'fours,  nr  frig- 
ates, or  land  batteries,  the  result  is  the  same;  after 
due  sweltering  in  the  legislative  furnace,  there 
comes  out  ootbtng  but  gunboats.  I  ask,  if  our 
cities  are  attacked  by  any  maritime  nation,  will 
it  not  be  by  tin e-of-ba tile  ships?  And  who  ever 
heard  that  a  line  of-batile  ship  was  defeated  by 
gunboats?  1  do  not  pretend  to  be  learoed  in  these 
matters,  bat  es  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  gain 
information,  it  ii,  that  when  there  is  anything  of 
B  b'eavy  sea,  even  such  as  is  often  in  the  batbor 
.'of  New  York,  gunboats  are  of  very  little  efficacy. 
It  is  true,  in  case  of  a  calm,  if  they  can  get  their 
object  at  rest,  they  have  great  adfantage;  that  is, 
if  you  can  get  the  bird  to  stand  still  until  you  can 
put  salt  upon  its  tail,  you  can  catch  the  bird.  But 
the  worst  of  it  is^  that  it  ii  too  cunning  for  that. 
The  ship-of-lhe-line  chooses  its  own  time  for  the 
attack,  and  will  always  select  that  which  is  least 
fkvorable  to  iis  adversary. 

But,  to  return  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  at 
War.  The  next  fact  it  stales  is  the  battle  of  Co- 
penhagen. Now,  if  this  be  admitted  merely  as  an 
evidence  of  a  i>articular  instance  of  the  inemcacy 
of  land  batteries,  J  do  not  think  it  important 
enough  to  take  the  time  to  examine.  The  true 
question  is  not  whether  New  York  can  be  defend- 
ed in  a  particular  way,  but  whether  it  is  capable 
of  defence  at  all,  by  combining  land  with  floating 
batteries?  In  this  point  of  view,  the  instance  ad- 
duced by  the  Secretary  is,  perhaps,  the  most  mem- 
orable on  lecord,  and  the  one,  of  all  oihers,  in 
which  those  who  advocate  a  defence  of  our  com- 
mercial cities,  ought  to  exult  as  in  an  inconlro- 
Tertible  evidence  of  the  truih  of  iheir  sysieiu. 
What  was  the  fact  ?  One  of  the  best  appointed 
naval  armaments  of  the  moat  powerful  maritime 
nation  in  the  world,  under  her  most  favored  and 
fortunate  commander,  was  sent  to  attack  Copeo- 
hageo.  The  Danes  were  taken  by  surprise.  Ev- 
erythin{[,  apparently,  was  in  favor  of  the  assailant 
jind  against  those  who  acted  on  the  defensive.  To 
fifteen  line-of-baiile  ships,  the  Danes  had  ooihing 
to  oppose  but  their  land  and  harbor  batteries,  for- 
tiBcalions,  and  block  ships.  And  what  was  the 
result  1  Why  that,  after  a  most  bloody  and  well- 
Gonleiied  battle,  the  British  firitt  asked  a  Uuce. 


Fischer 


Danish  eomm^Ddet,  in  i'iia 
of  the  battle,  declares  lhit,M<3' 
Qag  of  truce  was  oSerea,  two  ofiheMnLitt 
of-the-line  bad  struck  their  colotE,  lodUij 
some  time,  tbeir  whole  force  wis  h  miei 
that  it  &red  onlv  single  gam.  lsiellipg[£[' 
peans  assert^  and  even  candid  En|li&liiDa  r. 
allow  ihatj  if  ever  Nelsoa  wasbaiet,iin!.: 
ihat  occasion.  But,  suppose  all  ihiiulrtn 
neoua.  Suppose  that  NelsDDoblaliedini'r.s 
tory — does  It  thence  result  (hailbefmifaia 
and  block  ships  with  which  CopcDbigcDnF*- 
fended  were  useless?  ByaomeiDs.  &j:ji 
battle  is  an  illustrious  andirtefragible  iinnii 
their  utility.  It  is  a  fact  on  record, mrlit. 
lion  ibeories  in  favor  of  the  efficu; uTiuni 
defence  against  a  maritime  force.  Sir,li(e. 
for  which  those  batteries  was  FtecMliiiiitik. 
Copenhagen  is  defended.  The  smd  licl 
would  have  desolated  tbe  city  bu  ifdieint 
on  tbe  artificial  shield.  Let  gemlmu  alalu 
tbe  probable  cost  of  those  batteries^  iWuKpi 
by  expending  a  similar  sum  in  tiie  bnhtil.Vrr 
York,  that  city  might  be  defended  u  Cifali' 
gen  was,  and  from  a  likedangei^iiikttiBui 
that  can  hesitate  as  to  the  wiidoutofiukoa- 
pendiiurel  Sir,  the  city  of  OipM%M,Mita 
day,  was  preserved  from  a  imgiiix-.^'i^^ 
cost  of  twenty  such  batteries  ■«ildi°i^"f^ 
paired.  I  conclude,  then,  ihiiM""*"™ 
cities  can  be  defended.  Land  biUtnatwMH 
with  harbor  batteries  are  ei^uilioibt#<\T° 
this  question  of  practicabiliiy,t»«™t™ 
so  much  is  said,  I  humbly  coiiceii(tbi>i»"^ 
place  where  it  ought  to  be  decided, « *'H"' 
the  Executive ;  that  is  the  prowi  de|Wiw' 
examine  it.  Our  duty  is  to  mue  iIk  itfo^ 
tions  ;  to  show,  at  least,  a  dispoiiiioii  u*!* 
If  New  York  cannot  be  defended,  i!  ifj^?". 
case  with  Charleston,  Saianuli.  «  '^^ 
Shall  we  leave  the  whole  defeBcel(a,l«»' 
particular  part  is  vulnerable 7  Sir,laii|?f 
thetruth.  Tbe  limit  of  our  power  lofc*' 
not  in  the  nature  of  tbe  cities,  but  iii«i»P^ 
tion  to  appropriate ;  not  in  the  iseffieitl**; 
or  harbor  batteries,  but  in  opr  inseosiWr* 
danger  of  the  commercial  cities  and  u'-^ 
ness  to  make  the  pecuniary  sacrifice  "i^ 
lection  requires.  On  all  sides  we  '^•'nj 
the  objection,  "  where  are  the  niesiis'  ■»;. 
is  the  public  debt  to  be  discbarged,  i'^l'T' 
such  an  expense  T'  Mr.  Chairmsn,  nw*'' 
difficulties  are  insurrooanUble  wb^  ^. 
land  is  to  he  purchased,  or  when  out  De«f' 
ries  on  the  Missouri  and  Bed  river  ire  °^ 
plored,  or  when  Indian  titles  in  'I"  ""t 
country  are  to  be  extinguished-  "' j .  ■ 
within  these  two  years  Efieea  millioM''*^: 
for  Louisiana,  and  have  sent  off  two  b™ 
to  purchase  the  Kloridas.  I  i'k,  on  •'"'^. 
pie  can  either  of  these  purchases  be  ibi«I^ 
ble  to  the  people  of  the  United  Sliiwl  !>•- 
want  moreVd,  or  wider  donjiaioasJ  0"^ 
of  these  considerations,  would  ibev  fct  ""' 
ment  have  submitted  to  eitier  purebw' 
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because  the  poBKuion  oribe  Hisaiuippi  tliraiif[li 
its  whole  coarse  was  essmtial  to  the  security  ind 
hapfiiness  of  oar  brelhreo  beyond  the  ■noanMins, 
that  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  was  saoetioned  by 
public  opinion;  and  il'everibat  of  cheFlorldnsre' 
ceive  the  acquiescence  of  the  people,  it  will  only 
be  from  the  conviction  that  (he  possession  of  those 
coantriee  is  neeeasftry  for  ihu  tnnqollliiy  of  our 
sonibern  Ironiier.  All  this  we  have  done  for  the 
security  of  ibe  South  and  West.  We  now  ask  for 
reciprociiy ;  grant  us  something  for  the  security 
of  the  North  and  East.  Let  not  the  people  see 
that  all  ibe  incomes  proceed  from  one  qaartei  of 
the  Union,  and  all  ibe  eiModitures  are  made  in 
another.  Let  them  not  learn,  from  experience, 
that  the  ball  of  fBToritiBm,and  Ibat  of  empire,  is 
IraTellitig  south  and  west.  I  ask,  what  are  the 
Florida*,  or  what  is  Louisiana,  in  comparison  with 
the  •ineie  city  of  New  York?  This  city  alone 
is  worth  forty  Louisiana s.  Yet,  when  Louisiana 
was  purchased,  did  the  increase  of  the  public 
debt  prevent  the  bargain  1  Or,  of  late,  was  the 
question  of  "  means"  ao  obstacle  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  FloridaaJ  TheseTeoteen  millions  of 
dollars  thus  expended  for  the  security  of  the 
South,  would  have  put  every  commercial  city  of 
the  United  States  into  a  complete  state  of  defence. 
I  do  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  introduce  the  purchase 
of  Louisiana  and  the  Floridas  in  this  connexion 
lightly,  or  without  aoteeedent  refiection.  I  would 
hold  up  to  this  House  a  mirror,  in  which  it  may 
contemplate  itself,  and  see  its  own  features.  It  is 
impossible  not  to  remark  that  the  sympathies  of 
the  majority  of  this  Legislature  do  not  extend  to 
the  seaeoaKl.  But,  whatever  will  meliorate  the 
condition  of  the  interior,  excites  all  its  sensibilities 
and  awakens  alt  its  anxieties.  Look,  at  this  mo- 
ment, on  your  table  ;  there  are  no  less  than  four, 
I  believe  fire  Indian  treaties,  which  have  been 
ratified  the  present  session,  the  appropriations  for 
which,  occanion  no  alarm  about  the  public  faith  - 
the  public  pi 
the  parti  cull 
By  these  trestiee  the  United  Stales  agree  to 

pay  Brat,  cash  down        ....    $37,600 
Next,  the  following  annnitiea; 

91.600  for  ten  yeara  '  ■  -  16.000 
12,000  for  sight  yean  ■  ■  -  96,000 
1 1,000  for  ten  years        -        -        -     110,000 

360,600 

In  addition  to  whieh,  we  sre  to  pay  other  snaidties. 
amounting  to  V*iOOO  forevar.  TIwm  last  cannot  be 
eslimsted  at  less  in  any  market  than  960,000,  bat 

whieb  I  late  only  at 940,400 

Sfi0,S00 

00,000 


Beadeswluch.o 
dian  departmi 


.., _-jB  for  the  Id- 

i  for  the  aappoft  of 


aian  aepartment  and  for  toe  aappoft  of 
the  ci*i]  govorament  of  Louisiane,  and 
our  other  Boutbosstem  tarritMy,  exceed      160,000 


Thus,  in  this  single  session,  we  shall  appropri- 
ale  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollsrs,  for 
the  security  and  the  proteciion  of  the  Soothwest. 
But,  for  our  porta  and  harbors,  ao  appropriation  of 
one  bnndred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for  the 
mere  repair  of  old  fortifioa lions,  is  thought  to  ba 
an  enormous  eipeaditure.  Even  this  is  violenttjr 
opposed.  But  any  additional  sum  to  begin  neir 
works,  is  not  only  hopeless,  but  cannot  be  even 
nameu  without  exciting  a  smileof  contempt 

Now,  let  us  look  at  the  other  side  of  ibe  ac- 
count. It  will  be  found,  by  the  report  on  your 
table,  that  the  nine  capital  cities  of  the  Union — 
Portland,  Portsntouth,  Boston,  Newport,  Ne<r 
York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Norfolk,  and 
Charleston— have  had  expended  in  fortiScaiiona^ 
for  their  defence,  since  the  esiablishmeat  of  the 
Federal  Government,  onlv  seven  bnndred  and 
tweoiy-fout  ihouaand  dollars  I  That  is  to  say, 
your  appropriations  in  one  session  for  the  security 
and  comfort  of  the  Southwest,  is  more  than  half 
the  whole  amount  expended  during  sixteen  yeara 
for  Ibe  security  of  all  these  great  commercial 
cities,  which  contain  two  or  three  hundred  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  and  which  paid  into  your  Treas- 
ury the  last  year,  upward  of  nine  millions  of  dol- 
lars 11  It  is  impossible  thai  this  state  of  ihinga 
should  not  be  umlerstood  and  realized  by  thepeo> 
pie  of  these  Slates,  and  that  at  no  very  distant 
period.  It  requires  only  some  actual  suflering. 
some  real  misfortune,  resullingfrom  your  ilt-ijmea 
parsimony,  or  misplaced  aneciions,  to  rouse  a 
spirit  in  the  commercial  Slates  which  will  shake 
this  Union  to  its  foundation. 

Of  all  times,  those  will  be  the  most  dreadful, 
and  the  most  to  he  deprecated  by  every  rnu 
lover  of  his  country,  when  the  party  passions 
shall  run  parallel  to  local  interests.  ItVbeneveT 
any  great  section  of  the  Union  shall  deem  itself 
neglected,  tad  the  opinion  becomes  general  among 
the  people  thai  they  are  sacrificed  or  abaudoDcd ; 
that  they  hare  not  any,  or  their  just  weight,  in 
the  national  scale,  a  series  of  struggles  must  com- 
mence, whieh  will  terminate  either  in  redress  or 
in  convulsions.  Events  of  this  kind  are  not  to  be 
prevented  by  common-place  declamation  about 
submission  to  the  will  of  the  majority.  A  real 
reciprocity  must  exist.  Intelligent  men  must  see 
and  feel  that  a  regard,  proportionate  to  their  rral 
interest  at  slake  in  society,  is  entertained  for 
ihem  by  their  rulers.  Wiih  such  perception  and 
experience  your  Union  is  a  bond  of  adamant, 
whieh  nothing  can  break.  Without  ihem,  1  will 
not  say  it  wilf  be  dissolved,  but  this  I  will  say,  it 
cannot  be  happy, even  ii  it  should  be  lasting. 

It  is  impossible  to  form  a  jusi  estimate  of  our 
obligations  to  defend  the  commercial  cities,  with- 
out  baving  aright  idea  of  the  nainre  and  import- 
ance of  our  commerce  to  the  Eastern  States, and 


Union.  From  what  has  fallen  from  various  gen- 
tlemen in  the  House,  it  Is  very  apparent  that  they 
do  not  appreciate  either  its  nature,  its  power,  or 
the  duties  which  result  from  our  relation  lo  those 
who  are  engaged  in  that  pursuit.  The  gentleman 
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from  Virffiom  (Mr.  John  Rahdolpk]  told  lu  the 
-Mbef  dav  "  that  tb«  United  SiKtea  wm  b  stmi 
'  Und  aDimal;  a  great  maaiBiolb,  which  ougot  to 
*  eleare  to  tb«  land,  aod  not  wade  ou:  ioto  the 
<  oeean  to  Sghl  the  shaik."  Bir,  the  fisure  ii  verf 
happy  to  far  as  relates  to  that  qaarler  of  the  UaioQ 
Ttth  which  that  geotlemaa  is  chiefly  conTenant. 
Of  the  Souihern  States,  the  mammolb  is  a  coc- 
fect  type.  But,  I  ask,  sir,  Mppoee  the  mammoth 
bai  made  >  league  with  the  cod,  and  that  the  cod, 
•Bterpriaing,  actire,  and  skilful,  spreads  himself 
oveterer;  oce«n,  ami  briogt  back  the  itibuie  of 
all  climrs  to  the  feet  of  the  mammoth;  suppose 
be  thereby  enables  the  unwieldr  animal  id  stretch 
hii  huge  limbs  upcm  cotton,  or  to  rub  hit  fat  aidea 
along  bis  to baceo  plBBiaiions,  without  payiug  Ue 
tithe  of  a  hair?  lu  such  a  case,  is  it  wiM,  is  it 
koDorable,  i*  it  politic,  for  ihit  nmmmoch,  becauae 
by  men  beef  and  b<me  he  outweighs  the  cod  io 
the  political  scale,  to  refute  a  portion  of  that  rev- 
«aue,  which  the  industry  of  the  codaooualljr  pro- 
ducee,  to  defend  him  in  his  natural  element;  if 
■ot  against  the  great  leriathan  of  ibe  deep,  at 
iMtt  against  the  petty  pikes  which  prowl  on  the 
ocean ;  and  if  not,  in  the  whole  course  of  his  ad- 
Tentuious  progress,  at  least  in  hit  native  bays  and 
harbors,  wnere  his  hvptt  and  wealth  are  deposit- 
ed, and  where  hi*  ^peciM  eongregatel 

Other  gentUmeo  hare  ahown  an  equal  want  of 
a  juat  apprcheuion  of  ihe  nature  and  effects  of 
oommeree.  Some  think  any  of  its  great  ohanaeU 
can  be  imoeded  or  cut  off  without  importaot 
■niary.  Others,  that  it  is  a  mntler  of  so  much  iik- 
diSerence,  that  we  can  very  well  do  without  it. 
The  gentleiaan  from  Pennaylrania  (Mr.  Smilib) 
toldussomedayitunce,"l&al/orAupartA«insA- 
«d  AaX  at  tht  timt  of  our  SewiutvM  there  had 
heenwt  commerce."  That  honorable  gentleman,! 

EEsume,  it  enamored  with  Arcadian  scenes,  with 
ppy  valleys.  Like  a  hero  of  pastoral  tomance, 
at  the  bsad  of  some  murmuring  stream,  with  bis 
cnok  by  his  side,  hit  sheep  feeding  around,  far 
from  the  temptations,  uuscduced  by  the  luxuries 
of  commerce,  he  would  "sport  with  Amaryllis  io 
the  shade,  or  toy  with  the  tangles  of  Netea's  hair." 
I  will  not  deny  that  these  are  pleannt  scenes. 
Donbllets  theyaie  well  niited  to  (he  innocence,  the 
^rily,  and  the  amiable  nnobtrusire  simplicity  of 
that  gentleman's  mind  and  manners.  But  he  mutt 
not  expect  thai  all  men  can  be  measured  by  his 
•levaied  standard,  or  be  made  to  relish  those  sub- 
lime pleastirei.  Thousands  and  ten  ihoutands  in 
that  part  of  the  eouniry  1  would  repreteol  hare 
BO  notion  of  rural  felicity,  or  of  the  tranquil  joys 
of  the  couutiy.  They  love  a  life  of  activity,  of 
anterprise  and  hazard.  They  would  rather  see  a 
boat-nook  than  all  the  crooks  in  the  world;  and 
ufor  sheep  ihey  never  desire  to  see  anything  moie 
of  them  than  just  enough  upon  their  deck  to  give 
them  fresh  meat  once  a  week  in  a  voyage.  Con- 
cerning the  land  of  which  the  gentleman  from 
Tirgima,  (Mi.  J.  Rahoolpb,)  and  the  one  from 
Korth  Caroliiia,  (Mr.  Macok,)  thinks  so  mach, 
they  thiok  very  little.  Ic  is  in  fact  to  ihem  ooly 
a  shelter  from  the  atonn ;  a  perch  on  which  they 
baiU  iheir  eyrie,  and  bide  their  mate  and  tbeit 


young,  while  they  skim  the  soriMe  at  hui  in  ike 
deep.  The  laws  of  society  and  the  views  of  m- 
ligbtened  poLticiaus  ought  to  have  refcreacc,  mot 


any  ideal,  theoretic  state  of  baiaam  pakoioa, 
out  to  the  equal  proiectioD  and  eacounfcnaiN 
every  species  of  honorable  ioduatry. 


,n; 


IB 'indebted  for  its  proaperity  to  oat  lawi  ud  i^f- 
ulaiione.  The  gentleman  from  Vii^inia  (Hi.  J. 
Randolpb)  told  us,  Bxptes^y,  "  thst  the  votei  <f 
Southern  men  had  given  ns  ovr  dnvbaeb  aad 
discriminating  duties,"  whence  hcwraoUcMc/afc 
that  OUT  commerce  and  na*i|cation  had  aackiag 
moretoaskattbeirhands.  Tu hooonfale Srux- 
EK,  too,  referred  the  prospcioua  condituaof  ov 
commerce  to  the  adoption  of  the  CoatiiEMim, 
and  to  the  provisions  establishMl  aB^er  it  I  ua 
the  last  man  in  the  world  to  deti|r  tfac  kanpy  i^ 
fluanoe  of  that  instrnmeu  in  melkmiiBK  ikcod- 
dilion  of  this  nation.    But  our  uoi  ' 

pevity  is  owing  mnch  mor«  to  aec 
tore,  and  much  lea*  to  law,  ibsa  we  uv  apt  t» 
imagine,  or  are  wilUns  to  allJoar.  Bvcxy  yeas  «s 
eel  together  on  this  floor  lo  coaanlt  ccmccniig 
the  public  ^ood.  The  state  of  eonuMerec  nikes 
a  capital  object  in  all  out  delibentioiM.  We  have 
our  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Maidactom, 
and  a  freat  part  of  every  aession  ia  ezbaoMod  ia 
discutsmg  toeir  provisions,  linoiiUioa:^  aad  n- 
strictioDs,  until  at  last  we  slide  iato  die  Wia'ikat 
commerce  it  of  our  cieatioa ;  that  it  hai  is  not 
in  the  ■lalnte  book;  that  ita  aap  is  diawa  faoa 
oar  parchment,  and  that  it  apreada  uid  louiikM 
under  the  direct  heat  of  the  Icgialatire  ray.  Bat 
what  ia  the  facti  Look  into  jonr  Uwa.  What 
are  they  7  Nine-tenths — I  ahouM  wpmk  Manr 
the  truth  should  I  say  nincty-oine  hndiadlbaf 
them,  are  nothing  more  than  tacant  by  which  yon 
secure  your  share  of  the  prodncts  sf'^eammaoe  ; 
they  constituta  the  machinery  by  w^h  ^ott 
pluck  its  Hesperian  fruit,  and  have  iiHlwng  to  do 
with  the  root  that  supports  it^  or  with  ikt  iMiv* 
vi^or  which  exudes  into  thu  dch  loxuii^ics. 
Sir,  the  true  tap-root  of  commerce  ii  foond  is  the 
nature  and  character  of  the  people  which  eanf 
il  on.  Tbey  and  their  anceaion,  for  Mulr  two 
centurin,  have  been  engaged  in  it.  tkeiainsaj 
of  every  class  of  men  id  the  Btsicra  Swet  has 
refereoce  lo  its  condition,  and  is  afleeied  by  it. 
Why,  then,  treat  it  as  a  small  coneera  ■,  as  an 
aflaif  only  of  traders  and  of  metchantsl  Why 
iotimate  that  agricoltan  can  flouriih  without  it  1 
When,  in  fact,  the  interests  of  these  two  bmeho 
of  industry  arc  so  intimately  efanccbed  that  the 
slighteet  afieciion  of  the  one  is  inatasdy  eoama- 
aicated  to  the  other.  I  know  very  well  that  there 
■sa  great  differenee  between  the  reUtioos  of  coot 
maree  and  agricnllnre  in  the  Sonthcra  and  in  the 
Eatlem  Slates:  and  thisisonof  thechief  caoiss 
of  thai  dirersitr  of  sentimant  vbieh  bow  prevaib 
amooK  those  who  dwell  in  those  difleieai  parts  cf 
the  Union.  Jb  the  Soalhera  Slate«  tbcte  sre 
comperativelv  few,  if  any,  who  dwend  on  mb- 
mere«  altogetner  for  subtiitence.  WliKtoTeftAets 
eomaercial  iNt»pMity,  produces  bo  ^mmaI  ^s- 
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tnu  or  dJMoirtail.  F«rfaaps  msanince  or  fVrigbi 
nnsf  adTanee  *  littl«  in  eonoeqnenee  of  tU  em- 
bamssmeDt.  Perhaps  one  or  other  of  their  great 
staphs  may  find  not  bo  ready  or  so  high  a  nwrket. 
Bat  ihese  laeonTenieiMes  throw  aone  oat  of  eni' 
ployment,  or  out  of  bread.  Very  different  is  the 
(tale  of  thinga  in  tha  Baat«m  Statet.  Their  eota- 
meree  ii  not  merely,  at  the  honorable  Spbakbb 
eatled  it,  "a  wagon — a  mod«  of  convej^Dee  of 
prodncla  to  the  consnmer."  It  it  more,  ipfinitety 
more;  il  ettablishet  within  the  eoontir  an  im- 
aieuie  fund  of  iniernal  conromplioB.  All  ita  de- 
peBdaota— HMrekaMi,  tredMmen,  tneehaniet,  sea- 
man, and  laborers  of  erery  cUsa  and  description — 
look  to  il,  either  for  that  profit  which  makes  a 
great  portion  of  their  happmass,  or  for  that  etn- 
^oyment  on  whieh  their  sobsfstenee  depends. 
The  Stat*  «f  agricnltDM  is  adapted,  and  has  been 
for  eeoKDriea,  to  the  anpply  of  the  wants  of  this 
internal  eonaunpiioB.  The  farmer  is  boand  to 
cocDmerea  by  a  tboUMBd  intimate  tt«s,  which, 
while  it  is  in  its  otdtnary  stale  of  proaiwritr,  he 
aeilber  sees  nor  realizes.  Bat  let  the  current  stop, 
and  the  coarse  of  bnainess  stapiata  in  con^eqneDce 
of  any  riolent  aflection  of  commerce,  the  ef^t  is 
fell  as  much,  and  in  aome  eases  more,  by  those 
who  inhabit  the  nonntains  as  by  those  who  dwell 
on  the  seaeoasi.  The  eoBBtr^T  >'  associated  wiih 
the  city  in  one  common  distress,  not  merely 
through  sympMhy,  but  by  an  aeinal  perception  of 
a  Baton  in  miafoitane.  Il  is  this  indissolnble  eom- 
mnnity  of  inleraat  between  Bgricaitnre  and  com- 
merce, which  perTtdes  the  eaatem  portion  of  the 
United  SiMm,  that  makes  oar  treatment  of  the 
commercial  intnest  one  of  the  most  delicate,  as 
well  as  impOTtaM  questions  that  can  be  brought 
before  this  Legtslainre.  That  interest  is  not  of  a 
satare  long  to  be  necteeted  with  imjranity.  Its 
power,  wlKn  onoe  mnght  into  action  or  the 
necessity  of  self-^iefeiice,  cannot  but  be  irresfsliUa 
in  this  natioa.  Bir,  two-Bfthi  ofyonr  white  pop- 
ulation are  ootamerctal;  or,  what  is  the  same 
thing,  as  to  ita  political  efifact,  btTC  their  happi- 
ness so  denandBOt  upon  ita  prosperity,  that  tliey 
cannot  fait  to  act  in  concert,  w4>en  the  object  is  to 
crush  those  who  oppress  ot  those  who  are  willing 
to  destroy  it.  Of  the  Stc  millions  which  now 
contiitnte  the  white  popnIatloB  of  these  Btates, 
two  millions  are  norln  and  east  of  New  Jersey; 
this  great  mass  is  nainrally  and  indisaolnbly  con- 
nected with  commerce.  To  this  is  to  be  added 
the  like  interest,  and  that  of  no  incooBiderable 
weight,  which  exists  in  the  Middle  and  Boutbem 
States.  Are  these  powerfnl  iafloences  to  be  for- 
cetten  or  despised  4  Are  sneh  portions  of  the 
Union  to  be  uld  ttat  tfaey  are  not  to  be  defended, 
neither  on  the  ocean,  nor  jet  oa  the  landl  Will 
tbcy,  oagiit  they  to,  submit  to  a  system  which,  at 
tbe  same  time  taat  it  extracts  from  their  indnstrj 
the  whole  national  rcreniie,  nnther  protect*  it 
abroad  nor  M  home?  It  needs  no  sprit  of  pro- 
phecy to  say  thai  they  wiH  not.  No  power 
earth  can  jmrent  a  party  from  growing  np 
these  Butea  in  snpport  of  the  rights  of  eomme 
to  s  sea  and  land  proleetion.  The  state  of  things 
which  most  DMesstrilr  fdUow,  is  of  all  others  to 


be  deprecated.  As  I  hate  said  before,  when  party 
passion;  run  parallel  lo  local  interests  of  great 
power  and  extent,  nothing  can  prevent  national 
coiiTnlaiotii ;  ali  the  conieqnences  of  which  can 
neither  be  nambered  nor  measured.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  do  not  introdnce  this  idea  to  threaten  or 
terrifjr.  I  speak,  I  bope,  to  wise  men,  to  men  of 
experience,  and  of  acqaainlance  with  human  na- 
inre,  both  in  history  and  by  obserration.  Is  it 
fMssible  to  content  greatj  intelligent,  and  influen- 
tial portions  of  jour  citizens,  by  anything  ahnrt 
of  a  real  attention  lo  their  interests,  ir '- 


be  either  happy  or  laaiisgT  Now  is  the  time  to 
gire  a  pledge  to  the  commercial  intereiis,  that 
they  may  be  assured  of  protection,  let  whatevcz 
"inenee  predominate  in  the  Legislature.  A  great 

ijoritjr  of  this  House  are  from  States  not  con- 
nected iDlimaiely  with  commerce.  Show,  then, 
!  who  are,  that  you  feet  for  them  as  brotheraj 
that  you  are  willing  to  give  them  a  due  share  of 
Ac  national  retenae  for  Iheir  protection.  Show 
an  enlightened  and  fair  reciprocity.  Be  superior 
lo  any  cxclnsire  regard  to  local  interest  On 
sneh  principles,  this  Union,  so  desirable,  and  so 
justlv  dear  to  us  all,  will  continue  and  be  cher- 
ishea  by  erery  member  of  the  compacL  But  let 
a  narrow,  sdHab.  local,  sectional  policy^  prevail, 
and  straggles  will  commence,  which  will  termi- 
nate, ihroceh  irritations  and  animosities,  in  eithier 
a  change  of  the  system  of  Oorerament,  or  in  iti 
dissolution. 

Mr.  Da  VBon  said  he  ms  sorry  the  motion  wai 
made.  He  did  not  believe,  from  the  discussioa 
the  subject  had  tmdergtuie,  that  the  House  would 
undertake  to  say  on  what  obiecta  the  sum  appro- 

Eriated  should  be  applied.  The  sum  proposed  t« 
;  appropriated  by  Ibe  bill  was  $150,000.  He 
wee  averse  to  ^ing  beyond  that  sum,  and  be  waa 
well  persuaded  that  any  attempt  to  go  beyond 
it,  would  have  a  tendency  to  defeat  the  bill  alto- 
gether. 

Mr.  SwiLiB  declared  himself  against  the  amend- 
ment, but  willing  to  grant  Ibe  sum  applied  for  bf 
theproper  oScer. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Mabtksb^ 
motion,  aud  lost — only  twenty-one  members  ri^ 
ine  in  iu  fcvor. 

Mr.  Dawsdk  stated  that  the  fate  of  the  frigate 
Philadelphia  was  well  known,  and  added  that  the 
frigates  Boston  and  Qeneral  Greene  bad  been  con- 
demned as  unfit  for  service.  To  supply  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  Naval  Esublishment,  he  offered  t 
new  section  appropriatins  a  sum  not  exceeding 
$500,000,  to  enable  the  Presidem  to  cause  three 
additional  frigates  to  be  built. 

Mr.  Ltok  moved  to  add,  after  frigates,  "or  two 
seven  ty-fonra." 

Mr.  Lton. — Ignorant  as  I  may  be  supposed 
with  respect  to  nautical  affairs,  it  will  no  doubt 
be  thongbi  presurapuions  for  me  lo  join  in  ihia 
debate,  or  lo  ofier  my  crude  opinions  to  the  Com- 
mittee. I  can  assure  you,  sir,  that  so  fully  am  I 
persuaded  of  this,  and  so  little  hope  have  I  ttat 
nnytluBg  I  can  aay  on  this  tabject  will  alter  the 
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opioioD  or  one  gentlemftQ  on  this  floor,  thai  I 
would  bire  girea  a  silent  rote  on  ihu  eiiremelf 
important  question,  did  I  not  know  that  thii  u  a 
qnesiioD  of  ibe  first  magoitade,  as  it  respecti  the 
iDlerest  of  the  Western  countrjr,  and  did  I  not 
feel  it  my  dutf  to  attempt  an  explaiiation  of  that 
intereit. 

The  ouestion  before  us  I  riew  to  be  merely 
this,  will  the  nalian  afford  the  reasoitable encour- 
agement and  protection  wilbin  her  power  to  her 
own  commerce,  carried  on  in  the  ves*eU  of  her 
own  citizens,  built  of  her  own  materials,  and  by 
ber  own  artificers  1  Or,  in  other  words,  will  you 
afford  a  reasonable  share  of  that  rerenDe  which 
you  derire  from  commerce  to  its  protection  1 
While  commerce  is  paying  your  national  debt; 
while  she  supports  your  civil  list  and  your  War 
Department;  while  she  pays  immcDie  sums  undei 
the  heads  of  foreign  intercourse,  and  Mediterrm* 
nean  and  Indian  tributes ;  while  she  is  addiufi  to 
your  dominion  the  Goeit  rivera  on  the  globe,  with 
numberless  millions  of  the  richest  acres,  and  while 
(he  furnishes  you  with  the  jwodoct*  of  e*ery 
other  country  at  a  reasonable  price,  thereby  great- 
ly eohaociog  the  value  of  the  produce  of  your 
own,  at  the  Mme  time  increasjag  her  own  power 
of  serving  you  in  a  compoand  ratio  of  about  ten 
per  ceat^  will  you  sufl'er  her  wings  to  be  ctinwd, 
and  her  vitals  (o  hestruck  at  by  every  foreign  rob- 
ber who  can  set  afloat  a  bark  able  to  carry  a  gnni 
The  documenta  laid  before  yon  from  the  Treaa- 
tiry  Departmeut,  show  that  1  am  within  bounds 
when  I  thus  describe  the  powers  aud  the  utility 
of  this,  1  bad  almost  said,  omnipotent  handmaid-^ 
commerce.  While  the  petitions  from  the  mer- 
chants all  along  the  seaboard  with  which  your 
tables  have  beeu  loaded,  Icweiher  with  (he  news- 
papers you  every  day  rea^  portray  a  share  only 
-*■  "•"  ■^juries  commerce  sustains,  and  the  dan- 


of  the 


ich  she  is  exposed,  they  justify  me  in 
Bftiog  the  q^uesiion  :  Will  gentlemen,  I  say,  sir, 
like  the  avaricious  boy  in  the  fable,  kill  the  goose 
that  lays  the  golden  egg?  Or  ahall  the  os  that 
treads  out  the  com  be  muzzled,  and  starved  in 
midst  of  surrouoding  plenty  T 

1  know  very  well  I  am  addressing  two  classes 
of  geutlemen  who  are  in  the  habit  of  viewing 
this  subject  in  a  light  very  different  from  myself. 
The  first  class,  the  largest,  and  very  respectabh 
they  are  indeed,  consists  of  baok-eouatry  trentle 
men,  who  live  inland,  all  along  from  NewHamp- 
abire  to  Georgia:  being  but  little  interested  id 
commerce  ihemselve*,  many  of  them  believe  that 
by  the  destruction  of  foreign  commerce  their 
constituents  will  be  driven  to  provide  their  own 
necessaries  by  their  own  industry,  aod  that  it  will 
be  a  blessing  to  them.  I  fear,  sir,  these  gentle- 
men do  not  reflect  with  due  consideration;  if 
they  ilid,  they  would  see  that  by  the  destruction 
of  foreign  commerce,  they  will  be  obliged  to  re- 
cur to  ioternal  taxation,  at  a  time  when  every 
source  is  dried  up  from  which  the  people  have 
beeu  in  the  habit  of  receiving  money  to  pay  their 
taxes.  I  fear,  sir,  that  those  gentlemen  have  not 
sufficiently  examined  the  (ruth  of  the  position, 
that  the  necessity  of  satisfying  the  mere  wanfi 


of  nature  seldom  excites  industry,  and  ibat  iad«s> 
try  it  produced  only  by  a  desire  (O  obtain  lAose 
things  which  meet  the  artificial  wftats  of  nun. 
I  fear,  sir,  they  disregard  the  well-fonnded  nu- 
im,  that  in  proportion  as  a  nation  n^lceti  ul 
despises  commerce  she  approaches  to  barbarin.  | 
To  this  class  of  genueaea  permit  me  to  ai.  I 
that  when,  by  my  situation,  I  was  expoeed  loul 
the  prejudices  which  back-eoiintiy  people  hart  ' 
imbibed  ou  this  subject,  1  saw,  aa  clearly  as  1  aow 
do,  the  prospect  ana  the  itecessitf  of  this  nstica 
becoming  a  great  maritime  Porever.  Isawi^ 
the  iaduitry  of  the  nation,  and  her  first  ioteies^ 
1  mean  the  agticuliural  interest,  wonid  he  test 
promoted  by  providing  for  the  defence  o(  ihe 
general  commercial  enterprise  of  otu'  feUow'Ciii- 
zens,  who  ventured  to  build  vesseU  and  emliul 
their  properly  on  the  ocean  ;  I  roted  aceordin^ 
ly,  under  the  former  Administration,  anlilflbau 
the  land  was  to  be  taxed  to  build  ships  of  war. 
I  thought  it  time  thentoparaacadiffereattaute, 
and  although  we  have  now  an  Admiaiatraiiaa  ia 
whom  1  puce  the  most  unboiutded  eoafidene^ 
and  my  geographical  sitnatioo  is  chaiged  ts  a 
part  of  the  United  Sutes  by  Car  the  iMst  iater* 
ested  of  any  in  the  protecdon  of  the  eoBBCitial 
enterprise  of  the  nation,  as  I  ahall  bwcafteiahov, 
I  would  not  vote  for  money  for  (be  Navy  «hKh 
is  (o  be  drawn  from  a  land  tax,  or  which  is  wast- 
ed to  fulfil  the  engagements  of  the  GavemBcst 
for  the  payment  of  the  natiotual  debt.  Ts  tts 
other  class  of  sentlemen  who  look  apM  ^sib- 
jeet  in  a  light  different  Ifom  me,  and  wbo  liTt  oa 
or  near  the  seacoast,  in  the  Middle  and  Soatken 
States,  let  me  be  permitted  lo  observe,  that  «1- 
dom  seeing  the  want  of  shipping  to  carry  sway 
the  produce  of  their  lands,  I  fear  they  fed  boi  lit- 
tle for  those  whoare  differently  situated.  I  tare 
often  heard  those  gentlemen  say,  that  "n  it  a 
'  nation  have  no  business  on  the  ocean ;  th«K  are 
'  foreigners  enough  who  wish  to  carry  oar  pro- 
'  duce  to  their  own  countries ;  let  them  do  so,  we 
'  have  employment  enough  for  one  pe<^  oa  the 
'  land  i  let  them  tilt  the  ground."  But.  ur,  the 
Western  people  cannot  say  that  foreigeets  vill 
carrv  away  ibeir  produce ;  and  as  roronrEsstoa 
bretnren,  who  have  not  the  most  prnductire  soil, 
tbey  are  blessed  with  industrious  hands  and  pro- 
lific wires;  tbey  have  already  s  plentifal  popu- 
lation, whose  ad  venturons  and  enterprising  genius 
has  led  them  to  be  familiar  with  ibe  seas,  from 
the  neighborhood  of  the  north  (o  that  of  the 
south  pole.  To  tho  northwest  coast  of  America 
ibey  are  no  strangers.  Kanucbaika,  Japan.  C^t- 
na,  aiul  the  Indian  teas,  are  nearly  as  familiar  to 
them  as  the  Mediterranean,  the  Baltic,  the  Bi.y 
of  Biscay  or  the  Bay  of  Pundy.  In  the  cowituc- 
(ton  of  ships  tbey  stand  behind  ao  people  oa 
earth.  They  claim  a  right  peaceably  to  aavigite 
the  seas  in  all  their  lawful  and  honest  punuiis; 
they  have  a  claim  on  the  nation  for  every  reascm- 
able  support  of  that  right.  It  it  enough,  sir,  that 
they  have  to  encounter  the  danger  of  the  borsHF- 
ous  elements,  on  which  they  tou  for  our  com&rt 
and  accommodation.  It  is  too  much  for  lu  aae- 
ly  to  suffer  to  be  added  to  those  dai^en  tkde^ 
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redatioas  of  robbers  and  freebooterB.  We  ooght 
aurel]'  to  be  prepared  lo  protect  ihem  on  our  own 
coasts.  Id  the  moDthaof  our  OWD  barbors  oar 
own  fellow-ciiisens  have  been  robbed  of  their 
hard  earned  pituace,  ftod  wiihin  m  few  hours' 
travel  of  their  wires  and  their  families,  the  very 
men  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  hariog  procured 
the  luzuries.  and  I  may  say,  the  necesMrieH  with 
which  oDr  tables  are  provided,  have  been  dragged 
by  a  cruel  baodiui  iaio  the  nerviee,  and  compelled 
to  fight  the  battles  of  Ihose  whose  leader  mercies 
ate  craeltits — Ibe  very  oaiion  whose  soul  barn!) 
with  euvy  at  the  prospect  of  the  lisiog  gtor^  of 
this,  HowloBK  is  all  this  to  be  borne  with? 
How  long  ought  it  lo  be  borne  with,  sir?  On 
the  other  hand,  I  may  he  asked,  how  b  it  to  be 
remedied  1  In  that  ease  I  will  aoswer,  it  may  be 
long  before  it  can  be eompleidy  remedied;  in  the 
meantime  every  teasonahle  effort  in  our  power  is 
due  from  ni.  Some  gentlemen  say.  let  us  defaad 
our  commerce  by  treaties ;  we  will  refose  oar 
custom  to  Britain  ;  we  will  not  receive  her  unne- 
cessary manufactares,  onleM  she  will  give  up  our 
seamen  and  reeogniie  our  righti.  I  also  say,  treat, 
sir ;  I  say  punish  tbose  who  invade  your  rights 
by  non-imporlatioa  laws,  as  far  «a  that  will  goj 
but  with  all  the  trutiea  we  can  make,  I  should 
like  to  see  a  demand  made  by  a  commander  of 
BD  American  ship  of  superior  force,  on  our  coast, 
on  a  commander  of  a  British  ship,  for  the  sur- 
render of  the  American  ciiiaens  on.  board  his 
ship  who  had  not  voluntarily  enlisted.  In  that 
case,  with  a  treaty  on  your  side,  you  might  look 
for  a  compliance.  Some  gentlemen,  who  place 
their  conodence  in  treaties,  expect  that,  Bona- 
parte having  reduced  tbe  British  pride  by  his 
conquests  in  Germany,  the  British  Court  wiU  be 
obliged  to  acknowledse  the  ptineipte  of  free  ships 
making  free  goods.  1  have  heard  talk  of  a  oon- 
vention  of  the  Ambassadors  of  the  Powers  whose 
commerce  is  endangered  by  the  pernicious  prin- 
ciples and  tbe  powerful  grasp  of  Britain,  and  that 
this  nation  ought  to  have  a  representation  in  that 
convention,  whieh  is  to  force  on  Britain  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  armed  neutralily  of  1780.  If  ever 
there  is  lo  be  such  a  convention,  itmust  consist 
of  those  nations  who  caa  compose  an  arm^  ueu- 
trality.  If  tbe  L.egislature  of  this  country  sei 
their  faces  against  the  increase  of  their  naval 
strength,  what  pretensions  can  we  have  to  a  rep- 
leaeniation  in  the  coaveaiioa  silting  for  the  pur- 
pose of  agreeing  on  and  deiuaQding  the  prioci- 
plea  of  the  armed  neutralily  1  I  confess  m  that 
case  1  see  none.  But,  sir,  let  it  be  known  that 
you  have  determined  to  increase  your  navnl 
strength,  with  the  increase  of  your  means,  and 
your  repiesentatire  will  sund  on  a  very  respect- 
able fooling  in  such  a  convention,  if  there  should 
be  any  such.  I  have  but  little  hope  of  such  a 
conveuiion.  I  believe  Boaapane  ibirsu  for  uni- 
versal dominion ;  now  be  has  got  the  way  open 
for  such  a  convention  we  hear  nothing  of  it.  I 
heliere  he  will  let  ooaventtons  talk  while  he  acts, 
and  1  believe  he  will  attempt  to  poKiess  himself  of 
the  British  navy,  by  seizing  on  their  masters  in 
London;  and  shaold  he,  under  the  smilw  of  foi- 


lune,  who  bas  hitherto  proved  his  friend,  be  able 
lo  get  possession  of  that  navy,  be  will,  in  defi- 
,ance  of  conventions  and  armed  neutralities,  die- 
^tate  10  the  oaiions  of  ihe  earth  terms  mure  se- 
vere than  thai  nation  now  does  who  claims  lo  be 
mistress  of  the  ocean.  But,  sir,  this  is  taking  up 
the  time  of  the  Committee  wiih  mere  conjeciure; 
I  will  talk  of  reality.  It  is  really  well  under- 
stood at  this  day,  that  treaties  unsupported  by 
power  are  no  longer  regarded  by  tbe  nations  who 
make  them  ibau  ibey  comport  with  their  inierest. 
Either  patty  will  break  them  when  interest  dic- 
tates. How  many  evidences  have  we  had  of  the 
truth  of  this  position  during  the  little  lime  this 
nation  has  existed  1  Tbe  very  statute  hook  on 
your  table  contains  a  law  of  the  United  Stales 
entitled,  "An  act  to  declare  the  treaties  hereto- 
fore conclnded  with  France  no  linger  obligatory 
on  the  United  States."  Has  it  not  during  this 
session  been  proposed  to  repeal  ibe  British  treaty  1 
If  it  bas  not  been  proposed  in  due  form,  it  has 
been  much  talked  about,  and  if  1  mistake  not,  by 
a  gentleman  who  was  one  of  those  who  sano- 
tioned  that  treaty,  by  a  vote  for  tbe  appropriations 
necessary  to  give  it  effect.  He.  I  believe,  has  sug- 
gested that  it  mighi  be  repealed. 

I  say,  make  tieatiea,  sir,  hut  after  making  ttea- 
ties,  tbe  sure  way  to  have  them  respected  is  |o 
be  able,  in  some  degree,  lo  enforce  them.  It  is 
certainly  in  our  power  to  give  that  proiectioa 
lo  our  commerce  on  our  coast,  and  in  the  neigh- 
boring seas,  which'  can  suppress  and  keep  in  awe 
all  pirates  and  robbers,  leL  their  ships  be  large  or 
small.  1  am  far  from  expecting  that  this  young 
nation  cau  meet  the  whole  British  force  on  the 
element  they  have  .long  called  their  own;  but  I 
wish  the  Legislature  to  dispose  of  a  considerable 
share  of  the  present  and  tbe  future  increasing 
surplus  of  the  revenue  in  providing  for  that  de- 
fence which  our  commerce  stands  in  so  much 
need  of.  But  some  gentlemen  say,  if  we  build 
74-gun  ships,  we  build  them  for  tbe  British ;  have 
we  not  built  frigates  without  building  them  for 
the  British?  Have  we  not  safe  harbors  for  oui 
ships  to  retire  lo  whenever  n  su^terior  fleet  of  any 
naiisn  visits  our  coasti  Visit  it  is  all  they  can 
do,  and  while  [hey  are  uncomfortable  abroad,  ooi 
naval  force  may  be  comfortable  at  home,  and  out 
again  when  the  superior  force  retires.  Can  we 
be  excused  in  doing  nothing  at  all,  because  we 
cannot  do  everything,  because  we  are  not  able  im* 
mediately  to  create  a  fleet  superior  to  that  of  any 
other  nation  1  Shall  we  sit  down  with  folded 
hands,  determined  to  bear  every  ineull,  every  in- 
jury, and  every  d%rad alio n  that  sball  be  offered  1 
No,  sir,  I  hope  not.  1  believe  this  nation  is  des- 
tined, at  some  future  day,  lo  wrest  the  trident 
from  the  very  same  hand  that  now  holds  it.  It 
is  my  wish  lo  see  my  coadjuion  of  this  day  pos- 
se^d  of  a  share  of  ihat  patriotic  enthusiasm 
which  will  prepare  the  way,  and  lead  to  the 
speedy  completion  of  that  glorious  event.  But, 
sir,  it  has  been  often  said  ihatibe  maintenance  oi 
a  naval  force  is  impraciicabte  in  a  free  country ; 
tbai  impressment  must  be  lesoried  to,  and  impress- 
oMnts  coiutitate  slavery. 
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Are  not  miny  of  the  pritaeiplea  of  our  CoDsti- 
tntion  Dew,  %»  tfaey  respect  aocient  or  modern 
repablic*?  Has  not  our  own  experienes  snd  pro* 
gresB  in  the  buiinen  or  Tovernmeat  be«n  ■  con- 
stant ctfDtradietioD  to  theorie«  and  iheorista  ? 
Are  yon  not  told  at  thii  day  thai  a  republiean 
toTta  of  goreramenl  cannot  be  supported  in  Bu- 
Mpe,  nolwithitanding  the  eztinple  of  thi*  nation 
before  their  ej|ea? 

Beeanie  Britain  ia  obliged  to  make  use  of  a 
preM-gang  to  man  her  fleet,  which  goe*  abroad 
parsait  m  conquest*,  in  which  the  Ures  of  poor 
lellowi  are  sported  awar,  wbo  hare  no  interest 
in  the  inue,  shall  it  be  nid  ihwl  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  pres*  our  gtllant,  oar  patriot 
nenl  No,  sir.  Onr  sailors  are  the  ehitdreo,  not 
the  outcasts  of  the  nation  ;  tbef  will  toI< 
eraise  in  the  neighboring  seas  to  defind  their  own 
gallant  cotnradei,  and  ibe  pro[>erty  of  the  men 
who  gire  them  employ,  no,  *ir  ve  can  nerer 
have  occasion  to  press  sailors.  The  same  fisbe- 
ries  which  hare  long  been  the  boasted  nursery  for 
British  sailors  tie  at  your  door,  and  will  always 
gire  employment  in  time  of  peace  to  our  sea- 
nen ;  we  bare  ao  immense  coasti or- trade,  which 
is  a  school  for  seamen  ;  we  shall  find  seamen  as 
ftsl  as  we  shall  build  ships,  and  so  far  do  our 
men  exceed  all  others,  that  American  ships  are 
Bavigated  with  about  half  the  hands  thai  are  em- 
ployed by  any  other  nation  to  narigate  ships  of 
cq<nl  bnrden.  But  suppose,  sir,  that  tril  the  Amer- 
inn  seamen  sbonld  m  reguUrlr  rezisiered  and 
arranged  into  divisions  and  suMiTJsions.  cin  a 
well-regalHted  marine  militia  system,  subject  to 
be  called  apon  to  do  their  respectireioars  of  duty 
as  the  land  militia  are.  Por  my  part  I  wish  this 
may  be  done ;  no  man  can  doubt  the  jastiee  or 
mctieabiliiy  of  such  a  measure.  If  this  should 
tte  called  impressment,  then  ordering  out  the  land 
nilitia  may  be  called  impressment.  If  it  is  a 
hardship  for  a  niior  to  be  obliged  to  a;o  a  three  or 
taat  menibs'  cruise  in  defence  of  his  and  his 
eosniry's  rights,  for  wages  flied  on  by  the  Gor- 
erement,  is  it  not  also  a  hardship  for  a  militia- 
nan  to  be  ordered  out  and  obliged  to  march  fire 
hund.*ed  or  one  thousand  miles  m  defence  of  his 
own  and  biscoantry's  rights?  I  do  not  pretend  to 
be  a  judge  with  regard  to  what  sized  vessels  are 
beat  for  the  defence  of  onr  commerce,  but  that 
we  ought  to  attempt  la  defend  it^  I  most  reli- 
giously beliere.  One  reason  that  induces  me  to 
rote  (or  the  resolmion  now  under  coustderation 
ia,  that  I  incline  to  think  it  may  be  well  to  have 
■ome  ships  oT  aH  sizes;  auolher  is  the  resolu- 
tion comes  before  us  sanelioned  by  the  opioioa  of 
a  respectable  committee  of  (his  House,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  President  of  the  Uniled  Stales,  in 
whose  jud^ent  in  matters  of  this  kind  I  confide 
note  than  in  my  own.  Id  his  communicaiion  to 
this  House  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  after 
bringing  to  onr  view  the  pillaged  and  exposed 
■tate  of  onr  commerce,  be  expressed  htmsrif  in 
Aese  words:  "Considerable  provision  has  been 
'  made  under  former  authoritiei  from  Congress 
'  of  material*  for  the  coosiruciioD  of  ships  of  74 
'gUDs;  these  malerialt  are  on  hand, sntgecttothe. 


'  fature  will  of  Ae  Le^riatnre.     An     

'  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  nrans  ii  aise 
'  snbmilted  to  your  determination.**  I  an  sn« 
that  no  member,  who  considered  the  laiiei  ^^ 
sure  as  recommended  by  the  President  tS  the 
United  States,  can  say  the  former  clause  i*  aat 
also  a  modest  reeommendatioa  irf  the  Prcsids 
(0  nse  the  material*  and  bnild  the  74*b.  CoesM- 
erahle  of  those  uaMrials  sptAen  of  by  tbe  Prtsi- 
dent  are  nafit  for  any  other  nse  thaB74-gn«sb)f*. 
Tfai*  I  hare  from  the  beat  anlhorilT. 

This  nation  sir,  has  been  called  a  gieai  laad 
animal,  and  it  nas  Iweo  wittily  snid,  that  tkt  wot 
kttu  out  of  the  water  lest  the  ahanrk  bile  off  ka 
proboaeis:  bnt,  sir,  if  1  may  be  iodnlgcd  ia  no- 

Fihedc  allegory,  I  will  *ay  this  eation  sMIk 
ike  unto  a  gnmd  mammotli  beavciL  the  wisdsa 
of  her  sagaeion*  head,  and  tbe  htdnairy  ot  ha 
powerful  eiaws,  shall  raisa  her  agricBtrare  aid 


maaafaoinre*  l»  grandant  indeseribaUe ;  her  r 
ees  directed  into  eanals,  floiwiBg  rmihriy,  fta 
the  Mood  JQ  the  veias  and  arteri^  ofa  great  aai- 
mal,  shall  waft  to  and  from  tbe  ecntic,  and  fnm 
one  extreme  to  the  other,  her  ioteraal  CMamactL 
created  and  sopporled  by  her  big;faly  improvea 
arts  and  manuiactnres;  herbroad  haek,txi«aiiag 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  aphaWne  one 
ihooiand  Bne  towns  and  citiea,  painted  with  al 
Ike  variegated  colors  of  a  landscape.  AaS  Utm 
with  alt  the  richeal  prodaeiionB  rt  theglote;  it 
shall  be  intersected  with  usefnl  roada  aad  lant 
magnificent  eanseways ;  she  Aall  awpport,  in  a 
•tyle  of  eonfort  and  acoommodMion  beietnftte 
nMcDOWD  lo  anv  aatioo,  one  hondrad  natfioasef 
peopie,  free  aad  happy,  in  those  da^s  she  sha^ 
by  the  exercise  of  her  mighty  and  psaeaiery  tad, 
sweep  tron  ilie  oeean  tbe  piiatea  oferery  aatia^ 
aad  she  shall  give  tbe  ffiatefnl  and  eoweaiiag 
awrid  a  eommeatary  on  Me  lawa  of  natiaa^  con- 
tained in  aiz  wmds,  nandy:  Mm  shaUpcaeea- 
^''  occupy  the  sea*. 

betkre,  sir,  I  have  a*  great  a  denretedesem 
aad  obtain  tbe  good  opinion  of  this  Hoase  as 
most  members  in  it:  but  unfonanaidy  mj  zed 
in  whatever  i  deem  impertaat  la  the  aatioa,  has 
led  some  geatleinen  at  times  ta  atttibnte  to  bs« 
motives  which  nerer  gevera  tse.  On  this  occa- 
sion I  will  take  the  liberty  of  tronUii^  the  Cobo- 
mittee  with  an  explaaation  of  that  high  raterest, 
which,  in  the  outset,  f  observad  the  We*tei« 
cotintry  had  in  tbe  question  before  the  Cwennit- 
tee.  When  I  have  done  (bis  I  wtU  vest  en  the 
candOT  of  every  gentleman  to  eitribaie  tny  JtA 
to  the  trne  motive— tbe  iDtoest  of  We  people  I 
have  tbe  honor  to  represent. 

1  neither  wish  not  expect  tn  bare  aerenty-lba^ 
gun  ship*  built  on  tiie  Western  waters-  "^a 
shoals  at  tbe  month  of  the  MissiosiBpi  will  not 
suffer  Ihem  to  go  to  sea  if  ihey  w«ic  bult  there; 
besides-wbich,  1  tbtak  they  ought  to  be  boflt 
nearer  to  the  eye  of  the  Qovernmenl ;  bat,  sir.  1 
have  a  more  powerful  motive — I  mean  tbe  ia- 
lereat  the  Western  country  has  in  the  sale  ai4 
tbe  price  of  merchant  iJiips. 

It  is  too  well  known  m  need  proof  or  ex^tsa- 
tioa,  that  the  Western  eountrr   has,   ibr  *«■» 
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rwn  pSBt,  nw«d  son  |«odBC«  fdi  ei^orlaUoB, 
■ecoriliag  to  the  nnabar  of  working  tundiv  t^Mo 
any  oihei  paH  of  the  United  Suow,  nod  that  ex- 
portaiioB  from  that  conrAry  U  iiMransinf  in  a 
ratio  iinT)7  raaal  to  its  popBlatioi).  It  i>  ilso 
well  known  that  neither  fofeign  nor  domastie 
Bhippen  will  come  to  poiebase  onr  prodaee  at 
our  wsreboowa.  No,  «ir,  wa  do  not  boiat  cf  being 
able  lo  get  rid  of  our  prodaee  with  the  Mme  con- 
venienoB  the  gentlemen  from  the  Sonlhetn  Slatei 
nn.  We  h«*e  to  carry  it  oorarives  Buny  tbon- 
laod  miles  before  we  can  find  a  ptirchsser,  and 
then  too  of^  lo  a  very  low  inulwt.  Tor  want  of 
ahipping  at  New  Orleans  to  carry  it  lirom  there. 

Flat-bottoiDvd  bnUi  trf' fifteen  tons  burden  have 
lenenUly  been  uaed  foi  Mtrrying  this  [voduce 
3owa  ;  Che  avenge  price  of  which  is  one  hundred 
Sollara;  fire  laen  are  empioyed  at  the  areiage 
prioe  of  on«  hnmlred  dollan  ekch ;  it  cotts  at 
[east  one  hundred  dollan  to  Mjtpott  the  hands 
lows  and  lo  sopport  the  sopereargo  while  at 
Orleans,  and  one  tmBdred  dollars  more  may  be 
let  down  for  iDsaranee.  This  is  eight  hundred 
lollars  for  the  freiefal  of  fifteen  tons  ;  the  flatboat 
is  Bet  adrift,  or  sold  for  the  price  of  firewood  at 

Within  a  short  time  ship  building  has  been 
commenced  oa  the  Western  waters.  It  ii  found 
that  ten  bands  can  navl^te  a  ship  of  tvfo  or  three 
hundred  Ions  burden  easier  and  with  more  isfety 
than  five  baud*  qaa  navi^te  a  flatboat  of  fifteen 
touE.  There  is  now  a  cbip  of  450  tons  at  the  falls 
af  Ohio;  she  will  tairf  as  much  as  tbirtf  flst- 
boais  when  narigalcd  by  twelve  hands ;  this  will 
Mva  in  tha  oontiruciioB  of  flatboais  93,000  (  she 
will  save  ike  wagee  of  one  hnadred  and  tiiirtr- 
sight  men,  which  is  $13,800  more,  besidn  tha 
wTing  to  ihe  oonntry  of  the  labor  of  one  hundred 
and  tbirtyeieht  men  three  months  at  least,  who 
may  be  nsefnlly  employed  in  raising  another  crop. 
She  will  save  86,000  in  the  proriaiou  for  the 
hands  and  in  the  insurance.  Suppose  this  ship  to 
beloaded  with  4,500 barrels  of  floor,  and  sapposewe 
throw  o£f  from  the  $38,800  calentated  to  be  saved, 
$4,800  for  Ihe  extra  wages  of  the  ship's  bauds 
down  and  tot  insurance.  The  saving  betweea 
carrying  down  a  barrel  of  flour  in  this  way  and 
in  tne  usual  way  of  flatboats  is  four  dollar*  at 
least— n  very  pretty  saving,  indeed,  sir,  in  a  coon- 
try  where  flour  has  often  oeen  sold  under  three 
dollar*  a  barrel.  A  proportionate  saving  will  be 
made  in  the  carriage  of  oeef,  pork,  cotton,  hem[^ 
tobacco,  and  almost  every  other  article  that  we 
sand  to  marhM.  If  the  Ooremnent  niflsds  that 
protection  te  oommeree,  which  will  hold  up  the 
price  of  Amerien  built  ships,  thi(«avnig  wtU  be 
eontinned ;  if  that  protection  is  withheld,  this  im- 
portant saving  must  be  lost  to  n* ;  and  although, 
at  iba  oatset,  a  eon*ideraUe  share  of  the  saving 
goes  into  the  pocket  of  the  mero&ant,  it  mmi,  if 
the  b«*ine*s  of  ship  bnilding  increases,  a*  we 
would  fain  hope  it  will,  it  must,  I  *ay,  eventually, 
by  the  enhancement  of  the  price  of  prodnee,  go 
into  the  pocket  of  the  farmer. 

The  State  of  Kentucky  itself  conld  have  very 
GonTsnieDtly  apared  600,000  bushels  of  IndiaB 


com  last  year,  to  be  sent,  at  a  great  jvofit,  to  the 
Atlantic  States  where  it  seem*  it  was  much, 
wanted,  had  she  bad  sea  vessels  to  send  it  in. 
She  oonld  do  the  same  this  year;  yet  soma  per- 
soas  who  ventured  lo  take  csm  down  in  flat. 
boats  last  year  to  New  Orleans,  could  find  no  ves- 
sels to  ship  it  in,  and  it  wo*  there  sold  for  less 
than  half  a  dollar  a  bushel,  while,  in  some  of  tb« 
Atlantis  ports,  it  sold  for  more  than  two  dollar^ 
and  many  of  ibem  but  little  «h<»t  of  it.  Thua 
some  of  our  adventurers  -wen  ruined,  and  all  ln> 
jureil  in  a  very  laudaUe  enterprise. 

The  State  in  whose  representaiiiM  1  have  the 
honor  of  bearing  a  part,  inclwle*  the  river  Ohio 
for  near  nine  hundred  miles;  it  borders  on  tha- 
MiiMsaiM>i,  and  indode*  oaa-balf  of  that  river, 
about  seventy  miles;  *cBraa  a  mile  the  whola 
length  this  way  but  ■  site  for  a  ship  yard  can  ba 
found ;  from  the  bosom  of  that  State  seven  fine 
large  rivers  discbarge  themselves  into  the  Ohio; 
on  all  which  sea  vessels  may  be  built,  and  from, 
tbence  floated  into  the  ocean.  Our  while  oak. 
walnut,  mulberry,  cedar,  and  locust  timber,  of 
which  we  have  an  inexhaustible  supply,  is  ez> 
ceeded  by  none  on  the  continent.  The  timber 
on  our  b^t  lands,  which  are  to  be  speedily  enlti:- 
vated,  will  be  destroyed,  and  no  bettefit  derived 
from  it|  uulese  used  within  a  few  years.  Our 
mountains  abound  in  iron  (»e  and  stone  cool,  to 
which  there  are  fine  streams  for  water-works  od- 

Kieni.    No  Slate  in  the  Union  at  this  time,  I 
lieve,  produces  half  as  much  hemp  as  Sen- 
Inaky,  and  the  eoltare  of  that  article  is  rapidly 


If,  sir,  tne  statements  I  have  made  w 
and  I  believe  no  one  can  doubt  their  authenticity, 
it  must  ba  seen  that  no  periion  of  the  nation  is 
so  deeply  interested  in  the  protection  of  its  com- 
merce as  the  Weaiera  people.  The  iamii  and. 
regulation*  of  ather  commercial  nation*  not  al< 
lowing  American  built  ship*  to  be  naluializud, 
their  subjects  or  citizen*  seldom  buy  our  *lHps}i' 
the  strong  current  of  the  Mississipfn  dOee  aor. 
allow  them  to  come  back  to  vm,  and  witbont  tha. 
aidof  QovernmentinpToieclingtheGoiaBeTceof 
the  nation^  the  Amaricati  mstebant  eannot  afbri  t(v 
bn^tfaeni;  sothat  just  as  wa  haraewferedontka 
ship  building  bmiwceK  aad  beginning  to  see  its- 
utility,  without  that  aid  and  protection  we  shall 
be  thrown  baek  on  our  flatboat  system,  by  which 
one-half  the  value  of  oar  tirodoce  is  expended  in 
carrying  it  to  «  place  of  shipment. 

In  another  eod  more  itnportant  point  of  vl«W 
the  ■peojilt  of  the  Western  coantry  are  mwe 
deeply  interested  in  the  nation's  having  some  line— 
of-batlle  ships  than  any  part  of  the  Union.  Tha 
produce  of  that  whole  country,  watered  by  one. 
one  hundred  navigable  rivers,  must  empty  into 
the  Bay  of  Mexico  at  one  narrow  pass.    Any  n 


a  ain^e  line-of-battle  ihiiis  may  bloe 
pass;  our  frigates,  whose  timber*  and  whose  metal. 
ate  infarior  to  those  of  a  eevmiy-fonr,  oannot 
meet  her  on  equal  terras.  Tlnia,  while  the  na- 
tion is  without  ships-oC-the-line,  as  they  are 
called,  the  mctohaala  ,iriia  export  the  prodnee  of 
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the  WnterD  conntrr  are  momently  exposed  to 
roio,  and  our  produce  is  subject  to  perish  on  (hi 
haods  of  ibe  /armer  for  want  ofa  roarkei.  Tbi 
■rgnmenc  may  be  raid  lo  appljf  to  New  York  o 
(ome  other  Atlantic  port ;  but,  sir,  ii  applies  in  i 
tenfold  ratio  to  the  Western  country ;  ihe  block- 
ing up  of  one  of  the  Ailaniic  ports  would  in- 
crense  the  business  of  anoiher,  aod  alchoufch  there 
nigbi  be  great  injary  done  by  such  blockade,  ' 
would  DOI  ruin  the  whole  Eastern  country, 
must  be  the  case  with  the  Western  country 
blocking  up  the  mouth  of  the  MissiMippi. 

The  sunbeams  of  commerce  have  juit  began 
to  bless  (he  Western  hemisphere  wiih  her  genial 
and  faseinating  smiles  hy  the  introduction  (3' s' 
building;  but  [be  lite  depredations  on  the  c( 
merce  of  this  country  cause  a  darkening  clood 
to  hangover  our  prospects,  and  all  our  fond  hoi 
ate  io  danger  of  being  blasted  by  what  1  call  a 
■nd  illiberal  policy.    I  pray  Qod  most 

open  the  hearts  and  eyes  of  geatle- 

imporlant  subject. 

'-  amendment  was  disagreed  to — 


ferrently  ti 


Mr.  Ltoh' 
yeas  28. 

When  the  section  oflered  by  Mr.  Dawson  was 
likewise  disagreed  to — yeas  40,  nai 

A  new  section  offered  by  Mr.  ll 
thorizJDgihe  President  to  sell  sneh  of  the  national 
Tesseli  sa  in  his  opinion  shall  be  in  such  a  sitna- 
lion  as  to  make  it  thei&terestof  the  Unjied  States 
not  lo  repair  the  same,  was  agreed  to — yea* 
Baya  35. 

The  Committee  then  rose  aad  reported  the  bill, 
which  the  House  took  into  consideration. 

Mr.  J.  CiAY  moT«d  to  strike  out  the  first 

Meswi.  J.  CiAT,  R.  Nblson.  and  BEOiNam, 
sapporied  ;  and  Messrs.DAWBon,  VABNDii,OBEoa, 
Daha,  and  Elubr,  opposed  this  motion,  which 
was  disagreed  to— yeas  34,  nays  76,  as  follows: 

Ybas— iMac  Andenon,  David  Bard,  0«or^  M,  Bed- 
iBger,  Robert  Srown,  Chrictopher  Clark,  Joeeph  CUy, 
Mauhew  Clay,  Loonard  Covington,  Peler  Barij,  Pn- 
lanonQoadwTii,Edwin  Gray,  John  Hamilton,  Michael 
Laib,  Patrick  MagrodoT,  Roger  NeUon,  John  Rea  of 
FMiMyhaiua,  Jacob  KifaaTda,  Tbomaa  Sandford,  8am- 
nal  Smith,  Ridtard  Stanfnil,  Philip  R.  Thompaau. 
^beit  WhiUhill,  David  R.  WiUUma,  and  Alaxander 

Nai.— Evan  Alexander,  Willis  AlsWffl,  jr.,  JoMph 
Barker,  Bimabaa  Bidwetl,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thoma* 
Blount,  Leri  Cawsy,  John  Chandior.  John  Claiborne, 
John  Cbpton,  Predenck  Canrad,  Orchard  Cook,Sich- 
aid  CulU,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Eira  Darby,  John  Da»- 
•nport,  junior,  John  Dawwn,  Janes  Elliot,  Caleb  El- 
In,  Ebeneier  Elmer,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppea, 
James  Fiak,  John  Fofrler,  James  M.  Qamett,  Charles 
Ooldiboiough,  Andrew  Grew,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas 
Balaey,  Setb  HaaUnsa,  DaTid  Hi^es,  David  Hough, 
John  O.  Jackson,  Waltn  Jonea,  Joseph  Lewia,  junior, 
Matthew  Ljon,  Robert  Marion,  Joiiah  Masters,  WU- 
liam  MeCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jaramiah  Morrow,  John  Moriew,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely, 
Gordon  8.  MumTord,  Jeremiah  Ndaon,  Tbomaa  New- 
ton, junior,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  John 
Pagh,  Josiah  Quiney,  John  RusseU,  Peter  Saiily, 
Tbomaa  SaouiMia,  Uutiu  G.  SohoiwaBB,  Jaa.  Slaaa, 


John  Smilie,  J^n  SniA,  Bmij  SeMni  b 

RFantnn     AAmiul  T*b>*«a    n*H;-_I-  q*-ll_-i-7^ 


ri  TraCT,  A 
..  Van  Rens 


Uri  Tracy,'AbramTrigg,Ph^VuCBtludi,LL 
nsselaa,  Joawh  B.  Vtmup,  Pe%  W 

worth,  Jofan  Whitehill,  Harmidoke  Willi.f  y(^ 


Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Wimk. 

Mr.  Mabtbbs  then  moved  to  ameadikUli 
striking  out^  io  the  third  line  of  tlie  arnmilK 
section  of  the  bill,  the  words  "oae  bgiMai 
fifty  ihoaaand,"  and  insertin?  inliraUicrnf^ 
words  "three  hundred  and  fircythamiiidfri^ 
passed  in  the  negative— yeas  31,  otfi  tltU- 

Tail — John  Blake,  junior,  Ordiud  CnL  W 
W.  Dnna,  iiAa  Davenport,  jnniar.CiMiefcn 
liam  Ely,  SiJas  Halaey,  8eth  Huttap,  Dind  B4 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Jiuh  Mi«9vJ«» 
than  0.  Mosety,  Gordon  8.  MaaSuAlamim, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Jonah  Qiunq.JibM 
Peter  Saiily,  Tbomaa  Hammoai,  Mania  0.  taar 
man,  Ssmuel  Taggart,  Benjamia  TiHatiniad 
Ten ney,  Daiid  Thomas,  Thomu  W.  l^m  IJ 
Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Killim  E.  Fu  !u» 
laer,  Peleg  Wadaworth,  and  Nsthan  WUEaL 

NATB—Evan  Alexander,  Willii  Abliu.in,kK 
Anderson.  David  Bard,  Joseph  BufaD,Gar|t&M' 
ingei,  Bamabaa  Bidwell,  ThoaiH  KnK  f^ 
Bronn,  Levi  Casey,  John  CbmSt.  libCltiim, 
Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  lU*  %  i<tt 
Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  LsMuriOinKWli*' 
ard  Catts,  Eira  Dart^,  John  DismMs^' 
James  Elliot,  Ebeneier  Elmer,  Joka  V.  Efpi  »- 
liam  Plndley,  JameaFvk,  JohDPswW,ht.ll'W 
nett,  Cbariea  Ooldsborovgb,  VtUaitO«iwit.» 
win  Gray,  AndrmrOn^,  Isaiah  L.  On*.  WiT- 
ihon,  David  Hidmee,  Walt*  ivm.i^^ 
Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewia,  job,  FMnt  Mw* 
WiUiam  MeCreery,  Nichdas  E.  Moon,  TW  *» 
Jeremiah  Marrow,  Johit  Moirov,  Bsga  HdM  » 
Newton,  junior,  Gidoon  Ohn,  John  Pn*!'.!'''* 
dolpfa,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Bm' i* 
nessee,  Jacob  Richarda,  Thomas  SanilM  1»» 
John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel  SmitiBou'Ka' 
ard,  Richard  Stanford,  Joss^  SMsUm.  ^^ 
Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  John  WMdiSl?* 
Whitehill,  David  R,  Williams,  MunnJil'  »»* 
Alexander  WUaon,  Richard  Winn,  ud  '"f  '* 

'""•■  ^ 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  wilh  tbt** 
menu,  be  engrossed,  aad  read  the  thiidi''' 
morrow. 

Wbdmebdat,  App!  16- 
»»eDgrcNBed  bill  for  fortifying  tlu  1"°* 
harbor*  of  the  United  State^  iw  ^"jfi 
gunboais,  was  read  the  third  time,  ui  V^ 
"     Thomas  M.  Rammlpb,  frosi  *"* 
appointed  on  the  fifth  oltirao,  P***"  ■ 
ling  to,  and  amending  the  >liff«^<^J 
February  tweniVTieventh,  and  M«<*^"*lT 
thousand  eight  Lundred  and  oae,  anil  W^ 
□ne  thouaand  eight  hundred  aod  ivo,  '^"^i 
ing  the  District  of  Colombia,"  uJ  ""r, 
March  third,  one  (faouMnd  eight  hnidrw^ 
five,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the"** 
Qeorgeiowni  which  vu  read  twie^***" 
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milimt   to  «  Commiltee  of  Um  wliolc  Hobm 
monoir. 

BEDEMPTION  OF  PUBUC  DEBT. 

The  Home  rnoWed  ilself  into  s  CommitlN 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  lOpplementaTy  to  the  act, 

eniiileil   "An  r"  — -■-- ---   '--  -' -     - 

dempiioD  of  tl 
Uoitpd  States.' 

The  CnAiRHAit  proceeded  to  Teed  the  billiinii] 
lie  came  to  tbe  foDrtb  and  fifth  seeiioui,  which 
aatborize  the  Com  miss  ioaera  of  the  Sioking  Fnnd 
to  appoint  one  agent  in  LoadoD^  and  another  in 
Amsterdam,  to  meiTs  sabccrlpiions  and  transfers, 
and  to  isFoe  new  certiScaies ;  and  to  enahle  the 
holders  of  old  six  per  cent,  deferred,  or  three  per 
cent,  stocks,  who  maf  become  snbeeribers  to  tbe 
new  slock  either  in  the  United  Slates  or  in  Bo- 
rope,  and  who,  on  the  first  dajr  of  April  neztj  and 
on  the  day  of  the  subscriptifHi,  shall  be  resident 
in  Europe,  lo  reeetve  the  interest  on  their  »lock, 
either  in  the  Uoited  States,  or  at  Loodoii,  or  in 
Amsterdam. 

Mr.  Vabndx  mored  to  strike  oat  the  fifth  aec- 

Thia  motion  was  sajmirtedbyHr.  DAvaNPORT 
and  opposed  hy  Mr.  J.  Randolph,  and  disagreed 
10— ayes  34,  noes  4S. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  RAitnoLPa,  the  compen- 
sation allowed  to  each  of  (he  ahore  agents  was 
fixed  at  93,000— aj'es  48. 

The  eighth  section  was  read  as  follows  ; 

Sac.  B.  And  be  it  furl&r  matted.  That,  ftom 
and  sHer  the  Erst  daj  of  April  next,  wbencwsi  it 
■hsll  be  DMcsBstj  to  ]mar  n«*r  certiflcstes,  either  in 
lieu  of  such  eenificAlas  of  old  in  pn  cent,  or  de- 
ferred stock,  ea  maj  be  lost  or  destroyed,  ot  br  rea- 
son of  >  tiaiiBfeT  of  sDch  stock  ftom  a  stoitUnldaT  to 
another,  owlrom  lbs  book*  of  an  oflke  to  those  of  aao- 
tharofficsi  the  new  oeniftwlss,  instead  of  ataliag  ths 
nominal  amowit  of  stoA  which  oriiinally  was,  bat  is 
no  longer  the  sum  acinaUy  due  b7  ttte  United  Stuaa, 
shall  eipreie  tbe  true  sinotmt  of  the  snnnit;  due,  M  the 
rate  of  eiebt  per  cent,  on  the  otiginiJ  amount  MT  prin- 
cipal, St  ths  tune  when  it  ihsll  cease.  But  sU  the  olber 
pto*isions  hcretofare  mids  b;  law,  and  now  in  lorce, 
relative  lo  tbe  said  stocks,  shall  remsin  in  liill  force,  as 
if  DO  alterstioo  bul  baes  made  in  the  ibnu  of  the  cer- 
tificate! ;  and  SDch  new  certificates  ma;  be  rabscribed. 


to  the  then 
oiiginallj  due. 

Mr.  QnmcT  mored  to  strike  this  section  out, 
under  (be  impression  that  it  impaired  the  original 
contract  between  the  United  Sutaa  and  the  pnl^ 
lie  creditors. 

Mr.  J.  Ramdolpb  vindicated  thesection against 
this  charge. 

Mr.  Daha  did  not  think  it  impaired  the  original 
contract,  but  considered  it  soperfluons,  as,  in  his 
opinion,  the  power  giren  by  it  was  already  rested 
by  law  in  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  Deparlment ; 
when  the  qaestion  was  taken,  and  the  motion  lost, 
witboul  a  diTision. 

Mr.  J.  Rakoolph  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in 
that  pan  of  the  bill  which  proridea  for  the  oon- 
veision  of  three  par  ceu.  slock  into  six  per  ceaL  i 


with  "sisty-two4nd-a-balf ;"  by  which  the  holder 
of  erery  hundred  dollars,  in  the  three  per  cent 
stock,  is  entitled  to  receire  sizty-two-aod-a-half 
dollars  of  six  per  cent. 

Hr.  CaowHutBHiiLD  opposed  this  motion,  tu 
wdl  as  tbe  provision  for  converting  tbe  three  per 
eent.  into  six  per  cent,  stock,  under  the  idea  that 
it  would  be  injortons  to  the  United  Siaiea 

Mr.  J.  Clat  defended  the  provision,  and  mad«   . 
a  detailed  argument,  to  show  that  it  woold  be 
beneficial  to  the  United  States. 

Hr.  Daha  declared  bimtelf  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
posed modification  of  the  public  debt. 

Mr.  Jacebon  ipoke  against  it. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  advocated  this  part  of  the 
bill,  and  Mr.  CBovRiHaHiELo  replied  j  when  the 
question  was  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Jobx 
Ramuolpb  and  agreed  lo— ayes  51,  noes  34. 

A  motion,  made  by  Mr.  Mdupobo,  requirins 
tbe  agents,  before  they  enter  on  tbe  exeeaiton  of 
their  offices,  to  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  for  tbe 
diligent  execution  of  their  trusts,  and  requiring 
them  to  give  bonds  in  one  or  more  sureties,  in 
the  penal  slim  of  twenty  thousand  dollaia— was 
agTMd  to. 

Mr.  Dana  moved  to  strike  out  tbe  words  quoted 
in  the  following  section,  with  a  view  of  rsstraia- 
ing  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  the  present  three 
per  cents,  and,  under  the  impression  that,  in  the 
new  stock  pnmosed  to  beereated,  the  Qovernment 
liberated  itself  from  the  obligation  to  pay  a  eei- 
lainMrtof  the  principal  ana  interest  heretofon 
stipolMed: 

Bac.  \.  Btit  maeUd  by  Ikt  Smote  tmd  Awtsc  of 
Stpraatt^iret  of  Iht  Vmttd  Stata  of  Amaiea,  «• 
Comgrem  auenMtd,  That  a  sabaeriptton  to  the  ftJI 

.  ^r  .1.-  ..  -13  ^  „  ,j^n(_  deferred  and"  ttree 

the  same  is  herel?,  pnniosed  { 
puipose  books  shall  be  opened  at  me  Traa» 
oiy  of  tiw  United  atateo,  and  by  the  sevml  Cmminia' 
siofMnof  Loans,  on  the  fint  day  itf  April  next,  toconr 
tinoe  open  ontil  the  seventaentb  day  of  December 
neit  following,  indnsiTrly,  the  fourteen  last  days  of 
each  quarter  excepted,  for  auch  parts  of  tbe  aboTs-men- 
tioned  deacriptioiia  of  stock  as  uiall,  on  the  da;  of  inb- 
iciiption,  stand  en  the  books  of  tbe  Treasury,  and  of 
tbe  sevsiml  CommisaioneTa  of  Loana,  respectlTely ; 
which  subscriptiiHi  shall  be  efictcd  by  a  transfer  to  tM 
United  Slates,  in  ^»  manner  provided  by  law  fbr  audi 
ttanslbn,  ot  Ow  credit  or  oecBts,  staadhq;  on  the  said 
books,  and  by  a  snrrendsr  of  the  eertifleatasof  the  Bto«k 


Mr.  Job n  Rand OLPB  and  Mr.  3.  Clat  opposed 
this  motioQ,  and  denied  tbe  justice  of  the  observa- 
tion made  by  Mr.  Dana;  when  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  section  was  lost  without  a  dirision. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  with 
several  amendments,  which  were  agreed  to  by  ihe 
House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow — ayes  S6. 

DUTIES  ON  SALT. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  oi 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  repealing  the  acts  laying 
duties  oD  nit,  aad  continuing  .in  force  for  a  cer- 
tain time  the  first  section  of  the  acl,  entitled  "An 
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Mt  furtbei  to  protect  the 

of  the  United  Slates  ag«ipst  the  Barbarr  Pow- 

%It,"  aalaliowt: 

Sic,  1.  Be  it  taaettd,  ite..  That,  from  aad  after  the 
--—  d«j  of  — —  neit,  aa  much  of  uiy  wt,  or  act*,  ■■ 
layi  ■  daty  on  imported  salt,  be,  ead  Ibe  nme  bon- 
bj  ia,  repealed,  ■od  from  aod  after  the  day  afbreaaid, 
■alt  ahaJi  be  impoited  j]  ---'--■"■-'"-  - 

Sac.  S.  And  be  it  fiirthtr  enaeted.  That,  &am  aod 
after  the  first  daj  of  Januai;  next,  lo  much  of  any  act 
or  acta  u  bUowi  a  booaty  od  exported  aalt  {soTiaiona, 
and  pickJed  fiah,  in  lieu  of  drawback  of  the  dutiea  on 
the  aalt  employed  in  curing  the  same,  and  lo  much  of 
any  act  or  acta  as  majcei  an  allowance  to  the  ownai 
and  crewi  of  fiihinft  veaieli.  In  lien  of  drawback  of 
the  dutiea  paid  on  the  aaK  aaed  by  the  aame,  ehalJ  be, 
■nd  the  aame  hereby  ia,  repealed. 

Sac.  8.  And  be  ttfiirther  enaettd.  That  eo  mnch  of 
AeaotipBMedontheSHbdaTofMardi,  IBtH.entitled 
An  act  Airther  to  protect  the  commerce  and  aaamen  of 
Ihe  United  Stataa  asainat  the  Barbery  Powcra,  a 
Mtttaiued  in  the  flrat  eaetion  of  the  aaid  met,  be, 
the  aame  benby  i*,  eontiniied  in  fbica  natil  the  ead  of 
tbanext  aaaaian  of  Congteae,  and  no  loBKar. 

Ht.  Qdinct  mored  eo  to  amend  Ihe  Brat  section 
asto  repeal  the  act  laying  a  duty  on  salt, additional 
to  that  originall)r  imposed,  so  as  to  take  off  at  pre** 
«ni  the  dalr  of  eight  cents  &  bushel.  He  said  he 
ms  of  the  o[Hnion  that  takisg  off  the  whole  dittj 
OD  aalt  would  have  an  iDJurioaa  effeeL  A  differ- 
CBce  of  tweotf  cents  on  the  boshel  would  oper- 
ate Tery  seriously  on  thoae  who  had  already  made 
ahipmeola.  It  was  pari  of  the  duty  of  a  Legisla- 
tor to  avoid  makiMT  such  sndden  ebaogn  ae  letided 
h)  deatrop  the  oondence  of  the  meraantUe  world 
is  the  stability  of  the  laws.  WheDever  ehaogee 
were  imde,  they  ought,  in  hi*  opinion,  (a  be  giM- 
nal.  Alibough  heoonaideTed  theg^ernlefieetof 
this  mevBure  mpet  important,  yet,  by  too  sndden 
«a  operation,  it  might  affect  a  respectable  ctasa  of 
indiridnala  very  injariouslf.  He  would  state  the 
effect  which  he  apprehended  it  wonld  hare.  Bnp- 
pose  Ihe  repeal  should  take  effect  on  the  first  day 
of  July.  A  cargo  of  aalt  generally  averages  abotit 
fbur  tnousand  basheis;  the  prime  cost  at  Lirer- 
pool  was  about  eleven  cents  a  bushel.  The  cost  of 
the  cargo  would,  therefore,  be  only  $440 ;  the  duty 
would  amount  to  $800 ;  the  frBight,  &c^  to  about 
9M>00;  making  an  a^egate  of  p,240,  witich 
would  be  the  ooei  in  this  eotulrp,  on  a  mercantila 
calculation,  supposing  the  present  duties  to  renuun 
in  force.  Th«  present  price  of  aalt  in  this  country 
was  about  fifty -three  centia  bushel,  which  would 
produce  something  less  than  92,240.  The  reason 
of  the  sum  for  which  it  Is  sold  being  less  than 
that  it  costs  is,  that  salt  is  merely  made  use  of,  in 
most  cases,  as  a  return  cargo.  Taking  off  the 
i]uty  of  twenty  cents,  would  redtice  the  price  to 
thirty-three  cents  a  bushel,  which  would  detract 
9920  from  the  value  of  the  cargo,  and  would  be 
more  than  double  the  prime  cost  ot  the  salt.  To 
sogreatareduction.  so  suddenly  made, Mr.  QriH- 
OT  said  he  objected.  He  bad,  he  said,  another 
reason  for  beiuR  against  the  section  as  it  stood. 
The  duty  on  salt  was  amoD^  the  duties  pledged 
for  the  paynaent  of  the  nattonal  debt.    At  Ihe 


time  this  pledee  was  made,  ibe  dntr  wi 
cents.  The  additional  daly  of  eig£t  n 
afterwards  imposed.  His  obJKt  wki,iiist 
the  existing  duty  eight  cants,  and  la  let  iu^ 
nal  duty  of  twelve  ceeis  stand,  ti  laid 
some  notice  bad  been  gives  to  the  atm 
world.  He  believed  that  ■  redaetioD  i^ihri^ 
was  highly  desirable,  and  would  btrtrjfi^ 
He  might  not, — '^"-   -^' 


It,  perhaps,  otqcct  totiaiiiti 
allowed  him  toeoistiltbbta 


enta,  some  of  wh(»n  might  paMW;htiirii) 
it.  AU  things  conndered,  he  ihoogki  im^li 
best  to  reduce  the  duty  at  pmesi  dfttiaii 
This  would  leave  Congress  at  lil  '  ' 
next  senion,  to  take  the  eatire  lepeii  m» 
stderation,  which  might  bedoiK,iBMHiiiT>* 
sidercd  it  eligible. 

Mr.  J.  R&KDOLPB  Mid  he  ihinUii^a 
taking  off  eight  cents,  rathei  iIub  »mi(^ 
duty  to  remain  as  it  stood  it  pisat  iai< 
hoped  the  whole  duty  would  he  oka  <  Oh 
of  the  objections  of  the  geniltniuKalBl' 
Ihe  whole  duty  was,  that  the  menbuE<*>l>" 
imported  salt  maybe  injured  'ifi"'*^ 
be  able  to  compete  with  ihoat  «u  hmainn 
it  duty  free.  But  this  arnwDt  tfonl  tn 
ways.  Did  it  not  apply  diffeiaiir'^^"1 
on  salt  was  fint  laid/  At  dV  un,  ihn^ 
man  who  now  loses,  gained  iitan^™* 
ratio.  To  his  mind,  Mr.  R.  sttd.iww'™- 
geat  reaaon  on  earth,  if  this  nttewi"^ 
tion  to  give  up  all  ita  tazec,  tiniiiW"™ 
by  any  gentleman,  doa't  repeal  ikthw^** 
Iham,  because  my  cOBstituenU,  ikt  asnw 
have  paid  duties  on  some  ofdiw-  Us^<* 
taxes,  so  fat  from  being  diuuMikt^  m?* 
increaaing  ad  ttAdtiun.  BnL  dx  uw*" 
have  the  same  nght  now  to  nu  <^  >'*'^'' 
salt  aa  our  predeecasora  had  '^''f ''°V_i_ 

But  it  seems  that  tbe  ffrtginiT  ^'^ 
oents  was  put  iato  pledge  ibr  ihe  pay^"  ^ 
national  debt.  We  were  told  the  W""^ 
years  ago  when  we  propose*  to  rtpeito'*™ 
taxea.  They  were,  however,  repetW  J™*? 
violation  of  the  public  faith,  sad  ^l"™"^ 
nation  baa  contracted  a  debt  to  the  j""*""^ 
and  so  long  as'the  Qoverament  finds  Bwefl 
with  to  pay  il.  the  public  creditor  ^"^ 
ask  whether  we  take  it  from  our  coal  "'^ 
pocket?  Whether  from  a  Und  lu,"  J*; 
^— Dduiiesonimpartedarlicles?  '^'_3ii 
our  side  is,  to  And  money.  lf,aft«i«'2^ 
this  duty,  the  wayiand  meani  for  the  ^f»» 
this  debt  are  found  deBcienl;  I  «P« *'Ij, 
bound  tomakeeood  the  deficiency.  """^^ 
we  propose  t  The  amount  of  the  «.*! "  _ 
less  than  (600,000,  and  at  ttie  Mme  Ufflcco 
take  this  off,  we  impose  a  dnty  which  «M 
dace  a  million.    —    ----  -'■■>■'•"' "^ 


We  takeoffsdniyM 

sary  of  life,  which  faUs  pecniiariy  h«n  " 
poor,  and  on  agricoliure,  and  '"r"**^ 
duty  on  gauze,  catgut,  and  the  Lo™  ■""".j, 
which  produces  from  three  to  five  ilif»»»' 
larsmore.  ...* 

Mr.  QnincT  asked  whether  a  dnlT  *«^"j; 
doced  $850,000,  a  year,  which  Wt"  ™"" 
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eDd  of  the  aezi  senf  on,  and  which  wai  not  pled^d 
to  the  parmeDt  of  the  D^tional  debt,  could  be  cod- 
•idered  >s  eqoiralent  to  a  pennanenl  doer  of  half 
■  million,  imposed  by  bd  act  which  could  not  be 
repealed  uotil  the  debt  wmi  paid  1  He  did  not 
think  the  new  tax  was  a  substiinte  ofequal  value, 
and  he  conridered  it  one  of  the  object!  of  thi' 


bill 


rt  rid  of  the  pledge  to  pajr  the  debt. 
Clay  fdt  disposed  to  gire  everjr  credit 
to  gentUmen  is  their  proftstioni  of  re^rd  to- 
ward! the  pnblie  debt.  The  answer  to  the  ob- 
jection was  thb:  A  certain  fond,  arising  from  the 
impost,  wu  i^edged  to  the  piyment  and  interest 
of  the  debt.  An  act  had  passed  the  last  Congress 
increasing  the  fund  appropriated  for  this  purpose, 
from  97^,000  to  98,000,000.  If  the  duty  on 
salt  was  not  a  component  part  of.  this  sntn,  the 
obieetion  of  gentlemen  was  futile.  Now  it  was 
a  iaet,  that,  so  much  as  this  sum  was  diminished 
by  takiog  off  the  (530,000  aiiaing  fTOm  the  duly 
on  salt,  so  much  was  it  increased  by  the  other 
duty  proposed  to  be  laid  by  ibis  act.  80  long  as 
the  taxes  pledged  exceeded  eight  millioas,  the 
GoTernment  sacredly  r^^ards  their  engagements. 
As  an  answer  to  all  the  sensibility  displayed  by 

Snilemen  for  the  pntilic  faith,  permit  me,  said 
r.  C,  to  refer  them  to  a  resolution  proposed  in 
the  serenth  Congress,  on  the  25th  of  January, 
1803,  instracting  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  labing 
off,  or  reducing,  the  dnty  on  brown  sugar,  coffee, 
and  bobea  tea.  Another  objection  urged  by  gen- 
tlemen is,  the  effect  of  this  bill  on  the  merctiants. 
There  ii  no  doubt  that,  in  consequence  of  ii,  the 

K'  ;e  of  salt  will  fall;  but,  wOQid  not  this  have 
a  the  effict  on  bohea  tea,  had  their  measure 
beeo  successful?  The  effect,  however,  will  be 
sradna),  and  there  will  be  but  little  loss  sustained 
by  any  one  indiridual,  as  the  price  will  begin  to 
fall  immediately  00  taking  off  ine  duly.  I  belie*e 
it  is  not  a  material  error  to  say,  that  the  traffic  is 
prettv  mnch  in  the  hands  of  those  men  who  en- 
joyed it  when  the  duty  was  laid ;  and  if  so,  those 
who  now  lose,  will  onW  lose  as  mnch  as  tbey  be- 
fore sained.  I  hope  the  blank  in  the  bill  will  be 
so  filled  as  to  gira  six  months  notice  of  the  im- 
pontion  of  the  dnty. 

Mr.  Lvoir. — When  this  proposition  for  oom- 
muting  the  Mediterranean  niiid  for  the  salt  tax 
was  Brst  inirodnced,  1  thought  hrorably  of  it. 
I  have  alwa)|s  viewed  the  duly  on  salt  among  the 
moat  oppressive  taxes  invented  by  man,  althoogh, 
since  the  pnrchaMofLooisiana,  the  people  I  hare 
the  honor  to  represent  are  no  longer  burdened 
with  that  tax,  and  the  revenue  derived  from  it, 
when  it  ceases,  must  be  made  good  by  btirdeniog, 
in  some  way  or  other,  my  constituent;.  I  voted 
for  committing  the  proposition ;  bnt,  sir,  when  I 
refieet  on  the  subject,  and  inqnire  from  whence 
comes  this  proposiiion,  1  am  compelled  to  liesii- 
ate,  to  look  at  it  aoain  and  again,  and  ask,  (I  will 
say  it  in  plain  Bngliih,)  whence  comes  this  thing  1 
What  is  iti  May  it  not  be  a  gilded  pill,  with  a 
very  Air  oatside.bat  containing  rancorons  poi- 
son within  7  When  I  answer  to  myself  the  ques- 
tion, where  it  comes  ftom?  I  am  otiiged  to  say, 
9th  COH.— 94 


sir,  it  comes  from  a  gentleman  (Mr.  J.  RANiMLfB) 
who,  in  the  presence  of  this  Hoase,  and  of  the 
whole  nation,  has  declared  himself  an  enemy  lo 
the  present  Admitiistration  ;  one  who  has  declared 
that  his  opposition  to  that  Administraiion  shonid 
cease  only  with  his  breath.  And  what  has  been 
the  conduct  of  ibst  gentleman  on  this  same  sub- 
ject, ^the  salt  tax,}  white  he  was  a  friend  to  the 
Administration  7  A  proposition  was  brought  for- 
ward, not  long  since,  by  another  genileman,  a 
gentleman  from  New  York,  and  one  whom  I  very 
mnch  respect,  (Mr.  Thom*8:)  biit,  says  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  I  have  thought  of  the  sub- 
ject, the  Speaker  and  myself  have  talked  it  over, 
and  it  will  not  do,  we  ought  not  now  to  act  upon  it. 
This  was  saffieient,  for,  at  that  time,  it  was  in- 
deed, a  knock-'em-down  argument.  What  was 
the  conduct  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  in 
180S,  when  a  motion  was  before  (he  Bouse  for 
instracting  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  duty 
on  salt  ?  ■  He  would  not  suffer  the  question  to  be 
put,  and  nrged  the  previous  ({Destioo ;  and  so 
mnch  opposed  was  he  to  touching  the  salt  tax,  that 
he  iojudiciously  called  the  member  from  Dela- 
ware (Mr.  Batahd)  to  order,  when  speaking 
against  the  previous  question.  lajudicioasly,  1 
say,  because  the  Speaker  thought  so,  and  ibe 
Jonrnal  says  the  Speaker's  opinion  was  confirmed 
by  the  House.  If,  sir,  I  was  opposed  lo  the  per- 
sons to  whom  the  Bxecntive  branch  ?f  the  Qor- 
emment  is  intrusted,  and  was  possessed  of  what 
is  called  by  some  talents,  without  contiitencv, 
witfaont  patriotism,  and  without  regard  to  trutn, 
I  would  endeavor  10  wrench  from  the  Executive 
the  means  of  paying  off  the  national  debt,  and 
then  1  would  exclaim  aeainst  the  Executive  fbr  not 
doing  it.    I  would  take  from  ihem  the  means  of 

of  the  nation,  and  then  I  would 


log  It. 
tifying 


encourage  another  set  of  the  enemies  of  the  Ex- 
ecntiTe  to  make  an  uproar  about  the  protection  of 
commerce,  and  of  the  defenceless  slate  of  the  na- 
tion, while  I  bawled  out  let  commerce  defend  it- 
self, and  opposed,  by  every  art  in  my  power,  even 
the  means  of  their  obtaining,  by  negotiation,  any 
redress  for  the  grievances  complained  of.  But, 
I  may  be  told,  sir,  that  this  measure  comes  re- 
commended by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  Is  not  the  chairman  of  that  committee 
(Mr.  J.  Randolpb)  the  very  member  who  told  tts 
a  few  days  ago  that  the  Hornet  conld  not  sail  for 
the  want  of  a  sting  in  bet  tait— for  want  of  a  land 
breeze;  and  had  the  hardihood  to  insinnate  to  us, 
that  he  had  kept  back  the  navy  appropriations,  in 
order  to  defeat  the  will  of  the  constituted  anthor- 
ities  of  the  nation,  respecting  the  purchase  of  the 
Floridas?  I  do  not  speak  of  this  insinuation  on 
the  bare  eridence  of-  my  own  ears,  or  my  own 
understanding;  many  gentlemen  who  were  jnes- 
ent,  have  assured  me  thev  understood  the  insinn- 
ation  as  I  did.  I  am  welt  aware  that  the  gentle' 
man  from  Virginia  has  condescended  to  excul- 
pute  himself  on  the  score  ot  holding  back  the  ap- 
propriations, and  in  a  wajr  that  loolied  more  like 
awkwardness  thaa  anything  I  ever  saw  done  by 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


106» 


HISTOET  OF  CONaRBffl. 


that  gentlemaQ.    I  am  w«]l  aware  that  he  hat 
dearored  to  get  round  the  inainuatioD  that  I  speak 
of^  but  I  hare  tet  ail  this  down  oa  the  same  side 
of  the  book  of  my  memory  thai  I  do  maay  other 
tbitiKB  wbich  coma  from  tne  same  quarter. 

Since  the  propociiion  for  substituting  the  Med- 
itensaeaa  fund  wa*  proposed  in  this  House,  a 
Ueuage  has  been  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  inforoiing  us  tbai  tbe  Tuaisiaii 
AmbiMadoT  has  made  a  demand  of  tribute,  on 
lefusal  of  wbich  he  has  declared  that  war  i 
ensue,  which  tribute  has  been  refused,  so  thai  we 
luTe  a  Tunisian  war  on  hand.  Believing,  as  I 
now  do,  sir,  that  the  Mediterranean  fund  is  want- 
ed for  the  same  use  it  was  originally  created, 
namely,  the  kecfiing  up  the  force  Deoessaiy  to  re- 
pel tbe  Barbary  Powers,  it,  therefore,  cannot  be 
considered  u  a  substitute  for  the  sail  Uz ;  and 
determined,  as  I  am,  not  to  withhold  tbe  meaas 
from  an  Executive  that  I  confide  in,  an  Execu- 
tive more  popular  than  any  who  have  ever  bad 
tlte  guidance  of  the  aflairs  of  this  nation,  and,  in 
my  opinion,  most  deserving;  however  mueii  1 
wish  to  reduce  or  altof[etber  do  away  the  duty  on 
■alt,  I  will  not  vote  for  it  until  I  can  fairly  see 
that  so  much  of  the  revenue  as  It  produces  has 
become  annecessary,  or  until  I  see  a  substitute, 
nncil  I  see,  in  an  unequivocal  manner,  an  e^tual 
portion  of  revenue  coming  into  tbe  Treasury  from 
Another  quarter  less  burdensome  lo  tbe  poorer 
Bort  of  people.  Let  me  see  gentlemen  bring  for- 
ward a  bill  laying  additional  duties  on  green  teas, 
on  high  priced  wines,  on  cambrics,  on  laceq,  on 
silks,  on  china  ware,  and  on  high  priced  linens 
and  woollens,  which  will  be  an  equivalent  to  the 
doty  on  salt,  with  a  section  at  the  bottom  repeal- 
ing tbe  duty  on  salt,  and  I  will  surely  rota  for  it. 
But,  I  conclude,  the  gentlemen  wUl  not  have 
time,  within  tbe  two  or  three  days  they  have 
Kireo  themselves  to  stay,  lo  invcsiigate  the  sub- 
ject properly.  I,  for  myself,  wonder  why  geniie- 
ateo,  who  (eel  so  much  iaterested  in  this  subject, 
had  not  concerted  to  bring  the  thing  forward  ear- 
lier. There  certainly  has  been  ume  enough ;  I 
cannot  think  it  can  receive  due  aiteniion  at  this 
time,  but  I  hope  it  wilt  be  brought  forward  urlier 
in  the  next  session.  I  really,  air,  should  not  dare 
to  go  home  and  tell  my  constituents  that  I  had 
voted  for  a  measure  which  was  calculated  to  leave 
the  Treasury  without  tbe  mean*  of  enabling  the 
Executive  to  discharge  all  tbe  euKagements  of 
the  Ooveruraent.  To  the  present  Bienuiive  the 
Western  people  impute  tbeir  being  relieved  from 
tbe  odious  and  most  troublesome  of  all  taxes — the 
■Uimp  act  and  tbe  excise  act.  The  present  Ex- 
ecutive tbey  consider  as  an  inseparable  barrier 
between  ihem  and  land  taxes  and  sedition  laws. 
Tosappott  that  Executive  is  their  main  objeci 
at  present  in  electing  members  of  Congress.  So 
popular  is  the  present  Administration  in  Ken- 
tucky, that  the  most  influential  man  in  that  State 
could  not,  after  deserting  the  Ad  minis  I  ration, 
much  less  after  having  vowed  bis  opposition 
should  cease  only  with  bis  breaihj  get  an  ntindred 
Totes  for  member  of  Congress. 

Wiienevei  a  »an,who  has  been  suspected  of  fed- 


eralism, offers  tbwe  as  a  caadidUe,  the  biu 
be  says  in  his  circular  letter  is,itisi  be  istii^ 
to  the  present  wise  and  virtaaos  Adoiniaia 
and  he  pledges  himself  to  support  iht  Ei«w. 
I  am  apprehensive  that  the  preunt  Rvnui 
as  popular  in  some  other  Sistsist  itinta 
and  that  the  election  screw,  if  1  mirkpm 
led  to  use  the  phiaseology  of  iiotatt  mtt 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Claik,)  h  oiKlulirir 
in  this  House,  willsqaeeiesoaienailcwiiik 
as  a  pancake,  before  the  first  of  lis;,  lEOi.  !■ 
sori^  air,  to  liave  occasion  lo  tiTioigtciiK 
the  Executive.  It  it  well  kaowa  u  inrja- 1 
tleman,  that  I  vote  asiDdepeodent^uuiM; 
but,  sir,  I  have  had  some  small  ihsit  In  Adif 
the  change  wbich  brooght  forwtrd  ikpet 
men  and  measures.  I  have  nera  ttaauiii; 
I  feel  interested  in  their  su£ces^tM  M^< 
ibey  promote  the  inleiest  of  the  utioariiiiit 
same  share  of  wisdom  and  cnegjfikjIitiiaE, 
ibejr  shall  not  want  for  tbe  smiUniitifnfpi 
which  I  can  give  them  in  theii  timiinliir 
tions.  I  can  view  this  buBian,bm|ti'it™' 
at  this  time,  in  no  other  lifcht,  stilaaHift^ 
cumsiacces,  than  an  ineffectual  psfKpF'i''' 
ty,  and  an  attempt  to  embanas  it  Sonoaat 
1  shall,  therefore,  oppose  it  in  tMinv  '^ " 
progress, 

Mr.  BiuwBi.1.  said  thai,  on  i  i^fittuti^ 
eating,  and  wbich  had  beea  ««' i*  *"* 
ligbu  by  genlleman  who  hid  !""4^ 
would  take  (he  liberty  of  rfenMtfw™ 
One  objeeiion  to  the  measowifwi".*'' , 
fully  answered,  was,  that  the  rep«l,«  "^W 
would  bea  violatiMi  of  thepobhtliii^  V,»\ 
the  taking  off  this  duty,  there  wm"*'"^! 
complete  provision  for  the  parD**"/! 
creditor,  there  misbt  be  a«)nM«tif)ii>'>V^ 
jeciioBi  but,  at  there  was  s  fall  >"|?|: 
provision,  that  circumstance  '""■''^T^ 
answer.  Another  objection  ws^'i*'*'^ 
would  operate  injuriously  to  ihsmoHM"'*' 
est*.  This  applied  more  to  the  tiw''^ 
thing.  He  wat  aware  thai  any  ''"PtT 
affected  the  commerce  of  tbe  cauiian[i"|V 
(o  be  instantaneon&  as  it  migiu  ""'^ 
speeutations ;  therefore,  when  the  Vf^  l 
on  filling,  tbe  blaak  in  tJie  bill. he  tio^*'*^ 
vor  of  a  day  considerably  distanL  Adm' 
was  considered  by  everybody  •»  "  "F*, 
burdensome  tax,  and  the  only  «"i»"f*ii 
had  ever  bad  on  tbe  subject,  was,  It  «•»■; 
would  be  safe  to  diiconiinne  it  '"fiv^ 
him  that  this  was  a  coovenieot  time.  »■ 
isfied  of  this,  he  should  vote  for  »i'l,'^ 
tbe  motion  to  strike  out  the  whole  or  tf^  ^ 
section.  He  believed  not  only  '«,  PrL 
pecUtioD  of  the  revenue  would JWUfJ*T 
but  that  it  would  operate  in  a  «uu"'iri, 
all  classes  of  the  community.  Ii  w  Ij^ 
in  the  interior,  more  so  than  on  the  w'™'' 
it  was  on  the  agricultural  interett  u»<  "'^ 
cipal  weight  fill;  it  had  been  cli«^',*;. 
only  under  tbe  impression  ''"'■.J'J^La 
cumatances  would  iutti|y,  it  would  be  n^ 

Mr.  Daiu  said,  that  if  gaatleiM"  w"^ 
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to  ditniDiih  the  reveDue,  to  screw  op  the  Qovern- 
meai,  and  if  tbey  were  satisfied  the  AdmiDuln- 
tion  conid  get  along  withoot  tfaia  tax,  it  would 
weigh  much  in  his  mind  in  fiTor  of  repeal ;  and, 
as  (ney  were  disposed  to  enpple  with  difficulties 
«nd  gain  popuiaritj,  he  beliered  he  woQld  gistify 
them  by  Toimg  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Clnrnor  said,  he  opposed  snch  an  excesnJTe 
reduction  of  this  duty  at  once,  not  only  on  the 
erooads  he  had  stated;  bni  on  other  grotinda.  In 
Massac  ho  sells,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Boston, 
very  exteasiTe  manufactories  of  salt  had  been  es- 
tablished, under  the  idea  that  the  dtHy  would  be 

'  coottaued.    The  immediate  effect  of  this  measuie 

'  might  be  to  destroy  and  ruin  them. 

Mr.  Glkbb  was  opposed  to  both  motions  ttoder 
oonside ration.    It  was  no  good  rea»on  for  contio' 

'  nii^  a  tmz,  becaose  particular  indiTiduala  would 
be  iDJared  br  its  repeal, as  ihey  knew,  at  the  lime 

'  they  entered  on  (he  basmesSjiheright  of  the  Got- 

'  emmeni  to  ikke  off  the  tax,  and  the  probability 
that  ihey  wonld  do  it  as  soon  as  the  public  — 


36,  nays  60 — when  die  Committee  rose  antt  re- 
ported the  bill. 

The  House  immediately  look  the'  report  iiM 
consideration. 

After  a  short  con v emtio o,  the  amendment  of 
the  Committee  to  fill  op  the  blank  in  the  first  seo- 
lion  with  the  first  of  October,  was  carried  With- 


ledly  in  faror  of  the  bill,  as  iX  had  always 
been,  in  bis  opioioa,  a  desirable  object,  when  it 
could  be  done  with  safely,  to  dispense  with  the 
tax:  and  if,  in  the  opiniot)  of  the  officers  of  the 
QorernmaDt,  it  could  be  safely  dispensed  with,  hi 
thought  it  ought  now  to  be  done. 

The  House  divided  on  Mr.  Ltoh's  motion  li 
strike  out  the  first  section,  which  was  disagreed 

Mr.  Qcimct's  motion  to  amend  thesectioawai 
likewise  disagreed  to  without  a  division. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Randolpb,  the  blank,  rel" 
'  alive  to  the  timewhen  thedutr.  was  to  tak*eSect, 
'  was  filled  with  the  fint  day  ofiOetober. 

The  third  aeetion  waa  then  re«d,  wbioh  eon- 
tinned  the  MeditemnesB  fund  till  the  next  sea- 
'  aion  of  Con  grass, 

\      lAt.  Alston  observed  lhat,'from  the  present  ap- 
'  pearance  of  ihin^  he  did  not  think  it  adTis>ble 
that  this  section  fhould  remain  as  it  was,  as  in  sic 
or  eight  monihs  they  would  have  again  the  tajne 
ground  to  travel  over.    His  object  was  porma- 
nimtly  to  snbsiitote  the  Mediterranean  fund  for  the 
salt  tax.    He  had  no  objectioo  lo  make  the  ex- 
chaoge ;  lo  lake  off  the  perpeiual  tax  on  salt,  and 
lay  it  on  these  articles.    He  thmght  there  was 
no  danger  in  trusting  lo  the  wisdom  of  Congress 
the  disooottDnance  of  the  act  imposing  them;  and 
thai  as  long  as  there  was  a  necesniy  for  taxes, 
these  eol^eois  of  lataiioa  were  as  unexceptiona- 
ble as  any  that  could  be  laid.    When  they  were 
about  ID  strike  so  deeply  at  the  MTenue,  ihey 
ought  to  be  certain  that  the  snbstilnte  offered 
would  Justify  the  measure.    For  these  reasons  be 
'  submitted  a  motion  to  make  the  Mediterranean 
'  f^nd  perpetnal. '  He  thought  this  expedient,  as 
'  the  tax  on  salt  was  perpetual,  and  the  substituted^ 
lax  was  not  so  certain  as  that  on  salt.    With  rv 
nrd  to  the  one,  very  little  variaiioo  could  take 
:  place;  while  the  other  might  matt^ially  chtoRe 
'  with  the  limes. 
I      Oatkis  motioB  tbaCommitlee  divided— yeaa 


Mr.  CBDWHiNsaiBLD  then  moved  to  amend  the 
last  BBEtion,  so  as  to  continue  the  Mediterranean 
tiind  for  three  years.  H^  said  that  tbe  duty  on 
salt  fell  with  peculiar  hardshipoo  those  who  were 
obli^  to  consume  it,  either  in  providing  for  their 
familiee  or  eattle.  It  amounted  to  two  handted 
per  cent,  on  the  value  of  this  article.  As  thei* 
was  not  n  more  oppressive  tax  in  the  eouairy,  h» 
had  always  wtahed  to  see  the  revenue  in  sttch  %■ 
situation  at  to  justify  its  repeal.  He  thought  thn 
was' tbe  case  at  present,  as  he  was  indirectly  tD" 
formed  that  ihe  rerenue  for  the  present  year  would 
exceed,  by  a  millioD,  Ihe  amooai  at  which  it  had 
been  calculated.  He  was,  however,  of  opinion' 
that  i[  became  the  Qovernment,  in  the  present 
poiture  of  aflhirs,  to  continue  the  Mediterianeaa- 
fond  for  two  or  three  years. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  hoped  the  amendment  would 
not  be  agreed  to.  It  would  be  remembeied  that 
the  right  of  giving  tbe  public  money  was  the 
sole  exclusive  right  of  that  branch  of  the  L^islo" 
ture;  and  that  when  Ihey  made  grants  for  a  long' 
term  of  years,  it  would  not  depend  on  them  oloi)« 
whether  they  should  be  revoked.  lu  his  opinion, 
if  the  Constilution  of  the  United  States  was  prac- 
tised on  lis  true  principles,  thai  Honse  ought  not 
to  give  the  public  money  ont  of  its  control. 
There  was  do  existing  cause  for  continuing  thia 
fund  for  three  years,  or  for  a  lo^er  period  than 
that  contemplated  by  the  bill.  During  the  next 
session  there  would  be  a  better  view  of  the  re- 
sources and  ex^ndiiures  presented;  and  it  migfat 
then  be  determined  what  arrangements  were  n^ 
eessary  for  proridiog  the  ways  and  mean*  fop 
paying  the  mtetesi  and  principal  on  the  Flonda 
stock.  If  it  were  eontemplaicd  by  gentlemen  to 
continne  this  fund  to  eke  out,  and  by  aatieipntioa 
to  provide  for  the  defalcation  of  ibai  day.  he  wm 
not  din>osed  lo  give  his  consent  to  such  a  me»- 
sare.  Let  geotlemen  then  devise  tfas  ways  and' 
meant  for  the  additional  expenses  thev  may  have 
incurred.  It  is  oot  a  true  principle,  said  Mr.  R,,  for 
this  branch  to  vole  money  in  this  way:  I  waa 
going  to  say  ad  infinitan.  Let  ns  recollect  how 
the  addllional  duly  only  on  salt  was  laid.  Eight 
years  ago  it  was  proposed  to  lay  a  duty  of 
.T  cents  on  salt,  wbioh  failed;  afterwards, at 
the  heel  of  a  session,  when  there  was  b  thin  House, 
it  was  ^oposed  to  lay  an  additional  duly  of  eight 
cents.  This  proposition  succeeded.  Ihadihehooor 
ot  being  a  member  when  the  law  passed  for  contin- 
uing ibis  duty  for  ten  yean,  i  do  not  now,  and  I 
ttvsi  in  Ood  1  never  ahaU  forget  tbe  circumstan- 
cei  attending  ibis  measure.  T held  up  mjr  haada 
against  it  as  an  oppressive  tax,  and  said  I  hoped 
tbe  time  would  come  when  it  would  be  taken  oC 
That  time  has  come.  Lei  us  not  now,  nnder  the 
pretence  of  taking  off  half  a  million,  bang  roand 
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tke  Beck  of  iht  people  a  duly  of  BMrlr  double  the 
amonnt  So  tbet  the  GoTernmcBt  get*  the  ato- 
aey  thej  care  oot  fiom  whow  pockets  thep 
take  it.  Tbe  quetcioo  now  is,  ia  this  Hotue  ia  a 
Mat*  of  pupilage?  Will  we  not  be  at  tbe  nest 
■enion  as  able  lo  «ay  tbi*  fund  aball  be-cODtiaued, 
u  we  are  now  1  It  is  propoaed  to  oontinne  tbi« 
tax  for  three  yean ;  but  what  reaMB  bare  we  tn 
legislate  for  the  tenth  Houm  of  RepreeentatiTes  1 
Suppoae  ther  declare  it  oppreeaiTe  and  pa**  a  bill 
fin  it*  cepeal,  tbe  othei  branch  of  the  LegisUtnie 
will  sena  it  back  with  a  civil  masaage  that  they 
bare  poetpooed  it  to  tbe  next  eeesion  of  Congresa. 
It  ie  trttc  thai  we  have  eome  check  in  making  ap- 
fcopfiaiions ;  bnt  sppropriationa  bare  beeotne  a 
■atter  of  form,  or  lest  than  the  shadow  at  a  shade, 
«  mere  cobweb  of  defence  against  expenditures. 
Ton  hare  fixed  limits,  but  the  expenditnie  eS- 
•eeda  tbe  appropriation  \  and  thoee  who  dubune 
Ibe  moner,  are  like  a  taac^  boy  who  knows  that 
bis  grandfathei  will  giatify  him,  and  orer-runs 
the  som  allowed  him  at  pleasure.  As  to  appro- 
priations  I  hare  no  faitb  in  them.  We^re  seen 
that  so  long  as  there  is  money  in  tbe  Treasury, 
there  is  no  defence  against  its  expendituie. 
There  is  oi»e  mode  of  defence,  seized  ia  happy 
times,  to  sequester  in  the  hands  of  a  particular 
body  so  much  of  tbe  revenue  as  to  leare  but  a 
acanty  eoiplus  to  the  ExecuiiTe departments;  bnt 
if  this  system  is  shaben  by  TOttog  vast  sums  be- 
yond the  wdinaty  expenditures,  there  is  an  end 


The  question  wt*  then  taken  on  Mr.  Gbowh- 
naniELD'a  motion,  wfaich  was  disagreed 'to — 
ayes28.  When  ihequestion  was  taken  on  engros- 
■ng  the  bill,  which  was  carried— ayee  83. 

THnaaDiT,  April  17. 

A  mesuge  from  tbe  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  SeiMte  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
set  further  to  alter  and  establish  certain  poet 
raad8,and  for  olherpurpoaeB,"  with  several  amend- 
ments; to  wbieh  tney  desire  the  coBCucrence  of 
this  Houae.  The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  «iti- 
tkd  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  aat,  entitled 
'An  act  for  asceriainiiig  and  adjusting  the  titUs 
ud  claims  toland  within  the  TenitMV  of  Orleans. 
h4  tbe  District  of  Lonisiana;"  and  abill,  entided 
"An  ant  in  addition  to  tbeacieetaUishingaMlnt, 
■ltd  reflating  the  eoios  of  tbe  United  States ;" 
to  whuh  they  desire  the  eonenrrance  of  tlus 
Hotua. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Elt, 

Betolved,  That  the  President  of  tbe  TJaited 

.   Butes  be  requested  to  uke  effectual  measuree  to 

cause  the  south  wiog  of  the  Capitol  lo  be  pre- 

Ered  for  tbe  accommodation  of  the  House  of 
ipresentatives,  by  the  commencement  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Elx  and  Mr.  Dawson  -were  appointed  a 
committee  to  present  tbe  aforegoiag  rMolutton  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
die  United  Stales,  transmitting  a  convention  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Cheroluc  In- 


dians, concluded  at  Washington  an  the  seventh 
day  of  Janoaiy  last,  for  tbe  cession  of  their  neht 
to  the  tract  of  couDlcy  therein  described.  The 
Message  was  read,  and,  together  with  the  convea- 
tien  ttanimitted  therewith,  referred  to  the  Cooi- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Daka,  that  the  House  do 
come  to  the  following  resolnlions:  , 

Se»A«d,  That  prorisioa  oi>«ht  to  be  made  fcr  tbe 
better  protMtion  of  the  eonmerce  and  •eunen  of  tbe 
United  StsiM  sgaiiut  aggreatloni  sad  ontrages  in  the 
■ess  of  tbe  West  Indies. 

Saobal,  That  it  is  expsdient  to  pronde  fei  ngalml- 
ing  the  conduct  of  nicb  merchant  wfU  as,  by  sgree- 
liieDtaf  the  respective  owners,  rosy  sail  in  conceit  far 
mntosl  usistsnce  and  defence  in  any  lawfiil  oommeice ; 
and,  ^Ise,  for  Betding,  tccordlng  to  du  eoone  of  pro- 
ceeding in  Conrts  of  Admiralty,  the  respectm  rales  o( 
contRbution  to  ba  nude  between  then,  on  eceonnt  <f 
sny  loM  or  damigg  ivhich  may  be  Ihaorefar  htcannL 

Ruohed,  Thtt,  for  the  cnoonngemeat  and  tecnnty 
of  seamen  of  tbe  United  States,  it  is  enedieat  Id  nwlu 
proTlHOD,  that  registered  ships  or  Tea*(&  which  niybe 

emploved  in  vajsgea  to  foreign  poita.  after  the 

day  of next,  shall  not  continiie  to  enjoy  the  bene- 
fits and  priTilegas  sppeitatDing  toshipsorveasriiofthB 
United  Ststw,  unless  some  proportiDn  of  the  mariners 
on  board  the  seme  shaD  be  citixena  of  Ae  Umtsd 
States. 

The  resoluiioDs  were  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  a  motion  of 
the  fourth  instant,  vix : 

Sttohed,  That  tbe  Secretary  for  the  Dtpaitmenl  «f 
War  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  procure  fiom  the 
several  States,  and  prseent  to  this  Honse,  at  their  next 

sresion,  a  list  of  the  invalid  prasioBi >-->--■ 

placed  on  the  pension  liat  of  -the 

during  the  lata  Revototionary  war  vt 

noting  paitiealaily,  i 

cable,  whether  ancb  | 

in  the  line  of  As  Ariny ;  and,  aLo,  the  BMStUy  a< 

allowed  to  each  pensioner :" 

And  the  said  resolution  being  again  twice  read 
at  the  Clerk's  tabl^  was,  od  the  question  pat  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  John  RAxnoi.PB,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  bill  malting  appro- 
priations for  earrving  into  effect  a  treaty  with  the 
Cherokee  tribe  or  Indians ;  which  was  rnd  twice, 
andcommitted  ton  Committee  of  the  Whole  ilus 
day. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  Bmeitd- 
menls  proposed  by  tbe  Senate  to  the  Inll,  entitled 
'^An  act  further  to  alter  nod  estabhsh  eertniii  poet 
roads,  and  for  other  parpotcs:"  Whaeupoa, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amfendmenta,  togethex 
with  tbe  bill,  be  refened  to  the  Committee  on  dtc 
Post  Offioe  and  Post  Roads. 

A  message  from  theSenate  informed  the  House 
that  tbe  Senate  have  pained  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  establishing  trading-booses  with  the  Indian 
tribes,"  with  an  amendment}  to  which  tbey  dealrc 
the  conenrreoce  of  this  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act  establishing  a  Hint,  and  ng~ 
ukting  (he  coin*  of  the  United  Ststca,'*  vu  icad 
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Whole  lo-morrow. 

The  bill  kdi  from  the  Senate,  eotiiled  "An  meX 
«api)lGmeutBry  to  the  aet,  entitled  'Aa  act  fgr  aa- 
certaiDiD^  and  adiasting  the  titles  and  etairaa  Id 
land  vitbm  the  Terriiory  of  Orleans,  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Louisiana,"  was  read  twice,  and  lefened 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Tbe  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Wbole,  on  the  bill  makii^  appropriations  for 
carryii^  into  effect  a  treaty  with  tbe  Cbefokee 
tribe  of^Indians.  The  bill  was  reported  without 
amendment,  and  was  wdered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  oo  Saturday  next. 

Oa  tnotion  of  Mr.  Tabncm,  that  the  Honm  do 
«ome  to  Ibc  following  resolntion: 

Retried,  That  it  to  axpediant  to  make  purtmon, 
bj  law,  for  allowii^  Che  mOilarj  cwanaaasnta,  ap- 
pointed andw  an  act,  atithled  "An  act  for  «nttiiif 
Lonisiana  into  two  Tenilmiaa,  and  fnridiDK  tw  tba 
temponiy  Oo««nunant  Ihoraof,"  tkiea  monllM'  paf, 
after  the  t«iBS  fin  whkh  th^  wa«  appotntad  duiU 
faare  ezpbsd,  to  nmMa  tbam  to  retom  to  Ihab  wnral 
faranea.  Exoapt  aneb  of  them  —  shall  at  that  time 
have  been  appointad  to  aDma  athar  oflc*  under  ths 
GovanunenI  of  tba  UnitBd  Stalea,  in  the  Tanilmy  of 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  said  resolution,  and  passed  in  the  negaiiTe. 

Ordertd,  That  the  order  of  the  day,  lor  the 
House  to  reaolre  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  bill  supplemeniary  to  an  act, 
entitled  "Ad  act  more  effectuallv  to  provide  for 
the  organiza lion  of  the  militia  ot  the  District  of 
Columbia."  be  postponed  indefinildj. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  that  the  House  do  eome 
to  the  foUowing  resolnitoD; 

Saohed,  That  the  CteA  of  tht*  House  be  author' 
bod  and  directed  to  p«7,  out  of  the  continnnt  fn&d  of 
the  laid  House,  di*  som  of  two  hundrod  dtdhia  to 
Nathaniel  Gregorj  and  Samuel  Bnrch,  each, 
the  engToaaitiB  Cleib  in  his  office,  in  cousidar 
extra  ■erdeea  petformed  by  them  during  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  the  lilte  sum  haTbig  been  granted  to 
William  Lambert  and  Joaiah  W.  King,  the  oiha  ChAs 
wbossrvadindModleeafihe  aaid  Clerk  at  that  thne. 

Ordend,  That  the  said  moiion  lie  ob  the  uUe. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  supplementatf  to  the  act  providing 
Cor  a  Naval  Peace  Bstablisbment,  and  for  other 

Srpoee*;"  and,  aOer  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
imniltee  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit  agtin. 
POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 

Mr.  Clahk,  from  the  committee,  who  wen  ap- 
pointed on  the  21st  of  March,  to  inquire  into  the 
eoaduet  of  Qideon  Qranger,  Postmaster  Qeneral 
of  the  United  Statei^  and  report  whether,  in  their 
opinion,  the  said  Oideon  Granger  has  ao  acted,  in 
Itis  capaeit;  of  Poatmister  Oeneral,  as  to  require 
the  ioterpoiiiion  of  the  Cpnatiiutional  powers  of 
ihis  House,  submit  the  following  report: 

**  That  the  oommittaa,  wilhoat'  loss  of  tina,  Migaged 
in  the  datisi  amifoed  them,  and  have  made  some  [b«- 
gress  therein.  It  was  the  sbcare  dnre  of  the  oom- 
auiae  that  the  inquiry  dkouki  be  eooduded,  during  the 


of  tbe  witnanes,  whose  testimony  was  deemed  n 
sary,  and  the  approat^ng  doss  of  the  sesaion,  it  is 
faimd  impracticable.  WMIe  the  committee  regret  tlw 
sitOBttoa  of  a  public  officer  IsborinK  ondei  the  susm- 
dons  sppesrance  of  a  Constitutkmal  lootiny  into  & 
conduct,  yet  in  a  Ooremment  hke  ours,  where  wal«fa- 
folnev  of  men  In  office  is  the  smest  guaianlee  ct 

Iheprese — "^ '■'^-  "'    —    '■*     -       ■      • 

lie  mndi 


he  Ubei^  otQie  peojde,  the  pnU 
it  yield  thMT  fcelugs  to  the  get^ 


Inct,  than  the  snq)en- 
'"-*-  '"  -  aatis&clo^ 
Ihe  accuse^ 


an  houarable  saaifioe  to  tbe  freedma  of  ooi  ii 

**  That  a  hasty  and  piemaluTe  resnh  is  U 
siied  oDthejpait  of  an  officer  suppoited  by: 
naa*  of  tbe  mtegrily  of  his  condr  '  '"- 
sion  of  an  mqttiry  Uiat  may  ten 
raftilatioo  of  cbat(es,  which,  on  the  part 
are  affirmed  to  be  without  fanndaUon, 
have  no  hedtation  in  behering. 

"Justice  to  6m  pDhUe  as  well  as  to  the  iadividnd 
requires  a  thorough  investigstion,.whidk  is  found  to  be 
impoisiUe  before  the  final  adjonmmenL 

"The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  a  postpone 
ment  of  the  fhrther  inqniij  until  the  next  session  ef 
Congress." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

Tbe  biH  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  makins  provision  for  the  redemption  of  the 
whole  of  the  jmblic  debt  of  the  United  Butm,** 
was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Tallhadob  moved  to  poetpoiie  this  bill 
indefinitely,  and  supported  the  motion  in  aspeecb 
of  considerable  lengto, 

Mr.  J.  Clat  replied. 

When  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken — yeas  M 
Days  45,  and  the  motion,  consequently,  obtained. 

YiAs  Joseph  Barker,  Barnabas  BidweO,  Jobm 
Chaudae,  Matthew  Oay,  Fredsnek  Coniad,  Jaook 
CrawnhMhieU,  Riduid  Cntta,  Samoal  W.  Dana,  Bna 
Daiby,  Jrim  Davaiunrt,  jnaktr,  Jamaa  EUiat,  Caleb 
BlUs,  Ebensaer  ElMr,  Wilbaai  Slj,  William  Pindley, 
Jemas  Fkk,  John  Fowler,  QiailasQoldsboroaffh,  laai^ 
"     Habey,  Bath  Hastiaga,  David  Hough, 


Matthew  Ly<m,  Bobert  Marion,  J 
than  O.  Mosaly,  Jeremiah  Naboa,  Gideon  Oltn,  Tiat»> 
thy  Pitkin,  jaaioe,  J^m  Pngh,  Jomh  ^aiasj,  John 
Russell,  Thomas  Sammons,  Haitin  O.  Bdinnamsn, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry  Southard,  Samnel 
Tsggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenn^,  Darkl 
Thomas,  Thomss  W.  Thompson,  Urj  Tran,  Josanli 
B.  Tamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  Robert  WhilehilL 
Nats— Evan  Alsiaader,  WOUa  AMon,  jnn..  Bin- 
well  Bmeett,  George  M.  Bedtager,  John  BUce,  jaais^ 
Thomss  Blount,  Hobert  Brown,  Levi  Casey,  John 
Clalborae,  ChiisUphet  Clark,  Joaaph  Clay,  John  Clop- 
ton,  LeimBid  Covington,  John  Dawion,  Peter  Early, 
Jamee  M.  Gsmett,  Edwin  Gray,  John  Hamilton,  Da- 
vid Hotnes,  Michael  Leib,  Patnek  Magrader,  WiUiaia 
McCrseiy,  Nidxdse  B.  Moon,  ThsoMs  Moore,  Jen> 
miah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Roger  Netooa,  Thomas 
Kewloa,juo.,  John  Randol^  Thomaa  M.  Randolph, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  T 


Jacob  Sichards,  Pater  Sail!*,  Thomas  Sandfoid,  Joha 
Bsmuel    Smith,    Richsrd    Stsnfard,    Josn* 


1*,  Thomi 

_..     Richsrd    1 

Stanton,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  John  Whitehill,  Da« 
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DMy  on  StUt—Paf  tf  Witnmtet. 


Apni^iaob. 


.        Mri  Winn, 
■nd  loKph  WinMon. 

DUTIES  ON  SALT. 
Tbe  bill  lepealiog  the  acta  laying  duties  on  salt, 
wd  cootiDOio^  in  force,  for  ■  further  time,  the 
first  KclioD  of  the  act,  enlilled  "Ad  act  further 

eol«ct  the  commerce  and  Kamen  of  the  Uoiied 
Btes  agaiast  the  Barbary  Powcm,"  wa«  read  a 
third  time. 

Ur.  MABTBaa  moved  to  recommil  the  bill,  for 
Aeparpose  of  modifying  it*  dataili. 

Mr.  QciifCT  nipporied  the  motion ;  irhicli  w«t 
lost— aye*  37,  noes  49, 

When  the  yeas  and  nays  were  tttken  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill — yeas  84,  naya  11,  as  foltowa; 

YiAi — E*ui  AleiuiiUr,  Willi*  Aliton,  jud.,  Ibuc 
Aadenon,  Bnrwell  BmuU,  Georfe  M.  Bedingei,  John 
BUke,  Junior,  Thomu  filouot,  Robert  Binwn,  Levi 
Cuey,  John  Cbtudtei,  John  Claiborne,  Ctuiitophi 
Cluk,  JoMpb  Ckj,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Ja- 
cob CrowDiiuhield,  Bichud  CiilU,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
Zm  Darb;,  John  Daicoprnt,  Jnniar,  John  Dawioii, 
Eliaa  Earle,  Fetor  Early,  Jamei  Elliot,  Caleb  EUu, 
Ebeneier  Elmer,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppea,  Jamea 
Fidt,  Jamea  M.  Gamett,  ChailMI  GoUabomiigh,  Peter- 
■OD  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Grar,  Andrew  Gregg,  Silaa 
Balaey,  John  Hamilton,  Sand  Helmca,  David  Hoogh, 
J«hn  Q>  JackaMt,  John  Xiambrat,  Jaaegt  Lewia,  JBnhH-, 
VitnA  Hagmdar,  Hobert  Maiioii,  Thomaa  Hans, 
lennkh  Honow,  J»hu  Homw,  Jonathaa  O.  Moadj, 
Jeraaaiah  NalaoD,  Rogei  NdaoD,  Thomaa  Newton, 
taniar,  Gideon  Olin,  Timolhj  Fitkin,  jiinh>T,  John 
T^iajti,  Jonah  Quincy,  John  Raadolph,  Thomaa  M. 
Bandolph,  John  lUa  of  PennajlTania,  Jacob  Rich- 
aida,  TboDua  SammODSi  Thomaa  Bandford,  Martin  G. 
SehanmDan,  Jame*  Sloan,  John  Smilie.  John  Smith, 
Samnel  Smith,  Henry  Sootliard,  Richard  Btanfcrd,  Jo- 
Mph  Stanton,  Samsel  Tiggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadgc, 
Samuel  Tanney,  David  Thomas,  inul^i  R.  Thompaon, 
Tlwmaa  W.  ThMnpsra.Ahnm  Trin,  Ulian  K.  Van 
Henanlaor,  JoBepli  B.  Tanim,  Pelc«  Wadnwrth, 
Kobert  WliStaUll,  David  R.  WiUaui,  Marwad^e 
WilHama,  AleKaadar  Waaoa,  RiAaid  Winn,  and  Jo- 
an^ Winaton. 

Hat*— Joaedi  BaAar,  Jrta  Fowlor,  laalah  B.  Gieen, 
Michael  Leib,  Matthew  Lym,  Joaiab  Marfan,  WiUian 
MeCrewy,  Nicbolaa  S.  Moera,  John  Rtaaw^,  Pator 
BiiOy,  and  Uii  Tnaj. 

PAT  Of  WITNESSES. 

Tha  House  ag&in  resolved  itself  into  a  Commil- 
tM  of  the  Whole,  on  iha  bill  sent  from  tbe  Senate, 
mtitled  "An  act  tnalciog  proviiioa  for  the  com- 
yuiaation  of  vritoesEee  who  attended  the  trial  of 
the  impeachment  of  Samuel  Chase."  Tbe  bill 
ma  repotted  with  an  amen  dm  en  t[  thereto. 

The  House  proceeded  lo  eouaidef  the  said 
■meadment,  and  the  same  being  again  icad,  as 
fctlows : 

Afier  tbe  word  "  Mmmoned,"  in  tbe  second 
Kne  of  the  first  section,  insert  "  on  the  part  of  the 
RoDse  of  Repreaeatatives,"  was,  on  tbe  question 
pot  iherenpon,  agreed  to  by  the  Hoase — yeas  SI, 
says  40, as  follows: 

Tiji — l*8«c  Aodenon,  BnrweH  Baaactt,  George  M. 
fiadmger,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Robert  Brown,  Levi  Ciu;, 
John  Cbandltf ,  Jouph  Clay.  Mit^ew  Clay,  Frederick 
Conrad,  LeoQaid  Covington,  EUas  Baria,  Ebeneier 


Elmo,  John  W.  ^ipaa.  WilUam  rimSaj,  Jamaa  M. 
Gamett,  BdwinOrav,Andnw  Gregg,  laaiah  L.Cf«w, 
aaas  Salaey,  John  Hamittoo,  David  Holmea,  lUaal 
Laib,  PatJdck  Mafmdsi,  Joaiah  Mast«n,  Ni<^iit»S. 
Mooic,  Jeraniah  Morrow,  John  Honow,  R<w«r  Nehsa, 
Gideon  Olin,  John  Po^  John  Randol^ii  John  Bea^ 
Pennsylvania,  Jidin  Ithea  of  Tenneaana,  Tluaaaa  Sea- 
mons,  Thranaa  Sandford,  Jamea  Sloan,  John  Smil^ 
John  Smith.  Samuel  Smith,  Henrr  Sonthaid,  Joacpt 
Stanton,  Fhilip  R.  ThompMtn,  Abram  Trigg,  Ja«i£ 
B.  Vamnm,  John  Whitchill,  Robert  WliitehtIL  Hvtii 
R.  Williams,  Aleianiler  WUmd,  and  Joaoph  Wiuton, 

Nil* — Willii  Alston,  jnn.,  SHaa  Betton,  BamaliM 
Bid  well,  Thomas  Blount,  John  Clubome,  ChfBlO)4a- 
Clark,  John  Clopt<m,  Jacob  CrowmnAidd.  Kihaid 
Calta,  J«hnD>venpa(t,1nn.,  JohnDaw  ~  " 

William  Ek,  Chailea  aotdri>«toi«h.  men 

rn,Sadi  HaatJi^s,  David  Hough,  Joint  G. 


man.  Samnal  T wart,  I     ,      .._    

Tenner,  Dnvid  Thoaaa,  Uri  Tibct,  PUIb  rian  C(vt> 
lMd^  KiUtan  K.  Van  BenrndaoT,  Pd^Wad 


ManMdohe  WiUtaM,  and  Nathan  WillMBa. 

The  bill,  as  nmoBded,  wm  thea  rend  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

Fhidat,  April  18. 

Mr.  TiOMAS,  from  the  Committte  on  the  Pod 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  were  referred, 
yesterday,  tbe  amendnieiits  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fanher  lo  aliet 
Bod  establish  certain  post  roads,  and  for  other 
purpoMs,"  made  a  r^rt  thereon;  which  was 
reaa  and  considered:  Wbereupon, 

Xaolved,  That  this  House  do  agree  lo  the  firs^ 
second,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  eighth,  ninth,  lenih^ 
eleventh,  twelrtb,  thirteenth,  aad  foorieeaih  of  the 
•aid  nmendineot*. 

Raolvtd,  That  this  HooM  do  agree  to  the  thu4 
of  ibe  Mid  aoMndmenta,  with  an  amwdmcaL 

RtMited,  That  this  Hoasc  do  disagree  to  the 
sarenth  of  the  said  ancndmenU. 

A  meSMga  fram  the  Senate  informed  the  Hosm* 
that  tbe  Senate  have  passed  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  fortifyiog  tbe  ports  and  harhon  of  tbe 
United  Statea,  and  for  building  gnaboan,"  with 
an  amendnoent;  to  which  they  deahe  itr  oonear- 
of  this  House:  Also,  the  bilL  eaiitled  "An 
act  making  approjNiatioB  for  carrying  iata  effect 
a  treaty  between  the  United  Sute*  and  Chiek»- 
SBW  tribe  of  Indians,"  with  aa  amendment;  to 
which  the;r  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  Bome: 
And  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  atnead,  in  the 
eases  therein  mentioned,  the  act  to  r^olate  tbe 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  with 
several  amendments;  to  which  ihey  desire  the 
concDrrence  of  this  House. 

ige  from  tbe  Senate  ioforraed  the  Bouw 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  ameadmvDts  pro- 
posed by  (his  House  to  the  bill  seat  from  the  Sen- 
ate, entitled  "An  act  making  prorision  for  tie 
compensation  of  witnesses  who  attended  the  iria! 
of  Ibe  impeachment  of  Samuel  Chase,"  asdi^K 
a  conference  with  this  House  on  the  snbjeet-mat- 


DigitizcdbyGOOglC 


HISTORY  OP  CONORfiSS. 


1070 


OrganizaHan  of  the  ItSUtia. 


H.  orR. 


ter  ot  the  Mid  amend  men  [b;  to  which  conrerence 
'  they  have  appointed  managera  on  their  part. 
ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  MrLITIA. 
Mr.  Vabmcm. — Mr.  Speaket :  It  will  be  recol- 
lected bv  the  Hoase,  that  eariy  in  the  senion,  that 
girt  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uailed 
rales,  of  the  third  of  December  last,  which  re- 
lates to  the  clBMification  and  organization  of  the 
militia,  and  totheaugmentationof  our  land  forces, 
was  referred  to  the  connderatioD  of  a  seteet  com- 
mittee. Several  other  sabjects  relatiTe  to  the 
physical  strength  of  the  nation  have,  snbsequent 
to  that  time,  bwa  referred  to  the  same  committee. 
They  have  attentively  considered  the  several  sob- 
jeots  referred  to  them,  and  hare  reported  to  the 
House  the  result  of  their  deliberation  on  each  of 
them.  The  suspeasionof  a  report  on  the  sobject 
of  onr  land  forces  to  this  time,  has  necessarily 
been  occasioned  from  the  nature  of  the  reference. 
That  subject  was  submitted  to  the  committee  in 
the  words  of  the  Meesage,  which  are  as  ibjlows : 
"Whether  it  will  be  necessary  to  at^^meoi  our 
'  land  forces  will  be  decided  by  occurrences  pro- 
'  bably  in  the  eotirse  of  your  seraioD."  Hence  the 
comtDtUee  have  defened  their  report  to  this  time, 
with  «  view  that  it  might  be  made  coincident 
with  the  existing  state  of  our  country,  at  the 
close  of  the  session,  in  conformity  with  the  prin- 
cipJes  oa  which  the  labjeet  was  submitted. 

But,  sir,  at  a  time  when  the  great  Powers  of 
Europe  are  engaged  in  war,  devastation,  and 
bloodshed,  and  at  a  period  when  there  are  subjects 
of  difference  existing  between  the  United  Slates 
and  several  of  the  EluropeaD  Powers,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  state  to  the  Houk,  the  outlines 
of  the  phyrical  st^ngth  of  the  country,  whh:h 
may  be  drawn  into- operation,  in  case  of  an  inva- 
sion by  any  foreign  nation ;  which  view  of  the 
stibjccl  has  induced  the  committee  to  make  ibe 
leport  now  submitted  to  you.  And,  sir,  in  order 
to  exhibit  in  its  true  point  of  Iigh^  the  present 
slrengtb  of  the  United  States,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  take  a  cursory  view  of  tb^  situation  of 
the  United  Stales  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Revolutionary  war  with  Oreat  Britain,  and  the 
important  stand  which,  in  that  situation,  was 
made  agaiuEt  the  strong  arm  of  Qreat  Britain.  I 
will  Chen  state  to  you,  in  a  concise  manner,  some  of 
the  present  means  of  defence  within  the  power  of 
the  United  Slates ;  and  leave  it  to  the  House  to 
draw  the  contrast,  between  our  situation  for  de- 
fence Bt  that  lime,  and  at  the  present  time. 

At  the  commeQcemeni  of  insl  war,  ibe  people 

of  the  United  States  were  subjects  of  Qreat  Brit- 

I     ain ;  they  were  in  a  state  of  disorganization.    I 

luUeve  tnere  wasnotssinglecompaDy  of  themil- 

r      itia  under  legal  organization ;  you  had  no  etand- 

I      fng  army.    There  had  been  a  kind  of  organization 

under  the  recommendation  of  illegal  associa lions. 

I     in  a  part  of  the  Union  ;  but  no  commissions  h— * 

,      been  inmed.    One  class  of  yonr  citizens  were 

■  much  attached  to  royal  government  that  they 

■  either  withheld  their  aid  from  the  canse  of  the 
(  country,  or  went  over  to  the  enemy  and  fought 
,      against  as;  there  were  another  class  who  from 


peconiary  views  took  side  on  the  part  of  the  Brit- 
'-^.  and  armed  themselves  against  the  country;. 
..  ;nird  class  were,  from  apprehensions  of  feeling 
the  weight  of  British  vengeance  incase  the  coun- 
try should  be  conquered,  induced  to  take  part  on 
the  side  of  the  enemy  ;  and  a  foorth  class,  frotn 
conseieniiDus  scruples  as  to  the  justice  of  oppoa- 
iag  their  King,  were  induced  to  withdraw  tneii 
aia  from  the  cause  of  their  country.  These  sev*- 
eral  classes  of  opponents  were  very  numerous  ioi 
some  of  the  States,  and  snch  were  the  arrang»' 
meiKs  of  the  country  at  that  time,  as  to  permit 
them  to  take  the  side  they  chose  without  even 
branding  them  with  the  appellation  of  traitors. 
The  whole  popnlatton  of  the  coaniry  did  noi  con- 
sist of  more  than  BjSOO,000  souls.  Thus,  sir,  did 
those  Da triots,  who  justly  appreciated  the  blesaing[a 
of  a  tree  Qovernment,  put  their  lives,  and  then 
all  at  stake,  to  procure  ror  themaetrenand  for  po»> 
lerily  the  blessings  of  independence  and  free  gor- 
ernment,  in  opposition  to  a  large  portion  of  tneir 
countrymen,  and  the  whole  force  of  the  British 
nation.  It  is  well  known  by  those  gentlemen 
who  were  on  the  sta^e  of  action  at  that  time,  that 
the  means  for  carrying  on  a  war,  then  in  posses- 
sion of  the  people,  were  very  small.  We  wem 
almost  entirely  destitute  of  cannon  ;  very  few  of 
the  fire-arms  were  such  as  are  ceoerally  consid- 
ered the  best  calculated  for  defence  against  an 
enemy :  they  were  fire-arms  'generally  used  b^ 
hunters,  and  most  of  them  without  bayonets:  we 
bad  very  little  powder  or  ball  in  the  country.  In 
this  UDpromisiDg  situation  of  our  country,  eoin- 
mencedthe  Revolntionary  war  with  Great  BriN 
ain.  Bot  these  gloomy  prospects  did  not  prevent 
Ibe  people  from  pursuing  their  object.  At  tha 
firal  battle,  on  (be  ISib  day  of  April,  1775,  the  Brit- 
irii  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  more  than  three 
times  the  numbet  killed  and  wounded  on  the  side 
of  the  Americans.  At  the  battle  of  Bunker's 
one  thousand  five  hundred  American  militia 
twice  repelled  three  ihousandBritlafa  regulars,  and 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  defeated  them  ulti- 
mately, bad  not  their  ammunition  been  exhausted 
soon  after  the  British  made  the  third  attack.  When 
the  British  enteied  the  flimsy  works  which  thej 
had  thrown  up  the  night  before,  not  having  bar- 
onets, they  were  obliged  to  fight  them  with  the 
batts  of  tbeit  muskets,  and  finally  kilted  and 
wounded  more  than  one  thousand  three  hundred 
before  they  began  tbeir  retreat.  The  English 
opened  tbe  campaign  of  1776,  with  sixty  thousand 
reguhr  troops,  including  seventeen  thousand  Ger- 
mans, probably  with  an  idea  of  completing  the 
subjugation  of  the  country  that  summer;  bnt  ih« 
intrepidity  of  the  American  patriots  convinced 
them  of  tbeir  mistake;  our  principles  were  de> 
fepded ;  and  the  famous  battle  of  Trenton  closed 
the  operations  of  the  year.  The  battle  of  Prince- 
ton soon  succeeded;  and  in  the  same  month, 
General  Dickinson,  with  a  party  of  New  Jersey 
militia,  after  crossing  a  river,  in  that  inclement 
seasoo  of  the  year,  wnere  the  water  was  up  to  the 
middle  of  the  men,  attacked  an  equal  number  of 
British  troops,  beat  and  entirely  routed  them. 
In  the  year  1777,  many  memorable  battles  vrtte 
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ioD^bt,  in  the  Middle  and  Nortbeio  Butee.  ii 

■which,  lakiog  tbem  aiiosether,  the  pBtrioU  nac 

jcb  the  sdvaotage.    The  whole  of  Burgofoe'i 


»naj,  consistiog  of  more  ihao  10,000  men'was 
billed  or  takeopriiODers.  ThebBtlleelBenoing- 
Xoo,  fought  entirely  by  militia,  and  commanded  by 
ji  militia  g^eneral  on  tbe  side  of  the  Aioericant, 
jnutt  remain  on  the  pages  of  bi«tory  at  an  indeli- 
Ue  mark  of  fortitude  and  patriotism,  en  the  char- 
•eiere  of  those  heroes  who  fought  and  conquered 
on  that  day.  Id  1778  happened  the  famous  bat- 
tle of  Monmouth.  Tbus,sii,thepstriolsaf  Ameri- 
ca, without  allies,  baffled  ine  most  strenuous  at- 
tacks  of  tbe  whole  British  nation,  aided  by  17.000 
foreign  mercenaries,  for  more  than  three  years. 
After  that  period  we  had  tbe  aid  of  France,  which 
no  doubt  hastened  tbe  close  of  tbe  war,  and  which 
cannot  fail  to  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance 
by  all  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  cause  of  the 
Rerolution  from  proper  principles.  Many  impor- 
tant cDgagements  in  the  Southern  States  clearly 
maniresled  the  prowess  of  the  militia  in  that  part 
of  the  Uoion.  And,  sir,  by  the  exertion  of  those 
who  dared  to  put  at  defiance  ever^  danger,  in  sup- 
port of  the  cause  of  God  and  tbetr  country,  we  do 
now.  by  tbe  bleuinsof  Heaven^  enjoy  the  ines 
tnable  privileges  ofHibeTty  and  independence. 

Now,  sir,  let  us  take  a  cursorT  Tiew  of  the  pre*- 
enl  means  of  defence  wiihio  the  eontroi  oi  tbe 
OoTernmeni  of  lh%  United  Stales.  Tbe  produc- 
tions of  the  fiscal  arraogemeota  of  the  Oovern- 
ment,  and  the  facility  with  which  those  prodno- 
tioDs  have  been  placed  in  your  treBsury,  afiford 
atriking  evidence  of  the  wealth  of  your  citizeni, 
Kod  their  sbiljty  to  yield  itMt  pecuniary  aid  which 
will  enable  the  Goremment  to  pat  in  operation 
■nr  measures  of  defence  which  may  be  necoMary. 

The  United  States  are  now  composed  of  mora 


tb«D6,0OD,OM  inhabitants ;  yoahsTeRggiitwr 
ized  Slate  Oovernments,  and  «r  HutgHc^ 
eral  Go  rem  men  t,  calculated  loetU  ioiDo;Fq 
all  the  resources  of  the  nation,  vhtnTJuiuf 
the  people  may  reqaireit.  ThenireioiiLii 
ted  States,  of  free  white  male  cittztOLlm 
the  ages  oi  sixteen  andfony-fiTe,S71^pRa 

The  Greneral  QovemmeDt pastediliriiil 
for  organizing  tbe  militia  of  lbs  Uniiri  Star 
nnder  that  law,  the  militia  hsvehMntonudis 
divisions,  brigadeo,  regiraeuia,  and  cHfus; 
these  several  corps  b«ve  baea  (dBccttl  ukv 
State  Governments,  agreeably  to  ibeiima/ 
the  law  of  tbe  United  State*.  8«,iir,n: 
in  the  United  Slates  a  militia, coopitMiti. 
ieed  and  officered, eensistiDgoTacnikNiw* 
men.  And,  sit,  in  order  ta  show  ikccoapon 
EtreDotk,  and  mon  narticnlariy  tbe  mfmit 
laodule  exertioiuof  each  Slalt,t*H«i*il» 
selves  with  the  means  of  deTenei^  1  wliM 
patience  of  the  Honsck  triiiti  I  wsiiiiiiMi 
the  numbers  of  cBrolied  militit  iiaclStt 
with  the  prominent  implennn  olw*  dv 
bends.  In  doing  this,  I  •hallstaKtkmta'l 
major  generaU  commanding  dinm^l^nB* 
her  of  lirigadier  generals  cammi^  ^^ 
tbe  number  of  lieutenaDt  etdoatbMa^W, 
commanding  regiments,  the  nnate ofini™^ 
the  number  of  cavalry,  and  the  Habri/iMBiiT' 
including  officers  in  each  8tsie,ikt  h»b  nl 
field  artillery,  the  number  of  SrttKV''''' 
her  of  boroemen's  sabre*  andiuli^w^V^- 
tity  of  fowder  and  balls.  I  jSill  ioi*M|i*» 
nor  articles  of  equipment;  but  wiB  "'!^l* 
erally,  that  the  supply  of  these irttdn."'"'' 
merous  than  those  which  I  shall  mt  it*'*': 

[Mr.  Vakhdm  here  offered  to  tbe  HowA<» 
focmation  exhibited  in  the  follo«ii«i>*J 
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Rots.— From  HuTl*ad,I>«Unn,OlMiw,l/nWuM,iikd  Htohlitn,  than  tit  ta  gat 
•MUlnrtou,  unlrr,  uU  ]<iUauy.tiiMai\Mtti>MMrTtMai,ttMMl»i  a  3lLiao,utd  tituid 

■InatD  Dalimre,  of  itia  Bina  dHuipikiD  of  tn»u,  e,<Xn,  and  ].ua  niiikMiiiiul  rIdH.    ' 
srnli7,  ud  loluiiy,  sod  187^18  mMkau  ud  Tlllsa^  tnr  ill  Ihs  SUM  ud  Tonlioritt  bk 
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And  here,  air,  permit  me  to  obcerre,!!!  rtgud 
to  the  Bute  which  I  have  the  honor  to  repteieat 
in  part  on  tbii  floor,  ihst  by  a  law  of  the  State 
eaon  town  is  compelled  to  be  constantly  provided 
with  a  qoanlily  of  powder,  batjs,  aiM  flints,  at 
leut  equal  to  ooe  pound  of  powder,  three  ponndi 
of  balls,  aod  three  flints,  to  each  man  enrolled  in 
the  militia;  also,  a  proportionate  quantity  of  en- 
trenehiag  tools ;  this  tovn  stock  i«  placed  under 
the  care  of  the  lelectmen  of  their  respectire 
towns,  and  the  brigade  inspeclors  are  by  law  also 
made  inspectors  of  the  town  stock  witfain  their 
reapeetive  brigades.  If  any  defect  is  suffered  by 
the  towns,  the  intpectors  are  boand  to  report  i(  to 
■  county  court,  and  socb  deficient  town  is  sub- 
jected to  a  heavf  penalty.  Add  then  the  town 
stock  of  ammnnilion  to  that  in  the  hands  of  Indi' 
Tiduals  of  the  militia,  and  it  will  be  foond  (bat  in 
that  State  alone  there  ia  more  than  forty  toiu  of 
powder,  and  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty 
tons  of  leaden  balls,  constantly  kept  in  readiness 
for  public  oae  in  defence  of  our  rights.  It  is  also 
a  fitct,  tbai  seTeral  other  States  bave  public  stocks 
of  ammunition,  but  in  what  quaaiities  I  have  not 
had  an  opportunity  to  procure  the  means  of  as- 
eertaintng. 

The  artillerists  and  tbe  caralry,  as  veil  as  a 
great  proportion  of  tbe  infantry,  in  Massacbuielts, 
are  in  complete  clotb  uniform,  and  this,  together 
with  the  fire-arras  and  other  equipments,  each  in- 
dividual has  ptovided  at  hia  own  expense.  Many 
of  the  officers  hooored  with  important  commands 
in  the  militia  of  Massachusetts,  are  tnen  who  hare 
seen  serrice ;  they  are  men,  sir,  who  dated  to  step 
forth  in  defence  of  their  country  at  times  vhieo 
tried  men's  souls;  they  bave  seen  the  glorious 
effects  of  their  exertions,  and  feel  the  importance 
of  order  and  discipline  in  the  militia;  llie  spirit 
of  diseiplioe  acquired  in  the  Rerolaiioaary  war 
has  been  diffused  among  the  militia,  and  a  land- 
able  spirit  of  emntatiou  pervades  every  eorps ; 
they  are  eom^trat  to  the  performance  of  any 
evolution  requisite  in  the  science  of  tactics,  even 
in  the  field  of  action,  and  are  at  all  times  readvto 
pnt  their  lives  in  Jeopardy  in  defence  of  our  lib- 
erty, independence,  and  Government,  aninst  the 
invasion  of  any  foreign  enemy,  or  the  violence  of 
any  inlemal  usurpation. 

Many  gentlemen  who  were  acquainted  with 
service  in  the  Revolutionary  war  now  hold  im- 
portant ofice*  in  the  militia — in  several  of  tbe 
States  to  my  own  knowledge,  and  I  presume  this 
is  the  case  in  a  grealei  or  less  degree  in  all  the 
Sutes. 

Military  dlMipline  ii  making  rapid  progress  ia 
many  of  the  States. 

In  justice  to  Pennsylvania  it  is  prop»  to  state 
that  it  is  said  that  the  return  of  fire-arms  eihibiied 
are  comprised  of  thoea  only  which  have  been  dis- 
tributed among  the  militia  at  the  expense  of  the 
State,  and  that  a  ^reat  proportion  of  the  militia 
in  that  Slate  are  in  possession  of  fire-arms,  hut 
from  some  unknown  cause  they  have  not  been 
returned.  The  same  observation,  it  is  believed, 
will  apply  in  a  considerable  degree  to  tbe  State 
of  Virginia.    From  tbe  beat  information  I  have 


been  able  U>  obtain,  I  bave  no  doubt  that  there 
are  many  thousand  of  fire-arms  in  the  United 
States,  equal  to  many  of  those  with  which  we 
commenced  the  KevolutioDBry  war,  which  have 
not  been  returned.  The  States  of  Maryland  and 
Delaware  have  made  no  return ;  but  1  have  en- 
deavored  to  avoid  exaggeration  in  their  Dumben 
and  equipments. 

Sir,  in  addition  to  the  force  and  implements  of 
defence  which  I  have  named,  you  have  in  tha 
Army  of  the  United  Sutes  men,  officers  in- 
eluded     3,346 

la  tbe  marine  corps,  who  are  liable  to  do 

duty  on  land  as  well  as  sea  -        -       >       650 

Making  a  regular  land  force  of  -  -  3,806 
I  had  the  honor,  sir,  early  in  the  session  iq  re- 
port a  hill  for  detaching  from  the  militia  100.000 
men  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  marcn  at 
a  moment's  warnings  whenever  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  think  it  necessary  j  thta 
bill  has  been  passed  into  a  law,  and  is  calculated 
to  lessen  the  inconvenience  of  marching  the 
whole  of  tbe  militia  from  anv  one  section  of  the 
Union,  if  an  invasion  should  lake  piece.  Ton 
have,  sir,  ia  tbe  public  magazines,  the  property 
of  the  Cnited  Slates,  in  addition  to  the  cannon 
provided  for  the  navy  and  those  in  the  forts  and 
forlifications  on  your  extensive  seacoast  aod  fron- 
liers,  1,400  iron  cannon  of  difi'ereni  calibers,  and 
500  bras*  cannon  of  different  calibers.-  In  iha 
same  deposits  you  bave  118,197  moskets,  with 
bayonets,  and  rifles,  At  for  use,  and  12,000  which 
need  some  small  repairs,  1.963  pairs  of  pistols, 
500,000  pounds  of  gunpowder,  500  tona  of  salt- 
pette,  and  sufficient  quantity  of  snipbnt  to  mix 
with  it  in  the  nannfactory  o'f  it  into  gunpowder ; 
and  yon  have  all  kinds  of  balls,  shot,  and  shelly 
in  abundance.  I  have  aLw  bad  the  honor  to  pre- 
sent to  the  House,  from  the  same  committee  who 


have  directed  me  to  make  the  report  now  before 
yon,  a  proposition  for  extending  the  manulactuce 
of  nie-arms,  as  far  as  the  capacity  of  the  present 


armories  of  tbe  United  States  will  permit,  which 
has  been  agreed  to,  and  appropriations  bave  been 
made  for  carrying  the  proposition  into  effect ; 
from  that  source  yon  will  add  U,000  sUnds  of 
fire-arms  to  your  stock  annually. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  given  vou  a  cursory  state- 
ment of  the  weak  antTdiritled  situation  of  oui 
country  at  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution' 
ary  war  with  Qreal  Britain,  and  have  mentioned 
somethiu{[  of  the  prowess  of  the  patriots  of  thoep 
times,  which  baffled  their  exertions  and  produced 
our  independence  ;  and  I  have  stated  in  contrast 
the  DQtlines  of  the  present  strength  of  tbe  United 
States  and  their  means  of  defence.  And  it  may 
be  said  without  exaggeration  that  the  difference 
is  iocalcnlable.  Will  any  man,  who  knew  any- 
thing of  the  state  of  the  country  at  that  period, 
and  of  the  stand  which  wat  made  against  tbe 
whole  sireo^h  of  the  British  nation  which  was 
bronghl  against  ns,  and  whose  ideas  of  the  present 
strength  and  prowess  of  the  United  Stales  are  not 
entirely  local,  pretend  to  insinuate  that  we  are 
not  in  a  eapactty  to  contend  for  our  most  impov 
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tvntnktionalrigfatal  If  at  that  time  we  were  kble 
to  meet  aod  defeat  the  armies  of  Qreat  Britain, 
with  what  kind  of  prospect  can  aof  nalion  assail 
D«  at  this  lime?  With  thia  view  of  tbe  sabjeet 
th«  commillee  hare  sabmilted  the  report  before 
you;  tbe  House  will  judge  of  its  correctneis.  1 
am  well  aware  that  should  we  be  loTotTFd  io  a 
war  with  a  naitoa  which  might  hare  it  in  her 
power  to  pour  in  upon  a  remote  part  of  out  ler- 
titorv  a  targe  number  of  troops,  and  should  so  do, 
and  Keep  poueasion  for  any  lenelh  of 
armr  during  the  coatiauaace  of  such 
migai  be  oeceasary;  but  at  pceseat  this  is  not  to 
be  expected,  and  unlets  we  ahonld  be  iavolred  in 
a  war,  I  am  uoable  to  see  an;  necessity  of  aug- 
menting out  standing  army,  aod  hope,  therefore, 
that  the  report  wilt  meet  the  approltatioD  of  the 

Mr.  Vabnum  then  rabmitted  a  report,  which 
waa  referred  to  a  Commillee  of  the  Whole  to- 

NAVAL  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  WhaleJoQ  tbe  bill  in  addiiion  to  an  act 
eoltlted  "An  act  supplementary  to  itie  'Act  pro- 
viding for  the  Naval  Peace  Esiabliahmenl,  and 
for  other  purposes.  The  bill  was  reported  with 
several  ameodmeDts  thereto. 

Tbe  House  proceeded  ID  consider  the  said  bill, 
when  the  first  section  thereof  being  again  read, 
in  tbe  words  faltowipg,  to  wil: 

"That  the  second  and  fiiurth  sactiaBi  of  'An  sot 
providing  fbi  a  Naval  P6ac«  EstabUtbment,  and  fof 
other  purposes,'  be,  and  the  ■ami  areheiebjrrcpsaled." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  David  R.  Willum, 
and  -the  question  beiD^  put  to  amend  the  same,  ta; 
stxikiog  out  in  the  first  line  thereof,  tbe  words' 
"aod  (ourtL"  it  passed  in  tha  negative—yeas  37, 
nays  52,  as  follows : 

Y»it — Bvsn  Alexsadn,  David  Bsrd.  Ovtrge  M. 
BadiagCT,  Cfaristapbn  Clark,  Joasph  Chj,  Matthew 
Clay,  Jahii  CkipMi,  Laonard  Oovrngton,  Ssmnsl  W, 
Dana,  John  Davenpwt,  juaiot,  Peter  E^y,  Jaraea  El- 


I^ib,  JoHph  Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  Marion,  ThomM 
Mooie,  John  Morrow,  Joaathau  O.  HosaJy,  Gidewt 
OUn,  John  Handolph,  Thomas  Samraons,  Thomas 
Sandfqrd,  Martin  G.  Sehuneman.  John  Smith,  Samnel 
Smith,  Richard  Suaford,  Philip  R.  Thompsan,  Abrsm 
Trigg,  Da.id  R.  Williami,  and  Aleianiier  Wilson. 

NiTS— Willis  Alston,  junior,  Burwcll  Banett,  Bar- 
aabas  Bidwetl,  John  Btske,  juoioi,  1'homas  Blount, 
George  W,  Camjibell,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne, 
Jacob  Crowninehteld,  Richanl  Cutti,  Ezra  Darby,  John 
Dawson,  Ebenraer  Elmer,  William  Ely,  Chariei  Golds- 
bonwigh,  Andrew  Qiegg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  SQaa  Hal- 
•ey,  Selh  Hastings,  DbtM  Hough,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Patrick  MagTodn,  Jomab  Masters,  William  McCree- 
ly,  Nichobw  R.  Moors,  JeranUb  Nelson,  Rt^r  Nel- 
•Mi,  TboDUB  Newton,  junior,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junuir, 
John  Pngh,  Joaiah  Qniocy,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
John  Russell,  Peter  Soilly,  James  Sloan,  John  Snulia, 
Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Talloiadge,  Samuel  Tenn^,  David  Thomas, 
Uii  Tiacy,  KiUisn  E.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Var- 


nnn,  Pelag  Wadswwfli.  Jriin  WhiWlifl,  Bthntk 
hill,  Maimadake  Williams,  Ntihu  WUibU 
ard  Wian,  and  Joseph  Winaton. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mt.  Ckv 
SHIELD,  and  the  quesiioD  being  pal  Wi 
amend  the  said  bill  by  sflding  tncreUimi 
tioo,  in  tbe  words  following,  to  wit: 

"Sac.  4.  And  be  it  farOtr  auidd.'^it 
not  erceading  three  hundred  dioosuid  Miniti 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  sf^mpiisted,  linili i 
Preodent  of  the  Untted  Btauaie  auwukUn 
trigates  for  Ae  Nav;^  of  the  United  8liU,tiqi 
the  [daea  of otheia  vriuehhavfl  been  loria  caW:' 

It  passed  in  the  n^atire— yen  t3,  imili 
fellows: 

TiAs — Joseph  Barker,  8iIssBMtiii,GDi^K 
well,  John  Blake,  jmiior,  Jscob  CrammMt  U 
•rd  Cutis,  Sanael  W.  Dana.  Jobs  IhtafM,v. 
John  Dawson,  James  ElKot,  CaM>  niivnaE^ 
Charles  GoUsbanHigh,IsaishL.flneB.Mi«(t 
David  Hough,  John  O.  Jackmt,  Jonb  I<n^ 
MaUbewLyMi,pMii(]k  Hagnri9,)MtllMsin 
liam  HeCreery,  Nm^oIm  R.  HMN,JMlaaJb 
sly,  Jaiamlah  NeiMm,  Bogw  NdioB.n«I"M> 
jT^  Timothy  Pitlda,  jr^  Jesish  Qio^.IVhK 
Randolph,  John  Russell,  Petei  S>%,  n»» 
mons,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjaais  "M^*^ 
Tenney,  David  Thomas^  Tbotusi  If.  11«'V*  " 
Tracy,  Klllian  K.  Van  RensselawH'S  ^»» 
Peleg  Wadeworth,  and  Nathan  WSs* 

Nin-Evan  Alexander,  WaSi  W* Fi>" 
Anderson,  Dsvid  Bard,  George  H.Biiwl™' 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Levi  Cuej,  l*"  ™i 
John  Claiborne,  Chriitophet  Clut  Wi«!'" 
IhewClay,  John  Clopton,  LeoMrfCtnap*" 
Dartiy,  Peter  Eaity,  EbeneMr  Elmer,  »*' V 
Jmea  M.  OamMt,  Edwin  Gray,  AalR*u^ 
Hakiy,  David  Holmes,  WsUat  JoWiWr^ 
Mcbael  Laib,  Robert  MariMi,  ThM.  ^JTZ 
Momnr,  John MMiDW.OMeoDltti.Jw'V^ 
8and(^,  John  Bw  of  PeniwlM»,.J*^ 
Tenneuee,  IltODBa  Saadfind.  K^^'T^ 
James  moan,  JtdiD  emilie,  Jo^S^"?^ 
Henry  Southard,  Richard  Staefcrt  «^^ 
PhUip  R.  Thomiswn,  Alwam  Tii«I,  J""*^ 
Robert  Whilehill,  David  R.  WiUiwi* J^ 
WUhams,  Alexander  Wilsen,  Ridi»rf  "* 
■eph  Winston.  \  .^ 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.Ui^'j;, 
question  boiitg  put  further  toimfB'l'K'a 
by  striking  out,  iit  the  fifth  aod  uni  ^»' 
third  section  thereof,  the  Torda  F'"™i5 
nine  masters  commandaat,  >erenlf'<*° 

And  debate  arising  thereon,  a  ^'^^j^. 
Question  on  the  said  motionw**,'*"*  ^, 
.Blodnt  :  WherpupoD,  the  qnwoo"  "^^ 
striking  out  the  first  member  of  llic  ^<^^ 
taining  tbe  words  " ihirieea MP"!"'' fj^j: 
in  the  negative— yeas  37,  nay  "".  "J"    ^ 

YiA»-.4«uc  Anderww,  Oeerp  *  wfSf, 
Ca«y,  John  Cbaadler,  CtoisMP"*  ''"t^  ^ 
Matthaw  Clay,  John  GlepWa,  ^^J^» 
ter  Bariy,  Jaie.  EUiol,  CM>  ^^^J' 
John  W.  Gppes,  James  M-O*™""'?!!]*'!' 
Hamilton,  tKd  Holmes.  Waller  i'^fgf 


bwl,  Michael  Leib,  'Jlxwiiae  lb>m» 


ZSi", 
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ohn  Morrow,  Otdeon  Olin,  John  Randotpli,  John  Res 
'f  P^nnsylvKTiia,  Tfaomu  Bammons,  ThotQU  Sandforil, 
ifarttn  G.  Scbaneniaii,  BamuBl  Smith,  Richard  Stan- 
>rd,  Phtlio  R.  ThomwoD,  Abrun  Trigg,  Darid  R. 
Villianu,  Mannadnke  WilHama,  and  Alosaadet  Wil- 

Nati — Efan  Aleiander,  Willi«  Aliton,  inn.,  Jo- 
eph  Barker,  Bnrwell  Basaett,  8Uai  Betton,  Banulbaa 
lidwell,  liAa  Blake,  jun.,  Thoma*  Blount,  Robert 
Irown,  Jobn  W.  Campbell,  John  Claiboine,  Jacdb 
^rowmaatiield,  Richald  CuCta,  Samnet  W.  Dana,  Exra 
larby,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Dawaon,  Williani 
Hj,  Charlea  Goldsborough,  Undraw  Gregg,  Iniah  L. 
Ireen,  Siiis  Halsey,  Setb  Halting*,  David  Hongh, 
ohn  G.  Jtackaon,  Jowpb  Lewis,  jun.,  Matthew  Ljon, 
'atrick  Magruder,  Jonah  Maaten,  William  MeCreeiy, 
'ficholaa  R.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moaet;,  Jeremiah 
felaon,  Roger  Nelaon,  Tbomas  Newton,  Jan.,  Tim- 
thj  Pitkin,  Jan.,  John  Pngh,  Jo«iah  Qniiicv,  Tbomaa 
i.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennenee,  Jatin  RasHtU, 
'eter  Sailly,  Jamei  Sloan,  John  Smifie,  John  Smith, 
oiepb  Btanlon,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benj.  Tallmadge, 
lamnel  Tenney,  Dsvid  Thomas,  Thomaa  W.  Tbomp- 
on,  Uri  Traej,  Killian  K.  Van  ReniKlan,  Joagih  8. 
^arnam,  Peleg  Wadaworth,  John  Whitehill,  Robert 
VbitehiK,  Nathan  Williama,  Richard  Whrn^aDd  Jo- 
eph  Win  (ton. 

The  quettJoniTBt  then  taken  on  atrikinf  ovt  the 
lecood  member  of  the  niaiion,  ceDiaioiDg  the 
vordi  "une  muieTE  cominandaDt,"  and  pua«d 
D  ihe  nepitire — yeas  37,  naf  a  52,  as  fallows : 

Taia — WillB  Alston,  jr.,  laaae  Andenon,  David 
laid,  OeoTgB  M.  Badingca:,  Thoma*  Blount,  Robnt 
Irown,  Levi  Caiey,  Chiiatt^ei  Claik,  Joseph  Olvf, 
ohn  Clopton,  Eira  Daibv,  Potn  Eariy,  Jsidm  BUia^ 
Sbeneier  Elmer,  Jofin  W.  Eppe*,  Jamea  H.  Gamett, 
Sdwin  Oraj,  Jobn  HarnQton,  David  Bolmaa,  Wallet 
'ones,  Michael,  Laib,  Robert  Marion,  Tbunaa  Moore, 
eremiah  Marrow,  John  Monow,  Gideon  Olin,  John 
'ugh,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennajlvania, 
[^omaa  Sammoni,  Thomaa  Sandford,  Hattin  G.  8cha- 
leman,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  R. 
rhompuin,  David  R.  Wiiliama,  and  Alexander  Wilaon. 

Nais — Joaeph  Barker,  Borwetl  Bsasett,  Silai  Bet- 
on,  Barnabaa  BidweU,  John  Blake,  jun.,  George  W. 
^^ampbell,  John  Chandler,  Jacob  Crownin shield,  Rich- 
ird  CuCta,  Samuel  W.  Duia,  John  Davenport,  junior. 


Fj,  Seth  HaalingB,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jackion, 
loeeph  Lewie,  junior,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Ma- 
[ruder.  Joeiah  Maeleri,  William  McCreery,  Nicholae 
ii.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  NeUon, 
loger  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Josiah  Quincy, 
Thomae  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneaeee,  Jamet 
3loan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Joseph  Stanton,  8am- 
lel  Taggart,  Bemamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenn^, 
David  Thomaa,  Thomaa  W.  Thompeon,  Uii  Tracy, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Tarnum,  Feteg 
Wad«wDrth,JohnWhiuJiill, Robert  Whitehill,  Nalhaa 
WiUiams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Witutoa. 

The  queation  ms  then  taken  on  Btriking  out 
the  third  member  of  the  motioD,  coDtaioiog  the 
words  "seveDty-iwo  IteuHaanta,"  and  pasted  in 
the  negative — yea*  34,  nays  59,  as  follows ; 

Yui — David  Bard,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Thomas 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler, 
lohn  Claiborne,  Christopher  OUuk,  Joseph  Clay,  J<As 


Clopton,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Ebenenr  Elmer, 
John  W.  Eppes,  James  M.  Garnett,  Edwin  Qray,  John 
Hamilton,  Walter  Jones,  Michael  Leib,  Robert  Marion, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeteaiiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gid- 
eon Olii    '■     ~      ~ 

Thomas 

nmnan,  Samuel  Smith,   Ridiard  Stanford,  Philip  R. 

Tbonpsan,  David  R.  WiUiams,  and  Alaiandar  Wilsmt. 

Nais — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Joseph  Barker,  Bnrwell 
Basaett,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  BidweU,  John  Blako, 
jr.,  George  W.  Campbdl,  Jacob  Ciowninahield,  Rich* 

•"'•         ^W.  r         "        -...._ 

Charles  Goldsborough,  Andrew  Gregg,  laaish  L.  Green, 
Silas  Halaey,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Htdmes,  David 
Hongh,  John  G.  Jackion,  Joaeph  Lewis,  jun^  Matthew 
Lyon,  Patrick  Msgruder,  Josiah  Masters,  William 
McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Mooro,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nolaon,  Thomas  Newton, 
jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Jobn  Pugb,  Josiah  Quincj, 
Thranas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  J^B 
RnBaU,  Peter  SaiHy,  Jame*  Moan,  John  Snulie,  Jekn 
Smith,  Henry  Sottlhatd,  Joseph  Stanton,  Baainel  Tag- 


'.  TbaiupMn,  Uri  Trai^,  Killias 
Joseph  B.  Vamnia,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth,  John  WhildiiU,  Robsrt  Whitehill,  Nathan  Wil. 


K  Van 


liams.  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winstaa. 

The  bill  was  thea  engrossed  and  t<ead  the  third 
time;  and,  on  the  question  that  the  sam.e  do  pws, 

Mr.  Cbuidlbb  spoke  in  favor  of,  and  Messia. 
J.  Clit  and  J,  Randolph  against,  its  pasatga, 
which  woa  carried — yoas  S6,  nays  28,  as  u^ows: 

¥a^>— Bvan  Ateiuder,  WiUia  AlslAn,  jr^  JossA 
Ba*«r,  Bnrwdl  Bassctt,  Barnabas  Bidwril,  Jobs 
BUke,  jr.,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Jaha 
ClaibwM,  Fi«dehd(  Conrad,  imtdb  CMwalndileld, 
Richard  Cnlta,  fian  DaAr,  John  DaveuMirt,  janwr, 
John  Dawson,  Bbeoeier  Elmer,  Willium  ^y,  WiUiaa 
Findley,  John  Fowler,  Charles  Gddsboroil|^,  Andrs* 
Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halaey,  Seth  Haatinfa, 
David  Holmes,  Jahn  G.  Jackson,  Joseph  Lewis,  Jan., 
Matlbew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder,  Joeiah  Mastery 
William  McCreeiy,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jonathan  O. 
Mosely,  Jeremiah  rielaon,  Rcwer  Nelson,  Thomas  New 
ton,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Pugh,  Joaiah  Quin- 
7,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneasee, 
(ohn  Russell,  Peter  ^aillT,  Junes  Sloan,  John  Smilie, 
Joaeph  StanttHi,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samnel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy.  Killian  E. 
Van  RfOBselaer,  Joseph  B.Vsninm,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
John  WtdtehiU,  Robert  Whitehill,  Nathan  WUliams, 
and  Jose^  Winston. 

Nils — Isaac  Andsmon,  David  Bard,  George  M. 
Bedinger,  Thomas  Blount  Christopher  Clark,  Joae^di 
Clay,  Matthew  Cl«y,  Jidm  CloplM),  Leooatd  Coving- 


Michael  Leib,  Jeremirii  Moirovr,  Jtdin  Morrow,  John 
Randolrii,  John  Re*  of  Fennsylvaiiisi,  Thomss  Sam- 
mona,  Thomas  Sandfbrd,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Henij 
Sonthard,  Richard  Btaofiird,  Philip  R.  Tbampaon,  and 
David  &.  Williams. 

SATOHDaT,  April  10. 

Tbe  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

amendmeota  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate  to  Ihe 

bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  prorision  for  tiM 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


1079 


mSTOKT  OF  CONGRESS. 


H.  or  R. 


CSurokee  bidiam — Treaty  wiA  the  ChUkoMccn. 


Arudt 


compencatioQ  of  witneMes  who  attended  Ibe  trill 
of  the  impeachment  of  Samuel  Ch&Ke  :"  Where- 
upon, 

Seeolved,  That  tbiii  Houh  do  iniist  on  their 
ameDdmept  to  the  said  bill. 

Betolvedj  That  this  Hoose  do  agree  to  thecon- 
fereaee  desired  b;  the  Sensie  on  the  sobjectmat- 
ter  of  the  Mjd  amendment ;  and  that  Mr.  Jobh 
Randolpd  and  Mr.  Roger  Nelson  be  appointed 
managers  at  the  same,  on  the  pan  of  this  House. 

A  mesBige  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  Ihe  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  temporary  relief  of  Hamel  Caramalli ;" 
to  which   thef  desire   the  concarrenee   of  thu 

The  Hoase  proceeded  to  consider  Ihe  amend- 
ments reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  00  the  fifteenth  inrlant,  lo  the  bill  sent 
from  tne  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and 
fix  the  compensation  of  derhi,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses :"  .  Wherenpon,  the  said  ameodmetita  being 
again  read  at  ihe  Clerk's  table,  wera,  on  Ihequea- 
tion  seTerallf  put  tbereapon,  agreed  to  bf  the 
House.  The  said  bill  was  then  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Ur.  QaEoo,  (com  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  wa*  referred,  on  the  seventeenth 
toiiant,  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  aopt^emeDtaTV  to  the  act,  entitled  <An 
act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting;  the  titles  and 
claims  to  land  within  the  Teirilory  of  Orleans 
and  the  District  of  Louisiana,"  made  a  report 
thereon ;  which  was  lead,  and  oraered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  CoBnuttae  of  the  wlxde  Honae  this 
dav. 

Tha  Houh  moceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments [wapoeea  bf  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  fortiff  itig  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  ana  for  building  ganboats:" 
Whereupon, 

Orderedj  That  the  said  amendments,  Ic^ether 
with  Ihe  bill,  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  this  day. 

A  message  from  Ihe  Senate  informed  ihe  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  proride  for  the  adjostment  of  litiei  to  land 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  pur> 
pows,"  with  an  amendmeni ;  to  which  theT  desiie 
the  concurrence  of  this  Home.  Alio,  the  bilL 
fntilled  ''An  act  in  addition  to  an  ao't,  entitled 
'An  act  regulatiog  the  grants  of  land  and  provid- 
ing for  Hm  disposal  of  the  land*  of  the  United 
States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  with 
•eveial  amendments  j  to  which  they  des 
Gonenrreoce  of  Ibis  House. 

CHEROKEE  INDIANa 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  with  Ihe  Cherokee 
tribe  oflodians,  was  read  the  third  time:  Where- 
npon, on  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the 
Mid  bill  do  lie  on  the  table,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  47,  nays  39,  as  follows 

ta^M — Evan  Aleiendv,  IiaMi  Anteuii,  David 
Bard,  G«orge  M.  Bedingir,  Silas  BMIon,  John  Blake, 
junior,  Thomas  Blount,  Bobeit  Birnrn,  Lsri   Cue;, 


John  Ciaiborns,  Christopher  Cluk,  Uiuln  :> 
Jotin  Clapton,  John  Damon,  Eliu  Euk,  ImI 
Giraelt,  Edwin  Grej,  Andrew  Gkm,  Jglu  h^ 
Dsvid  Holmes,  Miehifl]  Leib,  joa^  ^t-?a, 
Robert  Marian,  Jaaiik  Huten,  Nid^  liik 
Thomu  Moore,  John  Marrow,  Bogtt  NdwT^ 
Nenton,  jr.,  Gideon  Olio,  John  Fo^JolBliiia 
Thomas  M.  Riadol^,  John  Ret  if  Pu^ia 
Thomu  Sunmona,  TbDmu  Stottd,  iit  U 
Samuel  Smith,  Heniv  Bacthud,  EiditM 
Philip  R.  Themnon,  Thomu  W.  Tlmim 
Trigg.  John  Whilebill,  Robert  Wliiidi  fcl 
Williams,  Richard  Winn,  sad  Jow^  Wnoa 

NiiB— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Jowih  Butn.k 
Bidw^,  Geoipi  W.CsiapbeU,JDluUtHb.M 
erick  Coturad,  Leonard  Catia|Ui,  liilaL* 
Samnel  W.  Dana,  Eva  Dsilif ,  Jolui  Dmpci, 
Jamas  Elliot,  Bbeneier  Eh>«,  WilluMr.ifa 
Fowler,  Isaiah  L.  Gkod,  Silu  Hikj.USM* 
Dsvid  Bough,  John  Lambert,  HiUhtrlfaM 
a  Hnmford,  Timoth;  Piikin,  jr,  Jgwl  Qk<  >* 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Romll,  PMb  »!> 
tin  O.  SchuDsDima,  James  Kou,  M  Ma 
Sunuel  Taggart,  Beajainin  Tillmul|(,iw><'e 
nej.David  Thomas,  tin  Trtcj,  iilkiL'ato 
selaer,  Joeej^  B.  Vampm,  Pdt'/'iiM.mi* 
than  WiUluiu. 

TREATY  WITH  THE  CBCWU^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  t***"^ 
meats  proposed  by  the  8eoateMil«»''™ 
"An  act  making  appropriation  h «'T"'I''" 
eStet  a  treaty  between  tbe  UiiidSuisu; 
Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians ;  sid  ikts^ 
m«it  being  again  twice  read  ilihtCMi'^ 
in  Ihe  wivds  following,  to  wii: 

■■etrfluont  sMtioQssscoBdiBdlUri 

«8ac.  3,  Andl>eitfiaiherauitUd.T>it}»' 
the  duty  of  the  surrejor  of  flw  iwUic  In*  * 
tfie  Sute  of  Tennessee,  to  ewue  W  be"*? 
dd  out,  in  the 


ChsTokoes and  Chickasaws  ■■  h"*"'?*!^! 
ritory  j  and  the  Freddeol  of  the  U™™?"jr, 
by  authorized,  whenevor  ha  dull  ''^J.Q', 
esuUish  a  land  office,  for  Ihe  salt  of  IM  «n» 
to  appoint  a  registir  of  the  nsia,  •" '^^ 
public  moneys  aceming  bom  tbe>l<>'^|^ 
whose  reapsctiTe  smoIuDMnti  and  ^^"^j^Ju 
same  as  those  of  the  registers  and  WWW  " 
land  oQceainthe  said  Terrilory.  ,  a.is 

"Sic.  8.  An  J  be  U  furtiur  '*"'*2i*i 
person  shall  nuke,  or  srtampt  lo  ■'^^iSTt 
»nj  of  the  lands  thus  ceded  fcy  *^^Jft, 
Chickasaws,  and  lying  within  tbe  ***J^ 
ry,  or  shall,  onleas  anthoriisd  so  U  do  >f  *^ 
of  Ihe  pubUo  lands  south  of  the  ™^"  JJ 
survei  or  attempt  to  surrey  nn4  lu"*  ^j^ 
boundaries  by  marking  ti««  or  olberwut,"' 
er  ahall,  on  conviction  theraot  in  "U'^J 
of  the  Dnited  Sial«,  or  of  any  of  lh«  ™]~7t, 
aanik  forfeit  a  enm  mN  leas  than  KM  *»«• 


t  leas  Ihsa  sir  ■««fV" 
wdilsbaHiswJ?);; 

Bw  ino  j^r™m««  oi  laa  Uoilod  BlsUs,  ss"" 

required,  lo  employ  such  militaij  fo"""""'! 

necessary,  10  tiwvo  fiom  ths  ssid  J»«*  *  f 
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•hwmi  (ntm  tba  Unitod  St«t«^  in  to»fatniitj  with  iha 
treceding  lectioii  of  thti  act." 

The  qnestioa  wis  stated  that  the  Hemim  do  agree 
iriih  the  Senate  in  their  said  amendment;" 

On  which  a  diviiion  of  the  Mid  question  was 
sailed  for;  sod,  on  ihe^oestioDlhatthaHooMdo 
igree  witb  the  Senate  in  so  muoh  of  their  said 
imendment  as  propotes  to  nrihe  oDt  the  weond- 
eetioa  of  the  raid  bit!,  it  passed  in  thencgslive — 
'eas  33,  najTs  57,  aa  follows  : 

YiA*— WUIis  Aliton,  JDDior,  JoMnh  Barker,  SHu 
letton,  BBmabaa  BidwtU,  John  Cnuidler,  Richard 
jutta,  Samml  W.  Dan*,  John  Dannport,  jnn.,  James 
!lliot,  Ebanaur  Elmer,  WiUiam  Eljr.WilHainFuidln, 
ohn  Fowln,  Satfa  HHtiii|*,  Darid  Hoogb,  John  O. 
ackaon,  Matthew  Ljod,  Jonalhna  O.  Honlj,  ChiT> 
Ion  8.  Mumfard,  TinMt^  Pitkinjon,  JoaUi  Qnincy, 
ohn  Biuaall,  Martin  O.  BchiUMman,  Baaanel  Tafgart, 
}enj«iiuii  TallmadB*,  SaBUiBlTeDnaj,  David  Tlmnaa, 
rhomaa  W.  ThampMm,  Uri  Tran,  Killian  K.  Van 
tenHelaer,  JoMph  B.  Vamnm,  Fdeg'  Wadaworth, 
nil  Nathan  WilUuui 

Niia — Evan  Aleiandar,  laaac  Anderaon,  Burwell 
lauet,  David  Bard,  George  M.  Bedingor,  John  Blake, 
anior,  Thomaa  Blount,  Robert  Biono.  Levi  Chwj, 
ohn  Claiborne,  Chrbtopher  CUrk,  Matthew  Clay, 
ohn  Clopton,  Frsderiek  Conrad,  Leonard  Covinglon, 
lira  Darby,  John  Dawton,  Eliaa  Earie,  Jamsa  M. 
Samett,  Edwin  0"J,  Andrew  Omgg,  lasiah  L.  Green, 
lilaa  Halaey,  John  Hamilton.  Dand  Hohnea,  Walter 
one*,  John  Lambert,  Midiael  Leib,  Joaeph  Lewia,  jr., 
lohttt  Marion,  Joaiah  Maalera,  Nicholaa  R,  Moore, 
rhomaa  Moore,  Jeretniah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  flo- 
wer Nalaon,  Thomaa  Newten,  jnn.,  Gtdecn  Dlin,  John 
■ugfi,  John  Randolph,  Thomaa  M.  Randolph,  John 
tea  of  PennaylTania.'niomaaSamiBiuiB,  Thomaa  Sand- 
ird,  Jamaa  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  Hea 
tonthaid,  Richard  Stanford,  Joaaph  Stanton,  Philip 
rhomnon,  Abram  Trigg,  J<^ui  Whitchill,  Robert 
iVhiteltill,  David  R.  Wilfiuna,  Richard  Winn,  and  Jo- 
eph  Winaton. 

And  then  the  qaesti'oa  being  taken  that  the 
louse  do  agree  with  the  Senate  in  auch  other 

■art  of  their  said  amendiaent  as  propi *"  ^•-■^- 

lut  the  third  section  of  tha  laid  oilL 
tie  n^alire — fens  35,  na;s  53,  as  fol 

Tau-^oseph  Barfcw,  eUaa  Belton,  B ._. 

rel),  JtAa  Chandler,  Richard  Cntia,  Samaal  W.  Dana, 
lohn  Davenport,  Jan.,  Jamea  Elliot,  Ebanaaar  Elmer, 
IVilUam  Elf,  William  Fiodle;,  Jamea  Fiak,  John 
'owler,  Dand  Hoogb,  John  Q.  Jackaon,  Jonathan  O. 
Moaalj,  Ontdon  S.  Mnmford,  CKdeoii  Olin,  T.  Pitkin, 
r.,  Joaiah  Qnincy,  John  Rnaaell,  Peter Saillr,  Martin  G. 
Ichnneman,  Henry  Sonthard,  Samnd  Taggart,  Ben- 
anun  Tsllmadge,  Samnel  Tanney,  David  Thomaa, 
rfa<Hnaa  W.  Thompaon,  Uri  Tracy,  Ullian  K.  Van 
Henaaalaer,  Joaaph  B.  Vamnn,  Feleg  Wadaworth,  and 
Vathan  WilUaffi*. 

Natb— Bran  Alexander,  WilUa  Aktrai,  Jan.,  laeac 
Andanon,  David  Bard,  Bnrwell  Baaaett,  Qeorge  M. 
Bedinger,  John  Blake,  jim.,  Thomaa  Blount,  Robert 


loftrike 


John  Uamillon,    David  Holmea,  Waller  Jones, 

J^in   Lambert,  Mtchad  I^eib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jonior, 

Robert  Marion,  Joi^  Masters,   Nicholaa   R.  Moore, 

Thomaa  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Marrow,  Ro- 

Nelai^n,  Tlwmaa  Newton,  juu.,  Jolui  Pngh,  John 

idolpb,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Res  ctf  Pann- 
aylvajiia,  Thomas  Sammona,  Thomaa  Sandford,  Junes 
Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
Philip  R.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Whitetdll, 
Robert  Whitabilf,  David  R.  Witliama,  Richaid  Winn, 
and  Joaeph  Winston. 

Rmdved,  That  this  House  do  adhere  to  its  dia- 
egreement  to  the  said  amendment. 

Ordeni,  That  the  engiOBsad  hill  making  ap- 
propriations for  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  with 
the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians,  be  recommitted  to 
K  Committea  of  the  Whole  thia  dar- 
WILLIAM  EATON. 

The  House  resolved  ilsdf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  oti  the  bill  aQthorizinE  the  settlement 
of  aeeotmts  between  the  United  Slates  and  Wil- 
liam Eaton.    No  amendment  having  been  made 

the  bin,  the  House  proceeded  to  consider  the 

" "'    "    table,  and  the  same  being 

'  "lowing,  tr 


said  bill  at  the  Clerk's  table,  a 
again  read,  In  the  words  follov 


Hat  the  proper  accoonting  ofScerg  be,  and  they  hero- 
by  eve,  anthorized  and  directed  to  liquidate  and  settle 
the  acoounta  anbaitting  between  the  United  States  and 
William  Eaton,  late  Consul  at  Tnnis,  upon  juat  and 
eqnitable  priadptes,  imder  the  diret^ion  of  the  Secrft. 
tary  ol  Sttte." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Johit  Rahqolpb, 
and  the  queation  being  put,  to  amend  (he  said  bill, 
bf  striking  out,  at  the  end  thereof,  the  words  "□□-' 
der  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State ;"  it 
passed  in  the  negBtir^— yeas  43,  nays  48,  aa  fol- 

YsAa— Evan  Alexander,  WiUia  Alston,  jun.,  David 
Bard,  Bniwell  Baasett,  George  M-  Bedinger,  Thomaa 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  George  W.  Campbell,  Levi 
Casey,  John  Claiborne,  Chrialopher  Clark,  Joaeph 
Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Coniad, 
Leonard  Covington,  Peter  Eariy,  James  M.  Oamett, 
Edwin  Gray,  John  Q.  Jadson,  Walter  Jonea,  Michael 
Leib,  Bebait  Marion,  Jaaiah  Maaleta,  Thomaa  Moor^ 
John  Momnr,  Bogw  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  innior, 
John  Pn|A,Jidui  Randolph,  J<riinRea  of  PsnnaylvaBia, 


David  R.  WilUuM,  Biohaid  Whn,  and  Joae^  Win. 

Nats — Isaac  Andaraon,  Josatdi  Barker,  SUaa  Bet. 
ton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  fiUke,  junior,  Joba 
Chandler,  Jacob  Ctowninshield,  Richard  Cntta,  Bam- 


ley,  Jamea  Fiak,  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Oreggi  Isaiah 
L.  Oreen,  Beth  Utatiogs,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Malthew  Lyon,  William  McCreery, 
Nicholaa  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O. 
Moaely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Gideon  OHn,  Timothy  Fit- 
kin,  jr.,  Josiah  Qniney,  lliomas  M.  Randolph,  John 
Bbea  of  Tennessee,  John  RnaaeU,  Jamea  Stoan,  John 
Smith,  Joaaph  Stantoi^  Bamnal  Taggait,  Benjamta 
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Pay  1^  WitnMtM. 


lowph  B.  Vuuddi,    Pal^  Widraoitht  and  IJatluB 
WilliuiM. 

OrdtnA,  Thai  tb«  nid  bill  be  engrowed,  and 
raad  (he  third  time  on  Monday  nvtx. 

MoKDAV,  April  21. 

The  bill,  Mnt  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Ad  act 
for  the  temporary  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli," 
Tat  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  lo-day. 

An  engrossed  bill  autborizioK  the  aettlenieiit  of 
•ccounis  between  the  United  mates  and  Williatn 
Katon,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  apBi.KBn  laid  be&te  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  Com- 
miuiooers  under  the  act,  enltlled  "An  act  for  t^ 
nlirf  of  the  refugees  from  the  British  proTinces 
of  Canada  and  Nova  Scolia,"  passed  the  seveDth 
of  April,  one  ifiousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight,  covering  a  list  of  names  of  clainiaais  to 
land  under  the  said  act ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered  to  lie  on  the  (able. 

The  Hniue  proceeded  to  consider  tbe^  amead- 
menta  proposed  W  the  Senate  to  the  biU,  entkled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titlea  to 
land  in  the  Territory  of  Michigma,  and  far  other 
pnrposas  i"  and  the  saaoe  bainig  aerwally  twice 
read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  were,  on  tha^aeatioB 
put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  HoQse. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the 
ftenate,  entitled  "  An  act  aappleiaaBtacT  lo  the 
act,  entitled  "An  aoi  for  atuertaining  ana  adjust- 
ing the  titles  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, and  the  District  of  Louisiana."  The  bill 
was  reported  with  an  amendment  thereto  j' which 
WM  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House.  The 
bill,  as  amended,  wu  then  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  theHouse 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  repealing  the  acts-layiog  daiiw  osoalt,  and 
eoQtiauiiu.  la  force,,  for  a  farther  time,  thebsi 
aaction  of  the  aet,  eotiiled  'An  aat  further  tv  pro' 
teet  the  ewonetea  and  aaamen  of  the  United 
States  aiainai  the  Barbary  Powera,"  with   an 


U)  to- which   th»  desii,  . 

icneeof  thialionae.*  The  Senate  have  abo  pass* 
ed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  respecting  claims  to 
lands  in  the  ladiaoa  Territory  and  State  of  Ohio," 
irilh  an  amendment ;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House;  and  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  aet  in  addition  to  an  act.  entitled  'An  act 
anpplemenUry  to  the  act  providing  for  a  Naval 
Peace  Establish  men  t,  and  for  other  purpowi," 
wilh  an  amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the 
Concntrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  iato  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  amendnient  propowd  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  catiiled  "An  act  for  foriifyinc 
ib»  potu  and  barbora  of  the  United  States,  ana. 


for  baildlag  ffanbeata,"  and  no  amendment  beiag 
made,  the  jSMtse  proceeded  to  consider  the  seid 
amendment,  and  the  same  being  again  twice  read 
at  the  Clerk'd  table,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
The  Honse  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
menta  propoeed  by  tlie  Benate  to  the  bill,  eaiided 
"Ad  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  ealitled  'An  act 
regfllating  the  grants  of  land,  and  proriding  for 
the  disposal  oftha  lands  of  the  United  Slates 
sooth  of  the  State  of  Tenneaaae ;"  and  the  same 
being  twice  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  weae,  on  the 
quesiiaii  sevently  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  bj  the 

The  Houae  prooeeded  to  coniuder  the  amend- 
tneot  proposed  oy  the  Senate  to  the  biU,eatiUed 
"An  act  m  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 
supplemantary  to  the  act  proridiag  foe  a  Navat 
Peaae  SslaUiahmeiit,  and  for  other  parpcnes:" 
Wharenpoo, 

Hmoived,  That  this  House  do  disagree  to  the 
said  ameDdvcnt;  Jbaolsed,  That  this  Hnase  do 
insist  on  their  said  disagreement;  that  a  eonfet- 
ence  be  desired  with  the  Senate  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  said  amendment;  snd  that  Hr.  Smi- 
UB,  Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAHB,  and  Mr.  Earlt,  be 
appointed  managers  at  the  said  conference  on  the 
part  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Beoate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  confeieoce 
desired  by  this  House  on  the  subject-matier  of 
the  amendment  depending  between  the  two 
Houses  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  repealing  the 
acts  laying  duties  on  salt,  and  continuing  in  force, 
for  a  further  lime,  the  first  section  of  the  aet,  enti- 
tled 'An  aet  further  to  protect  the  camineree  and 
seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbery 
Powers,"  and  have  appointed  manageis  at  the 
same  on  their  pan. 

PAr  OF  W]TNfia«98. 

Mr.  JoHir  BiNnoLPB,  from  the  comnuttee  a^ 
.pointed  on  the  part  of  this  Houst^  to  ntteod  acon- 
ference  with  the  Senate  on  the  aubjeet-matier  of 
the  amendments  depending  between  the  two 
Houaes  to  rhe  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  mnkiag  provision  for  the  eompensatioD  of 
wiliMaset  who  attended  the  trial  of  the  impeecb- 
ment  of  Samnel  Chase,"  reported  that  tfae  con- 
ferees oa  the  part  of  this  Home  bad  net  the  c<m- 
feree*  on  the  pan  of  the  Senate,  bat  bad  eome  to 
no  agreement  ibttenpon. 

The  Houae  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  re- 
port: Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made,  and  (he 
question  being  put,  that  this  House  doth  adhere  to 
its  amendment  to  the  said  bill,  disagreed  to  by  the 
Senate,  it  passed  iu  the  negative — yeas  39,  nays 
42,  as  fallows: 

Tsu — B*«n  Alexsndsi,  Issse  Andersea,  David 
Bud,  Bnrwell  Buaett,  Geoige  H.  Bedlinjer,  Jofaa 
BMw,jr.,IlofaactBi«ini,Freii«iACear^  Bare  Darby, 
EheneasT  Ebaer,  John  W.flj^Ms,  William  Fiodkr, 
JamaaH.QnDett,Bdwhi  Qntj,  Andrew  Oregg,  lakUb 
L.  Otmb,  John  HamBaMi,  David  Hohata,  MiAae)  La^ 
Patrkli  Mafrndsr,  Jtakh  MsMm,  Nidiolie  R.  Maoe^ 
Tboeisa  Mow*,  Jwaniah  Harrow,  Jite  HoRmr,  Oid- 
emi-Olia,J«haPti|k,  Job 
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due  t^  ihe  Leander. 


H.ofR. 


TiiiinnMnii.  ThoioM  Sunmoos,  Thomu  Sand  fold,  John 
Srailia,  Henn  Sontlwnl,  Pbilip  B.  Thompvon,  Abrun 
Trigs,  J"^  Whitehill,  Robett  WbitebUl,  David  R 
Williuns,  and  Jomj^  WinsUin. 

Niii— Willu  AUWn,  jr.,  Bamabas  Bidwell,  Cbria- 
topher  Clark,  JoLn  Clopton,  JtKob  Crr.wnin»hleld, 
Richard  CuUa,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daienport,  jr., 
John  DaiTaoii,  PeUr  Early,  Jamea  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellia, 
■WiUiam  Ely,  James  Fiak,  John  Fowlet.  David  Hongh, 
Walt«r  Jone«,JoBeph  Lewia,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Robert 
Marion,  William  McCreeij,  Jonathan  O.  Hoeelj,  Gor- 
don e.Momfbni,  Jeremiah  NelBon,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
JoeitOi  Qiiini^,  Thomas  M.  Randol^  Juba  SiumU, 
Peter  Sailly,  Martin  Q.  SehDneman,  Jamea  Sloan,  Joh> 
Bmith,  Samad  Tiggart,  Banjamm  TaUnadga,  Samuel 
Tenney,  David  Tboiwu,  Ttmnw  W.  Tboi^iKiii,  Uri 
Tra^,  KiHian  K.  Van  Renitour,  JaMph  B.  Vanvn, 
P«iog  Waikworth,  and  Nathan  WDIiama. 

Aaother  molion  wi«  then  made,  and  (he  mm- 
tioQ  being  put,  that  this  Hoiue  dotb  teetde  item 
its  ameDdmeiils  to  the  bill,  it  paeKd  is  the  affinn' 
Btive— 7eas  48,  najrs  39,  a»  follows; 

Tiii — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Bamabai  BidweH,  Chria- 
topber  Clark,  John  Cloplon,  Jacob  Growninahield, 
Rjcbard  Cotta,  Samnsl  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
John  DawMtn,  Felei  Early,  Jamea  ElHot,  Caleb  Ellis, 
William  Ely,  Jamea  Fisk,  Jobo  Fovrlar,  David  Hong^, 
Wall«r  Jones,  Joaaph  Leivis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  RiriMrt 
Marion,  WiUiam  McCreery,  Jonatben  O.  Moeely,  Oor- 
don  8.  Mnmfbrd,  JerMiiiahNelaan,  Timothy  ntkiUijr^ 
Jooiah  Qnincy,  Tlomaa  H.  Bandolt^  John  Roaaall, 
Peter  SaiHy,  Martiit  O.  Bdumanan,  JatneaSoan,  John 
BmUh,  Samnel  Taggert,  Benjamin  Tallmedge,  Samuel 
Tanney,  David  Tfaomaa,  Themas  W.  'HumpKHi,  Uri 
Tracy,  Killian  K.  Van  Ranswlaer.  JoMqih  B.  Vvanm, 
Peleg  Wadaworth,  and  Nstkan  Wiiliams. 

Nata— laaao  Anderson,  Burwall  Bassatt,  Qeorga  M. 
Bedioger,  Jdio  Blsk^i  jr.,  Robert  Brown,  Frederiok 
Conrad, Eira  Dar^,  EbeBe*erElin«r,Joba  W.Eppea. 
William  Fiudtay,  James  H.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  An- 
drew Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Hamilton,  David 
Bolmea,  Michael  Leib,  Patrick  Magmder,  Joaiah  Haa- 
tera,  Nlcholaa  R-  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremisb 
Morrow,  John  Monow,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pngh,  John 
Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Thomta  Sand&rd,  John  Bmilie,  Henry  Southard,  Jos. 
Stanton,  Philip  B.  Thompeon,  Abram  Tiigg,  John 
WhitehUl,  Robert  Wbit^ll,  David  R.  WiUiaas,  Rich- 
ard Winn,  and  Joaeph  Winston. 

CASE  or  THE  LEANDER. 
Mt.  dDinOT  ptcMnted  to  the  House  two  saTsrel 
memorial*  of  Samuel  G.  Ogden,  ud  of  WtUtau 
8.  Smith,  of  the  citf  of  New  Yoric,  which  were 
received  and  read,  respectively  alatiog  tbu  they 
are  under  a  criminal  prosecuttoo,  now  depending 
in  the  Cireuit  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
distriet  of  New  York,  for  an  alleged  offence 
against  the  laws  of  the  UniKd  States,  in  which, 
ifguil^ithey  hare  beeu  led  into  error  by  (becon- 
daet  of  officers  of  the  Eiecuti  re  QoverDiaenl,  who 
now  iatend  to  bring  upon  the  memorialiata  the 
peoaliies  of  the  laws,  to  sacrifice  their  characters, 
fortunes,  and  liberty,  in  expiation  of  their  own  er- 
rors, at  to  deprecate  the  rengeaace  of  foreign  Gor- 
arnmeota,  by  offerieg  the  memorialists  u  a  victim 
lo  their  resentment:  that  thef  have  also  cxpeti- 
eaced  gnat  oppcNaioo  and  iigoaiica  ia  th«  nma- 


ner  of  conducting  the  saidproseeutitm;  and  pray- 
ing such  relief  (herein  as  lEe  wisdom  of  Coagrew 
may  think  projjer  to  grant. 

The  memorials  baring  been  read, 

Uf .  Lyon  moved,  ibat  the  petiiioaersbare  leare 
to  withdraw  (heir  petitions. 

Mr.  N.  Williams  said  that  it  appeared  to  him 
that  (be  tendency  of  these  memorials  was,  by  ob- 
taining the  sanction  of  the  House  tn  their  coa< 
teals,  to  throw  the  blame  and  censure  on  the  prose- 
cutors. It  appeared  to  him  proper  to  arrest  sucb 
a  mode  of  proceeding,  especially  while  the  busi- 
ness to  which  the  memorials  referred  was  mibjur 
dice.  Tber  contained  accusaiious  against  the 
judge,  who  uimself  was  under  a  prosecution.  He 
did  not  see  tbe  object  of  the  petitions,  unless  it 
was  to  ezcile  a  clamor  and  indignation  against 
the  court.  It  was  improper  that  they  should  be 
sanctioned  by  beine  printed  under  the  direciion 
of  this  House,  while  the  cause  was  depending, 
and  it  was  unknown  whether  the  court  had  acted 
properly  or  improperly.  Suppose,  previously  to 
these  trifds  coming  on,  a  censure  should  be  cast 
on  Ihe  court;  would  not  this  be  a  novel  kind  of 
proceeding — would  it  not  be  w rest iug  justice  from 
Its  due  course,  and  be  degrading  to  the  Legisla- 
ture? Such  a  procedure  wouldlikewise  be  dan- 
gerous to  Ihe  principles  of  justice.  Sball  we  per- 
mit a  person  under  accusalian  to  prefer  a  charge 
against  the  tribunal  before  whom  he  is  summoned 
to  appearl  Suppose  we  declare  tbe  court,  and 
not  tne  criminal  guilty,  shall  we  not  thereby  pros- 
trate erery  principle  of  justice,  and  set  a.  prece- 
dent never  known  in  any  country,  as  dangerous 
lo  the  liberty  of  th^  subject,  as  violalire^  of  the 
Constituiion  1  In  my  opinion  the  Legislature 
ought  not  in  this  stage  of  |he  business  lo  iniefere. 
Such  interference  will  be  premature.  If  hereaf- 
ter tbe  prosecution  appears  to  hare  been  impro- 
perly conducted,  it  wilt  be  time  enough  lo  make 
an  inquiry  into  tbe  conduct  of  the  prosecutor  and 
the  court;  but  before  that,  such  an  inquiry  wiU. 
be  premature,  and  will  be  a  prejudging  of  the  case. 
From  the  moment  I  beard  these  petitions  read, 
they  struck  me  as  bein^  of  a  most  dangerous  ten- 
dency. If  at  all  sanctioned  by  ibis  House,  they 
will  tend  to  incense  not  only  the  country  against 
the  Administration,  but  against  (he  tribunals  of 
justice.  We  find  it  asserted  in  them,  that  the 
Administration,  and  particularly  the  Secretary  of 
State,  bad  a  full  knowledge  of  all  (be  transactions 
connected  with  the  Citing  ou(  tbe  Leander.  This 
charge  has  been  already  made  in  tbe  newspapers — 
it  has  gon»  abroad,  and  been  contradicted  ;  aod  I 
do  not.  besilale  lo  declare  in  my  place  that  the  ac- 
cusation is  false,  that  it  is  a.calumoy,  thai  there 
is  not  a  word  in  the  pelition  charging  the  Ad- 
mioistration  with  this  fact  that  is  founded  in  truth. 
I  think  the  proper  course  is  for  the  petitioners  to 
have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petitions.  Not  that 
lam  foradenial  of  justice.  If  the  petitioners  fall 
in  their  application  for  justice  to  (he  cour[,  it  will 
then  be  time  eoongh  for  us  (o  interfere.  Indeed 
it  is  a  (hiog  unheard-of  in  this  uB(ion,  while  (he 
accused  are  under  prosecution,  (hai  they  should 
be  suffered  to  come  forward  lo  tbe  House  of  Rap- 
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n  with  chargea  against  the  court  and  th< 
Qo*GTDmeai.  Tbe  memo  rial!  ais  not  otilf  charge 
the  QoTerDment,  but  the  maaisrraies,  with  corrupt 
motiTCi.  Shall  wr  prrmit  Ibe  OoTernineiit  to  be 
thas  treated,  and  the  [ribunals  of  jasitce  to  be  tbu> 
calumniated }  and  give  a  nnclion  to  tbe  charge* 
by  printing  a  p(tj>et  that  contain*  them'?  I  hope 
we  shall  hare  rirlne  and  firmneu  enoujib  to  re- 
•ist  such  a  procedure.  I  think  we  bare  gone  far 
enouf[h  in  paiienity  listening  to  peiiiians  which 
have  no  legal  object  In  vieir,  which  not  only 
charge  tbe  Departmeals  of  Ifae  Execntive  Got- 
ernmeni  with  improper  views,  but  which  contain 
acensaiion*  against  the  tribnnal*  of  justice ;  what 
fcaroely  merit  to  be  called  acensations — but  bate 
calumnies.  The  manner  too  in  which  these  me- 
morials have  been  presented  li  most  estraordi- 
narf.  In  point  of  time,  this  being  the  last  day  of 
the  session,  it  must  have  been  kaowo  that  it  was 
ont  of  our  power  to  investigate  their  contents.  It 
is  also  very  unfortunate,  when  the  citizens  ofNi 
York  are  so  ably  represented  on  this  floor  that 
the  petitioners  have  been  obliged  to  traverto  Bos- 
ton, in  order  to  obtain  agenlleman  to  present  their 
memorials.  For  these  reasons,  I  shall  voti 
eidedty  against  the  printing. 

Mr.  QorHCT  said  that  the  observation*  which 
were  made  were  such  as  mighthave  been  expected 
to  be  offered,  had  it  been  proposed  to  go  into 
an  inquiry  on  these  memorials.  I  do  not  sav, 
Hr.  CL,  toat  the  information  contained  in  tnt 
titions  IS  true.  All  t  say  is,  that  as  a  high  officer 
of  the  Government  is  implfcated,  justice  requii 
that  an  inquiry  at  some  time  ihould  take  plai 
I  do  not  say  that  it  ought  now  to  take  ^iace.  T_  _ 
question  at  present  is,  whether  this  informatioo 
Mall  test  on  our  tables.  Gentleman  say  no — throw 
it  off.  But  I  say  inquire;  bedause  I  believe,  when 
%n  examination  shall  be  made,  a  part  of  the  state- 
ment at  least  will  be  found  to  turn  out  correct 
It  is  said  that  the  memorialists  are  under  accuaa- 
tion ;  but  have  they  not  therefore,  a  right  to  peti- 
tion this  House?  Butso  far  airelate*  to  the  judge, 
there  is  only  an  information  by  the  Grand  Jury, 
not  a  prososution.  Whoever  heard  of  a  man  ac- 
cused before  himself?  Oeniiemen  may  throw 
these  petitions  under  tbe  table,  but,  if  they  do  so, 
they  will  do  a  great  disrespect  to  the  House.    My 


tlemen  a  trausaction  which  took  ^ee  two  yean 

S^o.  A  petition  was  then  presented  from  cmaia 
iras  in  Pennsylvania  and  New  YoA;  and  be- 
cause  they  reflected  on  a  former  AdminisiRiion. 
the  HoDse  would  not  hear  them.  I  Derer  did,aid 
Mr.  8.,  witness  such  an  attempt  as  this ;  and  contd 
such  attemptsbesustained,  they  would  sabvettilt 
government  whatever.  Shall  a  person  accused  of 
a  crime,  white  his  trial  i  ' 
wBid  complaints  against  1 


HcDse 


of  Be] 


1  it  depending,  tmug  fot- 
st  his  judges?    If  so,  we 


hav«  DO  r^nlar  govarnonenL    This  is  inning  tbe 

!pre*entaiives  into  a  jndiciary  ^id/, 

and  authorizing  tham  to  wreat  all  other  bviness 


-      U  alleged  in  these 

petitions.  The  information  contained  inaome  of 
those  statements  is  corroborated  by  informaiion 
known  to  some  gentlemen  on  this  floor — that  the 
Executive  had  been  advised  of  the  fitting  out  of 
the  Leaoder  lime  enough  to  have  prevented  her 
■ailing.  By  throwing  these  petitTon*  nndfa  the 
taUe  gentlemen  will  show  that  they  are  not  dis- 
posed to  investigate  these  facts. 

Hr.  Shilib  believed  the  House  were  to  blame 
in  permitting  these  peliitona  to  be  presented.  It 
was  a  rule  of  the  House  that  every  member  pre- 
•enling  a  petition  ihould  first  generally  state  its 
contents.  The  member  who  presented  these  pe- 
titions, having  made  this  statement,  I  think  the 
Boose  ought  not  to  have  permitted  them  to  have 
been  lead.    I  will  call  to  the  icco^tction  of  gen- 


from-tfae  triboaels  of  juati 

Mr.  ALarroK.— I  would  not  viae,  bat  for  the  ex- 
traordinary  dadaratioB  of  the  geniieBian  fion 
Massachusetlii  who  taji  memb^  of  the  Houe 
knew  titai  the  President  was  yoiiesaed  of  know- 
ledge of  the  Leandei'Laailiag,  time  enonsk  to  lure 
prevented  it.  He  says  he  knew  it.  If  so,  this 
sufficiently  accounts  for  the  coarae  now  proposed 
to'  be  taken.  If  the  fitting  oat  and  the  destinitioa 
of  the  Leander  were  known  to  any  member  of 
this  Housc^  I  pronounce  that  member  e<IuaU^ 
criminal  with  the  Secretary  of  State  or  ika  Presi- 
dent. For  my  part  I  had  heard  a  gentlemea  of  re- 
spectability from  New  York  say,  (hoaghsome  peo- 
ple wer«  prepared  for  the  Bailing  of  3ie  Leander, 
he  did  not  think  twenty  men  in  New  York  knew 
the  place  of  her  destinatioa-  As  to  the  e«ene 
poraued  by  the  Honae,  it  is  peiEeetly  imiHirrial 
to  me,  whether  the  petitions  lie  on  theiaUe,<(are 
relumed  to  those  from  whom  iheyeame — mymdj 
wish  is,  that  we  do  not  sanction  a  iUag  of  thu 
kind  withont  knowing  more  about  it. 

Mr.  Jaceboh: — The  gentleman  from  Mmsa. 
chuseirs  has  told  us  of  inrornntion 
thi*  House  of  a  most  extraordinary 
tainly  the  most  extraordinary  in  the  annals  of  ju< 
rliprudence ;  that  Oorernmenl  had  a  kaowledee 
of  this  case,  and  that  they  are  afraid  to  mit  the 
decision  of  a  jury  of  their  country.  This  is  most 
exttaordiaary  indeed.  For  my  put,  1  regret  that 
the  gentleman  from  Haasacbuietti  had  so  far  for- 
got hi*  own  dignity,  and  the  dnty  be  owes  fail 
couiUr?,  as  to  have  permitted  himself  to  have  be- 
toe  organ  of  these  ehargea.  He  has  told  as 
ill  diactedttoonelves  by  rejecting  tfaev  peti- 
tions. But  permit  me  loiay  he  haaaUMdf  mme 
discredited  faimaalf  by  preaeoting  thrai.  The  pe- 
titiooer*  say  tbia  npediiian  ha«  received  the  ap- 
plause and  eoGooiagecBcai  of  the  Gorenmcnt, 
and  the  geutlemu  sajra  this  ia  known  to  tke 
House.  1  pronotnce  this  false.  I  say  it  ia  a  base 
calnmny,  of  which  the  gentleman  has  made  him- 
self tbe  org;an;  and  in  saying  so,  i  hold  myself 
responsible  in  asT  place  the  gentiemaa  please*. 

Mr.  ftniMOT.— I  deemed  it  my  duty  lo  pceaent 
a  petition  handed  to  me,  let  it  come  fnta  wbat 
quarter  it  might— and  in  this  instance  beft»c  1 
presented  these  memorials  I  made  a  correct  state- 
ment of  all  their  contents,  which  the  Honse  btmti, 
and  having  heard,  received  them.  As  to  the 
harsh  things  which  have  been  uttered  by  the  gee- 
tlemaa  from  Virginia  it  is  not  ia  hia  poww  tr 
hurt  my  lepntaooi.    I  r'" 
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stated  in  the  memoriBb,  was  correct  I  la;  sa 
now.  But  did  I  say  the  whole  iDfornutiou  con- 
tained in  them,  with  the  coloring,  was  irua? 
Gentlemen  will  bear  me  witness  that  I  said  I  did 
not  believe  the  facia  contd  be  pro7ed  ;  but  that 
there  was  groand  enough  to  justify  the  gojns  into 
an  inquiry.  Now,  as  to  ibe  infarmaiion  alladed 
to:  I  received  no  infonoation  myself  from  New 
York — the  information  came  to  a  gentlemui  on 
thb  floor.  Was  it  for  me  to  bring  ihia  informa* 
lion  before  the  House  1  Other  aenilem  en  had  the 
same  information.  I  hsre  said  these  things  as  a 
reason  for  not  being  too  pr«d])iiate,  Buch  con- 
duet  will  look  as  i?  we  were  influenced  by  im- 
proper motives.  In  what  I  have  said,  I  by  no 
means  mean  to  give  a  sanciioa  to  the  memorials. 
Mr.MDMFOHD. — On  the  first  of  February  I  appli- 
to  the  Collector  of  New  York.  He  declnred  he 
did  not  know  the  real  destioatioa  of  the  Lennder 
—she  had  cleared  out  for  Jacmel.  The  2d  Feb- 
ruary, the  Leandei  sailed  from  the  watering  place 
at  Staten  Island.  Her  desiiaatioa  wks  the  com- 
mon stibject  of  conversation.  Some  supposed  it 
was  to  one  place,  and  some  to  another;  but  it  was 
Keoerally  coojectured  to  be  a  British  expedition. 
It  ^raa  common  conversation  (hat  Miranda  had 
brought  with  him  a  credit  on  Qreai  Britain,  and 
I  have  since  been  informed  he  drew  a  bill  on  one 
of  tfae  late  British  Administration.  Shortly  afler, 
I  heard  ot  the  prosecution,  but  I  never  imagined 
the  Administration  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
expedition. 

Mr.  Q,DiNCT  Eaid,  io  the  remarks  he  had  offered, 
he  had  only  meant  to  say  that  there  bad  been  an 
extraordinary  equipment  and  arming  in  the  har- 
bor of  New  York.  He  did  not  mean  to  pledge 
himself  as  to  the  knowledge  of  the  destination, 
or  to  the  other  fact,  whether  there  was  time  for 
the  Administration  to  have  prevented  it. 
Mr.  Jackooh. — The  ^ntlemao  did  say  so. 
Mr.  QniifCT.—^uch  is  mv  impression  at  pres- 
ent, but  1  am  not  certain  of  it.  Since  I  rose,  I 
have. understood  that  after  this  information  was 
received,  an  attempt  was  made  fay  the  Executive 
to  stop  the  reise).  In  making  the  remarks  I  hare 
offered,  I  did  not  mean  to  criminate  the  Adminis- 
tration. If  my  words  bore  such  a  meaning,  I 
withdraw  tbem.    Such  was  not  my  intention. 

Mr.  BiDWBLL  said,  the  memorials  referred  to 
two  subjects.  On  the  first,  the  memorialists  state 
that  they  have  been  indicted  for  an  ofieoce,  and 
represent  certain  facts,  which  they  say  are  in  their 
favor;  they  say  the  indictment  is  depending — this 
is  begging  the  case.  That  while  these  facts  re- 
main to  be  tried  before  a  irihunal  of  justice,  where 
the  whole  bettefit  of  evidence  may  be  made  use  of 
either  in  justification  or  destruction  of  the  charges, 
that  the  memorialists  should  resort  to  a  petition 
of  this  nature  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  is 
most  extraordinary;  and  for  the  House  to  under- 
take to  decide  a  question  now  pending  before  a 
court  and  jary,  before  whcun  any  wttncasea  may 
be  summiHied.  would  be  still  more  extraordinary. 
The  other  aabjeei  relates  to  tfae  eondnct  of  the 
judge  in  this  particular  ease.  If,  when  this  esse 
thaO  be  ultimately  decided,  the  memorialbti  shall 
9th  CoH.— 35 


think  themselves  aggrieved,  it  will  be  time  enough 
to  come  forward  with  their  complaint. 

Mr.    Earlt, — The  memorials  have  been  pr» 
sented  at  a  time  and  under 


hands  o.  _  „  -  .-- 

tained  in  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky. These  peculiarities  of  time  and  circum- 
stance have  been  already  q^ticed  by  different  gen- 
tlemen, and  are  of  a  nature  so  striking,  that  they 
cannot  escape  the  Bttention  of  any.  1  shall  dq^ 
therefore,  detain  the  Honse  with  any  argamant^ 
or  with  a  detail  of  ibem.  I  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  offering  a  resolution  which  I  think  the  occasioii 
calls  for,  and  in  &vor  of  which  I  hope  the  grotto 
man  from  Kentucky  will  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  &iBi.T  then  offered  the  following  resolit- 
tion; 

Raohed,  That  the  charges  contained  hi  the  memo- 
nils  of  a.  a.  Ogden  and  WEUism  Smith  are,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  unsupported  by  any  ovidence 
which,  in  the  least  degree,  eliminates  the  Eieeutive 
govenmieQl  of  this  conotr?;— thst  the  aaid  memorisis 
appear  to  have  bean  presented  at  a  time  and  under 
dreumstaDcos  insidioasl;  calculated  to  nidte  nrijast 
■usiHcioni  in  the  minds  of  the  good  petals  of  this  aa- 
tion  against  Ihe  eiistiDB  Administialion  of  the  Oenetal 
Qovemment,  sod  that  it  wonld  be  hiyhly  impn^Mn'  ia 
this  House  to  take  an;  step  whidi  ou^t  innueace  tn 
ptejudice  a  cause  now  depuiding  in  b  legal  tribuiud  of 
the  United  States.  Thsrefbre,  Belolvtd,  That  the  said 
memorials  be  b;  the  Clerk  of  this  House  returned  to 
those  from  whom  they  came. 

Mr,  Lton  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Clark  said  this  resolution  was  susceptible 
of  division.  He  had  no  abjection  to  the  latter 
part  of  it,  hut  he  did  not  wisb  to  give  a  hasty  de- 
cisicm  on  the  former,  as  he  was  not  acquainted 
with  all  the  eirenmstaDces  referred  to.    He  wonld 


Mr.  Shilib. — We  are  now  to  give  a  rote  whe- 
ther these  charges  are  true  or  not.  Believing 
them  to  be  ODtrue,  I  shall  rote  against  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out. 

Mr.  Ci^BK.— I  do  not  believe  that  they  are  true. 
But  it  is  not  proper  to  condemn  a  cause  unheard. 
These  men  ibiok  themselves  a^rieved ;  they  set 
forth  cBTtaiii  charges,  and  we  at  once  give  out 
opinion  that  they  are  false.  I  can  never  agree  to 
this  eonrse. 

Mr.  Dana. — These  memorials  contain  a  state- 
ment of  eertain  facts  in  the  natnre  of  alleKations 
againstcertaiaofiicersin thisQovemment.  When- 
ever allegations  of  this  kind  are  made,  sncb  lan- 
guage ought  to  be  used  as  is  best  adapted  to  con- 
vey the  ideas  of  the  petitioners.  Tnese  memo- 
rials contain  two  things.  In  the  firat  place,  they 
charge  the  Eseoutiveof  the  United  States  witli 
a  participation  in  Miranda's  expedition.  As  to 
this  eharm,  1  am  fully  sennble  of  the  impropriety 
of  the  Elonse  interfering.  Under  a  law  of  the 
United  States  the  equipment  of  a  vessel  against  a 
Power  with  which  we  are  at  peace,  is  eonridered 
a*  a  misdemeanor,  punished  br  flue  and  imprison- 
UMBt:  and  if  Qenenl  Miranaa  tsialed  tbeae  men 
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under  i  belief  thil  the  President,  or  Seereury  of 
.State,  did  counteiiaiice— tbongh  in  fact  they  did 
BOt>-^hia  enterpriae,  tkejr  mar,  if  found  guilty  by 
a  jary,  anil  tbenuelre*  of  ihia  ciroumstaDce,  in 
miigatioa  of  tbeir  fine  aod  impritonmeai.  It 
doM  not  become  thia  Houte,  by  any  declaration, 
to  give  an  opinion  on  thia  point,  either  one  way 
OR  another.  On  the  other  point,  relative  to  the 
'     "    '  -■-  -  ^-'   -  •  -[m  not  (o  lati 

paraued.    Is  not  every 

I  fair  trial?    And  if  the 

lilty,  and  y«I  the 

'    anthoriiy.    1 

I  not  panned 

irimiiia]  joBtke. 


_.e  to  the  c 

nun  aeoBied  entitled  ti 

ohargc*  ai«  true,  and  tl 

jadM  has  erred,  he  hasabuieahiB  i 

viil  not  My  perversely;,  but  he  haa 

tke  DMal  course  of  adnuDitterinrcrin 

Aa  to  thia  part  of  the  memorial,  the 

willing  it  should  lie  on  the  table ;  while  I  am  per- 
fectly  ready  as  to  that  part  which  respects  the 
Bxecutive,  to  reject  it. 

Mr.  At-EXAHDEn. — I  wish  to  be  informed  of  the 
correctness  of  my  impression,  that  the  mover  of 
tbtmemorialpraved  It  should  be  printed.  Before 
die  House  give  their  ooMcnt  to  publish  such  a 
v«luminaiia  piece  of  enlomny,  I  should  be  glad  to 
bear  wmm  leasoa  astigned  lor  iL  At  first  blush, 
as  has  bean  represented  by  (he  gentUman  from 
New  York,  this  appears  to  be  an  uajost  aad  um- 
•aadid  aitenpt  to  obtaia  the  interfereoea  af  this 
Hoose.  I  should  be  alad  geaileown  wtmid  show 
us  any  case  in  whiel  it  would  be  right  for  this 
Home  to  inierfete  while  it  ia  coram  jvdiet. 

Mr.  A.  ODDdaded  with  snggntiflg  a  modiBc*' 
tion  of  the  motion  of  Hr.  Bablt,  which  he  after- 
wards withdrew. 

Mt.  Clabx  likewise  withdrew  his  ameadmeot. 

Mr.  MAaTEKB. — It  is  the  first  time  I  ever  beavd 
ef  a  deteodaat  under  ao  indicunent  for  a  pablic 
'^eaee,  petitioning  the  Repreeeatatives  of  the 
pe«ale  to  interfere  aad  afTcat  bim  from  pablic 
jnstica.  It  is  a  kind  of  impvtation  on  Ihla  House. 
The  petitioner  is  accused  of  a  breach  of  the  law, 
and  IS  called  on  to  answer  that  aecttsaliea  before 
the  proper  forum.  It  does  not  beloiw  to  this 
Honse  to  interfere  with  that  tribunal.  Ttie  Con- 
stitution has  set  apart  and  defined  the  different 
powers. 

The  SMmofialists  attempt  to  eriminmle  the  Ad- 
SDiatsttaiioa.  TIm  Administiatioa  Is  not  on  tiia! 
before  this  House.  If  the  district  judge,  in  the 
aoarsa  of  the  examination  and  trial,  nets  corrupt- 
1)[,  there  is  a  proper  time  and  manner  of  bringing 
aimcanetimiMnslly  before  this  Hoase.  Weooghc 
tMl  M  covntananec  the  defendant^  eadeavurs  to 
oast  an  odium  on  the  court  before  vriinn  the  trial 
i«  depandiag,  and  the  petition  ou^ht  to  be  di> 
missed  in  stronger  language  than  is  azpressed  t> 
the  resolution. 

Hr.  J.  A^HDOLPfl  asked  for  a  division  of  the 
resalution  down  to  tke  ward  "country,"  preoeding 
the  irst  dash. 

Mr.  CLSBKtaid  he  really  felt  fortkedigailvef  the 
Hooae.  He  had  ao  hesitation  to  say  that  the  peti- 
tion was  unsupported  hy  evidence.  But  the  jour- 
nals would  show  that  this  was  not  the  first  in- 
staoee  that  similar  petitions  had  been  actal  upon. 
The  petitioaars  thought  themselves  iqjived,  and 


had  a  right  to  call  for  redress.     In  order  to  get 

-'i  of  this  difficulty,  he  moved  the  i»e*ient  qa»  | 

»n.  I 

Mr.  Jackson  asked  the  yeas  and  iMys.«kieh 

ere  taken  on  the  previous  <)uestion,  "  Shall  the  , 

msin  question  be  now  put,"  and  decided  ia  iht 

affirmative— yeas  74,  nays  15,  aa  follows: 

¥>u— Evan  Aleiander,  Willis  Alatim.  jaa.,  Last 
Andanon,  Z>«Tid  Bard.  Jasah  Barker,  BarwcS  B» 
sett,  GeoTfa  M.  Badingar,  Banubas  Bidwd,  Jsb 
BUiks,  jnn.,  Bobssi  Biowa,  Levi  CMey,  Mm  CaiaodlK, 
John  Claiborne,  Halthaw  Ctay,  John  ClapMa,  Fnia- 
ick  Conrad,  Leonard  CoTinglon,  Jacob  CnwaiaiJusld. 
Bichsnl  Cutts,  Bus  Dsibj,  Eli«*  Eade,  Petti  Esily, 
James  Elliot,  Ebeasier  Eloiar,  William  Findlei,  Ismes 
Fisk,  Jolm  Fowler,  James  M.  Gsmelt.  Andrew  Gifff. 
luiib  L.  Green.  Silai  Hslae;,  John  HamOlaa,  Dsm 
Hotnei,  David  Hongh,  John  G.  Jackal,  Wallar  Jones, 
JiAai  Lambert,  Maldiaw  Lyoo,  Patrick  Magnider, 
Robert  Marion,  Jodsh  Masters,  WHtiem  MeOeeiy, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomss  Hmr,  Jannsh  ifor- 
row,  John  Morrow,  Onrdon  8.  MuBferd,  Tbonta  Mew- 
ton,  JQD.,  Oideim  Olin,  John  Pogh,  Joka  Baaddfh, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Saa«f  PvBiujIrtm, 
John  Rb*e  of  TwwMast,  Jeha  Knsstl.  Pelar  SsiOy, 
Tbaaiss8Hidftnl,MMtiaG.Seii  ~ 


Jriin  8Dilis,J<AB  Smith,  SaBaal  SiMih, Hasty  Beolh- 
ard,  Joseph  Btanlon,  David  Thoaaa.  F^b  R.ThoB^ 
aon,  Uri  TiacT,  Abram  Tiigg,  Jeaanh  B.  Vamaa, 
John  WhitabUI,  Robert  WMtaUU,  Davsd  B.  Waiia^ 
Nathan  Witliaais,  and  Joseph  Winsttm. 

Nats— 8Uai  Batton,  CluiriD|itier  Clad,  SamncI  W. 
Dana,  Caleb  EUis,  WiUiam  Ely,  JoK^Jk  Uwb,  jnn., 
Jaoallun  O.  Moaely,  Jeremiah  Nahon,  Ttrnttiq  Kt 
Josish  QuioCT,  Beqja  "  ■"  "  .  ~ 
rbomu  W.  ThompHii 
id  Peleg  Wadsworth. 

And  then  the  main  question  being «tale^  "That 
the  House  do  agree  to  the  said  motion,"  a  divis- 
ion of  the  said  question  was  called  for:  Wbere- 
npon,  the  first  ntemlKr  thereof  beiog  i^ain  read, 
in  the  words  roltuwing,  to  wit: 

"Bttohtd,  That^shaigaseaiitainadinthaBeaa- 
riala  of  flamnel  G.  Ogdw  and  tt  WiUkm  &  »Mth, 
■TO,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Bonsa,  auamniilad  by  aa} 
avideaee  which,  in  the  least  dsgieB,  erinuBatas  iba  £>■ 
eeutiTe  Oonmment  of  this  00110117.'' 

The  question  was  taken  tkat  the  Hoate  do 
agree  to  the  said  first  meiftbc*  of  the  iiMitinn.  and 
resalved  in  the  affirmative — ye»s  Ti,  aays  8,  at 
follo- 


Yua— Evan  Aleiandor,  WiUia  Aklsa,  a 
Andenon,  David   Bud,  Joa«ph   Barfar,  Gi     _ 
Bedinger,  Bainabss  Bidnell,  SiAai  Blake,  joa.,  Bdat 


,nB..tSM 

Gaasiv  II 


eridt  Conrad,  Leonard  Corington,  Jacob  CicsmW' 
shield,  Ridiard  Cutti,  Eira  Dsi^,  EBas  Bsite.  Pets 
Esrij,  James  Elliott.  Ebeneiar  Elmer,  WilisB  Tai^ 
lej.  Jamea  FHA,  John  Fowler,  Jamea  M.  Gameu,  Ar 
draw  Gregg,  Isaiab  L.  Green,  Sflaa  Habiiy,  Jeba  Hm- 
ihoo,  David  Holmaa,  David  Hmgfar  Joha  G.  JartM. 
Wahei  Jonea,  John  Lambert,  Matthew  1.700,  PsBik 
Magnider.  Robert  Marion,  Wittiau  MoCrwes7,  lUe- 
Iss  R.  Meare.  Thsaaoi  Moore,  Jaieniah  Monov.Jska 
Moitoti,  Gordon  &  MnmAnf,  ThoHH  FIspm  jua, 
Gideon  OUn,  John  Pngh,  John  Raadokb.  n^aa  K 
Randolph,  John  Esa  of  Pea^lvawa,  J«4b  Khca  u 
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rennetMe,  John  BbmcU,  Pater  SuIIj,  Thomu  Ban- 
moDs,  Thomu  Buidforil,  Hutin  G.  Schuneman,  Jsma 
Sloaa,  John  Smitie,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Htary 
Sonllurd,  Jowph  Stanton,  Dand  Thomaj,  Philip  R. 
FhompBon,  Uri  Tncj,  Abram  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Var- 
[lum,  John  WbitehiU,  Robert  Whilebill,  Da*id  R.  Wil- 
luma,  Nathan  Williami,  Richaid  Winn,  and  Jouph 
WiiutoD. 

Nais— Bnrwell  Banett,  Samnel  W.  Dana,  WilUnn 
S\j,  Joseph  Lewii,  jiin.,  Jonathan  O.  MomIt,  Jero- 
ni^  Natwni,  Jonah  Qtiiney,   and   Killian  K.  Van 


The  second  memtier  of  the  said  motion  beiog 
tgain  read  in  the  words  following,  to  wii: 

"  That  the  said  memorials  appear  to  hare  bean  pra- 
tentad  at  a  time,  and  under  circumstance*  inaidiousl; 
»lculBted  to  axdte  unjust  suspicion  in  the  minds  of 
he  good  people  of  this  nation,  against  the  existing 
lldmJniBtration  of  the  Qaneral  Govammant." 

The  question  was  taken  that  (he  House  da  agree 
:o  the  said  aecond  member  of  the  molioo,  ana  re- 
iolved  )D  the  a&umatiTe — yeas  70,  nay*  13,  as 
'oliows : 

V>Aa — Gran  Alaxandet,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Iiaac 
^nderMin,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Bumell  Bas- 
lett,  George  K,.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John 
Blake,  jnn.,  Robart  Brown,  Leri  Caeey,  John  Chan- 
ller,  John  Claibome,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Cloploa, 
P'rednrick  Conrad,  Leonerd  CoTingtoa,  Jacob  Crown- 
nsbield,  Richard  Cutts,  Eira  Darby,  Elias  Eaile,  Pe- 
er Early,  Jamei  Elliot,  Gbeneier  Blmer,  William 
Pindley,  Jamet  Piak,,J(jin  Fonler,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Isaiah  L.  Oreen,  Silas  Hali^,  John  Hamilton,  David 
Holmes,  John  O.  Jackaon,  Walter  Jones,  John  Lam- 
>ert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magmder,  Robert  Ma- 
ion,  Joaiah  Masters,  William  MeCreery,  Nieholas  R. 
Hoore,  ThomM  Moore,  John  Monow,  Gardon  S. 
Hamtbrd,  Thomaa  Newtan,  Jan.,  Gideon  Clin,  John 
!*Dgh,  TlK»naa  M.  Randolph,  John  Raa  of  Pennnlra- 
lia,  Joha  Rhaa  of  Tenness^  J<Hm  BiHseU,  Feter 
lailly,  ThouM  Swihods,  Thoma*  Saadfard,  Martin 
J.  Schanaman,  James  8tMi^  John  Smilk,  Johii  Smith, 
jsmuel  Smith,  Hsniy  Sonthord,  Joseph  StanUa,  Da- 
lid  Tbomaa,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Varaum,  John 
Wlutehill,  Robert  Whitdull,  David  R.  WiUiama.  Na- 
han  Williane,  Richard  Wiu>>  ud  Joae^  WinsloH. 

Nm—Ohrirto^r  Ctaik,  Bunnal  W.  Dana,  Wi- 
■am  Ely,  Jamaa  M.  Gsmatt,  Joseph  Lesria,  jnn.,  Jon- 
ithan  6.  Moady,  Jaramiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin. 
UQ.,  Joaiah  t^amcf,  John  Randotph,  Phflip  R.  Thomp- 
wn,  Abiam  Tiigg,  and  Kflhon  S.  Van  Ranasdasr. 

The  third  menber  of  the  acid  motioo  heing 
igaig  read,  in  the  words  folliMnng,  to  wit : 

"And  that  itwould  be  highly  improperin  this  House, 
lo  take  any  step  which  mi^t  influence  or  prejudice  a 
suae  now  depending  in  a  legal  tribunal  of  the  United 
Stataa." 

The  questioo  was  taken  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  said  third  mesiber  of  the  motion,  and  noan- 
imoii»lf  rcK^red  ia  the  affiri&Ati?e,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  erny  metaber  preseBt  roting  in  the  affiim- 

Bvan  Aleiander,  WiUis  Alston,  jnn.,  Isaac  Ande(- 
son,  David  Bard,  Joaeph  Barker,  Burwell  Bassett, 
George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Jclkn  Blake, 
iun.,  Robert  Brown,  Lavi  Oaaay,  John  Chandler,  John 
CUihome,  ChdslojjJui  Ckrk,  Uatthew    Clay,  idba 


Clapton,  Fradeiiek  Conrad,  Leonard  Covington,  Jacob 
Crowninshiald,  Ridisrd  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Bara 
Darby,  EUas  Eerie,  Peter  Early,  James  EUiot,  Ebene- 
ler  Elmer,  William  Ely,  WUliam  Findley,  James  ^ak, 
John  Fowler,  James  M.  Gamett,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Silas  Hslsey,  John  Hamilton,  David  Hotmei^ 
John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  John  Lambert,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jus.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder,  Robert 
Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  MeCreery,  Niehohi 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O. 
Mosely,  Gurdon  B.  Mumfcrd,  Jeremtah  Nelson,  Thou- 
as  Newton,  jnn.,  Gideon  Oltn,  Timothy  Pittio,  jn., 
John  Pugh,  Josiah  Qnini^,  Jotm  Randriph,  John  Rm 
of  Pannsybania,  J«ti>i  Rhea  of  TMUusea,  Jaha  Bd» 
sell,  Fetar  SaUy,  Thomas  BaBnuma,  l^OMaa  Sand- 
fbrd,  Martin  G.  SehnnwwM,  Jsnea  Sloan,  iaka  Bai- 
lie,  John  Smith,  Bamtial  Smith,  Reaiy  Sonthaid, 
Joawh  Stanton,  SBDuel  Tannay,  David  ThMsaa, 
Philip  R.  Thotapaon,  Uri  Tracy,  Abrav  Trigg,  Killian 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamuoi,  Jolm  While- 
bill. Robert  Whitehtll,  David  B.  Williams,  Richard 
Winn,  and  Jos^h  Winston. 

The  fourth  and  last  member  of  Che  said  motioa 
being  again  read,  in  the  words  following,  lo  wit; 

«  Therefore,  Rttotetd,  That  the  wid  memorials  ba, 
by  the  Clork  of -this  Houae,  retamed  to  those  frMa 
whom  they  camei" 


nd  resolved  itt  the  affirn 
s  folloi 


—yeas  71,  nays  14, 


Ysis— Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jnn.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Borwefl  Baa- 
sett.  Barnabas  BidweH,  John  Blake,  junior,  Robart 
Brown,  Levi  Casey,  JiAn  Ohaudlsr,  John  Cltl- 
bome,  Matthew  Clay,  John  (Kaplan,  Pradmok  Oo*- 
rad,  Leonard  Oovingtan,  Jaoab  Crownindiield,  Riohaad 
Cntts,  Ear*  Derby,  John  Dawson,  Blits  Eerie,  Polai 
Early,  James  Elliot,  GbenaMt  Elaur,  John  W.  Gpp«, 
WiUiem  Fiudley,  Jane*  Fiak,  John  Fowlar,  Janes  H. 
Gamett,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Graen,  SUas  Halaay, 
Jotw  Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  John  G.  Jaekaon,  Jolm 
Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  M^ruder,  Robert 
Marion,  Joaiah  Masters,  William  McCieery,  Nicholee 
B-  Moora,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Ourdon  8. 
Mumford,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  Olin,  John 
Pugh,  Thomu  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  PennsylTe> 
nia,John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Peter  Ssilly,  llMMnaa 
Sammons,  Thomaa  Sandfbrd,  Martin  G.  ScbancmaB, 
James  Moan,  John  Bmilie,  John  Bmilh,  Samnel  SmM, 
Henry  Sonthard,  Joae^  Stanton,  David  ThonHC,  PUI- 
ip  R.  Thompson,  Uri  l*raey,  Joseph  B.  VamDB,  Joha 
WUtebUl,  Rabart  WhllehUl,  De-nd  R.  Wihiams,  Na- 
than WiUiems,  Richard  Winn,  end  Jossfh  Winab^ 

Niis — George  M.  Be^ger,  Chiistopber  Clrt ,  Baai* 
nel  W.  Dana,  William  Ely,  Joaeph  Lewis,  jnn.,  iei^ 
miih  Nelson,  Timothy  Pittin,  jnn.,  Josiah  (^mmef, 
John  Randolph,  John  RtiBaell,  Samuel  Thompson, 'na- 
mea  W.  Thompson,  Abtaa  Trigg,  and  Kiliiaa  K.  Van 


DUTIES  ON  SALT. 
The  House  took  up  the  amendment*  of  tha 
Senate  lo  ibe  bill  repealing  the  acts  laying  dudw 
on  >ell,  and  continuing  in  uirce  for  a  further  tinw, 
the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  fur- 
ther to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of  iha 
Uaited  Siaiea  agaiiul  the  Bubaiy  Powen^" 
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Tbesc  BCQeDdmcuti  propcit«d  siriking  out  all 
the  pTOTisions  of  the  bill  relatiTe  to  the  repeal  of 
ihedalv  on  salt. 

Mr.  Albtoh  said  he  believed  it  would  be  :i 
der  to  amend  the  atneDdment  of  the  Senate.  If  it 
were,  he  would  offer  an  ■mendment,  which  would 
go  to  take  off  the  duty  on  ull  to  the  amouDl  ol 
ciKht  cent*. 

The  Speakbr  considering  the  amendment,  in 
the  prewnt  itage  of  the  busmesa,  not  io  order,  the 
.qaeilion  wai  put  on  coDcarring  io  the  amend- 
ments af  the  Senate. 

Mr.  J.  Rardolpb. — I  nndetatand  this  Hotue  to 
hare  mdI  a  bill  to  the  Senate  repealing  the  exist- 
tag  ddtf  on  salt,  and  continuing  fora  further  lime 
the  tax  imposing  a  dut7  of  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  on  articles  previously  charged  with  ad  vaio- 
tem  duties.    Ttie  Senate  hare  returned  the  bill, 


laments,  and  the 
shall  offer  will  not  be  those  drawn  from  ezpedi 
BDcy,  bat  from  my  idea  of  the  Constilutional 

Ciwers  of  this,  and  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
inre — which  is,  that  it  is  the  sole  and  indispui*' 
ble  prerogative  of  this  House  to  grant  the  money 
of  tLe  people  of  the  United  States.  It  is  he: 
only  that  a  grant  of  moner  can  originate.  It 
true  that  the  Senate  hare  tKe  power  of  amending 
money  bills,  but  my  idea  of  ttte  extent  to  which 
that  power  can  go,  according  to  the  true  spirit  of 
the  Constiimion,  is  this:  While  the  Senate  may 
ua«nd  money  bills,  to  facilitate  the  coUectioc  of 
dunes,  or  m  other  respects,  as  to  their  details,  they 
do  not  poMess  the  Conatiiationat  power  of  vary- 
ing either  the  qnantam  of  tax  propoaad  ia  tliis 
House,  or  the  object  on  which  it  may  be  levied. 
I  hope  the  House  will  never  consent  to  give  up 
this  invaluable  privilege  of  saying  what  supplies 
tber  will  grant,  and  the  object  on  which  they 
ahalt  be  levied.  But,  even  supposins  this  objec- 
tion nugatory,  I  hope  this  House  will  not  suffer 
itself  to  be  trapped,  on  the  lailday  of  the  session, 
in  agreeing  to  a  grant  it  was  never  in  their  con- 
templation to  mate.  When  we  sent  a  bill  to  the 
other  branch  to  continue  the  Mediterranean  duty, 
we  sent  at  the  same  lime,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  duly 
OB  salt  The  amendment  from  the  Senate  can  be 
viewed  in  no  other  light  than  a*  originating  a 
mimey  bill  in  the  Senate.  It  goes  to  originate  a 
tax  on  ttlt.  Such,  in  effect,  will  be  the  object 
■nd  tendettey  of  the  measure.    Let  us  suppooe, 

.iMIead  of  sending  to  the  Senate*  bill  imposing  a 
new  tax,  we  bad  sent  a  simple  bill  to  repeal  this 

,nme  tax  upon  salt— could  the  Senate,  by  an 
amendment,  rivet  and  eontinne  the  Meditena- 
oean  fnnd  7  And  if  they  could,  would  not  thai 
be  ori^nating  a  money  bill  1  I  hope  the  Houk 
will  disagree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate. 

Hr.  Sloan. — However  I  may  expose  myself  to 
the  censure  of  the  gentleman  from  Yirginia,  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  say  something  ua  a  subject 
highly  interesting  to  my  constituents.  Nolwith- 
Btandinff  the  talents  and  eloquence  of  that  ^otle- 
maii,  I  differ  from  himon  thismibject.  I  will  ask 
what  chance  there  was  of  obtaimng  the  repeal  of, 


this  tax  upon  salt,  when  the  measnre  iw  proposed 
at  the  heel  of  a  session,  when  it  mig'hi  harr  been 
ofiered  three  months  ego,  and  conaected  with 
another  thing  which  compelled  me  tovotefoiiiT 
In  my  opinion,  it  is  ai  ConsiitutiODftl  for  tu  to 
agree  to  an  amendment  of  the  Senate  as  if  (m 
thing  originated  with  us.  I  hope  the  Home  wi3 
agree  to  the  amendment  The  situation  of  oni 
anairs  requires  it,  and  I  trust  we  shall  treat  witk 
contempt  the  attempt  to  force  down  so  importtnl 
a  bill  at  the  end  of  a  sesuon. 

Mr.  Alston  thought  it  would  be  advinUe  to 
accommodate  with  the  Senate.  la  order  to  ob- 
tain an  accommodation,  he  should  vote,  in  the 
first  instance,  against  the  ameadnieots  of  the  Seik- 
ate.  On  a  conference,  they  may  a^ree  to  xtiike 
off  the  duty  of  eifchi  cents  on  salt,  and  the  nen 
year,  when  we  sbal!  belter  understand  ibegrouDd 
on  which  we  stand,  the  House  may  be  disposed 
still  farther  to  lessen  the  burden. 

Mr.  Rbea,  of  Tennessee. — I  do  not  consider 
this  bill  as  in  the  nature  of  a  bill  originatrog  reve- 
nue, but  as  one,  on  the  contrary,  demcting  from 
the  revenue.    I  contend  that  the  Senate  have  the 
power,  at  any  time,  to  say  ihey  iriU  itot  consent 
to  the  repeal  of  a  revenue  law,  else  Ihey  are  a 
trifling,  insignificant  body.    Aie  they  not,  as  well 
as  we,  to  judge  of  the  eiiftency  of  the  conntry ! 
This  IS  not  a  question  of  expediency  bat  of  ne- 
cessity.   Though  we  are  desiroas  of  uking  off 
the  duty  on  salt,  such  is  the  situation  of  the  conn-  : 
try, menaced  with  foreign  danger,  and  partkolatly   | 
with  a  war  with  Tunis,  that  the  revenue  ought  not  i 
to  be  diminished.    For  these  reasoos  I  shall  con- 
cur  in  the  amendment  of  the  Seoaie.  ' 

The  yesi)  and  nays  were  then  uken  on  agreeing 
■o  tbe  amendment  of  the  Sraatc — yeas  34.  nays   ' 
56,  as  follows : 

Tri.s— John  Blake,  jr.,  Richard  Csrtto,  Esra  Btiby, 
Junes  Pisk,  Inunb  L.  Orean,  Walter  loMs,  Midnri 
Leib,  Mstthew  Lvon,  losiah  MaMen,  NsAslat  E. 
Moore,  Onrdon  8.  Mamfbrd,  Thomas  N«wlim,,pm>m', 
Thorosa  M.  Randcaph,  John  Rbea  of  Tenassan.  John 
Rnnell,  Peter  Saillj,  ThomsrSammoM,  TbamMSsni- 
fbrd,  Msttin  O.  Scfaaneman,  Jw.  Sloan,  David  Tbcmm, 
Vti  Tracy,  John  WUtehilt,  and  Ntihan  WAmk. 

Nats — Enn  Aleiandor,  WHfis  Alston,  Jan.  Bar- 
well  Bsasatt,  Oeorgs  If.  Bsdingar,  Silas  BcOgsk,  Bsina- 
bas  Bidwell,  Robert  Brawn,  hm  Caaey,  JAd  Chand- 
ler, John  Clsibome,  Chriitophar  Clsifc,  MmiIiss  d^, 
Jcdm  Cloplon,  Jacob  CrownimhicM,  John  Daveaipot^ 
junior,  John  Dswsen,  Eliu  EarU,  Patai  Bsa^,  Jsbh 
Elliot,  Ebeneier  Etmer,  William  Ely,  J^n  W.  Eppo, 
Junes  M.  Gsmett,  Edwin  Grsj,  Andrew  Greg^  eUss 
HbIs^,  John  Hamilton,  Daiid  Holmes,  David  Hongh, 
JoMph  Lewis,  jun.,  Thomsi  Moom,  Jghn  Monov,  Jon- 
athan 0.  MoBcly,  Jeremiah  Nskon,  Oiilean  C^,  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Pogh,  Joeiah  Qaincj,  Joha 
Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jokn  E^  "*' 
John  ^utb,  Samue)  Smith,  JoMh  Stanton,  ~ 
Talbnadse,  Ssmnsl  Tenney,  Philip  R.  't 
Thomas  W.  Thompaon,  Abrun  Trigg,  Jompb  B.'Tit- 
num,  Pcleg  Wadsworth,  Robert  Whilehin,  DaiWJ^ 
Williuns,  Aleiander  Wilwln,  Richard  Winn,  a^  Jo- 
seph Winston. 

Hr.  J.  RaitnOLPB. — I  hope  we  shall  bow  ad- 
ne  M  out  disagreement  to  tb«  ameiulinait  oC  Uk 
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Seatle.  I  hope  we  shall  not  concar  with  the  Si 
Ate,  upder  the  idea  of  reducing  the  duty  on  salt 
from  twenty  to  twelre  ceata.  Notwithalaading 
a  feai  entertained  by  some  gentlemen  of  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  revenue,  the  Houie,  by  a  vast  n'ap''' 
ity,  passed  the  bill  repealing  the  duty  on  salt.  The 
Message  of  the  President  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitiee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  that  Committer 
made  a  report  recommending  the  taking  off  thi 
duty  on  salt,  and  eonlinning  the  two  and  a  half 
per  cent.  duty.  Every  objection  to  the  measure 
that  DOW  exists  then  existed,  and  ought  then  to 
have  been  offered.  We  then  sent  to  the  elher 
House  a  supply  of  money— a  tax  yielding  ^^''''i' 
000,  with  tW  probability  of  its  amounting  the 
ensuing  year  to  a  million ;  in  this  same  bill  we 
proposed  taking  off  a  tax,  which  does  not  yield 
8600,000;  we  therefore  made  a  grant  of  8400,000 
anouatlv.  It  is  said  that  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  doee  not  go  to  the  imposition  of  a  new  tax, 
bnt  that  it  continues  the  lerenue  as  it  is.  There 
is  some  plausibility,  but  no  solidity  in  this  remark. 
If  it  goes  to  continue  the  KTcnue  as  it  now  is, 
where  is  the  necessity  of  continuing  the  duty  of 
two  and  a  half  per  cent,  t  tt  is  theiefor«  in  fact 
a  new  money  bill.  Let  me  urge  one  thing  tothe 
House,  if  we  erer  mean  to  strikeoff  tbe  duty  on 
salt,  we  must  cline  to  the  Medilerraoain  fnnd  as 
the  lever  to  lift  this  load  from  tbe  shoulders  of 
the  people.  It  will  be  recollected  that  within  6ve 
years  we  have  taken  off  the  internal  taxes.  I  am 
glad  of  it;  for  I  feai  it  wotild  not  now  be  done. 
They  produced  abotit  $800,000,  inclusive  of  the 
taxes  which  have  expired,  and  ^^40,000  exclusive 
of  them.  But  we  have  granted  a  supply  of  two 
and  a  half  per  cent,  duties,  which  yield  annnally, 
from  nine  hundred  thousand,  to  a  million  dollars. 
This  is  a  compete  of&et  to  tbe  repeal  of  the  in- 
ternal taxes.  What  we  have  lost  by  their  repeal 
we  have  gained,  with  the  addition  of  one  or  two 
hundred  ihoosand  dollars  beyond  the  sum  we 
should  have  received,  had  they  been  suffered  to 
remain,  and  no  addition  been  made  to  tbe  duties 
OD  imports  and  tonnage;  and  yet  we  hear  of  the 
growing  demands  of  tbe  Government.  But  tbe 
growing  demands  of  all  Oovemments  are  alike. 
Do  gentlemen  recollect  the  growing  state  of  the 
nation?  When  this  Qovemment  was  first  put  in 
motion,  the  duties  on  imports  were  not  more  than 
four  or  five  millions.  Toese  resources  are  daily 
growing,  and  a  fund  accruing  from  the  increasing 

Erospenty  of  the  people^hich  their  guardians  are 
ound  to  account  for.  Though  we  have  contract- 
ed a  debt  for  New  Orleans,  we  hsve  gained  a  rev- 
enue of  not  less  than  $300,000  a  year.  From 
these  circumstances  I  hope  we  shall  adhere  to  our 
disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
and  that  they  wilL  in  their  justness  and  gracious- 
ness,  yield  h  tax  of  half  a  million  for  a  tax  which 
produce?  a  whole  million.  It  is  a  new  stretch  of 
Senatorial  prerogative,  for  that  body— '.^ 

The  Sfbakeb  said  the  House  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  conduct  of  the  Senate — it  was  therefore 
«nt  of  order  to  make  such  remarks. 

Mr.  J.  Rahdolph. — I  would  wish  to  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  Senate ;  and  am  therefore  in 


favor  of  adhering  (o  our  vote — though  I  believe, 
wben  there  is  a  Consiituiiooal  qoestion  as  to  the 
powers  of  the  two  branches,  we  may  verv  properly 
examine  their  proceedings.  It  is  said  the  Suiate 
may  strike  out  all  but  the  title  of  yonr  bills.  In- 
disputably; but  will  this  House  submit?  Sap- 
pose  you  send  a  bill  to  the  Senate  laying  a  daijr 
of  two  per  cent,  on  saltpetre,  and  they  send  it 
back  to  vou,  striking  out  tnis  provision,  snd  ^ving 
you  a  bill  in  lieu  ofit,layinga  tax  of  four  shillings 
m  the  ponnd  on  all  the  lands  of  the  United  Stales. 
Is  that,  under  the  Constiiulion,  a  fair  exercise  of 
their  power  ?  To  my  mind,  if  the  position  be  ad- 
mitted, that  it  is  the  sole  privil^e  of  this  Honso 
R)  grant  tbe  public  money,  it  is  extremely  indecent, 
to  say  no  more,  for  that  branch  of  the  Legislature 
to  tell  the  United  States  they  will  get  all  the 
money  they  can,  whatever  may  be  the  disposition 
of  this  Honse.  Recollect  how  the  salt  tax  waa 
laid  before — on  the  last  day  of  an  expiring  Con- 
gress, after  a  proposition  to  lay  the  tax  had  been 
rejected,  and  membershad  gone  home,  under  the 
persuasion  that  no  such  attempt  wonld  be  renew- 
ed. By  some  little  modifieaiion  of  that  proposi- 
tion, a  tax  of  twentv  cents  was  laid  on  everr 
fifty-six  pounds  of  salt,  and  riveted  on  the  peopM 
forever.  When  I  say  forever,  I  mean  the  period 
of  its  being  taken  off  depends  on  a  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  over  which  the  people  have  but  little 
control,  who  are  the  representatives,  not  of  the 

Kople,  bnt  of  the  State  sovereignties.  Now,  if  the 
juse  do  wish,  as  surely  they  must,  to  gel  rid  of 
this  tax,  and  if  tbey  believe,  as  they  must,  that  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  country  admit  of  its 
repeat,  else  the  bill  wonld  not  have  passed  by  so 
large  a  majority,  I  hope  they  will  adnere  to  tbeir 
disagraement  to'the  amendments  of  the  Senat^ 
and  put  it  in  thepowerof  the  other  branch  to  take 
so  mueh  of  the  public  money,  as  it  is  ourpleasnra 
to  grant,  and  not  one  cent  more. 

Mr.  Rbea,  of  .Tennessee. — As  I  do  not  appear 
to  have  been  understood,  it  is  necessary  tnat  I 
should  say  a  few  words  in  explanation.  I  said 
nothing  of  the  Mediterranean  fund.  I  said  then, 
and  I  still  say,  I  do  not  contemplate  this  bill,  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  imposing  a  duty  on  salt,  as  g 
money  bill;  and  I  consider  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  as  only  a  negation  to  the  repeal  of  laws 
affecting  the  revenue.  I  said  that  House  bads 
right  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  a  repeal  of  e 
revenue  law,  and  I  say  so  still.  We  say  we  are 
in  favor  of  a  repeat  of  the  law  imposing  a  doty  on 
salt — they  say  they  are  against  it.  What  has  that 
to  do.witb  originating  a  money  bill  7  One  is  as  dis- 
tinct from  the  other  as  the  effect  from  its  cause. 
I  agree  that  this  House  has  the  right  to  originate 
revenue  laws;  but,  once  enacted,  they  have  an 
e<iual  right  with  us  to  judge  of  the  expediency  of 
rescinding  ih«n.  With  regard  to  this  taw,  when 
I  came  here,  I  fonnd  it  in  existence,  and  I  think 
in  the  present  slate  of  the  country  it  ought  to  becon- 
tinned.  Have  we  not  every  reason  to  believe 
that  we  shall  be  embroiled  in  a  war  with  Tunin? 
Wilt  not  this  uke  all  the  revenue  we  have  to 
■pare  T  I  shsdl  be  glad  if  it  will  not  take  more. 
Ws  tiave  no  information  from  tbe  Executive 
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OoveiDinent,  that  thii  dul;  can  be  diipeaaed  wiib. 
We  bare  uea  do  report  on  the  Fubject  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Il  »  not  my  duly  to 
sii  here  aod  disarm  the  GoTcrnmeDl  of  the  power 
of  promoting  ibe  public  ioteresl.  You  may  go 
on  repealiog  one  law  after  another,  until  ibe  Ei- 
ecatiye  has  but  the  mere  name  of  autboriiy  left. 
It  bai  been  aaid  thai  the  demandi  on  the  Treatary 
may  increase— I  believe  they  may  juitlyinerease; 
we  know  indeed  they  have  increased.  Since  the 
meeting  of  Congreaa  we  have  taken  measures 
which  may  increase  them  for  eventual  S<>od,  for 
tha  benefit  of  the  whole  communiiy.  Being  of 
this  opinion,  I  must  vote  against  cbls  biU  in  every 
ahspe  in  which  it  cornea  before  me. 

Mr.  J.  BinnoLPH.— I  undersUnd  that  if  the 
House  do  adhere,  all  conference  with  the  Seoaie 


doty  OD  latt  to  having  the 
they  will  refuse  to  recede  from  their  amendments. 
But  1  have  no  idea  they  will  refuse  a  revenue  of 
a  million  for  half  a  million.  I  am  as  anxious  aa 
any  man  to  vole  the  neceaaary  suppliei  of  the 
OovernmeDt.  and  perhaps  my  vote  might  have 
beeu  materially  ionuenced,  had  a  di&erent  vote 
prevailed  on  the  bill  relative  lo  the  public  debt, 
which  has  been  poaiponed.  Bui  when  I  Gnd  the 
hands  of  the  Comnusaioner*  of  ihe  Sinking  Fund 
tied,  ami  that  there  is  a  probability  that  they  will 
be  obliged  to  pour  back  into  the  Treasury,  a  pan 
«f  Um  fund  vested  in  them,  I  feel  altogether  iadis- 
posed  to  tbia  amendment.  If  all  the  surplus  reve- 
nue coald  be  applied  to  the  discharge  of  ibe  debt, 
I  might  be  as  liberal  as  any  man  in  graoting  it; 
but  aa  it  cannot,  I  am  for  adhering  to  our  vote. 

Mr.  CoHBAD. — I  hope  we  shall  adhere,  but  try 
a  conference.  Il  wilf  then  be  time  aoough  to 
oouaider  wbelhei  we  will  adhere.  Anxious  a*  I 
am  to  get  rid  of  thli  odious  lax,  I  will  asree  lo 
reduce  the  duty  to  12  centa,  or  keep  the  Mediter- 
laaean  fund,  and  next  aeaiion  judge  whether  ve 
are  able  to  lake  off  the  whole  of  it. 

Mr.  Rbea,  of  Tennensee,  aaid  be  barely  Eoae 
to  set  ibegeDtJemaD  from  Virginia  right,  by  stating 
that  the  bauds  ofibeCommissioaere  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  would  not  be  tied  for  several  yean  to  come, 
and  that  Congress  would  be  in  session  before  any 
auch  great  sum  would  be  accumulated  in  their 
hands. 

Mr.  Lton  said  be  felt  as  great  an  aversion  to 
the  salt  lax  as  any  other  man,  but  his  strong  wish 
was  to  act  in  such  a  manner  that  the  Executive 
Oovernment  might  not  be  distressed  in  discharg- 
ing the  duties  devolved  on  it  by  the  Legislalute. 
He  should  vote  against  adhering,  that  a  confer- 
ance  might  be  had  with  the  Senate.  He  should 
vote  for  taking  off  the  mIi  tax,  if  he  thought  the 
Oovernment  euald  do  without  it;  and  he  nad  no 
doubt  that  most  of  the  gentlemen  were  under  the 
impreieion  that  ibe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
thought  we  could  do  without  it.  Be  said,  for  bis 
own  satisfaction,  he  had  applied  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  who  had  told  him  the  Oovem- 
nent  could  not  do  without  it. 

The  motion  to  adhere  was  then  disagreed  to— 
]r<aa  36,  uaya  42.    When  (he  House  agreed  to 


insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the  ameBdmrntof 
the  Senate,  and  appointed  a  committee  of  eonfei- 
encr. 

And  then,  on  a  motion,  made  and  seconded,  lie 
House  adjonraed  until  half  past  six  o'clock,  foa 
meridiem. 

Eodem  Die,  haypatl  6  o'dot^ 

A  message  from  the  Benaie  inromied  the  Hone 
._Bt  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  confereaec  de- 
sired by  thia  House  on  the  sabjcct-matter  of  the 
amendment  depending  between  the  two  Hone 
to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  in  additton  t«  uid^ 
entitled  'An  act  lupplementary  to  tbe  act  pan- 
ding  for  B  Naval  Peace  EstaUishment,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  and  have  appointed  maiMfaiil 
the  same  on  their  part.  The  Senale  have  a^ 
pointed  a  committee  on  their  part,  jointly,  witk 
such  committee  aa  may  be  appointed  oo  tie  pan 
of  this  House,  to  wait  on  the  PreaidcM  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  notify  him  of  the  jnposedie- 
ecss  of  Congress. 

The  House  proceeded  to  conaida  ao  taaeh  at 
the  aforegoing  measase  of  the  Senate  as  relates 
to  the  appointment  of  a  joint  commiltsr  of  the 
two  Houses  to  wait  on  the  Preaideot  of  thtXIot- 
tcd  States,  and  notify  him  of  the  prc^Msedteem 
ofCongreas;  Whereupon, 

JtttUved,  That  this  House  doth  agree  lo  ibe 
samei  and  thatMr.  £aaLT,Hr.THOl■ssl(.Bla- 
BOLPH,  and  Mr.  Cutts,  be  appointed  of  ike  said 
committee,  on  rh«  part  of  this  House. 

The  HoBse  proceeded  to  eoBsider  the  nond- 
ment  proposed  by  Ihe  Senate  U  the  bill,  euiiikd 
"An  act  to  ameod,  is  the  eases  therein  meniieud, 
the  act  to  regulate  tbe  colleettoa  (rf  duties  on  in- 
ports aad  tannage:"  Wbereopon. 

Jitialved,  That  this  Hoose  doth  agree  to  (be 
said  amendment. 

The  Housa  reaolved  itself  into  a  Gomnuttee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  aeot  fKm  the  Benatc,  «a-    ' 
titled  '^An  act  for  tbe  paniahmeni  of  connierfeit- 
ing  ihe  current  coin  oi  the  United  States,  mi  fbr 
other  purposes.    The  bill  waa  reported  withoot 

The  House  proceeded  to  conaidei  tbe  said  bill 
at  the  Clerk's  (able :  Whereupon,  the  bill  m  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  At  amnd- 
ment  proposed  ny  the  Senate  to  the  bill  eatitled 
"An  act  respecting  the  claims  to  land  in  the  Indi- 
ana Territory  and  State  of  Ohio :"  Whereopoa, 

R—otoed,  That  this  House  doth  agree  laths 
said  amendment. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commiitee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Seaaie,  «- 
tilted  "An  act  for  the  regolaiion  of  the  times  i^ 
hdding  the  Conrts  of  the  District  of  Coinmbis. 
and  for  other  purposes.  The  bill  -was  reported 
without  amend  menu 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  IsB 
at  tbe  Clerk's  ublet  Whereupon,  the  bill  W 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Smilie,  from  the  managera  appoinirJ  this 
day,  on  the  part  of  thia  House,  to  attend  s  con- 
{cttOLCe  with   the  Senate  on   the   aotgect-aana 
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Houses  to  the  bill,  eotitled 
10  ao  act,  entitled  'Ad  acl  snppkmeatary  to  the 
■et  proTidiDg  for  a  Naval  Peace  K«iabliHhmeDt. 
and  for  other  pnrpows,"  reported  tbat  they  had 
met  the  maaagera  oa  the  pan  of  ibe  Senate,  and 
had  come  to  do  agreement  tkerenpoD. 

NAVAL  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

A  measage  from  the  Seoate  infoTmed  the  Hoase 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  ameodmeat  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  aat  in  additioa  to  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  provi- 
ding for  a  Naval  Peace  Bstahlishmeat,  and  for 
other  pnrpotei,".  to  thair  dissgreeoient  to  which 
this  Houae  haih  iuisied.  The  Senate  adhere 
lo  their  amendment  to  the  bill,  Entitled  "An  act 
rqieating  the  acts  laying  duties  on  lalt,  and  con- 
tinuing in  force,  (or  a  further  time,  the  firat  *ee- 
'  tion  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  further  to  protect 
:  the  commerce  and  namen  of  ibe  United  Slatet 
against  the  Barbary  Powers." 

Mr.  Obbqo,  from  the  committee  of  conference 
on  the  aanw  bill,  obeerred  that  the  conferees  on 
the  part  of  the  Senale  did  not  discover  any  dia- 
poaiiion  to  recede  from  their  amendmenla.  The 
conferees  on  the  part  of  the  House  iiatad  the  dan- 
ger of  losing  the  bill  if  the  conferees  did  not  relax, 
and  proposed  to  nteei  theni  on  the  grouitd  of  com- 
promise, by  taking  off  the  duty  of  eight  cenis  im- 
poeed  on  salt.  To  this  proposition  the  c<mfcren 
on  the  part  of  the  Scqate  declined  aeecding. 

Mr.  J.  IUndolfb  moved  that  the  Utwue  adhere 
to  their  diaagreement  to  the  amendmesis  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  a  _  _ 
though  I  was  originally  in  &v6r 
ate  Mving  adhered  to  their  vote,  to  repeal  tha 
duty  on  salt  is  out  of  the  question.  Xbe  only 
question  now  is,  whether  we  shall  contisue  the 
Mediterranean  land  indepeodeni  of  the  other. 
Seeing  that  I  cannot  get  the  first^  I  will  not  on  that 
account  lose  the  last;  for  I  do  bclieve,under  present 
circumstanoes,  it  would  be  nnwiie  to  divest  our- 
selves of  the  Mediterranean  lund. 

Mr.  Alstom. — Having  done  everythins  in  our 
power  to  repeal  the  duty  on  salt  or  to  tesaen  il, 
the  only  question  is,  whether  we  shall  continue 
the  Mediierranean  fund  until  the  uext  session  or 
not.  I  call  DO  gentlemen  to  take  a  review  of  the 
different  estimates  from  the  Treasury  during  the 
pccaent  session,  and  lo  consider  the  expenses  tbey 
warrant— I  allude  particularly  to  the  approprin- 
tioD  of  two  millions  towards  Ibe  purchase  of  the 
Floridas,  to  decide  whether  we  can  do  without 
the  Mediterranean  Innd.    The  greai  object  with 


the  aid  of  ibai  fund,  though  the  duty  oa  salt  had 
been  taken  ofE^  our  revenue  would  have  been  suf- 
ficient ;  though  even  the  greatest  economy  would 
have  been  requisite  in  tbe  disbursement  of  the 
public  money.  Official  documents  on  our  tables 
from  the  proper  departments  will  show  that  we 
caanot  do  without  UeMedileieaa fund;  provided 


the  objects  for  which  we  have  made  appropria- 
tions ae  earned  into  effect.  At  the  aezi  session, 
however,  we  shall  know  the  measures  taken  by 
the  Gsecotive,  and  what  onr  wants  will  be.  Thi» 
bill  only  extends  the  contiunance  of  the  fund  to 
the  next  session,  which  will  be  on  the  third  cf 
March ;  and  since,  as  it  now  stands,  il  will  not 
expire  until  three  months  from  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty,  this  bill  will  only  continue  it  for  a  pv 
riod  of  SIX  or  seven  months. 

Mr.  FiHOLav. — Though  I  represent  a  district 
which  snfiers  more  perhaps  than  any  other  in  lbs- 
United  States  from  the  duty  on  salt,  yet  1  cotifee» 
mvself  astouiahed  at  the  mannner  in  which  ihi» 
bill  has  baen  broaght  before  us.  We  have  hewtl 
on  a  fotmer  occasion  much  abont  a  cabinet.  In 
this  instance  no  cabinet  has  been  consulted — bat 
the  measure  has  been  smugged  in  at  the  last  pe- 
riod of  the  aessioD.  Are  we  sitting  here  to  em- 
barrass tbe  character  and  credit  of  the  United 
States?  I  thought  the  measure  liad  come  in  on 
calculation :  but,  I  find  since  that  it  is  founded 
on  miscalculation  ;  and  that  it  is  a  part  of  the 
system  to  throw  the  gaontlel,  to  destroy  the  Ad* 
ministration.  The  people  have  offered  iu  a» 
petitions  to  repeal  this  lax.  What  have  we  donet 
The  Mediterranean  ftind  is  about  to  cease,  and 
it  is  aoW  proposed  to  give  op  tlie  salt  tax  for 
JL  This  mode  of  bargaining— this  system  of  cor- 
rupiion,  I  have  always  been  arerse  to.  I  voted 
for  the  bill,  because  I  thought  it  came  from  th« 
Treasury  Department,  but  instead  of  this.  1  find 
it  p«rt  of  a  system  to  embarrass  the  Administra- 
tion. I  will  agree  to  continue  the  Mediterranean 
fund,  for  I  am  not  at  war  with  Ibe  Qoveromsnt 
or  any  part  of  it.  I  know  I  am  risking  my  pops' 
larity  as  mnch  as  any  man ;  but  I  am  not  afraul 
of  this,  OS  I  am  convinced  in  a  good  cause  I  shalt 
nerm  snflar.  There  can  be  no  good  argument 
for  the  motion  to  adhere,  but «  desire  to  destroy  ihft 
Administrstioa. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Wii.i,i*M«. — No  man  can  be  mor* 
earnestly  impressed  with  the  proverbial  duty  ot 
paying  respect  to  age  than  myself;  but  my  feel- 
ings have  never  been  more  hurt  than  bv  the  gen- 
tleman's impeaching  the  motive  of  tnose  who 
have  acted  a  patriotic  part.  The  gentleman  baa 
avowed  the  idea,  that  the  Committee  of  Way> 
and  Means  have  been  actaaied  by  the  view  of 
embarrassing  the  Administration.  I  abhor  and 
detest  such  an  imputation.  [Here  was  a  loud  cry 
of  order  by  a.  number  of  gentlemen,  and  among 
others  by  Mr.  T.  M  RANnoLFB.l 

Mr.  riNDLBT  said  he  hoped  the  oentlemen 
would  be  permitted  to  go  on.  He  wisned  those 
who  were  opposed  to  the  Oovernmsot  to  speak 
oiu.    [The  call  to  order  was  again  repeated.] 

Mr.  J.  Rahdolph.— i  hope  we  shall  adhere  to 
our  vote,  and  I  will  give  mv  reasons  for  indulg- 
ing this  hope.  I  do  not  profess  to  be  so  wdl  ac 
quainted  with  tbe  subjects  of  finance  as  bo«» 
other  gentlemen  on  this  floor.  But  if  the  Medi- 
terranean fond  is  to  be  continued  tor  so  short  a 
time,  it  is  obvious  that  the  revenue  to  be  gleaned 
from  it  will  be  proportionally  small.  The  argu- 
ments of  gentlemen  therefore  rebut  themselsaa.' 
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Thef  declare  that  thef  wxnt  s  rercDU«,  while 
(hey  tckoowledge  that  ibe  eoQliauioce  of  ihia 
tax  will  produce  but  ■  bihbII  one.  I  hope  ibat  we 
•ball  keep  ihe  Mediterrancaa  fund  ai  a  hostage 
fot  the  sail  tax.  If  betweeo  ihU  and  the  nexi 
•easion  a  defieieDCf  shall  occur  in  our  ways  and 
neaes,  to  meel  the  demaad*  of  the  OoTeromeDt, 
it  will  not  be  ibe  first  time,  as  I  koow  ii  '" 
be  the  last,  io  which  I  shall  Et«p  forward 
supply  to  meet  erery  hooorable  demand.  If  there 
ahail  be  deficit,  as  there  is  do  reasoa  to  beli 
there  will  be,  I  pledee  myself  as  one  of  tho«e  who 
will  meet  it.  I  wish  to  adhere 
the  Medi  terra  Dean  fund  may  be  lost  j  for  we  hare 
been  told  by  those  who,  I  presume,  ate  well  ac- 
qnaiDled  on  such  points,  that  such  a  course  will 
«iif«>rce  economy,  and  I  wish  I  could  add,  in 
vordsof  an  honorable  friend  who  basno  longi 
SMt  here,  would  insure  economy.  But  what 
thrown  us  into  this  heal?  Is  it  the  dinner  we 
bare  just  eaten?  I  hope  no  honorable  gentleman, 
who  has  heretofore  kept  Ihe  noiseless  tenor  of  bis 
way,  because  we  have  adjourned  for  half  an  hour, 
has  permitted  bis  passions  to  indulge  in  an  asper- 
ity not  shown  on  any  former  occasion.  1  did  hope 
that  wbaterer  contumely  or  hostility  may  have 
been  manifested  during  the  earlier  period  of  the 
session,  we  would  have  thrown  in  the  last  mo- 
ments of  it,  neither  the  splenetic  temper  of  age  or 
youth :  but  that  we  should  hare  parted  like  men 
not  aahamed  of  what  we  had  done,  or  afraid  to 
meet  the  public  award. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  uayi 
OB  adhering— yeas  40,  nays  47,  as  follows: 

Tai»— Etbh  Alsiander,  BuiweU  Busett,  George 
H.  Bedinsfir,  Bilas  Betton,  Levi  Cssey,  Ssmael  Vf. 
Dana,  John  DaTanport,  jr.,  Peter  Earl;,  Junes  Elliot, 
CaM)  EUie,  EbeneMr  Elmer,  Williani  Ely,  John  W. 
Bppsa,  Janes  M.  Gunelt,  Edwin  Qny,  Andrew  Oregg, 
Swid  HfriMas,  David  Hoo^,  Joseph  Lewis,  tuuor, 
Thorns*  Hoots,  Jonathan  O.  Moaely,  Jerasiab  Nebon, 
Oidtwn  OliMi,  TiMiotbT  Pitkin,  jr.,  Joaiah  Qniaey, 
Jvbn  BandolfAi,  John  Boa  of  FennajlTuua,  Thomu 
Bajnnel  Smith,  Samoel  Tagnrt,  Beqjamin 


Fel^  Widsworth,  David  R.  WUIUms,  Alexsnder 
Wibw,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nils — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Aadenon,  Joseph 
lirker,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake,  jr.,  JohnChnui- 
ler,  John  CIsiboms  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad, 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutis,  Birs  Dsrby,  John 
Dawson,  Eliaa  Earie,  Willlsm  Findlsy,  James  Fiik, 
John  Fowler,  Jsaiah  L.  Green,  Silsi  HslMy,  John  Q. 
Jackson,  WiJter  Jones,  John  Lambert,  Midiul  Leib, 
Matlkew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Josiih  Masters,  Wil- 
liain  HcCreeiy,  Nicbolta  H.  Moore,  Jeremish  Morrow, 
John  Monow,  Ourdon  S.  Kuiafcrd,  Tbomss  Newton, 
ftp  John  Pugh,  Thotnas  M.  Randolrii,  John  Rhea  of 
Taane«ee,  John  RdsssU,  Peter  oaiUy,  Martin  G. 
Bchnneman,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Heiuy  South- 
ard, DsTid  Tbomui,  UH  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Vamiun, 
John  Whitehill,  R.  WhitehUl,  and  Nathan  Williinia. 

Mr.  T.  M.  RAitnoLPB.— It  is  true,  as  the  gen- 
tleman saysj  I  have  not  made  much  noise  ibis 
s*aaon,  and  il  is  as  true  that  he  has  made  more 
than  has  been  iuef\iL    I  believe  in  the  present 


stage  of  it  that  the  advantage  is  on  my  side.  I 
go  home  with  a  more  contented  mind,  moreirsa- 
quil  reelings,  and  I  may  add  also,  1  beliert  ■ 
better  heart,  for  not  having  engaged  in  the  asa- 
Der  he  has  done,  or  in  the  character  he  hai»- 
sumed,  in  the  scenes  ezbtbited  before  me  in  ttui 
Mouse.  Between  the  genllemaa  from  Virgina 
and  myself  I  acknowledge  there  is  in  point  ofial- 
ents  an  immeasurable  distance.  I  can  nerer  h<^ 
lo  attain  that  intellectnal  eleration,  'which  he  hai 
long  since  reached.  At  my  inferiority  in  ibtl 
respeet  I  do  Dot  repin&  I  am  irhat  nature  maile 
me,  tod  ]  am  perfectly  saliafied  -with  ny  condi- 
tion. But  alihouffb  there  is  this  iaidlecnial  dtf- 
Terence  between  the  gentleman  and  mneU.  ul 
[he  saperiority  is  so  great  on  his  part  in  ihatpoinL 
I  maintain  that  in  the  point  of  true  patnotism  be 
it  my  inferior.  I  do  not  heaiiat^  to  pnwoDiKe 
that  myself,  and  I  do  not  fear  the  impaiatioii  ot 
vanity  for  so  doing.  With  reapect  to  the  nsefal- 
nest  of  either  lo  the  public,  iheie  is  no  soch  dif- 
ference in  reality  betwe«i  aa  as  nay  appear  to 
exist.  I  insist  that  the  tenor  of  the  geDtlemen's 
recent  conduct  baa  been  such,  that  with  all  his 
extraordinary  powers  and  the  extraordmaty  eiet- 
tion  of  them  be  has  made,  bia  utility  to  kis  conn- 
try  this  session  has  not  been  niperioT  to  mine, 
llie  difference  between  ua,  in  the  cAeet  piDdiietil 
by  cither  upon  the  public  affiura,  has  been,  to 
speak  ihe  favorite  langnaffe  of  the  eentleuoi  him- 
self, the  same  with  iluit  between  "onifilas  taiP 
and  "nuMW*  unAer"  upon  tbc  fieldv  To  tnwlate 
into  the  language  of  the  gentlemaD'a  eoasiitucnta, 
my  inflneace  on  the  national  proaperiiy  this  ses- 
sion has  been,  when  compared  to  his,  what  a  dry 
summer  is  to  a  fresh,  what  a  scanty  crop  is  to  an 
overwhelming  inundation,  coafouniding,  satiyiag, 
impairing  all  things.  The  mntlemao  made  nse 
of  the  term  "  contumely."  To  this  and  other  of- 
fensive terms,  with  an  alluaioa  which,as  tome,  is 
as  unjust  as  it  is  insulting,  I  am  sorry  to  think 
mvseff  obliged  to  reply  in  other  language  than 
what  1  ever  expected  to  use  towards  him.  1  hare 
longobservedtnat  this  gentleman  is  apt  to  tndnlgc 
himself,  while  he  has  the  shield  of  the  dignity  of 
this  House  extended  over  him,  while  heKelite 
is  standing  in  the  centre  of  this  Bacretl  asyJosL  in 
jangoage  to  his  equals  upon  this  floor,  which 
would  be  inadmissible  in  society  ;  which  he  would 
not  venture  to  make  use  of  elsewhere.  While 
saying  this,  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  eonaeqaencts 
which  may  result  from  my  expressions.  Uy  mind 
is  arranged  to  ineet  them.  I  knovr  the  exticae 
irritability  of  the  gentleman's  temper;  1  kaowa* 
well  the  principles  which  govern  nim  npon  oca- 
sioos  of  this  kind.  I  know  the  point  to  which  he 
is  disposed  to  carry  disputes  with  some  penont. 
I  inform  him  Ibai  1  have  the  same  priocifJei  and 


will,  unprovoked,  seeli  a  quarrd  with  any  one; 
this  is  entirety  unsought  and  uudesired  by  me; 
but  I  have  always  thought,  and  always  shall  thinL 
that  lead  and  even  steel  make  very  proper  ingie- 
dienls  in  serious  quarrels,  and  I  shall  never  besa* 
willing,  when  honor  requires,  to  mix  eiiko'  or 
both  in  sgch  as  are  forced  upon  me. 
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I  have  been  faiiherto  ■  gteat  admirer  not  only 
oftbe  talents  bnVof  tbeatiliir  of  thegenllemBoin 
his  public  sphere.  I  am  so  no  lonrer ;  the  formeT 
are  petTerted,  tbelatler  has  ceased.  This  gentle- 
man baa  been  from  bis  fint  entrance  into  the  public 
councils  a  kind  of  inthistrious,  skilfal,  steady,  and 
useful  kilchen  gaidener  in  politica.  His  labor  was 
cODstanily  employed  for  the  beneflc  of  bis  counlry ; 
it  produced  abandance  of  ricb  frails  and  whole- 
some nDtiiment  for  its  honor,  its  sustenance,  and 
growtb.  '  He  was  beloved  and  cherished  by  it. 
Suddenly,  last  year  he  grew  fond  of  the  busineu  of 
the  fiorist,  and  took  a  distaste  to  the  spade  and 
maaure  by  which  be  had  come  to  sue bezlraordi na- 
ry thrift.  He  becsme  dazzled  vitb  the  splendors 
oftbat  new  calling,  and  not  only  reaoWed  to  change 
his  trade,  and  set  up  in  it,  bat  conceived  a  sCroog 
contempt  and  arersion  to  such  as  followed  the  old. 
Behold,  in  one  short  seuoD  he  has  reached  the 
verge  of  bankruptcy  1  For  myaelf,  I  pronounce 
htm  bankrupt  forerer  as  a  popular  statesman. 

The  tenor  of  my  course  has  been,  I  confess,  lit- 
tle noisy.  I  hare  been  encouraged  in  making  it 
so  by  the  improper  length  to  which  tbegentleotan 
himself  has  gone  to  the  other  extreme.  If  twere 
to  say  it  was  the  unlucky  example  he  has  given 
me,  which  alone  induced  me  to  follow  a  contrary 
course,  I  should  ool  speak  the  traih.  My  diffidence, 
and,  DO  doubt,  incapacity  for  such  exertions,  have 
been  the  main  reasons;  and  I  am  not  ashamed  to 
confess  It,  for  I  have  no  hope  to  make  myself  abler 
tban  nature  intended  1  should  be,  and  no  sbame 
to  appear  asi  am.  I  acknowledge  that  the  een- 
tteman's  example  and  the  situation  to  which  he 


has  brought  himself.  ioSuenced  my  conduct,  by  re- 
pressin^mydesiretobeactiveintfaeHouse.  When 
I  saw  bim,  like  a  ship  at  sea,  without  compass  or 
redder,  tossed  on  the  surges  of  his  passions,  dn?en  at 
random  by  furious  squalls  which  continually  arose 
from  unexpected  quarters  of  the  boundless  horizon 
of  his  fancy ;  when  I  saw  the  weather-beaten  ap- 
pearance bis  public  character  began  to  wear — 
his  poliltcal  honors,  which  I  had  been  accustomed 
to  look  on  with  clannish  feelings  of  delight,  bleach- 
ed and  fluttering  like  tattered  canvass  in  the  winds ; 
above  all,  when  I  heard  it  whispered  that  he  had 
become  leaky,  I  confess  my  want  of  boldness  was 
increased.  I  feared  to  trust  my  little  bark  to  the 
rnde  sea  of  debate,  with  the  tempest  be  bad  raised 
on  it.  I  roade  a  determination  that  I  would,  to 
employ  an  apt  term  in  use  amonff  seamen,  hug  the 
land,  and  hold  a  safe  thongh  inglorious  course. 

The  House  then  agreed  lo  recede  from  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate — 
ayes  45,  noes  36. 

Mr.  T.  M.  RannoLrB,  a  short  time  after  tbia, 
rose  and  made  the  following  remarks: 

Mr.  Speaker — A  little  while  since  I  made  use  of 
BOme  very  severe  and  harsh  language  lowardi  a 
gentleman  of  this  Hoose,  sncb  as  I  acknowledge 
altogether  improper  to  be  used  in  it.  I  did  so,be- 
cause  I  believed  that  certain  exprenions  of  a  dis- 
respectful nature  which  dropped  from  bim  were 
directed  to  me.  It  struck  me  thai  they  were,  if 
not  iatsnded  to  ituult,  at  laaat  an  nupaidonable 


freedom  with  me.  -  By  a  rapid  movement  of  my 
mind,  I  came  to  a  resolution  not  to  go  borne 
with  sucira  load  on  my  feelings  as  was  imposed 
by  tbe  recollection  that  the  treatment  I  had  re- 
ceived was  in  the  face  of  a  company  of  a  hundred 
men,  who  were  to  disperse  to-morrow,  and  spread 
my  disgrace  through  all  quarters  af  tbe  Union. 
I  took  tbe  resolution  to  run  all  risk ;  to  brave  any 
danger  which  I  might  possibly  incur,  and  by  a  se- 
vere  relaliaiion  to  shake  off  the  load  which  oppress- 
ed my  spirits.  I  made  use  of  tbe  language  yoa 
heard,  and  I  addressed  it  particularly  to  the  gen- 
tleman who  I  conuientiously  believed  had  injured 
me.  Since  that  I  have  been  told  by  six  or  seven 
different  gentlemen,  that  1  was  mistaken  ;  that  the 
words  were  not  directed  to  me :  that  they  were 
meant  for  another.  I  have  not  been  able  to  Bod. 
one  who  would  agree  with  me  that  I  was  the  ob- 
ject of  them.  I  have  even  had  tbe  mortification 
to  be  asked  if  it  was  not  a  studied  attack  on  my 
part  on  tbe  gentleman,  for  tbe  course  be  has  taken 
this  session.  I  disclaim  sucb  an  intention.  What- 
ever may  have  V^en  my  secret  thoughts,  I  had  no 
wish  to  utter  them  here.  I  could  not  have  done 
so  with  honor,  unprovoked,  for  private  reasons. 
1  have  never  imagined  sucn  a  design,  nor  could 
I  to  answer  that  end  have  used  such  language  aa 
part  of  what  1  uttered.  lam  conscious  of  tbe  dis- 
respect I  have  shown  the  House,  and  it  appears 
that  it  is  not,  as  I  supposed.  Justified  by  The  neeea- 
sity  of  tbe  case.  My  mistake  was  honest  and  nat- 
ural— 1  regret  it,  and  the  expressions  I  used  in 
coiLsequence  of  it. 

HAMET  CARAMALLI. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  tbe  temporary  relief  of  Hamet 
CaramaUi."  Thebill wosreportedwiihoutamend- 
ment,  read  tbe  third  time,  and  passed-^yeas  71, 
nays  6,  as  follows: 

Yiis — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  J^tston,  jnn.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  Joseph  Barker,  Barwell  Banett,  (3earg«  M. 
Bedinger,  SilM  Betlon,  Bamabiu  Bidweli,  John  Blske, 
Jan.,  I^vi  Cssay,  John  Chsndler,  John  Claiborne,  Jofan 
Cloplon,  Predeiick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crotminihiald,  Sam- 
uel W.  Dana,  John  DaveupiHt,  jr.,  John  Dawson,  Peter 
Esriv.  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebeneiw  Blmer,  William  Bhr,  John 
W.  Eppea,  WaUam  Fin^;,  Jamas  Flak,  J(^  Fowler, 
Andrew  Oiegg,  Isaiah  L.  Oreen,  Silas  Halsay,  David 
Holmes,  David  Honsh,  John  G.  Jackson,  Waltn  Jom^ 
Jdin  Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  I/ron,  Rob- 
ert Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nicholss  K.  Hoore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jenunish  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Odi- 
don  8.  Momford,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, 
jnn.,  Gideon  Olin,  Timolh;  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  (jumcy, 
Thomas  M.  Randdph,  John  Rhsa  of  Temienee,  John 
Rossell,  Peter  l^iUy,  Msrtin  O.  Schnneman,  Junes 
Bloan,  John  Smilie,  Hem?  Boathard,  Samuel  Tagjart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  BsiDnel  Tennej,  David  Thomas, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Trair.  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensaelaer,  Joseph  B.  Tamum,  Peleg  Wadaworth, 
John  WhitehUI,  Robert  Whilebili,  Nathan  WilUanu, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Joeepb  Winston. 

Nats — Ezra  Darby,  Josiah  Maateta,  John  Res  of 
PonnsylTsnia,  Thomas  Bammona,  Samuel  Smith,  and 
David  a.  Wilhanu. 
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AppcitilmiMt  of  Oowtmiiteei. 


Ap«l^  tSOK. 


COMPENSATION  OF  DOOHXBBPBR,  fto. 

Mr.  C6NiiAD  mored  the  rollowine  mtdutions, 
wbieh  were  md  iDd  agreed  to  by  tn^Vouse: 

Raolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Accounts  be 
■nthorized  to  setilt  and  kdjuat  tbe  acconal  of  T. 
CUxtou.  jr.,  for  hii  KTrices  rendered  ihis  Hoose 
during  the  prearnt  wnion,  and  allow  tucfa  Eiiro  bi 
tbejr  may  deem  due  him,  out  of  the  cootioeeDi 
fund  of  ihii  Honw:  provided  the  Etme  shalfaot 
exceed  one  hundred  dollara. 

Besolved,  That  the  Committee  of  AeeonDts  be 
tnthorized  to  allow  oat  of  the  coDtingenl  fund  of 
this  Home,  for  the  serrices  and  attendance  of  a 
laborer  to  atiend  the  Clerk's  office  and  Library  of 
CoDgrera,  doe  exceeding  at  fhe  rate  of  twelve  dol- 
lars per  month  for  the  said  Krrices. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Houm  be  aa- 
tborized  to  continae  the  contraeti  for  the  supply 
of  stationery  and  printing  for  the  present  session, 
for  the  like  supply  at  tbe  next  session  of  Congress, 
if  the  present  contractors  shall  agree  thereto;  or 
Otherwise,  that  he  advertise  for  tbe  same  in  man- 
ner  directed  by  the  resolntiou  oP  iweniy-eigblb 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five. 
And  that  he  be  moreover  directed  to  advertise  and 
contract  with  the  lowest  bidder  for  tbe  supply  of 
ftiel  for  (he  next  sesrion. 

APPOINTMENT  OP  COMMrTTBES. 

Hr.  S Loan.— Mr.  Speaker,  1  riae  to  offer  kwv 
RMlatiou  which,  if  adojHed,  will  remove  tone 
•xiiliag  diffioultiea,  and  greatly  expedite  busineM. 

iDtroducioty  to  offering  these  rMolotioDs,  I  ask 
the  indulgeuee  and  attention  of  this  Hoi 
brief  recital  of  some  facts,  to  pi 


of  adopting  them,  if,  in  stating  these  faata^  any 
nember,  or  other  peraon,  should  ooneeive  inat  1 
■peak  too  pkin  a  langoage, 


in,  should  ooneeivfl 

IT  discover  too  much 
Dtlude 


warmth,  I  beg  them  to  ooaaidcr  the  taagntlud 
of  thestHiject— thatitis  toeouMeraci  a  deadly  hIo< 
aimed  at  the  vitals  of  our  QovertineDt,  under  whiah 
we  have  enjoyed  near  thirty  yeua  liberty  and  iode- 
[»DdeDce,aDd  prospered  in  aBaaner  unparalleled 
in  hiMory  [  and  that  apoa  a  just  and  true  aiate- 
Meal  of  facts  being  laid  before  thta  House,  and 
the  public,  andpassin^a  just  sentence  thetetqmn, 
depends  the  coniinoatioa  of  ibat  hapjiiiicM,  peaee, 
and  prosperity,  we  have  hitherto  enjoyed.  1  also 
ask  ihe  allention  of  tbe  citizens  in  the  galleries, 
in  which  I  include  both  the  Yazoo  speculators, 
and  other  dishonest  citizens  (if  any  there  be)  in 
tbe  green  gallery,  and  the  honest  citizens  in  the 
upper  or  white  galiery— in  doing  which  I  thus 
publicly  declare,  that  t  disclaim,  I  detest,  and  I 
abhor  all  such  invidious  distinctions  as  were  lately 
applied,  by  a  member  from  Virginia,  to  the  -'*- 
zeoB  in  the  galleries;  and  whica  he  has  so 

3uentl)r  applied  to  memben,  within  these  walls, 
uring  ibe  present  session,  as  evideotly  leodiug  to 
destroy  the  peace  and  bappioees  of  ibe  citiieas  of 
these  United  Stales. 

Shall  mortal  man,  shall  inexperienced  youth, 
urged  on  by  a  vindictive  apirit,  and  the  moat  im- 
petuous and  nngareniable  passion*  that  ever 
were  permitted  to  rage  to  such  a  height,  in  anv 
Legislative  body,  composed  of  ' 


Tb^sbi 


floor,  in  any  civiKied  coantry — iavide 
the  judgment  seat  of  the  Most  High,  and  oajer- 
take  to  judge  the  secrets  of  the  heertx,  of  Doioajy 
the  members  of  both  branches  of  the  Legisbine 
of  the  United  SiateB,bat  alsoof  thecitiz«isuik 
galleries?  Shall  anv  member  of  thia  House  W 
permitted  to  declare  that  Yaioopaitieiplesgoven- 
' '  '   court  of  impeachment,  in  their  deei- 

trial  of  JadgeChaae;  and  aleo  thede-  | 
ciaioila  of  this  Hoasa  during  the  prevvot  sessieal 
Shall  that  member^  mulbfariom  dedamaiioa^ 
and  gronndleH  aeetuatioBi,  against  the  first  idr- 
cers  of  the  United  States,  and  a  large  maknty  of 
their  represeotatives,  (after  being  ao  mnluatedas 
scarcely  to  rceemUe  the  cvig inal,)  go  forth  withwu 
any  inveatigatioa  or  contradiction,  to  deeeive  the 
innocent,  and  ansnspeeting, — to  hold  ap  that  men- 
her  aa  the  invincible  champion  <tfl^eriy,aed  Chat 
hia  opposition  to  tbe  present  AdministnUioa  llowi 
from  the  same  pure  motive*  that  hi 
the  fornfi  AdmiDiatradua  didf 

I  cooceive  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Tepteseamiiva 


the  conduct  of  their  public  s 
their  Executive  and  Legislative  capaciU(s;<uideT 
this  im]»esBion,  I  am  pctfecily  in  nutsoa  with  thit 
member,  in  his  anxiouA  desire  for  pnUicity.sofii 
aa  it  can  be  done  wilhoat  invadiag  tbe  r^ii  of 
the  Bxecniive,  or  tbe  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  so  far  as  it  can  be  done  withoii  cc«n- 
mitting  the  interest,  safety,  and  peace,  of  the  Qm> 
ted  Stalea. 

He  shall  be  gratified— he  shall  hare  poblieity— 
his  portrait  shall  be  drawn  to  tbe  life,: 
..i^^.L  e^sjuioi^  labels^  ^g4  aant 


-_ ____^  — __, every 

fart  of  the  Union,  that  tbe  people  may  not  oaly 
aow  tbe  substance  of  his  decUmalo^  aeeiua- 
lions,  bat  be  presented  with  a  view  of  bis  atti- 
tude, ^ind  that  unparalleled  arrogance  with  which 
they  were  imposed  upon  tbe  menbcis  nf  lUt 
House,  bv  which  they  will  be  enabled  to  jndga 
whether  ne  has  been,  and  still  remains,  tbecum- 
pion  of  liberty  and  honesty  ;  or,  wbethei  be  is  a 
disappointed  vindictive  declaimeraad  uojnstae* 
cnser  of  our  Executive  and  members  of  Coajresi 
who  believe  it  their  dnty  to  suppoil  tbem! 

We  are  told  in  a  good  old  book,  (wbiek  tJiat 
member  frequently  quotes,  but  bow  fat  bis  Ufa 
and  conrertalioD  is  consouant  with.  iuexceUait 
precepts,  I  leave  for  others  to  determine,)  ihal  the 
tree  is  known  by  its  fruit.  I  trust  I  shall  not  ba 
contradicted  when  I  say  that  this  criteiioa  is  the 
best  that  ever  has  or  ever  can  be  giTen  whtiety 
finite  beings  can  judge  with  propriety  the  coodect 
of  their  fellow  mortals.  A  sample  of  his  fruits 
shell  be  handed  to  the  public,  that  they  laay  see 
and  taste,  and  thereby  be  enabled  to  jndge  for 
ibemaelvea  whether  they  are  good  and  whok- 
some— yea  or  nav. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  people  an  alarmed,  they  an 
astonished,  to  hear  that  a  member  of  Congro^ 
who,  in  1803,  was  not  barely  a  su^iorter  of  u* 
present  Administration,  but  one  of  its  wanasst 
advocates,  in  the  year  1B06  declare  in  theHonae 
of  RepreacBtalivca,  that  the  eiMdncl  of  ibal  same 
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Administntioii  «Tincei  either  gron  ignorance  or 
«ril  design,  and  ihst  a  principal  perl  oT  the  iogre- 
dienta  of  which  his  multiform  harangues  are 
eompoMd  are  a  compouod  of  inainuatiaiu,  inuen- 
does,  and  positive  invecliTes,  agaiut  some  mem- 
ben  of  the  Executive  and  theii  Eupporlers,  Hence, 
a  most  important  qnestion  arises ;  Are  those  brgh 
officers  foiludiitg  to  tha  President  and  Secrelary 
«f  Stale)  in  our  Executive  detriment  chanKcd  ; 
or,  is  the  member  from  Virginia  1  It  is  of  the 
highest  importance  to  these  United  State*  that 
this  qoestion  should  be  justly  and  speedily  dt- 
t,  let  me  ask  what  proof 


cided  ;  for  that  pnipoee,  1 
has  he  brought  to  subslant 
the  Administration  1  He  I 
this  House  to  bring  ibrvard  an  impeachment ; 
this  he  has  deelarol  he  will  not  do;  but  stiii 
continues  his  declamatory  accnsalions,  and  pro- 
duces no  kind  of  testimony  to  supjMrt  hia  charges ; 
he  stands  aion«  a  public  accuser  and  witness. 
Will  the  people  of  the  United  States,  the  tribunal 
10  whom  ne  appeals,  pass  sentence  of  condemna- 
tioD  npon  Iha  two  first  officers  of  the  Govetn- 
ment,  and  upon  a  great  majority  of  their  repre- 
sentaliTes,  iriio,  having  the  sasaa  oppoTtnnity  of 
knowing  the  conduct  of  thoae  <^cers,  and  from 
a  conviction  that  tbey  bav«  faithfully  discharged 
their  duty,  still  eontiaue  their  full  coefidenceaod 
support?  I  trust  ibey  will  not. 

Mr.  Bf)eBkert  as  the  people  of  the  United  States 
is  the  uibuoal  to  whom  the  utembet  fh>m  Tir- 

Sinia  ha*  appealed,  and  to  whrna  he  has  presented 
U  multiform  harangues  ftod  deelamBtory  ■eaa- 
sations,  (I  will  not  edl  them  fpeeclns ;  1  think 
them  as  unworthy  of  that  title  as  he  can  possibly 
think  his  fellow  representative  of  the  same  Stale 
of  being  styled  his  colleague ;)  I  conceive  it  D«- 
eessary  through  the  sane  medium  (that  is  to  say 
by  a  member  of  Congress  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives) to  present  at  least  a  brief  statement 
of  the  defence  oi  the  accused  and  the  conduct  of 
the  accuser.  In  doing  this,  I  shall  not  pursue  his 
course  by  invading  the  judgment  seat  of  Him 
who  only  knowelh  the  secret  imaginations  of  all 
hearts,  and  boldlv  assert  what  were  his  motives  ; 
but  as  he  has  adduced  no  proof  but  his  own  as- 
sertions, common  report,  and  hearsay  testimony 
froia  those  few  that  he  yei  styles  his  very  worthy 
friends,  I  trust  I  am  correct  in  adducing  the  same 
kind,  to  enable  the  public  to  judge  for  themselves 
what  are  bis  motives,  which  1  wUl  now  proceed  to 
do,  with  the  addition  of  some  incontrovertible 
fiicts,  which  1  am  persuaded  will  carry  conviction 
to  every  impartial  mind. 

Report  says  thai  the  member  from  Virginia  _  _  _ 
tempJated  a  voyage  to  the  south  of  Fraocs,  or 
Bngland,  for  bis  health.  Did  be  wish  to  have 
been  appointed  Minister  to  one  of  those  Courts, 
that  he  might  bare  had  a  chance  of  increaslDg 
his  property  as  well  as  his  healthl  or,  is  he  so 
enamored  with  the  spark  that  has  emanated  from 
the  British  Court,  and  now  glitters  in  this  oity, 
(hat  be  is  anxious  to  behold  with  what  effulgence 
the  sonree  from  which  it  proceeded  glows')  Is  it 
from  this  source  that  he  has  receivea  information 
that  Qreat  Britain  stands  now  precisely  in  the 


same  situation  that  repntklican  FniDce  did  in  1793, 
that  she  is  fighting  the  battles  uf  liberty,  that  her 
fleets  are  out  only  protection  fiom  Gallic  tyranny, 
and  that  she  has  a  ship  of  war  for  every  square 
league  of  the  ocean ;  but  that,  if  we  onend  bee 
Minister,  he  will  not  barely  withdraw  bis  former 
most  gracious  protection,  but  wieak  bis  vengeance 
upon  us  by  capturing  all  out  vessels,  burning  all 
our  seaport  towns,  and  driving  us  from  the  sea- 
coasts  over  the  mouniainsl  Is  it  from  that  source 
that  he  has  received  information  that  the  conduct 
of  our  Executive  evinces  either  gross  ignorance, 

evil  design,  which  has  induced  him  to  with- 

iw  bis  confideoce  from  them  forever,  and  that 

is  the  only  true  patriot,  the  only  honest,  infieii- 

ble  member  of  Congress  that  remains  uncontami- 

natedl   or,  to  use  his  own  metaphor,  thai  is  not 

et  melted  down  by  the  powerful  sunbeams  of 

is«cutive  favors? 

While  contemplating  the  invincible  power  of 
the  British  navy,  has  be  also  been  enamored  with. 
the  insolent  tyranny  of  the  commanders  of  bet 
armed  vessels,  and  has  that  induced  him  lo  pour 
forth  torrents  of  abuse  upon  Ibose  members  of 
Congress,  who  will  not,  in  all  cases,  agree  to  see 

ith  his  eyes,  to  bear  with  bis  ears,  and  to  under- 

ind  with  his  heart  7 

Has  be  been  so  enamored  with  the  conduetaf  the 

ice  patriotic  statesman,  hut  afterward  apostate 
Burke,  as  to  induce  him  lomakeapuerile  attempt 
to  axhibit,  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  his  imprew- 
iveand  energetic  mode  of  delivery,  by  exerting 
his  weak  nerves  and  feeble  arms,  to  cause  the 
pens,  the  papers,  the  books,  and  the  hats,  to  fly  in 
— TV  direction,  insomuch  that,  if  tliey  had  been 
iket  balls  instead  of  those  light  materials,  the 
patriot  would  soon  have  been  left  to 


exhibit  the  remainder  of  bissoperlative  eloquence 
ithio  empty  walls  1 

Upon  this  subject  an  all-importatU  question 
ises,  in  which  ine  interest,  the  peace,  and  the 
happiness  of  these  United  States  are  deeply  is- 
voivad.  Can  you,  my  brethren,  members  of  this 
House,  who  have  been  witnesses  of  those  scenes, 
represent  to  your  constituents  the  actor  as  an  in- 
flexible patriot,  of  a  sound  mind,  influenced  by 
pure  motives,  and  vieirs,solely  directed  to  the  pro- 
motion of  the  interest,  peace,  and  happiness  01  iba 
Union;  or,  as  a  petted,  vindictive  scuoot-boy,  in 
the  absence  of  bis  master :  or  as  a  maniac  in  hia 
straight-jacket,  ace  idea  uliy  broke  out  of  his  cell? 
Can  you,  after  being  charged  by  that  member 
with  refusing  to  lake  a  question  on  Saturday,  ia 
order  that  you  might  serve  the  Lord  on  Sunday, 
by  holding  a  caucus,  and  thereby  be  corrupted—* 
a%y,  fnrther,  that  you  have  been  swindled  out  of 
your  opinion  in  half  an  hour  by  a  few  individti- 
als  round  the  fires,  and  after  his  charging  you  with 
having  your  eyes  fixed  on  the  half-way  house,  b*> 
tween  the  Capitol  and  Gteorgetown.  .and  you 
vietfs  directed  toward  our  next  Presidential  etec* 
tion,  instead  of  the  great  business  of  the  nation ; 
and  that  you  would  attend  to  noihioe  but  writing 
circulars  and  newspaper  accounts  i  that  ia  to  say, 
you  were  not  disposed  to  fix  your  whole  altenlioD 
upon  liim — to  implicitly  obey  his  mandates,  or 
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Are  you  prepared  to  acknowledge  tbat  youth 
the  political  saviour  of  his  couDtTf,  and  to 
•anciion  IiIr  laagaage  and  bebiviour  on  the 
floor  of  Ibis  House,  when  you  heard  him 
claim  on  this  wise :  Away  with  him,  away  with 
him,  clap  on  tbe  crown  of  thorns,  (clapping  his 
hand  OD  the  top  of  his  head,)  crucify  him,  erueifv 
him,  (wbirling  his  feeble  arm  roand  his  head,) 
thereby  placing  yourselres  in  a  sioiiUr  sitaatioo 
totfae  hard-heaned  Jews? 

Are  you  prepared  to  |>ermit  that  member 
Tade  the  Bpeater'a  chair;  to  heboid  him  shutting 
bia  fist,  ana  pointing  direelly  to  another  member, 
in  an  imperious  tone  of  voice,  not  only  order  him 
to  lit  donn,  but  to  go  down  ibe  back  stain — de- 
clartng  thai  was  the  place  for  him  1  And,  finally, 
have  yon  heard  him,  with  approbation,  charge  an 
aged  member  of  ibis  Uout«j(Mr.  Findlet,)  with 
mumbling  out  his  words  m  such  manner  thai 
none  could  understand  him ;  and  call  him  an  old 
toothless  driveler,  superannuated,  and  in  bis  sec- 
ond dotage ;  more  especially  when  you  recollect 
that,  but  a  short  lime  imit,  he  styled  that  membei 
hi*  Tenerable  friend,  bis  political  father,  and  ac- 
knowledged it  an  honor  to  act  with  him  1 

1  trust  you  are  not ;  you  are  not  yet  prepared  tt 
aee  order  and  decorum  trampled  on  by  an  iadi- 
Tldual;  nor  common  decency,  and  tbal  respect 
for  age,  ao  strongly  enjoined  by  the  laws  of  Qod 
Mtd.intio,«Dd  even  by  the  savages  of  the  wilder- 
Bets,  banished  from  these  walls.  I  doubt  hot  yoar 
beholding  the  foregoing  seeoea,  as  I  have  done, 
with  detestation  and  abhorrence,  and  will  repre- 
■enl  them  in  that  point  of  view,  to  yonr  constitu- 
cuts,  when  you  return  home  1 

I  will  not  detain  the  House  with  a  detailed  ac- 
count of  thai  member's  patriotic  and  paternal 
oare  over  bis  horn-book  scholan.  which,  immedi- 
ately on  hearing  that  the  House  had  taken  up  the 
British  business,  raised  him  from  a  sick  bed,  wiiw- 
ed  bis  speed  to  tbe  CBpiiol,  and  overcame  the 
weakness  of  his  feeble  frame  in  so  admirable  a 
maimer  as  to  ensUe  him  to  occupy  (he  floor  al- 
most the  whole  of  tbe  two  first  days'  debate,  dis- 
playing a  degree  of  zeat  unparalleled  by  any  other 
American  patriot,  to  guard  our  weak  minds  from 
being  deceived  by  the  tools  of  that  Administration, 
which  his  penetrating  genius  alone  had  discov- 
ered, was  governed  either  by  gross  ijcnorance  or 
evil  design.  To  do  ibis  would  be  to  write  a  volume. 
The  foregoing  brief  recital  of  a  few  of  the  most 
prominent  features  of  that  member's  general  con- 
ductduringthe  present  session,  will,  I  conceive, 
be  sDfiScieni  to'enable  tbe  citizens  of  the  United 
Slates  to  decide,  with  propriety,  the  all-important 
question,  is  the  Kiecuiire  or  the  member  from 
Virginia  changed?  Are  his  charges  against  the 
Executive  founded  in  fact,  or  is  he  a  disappointed 
Reclaimer,  and  his  accusations  unfounded  1 
I  will  now  proceed  to  state  the  facts  which  I 

g'emised,  by  which  the  citizens  of  tbe  United 
lates  will  be  presented  with  indubitable  proof, 
that,  in  two  very  important  cases,  he  has  been  the 
pnncipal  if  not  the  sole  cause  of  greatly  emhar-  I 


rassing  the  Executive,  wherebv  coiwideraUe  los 
has  been  sustained,  and  probably  much  roore  n'fl 
be,  and  the  inferior  officers  and  their  clerks  nure- 
rialljr  injured  by  being  unjustly  kept  oat  of  ibdr 
salaries  for  a  considerable  lime  after  they  becue 
due. 

1st.  It  appears  by  the  secret  Jotiroal,  lately  pub- 
lished, that  a  Message  of  the  Preaideat  of  tbe  6tk 
of  December  last,  was  committed  to  ■  commiilfe 
of  seven,  of  whom  the  member  from  Vir^nia 
wnscbainnHQ;  that,  ooiwithstanding  the  cmieal 
situation  (rf  the  belligerent  Foirera  of  Europe 
which  rendered  it  essentially  neceaasry  that  Coa- 
gress  ibould  act  immediately  upon  the  iawntaat 
subjects  contained  in  the  Message,  which  aid  not 
admit  of  a  moment's  delay;  yet,  notwiibstandiag 
the  urgency  of  the  occasion  and  magnilnde  S 
the  obieei,  no  report  was  made  by  that  cammiiiee 
until  the  thtrd'oi  January,  a  space  of  foor  weeJEb 
For  the  truth  of  tbis  assertion.  I  appeal  to  tbe 
members  of  this  Home  ;  and  also  for  the  givat 
delay  and  embarrassment,  a  bill  pradieaiedoo  the 
aforesaid  Meesue  met  with  in  itspaaa^  fmnei- 
pally  from  the  cnatrman  of  that  coouaiitee,  wba, 
I  am  fully  persuaded,  occupied  tha  Boot  at  least 
nine-tenths  of  tbe  whole  time  of  the  debate  on 
said  bill ;  by  which  means  its  passage  was  delayed 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  nntil  the  16th  of 
January ;  whereas,  on  the  11th  of  Febrvary,  1903. 
a  report  of  a  committee  for  af^ropriaiing  two 
million  of  dollars  for  a  similar  parpcMewasaad^ 
and  a  bill  predicated  Ihereoa  passed  the  Hone  of 
Representatives  on  the  15th  of  the  nme  mouh; 
that  member  was  then  a  xestlooa  adrocaie  of  the 
measure.    It  needs  no  comment. 

2d.  Tbe  second  case  I  shall  addne^is  bis  delay 
in  bringing  forward  the  appropriattoa  bills  for 
the  support  of  Ooverament,  Army,  and  Navy,  of 
tbe  United  States ;  tbe  appropriation  for  the  War 
Department,  passed  in  18(>4,  on  the  lOih  of  Feb- 
mary  ;  and,  in  180S,  on  the  I4tb,  and  for  the  Navy 
in  ia04  on  the  31st  of  January;  and,  in  1S05,  on 
the  25lh  of  the  same  mouth ;  1806,  two  mooib^ 
ore,  later. 


of  the  FloHdas  to  have  the  desired  eftci; 
that  the  battle  of  Austerlitz  will  prerent  a  biot- 
";  issue  of  our  negotiation  wiia  Spaia;  or,ta 
hit  own  lingua^,  with  France;  and  has  also 
charged  the  Eiecotive  with  beinr  onable  lo  send 
off  ibe  sloop  Hornet  with  despatches  for  want  of 
money ;  that  tbey  have  been  obliged  to  dUconat 
notes  at  a  very  great  loss;  that,  in  so  doin^,  they 
have  acted  worse  than  the  former  AdministianDn, 
who  resorted  to  eight  per  cent,  loans.  Here,  let 
me  ask,  if  ever,  before  ibis  session,  there  was  nidi 
an  insntt  offered  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  lo  tbe  Executive  of  the  United  Smies,  at 
for  an  individual  member,  whose  businexs.  ai 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Waysaod  Means, 
it  was,  to  bring  forward  and  attend  to  flUing  of 
the  blanks  in  all  appropriation  bills — after  haviaf 
neglected  or  refused  to  do  his  duly  ia  the  pniper 
and  tisual    time — rise  from  his  seu,  near  two 
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monlba  after,  aod,  wi[b  a  cootemptuoas  amile,  in- 
form the  House  Idbi  All-foolt'  day  vas  ai  haod, 
when,  if  we  did  Dot  paaa  the  bill  for  llie  support 
ofGoTernmeDt^  wesfiould  look  like  fools  indeed  1 
Thus  adding  msolt  to  injury,  by  cbargln^  his 
tma  n)Rl-«ondact  to  the  eccoant  of  injured  mno- 

3d.  I  ihall  now  proceed  to  the  third  and  last 
charge  which  I  ihall  at  this  time  adduce,  which 
has  been  exhibited  by  that  member  againat  oar 
Kxecutire  for  ftpptyiog  to  draw  money  from  the 
Treasury  for  the  purcGase  of  the  Ploridas,  preri- 
oui  10  an  appropriation  made  by  law  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  wbicH  it  refu.ied  hy  that  rery  respectable  of- 
ficer, the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasurv,  to  whose 
testimony  that  member,  after  publicly  declaring 
that  he  wai  iDferior  to  none — ootwilbstanding 
which  he  had  been  scouted  from  the  Cabinet— is 
bound  to  give  full  faith  and  credit.  It  is  in  a  let- 
ter addressed  to  the  honorable  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  RepreseDlalivei,  bearing  dale  April  15, 
1806,  in  the  following  words  : 

"Siai  In  uinrer  te  the  rafUMt  contained  in  Iha 
laaoluliiin  of  ths  Honu  of  BeprcMiilatiTea,  of  the  Sth 
inMsnt,  I  hare  the  honor  reipectfiilly  to  atata,  that  no 
■pptiCBtiDn  has  been  msde  ta  draw  monej  from  the 
Tre«aui7>  for  the  purchssa  of  the  Floiidea,  before  an 
appropriation  made  b;  law  for  that  purpose." 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  truat  I  shall  not  be  contradicted, 
when  I  assert,  (hat  it  is  a  sound  principle,  both  ia 
law  and  equity^  that  proving  one  pan  of  the  tet- 
timony  of  a  wiinew  false,  greatly  iovalidatea,  if 
not  wholly  destroys  all  credibility  of  the  oibei 
parts.  This,  to  use  that  member's  faTorite  phrase- 
ology, "  beiag  indiipuiably  done ;"  the  other  iosin' 
naiions,  inuendoes.  and  direct  chargea  of  maleoo- 
duct  against  the  EiecutiTc,  and  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  CoQgreia,  consequently  faUr  into  that 
contempt  which  all  groundless  accuMlions.ogiinst 
the  innocent  justly  merit. 

1  ahall  at  this  time  present  to  riew  but  one 
mora  of  those  eztraoidinary  ptoduetioni  wbiah 
have  so  frequently  and  so  greatly  retarded  the 
necessary  business  of  the  House  of  ReprcMnta- 
tives  dorfng  the  presenl  session. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  one  of  the  rhap- 
sodies of  the  member  from  TiiKinia,  after  inform- 
ing the  House  that  he  had  reada  pamphlet,  called 
"War  ioDisguise,"  supposed  to  be  written  by  some 
of  the  British  Ministry,  or  their  hirelings,  in  sap- 
port  of  their  unjust  and  tyrannical  conduct  to 
wards  neutral  nations,  he  took  up  a  pamphlet, 
called  "An  EiaminaiioD  of  tbe  British  Doctrioe, 
which  sobjeciB  to  capture  a  Neural  Trade,  not 
open  in  time  of  Peace,"  and  with  as  much  ap- 
parent Tiolence  as  he  conld  possibly  hare  exerted 
to  preTenl  an  assassin  from  taking  his  life,  threw 
tiioae  hated  pagea  upon  the  floor  of  die  Houae,  to 
be  trodden  under  tool  by  men,  declaring,  that  of 
this  pamphlet,  which  coctaioa  804  pagea,  his  ab- 
horrence of  its  conients  permitted  him  to  read  bat 
II.  This  needs  no  further  comment  than  barely 
to  observe,  that  the  pamphlet  which  he  had  pe- 
rused, and  of  which  he  expreased  his  approbation, 
was  written  to  support  injustice  and  tyranny ;  and 


support  justice,  equal  liberty,  and  the  inherent 
righia  of  man ;  which  will  eanse  the  author  of 
that  pamphlet,  and  his  supporters,  to  ahine  as 
stars  of  the  Srst  magniiude,  when  the  admirers 
and  supporters  of  British  Ministers  and  tbeir  hire- 
lines  shall  be  consigned  to  eternal  contempt  I 

Mr.  Speaker,  after  hearing  so  many  insinna- 
lions,  inuendoes,  and  direct  accusations,  thrown 
out  araiost  onr  Ezecntive,  and  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  Congress,  which,  if  believed,  must 
alienate  the  affections  and  finally  destroy  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  I  eotn- 
ceive  it  a  duty  enjoined  on  me  by  my  present 
station  to  lay  before  this  House  the  foregoing 
brief  statement  of  facts,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
published  for  the  perusal  of  the  public,  and  to  op- 
pose my  opinion  to  that  of  tbe  member  from  Vir- 
ginia. My  opinion  most  decidedly  and  unequivo- 
cally is,  that  all  the  declamations  and  accnsations 
we  have  heard  from  him  against  any  branch  af 
oar  Eiecative,  so  far  as  it  goes  to  impeach  their 
knowledge,  prndence,  or  integrity,  is  entirdy 
groundless  and  contrariwise ;  that,  as  far  as  haa 
come  to  my  knowledge,  our  Executive  in  all  its 
departments  has  discharged  its  duties  in  such 
manner  as  to  merit  the  approbation  and  entire 
confidenoe  of  the  people  of  these  United  States. 
To  (heirgoodsenseandimpartial  judgment  Ilea vs 
to  determine  whether  the  conduct  of  the  Bxecu- 


ofihat  member  has  not  indelibly  stamped  him.  not 
barely  with  a  stain,  but  a  deep  sable  bne,  which  all 
the  waters  of  the  Miisissippi,  that  great  parent  of 
Sood^  even  if  connected  with  the  most  powerful 
fuller's  soap,  can  ever  cleanse  or  change  to  its  na- 
tive color ;  and,  finally,  whether  a  member  of 
Congress  who  has,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power, 
fixed  in  battle  array  the  citizens  of  the  South 

Sinst  those  of  the  North,  and  the  West  aKainst 
EUat,  or  those  members  who  nniformly  en- 
deavored to  promote  love  and  harmony  among 
all  classes  of  ciiiiens,  as  children  of  one  iamily, 
are  ihe  real  friends  of  the  interest,  liberty,  peace, 
and  happiness  of  these  United  States. 

I  shall  conclude  with  offering,  if  seconded,  two 
resolutions,  which  I  do  with  a  desire  to  have  them 
placed  on  the  Jonrnal,  intending  to  call  tbem  up 
uie  first  day  of  the  next  session.  I  offer  these 
resolutions  for  the  purpose  hereafter  of  keeping 
the  business  of  the  House  of  Representaiivea 
within  its  own  power,  and  to  prevent  in  future 
the  most  important  business  of  the  nation  from 
being  retarded  by  a  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  or  any  other  committee, 
from  going  to  Baltimore  or  elsewhere,  without 
leave  of  absence,  and  staying  six  days  or  more, 
either  for  hb  pleasure  or  his  interest;  to  prevent 
the  members  of  this  House  from  being  hereafier 
insulted  by  ehainnen,  or  other  members  of  the 
committees,for  calling  business  out  of  their  handa, 
after  having  kept  it  either  from  negligence  oi 
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etil  d«ugD  mare  weeks  tkcn  ih«)r  ought  to  hmve 
duoe  (jAys.  To  prercDt  ia  future  the  Cbairmui 
of  the  CominiKee  of  Way*  and  Means  from  keep- 
jog  for  moaths  the  eiiimatc*  for  ibe  appropriations 
aec«nary  for  the  eotuiDS  year  in  bis  pocket,  or 
locked  up  in  his  deski  i»iere)iy  ibe  dinerenc  ap- 
nropriaiioo  bills  inajr  be  kept  back  (ai  they  hare 
Mea  tbii  session)  to  the  great  injury  of  tlie  na- 
tion, a*  well  as  indiTiduals ;  and,  fiaally,  to  pre- 
TWt  bereafiei  bills  of  iHportance  being  brooghl 
forward,  and  forced  through  the  House,  near  the 
close  of  a  swsion,  when  maaj'  menbera  are  gone 
Jiome,  and  the  minds  of  those  who  remaia  are 
oecessarilf  turned  homeward  to  tbeir  domestic 
coacerns,  and  when  there  is  not  time  for  that  full 
inrestigation  and  cool  delibention  necessary  to 
decide  with  propriety  on  important  subjects,  by 
which  means  laws  may  be  passed  injurions  to 
(be  interests  of  the  United  Slates  and  derogatory 
to  the  character  of  the  House  of  Representaiives. 
I  trust  every  member  of  (his  House,  aAer  ax- 
DcrieBciDg  tiie  embarrassnents  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, will  be  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  pre- 
Tsntiag  Ihem  in  futnie ;  for  thai  purpose  I  offer 
these  resolutions. 


Btmiktd,  That  hOTaafter  all  standing  oMinsittsaa  of 
llu  Hooas  of  BapiMSBlathss  diaU  b*  i^ipeiatad  by 
bsUst,  aMd  dkall  choase  thsii  mm  chaiman. 

Bmhti,  That  all  coamittMs  of  the  Hodss  of  Sep- 
nssittativsa  be  callod  apon  by  the  Bpaaker  btsij  Mon- 
day to  report,  unless  dispsnsed  with  by  '*■ ' 

esnsant  of  the  House. 


Ontovd,  ThM  tbe  aaid  e 


1  do  lie  OB  the 


ADJOUltNinEKT. 


•cm  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Seib  Hardiog,  lale  a  Captain  in  ibe  Navy 
of  the  United  Slates,"  *ns  postponed  indefiottely. 
Tbe  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolve 


itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oo  tke  tdl 
■enl  from  the  Seoale,  entitled  "An  act  to  explain 
the  £fib  section  of  ao  act,  entitled  'Ad  act  to  di- 
vide the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  sepuaieQo*- 
enments,",wts  posipmed  indefinitely. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  tbe  Hoose  to  rculit 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
sent  from  (be  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  in  addiiion 
to  the  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  r^uUlinr  tke 
coins  of  the  United  States,"  was  postponed  ia- 
definitely. 

The  order  of  tbe  day  for  the  House  to  resolre 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  bOl 
for  the  relief  of  the  (governor,  Judges,  and  Secre- 
tary, of  the  lodiaaa  Territory,  waa  postponed  ia- 
deflnitely. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  tbe  fur- 
ther coQsideration  of  tbe  report  of  toe  committee 
appointed,  oa  the  twenty-first  ultimo,  to  inqoire 
into  the  conduct  of  Qideon  Granger,  Postmasiei 
Qeneral  of  the  United  States,  be  postponed  in- 
definitely t  it  was  resolved  in  the  amnnatire. 

Mr.  £&BLT^from  the  committee  appointed  on 
tbe  part  of  ibis  Home,  jotnttv,  with  Ue  commit- 
tee appointed  oti  tfae  part  of^tbe  Senate,  to  watt 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  noti^ 
him  of  the  proposed  recess  of  Concreaa,  repaited 
that  the  committee  had  ^formed  that  serrice; 
and  that  tbe  President  signified  to  them  he  bad 
no  farther  communication  to  make  dsriag  Ube 

A  mesaate  from  tbe  Senate  informed  tbe  Hoose 
that  tbe  Elenate.  having  finished  the  iKubove 
business  before  ibem,  are  now  ready  to  a^ara. 

Or^end,  That  a  message  be  sent  tome  8»- 
ate  to  inform  them  tbat  this  Honse,  baring  emn* 
pleled  the  buaiiMss  before  iheiK,  are  now  aloat  to 
adjourn  nntil  the  first  Honday  in  December  next ; 
and  tbat  the  Clerk  of  tbia  HoiHe  do  go  with  tbe 
said  measage. 

The  Clerk  aeeordiogty  went  wi&  ikeaudmn- 
aage;  ■nd,beanf reiorMd.Hr.SpBAKMadieamed 
tbe  Howe  oatil  the  Ant  Moa^  ia  Daeembw 
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01  BCGH  FBOOaSINOS  OF  XHl  mm  aBSBIOM  or  TBS  MDITH  OOHOKESQ,  Afl,  HUKHHO  TltB  TIKE  THK1 

TM  ORDRKKD  TO  BS  KBPT  BBmET,  AND  TtXSPECnHO  WHICH  THB  DfJCNOnOK 

or  SBCBKI  WAS  ARXEWASne  TAXB*  OTr  SI  OKSSK  OT  TBI  BOUflC 


Fhidat,  December  6,  1805. 

Tbe  Spiaub  liid  befoie  th«  Hodm  a  lettar 
■ai  camnmnieatioD  from  the  Pkmibmt  or  tbb 
Ukitbd  Btateb,  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  nid  letter  and  commaDioa- 
tion,  tog«tBer  with  tke  doemnMDla  aceoopanriag 
Ae  tame,  be  refemd  to  Mr.  Johr  Ramdolpk, 
Mr.  NiOflOLBOH,  Mr.  Jobh  C  Sunn,  Mr.  Mm- 
m>BO,Mr.  WiLuuiaof  Sontli  Carolina,  Hr.  Bin- 
WBLL,  and  Hr.  Bbowm. 

Fbidat,  J&QQBTy  S,  1806. 

Mr.  JoBN  RiNooLPfl,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  WB3  referred  Ihe  Message  and  commuoica- 
tion  of  tbe  Preaident  of  the  United  Slates,  of  the 
sixth  of  December  last,  (ogeiber  with  tbe  doca- 
menta  accompany  lug  the  same,  made  a  report 
thereopoD,  aa  follows: 
Seixnt  of  the  commitloe  to  whpm  vara  i^erred  the 

MMMge  of  the  Preaident  of  the  Doited  Slatai,  of 

the  aiith  December,  1800. 

The  eeaiiuittee  hiTo  bahald,  with  jlut  iadifaatian, 
the  hoatila  *pirit  muufeated  by  tbe  Court  of  MadiU 
toward*  the  uoremment  of  tbe  (Jiiited  State*,  in  with- 
holding the  ratiflcation  of  ita  coDTentioa  wiih  tu,  al' 
tikongh  aigoed  bj  ito^owa  Mlaialii,  andei  the  eje  of 
hia  SoTerei^,  nnleaa  with  alterttion*  of  ila  tenn*  af- 
fecting cUima  of  the  tTnitad  Statea,  which,  hj  Uie 
eipreaa  conation  of  the  inatramant  itaalf,  were  reaeiT- 
cd  forfninrediaeiiaaion:  in  piratical  depredatiooa  apon 
onr  fiuT  eommeTCB;  in  obitmcting  the  naTigation  of 
the  Motrih ;  m  Tefoaing  to  come  to  tin  &ir  and  anti- 
cable  adjiutnient  of  the  bonadailBa  of  Loniaiuia;  and 
In  a  daring  riolatioa,  bf  peraone  aoUng  tindn  Ae  aa- 
theril;  of  Spein,  end,  no  douU,  «mmed  of  bar  aenti- 
nmlB  aad  Tiewe,  of  om  undi^alaa  UnuC*,  whicfa  ahe 
had  aoUmnlj  recogniaed  bj  tieat^ 

ToaGoTaiMMathanag' '■  -       ' 


of  iu  paeple,  tad  (U«r(«Biding  lUr  weUaia,  hen  ia 
ample  caoaa  An  »fann«l<ledaialionqf  ww  — thapart 
•f  tbe  United  ilalaa,  and  atiah,  ^  t^  (^  the  !!»• 
pnlae  of  Ihefa-  faaliii|a  alane,  ia  the  oowae  which  tlw 
oommitia*  would  nM  beeilaU  t«  recMnniend ;  bnl,  to  a 
OoTenunant  identified  with  ita  dtiuna,  too  tkr  remoTed 
from  the  poweifbl  natioaa  ot  tbe  eatth  for  ita  tttetj  to 
be  endangered  by  their  boatilitj,  peace  iniurt  alwaja  be 
deniable,  ao  bng  ea  it  ia  compitible  with  the  honor 
end  intneet  at  the  cMnaianit;. 

Whitat  the  United  State*  eenlinBe  bmdeaed  with  » 
debt  which  anniiallr  ahaoebe  •we'tUr^of  th^  rere' 
una,  and  dotiee  open  impotte  oaaelitnle  the  onljr  re- 
eonree  from  which  that  Mranne  can  be  laieed,  withoat 
reeorting  to  ajatamt  of  tazatieB  not  more  raisoaB  and 
oppreaaiTe  than  thtj  ate  ■ini'*r<iifi  and  pcaeaiiava,  the 


debt  dull  have  been  diacheiged,  ■ 

of  the  nation  Iharabf  Uberatad,  then  maj  wb  rationatW 

expect  to  raiae,  eren  in  time  of  war,  the  aopplie*  which 

frugal  inatitutiona  requira,  wiAout  racnrring  to  the 


to  be  paid  bj  auch  financial  arrangemeol*  aa  will  ae- 
oderate  ita  eitiliction,  by  reaping  the  rich  herreat  of 
neutrallly,  and  thoa  proriding  fin'  Aat  dimtiration  of 
lerenne  which  ezpenence  teaehea  na  to  aspect  on  the 
general  pocifieatioB  of  Emrepe.-  And  the  eommittea 
indulge  a  h(^  that,  in  the  changed  aapeet  of  afUaa  in 
that  qnailer,  Spain  will  God  motiveB  far  a  juat  fulffl- 
ment  of  her  atipulatiana  with  u>,  lod  an  amicable  eet-  ■ 
tlement  of  limita,  upon  tamu  not  more  beneficial  to 
the  United  Stslea  than  adTBntageoQa  to  hemelf ;  aecv- 
ring  to  her  an  ample  barrier  on  the  ude  of  Mexico, 
and  to  ua,  Ihe  conntriea  watered  bj  tbe  MieaiBaip[n,  and 
to  the  eaatward  of  it.  Bnt,  whilat  tbe  committee  |>et- 
ceire,  in  the  general  uproar'of  Europe,  a  atate  of  Ihmge 
pecnliaiiy  faTonUe  to  Ihe  peecaahte  puraoit  of  our 
beat  inteMBta,  tiMnr  are  neilba  faiaennUe  la  the  in£g- 


ancea  may  euat  an  tha  taeat 
lioB  whicb  a  Teaed  fli^  in 


at  thatptataa- 

reabell  beaa- 
tended  ts  her,  hj  the  natien,  in  the  Indian  at  Chmueu 
aeaal  Under tlua inpieeMBn, the coiaiailleaiwbmittfaa 
following  reeotutioD : 

"  Rfolatd,  Tfaatanch  nnmberoftroope  ^atexcee4- 

ing >  aa  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Statea  aball 

deem  aufficient  to  protect  the  Bonthem  boatien  of  the 
United  Stelae  from  Spaniah  inroad  and  inanit,  and  to 
diaetiae  the  aanM,  be  it ^-*-^  mieed.'* 

The  Mid  report  waa  rend,  and  ordered  ts  be  re- 
ferred to  the  coBaidemtion  of  a  Committee  eftln 
whole  Monae  on  Mondar  nest. 

On  a  notion  made  and  seeonded  that  ike  Hecue 
do  flome  to  to  the  foUowing  reaolutions; 

Bttahtd,  That  • ba  appropnated  by  law  ibr 

Ihe  parpoaa  of  defiaying  any  oitraoadinaiy  eKpanaae 
whidi  may  be  ineaired  ia  Qu  inteeooQiae  batwecei  Ae 
United  States  and  fitreign  nationa,  to  be  paid  out  ef 
any  moneya  in  the  Treanuy,  not  olherwiee  appiopri- 
atediand  to  be  uptied  under  the  direction  of  the  Pree- 
ideut  of  the  Qmted  SUtee,  who  diall  have  autbtni^, 
if  neceaeaiy,  to  borrow  the  aoid  anm,  or  any  part  there* 
of,  in  behalf  of  tbe  United  Stetee,  at  a  nte  of  iniereat 
not  eieeadbg  dz  per  centnm  jter  aannm,  and  ahall 
eauae  an  eccount  o£  tha  eipendituia  thereof  to  be  laid 
bofere  Caagraae  ai  eoen  ai  tuj  be. 
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Raohtd,  That  Ihe  idditioiiBl  duty  of  two  uid  ■  lulf 
per  centDEQ  kd  Tilorem,  impoMd  by  an  act,  antitleil 
"An  &ct  furthei  to  protect  ^e  coailnciM  (od  ■cuusn 
of  thB  Uoitcd  Sulei  aguoat  th«  B«jiniy  Fowen,"  be 
coDtinned  for jean. 

Ordered,  Th«t  tbe  raid  retoluiions  be  Gominit- 
ted  to  the  Committee  or  the  whole  House  to 
whom  is  committed  the  before  mcotioned  report 
of  the  cammittee  on  the  Meuase  and  commani- 
cstioD  of  the  President  of  the  UDtted  States,  of 
the  siith  of  December  last. 

MoKDAT,  Janoarjr  6. 
The  House  reiolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  comnuilee  to 
whom  were  referred  the  Messsge  and  commnDi- 
CBiion  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  sixth  of  December  last,  and  the  documents 
accompanying  the  same,  as  also  the  resolutions  re- 
ferred to  the  said  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
00  Friday  last ;  and,  after  some  lime  spent  there- 
in, the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again. 

ToBBnAT,  Janoarr  7. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  (o  the  following  resolniion  ; 

Saohed,  That  bdt  airangeoient  of  limiti  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  which  diall  lecuTe  to  her 
an  ample  barrier  on  tbe  side  of  Mexico,  and  to  tbe  Uni- 
ted States  tbe  countries  watered  by  the  Hisaisaippi,  and 
to  the  eulward  of  it,  will  meet  the  spprobalion  and 
support  of  this  HooM ;     ■ 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  be  oommit- 
.ted  lo  the  Committee  of  th&  whole  House  to 
whom  is  referred  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
th«  Message  and  oommunicilion  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Statee,  o(  the  sixth  of  Decem- 
ber last,  and  the  documents  aeeompanying  the 
tune,  as  also  two  reaolations  referred  to  the  same 
Committee  of  the  whole  Hovse  on  Friday  last. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  said  report  and 
resototions,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  had  leave 
to  sit  again. 

WsDitnBBAT,  JaDuarf  B. 
The  House  again  lewlvad  itself  itito  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee to  whom  were  referred  a  Message  and  com- 
munication from  the  President  of  ifae  United 
States,  of  the  sixth  of  December  last,  and  the 
documents  aecompBnying  the  sarae  ;  as,  also, 
on  two  resolutions  referr^  to  the  same  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  Friday  last,  and  one  other 
lesolation  referred  to  tbe  same  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Tuesday  last;  and,  after  some  time 
apent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported 
progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Tbgbbdat,  January  6. 
The  House  aeain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  >  commit- 


?^h"  I 


.  from  the  President   of  the   Vaiiei 

Stales,  of  the  sixth  of  December  last,  and  tbf  doc- 
uments accompaoying  the  same ;  as,  also,  do  two 
resolutions  referred  to  thesameCammiiteeofthe 
Whole  on  Friday  last,  and  one  other  resolntin 
referred  to  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
Tuesday  last ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein 
the  Committee  rose,  reported  progren.  ud  W 
leave  lo  sit  again. 

Fbidat,  January  10. 

The  House  Bigaio  resolved  itadf  intoa  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  tbe  report  of  the  eoanii- 
tce  to  whom  were  refened  a  Mxamgt  and  eoat- 
municBlion  ftom  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  ot  the  sixth  of  Decembo-  last,  and  the  doe> 
nments  accompanying  the  same  :  as,  abo,  on  two 
resolutions  referred  lo  the  same  OommitKe  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  last,  and  on  one  other  resoliUioit 
referred  tothe  same  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Tuesday  last ;  and,  after  some  limespeiK  therein, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  to  the  Honse 
their  disagreement  to  the  resolution  contained  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  aforesaid-,  also.lheir 
agreement  to  the  first  of  the  two  resolations  re- 
ferred to  them  on  Friday  last,  with  sundry  amend- 
meots;  and,  further,  that  tbe  said  Committee  of  the 
Whole  not  haviag  time  to  go  throtigh  ifae  whole 
of  the  business  referred  to  them,  ask  for  leave  to 
sit  again. 

On  the  qtiestion  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  have  leave  to  sit  again,  it  passed  in  ihe 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  tbe  Coounitm  of 
the  Whole  do  lie  on  the  table. 


BaTHBDAT,  January  11. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  tewirt  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  made  yesterday,  on 
the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  Message  and  communication  from  the  Pied- 
deut  of  the  United  States,  of  the  sixth  c^  Decem- 
ber la&t,  and  sundry  resolutions  of  the  third  ioi 
seventh  instants.  Whereupon,  Ihe  resolulioe  coa- 
taioedin  the  report  of  the  comiiutte«  on  the  f^ni- 
deot's  MesMge,  aforesaid,  being  read,  in  the  awds 
following,  to  wit ; 

"  Setalred,  Hat  sach  nnmber  of  troops,  bmI  enasA-     , 
iag  — -,  at  the  Preadent  of  As  Daitad  BMes  Aal     | 
deem  iDOdent  to  protect  the  BvottierD  liuwliii  <it» 
United  Stales  from  SpanUi  fau«ad  and  I— nil,  lal  ■ 
diBstite  the  same,  be  iaunedisitdy  raised." 

The  question  was  taken,  that  the  Boine  do 
agree  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  ia  ihctr 
disagreement  to  the  same,  and  resolved  in  ihe 
affirmative — yeas  72,  nays  58,  as  follows : 

Yfiae — Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  Isaac  Andefwa. 
David  Bard,  Jowph  BatW.  Qeorge  M.  B«diB^ 
Barnabas  Bidwetl,  Phantin  Bishop,  Johit  Kab 
inn.,  Thomas  Bhrant,  RcAert  Brown,  John  Bark, 
William  BtiUer,  George  W.  Campbell,  Levi  £k- 
sey,  John  Chandler,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopeo, 
Fiederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacoh  Crtnm:- 
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:    iashield,  Riehird  Cutis,  Ezra  Darbr,  William 
:    Dickson,  Bliai  Earle,  JamM  EUiot,  EbeneHr  £1- 
I    iner,  John  W.  Bppes,  WilliBin  Fiodler:  J«me« 
I    Fish,  E^in  Orajr,  Aadrew  Qreg^   Isaiah   L. 
I    GfrecD,  S)hiH*lw;,Jao.Hainl]tos,  JM.HollaDd, 
I    Darid  Holmes  John  O.  Jackson,  Tbomaa  KBaan, 
I    Nehemiah  Knisht,  John  Lambeii,  Michael  Leib, 
I    Robert  ManoD.  Joaiah  Maslen,DATidMcTiwelhflr, 
I    Niehota*  R.  Mook,  Thomas  Moor^  Jeremiat) 
Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Qtdcon  Olin,  John  Pnjti, 
Thomas  M.  Randt^h,  John  Rl-e  of  PeDnsfiTBr 
an,  John  Rhea  of  TennnsM,  Jacob  Richards, 
John  RoMetl,  Martin  O.  Schaaeman,  Ebeaezei 
Soever,  Jamei  Sloan,  John  SmUie,  O'Driea  Snitfa, 
Hearr  Sonthani,  Richard  Stutfard,  Joaeph  Stan- 
ton, David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph. B.  Var- 
num.  Job*  Whitehill,  Eloberl  Whiie&ill,  David 
R.  Williams,  Matmadtikfl  Williama,  Nathan  WiV 
liams,  and  T homaa  Wynni. 

Nats— John  Archer,  Burwell  Baitett,  Silas 
Bettoo,  Jamei  M.  Broom,  Joseph  Bryaa,  John 
Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne, 
Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  George  Clinton, 
JDD.,  Samuel  W.  Dana.  Joho  Da  ret)  port,  Jan., 
Peter  Early.  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  John  Fow- 
ler, Jamea  M.  Oaroetl,  Cfaarlet  OokliboroDgh, 
Seth  Hattinn,  David  Hooch,  Walter  Jones,  Jm. 


Eetty,  Joseph  Lewis,  Jan.,  Henry  W.  LiviaptoQ, 
Mattbew  Lyon,  Patrick  Mafrnder,  William  Mc- 
Oreery,  Jonathiaa  O.  MosMy,  Jeremiah  Nebon. 


Roger  NeboD,  Tboiaas  NewtoK,  Jan.,  Joseph  H. 
Nicholami,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jao.,  Josiab  duinoy, 
John  Rtandotph.  Peter  Saill^,  Thomas  Sandford, 
John  C.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
ThomaB  Spalding,  William  Siedmai,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Tanait.  Benjamin  Tallmadgt, 
Samuel  Teoney,  Fhill|)  R.  Tkomnoa,  Thomas 
W.  ThompeoD.  Abiam  Trigg,  Phuip  Tan  Carl- 
laadt,  Kilikn'K.  Van  Reaaielaei,  Daniel  O. 
Verplanck,  Paleg  Wadsvrorth,  Matthew  Waltoo, 
Eliphalet  Wiekes,  Alczatuler  Wilton,  aad  Joseph 
Winston. 

The  Home  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  the  firat  rtsolation  referred  to  them,  on 
the  third  instant,  whieh  reaotntion  and  amend- 
ment* being  read,  as  follows: 

BtMohii,  That ddlars  be  aKiraerkted,  by  Uw, 

Av  thepoiiNMeafdtftayinttnreitraordiaaTraipeMea 
which  nxKj  be  iHcniTwl  in  the  intateenm  between  die 
Uoited  Slate*  and  tegiga  aaliims,  to  be  paid  not  qf 
any  moneys  ia  the  TreanuT,  not  otherwise  apptoprie- 
te<i,  and  to  be  aj^Ued  nnder  the  direotioQ  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  who  ilisll  have  authority  to 
borrow  tbe  said  sttu,  or  any  part  thneof,  on  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding' 
BIZ  per  eentam  per  umDn,  and  ■ball  caoie  an  accoant 
of  the  ezpendituia  thereof  to  be  laid  before  CongreM, 
aa  aoon  as  nu;  be. 

PirwI.  Prefix  a  preamble,  in  the  words  Mowfng,  lo 
Tvit:  "Wbereu,  in  the  SBttlement  of  out  diflsreneea 
with  Spain,  it  ma;  be  to  the  iDterest  of  the  United 
Btatea  lo  pracara  a  eeanon  of  the  Spanish  temtories 
aavtwaid  of  the  rher  Mivisaiiqn,  b;  porchase  to  en- 
...i_  .u-  n — ;j — .  ;^  eileeting  ■nehpnnhsee,  to  secure 


able  tbe  IVeeident,  in 

to  the  Unifaid  Statca  Oe  n 

9th  Cos^ 


Saamd.  Btnka  out  the  words,  "  any  eitraordinaiy 
eipsnaes  which  ma;  be  incuned  in  the  iatereouow  be- 
tween the  United  State*  and  ibreign  nations,"  and  iu- 
eart  "  the  eipeose  which  may  be  incurred  in  the  pui- 
chaee  of  the  Spanish  territories  tying  on  tho  Atlautio 
ocean  and  Gnlf  of  Mexico,  aad  eastward  of  the  Mis* 


"t& 


After  the  words  "  per  a 


The  first  of  the  said  amendments,  to  fix  aye*- 
amble  to  the  resolution,  being  again  read,  k  waa 
moved  to  amend  the  saia  preamble  by  preceding 
it  with  tbe  foUowing  wards: 

"  Tranca  having  trausftiTed  te  theDniUd  States  the 
seireirignl?  of  Lonisians,  sqibnciBg  extemiva  but  mk- 
defined  eonntiiee,  oeoligiMas  to  the  ^sniih  pnwince 
of  New  Jdexioo,  and  Spain  retaining  the  aovertdgn^  cf 
Mritoiies  on  tbe  Atlantic  ooean  and  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
detached  from  bei  othet  American  pnmnnnionn,  bajt 
^eee  local  poatioorenderthemdeeirable  to  the  Unt- 
ied Stales  {  and," 

And  on  the  <]uestioa  theieupon,  it  was  resolved 
in  ihe  affiimative — yea*  74,  nays  57,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Isaac  Anderson,  John  Archer,  David 
Bard,  BurweU  Baeeeit,  QeOKe  M.  Bedi^er,  811^ 
Betton,  James  M.  Braom,  John  Caupball,  l«evi 
Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Chria- 
topher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Gkotge  CtinlOB,  jtin., 
John  Clapton,  Samael  W.  Dana,  John  Dayen- 
poft,  Jan.,  Peter  Early,  Celeb  Ellis,  William  Ely, 
John  Fowler,  James  M.  Oarneti,  Charles  Gol&- 
boroDgh,  Edwin  Gray,  Selh  Hastings,  DaTi4 
Holmes,  David  Hough,  John  Q.  Jackson,  Walter 
Jonee,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Eeoaa  Michael 
Leib,  Joseph  Lewis^  Juo.,  Henry  W.  I^vinsetoo, 
Robert  MarioD,  Josiah  Masters,  William  McCraa- 
ry,  David  Meriwether,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thonv- 
as  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely, 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  NewtoB,jua~  Joseph 
U.  Niehdson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Josiab  Qtun- 
CT,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Thomas  Sammoos,  John  C.  Smith,  John  Smith, 
O'Brien  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spald- 
ing, Richard  Stanford,  William  Siedman,  Lewis 
B  Sturges,  Samael  Tagnrt,  Benjamin  Tall- 
raadge,  Saiiuiel  Tanoey,  Philip  R.  Thompson 
Thomaf  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Pnilip 
Tan  Cortlandt,  Eillian  K..  Van  Rensse^er,  Dan- 


iel C.  Verplanck,  Peleg  Wadsworih,  EUiphalet 
"""le^  David  R.  Williains,  Marmaduke  Wu- 
,  Alexander  Wilson,  Joseph  Winston,  and 


nabas  Bidwell,  Phannel  Bishop,  jtmn  Blake,  jua., 
Thomas  Blonnt,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  Jo- 
seph  Bryan,  William  Butler,  George  W.  Camp- 
bell, John  Chandler,  Matthew  CUy,  Frederick 
Conrad,  Orehard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowninshield, 
Richard  CuHs,  Ezra  Bsrby,  William  Dickson, 
Elias  Earle.  James  Elliot,  Eibenezer  Elmer,  John 
W.  Eppes,'  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  An- 
drew Ora^,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Ualsey,  John 
Hamilton,  James  Holland.  N^emiab  Knight, 
John  Laoibert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magtu- 
der,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Rover  Nelsoo,  Qideou 
Olin,  John  Pogh,  Thomaa  H.  Randolph,  John 
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Rhni  of  TenneMM,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Rn»- 
BelL  Peier  Saillf,  Thomu  aandford,  Martin  O. 
SchnneniBD,  Ebenezer  Bearer,  James  Sloan,  John 
Smilie,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph  SUotou,  David 
Tho^la^  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Mat- 
thew WalioD,  John  Whitahill,  Robert  Whitehill, 
and  Nathan  Williama. 

And  llien  the  aaid  preamble,  aa  amended,  being 
snder  conaideration,  it  wai,  on  motion,  aniei«<l  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mono  AT,  Jannary  13. 

Tb«  HoD*e  resumed  the  eoniideratiott  of  the 
report  of  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole  of  Friday 
last:  wiereupon,  a  motion  «a*  made,  and  the 
qaeation  being  put,  that  the  nid  report  be  recom- 
mitted to  theCommiitee  of  the  Whole,  it  pused 
in  tbe  native. 

And  then  the  second  amendment,  reported  by 
the  taid  commiiieej  to  the  first  resolution  referred 
to  them,  being  agam  read  as  followi : 

Btrike  oDt  tSa  nords  "  say  — — ~*~ 
whidi  may  be  Inenrred  in  th* 
United  BtalM  and  forsign  nationa,"  and  IiimtI  ■'the 
azpanaa  which  may  b«  inenirad  in  tfaa  pardua*  of  tba 
Spatiidi  Tarritmea  lying  "■>  ^  Atlaolic  ocean  and 
CW  of  Mexico,  and  aaatwatd  of  the 


cur  with  the  Committee  of  tbe  whole  Hoose  in 
their  agreement  to  the  said  amendment,  and  re- 
BoWed  m  the  affinnative — yeas  74,  nays  96,  as 
followi: 

Taae— laaae  Anderson,  John  Archer,  Darid 
Baid,  Borwell  Baaaett,  QeorgeH.  Bedinger,  Bilas 
Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  John  Campbell,  Leri 
C*My,MartiD  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne, Chria- 
topher  Clark,  Joeeph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  Oeorge 
Clinton,  Jr.  Jobn  Ctopton,  Leonard  CoTtngtoo, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  Jonn  DaTenport,  jr^  Caleb 
BHIa,  William  Blv,  John  Fowler.  James  ill.  Gar- 
nett,  Charles  Ooldabonmgb,  Edwin  Gray,  John 
Hamilton,  Beth  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  DnviiJ 
Hough,  Walter  Jones,  James  Edly^  Thomas  Ke- 
nan, Michael  Leib,  Joaeph  Lewis,  jr.,  Henry  W. 
Liringston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Joaiah 
Misura,  William  McCreery  Oavid  Meriwetbet, 
Nicholas  R.Hoote,  Thomas  Hoore,  John  Morrow, 
Jonathan  0.  Hosel;,Jereniiah  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  Josiah  Q^incy,  John  Randolph,  John  Re* 
of  FcnDsylrania,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Cotton 
Bmith,  John  Smith, Samnel  Smith,  ThomaBSpal- 
dine,  Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis 
B-  SturgHj  Samoel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Bamnel  Tenney,  PbiUp  R.  Thompaon,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Ahram  Trigg,  Philip  VanCort- 
Undt.Eillian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Var- 

Elaoec,  Pelec  Wadswortfa,  Eliphalet  Wiekes, 
•avid  R.  WiUiams,  Marmadnke  Williams,  Alex- 
ander Wilson,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats— Willis  Alston, Jr.,  Joseph  Barker,  Bar- 
nabas Bidwelt,  Phaonel  Bisfaop,  Thomas  Blount, 
RobertBrown,JobnBoyle,Joeepbfiryaa,WiUiam 
Bntler,  Oeorga  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
Fredimek  Conrad,  Orohard  Cook,  Jacob  Ctowniu- 


shield,  Richard  Cntta,Bzf«  Darby,  William  Dkk- 
son,  Elias  Barle.  Peter  Early,  Jamea  Blliot.  Bit- 
nezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppea,  William  Pla^, 
JameaFidi,  Andrew Qrcn,  Isaiah  Ij.Ghce&, Silas 
Halsey,  William  Helms,  James  HoUaDt),  JoksG. 
Jaekson,  Nehcmiah  Knight,  John.  EjamberiPii- 
riek  Hngruder,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Kogci  Ndus, 
Gideon  Olin,  Jobn  Fngh,  Thomas  M.  Baadolpk 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richaris  Mt 
RdsmU,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomaa  Sasdford,  Hartia 
O.  Schnneman,  Ebcnner  BcsTcr,  James  Ska, 
John  Bmilie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Hmrr  Sooihaid, 
Joseph  Sunton,  David  TbOmas,  Uri  Tracy,  Jos. 
B.  Varnum,  Matthew  Walton,  John  WhitekiU, 
Robert  WbileliUl,  Nathan  Williana,and  Thomas 
Wvnns. 

The  third  and  last  amendnest  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  Hooaa  to  tbe  said  GrS 


resolution,  to  insert  afto  the  V 

the  words  "redeemable  at  will,"  wan,  oa  the  quea- 

lion  pot  therenpoD,  agreed  to  bf  the  Hoom. 

Tdsbdat,  Jauoaty  11. 

The  House  reaomed  the  eoosidcntian  of  the 
report  of  tbe  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoaac  oaa 
Friday  last:  Whereupon,  the  first  resolution  le- 
portea  by  tbe  said  Committet^  as  ameaded,  being 
again  read,  a  motion  was  made,  aikd  the  qaeUiM 
bemg  put,  further  to  amend  the  aame,  by  strikiBg 
out,  in  the  first  line  thereoi)  the  irtMda,  'br  the 
pnrpoae  of,"  and  inserting,  ia  lien  thereaf|  tbe 
word  "  toward ;"  it  was  reKdved  in  th«  iSnoaiiTC 
— yeas  63,  aays  44,  as  follows : 

Tnaa— Willis  AUtOD  Jr.  Isaac  Aadenon.  David 
Bard,  Oeo^  H.  Bedingwr,  Bartiataa  BidwaU, 
Pbaaucl  Bishop,  Jobn  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blooa^ 
Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Bryan,  WiUam  Buikr, 
George  W.  Campbell,  Levi  Cnaey.  Joseph  Clar, 
George  Clinton,  jr.,  Frederick  Caniao,  Jaeob 
Crowniaahield.  Ezm  Darby,  Elias  aaila,Peur 
Early,  James  Elliot,  BbeDexer  Elmer,  WillisB 
Findley,  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  baiab  L. 
Green,  Silas  Halsey,  Jamaa  HoUaad.  Jab*  G.  ; 
Jackson,  Neheraiab  Knight,  John  LaBb<n,Uieb- 
ad  Leib,  Patrick  Magrodtf,  Robert  Marioa.  Nich- 
olas R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Uorrow,  Rqnr  Nehoa, 
Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Gideon  Oha,  Ma  Pagh, 
John  Rhea  of  Teuueasee,  Jaeob  Rietards,  Joba 


Rickards,  J 
Rusaell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sandfed,  Uarti* 
O.  Sehunem an,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  (yBiita 
Bmith,  Henry  Boathard,  Joseph  Stanioa,  David 
Thomaa,  Uri  Traev,  Abram Trin.  Joaeph B.  Var- 
num, Matthew  Walton.  Jobn  WbtiehlU  Robnt 
Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickea,  Nathan  Willfims. 
Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

N  ATB— James  M.  Broom,  John  Cam  pb^  Uarun 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christophei  ClaA 
John  Cloptoa,  Leonard  CovingtotL  Samoel  W. 
Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Caleb  Ellis,  Jam«H- 
Garnet^  Charlea  Qoldsborbugh,  Edwia  Gtsy. 
David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  Jamea  Kelly,  J«s. 
Lewis,  jr-  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Josiah  Haswr*. 
William  MoCreerVi  David  Meriwether,  Tbtaai 
Moore,  Jonaihaa  O.  Mosely,  Timothy  PiitJS:  jr„  , 
Joaiah  ftniaey,  John  Raadolph,  John  Bea  of  i 
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i  PenDsylraniB.  Thomas  Samroona,  Jobs  Cotton 
I  Smith,  Jobo  Sniilh,  Samael  Smith,  Thomas  Spal- 
t  dJD^,  William  Stedman,  Levis  B.  Starges.  Beo- 
I  jamia  Tallmadge,  Samael  Tconey,  Philip  R. 
I  ThompsoD,  ThoiDBB  W.  Thompson,  Philip  Van 
I  Cortlandt,  EilliiQ  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C. 
I  Terplanck,  Darid  R.  Williams,  Marmadafee  Wil- 
I    liams,  and  Aleiaodet  Wilson. 

Anothet  motion  was  made,  and  the  question 

beiiy  put,  further  to  ameud  the  said  lesolntion  by 

■ddmg  to  the  end  thereof  the  TallowiDg  proviso: 

"  Provided,  That  the  sum  stipulated  to  be  paid 

■hall  not  exceed  — —  dollars ;" 

It  passed  in  the  negatire — yeas,  57,  nays  62,  as 
follows: 

Ybas— George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betion,  Jas. 
M.  Broont,  William  Butler,  John  Campbell,  Levi 
Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Chris- 
topher Clark,  John  Clopton,  Leonard  Cavinfiton, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr^  Caleb 
Ellis,  William  Elv,  James  Fisk,  James  M.  Oar* 
nett,  Charles  Qol  as  borough^  Edwin  Gray,  Seth 
Hasting^  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  James 
Kelly^  Thomu  Kenan.  Joseph  Lewis,  ir.,  Henry 
W.Ltvingitan,JosiBhKtaBteri.  William  M'Creerj, 
David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseiy,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pilkiii,  jr., 
Josiab  Q,uincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Bammons,  John  Cotton 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spal- 
ding, Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis 
B.Sturgm.  Samuel  T^gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuef  Tenney,  Philtp  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
laadt.  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Ver- 

Klanck,  PelesWads  worth.  David  R.  Williams 
I armaduke  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson.   ' 
Nats — WiUis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  John 
Archer,  David  Bard,  Barnabu  Bidwell,  PhanUel 
Bishop,  John  Blake,  jr^  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Brown.  Joseph  Bryan,  Gieorge  W.  Campbell,  John. 
Chandler,  Joseph  Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob 
Crowninshield,  Ezra  Darhy,  William  Dickson, 
Elias  Earle.  Peter  Barly,  James  Elliot,  Ebenezer 
I    Elmer,  William  Pindley,  John  Fowler,  Andrew 
I    Gregg,  Isaiah  L,  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  William 
I    HeIms,JamesHolland,JobnQ.JBckaoo,Nehemiah 
t   Knight.  John  Lambert,  Michael  Letb,  Patrick 
Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Nicholas  R,  Moore, 
I   Jeremiah  Morrow.  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
f  too,  jr.,  Qideon  Oiin,  John  Pogh,  John  Rhea  of 
i  Tetinessee,  Jacob  Richards.  Jonn  Russell,  Peter 
I   fiailly,  Thomas  Saudford,  Martin  G.  Schnneman, 
t  Ebenezer   Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie^ 
I  O'Brien  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  JoBeph  Stanton, 
)  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy.  Joseph  B.  Varoum, 
(  Matthew  Walton.  John  Whitehill,  Robert  White- 
;i  hill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Williams,  Joseph 
I   Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 
',       And  then  the  main  question  being  pot,  that  the 
:   Bouse  do  agree  m  the  first  resolution,  amended 
f  to  read  as  follows : 

.        Raohtd,    That  doltan  be  sppropriatod,  bf 

,  law,  towudi  defrajing  A*  eipenMi  which  ua;  be  in- 
.  carrsd  in  the  purchue  of  the  Spanish  tenitoriai  lying 
J  ontheAtlaatJcocwnand  Galfof  M«dco,i>deartwaTd 


of  the  MiiriMippi,  to  be  paid  ont  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasni;,  not  Mherwiae  appiDpriatod,  and  to  be  ^ifdiai 
under  the  djreetioii  of  the  President  of  the  United  8t«lM, 
who  shall  hsve  snthoritj,  if  necessary,  to  borrow  tbe 
iaid  som,  or  any  part  therei^  in  behiif  of  the  United 
States,  at  >  rate  of  interest  not  eieeediug  six  per  centum 
per  annum,  redeemiUe  at  will ;  end  shall  eaoee  an  aav 
count  thereof  to  be  laid  befbie  Pi  mm  I  as.  as  aeon  m 

It  wu  restored  in  the  affimuidTe— yeat  77,  ttays 
64,  as  tollowe ; 

Yiaa— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  Joba 
Archer.  David  BaH^  Joseph  Barker,  Bnrweli  Bae> 
•ett,  Osorga  M.  Bedioger.  Barnabas  Bidwcll^ 
Pbaouet  Brahop,  Thomas  BlouBl,  Robert  Brown, 
John  Boyle,  Joseph  Brfan,  George  W.  Campbdl, 
John  Chandler,  Joseph  Clay,  George  Clioton,  jr., 
John  CloptOD,  Frederick  Coarad,  Orchard  CooIl 
Leonard  CoTuqriODi  J>GohCrowainabield,  Riebud 
Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  WiUiam  Dickson,  Elias  Barley 
Peter  Barly^ame*  Elliot,  Bbeneur  BImer,  John 
W.  Bppes,  William  Findley,  Jamea  Fisk,  Joha 
Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiab  L.  Ofeen,  Silaa 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms,  Jamea 
Holland,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Nehe- 
mtah  Knight,  John  Lambert^  Michael  Leib,  Fa^ 
rick  Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiab  Masters, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson, 
Gideon  Otin,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards  John 
Rusaell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Saudford,  Martin 
Q.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan, 
John  Smilie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Jos. 

B.  Varnam,  Matthew  WaltoD,  John  WhitehiU, 
Robert  WhiUhill,  Eliphalet  Wickea,  Nathan  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Nats— Silas  Betion,  James  M.  Broom,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark^ 
Matthew  Clay.  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
port, jr.,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  James  M.  Oat^ 
nett,  Charles  Ooldsborough.  Edwin  Gray,  Seth 
Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  Jamea 
Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., -Henry 
W.  Livingston,  Matthew  Lvon,  William  Mc- 
Creery,  David  Meriwether,  Tnomas  Moore,  Jona- 
than O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, junior,  Josiah  Qiiincy,  John  Randolph,  John 
Rea  of  Peonsylvania.  Tnomas  Sammons,  John 
Cotton  Smith.  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thoa. 
Spalding,  Richard  Staoford,  William  Stedman, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tanart,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  PhUip  R.  Thomp* 
eon,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg.  Fbilip 
Van  Cortlandt,  Killiau  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daoid 

C.  Verplanck,  Peieg  Wadsworth,  D.  R.  Williams, 
Marmaduke  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  be- 
ing put,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following 
resolution : 

Reiohed,  That  an  eiehange  of  tortttoiy  between  the 
United  States  and  9pain  is  deemed,  hj  (his  Hansa,  to 
be  the  most  advantsgeoas  oode  of  aettlemetit  of  eiiat- 
la  between  the  Unltad 
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StvU*  wdlbe  Coortof  Mkdiiil,  and  that  mj  uiins*- 
nant  baMMn  tbe  two  Qov«iiuaaDU  which  iholl  aecura 
|0  8puB  tB  aiD^s  buriw  on  the  lido  of  Meiict^  ind 
to  ih*  United  Btotu  tb«  eonuthM  mtored  b;  th»  Hu- 
tuUgfi,  ifi  to  dia  EMtward  of  It,  will  meet  ttw  ap- 
jttb&m  of  tku  BouM : 

Itwu  naolred  in  ib«  iffinnative— ]r«M80,  mtjt 
iLufbUowi: 

Tea*— John  Arelwr,  Dirid  BatdLBorwell  Bbs- 
mU,  Qeofg*  M.  BetUogar,  Tbomu  Bl«Bot,  Janet 
H.  Broom,  John  Boyle,  JoMpb  Bryaii,  WilliaM 
Bntkr,  John  Csmpball,  Lari  Caicy,  Martin  Chit- 
l«iidea,  Jokn  Claibonia,  Chrutopfacr  Clark,  Jotaph 
CI>r,Q«orM Clinton,  jr.,  JobnClopt«n,  Laoaard 
CiiTiiiglon,PeteT  EarlV,  Jama*  Elliot,  Caleb Eilit, 
William  Ely,  Jokn  W.  Eppes,  John  Fowlei,  Jaa. 
M.  Oaraett,  Charlei  Qoldsborougb,  Edwin  Gray, 
AodiewOregg,  Bilaa  Halaey,  John  Hamilton,  B«ili 
Baatings,  David  Holmci,  Dayid  Hmwh,  Jobn  O. 
J»ck«)n,  Waller  Jones,  Jamas  Kelly,  Tl ""- 


nan,  Michael  Eieib,  Hannr  W.  LiTiiwrion,  Robert 
llanon,JotiahM4sten^illiamUeCTeery,I>arid 
Heriwether,  Nicboiat  R.  Moore,  Tbomas  Monre, 


^uaiw»Bn,  J, ,    _ .  -, 

Jeramiak  Hormw,  Jeremiah  Nelson.  Thomaa 
Newton,  jr^  Joaeph  H.  Nishtdsoo,  Timothy  Pit- 
kia,  jr.,  John  Pugh,  Jotiah  Qnineyi  John  Rai^ 
dtdph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richarda, 
Peiet  Sailly,  TbooMs  Sammons,  Tbomas  Sand- 
ford,  John  Smith,  O'Brien  Smith,  Samoel  Smith, 
Thoma*  Spnldiw  Richard  S la nr»rd,  Lewis  B. 
Btarges,Bamnel  Tagear^^Benjamb  Tallmadge, 
Samnel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Tbompton,  ThomBs 
W.  ThompMui,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Con- 
landt,  Killian  K.  Van  RenaseUer,  Daniel  C  Vei^ 
^Qck,  Peleg  .  Wadsworth,  Eli^let  Wickea, 
Pavid  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  WilliamB,  Alex- 
andiT  Wilton,  Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomaa 
Wynn.. 

Nat*— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  Jos. 
Barker,  Silaa  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Phannel 
Bishop,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Robert  Brown,  Gearge 
W.  Campbell,  John  Chandkr,  Matthew  Clay, 
Frederick  Connd,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crown- 
inahield,  Richard  Catts,  Samud  W.  Dana,  Ezra 
Derby,  John  Davenport,  jr,.  William  Dii^soa, 

SUtuEarle,  Bfaeoczer  Elmer,  William  Findlay, 
ames  Fisk.  Isaiah  L.  Qreen,  William  Helms, 
James  Holland,  Nehenjinh  Knight,  John  Lambert, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr~  Matthew  Lyon,  Patriok  Ma- 
mder^ouathan  O.  Mosely,  BogecNekon,  Qideoa 
Olin,  Thomaa  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, John  Rnsadl,  Martin  Q.  SehuDeman,  Bbe- 
Dezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John 
Cotton  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton, 
William  Sledman.  Darid  Thomas.  Uri  Tracy, 
Joseph  B.  Vatnum,  Matthew  Walton,  John  Whit*- 
bUI,  Robert  Wbiiehill,  and  Nsihaa  WiUiams, 

Ordered,  Tbat  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  broogbt  in, 
pursuant  to  the  first  resolution  agreed  to;  and 
that  Mr.  Biowblu  Mr.  Barlt,  Mr.  Roasn  Nel- 
aoM,  Mr.  G£OBBB  W.  Campbei^l,  and  Mr.  Clai- 
noBHE,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  then  niAde  that  a  committee  be 
npDointed  to  piesent  to.  ihQ.  President  of  iheUni' 
ted  States  the  resolaiiDnWl^cr*^  ">■  Gn  which 
MOtum  dabnu  BtiaiBg,il  ttLoowi  to  poUpOR  « 


WsDHBSDAT,  Jntttry  IS. 
Mr.  BtDWEi.L,,  from  the  & 


Sestsrday,  nresenied  a  bill  making  pronsioi  fi 
efraying  the  expense  which  miy  u  iDcimdii 
the  purchue  of  the  Spanish  temioria  Ifiot  n 
(he  Atlapiic  ocean  and  Odf  of  Huits.uilad' 
WRrd  of  the  Mississippi ;  wbich  wu  nid  rnt 
and  committed  to  a  Comttiittee  of  tLeWyeiii 
day. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  ud  tht  qntm» 
ing  put,  that  the  iojanction  of  «r«f,»biii 
respects  the  proccedmgs  of  ibis  Home  on  thai! 
bill,  be  taken  off  it  passed  in  the  [((Wf-jm 
49,  nays  78,  as  follows: 

Yeab— John  Archer,  GeomM.Bedi«««,5ib 
BettoD,  James  M.  Broom,  Willism  Baia,  m 
Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Mwtin  ChitieEtaM 
thewCUy,LeonardCoTingion,8iinttdW,DiM 
John  Dai^nporl,  ir.,  Caleb  miU,ffiU««flr, 
Jas.M,  Garneu,  Charles GoldfliorcwASfii «»■ 
tings,  David  Holmes,  David  HougM««'*!"f' 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Henry  W.  Lidiipioii,lb'J« 
Lyon,  David  Meriwelher,  ThomM  Mom^lw 
than  0.  Mosely,  JeremUb  Nel»a,  Ti^t» 
kin,  jr-  Josiah  Quincy,  John  IUaiiQlp!i..i*« 
Sandford,  John  Cotton  Smith,  ]o'i»8'>^^ 
uel  Smith,  Thomaa  Spalding,  Bichrd  as-M 
William  eiedmio,  Lewis  B.  Smrga,""" 
Taggaru  Benjamin  Tallmadgi,  SwiHid  i^r 
Philip  R.  Thompson,  Tbnmss  W.  p^ 
PhiUp  Van  CortlaBdt,Killian  K.V»d »«»««; 
Daniel  C.  Verplanek,  David  R-WilM)* 
maduke  Williams,  and  Aleiandei  Wii«. 

Nats— WiUis  Alston,  iun^  tw  ***' 
David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burw^*^ 
Barnabas  BidwelLPhaBudBishoRjohSiBft 

Thomaa  Blount,  Robert  Broun,  loliiwptj^ 
"Bryan,  George  W.  Campbell,  Job  (f*J  i 
Jo£n  6laiborSe,  Christopher  CU:itept^  I 
George  Clinton,  jr-  John  Cloplon,FB4B«'5 
rad,  Orchard  Coot  Jacob  CfOwnnulii«i'^T 
Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  WUliam  Dick«t|*Tr 
Peter  Early,  Jamee  ElUol,  Ebenew  S^'^T 
W.  Eppes,  William  Findley.JiBflP*^ 
Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  I- *?^b» 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  WiUiim  B^SS! 
Holland,  Job*  G.  Jacluon,  ThoB»iS*l"p^ 
miah  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Mwh-ll^"' 
rick  Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Jw"  "l3 
William  McCreety,  Nicholas  K.  Mo««.J«^ 
Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  rie*^!  j^ 
H.  NichoUoD,  Gideon  Olin,  John  ri^^  i 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rh«  ».^TZ 
Jacob  Richards,  John  RusseU,  ?««  ^'i^  I 
tin  G.  Schuneman-Ebeaeaet  St»W^^Z 
John  SmUie,  O'Srien  Sm'tli.  Hwrr  &«^, 
JosephStaDrQnjDaTidThoma»,DnT™^^^ 
Trigg,  Joseph  A,  Varnum,  Matthew  WW^ 

WhliehUl,  Robert  WhitebiH,  Bli|J«l«  "^1 

Nathan  Wiiliama,  Joseph  Winston, »»«  "^ 

Wynna,  -^ 

Tha  HwM  th»D  iBmedUtdy  m>* 


Digitized  byGoOgle 


1128 


mSTOKT  01  0ONOKE8S. 


USD 


Svppitmentary  JoumaL 


"  into  a  CommitteB  of  the  Whole  Honse  on  the 
nid  bill ;  and,  afler  wme  time  spent  thereio,  Mr. 
Bpeaker  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Gbboo  K' 

*  potted  ihet  the  Commiitee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  the  said  bill  noder  eomi deration,  and  gone 

^  through  Ihe  came,  and  made  veTerBl  amCDdmenra 
1'  thereto,  which  he  delivered  in  at  th«  Clerk's  uhle. 
"  The  House  proceeded  to  consider 
^  Bmeodmenls :  WhereupiD.  the  first  amendmeai 
'  to  the  first  Kction  for  filling  up  the  blank  therein 
J     with  the  vords  "two  millioDs  of,"  was, 

question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Home. 

The  second  amendiaent  to  the  same  leetion,  to 
''  ettike  oat  the  words,  "the  expense  which  mar  be 
.'  incurred  in  the  pttrabase  of  the  Spatiish  territo- 
:  riea  tying  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  Gulf  of 
i     Mexico,  and  eastward  of  the  MissiEaippi,"  and  to 

insert,  \a  lieu  thereof,  "between  theUoLled  Statea 
I  and  loreign  nations,"  wai,  on  the  question  put 
i  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House— yeas  71,  nayi 
J    87i8«  follows : 

;  Ybas — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  Anderson,  Jo- 
c  seph  Barker,  Burwell  Bassett,  Bamabae  Bidwell, 
t  PhanuelBisnop,  John BlakeJuo.,Thoma5 Blount, 
J  Robert  Brown,  Joha  Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan,  George 
^  W.  Campbell,  John  Chaodtet,  Joseph  Clay,  Georze 
,  Clinton,  jun..  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook, 
,  Jacob  CrowniDshield,  Richard  Cults,  £zra  Darby, 
■j  William  Dickson,  Ehas  Earle,  Peter  Earlj^  James 
,  £ltiot,  Bbenezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  William 
>  Fiudlej,  James  PiskiJoluiPowler,  Andrew  Gregg, 
'.    Isaiah  L.  Gieen,  Silas  Habey,  John  HamiUoD, 

William  Helms,  James  Holland,  John  O.Jackson, 
;  Waller  Jones,  John  Lambert^  Michael  Leib,  Pat- 
[,  rick  Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Josjah  Masters, 
:,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger 
^    Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Joseph  H.  Kichol- 

*  aoB,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Ran- 
'  dolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards, 
;  John  Russell,  Peter  Sailiy,  Thomas  Sandford, 
'  Martin  G.  Sennneman,  Ebcnezer  Seaver,  James 
■'  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  CBrien  Smith,  Henry  Soach- 
'''  ard,  Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy, 
'  Josephs.  Varnam,  Matthew  Walton,  John  Whiie- 

*  hilL  Robert  Whitehill,  Bliphalel  Wickes,  Nathan 
<^    Williams,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

^       Nats — John  Archer,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Sitae 

*  Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  William  Butler,  John 

*  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
:'  Claiborne  Christopher  Clark.Matthew  Clay^oho 
t    CloptoD,  Leonard  Covington,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 

*  John  Davenport,  jun^,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely, 
V  James  M.  Oimett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Seth 
1'  Hastinn  David  Holmea,  David  Hongh,  Jamei> 
,t  Kelly,  Toomas  Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun,,  Henry 
il  W.  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  David  Men- 
t  wether,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  0.  Mosely,  Jer- 
D  «miah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Jostah 
f«  Q,uincy  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyt- 
ii  Tania,  Thomas  Saaunona,  John  Cotton  Smith, 
i  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding, 
t-  Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B. 
f  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
;  8amt)elTenDey,FhlLpR.Thamp9on, Thomas W. 
■  *ThompseD,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip'Van  Cortlandt, 

KiUiao  K.  Van  Ren«elaer,  Daniel  C.  Vsrplanck, 


Peleg  Wndsworth,  David  R-  WilUanis,  HarmO- 
duke  Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Joseph 
Winston, 

The  last  amendigent  to  the  same  section,  to 
strike  out,  a!  the  end  thereof,  the  words,  "  at  torn 
a*  may  be,"  and  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
yroids,"atorbefoTtthenext»eationofQmgreet," 
wai,  on  the  question  put  thereupou,  disagreed  to 
by  the  House. 

The  amendment  to  the  second  section,  to  ad^ 
to  ihe  end  thereof  the  word*,  "and  it  ihall  be 
Umful  for  tke  BatUc  of  Ou  Uhiied  Statu  to  lead 
the  whoie,  or  any  part  of  the  tame,"  was,  on  thf 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  last  amendment  to  the  said  oitl  to  add,  to 
the  end  thereof,  a  new  MOtiaa,  ia  the  words  fol- 
lowing : 

SactionS.  And  bt  il  fmrlktr  tnacttd.  That  so  mack 
■a  may  be  necnsesij  of  the  smplBa  of  the  dntua  on  iin- 


on  which  Ihe  loali  or  loans  may  be  eSeeted : 

was,  oa  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  U) 

by  the  House— yeas  74,  nays  53,  as  foltows: 

Te4B — Willis  Alston,  mn,,  Isaac  Andenon, 
John  Archer,  Joseph  Barker,  BurWell  Bassett 
George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Pbanan 
Bishop,  John  BlakejUQior,  Thomas  Blount.  Rolv 
ett  Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan,  (ieorgi 
W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Joseph  Clan 
George  Clinton,  junior,  John  Cloploa,  FredericjE 
Coatad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowninshieta, 
Richard  Ctills,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dicksoi^ 
Ellas  Earle,  Peter  Batly,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John 
W.  Eppes,  William  Fiodley,  James  Pisk,  John 
Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Oreeo,  Silas 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms,  Jamot 
HoUaod,  John  O.  Jackson,  Waller  Jones,  Johil 
Lambert  Michael  Leib,  Patrick  Magruder,  Rob- 
ert Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Nicholas  R,  Moor^ 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  rTelson,  Thomas  New- 
ton, jua.,  Joseph  H,  Nicholson,  Gideon  Olin,  Johil 
Pugh,  Thomas  M,  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Te^ 
nessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Rus«ell^eter  Sau- 
Ij,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  SchunemaO, 
Eoenezer  Searer,  James  Sloan,  John  SrAilit^ 
O'Brien  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stantott, 
David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Tarnum, 
Matthew  Wftlton,  John  WhitehilL  Robert  White- 
hill,  Bliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  WiUtama,  JoaejA 
Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Natb — Bitas  Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  Wit 
liam  Butler,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin 
Chittenden^  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clai^ 
Matthew  Clay,  Leonard  Covingtou,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  John  Davenport, Junior,  Ames  Elliot,  Ca- 
leb Ellis,  William  Ely,  Jamea  M.  Oamett,  Charles 
Goldsborough,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Holtnei^ 
David  Hougb,  James  Kellv  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Henry  W.  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  David 
Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan P-Mosrifj 
Jeremiah  Mttson,  Timothy  Pi&in,  junior,  Jo^dt 
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Qjiiucy,  John  Randolph,  Joha  Rm  of  Pensyl- 
Tanii,  ThonMU  SammoDS,  John  CottoD  Smith, 
John  Smiih  Samuel  Smith,  Tbomai  SpatdiDS, 
Richard  Siaoford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B. 
Sivcgts,  Samuel  Taegarc,  Benjamio  Tailmadge, 
Samuel  TeDDey,  Philip  R.  ThompsoD.  Thoua* 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
Isndt,  Kilhan  K.  Van  Reniselaer,  Danitl  C.  Ver- 

tlaock,  Peles  Wadsworth,  Darid  R.  Williams, 
Utraaduke  WilliamB  and  Alexander  Wilson. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
neais,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  ihiid  time  to- 
morrow. 


Thuksd  AT,  January  16. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  provision  for  defrar- 
fng  the  ezpenies  which  may  be  incurred  in  the 
purchase  of  the  Spanish  Territories  lying  on  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  East- 
mrd  of  the  Mitsinippi,  was  read  the  third  lime; 
and,  on  the  question  Inat  the  same  do  pass,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affiimstire — yeas  76,  nays  64,  as 
follows : 

Tita — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Isaac  Anderson, 
fobn  Archer,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwetl  Bassetl, 
George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnsbaa  Bidwell,  Phaouej 
Bishop,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blount,  Rob- 
ert Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Brvan,  Qeorge  W. 
Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Josepn  Clay,  Qeorge 
Clinton,  junior.  John  Clopton,  FredericK  Conrad, 
Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard 
Cutts,  Eira  Darby,  William  Dickson,  Ellas  Earle, 
Peter  Early,  James  BUiot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John 
W.  Eppes,  William  Fiodley,  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas 
Balsey,  John  Hamilton.  William  Helms,  James 
Holland,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Nehe- 
miah  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Pat- 
rick Bitagruder,  Robert  Manon,  Josiah  Masters, 
Nicholas  R.Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nel- 
Bon.  Thomas  Newton,  junior,  Joseph  H.nieholsoa, 
Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M-  Randolph, 
Jobn  Rhea  of  Teonessee,  Jacob  Richsids  John 
Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martio 
G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan, 
Jobn  Smilie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Jo- 
seph Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph 
B.  Varoom,  Matthew  Walton,  John  Whitebill, 
Robert  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  WU- 
iiams,  Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomss  Wynns. 

Nats— Silas  Beiton,  Jamas  M.  Broom,  William 
Butler,  John  C>n>Pbell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chit- 
teoden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Claik,  Leon- 
wdCovington.Samuel  W.Dana,  John  Davenport, 
junior,  Ciaeb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  James  M.  Qar- 
nett,  Charles  Goldaboroogb,  Edwin  Gray,  Seth 
HastingB,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  Jame* 
Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Joseph  Lewii,  jun.,  Henry 
W.  Livingston^  Malihew  Lyon,  William  McCree- 
rr,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan 
O.  Mo«ely,Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Piikin.juDT 
Josiah  ^uincy,  John  Randolphj  John  ReaorPenn- 
■ylvBo'iB,  Thomas  Sam mons,  John  Cotton  Smith, 
John  Smitb,  Samuel  Bmitbj  Thomas  Spalding, 


Richard  Stan  ford,  William  SteilnMO.  Lvwis  R 
Storges,  Samuel  Taggart,  BenjaraiD  Tallmufg^ 
Samuel  Tenuey,  Philip  R.  Tnompson,  ThMus 
W.  Thompton.  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  VanCort. 
landt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer.  Darnel  C.  Vo- 

Elioek,  Peleg  Wadswoith,  David  R.  WilliaM, 
latmaduke  Willianu,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

It  was  then  moved  to  amend  the  title  of  thexid 
bQlloreadaifirilowB:  "  AnacImakingpronsiaDfor 
defraying  any  extraordinary  expenaea  atlendiig 
the  intercourse  between  the  United  StatnaDdfo^ 
eign  nations ;"  and  on  the  qaaation  tbenvpoD,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — tms  81,Bap46 
as  foUowB : 

Yejib— Willis  AlstoiLJr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  John 
Archer.  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Baaaett,  Barnabas 
Bidweli,  Phanuel  Bishop,  John  Blake  jr.,  Tfaomai 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Brj- 
ao,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Cbrw 
lopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  George  Clinton, Jna., 
John  CloptOD,  Frederick  Coara^  Orehard  Cook, 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cntts,  Rzra  Darbf, 
William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Eariy,  James 
Elliot,  Ebeoezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes  William 
Findley.JamesFisk,  John  Fowler,  Anarcw  Gregg, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilioa, 
William  Helms,  James  Holland,  David  Hdme% 
Jobn  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Nehemiaii  Eoigh^ 
John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Patriefc  IfagroJer, 
Robert  Marion.  Josiah  Masters^  William  UcCree- 
ry,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Momw,  Roger 
Nel son,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.  Gideoo  Olia,  MUa 
Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randdph,  John  ReaofPens- 
sylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneaaee.  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Tbomas  Sand- 
ford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebenczer  Seaver, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Heoiy 
Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  David  'Thoea^  \3n 
Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Varnnoi, Matthew 
Walton,  John  WhilehiU,  Robert  W)iiiehm,£^^ 
alet  Wickes,  Marmadnke  Williams,  Nathan  Wil- 
llami,  Alexander  Wilson,  Joseph  WinsloB,  and 
Thomas  Wynns. 

Nats  —  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  BettOB, 
James  M.  Broom,  William  Butler,  John  CampU^ 
Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chittenden^ohn  (^bon^ 
Leonard  Covington,  Samuel  W.  Dasa,  Joiut 
Davenport,  jun.,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Bh,  James 
M.  Gamett,  Charles  Gotdsborough^  Seth  Ratlings, 
David  Hongh,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Henry  W.  LivingsUML  Uat- 
thew  Lyon,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moor^ 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Tim otiiy 
Pitkin,  jun.,  Joaian  ftuincy,  John  Randolph, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samael  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford.  William 
Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Ts^gart. 
Benjamin  Tallm a dge  Samuel  Tenney,  PhiTip  El 
Thompson.  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Philip  Vu 
Corllandt,  Eillian  K.  Van  Rensselaei:,  DaoielC 
Verplaock,  Peleg  Wadsworih,  and  David  B. 
Williams. 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  a  committB^ 
appointed  to  carry  to  the  Senate  the  following- 
message : 
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\      By  Me  OfUMo/Jtqirumtoliwi,  January  IS,  1BD6. 
''     Gaitlemea  t>f  Iht  Seaate  .- 

t  We  tnatmutyoDk  bill  which  has  panedthUHoiue, 
'  Mititl«<i  "An  act  mtkmg  proTinoD  for  difnTing  an; 
k  aitraordinar;  BipenMi  atteodiag  the  mteicoiine  be- 
1  tweea  the  United  Butea  and  foreign  nationi,"  and  in 
t  which  we  raqueal  joar  concniienca.  Thia  bill  hma 
baan  paaaed  b?  na  to  enable  the  Preaident  of  the  United 
,  Sutes  to  commence,  with  mora  efiect,  a  negotiation 
'  for  the  poFchaae  of  the  Spaniifa  Tenitoriea  lying  on 
'  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  Gulf  of  Heiico,  and  eaatnrd 
'  oftheiiTer  Miananpin.  The  nature  and  importance 
'  of  the  meaaiue  contemplalad  hava  indnoad  ua  to  act 
I  vpon  the  anbject  wiA  cfoaed  doora.  Yon  will,  rf  con- 
■eqnence,  cMiidBr  the  oomaimieation  aa  confidential. 
To  which  motion  aa  ataendment  was  moTcd 
I  to  tliike  OQt,  in  ibe  proposed  mesnfte,  the  wordi 
I  "River  Miisistippi,"  and  to  iDsert,  in  lieu  thereof, 
I  ihe  words  "Ba^  of  Perdido;"  and  oq  the  qaestioo 
I  thereupon,  it  paued  in  the  negatire — jeu  59, 
I    nafsSS,  aafoltowi: 

YsAB — Bnrwell  Baasett,  Silas  BettoD,  Jamet 
M.  Bfoop),  William  Butler,  John  Campbell,  Levi 
>    Caser,  Mania  Chitiendea,  John  Claiborae^ohn 
Cloplon,  Leonard  Cor  ID  gion,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
John  Davenport,  jun.,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis, 
.    William  Ely,  JiAies  M.  Qarnett,  Charles  Oolds- 
borough,  Edwin  Gray,   Seih   Haaiinga,  Darid 
I    Holmes,  David  Hough,  Waller  Jones,  Tbomaa 
I    KenaD,    Joseph   Lewis,  jun^    Heniy  W.   Liv- 
i    ingston.   Maiibew    Lyon,    William    McCreery, 
<    David  Meriwether,    Thomas    Moore,    Jonathan 
I    O.  Mosely.  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, 
I   juo^i  Josiaa  Quincy,  John  RaDdolph,  Ttiomas 
,    M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Tttomaa 
Sandford,  JohaCoItoa  Smitlf,  John  Smith,  Sam- 
uel Smith,  Thomas  Spalding  Richard  Stanford. 
I    William  Siedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel 
Tasgart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney, 
'.    Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompaon, 
[    Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlindi,  Killian  K. 
Vaa    Reosielaer,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,    Peleg 
[    Wadaworth,  David  R.  Williams,    Marmaduke 
Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Josiah  Winston. 
Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  Anderson, 
John  Archer,  Joseph  Barker,  Geoi^e  M.  Bedinger, 
Barnabas  Bidwell,  Phanuel  Bishop,  John  Blake, 

i'an.,  Thomas  Blount,  RobertBrown,  John  Boyle, 
bseph  Bryan,  George  W.  Campbell,  Jobn  Chand- 
[    ler,  Chrislopfaer  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  George  ClJn- 
'   ton,    jnn.,   Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crownin- 
'    shield,   Richard  Cutis,    Ezra    Darby,  William 
I    Dickson,  Elias  Barle,  Pet«r  Barly^Ebenezei  El- 
■    roer,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Fiodley,  James 
Fisk,   John  Fowler,  Andrew  Grerc,  Isaiah  L. 
Qreen,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamirton,  William 
'    Helms,  James  Holland,  John  Q.  Jackson,  James 
'    Kelly,  Nehemiah  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Michael 
Leib,  Patrick  Magruder,  Robert  Marion    Jcaiah 
Maaters^  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  John 
Rhea  of  Tenaessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell, 
Peter  SaiUy,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Bbenezer 
Seaver,  James  Sloao,  John  Smilie,  O'Brien  Smith, 
Heary  Southard,  Joseph  5  tan  ton  .David  Thomas, 
Uci  Traey,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Blatthew  Walton, 


John   Whitehill,    Robert    Whiiehill,    Eliphaiet 

Wickes,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  House  do  agree 

to  the  motion  to  send  to  the  Senate  the  said  mes- 

X,  as  originally  proposed,  and  resolved  in  the 
native. 
Or(2«r«(£,  That  Mr.  Bidwell  and  Mi;.  Early 
be  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  thereto.  An- 
other motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question 
being  put,  to  remove  the  injunction  of  secrecy,  so 
far  as  respects  the  report  of  the  select  commute^ 
made  to  this  House  on  the  third  instant,  on  the 
letter  and  communications  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  referred  to  them,  on  the  sixth 
of  December  last,  it  passed  in  the  negadve— yeaa- 
46,  nays  71.  as  follows: 

Ybab— Burwell  Bassett,  Silas  Betton,  James- 
M.  Broom,  William  Btttler,  John  Campbell,  Mat- 
tia  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
port, junior,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  James  M. 
Gamett,  Charles  Qoldsborough,  Seth  Hastingak 
David  Holmes,  David  Hongb,  James  Kelly,  J»- 
seph  Lewis,  junior,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  PatricK  Magrnder,  Joeiah  Master*, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger 
Nelson,  Timothy  Fitain,  junior,  Josiah  Q,uincy> 
Joba  Randolph,  Tbomaa  Sammons,  Thomat 
Sandford,  John  Cotton  Smith,John  Smith, Sam- 
uel Smith,  Thomas Spalding^William  Siedman, 
Lewis  B.  Sinrges,  BamaeTTagnrt,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  PhiRp  R.  Tbomp> 
son,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  A bram  Trigg,  Fhu< 
ip  Van  Conlandt,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Peleg 
Wadaworth,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Joseph  Win> 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Isaac  Anderson, 
John  Archer,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Joseph  Bar- 
ker, Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blalce,  junior,  Robr 
ert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan,  George 
W.  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  John 
Claiborne,  Christopber  Clark,  John  Clopton, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard 
Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Barley 
Peter  Early^ames  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John 
W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Sifag 
Halsey,  John  Ham U ion  James  Holland,  John  Q. 
Jackson,  Walter  Jones.  Thomas  Kenan,  Nehemir 
ah  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Robert 
Marion,  William  McCreery,  David  Meriwetheri 
Nicholas  R,  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Thomas  Newton,  junior,  Gideon  Olin; 
John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolpb,  John  Rea  of 
Peansvivania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John 
Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Eb- 
enezer  Seavetj  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry 
Southard  Richard  Stanloid,  Joseph  Sunton, 
David  Tbomas,  Uri  Ttacy,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  . 
Matthew  WaltOD,Jobn  Whitehill  Robert  Whiie> 
hill,  Eli^alet  Wickea,  Marmaduke  Williams, 
Nathan  Williaii]t*,«nd  Thomas  Wynns. 

FaiDAT,  January  17. 
On  a  motion  made  that  the  resolution  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  on  the  ronrleenth  instant,  in  th6 
words  following,  to  wit: 
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Raoleed,  That  an  cichaDge  of  territory  between 
lh«  United  Btatei  and  Spain  it  deemed  by  tbia  Houu 
to  be  the  moat  adTantageoui  mode  of  settlement  of  «i- 
Udng  difleiencM,  regpecting  limita  between  the  United 
Stales  and  tIA  Court  of  Madrid,  and  that  any  arrang*- 
■nent  between  tbe  two  Gotenimenli  whicb  ahall  ■«- 
■ctire  to  Spain  an  ample  banier  on  the  aide  of  Mexico, 
knd  to  tbe  United  Htalea  the  cotmttiea  watored  b;  the 
Miaaiaaippi,  and  to  the  eaatward  of  it,  will  meet  th« 
-fepprobation  and  aappatt  of  dua  Hovm, 
!»  now  made  public:  It  passed  in  the  negative — 
yeas  46,  najrs  64,  as  follows: 

Ysi.fi — John  Archer,  Oeorfe  M.  Sedioger,  Si' 
las  BetloD,  Jamei  H.  Broom,  John  CamfAcIl, 
luIartiD  Chittenden,  Christopher  Clark,  Leonard 
Gojingtaa,  Samtiel  W.  Dana,  John  Darenport, 
junior,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  James  M.  Qar- 
nett,  Charle*  Ooldsborough,  Edwin  Oray,  Setb 
HasiinKs,  Darid  HoDgh,  James  Kelly,  Joseph 
I^wi&_jDaior,  Henry  W.  Liringston,  Josiab  Mat- 
ters, Wm.  McCreery,  David  Meriwether.  Thonat 
Hoore,  Jonathan  0.  Moeely,  TimiKhy  Pitkin,  jr.. 
Joaiah  ClaiDcy.  John  Randolph,  John  Res  of 
f  enBsylvania,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Cotton 
^BUth,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  SpaldioK,  Rich- 
lurd  Stanford,  William  Sicdntan,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
gM,  Samuel  Tagaart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
fiamuel  TeBaey,  Philip  R.  Thompaon,  Thomaa 
W.  ThompaoB.  Abram  Trigg,  Pbilfp  Van  Cort' 
ludt,  Killian  £.  Van  Renaselaar,  Daniel  C.  Vei- 
fdanck,  and  Peleg  Wadaworth. 
■  Natb — Willis  Alston  juDlor,  Isaac  Anderson, 
Darid  Bard,  Barnabas  Bidwelt,  Phanuel  Bishop, 
John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown, 
John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan,  William  Butl«r,  Geo. 
W.  Campbell,  Levi  Caiey,  John  Chandler,  John 
Claiborne,  George  Clintonj  jr.,  John  Ctoptoo, 
Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crow  Dms  hi  eld,  Ezra  Darbv, 
Williaro  Dickson,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Bb- 
mezer  Elmei,  John  W.  Eppea,  William  E^ndley. 
lamee  Fisk  John  Fowler,  Andrew  OregK,  Isaiah 
L.  Qreen,  Bilas  Hatsey,  John  Hamilton,  James 
Holland,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nebemi- 
«h  Kalfffal,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Patrick 
Magrooer.  Nicholas  R.  Moor«,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Itoger  Nelson,  Joseph  H.  Nieholson,  Qideon  Olin, 
John  Pngb.  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Rus- 
•elt,  Peter  Sail  I  y,  Martin  Q.  Schnneman,  Ebene- 
eef  Beaver,  James  Sloan,  John  8  mi  lie,  O'Brien 
Bmith,  Henrf  Sonthard,  Joseph  Stanton,  Dar id 
Thomas,  Urt  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Mat- 
thew Walton,  Jobn  Whiiebill,  Robert  Whiteblll, 
Bliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Williams,  and  JoMph 
Winston. 


TtfUc  Smale  and  Uauttof 

JRgmtHtatiMnflJke  United SaUt.- 
The  enotoMd  lettsr  from  the  Minkter  Plenipstontl- 
•i^  of  the  United  8tala>,  at  the  Court  of  London,  eou- 
taina  inteiealing  infomatlMt  on  the  sabjects  ot  my 
•thar  Mesaagfl  of  thia  data.  It  ta  sent  a^aratsly  and 
•onfidDntially,  becatiaa  its  pnblieatiou  may  diacanrage 


ally,  and  the  Oovemmenti  wWi  which  Ihey  wtmit,  nl 
esperiatl;  between  the  lalne  MiaieteiB. 
jA)niA»  IT,  IBOO.  TH.  JEFFEBSOX. 


TsnasDAT,  Febmarj  6. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PKEBraur 
or  THE  UNiTcn  States, as  follows: 
7h  tie  Smi^ and  Hoiueof 

JCepnunlaiiwa  of  the  VnOed  £(a<e*.- 

EliBee  the  data  of  my  Haeaage  of  JaSHty  w^n- 
teenth,  a  lattai  of  the  twen^-dzdi  of  Na^fha  te 
been  receiied  fioto  iha  Minister  Pletiipotaaitian  ojiha 
United  Statei  at  London,  covering  one  &ihii  me  See- 
retaij  ibi  Foreign  Affun  of  that  Govenmeut,  wlii^ 
being  on  the  lubject  of  that  Message,  is  now  trancmit- 
ted  &T  the  information  of  Cangresa.  Attbongb  natb> 
ing  forbids  the  mbatance  of  UiesB  laden  frini  beiag 
communicated  without  reeerre,  yet  ao  rnauj  ill  dtttta 
proeeed  &om  the  pnblicatton  of  BRn^mdaacei  be- 
tween Miniateta, remaining  stffl  in  oBea,  thai  leanoot 
but  leoommend  that  theee  lettn*  he  net  feamitled  ta 
be  fbnnallj  paUiahed. 

TH.  JUFFEXaON. 

PaeanAaT  6,  1806. 

The  said  Message,  and  letters  aeemnpanyii^  it, 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  t&Ue. 

On  a  motion  made  to  amend  the  secrctJonmat 
of  the  House,  in  the  manner  foUowing,  towit: 
Tdbsdat,  December  31. 1905. 

l^e  following  motion  was  laid  cm  the  tatie: 

Kaoked,  That dollars  be  mppro/ihEai  I^lav, 

for  the  purpoae  of  deftaying  ein-  eotrsoi&aiy  ofA- 

•ea  which  may  be  incerredln  ^  intntamss  tetwMa 

the  United  Slates  and  foreign  nationa,  to  tefeUoot 

of  any  moneys  in  the  IVeamnr  not  iwhish  tpfto- 

^aced,  and  to  be  applied  utder  ^  iliiiiilJM  tf  das 

Preaident  of  the  United  StatM,  wh«  A  ~ 

ity>  if  neeaaaary,  to  borrow  the  aa~  ~ 

thereof,  is  brtkalf  of  die  Unitad  f 

inlereet  not  exoesdhig  eiz 

and  ahall  caaee  an  aocoant  <H'  the  • 

to  be  laid  befine  Oongrsss  m  aeon  >•  maj  be. 

Setohed,  That  the  additionel  dntj  «f  two  ai 


tied  "An  act  farther  to  protect  tl     

men  of  the  United  States  agsinat  Uie  Baitw]  Pow- 
ers," be  continned  far years. 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  Josraal  be  n 
amended,  and  resolved  in  the  affirmntiv^  by  yeas 
and  nays,  ever^  member  present  voting  in  the  tf- 
firmative,  to  wit: 

Isaac  Anderam,  John  Archer,  David  Bard,Io- 
seph  Barker,  Burwetl  Baaaett,  Qeorge  H.  Bc4m- 

Sir,  Bilaa  BettoiL  Baraabai  Bidwetll,  WiUiam 
lackledgs,  John  Blake,  jiv  Robert  Brown,  }o^ 
Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan,  William  Butler,  John 
Oaispbafl,  Levi  Casey,  John  CbaBdler  Uartii 
Chittenden,  Jobn  Ctuborne,  Cbristopher  dark 
JM«»ih  Clay,  Matthew  CUy,  Qwrge  Glintaa  jr. 
Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covingtoa,  Jacob  CroW 
inshield,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Dartty  Ma 
Davenport,  jr..  William  Dickson,  Jnmes  fiiboc 
Caleb  BlUs,  Sbeneaer  £lmer,  WilUan  Slj  J«hB 
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W.  Eppes,  William  Find  ley.  James  Fiak,  John 

,    Fowler,  James  M,  Gtrne it,  Peterson  CJoodwyn, 

Edwin  Qray,  Andrew  Oregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 

*  Silas  Hatsey,  John  Hamiltan,  Seth  Hasting, 
William  Helms,  David  Holmes,  DaTid  Houjrh, 
John  Q.  JacksoD,  Walter  Jones,  Jamss  Kelly, 
Thomas  Kenan,  Nehemiah  Knight,  John  Lam- 
berl.  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Henry  W. 

'     LiTingsloD,  Matthew  Lyon,  Palriclt  Magruder, 

^     Robert  Marion    Josiah  Masters,   William  Me- 

Creery,  David  Meriwether  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 

*  Thoma*  Moore  Jeremiah  Morrow.  John  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Oideon  Olin, 
Timothy  Pitfcinjt.,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Q,Qincy, 
John  Randolph,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea 
of  PcnnsylvaniajJohB  Rhea  of  Tennessee.  Jacob 
Richards,  John  RQssell.  Thomas  Sandforc,  Mar- 
lin  G.  Sehuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James 
Sloaii,John8milte,J.C.  Smitli,J.Smilh,0'Briea 
Bmith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spaldine,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  WilliaA  Btedman.  Lewis  B.  Blur- 
ges,  Samael  Taggatt,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Sam- 
oel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thomp- 
aoD,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Dri  Tracy,  Abram 
Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cordandt,  Killian  K.  Tan 
Rensselaer,  Jfnsnb  B.  VatnaiD,  Daniel  C.  Ver- 
planck,  Peleg  Wadswotth.  John  Whitehill,  Rob- 
ert Wfailehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  David  R.  Wil- 
tiams,  Marmadnke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams, 
Alexander  Wilson,  Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomas 
Wynns. 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  a  committee  be 
oioted  to  prewDt  to  the  Pfcaident  of  the  Uni- 

.  States  the  resolution  agreed  to  by  thiaHovse, 
uu  the  fouTCeeDCh  ultimo,  in  the  wuds  fudlowingj 
to  wit - 


appoiD 
ted  Sti 


lUiohtd,  That  aa  ndwaae  of  twritotr  between 
he  Uiuted  Slalea  and  Spain  la  decBied  by  this  Howe 
a  be  the  noii  adnntageooa  mode  of  ■■ttlei 


iatiug   difficaltiei  leapecting  A*  limiti  between  the 
United  State*  end  the  Conrt  of  Madrid ;  and  that  aqr 


•rratigement  between  the 

ahaH  eecare  to  Spain  an  unjple  banier  on  the  aide  of 
Hexieo,  and  to  the  United  State*  the  coontriea  wk- 
tereA  by  the  Munnippi,  and  Id  the  eaatwaid  of  it, 
wUI  meet  the  approbation  of  Oui  Hodm> 

On  which  rootioD,  debate  arising,  it  waa  moved 
to  postpone  the  consideration  thereof  until  Thurs- 
day next,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  57, 
Bays  64,  as  follows  : 

Veab— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  Jo- 
seph Barker.  BarnabAs  BIdwell,  Pbanuel  Bishop, 
William  BlacUedge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomaa 
Blount,  Roben  Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joaeph  Bry- 
aOf  Oeor^e  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandlei,  George 
Clinton,  ir..,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crownin- 
■hield,  Richard  Cutis,  Ezra  Darby  William  Dick- 
SOD,  Peter  Early,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Kind- 
le^, John  Fowler,  Andrew Oregg,Uaiah  L.  Green, 
Silas  Habey,  John  Hamiltan.  William  Helms, 
James  Holland,  Walter  Jones,  Nehemiah  Knight, 
John  Lambert.  Patrick  Magruder.  Robert  Marion, 
Pficholaa  R.  Moore.  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gideon 
OliD,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John 
Rhea  of  Tenaeaee^  Jacob  Richards,  John  Rus- 


sell, Peter  Sallly,  Martin  G.  Bchunrman,  Eben- 
ezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  Juhn  Bmilie,  Henry 
Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri 
Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  John  Whitehill,  RoV 
ert  WhilehiJl,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan 
Williams,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Natb — David  Bard,  Burwell  Besselt,  G«orge 
M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Bellon,  William  Botler,  Levi 
Casey, Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Chris- 
topher Clark,  Joseph  Clay.  Matthew  Clay,  Leon- 
ard Covington,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
port, jr.,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely, 
John  W.  Eppes,  James  M.  Gamelt,  Peteraon 
Goodwyn,  Setn  Hastings,  David  Holmea,  David 
Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  James  Kelly.  Thomas 
Kenan,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Henry 
W.  Livingston,  Mattbev  '  »■....- 

William  McCteery,  Dai 
Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jere- 
miah  Nelson^  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H. 
Nicholson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania.  Thos. 
Sammons,  Thomas  Sanford.  John  Cotton  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Bamuel  Smith,  Thomas  Bpaldiog, 
Richard  Stanford,  William  Siedman.  Lewis  S. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Tamrt,  Benjamin  Talltnadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Tbomae 
W.  Thompson,  Philip  Van  Cortlandi,  Killian  K. 
Van  Rensselaer.  Dan'l  C.  Verplanck,  Pekg  Wads- 
wortb,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  David  R.  WiUiaiB% 
Alexander  Wilaon,  and  Joseph  Winalon. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  to  amend  the 
said  original  motion,  by  insimciiBg^the  same  eoi»- 
mittee  alio  to  present  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted  Stales  another  resolaiion,  agreed  to  by  thja 
House,  on  the  eaid  fourteenth  ultimo,  in  the  worda 
following,  to  wit ; 

"  foseAwd.   That doUan  be  apprapiiated,  bj 

law,  towards  defrapng  the  expanse  wIu<A  aiay  be  ia> 
cnrred  in  the  ponJiMe  of  the  Spanish  lerriteiiea  lying 
on  the  Atlantic  ocean  and  Oulf  of  Mexico,  and  east- 
ward of  the  MisaiaBippi,  to  be  fiaid  out  of  any  money  la 
the  Treaaor;  not  othenriae  apyioiataled,  and  to  be  ap- 
^ied  under  the  diieclion  of  On  fMnimt  of  iha  Ihii> 
led  State*,  who  shall  have  anlhonty.  if  nseeissiy,  r 


all  per  centum  per  annum,  redeemable  at  will ; 
shall  eanse  an  aceonnt  Iheieof  to  be  laid  belbre  Coa- 
gna*  Bi  soon  aa  may  be :" 

On  which  motion  to  amend,  the  question  being 
taken,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

And  then  the  main  question  bein^  taken,  that 
die  House  do  agree  to  the  said  ori^nal  molioti, 
as  DOW  amended,  it  was  resolved  m  tbe  affirm- 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jobn  RAintoi-PB  and  Hr, 
GaEvabe  appointed  aeommittee  pursuant  thereto. 


TotaaAT,  Fri>raary  11. 
Hr.  John  Ranoolfb,  from  the  committee  a|>- 
pointed  on  Thursday  last,  to  present  to  the  Piee- 
ident  of  tbe  United  States  two  resolutions  of  this 
House,  of  the  fourteenth  ultimo,  reported  that  the 
committee  had  performed  that  service. 
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Mr.  Thohai  M.  Ramdoub,  from  the  Commit- 
tee for  Enrolled  Bills,  teporied  that  tbe  commit- 
tee had  examined  an  enrolled  bill,  to  wit :  "  Ad 
ael  making  proTuioD  for  defrafing  any  extra- 
ordinary expeoM*  attending  tbe  intercourse  be- 
tween tbe  United  States  and  foreign  □«lion&" 
and  had  foand  the  Mme  to  be  truly  enrolled: 
Wberenpon,  the  Speaker  signed  tbe  said  en- 
lolled  bill. 

Ordertd,  That  tbe  Clerk  of  tbii  Houm  do  ac- 
quaint tbe  Senate  ihereiritb. 

WEDNBBnAT,  Februnry  12. 
Mr.  Thomas  M.  Ramdolfb,  from  tbe  Joint 
Committee  for  Enrolled  Bills,  reported  tbat  tbe 
committee  did,  yesterday,  presentlo  tbe  President 
of  the  United  States  for  bis  apiirobalionj  in  en- 
rolled bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  proTiiioo  for 
defraying  any  extraordinary  expenses  attending 
tbe  inCerconrie  between  the  United  State*  and 
foreign  nations." 

Tubs  i> AT,  Febraary  18. 
Th«  following  Message  was  received  fiom 
Pbbbidbht  op  the  United  States; 
7b  M«  ilMse  of  KtprettHtatht* 

of  At  UmUed  Slatet  .< 
On  the  tiiirteeDth  instant,  I  approved  snd  signed  the 
•ol,  wlitled  "  An  act  making  prorkion  for  defrajiag 
any  aitraoidiiurT  capMUM  attonding  the  intereiiDrH 
bitwMn  the  United  StatM  and  foreign  nttiui*,"  which 
aiigiiuted  in  llie  Hoiua  of  Sepreeentativee,  and  I  «hall, 
in  due  season,  d^pent  it  smang  llie  ndk  in  tbe  ofllee  sf 
tike  BeCTBtuy  of  State. 

TH.  JEFFEBSON. 
FiaauAaT  18,  1806. 

olie 


FniDAT,  Mircb  21. 

On  ■  motion  mad*  and  seconded, 

Rooked,  lltat  the  injunction  of  secrecy  Imposed  on 
the  proceedings  whidihaTe  been  transacted  wiA  dosed 
doon,  during  the  present  session,  be  removed- 

On  the  question  that  the  farihei  consideration 
of  the  said  resolution  be  postpoued  until  tbe  last 
Monday  in  the  present  monib,  it  was  resolved  in 
tbe  affirmative — yeaj  69,  nays  57,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Aaderson,Da- 
Tid  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  BarnaUs  BidwelL  Wil- 
liatn  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Bloiiot, 
Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  George  W.  Camp- 
bell, John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Matthew 
Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob 
Crowninshield,  Richard  Cults,  Ezra  Darby,  John 
Dawson,  William  Dickaon.  Elias  Barle,  Peter 
Barly,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Findley,  James 
Fisk,  Joha  Fowler,  Petersw  Ot    ' 


n  Ooodwyn,  Andrew 
Gregg]Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silat  Halsey,  John  Ham- 
ilton, William  Helra^,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter 
Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nebemiah  Knight,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Robert  Marion, 
William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremir 


ah  Morrow,  Guidon  S.  Mumford,  Bocer  Hebea, 
Thomas  Newton,  ir^  Qideon  Olin,  John  Pngb, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rbe«  of  T«iD«e^ 
Jacob  Richards,  John  Rnssell,  Martin  G.  Scho- 
aeman,  Ebenezer  Seavet,  James  Sloan,  Joka 
Smilie,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Jowth 
StaBton,.  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B. 
Varanm,  Matthew  Walton,  John  Wltilehill,  Rob- 
ert Wbitebill,  Blipbalet  Wickcs,  Nathan  Wil- 
liams, Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats— Burwell  Baiaeit,  George  M.  Bedioget, 
Silas  Bettoo,  James  U.  Broom,  William  Bauer, 
John  Campbell,  Martin  Chitlendan,  Chiistopber 


bjr,  Leonard  Coringuw,  Sainnel 
DarenporL  jr.,  James  KUiot,  Ca- 
irn Ely,  Joui  W.  EpMs,  James 
irles  Ctoldsborongh.  Bdwiit  Cbav, 
Seth  Hastings,   David  Holmes,  David   Hon^ 


leh  Ellis,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Emns,  J 
*  '  Oaroett,  Charles  Ctoldsborongh.  Bdwiit  Cbav, 
th  Hastings,   David  Holmes,  David   Hon^ 
James  Kelly,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lnvti,  jr^ 


Nicholson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Jonah  Ooincy, 
John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Fennsilvania,  Peter 
Sailly,  Thomas  SammoDs,  Thos.  Sasdbrd,  John 
Cotton  Smith,  Samnel  Smith  Thomas  Siding, 
Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Tamrt  Benjvnin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  PbiRp  R.  T&aDp«»,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cori- 
laodt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Va- 
plsnck,  PelegWadsworth,  David  R.  Wlliams, 
Marmaduke  n^illiamB,  and  Alexander  Wilsn. 

HoNDAT,  Hareh  Si. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PBXBiDBirr  OF  THE  United  States: 
7b  the  SenaU  OKd  Bouie  of 

Riframtalma  of  Ike  IMMaHes.- 

I  commtmieale  loCmgrass  ■  letterieeeady teoetved 
from  the  Minister  Plenipotentiaiy  of  the  Ci^sd  SlaUs 
St  London,  stating  soms  drcuiutsnces  whiA  bear  le- 
latioD  to  the  snbjeet  of  my  Maasges  of  Jsnosiy  aeTCD. 
Immlh.  This  paper  bung  original,  and  to  tie  asnnik- 
nicsted  to  bo&  Houses,  the  relnm  of  it  is  raqoested. 
TB.  JEFPEBSOX 

Habcb  M,  ism. 

The  said  Message  and  document  sitwapsny- 
ing  it,  were  severally  twice  read. 

Oroered,  Thai  the  letter  referred  to  in  tbe  nid 
Message  be  returned  to  the  President  of  the  Uiu- 
ted  Slates,  agreeably  to  bis  request. 

Monday,  March  31. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  that  the  Honae  doeome 
to  the  following  resolution : 

Retebed,  That  the  injunction  of  wcre^  napoatdoa 
the  proceedings  which  bsTo  been  tmuacted  with  dosed 
doors  during  Uie  presanl  senion,  be  removed : 

It  was  moved  to  amend  the  said  rwolatjon.  by 
adding  to  tbe  end  thereof,  tbe  words,  "from  ani 
after  this  day  fortnight:"  And,  on  Uia  questM 
thereupon,  it  passed  in  the  amative — yeas  fl. 
Days  ^,  as  follows: 

Tbas— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  AadMaoE,  D*.- 
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vid  Bard,  Josepli  Barker,  BHro&bas  Bid  well  Wil- 
liam BUcktedM,  Joho  Blake,  jr.,  Tbos.  Bloant, 
Robert  Brown;  Geo.  W.  Campbell,  Jobn  Cbaad- 
ler,  John  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  Frederick 
Coared,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crown  to  shield, 
Richard  Culls,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson, 
Elias  Earle,  Peter  Bulj,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  Wil- 
liam Piodley,  James  Fisk,  Peterson  Cioodwyn, 
Andrew  Oregg,  Isaiah  L.  Qreen,  Silas  Halsey, 
John  HamiUon,  William  Helms,  Waller  Jones, 
John  Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  Mac- 
Farlaad,  Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery, 
Nicholas  B.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow  Gordon 
8.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson.  Qideoo  Olin,  John 
Pugb,  Thomu  M.  Randolph,  John  Rbea  of  Ten- 
nessee, John  Russell,  Mariin  O.  Bchnneman, 
Ebenezer  Bearer,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John 
Smith,  Henry  Souihard,  Joseph  Stanioa,  David 
Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  John 
WhiiehiJi,  Robert  WhiiehiU,  Eliphalet  Wickea, 
Nathan  Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph 
Winston. 

Nats— -Evan  Alexander,  Barwell  Baesett, 
George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  B«tlOD,  William 
Boiler,  John  Campbell,  Leri  Casey,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay, 
Matthew  Clar,  Leonard  Covin gtoo,  Samuel 
W.  Dana,  Joan  Davenport,  jr.,  John  Dawson, 
James  Elliot,  Caleb  BIHs,  wIlRam  Eiv,  John  W. 
£!pp«s,  James  M.  Qarneit,  Charles  Qolasbo rough, 
Edwin  Oray,  Setb  Hastinn,  David  Holmes, 
David  HoDgh,  John  Q.  Jackson,  James  Kell^, 
Thomas  Kenan,  Michael  Leib.  Joseph  Lewis, 
jun.,  Patrick  Magiade^  Josiah  Matters,  Thomas 
Moors,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jere- 
miah Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, Jun.,  Timothy 
Pitkin, JuD.,  Joslab  duiocy,  John  Randolph,  John 
Rea  orPenasylTBuia,  Jacob  Richards,  Peter  Sailly, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Band  ford,  John 
Cotton  Smith  Samnel  Smith,  Thomas  Spatdioff, 
Richard  Stanrord,  William  Siedmnn,  Lewis  B. 
Siarges,  Samuel  Taggarl,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Teoney,  PhUip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Abtam  Trigg^  Killian  E.  Van 
RensseIaer,Pele2  Wadsworth.  David  R.Williama, 
Ma rm ad uke  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Another  motion  was  then,  made  to  amend  the 
said  resolniion,  by  inserting,  after  the  word  "that," 
in  the  first  tine,  the  wordsj"  Aom  and  after  the  end 
of  the  prevent  session  of  Congress :"  And  on  the 
question  thereupon,  it  passed  in  the  nqative — 
jeBB  59,  nays  61,  as  foltows: 

Vkah— Willis  Alston,  jr..  Isaae  Anderson,  Jo- 
seph Barker,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  William  Black- 
ledge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Brown.OeorKeW.Campbell,  John  Chandler  John 
Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Fred- 
erick Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crownin- 
shield,  Richard  Culls,  Ezra  Darby,  William 
Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Early,  Ebenezer 
CItaer,  William  Pindley,  James  Fiak,  Peterson 
Qoodwyn,  Andrew  Gregg,  I.iaiah  L.  Green,  Silas 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms,  John 
Liacnbert.  Matthew  Lyon,  Dnncan  McFarland, 
Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery.  Nicholas  R. 
Moors,  Jeremiah  Moitow,  Oiudon  S.  Mumford, 


Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olio,  John  Pngh,  Thomas 
M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John 
Russell,  Martin  O.  Scbuneman,  Ebenezei  Seaver, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henrv  Southard,  Jo- 
seph S'^aotoo.  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph 
B.  Varnum,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  WbitehilL 
Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Williams,  Richard 
Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Natb  —  Evan  Alexander,  Burwell  Bassett, 
Qeoree  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Belioo,  William  But- 
ler, John  Campbelt,  Martin  Chittenden,  Christo- 
pher Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Leonard  Cavington, 
Samnel  W.  Daoa,  John  Daveoport,  iun.,  John 
Dawson,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely, 
John  W.  Eppes,  James  M.  Garnett,  Charle* 
Qoldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Setb  Hastings  Da- 
vid Holmes,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson, 
Waller  Jones,  James  ^eHy,  Michael  Leib,  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  jun.,  Patrick  Magrnder,  Jowiah  Mas- 
ters. Thomas  Moor^  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O. 
Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr., 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  (^aincy,  John  Ilan- 
dolpb,  Joha  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, Peter  SaiUy,  Thomas  Sammons,  Tbomaa 
Sandford,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Sam- 
uel Smith,  Thomas  Spaldine,  Richard  Stanford. 
William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges.  Samuel 
TaggarL  Benismio  Tallmadge,  Samoel  Tenney, 
Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson, 
Abram  Trigg,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Peleg 
Wadiwortb,  David  R.  Williama,  Matmadake 
WilLams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question 
being  put,  that  the  fatlher  consideration  of  th« 
said  resolution  be  postponed  until  this  day  week, 
it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  58,  nays  63,  aa 
follows : 

Ybab— Willis  Alston,  inn.,  Isaae  Anderson, 
Joseph  Barker  Barnabas  Bidwell,  William  Black- 
ledge,  Jobn  Blakejun.,  Thomas  Bloom,  Robert 
Brown,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
John  Claiboroe,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crown- 
inshield,  Richard  Cults,  Ezra  Darbv,  William 
Dickson,  Elias  Ea tie.  Peter  Early,  Ebenezer  El- 
mer, William  Pindley,  James  Fisk.  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiab  L.  Green,  Sitaa 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms,  John 
Lambert,  Mtiihew  Lyon,  DonoaD  MacFarland, 
Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gordon  S.  Mumford, 
Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugb,  Thomas 
M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John 
Russell,  Martin  G.  Schunemaa,  Ebenezer  Sea- 
James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry  Southard, 


let  Wickes,  Nathan  Williams,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Joseph  Winston. 

N&TS — Evan  Alexander,  Burwell  Bassett,  Geo. 
M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Beiton,  William  Butler,  John 
Campbell,  Martio  Chittenden,  Christopher  Clark, 
Joseph  Clay,  Leonard  Covington,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  John  Davenport,  jun^Jobn  Dawson,  Jai. 
Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes, 
Jamea  M.  Qamett,  duties  Qafdsborough,  Edwia 
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Orar,  Seib  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  Divid 
Hough,  Joha  O.  JacksoD,  Walter  Jones,  James 
Eell)',  Thomas  Kenan,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph 
Lewis,  juD.,  Patrick  Magtuder,  Josiah  Masters, 
Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mos«- 
ly.  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  juD.,  Tim- 
olny  Pitkin,  jun.,  Josiah  ^uincy.  John  Randolph, 
John  Rea  of  PennsylTania,  Jacot  Richards,  Peter 
Bailljr,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samoel  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding  Richard  Staaford,  William 
Bledman,  Lewis  B.  Stutge^  Samuel  Twgart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  SBmuei  Tenney,  Philip  R. 
ThonapsoniThomasW.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigs, 
EiUian  K.  Tan  Rensselaer,  Pelez  Wadsworth, 
David  R.  Williams,  Marmaduka  Williams,  and 
Alexander  Wilson. 

And  then  the  main  qsastion  b«ias  lakei,  tbal 
tbe  HouM  do  af^rae  to  the  said  molution,  as  ori- 
ginally moved,  id  the  worda  followiof ,  to  wit : 

<■  Ketohfd,  Tlkat  die  injuactim  of  Mcncj  iinpoMd 
Mk  (ha  pinnMilinga  wUdi  faa*a  beMi  Tiansailinl  wi& 
itoaij  won,  doiuf  tha  praaeat  iSMJon,  b«  remorad." 

ft  was  resoWed  in  the  afflnnatiTe — yeai  63, 
nays  S6,  at  Follows: 

Tbi,* — Evan  Alexander,  Bur  well  Bassett,Oeo. 
U.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  William  Butler,  John 
Campbell,  Surtin  Chittenden,  Chiistopher  Clark, 
Josepo  Clay,  Leonard  Coringtoi,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  John  Davenport,  jun-  John  Dawson,  Jat. 
fiUiot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Wm.  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes, 
James  M.  Qainett,  Charles  Ooldsborough,  Peter- 
BOD  QoodwyQ,  Edwin  Oiay,  Seik  Hastings,  Da- 
vid Holmes,  Darid  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson, 
Walter  Jonra,  James  Kelly,  Thomms  Kenan,  UL 


chael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Patrick  Magrudo, 
Josiah  Masterly  Thomas  Moor&  John  MoirDw, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  jun.,  Tiraothj  Pitkin,  jun.,  Josiah  ^n- 
ey,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsy Inma, 
Jacob  Richards,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  SommMa 
Thomas  Saodfoid,  John  C.  Smith,  John  Smiik^ 
Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Staa- 
ford, William  StedmanglJewis  B.  Siorgea,  Sam- 
uel Taggail,  Benjamin  Tallmadge.  Samuel  Ten- 
ney, PhQip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thomp- 
son, Abram  Trigg,  Kitlian  K.  Van  R«nselacr, 
Peleg  Wadsworih,  David  R.  Williami,  Jfarma- 
duke  Willinmsj  and  Alexander  WiUon. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  Anderson, 
Joseph  Barker  Baroabas  Bidwell,  William  Black- 
ledge,  John  Blakejun.,  Thomas  Bloont,  Robert 
Brown,  George  W.  CampbeU.  John  Cnandler, 
John  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  ti'rederick  Conrad, 
Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowninxhicld,  Richard 
Cutis,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson,  fiilias  Eail^ 
Peter  Early,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Findlev, 
James  Fisk,  Andrew  Oregg,  baiak  L.  Green,  St- 
las  Halsey.Jobn  Hamilton,  William  Hclm&, John 
Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  UacFailand, 
Robert  Marion,  Will iam  McCreery,  Nitholas  B. 
Moore,  Jeremian  Morrow,  Oardon  S.  hiomTort, 
Roger  Nelson,  Otdeon  Oliii,  John  Pogh,  Thoma 
M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneswe,  Jobm 
Russell,  Martin  Q.  Scbnneman,  Bbeacier  Ser- 
ver, James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry  Soathaid, 
Joseph  Suntoo,  DaTid  Thomas,  Joseah  B.Tai^ 
numjJobn  Whiiehill,  Robert  Whiteh&L  Slipha- 
lel  Wicket,  Nathan  Williaias,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Joseph  Winston. 

And  th«i  the  Houa  ndjomted. 
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COHPBISINO  THE  M06T  IMPOBTANT  IMCDIONTB  ORIOINATINa  DURING  THAT  COfN. 
GSES8,  ASV  THE  PCBUO  ACTS  PASSED  BT  FT. 


STATE  OF  THE  PINANCEa 

[Comnnnicated  to  the  B«Mta,  DoMiotMr  «,  1806.] 
In  obedience  10  the  directions  of  the  act  sdg 
nlemeatarf  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  estah- 
lish  the  Treasury  Department,"  the  Secretarj;  of 
the  Treasury  respectlbHy  submita  the  following 
report  and  esiimaiai : 

He  nat  rerentie,  uuiiig  flom  datiM  on  merchandHe 
uid  lonnaga,  which  accmed  dmitig  the  year  IBOl, 
•DlDiiDtedto 91S,090,S79 

Tb«  Bat  revenue,  ariaiiig  from  the  lame 
■ouioe,  which  aoemed  during  the  year 
laos,  amMmted  ta    -        -        -        •       lO.lM.SSi 

nut  which  accnMT  during   the  year 

1803,  anoonted  to  -  -  ,  ■  -  11,809,480 
And  that  which  accmed  daring  die  year 

1804,  amouDlad,  nUr  deducting  that 

portion  which  arose  from  the  additional 

dutiea,  constitatiBg  the  Mediterranean 

fund,  aa  will  appear  by  the  statement 

A,  to        -        -      "-        -        -        -       12,673,833 

It  i*  aacertained  that  Uie  net  reveiine  which  has  ac- 
crued during  the  three  first  quaitets  of  the  year  1B06, 
does  not  &1I  short  of  that  of  the  coneqNiDdiiig  quar- 
tan of  tho  year  1804.  And  that  branch  of  leTenue 
may,  eiclouTelT  of  ths  Heffiterrenean  itand,  be  safety 
estimated,  fbr  the  present,  at  twelremiUioua  of  daUara, 
which  Lb  nearly  the  average  of  the  two  yean  1603  and 
1604. 

TTie  Malcation  which  took  place  In  the  year  1803, 


and  the  increase  in  the  next  Iblloning  yean,  niffi- 
cienllr  aboiir  that  no  inconiMer^tle  porlton  of  that 
branch  af  Hwrarenne  b  due  to  the  nentrafi^  of  fhe 


tfsited  atatea,  during  the  contlntianee  of  war  _ 
ropa.  Yet,  if  the  revenue  of  1803,  the  only  yea 
Eanqwan  PMca  since  1T9>,  be  considered  as  the  beat 
baaiaon  wniih  to  f&rm  an  eatimate,  fliis,wiA  an' addi- 
tion of  ten  per  cent  onacoount  of  tha  inereaae  «f  pop- 
nlation  for  three  yaara,  and  of  near  900,000  dollar*,  the 
computed  revenue  of  New  Orieoua,  will  gtre  a  remit 
of  near  eleven  milbons  and  a  half,    ne  stati 

exhibits  in  detail  the  ■ereral  species  of  moi 

and  other  sontcea  fiom  which  that  rvtmoe  was  collect- 
ed during  the  year  1801. 

Theievenne  vieiug  from  the  aalea  of  pubHc  lands 
haa  been  greater  during  the  year  ending  on  the  Mth 
September,  1809,  than  that  of  any  preening  year.  It 
apjiean  by  the  statement  C  that,  during  ttat  period, 
beodea  lw,000  acres  sold  to  ponons  elaimtng  a  ri^t 


of  p»«ioptioi^  9i7*jm  anea  hara  bean  diepoMd  cS, 
at  the  ordinal?  salesi  mahiag,  altogether,  with  the 
preceding  salaai  froqt  the  tise  when  the  land  officaa 
ware  apoied  in  1800  and  1801,  an  aggregate  of  near 
two  muliou*  of  acm*.  The  aetaal  pt^uMBta  by  puf 
chesen,  which,  during  the  y«ai  endug  on  the  dOth 
September,  18D4,  had  amoontad  to  438,000  dollars,  and 
tad  not,  in  any  one  preitoua  year,  exceeded  360,000 
<IoUan,haTe,  dnrini  the  j*m  awUni  on  the  SOth  8e>- 
tembai,  180fi,  amounted  to  676,000  dollara;  of  which 
sum  686^000  dollars  were  paid  in  'Pf^*!  *Ad  the  resi- 
due in  stock  of  the  public  debt.  The  speda  receipt* 
frons  that  sonm  may,  for  the  enmiog  year,  be  aafely 
estimated  at  Are  hunted  Avuiand  doltiira. 


elsdins  the  dutiea  on  postage  and  other  imall  inci- 
dental btancbsa,  ba  cmnphted,  for  Ae  year  180*,  at 
twelve  ■"ii''^™»  and  five  hundred  tbiw- 
aanddoUan 218,600,000 

IV  payment*  in  Ae  TTSHBn>,dniii)g  Iha 
same  year,  on  aaoauntof  Uu  temporar 
ry  loana  eonatituting  Iha  "  Mediterra- 
nean Ibnd"  which  will  lia«e  aooniad 
to  the  81M  day  of  Maioh  next,  aie  es- 
timaCad  at  nine  hundred  tbounnddol> 
lara,  and  about  one  hundred  thnaaawH 
may  be  capeeted  from  the  aiiean  of 
tntanml  duliea  and  of  the  direct  tax, 
and  from  other  incidental  branches ; 
makinff  fot  temporary  and  inciilantal 
recewta,OMmimon  didlara       -        -        1/»0,000 

The  batanee  of  necie  in  the  Tieasnry. 
which,  on  the  aOth  day  of  September 
last,  amonpted  to  4,0T6,eM  dollar*, 
will,  a*  tbt  receipts  and  cunent  ex- 
penditure* of  the  present  quarter  mav 
be  considered  aa  nearly  equal,  be  di- 
minished at  the  end  of  this  year,  only 
by  the  payment!  on  account  of  the 
American  claim*  assumed  by  the  con- 
vention itith  France;  and  as  the 
whole  amount  of  those  clalma  which 
reipainad  unpaid  on  the  SOth  day  of 
September  last,  will.  In  this  estimate, 
be  stated  amongst  tl»  aipenditures  of 
ime,  the  whole  of  the  above-mention- 
ed balanoe  may  b«  added  to  Aa  ra- 
■Mtpts  of  that  year,  via;      -        -        -        +,M6,000 
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lU' 


ThB  axpouM  of  th«  ;«u  ISOO,  wbidi  nmit  b«  d«- 
tn.ytA  out  of  thoM  naouToaa,  an,  liks  Iba  teTMine, 
■ilMrof  >  pafinuiKit  aatura  ot  Mnpontj. 

Tlka  MrmuMtit  «i|ianaM  u«  Mtinwtod  at  WJtMr 
000  doUui,utd  coiMHt  ofthe  foUownf  itoat,  tk  : 
L  Tlw  annnal  »f/fitvfn»loian  tS  ai^  niltknu  of  dol- 
Uh  fcr  the  payiiMnt  of  ths  priudpa]  uid  inUriM  of 
tbap^diodDbt,  of  wkkh  mM*  tbu  4,000,00e  doW 
Im  will  b«  spplietbU  to  the  diKharae  tf  llw  princi- 
pal, and  ths  naidae  to  tha  pajmanl  of 
uterMt    ......      98,000,000 

S.  For  the  ci»U   '  ..... 


dailiag  invalid  {Mn^oiia,  the  fight- 
lioon   mtjA  ittiat  wtaHithn)frntei   the 


dsyof  Jane,  IBOS.wti  990,000  doDm.TlMqfaH 
pcodiut  will,  it  ii  1— ,  ^  *~iinHirtii  lijnikyui  u 
poTtationi ;  bat  it  ii  bcdiCTed,fioa  imwof  AitiIh  I 
'  (he  node  impottaa  in  1800  tU  IBM,  riAn  I 
ktisea  with  that  doty,  thattba'AudujbtMM  | 
I  imdMing  RMriy  000,006  Mm  xjm.  HU 
rtnaate  be  oorrect,  the  hod  wiD  oWMMr  pifai 
nring  the  one  yeu-  and  um  bmoOh  cmmoib  | 
the  lit  da;  of  July,  1804,  and  «kdiB|«aftt)UJn 

ofHaich,  1800 %\fm 

The  exp«iaeaheMtribndict|ad nihil 
ind,  have  bean,  Til : 
•aid  in  1804,  Id  the  NaTj  DanailM^  nt- 
der  the  act  coutitnting  thi 


eipeneee  oi  anrrarins  pnblic  landa, 
(ha  tUrd  inilaliDMU  ri'  (he  loan  doe  to 
Maijhnd,  and  a  earn  of  100,000  dot- 


ot  franti  a«  May  be  allowed  by  Con- 

a.Tor  eipenaee  incideBt  to  the  intei^ 
oo«iM*  with  Ibieign  natiRii,  including 
the  pannauent  appwpiiationi  fin  At- 

4.  For  (ha  MOHatr  and  IndiaB  d^art- 
monti,  iodnding  the  pennanmt  appro- 
prialioiH  for  certain  Indian  tribe* 
,  8.  For  the  Naval  eatahKahmaol,  (aidu- 
drdj  of  daflciencdea  Sat  the  eaTriea  of 
the  yean  1804  and  ISOO,  iriiidi  an 
eatlinated  at  9*00,000)     - 


It  appear*  from  tha  precoding  'atatement,  thai  tbe 
permaDent  leraavea  of  the  United  Statee  wOl,  during 
flie  eneoing  year,  eioeed  the  permanent  aipendi 
Bora  than  one  inilUon  of  doUan ;  and  that  the  i 
eya  already  on  band,  togedier  with  the  lemporaiy  la- 
Bouieee  of  the  year,  will,  after  leaving  the  enn  which 
It  k  alway*  neeeeeaiy  to  keep  in  llie  Treasury,  be  »af- 
AcieBt  (o  diadutrge  the  Nary  deBdendea,  and  the 
«Aele  aMonnt  of  the  daima  Manined  by  the  convan- 
Hon  wi&  France,  the  large  receipt!  of  lart  year  ran- 
dMing  it  nnaeceeaiy  to  recnr  for  that  object  to  the  loan 
d  by  the  act  of  ihe  10th  of  Noveinber,  ISOa. 


ad  valorom,  irtiieh 
fcnd,"  amODBtad  daring  (ha  last  lix  months  of  1004,  to 
00SM8  doUai*.  And  it  ia  •aeertainad  Oat  the  amodnt 
•f  da^  aacmad  during  tha  year  endisg 


Paid  in  tSOO,  to  the  aaid  Do- 
paitnMnt,  by  virtne  of  the 
aeoond  aectiaD  of  the  act  of 
SOth  January,  IMS     - 


And  leaving  an  anapprupriatadmila,* 


e  than  itaoriaikjkM 


defldendea  abora-: 

Tile  moneys  actually  receivad  w  U  bi  ncM  <*■ 
Ae  Trqasuiy,  on  account  of  that  fuiiiniuikU 
day  of  January,  1S06,  are  eatiiBttad  it  dau  f^M 
dollars.  The  reddne  will  b«  ncendbsnaiu 
day  and  the  Slit  of  March,  1807,  ud  mditbiM 
Ukao  toaaomof  900,000  dollinoa  (biwA? 
the  fnct&o^  eatimata  of  the  lee^^^I^'"*' 

T^  paymenta  on  accooDt  of  Ih^nsq*!  <' ^  P*; 
lie  debt  have,  during  tbe  year  aaiiv  ><»  »■ 
BeptenbM,  I  BOB,  eicoaded  Ibiu  mfiw  t^  »>- 
dred  and  aaventy-aaven  Ihowand  Ji^  °  ^ 
byaatimBtaD        ...      -W"!^^ 

The  two  laat  uutalmenta  due  to  Oi«l 
Britain,  and  amounting  to  ona  mil- 
lion aeven  hundred  and  aeTODty-al 
thouaand  dollara,  have  also  b«a 
discharged  during  the  ai 


«ilW» 
oeen  eenMoty  mu,  k  was  rouao  bi|»»  *W^^^ 
Louden,  in  amfetmi^  with  Oe  aathNitjrMI 
act  (^theSdarMar«h,I80SiaBdlbt<fMM" 
eOactad  at  par,  by  the  Bank  d  A*  Eadda^ 
It  appears  1^  tbe  sane  atataaeot  D, 
(hat  the  paynenta  on  aeconntirf'Ae 
public  debt,  from  the  W.^«il.  IMl, 
to  the  30th  Septambai.  ISO&,  bar*    ,^.i. 
amounted  to  •l!»Mriie,O0O^   -    "^W"" 
During  the  aane  period  th«e  ba*e 
been  paid  to  Great  Britain,  ia  Mtif 


wbidi  the  United  Siateeai^thaM 


le  novinons  of  the  Bih  artide  fX 
«Trea^afl7M 
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Efridencea  of  PubUe  Debt. 


TbebaluiM  in  th«Tt«Miii7  uDoantad, 

on  the    Ut  d»7  of  April,  1801,  to 

•l,TM,On  Bft 

And  on  As  SOIh  a>y  of 

Septuutwr,  1806,  to    4,67B,SH  87 

UMag  an  iamu*  of    S,7ftl^I  76 
Fiom  which,  dodactiDg 

tlio  proceed*  of  the 

mIm    of    tlia    Bank 

■fauw       ...  1^7,100  00 


HAing,  in  the  irhole,  k  difierecce  of 
more  thin  twentjr-two  mitlioni  of 
doHan  in  favoi  of  the  United  Stalee, 
dnrinf  that  period  of  Ibnr  jev  tnd 


In  order  to  giTC  •  more  general  end  eonciu  rie 
the  receipta  and  eipenditarei  of  the  United  St 
during  tlie  four  jean,  conmendng  on  the  lit  day  of 
April,  1801,  and  ending  on  the  Slit  dajof  Mardi, 
IW>&,  than  can  be  derived  from  the  annaal  printed  ac- 
coonta,  a  alaleiBMil^  marked  H,  and  Mraral  eiplana- 
torj  alataiaent^  marked  H  1,  to  H  S,  ham  bean  added 
to  thoae  which  UMiallj  accompany  thia  report 

Trom  Ihoaeit  appatn,  that  ammof  A^mUHoneaix: 
hundred  and  «ii^-oBTeD  ihonaand  fcm  hundred  and 
■iz^'-aaTeD  doUata  and  bnr  canti,  baa  been  paid  into 
dw  TiMeni;  daiioK  that  peiiod,  via : 
From  duliee  on  tonnage,  and  on  the 

impoilatioii  of  fixeign  merdiutdiee  945,174,837  31 
From    all  other  eoDrcea,    (inelnding 
$1,596,171  43  canti,  aiiuiK  from 
the  aaleaof  Bankahareaaad  of  pub- 
lic YoeMb) a,499,6SS  88 


M,eST,4S7  H 


And  that  the  expenditure*,  daring  the  mma  period, 
have  amounted  to  forty  nine  million*  rix  hundred  and 
nxtj  five  thooHud  five  hondred  and  ti*snl)''ee*en  dot 
tare  and  fifty.*!!  centa,  which  hate  been  dwboned  br 
the  following  porpoee* : 

I,  L«aa  tluu  one.thitd  of  the  wbde  has  been  inffi- 
dent  to  defray  all  the  current  expeneea  of  the  United 
Statee,  via: 
For  the  oM)  tiat,  and  all  domeatiu  ex- 

psnaee  of  a  oivS  na. 


ture           -        -        -  3,78e,U4  7» 

For  the  militaTT  eatah- 
lidmwnt  and  Indian 

For  &■  nan]  etlabliah- 

moDt        -        -        -  4,84«,BS6  It 

For  the  aipenaei  attend- 

ing   inteicotuee  with 

foreign  nationa          .  1.071,487  84 

14,IW,380  Ot 

the  intereit  on  the  pnbUe  dri.t,  ni : 

16,978,700  W 

nroper  to  ohaerTe.  that  a  part  of  that 

paid  on  •ccoont  of  the  inlerMl  on  the 

deferred  itoek,  a  charge  which  com- 
menced only  in  the  year  IBOl.andwaa, 
•k_G_   ~   additMD   to  the  annual 


ram  wanted  before  Aat  year,  for  the 
payment  of  intereet  on  the  pnUie  debt 

S.  More  than  one-third,  and  which 
may  b«  eonaideted  la  the  nuploa  re^ 
uue  of  the  United  Stalaa,  daring  that 
period,  haa  been  t^Iird  toward  the  re. 
mtbnraament  and  oitingniahment  of 
the  debt,  rii : 
On  acerant  of  tte  principal  of  the  pnb. 

Ucdabt  pnipctr    .    916,317,001  W 
In  payment  of  debt* 


qr  of  April, 


tbelrtdMTol 

1801,  and    i    

under  the  Britidi 
Trea^  and  under 
the  French  C!cn> 
Tontion  of  the  80th 
September,  1800  V      3,9SS,TSS  6S 


»4B,868,5»7  W 


nfldently  etident,  Oat,  while  ane-thfrd  of  the 
>1  manoe  ia  necaaeaiily  aboDibed  1^  the  p^w 
( intereet,  a  peaaenring  ap]dkation  of  the  ro- 
~  >d  by  >*Mona  <rf  peace  and  ptoeperi^,  to 
,  <rf  the  principal,  in  the  mennet  dineted 
I7  the  LeaMlatnra,  i*  the  oaij  effectual  mode  by  which 
the  United  Suta*  can  ultimatelj  obtain  the  loU  com- 
mand of  their  rerenne,  and  the  free  diapoaal  of  all  their 
reeoorcM.  Etoit  yoar  producea  a  diminution  of  interert, 
and  a  postire  tncreiM  of  reveDua.  Four  yean  more 
will  beiUffici*nttadla^i«rge,(inkdditi«ilotbeunaal 
refmbnnementa  on  the  6  per  cent,  and  daforred  atodaj 
die  remainder  »( the  Dntdt  dAt,  and  the  whole  of  the 
eight  per  oent^  Navy  iii  per  cenL,  fire  and  a  half  par 
oen^  and  four  and  a  half  pv  cenL  alodca.  Ai  Uie 
poition  of  the  pabUe  debt  which  ahaU  then  remain  na- 
paid,  wiUoMUMt  of  the  aii  per  oent.  deftiied,  and  Lon- 
luaie  rtoeka,  neither  of  wluch  can  be  refanbwraed,  as- 
oept  at  the  perioda,  and  in  Iba  pr^ortiaiw  iMd  bj  een- 
ttaot,  and  it  the  three  per  cent,  itock,  «4ich  ila  low 
rata  of  intereet  wiU  render  it  ineligible  to  diaidiarge  at 
it*  nominal  Talna,  the  rapidity  of  Ae  reduction  ^  the 
debt,  b^ond  the  annual  reimbiinemenl*  permitted  by 
the  contract*,  will,  after  the  year  1800,  d^tend  on  the 
price  at  whidi  ptirchaeee  may  be  eflected.  And.dwnild 
circnnutancea  render  it  eligible,  a  eonriderable  portioD 


then,  in  coufoimi^  with  aziating  pi 


All  which  M  rai^eetfiiUv 

ALBEET  GALLATIN, 
Stattary  of  tht  '. 
Tuianr  DavrnKxar,  Dte,  B,  180S. 


EVIDENCES  OP  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

[Communicated  to  the  Honae,  Dec  28,  ISOS.] 

TaBABURT  Dbpastkbht,  Dec  28, 1805. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  (he  copy  of 

the  extract  of  &  letter  pointing  out  ceruia  abate*, 

which  are  said  to  ariao  from  the  operation  of  tb« 
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law  auihorizing  ttie  rceeipt  of  eTidcncei  of  the 
public  debt,  ia  pay laeDl  for  the  l)ui(U  of  tlw  Uni- 
ted Butes,  pasMd  oa  ih«  3d  day  of  March,  ■eian- 
teen  hundred  and  amety-«eTM- 

Altboagh  the  letter  hariag;  b«en  raetirad  only 
B  fev  days  uo,  it  has  noi  yet  beM  asMitaiQed 
whethei  the  facti  alluded  to  are,  in  this  iniimiiee, 
truly  suted,  there  Ei  no  doubt  that  luclt  abtuet 
mar  take  place,  md  that,  whilst  the  livr  contiaa«* 
in  force,  it  will  be  difficiilt  to  preTeot  tbem. 

Indeed,  it  cannot  b«  doubled  thst,  with  vaiy 
few  excepiiona,  the  Uw  ii  of  do  utility  to  aetnal 
pnrehaMr*.  So  far  a*  relates  to  the  iWuclioo  of 
the  public  debt,  the  act  is  a»ele«f,Rnc«tbeanBital 
appropriation  of  eight  milliont  of  dollan  bat  been 
made ;  and  it  may,  on  the  contrary,  by  creflliog  a 
competition  in  tne  market,  im^e  the  ohject 
irhenerer  it  should  be  thought  proper  to  appry  a 
Mrt  of  the  appropriation  to  parcbaies  of  the  debL 
Tbthia  may  ba  added,  tbuiKe  uncertainty  result- 
ing from  the  proTision  of  the  pavmeats  in  specie, 
which  might  otherwise  be  reliea  upon,  deranges 
the  geoerai  operation!  of  the  Treasary. 

I  also  bag  leare  lo  observe,  that,  by  the  act  of 
the  8th  «(  Ua/,  1793,  and  all  the  aubMqnent  nets 
coQtaio  a  eimiUr  prorisioB,  the  CammiMionera  of 
the  Sinking  Fond  aK  autboiiKed  to  punthnee  the 
debt  of  the  United  Sintee  at  its  mnrkci  priea,  if 
not  exceeding  the  par  or  trae  raloe  tlMMof. 

ThiR  last  limitation  does  not  seem  sufflcienilT 
explicit;  but  the  constraction  heretofore  adoptea, 
and  which  will  be,  of  course,  adhered  to,  unless 
altered  by  an  eiplanalory  act,  is,  that,  by  true 
value,  is  meant  the  nominal  value  or  amount  of 
the  stock.  Il  foUowa,  that,  on  the  one  haod,  the 
Conmisiioaers  may  give  one  hundred  dollars  foi 
aiery  nonunal  hundred  dollan  of  the  three  per 
oent.  Block,  provided  they  sbaU  not  give  more 
than  Um  maikel  [Viae;  whilst,  on  the  other  ha^d, 
dtey  ate,  in  fkct,  preeladed  from  Baking  any 

CehaMa  of  the  eight  par  cent,  atoak,  aa  its  ma»- 
mnsl  nuMiarily  exoead  its  nomiital  nlaa^ 

Permit  me,  therefbie,  retpectfolly  to  snbmil  the 
pit^riety  of  filing,  absolutely,  by  law,  the  price 
which  the  Commissioners  may  give  for  stock. 
That  for  the  six  and  deferred  stock  may  remain 
as  it  now  stands,  that  is  to  say,  not  to  exceed  the 
nominal  value  of  its  unredeemed  amount;  the 
limitation  ia  relation  to  the  three  per  cent,  stock 
nay  ba  easily  fixed,  at  any  rate  which  CoogrcM 
may  thiok  proper. 

That  for  the  eight  per  cent,  stock  1*  more  dif- 
ficnlt  to  fix,  becatise  its  sinks,  every  quarter,  in 
valoe,  and  will  eontinne  so  till  the  first  day  of 
January,  1B09,  when  il  beoomea  redeemable,  sod 
therefore,  equal  to  its  nominil  value.  It  may,  in 
the  mean  wnile,  be  eoosidered  ai  consisting,  first, 
of  a  six  per  cent,  stock,  payable  at  the  time  above- 
mentioned,  and  worth  par;  secondly,  of  an  annuity 
of  two  pet  cent,  a  year,  (or  rather  at  the  rate  of 
half  per  cent,  quarterly)  which  will  cease,  also, 
on  the  first  of  Jaauary,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred, and  when  the  stock  will  be  paid  o€. 

The  annexed  table  shows  the  true  value  of  the 


stock,  calculated  on  that  piiociDle,ud  ntn. 
position  that  a  siipet  cenL  itoct  iiiipu.Erw 
first  day  ol  every  quartet  from  the  lit  of  Jam 
180^  to  the  1st  of  January,  laOS.  It  bm,W 
ever,  be  obserrad,  that,  iron  tht  £m  lq,i 
within  fourteen  days  of  the  end  of  ciciqiitn, 
the  stock  will  nrognasalinleinniiitwikHi 
of  receiving  tne  dividend  Mnatkn.  Baa 
that  aeeouDt.  and  beeanie  lie  miMlDBJiik 
{vices  of  stock  do  not  ascend  WHMhniMHtte- 
tions  as  are  exhibited  ia  the  taU«,il  mjikHn 
simple  to  fix  the  limitation  bytkiinniDni 
of  the  two  per  eeot.  annuity  vblefipir,it[b 
time,  be  still  denundaUe,withotiimikii{ mi  de- 
duction for  the  disconnt  Ths  KnmuKtsai 
would,  on  that  principle,  be  anthoritei  idiIteh 
more  that  106  per  cent,  during  the  fn<  {uiie 
of  the  year  1806,  no  more  than  IKiiiitrcnili- 


per  cent  each  quarter, » 
than  1001  per  cent,  during  the  luffBitarfilic  I 
year  1S08,  and  paying  at  par, iHonlfDg  U (»  | 
tract,  the  tBsidue  of  the  unpnrehwil'inciM''  ' 
the  1st  of  January,  1809.  That  w  lw".«i"  I 
limitations,  in  tbe  powers  of  the  ewnwunw  | 
to  purchase  stock,  which  may  regain  tot  m"- 
fication*.  By  thefir*t,nopiiithiMta^iuK 
except  during  the  first  thirty  fajFiotoflqiBna 
—a  provision,  tha  object  ofwkuebl  euMPf  , 
ceivej  aa  the  aitaation  of  the  TnsMrui  w  I 
prictofsiookinar  af)enrenderaaoibtian«^  I 
ble.  The  other  dkeeti  Ik*  pawkfi*"** 
by  a  known  agent,  and  by  opo  pmiia,*  fl  | 
receiving  sealed  proposals)  ud"*'^'''^  I 
be  more  eligible  for  the  commtaWnWnMM 
to  make  the  purchase  in  thaiin^,tawMii«<D 
prevent  any  improper  impnianos •'"'''¥!' 
their  conduct,  il  is  not  less  true ihUitajW" 
must  Deceiunly  raise  the  price  of  w*)""  I"*" 
vent  any  purchases  onfavor^teK 

Although  there  are  yet  coniitewM*' " 
the  public  debt  which  may  be  r«ii»ta«'»)^Pr 
chases  may,  however, be  fopo4iiiJK<«"['r; 
cumstaoces,  more  aavantageoni  U>,'^^ 
States,!  have  thought  it  my  diiljiol»L''*"'j 
Mtvations  before  we  Comtniitee  « jjM 
Means.  ButIbeg,atthei8me,tiiBeUK»T| 
in  expressing  my  opinion,  tbat  •""r'^ 
which  acts  by  parohasai«beU«i«leBW»r' 
the  prices  of  stock,  and  as  ancagiBelDU"'"^ 
and  an  increaaa  of  dabt,  than  tot  tl"!^^ 
redeeming  tt  on  reasonable  ttnas.  }^ft^ 
nature  oAhe  existing  specie*  of  rt^^T,^ 
a  powerful,  perhaps  insnpetablB  <''**jj 
whole  redemption,  within  tbe  lias  ^""'''^ 
by  the  Legislature,  I  intend,  in  a  m'*'!?*!^ 
munication,  to  snbmit  lo  the  ^^^^^^\.Ak 
committee,  a  plan  for  the  conrenioii  «« 
six  deferred  and  three  per  cent  »to«b  »«»» 
per  cent,  stock,  which  may  betedeemedW"* 
expected  period. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac.  ,,  ,.,f 

AliERT  GALUTS 
To  the  Hon.  John  Randolph, 

CAutrmon  of  the  Ommiibt 

</  Wa^  and  Mtau. 
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mSTORt  OF  CONGKESS. 


An  ntiaimte  vMiMaK  A»  trse  T^oe  of  one  honAred 
doUua  fli^t  pn  oMit.  Awk,  radesniBUe  after  the 
yeu  ie08,  on  tho  nppiwtioM  of  (ii  pat  eaitt  •tock 
being  at  pw,  for  tbe  Bnt  da;  of  aadi  qaaMer,  ftom 
Ac  Itt  Juuuy,  18»t,  to  the  lat  Jumr,  ISOiL 


In  llie  jear  of  1804,  Janauy  t 

In  the  jear  of  1807,  Janouy  1     - 

In  the  year  of  1806,  January  1     - 

In  the  jear  of  1900,  Jannary  I     - 

In  the  year  af  IMS,  April  1 

In  the  year  of  1907,  A|rf  !         -      ,  - 

In  the  year  at  1808,  Apifl  1 

In  the  year  of  ISOe,  April  1. 

la  the  year  of  IBM,  July  I  - 

In  the  year  of  1807,  Jnl^  I  - 

In  the  ynr  of  1808,  Jul;  1  • 

In  the  year  of  18M,J«ly  l> 

In  the  year  of  1806,  October  1     - 

In  the  year  of  180T,  OeWb«r  1     -      ' ' 

In  the  year  of  IS08,  Oetobef  1     - 

In  the  year  of  1809,  October  1. 

Extract  of  •  letter,  ttc 
"  The  clerks  in  thai  office  mr< 
they   call   the   atotk   tMisineuL 


-  fIflS  46 

•  109   74 

-  101  93 

-  lOB  00 

•  106  04 
■  103  SO 

-  101  46- 

•  ItH  01 

-  IDS  8fi 

-  100  BB 


engaged  ii 

They  get 

iferred,  in    paynont  for  the  lanas,   of 


what 
get  stock 


people  w  will  pay  tbem  their  moiiey  without  ta' 
king  an  office  receipt.  Now,  tlie  grievaoce  thai 
I  would  complaiii  <tf  )*,  tkai  ix  ii  almoet  impossi- 
ble  to  get  UutMaa  doM  in  tbat-ofiice)  aaku  the 
person  applyinf  will  cooanrt  to  let  thera  have 
their  mone*  that  (he^  may  ]iay,  in  stock.  Aa  for 
my  part,  I  had  nifaer  do  my  own  buimesa.  Wken 
a  man  goes  iMo  the  office,  ene  of  lk«  rivriuid- 
drCEses  him,  thml  he  caDniK  have  his  bastfleas 
done,  nnless  be-  walla  two  or  three  days;  and  re- 
commeudB  to  him  to  leaTe  his  monev  with  ano- 
ther one,  wfiich  I  enppose  to  be  a  elerr  also,  who 
offers  to  do  the  biuiness  for  him,  provided  he  will 
let  him  traosfer  stock  for  his  payment;  atid  thus 
they  worry  many  people  out  ol  their  money.  As 
to  this  stock  business,  I  know  nothing  about  itj 
aad  as  it  ia  no  advantage  to  me,  I  had  rather  pay 
my  moaej  and  get  my  receipt,  without  fartner 
tiouble." 


eofKiNa  PDH9. 


•  SbsaM,  Fab.S,lBefc] 
The  Commisaionen  of  the '  fiiaking  VvaA  re- 
spectfully repoti  to  CoDgres*  as  followi: 

That  uie  m«asares  which  have  been  authorized 
by  the  Board,  subsequent  to  their  report  of  5th  of 
February,  1805^  so  far  as  the  same  hare  been  com- 
pleted, are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of  (he  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  this  Board^  dated  the 
fourtn  day  of  the  presaDt  month,  and  in  the  state- 
ments therein  referrea  to,  which  are  herewith 
transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  part  of 
this  rep«rt. 

O.  CLINTON.  Pnmdeitttfaeatnata. 
J.  MARSHALL,  CSuefJntiee. 
JAMES  l/lADl801i,aeerttarvof  State. 
A.  OALLATIN.  Seattary  of  lYeaiurv. 
J.  BRECKfiNRIDQE,  Attorney  Gan'raL 
WA8aiN»T0H,  Feb.  6, 1806. 
9th  Coir.— 37 


Commiuioncrs  of  itre  flinkit^  F 

That  the  balance  Temaining  unexpended  ct  the  (low 
of  llie  year  1803,  and  Bpplicabte  to  payments  falling 
due  after  th^  year,  trbich  balance,  as  appears  by 
the  statement  B,  annexed  to  the  last  annual  rej>or^ 
amounted  to  one  million  tbree  hundred  and  fortj- 
nins  thonwud  one  hundred  and  thiity-ab  doUaia 
and  fifty  one  cents  .        -        .        .  tl,84S,13e  SI 

Ta<Mher  with  the  ditburMments  made 
dUiltiK  Oie  year  1804  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury, on  account  of  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  public  debt,  nhich  dis- 
bnnements,  ai  appears  by  Ae  state- 
ment C,  annexed  to  the  last  snnnaj 
report,  amounted  to  eight  millions  two 
hundred  and  fifty-nine  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ^rty-five  dollars  and 
fifty-five  cents  ....    nfi5Sfi4IB  U 

And  with  a  fiirtlieT  aum  aridiig  from 
noflt  on  the  remittances  from  Amer- 
ica to  Europe,  purchased  in  the  year 


nual  report,  amounted  to  ibrty-Gve 
AouMDd  tbrtf-ulne  dollars  and  twen- 
ty-five eenta 45,M*  9S 

And  aaioontiog,  abogedier,  to  nine  mfl- 
lions  ax  handred  andfifty-foor  (hon- 
sand  and  tbirty-oue  dollars  and  thirty- 


Have  I>een  aeconnted  for  in  &e  fallowing  mannar.vii: 
1.  There  was  repaid  into  the ,  Treasury,  during  the 

year  180^  on  account  of  the  principal  of  protested 

bills,  and  of  adiunces  made  to  Commissioners  of 

Loans,  as  appears  by  the  statement  E,  annexed  to 

the  Isst  annual  report,  a  snm  of  one  hundred  and 

twenty-one  thousand,  four  hundred  and  Ibrty-eix 

dollars  uid  £ft;-one  cants         -        -    9121,448  61 
I.  The  sums  actually  applied,  during 

the  same  year,  to  the  payment  of  the 

prineipal  and  Merest  of  tbe  pafaUe 

debt,  as  sMMtatoad  by  aMottMs  mf 

dated  to  lbs  Tnamry  Depaitmniv 

amomit,  sa  Win  «f  pear  by  Ihe  atat*- 

ment  A,  ta  acmu  ^liotii  two  hmt- 
'  dnd  andflftaen  IhonsaMd  nx  handred 

and  nins  didlsnt  and  tatf-^  «m4s; 

1st.  Paid  in  reirabaraement  of  fta 

principal  aflbedsM     -  a,S07,G87  OS 

Sd.  Psidoi 


ft  Tbekalawere 
at  thecloBsoftbejear  I8a4,aadap- 
plicaUe  to  payBMnls  fiUUng  due  sfiar 
that  year,  ascertained  by  aooooati  ran- 
dered  to  the  TreMBiy  DepartmsDt, 
smonuted,  as  wiU  ^tpaar  by  Ibealala- 
ment  B,  to  two  millions  three  hun- 
dred and  sixtaen  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  dt)UaMandtsar> 
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Tlut,  iaiiag  the  jcu  IBOB,  the  faOamag 
mrata  yrtn  mrnds  out  of  like  TtttMKtj,  on  ui 
of  the  principal  *M  intereil  of  the  puUic  dsbt: 

I.  On  account  of  the  reunbunement  tni  inlarirt  of 
tha  Oomeatic  debt     ■        -        .        -  94,&e3,B60  M 

S.  On  iccount  of  doDCatJc  lotni,  ob- 
tained from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
8tat«a,  vix:  on  account  of  the  princi' 
-  700,000  00 
itafUMiutetMt    00,170  IS 


Onae 


7H,17D  IS 
8,001  71 


9.  On  aeeoont  of  the  domeatic  nnfbnd- 

•ddri>t 

4.  On  Kconnt  of  the  principal  and  in- 

lemt  of  the  foreign  debt,  and  of  the 

iuMreat  on  the  Loiuaiana  itodt  -    1,980,318  70 


Ainoaiiliiif,  altogether,  a>  iriU  appeal 
bj  (ha  uueied  li*t  of  wuruita,  C, 
to  aeTCD  miUioiw  thne  hnodrod  and 
nrentr-eight  ibonnnd  fin  hundred 
and  HUM  doUan  and  Mren  centa 


7,3«8,809  07 


Wfcicb  dirixuMiaeiita  wen  nude  out  oi  the  fcOoiiiBg 

fiinda,  Tii : 
1.  From  the  flind  conidtatin^  the  ■T'T'iifl  ttpfnfti^ 
tiaa  of  eight  millioaa  of  doUan,  Iot  the  jear  1800, 
m:  ftom  the  fund  ariang  fton  interat  on  the  debt 
tranilettsd  to  the  Commianonen  of  the  ^ii^JTg 
Fund,  ■■  par  accoont  I  •  711,7S7  U 
From  the  (nnda  ariung 

fiom  the  ialea  of  public 

bn^bdng  the  amoimt 

of  noneya  paid  into  iha 

TVeaaaiT  from  lat  July, 

1804,  to  the  90th  Jmne, 

1800,  IB  par  acooont  K     BOS^i  63 
nom  tiw  proceed!  of  dn- 

«_  _^  good*,  wana. 


n  of  •7,170,008  41,  ti 


year  1S04,  on  Mconnt  of  Ibe  appn^ 
niatioa  Sot  the  yaar  1B06,  anotinl- 
tug,  *«  an>an>  bj  Ike  Uat  ■nuoal 

Xrt,  to  9S3B,H1  00,  make*,  in  the 
le,  the  anonal  i^pr^triatiaa,  Iw 
Ute  jaar  1806,  of      •        98,000,000 


%.  From  Ote  pMceeda  of  dniiea  on  gooda, 
warai,  and  merchandiaa,  impoitad,  and 
on  the  tonnage  of  ahip*  or  Taaaali,  ad- 
Tanoed  in  part,  end  on  aeeovnt  of  the 
annual  appropiiatjcM  far  the  jear  I8D0 

<■  Fna  npajnmita  in  the  T 


I  I^aamiT,  M 
poidiaaed  At 


providing  fct  Oe  Aiagn  d^  and  of 
•drancaa  nada  to  ConuniarioneB  of 
Loaaa,  aa  will  appear  ^  tha  atatatniai 
E,  ni:  Repayment  of  the  pnrchaaa 
■Bonej  and  adraneea  -  •  86,708  01 
Damuea  abd  intaiaat  recor- 

««d       ....  t0,781  SO 


for  the  feraign  dritt,  bting  ttx  laoiml 
paid  at  the  Tieaaorj,  during  the  jm 
1805,  tor  that  object,-u  will  appeu  hj 
the  atataiMM  C          -        -       -      -     SMU 
That    the    aboTa-mantknied   ^ibuiw- 
menta,  together  with  the  abon-ititBd 
balance  of  doUan   -        -       -      -Wli^H 
Which  remained  mteipended  d  flu 
cltMC  of  the  jaar  1801,  and  irilh  i 
further  anm  arising  from  profit «  re- 
mittance* from  America  ta  Eanfa, 
purchaied    in    the    jear    ISOS,  ui 
amoon  ting,  aa  will  appear  bf  Am  Mit» 
mentD,  to UTJDI 

And  ainonntiag,altag>theT,toiiiMi^ 
liolia  aaren  hundred  and  liity-ln 
'thooiBUdaz  hundred  and  twntj-ou 
doUanandawrantjMhneoeati      ■I,!'""" 

Will  be  aeeonnted  Ibr  in  the  nait  nini  i^i 
eonibtmi^  with  the  acconnta  irhith  dil  iba  hn 
been  rendered  to  tho  Treaniij  Defwatii.  Tluii 
the  mean  while,  the  naoner  m  whicli  ikaii  no !» 
been  applied  ia  eatimated  aa  IbliMn : 
1.  Hie  repajmenta  into  the  Tmwj.n  ■no"' 
prindpd,  haxe,  during  the  jni  m.amim.ii 
^Iha  aboTo-mantiotted  (tUaDa>lE.uM7(i)<> 
8.  The  anma  aeUtaUj  applied,  dmiaf  Ik 
yaat  1800,  to  the  p^mentof  Aa  (rMr 
pal  and  inlenat  of  (he  public deH<» 
•atlmatada*  lbllDwa,vit:  U(.  Pud  i> 
taiMbwaaMant  of  the  prinnfal  tS  bi 
pnUiadebt     -        .        ■  Sfitijnn 
Sd..  Paid  on  aeoonnt  of  in- 
tareet  and  chanai  on 

Aa  will  appear  by  the  ertimatt  F. 
8.  The  balance  remaining  uneipiaM  '^ 
the  cloea  of  the  year  1806,  ad  ani» 
Ua  to  pajmeuta  Uling  due  •*•**.„„,« 
year,  ia  eatimated,  u  per  ealimala  G,  tt  ^^iJ 

That  no  puKhaaee  of  tha  JkMc  «*  ^^ 
made  nnee  the  data  of  tho  laat  lepah  ta  CMin^    . 

And  that  the  itatemeM  H.  nbiliti  <^/rf?: 
Modi  tnniferred  to  the  CoomiMiiiMniil"'"^ 
Fund,  in  tmat  «w  the  United  8t««- "ff ' \iM 
ceariNt,  1806,  indnding  the  BVB  eflH^  ^ 
Iha  aggr^nia  of  (he  aererd  q-aciei  "  ^Ll 
fenad  in  the  year  1806,  in  pajmeol  fct  !«*"* 

All  whidi  ia  reapectAJI;  nriunitlei 

ALBERT  OALWTW, 

THianar  DtFHTnn,  FA-  *,  18(* 


SPAIN. 

(CmuBUuicalad  December  10,  IW.] 


The  enclosed  documents  reining  W''^,,, 
aage  of  the  6lh  iMttnt,  not  being  '»«[,*«. 
Ate,  I  ihoinKht  It  better  not  10  detain  IK"?';; 
but  to  GommtiQicite  (be*  l«P«w  ^l"*^ 
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Seiations  igUhSpaiit, 


npplemealBTr  to  thoae  then  mbL    They  are  Dot 
of  a  Datnre  to  be  deemed  coDGdeoiial, 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
Decbmbeb  10,  1805. 

Silnct  of  &  lettn  from  Chulea  Pinckney,  En).,  "tilin- 
ialei  It  Mwliid,  to  the  Secietu;  of  State  dated 
AnoDBT,  1805. 

I  bare  written  to  ^ od  Utelj  very  often,  iufarin- 
ing  f  oa  of  the  Spaniard*  being  now  in  the  habit 
of^eaptaring  oar  vcMeli  ms  much  «■  doting  the 
last  war.  The  following  is  the  iiat  tMosmitted  to 
me  of  American  vesMls'iakea  by  the  Spaniard!, 
aod  sent  into  Algezirai  for  adjudication,  aince  my 
last  to  you: 

Brigantine  Ann  Inbel,  of  Virginia,  Williams, 
master;  brigKotine  Verenes,  Pisa  ;  brigantine  Di- 
do, ShuL  master,  from  Marblebead  ;  ship  Mary, 
Robert  Sterenion ;  ship  Eagle,  Nehemech  Sha- 
ler,  laat  from  Liverpool ;  brigantine  Jefferson, 
Bimon  Buhmond ;  brigantine  Polly  and  Naacy. 
of  Baltimore,  John  Croao;  schooner  Molengue, 
John  Waterman,  of' New  York;  achooner  Lef- 
fen,  William  Maret,  of  Viiginia;  brigau line  Di- 
ana, Sylrester  Simmons,  of  V  ~  " 


Simmons,  of  New  Haven. 


SBmMBaB  S3, 1805. 
Ur  last  informed  yon  I  voa  still  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  remaining  bete  nniil  the  SSd  Oeiober, 
on  aeconitl  of  all  the  mule«  being  embargoed  for 
the  King's  serrice  uatil  that  day,  lo  that  I  could 
not  before  go  to  the  Sitio  to  take  leare;  that  I 
bad  stilt  been  without  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Mr. 
ErTin^,  or  Mr.Bowdoin;  and, that  not  being  able 
to  wait  for  them  any  longer,  I  should,  when  I 
went  away.  leave  Mr.  Young  charged  with  our 
affair^  until  they,  or  one  of  them  came;  that,  du- 
ring this  time,  and  constantly,  I  hare  been  busily 
employed  with  this  Court  in  eitdearoring  to  ar- 
rest the  numerous  depredations  of  their  priva- 
teers on  our  commerce,  and  their  condemnations  of 
our  vessels,  and  that  to  do  this  my  exertions  have 
not  only  been  unceasmg,  but  more  than  twenty 
letters  nave  passed  between  Mr.  Cevallos  and 
myself  on  the  subject.  I  hare  now  the  pleasure 
to  send  you  the  result  by  enclosing  the  copy  of  a 
letter  which  1  hare  just  received  from  Cadiz, 
and  which  I  have  received  iasnch  an  unquestion- 
able shape  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  its  autheaticiiy. 
By  this  It  appears  my  exertions  hare  been  eSee- 
tuaE,  and  will  probably  prevent  captotes  on  that 
ground. 


St.  Ildefonso,  Seja.  3,  1805. 
Sir  :  The  Minister  of  the  United  Staiea,  com- 
plaining  of  new  injuries  and  captures  of  Ameri- 
can Teasels  by  Spanish  cruiierBj  ha*  given  iafor- 
mation  of  the  ourying  to  Algezitaa  of  eleven  vea- 


sela  of  his  nation,  nnder  pretext,  as  he  says  of 
their  carrying  English  merchandise.  The  King, 
being  made  acquainted  with  it,  has  been  pleased 
to  determiae,  that,  if  there  be  no  other  <?ause  for 
the  capture  of  these  vessels  than  that  alleged  by 


ty  with  the  United  States,  "the  American  flag 
secures  the  freedom  of  the  merchandises,  although 
they  may  be  enemy's  properly,"  But  if  the  cause 
of  tlie  detention  be  any  other,  His  Majesty  requires 
that  they  be  decided  in  due  course,  and  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible.  I  communicate  it  to  yoa 
by  the  Ro^at  order,  in  order ,  that  you  may  com- 
municate It  to  the  Qeneials  of  the  Departments 
of  Marine,  in  order  that  they  may  make  it  known 
to  the  commandants  of  marine  in  every  district, 
and  to  the  owners  of  priraieers,  iDforming  them 
that  they  will  be  responsible  for  the  Injuries  they 
may  o '- 


Extract  of  a  leltw  tnm  JMish  Blakety,  E«q-,  Consn]  of 

the  United  Butes  at  Bt  Jsgo,  in  Caba,  to  the  8ee- 

retaiy  of  State,  dated 

JnHH  7,  IB06. 

The  brig  Trio,  of  New  York,  from  Liverpool  for 
New  Orleans,  cargo  dry  goods,  has  been  wholly 
unloaded,  and  is  cow  offered  for  sale.  After  taking 
all  the  dry  goods  out  of  the  ship  Oorernor  Strong, 
of  Alexandria,  Clark,  master,  her  captors  hare 
returned  her  to  the  captain. 

Since  the  last  evacuation  of  Hispaniola,  more 
than  one  thousand  American  sesmeo  have  been 
lauded  in  this  port,  most  of  (hem  without  clothes^ 
and  all  wiihontany  possible  meaas  of  support  bat 
such  as  they  receive  from  their  own  Qoremment. 


Bxfnet  from  the  aasM  to  the  aane,  dated 

Jqlt  1,  ISOSl 
The  »eeae  of  robberv,  destruction,  erasioo,  per- 
jury, cruelty,  and  insult,  lo  which  the  Americana 
ipltnred  by  the  French  pirates,  and  broDsht  into 
lis  aad  the  adjacent  ports,  have  been  soDJeoted, 
perhaps  has  not  been  equalled  in  a  century  past. 
[Here  follows  a  list  of  nineteen  captared  vea- 
aeU,  with  their  cargoes.] 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  John  Btinson,  Ccm- 
mandscof  thsshipHiuitreB,  to  the  Secretary  irf  the 

London,  Atigtut  20, 1809. 

Sii :  On  my  arrival  at  Liverpool  I  wrote,  for 
the  information  of  OovernmeDC,  giving  a  state- 
ment of  the  capture  of  the  ship  Huntress,  laden 
with  Government  stores.  On  my  arrival  here  Mr. 
Lyman  informing  me  be  had  not  written,  induced 
me  to  forward  this,  lesi  the  firni  should  miscarry. 

On  June  the  first,  latitude  36°  30'  north,  loofi- 
tude  74°  W,  I  was  brought  to  by  a  Spanish 
schooner  privateer  called  La  Maria,  commanded 
by  Antonio  Lobo  from  Porto  Rico.  The  reason 
Lobo  gave  for  deiaioiog  the  ship  was  her  being 
bound  for  a  British  port,  and  not  having  a  Span- 
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__...,  ,      d  saadiy  other 

_.  icles,  took  all  my  crew  ott  (iceptiog  the  eabia 
tnji  put  a  priscenuuler  aiid  elereii  Spaaiards  on 
board,  and  ordered  tlie  skip  for  Porto  Rico.  On 
June  9th,  in  Nghl  of  Bermadat,  w>i  retaken  bf 
two  English  ChiineauM ;  aflet  taking  the  Span- 
iard! out,  put  a  prizemaater  and  crew  on  board, 
tnd  ordered  the  inip  lor  Lirerpod,  where  the  ar- 
rived 16tb  nit.  nnch  damaged. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  four  verrhanible  inrsnl, 
J.  8TINS0N. 

Oopj  at  ■  letter  from  Uentcnanl  Joeeph  J.M«xw<tl 
ta  hb  ZaaMmcj  Oenetd  Cutwio,  AJgesrH. 
U.  B.  Ouhboat,  No.  3, 
HArnnoB  OF  Alobzihaj,  Jitm  15,  1805. 

Sir:  I  bare  the  hopor  to  acauaint  yontE len- 
iency thai  !  was  this  morniDg  Drought  to  bf  four 
armed  boat*  adder  Spanish  colors,  wbo^  after  ax- 
ercising  tbe  urmoei  insolence,  and  withont  as- 
■igainf  the  imaUeit  mioB,  eoHneted  ntB  to  tkli 
port 

The  order*  received  from  mjOonmncnl  were 
to  proceed  with  all  powible  despatcb  lo  tbe  com- 
mander  of  ihe  Arnvrioan  sqaadroD  in  the  Medi- 
terranean. The  terioui  consequences  attending 
this  QDWarrantable  deleDtion  muit  be  loo  obvious 
to  your  Eicellency  to  require  a  remark.  I  shall 
only  observe  that,  if  your  Cioverameat  authorizes 
indignities  of  this  nature,  to  ml  own  I  must  ap- 
peal for  redress.  I  am  sensible,  however,  this 
cannot  be  the  case,  and  persuade  myitelf  that  your 
Eicellencf  will  readily  redresi  the  insult  otfered 
tbe  AmericBD  flag  in  this  instance,  and  take 
,    measures  to  preveat  ■  repetition. 

Under  this  impression,  I  am,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

Km.  J.  HAXWSLL. 

Hit  EueUaiMy  Oenenl  CiaTAiiio. 


U.  8.  OtMBOAT  No.  3, 
Harbok  or  SviiAotisB,  Jtdtf  8.  1B05. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acquaint  yon  thmL  on  tne  morn- 
ing of  the  I5ih  June  fRM,  Othraltar  bearing  north- 
west di>Unt  two  leagues,  t  was  brought  to  hj 
font  Spanish  pinbaata,  who,  without  exMuiaiB^ 
R  paper,  or  assigniug  any  other  reason  than  that 


Municiaa  of  my  being  au  Bqglishman,  took  cba^ 
ana  conducted  me  into  Alscziras. 

It  I*  necessary  to  remark,  that  tuy  guns  were  at 
that  time  in  the  hold.  Immediately  on  my  ar- 
rival, I  stated,  officialLv^lfae  circumstance  to  the 
Qeneral  of  Marines,  which  I  also  enclose  for  you' 
peraaal.    Tbe  boat  was  instantly  discharged,  with 

*  Ma  bad  en  board,  beaidaa  du  DnNnaty  marine 
pVMra,  a  (peoal  pu^ort  from  tbe  Pntidsnl  of  the 
Untlad  BtetOT,  ndtini  tbe  natare  of  hsr  eatgo,  and  its 
dastinatioii  for  tbe  sappl;  of  tbe  Mediteiraiiean  aqoad- 
mi  of  tbe  United  Sutea.  the  bad  alao  tbe  pasniort* 
of  the  BataA  and  Fnndi  Hiuiatet& 


many  apologies,  and  offers  of  sappliei  mi  tat- 
ance,  should  1  stand  in  need  of  tBea.   ln» 

? nested  lo  wail  a  short  time  the  Qenenl'iiun. 
did  so  till  4  P.M.  Aporebeiuiie  lBi|hk 
detained  milch  longerjana  knowiDg  the  ingor^ 
auce  of  the  boRta  jointngyou  withoniibHal' 
est  delay,  I  weighed  without  it,  tod  lUoi  ns 
to  the  rock,  where,  for  tbe  Bnl  time  Hun  id 
separ«tion  on  the   15tb  May,  1  fbaad  ibt  Jiii 

1  skooM  bare  wniied  on  tbeOnenliJIfant 
petaoBRlty,  but  eould  not  proeare  j»t6ipi. 

I  proceeded  immediately  temouliigiqm 
and  sailed  from  QibrRltar  the  ISih  Jaw. 

I  have  tbe  bonot  to  be,  letpeetfullr,  it, ^ 
most  obedient  servant, 

i08.J.lUZWEU. 

Commodcre  RaDSsRa. 

CoiTsoLiTE  or  TBR  U.  B.,  Aland/CUi: 

I,  Henry  Hill,  jr.,  Consul  of  the  Piiiwl!»i 
for  the  said  island,''  residing  at  ttucii;^^"- 
na,  do  hereby  certify  that  tbe  docmnfflB  ifW" 
annexed,  marked  wiili  the  letten  AioQiirlii- 
sive,  and  stamped  with  my  CowoItmIw 
true  and  faithful  copies  of  Ih*  ofijiiiliW!" 
and  recorded  in  my  office,  bano;  bm  tf  ^ 
therewith  carefuUy  collated  and  '"'f''*^' 

In  teslimouy  whereof,  I  harewoiWor 
name  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  uffie*  "1 H"^ 
aforcMid,  the  9(hh  day  of  Aue:ui,  dm  thKW^   . 
eight  hundred  and  five,  in  tfce  Tcir^iktatt- 
patdenee  of  the  Uail«d  Sutettheiliiiti«ii 

A. 

C0KSTtL*TE  OP  THE  U.  S.,  Itboi^O^- 

By  Uiis  public  instrument  be  iibs«M"7 
whom  the  same  doth,  shall,  or  mil  w"^""'' 
on  tbe  day  of  the  date  bcreof,  b^«tWjt><V) 
Hill,  it.,  Consul  of  the  United  SulsilMw;" 
for  the  Island  of  Cuba,  resident  »l  H»ni*l»l 
sonally  came  and  appeared  ■ffill'^.TL", 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  mMiwot^'"* 
Ann,  and  Caleb  Cory,  mate  of  saii  H  ^  ^ 
ingMverally  sworn  m  the  HolyS««f^ 
Almighty  God,  did  solemnly  tlepwe  ui«T? 
that  being  at  the  port  of  Caraflis,»  "•Tf 
in  the  month  of  May  last,  where  IMJ.2W 
ing  said  vessel  with  a  cargo  for  iteO";"^ 
they  saw  lying  therean  AmecicsnMsW'^T 
the  Betsey,  of  New  Bedford,  Uken  Ij » *'?" 
nrivateef  called  the  Kntfene.  eoniBiM"  "1,3 


privateet  called  the  Eugene,  eoiB-.-—-.,j^ 
tain  Joseph  Dumas,  some  time  pf*""^'^  i 
into  port,  which  said  schooner  •""^Jjim 
consisting  of  about  seventy-sii  pnoeMw 
and  seven  or  eight  barrels  of  *og«r.     .^j, 

That,  during  their  suy  there,  th«r  l™^ 
saw  the  people  bclMgiaf  td  said  Ff'^.'frj 
out  the  cargo  of  tbe  aaiS  cRptntri  wk"*"  " 
oanying  it  on  shore  and  aelling  it-   .  ^^jj. 

ThattheaaidpriTBteersmeiulolkeirkW*^ 
took  out  the  whole  of  lie  said  "«^*Lrt 
carried  it  oa  abore,  wh«e  it  was  ««■  ^ 
wnaao  taken  oat  and  eanied  m  "^J^ 
d^,  wiihoM  any  Rff*""""  <«  "PP""^ 


Digitized  byGOOglC 


1161 


APPENDIX. 

StlaiitHU  vith  Spain. 


ntt 


the  officers  of  the  said  port  of  CirallM;  ibat,  af- 
ter tbe  u.id  piiTateerscneD  had  pluDdeced  the 
whole  of  the  caigo  aforesaid,  and  cakea  it  from 
the  said  ressel,  ahd  all  her  valuable  rigging  *ad 
sails,  tbay  tooE  the  said  Teasel  off  ihe  momh  of 
the  said  harbor  of  Carafiai  and  sunk  her. 

And  tbedspoaent,  William  Coiy,furtber  saith, 
that'  the  said  prirtleecsiaia  offered  to  sell  him 
lum  from  the  said  cargo  al  (birty  doUan  a  pun- 
cheon, which  this  depoDenl  refused  to  buy,  even 
at  that  low  price,  well  kooiriog  they  had  oo  title 
to  it,  and  that  in  them  to  dispose  of  it  was  loh- 
bery  and  piracy. 

That  he  was  informed  by  the  guard,  which 
was  oa  board  his  vessel,  that  said  piivaleersmeu 
had  bribed  the  princii»t  officer  oi  said  port,  by 
giving  him  four  punoheons  of  tam,  to  consent  to 
the  landing  and  sale  of  said  cargo;  and  further 
the  deponeot  taith  not. 

WILLIAM  CORY, 
CALEB  CORY. 

In  lestimony  whereof,  I  have  hetenoto  set  my 
band  and  affiled  my  eonsalar  seal  this  eiffhlh  day 
of  August  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  iDoasand 
'  ;ht  hundred  and  Sve,  and  of  the  independence 
the  United  States  the  thirtieth. 

HENRY  HILL,  Jr. 


71 


that 


CoMBULaTi  OF  THE  U.  S.,  Mand  of  Cuba. 

By  this  public  instrument  be  it  known  un 

whom  the  saiAe  shall,  doth,  or  may  conoeri, 

k  Henry  Hill,  jr.,  Cooiul  of  the  United  States  of 
merica  for  tba  island  of  Cuba,  resident  al  Ha-r 
vana,  do  hereby  ceitify,  that,  on  the  day  of  the 
date  hereof,  before  me  personalty  came  and  ap- 
peared Jacob  R.  Valk,  (ate  master,  and  Qeorge 
Allcock,late  male  of,  and  belonging  to,ihe  schoon- 
er Sea  Horse^  of  Charleston,  who,  on  their  sol- 
emn oaths,  which  they  then  took  before  me  upon 
the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighiv  Qod.  did,  sev- 
erally, solemnly  depose  and  declare,  (hat  they, 
the  deponentt,  on  the  9th  day  of  June,  sailed  and 
departed  in  and  with  the  stid  schooner  laden 
with  a  cargo  of  floni  and  German  linens  from 
Charleston  aforesaid,  bound  on  a  voyage  to  Span- 
bh  America;  that  the  said  schooner  at  (he  com- 
mencement thereof  was  light,  staunch,  and  aiiODg, 
and  in  every  respect  well  dtted,  furnished,  found, 
manned,  and  equipped,  for  the  due  performance 
of  the  said  voyage,  wiih  variable  windsand  wea- 
ther, and  without  any  particular  occurrence  until 
tha  13th  day  of  July,  when  they  made  the  island 
of  Blanco,  on  the  Uth,  the  Tortngas,  and  on  the 
next  day  arrived  off  Ltguiia.  That  they  lav  off 
and  on  Laguira  aforesaid^  until  (he  20th  foUow- 
ing;  in  the  course  of  which  time  he,  the  depo- 
nent, Jacob  R.  Valk,  made  application  for  admit- 
tance to  entry,  and  being  informed  that  (hat  port 
as  well  as  oibers  on  that  coast  were  shut  against 
Bentrals,  he  proeeeded  agreeably  to  his  orders  and 
instructions  for  this  port  of  Havana.  And  the 
said  several  deponents  did  further  depose,  that  in 
proceeding  for  the  ttid  port  Jtothuig  material  hap- 


Jened,  until  the  24tb  following  of  said  month  of 
uly,  when  being  off  the  island  of  Jamaica  they 
werebrouirht  toby  HIsBritannic&fajesty's armed 
schooner  Superior,  and  upon  beingezamined  and 
found  to  be  oeulral  were  politely  dismiswd.  That 
they  prosecuted  the  said  voyage,  making  Ihe  best 
of  their  way  for  this  said  port,  and  experienced 
nothing  remarkable  until  tha  4th  of  August  in- 
stant, when  doubling  Cape  San  Antonio,  in  tbh 
island  of  Cuba,  they  were  brought  (o  by  asehooi»- 
er  uDcler  French  ooloraand  boarded  by  an  officer 
and  four  men,  who  took  possession  of  said  aohooB- 
er  Sea  Horse,  and  sent  the  deponent,  Jwab  B, 
Valk,  and  two  of  bis  crew,  on  biiMtd  the  Nidpri- 
vateer,  with  the  said  aohoODer's  pipera.  That 
the  officer  on  board  said  sekoooei  Sea  Hone 
hailed  tha  commander  of  said  priralaaf,  ^d  Mui 
that  as  he  knew  her  to  be  a  good  prize  he  woald 
bring  hei  (o  anchor,  immediately  upon  wfaiah 
both  vessels  bore  away  for  Fuerta  Faem,  aboni 
four  leagues  from  Cape  Son  Antonio. 

That  (he  commander  of  said  privateer,  aided 
by,  several  Spsoiatd^  who  eame  «n  boatdkei  ia 
caaoee  fiom  their  haoiiaiioDs  on  thai  eoaal,bma 
rummaging  the  Sea  Hone,  opening  the  ulchesy 
and  bieakiD{|>  opeik  the  paekagea  and  cases  t^  dry 
goods,  prinoipally  consisting  at  Qennaa  linen^ 
whilst  ue  crew  of  the  said  privMeei  wen  eo^ 
tinnally  paoaing  and  repasu^  from  ome  of  \km 
said  vessels  to  the  other,  and  most  of  thrat  in  a 
state  of  intoxication. 

And  the  said  deponent,  Jaoob  R.  Valk,  did  fni> 
ther  depose,  that  being  detained  on  board  said 
privateer  from  the  4(h  to  the  6th,  he  had  ample 
opportunity  of  ofaonviag  and  examining  her,  and 
found  bar  to  be  an  Americw)  built  vessel,  having 
painted  on  her  stern,  Carriine  c/  ClMrletUn, 
which  was  very  visible,  notwithstanding 'soma 
black  paint  had  been  put  on  it  to  efiace  it,  whicl^ 
was  not  done  elfectaally.  That  she  was  mounted 
with  one  carriage  gun,  and  one  swivel,  and  sup- 
plied with  small  arms,  and  manned  witn  ten  mei^ 
and  two  negro  boys,  exclusive  of  the  captain,  wh4 
said  his  name  was  Paul,  and  the  privateer  the 
Vohinte.  And  (he  said  deponent  did  fur(her  de- 
p3ee,  that  the  said  Paul  tuld  him  that  he  shonid 
be  sent  in  an  open  boat  to  Havana,  and  upon  hi* 
aDBwering  itiat  ha  was  determined  te  remain  wittt 
his  vesseT  wherever  she  went,  the  said  Paul  re- 
plied that  if  he  again  opened  his  oaouth  he  wooM 
set  him  ashore  m  the  woodo,  and  leave  him  la 
perish.  And  the  said  sevenl  depoaeais  did  taw 
tlwt  depose,  that  on  the  same  eveniag  they  wera 
all  embarked  in  an  open  boat,  vadai  the  aon^Mt 
of  a  Spanish  fisherman,  lo  go  to  a  pkee  atloiia 
seventeen  leagues  distant  called  Hasiui,  whore 
they  received  their  clothes,  which  had  bees  pr9- 
vioasly  taken  from  Ibem. 

And  the  said  Jacob  R.  Valk  did  Atrtbet  depeee, 
that  the  said  captain  of  said  ntivateer,  aftae  hav- 
ing robbed  ana  plundered  nim  of  all  hie  a 


bis  vessel's  and  his  owa  private  papeth 
ana  ouo  his  penfwetive  glass  or  teleeeope.  aoi 
twenty-one  ounce*  in  gold,  reCQmed  Wm  six  rf 


port.    And  tha  said  saTenol  deponeaia  ^  MVea- 
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Siate^  and  leamen  belonging  to  nid  schooDer 
8ei  Horse,  conducted  themieTm  upon  the  cap- 
Mre  aforvNJd  in  a  rery  inuliDODi  manner,  and 
remained  with  their  own  roluntary  will  vith  the 
nid  prirateer. 

Aodl  the  laid  Consul,  do  farther  certi^,  that 
the  nid  Jacob  R.  Valk  did,  upon  hia  arriTti  at 
Havana  aforesaid,  in  due  lime  and  form,  noteand 
enter  with  me  hii  protett  in  ailthepremiteiafore- 
iaid,  and  now  requires  of  tne  to  eiteod  the  ume 
and  make  tbii  pnblie  act  thereof,  reserving  to 
kimivlf  the  firiTilege  of  making  any  other  prnteot 


r 


CoDBul,  at  his  request  do,  bf  iheie  pres- 
it  publicly  and  iol«mn)]' protest  arwelt 
linn  the  QoTemor  at  Lagnira  aforeMid,  and 
an  oth«r  public  officers  whom  it  may  concern,  for 
the  refusal  of  admittance  to  entry  as  afcvesaid  at 
tkai  port,  as  agaipst  the  eommaader  and  officer* 
and  crew  of  ihe  said  prirateer  for  the  capture, 
and  detention,  and  robbery,  and  plunder  of  the 
nid  schooner  Sea  Horse,  and  her  cargo,  and 
against  all  aad  erery  person  and  persons,  whom 
it  shall  or  may  eoneen,  for  all  damages,  costs, 


ID  the  premises  on  aecoant  tbeivaf,  that  the 
be  borne  by  those  to  whom  of  right  it  shall  ap- 
pertain, to  be'adjusted  and  recoTeied  in  time  and 
place  eoDTenieat. 

Done  and  ptoteated  at  Havana  aforesaid. 
JACOB  R.  TALE, 
OEOROE  ALLCOCK. 

tn  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponents  have 
berennio  subscribed  iheir  names,  and  I,  tbe  said 
Consul,  hare  hereunto  set  my  band  and  affixed 
my  consular  seal  this  iweniy-ntst  day  of  Auruit, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  five,  and  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  the  ibittielh. 

H£NRTHILL,Jr. 


CoiiBai.ATt  or  TBI  H.^^Uand  ef  Cuba: 

By  Ibis  ptibltc  ioitrnment  be  it  known  to  all 
whom  the  same  doih  or  may  concern,  that  I, 
Henry  HiU,  jr.;  Consul  of  the  United  States  of 
America  for  the  island  of  Cuba,  resident  at  Ha- 
Tana,  do  hereby  certify,  that,  on  the  day  of  the 
date  hoeof,  before  me  personally  came  and  ajp- 
peared  Jobn  L.  Cranston,  late  master  of  the 
schooner  Caroline,  of  CbartesioQ,  who,  being  by 
Die  duly  sworn  npon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 
Almighty  God.  did  solemnly  depose  ind  declare 
that,  on  the  I2th  day  of  April  last,  be  sailed  and 
departed  in  and  with  the  said  schooner  from 
Charleston  aforesaid,  with  passengers,  bound  for 
St.  Thomas  where  he  arrived  on  the  lat  day  of 
May  following ;  that  he  sailed  from  thence  on 
Ibe  4ib,  with  ballast,  bound  to  Laguira,  and  ar- 
lived  off  the  said  port  on  the  IDth,  and  continued 
Itjing  off  and  on  vntU  the  14th }  that  hi*  sails 


being  very  much  split,  and  the  Teasel  otherviK 
in  a  Md  state,  and  not  being  able  to  obtain  pa^ 
mission  to  enter  said  pott,  he  determined  tobm 
away  for  the  first  port  ne  could  make,  vnd  on  the 
day  following  was  captured  by  Hia  Britawue 
Majesty's  ship  of  wsrFortnne,  Henry  VnasiiurL 
commander,  who  took  out  him,  the  depooent.  and 
his  crew,  and  took  possenion  of  the  said  sebooner, 
which  he  armed  as  a  tender  to  cmiae  off  Cnra^oa. 
That  on  the  35tb  the  said  schooner  was  delivered 
tip  to  him,  being  plundered  of  the  boat,  mr,  u- 
chors,  stores,  dbe.  That  being  verv  much  is  waoi 
of  repairs  he  thought  it  most  prudent,  as  well  for 
ibe  preservation  of  the  said  vessel  and  theii  mn 
lirrs,  as  to  procure  supplies,  which  ihey  likevise 
stood  very  much  in  need  of,  to  bear  away  for  Ja- 
maica ;  and  on  the  29th  of  Hay  arrived  at  King- 
ston in  the  said  island,  where  he  in  doe  form  naoa 
hiiproleit. 

That  hesailedA-om  thence, after  having  reedved 
the  necessary  repairs  and  supplies;  and  having 
on  board  twenty  pnscbeons  of  ram,  the  property, 
as  he  verily  beLeve^  of  Andrew  Ker,  of  Char- 
leston aforesaid,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  cm 
the  9th  July  following,  bound  for  Cbaileston 
aforesaid,  and  on  the  loth  was  boarded  by  a  fe- 
lucca plnte,  comma  oded  by  one  Paul  Ca^iancaj 
who  took  from  him  all  the  vessel's  papers,  and  all 
bialetteTS,ftc.^Bnd  also  possession  of  said  schooner 
as  a  prize,  with  which  be  proceeded  to  Puerto 
Fuera,  about  four  leagues  from  Cape  Antonio^ 
where  he  came  to  anchor ;  that  he  there  nnloadcd 
said  vessel,  and  supplied  the  fishermen  who  were 
there  with  some  of  the  rum  belonging  to  the  said 
cargo.  That  they  continued  there  oniil  the  23d 
following,  when  be  sent  the  saii)  scfaooner  with 
the  said^deponent  and  crew  to  Bfaaiua  Parol^ 
where  she  arrived  on  the  same  day.  And  he,  the 
deponent,  with  said  crew,  remained  there  nntil 
Ihe  9tb  dav  of  An^ust,  instant,  without  clothe*  or 
money,  all  of  which  and  eveiyibing  else,  except 
two  or  three  shirts,  they  were  robbedof  by  thcsai^ 
captors ;  that  he  there  procured  a  boat,  and  npon 
the  promise  of  paying  one  hnndred  dollars,  was 
brought  to  this  port  of  Havana,  where  they  arrived 
on  the  14ib  instant. 

That  be,  the  deponent,  immediately  de^telied 
a  memorial tohis  Excellency  the Gtovemor,  stating 
the  circumstances,  and  praying  for  the  resloratioit 
of  said  vessel  and  cargo ;  to  which  said  memorial 
he  has  rec^ved  no  reply,  and  is  of  apinioB  that 
Ihe  same  will  be  taken  no  notice  of. 

And  on  this  same  day  also  personally  appeared 
before  me,  Andrew  Ambr?,  mate,  and  William 
Wood  and  John  Judson,  seamen,  late  of,  and  be- 
longing to,  said  schooner,  who  being  by  me  seve- 
rally duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 
Almighty  God.  did  solemnly  depose,  that  all  and 
every  the  matlersand  facts  relating  to  the  voyage 
aforesaid,  and  the  capture  aforesaid,  are  !■  every 
respect  true. 

And  the  said  deponent,  John  L.  Cranston,  did, 
upon  his  arrival,  in  due  time  and  form  note  aiit 


upuu  iiiB   HiriTai,  lu  uuc  tiruc  luiu  lonn  Qoie  aav 

enter  with  me,  the  said  Consul,  his  prtiieat  ia  Ae- 

E remises, and  nowrequiresof  me  tomake  thisfob- 
c  act  theiKtf,  reaeiving  to  himaeif  the  privwgtt 
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of  fortbcT  exMBdiog  the  Htme,  or  to  mike  any 
other  in  ibe  premiies,  *b  occaaiou  may  require. 

Wherefore,  the  said  John  L.  Cransioa  doih,  and 
I,  the  said  CoDsal,  at  his  request  do  br  these  pres- 
ents most  pobliclr  and  acdemnir  jwotest,  u  well 
agaiDsi  tbfl  scM,  gales  of  wiad,  and  bad  WMiiher, 
the  said  sehooDcr  experieoced  on  (be  «aid  Toyaga, 
H  against  Ibe  commander,  officera,  and  crews  of 
ihe  said  ship  of  war  Fortune  and  feloeca.  pirate, 
for  the  caMores,  plunder,  and  detantion  aforesaid, 
and  tor  all  eosU,  damages,  losses,  and  ezpeDRs 
already,  and  which  ■bailor  vaj  b«  hereafter,  sus- 
tained on  account  ihereoft  to  the  end  that  the 
same  be  boroe  by  those  to  whom  of  right  it  shall 
belong  to  be  adjusted  and  reeovered,  in  time  and 
place  coDTeoient. 

Dona  and  protested  at  Havana  aforesaid. 

JOHN  L.  CRANSTON, 

ANDREW  AMBREB,  his  x  mA. 

WILLIAM  WOOD,  his  x  mark. 

JOHN  JUDSON. 
In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponents  bare 
bereunio  subscribed  their  oames,  and  I,  the  uid 
Consul,  bare  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed 
my  consular  seal,  this  niateenth  dav  of  August, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  tbousaaa  eight  hun- 
dred and  five,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  Stales  the  thirlicih. 

HGNBT  HILL,  Jr. 


lai^MD  OF  CcBA— Havara: 

By  ibia  poblic  iustruinebt  of  protest,  be  it  made 
known  and  manifest  unto  all  whom  the  same 
doth,  shall,  or  mn  concern,  that,  on  the  day  of 
the  dale  hereof  before  me,  Henry  Hill,  jr^  Consul 
of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  island  of 
Cuba,  rcBident  at  Havana,  personalty  eame  and 
appeared  John  Dade,  late  mate  of  the  brig  Success 
of  New  York,  wh««of  Nicholas  Brauk  was  master, 
John  Fuller  and  Josiab  Pelt,  late  seamen,  beloni 
ing  to  aaid  brig,  James  Ferguson  and  John  Smit  , 
late  pa^smgers  in  said  bng,  wbo,  being  lererally 
duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Erangelists  ofAlmighiy 
Ood;  did  solemnly  depose  and  s^y,  that  they  sailed 
froni  EiogEton,  (Jamaica,)  on  the  6th  day  of  the 

S resent  month  of  July  in  the  said  brig  Success, 
onnd  to  New  York,  (where  the  said  brig  is 
owned,)  with  a  cargo  on  board  eonsislin^  of  fifty 
puncheons  of  rum;  that  nothing  material  bar 
pened  them  until  the  13tb  day  of  the  same  loontt  _ 
-when,  bein^  in  sight  of  Cape  Anionia,  (the  west 
end  of  the  island  of  Goba,)  about  four  miles  dis- 
tant, they  were  met  with,  and  thr  said  brig  was 
boarded  by  a  small  felucca  privateer  under  Span- 
ish eolota,wliiett  these  deponents  anderstiM>d  to  be 
the  Boena  Union.  Captain  Ulariago,  from  this 
port  of  Havana,  (then  under  the  command  of  tbe 
mate,  tbe  said  Captain  Ulariago  as  these  depo- 
nents understood,  beii%  in  the  city,)  who,  without 
any  examination  into  tbe  said  vessel's  papers, 
captured  her,  pot  a  prize  master  and  crew  on 
board,  and  toMC  the  whde  crew,  tdclnding  the 
said  mailer  and  ibe  said  passengers,  (exoept  six 


Frenchmen,  wbo  were  passengers  in  said  brig,) 
on  board  the  said  privateer.  That  the  said  mas- 
ter of  the  said  brig  was  cruelly  flogged,  beaten, 
and  otherwise  sbuMd  on  board  the  said  jirivateer, 
and  was  then  sent  on  board  of  his  asid  brig.  That 
these  depaueoti  were  also  cruelly  flagged  and 
beaten  on  board  the  said  privateer,  and  at  nighl 
thrown  into  the  hold  and  plaaed  'in  irons,  wherO' 
tby  lay,  withoni  having  iny  sustenance^  nntit 
the  day  following  when  tney  were  liberated  from 
the  irons  and  suiered  to  come  upon  deck. 

That  the  said  brig  was  not  then  to  be  seen,  anA 
these  deponents  were  told  by  the  prirateeramen) 
that  they  had  sent  bet  to  Campeacby.  That  th* 
said  privateer  two  days  afterwards  came  to  anchor 
in  a  small  bay  ttear.said  cape,  when  these  depo- 
nents were  turned  ashore,  (after  being  robbed  of 
many  articles  of  their  personal  apparel,}  and  the 
mate  of  the  said  brig  of  his  books,  charts,  anA 
quadrants,  without  any  sustenance  or  the  meana- 
of  obtaining  it ;  and  were  left  to  wander  in  an  In- 
hospitable port  of  the  island,  br  removed  liDm 
any  town  or  inhabitants,  and  to  support  their  Inw 
in  the  best  manner  they  could. 

Tbet  being  desirous  of  Suding  some  town  or  in- 


baWtants,  amonmt  whotn  ther  might  procure  the 
necessaries  of  life,  they  wandered  abut  a  day  or 
two,  and  at  length  came  to  a  small  village,  when 


they  were  taken  np  before  the  commandant,  who 
eoneeived  them  to  be£Dgltshmen,and  fcwwarded 
them  to  this  place,  (Havana)  as  such ;  whither 
they  arrirad  on  the  30th  instant,  and  were  con- 
veyed first  to  the  gnard-bouse,  and  afterwards  to 
tba  common  prison  of  the  city,  wbereihey  remain- 
ed nntil  this  day,  when  they  were  libHated  by  or- 
der of  the  Governor,  and  paid  to  the  jailer  seven* 
teen  dollars  and  a  half  jail  fees. 

And  thereupon  tha  said  several  deponents  did, 
in  behalf  of  the  said  master,  the  owners,  fteigbt- 
ss,  and  all  others  concerned  la  the  itid  cargo,  r^ 
quest  of  me  to  make  their  protest  and  this  public 
act  thereof.  Wherefore,  the  said  deponents  do, 
and  I,  the  said  Consnl,  at  their  requesL  also  do  by 
these  preeents,  most  publicly  and  solemtily  pro- 
test as  well  a^inst  the  commander,  officers,  and 
crewof  the  said  privateer  and  tbe  owners  thereof) 
as  against  all  ana  every  other  person  and  persons 
whom  it  shall  or  may  concern,  for  the  captura 
and  detention  of  the  said  brig  and  caigo,  and  the 
snbseq aent  circumstances,  and  for  all  costs,  dama- 
ges^ charges,  and  expenses  attending  the  same,  to 
the  end  that  the  same  be  saflered  and  borne  by 
those  to  whom  of  right  it  shall  appertain,  to  be 
adjusted  aod  reoorered  in  lime  and  place  conv^ 

Done  and  protested  at  Havana  aforesaid. 
JOHN  DADE, 
JOHM  FULLER, 
JOSIAH  PELT, 
JAMES  FERGUSON, 
JOHN  SMITH. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponents  have 
hereunto  subscribed  their  names,  and  the  said 
Consul  have  hereunto  set  my  hind  and  affixed 
my  consolat  teal,  this  thtrtytlrst  day  of  July,  A> 


Digitized  byGoOgle 


1167 


Mdatumt  viA  Spaim. 


m\ 


D.  cigltteen  hundred  and  ire,  nnd  of  the  ind 
jMndeuce  or  the  United  Suto  the  ihinieth. 

HEKRY  HILL,  Jr. 


IsLi-NB  or  CvoA—Bavana: 

Br  this  publio  iBitrnoieat  of  proiest  be  it  made 
known  nnd  mnaifeal  unto  all  whom  the  nnu 
ahnllj  doth,  or  mar  caoccrn,  tbat,  on  the  day  of 
the  date  hereof,  before  me,  Henry  Hill,  jr.,  Con- 
«dI  of  the  United  Slate*  of  America  for  tho  Island 
of  Cuba,  resident  at  Havana,  perBonallv  eameaad 
•MWtied  Haory  Palmer,  mailer  of  the  brig  Jaton, 
of  Philaddphia.  who,  being  bv  me  duly  awom 
apon  Ibe  Holy  Erangeliits  ot  Almightr  Ood,  did 
■family  dcpMe  and  declare  that,  on  the  7tb  day 
oi  April  laat,  he  tailed  and  departed  in  and  with 
the  (aid  brig,  laden  with  a  cargo  of  salt,  e«rtheo< 
ware,  porter,  dry  goods,  &e.,  from  Liverpool,  in 
fingUnd,  and  boand  to  New  Ofleao*,  eooMned 
ta  different  p^aons  there,  and  lo  the  best  of  hit 
knowledge  and  belief  the  pnqMity  of  chiuiii  of 
the  United  States. 

That,  in  lh«  proseention  of  the  said  voyage, 
sotbing  material  lu^i]>ened  nntil  the  20tb  dav  of 
June,  when  being  in  sight  of  Cape  Antonio,  fonr 
or  fire  leagues  diatant,  he  diseovered  two  tail  at 
about  two  o'clock  in  the  aOernoon,  whieh  ap- 

Sared  in  chase  of  his  aaid  vceseL  That  one  of 
em  came  up  with  hit  vessel  abont  half  past  foar 
o'clock,  when  the  hoiatad  EDgUth  eolon  and  Grad 
two  gum,  OB  which  he  hove  to,  and  waited  her 
coming  up  with  him.  That,  after  having  eowe 
within  hall,  he  was  ordered  by  a  persoti  on  baud 
•aid  privateer  to  cone  oa  boud  with  his  paper*, 
whicn  he  did ;  after  thit  de^Knient  waa  on  board 
tba  said  privateer,  the  Eaglisb  colon  were  taken 
down  and  Spaniah  hoisted ;  and  ihii  draoneat 
nndenlood  the  taid  privateer  to  be  called  tlie  Bo- 
ana  Union,  commanded  by  Josfe  Aetoolo  Ulari- 
ago;  the  capUin  of  which  immediately  after  Of> 
derad  the  people  of  thit  deponent  out  of  the  boat, 
and  sent  lour  men  in  his  taid  boat  on  board  his 
Nud  brig,  and  detained  this  deponent,  with  two 
men  who  bad  come  with  him,  on  board  said  pri- 
rateet. 

That,  a^r  the  people  had  sot  on  board  taid 
TMMl,tamacoDveisation  passed  between  the  cap- 
tain of  the  privateer  and  iha  people  he  had  acni 
DD  board  the  brig;  and  immediately  after  they 
altered  the  courte  trf  his  said  brig,  and  stood  in 
towatds  the  Island  of  Cuba ;  soon  after,  the  other 
vessel  which  was  in  sight  came  up,  which  he,  the 
deponeot,  understood  was  the  French  Privataer 
Napoleon,  commanded  by  one  Pierre  Liquet, 
which  also  changed  her  coai^te,  and  stood  in  to- 
wards said  island,  in  company  with  taid  Span- 
ish privateer  and  the  deponent's  brig.  That,  on 
the  tame  day,  at  about  ten  o'clock  at  night,  the 
three  vetsets  aforesaid  came  to  anchor  near  Cape 
Antonio,  where  the  beat  bower-anchor  was  lost 
and  a  part  of  the  cable  belonging  to  said  brie,  and 
where  was  also  Ifing  at  anchor  a  small  Mucca 
French  privateer.  The  morning  following,  the 
Slst  nltimc^  the  priratearsmcp   ptoeeeded  with 


his  said  brig  t«  a  taisU  bay,  wbcK  tkntint 
number  of  small  itlaodi.siwutux  lei|n(i£(H 
where  the  said  brig  bad  beeauehaMd,i^[tt 
said  privateers  accomfanied  her.  bwbicklq 
the  said  brig  was  brMght  ut  sMbor,  wbnib  { 
thetaidprivateenoaaetoaaelior.  TuviBMp 
these  islaads,lhera  was  lying  an  Awiicualw 
er,  called  the  Mary  of  CamdeD,  iiiuA  U  In 
taken  mkbo  time  previoni  \ty  \ht  Nt^  Urn 
aiwetaid,  whiehaecompaBiedihcMktrftinM 


from  Capt  Antonio. 

That  this  deponent  was  soBeted,  u  Ik  mofi 
after  coming  to  anchor,  to  go  oti  bMidliiaiJ 


retsel,  where  bediscovered  thit  ■]!  !uip)tD,i(  , 


..  .  .  .  and  that  the  prinumwi  U 
broken  ioto  the  hold  ik  his  read, ud  ttta sa 
of  a  cask,  which  ibey  had  krokeBi))«ii,i>iiatci 
of  bottles  of  porter  which  beloiKl  laibtcup 
of  said  vessel ;  that  two  day*  tltir  duutinl 
at  said  bay,  to  wit,  on  tbe  23d.  ihefriraiKnna 
opened  ibe  hatches  of  hi*  aid  rwdiaJM 
several  packages  of  dry  gooih  np»  tet'i* 
diey  descried  a  sail  in  the  ofGog,  m  tbik  ik 
goods  were  put  below,  and  the  lisiebaM« 
the  said  three  privateenrnen  wem  imi  it  pnet 
of  said  sail,  but  soon  after  returiKJ;  ibit  h  ik 
day  following,  the  34ih,  the  prifiKffliiailM 
opened  the  hatchet  of  his  nid  tokLiumm 
out  all  the  dry  goods,  being  about  ''■'"T''*!!^ 
affct;  also,  one  cask,  coatainiiig  i'n'1''f.'' 
shot,  and  also  a  number  of  csski of  piMinw 
they  sent  on  board  the  dUfoesi  I"'*'"*]!''' 
alao  pat  on  boaid  the  French  prinaemfo"' 
aU  the  dry  good*  and  the  mido^t^MuJ 
nineteen  half-batrala  of  tall,  tsi  ^'^.r? 
and  plundered  the  add  vettelorieu^ 
quantity  of  her  rigoiag,  fnrBitiut,iM>K^ 

Aad  the  taid  dl^on^tdoikMttiipwui 
tay,  that  they  put  on  board  tki  m  »^ 
Mary  twenty  oaska  of  porter,  scBtetHoolw^ 
enware,  and  other  nnielet.  ,^ 

ThaL  on  the  S8lh,  the  said  brig  *>'V'*^ 
way,  with  a  prizeoaaster  oa  boari  ^T  u 
Spanish  privateer,  and  •'gbt  ■•""J' j 
longing,  together  with  this  dqieani  w^^ 
hi*  men,  the  mate  having  bm  |Hi'>°'~'r 
the  privateer,  with  three  oibeie  of  tke  ""/^ 
nid  brig;  that  he,  the  depontnt,  w  i"™" 
they  were  coming  with  said  brig  to  B»™- 
after  noming  to  anchor  at  vuiow  F»<*"^ 
coast,  at  aeveral  of  which  a  qaaniity  of  P*""  •■ 
(alt  waa  taken  ont  of  said  hr*  sad  (r»>*'°«r 
ent  people  on  the  coast;  and,  on  lit  3uwr| 
they  cameloanohof  withsiid  brigiai*"" 
of  Cavafiai.  ,_jJ 

That. the  day  foUowiag,  thisdtpotitsiil(«Mn 
leave  to  go  on  shore  in  <wder  lo  nice  '"J"t2 
known  to  the  oommwdanL  bnl  wu  n'Of'^r 


Known  to  ue  commatioani,  mu  wm  —'-.,  g^ 
kept  priumer  on  board  hit  tud  tmssI  uB^^ 
day,  Ae  16th,  when  he  was  tata  <«  »■"■ 


ofiusmenand  rat  on 

which  aJto  eiMarlt«d 

ana  bdonging  to  the  aaid  ptivatetr, 

fanned  by  tba  ptiieautMr  ibty  wm 


boaidasBaUopwWj^ 
Ike  in  iMfludsr  ud  •" 

aaid  ptiraw*'- ■"'^  „ 
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tbis  port;  tkat,on  Uu  day  foUowing,  they  arrivad 
at  itkiB  Mtd  port,  mod  this  deponeoi  was  forcibly 
ukeo  to  th«  gnard^OQM,  and  not  peimitied  lo 
bare  an;  commanicBtian  wiih  aoy  parsoD ;  aod 
was  so  kept  in  priton  until  tbe  next  day  mbuM 
ten  o'elocK,  wheo  be  was  taken  to  the  matine 
office  and  questioned  relative  to  his  capture,  aad 
WBB  ihere  Ml  at  lilMttf ;  that  he,  the  deponent, 
frcquentlj  demanded  hrs  paper*  of  the  said  pri- 
▼aleenineB,  wkick  consiated  of  ike  papers  of  the 
Mid  brig,  ioToices,  aod  bills  of  lading  of  cargo, 
about  two  bsBdred  uid  twenty  letters,  aad  va- 
rious oihe>  papers,  bat  was  imiforKtly  refused 
them. 

And  on  this  same  day,  before  me  ako  person- 
ally appeared  Nathaaiel  Homton,  chief  mate,  laie 
of,  and  belongiag  lo,  the  said  briff  Jason,  who, 
being  by  me  duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Erange- 
lists  of  Alinighty  Qoi,  did  striemnly  depose  and 
declare,  that  all  aad siognltr  the matiersaad facte 
before  stated  and  set  ^rih,  are  in  erery  respect 
true. 

WhereupOD,  the  said  Henry  Palmer  doth,  and 
I,  at  his  request,  do  most  publicly  and  solemnly 
protest,  as  well  against  (he  commanders,  officers, 
crews,  and  owners^  of  the  said  Spanish  and  French 
privateers,  as  against  all  and  ererr  other  person 
and  persons  whom  the  same  shall  or  may  eon- 
cem,  for  the  unlawful  capture  and  detention  of 
the  said  brig  whilst  in  the  prosecation  of  a  lawfhl 
Toyage,  and  the  depredations,  robbery,  and  plun- 
der, cominiited  upon  the  said  ressel,  her  rigging, 
furniture,  and  cargo,  and  for  all  damages,  tosses, 
costs,  and  expenses,  which  shall  or  may  be  sus- 
tained in  the  premises  on  account  thereof.  And 
the  said  Henry  Palmer  doth  hereby  reserve  to 
himself  the  pnrltege  of  making  an^  other,  or 
additional  protest,  as  need  and  occasion  may  re- 
quire. 

This  done  and  protested  at  Harana,  as  afore- 
aaid. 

HBNRT  PALMER, 
NATH.  HODSTON. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereanto  set  my 
hand  and  affixed  my  coosular  seal,  this  20(h  day 
of  August,  in  the  veai  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  ano  fire,  and  of  the  independence 
or  the  TToited  States  the  thirtieth. 

HBNaY  HILL,  Jr. 


CoNsoLATB  or  TBI  X3.&^  Momi  <^  Oiba: 

Br  this  pablio  ioairMinaatof  pruert,  be  it  known 
UDto  all  whom  the  same  shall,  doth,  or  may 
c«n>,  ibat,  OD  Ike  day  of  iba  date  banof,  peraoo- 
mlly  appeared  before  me  Jacob  Paiddrick,  a  «ili- 
zcn  of  the  United  States,  bora  in  the  eovnty  of 
Candea,  Stale  of  North  Carolina,  late  mats  of 
tbe  aekoaaat  Mary  of  Camden,  aforewid,  Stephen 
Chairlas,  master ;  also,  John  Davis  and  Jartmiah 
OntTes,  botk  citizens  of  the  United  Sutaii,  and 
l«te  mariaers  on  board  of  said  seko(»w ;  who,  be- 
inf  aerarally  daly  swocn  oa  the  Holy  Brangabfb 


of  Almighty  God,  did  depose  and  say,  that  (bey 
sailed  from  Jamaica  on  board  of  said  scboonsi, 
bound  for  Cbarkston,  South  Carolina  ;  and  thai, 
while  lawfully  and  peaoeably  pursuing  their  said 
ToyagB  on  btnrd  said  vesset  with  a  cargo,  coa* 
siotiog  of  thirty  puncheons  of  rum  and  fire  kofia- 
heads  of  molasses,  the  property  of  cilisens  of  Uia 
United  Stales,  th«ff ,  together  with  said  vessel  and 
cargo,  on  the  23a  of  May,  aforesaid,  were  cap- 
tured bya  felocca  privateer,  under  Fiench  colors, 
one  Faol,  commander,  who  took  possession  of  said 
vessel  anil  cargo,  and  brought  her  to  aa  anchor 
the  same  dayj  near  Cape  Antonio ;  that  the  afore- 
said Stephen  Charles,  master  of  said  schooner 
Mary,  was  forcibly  taken  out  of  his  said  veuel, 
and  pnt  on  board  of-ao  American  ressel  bonnd  to 
Charleston  ;  that  thesa  deponenlo,  aftartemaining 
six  or  sevea  days  on  board  said  sehooner,  daring 
which  line  she  eoniianed  at  aaebor,  ware  forcibly 
taken  out  of  said  vessel,  and  p&t  on  shoto  at  Cap* 
AntoaiOj  witboat  any  snstenaaee  or  meaaa  of  oa> 
taining  it,  and  lold  to  slay  there  and  die,  or  ga 
where  they  pleased  ;  that  they  foaod  several  fis^ 
ermen  near  the  place  aforesaid,  who,  pitviogtkeir 
distressed  situation,  hocpitably  supplied  tnem  with 
psovisioBS  during  six  or  seven  days ;  at  th«  expi- 
raiion  of  which  time,  Anselmo  Henriqtie,  wva 
had  a  eaaoe,  and  was  fishiag  on  the  coast,  was 
prevailed  upon,  at  the  inaiance  of  theae  dcpoaenU^ 
to  brioff  them  to  ibis  city  of  Havan^  on  eondi* 
lion  of  tbair  giving  him  their  clothiag,  whlah 
they,  these  deponents,  were  obliged  to  do ;  that 
the  said  Anselmo  Heariquc,  having  received  their 
clothing,  took  ihem  on  lioard  bis  eanoe,  and  pro- 
ceeded with  them  on  their  way  biiber,  as  far  as 
the  port  of  Cavafia*)  the  eonunandant  of  wUeh 
port  wonld  not  soSer  them  to  proceed  furtbw 
in  said  eaaoe,  declaring  them  to  be  Ewlist 
men  aad  spiaa,  and  placed,  them  in  tba  stocks  aa 
priaoaera  and  kept  them  there  about  foonesa 
noars,  waan  thay  vreie  liberated  twd  suffered  to 
proeeed  to  this  plaoe  by  land,  with  the  said  An- 
aefano  Henrique,  wbare  Aey  arrived  this  day. 

And  thereupon  the  said  deponents,  in  behalf  <^ 
themselves,  the  said  Stephen  Charles,  and  b1> 
others  coneeroed  in  said  schooner  and  cargo,  do, 
by  these  presents,  most  publicly  and  solemnly 
protest,  and  require  of  me  to  protest.  Wherefore, 
at  the  request  aforesaid,  I,  the  said  Consul,  do 
protest,  as  well  agarnst  the  commander,  officers, 
and  crew.of  the  said  felucca  privateer,  (the  name 
of  which  IS  at  present  unknown,]  Paul,  command- 
er and  all  others  whom  it  majr  concern,  for  the 
illegal  capture  of  the  said  schooner  Mary  and 
cargo,  and  the  treatment  of  the  said  master,  Ste- 
phen Charles,  and  they,  the  said  several  deponent*, 
experienced  as  aforesaid^  the  dangers  and  hard- 
ships they  encountered  m  consequence  thereof, 
and  for  all  damages,  losses,  costs,  and  charges,  at- 
tending the  same. 

This  done  and  protested  at  the  said  city  «f 
Havana. 

JACOB  PAIDDRICK, 
JOHN  DAVIS, 
JSafiMIAH  Ok/LYEa. 
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In  tntimonr  iriiercof,  the  Mid  depoDcnu  have 
hercDDlo  suWribed  their  names,  aod  I,  ihe  said 
CoDsul,  hare  hereuoto  set  my  haad,  aad  iffixed 
mr  coDtiilaT  seal,  the  Uth  da^  of  Jane,  in  tbe 

J  ear  of  onr  Lord  odb  thotuand  eight  hanarcd  and 
re,aodof  the  independence  of  (ke  United  State* 
Ihe  tweDtT-ninth. 

HBNRY  HILL,  Jr. 

G. 

DeduBtian  of  Jtsha.  Enni,  msstor  of  the  ship  Eliu,  of 

Norib^,  and  of  Chsrles  Simmont,  Jtm.,  tai  Edwsrd 

Lowiie,  seunsii  belonging'  to  uid  ship. 

Bcfora  me,  Henrr  HiH,  jr.,  Conral  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  of  America  for  tne  island  of  Caba,  rea* 
ideot.  at  Harana,  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof, 
peTWHiall|r  came  and  appeared  John  Evans,  mas- 
ter of  the  ship  Eliza,  of  Norfolk,  and  Charles  Sim- 
BODS,  JOD.,  and  Edward  Lowrie,  aeameD  belonc- 
iog  to  Hid  ship,  wba  being  hj  me  severally  dafjr 
■worn  upon  the  Holy  Efangelists  of  Almishly 
Qod,  did  depose  and  My,  and  first  the  said  Joba 
BTans: 

That  he  tailed  from  Norlblk  in  the  mid  ship  on 
01  about  tbe  13th  day  of  October  last,  with  a  car- 
m  on  board,  eoniisting  of  •laves  and  [voviaiMH, 
bound  for  Eiogston,  Jamaica,  the  said  eai^  being 
the  sole  property  of  Conway  and  Fortesctie  Whit- 
tle. merebanU  of  Norfolk,  and  ciiixena  of  the  Uni- 
ted 8iate*i  that  be  arrived  in  and  with  taid  ship 
on  or  about  the  6lh  day  of  November  following, 
when  the  Mid  cargo  was  eold  for  aecoiinl  of  Ihe 
nid  Messrs.  Conway  and  Portcsoue  Whilllei 
that  from  EiagstoD  be  proceeded  in  and  with  said 
■hip  to  Aootta  hay,  on  the  north  side  aid  island 
of  Jamaica,  for  tne  purpose  of  loading  his  said 
■hip  with  a  cargo,  where  he  aetually  purchased 
and  loaded  on  board  said  ship,  a  cargo,  consisting 
of  one  hundred  and  serenty-nine  pBocheons  of 
mm,  for  tbe  sole  aecount  and  risk  or  ihe  aforsMid 
Messrs.  Conway  and  Fortesene  Whittle;  that  he 
Hiled  thence  ia  and  with  Mid  ship  with  Mid  car- 

K,  on  or  about  the  2lBt  day  of  March  following, 
und  to  Norfolk  aforesaid,  wiib  ail  the  necessaty 
and  usual  documents  on  board,  to  prove  the  aaio 
ship  and  cargo  boas  £de  American  properly,  be- 
loogJDg  to  citizens  of  the  United  Stales;  that  on 
tbe  27ih  day  of  same  moath,  white  peaceably  and 
lawfully  DsvigBling  bis  said  ship  ior  ihe  port  of 
Norfolk  aforesaid,  ihen  beina  in  sight  of  the  Isle 
of  Pines,  on  Ihe  south  side  of  ibis  island  of  Caba, 
he  was  met  with,  boarded,  and  unlawfully  cap- 
tured by  a  privateer  under  French  colors,  called 
the  Vigilant,  commanded  b^  one  Amado  Dejan, 
as  be  understood,  who  forcibly  and  ualawfully 
deprived  this  depoaent  of  the  possession  of  his 
aid  ship  and  cargo,  and  placed  a  prizemastet  and 
men  on  board  thereof,  from  the  said  privateer, 
and  with  force  and  violence  took  this  deponent 
out  of  his  Mid  ship,  It^ther  with  Oats  Danion, 
first  mate,  and  Richard  Thomas,  second  mate 
thereof,  and  six  of  the  seamen  of  his  said  ship, 
and  landed  them  on  the  west  end  of  Mid  Isle  of 
Pines,  with  only  one  day's  provisions,  and  with- 
out the  meaas  of  procuring  farther 


thai  this  deponent,  with  his  Mid  mutea  and  crew, 
remained  at  Mid  port  of  nid  island,  whiel  ia  en- 
tirety  ODinhebited,  about   two  weeks,  aaj  lap- 
poried   themselves  on  fish  which    tbey  csB|kt,    | 
tfaere  being  no  other  food  or  auateiMiiee  lobe|it- 
curcd;  at  ifae  ezpitalifHi  of  whioh  time,  that  he,    . 
wilh  his  Mid  males  aad  erew,  took  passage  ins 
Spanish   vessel,  which  eaaaallr   toacbed  ibo^ 
and  were  transported  to  the  eaal  end  of  aaidislaad    I 
of  Pinea,  where  there  aresomoiulMbiiaMs,wheaee    i 
this  deponent,  with  his  nid  mute*  and  cicw,afi(t 
remaining  four  or  five  days,  took  puaMge  in  a 
Bpnnisii  vestd,  and  proceeded   to  BaidaMiL  in     ' 
this  island  of  Cuba,  whence   ibef  proceeded  by     { 
land  to  the  city  of  Havana ;  tbut,  ufter  beiag  tone 
days  in  this  eity,  this  deponent  heu'd  bis  said  sbif 
had  been  taken  into  Baiabano,  and  raun  afui  m« 
the  prizemasier  here  who  wna  pat  on  board  bii     I 
said  ship,  who  gave  to  ibis  djepanent  tkeMowiag 
papers  of  Mid  ship,  dedaringr,  at  the  naie  time,     I 
that  be  oonsidered  tne  Mid  ship  aod  caigo  Ameri- 
can properly;  that  the  captaia  of  said  privaiect 
had  absconded  and  left  him  without  rapf»r^  aod     I 
that  he  had  no  idea  of  pursuing  bet  as  a  lawful 
prize,  and  bad  abandoned   her ;  tbal  the  papers 
which  were  delivered  to  this  deponent  were  ihe 
following:  1st,  the   Mediienvnean   pass  at  Mid 
shipi2d,  sea-lett«;  3d,  clearance  mm  Norfolk;     I 
4lh,  articles  of  agreement   betireeB  master  and     , 
mariners  of  Mid  ship;  Stb,  certified  list  of  crew; 
6th  hilt  of  health,  &c.;  7th,  ihip's  lc«  book.    That 
tbe  said  ship  had  a  register  and  ceitiGcatei  of     | 
properly  of  cargo,  bills  ol lading,  invoices,  te^tt      i 
the  time  of  capture,  which  leere  taken  from  him, 
and  which  were  not  delivered  op  with  the  other 

Epers,  and  which  this  deponent  understood,  aod 
s  reason  to  believe,  were  aolawfaUy  and  wan- 
tonly destroyed  ;  that  this  deponeot,  after  ascer- 
taining ihat  his  said  ship  was  in  Batabano  afore- 
Mid, and  after  receiving  the  Mid  papers,  did,  on 
on  the  7ih  day  of  May  last,  present  to  hb  eicd- 
lency  the  Marquis  of  Sdmemeloa,  Captain  Geu- 
eral  of  Mid  island  of  Cuba,  a  memorial,  wherein 
he  stated  the  capture  of  the  said  ship,  and  prayed 
that  she  might  be  restored  in  the  rigbtfol  owno^ 
from  whom  she  had  been  unlawuUy  capnued,- 
that,  itot  having  any  replf  to  his  memoM  ^^ 
shortly  after,  again  memorialized  his  Bzeeilcaer, 
praying  that  hewonld  orda  his  ship  to  be  rcstoctd; 
that  not  bavine  any  reply  to  this,  his  secool  w^ 
morial,  and  understanding  that  a  part  of  his  ciew 
who  were  suffered  to  remain  on  board  at  the  time 
of  captnre,  were  deuined  as  prisoners  on  board  ia 
tbe  Mid  port  of  Batabano,  and  were  anfieriagAv 
the  went  of  the  necesnriei  of  life,  and  that  the 
Fmebmen  who  rentained  on  boaTd,and  the  Span- 
iards fmn  shore,  were  daily  plundering  fiacn  lus 
Mid  shipand  eai^o,  and  wishing  to  know  the  sttte 
thereof,  and  to  grant  some  relief  to  bia  crew,  he 
proceeded  to  Batabano  without  a  paMporL  [the 
Captain  General  having  refbsed  him  one,)  wuk 
intent  to  go  on  boiud  hn  uid  ship,  aad  was  cr- 
dered  by  him  immadialely  to  return  to  this  eiiy, 
ot  that  he  would  send  him  baek  priaoaer  uadRa 
guard  of  soldiers,  wherefore  this  deposicui  m 
obliged  toretnm;  thai,  on  the  14th  day  of  iaue, 
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heagiiD  memorMlized  his  Biedleney,ptT>eotJiig 
iherewith  all  the  papers  of  the  aforcMid  ship,  de- 
livered up  to  him  bf  the  prizemaster  aforetaid, 
(except  the  Ma^ettn.  wbieh  w«4  ptcsented  witb 
bis  first  memorial,)  io  coasequcDce  of  whicb,  an 
ihe  da?  following,  a  decree  wa«  gtveD,  orderiog 
bis  Hid  thip  and  cai^o  to  be  restortd  and  deliv- 
ered hina,  aod  a  p^cort  granted  for  him  to  pro- 
ceed lo  Balabano  and  lake  pouession  thereof. 

ThatfoT  this  purpOM  he  proceeded  toBatabino, 
and  OD  his  arriTil  there,  the  24ih  of  Jane,  he  pre- 
senied  his  passport  and  order  (o  the  coromanaBat 
there,  who  Bent  witb  him  an  officer  and  two  sol- 
diers to  esecule  the  said  order  and  give  him  po«- 
seasioD  of  his  said  ship.  That  accordio^lf,  on  the 
25tb  day  of  June,  he  received  possession  of  his 
said  ship,  and  un  ezaminHliou  thereof,  and  of  her 
cargo,  there  was  a  deficiency  of  the  foUowing 
articles,  which  had  been  plundered  from  her  since 
the  capinre  aforeuid,  to  wit :  two  boats,  a  airing 
cable,  three  anchors,  two  new  top-sail*,  a  new 
foresail,  four  studding  sails,  two  royals,  several 
spats,  all  ber  spate  lunning-rigging,  all  her  cabin 
furniture  and  water  castu,  oxides  blocks,  and 
many  other  smaU  articles,  and  from  her  eari^o, 
ninety-siz  whole  puncheons  of  rum,  there  being 
only  eighly-lbree  remaining  on  board,  and  many 
of  these  wanting  from  ten  to  Gdy  gallons,  so  that 
this  deponent  ronpeives  that  the  contents  of  the 
said  eighty'three  puncheons  would  not  more  than 
fill  siity. 

That  an  acconni  was  preseuted  to  him  at  Bata- 
bano,  aeaiost  said  ship,  of  opwards  of  nine  hun- 
dred dollais,  fur  various  articles  which  had  been 
taken  np  upon  the  credit  of  the  said  ship  hy 
Frenchman  who  captured  her,  which  this  ae^_ 
nent  was  obliged  to  saiisfv  before  he  was  suffered 
to  depart  with  his  said  ship.  That  on  the  12th 
day  of  July  instant,  he  departed  in  and  witb  the 
said  ship  from  the  bay  of  Balabano,  and  arrived  at 
this  port  of  Havana  on  the  26th  day  of  July  in- 
stant, withont  any  material  accident  happenlog, 
and  came  to  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor, 
not  being  permitted  to  come  on  with  said  ship  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  himself  with  the  neces- 
sary stores,  cables,  &e.,  to  proceed  on  his  voyage 
to  Norfolk,  aforesaid,  whither  be  is  boand. 

And  the  aforesaid  Charles  H.  Simmons 

Edward  Lowrie,  depose  and  declare  that  all  and 

I     every  the  matters  and  things  set  forth  and  declared 

.    by  the  said  John  Evans  in  the  preceding  declara- 

I    tion,  lelaiinK  to  the  capture  of  the  said  ship,  and 

I    the  deficiency  therein  staled  of  her  cargo,  apparel, 

furniture,  dte^are,  to  their  knowledge,  just  and  trae. 

That  they  were  detained  on  board  said  ship 

.    after  the  capture,  and  held  prisoner*  on  board, 

:    frequently  wanting  fur  the  necessaries  of  life,  ua- 

I     til  she  was  given  up  to  the  said   Captain  Evans, 

I     as  stated  in  nis  declaration. 

I         That  before  the  said  ship  waa  taken  into  Bata- 

I     bano,  she  was  brought  to  anchor  by  the  said  pri- 

I     vateersmen  upon  the  coast  of  Cuba,  about  tan 

leagues  to  the  west  ead  of  the  aaid  port  of  Bata- 

bauo,  where  they  took  from  her  cargo  a.jiamber 

of  punchaona  of  nun,  and  pat  them  on  beard  i^ 

I     a  ichoaner.    ■ 


That  the  said  ship  was  again  brought  to  anchor 
before  her  arrival  at  Batabano,  about  one  league 
from  the  port,  where  the  aaid  privaleeramen  also 
took  from  her  cargo  a  number  of  puncheons  of 
rum,  and  put  them  on  board  a  Spanish  sloop,  which 
these  deponents  understood  belonged  to  the  King's 
pilot  at  Batabano,  who  assisted  the  said  privateers- 
en  in  the  robbery. 

That  on  the  said  ship's  arrival  at  Baiiabano,  a 
nnmber  of  puncheons  of  ram  were  then  taken  out 
of  said  ship,  anit  carried  on  shore  by  the  said  pri- 
vateenmen,  assisted  by  some  Spaniards  on  shore, 
who,  during  the  said  ship's  remaining  there,  night 
after  ni^bt,  smnirgled  on  shore  from  the  said  ship 
quantities  of  ram,  which  they  drew  from  the  pun- 
cheons on  board  into  small  Ve^s.  That  the  said 
Frenchmen  and  Spaniards  daily  plundered  the 
rigging  and  furtiiture  of  said  ship  and  were  very 
abasive  aitd  gave  mnch  ill  treatment  to  these 
deponents. 

JOHN  EVANS, 
CHA8.  H.  SIMMONS,  Jr. 
EDWARD  LOWRIE. 
And  the  said  John  Evans  having  applied  to  me, 
the  aaid  Consni,  to  make  his  protest  in  the  prem- 
ises, I  have  granted  this  public  certificate  thereof, 
to  serve  and  avail  him,  and  all,  in  the  premises 
aforesaid,  as  occasion  may  require. 

Wherefore,  the  ntid  John  Evans,  in  behalf  of 
himself,  the  freighters,  owners,  and  all  others  con- 
cerned in  the  said  vessel  and  cargo,  doth,  and  I, 
the  said  Consul,  at  bis  desire,  do,  by  ttiese  presents, 
protest,  aa  well  against  the  commander,  officers, 
and  crew,  of  the  aforementioned  privateer,  as 
against  every  person  and  persons  concerned  there- 
in, for  the  capture  of  the  said  vessel,  and  the  rob- 
bery and  plunder  committed  upon  tlie  said  vessel 
ana  cargo,  for  all  damages  losses,  costs,  and  ex- 
penses already  sustaineif  or  which  shall  or  may 
nereafler  be  sustained,  suffered  and  iactirred  in  the 
premises  on  account  thereof. 

Doneaad  protested  in  the  city  of  Havana,  agree- 
ably to  mercantile  laws  in  such  cases  used  and 
approved  of. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponents  have 
hereunto  subscribed  their  names,  and  I,  the  said 
consul,  have  hereunto  tcl  my  hand  and  affixed 
my  consular  seal,  this  second  day  of  August,  ia 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eizht  hundred 
and  five,  and  of  the  independence  ofihe  United 
States  the  thirtieth. 

HENRY  HILL,  Jr. 

St.  Juam,  (Porto  Rieo,) 

Se^enber  12, 1806. 

Sir:  Wbea  depredations  on  neutral  property 
by  Poweti  at  war  becomes  the  order  of  the  day, 
when  no  respect  is  psid  to  existing  treaties,  I  con- 
ceive ita  duty  incumbent  on  every  individual  to 
note  every  such  infringement,  and  to  give  advice 
of  it  to  the  Executive  of  thai  Qoveroment  to 
which  he  belongs. 

Aa  I  am  unaccustomed  to  a  forensic  style,  I 
afaall  simply  relate  my  own  case,  and  whatever 
has  CMBS  under  my  immediate  observation  duriuc 
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ind.    I  Ian  Norrolk  oo 

._    .e  brig  Catbarine,  bonnd 

foi  ibe  island  of  Aniigua,  ladea  wilh  a  eargo  o( 
prorisioDs  and  lumber,  where  I  arived,  aDiiiold 
Hid  cargo.  I  left  Aoligua  on  the  29th  of  Julf, 
with  a  reiucD  cargo,  bound  back  to  Norfolk;  od 
the  4[li  August,  in  latitude  23  deg.  10  mio.  nvrtb, 
JoDgitude  65  deg.  vesicas  captured  by  theFrencb 
brig  called  Oeaeral  Blanshot,  John  Baptisie  de 
BruD,  commarider,  aod  tent  into  ose  of  the  porta 
■I  the  west  end  of  this  island.  The  privateci 
plundered  me  of  my  stores  and  ship's  provitioD* 
and  part  of  the  cargo.  The  *euet  was  imniedi- 
Btely  stripped  of  her  sails  and  rigging  and  seu 
ashore ;  my  people  taken  oai,  put  oa  board  of  an- 
other vessel,  and  tent  out  of  the  island.  Under 
these  circumstaocea  1  came  to  the  eilT  and  ap- 
plied to  the  OoTemor,  requesting  his  interference; 
itatiog  to  him  that  my  papers  were  perfectly  nw- 
utsT,  and  that  my  capture  was  of  course  illegJ; 
and  1  likewise  RiqtMMad  him  to  order  security  to 
be  givan  for  the  amount  of  my  brig  and  car^o,  as 
the  agent  of  the  said  prtTataer  was  a  resident 
merchant  of  this  city.  But  all  my  repteienlatioa 
has  been  to  no  effect;  he  has  aUalatetj  refused 
to  take  cognizance  of  my  business.  My  papers 
remain  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Daubon,  the  agent  of 
the  captors.  I  may  be  detained  h«e  nuuiy  montkt 
lo  come,  and  the  vessel  and  cargo  exposed  to  a 
tout  toss.  My  trial,  if  any  I  am  to  have,  must 
be,  by  the  determination  of  this  ChiTrmmeBt, 
either  at  Martinique  or  Guadaloupe;  tbas,  tuder 
the  present  circumstances,  this  island  may  became 
the  asylum  of  pirates  and  robbers.  No  pretence  has 
been  given  for  mj  capture  ;  as  I  came  from  ao 
Engliso  island  1  might  have  English  property  on 
board.  At  the  time  of  my  capture,  my  cabin  bay 
was  carried  on  board  the  privateer  and  put  in 
irons,  threatened  with  severe  chastiaemeni  nnlr— 
be  would  declare  that  speeie  waa  deposited 
aome  part  of  the  vesseL  This  attempt  proving 
fruitless,  I  now  (in  all  probability)  must  be  the 
victim  of  measures  dictated  by  men  without  prin- 
ciples of  honesty  or  honor.  Thus  far  aa  relates 
to  myself.  1  sh^l  now  take  the  liberty  of  relating 
to  you  some  other  particulars  that  have  come  ua- 
der  my  observation.  At  my  arrival  at  tha  port 
of  my  entry  on  the  west  end  of  tha  island,  I  found 
at  anchor  the  brig  Susanna,  of  Portland,  HaiM, 
the  captain's  name  I  do  not  recollect ;  said  bri^ 
arrived  the  day  before  and  priae  to  the  same  pi< 
vateer ;  she  woe  fi«m  Portland  bound  to  Jamaica, 
and  was  taken  on  her  outward  bound  passage, 
with  a  cargo  of  fish  and  lumber ;  said  brig  was 
immediately  unloaded  and  ballasted  with  sand, 
asd,  without  more  ceremony,  the  cajitain  and 
erew  of  said  vessel  were  sbippM  oS,  wuh  a  very 
•canty  supply  of  provisions,  and  left  to  seucb  foe 
the  first  port  ther  could  make.  On  the  4th  is- 
stani,  arrived  the  brig  Polly,  of  TivertoB,  Rhode 
Island,  Captain  Trip }  andon  theStk  •— — ■  •'■- 


aattle  and  horses,  and  provisions  on  th«  deck. 
They  are  prizes  to  a  Spanish  xebeck,  fren  Cadiz, 
tiound  to  Vera  Crux.    The  oapuina  Un  ttiU  u 


boMrd  with  tbeit  uews,  and  nay  taiaih 
many  days  (o  corner  while  the  nfUjh 
agent  ai«  prosecntiof  every  Besnn  iiiH 
condeDUiBtioB  of  said  vtsswu  livfolp^ 


U.  B.  CoNBDLAH  Ornci,  GAnHa: 
P  ..On  this  13th  day  of  Septtmkl^^l 
L'"'-J  sonally  appeared  in  my  CoDiolui;! 
the  Uaiied  States  of  America,  Mi  jlce. 
mander  of  the  sloop  Ras^r,  bcloDiium 
Goverameot  of  the  aforemd  DDJiedSiL^d 
John  Thompson,  maker's  milecaioid 
sloop  Ranger  who,  after  being  iworiniia 
Evangelists,  aid  declare  joiailyindareilT  J 
npeaking  for  himself,  that  theyniWsKid 
:aid  vessel  from  Boston  in  AmerieiinWl 
the  81st  day  of  July  last,  on  ik  i8«iii«i| 
Government,  in  company  Tilh  AtAofln", 
let,  commanded  by  Capnia  Bnj«i», 
wiih  whom  they  parted  companrii^'™' 
their  leaving  Boston,  by  stress  »f  m*.    . 

That,  00  fte  23d  of  August  lutlej-* 
tude  40''  3?  north,  and  tongiwd!  PS"' 
schooner  came  up  with  them,  BWti^^,!* 
with  sixteen  blunderbusjes,  snJitai^K 
men,  who,  although  the  Amtimaw"' 
flying  on  board  the  Ranger,  icii  mcw"™ 
to,  fired  three  bsoadsidesai  net  »i***3 
any  colors,  ordering  Captain  AilaiiiF»««; 
them,  which  he  did;  they  tlifnoB"" 
the  sloop  Ranger,  broke  optn  Ctm  ^^ 
cbest  and  trunk,  taking  from  wfO^. . 
shirts,  a  suit  of  uniform,  six  p«it  sJ^^'l^: 
cotton  stockings,  twelve  handktrckufc^« 
iackeu,  three  white  dimity  w»iMB»"H^ 
bats,  two  pair  new  shoes,  and  l«eV'S 

fmtalooDB,  a  spy-glass,  sixty ■uir«P*"7r 
utter,  cheese,  pork,  and  oih«  *f«»'!: 
stores  ;  likewise,  the  doctor's  '•"-'"T,. 
some  of  the  men's  clotheiand  noMji'*'^ 
ter  from  the  Oovemor  of  M»ll»,«ni  x* 
papers.  ,^fi 

That  the  commander  and  n«»"^ 
schooner  privateer  behaved  in  »  =1*,... 
and  abusive  manner,  and  they  '"'%:,;■■ 
appearance,  language,  drew,  M  '^j^.:,. 
been  Spaniards  ;  wherefore,  thefimi^^. 
ration  and  protest,  not  only  fof1'<«^j,, 
mitted,  but  also  for  the  iniull  ihowii  U"* 
der  which  they  .aUed.  ^^  f^u%, 
JOHN  THOUg 
Sworn  and  declared  the  d'T  «*J,%^i 

Eitr«tof»l*tterfrom  Gotww  ^^^^ 

bM&e,  to  the  BtatlMiJ  of  *«■  rfi 

NiwO«iui»,*»"' 

Ifa.  Ji»pb  CbSTim, lua—i'"!^, 
Fort  St.  Stepheiii,  tofoimuw  n«  ^ 
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APPBNDIX. 

RtiaKonM  vtih  Spain. 


Jaintiry  oFpeltrf,  &o.,  readjrfor  exportatimii  ibiI 
esiring  that  1  would  nwke  amngeineiitB  wkh 

\  the  SpanUb  aatboTiiies  lo  secure  to  articlet  to 
and  from  tha  factorf  a  pawage  free  from  iotet- 
mptioD  or  duliea,  I  addressed  lo  Ibe  Goveroor  of 

'  West  Flctfida,  (who  ii  now  tn  thii  eitf,)  a  letter 
of  which  tbfl  aaeloaed  No.  1  is  a  eopr,  and  on  tbia 
daf  I  leeeired  aa  answer,  of  wbioa  No,  3  ia  a 
eop]r.  From  tbew  doonmeRt^  you  will  disoorer 
thai  ihe  inleratt  of  the  faelory  is,  in  a  meMun, 
subjected  to  the  caprice  of  a  Spanuh  o&ett. 

No.  1. 
Cop;  of  ■  lettai  fiom  Qo*aviir  ChibonM  M  Oovent* 
FiJch,  dated 
Naw  Orlkanb,  Monk  7, 18M. 

Sib  :  The  Preudmt  of  the  United  States,  with 
a  Tiew  to  preserve  a  good  understaDdioE  with  the 
Choctaw  iDdians,  has  eitaMished  a  laciory  <» 
tmding-house  at  Fort  St.  Stephens,  on  the  Tom- 
bigbee  river.  The  goods  iraosmilted  to  this  fac- 
tory, and  the  peltry,  <kc.,  exported  iherafrom,  are 
Ihe  property  of  the  United  States,  and  I  persuade 
myself  thai,  on  thdr  passa^  by  way  ot  Mobile, 
BO  dnties  will  be  eiacied,  or  ioterraptioii  offered, 
by  Ihe  auihorilies  of  Spain. 

I  b^  leave  to  Temind  your  Excellency  that,  by 
a  treaty  between  the  UDtt«d  Statae  and  ffis  Cath- 
olic Majesty,  ibey_  are  mutually  bound  to  restrain 
the  laiTiaaB  within  their  respective  limits  from 
committing  hostiUlies  against  the  adjacent  telile- 
menis  of  either  Power. 

The  protpBrity^  therdbre,  of  the  factory  at  Fort 
St.  Stqthens  is  utereetiag  to  both  our  nations, 
■ioee  (he  infineDoe  which  the  American  Ooveni- 
nent  may  acquire  ia  the  Choctaw  coannils  will 
be  used  not  only  to  secure  ptaoa  and  safety  to 
OUT  own  frontiers,  bat  to  the  domsions  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty. 

Accept  the  asauraacw  of  ny  gnat  respeet  and 
high  considoratieo. 

WM.  C.  C.  GLAIBORNB. 

His  Bx'cy  Oov.  Foloh. 


No.  S. 


Maboh  19, 18M. 

Bib  :  In  order  to  answer  your  letter  of  the 
7th  iosian^  with  due  pn|iriety,  and  according 
to  the  spinl  «f  the  KvnA  ordeia  prcrailinf  W  ih« 
subject,  I  coDinlied  iM  ImeBdani,  Mr.  John  D. 
MonUei,  who  has  fiv«o.na  Us  o^ioa  in  tha 
followiog  temia: 

"  My  (Miiniof^  sir,  re^)eotiag  ibe  particulars  re- 
lated in  QoTvrnor  Claiborne's  leiltr  to  yoa,  is, 
that  we  cannot  deviate  from  the  order  given  to 
us  by  His  Catholic  M^esty,  which  I  have  trans- 
cribed 10  you  in  mv  last,  of  the  Stb  instant.  For 
the  same  reason,  when  His  E^xcellency,  QenerU 
WilkiosoD,  requested  to  allow  the  pass  of  two 
American  vessels,  me  in  the  Spriu,  the  other  in 
the  Fall,  which  I  did  not  gno^  ud  His  U^euy 


approved  my  conduct,  and  caused  the  treaty  lobe 
carried  into  execntton." 

These  eimimstaDees  will  convince  your  Kx- 
celleney  that  it  is  nolinmy  power  to  comply  with 
yottr  rnweti  however,  I  will  represent  the  case 
to  Ihe  King,  and  inform  yon  of  lh«  result  as  soon 
as  possiUe. 

Accept  assDranoea  of  my  respect  and  consider- 
ation. F.  FCHL.CH. 

Rii  Ex'cy  Oor.  CLATBOnNs. 

Eitnut  of  a  letter  fiom  Joseph  Chambers,  United 
State*  &clor,  to  tha  Secistai;  of  War,  dated 
Choctaw  Ta^niao-BooBB, 
AprU  11, 1S04, 
"  It  may  not  be  impn^er  in  me  to  state,  that  it 
will  be  impossible  for  me  to  cooiinue  the  irading- 
house  on  the  river  Toubigbee,  and  to  afibrd  to 
the  Indians  that  friendly  accommodaitoa  intended 
by  the   GFovernment,  without  incurring  certain 
loss,  unless  we  are  ^wedily  freed  from  the  heavy 
exactioQ  of  twelve  per  centum  demanded  by  tha 
Spanish  officers  at  Mobile,  on  all  exports  that 
pass  this  port,  and  the  same  on  impoits,  making 
logetber  nearly  one-fourth  per  sent" 


New  Obleaub^  Aprii  20. 1804. 
"  In  eoDrormity  with  my  ad  vice,  Jose  p>n  Cham- 
bers, United  States  factor  for  the  Choctaw  nfttioa, 
has  shipped  a  quantity  of  peltry  for  Philadelphia, 
f  via  New  Orleans.)  On  ihe  passage  of  the  peltry 
down  the  Mobile  river,  a  duty  web  demanded  by 
the  Spanish  officers  at  the  town  of  Mobile,  and 


whicli  Mr.  Chambers  paid,  not.  however,  without 
entering  a  protest  aeaiDst  tb 
of  which  I  now  enclose 


It  the  proceeding,  a  copy 


"Borne  provisions  sent  by  the  contractor  from 
this  eiiy  to  Fort  Stoddert  were  also  detained  at 
Mobile,  until  e  duty  pf  iwelve  per  cent  was  paid 
thereon ;  dnties  are  also  exacted  on  all  exports 
pBssioK  down  the  Mobile,  and  paid  very  reluct- 
antly by  our  citizens. 

"  The  Spaniards  are  forti^iog  Pensacols.  auA 
Ihe  town  or  Mobile;  at  the  fbrmer  place  there  ia 
to  be  stationed  fire  or  six  hundred  men,  and  at  the 
Uitel  a  batulion  of  artfllery,  and  one  company 
of  dragoons  are  now  employed." 

Prowetorjoeeidi  ChiBben,  Unitei  Btatea  farion, 
WheraM,  by  the  order  of  the  pnper  oAcen  of 
the  l3o«BTMMBt  of  th«  United  atates  of  Ameriea, 
sixty  bales,  three  h<9eheBds,  tnd  one  barrel  ef  pet 
tries  and  fma,  the  (ffoperiy  of  said  GorcrnmeDt, 
collected  at  the  Qovenmental  Imding^bouw,  e»- 
taUisked  by  Mttbnrfly,  for  the  n-iendly  accommo- 
dation of  uie  Choctaw  nation  of  IndiaDs,  w«a 
dJKoetsd  to  be  trvneponed  from  the  a^d  iradiogi- 
house,  in  tha  eoaniy  (rf  Wa^iagton,  Mississippi 
Territory,  by  deseeMKng  the  Tombigbee  or  Mo- 
bile river,  and  from  ihnce  to  the  city  of  PhiU- 
ddphia,in  Ihe  Atlantie  pan  of  the  United  Stales, 
(via  NewOrleua.)    The  and  ctrgo  of  pelttiw 
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Alotiow  wtfA  iS^Nttn. 


■Dd  fun,  being  OD 
mouib  of  ibe  said  .  ..  , 
officers  of  Hu  Mott  Catholic  Majeatf  itae  Kjhk  of 
Spain  did  at  thu  post  demaad  a  dutf  of  twelve 
per  centuia  upon  their  esiicoaied  rtlue  of  Mid 
cargo,  to  be  paid  for  the  lue  of  Hia  Majeitf,  aod 
it  wat  then  made  koowa  and  pruperljr  certified  lo 
the  Hid  effiean,  that  ibe  raid  MUnes  and  fun 
were  the  ftaptttj  of  the  Uoitea  States,  and  wa* 
theo  OD  its  passage  from  one  part  tberec^  lo  ano- 
ther. Notwithi landing  which,  the  said  officers 
did  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  one 
tbotuand  eight  hundred  and  four,  detain  and  slop 
the  said  cargo  at  the  said  poet  of  Mobile,  and  did 
then  and  there  refuse  to  permit  it  lo  proceed  on 
its  passage,  nntil  the  said  dutr  of  twelve  per  cent- 
am.  amonating  to  one  hundred  and  eighty -two 
dollars  and  siity-eight  cents,  was  paid. 

Now,  the  aodenigned  agent  of  the  United 
Slates,  hariDg  paid  the  aforesaid  sam  of  one  hun- 
dred  snd  eishif-two  dollars sixlf-eight cents;  not 
admitting  ine  right  of  His  Most  Cslholie  Majes- 
ty's olficers  to  exact  or  impose  the  aforesaid  duty 
im  manner  abd  form  aforeitaid,  cannot  suffer  a 
procMding  to  nnaeeommodatinf,  and  appareoity 
nnjns^  to  pass  with  tacit  acquiescence,  and  in 
ccHDpliance  with  his  obligaiions  be  eoten  this  his 
ranoostrance  and  solemn  protest 

Because,  the  exaction  of  a  duty  upon  the  pron- 
cny  of  a  Oovernioeat  passing  upon  navigable 
waters,  (which  are  the  common  hij^hwafs  of  na- 
tarc,)  from  one  part  of  >a  territories  to  anoiher, 
althoof  h  this  passage  might  intersect  tbe  limits 
of  a  different  Oovernmeut,  is  in  violation  of  a 
right  which  ooghl  not  to  be  questioned  by  na- 
tions friendlv  to  each  oiher. 

Because,  His  Most  Catholic  Hajeatj  has  mani' 
fested  a  disposition  friendly,  liberal,  and  just,  to- 
ward the  Qoveroment  of  liie  United  Slates,  and 
the  Cbief  Uagist rates  of  each  nation  have  muco- 
aJly  cultivatM  peace,  harmony,  and  good  will,  be- 
tween their  respective  citizens  and  subjects,  it  it 
therefore  supposed  that  this  profzeeding  is  without 
Hia  Majesty's  orders  or  hit  knowledge,  and  that  it 
baa  probably  emanated  from  tbe  same  source  from 
which  the  unauthorized  act  of  shutting  the  port 
of  New  Orleans  agBiniit  the  United  Stales'  right  of 
deposit,  in  the  year  one  tbootand  eight  hundred 
fend  two,  proceeded.  That  the  proceedings  afore- 
aaid  may  be  duly  made  known  to  His  Most  Cath- 
olic Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  and  lo  tbe  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  thereby 
I  the  lobjeet  of  prt^m  invetligatioD,  this 

jtnuee  and  protest  i*  made  and  delirered 

to  Colonel  MaxuniUan  Maisant,  eaOhuaBdaai  po- 
litical and  military  at  Mobile. 
Done^t  Mobile,  this  13lh  April,  18H. 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS, 
igtat  lo  ttu  Okoofaw  tmdinf  kouie. 

Copy  of  a  Isttu  fi«a  Joaa|^  Chambas,  Uuitad  Mates 
fcclot,  lo  lhaS*<»Uty  of  War,  dated 

CaOOTAW  TRADIRO-BOiraB, 

HoBtrKiM-rooPA,  Dec  IS.  ISOi. 
Sir  :  Enclosed  herewith  is  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Miehad  Aelava,  eoUectoc  of  the  emiomt  at 


the  port  of  Mobile,  to  me,  and-my  replyibsno^ 
bis  letter  and  the  vessels  with  the  goodt  I  hi  ii 
Fort  Sioddert,  on  my  way  to  Mobilt.  Ikire 
earnestly  to  solicit  you  will  direct  me  bovig^ 
ceed  io  the  particular  business  to  which  lhrstl» 
ters  relate,  also,  to  give  iDslractioiiif«'nir{«' 
ernmeat,  eenerally,  in  my  inlerconne  *itl  \k 
Spanish  officer*  at  Mobile,  foi  yonr  liWiieMe 
wonld  relieve  me  from  much  aDiitty,  unuigd 
my  fean,  that,  by  acting  froin  nj  antait 
I,  Imay  commit  errors, ordoihiipttugifti 
meet  your  approbation ;  incrtased  hiriiuca 
and  obstacles  are  given  by  tb«  Sftiiih iinni[ 
~  lie  to  this  bouse ;  altnonjrb  joitiu  kauh 
that  I  shall  Mare  that  Michael  Aeiin,nllKW, 
has  been  very  civil  and  respectfoliatlieneein 
of  what  he  suits  to  be  the  dniictofUttCKui 
the  orders  of  his  superior  officers. 

There  will  be  a  considerable  qauliijiif^ 

and  fur  to  remit  the  eniuine  SpiigAw^ 

'  DUse;  if  a  duly  is  to  be  allowed  unbiSjaiiu^ 

Don  iis  passage  by  Mobile,  I  miui  kImisM 

ith  tbe  means  to  meet  il    1,  liiivna,Juia 

myself  that  we  will  in  a  very  ihoitiiathintL' 

and  unfettered  navigation  of  UElbliilEmff. 

have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  perfmit^ 

and  attaohment,  your  most  obe<lieiiihiintlr» 

vaot,  JOSEPH  CHAWBaS. 

Qen.  DsAaaoBii,  Secrttary  tf  Vv. 


Copy  of  a  letter 


(torn    Miduel  Adm  ■  M^ 
Chanbeis,  dsl^ 


Sm:  From  what  Mr.  SmithprcitroiKln' 
stand,  I  have  expected,  since  6B**ifha,MM^ 
seen  yoB  beret  the  weather  aorkai'"'^'^ 
I  do  not  wish  to  deuin  tbe  vM^  ^i.  MilB 
hasboatkd  himself  to  me  iop»jik«*w«';? 
goods  at  the  end  of  the  year  if  OonnB  t*" 
doe*  not  free  them  {  infull  asiiiniMi^il'"' 
to  do  with  B  man  of  honor,  and  tbst  JM  rUt- 
quietce  to  tbe  above  condiliwisi  m^"*** 
venient  for  you  to  coma  doirny«i««!l*'j' 
make  out  an  obligation,  {.in  Ike  ■«•«'■■■ 
Smith  has  done,)  for  what  goodi  btbi  nm 
and  send  it  to  me  as  soon  as  powible,  '""<' 
He  officer  I  most  always  havedoeunnn!'** 

lam,  with  considetalioBaadeitnis,T'V 
obedient  .ervant,  m.  AEUU 

awMMenJ,  NJafMC  to  M«  oMntdiM  ^  •« '*^ 


Aelsva,  CoUertor  of  ths  CosWas,  si  * 

FoBTSTO00ERT,ito.W,^^ 

Sim!  I  bad  Ibe  honor  to  rec««  TfJ^ 
the  80th  current,  yesterdsv.  H'l-w^X 
known,  that  ]  did  at  Mobile,  in  AP""^K 
airainst  (he  right  to  eiacl  duties  fwm  ""/'^ 
Slates,  for  its  properly  passing  by  *ii".nr. 
of  its  ports  to  inoihef,  Vl^Mgh,  .n  «cb  J* 
it  might  iaiertect  the  lerriiory  of  "«°  j-^ 
emuenl ;  therefore,  there  was  no  pom  • 
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Rtlatiom  with  j^wan. 


nace  or  eveo  probable  upMtatuw,  that  I  would 
'  coDseol  to,  or  acqaieace  in  ihe  decision  of  Oov«r- 
noT  Fohh,  oolf  00  thUqnaitioa.  Further,  it  will 
be  recolleeled  oy  lb e  commands Dt,  Capl.  Oaorno, 
Colonel  Idaxent,  and  Mr.  Bimpson,  that  I  did  at 
thai  time  refute  to  *ign  h  bond  for  duties,  (but  the 
necessity  of  the  case  only  induced  me  to  pay.  the 
duties  then  demanded,)  consequently,  a  Dond 
could,  or  ooghl.  not  lo  be  expected  from  me  in  this 
instance,  to  authorize  the  passage  of  public  goods, 
for  the  Indian  trading-house,  and  the  lodian  pres- 
ents, and  more  especially  when  we  take  into  ' 
the  fifth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  San  Loren:  . 
Real  of  the  27ih  October,  1795,  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Ihe  King  of  Spain,  and  which  the 
stoppage  ot  these  goods,  might,  perhaps,  hare 
tended  to  counteract.  Here  I  quoted  Ihe  article. 
Vide  treaty,  article  Q. 

The  United  Stales  hare  anflered  Spanish  sub- 
jects, for  their  own  private  account  and  iaierest, 
to  faroish  the  Indians  within  their  limits  wilb 
merchandise  without  tax  or  hindranoe. 

The  Spanish  GbTernmeat,byitaofficersat  U<^ 
bile,  have  levied  and  demandM  •pprttaive  taxes 
on  the  properlv  of  the  United  States,  which  pro- 
perly or  mercnaDdise  was  exprenly  intendea  by 
the  American  GoverameDt  for  the  humane  and 
benevolent  purposes  of  cultivating  peace,  friend- 
ship, and  good  will,  between  the  Indians  within 
their  limits  and  the  white  people^  and  also  to 

firomoie  the  civilization  and  happmess  of  these 
ndians. 

Under  Ihe  foiegoing  eircnmatances,  no  bond 
eonid,  or  will  be  given  by  me,  without  tspceta 
orders  from  the  Oovernment  under  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  act.  No  gieat  public  accommoda- 
tion (Rix  it  is  the  Oovemtueui  only  that  is  inter-, 
ested)  is  recrfved  by  the  permission  for  these 
goods  to  pass;  aAer  some  of  them  had  been  de- 
tained one  month,  or  thereabonta,  without  any  no- 
tice being  given  for  what  cause,  and,  kaowiog.  as 
I  presuuM  was  known  and  well  understood,  that 
they  were  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and 
consequently,  they  must  have  been  permitted  to 
pass  as  their  property  only,  withoni  any  relation 
ID  my  individuaf  honor  or'  interest,  and  upon  the 
Governmental  responsibility.  I  feel  confident  that 
the  American  Qoremment  will  cause  jastice  to 
be  done  toward  you  at  an  officer,  for  the  friendly 
accommodation  intended  them  by  the  forward- 
roeni  of  ibeir  veasds.  I  shall  senda  copy  of  your 
letter,  and  of  this,  to  the  proper  officara  of  Qov- 
ernment.  also  inform  them  of  the  reipeelful  man- 
ner in  wnich  yon  have  exercised  thedniiet  (hT  yoitr 
office  in  vonr  eoneems  with  me.    I  am,  &e. 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS. 

Goremar  ClailmrDS  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
New  OBLBAXgj  AMg.  7, 1805. 
Sir  :  In  my  commuoicatioo  of  the  S9ih  ultimo, 
was  cDctosed  a  letter  to  me,  fram  the  Marquis  of 
Casa  Calvo,  (soliciting  that  Spanish  officers  now 
in  this  territory  may  b«  exempted  from  the  pay- 
ment of  the  municipal  tax,)  together  with  a  copy 
of  my  Biuwjer  thwato. 


I  now  have  the  honor  to  tranamit  yon  a  second 
letter  from  the  Marquis  on  the  same  subject,  to- 
gether with  a  list  of  the  oSieais  alluded  to,  and  if 
It  be  not  improper,  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  yont 
sentiments  as  to  the  propriety  of  theexemptioa 
solicited ;  my  own  opinion  is,  "  that  the  offiaers 
geaerally  who  possess  property  within  this  territory 
are  liable  lo  taxation ;  nor  can  exemption  be  made 
in  favor  of  the  Marquis  and  the  members  of  bia 
familr,  until  he  shall  have  been  recomised  by  the 
Presiaeot  as  an  ageni  of  Spain."  You,  no doub^ 
will  be  surprised  to  find  so  many  foreign  offioerv 
in  this  city ;  the  fact  is,  sir,  they  are  wedded  to 
Louisiana,  aad  necessity  alone  will  induce  them 
to  depart.  1  have  repeatedly,  by  tetter  and  verbal- 
It,  informed  the  Maiquii,  that  the  continuance  in 
this  territory  "  of  so  many  Spanish  officera,  ao 
long  beyond  the  right  occasion  for  it,"  was  not 
seen  with  approbation,  and  urged  their  departure. 
The  Marquis  has  as  often  assured  me  of  his  dispo- 
sition to  comply  with  my  wishn,  but  you  will 
SsTceive  that  the  ineonveniecce  is  not  vet  reme- 
ied. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 
your  humble  servant, 

WM.  C.  C.  CLAIBORNE. 
Juus  Ui.niBOK,  Secretary  nf  Slate. 

To  Iba  GoremM  of  the  Teniloi;  of  New  OriMiM. 
New  Oslbahb,  Aug.  2, 180S. 
Sib  ;  In  cimsequence  of  the  letter  your  Excd- 
lencv  has  been  pleased  to  write  to  me,  relating  lo 
the  aoubt  which- 1  manifested  concerning  ihe  per- 
sons employed  in  ihe  commission  of  limits,  and 
other  subjects  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  who  ate 
yst  in,  but  about  to  depart  from  this  pforiooe,  I 
enclose  to  your  Excellency  Iheliit  of  persona  woo 
now  compMe  the  said  commission,  tcgether  with 
thai  of  the  individuals  who  are  about  t«  depart 
from  this  country,  as  soon  as  their  basinesa  there- 
in shall  be  terminated,  and  also,  that  of  the  retired 
individnals,  and  of  the  widows  on  pensions.  wb» 
may  remain  in  this  provinoe.  May  yonr  Excel- 
lency live  many  years. 

DE  CASA  CALTO. 
I  do  certify  ibe  above  translation. 

MORBAU  LISLET,  hUrjmsler. 

A  Uat  ef  the  indMdnak  eoDpoaat  ths  espeditioii  of 
'"•the  limits  of  the  Pravinca  of  Lowakna,  aa  epptovad 

-W  His  Cadioho  Husaty's  order  «f  Ihe  SOdi  Anawt, 

18H. 

Principal  OfflBmiauoner — The  Brigadier  Qen- 
eral  Marquis  de  Casa  Calvo. 

Associate  Commissioner — Lieutenant  Colond 
Don  Joseph  Martinez  de  Croxa,  brigade  migor  in 
*^e  corps  of  eoaineers. 

Secretary— The  Commissarf  at  War  ad  hono- 
rat,  Don  Andrew  Lopes  Armeelo. 

Clerk — The  first  sergeant  of  the  regiment  of 
the  Havana,  Antonio  Nlartinez. 

Captain — Don  Nieholas  PinieL 

Captain  in  the  army — Don  Stephen  Minor. 

Capwin  in  the  nilitia— Doa  Thinnas  Powei. 
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Cb«pliiB— Don  Setatttan  OlK. 

Bargeon— Doo  Joachim  Ablaodedo. 

Commtnder  of  the  escoriiag  itoop>— Don  B*- 
BJcBo  Qareior  CklderOD,  adjutant  in  tbf  regiment 
•TliotiistaDa. 

Sffvntnt  of  the  nni«— Joho  B.  Dda  bi  Ctw, 
witb  a  corporal  and  ten  ^nadicn. 

Adjutant— Dim  Ipiatiai  VtmuaAtx,  adjutant 
of  tbe  regime*!  of  LoDiiiaAa. 

Ottoer  of  the  terenire — Don  John  Taia. 

Clerk  of  lh«  same — Don  Felix  Tala,  hta  ton. 

Sorfeon  of  the  Hoapital— Don  Femaado  Ho- 

TCDO. 

Comraandn  of  the  gallioi  and  nasller  boat^— 
Don  AnthoBr  Molina.  . 

Carpenter — Hanod  Quilleinaia. 

Note. — That,  fw  the  pnrnoM  of  jnrehaaiRf 
of  timher  for  the  oarr,  itte  loBTtfa  officer  of  the 


place. 

A.  LOPBZ  AKMKSro,  Seentary. 
MORBAU  LI8LEY,  Meryreter. 
Nbt  Oblbam*,  Jtdy  30, 1805. 


A«mnflTn&it«M  of  txi  Kiito^  KcrBinrB. 

1.  Don  lolm  Tentvra  Morales,  pajrmaater  geH' 
«ral  of  the  arm^,  Inie  Intendant  pro  tempore  in 
thii  proTinec. 

8.  Don  Gilbert  Leonard,  treasurer  of  the  army, 
late  paymaater  general  pro  tempore  in  the  Mid 
proTtnee. 

3.  DonMannelArmirec,  treasurer jmrfemporv. 

4.  Dan  Cafetano  Valdez,  aecretarf  of  the  In- 
tendencf. 

6.  Don  FrttncE*  Arroya,  destined  bf  a  royal 
order  fbr  Porto  Rico. 

6.  Dob  Joseph  Ruida,  iriio  it  ta  go  to  Cftm- 
peachy. 

CnaTOK-BOTiBi. 

L  Don  JoMpb  Aotlionyde  Hoa,  adtniniitiBtor. 

2.  Don  Anthony  Morales,  treaiurer. 

3.  Don  Manuel  Toledano,  otHoer  of  the  guard 
of  liia  MMKB-llOnM. 

RoTAi.  HosriTAL. 
1.  Don  Joaofh  TnuUa,  aatgaan,  who  baa  orte 
of  ito  King  fo  retim  into  PeMBcok. 
Sbbtbtob  QnnraaL. 
1.  Don  Cbarlet  Trodean. 

LOPBZ  ARMB0TO,  Steretary. 
I  do  certify  the  above  translation. 

MORBAU  USLEY  .hterpnter. 
New  Oklbahs,  Mg  30, 1905. 


OinOBBB  WHO  BBLOMOBB  TO  TBB  LATB  BTarT  OF 
TBia  PI.AO^. 

Town  1I«}«— LienlBBBBt  CoUod  Dm  Oil* 


Adjutant— LieBtaBant  Coloael  DhMIc 
Blans,  who  is  to  go^  the  nme  pUct 

Adjutant— CaptaH  Henry  MtnOiigt^tbi 
oidered  to  go  to  tbe  taid  piaae. 

OmoEBS  OP  TBB  BEoniitrr  or  Lotiiniu. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Zeaon  Tndau.      I 
LieDtenant  Colonel  Don  Igotiiiu  Ddltg,      ' 
Lientenaot  Colonel  Don  JoHph  k  Bbn, 
Licnleoant  Colonel  Don  John  Lisin, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Felii  Tradog. 
Note. — They  ou^t  to  hate  jaiud  dm  mn 
and,  for  not  baring  jrei  done  i^irt  tzfaiv 
lose  their  commisaiou. 

MiUTu. 
CaptatB— DoaX.ewisdeCbHiBl.luictoMiil- 
er  of  Lbe  MUM. 

Abut. 
Lieutennt  Goloaet- Don  VttabiKiu,ik 
has  solicited  bis  rmreat. 
Captaio — Don  Htnwy  Peyrosi. 

Posts. 
Don  Peter  Hartn,  hte  itoBBUnw  "  * 

ANDREW  LOPBZ  iSMSm 
I  do  oertifr  the  aboTS  iraniUtioL 

MOREA0LlSLBY.top*'' 
Nbw  Obleabo,  Jtdy  30, 1805. 

A  lirt  of  tbe  relked  offioats.  and  <(iAa)an'*' 
plored  ID  Iha  wunr*  at  Hw  Cttkob  ICij«^>» 
icnuin  in  this  Prorinee  in  (wdn  t*  ■i|l' >■?.  "* 
neu,  or  on  UGOulit  of  thsr  oU  ip  ■*  ><■''*** 

1.  DonNiebolaad'AnBor,uliMdofi^>«r>' 
corps  of  artiUerf .  , 

2.  Don  Mannd  Pwoz,  IteotCDtiieMt^ 

3.  Don  Petat  Farrat,  lienwoul  toko^  >*■ 
captain  of  giNkadiata,  with  a  tof^peiu*''  " 
two  year& 

4.  Don  Manael  Panzoa,  eaptaia- 

5.  Don  Fronci*  Rivas,  eapiaik 

6.  Don  Joseph  Barmonde,  eapoii. 

7.  Don  William  Dupare,  capttin.        ^ 

8.  DonLBwiiTudlce,liwitMBat,wiUittP" 
of  captaia.  ^ 

e.  Don  Stephen  Lamoiudia,  Unwal:*** 
the  grade  of  captain.  ^.-iJ 

la  Dob  (»«)tlM  MoniU,  adjviui  (««»■ 
militia.  ,,j 

U.  Dob  Charles  de  Villists,  fir«  Im*** 
militia,  with  a  royal  ponniMtoofcf  •"",'T. 

15.  Doo  John  ViTM,  first  lieoieMoi  of  •«»> 
with  a  royal  permission  for  three  mi*-        • 

13.  Don  Peter  FaiHwi,  secoad  !««*« 
Bulitia.  ,j 

14.  Don  Jose^  Pianns,  «eond  liM""' 
mUitia.  , ,.  .^j 

Ifi.  Dob  Uaaoet  SoiUeao,  uoBoi  li«t«" 

16.  Dob  James  PsraandeE,  second  Im»»» 

17.  DonSilTMtre,a«»ndli««w««''*' 
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18.  Don  Heniy  D&rcUicel,  officer  of  Bdminii- 
ttation.  „    ,,  . 

Note,— By  a  p«rticnlar  favor  of  His  Majetty, 
the  widows  of  the  person*  employed,  who  are  en- 
joying of  pensions,  tboagh  they  are  unable  to  go 
toPeotacofs,  are  ibe  following: 

1.  Donna  Matquisite  Waths,  widow  of  the 
Brigidter  Don  Manuel  Gayoito  de  Lemos,  late 
Governor  of  ibis  province. 

2.  Mrs.  VUlemont 

3.  Mrs.  Bouligny. 

4.  Mrs.  Pania. 

6.  The  Baroness  de  Brooner. 

6.  Mra.  Trevino. 

7.  Mrs.  Causat. 

8.  Donna  Francois  Trudeaa. 

9.  Mrs.  Zespedes. 

Note. — There  was  a  siaall  namber  of  retired 
sergeants  and  privates  who  are  to  go  to  Baton 
Rouge  or  Peusacola. 

A.  L.  ABMESTO. 
I      I  do  certify  the  above  mDslation. 

M.  LI8L&Y,  hOerpnter. 
I     Nnr  Oelurs,  My  30, 1805. 

ISO  Miles  from  New  Oblgahs, 
^  Ju£iuf  S6, 1805. 

Sib:  The  report  of  the  retrocession  to  Spain, 
I  of  ihe  oonntry  west  of  the  Mississippi,  had  also 


w  Orleans. 


'  prevailed  ii 

-"heevei     „,  .      . 

t  to  the  Maiqnia  of  Casa  Calvo,  I  asked 
ha  knew  upon  what  authority  that  report  was 
circulated;  he  answered  in  the  negauve,  and 
added,  that  he  had  understood  the  negotiaiion 
was  suspended,  find  ibat  Mr.  Monroe  had  left 

.  Madrid;  he  further  saidj  that  the  Minister  of 
State  (Cevallo»)  had  informed  hira,  the  Marquis, 

,  thai  the  desire  of  the  Court  of  Snain  was  to  make 

^  "the  Mississippi  river  the  boundary,  and  in  time 

,  it  was  expected  that  that  etnect  would  be  attain- 
ed." l^hB  Marquis  de]i««nnmself  in  thePreueh 
language.  From  my  imperfect  knowledge  of 
French,  it  is  probable  I  may  have  mieunderatoad 
some  Of  his  expressions,  but  lam  sure  I  hare  given 
yon  the  aabatanee  of  what  be  said.  The  prospect 
of  a  retrocession  of  the  wen  bank  of  the  Missis- 
sii^l,  now  is,  and  has  ahvays  beeo,  the  theme  of 
the  Spentab  officers  who  remain  in  this  territory, 
end  many  oititens  seem  to  view  it  as  an  event 
likely  to  happen — an  ityssion  which  I  greatly 
regret,  since  it  teoda  to  te^sen  their  confidence  io 
the  American  Government,  and  to  cherish  a  Span- 

I  ish  party  among  us.  Next,  therefore,  to  a  final 
adjustment  of  Umits  with  ihe  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, I  most  desire  to  see  every  Spanish  office] 

!  remoTcd  fVom  the  ceded  territory.    There  eer- 

'  tainly  must  be  a  power  somewhere  vested,  to 
cause  to  be  ezecntea  the  clause  in  the  treaty  which 
directs  "the  Spanish  forces  to  be  withdrawn,  with- 
in three  mooijis,  from  the  ceded  territory  "  and  I 

'  should  indeed  bie  pleased  to  have  it  hinteo  to  me, 
that,  in  my  character  as  Commissioner  or  Gov- 

'  ernor,  I  could,  on  this  occasion,  take,  if  necessary, 
compulsory  measures. 

'  9th  Coir.— 38 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully^ 
your  humble  servant, 

WM.  C.  C.  CLAIBORNE. 
Hon.  Jaues  Madison, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Clsiboroe  to  the 
SecTStar;  of  State,  dated 
New  Orleans,  October  24, 1805. 
I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  of  the  embar- 
'    "  which  the  citizens  of  the  United 
.  ..  ibjected  who  navigate  the  Mobile 

river.    All  American  vessels  passing  by  the  town 

of  Mobile  are  brought  to,  aud  a  duty  of .pet 

cent,  exacted  both  on  imports  and  exports.  These 
duties  are  even  required  on  articles  passing  to  and 
from  the  cacriaOns  and  faetoriea  of  the  United 
States.  I  have  addressed,  on  this  occasion,  a  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Morales,  by  whom^  it  is  said,  this  pro- 
ceeding was  authorized;  but  m  hi  a  answer,  which 
was  this  morning  received,  he  professes  to  be  un- 
acquainted with  the  particulars,  and  declines  any 
ioterfereoce  until  he  should  advise  upon  the  sul>- 
ject  with  the  Goreioor  of  West  Florida. 

I  have  certain  information  of  the  arrival  at 
Pensacola  of  four  hoodred  troops  from  Havana] 
and  that  a  much  larger  number  is  daily  expected. 
I  iLso  leain  from  a  source  entitled  to  credit,  that 
three  hundred  men  are  ordered  from  Pensacola  to 
Baton  Rouge,  and  that  eight  hundred  Spanish 
troow  have  latdr  been  posted  on  the  frontier  of 
the  Province  of  Texas.  It  is  a  fact  knomi  to  me, 
that  a  Spanish  agent  has  contracted  with  a  mer- 
chant of  this  city,  for  the  delivery  at  the  town  of 
Mobile,  of  four  thousand  barrels  m  flour  ;'and  that 
this  Same  agent  not  being  abletoefleet  a  cootrsct 
for  the  delivery  (^  foiir  tlionsand  pair  of  shoe*  at 
Mobile,  has  wirchased  a  qnantity  of  leather.  The 
Marquis  of  Casa  Calvo  being  absent  from  this 
city,  it  is  my  intention  to  rs^nire  of  Gkivemor 
Foieh  an  explanation  of  the  object  ot  these  mili- 
tary moi'ameots.  I-flaltei  myself  that  hostiliiiea 
between  the  United  Slates  and  Spain  may  he 
avoided,  and  that  ao  honorable  adjustment  of  out 
drffereoeesmayensae.  But  I  am  inclined  to  think 
tliat  theSpanish  agents  calculate  on  a  speedy  ni|^ 
tare,  and  are  making  all  the  preparations  which 
their  means  permit,  to  commence  the  war  in  this 
quarter  to  advantage.  Nevr  Orieans  wunld,  un- 
qtieStionat>ly,  be  the  Arst  object  of  attack;  and 
with  a  view  to  its  security,  I  should  be  pleased  to 
see  Fort  St.  John  repaired,  and  put  in  a  state  of 
defence;  that  fort  commands  the  mouth  of  the 
Bayou  St.  John,  and,  if  strengthened,  would  pre- 
sent a  great  impediment  to  the  passage  of  troops 
from  Pensacola  and  Mobile  by  the  way  of  the 
lakes  to  this  city ;  the  works  ate  in  ruins,  hut 
might  readily  be  repaired  and  made  defensible 
without  any  considerable  expenditure- 
Extract  of  ■  letter  from  Hairj  Toalnun,  Esq.,  Judge 

in  theMJMssii^Tcrntoijito  the  Secretaiy  of  Stale, 

dated 

JOLY  6, 1805. 

"You  ate  Informed,  no  doubt,  that  all  the  ves- 
sels to  and  from  this  country,  even  though  bound 
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to  Fort  SioddertjAQd  clearing  ODI  from  Fort  Siod- 
deri,  tre  obliged  lo  come  lo  al  Mobile,  and  lo  pfty 
twelve  per  centum  ad  valorem  on  their  cai^oes, 
according  lo  the  CEtimate  of  the  Spiaish  officers. 

"  Such  an  exaction  u  this,  you  may  well  con- 
eeiTe,  muit  be  ruinoas  (o  tbii  couatrjr.  aod  ii, 
moreorer,  the  source  of  perpetual  heart-butnines 
and  conteution  between  our  citizens  and  the  snV 
jects  of  His  Catholic  Majesty. 

"  There  are  two  TCsseU,  which  hare  lately  un- 
dertaken, at  I  am  lotd,  to  pass  without  calling  at 
Uobile,  from  this  country,  laden  with  coicoo.  I 
esDDOE  bnt  anticipate  uupleasanf  consequences, 
but  will  iDfoim  yon  of  the  lesult  when  acquaint- 
ed  with  it." 


Extract  tem  Iha  man  to  Ihs  nue. 

Arau8T  8,  1806. 
"  I  mentioned  to  you  in  a  letter  some  time  since, 
that  1  understood  that  ft  vessel  then  iyiog  in  the 
titer  was  abont  to  pass  the  Mobile  without  call- 
ins.  Captain  Schuyler,  who  is  just  now  from 
Orleans,  tells  me  that  she  passed  Mobile  in  the 
Dighi ;  ibat  the  Spaniards  were  exceedingly  irri- 
tated, and  threatened  to  imprison  the  owner  of 
the  cargo  on  bis  return  from  Orleans,  and  to  con- 
fiscate toe  vessel,  if  she  ever  appeared  there  again. 
TheyalsD  talked  of  building  a  ganboat  for  the  pur' 
pose  of  compelling  vessels  to  stop." 


October  11,  1805. 
"  Duties  ueatill  rigorously  insisted  upon  at  Mo- 
bile, eargoea  unladml  and  inrentories  taken  of 
them,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  duites  to  be  jmid. 
The  schooner  Caio,  whieh  went  down  the  rivet 
without  calling,  is  still  detained,  and  will  proba- 
bly be  confiscated,  if  not  her  cargo.  1  could  not 
even  get  a  few  articles  beloagitig  to  the  United 
States  from  on  board  of  her,  waicn  I  had  bees  re- 

i nested  lo  apply  for  when  there,  in  behalf  of  Mr. 
tinsmoor  and  Mr.  Chambers.  If  they  eoktiuae 
their  exactions,  this  country  naust  inerilaUv  be 
tained.  I  mean  that  the  setuements  will  be  toaa- 
doned.  Many  are  now  preparing  to  go;  some, 
probably  for  other  reasons,'l>(|[  the  greater  part,  I 
believe,  on  this  aceoant.  And  most  who  go,  will 
become  subjects  of  the  Spanish  Government." 


Mies  I  Be  I PF I  Teriiitobt, 
Tbtm  of  Wathingion,  Sept.  14,  1805. 
Sib  :  The  enclosed  affidavits,  marked  No.  1  to  11 
inclusive^  will  inform  you  of  some  outrage*  com- 
mitted wilbio  this  Territory  by  two  Spanish  par- 
ties. Tbe  letters  marked  No.  1  to  5,  and  an  order 
to  Colonel  Ellis,  will  inform  you  of  the  steps  which 
I  have  thought  it  advisable  lo  take.  The  mes- 
•anger  with  mv  letter  to  Qover nor  Grand  Pti  has 
not  returned,  although  he  was  re^neated,  and  no- 
dertook  to  be  back  by  this  morning.    I  twre  not 


received  any  answer  to  my  deGpuch  Urnn 
this  subject  of  [be  14lh  June. 

If.  sir,  I  am  to  risk  anyibing  on  this  Dcaio.It 
shall  be  in  defence  of  tbe  liberties  mi  litji^ 
erty  of  the  citizens,  and  in  suppoci  of  tht  bm 
and  independence  of  my  GoTetDmtii;  ull 
hope  the  measures  taken  and  adTiKdbfM.vI 
not  be  found  adverse  to  tbe  views  af  ibc  Eifo- 
tire  or  to  the  interest  of  tbe  United  Shicl 
I  am,  with  respect,  vonrL 

ROBERT  WILLIAMS. 

Hon.  jAHn  Hadiaon,  3tc  Safe. 

ArpiD^rtT,  No.  1. 
MitMitippi  Tbriftey,  Wiilama>  Castf. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  nerflitja- 
tices  of  the  peace   for  said  coaBty.AnkvCm. 


September,  1805,  beioffat  ihehooiorSiMd 
Kemper,  or  otherwise  tne  tavemoftbcEniP^ 
between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  twtlTt,  \t  waa- 


ed  from  his  sleep  by  the  cry  of  nnufcuJ  «*■ 
bers.  On  leaving  his  bed,  he  savimiiKn' 
contest  with  Samuel  Kemper;  on  jtM^"'' 
thet,  he  saw  another  man,  and  sAtnuli  m 
more,  and  all  being  armed  with  isHniHiD  <■ 
death,  such  as  gona  and  pistols,  hcitetthf?' 
to  retreat  to  call  Bsaisttuice;  lliai»fi«"nl"l»' 
tol  was  found,  which  most  have  bda^  i°*' 
of  those  men,  and  from  eveiytnwiKtil*"' 
iiered  it  to  bdoog  to  Ira  Cook  EicdHi 

ARTHDBCOIftji. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  befi)teae-dL!3">f 

September,  JOSHUA  BAXBB,  }■  f- 


Likewise, 


Affidavit,  No-^ 
sheet  Nu  1,  a 


Westtery,  and  depoielh,  that,  site  •«*"**' 
being  awakened  from  hii  sleep  '^'"JT? 
open  the  door — that  on  rising  no'iV.T^ 
five  men,  U  the  act  of  heating  ml^"'!'''^ 
oel  Kemper,  of  th«  town  ofPiBebei*;™ 
ha  saw  them  drag  bim  by  tbe  bas^  >^ 
men  give  orders  to  tie  hu  handa  ^j'zl 
that  said  Samuel  Kemper  gave  Ihs^vf"^ 
and  that  was  the  last  he  saw  or  keanl  <f  >«^ 
WILLUM  WESTHBT.^ 
8ubw:ribed  and  sworn  b^oreme,  ibB/^" 
Sqitember.  JOSHUA  hkUS^*-'- 

Affibavit,  Ho.  3. 
Likewise,  at  the  same  time  appe*"^.""^ 
James  Latta,  who  deposeih  on  oUb,  W" 
same  hour,  being  just  awakened  bf  «f' ^^ 
questing  to  see  Samuel  Kemper,  he  "W 
nsk  for  whiskey,  and  being  asked  ■'^''}\^ 
said,  a  friend;  that  they  then,  bei'ig"' '"'^ 
broke  open  the  door  of  said  KempeKi  p'' 
lodging  room  J  that  he,  Latta,  ananpung""^ 
was  thrown  back  on  the  bed  by  iwo  ""J^^, 
said  ihey  would  uke  his  life  if  b«  ^^^'A 
there  appeared  to  be  five  men  in  Dotowfi  "T^ 
disguiala  in  UackpaJoli  lh«l  after (M"" 
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IMatiant  with  Spain. 


time  he  gst  an  opporinnity  of  Mcapiog,  wheo  he 
went  for  usistaace,  aad  before  his  reluro  they  had 
borne  off  the  said  Samuel  Kemper,  end  he  saw 
them  DO  more.  JAMES  LATTA. 

Subscribed  tod  sworn  before  me,  ibis  3d  dar  of 
September.  JOSHUA  DAK£R,  /.  A 

Affidavit,  No.  4. 
Wilkituon  County ,  Muiittippi  Territory: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  ooe  of  the  just- 
ices of  the  peace  for  said  county,  John  AtkinsoD, 
Henry  Oamheait,  Richard  Richardson,  and  Joha 
Wbi taker,  who,  beinKduly  sworn,  accordiD?  to 
law,  DO  their  oaths  depose,  that,  on  the  nif  ul  of 
the  3d  September,  1805,  being  at  the  house  of  Na- 
than Kemper,  in  the  vicinity  of  Pincbneyvilie, 
between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  twelve,  they 
beard  some  person  bail  the  bouse,  and,  on  being 
asked  two  or  three  tiiqei  who  thev  were,  they 
steadfastly  affirmed  it  was  Captain  Abraios.  Im- 
mediately afterwards  they  opened  the  door,  which 
GWUDgonthe  inside  of  the  house  and  was  fastened 
by  a  string  on  the  inside.  Immediately  on  this, 
Reuben  SLemper  appeared  to  be  only  at  that  mo- 
ment awaked  from  his  sleep,  atked  who  was 
there?  when  they  immediately  seized  him,  drs^;- 
f[ed  bim  out  of  the  house  and  tied  him,  after  bruit- 
iDg  bim  very  much  with  a  club  or  clubs. 

Almost  at  the  same  time,  they  dragged  Nathan 
Kemper  from  the  bed  wherein  he  lay  with  hit 
wife,  and  tied  him  also,  but  did  uot  beat  bim  as 
mucn  as  they  did  Reuben.  Said  Nathan  Kem- 
per requesting  to  see  bis  wife,  was  refused  in 
very  rough  iansuage ;  she  likewise  was  refused 
in  her  request  of  seeing  her  husband.  On  Nathan 
Kemper's  asking  what  they  had  done  to  deserve 
such  treatment,  was  answered,  "  Qod  damn,  you 
have  ruined  our  country  I"  which  he,  AtkiusoD, 
believes  to  be  the  Amencao  terriioriee  of  Spain. 
That  the  said  Nathan  Kemper's  wife  received 
considerable  injury  from  the  violence  of  these 
men,  who  all  appeared  armed  with  guns,  pistols, 
or  clubs.  That  m  the  act  of  confining  the  above 
two  men,  thef  cocked  and  uncocked  their  guns  a 

great  many  times,  and  ordered  every  man  in  the 
ouse  lo  tell  bis  name,  and  kept  a  strict  guard  at 
both  the  doors  of  the  house,  and  wonld  not  admit 
of  any  one  of  the  family,  or  any  one  that  did  not 
belong  to  their  party,  passing  and  repassing,  as 
ihey  frequently  presented  their  guus  cocked,  and 
said  they  would  blow  the  first  one  through  who 
attempted  to  oppose  them.  That  they  then  gave 
a  regular  military  word,  forward  march,  and  at 
the  second  word  of  command  they  proceeded  on 
their  way,  and  bore  off  both  Reuben  and  Nathan 
Kemper. 

The  next  morning  they  saw  a  considerable 
qoantity  of  blood,  apparently  issuing  from  the 
wounds  of  Reuben  Kemper. 

JOHN  ATKINSON, 
HENRY  QAMHEART, 
RICHARD  HICHARDSON, 
JOHN  WHITAKEB. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  lo  before  me,  third  day  of 
September.  JOSHUA  BAKEH,  /.  P. 


Affidavit,  No,  5. 
Territory  of  Orltan*,  County  of  Point  Ompie: 
Seftehbeb  5,  1805, 

On  this  day  appeared  before  me,  Ebenezer 
Cooley,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  t^ 
Point  Coupie,  Naihao  Kemper,  who  being  duly 
■worn,  declared  that,  on  the  night  of  the  third  in- 
stant, as  be  believed,  between  the  hours  of  eleven 
and  twelve,  the  doors  of  his  house  were  forced 
open  by  a  party  of  armed  men,  amountingj  aa 
well  as  he  could  ascertain,  to  the  number  of  eigh- 
teen or  twenty ;  that,  as  soon  a>  the  party  had 
entered,  thev  cried  surrender  j  seized  his  brother 
Renben,  ana  dragged  him  out  at  the  door ;  after  a 
struggle,  during  which  they  had  beat  bim  with  k 
club,  and  so  choked  him  that  tte  had  barely  pownt 
to  say,  "  I  snrrender !"  During  this  time,  a  part 
of  the  same  party  seised  the  depqueat  by  differ* 
cat  parts  of  toe  body  and  drageed  him  from  hi* 
bed,  where  ha  lay  with  his  wu'e  and  child,  oat 
through  the  door;  after  which,  he  heard  some  of 
the  party  who  remained  in  the  house  cry  out,  "  If 
the  bitcn  utters  another  word,  put  her  to  death!" 
Whereupon,  he  heard  a  blow  given  at  the  bed, 
and  though  he  frequently  call«l  to  his  wife,  to 
know  if  sae  was  still  alive,  could  get  no  answer. 
After  the  deponent  and  his  brother  Reuben  had 
been  fast  bound,  they  were  conducted  along  the 
road  leading  lo  Hinckneyvilte,  as  far  as  the  plan- 
tation of  Mr.  Abraham  Ha^ton,  being  stiU  within 
the  limits  of  the  Missistippi  Territory ;  and  thence 
down  the  main  road  leading  towards  the  line  of 
denarcalion.  Al  ijooe  small  distance  above  the 
line  they  were  conducted  a  short  way  into  the 
woods,  where  they  halted  a  consideraUe  time,  un- 
til he  heard  a  detachment  of  the  same  party  com- 
ing along  the  main  road,  to  which,  they  were 
again  led  back  from  the  wood^  and  discovered 
their  brother,  Samuel  Kemper,  m  the  custody  of 
the  said  deiachmenL  Prom  theace,  they  were 
conveyed  across  the  line  of  demarcation,  and  de- 
livered to  Captain  Solomon  Alston,  by  whose 
parly  they  were  put  on  board  a  pirougue,  at  Tur- 
nica  laodiog^  under  a  guard  of  six  armed  men, 
who  said  their  orders  were  to  take  them  lo  Baton 
Rouge,  aud  there  deliver  them  al  the  fort.  From 
Tunica,  they  departed  about  daybreak,  and  as 
ihev  passed  alone  by  the  shore  of  Point  Couple, 
called  out  that  they  were  American  citizens^  and 
clandestinely  taken  from  their  habitations  withia 
the  Mississippi  Territory.  After  which,  they 
were  rescued  by  Lieutenant  Wilson,  command- 
ant of  the  garrison  al  Point  Coupie.  The  de- 
ponent further  says,  that,  among  ibose  who  sur- 
rounded bis  house,  he  recognised  the  following  { 
mrsone:  Minor  Butler,  and  his  brother-in-law 
Ritchie.  Abraham.  Hortou  and  several  of  said 
Horioo's  negroes,  all  inhabitants  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory.  NATHAN  KEMPER. 

Sworn  before  me  ibis  5(h  day  of  December, 
1805.  EBENEZER  COOI^T.  /.  P. 

Affidavit,  No.  6. 
Territory  ijf  OrUaat,  Cbunly  of  Point  Coupia; 
^KPrBMBGR  6,  1806. 
Oatlui  day  •ppearedbefote  Bt^SlrcMfeT  Coolflf 
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StIationM  vitk  Spain 


Justice  of  the  Peace  for  tbe  county  of  Point  Coa- 
p^,  Samael  Kemper,  who,  beiDS  dulr  svoni,  de- 
clared, that  »B  tbe  night  of  the  3d  instant,  aboui 
the  honr  of  twelve,  rs  fae  beliered,  beinr  at  hit 
bouH  in  the  town  of  Pincknef  ville,  in  (he  Mis- 
aissippi  Territory,  he  heard  a  knocking  at  the  door, 
nd  asked  who  was  there  7  An  answer  waa  made, 
which  he  did  not  nnderitaad,  and  the  outer  door 
Imni  opea.  Tbe  door  of  tb«  bedroom  was  then 
forced,  and  «  Mow  made  at  the  bed  with  a  doubte- 
banelled  gnn.  Deponeiit  was  then  seized,  and 
^gged  OKI  of  the  bed  by  a  attraber  of  men,  who 
drew  him  mu>  the  room  which  they  first  entered, 
■nd  from  ihenee,  after  a  atreggle,  into  the  street. 
He  wn  then  thrown  on  the  ^und,  and  a  rope 
Waa  tied  roand  bis  neck,  by  which  he  was  dragged 
rixnt  one  hnndred  and  fifty  yards.  He  was  then 
sDlTeTed  to  Mend  upright,  and  attempted,  by  crying 
oBt,  to  givt  an  alarm,  upon  which  he  receiTed  a 
stnwe  of  a  piatul  on  the  head,  by  which  he  was 
■tunned.  The  rope  being  removed  from  his  neck 
to  his  arm,  he  was  compelled  to  ran  for  the  space 
of  ahoot  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  after  which  he  was 
forced  to  get  np  behind  a  man  on  horseback;  a 
D^o,  who  ran  on  foot,  alill  holdinz  tbe  rope  by 
which  his  wrist  was  tied.  He  was  men  led  along 
the  main  road  across 'the  line,  and  delivered  to  a 
party  of  men,  who  conducted  him  to  the  landing 
of  niyou  Tnnica.    Then  he  was  put  on  board  a 

g'pi^ue,  with  his  two  brothers,  Reuben  and  Na- 
an  Kemper,  and  eondncted  down  the  river 
towards  Oiton  Roi^.  When  opposite  Point 
Conp^e  they  gave  the  alarm,  and  were  received 
Iff  Lieutenant  Wilson,  commandant  of  the  garri- 
atm  of  Point  Conp^. 

SAMUEL  REMP8R. 

Bwom  befbreme,  this  5th  of  September,  1805. 

KBENEZER  COOLEY,/.  P. 

AfnoAtn,  No.  7. 

Tlerrilory  t^OrUma,  Ooimtj/  tfFtfya  Ooupie: 
8EI>TSMBEft  5, 1805. 
On  Ihia  day  appeared  before  me,  Eheoezer 
OoolcVj^  Justice  of  the  Peace,  for  the  county  of 
Peint  Coanfte,  Reuben  Kemper,  who,  being  only 
awom,  declares,  that,  on  the  nignt  of  the  third  in- 
■Bnt,  about  the  hour  of  twelve,  being  at  the  house 
of  Nathan  Kem^er^  within  atwnt  two  miles  of 
Pfnckneyville,  within  the  limits  of  the  Mississippi 
Tierritory,the  house  was  surrounded,  and  the  doors 
thereof  forced  open,  by  a  party  consisting  of  at 
least  nineteen  persons,  whereof  some  were  nezroes, 
and  some  were  white  men  in  disgnise.  That, 
among  the  tatter,  be  recognised  and  personally 
knew  the  follow!  ngpersoni ;  Louis  Ritcbie,  Minor 
Butler,  Abraham  Horton,  James  Horton,  and  two 
others,  whose  names  he  did  not  recoilect,  but  ex- 
pected soon  to  be  able  to  ascertain,  all  of  whom 
are  iohabitaots  of  the  Misiiasippi  Territory ;  and 
MarciuCarr,  Jas.Say,  Pbilip  Say,  and  others,  resi- 
dmg  with  in  theSpaniab  lines.  Of  the  n^roes,  whose 
number  amounted  to  seven,  at  least  three,  whose 
names  are  William  or  Bill,  Nat.  and  Moses,  and 
0th  ns,  whose  nmiiM  hejlid  not  recollect,  he  knew 
totetUprt^artyof  thtt  ahon-mentiMMd  Abnham 


Horton.  That  the  said  party,  all  of  whomTere 
well  armed,  after  having  forced  their  way  inniie 
house,  violently  forced  him  from  his  bedroom,  ite 
a  struggle  of  about  fifteen  minutes,  during  wbA 
be  received  several  violent  blow*  on  tbe  bead su 
face;  and,  after  havins  torn  off  bis  shirt  and  tti 
him  with  cords,  forced  him  over  the  line  into  tbe 
Spanish  territory,  where  tbey  delivered  hiai  sp. 
with  bis  two  brothers,  Naibaa  and  Samnel  Kta- 
per,  bound  in  the  same  manner,  to  Solomon  Aliian 
who  commanded  a  large  party  of  amteij  oteo. 
That  said  Alston  received  ttiem  vritbio  tee  orSf- 
teen  feet  of  the  line,  on  the  Bpaoisfa  sHe;  tbit  ^ 
from  thence  they  were  conveyed  to  the  Baym  rf 
Timica  landing,  bound,  as  already  mentioDed.  aid 
□early  naked,  where  they  ivere  ptit  on  boinli 
piro(5ue,and  there  tied  all  three  together,  by  ord«n 
of  said  Alston.  That  said  pirogtie  waicommu- 
ded  by  William  Barker,  and  manned  by  CbirJei 
Stewart,  Adam  Bingaman,  John  Raicliff,  G«at^ 
Rowe,  and  John  Morris ;  that  they  departed  hrni 
tbe  Bayoa  Tunica  for  Baton  Roage,atday-breit, 
where  raid  William  Barker  had  ordere  lo  ddira 
the  prisoners  up  to  Qovernbr  Gmnd  Pft  Tha^ 
as  they  passed  along  the  shore  of  Point  Cogpce, 
the  prisoners  found  means  to  declare  their  aaa.- 
tion  lo  Doctor  PowleSj  who  immediately  gare  in- 
format  ion  thereof  to  Lieuienanl  Wilson,  com  nua- 
daniof  tbe  garrison  at  Point  Coapte;  TharLini- 
tenanl  Wilson  immediately  manned  bii  Ikbi; 
boarded  tbe  pirogue,  and  took  the  prisoeen.with 
those  who  con  due  tea  them,  into  cDStody,abaiitihe 
hour  of  twelve  the  same  day- 

REUBEN  KEMPER. 
Bwom  before  me,  this  5th  September.  1809.  , 

EBENEZER  COOLET.J.P. 


AmoATiT,  No.  S. 
Tirritory  ofOrlemm,  CoutOyt^Ptbd  Cmfie: 
SErTEHXEK  ft,\9&. 

On  this  day  appeared  before  me,  EbeDRfT 
Cooley,  Justice  oi  the  Peace  for  the  coudit  of 
Point  Coupie,  Adara  Bingamaa,  who,  being  anly 
■worn,  declared  that  on  the  night  of  the  3d  ia- 
Btant,  at  a  very  late  hour^  he  was  one  of  i  jx-tr 
commanded  by  a  Captain  Alston,  and  sunoaea 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  line  of  demBmiion,  at 
the  Spanish  aide,  for  the  purpose,  as  declared  by 
Captain  Alston,  of  seizing  the  Kempers,  whoireit 
expected  to  come  from  the  American  territuy. 
That,  at  the  distance  of  about  fifty  yvdi  abort 
the  line,  he  saw  a  party  approach,  who  were 
hailed  by  Captain  Alston,  to  whom  they  ddireed 
three  prisoners.  The  party,  to  which  depdunt 
belonged,  was  then  ordered  by  Captain  Al^on  to 
conduct  the  prisoners  to  Bayou  Tunica,  where  the 
prisoners  were  put  on  board  a  pirogue,  and  order- 
ed off  for  Baton  Rouge,  at  about  day-brenk  oe  ibt 
4th.  That,  as  they  were  passing  opposite  the  pc^ 
at  Point  Coup£e,  their  pirogue  wms  boarded  br 
Lieutenant  Wilson,  wiib  a  party  of  his  met. 
who  took  the  prisoners  and  their  ctmdacton  iaif 
custody.  ADAU  BINGAMAiV 

Done  before  me, 

EBKNEZBR  COOLET,  J.P. 
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Armuvrr,  No.  9. 
Terriiory  of  OrfaoM,  CowTify  rf  Po&a  Cmpie : 
Septembbb  5, 1805. 

On  this  day  appeared  before  me,  Ebenezer 
Cooiey,  Justice  of  ibe  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Point  Coupfie,  'William  Barker,  who,  being  duly 
5WOTD,  deposed  and  declared  : 

That,  on  the  night  of  i he  3d  instant,  ha  was  one 
of  a  party  of  militia  commanded  by  Captain  Als- 
ton, which  party  was  stationed  for  aiooui  two 
hours  wtihin  a  few  paces  of  the  line  of  demarca- 
tion, on  the  Spanish  side.  That  they  beard  a 
noice  which  was  made  a  short  distance  above  the 
lioe,  and  soon  after  saw  a  party  cross  the  line, 
who  delivered  to  Captain  AUtoa  three  prisoners 
whose  names  were  Reuben,  Nathan,  ana  Samuel 
Kemper.  Captain  Alston  ordeied  the  prisoners 
to  be  immediately  conducted  to  the  Bayou  Tu- 
nica, where  they  were  put  ioto  a  pirogue,  to  be 
conveyed  to  BRtoo  Rouse;  that  deponent  was 
commanded  by  Captain  Alston  to  keep  a  Strict 
watch  on  iheu,  and  to  {five  them  no  opportunity 
of  eaoawDg^  uMiI  be  sliauU  deliver  turn  at  tbe 
fort  of  Baton  Rouge;  that,as  deponent  was  pass- 
ing opposite  tbe  garrison  of  Point  Coupte,  his 
Eiroguewas  takenby  asuperior  force  commanded 
y  Lieutenant  Wilson,  commandant  of  (he  garri- 
son of  Point  Couple,  who  took  into  cnstody  the 
prisoneis  and  the  party  by  whom  they  were  con- 
tacted. 

WILLIAM  BARKER. 

BwoTU  before  me  this  Sih  day  of  September, 
1606, 

SBENEZGR  COOLET, 
Juitice  of  ikt  Peace. 

Affidatit,  No.  10. 
Mitaiatippi  Territory,  m  .* 

Be  it  remembered,  that  William  Flanagan,  jr., 
of  WiHinson  county,  In  said  Territory,  person- 
ally appeared  before  the  undetaigned,  oBe  of  the 
Miperior  jndge*  for  said  Territory,  and  being  of 
lawful  age,  upoa  hie.oaib  deposelh  and  gailLthat 
Lieuienftui  Glascock  and  a  party  of  iwetre  ligbt 
horse,  beiae  a  part  of  Caflain  Joata'a  cotmieny  or 

Soaaron  of  Spanish  light  borse,  on  the  anerooon 
th«  2Ut  day  of  August  last,  came  over  the  lioe 
of  demareation  to  this  depoaent's  house,  which  is 
on  the  Tiehfati  ereek,  about  two  miles  above  the 
line,  and  took  him  and  bis  wife  and  carried  them 
about  five  miles  beiow  the  line,  and  kept  them 
under  geard  all  night,  and  next  morning  dismiss- 
ed his  wife,  who  was  taken  home  by  her  brother, 
who  had  been  sent  out  after  them  by  her  father. 
That  aAer  At  was  dismissed,  they  carried  this 
deponent  fifteen  miles  further,  aM  told  him  he 
must  go  to  jail  «T  gire  up  his  horse.  He  refused 
to  give  up  nis  horse,  till  they  cocked  their  gaas 
asd  pistols  all  round  him,  there  being  eight  of 
(hem  then  present,  and  said  he  must  pay  ibenu 
(heir  expenses,  EJve  up  his  hone,  or  (fa  t«  jail. 
He  replied  that  ae  had  rather  lose  his  Sane  than 
^O  to  jail.  Whereupon  they  took  hishorse,  bridle, 
-Ami  HWlriletaiid  diaauncd  him,  and  he  returned 


home  on  foot.  Tbe  names  of  themea  who  coa^ 
posed  said  party  of  ei^hi  horse  were,  John  Qla*- 
cock  Lieutenant,  Benjamin  Le  Near,  also  an  oS.- 
cer,  At)rabBmJones,son  of  the  Captain,  Kaonadf, 
WiUiam  Lee,  John  Bates, Hale.  ObieJ  Brew- 
er,   Connor,  and  the  namea  of  tne  otben  he 

doea  not  recollect ;  imd  farther  says  that  moat  of 
the  patty  were  fomerly  American  refugees,  wiw 
Sed  to  the  Spanish  country,  and  further  saith  Ddt 
WILLUM  FLANAGAN, 
his  Xnuib 

Taken  thia  seventh  day  of  September,  1806,  tl 
the  towa  of  WaabtngtoB,  in  the  Territory  afore- 
said, before 

THOMAS  BODNEr. 

NoTB. — The  within  depogent,  ThomaiHolden, 
says,  that  it  was  reported  that  William  Flanagan, 
sr.,  had  killed  a  certain  John  Sharp,  as  within 
mentioned,  and  had  fled  from  the  Spanish  part  of 
the  country,  and  that  his  wife,  after  he  bad  fled 
aboleft  the  country,  and  brought  their  stock  and 
goods  above  the  line,  aad  left  them  ia  the  cai«  at 
WitUam  FJaaagmn,  jr.,  who  is  nephew  to  Wil- 
linm  Flanagan,  sr., and  son-in-law  to  said  Thomas 
Holden,  and  that  this  wa*  the  only  pretext  the 
Spanish  light  horse  had  for  cmaing  above  tlu 
line  and  behaving  as  they  did. 

THOMAS  RODNEY. 

Affidavit,  No.  11. 
AKwtMfppi  TirrUory,  Mi 

Be  it  reuembered,  tbat  Thonaaa  Holden,  k^  at 
the  eounty  «f  Wilhioaw,  to  said  Tecrltory,  pat- 
aiMudly  appeared  befaie  the  uadetaigBed,  one  of 
tbe  sUp^iDr  judges  of  said  Tereitmv,  aad  beiiw 
Bwora,  dopeaeth  aad  aaiib,  thai  ha  Urss  ia  mm 
ooanty,  sn  the  Tiebbn,  about  half  a  mila  abm 
the  lina  of  daowceatioa,  «pott  land  which  be 
elaias  by  pre-emption,  aitd  now  cultivates ;  that 
on  the  afteruooB  of  the  Slat  day  of  Ai^-uat  las^ 
Lie nteaaut  John  QlaaaockaDd  twdire  men  of  tlM 
Spanish  light  horse,  part  of  Captain  Jonea's  eon- 
pany^  or  equadroa  of  West  Florida,  oaue  otct 
the  line  of  damarcatioa  to  this  dcfionNM's  bt>aa& 
and  inquired  for  William  Flanagau,  sr.,  who  baa 
lived  about  seven  miles  below  Ihe  liae,  ia  the 
Spanish  iwrilory,  utd^  as  they  said,  had  killed 
a  cettaiit  Joseph  Sharp,  also  a  Spanish  aal^cat, 
and  said  tbev  were  in  purauit  of  said  Fhmagaa, 
and  iaquirea  of  this  deponent  if  he  had  oeeo 
Flanagan,  or  if  he  knew  where  he  was.  This 
deponent  replied,  that  he  bad  not  aeea  him  for 
ail  months,  but  heard  that  Flanagan  aad  bis  fam- 
ily had  gone  np  the  Bayou  Pierre.  When  eaid 
company  came  np^  this  deponent  was  sitting  on 
his  fence,  about  fifty  yards  from  his  bouse,  imd 
after  what  had  passed,  as  before  related,  an  officer 
among  them,  by  the  Dame  of  Le  Near,  ordered 
this  dtpouBBt  to  go  lo  bis  own  house,  eaying  that 
he  ahould  put  htm  and  hb  family  under  gnhrd. 
To  which  thia  deponent  replied,  that  ha  woirid 
not  be  put  under  tfuard  by  him  uuleas  he  bad  ab- 
thoritv  Irom  the  Uaited  Slates  as  thooffieeis  «f 
this  Territory  to  do  >o.  WheretipOn  tbe  offiaor 
drew  bia  awood, «  dtrk)  and  tbnaMiad  to  Mn 
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this  depoDCBt  through  in  *n  inBianl  if  he  did 
sabmii.  Then  one  of  the  compaDf  cocked  hia 
piaiol,  bat  (aid  nothing.  Thea  Glascock  came 
up  witb  a  rifle  in  his  band,  and  ordered  this  de- 
ponent to  go  along  instantly,  or  be  would  maki 
nim.  This  deponent  replied,  that  he  would  no 
go;  that  liie^  nad  no  business  above  the  line,  and 
ordered  them  to  go  below,  where  they  belooged. 
Le  Near  replied  to  thla,  that  hia  auihority  was 
abo*e  (he  line  ai  well  aa  below.  Damn  the  line, 
be  did  not  regard  it,  aad  other  words  to  thai  pur- 

Soie.  After  this,  the  party  went  oSl  and  left  this 
eponent  But  before  they  went  off.  two  of  this 
deponent's  rods  came  up,  aod  be  told  them  what 
had  pasaed,  and  orderad  them  to  go  to  the  house 
and  get  the  guns,  and  thev  would  kill  all  the 
damned  Spaniards,  for  they  had  no  business  aboTe 
the  lioe;  and  upon  saying  this  the  patty  left  him. 
And  he  further  aaith  not. 

THOMAS  HOLDBN,  Sr. 
Taken  this  7th  day  of  September,  1605,  at  the 
town  of  Washington,  tn  nid  Territory,  before 
THOMAS  BROWN. 

No.  J. 
Isnppi  Tei 
cy  Chsiiea  de  Grand 

Town  of  Wasbington, 
Mittimppi  Territory,  Sept,  6,  1805. 

Sir:  I  was  informed  Ihat  a  number  of  armed 
men,  subjects  of  the  Ein^  of  Spain,  on  the  3d 
Instant,  entered  thia  Territory,  in  the  neighbor- 
boi>d  of  FinekneyTille,  and  there  with  force  and 
TiokoMieized  three  persons  by  the  name  of  Kem- 
per, abased  tbem  in  bd  inhuman  manner,  tied  and 
ovried  them  into  yoar  territory,  and  threatened 
ooasidetvble  outrsges  to  otbers  in  the  same  neigh- 
borhood. This  conduct,  sir,  does  iKrt  comport 
with  that  good  underslanding  aod  friendly  dispo- 
rilioa  npposed  to  exist  between  our  Gorernmenta. 
Neither  u  aueh  conduct  to  be  tolerated  by  a  Oot- 
cfnnMBt  which  is  ioflnenced  in  all  its  relations 
-with  others  by  a  regard  to  justice  and  national 
faithj  especiallr  one  so  ample  in  resources  to  do 
jnitice  to  itself,  and  to  command  respect  from 
others,  as  the  United  Siatea. 

This  letter,  sir,  is  despatched  to  you  by  a  spe- 
cial  messenger,  in  order  that  your  Excellency  may 
be  speedily  advised  of  this  uoaccountable  trans- 
actioD,  and  provide  against  similar  outrages  and 
their  coDseanenees ;  as  also  to  aiford  me  some  ex- 

Eknalion  of  the  one  which  has  given  rise  to  this 
»ier.    lam,  with  great  respect,  dfco. 

R.  WILLIAMS. 

No.S. 
Liantenaat  Wilson  to  Govemor  Williams. 

PoiKT  CotrPBE;  Sept.  6, 1606. 
6ik:  I  conceife  ft  to  be  my  duty  to  give  yon  a 
ataiemmt  respecting  the  rescue  of  the  Kempers 
from  a  party  of  Spanish  subjects.  Information 
was  given  to  me  that  Kemper  ai>d  several  Ameri- 
can* were  taken  by  force  of  arms  from  their  resi- 
dence at  PinekDeyviUe,  by  a  party  of  Spaniafa 


subjects,  and  were  on  tbeir  way  la  Buci!«-. 
I  immediately  manned  the  boat,  ud  u  a 
Kempers,  Reuben,  Nalbin,  and  Singflt^j 
with  theKUard,  prisooets,  who  Ihitiue.:.- 
meot.  and  shall  keep  them  so  Dsiillittri^ 
ders  from  the  proper  aaibarityferilnrris. 
I  have  had  taken  tne  denaaitionsoftirLcir 
and  two  of  their  guara^  irbicti  I  ucIkt-. 
My  force  is  weak,  and  I  eip«ct  uinuc: 
the  other  side  of  the  river.  1  ihsll,  bovtirp 
ihem  as  hearty  reception  uthtniMiinr: 
force  will  admit  of.     As  QoTeniMCIiiktj; 

E resume,  with  yon,  I  hope  you  will  cwir: 
im,  ana  let  me  knowasspeedilrii^ifii 
is  to  be  done.  I  have  wrote  UfUii  9ittii 
Fort  Adams,  to  send  a  reiiifotennnii,eLU 
the  good  of  the  service  really  tcqniieii 
I  have  the  honor,  tu. 

WILUAM  WIISM 

No.  3. 
Captain  Sparks  ta  the  Oovemo  i<  &  ^ 
Territoiy. 

FoBT  Adams,  SpLrjX 
Sir;  I  harethehonortoforwinjnii'f^ 
from  Captain  Wilson,  at  Poini  Cmp-  ^^ 
should  be  yoor  wish  to  hate  [he^i^''' 
ferted  to  taken  to  this  place,  to  be  tort** 
to  the  civil  authority,  tnecommu'^*"' 
tern  and  twenty-five  men  Ihinn'^u 
post  10  reinforce  Captain  Wilson  irillli a™ 
to  execute  it.    I  am,  Ac. 

'       '       RSfllB 

No.  4. 


WASniNOTOM,  MiaaiBNFK  Ta«:^. 

8ik:  I  this  moment  received  )'■"' ^ 
dated  the  5ih  ioBtant,  informii^  me  o(  f^''' 
ing  taken  and  confined  a  Spaniii  Fi^  ^-J 
had  onihenightof  the  third  instsidOT^. 
from  this  Territory  the  three  Krmpw'^V^ 
party  had  in  their  poasessioowbenrixi'''** 
Your  conduct,  sir,  on  thisoecanoii.iiim"^ 
bation,  so  fat  as  I  am  infonneilofiL 

I  request  that  you  will,  with  »!'  P**, 
spatch,  have  conveyed  to  tbis  TerriiwT  *'■. 
of  the  offending  party,  to  be  delirerri  o<c'- 
civit  authority  i  also  the  Kempen-  \f^' '^ 
will  deliver  them  at  Fort  Adsm*  w(*n-; 
orders  will  remain.  Captain  Sfeikjln'*": 
me  the  reinforcement  he  seoiyoaviU*"*^' 
lard  for  the  above  purpose.  . 

.  endoae,  for  yoorinfornittioo,ih(e^  ; 
order  which  I  have  ihisday  issued  ism^^:- 
of  these  outrages,  and  others  tomouw 
line  eastwardly  from  PinckneyviUe- 

"°'      ROBBRT  WIEJJ** 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


1197 


APPENDIX. 


AeloMofi*  loithSpabi. 


The  GOTemor  ^  lit*  MiuMtifp  Tanitory  lo  CtpUin 
Spmrkif  coiomeiidiDg  ftt  Fort  Adjmu. 


SiHT  As  I  was  sttrtiiM;  from  Wwhiiifton  to 
this  place,  I  received  tout  Tetter  of  the  7th  itutant, 
with  a  despatch  from  Captain  WiliOD. 

M;  answer  to  Captain  Wilson  I  have  sent  open 
for  yoar  perusal,  which  I  pray  you  to  forward 
immediately. 

I  request  that  yoo  will  retain  and  safely  keep 
under  military  authority  the  party  that  may  be 
seat  to  yon,  agreeably  to  my  directions  to  Cap- 
tain Wilson,  until  they  are  received  bj  the  civil 
«Dthority.  Accept  my  hearty  approbation  of  your 
and  Captain  Wilnon's  attention  oa  this  oeoasioD. 

'       ROBERT  WILLIAMS. 

No.  6. 
Tha  Qoranwr  of  the  Hunasqiin  TarritoiT's  crdan  to 
ColoDsl  Ellis,  tf  the  BIh  regiment  of  the  militia  of 
sudTomlorj. 

HtAD  Qdabtbbb,  WAiBinsTOR, 

HiaaiBSiPPi  Tbibitoht, 
a^taaber  9, 1805. 
Sia :  Too  will,  on  the  receipt  of  this  order,  im- 
mediately assemble  from  your  regiment  the  foU 
lowing  deiachmenl  for  duty,  riz :  two  captains, 
two  lieutenants,  two  ensigns,  eight  sergeants,  eight 
corporals,  two  arommers,  or  bugle- horsemen,  and 
eighty-two  privalei,  to  compose  two  eonal  com- 
panies. They  are  to  be  well  aimed,  ana  supplied 
with  twelve  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man.  Not 
having  the  state  of  your  regiment  by  actual  re- 
turn. It  must  rest  with  yourself  from  wbtcb  bal- 
tailion  you  are  to  detach  them.  This  detachment 
is  to  act  as  a  patrol  near  and  along  the  line  of  de- 
marcation, to  prevent  or  ehecb  irregularities  ol 
every  kind,  l^ey  are  to  rendezvous  at  Pinck- 
neyTille  from  whence  they  will  be  detached  to 
their  different  posts.  As  soon  as  they  are  assem.- 
bled,  a  return  of  them  will  be  made,  naming  the 
commissioned  oEBcers,  and  reporting  the  strength 
and  the  state  of  arms,  dbc.,  and  forward  to  the 
inspector  at  this  place,  when  you  will  receive  far- 
ther orders.  In  the  niean  time,  the  detachments 
will  be  active  as  patrols,  examining  all  equivocal 
characters  passing  the  line  below,  and  especially 
if  by  night,  stopping  and  securing  any  armed  ~ 
ties  improperly  passing  the  lines,  as  m  some 
instances;  and,  in  short,  affording  all  proper 
tection  in  their  power  to  the  citizens  of  the  i 
ted  States  and  their  property.  The  belter  to  effect 
this,  one  captain,  and  his  command,  will  be  de- 
tached to^he  eastern  part  of  the  tine  to  be  guard- 
ed, and  tafe  post  on  or  near  the  Ti^hfau,  from 
whence  the  communication  must  be  kept  np  '~ 
meet  the  patrol  detached  from  post  near  the  w 
end  of  the  line. 

Every  occurrence  worthy  of  note  can  and  muf  t 
be  communicated  in  this  way  to  the  senior  cap- 
tain, whoM  poet  will  be  in  or  near  Pinckaeyville  j 


and  who  will  report  either  direct  to  head-qurtn% 
or  to  the  inspector's  office.  Should  any  hoatite 
attempt  be  made,  either  on  the  citizens,  property, 
or  the  detachment  on  daty,  force  must  be  repelled 
with  force.  R.  WILLIAMS. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Robert  Williuui,  Esq.,  Gov- 
emor  of  the  Miaisiippi  Territory,  to  the  Secretaij  of 
Suie. 

MiseiasiPFt  TERaiTonr, 

Watlungton,  Oct.  1, 1805. 
By  my  communication  of  the  14th  ultimo^  yoa 
rere  informed  of  some  outrages  committed  wiihia 


ther  information,  Governor  Grand  Prfi's  letter  ii 
answer  to  miiK  of  tbs  6th  ultimo,  and  my  reply 
to  him,  marked  and  numbered  I  and  2;  also  the' 
document*  marked  1,  2,  and  3,  which  will  iftforin 
'on  of  the  further  stspi  taken  in  this  afbir. 

The  military  patrol  which  I  ordered  out  on  (fc* 
line  were  organized  and  disbanded,  on  holding 
themselret  in  readiness,  and  places  appointed  to 
rendezvous  under  a  atandjng  order  to  tne  officera 
comnuinding,  to  check  any  disorders  that  might 
-->peBr. 

I  hare  the  satisfaction  lo  inform  you  that  thinga 
in  that  quarter  have  become  vtiy  quiet  and  aettlM, 
which  I  believe  wonid  not  have  been  iheeate  but 
for  the  measures  which  were  pursued. 

Some  of  our  citizens  were  concerned  in  this 
buaineaa,  and  are  bound  over  to  coart  for  praac- 
CDtion. 

[EnclosiiTes  accompanying  the  above.] 
QovemOT  Orand  Pt^  to  Oovemoa;  WiUiama. 
Baton  Rousb,  Sept.  9, 1809^ 
Mt  Deib  Sih:  I  have  received  your  letter, 
dated  the  6th  insHni,  relative  to  the  extraordinary 
event  that  happened  at  Pinckneyville,  on  the  3a 
instant,  viz:  the  assault  on  the  three  brothen, 
Kempers,  br  persons  anknown,  and  disguised,  it 
is  said,  lu  mack,  who  conducted,  them  on  iliat 
part  of  the  Territory  which  it  has  pleased  His 
Majesty  to  commit  to  my  charge.  The  occur- 
rence is  singular,  and  of  which  Iliad  no  informa- 
tion till  the  night  between  the  7th  and  8[h^  by  one 
of  the  commanders  of  the  patrols,  who,  unea  the 
inroads  committed  by  that  turbulent  banditti, 
headed  by  the  Kempers,  have  been  stationed  near 
the  frontiers  and  within  the  interior  settlement  of 
Feliciana.  The  first  gave  me  information  under 
dale  of  the  5th,  that,  by  night,  he  met  with  a  party 
of  men  disguised  and  armed,  who  were  conduct- 
ing three  others,  whom  they  immediately  aban- 
doned, and  retired  with  precipiiaiion  the  same 
way  which  they  appeared  to  have  come,  without 
uttering  a  ningle  word;  his  first  care  was  to  se- 
core  the  persons  of  the  three  men,  whom  he  found 
to  be  ihe  Eernpers,  and  immediately  had  them 
conducted  to  Bayou  Tunica,  there  to  be  embarked 
under  an  escort,  and  delivered  at  my  disposal ;  be 
added  that,  oa  the  way,  the  escort  was  stopped  by 


Digitized  byGOOglC 


melvml  force,  on  the  river,  very  neu  the  eaEtem 
•bore,  by  Captsia  Wilson,  militarv  commudaDt 
M  FoiDi  GoupEe,  where  it  is  said  ibe  escort  is  Je 
'Uined,  and  ako  the  Kempers.  The  commaDde) 
-of  the  patrol  klso  declaiea  ibat  ic  was  impossiblt 
for  him  to  know  any  dne  of  the  persons  who 
brought  and  abandoned  the  said  Kempers,  owing 
to  [he  obscurity  of  the  night,  their  disg;iiise,  and 


ery  prompt  departure. 

all  the  information  I  have  as  yet,  but 


Thi 
hare  deapatehed  an  express  to  procure 
ample  knowledge  respecting  this  strange'and  mys- 
terious Tiolation. 

It  is  not  necessary,  I  flatter  myself,  that  Ishonld 
express  what  pains  our  GhrremmeDt  has  taken, 
and  how  unccEuingly  scrupulous  it  hai  been  to 
maiDtatn  and  constanlly  to  preserve  with  that  of 
the  Uoitad  State*  that  good  understanding  and 
birmonyj  which  it  ought  to  be  impossible  for  a 
'few  intnguioe  perfidious  adTehlurers,  diirstiog 
after  revenge  lor  private  animositiei^  to  Interrupt 
Of  this  I  hope  your  Excellency  is  fully  eonvinced, 
and  upon  this  principle  vou  will  approve  the  effi' 
eacioos  ineaBures  I  am  anoui  to  take  for  the  extir- 

fitton  (rf  this  disorder,  which  has  risen  to  its  full 
eight  on  the  territory  of  this  Oovemmea I— dis- 
order. confosioDj  violations,  outrages,  pli)nd«r,  in- 
sult to  the  magistrate ;  dragging  hinj  by  a  rope 
round  bis  neck ;  attempu  on  the  flag  of  the  Eini 
my  master,  and  now  the  violation  committed  wiiL 
<be  Kempers,  (authors  of  all  the  above  menlionetl,) 
on  the  Oovernment  of  four  Bzeelleney. 

AAer  this  eKpIicit  narrative,  I  hope  yonr  Ei- 
iwUeney  will  make  the  nMeseary  dispositions  for 
the  return  of  the  inhabitants  who  were  CKOriing 
the  three  priioners,  as  they  are  absolute  strangers 
10  all  the  circumstances  of  this  business.  1  claim 
them  from  your  Excellency's  justice,  considering 
Ihev  daustion  as  illesa],  as  abo  that  of  the  pris- 
oaen  tber  were  conducting,  these  having  been 
Uik«n  within  this  Territory,  where  a  loost  siogU' 
Ur  event  had  btouAht  them,  and  I  cannot  imagine 
what  could  have  ^n  the  design  of  the  authr— 
of  this  plot}  saving,  however,  for  a  subaequc. 
determination  respecting  the  legality  of  a  capture 
made  under  such  aingolax  circumsunces. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be, 

CHARLES  D£  GBAND  PRE. 

Most  Excellent  R.  Wiluams. 

ChxeiiMr  WUlisma  to  OorcnioT  OnnA  Pti,  in  ansitar 
Wabbinqton,  Sept.  30, 1805. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  in  answer 
Ip  mine  of  the  6th,  I  received  some  days  ago ;  but 
the  equivocal  manner  with  which  you  treated  the 
subject  of  my  letter  aflbrded  little  or  no  informa- 
tion, and  rendered  it  expedient  to  delay  an  answer 
until  I  should  obtain  such  informaiioa  relative 
thereto  as  would  enable  me  to  treat  the  subject 
with  that  candor  which  our  respective  situations 
require,  and  the  interest  and  honor  of  our  Gov- 
ernments demand. 

Previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  I  under- 
stood that  the  three  Kempers  were  retaken  by 
Lieutenant  Wilson,  near  Point  Coup6e,  wherd 


they,  together  with  the  Spanish  gnuj.ini^ 
tained.  I  gave  orders  for  the  mnoTiJ:-^ 
and  their  escort  to  Fort  Adans,  willn  feV 
ritory.  They  have  aU  been  deJiTcndnn:.' 
civil  autborily  for  ezamiaaiioB,  u  ude 
posed  offences  conamitied  witbioiUiTe:' 
or  that  might  bo  cognizable  fay  ibedriKx- 
iheieof}  and  1  now  have  the  fauraKu 
you,  that  theotKrages  whiekurre  ibta.->.. 
my  letter  to  you  of  the  5lhiiulul,tHai:r' 
'  been  committed  bj  citizens  of  tbeCtidfa 
in  combination  with 
log  wkhin  the  inrisdiction  d 
ernmeno,  all  of  whom  are  liiUt  u  k  pic 
under  Ihe.authorityand  Uwiafi^Gumsi 
and  of  this  Territory.  It  il»  iptwiitj 
six  persons,  subjects  of  SpaiD,c«Dfogvi? 
cort,  to  wit:  William  Barker, CliirA^ 
John  Morris,  John  Raicli^  Garjt  ti  ^ 
Adam  BiogftiDHn,  were  accetsoriaitJcrB 
Htes  with  the  oSendiog  parly.  uJ ■!>:>■" 
been  legally  treated  as  suchbifthiiGi'iBe: 
but  beiogdesirons  tokeepaliTewifO»J 
harmony,  and  good  undentaadii{  M '>' 
Government  of  tbe  United  Slst(sdxi9j 
Catholic  Majesty,  and  also  beemataanf 
lical  style  of  your  letter  it  is »« rl"'ts= 
the  act  was  authorized,  I  hare  ^Jf^ 
men,  composing  the  escort,  to  lei™  ?^ 
safely  conducted  to  the  territory  p«  if  <" 
Catholic  Majesty.  The  Kempen,iiiiil^ 
Excellency  complains  as  having  biui'jf^ 
authors  oi  these  outrages,  I  hiieaiB'-^ 
bound  to  their  good  beharioniiiB''''''!,^ 
peace  towards  your  Goveraiiiettl,ilii''f^l' 
It  is  aUo  proper  I  should  iafom  jw"** 
cv,  that,  in  a  few  days  after  the  iixie'' 
of  tbe  6ih  instant  to  you,  I  receiid*^ 
that,  some  days  before,  a  l*fil»f,t^* 
armed,. commanded  by  LieaieouiGu^^' 
ofCapiainJones'scompanyofSpuisli-?^ 
entered  this  Territory  in  the  ii=f»=*; 
Tiehfau  creek,  and  there  threaiwMi*'* 
abuse  of  some  of  tbe  inhabitaou;  *'**^ 
ried  by  force,  from  (heir  house  of  i*"*!' 
by  the  name  of  William  E'^u'f'V'tc 
wife,  into  the  territory  poMCssal if  Hi"^ 
Majesty,  whom  tiiey  drtainedscflW"" 
and  on  their  releasement,  look  im  W^^ 
bridle,  and  saddle,  belonging  u  «"  '^ .. 
gan,  and  which  I  am  inftrraed  t««  J*; 
sold  under  the  orders  of  an  o&m  «f  If 
ernment.  I  request  foi]rEK*lkwi"^'j'j 
into  this  aflair,  and  givemeaniuve"'*^ 


I  trust  the  lenient  measures  wti(li,I^"„ 
to  be  pursued  upon  this  occasion  wiU  "  *  , 
preciated,  and  attributed  to  tie  pwpo  <^ 
and  that  your  Excellency  will  vawr^^ 
adopting  snch  measoies  as  will  F"*^ 

Vonr  Excellency  demandsofoieil'fij"'^* 


IS  your  priso 


jurisdiction,  where  the  most  siDgiuy  "  . 
brought  them."  Permit  me,  sir,  widiwi'-, 
ing  on  the  merits  of  this  demuo,  "luui 
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susceptible  ot,  to  bftrdy  BUggest,  as  a  reawi 
mjr   nOD-compIiance,    thtt    coDaequeneei    which 
would  necessarily  flow  from  a  compliance  with 
demaada  made  uoder  such  circa mstancea,  ai 
founded  on  trsDUCtiona  of  this  kind. 

I  have  the  h<HioT  lo  be,  Aa. 

ROBERT  WILUAM8. 

His  Rxc'r  CBAfi.  Dfl  OuaD  Prb. 

WASBiifsToif,  a^.  S3, 1806. 
Sir:  Findiog  you  )>a4  left  tbii  when  I  returned 
fromNate^l,Hf.  ShieldefoUowiwithmy  oideri 
to  CaptaJQ  SpaTka.comiaaadiDgat  the  foit.    En- 
closed isa  copy  of  my  letter  to  bim,  indicativeof 
the  wish  of  tne  Executive  of  this  Teiriiory 
the  occasion,  which  I  trasi  will  be  compatible 
with  the  ciril  authority. 
I  am,  ftc. 

BO^RT  WILLIAMS. 
Jodgv  ROSITBT. 

WasHtitoTON,  Sept.  S3, 1805. 

Bib:  I  lure  raeeired  yont  letter  of  tbe  SOth 
instHDi,  ionormiitg  me  of  the  arrival  of  the  pris- 
ooera  from  Point  Coup6e,  at  Fort  Adams. 

I  revest,  that  they  ma|''  all  b«  dalivered  ovar  to 
Judge  Rodney,  oi  some  juatke  of  tbe  peace,  to  be 
examined  as  toaoy  oBleEioes  they  ma^  bare  com' 
mitted  witbin  the  lietita  of  this  Tenritory,  or  that 
may  be  coBuizaUe  bf  the  civil  authority  thereof. 

The  SpMniidi  subjects,  to  tbe  number  of  six,  a 
I  am  infotcned,  should  they  be  discharged  by  the 
civil  auihoriiy.IiequeaC  that  you  will  cause  them 
to  be  escorted  oy  a  sufficieM  guanl,U>  the  tine  di- 
viding this  Territory  from  that  possessed  by  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  there  liberated,  add  snfl«red  to 
pass  into  his  junsdietion. 

As  to  the  Eeiiiptri,  I  praume  (bar  wiH  be  iealt 
with  as  the  law  will  avtborize;  and  my  ho]^  is, 
that  they  may  he  bound  to  their  good  hehaTiour, 
and  tokee(>tfaepeace,aswell  towards  tbe  citizens 
of  the  United  Btatet  as  the  subjects  of  His  Gfttbo- 
lie  Majesty. 

Accept  my  beat  Desseets,  4us. 

ROBBRT  WILLIAMS. 

Capt.  RicBARD  Spabks, 

MiUiary  CmtmaatUmt  at  thtt  Jdamt, 

TowK  OF  WiaBiaoTON,  Sept.  30, 1805. 
Dbar  Sin:  On  the  35th  or  26lb  of  this  instant, 
I  made  examination  into  the  troth  of  the  outiue 
committed  in  this  Territory,  at  and  near  Piacs- 
Dey  ville,  on  tbe  nisht  of  the  3d  of  this  instant,  on 
the  persons  of  Reabeuj  Natbao,  and  Samuel  Kem- 
per. Tbia  outrage  appears  to  hare  been  commit- 
ted by  a  combination  of  persons,  some  residing 
above,  and  some  below,  (he  line  of  demaraation. 
Among  tbem  was  a  Doctor  Bonner,  a  Henry 
Flower  son  of  Doctor  Flower,  and  a  Mr.  McDer- 
mot,  who  were  active  above  the  line,  imd  ate  said 
to  reside  below.  The  party,  composed  of  twelve 
white  men  and  seven  negroes,  first  assaulted  aod 
broke  the  bopse  ef  Nathan  Keinper.  and  seized 
wd  tied  bim  and  hia  htothw  ReubBn;  then  a 


part  of  them  went  lo  the  house  of  Samuel  Kem- 
per, broke  into  his  room,  and  took  and  tied  him 
alsoj  and  the  two  parties  met  again  near  the 
line,  and  went  in  company  on  tne  high  road 
till  they  got  a  few  feet  below  the  line,  where  Cap- 
tain Alston,  with  a  party  of  twelve  men,  lay  m 
wait,  and  marched  out  of  the  bushes  and  took  pas- 
session  of  the  Kempers ;  at  the  instant,  all  the 
other  party  dispersed  and  run  off.  Alston  and 
his  party  loen  conducted  the  Kempers  down  to 
Bayou  Tunica  landing,  and  put  them  on  board  of 
a  boat,  and  ordered  sn  of  his  men,  to  wit,  Wil- 
liam Barker,  Charles  Stewart,  John  Morris,  John 
Ratclifr,  George  Rowe,  and  Adam  Bingaman,  to 
take  them  down  to  Baton  Ronze-  On  their  way 
down,  when  they  got  opposite  the  American  gar- 
rison  at  Point  CoupSe,  the  boat  was  taken  by 
Captain  Wilson,  the  Kempers  released,  and  the 
Bpanish  subjects  made  prisoners.  It  appearing, 
on  examination  of  the  Kempers,  that  the  six  per-* 
sons  last  mentioned  had  not  acted  above  tbe  fine, 
they  were  liberated,  as  will  appear  by  a  document 
I  enclose.  None  of  the  Spanish  subjects  that 
were  active  in  fheoutraj^  above  the  line  were 
taken  into  onstody;  bot  if  they  had  been  in  cus- 
tody, they  would  have  been  detained  for  trial. 
And,  indeed,  it  was  to  evident  that  the  party  be- 
low the  line  were  acting  confederate  With  those 
abova,  had  tbey  not  been  the  subjects  of  a  Qov- 
ernment  in  amity  with  us  tbe  six  persons  dis- 
charged might  have  been  legally  detained  until 
due  sati'j&ction  was  made.  I  was  careful,  how- 
,  to  avoid  anything  that  would  in  the  least 
tend  to  violate  the  amity  of  tbe  two  jiationt,  a&d 
therefore  thon^t  proper  to  libtrate  them,  though 
I  tbiok  oni  mttiury  ofieaca  fully  justified  in  d«- 
taining  them  till.legally  dischar|^ 

I  am,  respectfully,  tx. 

THOMAS  RODNEY. 

P.  S.  Justice  Baker  was  also  directed  la  re- 
quite bail  of  Reuben,  Nathan,  and  Samuel  Kem- 
per, respectively,  to  keep  the  peace,  especially 
tovatds  the  subjects  of  the  King  of  Spaia,  and  to 
do  no  injury  to  any  one  below  tbe  line  of  demar- 
cation. T.  R. 


Auwnafli  niaiite  to  Ae  dttmtion  of  fiMie  bmld- 

ingt  at  HtK  OrUiMU,  ^ 
Extracts  of  letten  from  General  James  WUknuon  la 
the  Secretary  of  Wu. 
New  OauANB,  December  37, 1803. 
Onr  troops  are  not  yet  in  quarters,  but  coatinae 
<  occupy  uie  redoubts  which  sunound  the  town, 
under  their  tents,  which  has  occasioned  great  dis- 
content and  produced  much  sickness ;  nor  have 
we  been  able  to  get  possession  of  a  single  slorc- 
hoose  or  magazine  for  the  reception  of  our  tools, 
implements,  stores,  baggage,  and  provicions.    I  am 
now  working  on  a  partition  of  the  barracks,  to 
separate  our  troops  from  those  of  Spain,  and  hope 
I  shall  be  able  to  get  our  men  under  cover  to< 
morrow;  but  I  am  reduced  to  the  painful  neces- 
sity, after  waiting  thus  long,  lo  hire  stores  for  the 
receptioft  nf  our  proviaioDs,  bospilal  stoMS,  ammo- 


DigitizcdbyGOOglC 


Relatiant  viA  Spain. 


niiioD,  armi,  aad  other  articles,  irhicli  expeoie 
should, in  tny  judgmeDI,  be  charged  to  the  French 
Republic,  and  therefore  *.  leparale  accoUDi  wit 
be  Itepi  of  it,  and  all  other  esjieoiei  which  may 
accrae  in  coDseqaence  of  the  incomplete  eieca- 
tioD  of  the  treaty. 

New  Okleaub,  March  2, 1B04. 

It  paioB  me  siill  to  be  obliged  to  write  pou  from 
this  place,  but  the  causei  which  hare  prevented 
my  departure  Blill  eziAl.  The  Prefect  of  France 
tnd  the  Spanish  troops  are  ilill  in  lown^  and  the 
magazine*  and  store-houses  siill  in  their  posset- 
■ion,  while  we  are  obliged  to  pa}[  rent  for  oar  own 
accommodation.  Mf  patience  is  nearly  exhaust- 
ed, and  I  shall  not  be  detained  many  davt  longer, 
nuieM  aoraeihing  rery  unezpeeied  should  occur  to 
make  it  my  duty. 

We  hsTeappearancei  of  the  Prefect's  intention 

>  aoon  to  depart,  though  they  are  contradicted  by 

other  circumslancei.    As  to  the  Marquis  de  Casa 

Calvo,  and  the  Spanish  officers  generally,  they 

indicate  no  iDtenilon  whalerer  of  moving. 

Governor  Folch  sailed  three  days  since  for  Pen- 


ucola,  but  he  was  not  accompanied  by  : 

it  is  now  said  thai  ther  will  follow  him  in  a  lew 

days.    Yet  I  suspect  the  Marquis  de  Cast.  Cairo 

will  keep  a  detachment  here  tor  hi*  accommoda- 

tioo. 

You  have,  under  cover,  a  list  of  guards,  which 
the  Spauiaios  mounted  in  the  city  yesterday,  but 
^ou  must  not  believe  that  this  singular  spectacle 
u  permitted  by  my  consent 
A  rs<Mri»  ^  gvarda  mutinttd  in  New  Orieanaby 
the  troop*  of  Spain,  Mtrch  2i,  1801. 
SBTgMnta.  CMponla.  ~ 
1.  Harqni*  de  Cua  Cairo  1 
3.  Governor  Sticedo  1 

3.  iDteodaot  M««le*         -  1 

4.  Auditor       -        .  —  l 

5.  Magazine   .        -  -  1 

6.  Hoepital     -        -  -  1 

7.  DtagooBs  of  Mexico     -  1 


New  OBLK*i*a,  April  15, 1804. 

I  hare  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  about 
three  hundred  SpMoiih  troops  embarked  for  Pen- 
sacola  on  the  8th  instant,  but  I  am  informed  that 
twelve  or  fifteen  officers,  aiid  between  siity  and 
one  hundred  meo,  will  coitiiaue  in  this  city. 

They  have  delivered  up  the  barracks,  but  occu- 
py the  hospital  and  several  detached  buildings. 

The  Prefect  made  his  codr:^  to  onr  Commis- 
Bioner«  on  the  ISih  instaot,  hut  is  still  in  town 
exercising  his  prefeetorial  and  commissariat  fane- 
lions,  yet  I  look  daily  for  his  embarkation. 

The  arrival  of  our  ordnance  stores  from  Fort 
Adams  commenced  a  few  days  since,  but  we  have 
as  yet  neiiher  stores  nor  magazines  for  their  re- 
ception, theM  being  still  occupied  by  the  French 
and  Spanish  GoverBinents, 

NewObleans,  April25,  1804, 

The  Prefect  of  Prance  embarked  on  the  21st 
inftant.  Yesterday  the  Commissioners  of  tlie  Uni- 


ted Sutes  took  leave  of  the  C 

Spain,  and  I  numbered  Iwenly-fiTt  SfW^d.  i 

cers  at  the  audience.  | 


NvwOBLBiiH,Aff14,l<H  I 

On  the  9th  instant,  sir,  the  povdnDifiw 

opposite  to  this  city,  was  dclirettd  to  mt.       ' 

Extract  of  a  latter  from  Oenml  Wikiwasii  J»  I 

iMu7orWBi,dil«d  ! 

New  OHLuim,/i*.l(iI9l 

We  did  not  until  this  day  reeeire  lit  xlmi 

the   French  and  Spanish  GomminiooEisfitUt  , 

delivery  of  the  posts  in  upper  LooitiiM. 

AMMmenit  rtJirtwe  io  fie  eMMkd  i^dt^M^  I 

Louisiana/  tttabHthmtnt  tfM»f»li:''V'^ 

munt*,  and  rtportt  oS  '  rtfimuiniflUMftj-  i 

Ezteaat  of  a  latlM  &oa  CtttHn  Tm«I>G>m"I 

James  Wakil>siHi,JMl 

Hatobitoobsi,  it'  \  '**■ 
Binee  I  lest  wrote,  oodiingofB»tiiBp(«u»t' 
hat  transpired.  Oar  neighbwtniHW^'"' 
sort  of  conduct  towards  nB,wlwii«»'''"' 
alone  would  justify.  Enry  pm"  "'C^ 
from  here  is  strietly  examiDM  *i4  "'"^"' 
alt  tetters  found  in  their  ?<»»>" ■".'T' 
open  and  perused  with  an  eiiMi«iHortoa( 
them  big  with  treuon,  strttsgeai,™  «>•* 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  ssiain*'"*.^ 
Natcbitocbu,  0*  'i  l™ 

The  Spaniards  *n  tudoobbtfr  •>«h^!^ 
chief  in  this  quarter ;  iheir  «Bii«w  »"  Ifr 
at  work  among  the  Indians  ui  "V^.Z 
night  before  last,  nine  of  the  l«w"""j"i?: 
ewdoehes,  who,  it  has  beta  mw"^/*:, 
been  persuaded  so  to  do  by  ■  SpsnM""** 
of  Nacogdoches,  telling  them  thii,  M  »» ;T 
rival  there,  they  wooU  be  n>*d«ii»  if™" 
of  thirty  are  at  this  moment  ^'"'"I^TZ 
in  the  plot  of  elopement ;  and  ■i>«'''(^>,  -» 
extent  and  nature  of  the  p1«n  if  n'"*?"',!^' 
iogtolighL  Today  it  isdiseorerriiWl* 
ihf  nine*  hare  returned,  to  row  i»l -rj 
their  conrederaies  and  others  wtoW'?^, 
plicated ;  an  Indian  boy,  who  wu  a  om  "  , 
cabins,  flives  the  inteltigenee.  il\*^'^^ 
reiurorf  were  instilling  into  the  oiberi,  iW*^ 
plot  has  been  discovered,  r 


..,„„™.,...b«"f£ 

them  to  be  more  determined,  ftc.  *<;■  i 
district  is  in  the  most  alarming  rtaK.W^^^J; 
ble  ruin  to  it,  and  perhaps  alt  loaiii»"i  *  ^ 
the  cout-equeuce,  unless   P'o"P'.'"''JXft 
taken  to  slop  ihe  infamous  proeeediop'* 
fernat  Spaniards.  ,     ,_i)i 

I  received  a  message,  the  olh*r^r,t™" 
Cousadee  or  Alabama  Indiaos,  '^lo^'Ji^ 
other  Indians,  stimulated  by  the  Spo'^^^^ 
desiied  them  to  more  orer  the  lue,  (il"f  "'"* 
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00  this  Bide  the  Sabine  within  the  district  of  Ope- 
lousas,)  and  informed  them  that  they  wished  them 
to  join  a  war  against  the  Anaericaaa ;  npon  lefus- 
ing,  they  ihreaiened  to  cut  tbem  off  whereTct 
they  should  meet  with  them.  Further,  that  a 
great  council  was  about  to  lie  held,  to  which  alt 
the  Indians  were  inrited,  and  Ihe  Sptniarda  were 
to  hare  large  presents  there  for  them.  This  intel- 
ligence has,  witbia  a  few  days,  been  corroborated 
by  a  white  man  living  near  tne  Sabine,  whom  the 
Indiana,  being  friendly  towards,  desired  to  qoit,  as 
shortly  depredations  were  to  commence  on  the 
• 1  frontier. 


EztiaM  of  a  latter  from  Doctor  Joho  Bible;  to  the  8w> 
retary  of  War,  dated 

Natcbitocheb,  May  1, 1805. 

The  Choctaw  chief,  at  the  same  time,  reported 
to  me,  ifaai  a  party  of  bis  people  bad  lately  re- 
turned froni  a  bunting  voyage  on  the  bay. of  St. 
Bernard,  and  that  they  there  fell  in  with  two  jiar- 
lies  {^  Spanish  troops,  who  had  latelv  arrtred 
there  by  w«ler,  and  haa  their  shipping  tnen  lying 
there ;  that  they  were  bnilding  two  roris  and  had 
got  them  eoDsideraUy  adrancedi  one  of  ibem  at 
the  month  6f  Triaiiy  rrrer,  at  ibe  Oekekesaws, 
the  other,  rnrther  to  the  westward,  near  the  Ca- 
rauknas ;  tliey  did  not  know  by  what  name  they 
called  the  place,  but  I  take  ii  to  be  Matacordo  ; 
that  the  Spanish  ofGcer  at  Oekekesaws  had  com- 
missioned one  of  his  hasten  as  a  chief,  and  told 
bim  the  Aoiericans  holding  this  coaotry  were  all 
wind ;  that,  if  they  were  wise,  they  wosld  ab>D- 
doQ  us  and  attach  theafkel*et  to  tbem,  (the  Span- 
iards,) far  ibeir  old  friends  would  not  forsake 
them;  but  that  they  were .adraDcing  against  the 
Americans,  and  should  soon  build  a  fort  in  Ope- 
lousas,  and  another  at  Altakapas,  and  one  at  oi 
near  Natchitoches,  and  proceed  on  towards.  New 
Orleans  ;  and  that  the  officer  told  him  he  was  in 
want  of  spades  to  go  on  faster  with  the  works; 
and  that,  if  the  lodiaos  would  come  in  among  the 
Americans  and  buy  what  thev  could  and  bring  to 
him,  he  would  give  them  a  norse  for  each  spadi 
they  would  bring. 

This  hunter,  on  bis  arrival  at  Bayoa  Chero,  at 
the  Choc  taw  village,  finding  the  chief  absent,  sen 
off  a  runner  to  noiity  him  of  it^  and  to  he  on  bi 
guard  against  the  Americans,  for  all  Louisian 
would  soon  belong  again  to  Spain. 

Mr.  Fulsome,  who  I  occasionally  employ  w  a 
interpreter,  was  present  when  the  ehiei  reeeired 
this  toessa^e,  and  came  in  with  him  to  me,  who 
likewise  said  that  there  was,  at  the  same  time,  a 
Spaniard  in  the  Choctaw  oamp  asleep,  a'ad  that 
aner  the  ranner  bad  deliverea  his  message,  he 
(Fulsome)  awakened  the  Spaniard,  and  asked 
him  if  he  knew  anything  of  a  Spanish  force  hav- 
ing arrivedattheOekekesawSgandhesaidbeltad 
heard  so. 

An  American  gentleman,  a  Captain  Fristo.  of 
Tennessee,  was  with  me  a  few  hours  ago.  Fie  is 
lately  from  Nacogdoches,  and  informs  me  that  be 
nadentood  the  nme  when  he  was  at  that  place.  - 


Fort  Claiborne,  (Ndtehitoc^.) 

May  3, 1605. 
Within  these  two  days  I  have  received  infor- 
mation that  the  Spaniards  have  absolutely  estab- 
lished tbenwelvei,  both  at  Matagorda,  and  the 
Orcoquisaa.  The^oamebyBea,  and  immediately 
cammeoced  fortifying.  The  informer  is  an  In- 
dian chief  of  the  Cboctaws,  who  says  that  a  war- 
rior of  hia  nation,  who  has  been  hauting  with  the 
Carankuas,  on  the  tny  uf  St.  Bernard,  haa  re- 
tamed  loaded  with  Spuiah  preMtita  and  catassca, 
and  says  that  the  comma&aing  offioer  told  hiaa 
that  he  and  his  people  had  better  abaadon  the 
Ameiieans,  and  some  tmder  the  protection  of  the 
BpaDiaids,  who  would  never  ntraake  their  lAi 
fneflds;  and  bid  him  witneaa  their  preaeat  pro- 
ceedings, giving  to  undentand  that  it  waa  only 
preparstoiy  to  their  taking  poaaeMioD  of  the  coun- 
try again,  wiuch  would  not  remain  long  in  the 
haods  of  the  Amarieaiw,  as  they  meast  to  edge 
tbemselvea  along  till  tbey  sot  to  Orleans;  tluit 
the  warrior  appeared  to  believe  what  was  told 
bim,  and  had  returned  with  different  ideas  respeol- 
inff  the  Americans  than  be  poBReMed  before.  The 
informer  farther  says,  that  the  Spanish  troops 
were  in  want  of  spades,  and  told  thts  ladian,  aad 
those  who  were  with  him,  that  if  they  would 
bring  some  from  this  place,  or  Opelousas,  be  would 
give  them  a  horse  for  every  one  delivered. 


NATCBirooBBfl,  May  31  1806. 
I  seat  Mr.  Pnliome  to  bring  in  the  chief  and  the 
pttrtT  of  Cboctaws,  who  had  lately  returned  from 
the  bay  of  SL  Bernard,  and  had  given  an  account 
of  the  posts  of  Metagordo  and  the  Oekekesaws 
being  lately  taken  possession  of.  Mr.  Fulsome 
found  them  and  brougbt  them  in.  He  can  give 
nocerCatn  acconnt  of  any  troops  being  at  li^ta- 
gordo,  bat  be  was  at  the  Oekekesaws,  and  saw 
them  ;  they  were  building  a  fori :  bat  a  small  Lum- 
ber t>f  ■oldier*.  The  chief  says,  the  Spanish  offi- 
cer advised  bim  and  all  his  nation  to  come  to 
them  ;  that  their  great  father  over  the  water  had 
not  forgotten  them,  and  gave  them  not  only  hfs 
hand  but  bis  whole  arm.  He  says  the  party  he 
saw  came  there  by  land :  but  the  eveniag  he  left 
the  place,  he  saw  a  vessel  in  ibe  bay,  that  the  offi- 
cer said  was  comiog  to  them  with  a  reinforcement 
He  likewise  says,  he  heard  they  intended  to  build 
forts  soon  at  Opelonsas,  Atiakapas,  and  Natcliito- 
ches,  bat  he  did  not  hear  the  officer  say  it. 

Extraa  of  a  letter  &om  Dr.  John  Sibley  to  dia  Secre- 
tary ef  War,  dated 

NiTCBiTOOHEa,  July  2, 1806. 
A  mail  by  the  name  of  St.  Prie  arrived  here  yes- 
terday fVora  the  Spanish  country.  He  speaks 
French :  1  have  had  some  cooversatioo  with 
htm.  He  says  that  there  are  five  hundred  fami- 
lies arrived  at  Bt.  Antonio,  lettleu,  with  a  con- 
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•iderabia  r«ioforeetaeat  of  iroopa;  aod  that  me 
huodied  Boldier*  were  comiag  to  Nacogdochei 
fifty  of  whom  were  to  be  there  by  the  15th  iust. 

Extract  of  fc  lettor  from  Iha  MUte  io  thft  Mue,  dated 
NATCHrrooBBs,  Atigiut  8, 1886. 


GiMt  paiu  ar«  ceHaioiy  taken  by  MOpUkriDg 

'- —   iDditi ' ' '  ■'      

omti 

u  not  XoDg  to  EcniBin  ia  the  ku4*  of  tite  Uidi«l 


here,  aDditmigen  pawing  throi^  th«  eoaatry  to 
utd  from  towara  Hazico,  to  frcaliMi  and  katp  alive 
rt  and  belief,  that  ikia  pait  of  the  conBCry 


Stales. 

The  dar  bef««  yflelMd»  the  Baron  Baatnp, 
u  intimate  aogBaintaaee  of  Ibe  Marquis  de  Can 
Cairo,  pttaaed  tbi«ngli  this  plase  from  Orleaac  od 
hi*  way  to  Mexico ;  oa  «bat  war  be  took  great 
naia*  lo  cirotilate  the  report,  and  to  tell  all  IM  iB- 
ubitanta  be  apoke  with,  that  the  eotutry  waalc 
ere  laoKbeagaianadertlieQaveramaDt  of  Spain, 
Ae.  He  speaks  Frenoh,  English,  and  Spanish. 
Assurances  of  thai  kind,  »ob  a  eharactei  like  die 
Baron,  make  a  bIkob  inapre*ei(Hi  upon  the  minds 
of  the  uoinfermed  maabitaBta. 

Extract  of  a  letter  froiD  Captain  Turner  to  General 
James  Wilkinson,  dated 
FoBT  Claibosne,(Natcbitoche8,) 
September  3, 1805. 
AboDt  amootbagoMr.  Shabut,  of  this  place, 
received  a  letter,  dated  St.  Aotanio,  from  Padre 
Pvellet,  telling  him  that  the  Commandant  Gene- 
ral, Mr.  Qrimare,  direct  from  the  Court  of  Spain, 
was  expected  in  Aagnst  at  the  Rio  Oraad,  where 
a  great  iinmbeT  of  u«  peo[de  of  the  proTinee  of 
Tiins  wu  tomeMhim)  tbntJte  was  accompani- 
ed by  seven  ooDapastes  coming  tv  St.  AnKmio, 
wbieb  place  he  was  to  w^e  Ais  reiidMc*,  aM 
that  Captain  Anangiul  wa*  to  be  aMtiosied  irith 
bis  full  company*  at  Naeogdoehea.  Mr.  Sfaibas 
received  a  pas^Miri  front  the  Oof  moot  of  St.  An- 
tonio, anda  letter  from  the  Bishop,  neqaeMiag  him 
to  coma  ou  immediately  to  make  preparationB  for 
the Commaadaai Oaoeral.  SaidShntiaatByBtlnt 
)w,  (the  ComMandaat  General.)  was  bigb  in  tbe 
toDBdeace  of  the  Couk  of  Spain,  and  sent  on  ac- 
CoaiiE  of  the  limits.  Sic  hundred  families  coming 
from  Spain  to  settle  Hatagoirdo  had  put  into  the 
Canary  islands. 

Exbaet  of  a  lettsr  Oom  &M  seme  (0  die  •aoB. 
Natcbitocbes,  Fort  CLAiBoaHH, 

September  30,  1805. 
The  new  Governor,  Antania  Qordero,  has  ar- 
lired  at  St,  Antonio. 


to  Davaaport,  written  at  Si.  Antonio, saying  that 
he  was  waiting  to  set  out  with  the  Colonel,  who 
was  to  take  the  aamnu»d  at  Nacogdoches.  He 
was  to  have  two  companies  with  him,  one  of 
which  was  to  reinforce  the  Orcoquisas,  and  the 


other  to  ba  divided  b^wama  Naeogdaeks  ui 

The  white  men  emplov«d  hy  tbe  Indiu  tfcat 
are  now  with  me,  and  relate  tiie  foUowing: 

At  about  six  days'  marcJi  nearly  aoolkwcA^ 
here,  thev  same  in  eight  of  a  aort  of  stockadta 
well  as  tney  eould  judi^  from  th«  disiaaec  t^ 
saw  iL  Tney  were  disearered  by  the  gainnt 
and  a  number  of  horaemen  (la  tbc  amoDDicf  w 
least  fifty)  immediately  aalliad  from  oni  crus 
the  picket  work  in  line,  and  nve  them  chaic.  ii 
they  approached  they  formed  a  half  ciiek.iBwdR 
to  enclose  them.  Tbey,  tl>«!  American^  CK^cd 
to  the  woods,  which  were  witbia  a  lespe^the 
Spaniards  continned  the  parsait  ahoni  f^ten 
mdea.  Tbey  imuined  the  fart  ea-piekn  neAk 
be  about  one  btm^ed  tod  twonty  milei  froo  iki 
place,  asd  ia  situated  in  open  pound  in  the  botua 
ofa  prairie,  at  the  confluence  of  iheTriBityud 
Snow  rivers,  about  twenty  miles  from  [hi  us. 
They  were  farther  iaformed  that  the  fdice  akire 
the  fort  ii  was  called  Orcoquisas. 

Extract  of  a  letter  Crora  a  Mr.  lehiwn.  Ka  rf  a  Cols- 
aal  Johnson,  of  Eeotncky.  to  Oi^  SU?- 

NAooflBo<»Ba,  Oct  3, 1S(& 
I  ban  choaea  this  method  of  iatonaa^  yoncf 
the  receipt  of  a.  letter  from  Mi.  Bur,  bai  a  fev 
nuDBles  sioMs  which  raeatioaa,  tkM  he  will  Ik 
here  the  day  after  to-morrow,  aeeamfaaaed  by  ihe 
new  commandant,  who  had  oaderhMObaigetwo 
compaaiea  of  one  haadred  and  lea  laA.  The 
""-  u  to  bestationrd  at  the  Tiiiui|r  antil  futha 
r^  the  other  is  for  this  plane,  with  oeders  is 
make  it  a  plana  of  defanoa. 


Colonel  F 

0PG1.0IISA8,  Oct.  13, 1S05. 
Testerday  Judge  Collins  waited  on  tut  and  ia- 
formed me  that  toe  minds  of  the  cilizeas  of  the 
district  were  considerably  agitated  oa  a  repoti 
being  in  circulation  that  a  nooiber  c/  Spaaok 
troops  have  taken  post  on  the  Kelqaeahocs.  sow 
diatanee  on  this  side  the  Sabine.  Repori  »p 
the  number  does  not  fall  short  of  eight  anndred. 
I  have  no  idea  the  force  is  bb  strong  as  reported ; 
bnt  that  there  ate  some  BpaBJali  trocfa  m  thai 
quarter  I  have  not  the  smallest  donbt, 

before  Capt.  Stille  left  Attakapm 


e  had  cei 

was  kept  up  on  the  Sabine,  and   \ 

weekiyframtbepost  of  Nae^doob«a.  Staecihei 
1  have  been  informed  {how  irnly  I  eanael  say) 
that  two  of  Ike  iababitaau  of  this 
ihatpoeL 


New  ORLBAMa,  Oct.  30, 1806. 
Six  hnndted  troops  bare  amred  at  Pcnsacoh 
from  ibe  Havaoa ;  and  it  is  reported  that  the  gar- 
risons of  Mobile  uid  Baton  Rouge  are  to  rtcnve 
coiuidei«ble  leinfotcemeiUa.    A  OoTet^Ge» 
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end  for  tke  pforinee  of  Tezu  ha*  Srrir«d  «t  St. 
Antonio ;  he  is  k  Bri^dier  Qenenl,  mai  Mid  to 
poasesB  military  taleDls. 

A  fort  is  nected  on  Trinity  riyer,  and  »bmit 
two  hundred  men  (the  gmler  part  oavdijr)  are 
there  aiaiiiMied. 

DoeumeniM  to  Mtnc  that  tht  tetllemmi  of  Bayou 
Pierre,  on  the  Bed  river,  at  which  a  prirudpai  ag- 
grettion  took  place,  toot  originally  m^  by  France, 
while  poiUMing  Louiiiana,  arid  came  to  the  poeta- 
lion  of  Spain  only  iy  tht  general  deSvtry  of  Loo- 
itiana  to  her,  tntdatapartofit. 

Cahpti,  ih  th£  DisTRiOT  qf 
Natchitoche8,  Sept.  14. 1305. 
Peraonally  appeared  bdbre  me,  Joan  Sibley,  one 
]f  the  maeistrates  for  ttie  county  of  Natchitoches, 
Mary  Pulogia  Qrappe  Foatioeau,  a^ed  46,  who. 
sfing  duly  eautioued  aod  sworn,  oeposeth  aod 
laiib,  that  she  beiieTes  ahe  was  born  at  (he  ancient 
C^addo  Tillage,  where  was  an  esiabliahiaeDt  of 
[i'reneh  iohaoitanta  and  some  soldieis;  and  that 
ihe  perfectly  recollects  descending  (he  rirer  with 
lei  father.  She  was  then  six  yews  of  age ;  and 
bat  her  mother  remained  behind,  to  collect  some 
lebts,  and  came  down  about  six  weeks  after;  and 
:bat  she  had  always  understood  her  family  had 
ired  there  for  a  considerable  number  of  years ; 
ind  that  there  were  a  number  of  Freadi  fauuliec 
who  had Uved  there  for  maoy  years. 

FONTIKKAU,  Veuve. 
Sworn  to  before  me, 

JOHN  SIBLEY, /.P. 


Natcbitodhbb,  Sept.  15, 1806. 
PertODMllr  appearfd  beforo  na,  John  Siblsf , 
me  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Vatehitocfaes,  JnHev  Bmfod,  an  inhabicaot  of 
3ampti,  in  aaid  eonnty,  aged  57,  who,  being  dnly 
iwora,  aq>oeelh  and  saill^  that  ae  well  rocolVetfta 
)eing  carried  from  N«tehitocb«n,  by  his  father,  is 
he  aneient  Caddo  village,  eonmonly  caHed,  by 
he  course  of  the  riTer,  aboot  one.  bondred  aHd 
leventy  leogoes  aboVe  Natchitoches,  on  Red  rirer; 
md  that,  at  that  time,  tluie  were  tlviiu;  aereral 
French  families  and  some  soldiers :  the  aant- 
tft  of  soldfers  he  does  not  remember,  bnt  only 
hat  it  w*B  a  setgeaat's  eommand,  (wbieh  ser- 
peaat  wei  Uko  bis  ftther;)  and  Aat  hb  felber, 
ty  ord«r  of  the  then  French  GoTeniSf  General  of 
liOuisiaBm,  baih  a  atnall  fort  at  said  place,  erected 
I  flog  stoS  on  which  the  Freneh  flax  used  to  be 
misted ;  the  name  c»f  the  fonwas  ealnd  Bt.  Louis 
le  Carlftretto ;  and  that,  from  the  Sppearanoe  of 
he  place,  and  ererytbioK  he  hmd  heard  and  nnder- 
.tood  aboat  it,  the  eslabllsbmeDt  had  been  made 
'or  ■  oonsideraMe  number  of  years  before  be  went 
here,  which  is  more  than  fifty  yean  ago ;  and 
bat  he  lired  there  fourteen  or  fifteen  yean,  during 
ill  which  time  there  was  continued  a  detachment 
)f  French  eoldien  then,  with  B  number  of  Frawk 


families,  who  eoatmued  to  caltiTitecam,  tobaect^ 
and  gardca  TegetaUei ;  cad  that  he  recollects  two 
email  pieces  of  cannon  being  there,  and  one  of 
them  borsdneby  firing-,  and  he  belierea  the  other 
slipped  into  tne  river,  by  an  eiearaiion  o(  its  bank, 
as  it  lay  neu*  the  edge  of  the  bank;  and  that  be 
reeolleots  there  being  some  mill-«tonea  tbere,  but 
lias  Bo  rraacmbraace  of  seeing  them  in  use.  And, 
at  the  sanre  time  that  he  hred  at  the  abore-mai' 
tioned  pUoa,  asme  French  fltmilies  were  settled 
attheYattanejMiliC  so  oalM,  being  a  p«rt  »{ 
what  is  now  eaQed  lae  Bayou  Pienre  sMtlemenij 
tuidibatt)Msaaie|riaeehaao«Btin«ed'to  beoeetH 
pied  by  Fren«h  bmiliea  erw  aiaee,  and  which  » 
DOW  uder  tk«  jvrisdictkn  of  the  Spanish  Qor- 
enMneotjio  the  prorfme  of  Teuei  and  tbu  laid 
Yattoaee  poiat  used  to  be  a  pUee  of  great  deposit 
by  ladian  traders,  before  Louisiana  was  ceded  to 
^MriD  E  nod  further,  that  he  hte  kiwwledae  ihkt 
somM  French  hunters,  while  Louisiana  belonged 
to  Frano^  planted  several  crops  of  eorn  more 
than  fifty  keagues  above  the  ancient  Caddo  vil' 
lage,  on  Red  river,  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Bt^gy 
river,  (or  the  Vassures-os  it  is  callwl ;)  and  that 
the  Ktitement  at  the  old  Caddo  village  was  aban- 
doned about  ihirty-eigbt  years  ago  ;  and  he  be- 
lieves  the  canse  of  tbeir  removal  was,  having 
large  families  of  children  growing  up ;  and,  after 
the  cession  of  Lonisiaua  to  Spain,  the  settlement 
did  not  nppear  to  augment,  and  the  families  were 
desirous  their  children  should  have  the  benefit  of 
a  better  society:  but  that  the  country  is  exceed- 
ingly plensaut  and  fertile,  and  capable  of  becom- 
ing a  rich  and  populoos  settlement.  And  further 
thedeponent  saittinot. 

JULIEN  BS:SS(»4. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  Natohiioohes,  the  16th  of 
Swtember,  1806. 

JOHN  SIBLEY, /.P. 

I,  the  snfaBerfber,  being  dtUy  sworn  as  an  inter- 
preter of  the  French  l&n^age,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  aboVe  or  foregoing  deposition  of  Julien 
Besson,  is  trnlr  interprete£ 

J.HORN. 

Natcbitocbes,  £S!p^.  IS,  1805. 
Personally  appekred  before  me,  John  Sibley, 
one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  io  said  county, 
LoOis  Lamalaty,  Esq.,  of  Campti,  in  said  couniy, 
who,  being  tfaiy  sworn,  d^koseth  and  uith,  that 
^e  is  now  sixty-six  yean  of  age;  uadtfaUMwas 
born.al  t&e  pmsenaw  called  Natchitoches.  Al- 
Shongh  he  was  nerer  st  the  place  where  the  aa- 
cicut  Caddo  village  was,  be  was  in  the  constant 
b&bit  of  seeing  the  French  inhabitants,  and  the 
soldiers  who  were  then  living  and  stationed  there, 
and  has  no  more  doubt  of  the  fact  than  though  he 
had  seen  it ;  he  saw  Mr.  Orappe  and  his  family 
when  they  returned  from  there ;  and  further,  that 
he  has  knowledgeof  the  ancient  French  establish- 
ment at  Yattave  point,  in  the  vicinity  of  Bayoa 
Pieire;  and  thattbese  French  families  lived  there 
befbre  Looiaiaiw  was  ceded  to  Spain ;  and  that 
Mr.  Vergelived  there  for  a  Dumber  of  yean  j  and 
that  nia^ce  was  luually  »  place  of  dq>oatt  for 
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tbe  IndiaD  tndet».&c.  And  further,  that  he  has 
koowUd^e  of  Mr.  Bourne,  farmerly  eotamaadaDl 
at  Naichiioehes,  baviag  had  a  tradiog'bouse  ci- 
tablished  on  thesoutfa'VeBisideof  the  Sabine  river, 
and  distant  from  thil  river  about  six  leagues.aDd 
from  Naicbilocbet  abooi  fif^y  leagues,  and  about 
northweai  from  ii ;  wbich  establiabment  was  au- 
tecedeuC  to  the  Spftniib  Gorerameat  laking  place 
io  LoaisianB ;  and  ibat  the  same  place  vnt  occu- 
pied by  sundry  persons  afterward,  as  well  before 
as  after  the  ehacge  of  OovernmeDiB ;  and  that  he 
haa  been  informed  that  the  mill-atones  that  were 
at  the  old  French  establishmuit  at  the  Gaddos, 
bad  been  brought  down;  and  that,  according  la 
the  best  of  hit  recollection,  it  u  now  about  thirty- 
eight  years  since  the  said  settlement  was  aban- 
doned.   And  foitfaer  the  deponent  ssitb  not 

LOUIS  LAMALATY. 
TOTB  to,  the  ]6t] 
me, 

I,  the  subsctiber,  beiug  duly  sworu  as  interpre- 
ter of  the  French  lacggiige,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing  decUiaiioa  of  Louis  Lamalaty, 
EUquire,  is  tiifly  interpreted  and  uanslated. 

J.  HORN. 

Natcbitochbs,  Sept.  16,  1805. 

PersoQBlly  appeared  before  me,  John  Sibley, 
one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  said  county, 
Mary  Senes  Brevell,  widow  of  Antoiue  Grilletie, 
deceased,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and 
saiib,  that,  after  she  married  Mr.  Qrillette,  she 
went  with  him  to  the  aucieut  C   "       "' 

where  she  remained  about  ei^ieen __. 

that  lime,  there  were  a  few  French  inhabitants 
who  settled  and  lived'  there,  and  a  French  com- 
mandant, who  was  Mr.  Qrappe,  and,  a*  near  as 
■he  recollects,  four  soldiers;  tnat  the  French  in- 
habitants cultivated  everything  that  was  com- 
mon for  Ihe  French  in  other  pari^  of  Louisiana ; 
and  that  she  does  not  recollect  the  eiacl  number 
of  years  that  have  elapsed  since  she  was  there, 
but  believes  il  was,  at  least,  ten  years  before  the 
Qovemment  of  Spain  took  place  in  Louisiana; 
and  that  she  always  understood,  by  her  parents, 
she  was  there  when  a  child,  but  she  was  too  young 
to  have  remembrance  of  it.  Further  (he  dept^ 
nent  saiih  not. 

M.  S.  BRGVKLL,  her  x  mark. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  at  Natchitoches  aforesaid, 
the  day  and  year  aforesaid, 

JOHN  SIBLEY,  J.  P. 

X,  the  subscriber  duly  sworn  as  interpreter  of 
the  French  languag^  ao  hereby  certify  that  the 
above  deposition  of  Mary  Louisa  Brevell  ii  truly 
interpreted. 

J.  HORN. 

Natchitoobeb,  Sept.  16, 1805. 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  SiUey,  one 
of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Haicbitochee,  John  Baptiate  Qrappe,  an  inhabi- 
tant of  Campii,  in  said  county^  and  likewise  oae 
of  the  Juticea  of  the  Peace  for  tbe  aame,  aged 


El 


42  veara,  wbo,  being  duly  awor 
saitn,  that,  thirty-five  or  thirty-six  yea 
went  with  his  father  from  Natchiuehei 
cient  Caddo  village,  where  he  remaiBcd  i; 
four  months.  At  iliat  time,  there  were  do  mj 
lies  or  soldiers  there,  but  the  houses  of  the  Fr^ 
families  who  had  lived  there  but  a  few  ja.->  t| 
fore,  together  with  the  fort,  flag  stafi|  and  ii»W 
racks  or  house  occupied  by  the  soldien,  wciil 
slandiug  entire:  and  that  his  fathn  itU  ^ 
which  of  the  fields  and  houses  his  family  bi^  ■« 
cupied  for  a  number  of  years  )  and  likewvckftej 
members  to  have  seen  in  the  fort  the  ubn^'oi 
and  platform  where  the  cannon  irere  plio';  tal\ 
that  lie  recollects  his  &iher  used  to  call  ikd»'| 


leans,  viz.  about  one  hundred  a.ad  sevesty lafiia;i 
and  futtber,  that  be  well  recollects  ao^Firceki 
families,  particularly  a  Mr.  Ver^  and  Mt.^Co-| 
to,  living  at  the  Yattassee  poin^  so  calleiuili 
that  he  always  understood  they  W  iirnl  ihtti- 
for  many  years  before  Lonisiatia  was  ceded  t> 
Spain ;  and  that  the  same  place  faai  ilwiys  con- 
tinued to  be  occupied  by  some  French  iihabi- 
tints,  and  is  situated  on  tbe  Tresiera  dinsioi  li 
Red  River  about  twenty-five  leagues  abovtKitth- 
itoches,  and  is  now  part  of  what  is  called  tbe  Bk- 
you  Pierre  settlemeot,  under  the  jariiiMios  of 
the  Spanish  Qovemment,  in  the  proviact  of  Ta- 
ns ;  and  that  he  has  been  several  times  Hi  piwe 
called  the  Dout,  on  the  east  bsak  of  Ui  Sdnie 
river,  at  a  prairie,  nod  towards  the  head  of  nl 
river,  where  tbere  was  (he  appearance  of  nv 
works  having  been  erected  hy  the  Frmeh  *i  i 
iradinff  establishment,  and  where  his  fktha  and 
many  Indians  bad  told  him  the  French  6u  W 
been  hoisted,  and  the  arms  of  (heKingoff^uce 
buried.    Further  the  deponent  aaith  not 

BT&.  GRAFPE. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  at'Nuebitoeltes,  ikc  16tk 
day  of  September,  1805, 

JOHN  SIBLKT.J.f. 

I,  the  subscriber,  being  duly  mwam  as  aa  itio^ 
preter  of  tbe  French  language,  da  hcnby  cemiy 
that  the  foregoing  deposition  of  Jtdia  BtfiitU 
Qtappe  Is  truly  inierpreted  and  (raiulnied. 

J.  HORS. 


Natcbitochss,  Sept,  22, 19(& 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Sibley,  cat 
of  the  Justices  of  the^eace  for  the  counir  u  .\ii- 
chitoches,  Franfois  Grappe,  of  Camptt,  ia  aid 
county,  aged  57,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  dqmelh 
and  saith,  that  to  the  be«  oj'his  knowledge  and  be- 
lief, he  was  born  near  the  ancient  Ceiddo  vdlage. 
on  Red  river,  which,  by  the  course  of  the  rivcf,  ke 
believes  to  be  upwards  of  five  hundred  miles  aborf 
Nalchiloches,  where  his  parents  then  lived,  t»i 
had  lived,  he  believes,  a  number  of  y^^s  beCon 
he  was  born,  and  where  they  continued  lo  hi 
until  be  was  sixteen  or  seventeen  yean  of  tfc 
As  long  ego  as  be  can  remember,  he  reealleett* 
Mi.  Fnof  ois  Harvey,  a  French  geotlcuun,  iiria] 
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tbete,  mai  who,  be  nndtmood  w»  the  first  white 
man  that  settled  there ;  and  that  his  father  settled 
there  about  two  years  afier.  But  he  always  un- 
derstood there  had  been  a  eompaoy  of  Freach 
traders  settled,  for  a  number  of  years,  about  forty 
miles  higher  up  the  nver,  and  that  Mr.  Uarrey 
was  one  of  them ;  but  they  were  brakea  up  before 
lie  was  born;  it  was  always  called  <A«  Omtpanu: 
A.nd  that,  during  the  whole  time  he  lived  at  the 
incient  Caddo  village,  there  were  three  settled 
familiea,  besides  a  number  of  single  persoDe,  and 
i.  deiacbiDeDi  of  Boldiers ;  and  that  the  uumber  at 
soldiers  assigned  by  the  French  OoTemmeoI  for 
:hat  post  was  always  fifteen,  but  he  ncvei  knew 
he  number  complete;  sad  thai  his  ftlhw  was 
:ommaadant  of  the  place  for  many  years,  and 
iras  succeeded  by  a  Mr.  Closo,  who  continued 
0  be  a  eommandanc  until  it  was  abandoned,  after 
:he  ccssiDQ  of  Louisiana  to  Spain  j  and  Uiat  his 
'ather,  by  order  of  the  Governor  of  Louisiana, 
milt  a  suull  fort  there,  in  which  were  two  small 
lieces  of  caanon,  aud  in  which  was  a  fiag-stafi)  on 
rhich  the  French  flag  was  occasionally  hoisted ; 
le  believes  that  the  whole  lima  that  that  place 
VBS  occupied  by  ibe  French  as  a  military  post 
lod  a  seiilcmeDt  of  families  was  about  thirty 
rears}  and  Kbat  the  inhabiiants  pursued  the  same 
igticuliure  that  was  then  common  in  other  perU 
if  the  French  settlements  Of  Louisiana,  viz. 
!»!),  tobacco,  indigo,  cation,  and  garden  vegela- 
jIgs,  wiib  vome  wheal,  which  grew  well;  but, 
iHving  DO  way  of  roauuiacturing  floor,  there  was 
mt  little  wheat  raised,  though  there  wu  a  pair 
if  excellent  Buropean  mill-sloDes  and  mill-irons 
:her^  bat  were  not  in  use  in  his  time ;  the  stooei 
le  himself  faroiighl  down  in  the  year  1778,  and 
hey  were  canied  to  Opelotaas;  he  uaderstood 
liey  had  bom  carried  to  the  Caddo  country  by 
he  Company,  as  it  was  called :  And  that  he  has 
mowledse  of  a  Fr«ich  trading  eetablishmeot  be- 
Dg  at  a  ^ace  called  the  Doul,  on  the  Sabine  river, 
lear  where  theNandaco  Indians  now  live;  and 
hat  it  was  an  ancient  establishment,  and  a  place 
if  great  tnde  and  rewirt  at  the  line  his  father's 
amily  lived  at  the  Caddos;  and  that  he  has  sev- 
eral times  been  at  the  place ;  the  French  flag  used 
be  hoisted  there,  and  there  are  the 


he  building  and  works  now  to  be  seen;  and  that 
he  Dout  IS  about  one  hundred  and  fifly),mile8 
lOTlbwest  from  Nalchilochea.  And  thai  there 
vas,  at  the  same  time,  a  sifflilsi  irading  establish- 
nent  and  a  nomber  of  settled  French  families 
t  the  Yatlasse  point,  on  the  souihiyest  division 
>f  Red  river,  alwut  tweniy-Gve  leagues  above 
Jaicbitoches,  in  what  is  now  called  ihe  Bayou 
'ierre  settlement,  which  is  now  under  the  juris- 
tction  of  Spain,,  and  which  place  is  now,  and 
ver  has  eoniiniied  to  be,  oceupied  by  Freach  in- 
.abttants,  snd  soma  of  whom  have  ancient  French 
;raiitB  or  titles  for  their  lands ;  and  that  Mr. 
Terge,  'who  lived  there  for  a  number  of  years  be- 
are  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  Spain,  had  the  ex- 
lusire  Indian  trade  sranted  bim,  by  the  French 
SoTernor  Qweral  of  Louisiana,  of  Troiseannes 
r  Tauacnnos,  the  Revchteo,  Yatlasses,  and  sev- 
ral  other  BSmb  lltat  .tiien  lived  on  the  livei  Sa- 


bine, and  southward  tod  westward  of  it,  in  what 
is  now  called  the  province  of  Texas. 

FRANCOIS  GRAPPE. 
Sworn  to  before  me,  the  30th  of  September, 
1805. 

JOHN  SIBLEY,  J.  P. 
The  subscribeT  being  dulv  sworn  interpreter  of 
the  Freuch  language,  does  hereby  certify  ihat  the 
foregoing  declaraiion  of  Fran9oia  Grappe  is  truly 
interpreted  and  translated. 

J.  HORN. 


NaTOHiTOcnes,  October  2, 1805. 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Sibley, 
one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  ot 
Natchitoches,  Qaspard  Bodin,  Lewis  Bodin,  and 
Andrew  Chaimar,  all  of  Nalchilochea  afbretatd, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on 
the  8ib  day  of  September  last,  they,  the  deponenti, 
were  all  travelling  ia  company  from  Natchitochaa 
to  Opdousaa,  on  the  usual  road;  and  that,  wheil 
within  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles  of  Opelousu 
church,  Ibey  were  mei  by  five  aimed  Spanish  sol- 
diers on  horseback,  who  drew  their  arms  upon 
them,  and  ordered  them  to  stop.  One  cf  the  de- 
poDCDls,  (Madam  Bodin,)  who  speaks  Spanish 
well,  asked  the  one  who  appeared  lo  be  the  com- 
mander of  tbe  party,  what  business  he  had  to  oidet 
them  to  atop,  tnat  toey  were  all  of  them  Ameri- 
eana,  and  that  was  American  ground.  The  com- 
mander of  the  Spanish  party  replied,  that  he  bad 
a  right  to  command  there,  and  would  do  as  he 
pleased,  and  that  he  mast  have  such  a  horse  for 
the  use  of  Ihe  King,  (poinliog  to  Mr.  Chamat's 
best  horse)  which  he  immediately  took  possesaion 
of,  and  took  awav  with  them,  proceeding  on  the 
Noci^doefae  road,  and  the  depouenl  Chamar  has 
never  seoi  or  heard  of  his  horse  since. 

QASPARD  BODIN, 
LEWIS  BODIN, 
ANDREW  CHAMAB. 
Swtwn  before  me  the  day  above  written. 

JOHN  SIBLEY,  J.  P. 

Natchitocbeb,  OcL  3, 1805. 
Peraoaally  appeared  before  me,  John  SiUef,  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  connty  of  Nalchilo- 
chea, Francis  Rohan,  of  said  Natchitoches,  aged 
tweoiy-one  year*,  who.  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
poseib  and  salib,  ihat,  about  the  lOih  of  Sepiem- 
ber  last,  himself,  being  in  the  employ  of  Mesan. 
Oliver  and  Case,  of  Natchitoches,  was,  wiih  Jo- 
seph Lucas,  conducting  from  the  Caddo  nation  lo 
Natchitoches  eighteen  horses,  packed  wilh  about 
eleven  hundred  deer  skins;  and  in  the  Bayou 
Pierre  seiilement  they  stop^  for  the  nighty  at 
the  plantaiioo  of  a  Mr.  PoisoL  Next  moiuing, 
the  deponent  had  occasion  to  go  to  the  house  of 
Mr.  de  Soto,  about  a  half  a  league  distant,  who  ia 
a  syndic,  and  at  whose  bouse  the  detachment  of 
Spanish  soldiers  on  guard  is  slalioned;  soon  afUi 
his  arrival  at  de  Soto's  house,  a  corporal  of  tha 
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gautA  called  him,  (be  de]K>HCBt,iHto  Biintllapftn> 
meDi,  in  de  Soto's  houte,  under  the  pretence  of 
•pekkiog  to  bim;  as  soon  t,a  be  entered  tbe  room, 
tne  corporal  told  kiiu  he  wu  a  priaoQv,  ud 
placed  a  sentioel  U  the  door;  then  told  him  tbef 
wanted  to  take  OliTet  snd  C&se.  or  eiiber  of  them, 
and  (hat  if  therdidnotfind  Oliver  and  Caie,lhBt 
he,  the  aepoaeot  should  pay  for  it.  They  kept 
him  then  confined  in  the  room,  from  abooi  eig-nt 
in  tbe  tnorning  till  one,  ariemoon;  they  then  re- 
moTed  the  deponent  on  his  ovn  horse,  ivith  one 
armed  soldier  before  him  and  another  behind, 
and  ordered  him  to  show  Olirer  and  Case.  He 
conducted  them  in  this  maotier  about  eight  tttle*, 
where  he  understood  Mr.  Case  had  been  to  Ht. 
Daley's.  Arririog  there,  sad  not  finding  him, 
tbe  deponent  wte  left  at  Mr.  Dover's  imder  a 

fturd,  and  the  corporal  went  to  eome  boaees  near 
r  iu  liie  oeirhborbood,  to  aearch  for  him,  bat 
could  not  find  himj  after  which,  they  set  off  in 
the  aame  order  in  which  tbey  cam^  to  retaro 
back  to  de  iSolo'i.  On  their  way  they  diecoTetad 
B  fresh  traif  of  horses  crossing  the  road,  and  lead- 
lag  from  Mr.  Poisot's  plantatioa  towards  the 
piatitalion  of  Mr.  Roblean,  which  they  concluded 
tobeihanraft  of  Lucas,  with  the  packs,  Ao.  The 
deponent  then  attempted  to  escape  from  then,  but 
was  Bvertikeo,  and  tied  with  his  bands  beoiiid 
him,  with  a  coarse  hair  rope;  ibey  then  pat  him 
on  his  horse,  one  of  tbe  spaDiards  leaainc  hie 
hone  by  a  rope  and  another  fbllowing  behind  and 
holding  the  other  end  of  the  hair  tope,  with  which 
the  deponent's  hands  were  tied,  tt  was,  at  that 
tme,  towards  eight  o'clock  in  the  ereaing;  the 
mooD  shone  bright,  ihey  followed  the  trail  lead- 
ing towards  Robleaa's  plantation  aboat  two  and 
a  Half  miles,  and  found  all  tbe  pack-horses  grai- 
iag.  The  Spaniard*  went  immediaielr  to  gather- 
ing tbem  up,  and  look  possession  or  them  alt, 
drove  them  itito  a  pen  belonging  id  the  j^antatioB, 
and  placed  a  guard  over  them;  after  whteh  Ihey 
nntied  the  deponent,  and  drove  him  into  the  pen 
with  the  hm^s.  where  tbey  kept  him  under  guard 
among  the  horses  tbe  remainder  of  the  night. 

After  the  borsee  aOd  deponent  were  thus  pw- 
ne4  yp  together,  the  corporal  armed  himself  with 
a  pair  of  pistols,  and,  with  a  rope  under  his  coat, 
sat  off  for  Lucas's'camp.  the  liebt  of  which  was 
in  sight,  saying  be  would  go  and  tie  Lucas.  He 
was  gone  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  when  he 
came  running  back  moeh  out  of  breath,  and  ei- 
clained:  "Blast  the  Indian,  he  wanted  le  tboot 
me  with  his  arrow."  -Soon  after,  tbe  Indian  oama 
up;  the  corporal  took  his  gun  and  presented  It  at 
the  Indian,  who  replied,  "  You  had  best  be  easy, 
for  I  am  not  a  child ;  you  rnay  thaak  ma  that  yon 
are  here  now."  The  corporal  then  snoke  to  tbe 
ladiaHj  told  him  he  was  sorry  for  what  he  had 
doncj  It  was  in  passion,  shook  hasds  with  faioi, 
&a.  Tbe  Indian,  who  was  a  Yattasie,  then  told 
the  deponent  to  tell  tbe  corpora)  that  he,  the  Span- 
iard, bad  wanted  to  take  Lucas,  but,  if  he  had  have 
taken  bim^e  should  not  have  tied  bim  or  taken 
bim  off.  Tbe  Indian  afterwards  related  to  bim, 
the  deponent,  bow  tbe  corporal  came  to  the  fire, 
where  Luoat  and  himself  were  eaeamped ;  Lncas 


sawhimeoninigaKdroaaapi  the  eoapnal  aU 
out  to  hiiB,  and  told  him  am  wuiMsl  to  qak  is 
him ;  Laeaa  saw  htm  armed  and  asw  IM  npe 
be  bed,  aad  retreated  a  few  atCfM  fram  tht  he; 
the  corporal  told  baa  to  atop,  or  he  woald  imt 
bim ;  Lncas  told  him,  h«  would  mm  cto^  wi 
ran  oC  The  Indian,  at  the  aame  newM^'dm 
his  hew  to  ehoot  the  oorptwal,  arho  likeeriw  ax 
and  bid  himself  ia  the  cornfield.  The  de^nm 
farther  atilh,  that,  while  he  -wmm  inpfuoMd  ii 
the  horae-pen  with  tbe  hone^  the  IndiunM 
into  the  pen  to  him,  and  remuaed  with  kin  ike 
Teoainder  of  the  night.  Same  tima  ia  tkeBigAi 
he  pcspoeed  to  the  d^onent  toaanM  hiB,Md 
they  woald  tie  the  two  Spannir^  and  lake  d 
the  horse*,  bttt  if  he  waa  alimid  to  atia^t  ikt, 
he,  the  Indian,  woaM  kill  them  baa,if  the  ^ 
pottent  would  eonaeni  to  it.  The  day ga  eat  fn- 
thcr  said,  that,  the  mat  nemwc,  ike  SMaiudf 
sat  off  with  him  and  aU  tbe  hones  fir  it  Seta's 
house;  and  as  they  were  goiu  b^ Mr. Pouot'i 
house,  on  their  way  he  requited  lease  He gviaU 

et  a  drink  of  wates,  and  ^«da  iiia  escape  out  i^a 
ck  door,  hid  hinuelf  in  a  eotia  Ud,  fr«m 
theace  into  a  thicb^  where  he  remained  tad  till 
night,  leaving  his  borse^sadAe,  aad  biidleailli. 
Poisot's  rate,  wbieb  the  Spaamida  laak  posit aiea 
of.  In  the  evening,  ha  eame  iato  Me.  Poisoi^ 
house,  Mr.  Pusot  giare  him  some  rirtnala  aad 
advisad  bim  to  inalu  the  beatof  hiswi^toAach- 
itoohes,  for  the  Bpaaiarda  were  detmuaed  to 
cateb  him.  aad  had  given  hua  Bositwe  odme- 
tiona  ta  tasi  Um  if  he  could,  aai  h^  him,  and 
bring  bim  to  the  guard ;  atid  that  all  tbe  herset 
tkey  had  atstted  off  for  NaeogdMlic  The  drao- 
nent  sat  off  imnudiately,  and  aaseiled  aM  night, 
aroidinc  aa  moch  aa  he  coaU  the  aain  raad,  an- 
deratanding  that  tbem  wm«  rti^aiaidi  pastrd  oa 
the  toad  to  warhy  him.  Aboat  aa  baor  before 
daylight  ha  amted  at  Ur.  Daler^  aad  ftmad  the 
"'paiilBid*  had  arrived  there,  with  bA  Oa  bones 


FRANCIS  BCffl&N, 
Bwom  before  me,      JOHN  SIUAT,  /■  P- 

^he  foregoing  papers  were  referradtoaCeo- 
mitiee  of  tbe  HoDse  of  RepreseniatiTes  en  the 
6(h  December,  1805.  Tbe  Committee  ita&  a 
report  to  the  House,  January  3^  1806,  fir  which 
see  supplemental  Jonmal  to  Hooae  X>efcalta,  a^ 
page  1117.]  

FRANCE. 

{Conwtuueated  to  Coogiaas,  Januarj  1(^  IMS-] 
7b  tAt  Satatt  o/lit  OtiUd  Statm.- 

Ia  eompUance  with  the  reqaaet  of  tbe  Btnati; 
eipressed  in  their  serahition  of  Deoember  S7,  1 
now  lay  before  them  such  doonmeata  and  pa^ 
(there  being  no  other  iiifiiiniBlim  ia  iiif  iiiiisi  i 
sion)  a*  nlate  to  complainta  loade  hf  the  Cto^a- 
ment  of  Fraooe  against  the  eonmarea  carried  sa 
'■    "    tttiStatniothePi^ 

TH.  JSFFSESaN. 


of  St. 

Jak.  u^ieoe. 
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Gamal  Tmtttmm  to  Ibt  8B<r«toiy  ef  RUb. 
The  uDdenigned,  Minisier  PleDipotentiarT  of 
J9  Impetial  lad  Royil  Majestr  to  His  ExeeOeii' 
ibe  Presideitt  of  tbe  United  BMiea  oT  America, 
w  Kstified,  in  bis  conTers&tioni  with  the  See- 
la rf  of  Stale,  bis  just  diKODleBt  with  ttie  com- 
erttnl  relations  which  mny  ciiiieasof  differeni 
ates  of  iheUnkn  maiatala  with  the  Mbel«  of 
err  color.who  b»temoBieMuil)r  wMdrnwo  the 
loDf  of  St.  Domingo -fram  the  legal  authority. 
The  .pnaoiplea  it^tiotMlf  lAnal  W  meb  a 
[DEaerce,  or  rather  Dj^iuch.a  system  of  robbery, 
rigaodage,)  are  so  eTident,  u  generally  acknow- 
Iged,  aaa  adopted,  not  only  by  all  nauoni  who 
re  a  eoloaial  sysietn  to  defend,  but  trm  by  those 
10  have  none,  and,  moreoTer,  eTen  by  every 
ae  people  to  wbaCMierer  political  a^regation 
rjr  may  belong,  that  the  nateimaa,  ifhe  bai  not 
I  every  idea  «  justice,  of  humanity,  and  of  pub- 
law,  can  no  mote  context  their  wisdom  than 
'ir  exisleBCe.  Atid  certainly  the  tinders igued, 
fioding  bimself  called  by  bis  duty^as  well  as  by 
tocliDHtion,  ID  the  bosom  of  a  friendly  people, 
I  ikear  the  respectable  Chief  that  directs  its  Qot- 
iment ;  certainly  the  undersigned  ought  not  to 
re  erpected'  that  his  first  political  retatioos 
uld  haveibi  their  object  acomplainl  so  serious, 
infractioa  so  manifest  of  law  Ae  most  sacred 
1  the  best  observed  by  every  osrion  ander  the 
ainion  of  civilization. 

Jut  it  was  not  enough  for  some  citizens  of  the 
tied  States  to  conrey  monitioDs  of  every  kind 
he  rebels  of  Bt.  Domingo,  to  that  race  of  Afri- 
,  staves  the  reproach  and  the  refuse  of  naturE ; 
ras  moreover  necessary  to  insure  the  saccess  of 
I  ignoble  and  criminalttalEcby  tfaense  of  force. 
e  vessels  destined  to  protect  it  are  constructed, 
led,  armed  in  all  the  ports  of  the  UnioD,  under 
eyes  of  the  Amerfcan  people,  of  its  particular 
horities,  and  of  the  Fedaal  Qovetumenl  itself: 
this  Qoveroment,  which  Iws  taken  for  the 
is  of  Its  political  career  the  most  scrupalons 
itr  and  the  most  hnpantal  neutrality,  does  not 

7ithotit  'dotibt,  and  notwithsandhig  tbe  mro- 
id  consideration  with  which  the  Mintrtet  Ple- 
)teiTtiary  of  the  French  Ehnpire  it  penetrated 
:he  Ooremment  of  the  Union,  he  might  enlarge 

ftrrtber  npon  the  tcAections  snggvsied  by  such 
ate  of  things — a  circonut&nce  so  impoMaitt, 
nenected.  Bat  it  Weuld  be  equally  as  affiet* 
for  bim  to  dwell  npon  it,  to  state  its  comeqnen- 

as  it  woqU  b«  for  the  OovemneQi  to  hear 
a. 

'he  Secretary  of  State,  wbo  perfectljr  kacWi 
joslice  of  the  wicrciples,  and  tbe  kgttimacy  of 
rights  referred  to  in  this  note,  will  be  of  tfpih- 
that  neither  are  stisceptible  of  discQssion ;  be- 
le,  a  princirde  naiversally  assented  to,  a  rij^ht 
■rally  established,  is  never  discussed,  or,  at  least, 
scQEsed  in  rain.  The  only  way  open  for  the 
ess  of  these  complaints,  is,  to  put  sa  end  to  the 
ranee  which  produces  them,  and  which  daily 
■avates  itaeir  oooseaasnces, 
:oreorer,  this  note,  lonnded  Dpoh  frets  not  lea* 
ent  than  the  prtnciiriea  wliidi  they  infnct, 
9th  Coir.— 39 


aiven  to  a 
hw  of  m>i 


does  not  permit  the  nnderrifned  to  doobtYbM  the 
Oovenommt  of  the  United  Slates  will  lake  the 
most  prompt,  as  well  aa  the  most  effectual  prohibit 
lorv  measures,  in  cvder  to  put  an  end  to  its  eauae^; 
ana  beseiees  with  eagerness  tbis  occasion  of  renew'- 
ing  to  the  Secretary  et  State  the  assuniice  «f  Mi 
high  conslderatton. 

T0RRSAU. 

Oeqa^  TniTMn  to  the  Secretary  of  Suia. 

Waahimqtok,  January  3, 1800. 

Bib:  Fm-kuI  eiders  of  my  OoveromeDt  obUgp 
me  to  insist  upon  the  contents  of  my  official  noU  af 
the  I4ih  of  October  last,  relative  to  the  commeiep 
which  some  iohabitanis  of  the  United  States  main- 
tain with  (he  rebels  of  St.  Domiago. 

Not  recetvjjia  any  answer  to  that  note,  I  iu4 
room  to  hope  that  the  Qovernment  of  tbe  Uju«a 
woald  take  piempt  and  effectual  meauues  to  put 
an  end  to  tbe  causes  which  produced  it;  liut  yotg; 
.silence  towards  me,  especially  in  lelaiion  to  Sl 
Domiogo,  and  thai  of  your  Goreranieat  towards. 
Congress,  impose  upon  me  the  dutr  of  recaUlng 
to  your  recQllectioii  the  said  offioial  note,  and  S 
reaewiag  to  yoa  my  complaints  upon  the  tolerance 
as  Bboakiag,  as  coQtnuy  to  tiifi 


...  .  I,  as  it  b  to  the  treaties  of  peace  aifl 
friendship  existing  between  Fr^nce«ui  the  Vw 
ted  States. 

X  will  not  recur,  sir,  to  the  different  cicnmttan- 
ces  which  have  attended  the  commerce  with  tlie 
revolted  part  of  Sl  Domingo;  to  the  acandajQiis 
publicity  given  to  its  sfaameTul  success;  to  the  re- 
wards and  encomiums  prostituted  upon  the  orewa 
of  arawd  vasaels,  wJiose  destinatien  is  to  protect 


"Bf. 


to  carry  mAiaitions  of  every  ilai  to 

_ery. 

You  ought  not  to  be  aorpristtd,  sir,  that  I  cdl 
ta/ur  the  atteatton  of  the  American  Government 
(0  ibis  subject.  His  excellency  U.  Tallayiavd 
haaalready  testified  his  discontent  to  Oeneral  An$r 
tnpas,  your  UinisKr  Plenipotentiary  at  fatit; 
and  yeu  will  be  of  opinion,  that  it  is.at  leqg^ 
time  to  pursue  formal  measures  aigailul  ereiy  aa- 
Tenlnre  to  the  KvUofSu  Domingo  occnjue^  by 
tbe  rabals.  The  system  of  tolerance  wiiichj>t»' 
duces  this  contmerce,  which  anflers  its  being  an|k- 
ed.wkich  eiteoaiages,  by  impunity,  its  e         '  ~ 


and  its  excesses,  caimoi  longer  cemaio ;  and  the 
£aperoi  and  itiiv  mr  master  expects  from  tlM 
dignity  and  candor  at  tl)e  doveuunent  of  Hf* 
Uoian  that  an  euA  be  pot  to  it  ptoiQptly. 

I  »dd  to  this  dispatch  a  copy  of  die  omcial  noje 
which  has  been  already  tiansmilted  to  you.  '  I 
.eanieelly  lequest,  si',  Inat  you  acknowledge  tbe 
receipt  of  bath ;  «nd  reomTe  anew  aasniances  vf 
my  bighcooiidecaiioii.  _      _   _ 

TDRREAU. 


Sin :  I  have  several  times  had  the  honer  to  oall 
yniK  MImttm  te  tbe  eeanuTce  amiad  oa  froai 
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the  ports  of  the  Doited  States,  to  (hose  of  St  Do- 
ming occapied  bytherehels.  The  commercUl 
commoDicatioDa  would  appeal  to  be  almost  daily 
iocreaied.  Id orderlo corer  their  trae deitioaiioD, 
the  TBsteli  are  cleared  for  the  West  Indies,  with- 
out a  more  particular  deiignttion  of  the  place  j 
■od,  with  the  aid  of  these  commiuiooa,  prorisioni, 
anus,  and  other  objects  of  supply,  of  which  they 
■tand  in  need,  are  carried  to  the  rebel*  of  BL  Do- 
mingo. 

AIihoDgli  these  advenlnres  ma^  be  no  more 
than  the  result  of  prlTate  specalaiioDa,  the  Qot- 
enment  of  the  United  Stales  a  not  t&a  leat  en- 
gaged to  put  an  end  to  Ihem,  by  a  consequence  of 
the  obligations  which  bind  toother  all  the  ciri- 
lized  Powers,  all  those  who  are  in  a  state  of  peace. 
No  Oorernment  can  second  the  spirit  of  revoh  of 
the  subjects  of  another  Power ;  and,  as  in  this 
Mate  of  things  it  cannot  maintain  communications 
with  them,  it  ou^ht  not  to  favor  those  which  its 
own  subjects  maintain. 

It  is  impossible  that  the  Oovemment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  should  longer  shut  its  eyes  upon  the 
eommnnicaiioDs  of  their  commerce  with  Bt.  Do- 
mingo. The  adrentnres  for  that  island  are  making 
with  a  scandolous  publicity.  They  are  supported 
by  armed  Teasels.  At  their  return,  reastsare  pren 
in  ordertoTauntthe  success  of  their  speculations; 
and  the  acknowledgment,  even  the  eulogies  of 
Ooveiomeni  ar«  so  much  relied  upon,  tb&t  it  is  at 
these  feasts,  and  in  the  midst  of  an  immense  eon- 
course,  where  are  found  the  first  authorities  of  the 
coantiT,  that  tb«  principles  of  the  Qovernment  of 
Bayti  are  celebrated,  and  that  rows  are  made  for 
its  duration. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  transmit  to  your  Bxcel- 
lency  an  extract  of  an  American  journat,  in  wbicb 
arecontainedsundry  details  of  a  lean  given  in  the 

Em  of  New  York,  on  board  of  a  convoy  which 
ad  arrived  from  B(.  Domingo. 
The  ninth  toast,  ^iven  to  the  Oovemmentof 
Bn^tJ,  cannot  fail,  sir,  to  excite  your  indignation. 
it  IS  not,  after  having  covered  ererythiiu  with 
blood  and  with  ruins,  that  the  rebels  of  St.  Do- 

ht  to  have 

>f  Prance. 

Bat  they  do  not  stop  at  their  first  speculatioits, 
'  The  company  of  merchants,  which  gave  a  feast 
OD  the  return  of  their  adventure,  is  jireparing  a 
aecond  convoy,  and  proposes  to  place  it  under  the 
escort  of  several  armed  vessels. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  give  you  this  informa- 
tion, in  order  that  yon  may  be  pleased  to  call  the 
most  serious  attention  of  your  Government  lo- 
'■'■"■  its  dig- 

.  le  Fed- 

eral  Qorernroent  cannot  so  far  separate  itself  from 
the  inhabilsnts  of  the  United  States,  as  to  permit 
to  them  acts  and  comrauniotions  which  it  ibinks 
ilaelf  bound  to  interdict  to  itself,  or  as  to  think 
that  it  can  distinguish  its  own  responsibility  {torn 
•  that  of  its  subjects,  when  there  is  in  quMlion  an  on- 

CiraHeled  revolt,  whose  circumstances  and  whose 
nrribla  eoaaiequenees  must  alarm  all  natioos,  and 
who  are  all  equally  interested  in  seeing  it  cease. 
France  otq;ht  to  ei^ect  from  the  amity  of  the 


wards  a  series  of  ftcts,  which  it  becomes  its^i 
nitf  and  candor  no  longer  to  permit.    Thi 


United  State*,  aod  Hi*  Hajcatr  ehaffc*  mc,  lir. 
to  request,  in  bis  name,  that  tfa«r  interdict  tnij 
private  aaventurc,  which,  under  aof  prooi  tr 
designation  whatever,  may  be  destined  u  i^ 
ports  of  St.  Domingo  occupied  bjr  the  rebels. 


To  His  ExcV  Oen.  AiHSTBOira, 
JfiiniiUr  PUtupoUaitiarjt  t>ftAe  U.  S 


Picn  H.  Tsl]«yiw>d 

Pabis,  (29Ui  "nurmadar,  ISajmrJ 

Aueum  13,  im. 

Sir:  Since  the  lettw  I  had  ibe  booonDwriit 
to  yon,  on  the  2nd  Thermidor,  eoncuiiinf  ik 
armaments  which  were  makiiag  in  thepciUoTtk 
United  States  for  the  western  partfrfSLDoni^ 
fresh  information  upon  this  point  co^iw  ereiy 
which  bad  been  received.  Theadnatsffs 
.  Domingo  are  puUiclj  made;  wes^wt 
armed  for  war  to  protect  the  etmvop;  sad  iiii 
in  virtue  of  contracts  entered  into  m(«wbDh- 
salines  and  American  merchants,  that  the  Iiuct 
-'udhim  supplies  and  munitiona  of  wsr. 

I  add,  sir,  to  the  letter  which  I  have  the  bncc 

write  to  you,  a  copy  Af  a  sentence  giveD  at  Hili- 
fax,  in  the  matter  of  a  merchant  of  JVew  YoiL 
who  had  conveyed  into  the  revolted  pmrt  of  St 
Domingo  three  cargoes  of  ganpowdw,BBd  who 
was  taken  on  his  reram  bjr  an  Bngtiih  (li^ie. 

"'"""'  '~  the  English  tribunal  iriMieihafnse 
ned,  the  whole  ialand  ofSLDausn 
was  considered  as  a  French  cdcwr,  how  can  Ut 
Federal  Oo  rem  meat  tolerate  th^  the  nbditt 
this  colony  should  continue  to  receive  from  AiMt- 
ica  succors  against  the  parent  eoaatijl  Iiitii*- 
possible  that  that  GovernmentshonU  be  igasnat 
of  the  armaments  making  in  its  pons.  Too  madi 
puUicity  is  given  to  them  not  ta  read*  it  To^oa- 
sible ;  and  it  ought  to  perceive  that  it  is  eoatrarf 
to  every  system  of  peace  and  good  fiieaiship  ts 
suffer  longer  in  its  ports  anuamenis  crideady  di- 
rected against  France, 

Withont  doobt  the  Fedeml  Oantnaient  wadj 
order  to  favor 


.., o  favor  certain  mrmttaca- 

lations.  to  give  new  faeiliiiea  to  rebclUM  aa^tob- 
bery  (brioandage :1  the  tolerance  ofaeasiBerce 
so  scandalous  would  be  unwortbf  of  it.   Htiihe 


your  Cbvemment  nor  His  Bbjesty  can  be  say 
longer  iadifferenl  to  it;  and,  aa  the  senomntss C 
the  facts  which  occasion  this  comj^inl  oUif^ 
His  Msjesty  to  consider  as  good  V^  trtrfihttf 
which  sball  enter  the  port  of  St.  iJiomingo  occa- 
pied  by  the  rabel^  aod  everything  comity  oat,  he 
persuades  himsdf  that  the  QoTeramcni  of  tht 
United  States  will  take,  on  its  pert,  agaiast  lbs 


.  at  once  illicit  and  contrary  to  aU  ib 
principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  all  the  repre^r 
and  authoritative  measores  proper  to  put  an  a: 
to  it  This  system  of  impanitysjid  lolerancets 
no  longer  continue;  and  His  Majesty  isconvixti 
that  your  Qovernment  will  think  it  doe  fmK.ti 
frankness  promptly  to  put  an  end  lo  it 

ReceivfL  sir,  the  assurances  of  mj  high  c*ud- 
eration.  CB.  MAJJ.  lALLSTRASO. 
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the 


OorrapondetieeoflhaSeertiaryifauaew&htke 
Marquitde  Yn^ 

Tlie  BKMUfir  of  8t*t«  to  t)w  Mwqnk  di  Tn^ 

Depabtment  07  Statb,  Jan,  15,  1806. 

SiT ;  Id  coniequeDce  of  ihe  just  objection!  which 
jronr  coDdnct  had  furaiahed  against  yoni  coaote- 
aancehere,  as  the  orran  of  commniiieatiaii  on 

t  part  of  Hit  Catholic  MaieBtv,  it  wu  signified 

Madrid  in  the  month  of  April  last,  throagh  the 
of  the  United  Slates  thera,  that  the  sab- 
. ..  of  another  yna  desired  b;  the  President, 
eplf  it  was  intimated  by  Mr.  Cerallo*,  that 
u  yoQ  had  yoarself  eipresed  «  wish  and  ob- 
tained permtasioQ  to  reiarn  to  Spain,  the  irarpose 
might  be  aceompUihed  without  the  neeessity  aft 
recall,  and  that  sQch  a  change  in  the  mode  woold 
be  axreeablA  to  your  QoTernment;  in  a  spirit  of 
coQciliaiion  the  arrangement  proposed  by  Hr, 
CeTallos  was  admitted ;  and  it  was  not  donbted, 
that  it  would  without  delar  have  been  carried 
into  eflecL  It  ii  seen,  iberelore,  not  without  sur- 
prise, tliat,  at  this  late  day,  you  should  have  re- 
MirM  to  llae  seat  of  GoTemment,  as  if  noibiuf 
lad  occurred,  reDderiag  *uoh  a  step  improper. 
Onder  these  eircumstsnces,  the  President  has 
charged  me  to  signify  to  yoo,  that  your  remain- 
ing at  this  place  u  dissatisfactory  to  him^aud  that 
although  he  cannot  permit  himself  lo  insist  on 
your  departure  from  tbe  United  Stales  during  an 
inclement  season,  he  espeets  il  will  not  be  uu- 
necessarilypostpooed.after  this  obstacle  haaeeased. 

1  am  charged  hv  the  President,  at  the  same 
time,  to  lei  il  be  fully  noderstood  Inat  the  consid- 
erations which  have  led  to  this  explanatioD,  be- 
ing altogether  personal,  ihe^  are  perfectly  consist- 
ent wiih  the  ready  admission  or  a  necessor,  and 
frith  all  the  attention,  which  can  be  due  to  what- 
erer  commnnieatians  His  Catholic  Majesty  may 
please  to  make,  with  a  view  locatdrate  harmony 
ind  friendship  Miveen  the  two  oatioos. 

I  bare  the  Aonor  to  be,  sir,  with  due  eonsider- 
ititm  and  respect,  yonr  ntost  obedient  serraoL 
JAMES  MADISON. 


The  Marquis  da  Csaa  Tn^  to  Mb.  Uadisni. 
WABBiNaroR,  Jan.  16, 1806. 
Sm :  I  have  joit  reeeived  yonr  letter  of  yester- 
lay,iD  which  you  are  pleased  to  teil  me,  that  from 
the  President  of  tbe  United  States  hariog  solicit- 
ed my  recall  to  Madrid,  in  the  month  of  April 
last,  he  ha*  heard  with  surprise  my  atriial  in  this 
city,  the  residence  of  Ooreroment,  and  that  he 
^inVs  this  step  of  mine  improper,  adding,  at  the 
Mme  time:  that  my  stay  here  would  be  dissaii~ 
raciory  lohim.    As  the  object  of  my  journey 
DOt  with  the  view  to  heich  plots,  to  excite  co 
ipiracies,  or  to  promote  any  attempt  whatever 
ugaiost  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States,  and 
IS  hitherto  I  hare  not  either  directly  or  Indirectly 
EOmmitted  acts  of  a  similar  tendency,  which  alone 
would  justify  the  tenor  and  object  of  yonr  letter  j 
to  which  I  reply,  my  arriral  here  is  an  innocent 
snd   legal  set,  which  leaves  me  in  the  fnll  enjoy- 
DMiit  of  all  my  righta  and  pririleges,  botk  as  a 


eablie  eharacter,  or  as  a  priveie  indirldoaL 
[aking  use,  therefore^  of  these  rights  and  privi- 
leges, f  inl«nd  TemainiDg  in  this  oitr,  four  milea 
square,  in  which  ibeGoTernment  resides,  as  long  aa 
it  may  suit  the  interest  of  the  King  my  mastei,  v 
my  own  personal  conrmienee ;  I  must  at  the  same 
lime  add  lliat  I  shall  not  lose  sight  of  these  two 
circHutanees,  u  respect  the  period  and  eeaaoo 
in  whieh  oat  mutual  deairee  for  my  departnra 
from  ike  Called  Slaterare  to  be  aecoiaplislwd. 

la  regard  ta  the  objections  which  this  Goveni- 
__aDl,lD  iUwisdom,  ispleased  tocalljosigrespeet- 
iog  Ine  ilemand  of  my  removal,  I  shall  take  iht 
liM  rty  of  obaernng  that  althOagh  this  GoverDment 
no  doubt  may  have  had  their  reasons  lo  salicii  il, 
they  hitherto  have  forgotten  to  communicate  them 
mmine;  for  Mr.  Monroe's  official  letter  lo  Hr. 
Cevallos  on  this  subject  merely  contains  vague, 
undetermined,  general  assertions,  destitate  of  anf 
proof  whatever.  It  is  trtte,  that  he  alludes  to  an 
attempt  of  mine  to  bribe  a  citizen  of  the  United 
Stales,  but  it  is  eqnall  v  so  that  as  this  assertion  of 
OgTcrnment  is  grounded  on  a  refereuce  to  a  testi- 
mony already  proved  incorrect,  I  may  without 
wouodlns  the  feelings  of,  or  be  wanting  in  that 
respect  which  I  owe  this  Administration,  permit 
ivself  to  call  il  false  and  calumnious. 

IndepeodeDt  of  that,  in  the  letter  I  had  the  hok- 
r  of  writing  to  you,  sir,  earlv  in  Sept.  1804,  in 
whieh  this  business  was  completely  and  tatisfao- 
ly  eiplaineS,  if  in  faet  the  editor  of  the  Com- 
mercial Register  could  ever  be  considered  as  an 
organ  of  truth,  what  would  the  American  people 
thinkof  their  chief  magistrate,  of  the  heads  ofthe 
departments,  andof  the  act* of  tbtsadroioistrationf 

It  is  not  my  intentioD  to  endeavor  lo  change  by 
this  eiplanation,  the  disposition  of  this  Oovem- 
ment  towards  my  person ;  my  object  is  solely  to 
fulfil  the  dnty  my  situation  imposes  on  me  of 
again  repelling  aa  imputation,  wtich  is  as  imprcK 
bable  in  itself  as  it  is  calumnious  against  both 
my  jrablie  aud  private  character. 

1  shall  thererore,  sir,  communicate  your  letter 
of  yesterday,  to  my  Qovernment;  I  shall  also  in- 
form it  of  myanswer,  thereto;  and  whenever  by 
order  of  the  King  my  master,  I  am  to  returu  la 
Spain,  I  shall  quit  the  United  States  with  send- 
ments  of  affection  towards  a  virtuous  people,  in 
wbose  bosom  I  have  lived  ten  years,  with  tne  in- 
timate testimony  of  having  never  committed  any 
grounded  offence  against  lueir  Guvernmenl;  and 
above  all,  with  the  consoling  satisfaction  of  bar- 
ing employed  all  my  zeal  and  feeble  talents  in  de- 
fence of  the  rights  of  the  best  of  Kings. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  &c. 

M.  Da  CASA  TRUJO. 

Jamis  Maoibon,  Esq. 

H.  de  Csaa  Tnyo  to  the  Secntary  of  Stale. 
WASBtHOTO)!,  Jan.  19, 1806. 
Sib:  Having  gone  through  the  personal  ex- 
planations, which  for  just  motives  I  was  com- 
pelled to  enter  into  io  my  first  answer  to  yoni 
letter  of  tbe  ISib  instant,  I  must  now  inform 
you,  air,  what  Mherwiae  would  then  bare  consti- 
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Carfttpnnitim  tfikt  Sea-etary  sf  State  vUh  *t  Mnfma  A  in^ 


trtordinary  tod  Minisier  Ptenipoientmy 
Cathdie  Majesty  nmt  the  United  'Simlet  Kceires 
BO  oid«n  except  fnm  hit  Saviereign.  I  uvbI 
wiat  deotare  (o  70U,  sir,  that  I  CoasnleT  both  the 
■wtfle  flOd  tenor  oT  y oar  letter  u  mdeeorovs,  and 
its  otgcct  an  iofraetion  of  ibe  pririleges  atuiobcd 
to  HIT  pabUe  chaTBcler.  Tbif  violatioti  of  the 
dvptamMic  rigbu  and  privdegei,  as  innpiieaUe 
initmlf  u  it  ii  ill  gvotmded.  rrqaitea  dn  nav  part 
-tbe  moKt  BolemB  protest  •^nrt  f  oar  nod  lalter, 
ha  fltyte,  «nd  tbe  intent  with  which  it  i*  addreawd 
to  me.  I  do  therefore  protest  iti  tfee  noEt  Mlemn 
maDner  I  pouAiy  cAi  arainrt  this  inproper  Bie|i 
al  yonn,  tir;  a  step  wbioh,  nnder  tne  existing 
«iretiiastance*,  is  ai  contrary  to  the  dlBlomatic 
laws  and  usage*,  kb  it  is  to  tke  spkit  of  tne  Con- 


■tttntion  and  OeranaeBt  of  Aii  tent  u 

in  order  that  yrnir  coajoet,  lir,  in  ibii  a.Bi 
not  in  an?  manner  aSeet  the  priiilcfB  ^ 
body  to  Wfaieb  I  h«*ethebMt(UiWH|:-, 
immediately  trausntit  to  the  ath«r  nmttnLt 
of  accfediied  near  the  United  Suuiuit 
your  said  letter,  of  my  first  swiRt.  ud  u  i^ 
my  protest,  that  on  then  pan  ikTUFnu: 
projxr  aw  thereof,  and  alio  tbtiuufin 
appear  thai  if  there  bi«  txiittd  00  ili  jb  . 
this  Adminutratioo  an  treknrr  deimunu::i 
violate  Ae  ri^bu  of  em.butj.mfKoiiii'r 
oirilized  nation, tberc  did  titti  uins«'i 
jut  reaolotion  of  repclliog  toTiiimlimf 
I  lia*e  Ike  hoaot  to  be,  Ac 

H.DfiCASlTIIX 

J  AMIS  MUHBOK,  E^. 
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PUBLIC  ACTS  OP  COKGBKSSi 

PASaEP  AT  THE  FIRftT  8B88I0N  OP  THC  NINTH  QONGREeS,  BBOUN  AND  BtOJI 
AT  THE  Omr  OP  WASHIIitQTON,  DfiCBMBBR  S,  IMi. 


IN  ACT  mikitig  an  •ddhioiul  ^iproprUtim  fcr  die 
Naval  ■errica,  dniing  the  jmt  one  dioiHand  oi^l 
bundled  Mtd  St*. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Bime  ofRem^ 
entatiiie*  of  the  Umied  Stales  of  America,  m  Con- 
TMt  aumbied,  That,  i»  adaltion  to  the  sum 
reretorore  appropiiated  for  that  object,  the  turn  of 
wo  hundred  and  fifty  tbounod  dollars  be,  and 
lie  mna  bereby  is,  appropriated  t«iMrdi  lefrajr- 
Qg  the expeasea  of  ibeNavf  of  th« United  Statu, 
uring  the  year  cms  thotnaad  eight  buadred  and 

Bbc.  2.  Ami  he  it  ftaOmp  tTMded,  Th**  tba 
foremid  turn  shall  be  paid,  flratgont  of  the  moncfa 
«eniiDg  at  the  end  of  the  year  one  tbooaand 
light  handred  and  An,  from  tho  dodea  laid  by 
be  act,  paaaed  on  the  timty-fifth  day  of  March. 
ma  thousand  ei^t  bnn^^  tad  four,  entideo 
An  act  further  to  pratact  Ihe  Mmmem  and  sea- 
aen  of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbary 
>oweTa;"and,  aaeoadly,  out  of  any  moseys  in  the 
rMaanry  not  otheTwiM  appropriated. 

NATHL.  MAOtMif, 
Spaaker  qftlte  Bmae  ^  RapnamtaHvn. 
8.  BMITH, 
Pnetidemt  ofOie  Senatt,  pro  tempan, 
Apnowd,  Deoembar  11, 180S. 

TH.  JBPFBRSON. 

kB  Act  sapptsmnituj  to  the  "  Act  loakinB  prori- 
■iona  tar  the  pajment  of  clainu  of  dtiiana  of  the 
United  Btatea  on  the  QoTarfunant  of  Prance,  the 


.     ,  _  J  o(  tlwdiirtielh 

da;  of  April,  one  Ihouaand  «ght  hattdrad  and  three, 
betwaaa   the  United  BtalM  rad   the  TttaA  Re- 

Be  U  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  balaocc  of  the  ap- 
TopriatioD  of  three  millions  sereo  hundred  and 
ifty  thoosaod  dollar^  made  by  the  act  to  which 
his  ia  a  lupplement,  which  may  remain  unex- 
lended  oo  the  thirlr-nrst  of  December,  one  ibon- 
and  eight  burtdred  and  fire,  shall  not  be  carried 
0  the  credit  of  the  sarplos  fund,  but  shall  remain 
pproprialed  to  the  same  purpose  for  which  it 
ras  origioilly  ■ppropriated,  aoy  act  to  tbe  eon- 
rary  DOtwiihstBuaiiig. 

Approred,  December  31, 1805. 


Vn  Act  to  pcoride  fbi  Idg^t-hanaaa  in  taong  Uaiid 
Sound;  and  to.decUia   BozbuiT.  in  ttw  St 
Mawdmaatta,  to  be  a  port  of  deUTerr. 


Be  it  enacted,  fa.,  That  the  Saoreiary  of  thi 


■aed.f 


and  required  to  cause  two  good  i 
light-houses  to  be  erected  in  Lon?  Islnd  Sooatlt 
one  to  be  placed  on  Watch  Hin  Point,  ia  Iha 
town  of  Westerly,  aod  State  of  Rhode  iilaad, 
and  Ihe  other  on  Sands's  or  Watch  Point,  in  tbi 
town  of  Nortt^iDpated,  on  Long  Island,  in  tbe 
State  of  New  Torb,  and  to  •ppoinl  the  Icaepera 
of  the  said  hghl-hoases,  (under  the  direction  of 
Ihe  President  of  the  United  States,)  and  ochar* 
wise  provide  for  snch  light-hoaaea,  at  the  espeiw* 
of  the  United  States:  PnwMed,  That  Baflokent 
hind,  for  the  accommodation  of  such  ligb^kou•ai^ 
can  be  obtaioed,  at  a  reasonable  price,  and  ttM 
Lefiislatnres  of  Rhode  khind  and  New  Yorli  atntt 
cede  tbe  jurisdiedon  orer  tbe  same  to  the  United 
Slates.  And  a  sum  not  exceeding  six  thonsaaa 
dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  pwpDse  of 
defraying  the  eip«ase  of  erecting  the  saia  ligbt- 
houses,  to  be  paid  out  of  an^  moneys  in  tbe  'Ka^ 
,  not  otherwise  ■ppropnated. 

.JO.S.  AtldJMUJwther enacted,  Tbatits&all 
be  the  daty  of  the  Secretary  of  iba  Treasory  to 
eaoia  the  said  ligbt^bouses  ao  to  be  oonsarnoiad 
ttaal  tbeh  lights  M  beiar  discorwed  raar,  wilk 
eertaiaiy,  ba  distinguishad^AoiB  those  of  aB  «tb« 
light-bouaes,  herelofore  creeled  in  ibeit  neigh* 
borhood. 

Sac.  3.  Ami  be  U  /wtilur  maeUdy  That  Aa 

wn  (NT  landing  piece  of  Roxbaty,  la  die  Sttta 
of  Haasaehiuettt,  ahall  he  a  port  of  dclirerr,  te 
be  BDnexed  to  tbe  dittiiet  lA  Boetcm  and  Caiatlao>' 
town,  and  shall  ba  sobjaci  to  tbe  Mma  regulatloM 
■nd  Tesirictions  as  other  ports  of  delivery  in  A« 
United  Slates. 

Approred,  January  BS^  1806. 


appiopiiatiwi  to  Mfl^ 
ipfiatioii  fi^  the  ifaf  al 
diooMiid  eight  Ikundted 


^  A4  DaUns  an  additivitl 
tha  oeflciancy  in  the  ^tpioi 
aanice,  during  the  year  oneU 

Be  it  enacte4,  i-c.,  That,  for  supplying  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  appropriation  for  the  naral  ^eryic^ 
daring  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ana 
'ire,  the  further  sum  of  three  hundred  fifiy  cbou- 
aiid  doUare,  lo  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  th^ 
Frsasory,  not  otherwise  appj"  '"  '  '"  --'•■-- 
same  hereby  ia  appropriated. 
Approred,  January  22, 16Dt>. 

An  Act  naluag  pmisiea  to  da&ajinr  any  a^rMiSr 
diaaiT  expeaaaa  attending  the  intercourse  bitwi^ 
the  [Jiiilad  Sutlea  and  biwgn  nations- 
Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  a  mm  of  two  miUiow 

of  dollan  be,  and  tu*aiiw  iaiieteby  Hffprftntiiiad 
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towirds  defraying'  bdjt  extraordioiry  espenae* 
vhich  mBf  be  incurred  in  the  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  foreign  naiiani,  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  moner  in  ibe  Treaaory,  '  "' 
appropriated,  ana  to  f  "   '  " 

.  tion  of  the  Fteiident 
■ball  cause  an  account  thereof  to  be  laid  before 
CongrCH  B>  soon  as  may  be. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Pmident  of  I'be  United  Stales  be,  and  hereby  ia, 
cathorized,  if  neeesEary,  to  borrow  the  said  sum, 
fir  any  p«rt  iheieof,  in  oefaalf  of  the  Uiuted  State*, 
%t  a  rate  of  intereat  not  exceeding  six  per  ceotam 
per  tnnum,  redeemable  at  the  will  of  the  Coa- 

KCM  of  the  United  State*.    And  it  shall  be  law- 
i  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  to  lend  the 
whole,  or  any  part  of  the  same. 

Bmo.  3.  And  be  HJitrthtr  enaeUd,  That  h  much 

M  may  be  necessary  of  the  surplus  of  the  duties 

1  importa  and  lonnagCj  beyond  the  permanent 


appropriation  heretofore  charged  apon  them,  by 

Mi ,   ,  .... 

Mrseqient  of  the  principal,  of  ftU  such  moneys  at 


-rr--r -larged  api  ,    , 

law,  uall  be,  and  hereby  is.  pledged  «ud  appro* 
priaied  for  the  iMymeni  of  iBe  inteiest,and  raim- 


•tagr  be  bonowcd  in  punnance  of  this  act  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  and  coBdititn*  on  which  the 
loan  or  loans  may  be  effected. 
AppntTed,  Febtuary  13, 1806. 

An  Act  auUng  BftutheiiMirapriation  for  th•t1^90rt 


nrihei  (Mirapn 
of  •  Luia^. 


Be  it  mucUd,  4«-i  That,  in  addition  to  the  nn- 
flxpe»ded  balance  of  th«  former  appropnatian 
aiade  to  pnrehnse  books  for  the  use  of  Congreaa, 
which  is  hereby  revived  and  continued,  there 
•hall  be  apMroprialed  the  anm  of  one  thotnaod 
dollars  yearly,  for  the  term  of  five  yean;  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  and  expended  under  the  direc- 
tisn-Df  a  joint  cemmitiee,  to  consist  of  three  mem- 
feera  of  the  Senate,  and  three  memberaof  ihaUoase 
4>f  RepietcDtatives,  to  be  appointed  erefy  ses 
ot  Congress,  during  the  continuance  of  this  ap- 
pronriauoD. 

Approved,  February  21, 1806. 

An  Act  to  repeal,  in  put,  the  Ibarlh  section  of  sn  act, 

mlitled  "An  set  to  suthoriM  ■  grent  of  lands  to  tbe 

Rrencb  inbsbituitt  of  Oslliopidia;   snd   for  other 

purpose*  therein  mentiooed." 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  Thst  so  much  of  the  fourth 

■ection  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a 

grant  of  lands  to  the  Freocfa  inhabiiaDls  of  Galli- 

Dpolis;  and  for other^urposes  therein  mentioned," 

as  imposes  the  condition  of  an  actual  setilemenl 

on  the  said  iohebitnots,  or  any  of  them,  their  heirs 

or  assigns,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

And  in  every  case  where  a  patent  hasissued,  in 

eonformitjr  with  the  said  foorth  section,  to  aoj  of 

the  inhabitants  nfbresaid,  their  heirs  or  assigns, 

the  conditions  sforestrid,  rnserted  in  any  such  pst- 

rai  sfaaH  be  considered  null  and  void ;  and  the  fte 

feiAiple  be  vested  toall  intents  snd  pQrposes,ia  the 

person  10  whom  such  patent  has  been  issued,  his 

Of  her  hnn  or  assignb 

ApiBOTCd,  Pebrnary  SI,  1808.     -   -  - 


An  Act  far  die  rslief  of  Oe  Osvcmor,  Seu— ;.  ai 

Jndges  of  die  lets  Temtoiy  of  the  Uoitad  8lahi!Wlb- 
west  e{  the  iitit  Ohio. 


auihoriied  and  directed  to  settle, 
compensation  heretofore  established,  the  accooati 
of  tbe  Govemor,  Secretary,  and  Jadges  of  it 
late  Territory  of  the  United  State*  Northveacf 
the  river  Ohio,  for  their  servicea  vrhile  aciiBgla 
those  capncitiM,  respectively,  at  any  time  bernn 
the  twenly-ninlh  day  of  November,  one  ihoened 
eight  hundred  and  two,  and  the  first  Tnesdif  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aod  thifc 
Approved,  February  21,  1806. 


1  pwte  of  lb  Bhsd 


An  Act  to  suspend  the  ttnax 

the  United  StsU*  «nij  « 

of  St.  DoDinfo. 

Be  it  enaOed,  fc.,  That  all  conaneniai  iiter- 
courae  between  any  person  or  penoac  rendtni 
within  the  United  States,  and  an*  petaoo  arper> 
sons  resident  within  any  part  of  iiteidaad  of  sL 
DomtBgo,  not  in  paeMaaion,  aad  nder  the  tc- 
knowladged  Oovernoient  of  France,  AtSi  be, and 
is  hereby  prohibited;  and  any  ship  ot  vend, 
owned,  hired,  or  employed,  wholly  or  ia  part,  bf 
any  person  or  peraons  resident  withia  the  Oaiied 
States,  and  sailing  froai  anr  pon  of  the  United 
States,  after  due  notice  of  this  act  tf  the  ewtom 
boUBM,  respectively,  which,  ccmtiary  to  the  iateal 
hereof,  shall  be  voluntarily  carried,  or  ikaU  be 
destined  to  proceed,  whetha  directly,  «t  fnaiaay 
iotecmedtale  port  or  place  within  the  idand  of  Sl 
Domingo,  and  not  in  poassesaicm,  and  aad«tbe 
acknowledged-  Ooveramcnt  of  France;  and  abo 
wy  cargo  whieb  shall  be  fonnd  <m  board  of  s«ch 
ship  or  vessel,  when  detected  and  iaimapied  ia 
snchBnIawfBl  parposfcorat  ber  retarnfraBnuk 
voyage,  to  the  United  Slates,  ahall  be  whoUy  fix- 
feited,  and  may  be  seized  and  condemned  in  aay 
court  of  the  Uailed  States  having  competent  jo- 
risdiction. 

*  Sec.  %  And  he  UJvrtker  eaaO^  That  afta 
due  notice  of  this  act  at  the  several  eastasn  hoBM^ 
no  ship  or  vessel  whatever  shall  receive  a  cica> 
aneefor  aay  port  A  place  wiifain  the  island  c^Sl 
Domingo,  and  not  in  the  actual  pcesesasD  of 
France :  noi  shall  any  clearance  be  graatcd  for  a 
foreign  voyM:e  to  any  ship  or  vessel,  owned,  biie^ 
or  empIoyetC  wholly  or  in  part,  by  any  penoa  ot 
person^  resident  within  tbe  United  States,  aati 
the  owner  or  tbe  employer  for  ii^  royi^  or  bis 
factor  or  agent,  with  the  masterjahall  give  hoad 
to  the  United  Stales,  iu  a  sum  eajuai  to  the  nine 
of  ibe  vessel  and  of  her  cargo,  with  condltiea  that 
the  ship  or  vessel,  for  which  a  clearance  shall  be 
required, is  destined  tosomeport  or  place  withott 
thelimitsof  such  part  of  (he  island  of  St.  Domin- 
go, as  shall  not  be  in  the  actual  possession,  and 
under  the  acknowledred  Ouvernmeot  of  Prance 
and  during  the  intended  voyage  shall  not  be  n^ 
untarily  carried,  or  permitted  to  proceed,  wbf  i^ 
directly  or  from  any  intermediate  port  or  pdseeA 
any  port  or  place  within  such  part  of  the  i^d 
ofSt.  Domingo,  aa  riiall  not  be  in  tb«  nciaalpM- 
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lession,  Bod  undei  ibe  tcknawledged  Qoverameat 
or  France;  and  ia  ea«  of  being  forced  bjr  anr 
casualty  into  any  port  oi  place  hereby  iDlerdicted, 
shall  not,  Bt  any  aocb  port  oi  place,  voluautily 
lell,  detim,  or  unlade  any  part  of  Micb  cargo,  ex- 
cept so  mneh  as  may  be  aVoloiely  necewary  to 
defray  the  expeDsei  K^uisite  to  enable  luch  ves- 
sel 10  proceed  on  her  intended  voyage ;  and  gen- 
erally,  ihat  such  ship  or  Teaul,  wbibt  on  such 
voyage,  shall  not  be  employed  in  aor  traffic  or 
commerce,  with  or  for  any  person  resiaent  within 
any  part  of  the  island  of  St.  Domiogo,  not  in  the 
actual  poraeaaion,  and  under  the  acknowledged 
QoTernment  of  France. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  furiKer  enacted.  That  all 
penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  by  force  of  this 
act,  and  -which  may  be  reeoTcred,  shall  be  dis- 
tributed and  accounted  for,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonoage," 
passed  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  and  maybe  miti- 

Sted  and  remitted  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
;  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  mitigating  and  re- 
mitting the  forfeitures,  peaallies,  and  disabilities, 
accruins  ia  certain  cases  therein  mentioned;" 
passed  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hondTed  and  niaety-seTeo,  and  made  perpetual 
by  an  act  passed  the  elerenth  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  eiuttied,  That  this 
act  shall  coatinae  and  be  in  fbree  for  one  fear, 
and  no  longer. 

Seo.  5.  AndbeiifiaiherenaeUd,  That  at  any 
time  after  the  passing  of  this  act  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  Preatdeni  of  the  United  Stales,  if  he 
shall  deem  it  expnlient,  and  coDstBient  with  the 
interests  of  the  United  States^  by  hit  order,  to  re- 
mit 4Dd  discontinue  the  restraints  and  prohibitions 
on  the  commerce  aforesaid. 

Approved,  February  28, 1806. 


Be  it  enacted,  ^,  Tbat,  for  the  disposal  of  a 
certain  tract  or  lot  of  land,  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  town  of  Cincinnati,  on  the 
Ohio,  being  the  same  on  wbieh  Fort  Washington 
was  erected,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
cause  the  said  tract  to  be  surveyed  and  laid  off 
into  town  loii,  streets,  and  avenues,  in  each  man- 
ner, and  of  such  dimensions,  as  hemay  judge  pro- 
per, cooforming  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  oriafinal 
plan  of  the  town:  when  the  survey  is  completed, 
a  plat  thereof  shall  be  returned  to  the  surveyor 

Eeneral,  on  which  the  lots  shall  be  denominated 
y  progressive  numbers,  who  shall  therefrom 
cause  two  copies  to  be  made,  one  to  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  Secretarv  of  ttjfc  Treasury,  aad  the  other 
to  the  register  of  toe  land  office  at  Cineiaaaii ;  on 
the  receipt  of  which  plat  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  cause  the  said  town  lots  to  be  of- 
fered to  the  highest  bidder  at  public  sale,  to  be 
held  at  CinfioDaii,  under  the  superinteodenee  of 
the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  in  the 


district  of  CiDeinnali,  on  the  same  teinu  and 
conditions  as  have  been  provided  for  the  puUte 
sale  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States. 
Six  weeks  notice  shall  be  given  of  the  day  of  sat^ 
in  at  least  two  newspapers  published  in  the  Slate 
of  Ohio. 
Approved,  Febnury  28, 1806. 

An  Act  extending  the  powers  of  tha  SurTayer  Oo^ 
eisl  to  the  Teniloiy  of  Looimana ;  and  br  otbs 

Beit  enacted,  fc,  That  the  powers  vested  hf 
law  in  the  Surveyor  Oeneral  shall  extend  orap- 
all  the  pnblic  lands  of  the  United  State^  in  tbar 
Territory  of  Louisiana,  to  which  the  Indian  titls 
has  been,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  extinguisbad.  It 
shall  be  the  dutj  of  the  said  Surveyor  Oenerai  to 
appoint  a  sufficient  number  (tf  akiU'iil  snrveyor^ 
as  ois  deputies,  in  the  said  Toritory,  one  vf  whon 
he  shall,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Secretary  ot 
the  Treasury,  designate  as  his  principal  deputy 
for  the  same.  Which  said  deputies  shall  sav«aUf 
take  an  oath,  or  affirmation,  truly  and  faithfully 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  their  retpeotive  offices. 
The  said  prinoipal  dewiiy  shall  reside  and  keep 
an  office  m  the  said  Territory,  and  ahall,  oader 
'  asuperintendeoseoftheSarvevor  Qeneral,  exe- 

le,  or  cause  to  be  executed  by  the  other  deputies, 
such  mrvevi  as  may  hereafter  be  anthiH-ized  by 
law,  or  as  he  may  be  directed  to  execute  by  th« 
commiBsioBers  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  aseer- 
taiaing  the  titles  and  claims  toland  within  the 
Territory  aforesaid ;  and  shall  generally  perforin 
therein,  in  conformity  with  the  regulations  and 
insiructious  of  the  nid  Surveyor  General,  the 
duties  imposed  by  law  on  the  said  Surveyor  Gen- 

al. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  itfariher  enacted.  That  all  th« 
plots  of  surveys,  and  all  other  papers  and  docu- 
ments pertaining,  or  whicb  did  pertain  to  the  of- 
fice of  Surveyor  Oeneral,  under  the  Spanish  Gov 
ernment,  within  the  limits  of  the  Territory  afore- 
said, or  to  any  other  office  heretofore  established 
or  authorized  for  the  purpose  of  executing,  or  re- 
cording surveys  of  lands  wiihio  the  said  limits, 
shall  M  delivered  to  the  principal  deputy  afore- 
said ;  and  no  plot  of  survey  shall  be  admitted  as 
evidence,  in  any  court  (^Justice,  unless  certified 
by  the  said  principal  deputy,  to  be  a  true  copy  of 
the  record  in  his  office. 

Sbc.S.  And  beit  further  enacted,  Thatsomneh 
of  the  act,  entitled,  "An  act  for  ascertaining  and 
adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  laod  withia 
the  Territory  of  Orleans,  and  the  district  of  Loni- 
siana,"  as  makes  it  the  duty  of  every  claimant  to 
lands,  within  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  to  deliver 
to  the  recorder  of  land  titles  a  plot  of  (he  tract,  or 
tracts,  claimed  by  him,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed,  so  far  as  relates  to  claimants  whose  Iraeta 
had  not  neen  sorreyed  by  the  proper  officer,  under 
the  Spanish  Government,  prior  to  the  twentieth 
day  of  December,  one  Lbontaad  eight  hundred  and 
three.  And  the  commissioners  appointed  for  aa- 
eeriaining  the  titles  and  claims  to  lands,  within 
either  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  or  that  of  Of 
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Imbi,  are  lutborized  to  direct  th«  (Acer  ezetvis- 
iag  the  powns  of  Bamjor  GeDeral,  wiihin  the 
«■!■«,  to  encDte  smb  aurTeja  as  i hey  may  think 
SMeMarf,  for  tbe  purpose  of  decHKng;'  cm  chtims 
pNMnted  for  tkeir  dcainon:  Provided,  That  tfa« 
-expeuseafezecutiogsncbsurTeyssball  be  defrayed 
bj  tbe  parlies  dainiiiiK  ibe  taod,  ovlefla  the  same 
be  claimed  by  a  leg«l  Frenab  or  Spanisb  Krani, 
made  and  completed  before  tbe  first  dav  of  Octo- 
btt,  oM  tbomand  ejgfat  btndred:  /tnd  provided 
■Xlv,  (it^itiiker^j^lurmaeted,  Tbat  ^rery 
such  surrey,  a?  well  as  erery  other  snTvey,  by 
viflterar  anthority  heittiofora  exMilt«d,  tb«$»  of 
lk»  abovaaen  limed  lesal  and  complete  lillei  oaly 
•nepled,  shall  be  held  aad  conaidered  as  prtrate 
adrveya  oaty ;.  aod  all  tka  iraets  of  land,  the  title* 
U  which  iMT  be  (rfiimBtelr  coafrnied  bf  Cod' 
-freta,  in  eooMrniicy  with  tbe  pro*i*ioni  of  the 
«at  abaTWUMlioHed,  chall,  puior  to  the  iasuing  of 
^tantB.  be  re-fni^tyed,  ifjiidged  HeeoMary,  ander 
4m  wiUiority  of  tbe  peinoH  nereiBH^  tbe  powen 
of  BnvToyor  GeDeial,  end  at  the  expense  of  tba 
inrtiea. 

Sao.  4;  And  bait  fitrtker  miaeUd,  That  tbe 
Sttitwyor  Oeweral  (ball  fix  the  cvmpeiMatioD  <^ 
tfce  deputy  nvrayors,  chata  eartiara,  and  axemn*, 
is  tb  Territory  of  Looisiana;  Pronded,  Tbat 
tka  wbole  expeiue  of  lurvcyio^  and  nttrkng  tk« 
Vmta,  wbetka  paid  by  Ae  Uaited  Siatn,  or  l^ 
ipidividvala,  riiall  not  exceed  three  dollara  per  mile, 
iai  erery  nulc  that-  riHtM  be  acHMtiy  ri»,  or  sar- 
v«]ped  and  markad.  And  the  ptiDoif«l  dajntr 
■nreaaid.  shall  ba  entitled  to  receire  Sfom  ladt- 
vMnala  the  fo)to«iB0  feea,  that  ii  to  My ;  ibr  en- 
MBintns-  and  recardrng  the  sMrrevs  executed  by 
any  afmdeptitiaa,  at  tne  rale  of  tweaiy-flve  cents 
for  every  laile  ofuie  boaadart  line  of  aoah  tur- 
vey,  and  for  a  certified  copy  of  any  plot  of  a  au- 
ytf  in  his  office,  twaoty-An  eenia. 

Approved,  February  28,  190S. 

Aa  Actfoi  ahariaKtbBtime  for  boldiogthfl  circuit  cOnit 

in  the  district  of  Noitk  Cuoliiw ;  and  for  abolisbioj; 

tbe  Julj  tena  of  the  Kentuckj  district  conii. 

Bt  il  tttatUd,^c^  That  the  Jdm  lemt  of  tbe 
ciMHit  eovit  how  hoiden  for  the  diattict  of  North 
Carolina,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  Jnni^  shall  coaa- 
BCMM  and  be  bolden  on  the  twentieth  day  of  thi 
■MM  vontb,  anything  eentUDcd  in  any  farmei 
actor  acts  to  the  contrary  noiwitbstaading.  And 
that  all  aotions,  auita,  proeeni  plcadiag*,  and  other 
proceeding*,  of  what  itaitRV  or  kind  aoerer,  civil 
or  arimiiwl,  comtaeoaed  or  to  Comnunoe  in  the 
nid  Qotirt,  and  all  reoogDisaacea  returnable  to  the 
Mid  court  on  tbe  fifteenth  day  of  June,  shall  be 
OOBtinuad,  retomcd  to.  and  have  day  in  the  ses- 
aion  to  be  balden  by  tnis  act,  and  the  aame  pro- 
•eediogs  shall  be  had  thereon  aa  heretofors,  asd 
akall  have  all  the  effect,  power,  anil  virioe  aa  if 
the  alteration  hod  never  been  made;  Promded, 
nnwrlAelwf,  ThaiwhentbetwentieihdayofJuae 
ahall  hamen  on  Bnnday,  the  iwxt  ahall  he  the  Arat 
Jwridieal  day. 

Bbo.  3.  ^id  btitfiiriher  maeted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  Augwt  next,  so  mneh  of 


■11  and  every  act  or  acts,  at  dfreefa  tfcatifcrvr 

^oort,  for  the  Kentucky  district,  ahalt  bt  rva 
ID  iheQrstHonday  iu  July,  in  every  year,  dxv 
and  tbe  ssne  is  hereby  repeated- 
AppMved,  February  S8,  ISOB. 

An  Act  decluing;  thecenseiLt  nf  Tniigif  In  muj 
the  Bute  of  PennsjUsiiis,  enlitlad  '-An  ta-jo- 

Sirct  tbe  B<>srd  of  Wudens  liir  tbcpn  liK^ 
Iphia  to  collect  ■  certain  dn^  im  Tianiii.h  li 

purposes  theinn  menlioiMd.'* 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  Tbat  the  eoAKataCa- 
gress  be,  and  il  is  hereby  granted  sod  drcbrie 
the  operation  of  an  act  of  the  LegialatareKi-n- 
Bflvania,  passed  on  the  fint  day  of  AwiL  m  -jt 
year  one  ibouHod  eight  hundred udmaL.U 
"Ao  act  to  empower  the  Board  of  WadMii 
the  port  of  Philadelphia  to  collect  a  emu  ixf 
on  louuage,  for  the  purposes  therein  Bosas^' 
so  far  BS  to  enable  tJte  Sute  of  Paaqdtuav 
collect  a  duty  of  four  cents,  per  tOf^ata^Redi 
which  shall  cleat  out  from  tbe  foni/Pkki^ 
phia  for  any  foreign  pott  or  place  wiuett.  u,  it 
expended  in  buildiufj  piers  ja,  aad  otbania- 
provins  the  navigation  of  the  rivei  TAnst, 
agreeably  (o  the  intentions  t^  the  aid  kl 

Approved,  February  38, 1806. 

Ad  Act  to  extend Jorisdiction  m  emtmtmattS^ 


Bt  it maOed,  fc^  That  the  ■__,.._ 

courts  within,  or  next  adjotoiDg,  the  i**tMii» 
trices  htreiaafter  mealiuMd,  sUI  leaadutW 
by  authorized  10  takeci^aizwMeaf  alesHflH* 
■nd  proeacQlioee  for  fiaes^  petMldc^aad  )«>■ 
nres,  arising  wider  the  reniuie  lavssf  ikeriMrf 
States,  is  tbe   dtttrieU   of    ~'         -■-■-- 


Harbor,  Oswego,  Oeaeaee,  Niww&a^ftdta 
Creek,  in  the  Stale  of  New  TorfcHdMitei» 
triclofPres^ue  Isle,  tn  the  Stated  PeUBstitn: 
and  thedistrict  attorneys  of  New  Y'o«tlaiP3^ 
sytvania,  respectively,  are  hecebr  maihotiRd  ai 
directed  to  appoint,  by  warrant  ma  acicart  e 
their  suteiilute  or  depaty,  respectively,  u  ^ 
eule  for  the  United  States  im  emA  of  ;k  •: 
coiiatjr.coDrlB,  who  shall  be  awom  «  da^K 
the  faithful  eiecntion  of  bis  duty  ^  ■  ■nsM 
aforesaid;  Ptwided,  Tbat  itau  nthMiW 
not  be  eonattued  to  extend  jariadietiH  c  * 
county  courts  afotetaid,  over  aaf  cinl  c^ 
which  may  arise  in  any  of  those  fctcbm  diwa 
for  the  eolltetioa  of  duiiea  payable  to  the  Ctv 
States ;  or  beads  or  sectirioes  givca  tn  iWiet 
rity  and  paymeat  of  dntiea  to  the  Daked  3^ 
Sac.  3.  And  bt  it  fvrlker  miacttd,  TiKa 
eoaoly  cODrte  afoeeaaid,  or  the  flrat  jod^  a  aO 
of  said  courts,  shall  be,  and  heaehy  are/fMei* 
thoriaed  to  czcaeise  alt  and  enrf  poww  it  a* 
of  a  criminal  namre^  cognizaUe  baJbve  *(■  ^ 
virtue  of  the  Irat  aeeiion  of  thia  act,  for  ibt  ^ 
poieof  obtaiBtngamitigatioD  "rrmiiiiiwff-" 
fiae,  peoatty^or  forfdiure^  which  laay  ba  cr- 
otsed  by  the  judges  of  the  Aatrtet  eoork.  ia  iV 
dependiDgfacforethem,  byriniiearthehw^-K 
United  Blale^  paaied  on  lh«  thM  of  UaittW 
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tboBiuid  Mf«D  hmlnd  Mid  niBMr-uns,  eMl' 
lied  "  AaMi  toproTidefoi  raHigkirBgoiraminiDg 
the  forfeitDTes,  peoaliieR,  ind  disabiliiiB*,  aemiing 
in  ceitBiD  CKCB  iherein  meaiioBed'.''  Ajid  in  the 
ezeieisa  ef  ibc  authimty,  bf  this  Mcti«a  givto.  to 
uid  coDBiT  ooaKs  ot  (o  tk«  fitat  jttdgts  ibeKof^ 
thejr  shall  be  (^oTenied  in  er«ry  HapMt  br  the  ng- 
uliiions,  restrtctioDs,aDd  pfOTitionB  of  the  bw  of 
the  United  States,  pused  cm  the  third  of  March, 
one  thousand  sevea  hundred  aod  ninely-se^veo. 
aforesaid  J  with  this  diflerence  only,  that  iostettd  of 
Dotifying  the  district  attorneys,  rnpectively,  said 
county  courts,  or  the  first  judg«a  thereof,  as  the 
case  may  be,  shall,  before  exercising  ssiif  ogthori- 
ties,  cause  reasonable  notice  to  be  giren  to  the 
attorney  who  may  hare  been  appointed  and  sworn 
or  affirmed  to  prosecute  for  tbe  United  States,  in 
such  court,  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
showing  cause  against  the  oaitigation  or  remis- 
sion of  such  fine,  penalty,  or  Ibrfeiture- 

Sec.  3.  And  U  it  Jarthtr  enacud,  That  this 
act  shall  remain  in  force  during  the  term  of  one 
year,  from  its  passage,  and  from  thence  to  the  end 
of  tbe  next  session  of  Congress  thereafter,  and  no 

ApptoTed,  Mwdl  9, 1806. 

An  Act  d«oiaijiig  the  town  of  Jenej,  in  Ae  State  ai 
New  Jersfj,  to  b«  a  port  of  daliveij ;  and  for  erect- 
ing s  liffht-houie   on  Wood  Island,  oi  FlalchBr'e 
Neck,  in  the  SUte  of  Massnchusetts. 
Be  U  vmeted,  fc,  Thai  the  town,  o*  Unding 
^ace  of  Jnoey,  slwU  be  a  post  of  delivery,  to  be 
anaexed  to  the  district  of  Perth  ABiboy,aBd  shall 
be  subject  to  the  same  rBgi^Uvnt  akd  reelrietions 
aa  other  ports  of  delivery  in  the  Uftited  Slates. 
And  there  sImII  bt  appointed  a  awTeyor  to  reside 
at  the  said  port  of  delivery,  who  shall  he  entitled 
to  recreive,  m  RdditioB  to  the  other  «nali|ikeat« 
allowed  by  Uw,  a  aalaff  of  n^  hiudied  dtdhra, 
an  dually. 

Sac.  2.  Axd  k  it  fitrthtr  mmeUd,  That  the 
SeeielMT'  of  the  Treasury  shall  be,  and  be  ia 
hereby,  ant borized  and  lequiied,  to  cawe  a  fiood 
and  snneient  l^bt-booea  to  be  eaeol^d  ^a  Wood 
Iatand,(a'Plielcher'aNeck,iolhediilriet(tf  Uaina, 

tieleciinj;  either  place,  as  the  President  of  the 
Inited  Slates  may  deev  moat  eligible,)  and  to 
appoint  a  keeper,  and  otherwise  provide  for  luah 
Ikght-honse,  at  the  expense  of  (he  Uniied  States: 
I^oihiUdi  Thai  sufficient  land  for  the  accommo- 
datioa  of  nob  light-house  eaa  he  obtained  at  a 
reasonable  price,  and  the  L^iilature  of  Maisa- 
chusetta  shall  eede  ihe  juiiadictkon  over  the  sane 
to  the  United  States.  And  the  sun  of  five  thou- 
land  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  for  tbe  erec' 
tioo  of  said  light-boosa,  to  be  paid  oat  of  any 
moneys  in  tbe  Treasury,  not  otheiwiM  tfpta- 
ptiated. 
Afvioved,  Uueh  8, 1S06. 

An  Aet  la  famorpeiata  tbeTreateMtrftbe  Prsabj-tarian 


Pelee,  Joshua  DMraoa,  Juaea  CUdei^  GeMg* 
Tfaompso*,  RiolHird  Kllivit,  Dhvkl  Wiley,  and 
Andrew  Rose,  and  their  aDeeeaseis,  inly  eleelsd 
o«  apooiated,  in  aamter  heieiaafter  diteetad,  ba, 
luy  «M  k«Kh)r  mad^  declared,  and  cenalitst 
and  body  iMliiio,  in  Ikw  and  ia 


the  PieahytM 

Om.  ai°AMi  btitfiiptha-'emetad,  TbataU  md 
•MMulai  tbe  ludi^  taUMMOta,  veUa,  anniaitiei^ 
rijgSta,  privUfM,  gooda,  and  ehattela.  hevelofoee 
gtven,  gie»i«^  devised,  or  bequeatbed  lo  tbe-aMd 
eoagvegution,  ot  toaojr  peiaeti  oa  pesaona,  (ot  ihm 
use  tberea^  ar  that  have  been  parehaaeci  fei,  oi 
1  of  the  sKve,  be,  aaid  are  bei«by,  vested 
i&med  to  the  aaid  eorpoiatian :  And, 
fmthtr,  Tlaai  the  Mid  earporatiaa  Mtay  purcbsaa^ 
take,  leteive,  a^d  «»j»y,  anf ,  lai>da^  Mnemeot^ 
reatBi  aiwiaiieat  rights^  or  privilege*,  or  aoygoeda, 
ehalteli,  or  etbevcAtot^  of  what  kiud  or  natun 
Mevet,  wkieb  skatl  or  aoay  hereaAar  be  given, 

{r«nted,  eeU,  be^watbcd,  or  devued,  uato  thea 
y  at»7  penCMi  or  pcteona,  bodies  widrtic,  ev  Mrp«- 
tiite,  capable  ef  naking  aueh  gin^  ffraot,  aale,  or 
be^ieet;  and  the  aaid  properly,  real  or  persoaai, 
to  rent,  sell,  convey,  and  confirm,  or  othavwiae 
dbpoea  ef,  aa  fliUy  and  etfiictnaUy  as  any  pereon, 
or  pwaoaa,  bediet  politie,  ov  aocpoPMe,  may  or  eaa 
do;  Pnndad,  That  ibe  dtw  aanoal  inioiBe  af 
alt  such  pvopeity  may  »s\  exceed  the  sum  of  threa 
tboasand  dnUam)  ibatnaprtef  the  groand  a«v 


'    Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That  Stephen  B.  Bakb,  Wil- 
liam Whann,  Ames  Melvio,  John  Maffli,  Jehn. 


iiaet,  to  bav*  ooaHaaatee  fecever,  br  tbe  Mme, 
style,  and  title  ef  "  tbe  TraaMs  «f  the  "     ' 
rin  CoagRfatioDj  ia  Oiaagitowm." 


.     _   ,  naanageiiMit, 

and  al  ibe  diipoaa)  of  said  c«rporaiMl.  for  tba 
purpoee  of  defraying  tbeexpaDMsincid»t  to  their 
mode  of  religious  worsbij; ;  of  enetosingand  keep- 
ing in  decent  repair,  their  grave  yards  and  other 
lob,  With  tbe  baildings  tbeiron  i  and  of  affiirding 
such  relief  lo  the  poor  aa  tbeir  Aiods  may  from 
time  to  time  allow,  and  for  no  other  purpose. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
coqtoratioD.  bvtheDaRie,style,aDd  title  afowsaid,  ' 
be,  and  ibatl  be  hereafter  forever,  able  and  capa- 
ble in  law,  to  sue  and  to  be  sued,  plead  and  be 
impleaded,  answer  and  be  answered  uoto,  defend 
and  be  defeoded,  in  any  court  or  courts,  or  other 
places,  and  before  any  judge  or  judges,  justice  or 
justices,  or  other  person  whatsoever,  within  the 
District  of  Columbia,  or  elsewhere,  in  all,  and  all 
manner  of  suits,  actions,  complaints,  pleas,  causes, 
matters,  and  demands,  of  whatsoever  kind  or  nv 
tore  they  may  be,  in  as  full  and  effectnal  a  man- 
ner, as  any  other  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic, 
or  corporate,  n)ay  or  can  do. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  the 
said  corporation  shall  have  full  power  and  au- 
thority (o  make,  have,  and  use  a  commoa  seal) 
wiihsBcbdeviceand  inscription  as  they  shall  think 
proper,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter,  and  renew,  at 
pleaauia;  to  appoint  a  treasurer,  secretary,  and 
such  other  officers  as  they  may  deem  necessary 
and  proper!  to  aasipi  them  their  duties,  and  fix 
(heii  c(«npflDsation,  and  to  remove  any,  or  all  of 
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Ibcm  {Vdid  office ;  appoiDt  aaother,  or  othcM  in 
thair  place^  as  ofien  ai  they  ihall  think  fit ;  to 
Bake,  ordain,  eMabluh,  aad  eicenle,  tuoh  by-ta«n 
aDtl  ordiiiancfs,  of  a  aecular  Miinr«,  aa  may  be 
dacmed  uaefol  for  their  owa  gQTanuDSDt,  and  tba 
Mine  to  alter,  amend,  oi  abroffate,  at  plaatare;  to 
fill  up  vaeaneiei  that  mar  bapptia  in  their  nuaa- 
her,  betwean  two  aaoiial  eleciioBt ;  and  to  datai^ 
mine  npon,  do,  and  traaMotaU  boauwai,  and  aaat- 
tan  appertaiaiojt  to  ibe  laid  corporation,  Md  to 
d>e  atenlar  aSaira  of  nid  oongragationi  afraeaUe 
to  the  nilet,  ordinaneea  and  bylawa  thereof,  dar- 
ing their  continvaoee  ia  office:  Pnmded,  That 
not  leaa  than  five  Inuleea  be  a  qaoruni  ta  do  bn- 
aioew;  that  no  br-iaw,  rale,  a^  ordioanae,  iball 
be  made,  rapnirnatil  to  the  lawi  of  this  Diatrict. 

Beo.  5.  And  te  it  ./kriAer  ttUKltd,  That  there 
ahall  be  an  aonuJ,  mectiikf  of  the  membera  be< 
loagiog  to  Mid  congregation,  held  on  (be  firat 
Taeadar  of  April,  in  ereiy  year  hereaTier,  at  the 
ehnroh  or  naual  piaeeof  paUieworahip.at  which 
time  and  place  the  laid  membera,  or  sueh  of  theu 
u  may  Jie  preaent,  ihall  eUet  aad  chooae,  by  bal- 
lot, MB  iheii  own  nomber,niBe  tnulece,  to  anre 
for  the  year  cnaviDg  tlieir  deciiw,  and  until  otben 
ahall  be  dected  or  appointed  to  ierve  in  dteii 
place. 

Sna.  4.  And  be  it  further  auieUd,  That  the 
tniataea  aball  keep,  or  caaM  to  be  kept,  in  luilable 
booka  for  the  ptiTpMe,  jnit  and  proper  entriea  of 
the  praaeediDga  and  acconnta  of  Mid  congre- 

_joa  and  eorpofatios,  and  have  them  laid  be- 
_jre  the  membns  at  eroy  aoaual  mettiog,  preri- 
fftia  ta  taking  the  votes,  and  ahall  always  deliver 
the  add  boolta,  logeihei  with  all  the  property  «f 
Mid  coDgrcgatioa  and  corponii<M,  in  good  01^, 
to  their  aucceaaota  in  office,  whenever  icquired. 

A^TOved  March  28, 1806. 

An  Act  dActuiug  ths  consent  of  Congrcii  to  an  act  of 
the  State  of  South  Caxolina,  paiaed  on  tha  twanly- 
fint  daj  of  December,  in  the  year  one  thouMnd  eiglit 
handred  snd  four,  eo  far  s>  tbe  same  r«l>tei  to  au- 
thorinng  the  Cit;  Council  of  Charleaton  to  impoee 
and  collect  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  veneli  Rom 
fcreigli  port*. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  consent  of  Coo- 

Seis  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  granted  and  declared  to 
e  operatioQ  of  an  act  of  the  Geueral  Assembly 
of  the  Slate  of  South  Carolina,  passed  the  twea- 
ty'firit  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  City  Council  of  Charles- 
ton, with  the  cooacnl  <^  Congress,  to  impose  and 
levy  a  duty  on  the  tannage  of  ships  ana  vessels, 
for  the  purposes  therein  meniioned."  so  far  as  the 
nme  extends  to  authorizing  the  C^ty  Council  of 
CharleKlon  to  impose  and  levy  a  duly  not  exceed- 
ing six  cents  per  ton,  on  all  ships  and  vessels  of 
'  the  United  Slates,  which  shall  arrive  and  be  en- 
tered in  the  port  of  Charleston  from  any  foreign 
port  or  place  whatever. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
collector  uf  Charlesioa  is  hereby  authorized  to 
collect  the  duty  imposed  by  this  act,  and  to  pay 


re 


the  MMe  to  avoh  perwuia  as  ahall  bei  auuined 
10  receive  the  Mjae  bf  tfao  City  Coatd  of 
Chadeiion. 

Sac.  3.  And  he  U  further  earctad,  Thu  uic 
act  aball  be  io  force  for  three  yean,  and  &m 
thMce  to  the  eod  of  the  next  aesaios  of  Cangna 
thereafter,  and  no  longar. 

Approved,  Uarcb  38,  1806. 

An  Act  to  rt«nl«ta  the  Uying  oat  and  makiat  1  rai 

from  Gumberiand,  in  the  State  of  HaryUa^  u  <kt 

Stale  of  Ohio. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  (he 
United  States  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  aathorinita 
appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  eoDseniaf 
the  Senate,  three  diacieet  and  disinteieued  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Slates,  to  lay  oat  a  road  fraia 
Cumberland,  or  a  point  on  the  nortben  baai  id 
the  river  Potomac,  id  the  State  of  Maqlud,  be- 
tween Com  berland  and  the  place  when  demun  | 
road  leading  from  Qwinn's  to  Wiaehesier,  in  Tii- 
giaia,  crosses  the  river,  to  the  Siaie  of  Obio; 
whose  duty  it  shall  be,  aa  aooa  as  may  be.tha 
tbeir  appomtment,  to  repair  to  Camberlulafue- 
laid,  ana  view  the  ground,  from  ibe  poiati  oa 
the  river  Tolomac,  hereinbefore  dedgnaud,  U  the 
river  Ohio;  and  to  lay  out  in  anch  direction  as 
they  shall  judge,  nnder  all  eireansttnces,  ibe 
most  proper,  a  rrad  from  thence  to  the  n'rer 
Ohio,  to  strike  the  same  at  the  most  eonresient 
place,  between  a  point  on  its  eastern  bant  oppo* 
site  to  the  nortbem  boundary  of  8tenb»TUle, 
in  said  State  of  Ohio,  and  the  month  of  Oravt 
creek,  which  empties  into  the  Mid  river  a  hide 
below  Wheetiog,  in  Tirginia. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fmiher  enadet  Thtt  the 
aforesaid  road  shall  be  laid  oat  four  reds  >■  width, 
and  desirnaled  on  each  side  bvaalaiaaaddittia- 
gnlsbable  mark  on  a  tree,  or  by  me  eredsM  of  a 
stake  or  monument,  sufflcieauy  ceaa^cwma,ia 
every  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  distance,  ai  Im^ 
where  the  road  pursues  a  straight  coarae  so  &r  or 
farther,  and  on  each  side,  at  every  point  wtetaa 
angle  occurs  io  Its  coarse. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaOed,  Thai  ik 
commissioners  shall,  as  soon  aa  nay  be,  afis 
they  had  laid  out  said  road,  as  aforesaid,  pieMnt 
to  the  President  an  accurate  ^laa  (^  ihc  same, 
with  its  several  courses  and  distances,  accoeita- 
nied  by  a  written  report  of  their  proceedinfv  de- 
scribing the  marks  and  monaments  by  which  the 
road  is  de&ienated,  and  the  face  of  the  cooocr) 
over  which  it  passes,  and  poialiagoat  the  pariicO- 
lar  parts,  which  they  shall  judge  reqoire  theamsl 
and  immediate  nitention  and  amelioration ;  and 
the  probable  eipeniie  of  making  the  lamr  pas- 
able  in  the  most  difficult  parts,  and  throngh  the 
whole  distance:  designating  the  State  or  States 
through  which  said  road  has  been  laid  oat,  and 
the  length  of  the  several  parts  which  are  laid  ont 
on  neWETOund,  as  well  as  the  length  of  those 
parts  laidooi  on  the  road  now  travelled.  Which 
report  the  President  is  hereby  authorized  lo  ac- 
cept or  reject,  in  the  whole,  or  in  part.  11  hear- 
cept3,be  u  hereby  further  authorized  and  xtqaet- 
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ed  10  pursne  toeh  mtiram,  at  in  fau  opiiiioii 
shall  be  proper,  M>  obttio  epnaeiil  for  Dnkiog  the 
road  of  the  State  or  Sutes,  ihraiigh  which  the 
same  baa  been  laid  oot.  Which  consent  berHy 
obtainfd,  he  ii  farther  anthorized  to  Uke  promM 
and  efFeeloal  roeatnres  locatweaaid  road  to  6* 
made  throu^  the  whole  distance,  or  io  any  part 
or  pans  of  the  same  a*  he  stiall  ;adg«  moat  c»ik- 
dacive  to  the  public  rood,  baring  referenca  to 
the  sum  approprittod  lor  the  purpose. 

Sec.  4.  Af>d  be  ii  finHur  mac/ed,  That  all 
parts  of  the  road  which  the  President  shall  direct 
to  be  made,  ia  case  the  trees  are  uanding,  shall 
be  cleared  the  whole  vidth  of  four  rods;  soa  the 
road  shall  be  raised  in  the  middle  of  the  carriage- 
way with  stone,  earth,  or  grarel  and  sand,  or  a 
combiaation  of  some  or  all  of  them,  leaving  or 
making,  as  the  case  may  be,  a  ditch  or  water  coufm 
on  each  side,  and  contignons  to  said  caniage-way; 
and  in  no  instance  shall  there  be  an  elevation  in 
said  road,  when  finished,  greater  than  an  angle  of 
fire  deKreees  with  the  horizon.  But  the  manner 
of  making  said  road,  in  every  other  partiealar,  is 
left  to  the  direction  of  the  President 

Sec.  5.  And  be  U  Jvrther  enacUd,  That  (aid 
commissioners  shall  each  receive  fonr  dollars  per 
day,  wfaile  emi^oyed  as  aforesaid,  in  fait  for  their 
compensation,  inelndiug  all  eipeBse».  And  they 
are  hereby  aothorized  to  employ  one  surreyor, 
two  chaineaen,  and  one  marker,  tor  whose  faith- 
folness  and  aeenracy  they,  the  said  commisaion- 
ers,  shall  be  responsible,  to  attend  them  in  laying 
out  said  road,  who  shall  receive  in  fiill  satis&e- 
tion  for  their  wages,  inclndiag  all  expenses,  the 
suiveyor  three  dollan  per  day,  and  each  ehain- 
man  and  the  marker,  one  dollar  per  day,  while 
they  shall  be  employed  in  said  business ;  of  which 
fact,  a  certificate  signed  by  said  commissionen 
sbaU  be  deemed  so&ient  evidence. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enaded,  That  the 
sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  defray  the  expense  of 
laying  oni  and  making  said  road.  And  the  Presi- 
dent IS  herebv  anthonzed  to  draw,  from  time  to 
time,  on  the  ^reasary,  for  such  parts,  or  at  any 
one  time,  for  the  whole  of  sach  sum,  as  he  shall 
judge  the  service  requires.  Which  sum  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars  shall  be  paid  first,  oat  of  the  fnnd 
of  two  per  cent,  reserved  for  laying  ont  and  mak- 
ing roads  to  the-  State  of  Ohio,  by  virtue  of  the 
seventh  section  of  an  act  passed  on  tbe  thirteenth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
two,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the 
eastern  division  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the 
liver  Ohio  to  form  a  consiitntion  and  State  gov- 
ern meat,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  8iBt«iato 
the  Union,  on  an  eqnal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  and  for  other  purposes."  Three  per  cent, 
of  the  appropriatioQ  contained  in  said  seventh 
section,  being  directed  by  a  rabsequeni  taw,  to  the 
laying  oat,  opening,  and  making  roads  within  the 
said  Stnte  of  Ohio.  And  secondly,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, charreable  upon,  and  (eirnhnrsable  at,  the 
Treasury  hy  said  fond  of  two  per  |ent.,  as  the 


ume  shall  aecttie. 


ENo.  t.  Andbtit  fitrOM-  enacted,  That  Iha 
President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  looaoaa 
to  be  laid  before  Congress,  as  soon  ascoBveoieoM' 
will  permit,  after  the  coDBmencemeat  of  each  se»- 
sion,  a  statement  of  the  proceedings  nnder  Ihia 
act,-  that  Congrass  nay  be  enabled  to  adopt  soch 
further  meaaurea  aa  may,  from  time  to  lime,  ba 


An  Act  tor  eatabUdunr  nilea  lad  aitklea  fcr  the  gov 
enroent  of  Ihs  Annies  of  tba  United  State*. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc..  That,  from  and  after  ikc 
passing  this  act,  the  followiag  shall  be  the  rules 
and  articles  by  which  the  armies  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  governed: 

ArticUl.  Every  officer  now  in  the  army  of  the- 
United  States  shall,  in  six  months  from  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  and  every  officer  who  shall  nere- 
atler  be  appointed,  shall,  before  he  enters  on  the 
duties  of  his  office,  subscribe  these  rules  and  r^ 
Qlattons. 

Art.  2.  It  Is  earnestly  recommended  to  all  offi- 
cers and  soldiers,  diligently  to  attend  divine  sei- 
*ice  ;  and  all  officers  who  shall  behave  indecently 
or  irreverently  at  any  place  of  divine  wotihip, 
shall,  if  commissioned  officers,  be  brouebt  before 
a  general  court  martial,  there  to  be  puolicly  and 
severely  reprimanded  by  tbe  president ;  if  non- 
commissioned officers  or  sotdten,  erety  person  so 
offending  shall,  for  his  first  offence,  forfeit  one> 
sixth  of  a  dollar,  to  be  deducted  out  of  his  next 
pay ;  for  the  second  oficnee,  he  shall  not  only  for- 
feit a  like  sum,  but  be  confined  twenty-fonr  hoars ; 


applied  by  the  csptain  or  senior  officer  of  the  troop 
or  company,  to  the  nse  of  the  sick  soldiers  of  the' 
company  or  troop  to  which  the  offender  belongs. 

Art.  3.  Any  non-commissioned  officer  or  soU' 
dier  who  shall  use  any  profane  oath  or  execration, 
shall  incur  the  penalties  expressed  in  the  forego- 
ing article;  ana  a  commissioned  officer  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  for  each  and  every  snch  offence  one 
dollar,  to  be  applied  as  in  the  preceding  article. 

Art.  4.  Every  chaplain,  commissioaed  in  the 
army  or  armies  of  the  United  States,  who  shall 
absent  himself  from  the  duties  assigned  him,  (ex- 
cepting in  cases  of  sickness  or  leave  of  abseaee,p 
shall,  on  conviction  thereof  before  a  coarl  martial, 
be  fined  not  exceeding  one  month's  pay,  besides 
the  loss  of  his  pay  during  his  absence ;  or  be  dis- 
charged, as  the  said  CO  art  martial  sb^ll  judge 

Art.  S.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  use 
contemptuous  or  disrespectful  words  against  the 
President  of  tbe  United  States,  against  tbe  Vtcc 
President  thereof,  against  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  or  again.n  the  Chief  Ma'gisirate  or 
Legislatureof  anyof  tbe  United  States,  in  which 
he  may  be  qnnrtercd,  if  a  commiiisioned  officer, 
shall  be  cashiered,  or  otherwise  piinished,  as  s 
cotirt  martial  shall  direct;  if  a  non-commissioned 
officer  or  soldier,  he  shall  suffer  such  punishment 
as  shall  be  inflicted  on  him  by  the  sentence  of  tt 
court  martial. 
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irL  e.  Any  attew  M  MUkr  nho  Aa\l  tmktae 
hiouMlf  with  ceotempt  or  disiaipeet  towuds  fata 
iMiiiaaBduif  officer,  ahaU  be  piuudMtl  aeoonling 
t»  tkc  BMOK  of  hia  ofleiwa,  by  the  jndgimt  ctf  a 
eourt  martial. 

ilf<.  7.  Any  officer  ot  soldier  who  ahaU  begin, 
BBcite,  eanae,  or  joiti  io  aa*  mvUB;  or  tedition  i* 
any  troop  oi  eompMt)'  is  tii«  aetTice  of  tk«  Uni- 
ted BtaiGE,  or  in  any  party,  post,  deieebmeM,  or 
g^aid,  ihalleuffei  draW)  or  inch  other  pnnushineQt 
at.by  »  co«rt  aOMtM  aWl  he  istflicted. 

ArL  S.  Afty  t^ar,  iwm-TwwwwMnBtid  ofiwar  or 
toMier,  wIm,  beioK  present  at  anyiaatiBy  or  tedi- 
tion, (loe»  not  uieliu  uimost  eodeavar  to  tuppreu 
tbe  same,  or^  eomiog  to  the  knowledge  of  «ny 
intended  ntaiiny,  does  not,  wiiboat  delay,  aive 
.  isJonaatiau  iheieof  to  bis  commafdiDg  offiaer, 
liball  be  published  by  the  aenteoce  of  a  court  nutr- 
tial  with  death,  or  oLfaierwiaa,  according  to  Lhana- 
Uire  of  hi*  offence. 

Art.  9.  Aar  officer  or  soldier  who  shaU  atrfte 
hi*  superiar  officer,  or  draw  or  lift  up  any  weapcn 
or  oner  any  riolence  against  him,  bwg  ia  the 
execution  of  bis  office,  on  aay  pretence  wbatse- 
ei^er,  or  shill  disofaev  any  lawful  command  of  bis 
superior  officer,  shalL  suSer  death,  or  such  other 

EiiDisbiaent  as  shall,  according;  to  the  Asture  of 
is  offence,  be  iaSicted  upon  him  hy  the  aenteuce 
of  a  coari  martiaL 

Art.  10.  Erery  Don-conmiuioned  officer  or  sol- 
dier who  shall  enlist  hiouelf  in  the  service  of  tbe 
United  Staua,  sbail,  at  the  time  of  lusso  anlisiiog, 
or  .within  aix  days  afterwuds,  bare  ihe  article* 
for  tbegoTernnLcnt  of  ilie  armies  of  tbe  United 
fStales,  read  to  hiia,  and  shall,  by  the  officer  who 
enlisted  bim,  or  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
txoop  or  company  into  which  he  was  eoUsted,  be 
taken  before  the  nut  justice  of  tbe  peace,  or  chief 
magistrate  of  any  city  pr  lotrn  corporate,  not  be- 
ing ap  officer  of  the  army,  or  where  lecoursa  can- 
not be  had  to  the  civil  magistrate,  before  the  judge 
advocate,  and,  in  his  preseDce,  shall  take  the  fol- 
lowing oath,  or  affirmation : 

"  I,  A.  B.,  do  soLemnly  snear,  or  affirm,  (aa  ths 
ease  may  be,)  ibat  I  wiU  bear  true  allegiance  to 
tbe  United  Slates  of  America,  ^d  that  I  will 
lerve  them  bonesdy  and  f^ithfuUy  against  all  l^eir 
enemies  or  oppoiiers  whatsoever,  and  observe  and 
tJwy  Ihe  orders  of  the  Preaideot  of  tbe  United 
States,  and  tbe  orders  of  tbe  officers  appointed 
,  over  me,  according  to  the  roles  and  article*  for 
the  government  of  (he  armies  of  the  United 
Siatei:"  Which  justice,  magistrate,  or  judge 
advocate,  is  to  give  the  officer  a  ceriiacate,  ligni- 
fyingthal  the  man  eitUtled  did  take  the  said  oath 
or  affirmation. 

Art.  U.  After  a  noa-eommiisioned  officer  or 
icldier  shall  have  been  duly  enlisted  ani  sworn, 
be  shall  not  be  dismissed  uie  *ervice  without  a 
discharge  in  writing ;  and  no  discharge  granted 
to  hiai,shaU  be  sufficient,  vbich  is  not  signed  by 
a  field  officer  of  tbe  regiment  to  which  he  balooga. 
ot  commanding  officer  woere  ao  field  officer  oi" 
the  regiment  is  present;' and  no  discharge  shaU 
be  given  to  a  o on-commissioned  officer,  or  soldier, 
before  bis  term  of  service  has  expired,  t^t  bjT  Of^V 


of  tbe  Preudeai,  ibe  Bcereiaiy  of  Vu,  ibw 
mamting  officer  of  edeparuwnt,  onliENnt 
of  a  general  court  marUals  nai  «b*ll>ti«» 
sioned  officer  be  diaeliafged  ikcwitt,k.. 
order  of  the  Preaidntef  tbeUiiUdauiaxt 
sesMioe  of  a  geooal  ceart  awniiL 

Art.  12,  Every  eoleael,  or  oths  tfntta 
mandiag  a  regineot,  troop,  or  eoqiur:U'i^ 
uiaUy  quartered  «tb  ii,  iMygiie  diit^: 
Qoa-commissioniBd  officen  w  uUin,  it  at 
niunbei^  and  for  ao  laag  a  tiaeulwiy  j» 
le  be  meat  cmisiatent  vi>h  tbe  good  ofrniF 
liee ;  and  a  oyttaia,  or  other  iaferioi  uIk* 
manding  a  troop  or  e«mpatkr,  ci  isufaa 
fort,  t»  batradL  ttT  the  UniUd  Biita,  [ii^ 
officerbciBg  a^Bt,)ma)rgir«  lulnikitH' 
oomiaisNoned  officers  or  >oldi«n,lwiiiifi: 
exeeetUag  twentydaysis  aii  mtwUtitauit 
more  than  two  pcrwDs  to  be  tbuitiliv 
time,  except  sod*  extraoidiur)  Mcmiu^ 
require  it. 

AH.  13.  At  every  muster,  tbe  mmuA^* 
cor  of  each  regimeof,  troop,  oroui/io 
present,  shall  give  to  ibe  ooramiMiji'Na^ 
or  other  officer  wbo  nasten  ihtaiii^M^ 
troop,  OK  oompany,  certificate*  slftid  triaB, 
signifying  bow  long  such  offico^mlil^"? 
pear  at  the  said  master,  have  beattaiiW'' 
rewoa  of  ibeii abeenae.  loUktuW^^ 
Dtaading  officer  of  eyer^  tro^  """'J'lj. 
give  eertiScates,  stgnifyuif  tbcRMa**"*' 
senc*  of  the  noifcoauiusMMel  ^■■■*'^ 
vau  soldioft,  vbieb  reasoiu,  ni  UKii"^ 
shall  be  ioaerted  ia  tbe  mosMr  Idl^t||V•' 
name  of  the  renpeciiveahseBtflSwita*"" 
Tbe  certificates  shall,  tcgedin  will »  *^ 
rells,  be  remitted  by  the  eoaauMiTn^ 
or  Ubei  officer  muateriag,  to  th*  ^''t'^J 
War;  as  speedily  a*  the  dwtawtc'  i*F" 
admit.  _j 

Art.  14.  Bvery  oi^em  wbe  •W  Ii?  '^ 
before  a  ^cral  ooarl  wrtial,  af  ^'^j^ 
false  eertificale,  relaliiy  to  (be  ti»at* 
offiaea  or  privaie  Bgldier,orieltii»i'^' 
pay,  shall  be  oashiered.  „  ^_j, 

Art.  15.  Every  officer  wtw  »'»''  *S 
make  a  false  muaWr  of  naa  u  '>"*'''^,^ 
officer  or  eommisfary  of  nartti^  '■"j'^ 
lipriy  Bii^,  dirwM,  w  allMv  lbs  »«»^  i^ 
Mb,  wberein  soeli  fake  pouer  i>  wws»i<^ 
upon  proof  made  theretri^by  twD«iu»*^ 
a  ganeial  eourt  martial,  be  csthitWi  w  ■ 
Iherebv  Wlerly  disahM  to  b»w  «  ^'^'^ 
or  enpioymeBt  in  the  service  cfike  uu^J^ 

Art.  16.  Any.  eoQinistaiT  ot  ""•'^ ' j« 
offieer,  who  sbaU  be  ccancUiaf '••I^ 
money,  oc  other  tbiag,  by  ^^I^V*"^,' 
ipustering  aay  regtia6nL,tiooftww*PL-. 
signing  musttTro^shiOl  be  M>^^tiL 
office,  asd  sball  be  thereby  ausrlf  i^P 
have,  or  hold  any  office  or  e«plo|'ia»"'" 
Wee  oi  ibe  United  Suu*.  _,,« 

Art.  17.  Any  officn  whc  •'"ll.B""'"*; 
ter  a  neiaqn  as  a  soldiari  wk*  "  j,,x 
shall  be  deemed  guiUy  of  btriw  i^" 
muster,  and  shall  suffer  ucotdjtfl)- 
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jb4.  M.  Brny  aSoer  wbo  abill  knoVingtr 
make  s  false  return  to  ibe  Depntarmrt  of  War,  or 
to  any  of  hh  avpenor  ofieeTs,  mttihoiited  to  call 
Sar  MHih  rrtaiDS,  of  die  Male  af  tbe  Te^MMM, 
trooii,  or  aompHBf,  or  gairboD,  under  bia  ooai- 
masd ;  or  of  tbe  vnOB,  MBBaiulloB,  clotking,  «r 
Mher  nora  dieravirto  Meufia^,  (tiBll,  on  e«&ri<- 
tioB  Iheraof  t>efoie«eOarlnnriMt,beeMhtMed. 

Art.  19.  Thecomnunditigofiaerof eTCtrngi- 
meni,  troop,  ot  wAtiwDdcBt  cmn^noy.or  glrMisQii 
of  th«  lfiti(t4  SMice,  BkaJt,  in  tbe  •eginiing-'eF 
ertry  mon A,  remit,  ihtoBgin  tbe<picit)ev  cfaaBweh, 
to  lk«  DopvrtmMt  of  War,  n>  ««Mt  remmcif  (be 
regiment,  xnvp,  iaJ^nJeat  «oea)MBT,  or  garvi- 
■oa,  nodn  tria  vomiBBiid,  %p««if}ii:^  the  muei  of 
the  oaeers  tben  abaant  from  their  peats,  witJi  the 
nasODi  ft*,  nndtbe  tioM  of  tbnr  abacDoei  Ami 
any  oficer  who  ahstl  ^be  aonvioted  ef  hanng, 
tbroogti  Bcghoi  ot  deriTn,  oniiied  lenCn^  tncn 
letDTDo,  AaUiw  pnakhfld  aoMrdiag-to  tbenatine 
of  liii  evime'by  tbe  ^wdgnentof  ageDcnleoort 
mmMial.  < 

Art.  Bfk  All  offloera  and  tddiora^  <wto  )m*e 
MeetTCd  p«y,«r'liBW  been  dnW  enlrsied  In  aer- 
-riee  of  tbe  United  States,  and  sWl  be  etMTieted 
of  having  deKried  tbe  aanae,  shall  tnSir  death, 
or  aoeb  otber  pttnithimeMt  as  by  stKenoe  of  a 
cwirt  DMrtial  ahall  be  foSteted. 

Art.  SI.  itBf  BtweofnnBsioited  uffiiw  w 
soldier,  who  ihalt,  wiihoot  leare  from  hit  eoM- 
BWkiiDg  oA««r,  aboent  hiMidf  fiAm  hit  Uoop, 
vMnfanT,  or  detachment,  rfiall,  ajion  beinc  eon- 
TictH  ttiereof,  be  pnsiihed  ■ocordingio  wena- 
lore  of  liis  afiene^  at  the  diseietieD  of  a  «anrt 
Martial. 

Jlrf.  SB.  No  natb-tfomariesloaed  officer  'or  sol- 
dier aball  ealiat  >binHlf  in  any  otbar  ngiaant, 
troop,  OF  compaof.  witbonl  a  regalar  diaohaige 
from  the  regiiHatj  ^troop,  *r  ccMi^ay,  in  iffaich 
be  laet  •arTM,'on  tlrn  ^peiMty  of  being  p^ltd  o 
'detener,'Mid4ufiMbg«MonHDglf.  Aad  inone 
any  tfffieer  aball  WoiringlT  reeervo'and  entertnia 
mch  TjotHooinnti iilonnd  oOBor  or  soUier,  or  akall 
not,  al^r  bis  being  discovered  lo  be'«-dM*TtST,4m- 
iaediat*lr«oolln»him«n(l  give  notic*  tbetM  to 
the  <iatm  in  wbieb  be  Intt  eerred,  tbe  Mid  oKr 
ter  shall,  bjr  a  coartntartial,  beaMbiered. 

Art.  as.  Adt  etteer  er  taUiei  who  abnU  be 
convicted  of  bavin|g  Mtvitad  or  paranaded  my 
other  eficbr  or  eoMierM  4iee>t  the  servioe  bf  the 
tJuhed  Statea,  Btiall.  Mittr  'dtntbj  or  meb  «ther 
puitialMbent  fta  akMll  be  Idtiatad  trpon  kiM'by  the 
acDtenee  «f  s  sourt  aiartial. 

Art.  24.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  nse  «ny  ve- 
proaekfbl  or  ^rtmMog  apeacbea  or  gerinjre*  to 
anoiber,  npon  pain,  if  an  officer,  ef  being  pnt  in 
arrest;  if  a  aoldier,  oenined,  and  of  askiag  fK- 
don  of  fbc  imviy  eimded,  in  tbe  preeaace  of  -his 
comnunding  ettoer. 

Art.  96.  No  oSoer  «f  wridict  Aafl  aetid  a  ebal- 
'lenge  to  another  offieer  oresldhrr,  loigbtn-'dvel, 
or  accept «  tfbaUenge,  if  sent,  upon  pun,  if  k  nea- 
misaWed  ofloer,  o(  being  emierad;  if  a  non- 
eoimnistimitd  oSeer«r'eMdier,  of  eaiering  cor- 
poreal panisbment,  at  the  discretion  «f  a  oonrt 
Uknint 


■AH.  S6.  If  any  coBdnitKOBed  or  non-com  aw- 

ooed  offioer,  eommnnding  a  guard,  shall  know- 

igly  or  wiUiDgly  saAer  any  penon  wbatsaevtr 

to  go  forth  10  fight  a  dOel,  be  abnU  be  panisbed 

nsnobillenmri  nnd  all  secoada,  .praatoten  and 

cnrrien  nf  cnatleage^  in  order  to  ilnek,  shall  be 

deemed  pritHuanls^BtM  be  pwuetked  aeondiDglf. 

And  it  ataaU  be  the  diHy  af  evaiy  officer  oon- 

nandingAD  anny,  f^iimt,  BDBpany .  poM,  or  de- 

lachmeoi,  who  »  knowing  to  n  challenge  being 

given,  ar  koocpted,  by  wq     " 

'eianed  ofictr,  er  soldier,  u 

has  raagm  to  believe  the  same  <to  be  (t     __. 

ediatetyto.aiMet  and  bring  CO  tiiii  eMba&Ml- 

Ayt.  27.  AH  aSjctn,  Of  idh*t  eonditian  see**, 

rve  j>ewer  tapart>aaid  qneU  cU  faeerels,  itaqn, 

nari  (boMdefB,  tkovglitbe  pefaoaaooaetned  tbotud 

'belong  m  anMkcr  immeBt,  tidop,  At  compriny ; 

«itd  mlkectoorderoffieen  into  taeet,  oe  aon-ooa- 


nntil  thdr  proper  anpciier  offieen  ah*ll  be  -n- 
^uedaled  tbeMwilbj  and  Mioeoever  eball  refiae 
- 1  obeyMKh  offices,  (tboagh  of  a*  inferior  mn^) 
r  sliaU  dnw  his  aweed  npoo  Jiina,  ^all  be  jm- 
iebcd  at  the  ditoretion  of ia  general  ooow  Mnetinl. 

Art.  38.  Any  offieer  or  eoMier  who  abnli  «p- 
braid  another  <ar  rriiwiitg  a  obnllenge,  ahnll  fajm- 
•elf  he  pnalAcd  na  a  ckdlengai,  and  aU  offieva 
wtd  Boloien  are  harebv  dtaehnrged  froni  uf'dis- 
graoe  or  Apinion  of  disadvantage,  wkach  msgkt 
inriee  fma  tteir  faarine  refased  loaecqrt  of  obal' 
lengei,  as  they  will  only  hare-acted'in  obedienne 
to  tlie  la>wB,  and  dene  tbtir  dtNT  aS'govd  svUiwt, 
who  etibgee*  ibenMMva*  lo  diaaipUne. 

Art.  B0.  BoenttlerehallbepiMniWedloeellnny 
kind  of  tiqa»(BOcnaiaals,*t  tokeep  ihmihonMs 
OT  sbopbopen  ibr  tboMiai^natut  of  soli" 
afte  lune  at  ni^ut.  or  before  the  beating  oj 
eeveHIm,  oc  npen  Btwdnjs,  dnrfng  divine  aertane 
or  aeinte,  oik  tbaperndtyof  boingdiamiBsnd  fr«m 
aU.fiitweaiittlin» 

Ai.  ao.  All  dBceta  wnnnnnnAng  in  tbe  Said, 


CwtgLbnfrnchijOr'garnsans'of  tbe  United  Btatae, 
are  hemby  re^oirfld  to  lee  Ant  the  petaone  pat- 
Mhted  to  Mtde,  -ih^  ""PplT  ^«  soldien  with 
good  nnd  wtetcsoMe  provWine)'  or  other  artieles, 


o  cAeer  oonHunndtng  in  «>y  «i  the 


gaVriaonsj  fosta.'or  bartaeksiof 
ihalU       -  ■' '---■ 


idtng  tn 
tkcUni 

.  for  boasesw  ttitUs 

let'oot  to  eMtlera,  br  connive  tit  tbe  likoeneticBt 
in-otkersf  nor  byhisown  anQkority,  nml  for  bit 
private  advantage,  lay  «By  4aty  ot  inpowtinn 
upon,  or  be  iateresled  in,  the  aale  of  aay  vtetnab, 
liquors,  or  other  necessuies  of  life,  biought  into 
the  garrison,  ibtt,  or  baeraeka,  for  the  osewf  the 
soldiers,  on  the  penalty  of  bong  dieofantged  fidm 
the  eeiviite. 

Art.  33,  BveryofficereaenaandiaginqonrHra, 
.gatriseae,  or  on  the  nnrek,  eball  keep  goad  order, 
awl,  to  the  atmoet  of  his  pewer,  rcdrees  all  abnaee 
or  dieorden,  which  may  be  eoBamilled  by  any 
offioer  «r  soMier  iindtr  hit  ocuunand ;  if  npon 
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lag.  or  orhnwita  ill  imiiDf,  toy  penoo,  of  dis- 
fNToiDir  fain  or  markati,  or  of  eommittiiig  aay 
krndi  of  riota,  lo  tbe  duqnietiDg  ctf  tb«  citiiaBa  of 
the  United  States,  hf,  tbe  Mtid  eonioukDdvr.  wbo 
ahall  nAiaa  or  omit  to  Roa  juMice  done  to  toe  of- 
fendert,  and  repantlon  mada  to  the  |«TtT  oi  pw- 
tiaa  injurad,  u  &r  u  part  of  tbe  oSbaaer'i  paf 
akmit  enable  him  or  ibem,  tfaall,  upoa  ptoof  tbere- 
ef,  be  eaakiered  or  atb«rwiaa  {Niuiaad  u  ■  genanl 
eoori  maKial  ihall  diMct. 

AH.  33.  Wbcn  aoy  eommtaaiaaed  offieer  or 
■oldier  ihall  be  aecnaed  of  a  capital  orime,  tx  of 
baTiof  B«ed  Twlese^  or  eonunittad  %nj  ofienee 

r'ntt  tbe  peraoa*  or  properif  of  any  citisan  of 
United  State*,  sneh  m  ia  paoishaUe  by  tbe 
faioWB  btra  of  ttta  land,  tbe  comnandiog  oncer, 
and  oSeen  of  every  i^inwat,  troop,  or  company, 
to  whieb  tho  panon,  or  persona,  m  aeeaaed,  ■bwl 
Mottffare  barebv  reqaired,  npos  applintioD  doJr 
■aade^  or  ia  bebalfof^the  party  or  partiei  injiUFa, 
to  aw  tbeir  nlmoat  eadeavon  to  datirer  orer  aiuh 
acosMd  peraoo,  or  peraoat,  to  tbe  civil  toagiitnie, 
ai>d  likeirite  to  be  aiding  and  aMutting  la  tke  of- 
Seen  of  jaitiee  in  apprabeadinf  and  ■eeurins  the 


him  or  tbein  to  trial.  If  any  eammanding  odBeer] 
or  oSceia,  thall  wilfnUy  Mgleet,  or  ilialT  refute, 
■pon  the  aaplicaUmi  aforcaaid,  to  dtlirer  orct 
aaeh  aeentad  peraon,  or  peraont,  to  the  eivil  mtfif 
ttatea,  or  to  be  aiding  and  aniiting  to  the  oiS- 
cara  iS  jnatice  in  apprebcodiag  aoch  peraon,  or 
MnODt,  ibe  offieer,  or  offieeri,  so  oAading,  aball 
M  caBhieiad. 

.Art.  34.  If  aar  officer  ah^  tbiak  bimaelf 
wrooced  by  hiaealon^  or  tbe  commanding  oS- 
'Oaror  tiier^tBcnt,aBd  ahalt,  apon  due  applica* 
tion  bciD|r  maia  to  bint,  ba  refaaad  redfaa*.  he  may 
aamolaiD  to  the  geaeral  eommaadiag  in  the  Suie 
•r  Territory  where  such  foment  ahall  be  station' 
•df  is  order  to  obtain  jaMtca ;  who  ia  herrity  re- 
qwrad  W  eiamine  into  the  mid  eomphint,  and 
lake  proper  mcainTes  for  redreaajng  tbe  wraag 
aomiMiaed  of;aadlraMmit  aaeoonaaposiiMe, 
tbe  Departmeat  (tf  War,  a  irtM  efaia  of  inch  tat 
pbiiat,  witb  Ike  procacdinga  had  hereon. 

Ah.  8ft.  If  any  tnTarior  offieer  or  aoldier  Ai 
thiak  biauelf  wronged  bybia  captain, 
offieer,  be  ia  to  MKD^aia  thereof  to  tbe  c 
ing  officer  of  the  r^meat,  who  la  ber^  raqnired 
to  «am«ion  a  regimeaial  court  martial,  for  tbe 
Mag  joatiee  to  tne  complaiBaBt ;  from  vhicb  ra- 
Mmeotal  coart  martial^  either  parly  may,  if  he 
ihinki  biuaelf  still  anncved,  appeal  to  a  general 
eoort  martin  Bat  if^apon  a  second  beanag,  tbe 
appeal  shall  appear  aaxatioiu  and  aroaQdleas,  the 
panou,  so  apfwaling,  aball  be  pnsiilied  at  the  di>- 
aietion  of  tbe  said  eoort  martiaL 

Ah.  86.  Any  eommiMOBed  officer,  ■tore- 
keeper,  or  comminary.  who  ahall  be  cooTtcted  at 
a  general  conrt  martial,  of  bafiog  sold,  withcwt  a 
proper  order  for  that  porposa,  embezxied,  misap- 
plied, or  wilfully,  or  thro^h  neglect,  suffered  any 
of  the  prorjaion*,  forage,  arm*,  cluniag,  anuna- 
nition,  or  other  military  stores,  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  to  be  spoiled,  or  daaa^  aball,  at 
Ui  owa  capnee^  maka  good  the  loa^  or  dwau^ 


[,  forfeit  aU  bia  psy,  mxA'm^ 


AH.  37.  Any 
■oldier  who  shall  be  eonricted,  al 
eovrt  mariial,  of  haviac  sold,  oc  deM^Mli.a 
ihroogh  negjeci,  waaiad  the  anaDoaiUM  ariit- 
ered  out  to  biai,  to  be  eiBployad  io  die  — '" 

ibe  Uoiiad  States,  aball  bo -■->-- j- 

titm  of  such  eoort 

Art.  3&  BTarr 
a^ier  who  iball  be  otmriolsd,  bcAwe  a  earn 
martial,  of  baviag  sold,  loaC,  or  apoUed,  ihasjt 
negleet,  bia  bow^anaa,  elothoa,  or  ancoatiffaB, 
shall  aadat||D  aaeh  waekly  atMpwy  a  (aoi  rwwi 
iag  tbe  has  of  hit  pay )  aa  aaafa  coast  maitial  Ad 
jadge  saffieieat,  for  repairing  the  fam  or  daaifc; 
aoa  shall  taflerooafincoMot  or  aaeh  aikr  eaiy^ 
real  pnniahmeat  aabla  etime  akall  dtsuw. 

ArL  39.  Every  officer  who  abaH  be  cMriel- 
ed,  befisra  a  court  martial,  of  baviw  embcnM,«i 
muapplicd  aav  moaay,  with  arhica  be  may  kirt 
been  entrusted  for  the  pay taent  of  the  men  aider 
his  camataad,  or  for  aalwiing  mea  otB  tht  sn^ 
vice,  or  for  other  par p ones,  if  k  eoamiwsaed  «C- 
oai,  shall  be  cashiered,  and  compelM  ta  ithad 
the  moaay;  if  a  aoa-eomnieaiaaad  i^Ker,  ilna 
be  reduced  to  the  nwka,  be  pmt  nndag  Mapfsgci 
natil  the  money  be  nuida  good,  and  aaler  mm 
corporeal  pnnisbmant  as  tneh  eoait  atartial  abiU 
direct. 

Ah.  40.  Brery  captain  of  a  troop  at  tamFa- 
ny  is  chafed  with  tbe  arvi^  ai  >wiui«m<aii,sn 
mnailipa,  cloihiag,  or  othat  warlike  suae*  b» 
loagiag  to  tbe  troop,  or  cmnpaay  aads  bis  eam- 
mand.  which  be  is  to  be  aceottntaUe  for  le  Ui 
colonel,  in  case  of  tbait  baiag  los^  qwilcd,  « 
daataged,  not  by  onaraidabla  aaeidMt^  or  •■  actoal 


i*Tt.   41.   AU  t 
soldiera,  wbo  shall  be  fonad  eae  vile  ft«a  tbe 
eamp,  wilhont  Icavfc  in  wriliag,  tmaa  thni  «o» 


lading  d 


M^hpauih. 


shall  be  inflicted  npon  thtna  by  the  aealaaee  of  a 
eoort  martial. 

AH.  43.  No  cffioet  or  soldier  abaU  faeoaitf 
bis  qaarlars,  garrison,  or  camp,  witbaai  ksra 
from  bit  anparior  officer,  opoa  peaalir  al  bmg 
poaisbad  aecordiag  to  tbe  ■antra  of  bis  ebec^ 
•y  ika  aaataace  of  a  eaort  nartiaL 

AH.  43.  Every  Boo-«oauniMkMa4  effietr  tad 
aoldiic  sbaU  retire  lo  bis  quartet*  or  teat,  at  the 
beating  of  the  ratraai ;  ia  dafault  of  wbicb  be 
shall  be  panishad  according  lo  tbe  nanme  of  Ui 
ofiboae. 

Art.  44.  No  officer,  -—-T-mni-rrinaad  d- 
cer,  or  soldier,  shall  fail  in  repairieig,  at  tbe  time 
fixed,  lo  the  plaec of  pandt^  of  azereisc^  atoAet 
rendeZTooa,  appointed  by  hs  finfnanding  iffirn. 
if  not  pievented  by  sickness,  or  some  other  evident 
necessity ;  or  aball  go  from  tbe  said  place  of  lea- 
d^Totis,withoutleave  from  hi*  rnminandin  (it 
cer,  before  he  shall  be  regnlariy  diamissed  or  re- 
lierad,  on  the  penalty  of  being  punished  weotdinr 
lo  the  nature  of  his  ofietice  by  the  smimos  sf  ■ 
court  martial. 

Art.  45.  Any  conmissioned  officer  wbedaU. 
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APPENDIX. 

Pvblie  Actfi^  Ctmgnu. 


lat 


be  foand  drunk  on  hie  gotH,  jxriy,  <»  Mbet  dntr. 
■hall  b«  CMhteiwd.  An;  B00'«0Miai*uiMMd  ott- 
cecor  loidierMofieBding,  altatl  vattn  neh  cor- 
poreal puniihiMBt  ai  abU  be  inflietad  by  the 
senWnee  of  a  eoon  onrtiaL 

jlri.  46.  Anf  HStinel  who  (ball  be  foand 
aleeping  upon  hn  pon,  or  ahall  l<a*e  it  before  he 
■b«ll  be  regululjr  retiend,  ahall  vuSk  death,  or 
each  other  panienneni  at  shall  be  inflioted  bf  the 
■entenee  of  a  emrt  mariJil. 

Art,  47.  No  aoidier  bcloogiBg  to  anf  regi- 
ment troop,  or  flompaari  (ball  faire  enoilMr  to  do 
his  daif  nt  Unit  or  at  ezcnaed  from  dnty,  bnt 

in  ease*  of  (MmeMk  diNbililf ,  or  leave  of  '  "^ 

,  (ttoh  soMier  foond ._ 
dutjr,  a(  alao  the  parlr  (o  hired 
dulf,  shall  be  paniehea  at  (be  diMxetimi  of  a  regi- 
mental  nomi  martial. 

Art.  48.  And  anrr  noB-eomraiMioned  offi- 
cer conniTWf  at  socb  hirinf  of  dntf  afbremd, 
■hall  be  redoeed ;  and  every  eommioNoaed  i^oer, 
knowing  end  aUowing  neb  ill  praetioc*  in  the 
•ervice,  aknU  b«  ptmisMd  hj  the  jm^meot  of  a 
general  court  martial. 

Art.  49.  Any  officer  betoagin^  to  the  service 
of  the  Uoitad  Slues,  who,  by  dneharging  of  fire 
arnu,  drawing  of  ewonb,  bMttDg  of  drmma,  or  by 
any  other  meuie  whatsoever,  elmU  oeeasion  Mse 
alarms  in  eamp,  gartiaoDj  or  qnriet^  ehall  sufftar 
death,  or  inch  outer  paaiaknieiit  as  ahail  be  or- 
dered by  the  stBteooe  of  a  gwtetsl  eoart  martial. 

Art.  60.  Any  offieer  or  sotdier,  Vrho  shall, 
without  urgent  necessity,  or  without  the  leave  oi 
his  sttperior  ottecr,  quit  his  guard,  platoon,  or-di- 
viaion,  shall  be  paoished  aooordiog  to  the  aatare 
of  his  offence,  by  the  eeBlaaee  of  a  eoart  soartial. 

At*.  61.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  do  vio- 
lence to  any  pHson  who  brings  provisions  or  other 
neceesatiea  to  the  eanu^  garrison,  or  quarters,  of 
the  foroes  of  the  United  Stales,  employed  in  any 
pariB  oai  of  the  said  States,  apon  pain  of  death,  or 
such  other  pmtiahnuBl  asaeoort  martial  ebalt 
direct. 

Art.  6H.  Any  offijsar  or  soldier,  who- 
misbehave  liimMlf  before  the  eaemy,  ran  away, 
or  abamefnlly  abandon  any  fort,  peat,  or  gawd, 
which  he  or  they  may  be  oemmaiMled  to  defend, 
or  sneak  woeds  inducing  others  to  do  the  like;  Oi 
shall  cast  away  his  arms  and  amrautiition,  or  who 
(hall  qnii  his  post  or  eidoon  to  |jand«  and  pil- 
lage, every  soeh  offender  being  daly  convicted 
thereof,  shall  soSer  deatb,  Of  sr  '  -' 
ment  aa  shall  be  ordered  by  the 
eral  court  maniaL 

Art.  63.  Any  pateoa  belotwing  to  the  armies 
of  the  United  States  who  shafl  teake  known  the 
wateb-word  to  aity  peraoa  iriio  is  not  entitled  to 
receive  it,  aeeording  to  the  rales  and  discipline 
of  war,  or  ahall  presume  to  give  a  parole  or  watch 
word,  difierent  from  what  1m  received,  shall  snSir 
death,  or  such  other  pnaishmcnt  aa  diatl  be  or- 
dered by  ibe  sentence  of  a  general  coutt  martial. 
Art.  64.  All  officers  and  soldiers  are  to  be- 
have themselves  orderly  in  quarters,  and  on  their 
march ;  and  wboeocver  sball  commit  any  waste 
or  ipail,  eitbet  in  walks  4>f  tnas,  parks,  wattans, 


,     -    .--,  --  „ ,  ---oieMs,  endo- 

aares  of  meadows,  oc  shall  HMlieioDsly  destroy 
any  pr<merty  whatsoever,  balongins  lo  tne  inhat^ 
itants  of  the  United  State*,  imiess  by  onler  of  the 
then  commander- ia-ebief  of  the  armies  of  the 
(aid  Btatee,  shall  (besides  sweh  penalties  as  they 
are  liable  to  by  law)  be  ponished  acoordiiw  to  the 
naiare  and  degree  of  the  offenee,  by  the  jiugnHM 
of  a  repmentat  or  goaernl  eonrt  maniaL 

A3t.o6.  Whosoever,  belongiDK  to  the  at iiiim 
of  the  United  States,  employed  in  fetaiga  parte, 
shall  fiHM  a  safe-guard,  shall  auSer  dmth. 

Art.  &&  Whoeoevei  shall  relieve  the  wton 
witb  DkMuy,  rietnala,  or  ammunitian,  or  shall 
kaowiagly  harbor  or  protect  an  enemy,  shall  snf* 
fer  death,  or  such  othn  panisbment  as  shall  ba 
ordered  by  the  sent^tea  of  a  eourt  martiaL 

AH.  67.  Whosoever  shall  be  convicted  of 
holding  conespoadeDoe  with  or  giving  intelligeoae 
to  the  enemy,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  shall 
suAtT  denth,  or  sneh  other  pvniahment  as  sball  ba 
ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  court  mmtial. 

Art.  68.  All  public  stores  taken  in  the  ewmy^ 
aamp,  towns,  forts,  or  magazines,  whether  of  at- 


Stalcs ;  for  the  neglect  of  iriiieh  the  eoa 
officer  is  to  be  anawerable. 

Art.  69.  If  any  comnwiu  ^    ^ ^ 

foiuesa,  or  poat,  ahalt  be  compelled,  by' the  oAcen 
and  soldiers  under  hie  eonunand,  to  give  op  lo  the 
aaeny,  or  to  abandon  it,  the  eosmiasioiKd  offleei^ 
BOB-oomuiasioiied  offiocis,  or  sddien,  who  shall 
be  convicted  of  having  so  o&nded,  slwU  snfier 
death,  or  saeh  other  panisbment  aa  sball  ba  in- 
flicteil  upon  them  by  iba  sentence  of  a  cotut-mai- 
lial. 

Art.  00.  AUsnlllersand  retainers  to  thecamp, 
and  all  parsons  whatsoever,  serving  with  the  ar- 
mies of  the  United  Stales  in  the  Bdi,  thoagh  not 
enlisted  soldiera,  are  to  be  subject  to  ordeis,  accord 
ii^  lo  the  ntlcs  and  diacipliae  of  war. 

An,  61,  Officers  having  bravely  or  coiomisaioaa, 
of  a  prior  date  to  those  of  the  regiment  in  whiek 
they  serve,  may.lake  placa  in  eoort^nartials  aad 
on  detachments,  when  oompeaed  of  diSerani  corps, 
according  to  the  tanks  given  them  in  their  bie- 
vels,  or  dates  of  theii  lormer  commissions  (  bat 
in  tke  regiment,  troop,  or  company,  to  which  snofa 
officers  belong,  they  shall  do  duty  and  mke  nmk, 
both  in  Gonru  martial  aitd  on  detachments,  which 
ahall  be  OMopoeed  only  of  their  own  eorpe,  ac- 
cotdiag  to  the  commissions  by  which  they  are 
mnsieaed  in  the  snid  eotps. 

Art.  63.  IfapoamareheB,gaards,oriuqaart<n, 
different  corps  of  the  nroiy  shall  happen  to  join, 
or  do  duty  togethar,  the  officer  highest  in  rank  of 
the  line  of  the  army,  marine  corps,  or  militia,  bv 
commissioa  there,  en  duty,  or  in  quartersTsnall 
catomand  the  whole,  and  giveordare  for  what  is 
needful  to  the  service,  tuless  otherwise  speedy 
directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  Siatos,  k- 
cordiog  to  the  nature  of  the  case. 

ArL  63.  The  functions  of  the  engineera  betas 
generally  confined  to  the  moat  elevaicd  branch  of 
miiiiBTy  scLeBce,  they  tie  not  to  amniae,  noi  ace 
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ther  iQti^Ml  to  be  Mdorarf  <«  Bsr  dMf  bif  ««d4ha 
line  of  thait  issMdiile  pofcaimi,  tsocpl  b;  the 
•peewlordHof  the  PrMidentoTlbe  Uwm4  Smm; 
bat  litvf  mn  in  rcoMre  erary  m*i^  of  MiyMt,  M 
which  their  rank  io  the  aivf  nuir  aMttle  tbMt, 
nwfcetirtij,  aoA  an  InUe  l»  ha  trut^emd,  u 
the  diierBiioB  or  ibe  Pvoideot,  iroia  ana  amp*  to 
•h*  oihOT,  iMMd  Maf  paid  to  noli- 

ilr<.  U.  Uwienl  eoorti  Mslial  mm  tnmnt  of 
«»T  nuaber  of  emwaiiaioiwd  ottesn,  fnoi  i»e  to 
thirtMo,  molttti  teij.  hni  ther  ifaall  dM  ««iMUt  irf* 
k«  ibaa  thirtHB,  wbme  ihM  ■•akbercwi  be ooa- 
TCiMd,  wiihoat  MiDifwt  i>umr  >*  *^  mttim. 

.Art.  66.  Aor  fMenl  oOair  comiMiidiDg  w 


iduif  a  Mpante  dentt- 
'  .1,  wnM- 


mwt,  nty  ai^oiM  graani 
orer  natgwry.  Bnt  ao  aauaMw  oi  a  «>iin  mu- 
lial  thall  be  caniad  into  cMvotioB  until  aftor  the 
whole  pioMMliB|a  ahall  have  b«M  laid  bafim  the 
offieeN  otdanag  we  mum,  or  the  offiaer  ooaunand- 
tug  the  troofN  for  the  tiine:bHag;  neilhw  ahall 
anf  acataaea  of  a  geoanl  vaun  maitial,  io  time 
of  Mace,  exModiac  to  the  loai  af  life,  or  the  dis- 
viMoa  «f  «  ooaWuaMed  officer,  or  which  ahaU 
aithe*  in  ttae  of  peao«  w  war,  ra^MCC  a  nnaral 
aCcer,  ha  carriad  iato  exeootiui,  aatil  alter  the 
whole  jpaaBaeding*  ahall  have  baen  iraaaniittcd  to 
the  Secreiarr  of  War,  to  ba  laid  faafota  the  Piaai- 
dant  of  tlw  United  Otataa,  for  biaaoUfimatMn  or 
diMpiiiaml,  and  aaieta,  in  the  eaae.  All  other 
agnteaeea  taaf  ba  ooaSnaed  and  eicaaMd  by  the 
officer  Ordenof  iba  e<«tt  lo  aaaeHble,ar  the  aom- 
'  i—ndiat  affieer,  for  the  time  briaf,  aa  the  aaae 
■aa  he. 

Art.  ed.  Erarroffieareomaaadingat^imaBt, 
Dt  aorpa,  may  appoint,  far  h«  own  Mgunent,  or 
civpa,  eonru  martial,  to  eooiist  of  three  comaaia- 
atoaed  oAcera^far  the  trial  and  (MiaiahaMiu  of  of- 
fenee*  aoi  eapHat,  aad  deaUe  apao  tfaaiFacBMaaaa. 
¥at  the  Htnia  'patpoae,  all  oSecra,  .vomiaaadiag 
■ay  ef  thegarriaoaa,  forta)bariaeka,orotherplaeei, 
where  the  tfoopc  eowait  of  WfetMit  oafpa,  May 
■aaeual,  to  Moaiat  of  ib*aa«om' 
a,aadditidaapi 


An  87.  No  ganiBoa  «v  KgteeaMleoBtl-aimial 
«haU  hare  the 'powaft»tr)''e«fital«aaa^<arieoB)- 
nriwioaadaffiatM;  wthefahalliheriMiataAae 
aioecdiar  aaa-ntoadA  pa^  nor  inprlaoo,>Bor  pat 
<ohardlabor,^yi»m  eamiaiarinaad offieaiarial- 
iim,  for  a-loajHTtine  Aaa  opa  naath. 

Jwt.  68.  WMaavarltiaajr  befouad  «OD«e*ieat 
and  maaiiiyto  the  poblic  aeraiaai  tha  eAeen  of 
the  laariaaa  ahall  beaiiutMladwiththaci^twaer 
the  land  forces,  for  the  ipmpoia  of  haMiag  eoaMi 
aaiti^aad  nyiag  rfhndaw  hatgnghigto-ailher: 
««d  ta  aMob  oaaaa  thaordeia  af  the  anior  officai 
•f  aitfaar  eom,  who  maj  be  paaiaat  and  duly  a«- 
thomed, aiuilbe  teeatradaadobepad. 

Alt.  60.  The  jadgc  advooatt^  or  aaaaa  panon 
depwed  by  hiao,  or  by  the  gaonal  or  offioer  eom- 
maadiBr  tb<«rmr,  detaehveat,  or  gamisoD,  shall 
'proaeoate  ia  the  oanM  of  ifae  OtHted  Slattu,  hut 
■hall  BO  far  coaatder  himaalf  aa  eoaiwd  for  the 
priaoaer,  after  the  nid-  priaoner  ibBU  have  made 
hi*  plea,  ai  to  object  to  any  teadiBg  (|acatira  to 
aBT«f  the  witncHa^  or  aivviaatioa  to  ^  poia- 


ooart,  bafoN  they  pfoeaed  wfom  mmf  uM,  i^U- 
lowioa  4alh,  which  bhall  abo  be  Uik«M  by  all  Ma- 
ben  at  the  rwimeiual  aad  garriMiB  eoavta  manA: 

"  Yoa,  A.  B,  doawear  that  yoa 
frilly  try  aad  deiaraiae,  ai 
BBtler  BOW  before  yoi^hi 
«f  Aai«rtaa*ad  ifae  prtaaoer  to  be  triod ; 
you  will  duly  adminiater  jaaliM^  Aeaovdia 
aratiaiaaa  of^' An  aoi  ratabliabiiia  ralaa  and 
Jbrlbe««mara«ei««f  thearnaeaof  the 
flaiea,'  withoataaadality,  faTM,«r  affiMiwa;  t 
if  any  doabt  •hall  ari»e,^»t«»pMi—dhyMid; 
IHw  to  yat 
madiBf,aiM 


four  aadentaaSiagiaad  theMuumitf  wariaUkc 
eaaaai  Mtd  poo  do  tethw  awsMr,  that  yea  mfl 
not  diru^  the  aeBtence  ottk*  ^omrt-wtut  k  ahall 
bapabliehedhyihapaaiMraatfaotifey:  BHthervill 
yon  dianloM  er  diacoret  the  voiear  aptateaof  lay 
paitiotflar  wiaabw  af  the  ootira  aaart«^  aaleai  re- 
quired logiTo  avidaime  thatBof  aa  a  wiraeai^  by  a 
eoart.of  juabce,  io  a  ilan  rmjaaii  of-law.  So  help 
you  God." 

Aad  aa  aaon  aa  the  nid  ^rth  ahall  haTc  bmi 
adauoiatefcA  i«  the  TMMWire  iBHihara,  the  Pnai- 
deac  of  the  ooqrt  ahall  admHuater  la  the  jal^ 
aiweate,  at  paraaa  nffiniaiiim  aa  TT~h.  aa  oath  ia 
-the  ibUawiag  waada: 

'-Yon,  A.  &,  do  MrcaijthM  fiM  will  not  dii- 
oloaa  «r  idiBavrer  the  vote  or  t>ptma»  of  aay  par- 
liaalar  ■wmbtr  of  the  oouil  raatlial,  naUB  le- 


MBflt  of  jainice  in  due-eoune  of  law;  nor  dirmge 
the  aeaMaaa  of  the  oouct,  to  a«y  hoi  -paoper  ao- 
thariia,  natilr  i  I  (haU  badaly  diMOoaed  hr  the  aaoK. 
ao  bdp  yoa  Ood." 

Art.  70.  Whaa  «  ariaaaar  — ajga iri  habiea 
gBaaaal  «^art  ■artial  shall,  froH  idnrtiaair;  Hid 
jatthMMtdcBiyi, atand  vuta or aaawa fara^to 
(ha  pwpaia,  the  oauM  laa^'peaeacd  lo  ttsal  aad 
iadgmaat  aa  if  the  ptiaoiMr  itd  aagwIaAy  pUad- 
ad  not  guUiy. 

Art.K  WhMa  ■eiaber  ahaU  fa  cUlaased 
>iweaer,'he  imaK  MrieiiacMHeof  challet|f. 


Iwa  PI „ ^^ 

of  wfateh  the  cooit  ahall,  after  diw  daUhorauaa, 
idelenniiie  the  Mlaaanoy'  or  wiidaty,  mi  itede 
aeoordiaglyi  and  no  ehalleaffa  la  —re  itaaaae 
menahi?r  ata  tiuM  ahall  be  eeaeiaed  hr  thaaoan. 

Jjd.  7a.  All  the  wabara  of  the  cMrt  wmm- 
tial  are  to  bahare  with  daaaoep  aad  wlmara: 
and  ia  gi*iac  ihaiiaatM^  aia  ta  be^ta  with  the 

Ari.  73.  All  peraona  who  give  iTJdoatr  te- 
AraaaaUrianartiali'aaeaaha  aaanained  iMottk 
or  afirmatinn,  jn  ttefolUnwiM  fam: 

"Youawearot  affirM,aat£B.eaae  iB«ybe,lhe 
•nidenbe  voa  ahall  give  ia  the  eaoce  now  ia  hear- 
ing, shall  be  the  trwh,  the  whote  truthr  a»d  aolh- 
iag  but  (he  truth.    So  hatp  yen  Qod." 

4rt.  74.  On  the  tiaak  <■  caaea  not  capita 
the  d^KMitioB  of  witneMc*  not  ia  the  lisa  or  uJ 
of  the  armri  may  be  taken  before  aome  joaiice  a 
the  peace,  aad  read  in  erideace:  PmndtH,  de 
ptoaeautor  aad  the  peraoa  acouaed 
tha  taking  ih«  aaae, «  aM  4nlf  m 
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Art.  75.  No  officw  ihmll  be  tried  bat  b^  * 
geaara)  coDrtoiBrtiiU,  norbfofficOTK^ui  iDhrioi 
niDk,  irit  ciD  be  avoided:  nor  aliall  any  proceed- 
ings  or  trial*  be  carried  on  exeeptioff  between  tbe 
hoars  of  eight  in  the  morning,  aod  tbrae  in  the 
aftemocHi,  excepting  in  eieee,  whiah,  in  the  opio- 
ioa  of  the  ofl&oei  appointiDg  the  eonrt  martial, 
Tcqaire  immediate  example. 

ArL  76.  No  pcreon  whatevei  i 
menacing  words,  aign^  or  g<eetDne, 
a  ooart  martiel,  or  aWi  eMue  ai  . 
riot,  or  disturb  theii  proceeding!,  on  the  nenalir 
of  bdDg  paniihad,  at  the  dineretion  of  the  aaid 
eourt  martial. 

Art.  77.  Whenever  any  ofitoet  •ball  be  ehaig- 
cd  with  a  erime,  he  iluUI  be  amiMdand  confined 
in  hia  barracki^  qiMrten  orient,  and  deprived  of  his 
•word,  br  the  eommnnding  omter.  And  tnf  offi- 
cer wno  ahaU  lasTC  hia    "" ...■-- 


r  bf  a  snpecin  offiea, 
jlri.  78.  NoB-eommifluODed  officer)  and  ul- 
diers,  charged  with  erimea,  eball  be  confined,  aatil 
tried  bj  a  conn  martial,  or  reieaaed  hf  proper 
auihonttr. 
ArU  78.  No  officer  or  aaldi«:,  who  ahaU   be 


than  eight  day^  or  wHit 

marliol  enn  be  aaaembted. 

Art.  SO.  No  offieer  eommeadiag  ft  goard,  or 
ptoTosi  marshal,  ahall  rafnae  lo  reeeire  or  keep 
any  priaoner  eomraiUedto  his  ehene,  bv  an  offi- 
cer belonoing  to  the  force*  of  the  UniteA  States; 
Promded,  tba  officer  committing,  ehall,  at  the 
■ante  time,  deliver  an  aceoont  in  wnting,  signed 
by  himself,  of  the  erkne  with  which  the  said 
prisonei  is  charged. 

Art.  81.  No  officer  commAnding  »  guard,  or 
proroet  marabal,  shall  preenma  4o  telwa  may 
person  committed  to  his  oharse.  wilhoot  proper 
aathority  for  so  doing,  nor  nail  he  scBei  anr 
perma  to  eaeape,  on  the  penalir  of  being  pwaisbed 
for  it  bjr  the  aenienee  oft  eoort  mnitiaL 

Art.  83.  Every  officer  or  pMTDet  marshnl,  to 
whose  ohnrge  pnsooen  ahall  be  oonHnitMl,  abaU, 
within  twenty>loat  ho^rs  after  anch  eemmilmeU, 
or  aa  aooa  ai  be  ahall  be  idiaved  from  bia  gMid, 
make  report  in  writing,  totbe  commnnding  officer, 
of  their  nmneis  their  eiime^  and  the  onmea  of  the 
officera  who  commilied  them,  on  the  penaby  ot 
being  punished  for  disobedience  er  neglect,  nt  the 
discretion  of  a  court  martial. 

Art.  83.  Any  commiasiwed  offlcOT  ccmvioled 
before  a  general  court  martial  of  conduct  unbc 
coming  an  officer  ^1  a  gentlenun,  ibaSi  be  di»- 
miseed  the  service^ 

Art.  Si.  In  ease*  where  a  court  martial  may 
think  it  proper  to  sentence  a  commisaumed  offiaa 
to  be  anipended  from  eommand.  they  ehail  have 
power  also  to  luspeod  his  pay  and  emolamenta 
for  the  same  tirae^  according  to  the  nniure  and 
heinouanesa  of  the  offianoe. 

Art.  S3.  In  all  cases  whne  a  oommiasioned 

officer  is  cashiered  for  cowardice  oi  fraud,  it  Bhall 

be  added  in  the  sentence,  that  the  crime,  name, 

and  place  of  abode  and  puaiahnent  of  the  dalib- 

SthCoit.— 40 


qnenC,  be  pnblished  in  the  newapapera  in  and 
about  the  camp,  and  of  [he  particnut  State  from 
which  the  oSbiaiei  came,  or  where  he  naually 
leiidei,  after  which,  it  shall  be  de«ned  scand^ 
lous  for  an  officer  to  assoeiale  with  him. 

Art.  86.  The  commanding  offieer  of  any  post 
or  detacbmentiia  which  there  shall  not  be  a  nouH 
ber  of  officera  adequate  to  form  a  g^ral  conrt 
martial,  shall,  in  cases  which  reqaire  the  coKiti- 
zance  of  soah  &  court,  report  to  the  oommandiag 
officer  of  the  department,  who  shall  order  a  court 
to  be  assembled  at  the  nearest  poet  ot  detachment, 
and  the  party  aecnsed,  with  necessary  witneasea,  to 
be  tnnaported  to  the  plaee  where  the  said  ocurt 
■hall  be  aisembled. 

Art.  S7.  No  person  shall  be  sentence  to  snfiar 
death,  but  by  the  oonsarreace  of  two  thirds  of 
the  members  of  a  general  conrt  martial,  nor  e» 
cept  in  the  oases  herein  eipresaly  mentitmedi 
nor  shall  more  than  fifty  lashee  be  inflioied  on 
any  oSender,  at  the  disciclioD  of  a  court  martial; 
and  no  officer,  ooa-comminioned  offieer,  soldi*^ 
or  follower  of  the  army,  shall  be  tried  a  seooiM 
time  for  the  same  oflence. 

Art.  SS.  No  person  shall  be  liable  to  be  tried 
and  punished  bv  a  gtfneral  coarl  martial  for  may 
ofieoce  which  shall  Bm>enr  to  have  been  commit- 
ted more  than  two  yeers  before  the  issuing  trf  the 
order,  for  such  trial,  unless  the  person,  by  reason 
of  having  absented  nimsclf  or  some  other  maaifesl 
impediment,  shall  not  have  been  aoiHiablc  to  jns* 
tice  within  that  period. 

Art.  89.  Every  officer  authorized  to  order  a  gen> 
eral  ooort  martial,  shall  have  power  to  pardon  or 
mitigam  any  pnnuhment  ordered  by  such  ccnr^ 
except  the  sentrace  of  death,  or  of  caahiaring  an 
(^oec;  which,  in  the  cases  where  he  has  anthor* 
iiy  (by  article  65)  to  cany  them  into  execniicB) 
he  may  suspend,  aoUl  the  pleasure  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  can  be  known ;  which 
suspension,  together  with  copi«  of  the  proeeed> 
iitgs  of  lk«  court  martial,  the  said  officer  shall  im- 
mediately transmit  to  the  President,  for  Us  d*> 
termination.  And  the  colcmel  or  eommwidiag 
officer  of  the  ngimeot  or  garrison,  where  uiv  r^ 
gimental  or  garrison  court  martial  shall  be  held, 
may  pardon  or  mitigate  anv  punishment  ordered 
by  such  court  to  be  inflicted. 

.lrt.90.Bveryjadgeadvocale,orpcnoaofficia^  . 
iny  assDch.Btany  Mnetal  court  martial,  shall  tran^ 
mitj  with  as  much  ekpeditioD  as  the  ofqiortnaitT 
of  time  and  distance  of  place  can  adiai^  the  origin 

'  proceedings  andaonteoeeof  such  court  mar> 


tial,  to  (he  Secretary  of  War,  which  said 
proceediags  and  sentence  siiall  be  oarefolly 


original 
illy^ept 


tlte  end  that  the  penoni  entitled  thereto  may  bo 
enabled,  upon  apj^ation  to  the  said  office,  to  ob- 
tain copies  thereot. 

The  part?  tried  br  any  general  conrt  martial, 
-hall,  upon  oemand  taereotmade  by  himaelf  or  by 
any  person  or  persons  in  his  behalf,  be  eniilM  m 
a  copy  of  the  smtence  and  proea«iinga  of  such 
eourt  martial.  • 

Art,  91.  In  cases  where  the  general  ct  ot^ 
mendiii^  offieer  may  order  a  court  of  inquiry  M 
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examiae  into  the  natflre  of  ■nj  tiBttMOtion,  u- 
•QMiiOB,  or  immiUtioB  ■fUBct  Bay  cAeer  or 
■oldier,  the  md  eoart  ahilt  eoniht  of  one  or 
BOit  <^eert,  Dot  axeecdfoj  three,  and  %  jtidye 
adTocmie,  or  other  suitable  perns  as  ■  reeordM, 
to  tedoee  the  proeeediitg*  aad  evjdeaee  to  wriliDg, 
■U  of  whom  •hall  be  sworn  to  thefailbfiil  perforn- 
mnoe  of  their  doff.  Tbi*  eotirt  aball  hare  the 
B^e  power  to  iiiDimDn  witneuei  mt»  conrt  mar- 
tial, aad  Is  examine  them  on  oath.  But  they  ahaU 
not  fire  Aeir  MtiaKW  ob  the  merit*  of  the  oaae, 
exeepeing  they  rtMll  be  thereto  apeeklly  required. 
The  pniiee  aecned  ebdl  alao  be  pwnitied  to 
ncoM  exuniae  and  interrogate  the  witneiMe,  eo  te 
to  iaTCBtigate  futljr  the  eireonutaBcea  in  oneetion. 

Ah.  93.  The  proecedings  of  a  coon  er  inqnirr 
■Oft  be  uMhenaeaaed  bf  the  rignatara  of  lae  re- 
«order  a«d  tin  jMmiduit,  and  dellrered  t«  (he 
oomunding;  oncer  j  and  the  taid  proeeedipga 
•lar  be  admitted  «■  evidence  by  a  eonrt  martifl, 
in  eaaea  not  eapilal,  or  extandiDg  )o  the  diemiNioa 
af  an  officer,  pTOvided  that  the  eirenmatanMa  are 
aaah  that  oral  teatimmir  esnnot  be  obtained.  Bat 
ai  conrla  of  inqoirjr  majr  be  perrened  to  didtonor- 
able  porposee,  and  may  be  eonaidered  at  enftireB 
of  deatnjction  to  military  merit,  in  the  handa  oT 
weak  and  eDTitfu  commandaDta,  they  a're  hereby 
prohibiiod,  oalaw  directed  by  the  Pretideat  of  the 
United  Blatea,  or  demasded  by  the  aceaaed. 

Art.  93.  The  judge  adrocate,  or  recorder  abal) 
admioiater  lo  ifae  merobna  the  following  oath: 

"Toaahall  well  aad  truly  examine  and  iaqoire, 
aoeDrding  to  ^eur  avidenee,  into  the  matter  now 
before  yoa  withom  partiality,  faror,  aftetton,  we- 
Jadwe,  or  hope  of  reward;  So  help  yon  Ood.** 

After  wltioh  the  praiideot  ahall  administer  to 
the  jitdge  adroaate^  or  reeorder,  the  following 
iNUh: 

"Too,  A.  R.  do  ewear  that  yoa  will,  aceerding 
tojiMt  beat  aoililiea,  a  ee  (irately  and  impartially 
iMMd  the  proeacdiajn  of  the  court,  aad  the  en- 
deaee  to  be  giteu  in  the  caae  in  hearing :  So  help 
TBMOod." 

The  wttnesiea  riwil  Uka  the  same  oath  ae  wit- 
Meaea  swam  baflwe  a  eonri  Martial. 

Art,  94U  When  ny  aommiastoned  officer  ahall 

die  or  be  triUed  in  the  eerriee  of  the  United  8t«tea, 

the  major  of  iIm  resineni,  or  the  oSeer  doing  die 

.    ■ajev^  doty  in  hw  abaeam  or  in  any  post  or 

gariieoa,  iba  aeeond  offieer  in  eommand,  or  the 


r  eqeipage,  then  in  eanp  orqvar> 
teti^  and  ahall  main  an  inveDtory  thereof,  and 
loctbwith  iraBamii  the  amie  to  the  oOtee  of  the 
Department  of  War,  to  the  end  that  hit  eieentora 
•r  admiaiBtraton  may  receive  the  same. 

Art.  9ft.  When  any  noo-commiaaioned  officer, 
at  soldier,  ahall  die,  or  be  killed,  in  the  service  of 
the  Uaiieii  States,  the  then  eommaading  officer 
of  the  troop,  or  company,  dial  I,  in  the  presence  of 
■wo  other  comminioned  offigera,  take  an  account 
of  what  effecta  he  died  posaesaed  of,  aboTe  bia 
•TBE  and  aecootremant*,  and  transmit  the  same 
to  the  (Ace  of  the  Departmeot  of  War;  which 
aaid  eSecta  are  to  he  acconniBd  for,  and  paid  to 
Iha  rqprBBe&tatiTea  of  aaah  decMsed  aaa-cwnBiia- 


aioocd  officR-  or  acltier.  And  in  eaae  aar  cTibe 
officen.  so  Buthorixed  lo  take  ouw  of  the  cfcn  «f 
deoeaecd  officer*  ud  soMierx,  ahonld,  bcfonley 
have  aeconnted  to  lbe»  r«pi  wcnlmtivea  fn  4e 
mme,  have  oecaaioa  to  leare  the  regimcot  ot  ftA 
by  preftrment,  ot  otherwise,  they  abaU,  befcictkH 
beparmittadloiimttbeMme,  dapoart  iathehaa* 
of  uiB  command  ing  officer,  or  of  iJte  saaastaal  nli- 
lary  agent,  ail  the  e&eU  of  mich  deceased  me- 
eoamiaaioned  effioera  and  aoUien,  n  arder  ibi 
the  aame  may  be  sBBur  tifar,  amd  fail  to,  their  n- 
spaetiTe  wpraastaiivea. 

ArUVi.  All  oAaers,  eoataetoa^  gwnntnatf- 
roesea,  drivers,  <»  other  peraoaa  whataoe*«Kmnf- 
iag  pay,  or  hire,  is  the  aerrieoaf  tba  atliUn,« 
corps  efcBfiMera  of  the  Uwitod  Blaw^  halite 
goveraed  bj  tba  afniaaid  ndea  mmk  aitieh^  sad 
Mali  be  salgeet  to  be  triad  br  e— rta  mtftiai,  ■ 
Ito  maiBcr  with  the  ofioata  wmA  mUattt^ 
•Ihar  tmopa  »  4m  service  of  Aa  Uatttd  SiaM. 

Art.  97.  The  ofiser*  Bad  aoUtera  e/'aay  naofa 
whedier  militia  or  ethara,  bainr  ■aalireJ  aad  a 
my  d*  the  United  Btaiea,  a^^  at  lA  iBe*  sad 
in  alt  placaa,  wfaeo  joined,  or  aetiar  ta  cosjaae- 
[ion  with  (he  rt«nlar  foreca  erf*  the  Daind  Bales, 
be  goeeraed  by  theaa  ralea  aad  aradai  af  war, 
and  shall  be  aabject  to  be  *ri«d  by  eoatta  bwubI, 
iu  like  manner  with  tht  oCaci*  a«d  aoldiws  ia 
the  regular  forces,  aaee  aaly  that  saeh  csmw  aa^ 
Hal  shaH  be  oompoeed  eatirely  of  militia  iMeea. 

Art.  98.  All  eAoeta,  aorri^  by  aaMwinif 
fhmi  the  ambority  «f  any  parttoolar  Sue.  daU, 
oa  all  detaehmeata,  coarta  maitaaf,  er  other  dity, 
whaiein  they  amy  bo  empktyad  ia  caojaaeiiaa 
with  the  rtgalar  f«r««a  of  Iha  Uaitad  Saus^  lahe 
rank  aexi  Bfier  all  offioora  of  the  ifta  grade  ia 
:nlar  forcea,  notwilhatnuii^g  (be  cemmia- 
•noh  miDtlB  or  State  eJaiia  may  be  older 
tiian  (ao  comwiariaaa  of  tba  iJawa  tt  (he  i«fs- 
bv  ftnaa  aftke  Uniiad  Btatea. 

Ar<.  90.  AllerimMBOt«apJial,aBdaUfaBtta) 
aad  aagloeis  which  oOoei*  aad  aiidion  may  ke 
i[uilty  of,  10  tba  piejadiae  of  good  order  sad  mil- 
itaiy  diaaiplibe,  theogh  not  neatiaacd  ia  the  Ian- 
going  artiidee  of  war,  ■>«  to  bo  bImb  eogianacc 
of  br  a  geaenl  or  regimental  aoert  amhtat  ae- 
ooidmg  to  the  natore  and  dugn.0  of  the  »Mmn, 
and  be  poaiabcd  at  their  diaoMdoB. 

Art.  lOa  The  Pre«deB(  of  the  Uaiiad  Stalei 
■hall  hare  power  to  pieactiba  the  aaifcrta  «( 
the  army. 

AH.  101.  The  foregeiag  artietae  are  to  he  mbJ 
and  puMiibed  oaca  ia  every  aix  aNMatha,  to  everr 
garriiOD,  legimont,  iraop,  or  oompaay,  mwarat 
or  to  be  mustaivd  in  tbe  aaTiee  of  the  Qeiied 
Slates,  and  are  to  be  duly  obsarrod  aad  skeyod 
by  alt  oSeera  and  aeUitra  wbo  are,  or  «U1  be  ia 
aaid  aervice.  i 

Sao.  a.  Aad  ic  ft  fmUitr  oaoetad.  That,  it 
time  of  war,  all  peraoa*  net  efimeaa  of,  er  owia{  ' 
allesiaBee  to  the  United  Smtes  of  AaMfica.  wt* 
shall  be  found  lurkinf  as  epioa,  in  or  ^cot  ihr 
fbrtlicationa  or  eoeampmaBtaafilie  amiacf  ite 
United  Sutea.  oraay  of  there,  shall  aofier  d«^ 
Bceordiog  to  tdo  law  and  oaa^  of  aatiooa,  b*im- 


drtvnlai 

ns^eoo 
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Bec.  3.  And  hn  it  _fiirther  maettd.  Thai  the 
Ies  flnd  regaktioos,  by  which  the  •rmies  of  the 
lited  SiaiM  hare  beretafine  been  gorerDcil,  and 
>  resolTesol  Coograa  theKeaumtoncKml,  vaA  re- 
•etJDg  the  same,  Bhal)  beneerorth  be  void  and  of 
effect,  eieept  so  fhr  as  may  relate  lo  any  trmne- 
:ioos  Dodei  them,  prior  to  the  prom uigst ion  of 
s  ict.at  ibe  several  posts  and  garrhons,  respeei- 
')y,  oecnpiml  by  any  part  of  the  BTiny  of  the 
lited  autea. 
Approved,  AprH  10, 180S> 

An  A«t  raktiof  la  bonds  fivan  by  Hinhala. 
B«  it  macttd,  ^  That  tha  bond  hcNtafere 
«a,  w  wkieh  laa^  henaflei  be  ^vea,  bv  tke 
rshal  of  any  distriet,  for  the  faithful  parMnn- 
«  of  lh«  d«tiw  of  kia  ofioa,  afaall  be  fiM  and 
arded  ia  tke  office  ot  tkc  deik  at  tlu  diatiiet 
irt,  Of  eiretut  eaatt,  sitting  witbik  the  distiiat 
which  sMh  matabal  shaU  aav«  baeo  awai^ad, 
I  eopiaa  ikeicof,  oarlifiad  by  the  clerk,  ander 
Hal  of  the  said  oowt,  akalf  be  aoanpetoai  avi- 
ce  in  any  eawt  of  jutiea. 
lac.  3.  AndbeitfwAermatUd,  Thatitahall 
lawful  in  <aaa  of  the  braaah  of  ike  aoBdilion 
luy  ««ek  bcwd,  far  any  ftnon,  penona,  ot  body 
itie,  tbataby  iaJMied,  to  Isaiitata  a  sail  npon 
h  boDii.  in  the  nama  and  fer  ikeacJe  mm  of  fiiak 
ty,  anj  tkaiciayoa  to  rccvver  auek  daaaget, 
hall  b«  Ulplly  vaeaaad,  with  eoaia  of  suit ;  for 
«h  aieention  nay  isana  Aw  auak  party  ia  doe 
a ;  ami  in  caaa  aiMk  party  aball  bil  to  raeovar 
be  suit,  jndgiaent  skaM  ba  randerad  and  •xooa- 
I  i>ay  isaae  fot  ooac  utikvorftf  (be  defeikAut 
lefendants,  against  the  part*  who  shall  bavai*- 
ited  tke  wit ;  uid  tka  Uuted  Stataa  akall  in 
tMe  ba  liaUe  far  ik*  sMaa. 
ao.  3.  Amd  bt  Ufurl/ur  cMotedt  Xkat  Ua 
I  boads  shall,  after  any  jndgmaM,  or  jad^ 
It*  rendarad  thcMMB,  ranuHn  as  a  Mcotity,  ior 
benefit  of  any  petaao,  panons,  at  body  politie, 
ired  by  breach  of  the  condition  af  the  sane, 
il  the  whok  paaity  riiaU  have  bean  raoev- 
I ;  and  the  pcoaaedii^  Aall  be  uwvp  in  the 
1  "•  horainbrfore  dH«a«ed. 


ma.  4.  And  U  itfurthtr  mUaUd,  That  all 
I  on  manhals'  bonds,  if  tka  rifhi  of  Mlimi  has 
ady  aceroed,  shall  b«  eonnaMad  and  pmaa- 
id  within  thica  yean  aftar  tke  paasaga  of 
act,  and  not  aftermrds.  And  all  aaah  *n^ 
aae  iha  fight  c(  M«k»  akall  aeerM  bafeaflei, 
1  b«  comatMad  and  pwaaeiicd  wMiin  mk 
rs  afier  tke  aaid  right  ot  Mtiaa  akall  kave  ae- 
td,  aad  Bot  anermrds)  saving,  itevaitbeless, 
rights  of  iaCuus,  feme  cMwit,  and  pcasoas 
compoa  MMMti^  so  that  ihay  sae  witkin  thiae 
:*  after  their  disabilitiea  are  raoMTedi 
pproved,  April  U.  1806. 


'  of  this  act,  forei^  gold  and  aifver  coins  sV 
earrent  as  mtinvt  within  the  United  Stales, 
b*  a  legil  I  will  tn  dkt  pafttaui  ef  «U 


dHits  and  demnds,  at  tbe  several  and  respective 
rates  followio^,  and  not  oiherwtse,  t'a : 

The  gold  eoiBBof  Great  Britain  and  Pbnngml,  of 
their  present  standard,  at  ike  rate  of  one  knadred 
cents  forcverviweDty-seren  grtitiBof ifaeaetual 
weight  thereof  J  the  gwd  eoin*  of  Franei^  Spaia, 
and  the  dominions  of  Spain,  of  their  presem 
standard,  at  tbe  rate  ot  one  Mndted  eenie  for 
every  twenty-seven  graim  and  two-dftha  of  a 
graifl,  of  the  actval  weight  thereof.  SpanfabmW- 
ed  dotlare,  at  tbe  rate  of  one  knndrM  eenis  to 
eaeb,  the  aetoal  weight  wheraof  sbatl  oat  be  leas 
than  seventeen  pennviraghta  agd  leren  gvalak, 
aadinproportioifovtbepariaofadolkt.  C^awaa 
of  Franceat  therate  of  one  hundred  and  ten  ceHL 
for  eaeh  ci»wb,  the  aeml  welgtit  wfaenef  skall 
not  be  less  than  eigkteeen  penByfratght*  aad  aai» 
eateen  grains,  avd  ia  properthin  fer  the  pMts  of 
aerown.  Andlt  shall bcihedntyofihe  Seoreury 
of  the  Treasury  to  cause  assays  of  the  foreign  goM 
and  ailvar  coins,  made  ewnent  by  tttis  act,  to  be 
had  at  tbe  UiM  of  the  United  SUtee,  M  leaat  onea 
in  every  year,  and  to  make  leport  of  the  rasalia 
thereof  to  Congress,  tot  the  porpote  of  enatdiag 
tfaein  to  make  eneb  alterations  in  this  aet,M  n9j 
beeoma  raqnislte,  from  the  real  slandRrd  vmlaa  o( 
suoh  foreign  coins.  And  it  shad  he  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurr  to  cause  assays  effol- 
eign  gold  and  silver  eobs  of  the  descriptioB  naade 
current  by  this  act,  which  shall  issue  subsequently 
to  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  shall  circulate  in 
the  United  Stales,  at  the  Mint  aforesaid,  at  leaA 
once  in  every  year,  and  to  make  report  of  the  re- 
sult (hereof  to  Congress,  for  Ihe  purpose  of  eaa- 
bling  Congtesa  to  make  such  cubs  earteM,  if 
they  shall  deem  the  sane  ia  be  proper,  U  iMr 
real  stMidard  value. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  fiaiher  matted,  Thai-  tb« 
flrst  section  of  the  act,  ntitled  "  An  act  legnl*- 
ting  feraigD  ci^a  and  for  oiker  porpeeea,"  pawrt 
tke  nintk  day  of  Febnurv,  ese  IkotMaod  aevan 
hundred  afid  ainety-threc,  M,  and  the  same  here- 
by is,  repeated.  And  die  operation  of  the  saeonfl 
•ceiion  of  tha  same  aol  ekkll  be,  and  hereby  ia, 
suepended  for  and  dnripg  the  apacs  of  three  yean 
from  tbe  passage  of  tbu  act. 

Approved,  April  10, 1806. 


Be  it  enacUd,  fc..  That  the  officers  of  the'Seo- 
ate  and  House  of  Representatives,  hereinafter 
mentioned,  shall  be.  and  hereby  are,  entitled  to 
receive,  in  lien  of  their  com  pen  rations  fixed  by 
law,  the  foflowing  sotns.  thai  is  to  say,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  tbe  Hoase  of 
Represents  lives,  two  thousand  dollars  eaeh  ;  their 

Kineipal  clerks,  ooe  tbousand  three  hundred  dol- 
rs  each;  and  each  of  their  engrossing  clerks, 
one  tbooraad  dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  i.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  the 
Sergeant-ai'Arms  of  the  Senate,  who  also  per- 
forms the  duty  of  a  doorkeeper,  tbe  Sergeani-at- 
Atm^  Bid  the  Dootkeeper  of  the  Hoose  of  Bep- 
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tOMUiivn  (hall  be,  and  ibev  tre  herebr,  entitled 
to  receirs  nine  haadnd  and  flfijr  dollar*  pet  an- 
■am,  each ;  and  that  tka  Awidant  Doorkeeper  of 
tbe  Senate  and  the  Asuitani  Doorkeeper  of  the 
Hooae  of  ReprcMntatiTet  ihall  be,  and  they  are 
hnebr,  entilled  to  reeeire  nine  bnadred  dollata 
pet  annam  eacb. 
Bbo.  3.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted,  That  anr 

kppropriatioB  whieh  ahall  b -"-  '—  •'■-  " — " 

«r  HeoM  of  RepreKntatin  , 
gent  food  <Hr  eitber  Hoqm,  towards  the  eompen- 
aalion  of  anf  of  the  offieen  of  the  Senate,  or 
Howe  of  Representative*,  ihall  be  taken  and 
d  aa  a  part  of  tbe  aalary  aliowed  b^  thi* 

,  And  be  it  fialktr  enaeltd.  That  tbe 
itioH  provided  for  in  thii  ael  thall  c«o- 
mencCj  and  take  effect,  from  and  after  the  thttty- 
flni  day  of  Hareh,  one  thomand  eight  bandied 
and  six.    . 

Sac.  fi.  And  be  it  fitrthtr  enacted,  That  the  act 
Mititled  "An  act  to  regnlate  and  fix  the  eompen- 
aationa  of  the  oSeertof  the  Senate  and  Houm  of 
RepreaeniBliTei,''  pa*Md  on  the  Iwentr-ninth  oi 
April,  one  thonsand  eight  hnndred  and  two,  tball, 
from  and  after  the  ihirtf-Krit  of  March,  one  thon- 
mtd  eight  bandied  and  six,  be  and  the  lanie  ie 
hereby  repealed. 

Approred,  Apil  10, 1806. 


Hattarai  and  Cape  Ttti,  to  1m  rarrefBd. 

Beiteuaa»i,  fc.,  That  tbe  SecreUry  of  the 
Treaanry  be,  and  he  it  hereby,  dtrccted  to  caiue 
the  eoait  of  North  Carolina  to  be  correcily  snt- 
▼eyed,  between  Cam  Haitera*  and  Cipe  Fear, 
together  with  tbe  riioati  lying  off  and  between 
theie  reepectiTe  capei  or  headland*,  and  to  report 
«  the  next  leMioo  of  Congres*  on  the  practKa- 
Ultly  of  erecting  a  light-house,  lighted  beaBon,or 
"booy  OB  or  near  the  extreme  point  of  these  dtoata, 
or  either  of  them.  And  tbe  ram  of  fl*e  thonsand 
dollars  la  hereby  appropriated  for  tbe  purpose  of 
defraying  any  expenae  which  may  be  incarred  in 
making  snch  snrrey,  to  be  paid  ont  erf  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  atbeiwise  appropriated. 

AppioTcd,  April  10, 1806. 

An  Act  to  pravkle  fir  fvaons  idia  were  iH»iH»d  hj 
known  wounds,  leoenad  daring  the  RerolntieBaiy 


i  officer,  mnaieian,  soldi 
rine^  aeaman,  disabled  in  the  actual  serriee  of 
the  United  Suie*^  while  in  the  line  of  his  duty, 
try  known  woonda  receired  during  the  Retoln- 
tionary  war,  and  who  did  not  desert  the  service ; 
or  who,  in  consequence  of  disability,  as  aforesaid, 
resigned  his  commission,  or  took  a  discharge;  or 
who,  after  tDcnrriDg  disability,  as  aforesaid,  was 
taken  eepttre  by  the  enemy,  and  remained  either 
in  captiTity  or  on  parole,  until  the  close  of  said 
ReTidatioiiary  war  j  or  who,  in  coaseqasnce  of 


known  wounds,  leceired  as  a/oreaaid,  bai.il say 
poiod  since,  become  and  eontioned  diiatU  k 
such  maoBer  as  to  render  him  Dnnble  to  ptecm 
a  subsistence  by  manual  labor ;  irbetfaei  ladct- 
cer,  musician,  soldier,  marine,  or  aeaani,  aorri 
as  a  Toltmteer,  in  any  proper  serrice  againU  fb 
coanmon  enemy,  oi  belonged  to  a  deiaehiaeaia 
the  militia,  which  serred  against  the  eoamca  es- 
emy.ot  to  the  regular  forces  orrheUaiied  Shim 
or  of  BDypariJeular  State,  he  ahalL  upon  saboa- 
tinting  bis  claim,  in  the  masnar  herciaafter  ift- 
seribM,  be  placed  c  . 
ted  State*  during  life,  or  t1 
disability,  and  be  coiiiled,  insder  tbe  Kgshticai 
hereinafter  mentioned,  to  Teeeive  aoek  an  ai 
(hall  be  foand  jmt  and  {wopcr  by  the  intimBf 
addneed. 

Bic.S.  And  heit  Jvrtha- enacted^  Tfatiajab- 
stantiatrng  such  claim,  the  following  nin  aaJ 
llationsab*ll  be  complied  with,  ibaliitany: 
eridenee  shall  be  taken  on  oaih  os-affimaQaa, 
before  the  judge  of  tbe  district,  cr  one  rf  the 
judges  of  the  territory  in  ivhtch  sath  dainsoi 
resides,  or  before  some  person  specialty  aathonzed 
by  eommisBion  from  said  indge. 

DecisiTediBabilityi  tbe  e^ct  of  a  kaowi  waoBd,  , 
or  wonnds,  reoeiTed  while  ia  the  aetoal  lerTiee  I 
and  line  of  doty  agninM  die  eoauaon  eaenty,  da-  . 
ring  the  ReTolntionaTy  war,  mmt  he  prored  by  i 
the  affidarit  of  the  commandiag  cdtter  of  ihc 


regnla 
aBct 


which  such  claimant  served  ;  or  of  nn  oibet 
credible  witnesses  to  the  same  efleet,  sednu  (arth 
the  titne  when,  and  place  arhere^  ssdi  knowi 
wonnd  or  wounds  were  reeeired,  aad  pariienkrlT 
describing  the  sanw. 

The  nature  of  nwh  diaability,  aad  in  what  de- 
gree it  prevents  the  claimant  from  tAtaiuiog  his 
BBbaiatence,  most  be  proved  by  the  aSdavit  of 
aome  teptriable  physietao  or  sn^eon,  slating  hit 
opinion,  either  from,  hi*  own  lnoirte4ge  and  ae- 
qnaiaianoe  with  tbe  clannant,  or  frm  an  exaa- 
ination  of  such  claivQant^  on  o«ih  or  affimatini; 
which,  when  necessary  i6r  that  earpose,  shall  la 
administered  to  said  claimant  uf  eaid  jndge  « 
commissioner.  And  the  eald  fAysicaaa  or  sv 
INOD,  in  hi*  affidavit,  shall  partiealady  desoibe 
the  wonnd  or  woonda  from  whence  the  disaWlty 
appear*  to  be  dnived. 

Bvery  claimnt  mitat  prove,  hj  at  leatt  car 
erediUe  witness,  that  he  continoed  in  anvice  te- 
ring  the  whole  term  for  which  he  was  detKbid 
or  tor  whieh  he  enga^,  unless  he  was  dncb«f- 
ed,  or  left  the  service  in  coikaeqaeBee  of  some  d^ 
rsngemeni  of  the  army,  or  in  eoDssqiMftee  of  tin 
distKMlit|r  resigned  his  commissMn,  or  was  sfla 
hts  disnbility  in  eapiirity  or  on  parole  anlil  tk 
close  of  the  Rerotntionary  war.  Aad  ia  ih 
same  manner  most  prove  his  mode  of  life  aat 
employment  since  he  left  the  service,  and  tb 

Elaee  or  plaaes  where  he  has  since  resided,  ^ 
is  pUco  of  leeidence  at  the  time  of  taking  saci 
tesiimony. 

Every  claimant  shall,  by  his  affidaviL  give  at- 
isfaclory  reasons  why  he  did  not  make  ai^ica- 
tioa  for  a  pauioa  bemn^  and  (hat  he  is  got  aa\h! 
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pensioD  list  o(  tvj  Stale ;  uid  tbe  jadge  or  com- 
misaioDer  ihill  certify,  in  writing,  his  miinioD  of 
tbe  credibility  of  the  wilDesseswboieamilarits  he 
ihall  uke,  in  ill  thow  oaei  where  by  this  act  it 
ia  Mid  the  proof  ibBll  be  mkde  bf  a  credible  wit- 
nesi  or  witnenea ;  and  also,  that  tbe  examisin^ 
phtrsieianoraargcon  isreputibleiahis  profetaioD. 
Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  aiaeUd,  That  the 
mid  judge  of  the  district,  or  pcnOn  bf  him  com- 
miBStoned  as  aforacaid,  shall  transmit  a  list  ofsach 
ciRims,  aceinapanied  br  the  evideDce,  affidavits, 
certiScates,  and  proceediDga,  bad  thereon  in  pui- 
Buance  uf  this  act,  noiins  particularly  tbe  dsy  on 
which  tbe  lestimotiy  closed  before  him,  to  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War.  that  tbe 
same  may  be  compared  with  iiiDsteiTolb,ot  other 
documents  iQ  bis  office;  and  thsrsaid  Secretary 
shall  nwke  a  statement  of  all  sacfa  cases  which, 
together  with  all  the  testimffny,  he  shall  from 
time  to  time  transmit  to  Congress,  with  such  re- 
marks as  be  may  ibink  (voper,  that  Congress  may 
be  enabled  to  place  such  claimaitls  on  the  pensioa 
list  as  (hail  be  found  entitled  to  the  privile^. 
And  it  shall  be  the  daty  of  the  judge  or  comBia- 
tioner  aforesaid  to  permit  each  claimant  to  take 
t  transcript  of  tbe  erideuce  and  proceedings  had 
respecting  his  cteira,  if  he  shall  desire  it,  and  to 
;eriify  tbe  same  to  be  correct. 

Sbo.  4.  A)id  be  UJwUmr  enacted,  That  erery 
wnsioD.  or  increase  thereof,  by  rirtoe  tt  this  act, 
ihall  commence  on  the  daf  when  the  claimant 
ihall  hare  completed  his  testimony  before  the  au- 
ihority  proper  to  take  the  same. 

Sic  5.  Jnd  be  it  fitrthmr  maOei,  Thai  an 
iocreaae  of  pension  may  be  allowed  to  penoDS  al- 
■eady  placed  upoit  the  pension  list  of  the  United 
3tates  for  disabilUies  caused  by  known  wounds 
'eceived  during  the  Rerolationary  war,  in  all 
lases  where  josiice  shall  require  the  same :  Pro- 
lided,  That  the  increase,  when  added  to  the  pen- 
ioD  formerly  received  shall  in  no  case  exceed  a 
ull  pension. 

Bvery  invalid  making  tpplication  for  this  por- 
lose  shall  be  examined  by  two  repuiaUe  physt- 
ians  or  sargetHis,  to  be  authorized  by  commission 
rom  the  judge  of  ihe  district  where  sach  invalid 
eaides,  who  shall  rejMrt,  in  writing,  on  oath  ot 
.ffirmaiion,  their  opinion  of  tbe  nature  of  the  ap- 
iticant's  disability^  and  in  what  degree  it  prevents 
Lim  from  obtaining  a  subsistence  by  manual 
nbor  ;  which  report  shall  be  transmitted  by  said 
ihyaicisns  or  snrgeoas  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
>epBrtmeot  of  War,  who  shall  compare  the  same 
ritb  the  doauments  in  his  office,  and  shall  make 
.  statement  of  all  each  eases,  which,  together 
vith  the  original  repmt,  he  shall  from  time  to 
ime  transmit  to  Congress,  with  such  remarks  as 
le  may  think  proper,  thai  they  may  be  enabled  to 
o  Juatiee  to  such  pensioners. 

Sbo.  6.  And  be  UJvHher  macted,  That  a  fall 
•ensioo  given  by  this  act  to  a  commissioned  offi* 
er  shall  be  one-balf  of  tbe  monthly  paj  lenity 
llowed,  at  the  time  of  ineurrins;  said  disabtlity. 
o  bis  grade  in  the  forces  laisetT  hy  tbe  United 
ttates,  and  the  proponioaa  lase  than  a  full  pea- 
ion  alkali  ba  the  conespomlsat  proportions  of  said 


half  pay  [  and  a  full  pension  t_ 

stoned  officer,  musician,  soldier,  marine,  ot  sea- 
man^  shall  be  five  dollars  a  month,  and  the  pro- 
portions lew  than  n  full  pensim  shall  be  tbe  like 
ptoportiooB  of  five  dollars  a  month ;  but  no  pen- 
sion of  a  commissioned  officer  shall  be  calcauted 
at  a  higher  rate  than  the  half-pay  of  a  lieutenant 
ooloneT 

Sec.  7.  And  ^  it  JwOur  enacted,  That  lh« 
pensions,  or  iaoiease  (hereof|  which  may  be  d- 
lowed  by  this  act,  shall  be  paid  in  the  same  isaa- 
ner  as  pensions  to  invalids  who  have  been  her^ 
tofore  placed  on  the  pension  Usi  ars  now  paid, 
and  under  such  restrictions  and  reflations  in  alt 
respects  as  are  prescribed  by  law. 

Sbo.  8.  And  be  itfitrther  enacted,  That,  front 
and  after  the  passage  ofi  this  act,  no  sal&  transfer 
or  mortgage  of  the  whw  ot  any  part  oi  thepe*- 
sioD  payaole  to  any  non-eommneioned  offimr, 


musician,  soldier,  marine,  or  seaman,  before  the 
any  part  Uieteo^ 


same  becomes  dtiaL^all  be  ralid. 
person  claiming  such  pension,' 


r  power  of  stlomey  or  aubstiintion,  shall, 
e  tbe  same  u  paid,  make  oath  or  affirmatioa, 
before  some  magistrate,  legally  aniborized  to  lake 
tbe  same,  a  copy  of  which,  attested  by  sa^  ma^ 
gistiaie,  Bbsll  be  lodged  with  Ihe  person  who  pays 
said  pension;  that  auch  power  or  subsiitution  is 
not  given  by  reason  of  any  transfer  of  such  »ea> 
(ion,  or  part  thereof.  And  any  person  who  shall 
swear  or  affirm  falsely  in  the  premises  and  ba 
thereof  convicted,  shall  suffer  as  for  wilful  and 
corrupt  perjury. 

Sbo.  9.  Andbeitjmiher enacted,  Thatatl  lawa 
of  the  United  State*  heretofore  passed,  so  far  as 
they  authorize  persons  to  be  placed  on  the  pen- 
sion list  of  tbe  United  States  for,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  disabilities  derived  from  known  wonnds 
received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  shall  be^  and 
they  are  hereby,  repealed :  Provided,  That  noth- 
ing in  this  repMling  clatise  shall  injure,  or  in  any 
way  aflect  those  persons  already  upon  Uie  pension 
list  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the  Secratarr 
for  the  Department  of  War  shaU  proceed  upon 
the  testimony  which  has  been  transmitted  to  bim 
by  any  claimant,  before  the  passage  of  this  ae^ 
in  tbe  same  manner  as  though  this  act  had  never 

Sec.  10.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  this 
act,  so  far  as  it  authorizes  Ihe  admission  of  per- 
sons upon  tbe  pension  list  of  the  United  8Ute% 
shall  remain  in  force  for  and  during  the  space  of 
six  years  from  the  paaeace  thereof,and  no  longer: 
Promded,  That  tbu  limimiion  shall  not  afieci  ot 
impair  the  right  of  any  invalid  who  may  have 
completed  his  testimony  in  tbe  manner  prnoiibti 
by  this  act  before  this  limitation  commences  its 

r ration,  but  which  has  not  been  tnnsmitied  lo 
Seereiary  for  the  Department  of  War. 
Approved,  April  10, 1806. 

An  Act  lo  anthcriM  ths  Smntsiy  of  Wsr  to  isHle  IsBl 

wsmnta,  snd  for  other  pnipuaas. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  Seereury  of  War 

be  authorized  to  issue  military  lend  warrants  to 

such  persons  as  have  v  ahnll.  Define  Iha  first  day 
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of  Much,  oae  tbooMnd  mf  bl  buBdiml  sad  ciK^t, 
MvdDoe  n  him  MtUhciorv  evidvitcB  of  tb«  n- 
BMy  of  tbairclaHW;  whieiiinmiitt.  witb  tkoM 
hstcMftin  iMoed,  ■nd  not  j€t  ntisficd,  fhall  and 
■Mf  ta  hKBt«d  in  tbs  nanict  of  tbe  h<dden  or 
•n^triMon  ibercef,  M  cay  time  p  '  °    ' 

MT  of  Oetober,  one  ihounnd  eicl 
•igbt,  on  any  anloetied  parU  orttie  fifiy  qvarler 


fnetiMMl  «i»nM  tow»hipt 
«ib««aROT  may  b*  lo«at- 

etaformity  vilb  tb«  loea- 


Mon  ibercef,  M  any  time  prior  to  the  flnt 
'Oe    ■  -•  .-.—    -..       . 

tmraatuM  

raacfved  by  law  for  oiifinal  boldara  of  militsry 

8k.  S.  Amdbeitfiir^ierMMled,  Thatitaball 
ta  the  d«ly  of  the  MTTtroi  --  •- .  ->- 

4inMiM  of  the  SeanUf  y  < .  _ 

ewM  to  be  aarTerod  n  moeh  of  the  ifty  qmrttr 
lowBsbips,  ami  ok  fnetieiMl  «nar 
afvMMia.  w  bare  h«ea  «|h««aROT 
•d  Meoramg  to  Imw.  is  etaformity  Viia  wi 
tioM  made  on  the  dIm*  of  the  Mid  qaarter 
iUp«:  Protidtd,  Tbe  whole  cxpeiMe  of  sorvey- 
ktf  the  ume  ahaH  wH  eMaid  three  doUara  for 
•Pary  aula  eetoally  mu-nmL 

Appvored,  April  16, 1806. 

An  Act  to  nupendtbewkof  ceitunUndilnlbeStata 
of  Ohio,  uid  tb«  Indiuia  Tcnitoty. 
Bt  it  atacted,  fc^  That  tbe  operation  of  tbe 
aixlb  condition  of  tbe  flfih  leeiion  of  (he  act,  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  amend  (he  act.  eniiUed  'An  tot 
proriding  fot  the  sale  of  the  landi  of  the  Gnited 
Btatei  BorthweBtof  tbe  Ohio,and  above  ibe  mouth 
of  Kentuchy  river,  be,  and  tbe  same  is  hereby  ■U' 
pended  QDtil  the  first  day  «f  October  aex^  in  faror 
of  luch  purcbasen  of  laadi  under  the  aeid  act, 
who  shall  exhibit  satiifaotory  proof  to  the  regiitei 
ud  receiver  of  ptiblic  mo&eys  in  the  reipeclive 
district!  wheie  they  were  actual  (cttleri  on  the 
land  K>  purchased,  «t  the  time  of  j 

Ap^ved,  April  US^  1S06. 

An  AAM  pndabit  *•  u&partalfanof  o 


A  It^mutnLff.,  That,  from  and  after  tbe  flf- 
taenih  day  of  November  next,  it  ihaH  not  be  law- 
fnl  M  iw^rt  into  the  United  Slates,  or  (he  terri- 
toriei  thereof,  from  any  port  or  pJace  aitaat^  in 
OmM  Britain  or  Ifelmd,  or  in  any  of  thecotoaies 
eedependeMJM  of  Oreet  Britaiii,eoy  foode,  warea, 
or  meKhaadiK,  of  the  ibUowing  deecripiioti,  that 
bio  ear: 

All  vticla*  of  whieb  leather  is  the  material  of 
•hief  telnet 

All  nniclea  of  which  iflk  is  tbe  material  of  ehief 
ntae; 

AU  articlaa  of  frkieh  hemp  or  flax  ii  the  mate- 
riilofekief  nlae) 

Allaitielesof  which  tiDerhrara  is  the  material 
of  chief  Ttlae,  tin  in  theeta  excepted ; 

Woollen  clothe,  whose  invoice  prices  shall  ex- 
•Md  iM  ^HiliBga  slerliBg  per  iiiii'i  yard  j 

Woollex  iMBwiy  ef  lOrVmk  { 

Window  gkse,  and  «U  othw  MlMdMlneea  of 
fUse{ 

fiilva  and  pbttd  mieet 


Pape*  of  cTeiT  deeariptii ; 
Naib  and  spines  j 


HaU; 

Clotbin), 

MiUincryofal 

Playine  cards ; 

Beer,  ale.  »d  porter,  aid  pietvns  ^  priati. 

Net  shall  it  be  lawAil  to  inpan  iata  the  Uaild 
Stale*,  or  the  teiritoric*  th*rcof;  fitim  aar  Im- 
eign  pert  oe  plfte«-wbat«rer,  aar  of  the  abeee- 
meatioaed  goodn,  wanaa,  or  m— ehnaiin,  heag  d 
the  ^wth,  prodoce,  oi  naaBafaeiwe  sf  Crai 
Britain  or  Ireland,  or  may  W  tbe  eoioaiB  arde- 
peadMMin  of  Great  Britain  :  JV— eJeJ,  Jimter, 
Thni  no  articles  whieh  ahaU,  withia  filkeen  ««)■ 
after  ibe  passing  of  tfaie  net  baiiMpwaed  ft— IM 
plaee  beyoad  tbe  Gape  of  Oood  Hef^ea  hoaid 
any  tvsmI  deaved  out  befiac«  «hc  pumg  «f  A« 
ae^  from  UBT  port  within  tbe  17atMSMt*ertbe 
teniioriw  thereof,  for  the  tmUi  Oipe  of  Oaad 
Hope,  cv  nay  plaee  beyond  ike  • >-■•>—>- 


evm  any  aniele  or  ailielee,  tbe  imfiatiiiB  at 
which  is  prohibiied  by  thb  aet,  ahaH,  aiier  th« 
■aid  Uteanib  day  «f  Norambv  HEOt,  be  »fWMd 
into  the  United  aM•a^  «r  the  ■arnwrie*  ihcNa( 

lo  tbe  tra    '  '  ' 

net,  ot  shall,  nCHr  th 
her  iMKt,  be  pat  on  board  mmj  Ai 
raft,  or  carriage,  with  intenticm  < 

same-hiift  the  Unitod  Btalae,  <_   .__  

thereof,  all  soeh  artiales^  aa  well  as  all  «*<r  afli- 
etesoa 'board  ibeMaMsUpovTaseal,  baB^aA,or 


shall  aaosaoTer,  fofait  and  p7  mMe  ikm 
value  ofnKD  artidee. 

SbcS.  And  be itfiaHlfr  eiiarlwf,  natifun- 
•itiele  or  nrtielee,  the  iMpaeiaaea  <rf  wbitb  » 
prohibited  brttai*Mt,*hnU,aAKihcwlMteadi 
day  of  November  next,  be  pat  oa  boaid  aay  sb^ 
or  TcaaeL  beat,  laA,  or  oeman,  witb  i>«atien  lo 
import  »e  saeae  miotfaa  United  8M>n,or^ 
territoiioa  ihefeef,  aonttary  lo  tbe  lewe  iatcai  and 
meaning  of  this  act,  and  wilb  Ae  fcaowMge  J 
tbeowaeroriaaiiat  of  sasb  ebdp  «r  ewel,  ioet, 
raft,  or  earriase.  soeh  ahip  or  weaet,  beat  lift,  or 
earring*.  ahalT  be  fbifeiied,  and  tbe  owaw  and 
maatertbeteof  efaall,  KMroovw,  eacb  ferfcit  and 
pay  treble  the  vabe  of  sueb  artielcaL 

Sbo.4.  ^Mlbett>eMerMiac*Bd,  TImtifay 
Rtiale  or  aniioles,  the  smpusiatioa  of  which  m 
woktbiied  by  this  aet,  and  whioh  ahadl  Bevenbe- 
lea*  be  on  boai4  aay  ship  or  vmacL  bsM,  raft,  o* 
carriage,  afririii|>  after  the  said  finecaiA  dif  of 
Noreubw  ncKt,  in  ibe  Dniied  Bt^^  ar  ib*  wr- 
litorios  ibereo^  ehaU  be  enittisd  in  tbe  (aaubat,  ' 
report,  or  entry  of  ibe  master,  ar  tbe  peraaa  bae> 
iag  thecbarge  or  ssmmand  of  suab  dup  or  veaeL 
boat,  rsA,  or  earriage,  or  shall  be  anaiucd  ia  iba 
entry  af  tbe  goods  awaed  by  tbe  owner,  or  t«a- 
sigaed  to  the  eonsignee  of  soeh  artialen,  at  riw:  i 
be  imported,  or  landed,  or  atttnapied  tobeimpa*-  ; 
ed  «r  landed,  witboat  a  peraait,  tl 
ties,  fmm,  moA  fiidaifaaa  aball  bt 
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•  be  Knavend.  u  in  the  ewe  of  limiUt  omii- 
0rDmi9Eioi]a,)RDdiQg,  importaiioD,  or  attempt 
iDd  or  import,  in  relaliOD  to  sriiclea  liable  to 
es  on  their  imporlatioD  into  the  United  States. 
BC.  5.  And  be  it  ./urfAer  enacted,  Th»t  eTery 
ector,  Daral  officer]  KOivejor,  oi  other  officer 
ae  cusiomo.  shkll  bare  the  like  power  apd  an- 
iiy  (o  seize  goods,  irarea,  and  mercbaodise  im- 
ed  cootrarv  to  the  iateikt  and  meaning  of  this 
to  keep  the  lame  in  ouslodf  until  it  shall 
e  been  axcertained  whether  the  same  ba*e 
I  forfeited,  or  not,  and  to  enter  any  ship  or 
el,  dwelliDg-house,  store,  building,  or  other 
e,for  the  purpose  of  aearcning  for  and  seizing 
such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  which 
ir  they  now  nave  by  law,  In  relation  to  gomj^ 
eSgBtid  merchaiulise,  subject  to  duty:  and  if 
person,  or  persons,  shall  conceal  or  buy  any 
li,  wares,  or  mercnaDdisa,  knowiag  them  to 
iable  to  seizure  by  this  act,  such  peraon  or  per- 
:  shall,  OD  conTictton  thereof,  forfeit  and  pay 
m  double  the  amount  or  value  of  the  gooda, 
es  aad  merciuoidiK,  so  concealed  or  pur- 
se ft.  And  be  iijur&w  enacted,  That  the 
iwing  addition  shall  be  inserted  to  the  oath 
iffinuAiioa  taken  by  the  masters  or  persons 
LQE  the  charge  or  eommand  of  any  ship  or 
lel  arriring  at  any  port  of  the  United  Slates, 
he  territories  thereof^  after  the  said  fifteenth 
of  NoYember  next,  viz ;  "I  further  swear  (or 
m)  that  there  are  not,  to  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
i  and  belid^  on  board  [iDserl  the  denomina- 
and  name  of  the  ressejj  any  goods,  ware*,  or 
cbandiae,  the  importaiion  of  which  into  the 
ted  States,  or  the  territories  thereof,  is  prohib- 
by  law;  Aad  I  do  further  swear  (or  affirm) 
if  I  shall  hereafter  discoTcr  or  know  of  any 
I  goods,  vares,  or  roeichandise,  od  board  the 
vessel,  or  which  shall  hare  been  imported  in 
same,  J  will  immediately,  and  without  delay, 
;e  due  report  thereof  to  the  collector  of  the 
of  this  district." 

EC.  7.  And  be  it  further  macUd,  That  the 
iwins  addition  be  loserted,  after  tbe  said  fif- 
ith  day  of  November  next,  to  the  oath  or 
mniion  taken  by  importers,  consignees,  or 
Its,  Bt  the  lime  of  entering  goods  imported 
toe  United  States,  or  the  territories  thereof, 
"  I  also  swear  (or  affirm)  that  iberie  are  not, 
te  best  of  my  knowledge  snd  belief^  among  the 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  or 
lisned,  as  aforesaid,  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
anise,  the  importatma  of  wliich  into  [he  Uoi- 
States,  DJT  the  tetiiloriei  thereof,  is  prohibited 
aw.  And  I  do  farther  swear  (or  affirm)  that 
shall  hereafter  discover  any  such  goods,  ware^ 
aercbandise,  among  the  st>«I  goods,  wares,  and 
chaodise,  imported  or  consigned  as  aforesaid, 
ill  immediately,  and  without  delay,  report  the 
e  to  the  cdlector  of  this  district." 
BO  8.  And  be  it  further  macted,TiMM'peD- 
tB  and  forfeitures  arising  ujider  this  act  may 
tied  for  and  reeovered,  and  shall  be  distributed 
accounted  for  iu  the  manner  prescribed  by 
ac(,eatiiied  "Aaacttore^ulatelhecoUeclioa 


of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage :"  and  such  pen- 
alties and  forfeitures  may  be  examined,  mitigated, 
or  remitted,  in  like  manner,  and  under  the  like 
conditions,  regulations,  and  reslrictioos,  as  aro 
prescribed,  authorized,  and  directed  by  the  act, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  mitisatins  or  re- 
mitting the  farfeitares,  penalties,  and  disaliJIitie^ 
accruing  in  certain  cases  therein  mentioned." 
Approved,  April  18, 1806. 

AnActK-.. _.      _.       _.. 

the  paypaant  *f  chins  of  dtiimw  at  the  Uqitod 

Btatas  on  the  OoToniment  of  Fiutoa. 

Bt  it  enacted,  4c.,  ThM  the  Saontan  af  tlia 
TraMury  ahall  cwuK  to  b*  pud,  »t  the  Troanrr 
of  the  United  Btates,  the  amoaat  of  certain  elaina 
of  citizaDs  of  the  Unil«d  Staws  against  the  Oov- 
trnmeni  of  France,  ariusg  fton  the  BordcBOZ 
embargo,  in  eooformity  with  a  aertified  list  of 
liqaidations,  aHaaied  by  the  Ministai  of  tfaa  pvibf 
lie  traasory  of  Franoe,  and  umnsmilted  bf  tba 
Hinisler  PlenipoUDtiary  of  the  Uaited  SUMi,  at 
Paris,  to  the  said  Skocetanyi  whteh  paymaaU 
shall  be  made  Eat  auah  (Htas  rospeetitralv,  m  an 
staled  ia  the  abore^ientioDcd  list  of  liqaidaltoM, 
to  saeh  peraoni,  napceuvely,  a*  the  acMiuiliii|| 
oStcers  of  the  Traasury  ahall  deietmiiM  to  ba 
tight&Ur -eaiitled  to  the  same,  and  oat  of  tha 
m<««yB  harelofoM  appropriated  foi  tha  puraoaa 
of  diseha^ng  the  elaiau  <tf  citicens  sf  the  Ub»- 
.lad  State*  agaiiut  the  Govaruunt  of  Pnnsa, 
the  payoMni  of  which  was  assumed  by  the  Oor- 
ennneot  of  the  United  Suiea,  by  vitlue  of  tha 
sonvottioa  of  the  thirtieth  April,  «bs  Uousaai 
eight  hundied  and  three.  , 

Approved,  April  18,  ISQQ. 


An  Act  to  ■nllwrise  the  State  ol 

grants  and  perfect  titles  to  enrtatn  lands  therein  de- 
scribed }  and  to  settle  the  claim*  to  the  vacant  and 
Qoappropriated  lands  within  the  same. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^..  Thai,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
fining the  limits  of  the  vacant  aqd  u  nap  prop  riataj 
lands  ia  the  State  of  Tennessee,  hereafter  to  be 
subject  to  the  Bole  and  entire  disposition  of  the 
United  States,  the  following  line  be,  and  hereby 
is,  cstablish.ed,  to  wit:  beginning  at  the  place 
where  the  pastern  or  main  branch  of  Rlk  rivet 
shall  intersect  the  southern  boundary  line  of  the 
Stale  of  Tennessee;  from  iheuce  runaiog  due 
north,  until  said  line  shall  intersect  the  northera 
or  maia  branch  of  Duck  river;  thence  down  the 
waters  of  DuclLriver  to  the  military  boundary 
line,  as  established  by  the  seventh  section  of  an 
act  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  tha 
continental  tine,  and  for  other  purposes;"  (passed  . 
in  theyeat  onethoosand  seven  honaied  and  eighty- 
three,)  thence  with  the  military  boundary  line 
west  CO  the  place  where  it  intersects  the  TeaQe»- 
see  river;  thence  down  the  waters  of  the  river 
Tennessee,  to  the  place  where  the  same  intersect! 
the  northern  boundary  liue  of  the  Slate  of  Ten- 
nessee. 
Szo.  2.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  upon 
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the  Beiialon  and  RepreseElaUTes  from  the  Slmte 
of  TcDiinKe,  bpaa  initramtni  sigiwd  and  sealed 
bj  ihrm  TcnieeUTelf .  makbg  knoim,  thai  in  par- 
■uaDce  of  the  power  in  ihem  rested,  by  an  act  of 
dif  Oamal  AtMmbljr  of  the  State  of  Teooeisee, 
entitled  "An  act  to  appoint  agents  to  settle  the 
diipatc  between  ihii  Slate  and  the  tJniled  Sutea. 
to  the  same,"  aod  bj  a  rexolgtioD  of  the  Senate 
«id  Honae  of  Representaii*es  of  the  said  Stale 
of  TenneaMe,  paaied  in  (he  year  oae  thoasuid 
•ifht  bndred  and  two  as  jnMrtietiaiu  therein ; 

■Ibrj  do,  (or  and  in  behalf  of  the  State  of  Teone*- 
aee,and  in  conndervtioa  of  (he  proTinims  made 
m  thia  act,  asrec  and  declare,  that  all  right,  title, 

■and  ebim,  wbieh  the  State  of  Tenneaaee  hath  to 


aole  and  enUrc  diipoMtion  of  the  United  States, 
mat  (hall  be  exempted  from  erery  diiponiion  or 
nz  made  by  order,  or  ander  the  authority  of  the 
8<ate  of  TcnneaKe,  while  the  nme  ahall  remain 
tk«  property  at  the  United  States,  nod  for  (he 
MfiB  of  five  year*  after  the  aame  ahall  be  aold ; 
wbieh  anid  tnMtniment  shall  be  approred  br  tbe 
"  "---    --'  'atlarp 


Benaie  of  ihe  United  States,  and  entered  at  larre 
In  their  jooroa),  and  deposited  in  the  office  ot  the 
SeereUrr  of  Slate.  The  United  Suiea  do  there- 
vpon  cede  and  eooTey  to  (he  State  of  Tennes- 
see, all  righ(,  title  and  claim,  which  the  United 
Stales  hare  to  the  territory  of  the  taodi  lying 
OHl  and  Dortb  of  the  line  hereinbefore  establithed, 
within  the  limits  of  the  Slate  of  Tennessee,  onb- 
ject  to  the  same  condtiioD*  as  are  contained  in  the 
■et  of  the  Qencral  AssemUy  of  tbe  Suteof  North 
Carolina,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  parpoae  of  ced- 
ing to  tbe  Untied  Stales  of  America,  certain  west- 
ern lands  therein  described."  And  the  said  State 
of  Tennessee  shall  (bereopoo  hare  as  full  power 
and  aothoriiy  lo  iuae  grants  and  perfecl  titles  of 
all  lands  lyin|[  east  and  north  of  tbe  before  de- 
•cribed  line,  within  the  limits  of  ihe  said  State,  as 
Congress  now  have^  or  (he  Stale  of  Tennessee 
miga(  bare,  by  virtae  of  an  act  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  entitled  "An  act  lo  authorize  the 
Stale  of  Tennessee  to  perfecl  titles  to  lands  re- 
aeryed  lo  this  Stale  by  the  cession  act,"  lo  which 
(aid  act  the  assent  of  Congress  is  hereby  giren, 
BO  fsr  as  is  necessary  lo  carry  into  effect  the  ob- 

iKts  of  this  compact;  subject  neTertheless  to  the 
ollowing  express  condiiioDs;  that  u  to  say, 

Firil.  That  all  entries  of  lands,  rights  of  lo- 
cation, and  warranls  of  surTeysj'aod  all  inlerfe- 
TiDg  locations,  which  might  be  removed  by  the 
aforesaid  act  of  cession  of  (he  Stale  of  North 
Carolina,  and  which  are  good  and  valid  in  law, 
and  which  were  not  actually  located  west  and 
south  of  the  hereinbefore  described  line,  before  the 
twentf-Qflh  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety,  and  all  interfering  grants 
which  are  good  and  valid  in  law.  and  which  bare 
been  located  easi  and  north  of  the  said  line,  shall 
be  located,  and  the  titles  thereto  perfected,  within 
the  territory  hereby  ceded  to  the  Slate  of  Ten- 


Seetmdif.  That  the  Stato  cf  TaMm 
appropriaie  one  hnndred  thoaaaJ  icnv 
shall  be'  located  in  ooe  entire  (otL  r^  > 
limits  of  the  lands  reserred  toibt  C:n> 
dians,  by  an  act  of  the  State  of  !(onl  Ci-:. 
en  ti  tied  "  An  act  few  openiag  tbe  luj  i&r .- :' 
redemption  of  specie  aad  aiha  ceRita:£E 
disebarging  the  arreari  daetnihetiQ''K: 
in  the  year  one  thoosaad  wrrt  hiii«u. 
eighty -(hree;  aad  shall  be  for  ihcKcfT.. 
leges,  one  in  east,  and  one  ia  *c9  Tttis> 
be  established  by  the  L^islalBtt  tkna.  t:  ^ 
hnndred  tbonsand  acres  ia  oaetnctT.::! 
limits  last  aforesaid,  for  thcoieaf  lo^':! 
in  each  connty  in  said  Slate, to  bts^-:' 
the  LeftUlatare  (hereof;  which nidsin.:r: 
shall  be  located  on  laodslo  whicklklkK'^ 
has  been  eztiognished,  and  snbJKiBi^iib' 
sition  of  the  Legislatore  of  the  Sutler 
not  be  granted  «sald  for  leo  tim  n:::r 

C:r  acre ;  and  the  proceeds  rf  lb  Big  :  a 
nds  aforesaid,  shall  be  Tesi«diifE>i:i:^ 
respective  oses  aforesaid,  fonnr.  biil*' 
of  Tenaasse  shall,  moreovu,  ii  icKj.'n 
and  perfecting  titles,  locate  sii  buAicKi" 
acres  to  every  six  mils  sqauiiaii'^ 
hereby  ceded,  where  existing  cliiair.ii-'< 
the  same,  which  shall  be  sppccfu'l'^ 
nse  of  schools  for  the  instrnetiimild^'^ 
ever.  Promdtd,  That  noihiog  an*'"'" 
act  shall  be  constmed  to  aifeci  ihbx^i 
to  subject  the  United  States  totkn^- 
extiognishing  the  same.  Jadpnni^^  ■''^ 
the  lowestprice  of  all  lands gnsKio'i>l''i^ 
the  ceded  terri lory,  shall  be  thtaaia'ii" 
established  bf  Congress  for  the  liDlK^Ir 
led  Slates.  Jiuf  pnnwfai.iiWertW"-'?" 

Eiople  residing  in  said  Staif,  sooibrfl'^ 
road,  and  Holsioo,  and  west  of  Bij  P<«.__ 
ers,  provided  for  by  the  conjiiloii*  "^ 
of  Tennessee,  shall  be  scenred  iatbaii^ 
rights  of  oecupaocy  and  prM'np''**  . 
receive  titles  for  suchqninti[iesi"''|!'';; 
spectively  claim,  including  their  mpn^ 
not  exceeding  six  hundred  sad  fwif*''^ 
D or  exceeding  the  quantities liieyinw*'*;, 
claimed  res pectively,accordingioili'i'f*'' 
lines,  where  such  have  been  e.i«UiiW,i»;; 
not  less  than  one  dolUrpPTsert.  Wr-; 
farther.  That  nothing  herein  eonuiw*;; 
construed  to  enable  any  petwo  ^^P"^;], 
authorized  by  the  Legislainre  of  ih  S«":' 
nessee,  to  locale  any  warmnts  iwM."*  . 
authority  of  tbe  State  of  North  CiroliM:^ 
the  limits  of  the  lands  reserved  w  it<  l-J^; 
Indians  by  the  fifth  section  of  the  K^fJ^i;^ 
entitled  "An  act  for  opening  (he  1»m  f'  a 
redempUon  of  specie  and  other  wruiaf 
discharging  the  arrears  due  to  ihc  "™r  J^. 
in  the  vear  one  thousand  w""  ™"* 
eighty-tnree.  ,  m.,{- 

Sec.  3.  And  he  a  furthtr  tMi^-^\^^^ 
territory  hereinbefore  ceded  «"'!*"_,.■: 
nessee,  shall  not  contain  a  !t.flieie»tq«^,, 
land  filforcDltivBtion.aceordiiwW'*^ 
tent  and  meaning  of  ite  origiia'  Ki " 
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incladiDg  the  ludc  within  the  limiu  re*erTed  bjr 
the  SiBie  of  North  Cmrolisa  to  the  Cherokee  Id- 
dian^  to  perfect  nil  exittiog  legal  claiiqs  charged 
thareon  bjr  the  eonditiotu  eontaioed  id  thia  act  of 
oeMioD,  CongriM  will,  hereafter,  providu  bj  law 
for  perfecting  meh  aa  eanaot  be  located  m  the 
territory  sfweaaid,  out  of  the  landa  lying  we*t  or 
aonth  of  the  before  deeerib«<l  line. 
ApproTed,  April  18, 1806. 


Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  FreiideDt  of  the 
United  Slates  be,  and  be  is  hereby  authorized,  at 
saeh  time  aa  he  shall  deem  necessary,  to  require 
of  the  EUecutiTes  uf  the  several  States,  to  take 
effeciaal  measures  to  organize,  arm,  and  equip,  [ 
■ccordiug  lo  law,  and  hola  in  readiness  to  marcn 
at  a  moment's  wamiog,  their  regpecttTe  propor- 
tions of  one  hundred  thousand  militia,  officers  in- 
cluded, to  be  apportioned  by  the  President  of  the 
United  State*,  by  the  militia  returns  of  the  last 
jfear,  in  cases  where  sQcb  returns  were  made, 
in  cases  where  such  returns  were  not  made  the 
last  year,  by  snob  other  data  u  be  shall  judge 
equitable. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  U  JUrther  macttd,  That  the 
President  may,  if  he  iball  judge  it  expedient,  bq- 
iborize  the  ETeculiTea  of  the  sereral  States  to 
iccepi,  as  p«rt  of  the  said  detachment,  ao^  corps 
if  ToluDteera,  who  shall  engage  to  coDtinue  in 
lerrice  six  months  after  they  arrive  at  the  place 
3f  rendezToiu. 


ihall  be  officered  out  of  the  present  militia  offi- 
iers,  or  others,  at  the  option  and  directioa  of  the 
institutional  authority  io  each  State,  respect- 
Telr  ;  the  President  of  the  United  States  appoi^ 
iomng  ihe  general  officen  anooBg  the  respective 
itates  as  he  may  deem  proper. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  it  JvrtAer  enacted,  That  the 
lid  detaebmeot  shall  not  be  compelled  to  serfe 
looger  time  than  sis  months  after  they  arrire 
t  tiie  place  of  rendezTona;  and  that,  during  the 
■ne  of  their  serrice,  they  ^tall  be  entitled  lo  ihe 
loie  part  ration*,  tai  allowance  for  clothing, 
istt  at«  «BlabliKlMd  by.law,  as  the  pay,  rations, 
ad  allowance  for  clolliii^  of  the  Army  of  the 
Inited  Sutes. 

Bmo.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
r«aid«Dt  of  the  United  Slates  be,  ana  he  is  beie- 
y,  autboriaed  to  call  into  actual  service  any 
art,  or  ibe  whole  of  the  said  detachment,  when 
e  shall  judge  the  exigencies  of  the  United  Slates 
iquire  ii ;  if  a  part  of  (he  said  detachment  only 
lali  be  callsd  into  actual  service,  they  shall  be 
■ken  from  such  part  thereof  as  the  President  in 
is  discretion  shall  deem  most  proper. 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  it  fiirfher  enacUd,  That  two 
lilliona  of  dollan  be,  aiul  are  hereby  appropria- 
>d,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Tteasuir  not  other- 


Sac.  7.  And  be  iljurthtr  enacted.  That  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  directing  a  detachment  from  the 
miliiiaof  the  United  Slates,  and  for  erecting  cer- 
tain argenals,"  approved  the  third  of  March,  one 
thousand  eisbl  hundred  and  three,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereBV  repealed, 

Sbo.  S.  And  be  it  furtluT  enacted,  That  ihia 
act  shall  continue,  and  be  in  force  for  the  ti-rm  of 
two  yean  from  the  passing  thereof,  and  no  longer. 

Appcorad,  April  18, 1806. 

An  Act  making'  appropristiona  Ihr  Ae  sap^port  of 
Govsmment  for  the  year  one  Aoosand  eight  buK 
died  and  riz. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.,  That  for  the  eipendltureof 
the  civil  list,  in  the  present  year,  including  the 
coniiiiKent  expenses  of  tbe  several  departments' 
and  officers ;  for  the  compensation  of  the  several 
loan  otficers  and  their  clerks,  and  for  books  and 
stationery  for  the  same;  for  the  payment  of  an- 
Duiiies  and  grants ;  for  the  snpport  of  tbe  mint 
establishment;  for  the  expenses  of  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations ;  for  the  support  of  ligbt- 
bousesj  beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers  ;  for  the 
defraying  the  expenses  of  inrvvying  the  public 
lands  in  the  Territories  of  Indiana  snd  Misaj^- 
iiippi;  and  for  satisfying  certain  miscellaoeoua 
claims,  Ibe  following  sums  be,  and  tbe  same  are 
hereby,  retpectively  appropriated,  that  is  to  say : 

For  compensations  Kranied  by  law  to  the  mem- 
bers of  tbe  Senate  and  House  of  Represeulalivea,  • 
their  officers  and  attendaots,  esiimated  forasession 
of  four  months  and  a  half  continaance,  two  hun- 
driMl  thonsand  five  hundred  and  ejgbljr-five  dollars. 
For  tbe  expense  of  firewood,  stationery,  print- 
ing, and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  tbe  two 
House!!  of  Congress,  thirty-two  thousand  dollars. 
For  all  contingent  exjpenses  of  tbe  library,  and 
Librarian's  allowance  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  six,  four  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  and  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 
Fo(  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  ihai  department, 
luding  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  dollars  for 
--jipensaiion  to  his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
allowed  by  the  act  of  the  second  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  nioety-nine,  twelve 
thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  said  department,  four  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars. 

For  printing  and  distributing  copies  of  the 
laws  of  the  first  session  of  the  nioih  Congress, 
and  printing  the  laws  in  newspaperr,  eight  thou- 
land  two  hundred  and  ETtj  dollars. 

For  special  messengers  charged  with  despatch* 
la^wo  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury,  e^rks,  and  persons  employed  in  hts 
office,  including  those  engaged  on  ihe  bosineaa 
belonging  to  the  late  office  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Revenue,  twelve  thouiand  three  hundred 
dollars. 
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For  ihs  expense  of  traaditiog  forei^  langiM- 
^n,  tllowauce  lo  ih«  penon  employed  in  reeeir- 
lagand  iraDMnittiii^  pauporUftod  bm  leitera,  (U- 
tionerf  and  printiDg,  one  IhoiiNod  dollara. 

For  eompensatioo  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treuury,  clerki,  and  penona  emplDjed  m  Ma 
<^ce,  twelve  tboasand  nine  hnndrM  and  aeveBt^t- 
•evea  dollan  and  eight  ceala. 

For  expenie*  of  ■tattonerj,  printing,  txi  tnet- 
dealal  and  eontiDnnt  ezpensta  of  the  Gomptral- 
ler*!  office,  eight  hniidred  dollara. 

Far  «omp«niatioD  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Tre«*- 
vrj.  olerka,  and  p«r*0Bs  emplAfad  in  hia  offiaa, 
tireWe  thoonnd  two  handred  and  twanly  dollari 
nnd  ninety-three  centa. 

For  expeoM  of  ttnliooery,  printing,  and  inci- 
dental and  eooiingeni  expenses  io  the  office  of 
the  Auditor  of  the  Treaiary,  fire  hiuidred  dol- 
lars. 

For  compematton  to  the  Treunrer,  clfrks  and 
Mraooa  amployed  in  his  office,  fix  ihousaod  two 
kandred  and  tweoty-Mven  doUsRi  and  forty-fire 
cwt*. 

For  expense  of  atatioDery,  printing,  and  inei- 
denial  and  coniiogeot  expeotei  in  the  Treaanr- 
m's  office,  three  hnndred  dollars. 

¥or  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Treas- 
ury, ele^t,  and  penans  employed  in  his  office, 
nst««n  thousand  and  fifly-lwo  dollars. 

For  expense  »f  stationery  and  printing  ia  the 
.  Register's  office,  (inctudiag  books  for  the  pablie 
ato^  and  for  the  amDgement  of  the  marine  po- 
p*M,)  two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

PorconpeoaatioD  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
nissionera  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred 
lod  Sny  dollars. 

For  conipcasatjon  to  the  clerks  employed  fer 
tka  purpose  of  making  draoghis  of  the  seteral 
•utreyt  of  land  in  the  Territory  of  the  Oniced 
States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  in  keep- 
ing the  books  of  the  Treasutjr  in  relation  to  toe 
aniM  of  knds  at  the  •eveml  Und  offices,  thxee 
thousand  four  hundred  dollan. 

For  fuel  xod  other  contingent  exneoses  of  the 
Treasury  Depattmeol,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expeasea  incident  to  thesta- 
tiog  and  printing  the  public  accounts  for  the  year 
one  ibooHUid  eight  hundred  and  six,  one  thou- 
au>d  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  pnrchaoing  hooks,  maps,  and  charts  for  the 
aae  of  the  Tteuury  Department,  four  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  a  Superintendent  em- 
ployed to  secure  the  buildings  and  records  of  the 
Treasary,  during  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,  including  the  expense  of  two 
Valchmen,  and  for  the  repair  of  two  fire  engines, 
btukets,  lanterns,  and  other  incidental  expenses, 
one  thousand  Cre  hundred  dollars. 

For  cuDpeiuuiaD  (o  the  Secretarf  of  War, 
elerk*  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  eleven 
thoassnd  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing, 
and  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Acceoatant  of  the 


War  Department,  oletfa  and  penoiM  emfbyed 
in  his  office,  tea  thousand  nisa  bandnd  ■slim 
dollar*. 

For  contingent  cxpiata  io  thm  oCee  of  is 
Accosntant  of  the  War  nrpTtwiml.  ooc  ihss. 
sand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  titrkm  mwapkajti  ia  ik 
Pavmaster's  offioe,  one  thomasmd  nght  ha^nd 
dollars. 

For  fuel  in  the  said  offica,  ninety  dolkn. 

For  «ompen>Atian  lo  the  Purrejor  of  PaUie 
Supplies,  clerks,  and  persoiu  employed  ia  hii 
(^ce,  ioclndiog  a  sum  of  tvrelTe  honored  doikrs 
for  compenxatioa  to  his  clerks,  in  additinnu^ 
sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  second  lif  rf 
March,  ooc  thousand  serea  hundred  and  ainety- 
nine,  end  for  expense  of  Btationery,  storr  net, 
and  fnel  for  the  said  cffiee,foar  thoinnnd  hi  koD- 
dred  doltarv. 

For  expeoses  incidental  to  tlt«  remonl  of  At 
Purveyors  office  to  Oermantown.  iariag  As 
prevalence  of  ihe  yellow  fever  ia  PUadelphii, 
m  the  year  one  thousand  eight  baited  aad  Brt, 
one  htindred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Seerwmr  of  At  Wavy, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  Ua  tJiee,  wM- 
ing  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  dollnrs,  ia  edditian 
la  the  sum  of  four  thousand  two  hiwAcd  doUar^ 
allowed  by  the  aet  of  the  second  of  Msick,  ens 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  aat,  wae 
tbousaod  eight  hundred  and  ten  doUm 

For  exjwnse  of  AkI,  steiionery-  pnntiag,  aai 
other  contingent  expenses  in  tfaeoaeeofthe  Bc^ 
reiary  of  the  Navf,  two  tboiuaad  daflnr*. 

For  compensation  to  the  AeconnMnt  of  the 
Navy,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  ii  Us  office 
indnJing  the  sum  of  one  tfaoosand  s*e  hmtlrvf 
dollars  for  compensarion  to  his  elerfet,  m  nddiuon 
to  the  BUB  allowed  by  the  net  ef  the  seesed  of 
March,  one  thousand  seren  htnrfred  asid  uincty- 
'»  thousand  four  hnndred  and  ten  doUaia. 
contingent  expenses  in  ilw  cAee  of  the 
Acconntant  of  the  Nary,  aeren  hundred  ^  Xfty 
dollars. 

For  cotopenaetioti  (o  the  PoatBaswr  OfMnl, 
Assistant  Postmasta  Genenl,  tieiia  and  Ma- 
sons employed  in  the  Postmaster  OennnPs  tita, 
tnctoding  a  sum  of  foor  ibeusend  five  hiiiliil 
and  nioely-Sve  dollars,  for  eoospesaeiion  lo  b 
ilerks,  in  ndditien  to  the  snm  aUewed  by  the  act 
^r  the  second  of  March,  one  thoasend  ■ 


Om!^ 


For  expense  of  fneL  oendleii,  home- mat  for  the 
messenger, stationery, ehesiB,  Ac,  enslusanofa- 
penses  of  prosecution,  portwnnieau^  ainil  Uikt, 
and  other  expenses  ineideal  le  the  deyern  ~ 
these  beii^  paid  for  by  tbe  Poeinia  '  '*  ' 
out  of  the  funds  of  tbe  office,  tw«  ti 
hundred  dollars. 

eompensatioB  to  tbe  sevesal  Uen  iftrrri 

thirteen  thoasand  two  bmtdred  and  fifty  dolhr^ 

For  expenses  ineurred  by  retDOvelof  ibckMn 

See  from  New  YoA,  dnnng  the  pfSTslrnn  -f 

e  epidemic  fever  in  t4e  yeer  one  tkotuand  c«k 

hundred  nod  five,  one  hundred  doUus. 
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Fi»  ezpmiiM  Monmd  bf  rcmsr^  of  the  Imd 
office  fcom  PbiUddphu,  daring  the  prev^ace  «f 
the  epidentie  fi?OT,  Ib  the  year  <mc  (kooMiid  c^ht 
hundred  and  fire,  one  handi«d  dolinTa. 

For  cooipeBMiion  to  ibe  elwka  of  tfa«  uvsrsl 
CDiuinusionenof  Loaiu,knd  anBlbmiicetDeflr-- 
UiD  loan  officen,  is  liea  of  ebik  hire,  and  to  de- 
fiajr  the  anthorisM  (cpenaea  of  the  Nvcnl  loan 
offices,  thirteen  thooaand  dollan. 

For  defraying  the  expeneei  of  clHk-hin  in  the 
offiee  of  th«  ConBtmoaer  of  Lmu  of  the  S  tats 
of  PenosvlTaoia,  in  eooMquettao  of  the  kum 
of  the  osBeera  of  the  Tteaiury  Departnent, 
the  year  ona  thovtand  aighl  hnndred,  to  the  pei- 
maaott  aent  tf  OorannHM,  tw  thoOBaad  M- 
lars. 

For  euitpentatioB  to  the  BurreTor  Qenend, 
and  the  elern  eisployed  by  him,  ana  for  ezpaue 
of  ■taiioocry  and  otbm  eontingtneiea  of  the  Sw- 
r  QeiMnl'saffic«^  three  duHuand  two  hundred 


d^l 


For  ctMiipenaatioi  to  the  BtTeyor  rf  the  ta«di 
south  of  the  Bute  of  TeaMsNe,  clerks  employed 
in  his  office,  statiooery  and  otli^  eontiagcscia*, 
three  thouoaad  two  bnndied  doUara. 

For  eompanMtina  lo  (be  (Aeen  of  the  BiiM: 

The  JDtraotor,  two  thouMod  doUara ; 

The  Tremuirer,  one  tiuMuand  two  hnndnd  dol- 


The  AKByer,  one  Awaand  five  hnndred  dol- 

UtBJ 

TheChief  Coiner,  wie  ibonaaad  five  hwdied 
dollars ; 

The  MeJlterai>dBeGlW)On«^o<i'U>dfi*ehan- 
dred  dollars; 

The  Engraver,  one  thoasand  two  hnsdied  dol- 
lars ; 

One  clerk,  at  neTen  huodred  dollars; 

And  two,  at  five  bandred  dollars  each. 

For  the  wages  of  persons  employed  in  the  dif- 
ferent braaches  of  meliiog,  coiaing,  carpenter's, 
inill-wriKht's,  and  smith's  work,  locluding  the  snm 
of  eight  nuDdred  dollars  per  anouis,  allowed  to  an 
assjatant  coiner  and  die  forger,  who  also  ore 
the  execution  of  the  iron  worl^  six  thousand 
bund  red  dollara. 

For  the  repairt  of  fnniRces,  coats  of  roRers  and 
screws,  timlKr,  bar-iroo,  l«ad,  steel,  potash,  and 
for  sll  other  coDtiDgenciBB  of  the  mint,  four  thou- 
sand two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensatioD  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
SecretBcy  of  ibe  Territory  of  (h-leans,  iucludit^ 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ftflf 
dollars,  for  the  salaries  from  the  Qm  of  October  to 
the  thirty-first  of  December,  one  thousaod  eight 
hundred  and  foor,  fifteen  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  ezpenaes  of  the 
ezecotive  officers  of  the  aaid  Territory  inclading 
the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollan,  a  defi- 
ciency  in  the  eppropriatloD  of  one  thousand  eight 
hntidred  and  five,  and  for  Mpme  hire.  Mid  eom- 
pensatlan  of  an  Indian  interpreter,  three  thousand 
seven  hundred  dollan. 

9oi  ezpenw  of  statioaery,  oAee  m^  and  other 
•OBtingaat-cspuics  in  the  anid  TiRitvyjaBd  M 


make  good  a  deficleney  in  the  appropcialioai  for 
the  yeus  one  tbouaad  eight  hundred  sod  four, 
and  one  thouaand  eight  hnodwd  and  five,  ftve 
hundred  And  eighty  •two  doUara  nd  fifty  cents. 

For  eompMsation  to  the  Qov«Nuir,  Judgei,  ud 
3eeHaiy  of  the  MissisMppi  Teiitlory,  fi?e  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  fiity  dollars 

For  eOBipenMUOD  «o  the  Qnyitn.t»,  Judgea^  umI 
Secretary  of  the  Indiasa  Ter titory,  fire  ihouiaad 
one  handrod  and  fifty  dolkn. 

For  expaoMs  of  stationergr,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expensosin  the  said  Territory,  thiaa 
hmdred  aad  fifty  doUwn 

Far  compenaation  lo  (he  Qovemor,  Judgaa,  aa4 

SaCKtary  of  (he  Michigan  Territory,  iaclnding  a 

deicieoey  of  twa  tboasaad  five  buMred  and  mv- 

eoty  five  doUaie,  in  the  appaopiUtioB  for  the  year 

thousand  eiffkt  hoodred  and  five,  for  the  sup> 

Csrt  of  the  said  Government,  aefea  thousand  saves 
nndred  and  twenty-five  doUan. 

For  eapcnaee  of  stationery,  oSoa  mtt,  and  othea 
eouinginit  expaaMs  ia  the  said  Teidtory,  inclail- 
iac  the  sum  «f  six  hmdred  and  forty  ddlus^  to 
defray  similM  expcBMS  aad  otbn*  wiandiBg  Iha 
organization  of  tne  Government  in  the  year  eiM 
thooaand  aicht  hnndied  and  five,  nine  hnodfed 
ud  ninety  ooUars. 

For  compeaiatiDn  io  the  Oovmwr,  Judaea,  and 
8aot«*ary  of  the  LoniaiaBa  Tecrito^,  jbcImiim 
a  deficiency  of  two  tbouMud  five  hundred  aM 
anvatySve  doUain  is  the  apiropriatioa  for  the 
yaar  ooa  tfaowuind  Mfht  htutdied  and  fiva^  for  tf  - 
Nippon  af  the  aaid  OotrentOMiUj  aaraa  ti 
seven  hondrad  and  twanty-flve  •oUaia. 

For  expense  of  staiionery,  ofiea  nM,  aad  otbac 
coBtiBgaQt  expanaaa  i«  tha  said  Tarritory.  for  the 
yean  osc  tboMaod  eight  huadrad  and  five,  and 
oae  thanaaDd  eight  hundiad  aad  six,five  baadrad 
and  twenty-five  doUats. 

For  the  discbarge  of  snch  dcnaads  i^nat  the 
United  Btalas,9n account «f  tha  aivil  d;epariinanl^ 
aet  othciwiae  provided  far,  as  ahall  have  bcui 
admitted  inadiweoursaof  •e(tlameBta(theTTeM- 
tllry,  aad  wbisb  aie  of  a  nalttie,  aeoording  to  «ba 
Dsage  liMMof,  to  raquica  {Mjnaesi  ia  specie,  (wa 
thousand  dollars. 

For  addilioatl  ooapcasalkm  (o  the  clerks  of 
the  sevtaal  Dwartmeauof  Sute,  Treasury,  Wei, 
and  Navy,  and  of  the  Genenl  Pott  Office,  not  b»- 
eecdiag,  Mr  each  depactmeBt,  respectively,  fifteen 
per  OMtUB,  so  addition  t«  ihe  auxna  allowed  far 
the  act,  eatiikd  "Ab  act  to  regqjate  and  fix  the 
eomocnsatioB  of  ckrita,"  deran  thoasMd  eight 
hnuated  and  ejf  hty-five  doUaia. 

For  eompeaaatton  naoied  tinr  law  to  ihe  Chief 
Justice,  Associate  Judges,  and  District  Jod^ea  of 
the  Unilad  Btaiee,  iBolodiac  the  Chief  Jnstiee, 
aad  iwoAasoeiatc  Judges  of  the  Diairictof  Colnaa- 
bia ;  to  the  Altenay  Oeaetal,  aad  to  the  Judge  of 
the  District  of  Orleans,  including  a  deficiency  ia 
iba  apfaaptialioD  fee  bs  eomaaosaiion  in  the  year 
OBa  thamiaad  eight  bundled  and  four,  fifty-aix 
thotMBBd  four  btudted  doUara. 

For  the  like  compensatioB  giaated  to  the  aer- 
nal  Oiatriet  Altoney*  af  ine  Onitad  Staiaa, 
three  thowaMtd  fsor  biudiad  d<rflan. 
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For  compenntioD  to  the  Mintiab  of  the  dit< 
tricts  of  Maine,  New  Hampihira,  VenooBt,  Kaa- 
Inckr,  Ohio,  Eut  kod  W«it  TenneuM,  ud  Or- 
ksns,  ODe  thODnod  lix  haodred  dollus. 

For  defimyiDf  the  expentea  of  th«  Snnreine, 
Cirenit,  and  Dtitrict  Courti  of  the  Uaited  BtatM, 
ineludiDg  the  District  of  Colambia,  and  of  joron 
knd  witnanM,  in  aid  of  the  fnndf  amio^  from 
faea,  forfeiiDrea,  and  peoaltie*,  and  likewna  Utt 
defrapina  the  expeaae  of  proaecntiM  for  oflincai 
a^ioft  n«  Uaited  Statea,and  for  Mfckeepiag  of 
jtiaootn,  forty  Ihonaaad  doHan. 

For  the  parment  of  Mndrv  pauiooa  Ranti 
bf  ibe  Ut«aoT«rDmeiit,  nine  hnadRd  dolura. 

For  the  parment  of  aa  aaniiiiy  granted  to  liie 
children  of  the  late  Colonel  JcAn  Harding,  nnd 
Major  Al«zander  Traeman,  by  an  act  of  Congreaa, 
MMed  the  fonrteentb  of  Maf,  one  thooMad  eight 
hundred,  fix  hundred  dollar*. 

For  the  pa^mentortbeaonaalallownnae  tolhe 
jnralid  peniionen  nf  die  Uoiiad  Sintea,  fhtm  the 
ifth  of  March,  oa«  tfaoaaand  eight  bnodred  nnd 
■ix,  to  the  fontth  ol  Hareh,  one  thoosaod  eight 
bnndred  and  aeren,  ninetf-eight  thotmnd  om- 
Inn. 

For  the  mainlanaace  and  anmort  of  light- 
houwa,  beaeont,  buova,  and  pnoTie  piera,  and 
atakeagt  of  chaanela,  ban,  and  shoals,  and  certain 
eonliagcnt  expensaa,  eightf-oa«  thooMod  ,nnd 
•ichtjr-eighl  dMlar*  ud  two  oeoti. 

For  iha  payment  of  a  commisaian  of  two  and 
a  half  per  cent,  to  ibe  eomnissioners  wfao  niper- 
intanded  tba  erection  of  public  pten  tn  ibe  nrcr 
Ddaware,  fo«  kosdted  nnd  forty-eigbt  ddlan 
nnd  aerenly-one  cents. 

For  fixing  bnopi  in  Long  laland  Sound,  in  nd- 
lilioD  ta  the  nou  beretMore  ap^opriaied  ibr 
that  object,  one  Ihonsaad  three  hundred  and  forty- 
two  dollan  and  thirij-fonr  eentiL 

For  expentea  of  latereoarae  with  foreign  aa- 
tioos,  tbtrty-nina  thonaand  and  fifty  dollan. 

For  the  expcuei  of  the  iatenoatae  betwaen 
tba  Uaited  Stales  and  the  Barhar*  Powen,  in- 
•Indtog  the  coai|Mi»lion  of  the  Conauls  at  the 
savaral  Barbnry  Poweta,  forty-nine  thousand  fire 
bnndred  dollan. 

For  the  ooDiingeDt  expeneea  of  the  intareonne 
with  foreign  nauons,  twoity-aix  tbousand  nine 
•—'-'  and  fiftf  dollars. 

ha  ooaiiBgeni  nxpenaea  of   intareonne 
with  the  Baitary  Fowan,  fifty  thouHUid  dollan. 

For  defnying  the  expense'  of  oanying  inlo 
cfiiKt  the  sixth  article  of  the  British  Treaty,  in 
addition  to  the  (ums  heretofore  appropriated  for 
that  porpotc,  seven  thousand  aaren  bnndred  and 
ifhrdnUare. 

Towards  completing  iha  snrreya  of  pnUic 
lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  in  the  Indian*  and 
UiaaiiMnpi  Territories,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
tbontand  dollars. 

For  the  diaeharge  of  such  miserilaneous  elsinu 
against  tlM  United  3 utes,  not  otherwise  proridcd 
for,  u  shall  hare  btan  admitted  in  doe  eonne  of 
seUlMneoi  at  the  Treasury,  and  which  are  of  a 
mainre,  according  to  the  usage  ibcreol^  to  reqniie 
payment  in  spacM,  fonr  thousand  doUua. 


bnndied  and  fifty  '' 
For  Iha  ooaUBt 


restigatioo  of  claims  noder  th«  Fi-eoefa  Camrt- 
lion  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one  thoosaod  c^ 
hundred  and  three,  in  addition  to  the  •unu  bat 
tofore  appropriated  to  that  purpoan,  tax  Ihomsi 
dollars. 

For  ilie  relief  and  proteetion  of  dittRad 
American  senmen,  seren  thooaaad  fire  bosM 

For  the  salaries  of  the  agesta  at  L4mdaa,Piri), 
and  Madrid,  for  prosecuting  einima  in  relatioais 
captures,  six  tbouHod  dollars. 

For  taa  amount  admitted  at  the  Treamrii 
due,  on  the  fint  of  January,  ea«  rhnnsand  Mnn 
hundred  and  ninetyKma,  to  the  legal  repwMSB- 
tirM  of  the  late  Baroo  deBeaama>chaii,fbraili- 
tary  stores  famished  the  United  SlBMs  derisf 
the  late  war,  indndiag  intereat  on  the  Mmas 
sum  not  excMding  sareoly'^ine  thooaaadfcfliFi. 

For  exploring  the  watcn  of  the  eoaatrycfded 
by  tba  eonreotion  of  the  thirtieth  of  Apnl.«t 
tboasand  eight  hundred  and  three,  nnd  etisUii^ 
iag  commerce  with  the  Indian  tribes  iittfr^f 
the  same,  fire  thousand  doUara. 

Sic.  3.  And  bt  it  fiirtker  asiacferf,  Tha  the 
sereral  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  stall  b* 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  food  of  hi  hu- 
dred  tboasand  dollatB,  tcserred  by  an  net  makiic 
prorision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  Sbicl  and 
out  of  moneys  in  ibe  Treasory,  not  otbBwiM  ap- 
propriated. 

Apprared,  April  18, 1806. 

An  Act  mskiiiB  piDrision  fin  the  eompcnstftei  of  wit- 

DMBss  who  Btlendod  the  trial  erf  tba  inpnchmtBltf 

BaaiDs!  Ohtse. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  to  erery  witneannK 
moned  to  allena  the  (rial  of  the  ioprachmeni  of 
Bamuel  Chase,  there  shall  b«  slIow«d  aad  paid 
for  erety  day's  aiteodaoce  upon  the  said  uial  the 
turn  of  three  dollars  ;  and,  also,  for  mileage  ai  the 
rate  of  twelte  and  an  half  ceata  for  erery  mile 
distance  coming  lo  the  City  of  Washiagtin,  and 
relurniag  to  the  usual  place  of  residence  of  ibi 
witnesses,  respeciirely. 

Seo.  2.  Attdbiiiptrfherrwiettd,  ThalitibsU 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senau  lo  ss- 
certain  and  certify  the  amount  due  to  each  wit- 
ness for  attendance  and  ihileage;  which  certifi- 
cate shall  be  a  euEGcienl  roucber  to  cDiltlethe 
witness  to  receire  from  the  Treasury  o[  lbs 
United  Statea  the  amaanl  certified  to  be  doe,  on- 
lest  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Senate. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  tht 
sum  of  six  thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  todt- 
fray  the  expenses  to  be  incurred  under  the  pco- 
risions  of  this  act,  lo  be  paid  out  of  any  monejia 
the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriAied. 

Approred,  April  21,  1806. 


menlwy  to  the  act  prendini  ibr  a  Haval  Peac*£i 
tablidiment,  aiid  for  other  purpoasa." 
Be  it  enaOed,  fc,  That  the  soeoad  nod  fonni 
seoiinnt  of "  Aa  aai  fioriding  for  a  Naval  Pan 
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PmbUe  AeU  ^  Coi^nm. 


siabliahmeat,  tDd  Tor  other  pmrposes,"  ba,  and 


resident  of  ths  United  Blatet  b«.  tnd  be  n 
»eby,  kDthoriKed  to  keep  in  metnil  wrriMiB 
me  of  peace,  m  msiir  of  the  frig>Mi  and  otW 
iblic  arm«d  TCMeb  of  the  United  Suiet,  u  in 
a  judgment  tb«  natnn  of  the  service  maf  re- 
tire, and  to  eaose  the  reaidn  thereof  to  be  laid 
)  in  ordioary  in  oonTenient  ports. 
Sec.  a  And  be  it  JvrtMer  maOad,  That  the 
iblic  armed  reHels  of  the  Uoiied  Btatea,  in  ae- 
al  serrice,  in  lime  of  peace,  shall  be  offieered 
id  maoDed,  as  the  •Vreaident  of  the  United 
tales  shall  direct:  Pnvidtd,  That  the  ofilean 
lalt    not   eieeed    the  following  aainbera  and 


le  hundred  and  fifty  midehipmen  ;  bnt  the  Mid 
Seers  shall  reeeire  no  more  than  half  thdr 
oDlfalrpay,  daring  the  time  when  they  shall 
It  be  nader  orders  for  actual  service:  And  pro- 
ded  further,  That  the  whole  nnmber  of  able 
amen,  ordibary  Seamen,  and  boys,  ahall  not  ex- 
ted  nine  hundred  and  twenty-ftre  ;  hnt  ihc  Presi- 
:at  may  appoiot,  for  the  vessels  in  actual  ser- 
ce,  so  many  ittrgeons,  surgeons'  mates,  aail- 
igmasters,  chaplains,  pursers,  boatswains,  gun- 
srs^  sail  makers,  and  carpenters,  as  may  in  his 
linion  be  necessary  and  proper. 
ApproTed,  April  21, 1806. 

n  Act  tar  tba  iwilation  of  the  times  of  luddinK  dia 
courts  of  the  District  of  Ccdnnitua,  and  for  othor 
pnrpoMs. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.^  That  the  circuit  court  for 
P'ashingtoB  county,  m  the  District  of  Columbia, 
lall  hereafter  commence  and  be  held  on  the  first 
londay  in  June  in  each  year,  instead  of  the 
lurtb  Monday  in  July,  as  now  fixed  by  law ;  and 
le  circuit  court  for  Alexandria  county,  in  Mid 
[strict,  on  the  first  Uooday  in  Jnly,  instead  of 
le  fourth  Monday  in  June,  as  now  established  ; 
id  that  theeiieuii  conit  for  Washinston  eoanty, 
'hich  now  standa  adjourned  to  thefoarth  Moa- 
ly  in  July  next,  smII  be,  and  ia  hereby  ad- 
lurned  to  the  fiiai  Monday  in  Jane  next ;  and 
le  circuit  eoari  for  Alexandria  conaty  shall  he 
Jiourned  to,  and  held  on  the  first  Monday  in 
aly  next ;  and  that  all  proeeas  whalsoavei,  now 
Bued,  or  that  may  be  issned  in  the  respective 
lunties  of  Washington  and  Alexandria,  in  aaid 
istrict,  reramable  to  the  fbonb  Hondaya  in  Jane 


sys  in  June  and  Jnly  next,  or  to  ei .  _    ,  „ 

ays  in  the  first,  second,  or  other  succeeding 
'eeks  during  the  said  terms,  respcetirely,  as  now 
Y  this  law  eslaUiahedi  and  all  canaea.  teeogf- 
izances,  pleas,  and  proeaeduwa,  civil  ana  criini- 
al,  returnable  to,  and  depeninng  before  the  said 
Durts,  at  the  reapective  tinaca  of  holding  the 
ima  as  hflretoforo  estahliihcd,  aluil  ha  ntariMd 


and  eontinaed  to  the  aaid  iial  Honday  in  Jtine 
and  July  next,  in  the  lame  eonnties,  respectively, 
in  tha  sama  ntannar,  aa  if  the  aaid  canses,  reeog- 
nisaneea,  plus  and  proeeadinga,  had  been  rui^- 
larly  ratatned  ot  eontinned  to  the  nid  reapectiva 
timae  appointed  bjr  this  net,  for  holding  the  said 

Sbo.  S.  And  Ae  it  Jialher  maetid,  That  the 
nravisions  of  the  aet,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  r» 
lief  of  laaolveu  t  debtoia  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lamtna,"  ahntl  extend  to  any  debtor  who  may  have 
baeOjOT  hereafter  shall  ba.ancated  and  boldenlo 
bail  in  the  said  diatrict,  ana  who,  at  the  time  of  his 
areeat,  dull  have  been  a  reaidant  in  the  aaiddistriet 
■e  year  next  preeadin    ' 

Ai^covad,  April  21, 1 

An  Act  eontinning  in  ibrce  fiii  a  fnithai  time,  the  Ibat 
sacUon  of  the  set,  entitled  "An  act  further  t»  pro- 
tect the  commerce  snd  sesmeQ  of  the  United  Statea 
■gsiost  the  Baibsiy  Powers. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc,    That  so  much  of  tba  act 
passed  on  the  tventy-fiflh  day  of  March,  one  tboo- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  four,  entitled  "An  act  fuf 
ther  to  protect  the  commerca  and  seamen  of  the 
Uoitpd  States  against  the  Barbary  Powers."  as  ia 
coDtaioed  in  the  first  section  of  the  said  act,  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  continued  in  force  until  iheend 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 
Approved,  Aptil  21, 1S06. 

Aa  Attn 

••«««si      _  ,         „ 

land,  wilhiD  tba  Tenitccy  of  Orleans,  and  the  die- 

Be  itmaated,  fc^  That  evary  person  or  pMsona 
aUmiag  a  tract  of  land,  by  virina  of  tba  aecond 
section  of  the  act,  to  whlcn  this  act  ia  a  aapito- 
ment,  and  who  had  comnMneed  an  actnol  settla- 
meat  im  anch  traet^  prior  lo  the  firat  day  of  Oeto* 
ber,  one  thonnnd  eight  hnndred,  and  bad  continti- 
ed  actually  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  tha  same,  dtil> 
ing  the  term  of  three  years  from  the  time  wh« 
snchaeraal  settlement  Wd  emnoienced,  and  prior 
>  the  twentieth  day  of  December,  eighteen  nii»- 
dred  and  three,  shall  ne  considered  as  having  mad* 
sqeh  sattleinent  with  the  pennianoQ  of  the  proper 
Spanish  officer,  although  it  nay  not  b«  m  tha 
power  of  soeh  person  or  persons  to  produoa  anilft- 
eient  avideace  of  inch  peminion. 

Bm.  S.  And  be  i^fialhar  enmeted,  That  evary 
peiaoo  Of  petaona  rl^htfalty  claiming  a  tract  MT 
laod,  not  exceeding  six  huadrad  and  forty  acre*, 
by  virtte  of  the  ael  to  iriiieb  this  act  is  a  supple- 
ment, shall  be  confirmed  in  his  or  their  etaitns,  if 
otherwiss  embraced  by  tba  provisions  of  the  sold 
net,  allhongh  the  person  or  persons,  nnder  wboaa 
the  claim  or  olninu  originated,  were  not  at  the 
lime  when  the  niiie  originated,  above  the  age  of 
twentv-one  yean;  P)vnde(L  That  the  tract  ot 
laod  thus  elaimsd,  had  bean  for  the  s^ce  of  tes 
eonseentiTC  years,  prior  to  the  twentieth  day  of 
Deoamber,eighieennnndradandtlHM,intbe(iaiet 
possession  of,  and  actually  inhabited  and  cultivat- 
ed by  sijclt  penon  oi  penons^  or  ft)r  hit  w  their  use. 
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Brno.  a.  Amdbe  U Jialktr emaOei,  Ttet  tkc 
(mie  Axed  br  the  aet  to  wbiek  ihis  act  M  a  aopplv- 
mait,  for  Mimm^  to  tb«  wfitw  of  tkc  pnipet 
bmrf  oCee,  iMNieei  IB  wriiiBg,  utd  the  »rkua  en* 
dnma  of  cUim  to  the  knd  in  (he  Tcnilofy  •f 
Oileao*,  (m,  tad  the  nme  U  barefcr  oMadtA,  till 
the  Grat  diy  of  Jmnnair  next ;  and  penoni  ddivar- 
iog  MKh  noMM  asd  eridckcM,  ahdl  be  eatitled  to 
Ike  Mnu  beiwiis  u  if  the  him  had  been  ddirerad 
pnorfotheflAtdaf  ofMuehkei;  buthei^ltti 
«f  auah  ftnota,  u  ehall  neslect  ao  doiaE,  wilhia 
(he  tiHM  liaited  b^  tfaii  aei^ibaU  be  han«d,asd 
the  cTidcnee*  at  thairelain»  nemr  after  adaittod 
■•  endeaee,  in  the  Haa  maaaer  ae  bad  beea  p(o- 
Tided  br  the  foorih  aeeiioa  of  iheaetto  whieh  ihii 
act  it  a  ■applcmeat,  in  lalatiiM  Is  daiaMs  aouace, 
and  written  evideDeea  of  wbleb,  •boaU  sol  be 
deliTeied,  prior  to  the  nid  &nt  dajr  of  March  h*!. 

Bec.  4.  And  be  Ufyrttur  enacted.  That  the 
regi«l«n  of  tbc  land  «nces  in  the  Tenitoff  of  Or- 
leau,  reipecIiTcl]r,be,aad  the)[«rebereby,RaibOT- 
ized  lo  appoint  mo  mMaj  depaliei,  n'ot  exceeding 
one  for  each  eomtf ,  in  ibeir  ivspeetire  dhtrietr 
u  tbeir  may  think  neeetMry ;  whose  duty  it  ahal 
be  to  reeeire,  enter,  and  flle  notice*,  and  to  reccire 
and  record  written  eridenee*  of  claima  to  Undi 
lying  in  tbe  Coaiity,  or  eOnntiet,  to  tbem  rcspect- 
irelr  auigned,  in  the  nme  manner  ai  tbe  register 
miant  do  i  and,  alac^  lo  trannnit  to  tbe  regifter  the 
•aid  notice*  and  endencea,  or  nicb  iranscripti  of 
■batracla  of  tbe  aane,  •■  the  isid  rtgitter,  or  the 
comnuMionera,  may  direct;  and  seoenlly  to  do 
■ad  parfona  all  aneh  aott,  ta  rilati—  to  aBofa 
claim«,u  tbe  ««d  vagiaMr  inaydiraet.  PeMani 
having  clainM  to  land  mwf  ddiver  the  noiieca  and 
erideneea  of  the  mat,  at  their  option^  eHher  U 
the  Ngieter  of  the  proper  land  ^oe,  arte  hie  dep- 
uty, for  the  ooantf  in  wbiah  auch  land  Uea  t  and 
enen  of  the  nid  depntiea  ihall  be  entiiM  lo  raecive 
the  reeordiag  feee,  allowed  ta  tha  regHter.by  the 
aai  U  whieb  thia  act  ia  a  anpf  Iobbm,  and  w  ^dt- 
lios  ihentO)  (or  a  eompaaiuioa  of  ive  hnndrad 
dollan  in  full  for  all  hla  aervieea,)  at  the  rate  of 
•Bt  dollar  for  anay  eUm  Ued  with  hka,  to  be 
paid  OM  ttf  tha  Moneya  aparmiaied  for  aalriying 
nt«  afieel  the  act  to  whieh  tnit  net  ia  n  anpple- 

8ae.  &.  And  be  it  fiaHKr  emxted,  That  the 
aamnuaaiaaen,  appoialed  for  the  parnoae  of  ae- 
omaining  the  rifbla  of  peraaaa  eldsing  Inn 
the  Territory  of  OrlBoaa,  ahaM,  ia  their  wapeetiTe 
diatrioiB,  have  the  mbc  power*,  and  perfarm  the 
aame  dune*,  in  relation  to  the  claima  Uina  filed  be- 
fore the  drat  day  of  Jaaaiary  next,  aa  if  notice  of 
the  Mine  bad  been  giyan  before  tbe  firat  dny  of 
Hereb  leai,  and  aa  waa  paondad  by  tha  aet  to 
wbiah  tbi*  aet  ii  a  anpfdenient,  in  relation  to  tbe 
alahna  therein  deaeribed.  Traneeripu  of  tbe  da- 
aUiana  of  tbe  nid  eomtniaaioaera,  and  refMtrta  of 
the  olaima  filed  in  eonformit*  with  the  proTiuona 
of  thia  aet,  ahall  b*  Made  atd  trnntmitled,  aa  we* 
provided  by  the  not  to  whieh  this  net  ia  a  anpple- 
mant,  ia  ruation  to  tbe  elaims  therein  deeenbed. 
It  ahall  likewiec  be  the  duty  of  the  Mid  eonmia 
•ioaer^  to  inaaira  into  the  natara  and  aMeal  of 
tbe  olaiiaa  whiah  mij  Mite  fioaa  n  nnbc  or  inp- 


poaed  right,  ton 
on  tbe  hack  of  g 


■ade  by  the  Sonniah  GorcnaMat.  nbtcyr' 
the  irai  day  U  April,  one  thoMaJ  oc  n 
died,  fee  laa^  arhieh  i 


iabBbit«4  on  the  tweniieih  day  «f  Dmk  i 
thonaand  eight  bwdied  and  Unt;  ■daat 
■necint  report  tbewi—  le  the  banij  i, 
TKaHiT;  which >«fortdnUk,kTknji( 
fore  Ceayeae  at  tbeu  acxt  caaaief  ma  i; 
the  lead*  which  any  be  wBJKvntUmin 
aball  not  be  otberwiaa  d^oaii  «nbi> 
cinon   td  Cangana  ^allhanhnhie 

San.  &  Andbe  U  Jm^ue eaadd-Jkn 
tbe  ragialer*  afoeeaaid,  ahaU,  i*  td^i- 
otlMT  emotaoMBia,  receiae  a  tanpcMfir :  !■ 
hnndred  dollar*  for  the  •nrica  to  k  prn 
andf*  *i*  eet  prior  to  the  fiM  ii^ixe 
next;  and  each  of  tbe  eonmrnmoim- 
ahall  reenre  at  the  rate  of  aix  iijlui*  - 
erery  day**  aetnal  attendance  oa  Otki" 
office,  rabaeooeai  to  the  ifM  day  <fJaa<^ 
provided,  That  tbe  whole  •■MMofcX" 
tioB  thtt*  alloiwed,  ahall  not,foruien*«^ 
exceed  two  tbooannd  dollar*:  Jjtf pnti'^ 
That  the  Preaident  of  iha  Caiud Sizar . 
he  (ball  think  proper,  reduce,  tfirtikisi'i 
Jaaoaiy  next,  the  nnmber  of  Mii»*' 
eitber  or  botb  bonrda,  to  ooe  or  im  F*" 
in  ease  tf  such  redncticm  tbe  t*"**?" 
commiasionera  oonstinicing  l^'^ff  "^ 
the  same  power*  which  are  rettri  Vw'- 

Stbe  act  to  which  this  act  n  ■  ^r^' 
t  board  established  br  tb*  act  v  «>.> 
■ct  is  a  nippIeDMnl.  The  dnk"*"' ' 
board*  ahall  be  entitled  to  RwiKua"' 
fifteen  hundred  doHars  a  year ;  tk*  "*• 
tbe  rate  of  six  hundred  dalUn>Teia| 
^enti  empIoTed  by  tbe  SecRnrrelitt'* 
u?y  at  the  nrte  of  Ifteen  i*oM  UW'1 
ftora  the  Brat  day  of  Jantwryaen  "r^ 
when  eaeb  board  ahati  rapeeiiniT  h  M^ 
Pttmlded,  That  no  more  tha*  we  ^'"fL 
aation  be  thai  alhiwod  to  '^'^^^'Itj 
translator*,  and  agents:  Aidp«w^.'*V 
the  Beereiiry  of  the  Tre*«tiiy  ■*T_**^ 
eitber  one  or  both  of  md  ^mi^"*" 
aball  think  it  proper.  ,  _  ,, 

Sbo.  7.  M  be  it  Jiirtker  mdd,  wj 
eonmiaeleners  appointed  for  (b*  P*T!*f ^ 
taining  ih*  rights  of  pertona,  eluaiv  •^^ 
the  Terrllorie*  of  Orleans  *ad  I'<*'"'^„% 
they  are  hereby  anthoriied,  if  Ihij;  tb'U^f, 
neceesary,  for  tbe  pwpoae  of  ^•""^z?'- 
denee,  either  in  aappon  of,  m  in  "^  . 
claima,  whieh  eridenee  oooW  aei  "P'^ 
nanal  pUee  of  their  nttlDg*,  *'*>«''^ 
to  the  paitie*  or  witneasca,  to  ren««  "i™*; 
or  to  *«d  for  that  parpo*e,  en*  «  """^ 
of  tbe  board,  lo  auch  other  pl*M  or  phW" 
dj>tricta.a«th*fBi*T<^i'^ 
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t  uarytoma  to  aaah  otker  pheeof  pben,  Bhalli 
•aditiOB  M  bu  floapMialMO,  ncein  at  Lh« 
a  of  aiK  dolbin  for  wttf  iwmr  milv,  gotag 
tod  retDrniDd  froai  raeh  place  or  placM:  Prxf- 
ed,  That  a*  OMamigMOBcr  ihaUMcav*  in  the 
ol«,  oa  ibMt  Mconnt,  man  tbaa  for  th«  dia- 
cc,  from  Uw  mial  pteea  of  tha  nttiags  of  iba 
ird  to  th«  •xlnoM  — lUcwiaU  within  his  n- 
«(iT«  distriet. 

3eo.  8.  And  be  U  ^fitrOer  enacted,  That  neh 
the  boartla  afbrexud  sfaaR  prepare,  and  cmme  to 
prepared,  the  repom  tod  tianacripta,  vhieti  by 
r  the^  are  directed  to  make  to  the  Secretary  of 
I  Treaaurjr,  io  canfbnnity  with  mch  fbrma  as 
may  prescribe,'  and  tbey  ihaH  also,  in  their 
eral  proeeedingi  and  decisions,  conform  to  lueh 
tructiooB  as  the  Mid  Beeretary  may,  with  (he 
Hobaiion  of  the  Praident  of  the  United  Siatea, 
pimit  to  them  in  relation  tbereio. 
3bc.  9.  And  be  U  fitrOur  enacUd,  That  the 
'Tcyor  of  the  pablic  l*nd«  looth  of  Tenoessee 
and  he  is  herebv  directed  to  appoint  a  [irinci- 
I  deputy  for  eacQ  of  the  two  land  districts  of 
)  Territory  of  Orleans,  whose  duly  it  shall  be 
reside  nnd  keep  an  office  in  the  Mid  districts 
ipectiTely,  to  execute,  or  cause  to  be  executed 
Ibe  other  deputies,  such  surveys  as  have  been 
may  be  antborized  b^  law,  or  as  the  commi»- 
iners  aforesaid  may  direct;  to  file  and  record  all 
eh  flurveys,  to  form,  as  far  as  practicable,  con- 
cted  drafts  of  the  lands  graated  in  the  district, 
as  to  exhibit  the  lands  remalDLDg  TacanC,  and 
nernlly  to  perform  in  sach  districts  respectively, 
conformity  with  the  regulations  and  iostruc- 
tns  of  the  MJd  surveyor  of  the  public  lands 
ulh  of  the  Slate  of  Teanessee,  the  duiiei  im- 
«ed  by  law  on  said  surveyor.  Add  each  of  the 
id  principal  deputies  shall  receive  an  ansual 
mpeuMtion  of  Ore  hundred  dollars,  and  in  ad- 
tion  thereto,  the  following  fees,  that  Is  to  My: 
r  examining  and  recording  the  surveys  eiecuif  d 
'  any  of  the  dejiuties,  at  the  rate  of  iwenty-flve 
Disfor  every  mile  of  the  boDiidary  line  of  such 
rvey;  and  for  a  certified  copy  of  any  plot  of  a 
irvey  in  the  office,  twenty-five  cents. 
Seo.  10.  And  be  it  JutOw  nacted,  That  the 
tesidaat  of  the  United  State*  be,  and  ha  henby 
,  autboiized,  whenever  he  shall  think  it  proper, 
I  appoint  a  leoeiver  of  paUie  monevs  kv  the 
estern  district  of  the  Territory  ef  Orleans,  who 
lall  reoaive  the  nme  annaal  conpensaUon,  give 
■cnrily  in  the  aauM  manner  ana  in  the  Nme 
ims,  and  whoae  dutiea  aad  eoikeritiee  ahall,  in 
rery  respect,  be  the  Mme  in  relau<w  to  the  lands 
'hieb  shall  hereafter  bediapoecd  of  at  tbeir  offices, 
I  are  by  Uw  prarided  with  respeet  to  the  re- 
givers  of  publie  moneys,  in.  the  aeveral  offices 
itablished  for  the  disponl  of  the  lands  of  the. 
toited  States  north  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  above 
le  mouth  of.  Kentucky  river.  And  the  said  re- 
eivei,  and  the  register  of  the  land  office,  for  the 
tme  district,  shall,  whenever  the  public  lands 
rithin  the  Mme  shall  be  offered  for  sale,  be  enti- 
led to  the  earae  eommiMioos  and  fees,  which  are 
1  Uw  respecllrely  allawad  lo  the  aaaie  offieen, 


north  or  ibe  river  Ohio,  and  above  the  month  of 
Ken  tacky  river. 

Be«.  11.  Aitd  be  U  JwrAer  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  tbe  United  State*  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by authorized,  whenever  he  shall  think  it  proper, 
to  direct  so  much  of  tbe  public  lands  Iviog  in  the 
western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  a* 
shall  have  been  surveyed  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  sup- 
plemenlj  to  be  ofiered  for  sale.  All  such  land 
shall,  with  the  exception  of  the  section  "  aumbec 
•izte«i,''  whieh  shall  be  reserved  in  each  town- 
ship for  the  aap^K  oi  schools  within  the  Mme ; 
with  the  exception,  also,  of  an  entire  townahip, 
to  be  located  ty  the  Secretary  of  the  TreasnrV, 
for  the  nH  of  a  Hminary  of  learning,  and  willt 
tbe  exception,  also,  of  the  salt  springs,  and  land 
coDliguoiu  thereto,  which,  by  direction  of  Ibe 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  may  be  reserved 
for  the  future  disposal  of  the  Mid  States,  shall 
be  ofiered  for  mIc  Io  the  highest  bidder,  under  the 
direction  of  the  register  of  the  land  office,  of  the 
receiTer  of  public  moneys,  and  of  the  principal 
deputy  aurveyor ;  and  on  such  day  or  days,  aa 
shall,  nv  a  public  proclaraatton  of  the  President 
of  tbe  United  States,  be  designated  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  Mies  shall  remain  open  for  three  week*, 
and  DO  longer:  tbe  land  shall  be  sold  for  a  price 
not  less  than  that  which  has  been,  or  may  be  fixed 
by  law,  for  Ibe  pablic  land*  in  thelliwiwippiTei> 
ritory,  and  shall,  in  every  other  respect,  be  sold  in 
tracts  of  the  Mme  size,  on  the  Mme  terms  and 
conditions  as  have  been,  or  may  be,  by  law  pro- 
vided for  the  lands  sold  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory. The  superintendents  of  the  saia  public 
sains  shall  receive  six  dollars  each,  for  each  .day'* 
atteodaaoe  on  the  Mid  sales.  All  lands,  other 
titan  tbe  reserved  sections,  and  those  excepted  aa 
above  meniioned,  remaining  ansold  at  the  cloaiof 
of  tbe  public  sates,  may  be  disposed  of  at  private 
sale  by  tbe  register  of  the  land  office,  in  the  uma 
manner,  nuder  the  same  r^ulalions,  for  the  mmb 
price,  and  on  the  Mme  terms  and  conditions,  a* 
are,  or  may  be  provided  by  Uw  for  the  sale  of  the 
Unds  of  tbe  United  Slates  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory ;  and  patents  shall  be  obtained  for  all  Undc 
granted  or  sold  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  on  the  Mme  terms  as  are,  ot 
may  be,  provided  by  Uw  ibt  Unds  sold  in  the 
UissiMippi  Territory. 

Sec  ii.  And  be  it  JUrOur  enacted,  That  the 
location,  or  localioiu  of  land,  which  may  be  made 
in  the  Territory  of  Orleaoi^  by  Maior  Oeoentl  La- 
fayetl^  by  virtue  of  the  act  to  wnich  thia  act  u 
a  suppleineot,  shall  and  may  be  receiTed,  Ihougli 
cupiaining  less  than  one  thousand  acres.  Pro- 
tided.  That  no  such  location  or  survey  shall  con- 
tain lets  ihan  five  hundred  acres. 

Seo.  13.  And  be  it  Jvriher  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  be  authorized  lo  eaUM 
a  survey  to  be  made  of  the  seacoast  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans,  from  the  moutb  of  the  Missis* 
sippi  to  Vermillion  bay,  inclusively,  and  as  much 
farther  westwardly  is  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  shall  direct,  and  also  of  tbe  hays,  in- 
Uti,  and  navigable  waten  cooaected  therewith. 
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Provided,  Thai  the  expeoM  ot  lucb  aarref  shall 
nol  exceed  fire  ibouund  dollan. 

8sc.l4.  Andbeitfiirihermacttd,  ThataaDin 
not  exceeding  tweniy  thousand  doltan,  in  addi- 
tioa  to  the  aam  apptopriaied  br  the  act  to  irhich 
fhi«  act  is  a  supplemeat,  and  to  be  paid  out  of 
anf.  UDsppropriated  moneys  in  the  Treaaurf,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  pnr- 
pose  of  earrfing  this  act  into  eflbet 

Approved,  April  21,  1806. 

An  Act  Tcapectinf  the  cUimi  to  Uod  in  the  Infana 
Tonttatr,  and  Bute  «f  Ohto. 

Be  ii  macled,  ^c,  That  the  registers  and  re- 
ceiTBTs  of  public  moners,  of  the  districts  of  Vin- 
cenues  and  Easlroslcias,  respectirelf ,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered,  noder  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  lay 
out  one  or  more  tracts  of  land  in  their  icspectire 
districts,  for  the  purpose  of  locating  therein  tracts 
of  land  granted  by  virtue  of  aoy  legal  French  or 
British  grants,  or  of  any  resolution  or  act  of  Con- 
gress. Proeided,  That  the  tracts  thos  laid  oat 
■ball  be,  wbenerer  practicable,  adjoining:  the 
tracts,  which,  in  conformity  with  former  laws, 
had  been  laid  out  for  similar  parposes  fay  the 
QoTemors  of  the  Northwest  or  Indiana  Tenrtto- 
ries;  and  the  tracts  thus  laid  out  shall  not  be 
otherwise  disposed  of,  unless  by  order  of  Coogresj, 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  any 
person  or  persons  entitled  to  grants  of  land  by 
Tirtue  of  any  former  resolution  or  act  of  Con- 
gress, which  are  not  specifically  designated  in  the 
patents  issued  by  the  Ooremors  aforesaid,  or 
which  have  not  yet  been  located,  shall  hare  a 
right  to  locate  the  same  in  the  tract  or  tracts,  to 
be  laid  out  in  each  district,  respectively  by  virtue 
of  the  preceding  section  j  the  priority  of  such 
locations  shall  u  determined  by  lot,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  reffiiter  of  the  land  office,  with  whom 
the  location  shall  be  entered ;  and  the  Surveyor 
Oeneral  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  snrveyed  at 
the  expense  of  the  parties.  Provided,  That  ell 
the  lands  thus  located,  shall,  in  each  tract  laid  out 
for  that  purpose,  be  laid  out  in  a  body,  without 
leaving  any  intervals  of  vacant  land,  and  shall 
each  be  surveyed  in  the  form  of  a  sqnare  or  of  a 
parallelogram,  the  length  of  which  shall  not  ex- 
ceed three  times  its  breadth. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fitriher  enacUd,  That  the 
registers  and  receivers  aforesaid,  shall  complete 
and  transmit  their  reports  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaaun',  before  the  first  day  of  Decemlwr  next. 
Each  of^ihe  officers  shall  be  allowed  an  additional 
compensation  of  five  hundred  dollars,  and  each  of 
the  clerks  of  the  respective  boards  shall  be  allow- 
ed an  additional  compensation  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars^  for  his  services  as  sucb,  in  rela- 
tion to  such  claims. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted,  That  the 
register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  in  the 
district  of  Cincinoati  be,  and  they  are  herehr,  au- 
thorized to  grant  certificates  of  a  right  or  pre- 
onption  to  any  person  residing  on  any  reserved 
section,  other  than  sectitm  "  number  sixteen,"  for 
the  tract  on  wbieh  he  resides,  on  the  applieant^  | 


producing  sKtisfaetory  «vidcite«  that  ka  <km 


withn  the  provisioiii  of  tke  aeTcothMia 
of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  "■*^'"y  proviwn  far 
the  disposal  of  the  paUic  Inds  tn  the  Isdiw 
Territnry,  and  for  other  porpoaes."  PmM 
Tliai  the  person  shall  exhibu  the  eTidence  tf  b 
claim,  and  shall  hare  paid  at  Ifsf  one  tveanal 

£rt  of  the  parduse  noutr  oa  oc  bcfose  the  in 
J  of  Aognsl  next.  And  promded,  ate.  1^ 
such  eartifleaus  ahall  not  be  sr«ot«d  foraay  Issdi 
previously  granted  in  sold,  <k  for  a  lam  ma 
than  a  qiiarter  of  a  s«ctioa,  nor  for  any  other  ma 
than  that  on  which  he  isaidea,  and  sad  hsA 
shall  be  granted  at  tbeaame  naiea,  aad  aa  iht  )»• 
meats  being  made,  as  for  othar  pnUie  iaadt  m< 
at  private  wle. 
Approved,  April  21, 1806. 


An  Act  to  legnlate  and  fix  tha         , 

sad  to  salhoriie  the  laytns  oat  of  cotm  |aliK 

roads,  and  for  other  purposaa. 

Be  itenocfetZ,^- That  the  SeciMariesorSblt. 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departmenti  ihaJJ  ht, 
and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  appmion  the 
compensations  for  clerks  in  ihelr  re^nttive  de- 
partments in  such  manner  as  the  service* u  be 
performed  shall,  in  their  jadg:ment,  re^niii:P»- 
vided,  That  the  whole  amoant  of  ordiuty  e<«- 
pensations  for  clerks  in  the  aaid  denartBcoI^  re- 
spectively, shall  not  exceed  the  foUowiag  stuns 
annually,  that  is  to  say ; 

For  toe  Department  of  States  aevai  thoBand 

le  hundred  and  fiAy  doUara. 

For  the  Treasury  Department  fbrly-Av  tboa- 
sand  two  hundred  and  t^reoty-aerea  Julian  aaj 
ity-etgbtcentLihatis  toaay:  iatfaa  office gf 
jecreiary  of  the  Treasnir,  tea  thonaad  i«« 
Ired  and  eighty-nine  doUars  and  ei^ry-one 
i;  in  the  coEce  of  the  ConptntllcT  of  the 
Treasury^  nine  thounnd  and  sixty  levta  dcilati ; 
in  (he  office  of  the  Auditor,  e^t  thooond  ci{ki 
hundred  and  eleven  doUan  ;  ui  the  offiae  of  tte 
Treasurer  of  the  United  Slates,  twe  thooaad 
eight  hundred  and  sereo^n  dollars  and  fbrty-in 
cents;  and  in  the  office  of  the  Repsiei  of  tk 
Treasnrr,tbirteen  ihooiand  two  hnadredaadfia- 

-iwo  dollars  and  two  eenta. 

For  the  Department  of  War,  aixu^  ihoaMst 
five  hundred  and  forty  doUar^  that  is  to  sty:  ii 
the  office  of  the  Beerctarf,  aix  thoosa^  ikia 
htmdred  and  forty  ddlars;  in  the  office  of  ib 
Acconntant  (rfthe  War  Dep^rtntea^  eig^i^  <^ 
Mnd  five  bnndred  dollars;  ud  in  the  o£ce  ef  tk 
Purveyor  of  Pablie  Sap[djes,  one  thoiuaad  «ns 
hundred  dollara. 

For  the  Department  of  the  Nary,  twelve  ibse- 
sand  nine  hnndred  dolUn,  that  ia  to  ^y  :  is  ik 
office  of  the  Secretary,  fbor  thoosud  aiaekn- 
dred  ddlars ;  and  in  the  office  of  the  Aceoviias: 


the  United  States  sl«fi  ht 
and  hereby  is,  authorised  to  apjMMnt  such  ayp*" 
of  clerks  in  his  office  u  he  shall  jodge  prop*r,u^ 
to  apportion  their  compensatioaa  in  aoch  ins«>^ 
ta  the  serricca  to  be  iwideted  by  each  ahal^ate 
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iadgment,  reqaiie:  Provided,  That  the  whole 
tmonnl  of  ordiDur  compeusatioDS  for  clerks  in 
:lie  said  office  shall  not  exceed  the  BU<n  of  nine 
housand  three  buodred  and  forty-fire  dollan  an- 
aually. 

Sec.  S.  And  beitjvr&ter  enaeUd,  That  the  W- 
'eetor  of  the  Mint  be,  and  ha  ia  hereby,  an  thorized 
o  allow  to  one  of  the  clerks  employed  tn  his  of- 
iee  MTen  huDdred  dollars  per  antiDm;  and  the 
wid  Director  ii  hereby  aaihorized  to-ezpend  the 
arther  sum  of  one  thotmnd  dollara,  ananally,  in 
:lerk  hire,  in  sach  manner  ai  bis  discretion  shall 
liciate.  And  the  SorTCTor  Qoteral  is  hereby 
illowed  to  expend  twelre  bandied  dollar*,  anau- 
lily,  for  elertc  hire. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
ihall  be  allowed  to  tne  Commissioners  of  Loans 
n  the  States  of  Massacfavsetts  and  New  York, 
eapeaiivdy,  not  «ietcdiag  ftve  derka,  at  the  rate 
>f  fire  honnMl  dollars  eaefa.  per  aaawn ;  to  the 
3ommissiooer  of  Loans  in  Connecticui,  not  ex- 
leedlng  two  darks,  at  tb«  nte  of  four  biudrcd 
loUars  each,  per  annum ;  to  the  Coramisstoner  of 
Lioans  in  PeonsyWaaia,  not  exoeedine  six  clerks, 
It  the  laleof  five  hundred  dollars  eaeu,aDiitially; 
o  the  CoramissioDcn  of  Loans  in  Virginia  and 
^outh  Carolina,  respectively,  not  exceeding  two 
ilerks,  al  the  rate  of  fire  hundred  dollars  each, 
iDaoally ;  the  aggr^te  of  eompensatioDS  lor 
;lerks  empli^ed  bf  either  of  said  CoiamiisioBers 
o  be  apportioned  BflMing  them  at  his  discietion. 
A.D<1  there  shall  be  annually  allowed,  in  lien  of 
tlerk  hire,  to  the  Coaimintoaer  of  Loan*  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  three  hundred  and  fifty 
lollars;  to  the  Commissioner  oi  Loans  for  the 
juie  of  Rhode  Island,  four  hnndred  dollars ;  to 
he  Commlssionei  of  Loans  in  the  Slate  of  New 
Tersey,  three  huadred  dollars;  and  to  the  Com- 
aissiooer  of  Loans  in  the  Slate  of  Maryland  two 
lundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Seo,  6.  And  be  it  fiirSier  enaded,  That  the 
ompeasatioEu  allowed  by  ihia  act  to  clerk*  shall 
ommenca  with  the  year  oae  thonsand  eiglii  hoO' 
Ired  and  seren ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duly  <^  the 
lecretariea  for  the  Departments  of  State,  T*ea- 
urf,  War,  and  Navy,  and  of  the  Poatmasier 
ieoeral  and  Snrveyor  Oeaeral,  and  of  the  Com- 
aiflsioners  of  Loans  in  the  sersi«l  Stttcs,  to  re- 
tort to  CoDgreas,  at  the  beginning  of  each  year, 
he  names  of  the  elcrka  they  hare  employed,  tr- 
neetirely,  in  the  preceding  yeir,  and  the  snm 
:ivea  to  each;  and  whether  the  bnsinee*  for 
lerka  ineraascs  or  diminishea  in  their  respectlra 
lepnrtmenu,  that  Congreas  may  be  enawed  to 
n«ke  further  arraitgemcnts  by  law  respecting 
lerk  hire.  And  it  shall  be  the  dtity  «t  the  Sec- 
etary  of  the  Treaanrjr  perticnlat^y  to  report  wbe- 
her  the  baainess  in  the  loan  office  of  PenBsylra- 
lia  ahall,  from  year  to  year,  continue  to  raonire 
he  additional  samof  two  tbmuanddtdbnailaw- 
■i  fay  this  act  for  clerk  hirt^  in  conoqnenee  of 
he  Tfimaral  of  the  Treasury  Office  from  PhUa- 
lelpbfa,  in  eighteen  hundred,  to  the  permaaent 
eat  of  Qorenment  j  aad  likewise  he  shall  i^rt 
he  neccMity,  if>iiehBhalleaiitiDiie,of  eM^oyiag 
Stb  Coir.— 41 


clerks  on  the  bnsioess  belonging  to  the  office  of 
the  lale  Commissiooer  of  the  Rerenae. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  here- 
*hex,  in  case  of  the  removal  of  any  pnblic  office, 
by  reason  of  sickness  whi eh  may  prevail  in  the 
town  or  city  where  such  office  w  located,  a  par* 
ticular  account  of  ibe  cost  of  such  removal  snail 
be  laid  before  Congress  that  they  tpay  be  enabled 
to  jndge  of  the  proper  snm  to  be  allowed  for  the 
same. 

Bbo.  7.  And  he  it  furOier  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  cause  to  be  opened  a  road  from 
the  frontier  of  Qeorgta  on  the  ronte  from  Athens 
to  New  OrleaoE,  till  the  same  intersects  the  thirty- 
first  d^ree  of  north  latitude:  Provided,  he  shall 
not  expend  more  than  six  thousand  fotir  buodred 
dollars  in  opening  the  same.  And  (o  cause  to  be 
opened  a  road  or  roads  throngh  the  lerriiory  late- 
ly ceded  by  the  Indians  to  the  United  States,  horn 
tne  river  Mississippi  to  the  Ohio,  and  to  the  for- 
mer Indian  boundary  line  which  was  established 
by  the  treaty  of  Greenville;  Provided,  he  shall 
not  expend  in  opeoiog  the  same  more  than  six 
thousand  dollars.  And  to  cause  to  be  opened  a 
road  from  Nashville,  in  the  Slate  of  TenneMee, 
to  Natchez,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory :  Provi- 
ded, he  shall  not  expend  more  than  six  thousand 
dollars  in  opening  the  same. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  to  de- 
fray the  expense  authorized  by  this  act  beyond 
the  appropriation  for  the  support  of  Government 
for  the  year  one  tbousaod  eight  hundred  and  six, 
there  is  hereby  appropriated  a  sum  not  exceeding 
twenty-eigbl  thousanddollan,  payable  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropria- 
ted. And  that  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  ref- 
late and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks."  which 
passed  on  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety'Uine,  shall,  from  and 
aftur  the  first  day  of  January  next  M,  and  the 
same  is,  hereby  repealed. 

Approved,  April  21,  1806. 


Be  it  enacted,  fC;  That,  for  defraying  the  ex* 
penses  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Stales  during 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  the 
followioK  sntns  b^  and  tne  same  are,  hereby  re- 
spectively appropriated,  that  is  to  say : 

For  pay  and  subsiiienc*  of  the  officers,  and 
pay  of  the  seamen,  two  hundred  and  ninety-one 
thoDsand  one  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars. 

For  provisions,  one  hundred  and  Sfir  seven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-fonr  dotlan  and 
thirty-fbnr  cents. 

For  inedieine,  instruments,  and  hospital  stores, 
seren  thousand  ftre  hundred  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  store  rent,  pay  of  armor- 

3,  fteigfit,  and  other  contiogent  expenses,  fonr 
hundred  and  elerea  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
fifty  doltara. 

For  pay  and  subsisienee  of  the  marine  corps 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


APPENDIX. 

Public  Act*  of  gongrttt. 


for  the  staB^  sic(y-sii  tboiuand  and  twenCy-eigl 
doUtrs  and  ten  centi. 

For  cloihiag;  for  the  Mine,  foarleen  thousaad 
three  hundred  and  sixi;  dollan. 

For  mililary  stores  foi  the  ume,  one  thourand 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars. 

For  medicine,  medical  services,  hospital  stores, 
and  all  other  expenses  on  account  of  the  sick  be- 
longing to  the  marine  corps,  one  thouiand  one 
handrul  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  DDartermBster's  and  barrackmaater's  stores, 
officen'  uaveUiog  ezpensea,  armorer's  and  car- 
penter's bills,  fuel,  premium  for  enlisting,  musical 
lostruments,  bounty  to  music,  aod  othar  contin- 
gent expenses,  eight  tbousaud  one  hundred  and 
foTlv-flre  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  nary  yards,  docks,  and  othet 
imptarements,  th«  pav  of  superintendents,  store- 
keepers, clerks,  and  laborers,  sixty  thouaaod  dol- 
lars. 

For  ordnance,  fifiy  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  the  marine  barracks  at  the  eitv 
of  Washington,  intee  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

Sec.  2.  And  b*  it  Jiirther  enacted,  That 
sereralsum*  herein  specifically  appropriated  shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
otherwise  appropnaied. 

Approved,  April  SI,  180S. 

An  Act  lA  provide  tot  the  adjustment  of  titles  of  land 

in  the  town  of  Detroit  and  Territory  of  Michigan, 

and  G>T  odker  pnrpaae*. 

Be  it  enacied^*c.,  Thai  the  Oovernor  and  the 
Judges  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan  shall  be, 
and  they,  or  any  three  of  them,  are  hereby  an- 
thorized  to  lay  out  a  town,  including  the  whole  of 
the  old  town  of  Detroit,  and  ten  thousand  acres 
adjacent,  excepting  Buch  parts  as  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales  shall  direct  to  be  leserred  for 
the  ose  of  the  militarr  department,  and  shall 
hear,  examine,  and  finally  adjust  all  cUima  to  lots 
therein,  and  give  deeds  for  the  same.  And  to 
erery  petaou,  or  the  legal  repreaantative  or  repre- 
senutives  of  every  peiaon,  who,  not  owiug  or 
professing  allegiance  to  any  foreign  Power,  and 
being  aboTc  the  age  of  aerenteen  years,  did.  on 
the  eleventh  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  five,  when  the  old  town  of  Detroit 
was  buroL  own  or  inhabit  a  house  in  the  same, 
there  shall  be  granted  bv  the  Ouvernor  and  the 
Jndg»B  aforeaaid,  or  any  tbree  of  them,  and  where 
they  shall  judge  most  proper,  a  lot  not  exceeding 
the  quanlitv  of  five  thousand  square  feel. 

Sao.  2.  And  be  it  Jiirther  enacted,  That  the 
land  retnainiag  of  the  said  ten  thousand  acres, 
after  satisfying  clainis  provided  for  by  the  prec«- 
diog  section,  sbaEl  be  disposed  of  by  the  Goret- 
nor  aod  Judges  aforesaid,  at  their  discretion  to 
the  best  advantage,  who  are  h^eby  aniborized  to 
make  deeds  to  purchasers  thereof^;  aiid  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  land  so  di»posed  of  shall  be  applied 
by  the  Oovernor  and  Judges  aforesaid  towards 
i._:ij;  uu^  house  au  jait  in  thetcwnof 


Detroit,  and  the  said  Governor  »ad  Juiga  tn 
required  to  make  a  report  to  Congresa.  in  wnuig, 
of  their  proceedings  under  ibis  &ct. 
Approved,  ApriiSl,  1806. 

An  Act  niakiag  a  lut^ar  s^ropriatua  tawisdi  coi- 

Dieting  the  south  (ring  of  tha  Capitol,  U  ^dtjii 

Wishington. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  k  anm  not  eiccdi^ 
forty  thousand  dollars  shall  be^  and  ike  iMma, 
hereby  appropriaied,  to  be  applied  ondet  tbe  di- 
rection of  the  President  of  the  United  Sisia,  to- 
wards completing  the  eooth  wins  of  iJuCiptt^ 
at  the  city  of  Washington,  whicb  aaid  taaihiU 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasorr  u 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  21, 1806. 


BeitenaeUd,fc^  That  wo  much  of  the  "Act 
t  regulate  the  collection  of  dnties  oa  rapertssad 


sey,  to  reside  at  Bomers'  Point,  be,  and  tbe  arne 
hereby  is,  repealed ;  and  the  ^id  ctrileeior  >ksU 
reside  at  such  place,  within  said  dtstnci,  si  may 
be  directed  by  the  SecreUrr  of  the  Timory. 

8m.  2.  And  bt  it  further  enacted,  That  Ibe 
town  or  landing  place  of  Darien,  oa  Ac  Aiita- 
maba  river,  in  the  3ute  of  Georgia,  stiall  be  a 

Eirt  of  ddivery,  to  be  anaexed  to  the  difirict  lA 
runswick,  and  shall  be  rabjeet  to  the  Mme  regu- 
lations aod  reairieiicHiii  as  other  ports  of  deJiverr 
ia  the  United  States  j  and  a  anrreyor  stall  be  ap- 
pointed to  reside  at  tbe  said  port  of  Mivery,  who 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  one  kmdnd  dollars 
aoonal  niary,  together  with  the  other  emolu- 
ments of  office,  as  fixed  by  ezirtiae  bwa. 

Sgo.  3.  And  be  it  fia^ier  enacted.  That  0«a- 
cocko  inlet,  is  North  Carolina,  together  with 
Shell  Castle  and  Beaeon  iataada,  and  all  the 
sbores,  island^  shoals,  bajL  and  watets  wiilui 
two  miles  of  the  shores  of  said  inlet,  <«  each  side 
thereof,  shall  be  a  district,  to  be  called  the  dtsnio 
of  Ocraeoeke ;  the  President  of  the  Dnited  Siatn 
shall  be  eiuhorized  to  desigsate  sack  place  in  tbe 
said  dihtriel  as  he  ahall  think  proper  to  be  the 
port  of  entry;  and  a  collector  for  aaid  district 
■ball  be  appointed  la  reside  ataaehport  of  eatrr, 
who,  in  addition  to  his  other  emtdoaeaii,  «t«li 
be  entitled  to  receire  the  salary  now  allowed  a 
tbe  surveyor  of  Beacon  island,  and  no  other ;  asd 
shall  also  perform  the  duties  hccciofore  enjoiMd 
by  law  oil  the  said  surveyor;  bat  nodntiessUt 
be  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  in  the  aaid  disniei 
of  Ocraeooke,  on  aay  articles  intended  fm-aay 
other  port  conoaeted  with  the  waters  of  the  nid 
inlet  of  Ocraeoeke,  sneh  only  excepted  ai  atay 
^'— away  within  the  said  districL     Tha  dkn 


.  and  the  I 

ery  ship  or  vessel  coming  in  at  Ocraco^e  inhc 
iatending  lo  unlade  her  cmigti^  or  any  f» 
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ihereof,  Kt  any  pod,  othei  than  the  district  of 
Ociaeocke,  coDaected  with  the  wsten  of  the  laid 
olel,  as  well  as  the  matten  or  commaaders  of 
ill  lighters  or  coaling  vteaels,  wlio  sballieceive 
;oods,  warea,  or  merchaDdiie  to  be  iraaspotied  to 
iQjr  such  port,  ihall  be  bound  to  exhibit  their  rer 
Mit9  and  maaifests  to  the  said  eoUecior,  and  to 


ilate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
lage,"  tbef  are  now  bound  to  perform,  nader  aim- 
Ur  circumstances  in  the  inlet  aforesaid. 
Appiored,  April  21, 1806. 

^n  Act  in  addition  to  an  tO,  entitlaJ  "  An  act  legola- 
ting  the  gtmnia  of  land  and  pronduig  fstt  the  '''*r™*' 
of  the  land*  of  the  United  States  aouth  of  the  Stale 


Be  it  enacted^  fc.,  That  whenerer  any  peraon 
rho  shall  haTe  received  pre-waption  ceruficatas 
rom  either  of  the  Boards  of  Contmiseioners,  ap- 
oioted  for  Khe.pucpoae  of  ascenainio^  the  rights 
f  penoiu  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
hail,  by  a  fi.nal  judgmeot  or  decree  of  the  highest 
ourt  of  law,  or  eqoity,  in  which  a  decision  could 
«  had,  wittsin  the  said  Territory,  rsndercd  in  favor 
>f  another  person  claiming  by  virtue  of  a  British 
latent^  lose  the  whole  or  part  of  the  tract  of  land 
o  which  he  was  entitled  by  Tirtue  of  such  certi- 
icate,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  receiver  of  public 
noneysfor  the  district  where  the  land  lies,  to  repay 
0  such  person  or  his  assigns^  so  much  of  the  pur- 
:base  money  as  has  been  paid  by  him  for  the  uad 
bus  lecovered.  by  the  bolder  of  the  British  patent, 
n  all  esses  where  only  a  part  of  a  traet  of  land, 
a  which  any  person  may  be  entitled  by  virtue  of 
.  certificate  granted  by  the  commisaioQers  aCnre- 
■id,  is  also  claimed  by  the  holder  of  a  British  pat- 
at,  a  patent  may  issue  in  favor  of  the  owners  of 
uch  certificate,  for  so  much  of  such  tract  of  land 
sis  not  claimed  by  virtue  of  such  British  patent: 
Provided,  That  he  shall  in  every  other  respaot 
■ve  complied  with  the  proviaian*  of  the  acts  of 
Congress,  regulating  tba  grants  of  land  in  the  Mis- 
issippi  Territory.  And  ihe  land*  contained  is 
triusn  graats,  which  have  bean  duly  recorded  is 
onforiDttr  witb  the  provisioDs  of  former  laws, 
nd  lor  which  cenifioawa  have  net  been  granted 
y  commissioaara  afotesaid,  shall  not  tw  duposed 
f  until  otbarwiae  directed  by  Congress. 

Sec.  3.  AndbeitfitrdKreaacttd,  That  persons 
ntitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  lands  in  the 
lississippi  Territory,  by  virtue  of  certificates 
ranted  by  either  of  the  Board*  of  Commissioners 
foresaid,  shall  be  allowed  till  the  first  day  of  Jan* 
BTV,  one  thoosand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  to 
lake  the  fiiat  payment  of  the  purchase  money  of 
uch  lands:  Aod  if  any  sneh  person  shall  neglect 
:)  make  such  first  payment,  on  or  before  the  first 
ay  of  Janoary,  one  toousaad  eight  hundred  and 
Even,  his  right  of  pre-emption  shaU  cease  and  ba> 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itfrn-titar  enacted,  That  eseh  of 
tie  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  the  claims 
)  lands  in  the  abovedMationed  Territory  weal  of 
'earl  river,  shall  be  aUewed  u  the  rate  of  six  dol- 


lars for  every  day  he  shall  attend,  subsequeni  to 
the  first  day  of  April,  one  tbDUsaod  eight  hundred 
and  sis :  ProvuUd,  That  such  additional  allow- 
ance shall  not  exceed  fire  hundred  dollars,  for  each 
commissioner;  and  tbe  agent  appoioted  in  behalf 
of  tbe  United  Slates  for  the  said  Board  shsU  be 
allowed  an  nddiiiooal  compensation  of  ibree  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  fov  tbe  whole  of  his  services. 
And  the  register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys 
in  each  of  the  districts  of  ibe  above  mentioned 
Territory,  shall,  aod  they  are  hereby  authorized, 
in  iheir  districts,  respectively,  and  alter  the  disso- 
lution of  the  board  of  commissioners  for  their  dia- 
tiict,  to  reguUte  the  location  of  any  tract  of  land 
lyiuK  wiihin  such  district,  for  which  a  certificate 
shall  have  been  granted  by  the  commissioner!, 
whenever  it  shall  appear  that  the  location  speci- 
fied in  such  certificates,  interfere  with  each  other, 
or  do  not  include  the  improvements,  by  virtue  of 
which  such  certificates  were  granted :  Promded^ 
That  tbe  said  register  and  receiver  shall  not  be  . 
authorized  to  allow  any  locaiion  on  land  not  im- 
proved and  settled,  in  the  manner  provided  by  the 
termer  acts  of  Congress,  regulatiag  the  grants  of. 
land  in  the  sborementiooed  Territory ;  nor  to  al- 
low, in  any  case,  a  greater  quaniiiy  of  land  than 
had  been  allowed  by  Ibe  commissioners. 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever it  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  reg- 
ister and  receivpr  of  the  disirict  east  of  Pearl  riv- 
er, that  tbe  settlement  aod  occupancy,  by  virtue 
of  which  a  pre-emption  certificate  had  been  grant- 
ed by  the  commissioner^  had  be<;n  made  and  ta- 
ken place,  prior  to  the  30th  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  oinely-eighl,  they 
shall  be  anihorized  to  grant  to  the  party  a  dona- 
lion  certificate,  in  lieu  of  such  pre-emption;  and 
the  patent  sballissue  as  in  other  cases  of  donations: 
Provided,  That  applicaiioo  shall  be  made  foi  such 
an  exchange,  aod  evidence  produced  of  the  date 
of  such  settlement  and  occupancy,  on  or  before 
tbe  3Ut  day  of  December  next. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  furthtr  enacted,  That  (he 
right  of  tbe  United  Slates  to  all  ihe  land  lying  be- 
tween  the  front  street  of  the  city  of  Natchez  and 
the  Mississippi  river,  and  bounded  on  the  north  by 
north  foorth  sireet,  and  the  land  gianied  to  Siephni 
Mioor,  and  oo  tbe  south,  by  the  lands  annexed  to 
ihe  old  fort,  and  those  granted  lo  William  Barlaod, 
be,  and  tbe  same  hereby  is,  forever  vested  in  the 
corporation  of  said  city,  so  as  not  to  aflecl  the  le- 
gal or  equitable  claims  of  an^  individuals,  or  of 
any  body  poliiic,  or  corponie,  if  any  such  there  be: 
Prtnided,  That  tb?  said  land,  as  above  described, 
be  neither  cultivated  nor  occupied  by  buildioga, 
but  that  it  be  plaoted  wilh  trees,  and  preserved  as 
a  common,  for  the  use,  comfort,  and  health  of  the 
iahsbitanis  of  the  ciiy  aforesaid,  and  all  other  per- 
sons who  may  occasionally  resort  thither. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  JurAer  enacted.  That  when- 
ever the  section  No.  16,  shall  fall  upon  land  already 
grsntedj  by  virtue  of  any  act  of  Congress,  or  claim- 
ed by  nriue  of  a  British  grant,  the  Secretary  of 
ibe  Treasury  shall  locate  another  section,  in  lien 
thereof,  for  the  use  of  schools,  which  location 
sbaU  be  made  in  tbe  same  lowoship,  if  there  ta 
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mny  other  vaeint  •eetfon  tbereiD,  and  otherwise, 
in  an  adjoin  iae  lownsbip. 

8zc.  7.  Andbeit/urOer  ewuud,  Thai  Rieh- 
ard  8parh>  be  permitipd  to  enter  with  the  reffisier 
oT  the  land  offiee  for  the  diririet  west  of  Peail 
rirer,  bis  claim  to  three  faandicd  and  twenty  aerei 
of  land,  lying  within  said  district ;  and  that  Rich- 
ard S.  Bryan,  and  Qeorge  Brewer,  senior,  be  per- 
mitted (o  enter  with  the  register  of  the  land  office 
for  the  diririei  east  or  Peail  rirer,  their  certifieaie 
of  a  right  of  pre-emptian  for  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land,  lying  within  the  district  last 
mentioned :  and  sacti  entry  of  the  claim  of  the 
Skid  Richard  Sparks  shall  bare  the  same  effect,  as 
if  it  bad  been  madeprior  to  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber, one  ihoasand  eifhl  hondrcd  and  fonr,  and 
such  entry  of  the  certificate  of  the  said  Richard 
S<  Bryao  and  Oeo^e  Brewer,  senior,  shall  bare 
the  same  effect  as  if  iibsd  been  made  with  in  three 
months  from  the  time  it  was  issned. 
'     Approred,  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act  for  torliSpng  the  ports  and  harbors  of  lbs 
United  Slatea,  snd  lot  buildiog  gunboats. 

Bt  it  enaOed,  f  c.  That  a  snm  of  money,  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  and  filly  thousand  dollars, 
in  addition  to  the  suma  heretofore  appropriated, 
shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to 
enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
the  potts  and  harbors  of  the  United  States  lo  be 
better  forlifiad  and  protected. 

Btc.  2.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  a  sum 
of  money,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  Gfly 
Ihatisand  dollar^  in  addition  lo  the  sums  hereio- 
■  fore  appropriated,  shall  be,  &nd  the  same  ts  hereby 
appropriated,  to  enable  the  President  of  the  Uai- 
Led  States  to  cause  lo  be  built  and  completed  a 
number  of  sunboais,  not  eiceediog  fif'y,  for  the 
[»olection  of  the  harbors,  coasts,  and  commerce  of 
the  United  States  j  and  the  President  is  hereby 
BDlborized  to  officer,  man,  and  equip,  any  part,  or 
all  of  said  gunboats,  when  he  shall  judge  the  same 
expedient.  Tor  the  purposes  aforesaid  ;  and  a  sum 
not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars  is  hereby 
api>ropriaipd,  to  defray  any  expense  which  may 
be  incurred  by  cheering,  manning,  and  equipping 
gunboats,  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacts  That  (he 
President  of  the  United  Slates  may  direct  any  of 
tbe  armed  reesels  of  the  United  States  to  be  sold, 
whenever  be  shall  be  of  opinion  chat  rhe  said  ves- 
sel is  so  much  out  of  repair,  that  it  will  not  be  for 
tbeinieresl  of  the  United  States  to  repair  the  same. 

Sec.  4.  And  bt  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  the 
•ereral  sams  of  money  hereby  appropriated  shall 
be  paid  oot  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  not  otherwiie  appropriated. 

Approred,  April  21,  1806. 


An  Act  tar  wIsMishint  tradipftoBsas 
tribe*. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  it  shall  be  lawfnl  for 
the  Presideot  of  the  United  Sutea  to  aaubliah 
trading-hoaaea  at  aneh  pacta  and  plaeca  on  the 
froBiKn,  M  in  the  Indian  eotmtry,  ob  eitkn  or 


judge  BUM  conrenieBl  for  ibe  pspn  gl-r 
iDgooa  tibeial  trade  with  ibeM*mlbte- 
tions,  within  the  United  Stain.  ttHam 


all  goods  intended  tor  trade  with  tbcWsV 
tisna  afoMMaid.  and  to  traanutttcnatK*: 
places  as  h«  shall  be  directed  ifittiek. 
And  be  shall  take  an  oathMAratia^ 
folly  to  execute  the  trnst  eowniiud  ukiciL 
that  he  win  not  directly,  or  iadjicoif.  Its 
cemed,or  inter«sted  in  my n4e,tMa9R: 
barter,  hot  on  the  public aceaaatiiWvu. 
also  gire  bond,  in  iheneiialsaai('tiG~2» 
sand  4oUan,  with  aomeknl  sfniiitT.tKt 
proTcd  of  by  the  BeerMaryof  AcTnmitiii 
IJnited  States,  truly  and  hoandTUatmi: 
aU  the  moaef ,  gtmd^  and  otb«i)M(n.n' 
ever,  which  shdl  come  in<»  hii^>^-' 
wbich  in  good  fcith  be  onghtNioMWE' 
lo  perform  ail  the  dnties  teqaiid  iii»**> 
act;  and  hit  neaovnu  daU  bensfcif^ 

¥«r)y,  and  tmnsmitted  u  thcSaMiri'i^' 
rensnry. 

Bbo.  3.  A»d  be  itJmHieraMiTi'^ 
snperiateBdentof  Indian  trade  iUlwt"' 
noa]  salary  of  rwo  thousand  doUw  pu^ 
ter  yeatiy,  at  the  Treatnr*  of  iIk  OmJ  ^ 

Sbc.4.  And  be  ft  >H*er  (na*i  ?»  * 
Pmidoit  of  the  United  BamM^^ 
ized  to  appoint  an  agent  fntKt  >■''{*'' 
established  nader  ibenniTisiovof  ^"^ 
every  siRh  agent  afaall  ginbosdap*^ 
Mtnrhy  in  such  sum  aa  &e  PrmM  ■>■" 
tmlyaad  boaeady  to  aeoowHftruv^MK 
goods,  and  other  profet^.  whuew, "i* 
come  inio  bis  biuMli,  andfor  vUtkbt^' 
to  aeconn^  and  to  perfom  all  tbthiiom- 
of  him  by  this  aet.  ,  ^ .. 

Bac  8.  And  te  t(>rtter  M0d4  I^=* 
be  the  duty  of  enoh  of  Ih*  said  •rii"'™f. 
from  the  aapmUmdaat  af  ladisa  n*  "^ 
peae  of,  in  trad*  with  the  IndiuainwD«*- 


soeh  goods  as  way  be  M»Bif<*' **  IfjL 
said  anparintendant,  to  ha  laennd  iM  «r 
ofasaArasnid,  aeeonling  to  the  (■!(••"■! 


whieh  the  Praaideni  of  tbe  UuK^,^* 
weacrib*  t  and  erary  Mch  afeai  ^J^^ 
or  affiiBadon,  faiihfaHy  to  enMW  Atm«_ 
mined  to  Uu;  md  thai  ha  wiUM,  «^ 
indiKatly,  be  eonaerned  ar  inMiwt"  *  ^^ 
oommer^  n  barter,  bat  oa  ibe  r^>^ 
and  he  shaU  lander  an  aacoaat  ^WWJT, 
the  superiBtandant  of  Wiw  """^l^ 
goods,  and  ocbar  propfty  »*;*fTj- 
SLlll*  ttanwaitled  »  hiav  M  nW^ 
into  hia  hanita,  or  ior  whwh,  la  |aM  *> 
oogbl  to  accoont;  and  he  »li«ll  ™^^ 
oatea  of  his  aeeonnts  M  the  Sm^W 
Transary  of  iha  United  Bam  ^j 

Sao.  a.Amdbeit  fnHiir  ««**^^ 
sopodnieBdaDt  o[  Indian  ttada,  Ui  V*" 
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clerici,  OF  other  penona  employed  hj  iImid,  skM 
not  b»,  dir«cd)roTiadincily,eoiio«rDed  in  export- 
ing Id  n  foreini  ooantry  BDy  p«ltTiea  or  fun,  be- 
longing to  the  Uatled  8tKte«,  or  iatereated  in  curv- 
ing on  the  buiinesB  of  tnde  or  cammeree,  on  their 
own,  or  BBf  other  than  the  public  aeeonnt,  or  take 
or  apply  to  his  or  their  own  uae,  any  emotnnteDt 
or  gain  for  negotiating  or  trattMCiing  Buy  bDnnm 
or  trad*,  daring  his  or  their  appainttneal,  agency 
or  employment  other  than  provided  by  Ihn  aoL 
or  ezceptiog  for,  or  on  aeco«it  of  the  Dniiea 
Statet.  Aod  if  any  lueh  person  iball  offend 
agninit  any  of  the  prohibitrona  aforesaid,  be  shall 
be  deented  guilty  of  a  misdeneSnor,  and  shall, 
tipon  eonviotion  thereof,  forftii  lo  the  United 
States  a  sBm  not  exceeding  one  thonsaod  dollars,, 
and  shall  be  removed  from  soeh  office,  agency,  or 
employment,  and  forever  thereafter  be  laeapable 
of  holding  any  office  under  the  United  States: 
Providad,  That  if  any  person,  olber  than  a  pub- 
lic proaeculor,  shall  give  iBforntation  c^aay  sucb 
oience,  upon  which  a  prosecutioo  and  eodvietion 
shall  be  bad,  one  half  of  ib«  aforesaid  pemhy, 
when  received,  shall  be  for  the  use  of  tlM  person 
girinffsuehinformation:.4ndproiitdsdato,  That 
if  soen  misdemeanor  be  committed  by  the  saper- 
inteadent  of  Indian  tr»de,  or  by  any  agent^  it  shall 
he  deened  a  breach  of  the  condition  of  his  hood, 
and  the  penalty  thereof  may  he  recovered  in  any 
co»t  having  compMrnt  jutttdietloa  of  the  same. 
Sbc.  7.  And  be  it  fitrlher  enacted,  That  the 
prices  of  guods  supplied  to,  and  to  be  paid  for,  by 
the  Indians,  shall  be  r^ulaied  in  such  maoner, 
that  the  capital  stoek,  furt^i^d  by  the  United 
States,  shall  not  be  diminithed. 


three  thousand  dollare  be,  and  the  tame  is  herebTi 
apprepdaled  for  the  payment  ot  th«  salary  of  the 
Bupenotendeal  of  Indian  trade  and  bis  eiarb,  to 
be  paid  out  of  any  moaey  in  the  TrCasBry  of  the 
United  States,  not  otherwise  qptopriated. 

Seo.  9.  And  be  itjurth^  enacted.  That,  during 
the  contionanoc  of  this  act,  the  PtesidaBt  of  the 
United  Slates  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  aatborized  to 
draw  aotttully,  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  ■  s«m  not  exeaeding  ten  thonsand  dollars, 
to  be  applied  under  his  direetioa  to  the  payment 
of  the  agents  aod  clerks;  which  agents  shall  be 
allowed  to  draw  out  of  the  pttUtc  supplitt  two 
rations  each,  and  each  cimk  one  ratioa  per'day. 

Sbc.  10.  And  be  itjvrther  enacted,  That  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  thonsai>d  doUars, 
incladiog  the  sums  heretofore  appropriated,  and 
applied  to  the  like  purpose,  and  exclusive  of  the 
Huperiateadent  of  Indian  trade,  and  of  the  aUow> 
ances  to  ageats  and  clerks,  be^  and  the  same  is 
hereby  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  carryiBg 
on  trade  and  iDiercoBrse  with  the  Indian  nations, 
in  the  maontr  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  otit  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Sso.  11.  And  be  itfurtker  enacted.  That  if  Uy 

S:eat  or  agents,  their  clerks,  at  other  pers<Hi  em- 
oyed  by  them,  shall  Mrehase  or  receive  from 
any  Indian  in  the  way  oi  trade  or  Iwrtcr,  aqy  gon, 


or  other  article  commonly  uoad  in  hnoting;  any 
iostrument  of  bosbaadiy  or  cooking  nteniil,  of  the 
kind  usually  obtained  by  Indians  in  their  intei^ 
course  with  white  people,  or  any  article  of  cloth- 
ing, excoptiag  skios  or  fun,  he  or  they  shall  re- 
spectively foifeit  the  sum  of  ooe  hundred  dolbirs 
for  each  ofience,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt, 
in  the  name  and  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
in  any  court  having  jurisdiction  in  like  eases; 
Provided,  That  no  suit  shall  be  commenced  ex- 
cept in  the  State  er  Territory  within  which  the 
cause  of  action  shall  have  arisen,  or  ia  wbich  the 
defendaat  may  reside.  And  it  shall  be  the  daty 
of  the  superiniendent  of  Indiaa  trade,  or  of  the 
superintendents  of  Indian  aAtits,  and  their  depu- 
ties respectively,  to  whom  iaformalioa  of  evwy 
such  oBenca  shall  b«  gtrea,  lo  collect  the  requtiite 
evidence,  if  attaioatHc,  to  prosecute  the  offender 
without  delay. 

IS.  And  be  U  Jvrther  enaOed,  That  it 


of  the  United  Btatesi  to  cause  the  said  fun  and 
peltry  to  be  sold  at  public  auction,  public  natioe 
whereof  shall  be  given  three  weeks  previous  lo 
aoch  sale,  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States, 
making  an  equal  distribotbn  of  the  same,  in  pra- 

SortioD  to  (he  demand  of  the  marfcet  aod  as  nay 
s  deemed  most  ad  rantageons  to  the  United  States, 
and  upon  such  terms  aod  conditions  as  shall  be 
prescribed  bv  the  Secretary  of  War ;  Provided, 
That  there  shall  not  be  less  than  six  aaiinal  pah- 
lie  sales,  of  the  said  f«rs  and  peltry,  and  that  the 
superiotendent  of  the  Indian  trade  shall  not  hold 
more  thaa  two  aoch  sales  in  any  State,  doruiK 
My  one  year. 

Sao.  13,  Ani  be  itfitrther  enaoted,  Thai  this 
act  shall  be  in  force  for  and  daring  the  tann  of 
ihree  years,  and  no  loMar. 
Approved,  April  21, 1806. 


Be  it  enacted,  fc,  Tliat,  if  any  person  shall 
falsely  make,  forge,  or  covnierrMt,  or  cattse  or^ro-. 
ctne  to  be  wisely  made,  forged,  or  eouaterfeited, 
or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely  making,  forg- 
ing, or  counterfeiting,  any  gold  or  silver  coins, 
which  have  bf«n,  or  which  hereafter  shall  be, 
coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  or  who 
shall  falsely  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or  cause 
or  procure  to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or  counter- 
feited. Or  williogly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely  making, 
forgiog,  or  coonterfeiiiog  any  foreign  gold  or  sUrer 
coins,  which,  by  law  now  are  or  hereafter  shall 
be  made  cnrrroi,  or  be  in  actual  use  and  eime 
lation  as  money  within  the  United  States ;  or 
who  ihall  otter,  as  true,  any  false,  forged,  or  coun- 
terfeited coins  of  gold  or  silver,  as  aftHvaaid,  for 
the  payment  o(  money,  with  intention  to  defraud 
any  person  or  person^  knowing  the  same  to  be 
falsely  made,  forced,  or  coanterfeitad  ;  any  smh 
person,  so  otreadiog,  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged 
gailly  of  felony,  and  being  thereof  convicted,  ac- 
eotdiag  to  the  dne  form  M  law,  shall  be  sttttenced 
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to  imprisonment,  and  k«pt  at  hard  labor,  for  a  pe- 
riod not  lera  than  tbree  years,  nor  more  than  ten 
jearH;  or  s ball  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  five 
yean,  and  fined  not  exceediDgfiTethousanddulart. 
"       T.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  Thatif    -- 


pflnon  *hall  import  or  bring  from  any  foreign 

.1...! i..iT_'._j  n »ny  false,  forRed.  or 

s,  whicb  are  By  i 


place  into  the  United  States,  any  false, 
eoQnterfeit  gold  or  silver  coins,  whicb  ■ 
made  enrrent,  or  are  in  actual  use  and  circulati 
as  money,  wiibiu  tfaa  United  Slates,  with  ibe  in- 
tent  to  utter,  or  make  payment  witb  the  same, 
knovins  the  same  to  be  falsely  made,  forgad,  or 
coanteneited ;  or  wbo  shall  utter,  as  true,  any 
such  false,  forsed,  or  connterfettad,  coins  of  gold 
or  silver,  as  mioreaaid,  for  the  payment  of  money, 
with  intention  to  defraud  any  person  or  persons, 
knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or 
counlerfeited,  the  person  so  offending  ahall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  beins  thereof  eon- 
Tieted,  according  to  due  course  of  law,  shall  be 
sentenced  to  imprisonment,  and  kept  at  hard  la- 
bor, for  a  period  not  less  than  I  wo  years,  nor  more 
than  eight  yean;  or  shall  b«  imprisoned  not  ex- 
ceeding two  yeara,  and  fined  not  exceeding  four 
thontand  dolmrs. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
parson  shall  fraudulently,  and  for  ^in's  sake,  by 
any  art,  way,  or  meaos  whatsoever,  tmpair,  dimin- 
ish, falsify,  scale,  or  lighten  the  gold  or  silver 
coins,  which  have  been,  or  which  sliaU  hereafter 
be.coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  Uoited  States ;  or 
any  foMign  gold  or  silver  coins,  which  are  by 
Iftw  made  current,  or  are  in  aetaal  use  and  circu- 
lation as  money-  within  the  United  States,  every 
Miaon  so  offending  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
high  misdemeanor,  and  sliall  he  imprisoned  not 
exceeding  two  years,  and  fined  not  exceeding  two 
thousand  dollars. 

&Kc.i.Andbeit/itHheraiacted,  That  nothing 
in  this  act  contained,  shall  be  constTUed  to  d&- 
prire  the  courts  of  the  individual  Stales  of  juris- 
aiotion,  nnder  the  laws  of  the  several  States,  over 
offences  made  punishable  by  this  act. 

Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act. to  rapes!  so  mochof  anyact  or  acts  as  aothor- 
ises  lh«  Ttcaipt  (rf  aridenosB  of  the  Pablic  Debt,  in 
payniMrt  for  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purpoaaa,  ralatiTe  to  the  Public  Debt. 
Be  it  entKttd,  f  c,  That  so  much  of  any  act  or 

acts  B8  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the 

Siblio  debt,  in  payment  for  the  lands  of  the  United 
lates,  shall,  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  be  re* 
pMled :  Provided,  Tluit  the  right  of  all  who  may 
have  purchased  public  lands  previous  to  the  paf- 
aage  of  this  act,  to  pay  for  the  same  in  slock,  shall 
in  nowiae  be  affected  or  impaired :  And  prowUd, 
Jiather,  That  there  shall  ^e  allowed  on  every 
payment  made  in  money,  at  or  before  the  same 
aball  fall  due,  for  hnds  purchased  before  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  six,  m  addition  to  the  discounts  now  allowed 
b_y  law,  a  deduction  equal  to  ihe  difference  at  the 
time  of  such  payment,  between  the  market  price 
,  flf  aix  per  cent,  stock  and  the  nominal  value  of  its 


unredeemed  amount,  whicb  mtktt  prin^ 
from  time  to  time,  be  slated  by  ibe  8<M«iiT ::: 
Treasury  to  the  officers  of  the  ietailbDJi> 

S£o.a  And  be  U  JurOitt  ewdcd,  TU: 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fand  ibiUs? 
authorized  to  parchase  any  of  the  Kitniip- 
of  the  public  debt,  at  a  higher  priM  ibui^  a 
rate*  following,  that  is  to  say:  iBef  ilullwi. 
more  for  three  per  cent,  stock  ihuiiit;  paa: 
of  its  nominal  raine;  nor  buiByoiiieiip*: 
the  pablic  debt  nM>re  than  the  noaittiiiki. 
its  unredeemed  amount,  the  eight  per  rau.cci 
only  excepted  ;  for  which  they  lull  b(  ■i.'- 
izeo,  inacidilioo  thereto,  to giTe,itibcat<[; 
half  of  one  per  cent,  on  tMiaidiiiiaiaiiiit 
for  each  quarterly  dividend  whiek  mrhpt 
ble  pa  such  purchased  stock,  frsn  ilit  >» .' 
such  purchase  to  the  first  day  ofJnantt 
thousand  eight  handred  and  nine. 

Snc.  3.  And  be  itjvrtliertnacltd,  Ttasir. 
of  any  act  as  directs  that  pDrehtR)  i^deK^ 
debt,  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  SatiqM 
shall  be  made  within  the  thirty  dsyiaiiaw 
after  each  day  on  which  a  qaartrrtr  pnwn 
interest  on  the  debt  of  the  United  Biwi^i>- 
«ome  due,  and  also  so  noeh  of  saj  KiBta 
that  the  said  purcliases  shall  be  msdt^fap 
chase  or  by  sealed  propoaab,  ktn^ik"" 
hereby  if,  repealed.  And  ibesudCMuawn 
are  hereby  authorized  to  roake  ad^hs 
under  the  restrtctiMit  laid  by  [he  ps^*' 
tion,  iosurch  manner,  and  at  soditiaa*'!^ 
as  they  shall  deem  most  eligitde ;  iidhds^ 
pose  to  appoint  a  known  agealai •(«'"*' 
they  may  allowaeommiBiioB,nMiiua^* 
fourth  of  one  per  ceat.oniherMpMii'EP)''' 
of  such  agcuta.— {Apfvoved,  April  l^'^ 


biKTim  Paialieo  Sound,  ia  At  SW^** 

CaiDlina. 

Bt  U  enacted,  fe.,  That  the  8«fl«J »  f 
Treawiry  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  aatkimnw- 
reeled  to  cause  to  be  erected  i<itf«''>*''l'f^' 
houses  in  the  State  of  HaMuhoMU): 

Ooe  on  Franklin  idand,tt  tlKiii«i»«- 
George's  iivnr,ia  the  distriei  of  UiiH-    ,^ 

One  on  West  Pasaamaqnoddyh»d,ii*- 
trance  into  the  bayand  harbor  or  P*"""'*^ 
in  the  district  of  Mnine.  „,  „ 

And  a  doable  liffbt-hoiue  at  or  les'  ^'^ 
harbor,  on  the  back  of  Cape  Cod. 

Provided  aofficient  land  for  ih*  "W""^ 
of  the  said  light-houses  can  betriKsuedn^ 
able  prioea,  and  the  Legislatnte  of  »«»'" 
shall  cede  the  jurisdicliwi  over  i«  «ff  ,1 
United  States.  And  the  SecreisiT of "«/ , 
snry  is  hereby  authorized  to  agrw  ™  ''*^- 
or  wages,  of  the  persons  who  toij  '«'P'J^: 
the  President  for  the  superioieadeoMi" 
said  lighthouses,  and  othenriw  wp";™ 
same,  at  the  expense  of  the  Uoilri  Siii*  . 

Sma.  2.  And  be  itJiaHitTeMcted,'[!i'J'' 
retary  of  the  Treainry  ^  sad  be »  ^^■ 
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iired  to  oanM  a  beaooD,  or  pier,  to  be  erected : 
le  moathof  the  hBtbofofBridgepoTt  in  the  State 
'  CoDnecIicnt ;  and  lo  cauM  buoys  to  be  fixed  on 
luffShoal,  Roral  Shoal,  North  weal  8trBMIe,Bad 
outh'nrest  Sirudle,  in  the  iraters  of  Pamlioo 
ound,  id  the  State  of  North  Carolioa. 
Skc.  3.  Aniimit  fwQttr  ataeUd,  That  then 
s  appropriated,  for  defrafing  the  expeDse  oferecl- 
ig  each  of  the  aforesaid  IJEht-hoaaes,  the  Enm  of 
ve  tbonsand  dollan;  for  tue  expense  of  ereetiiij 
le  said  beacon,  or  pier,  the  sum  of  one  ihouiaai 
ollars;  and  for  the  expense  of  fliiog  the  said 
aoysjOnethousaod  dollars,tobe{Mid,reipectirel7, 
at  of  any  money  ia  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
pproprikted. — [Apptovad,  April  21, 1806. 

u  Act  rapfleaMalaT7  to  the  act,  entitlad  "An  act  lo 
extend  jimidictiDa  in  eartaln  cans  to  Itie  Tenilorial 
CoBita." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^,  That  the  provisions  of  the 
ct,  entitled  "Aa  act  for  proridin^  compensalion 
9r  the  marshals,  clerks,  atioreies,  iDrors,aad  w^' 
lUaes,  in  the  courts  of  the  Un  I  tad  States,  and 
epeal  certain  parts  of  the  acts  therein  menlioned, 
ltd  for  other  parposet,"  passed  February  the 
wenty-eig^th,  one  thousand  scren  hundred  and 
linety'Dioe,  be,  and  the  saise  hereby  are,  extended 
o  the  Territories  of  ihe  United  States,  so  far  as  the 
aid  act  may  relate  lo  the  provisioDs  of  the  act, 
rniitled  "Ad  act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  certain 
laaes  to  the  Terriloriai  courts,"  passed  March  the 
bird,  one  thousand  eight  handred  and  five,  ex- 
cepting that  the  clerks  of  the  said  Territorial 
courts  shall  Dot  receive  the  additional  five  dollars 
ler  day,  allowed  to  the  aletks  of  the  circuit  and 
listrict  courts  by  the  third  section  of  the  act  fint 
Lbove  mentioaed.— [Approrad,  A]ml  18, 1606. 


U  Act  n 


iatioos  fin  ourying  into  effisct 


Bt  if  enaeitdj^e^  Tbu,for  the  pnrposeof  car- 
rying  into  effect  a  t^XT  betwten  the  United 
^lateeandiheDelawaresiPatawatamieiLMiainiee, 
Bel  rirer  and  Wea*,  holden  at  Qronsaland,  naar 
■/  inoennes,  on  (he  twenty-first  day  of  Aogsst,  one 
thouaand  eight  hundred  and  five,  the  sam  of  one 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars  is  hereby  appropri- 
ated, to  be  paid  to  the  said  tribea,  annually,  as  fol- 
lows :  to  the  Miamies,  six  haodrrd  dollars ;  to  the 
Eel  river  tribe,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;-  to 
the  Weas,  two  hundred  aitd  fifty  dollars;  whieh 
several  annuities  shall  be  permanent:  and  to  the 
Potawatamies,  annually,  for  ihe  term  of  ten  years, 
and  DO  longer,  the  snta  of  five  hundred  dollars,  in 
addition  to  former  annuities. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U further  enacted,  That,  for  tbe 
purpose  of  carrying  Into  effect  a  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  the  WyandoL  Ottawa, 
MUDsee  and  Delaware,  S  ha  wan  ee,  and  Potawa- 
tami  UBiioDs,  holdenalFort  Industry,  on  the  fourth 
day  of  Jnlv,one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fire, 
the  BDnDal  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  Iwenty-Gve 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  approprtaied. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  the 
purposeof  earryinginto effect  two  treaties  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee  Indians,  hold- 


en  at  Tellico,  on  the  twenty-fifth  and  twenty- 
seventh  days  of  October,  one  thousand  eicht  hun- 
dred andfiie,a  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars,  and  the  further  annual  sum  of  three  thou* 
sand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appio- 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  a  convention  be- 
tween the  United  Slates  and  the  Creek  nation  of 
Indiana,  concluded  at  the  city  of  WashiDgton,  on 
the  fourteenth  day  of  November,  one  thousand 
eirht  hundred  and  five,  a  sum  of  twelve  thousaad 
dollars,  annually,  for  eight  years,  and  ibe  sum  of 
eleven  thousand  dollars,  annually,  fot  the  term  of 
ten  years,  neil  thereafter  succeeding,  be,  and  tbe 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  U  jwlher  enacted.  That  the 
several  sums  appropriated  by  this  act,  snail  be  paid 
out  of  any  money  m  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated.— [Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act  miking  smropriationa  for  tbe  in^Mrt  of  the 

MiUtary  GstiJ>li^ment  of  the  Doited  Slates,  for  lb* 

year  one  Ihoosind  eight  handred  and  sii. 

Be  it  enacUd^  fc,  That  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Military  Establishment  oi^tbe  Uni' 
ted  States,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six;  for  the  Indian  Department, and  for 
(he  expense  of  fortifications,  arsenals,  mBsazines, 
and  armories,  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same 
herebyare  respectively  appropriated;  that  is  to  say: 

For  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Statu. 
three  hundred  and  two  thonsand,  five  hundred  ana 
fifty-six  dollars: 

For  foiBge,  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  eight 
dollars : 

For  the  subsistence  of  tbe  army  and  corps  of 
engineers,  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  ninetv-four  dollars,  five  cent*: 

For  clothing,  eigbty-five  thouaand  dollars: 

For  bounties  and  ptemiutns,  fifteen  thousand 
dollars: 

For  th  e  medical  and  hospital  departments,!  welve 
thousand  dollars: 

For  camp  equipage,  fuel,  tools,  and  transporta- 
ion,  eighty-five  thousand  dollars: 

For  for iifieai ions,  arsenals,  magazines  and  ax- 
lories,  two  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  five 
hundred  and  forty  two  dollars,  five  cents : 

For  purchasing  maps,  plans,  books,  and  instru* 
ments,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars: 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  Ihe  War  Depart- 

ent,  eighteen  thousand  dollars: 

For  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  command- 
ants in  Louisiana,  six  thousand  and  sixty-six  dol- 
■  rs,  sixty-seven  cents; 

For  the  Indian  Department,  ninety-six  ihou- 

ad  six  hundred  dollars. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tfie 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall 
be  paid  and  aiacharged,  first,  out  of  any  balance 
remaining  unexpended  of  former  approjiriationt 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment; 
■ecoodiy,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  18, 1806. 
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Be  U  enacted,  ^.,  That  the  fallowioff  ]WbI 
rradfahallbediscomiDDed:  From  Dizoo'i  Spring 
to  LctMDOD,  in  Tennessee ;  •ud  from  Rateigt),  bv 
Hajwood^Cbathatii  Coun-boase,  aod  Chapel  Hill 
to  Hilbborough,  in  Norib  Carolina. 

2.  Sec.  And  bf  itfitrtkereaacted,  That  the  fol- 
lowing pOBi  roada  be  etiabliihed : 

In  laanachutetlM — From  GraoTille,  through 
SaDdisfirtd  and  New  Marlborough, to  Stockbridge; 
and  from  Rachester,bf  Middleboroogb,  Eaii  Meet- 
ing HoQse.  to  Eait  Btidrewater ;  from  Brookfield, 
tiiraugh  Brimfield,  in  MaiwebuBetti,  to  Stafford 
Springs, and  thence  to  Tolland,  in  ConnecUcut. 

hi  tie  DtMtrict  ^  JVaine— From  Brewer'i  to 
PUntation  number  five.  From  Vaualborougb, 
tfaioDgb  Fairfax,  Unity,  Gollegetown,  to  Himdi 


A  Fennnn/— From  Royalton,  thrungh  Tun- 
bridge,  Cheliea,  and  Vershite,  to  Corinth. 

H  Omtudieut— Front  PomfteL  through  Qlou- 
ceater,  to  Proridence,  in  Rhode  Iiland. 

M  Se»  YorJ^From  the  town  ofCheiry  Valkf, 
tbroagh  Springfield,  Richfield,  and  Bridgewater, 
to  SaagenSeld;  and  fioio  HaniibuTg,  ihrotigh 
Williamftown,  Ogdensbutg,  Potsdam,  Chauiuiv, 
to  PlatUburg.  From  Rome,  through  Redoeld, 
Adami,  bf  Smith's  Mills  to  Sacliet  Harbor,  anp 
from  thence  to  Chemangh.  From  Bath,  through 
CaniBliotown,  DanTille,  and  Willi  am  stMirg  lo 
Hartford;  and  from  Onandago  to  the  Tillage  of 
Otwego  in  Lysander ;  and  a  cross  post  from  Wert 
HamptoB,  to  River  Head.  From  New  Lebanon, 
in  the  Sute  of  New  York,  by  Hancock,  Richmond, 
Lennox,  Lee,  Beckel,  Loudon,  and  Sandiifield,  in 
Ma(Mcba«etis,  to  New  Hartford  in  Connecticut. 

M  Nem  Jeraey— From  Belridere  to  Suovds- 
bnrg,  in  Penmylvania. 

A  Pennaftoama— From  Berlin,  tbrongh  Salic 
bniy.toCombeiland.  FromOreeniburgh  toKit- 
taaoiag;  from  Toekbaiinock,  to  Chenango  Point 
In  New  York)  and  from  Qreensbarg,  through 
Mount  Pleasant,  Robbstown,  and  WiUiBmipoii,  ic 
Warhingioo  ;  and  from  Washington,  through  Al- 
exandria, to  Wheeling.  From  Gettysburg,  through 
MUlertlown,  Nicholson's  Gap,  and  Way nesburg, 
to  Oreen  Castle. 

/n  Dtlamare — From  the  Tillage  of  Cbnitiana, 
through  Newark,  to  Bttataburg  in  PeunsylTBnia ; 
udfrom  Georgetown,  through  Con  cord,  to  Laurel. 

At  Aliirylanci— The  pott  road  from  Vienna,  in 
Dorcheitet  county,  to  Snow  Hill,  in  Worchester 
county,  and  thence  returning  lo  Vienna,  may,  in 
the  diocrelion  of  the  Postmaster  General,  bt  so 
altered  a*  to  pass  over  Wicomico  Lower  Ferry 
and  Qnanlico  Mills:  Pnoided.  No  additional 
expense  in  transporting  the  mail  ihall  be  incurred 
thereby. 

Jtt  Firruno—From  Lyochburgh  to  Lexington. 
Prom  Waterford  to  Sniker'e  Gap,  by  the  store* 
of  Robert  Braden  and  Jesse  Janny,  and  from 
thence   to  Uppervltle,  and  to  return  by  Iirael 


JaHBy's  MilL  From  Wytiw  Omo^^ 
Tuewell  Cowt-bouae,  Rntsd  Coim-koKW 
Coari-houe,  lo  Bobioion's  HiUt.  U  \m 
UadiaOBOoart^ooMiDSiaanaidnilk  Tbps 
road  froin  Manebeatet  teOolcmlle,iUlpKli 
CherterBeU  Conrt-hMae  aiul  Sprin  HI 

ht  Sbrth  Caraima  Pmin  int^knsfl  bi 
Elaywood,  Chatham  Coort-hoOM,  H  em  Bu 
ri»e«  n«r  Jom***  Ferry, ii  ""  ' 
EUieigh,  by  Ch^  Bill,  i 
WilHiBgtM,  thrvygh  CainraykOK>ttkiiGa» 
town,  in  Senth  CaroliM)  and  fnai  WilUmil 

Aah*  Couit>howa. 

wayborough ;  aW  ttam  PerHfaiT,  If  Una 
Court-house,  to  Thona*  BaricT'L 

M  eeongiM—Fnm  WMhiifM  Khmilmt 
and  from  AikeM  to  Kaaxrille  ia  Taitm. 

At  (%u>— From  Cincinniti,bT  NenkM,'^ 
lAWTeseebofgfc  in  ihe  Indiana  Tmnj-  ^ 
Auatiabwg  lo  Srie,  in  Pttnif liu.  ud  liw 
Fiuklinloa  to  WortUagira. 

M  Kaanckf—Ptoa  New  C*flle,ii  M 
Coott-kavae,  by  GaUaiin  Cwvi^MHadBMM 
Coort-kocM,  to  LmreiMeboi^  ii  <k  I>^ 
Territory;  and  lk«  asM  lOadbMBn'Ro*'' 
KddyTille  shaB  m«  ^IJnHwa  Cm-^m 

'  TfcMieMM— Ft(M>  MOBBt  flMpti«(^ 
tha|c,thene«,byC*veBaDgfa,ML(tn>a  Fna 
NAville  to  CbarloHeTPiw  Bnik  bi  Vit 
BUI  CoH,  thcMc  akiag  ibe  inn>atni->>l*^ 
of  C  hit  wood's  to  P^aab  in  KWb4  '  ■'' ^ 
Palmyra  to  Stnul  Cioart-hoBM,  Md  tkon  t: 
BddyviUc. 

In  Ortemu  Tfcmlnry-Frea  Bifit  S(ld^ 
ment  to  Opalouaa. 

Sac  3.  AmiieitJkMeraua^'^"^ 
not  exeetding  two  famdred  uJfftrWlin,«. 
BBd  tba  aaae  U  iRtcby  >ppr<f>>^"''^ 
moneT*  im  theTr«asary  ■iotoamMtn<<i|'^ 
tad,  u  Mufata  tha  Poaaaara  Qnoilw  W 
tlN  expraaea  wMek  ahreadjr  ar(,wke«^ 
"--  '~iBiMd  IB  jrovidiagnr^u  " 
kirto, 


of  Jaaeph  H.  WaU,  lAit,  ia  A«gM  ■»>*« 
wonadMl  byaoma  petaon  nkwm,"^^ 
«Mplo;«d  in  cMTying  the  aail  (^  ib«T^ 
Biaui,  and  who  ia  BOW  nndir  te  ctRC'B"*' 
aundaat  at  Fart  Stoddait.  „   >, 

Skc.  4.  Jwl  te  A  Avtter  mM  ^  „ 
act  sImU  not  bean  eoaatiatduu ■«"'!'* 
inii^  ooatraat  for  oairying  the  nail' 

Approved,  April  2!,  1906. 

Reaolved,  frj  the  SmaU  aad  Bmk  jf^ 
aenfottiM  of  the  United  Sfafts  'S^'^l 
OmgrtM  (umtmbled,  Thit  ibe  P'«*°' "J^ 
United  Slates  be  reqnesied  lo  ciw  »»  »» 
known  to  Nicholas  C.  NiBeo.esoDire.Hisi* 
ish  Majesty'.  Consul  reiiding  at  Trip«i,i«* 
sense  entertained  by  Congress,  rf  hii  v""^ 
and  beoesolent  aitentions,  manifesied  lo  ij"^ 
Bainbriclge,  bis  officers,  and  erew.diinog'"'' 
of  their  capiiTiiy  in  Tripoli. 
I      Approved,  AptU  10, 1306. 
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Adair,  Mr.,  ipaodi  of,  on  Britiib  aggrBHiotu 
Adama,  Mr.,  objeetioiu  of,  lo  the  propoaition  to 
anapend  oommenasl  intcrconne  nith  St. 
Domingo        ..... 
apMch  of,  OD  the  fain  to  ^Telit  abuw 

privileKo  I7  foreign  Miiuaton 
apeech  of,  on  tfai  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamet 
Ctnmalli.eT-Bai^H  of  Tripoli      - 
I    Adjonmment,  a  joint  oHnmitlae  appolntad  to  fii 
upon  a  da;  Ibr        -        •        -        .        . 
the  daj  for,  fixed  npon  hj  the  Hotiae  chang- 
ed from  ISth  ta  Slit  April 
AUen,  Ira,  neinprial  of,  read  and  referred  to  llie 
SeereUn  of  Btate  ... 
report  of  tlie  Secretary 
memorial  and    report  referred  to  a  ailect 

eonmittee     - 

American  aeamen,  a  bill  for  the  protection  and 

indemnidcation  ot,  read  ... 

read  a  aecond  thne    .        -       .        - 

called  ap  and  postponed     ... 

report  thereon  without  amendment 
motion  to  ww^oe  indeflnitely,  lost    ' 
the  bill  renrred  to  a  apedal  cMnmittM 
reported  with  amendment 
tm  recommitted         .... 
report  recommending  poMponement  of 
bill  to  the  next  Mauon,  adopted 
Aoderaon,  Mr.,  apeedi  of,  on  Britiah  aggrenioiui 
Appropriation*,  leave  aaked  and  obtained  b;  tlw 

Committee  on,  to  report  by  bill 
Armiatead,  Theodorick,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of 


:ivef  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice 


third  reading  <^  the  bill  reAtaed  • 
Anniaa  of  llw  United  8talea,a  bill  from  the  Honae 

of  Repreaeotatirea  oataUiabing  mlaa  Had 

regnlationB  for  the,  read 
read  a  ascond  time  and  referred  • 
reported  with  emendmanla 
UBendmenti  adopted  and  bill  otdarad  t 
,    third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time  and  fitrtber  action  pi 


Annie*  of  the  United  Btatea— oantiniMd.  Page, 

the  Banata  receda  from  aome  ameBdmaal^ 
tnalit  on  othera,  and  appoint  Hanagera  to 
confer    .......    300 

the   Honae  of   RepnaentaliTe*  inaiat,  aad 

ageMioonfer S07 

the  Managera  report  and  tho  Senate  raeede     910 
Arma  and  ammnnition,  ■  bill  tntm  (he  Hooae  *f 
BepieaentatiTee  to  prohibit  the  expottation 
of,  read  twice  and  referred      -        -        -      M 
rnpMted  with  amendment*,  whieh  were  read      SS 
UU  ordered  lo  a  third  reading,  aa  amoidad  •      N 
diird  reading  refnaed  and  the  bill  loM  '        '     IBS 
Arm;  and  Na^,  a  biD  from  the  Boiwe  of  Rap- 
rMentaEivea  lo  prohibit  officeta  of  Ihe,  from 
holding  any  civil  office,  read  -       -        -    flH 
ad  a  aecond  time  and  poatptmedto  theiMKt 

eemon S» 

Attomer  Seneral,  a  t«*o!alton  adopted  dlraciing 
Uke,  lo  report  at  the  next  aeMion  «atatai 

tableaoffeea US 

B. 
„  .      .  tain,  attanliana  (bam  lo,  by  tha 
Daniah  Conaul  at  Tripoh        -        •        -     19L 
Barbai;  Fowara,  a  bill  from  tba  Hanae  of  RapM- 
aanlativea  to  pMleot  tbe  oomBMKe  and 
aeiBMi  af  the  United  State*  againat  tbe, 

read US 

Tead  a  aaooud  time  and  reftned  -        .        •    SM 
motled  witbont  aoMiidmeot      •  -    MA 

biU  amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 

aaammdwl M7 

tba  Booaeof  fi^eaentalireadiiagrea  tothe 
amendment,  and  aak  a  eaBfereaaa,  to 
which    the    Sanala  agree,  and   uaiatnt 

UanagM* MS 

report  from  the  Uanagen,  and  the  Senate 

adban M9 

Bancm,  Conimodote^  deCmoa  at,  Iqr  Mr.  Adam*    119 
Bayard,  Mr.,  meecb  ^  on  Btitish  aggteanona    -     101 
lea*e  of  abaenca  aaked  and  obtained  bj  SM 

Bonapwt*,  nrockmaliMi  ot  t*  the  inhabilanta  of 

St.  Domingo ......    1S3 

Boeton,  memorial  of  the  marchanta  o^  read  and 

referred 81 

Biadl^,  Ml.,  i*  MMoinlad  on  a  eommitUe  in  tiw 
[jaee  oT  Mr.  8.  Smith,  elected  Piaaiihnt 

yroiem. SS5 

Bridgeport,  Conneeticut,  bill  from  Ae  Uonae  of 
HejMaantati'i**  for  buiiding  a  beaeon  at. 
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(nbjaet  of       -----        - 

flnt  of  the  iNolulioti*  unanimoiid;  tijoptod 
dabiu  on  the  Mcond  naolutioD  -       .       . 
dtbaU  on  tlw  Mma  raranwd       -        .        - 
•  motion  to  racommit  ih«  biO,  hial 
the  aaond  ruolalioa  tdi^itod     .        -        . 
driwto  on  the  Ibird  raaolutiaii     .        -        - 
fiinboT  tctioD  on  the  aune  poatponod  - 
Bnojt,  ■  bill  from  the  Hoom  of  RepreaeDtatiTM 
for  fixoiKi  in  Funtico  Bonnd,  read 
Te*d  ■  aeoond  time  and  rabrred  -        -        - 
.  reported  withont  aneodment      -        -        -    : 
ordered  to  a  third  leading  -        -        -        -    ' 

n«d  a  thiid  tima  and  puaed        -        - 
C. 
Cental,  s  toD  fiom  the  Hooaa  of  SapieaentativM 
maktog  fiinher  appnmriatiMiB  fcr  eonplet- 
iag  the  aonih  wing  o^  raed 
lead  a  aecMid  tima  and  ordered  to  a  third 


read  a  third  time  and  paaaed       -        .        . 
Carrer,  Jonathan.     (Bee  Harruon,  SammL) 
Chamber  of  Commefce  of  Philadelphia,  memorial 
of  the,  reUtiog  to  raei*  in  th«  DeUwara 
1  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 


Civil  Ofice.     (See  Army  and  Nrnv^ 

C\aA,  Daniel,  •  petiliaii  of^refnnd  t*  lk>a» 

mittaa  app<Hnted  to  emada  the  rdnwi 

of  anndrf  porchaaeii  of  laadi  in  Olw 

an  adTeiae  report  iherem oriend  In  iti 

Ibetahla 

Cleiki,  a  bill  to  regulate  and  Gi  dia  coDpui 

tion  of,  read 

read  a  ■aeonil  time,  and  oFdoedUiIbi 

read  a  thud  time,  and  pawed     ■ 
returned  fiom  the  HonN  of  BepnoWiia 

with  amendmenta  -        ... 

which  amondmenta  were  fttti  to   ' 

CUnlon,  George,  Vi««  Preaident,  madm 

in  the  Senate  .... 

Cod,  an  aigumeot  againat  the  i^Mttaa 

ftom  GiMt  Britain  -     ■ 

Coina,  ■  bill  fran  the  Hovae  tf  S^wMKi 

in  relation  to  Air^gn,  read     -     ■ 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  le&md 
report  at  large  read  and  oidend  N  b 
amendment*    reromnianded  ii  itt  nfai 

adopted,  and  the  bin,  a*  I 

to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  thiid  time,  and  p*ml. 
the  Houie  of  RepieMntatirn  ignt  U  i* 

amendment  with  I         '     ^■■' — 


Chaplain,  election  oTa      - 

Cherokee  Indiana,  a  Miaiaga  6ora  the  Preddent 

of  the  United  Statea  commnnioating  a  con- 


Chea^eake  and  Delaware  Canal  (^onpanf , 
morial  of  the,  read  and  retered 
a  report  thereon,  with  a  reaolation 
a  MpT  of  the  memorial       ■        -        - 
Ibither  eonaideralion  poa^ned  to  next  ae*- 


ordered  Id  be  printed 
the  report  nfened     -        -        - 
fiirllMT  connderalian  of  poatponed  t 


Chickaaaw  Tribe,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Rep- 
reaentatiTea  to  earrj  into  efieet  a  Veaty 
widi  the,  t«ad  twice  and  rebrred    - 

reported  without  amendment 

amended  tnr  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to 
third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  aa  amended 

die  Honae  of  RepreeentUiree  diaagree  1 
the  amendment,  and  adb«i«    - 

the  Senate  aiao  adhere       .        -        . 
Cincinnati,  a  biQ  to  antfaoriie  the  nle  of  a  eei 


with  amendmenta,  which  m 


rend  adiiid  time,  and  paoeed 

Mtdmed  from   die  Home  of  Repreaenta- 

tirea  wiQi  an  amendment,  which  waa  read 
the  •mendment  of  the   Houaa   of  Re^v- 

aentatiTea  ooncorred  In  - 


Commerce  and  Seamen,  a  biD  faniill"* 
of  RepreaenUtive*  farther  m  f«w4l 
of  the  Unil«d  Statea,  and  fcr  Nbi  F 

poeee,re«l '  * 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  lelernd  '  '  * 
reported  without  ameaimMit  ■  ■  ■  * 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  ibbdie^" 


the  Honae  of  RepieaentativE*  f*^  " 
the  amendment  and  id  *  (afateo, 
which  the  Senate  ooncnr  iii,ud>lf"'> 

managen '     , 

the  managcn  report,  and  (he  ScuHiditn  •" 

CoDecton  of  Cuatoma,  a  report  from  ilw  Stm- 

talj  of  the   TreafOrf  Kaliiig  ll»  W*' 

menta  of  the,  read  and  ardntd  U  Iii«' 

the  laUe         -  .       .      -     ■  » 

Committeea,  joint,  to  wait  on  the  Pnadial," 

the  faflgioning  aNd  deae  of  K»»    .  "^'^ 
the  diacharge  of  aoeh  ai  bin  »t  h>i  iw 

C<HigieM,  a  conmittee  appaint«d  to  'mm  i^ 

the  eipedienef  of  nroiiJiag  ^  «; 

the  next  meeting  of       -  '        % 

a  bill  reported,  and  read    ■  ■     '  „; 

farther mnaidetationTefaied,uidlhi)billW  "- 

Conllimtion,  a  reaotntioD  of  the  Ltg^toni* 

PenneylTania  proporing  in  iDiaimiai  ■   ^ 
the,  preaented  aoder  i"''''"^'''''''  /_J    i 
called  np  for  eoniideration,  uiil  poriponn  |^ 
poatponed  to  next  eeMon  -  L  aJ  ' 

B  iMcdnbon  to  print  capm  oC  Ibe,  kt  n  ^ 
nae  of  the  Senate  -       -  ■     '  ;. 

oon^deration  of  die  '•**'*"'J*3"'  h 
two  hundred  copie*  of  the,  MMm  *  " 

printod  far  the  uae  of  lh>  Scnitt   ■ 
a  reaolation  irf  the  Legiilalnnj*  ■'T 
land  aabmitted,  ander 
of  the    ■ 
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61 


Cooits,  »  bill  from  the  Hodm  or  BepremititivM 

relsting  to  recarda  of  judgmeat,  &C.,  read    !136 
letd  >  lecoDd  tims,  and  reftirnid  ""' 

rep(»ted  with  uneDdmenta 

biilltnl 

CraA,  Genbom,  peMon  oT,  praying  the  mboli- 

ti(Hi  of  ilarerj,  read        ... 
Dredh.  motioB  Mibmitted  for  t,  committee  to 

quire  into   the   expediency  oT  repealing 

■uch  paiU  of  all  acta  a>  andiorize,  on  pnb- 

iie  landj         .... 
consderation  of  «aid  niotion  poan 
Cnmbeiland,  Maryland,  a  bill  reported  to  la?  ont 

and  make  a  road  froni,  to  ibe  SlAte  of 

Ohio,  and  read       ... 
read  a  Mcond  timo    .        .        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
r««d  a  third  time,  and  paaeed 
the  Home  of  RepreaentatiTea  retnm  it  with 

amendmenta,  which   were  read   and  re- 


reported,  with  the  Hoiue'a  amendmenta 

vrhieh  weie  agreed  to         -        -        - 
^att«iit  Coin,  a  bill  reported,  to  paniA  cona- 
terfeilera  of  the,  and  read 

read  a  ■eeond  time,  and  refeired 

reported  without  ameDdment 

a  motiDn  to  atrike  out  the  ftmrth  aeetion  pre- 
vailed, and  thus  amended  the  bill  waa 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       ... 

nad  a  third  time,  and  the  ftrther  conaideift- 


amettded  and  paewd  - 


read  a  aecoMd  tfaua,  and  ordered  ti 


atUrd 


read  a  third  time,  and  concnrred  in    - 
)awaon,  John,  a  petition  of,  read  and  retened 

an  adTerae  report  thereon,  inciading  eeieral 
rimilar  petitiona,  wai  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  taUe  .... 
Defence,  a  report  in  part  on  the  memoriala  from 
New  YoA  and  Ksw  Haven,  recommend- 
ing a  farther  naval  armament  fbr  the  puhlit 

fwnaideration  of  the  report  pogtooned  - 
Denmark,  a  bill  &om  the  Hoase  of  Kepreienla- 
tirea  to  enaldethePreddent  of  the  United 
etatea  to  make  restitntion  to  the  Oovem- 
inent  o(  Ac,  read  ■        -       .       . 

T«*d  a  eecond  time,  and  itifisrred  . 

reported  with  amendments 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  aa  amended 

read  a  third  time,  and  ^rther  action  on 
poatponed      ..... 

bill  called  up  and  loet         ... 
Dent,  Captain,  eitiact  of  a  letter  bom,  while 

the  Mediterranean  (note  to)    . 
Diatiict  of  Colnnibia,  a  committee  appointed  lo 
inquire  whether  altetation*  are  neccaiary 
in  the  laws  relating  to  the 

a  tnO  reported  b;  aald  committee,  and  read 

read  a  aeeond  time,  and  re&rred 


Dlatiict  of  Uolnmbia — continiied.  Page, 

reported  with  anendmenta,  whidt  were  read, 

and  ordered  to  lie  -        -        -  .    329 

the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading  aa  amended    381 
read  a  third  time  aa  anieiided,  and  other 
amendmenta  being   propoaed,  Iba  con. 

■  -    3BS 

-     S37 


Eaton,  General  Wiltiam,  a  Meaiage  froni  the 
Pieaident  of  the  United  Stitea,  relating  to 
the  eflbrta  01^  to  replace  Hamet  Caramalli 
on  hi>  throne  ..... 

a  reaolution  lubmitted  in  honor  o^      . 

the  reaolution  read  •  thud  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendment*,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading 

Author  conudention  postponed  to  the  next 

Egleaton,  Aiariat^  and  olheia,  a  petition  o(  pray- 
ing for  a  post  road,  read  ... 

ETans,  OUtct,  a  petition  of,  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table       ..... 

r. 

Fee  bill,  reaolution  requeating  the  Jndgea  of  the 
Kitnetof  Colnnlda  torapoit  at  the  next 

Feea  of  Attorney*.    (See  DMruit  of  Ctlambia, 
■'     ■"    head  of"  BiUa  reported.") 

of  the  r"  ■ 

rial  o^  meaented  and  lafotred 
Fleleher'a  Neck.    (See  Wood  bland.) 
Fcmgn  Coioa.    (Gtae  Conu.) 
Foreign  Miniaten,  a  bill  preaeoted  to  prevam  the 
•lnM«  of  prinkgaa  by,  read 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  an  amendmet 

ealled  up  and'  poa^mBod 

Mr.  Adama'a  apeecfa  on  the  HU  - 

the  bill  read  «  tbitd  tima,  and,  after  debate, 
the  Senate  adfonmad      .... 

amendmenta  adopted,  uid  tha  bill  loat 
Portificalion*,  report  on  the  meoMiala  of  New 

York  and  NewHa*tB,  recommending  addi- 
tional, preaented    ..... 

conuderstion  of  the  repeal  poa^ned 
French  Republic,  a  bill  &om  the  Honae  of  Sep- 
resentativeE,  aupplementaiy  to  the  act 
making  proTiaion  for  the  pa]miant  of 
claims  againsi  the,  aieiuaed  in  the  Con- 
Tenlion  of  1803,  read      -        -        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred    ... 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .        -        .        .        . 

read  a  third  time,  amended,  and  paaaed  aa 
amended        ...... 

notice  of  its  being  approved  and  aigned  by 
the  Preaident  .        .        .        .        , 

bin  &om  the  Honie  of  Repreaentative*,  anp- 
plemenlary  to  the  actmaking  pronaioa  for 
payment  of  daima  against  ^,  Ax.,  read 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 

reported  wilhont  amendment,  and  ordand 
to  a  third  reading  ..... 

called  dp  again  ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  fhrtber  acliw  en  it 
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GalUopolu,  a  BMniotnl  of  FNnch  Mttlai*  in, 
ttmi,  *nd  referred 

the  commitlee  aik  mnd  obtain  Ibmi  to  im- 
port bj  lall 

K  bill  nportod  anil  wad 

md  B  aeoond  ttna,  uid  ordirad  to  ■ 

M>d  ■  tlord  time,  and  ptaed      - 

Ointt,  Rev.  Dr.,  election  of,  ai  CtupUin 

Georgetown,  Diitrict  of  Columbia,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  BepreaenutiTea  to  incorpomte 

the  PreAyterian  congregation  of    - 

read,  and  ordered  lo  a  Moond  reading 

read  *  aecoad  time,  anil  referred 

reported  withont  amendment      - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      • 

meniorial  of  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of, 

■gainst  •  bridge  otbt  the  Potomac  - 

Georgia,  a  petition  of  agents  for  purcIuMr*  of 

lands  nnder  the  State  o(  read 
OlaH,  Hand,  and  Olhen,  a  petition  of,  rei 

relerred  ,        .        ,        - 

Glaaa,  D»*td.    ^See  Harmonv  SoeUty.) 
Oorernment,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Itepreaent- 
alivea  making  aj^iropriation  for  mppoit 
of,  read 


ing  to  Bonet  aad  iHaagwmg  t 
amendaaal^  and  aA  a  eonfi 
the  mnferenoe  agreed  to,  and  u 

■nanagera  rep 
•greed  to 

OrifflttkHobeitK.    {9m  NUUm  *  (hifitA.) 
Oanboats,  a  bill  from  the  Heoae  of  BeBienata 
tiraa  £>r  buIMiBt,  read  twise,  and  ordaMl 

to  a  AM  reading 

read  •  ttiird  time,  and  reftnad    ... 
dwithai 

Hair,  an  attempt  to  anend  the  regnlationi  of  the 

Army,  aa  to  Ike  mode  of  wearing  the      .    ! 
Hamat  Oatamalli,  a  Meange  finm  die  Preudent 
of  the  United  Statea  in  relatloD  to,  refer- 
red         

report  ot  the  eommittae  thereon 

a  ^  reported  for  the  relief  of,  read    -        -     ! 

read  a  ieoond  time,  and  ardeied  to  a  third 
reading -     ; 

nad  a  Oati  time,  and  fiirtlier  action  thereon 
poetpotied      '--.--    i 

a  motion  to  amend  not  acted  on-        ■        -    '. 

Ilie  bill  reoommltted ; 

a  poatponement  of  the  same  to  the  neit  u»- 

nottee  gtrm  of  a  bill  Ibr  the  temporary  relief 
of J 

leaTe   granted,  and  a  bfD   bronght  in  and 

read  a  MooDd  time,  amended,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading        -        -        -        .        ■    I 


Harding,  Captain  Beth,  petiiiaa  «(  nad  ■!  * 

a  bill  reported  for  the  telief  d|  nad  - 
called  apandpoatponediiteiMMdat 

ing 

ordered  to  a  third  readmg  -  -  -  - 
read  a  third  tine,  imeadtd,  lel  Mi 
amendment  propoaed  •  -  .  - 
called  Bf ,  and  poetpaned  -  -  -  - 
read  a  third  time,  tai  fimBiuiaaM 
Hardware,  argvnteiit against  the  uafnuat 

&om  Great  Britun        -      ■     - 
Harmai^,  Sode^  of,  nietMdat  dik,»da£ 
jefened  -        ... 

a  bill  reportad  (kneoa,  aad  iw 


ordered  to  a  third  reeding  u  •■ 

read  a  third  time^  and  pund 

Harriion,  8amnel,agant  forlhebeintfCifei 

Cartn,  petitioBOtreadudnW    ; 

Hati,  an  atgnmant  against  tke  i^Mie  i 

from  Great  Britain  -    -    ' 

Baye,  John,  a  pedtian  at,  rrfmed  Mb  m» 

tee  to  whom  were  nkatit^aif' 

of  a  aimilar  naUue 

an  adTSne  report  thoeoa 

Henrick,  brigandne.     (See  Btmak] 
Hichbome,   Bei^amin,  and  othn  p*  ■ 

read 

referred,  with  olhen  of  a  aoabV  '  ^ 

leave  asked,  granted,  and  ■  bill  qe*  '  - 

(See  TenneMceianJtjtavih^lki'i 

Bickendall,  Samuel,  petitiDa  it  lAd'^ 

Committee  on  ReTohHioMiTf)' 
High  aeaa.    (8m  Brititi  qggrwsw) 
Hillhooae,  Mr.,  neeeh  at,  la  ttlf»^'* 

with  St.  ItoMi^o  - 
Boom  of  lUfreeraMlTCh  a  wMp^ 
oommnnicating  that  tli^  bit*' 
4«cinim,andalMa«daE^^    '^ 
a  meaaage  from  the,  WBmiii<*  * , 
flley  wai«r««djM  •4JMB*  ■    '  " 
I 
Impaaehment,  an  aooiunt  of  bnij>  ^t^ 
in   fitting  up   Iha  SeBtM  Cba"" 
CoBitof         .        -       •      ■     ■ 
ImpoTtntion,  a  committee  ipfeiatal  >■  f^ ' 
bin  in  relation  to    -       -      ~     ' 
a  bill  from  the  Home  of  fitpnMOliA* 

pohibittha,ofceitaiifiwUi^' 
read  a  aecond  time,  tad  nfaired 
reported  with  ameudmeiUi       "^ 
mdered  to  a  third  resdiog  »'*"™'Jj 
read  ■  third  time,  and BsiaHl ""^ . 
tmporta  and  Tonnage,  a  biB  bun  IW  b^ 
BeprennlatiTea to  smMid lh« •*■  ^ 
late  thecollectiwiof  diiti»«*    , 
read  a  second  tiioe,  and  rebrnd 
reported  without  amendmMt    -     | 
ordned  to  a  third  readiof  •      '     \ , 
read  a  third  time,  amuided,  •»  P^ 
amended        -        -       '      '     '    , 
Indiana  Territory,  notice  of  *  Wl  MP»*' 
the  act  to  dinde  the  ,'  i  ji 

laaT«gr«Dtwl,  a  bill  pnswitel.u*'" 
thatefiect      .       -       •      - 
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lana  Tenitorj — eonttnued.  Pi 

read  k  avcoiid  timo,  wul  ordend  to  ■  tbird 

read  a  tlurd  tune,  »ti  hrthei  actiMi  thoMU 


INDBX. 

Senate  Proceedingt  and  DAaitt, 


Moonil  I 


poBtponad 
called  up,  aod  ^laed 
a  bill  from  tlw  Hoom  of 


amend  the  tet  to  ffinde,  read  - 
lead  aaeoond  tuae,  uid  nfemd  - 
reported  with  *melidnieiit*,  which  If  ere  i«sd 
called  up,  tni  poa^poiiBd  iudtdiutelj  - 
notice  of  ■  bill  to  m^ip^nJ  the  mIb  of  cer 

land*  within 

leave  giaatcd,  •  bQl  pnmnUd,  uid  read 
lead  a  eecoDd  tuna,  asd  lafcned 
feported  wilhont  ameodmatla    • 
ordered  to  ■  third  readini  -.         -         - 
Tead  a  thij^  time,  and  ftnther  action  poat> 

a  bill  from  the  Howe  of  BapraaaDtatrra*  »■ 
apecting  cloima  to  lend  in,  rea^ 

lead  a  second  time,  and  refemd 

reported  wlthont  amendtnent,  aitiended,  lad 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  paisad  as  amraided 
lian  tcibea,  a  Meaaage  firom  the  Freiident  of 
the  United  Btat«e,  endoaing  trealiea  with 


a  bill  fi-om  the  Booae  of  RepieaautatiTaa,  to 
eatabliah  tcading-hoaiei  with  thcs  read 

read  a  aeccmd  time,  and  rafemd 

reported  with  amen  dmenta 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  aa  amended 

read  a  third  time,  and  paued  aa  "°""'*»^ 

a  bill  from  the  Bouae  of  Re^reseolatiTei,  to 
can;  into  eflect  treattea  with  certain,  read 
twica,  and  reierred 

reported  vithout  aqiendmeDt 

•gain  referred    - 

reported  withont  amendment 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaied 
letcoiuae  with  formgn  nationa,  a  UU  from  1^ 
Houae  of  RepreacntatiTe^  confidential^ 
broDghtin,  to  defray  auj  extraordinai;  i 
penaea  attending  the,  nad      •        -    . 

read  ■  aecond  tune     .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        - 

called,  and  poa^Moed  by  the  casting  tote  of 
IhePrenJeat- 

read  a  third  time,  and  ai 

fared      ■ 
various  gMstions  taken  o 


J. 

duon,  Mr:,  ape«di  of,  in  rtjAj  to  Mr.  Adama, 

on  the  St  Domingo  btH  • 

in  replj  to  Meaare.  Smifii  and  Mttcliill,  on 

the  same  aotgeci    -       -       .       .       . 

the  decease  of,  annonnced  to  Hie  Senate     • 

the  President  of  the  Senate  directed  to  iolbnn 

EiecntiTB  of  Oeorgia  of  Ae  decease 


e  to  amend  o^ 


of- 


declanng  the  town  of,  to  be  a 


oidsred  to  a  third  reading  -        ... 

tead  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        . 

JoB«a,  Philip  L.,  and  othn«,pet)tioBo(  Mad  and 

the  "'■"-■■"'"  aak.  and  obtain  leave  to  Nsert 

lybiU 

a  bill  reported,  and  read  .... 
re«d  a  aecond  time  .  •  .  .  . 
caQed  np,  and  poatpoued  .  -  ■  ■ 
amended,  and  ordraed  to  a  tbiid  readmg  • 
read  a  tlurd  time,  and  passed  .  .  - 
X. 
Kaotnckj,  memorial  of  the  Governor  ef,  read,  and 

Tatoved  to  the  Seerelary  of  War    - 
KitdteH,  Mr^  speech  ot,  on  BritiA 


Land,  a  certain  lot  oC     (See  dneumati.) 
Laud  Wairanta,  a  biU  from  the  Eonae  of  Bepre- 
tentativaa  to  continue  in  forca  the  act  an- 
thoriiing  BecrelsiT  «f  War  to  issne,  read 
read  a  aecand  tine,  and  rejeired 
reported  with  amendmenta 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  aa  amended 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased  as  ameui 
Landaia,  Peter,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Bepi 
sentativea  foi  the  relief  ol,  read 
read  ■  aecond  time,  and  relened 
reported  withont  amendment 
.    called  «f,  and  no  action  on  it    - 
ordned  lo  a  third  reading  - 
biQ  amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  pasted 
a*  amended    -----. 
retttmed  Irom  the  Honae  of  Repteaenlalrres 
with  the  amendment  disagreed  to,  and  aik- 
ing  a  conieMnce.on  which  managers  were 

appointed 

managers  report,  and  the  Senate  adhere 
Laws,  the  Libiaiy  Coounittee  directed  to  report 
what  diapoaition  ahonid  be  made  of  the  1^ 
omee  of^  reaerved  for  the  diapoail  of  Con- 

Lett,  "^^M,  defence  of  the  conduct  o!,  by  Mr. 


litants  of  St.  Domingo 
Le^  Wtniam,  and  Hugh  HaiweU,  a  petitiMi 

oi^  read,  and  referred 
Ubraiy,  a  committee  on  Ae 


rnort  <rf'  die  same,  in  part  - 
a  bill  reported,  maki 
fiirther  anpnort  o: 
read  a  aecoodtime,  and  ordered  to  I 


thlid 


read  a  tlurd  time,  and  peaeed 

a  HII  &om  the  Bouse  of  HepresentatiTe* 

amend  the  set  conoeming  the,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  rt^rred 
lepMted  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  dlird  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  lost  - 
Light-booses,  a  bill  fiwn  the  House  of  Sepresent- 

ativei  for  erecting  certain,  read 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  reftrred 
rmorted  withont  amendment 
ordered  to  a  tluid  reading  - 
.    read  athiid  limB,  and  puaed 
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Lfavni.  Mr.  Smith'i  r«>ioiu  (or  doairing 

llibit  Sxe  unportatioii  of,  from  G.  Britun 
Logan,  Mr.,  ramani  of,  od  a^ing  leiTc  to  bring 

in  a  bill  to  mapend  eonusardal  " 

oonM  with  Bt.  Domingo 
Long  laland  Sound,  a  bilJ  from  tfas  Hodh  of 

Re|m««ntmtivM  to  ratal 

nad  a  aecond  time,  and  Tofanvd  - 

repoTtod  without  amandmant 

oidored  to  a  third  nading  - 

read  a  third  tuna,  aa  amended,  and  pMMd  aa 


Looking-glaaaea,  argtuncnt  againM  the  impoita- 
tion  of,  (ma  Oraat  Britain  ■  .  ■ 
Lonimana,  a  bill  from  the  Hovae  of  Ra{weaantB< 
tiTaa,  (ittMilint  th«  power  of  the  8iir*B7> 
or  Oenaralof  UM  Temtorjof,i«ad' 
n«d  •  M0(md  time,  and  refnred 
apoTted  with  ameDdmenta,  which  wer 


3nt«dwr 
ednp,  a 


,.  indpoatp 

■meodmeata  djeagieed  to,  wad  the  bill  order- 
ed to  a  third  reading      ... 

read  a  third  time,  without  further  actioD  i 

ealbd  up,  and  psaed        ... 

a  bill  proriding  flirlher  for  the  gorenunent 
of  tne  fiatrido^read      - 

Mad  a  aecMid  time,  and  referred 

•  hU)  reported  to  tacertain  and  adjaft  land 
daima  within  the  diatrid  of  • 

read  a  aocoiid  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 


read  a  thud  time,  and  pawed 

the  Honaa  of  Repreaentalivaa 

an  amendment,  whidk ' 


Maaaadkoaetta,  a  bin  from  the  Boom  </  Rt^ 
aentatJTea  for  erecting  liglitbomtiiiiAr 
Bute  ot,  Ac,  read  - 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 


Meaaaga,  annoal,  of  the  Pteaidenl  ef  tbe  UbU 


Madiaon,  Jamei,  letter  oC  atating  the  principle 
interpolalad  into  the  law  of  uatioiu  b;  ttie 
Biitiih  eoarta 

Mann,  Oeorse  Waahingtan,  raadalioD  in  honor 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  refatied 

reported  with  an  amendment,  and  otdered  to 


callad  np  and  poa^nod  to  next  asaaion 

Manateld,  Bamnel,  peUlian  of;  read  and  re&rrad 

to  the  committee  on  the  town  of  Joraej   - 

(Bee,  al.0,  Jeraey.) 

Maiahala,  a  bill  from  llie  Hooae  of  Bepreaenta- 

titea  regnlating  the  bonda  gircn  by,  road 

read  a  aecond  tinu,  ai  '      ' 


reported  wiUi  amendmenta  ... 

culed  ap  and  poa^Muied     .... 
amoDdmonta  oiaagraed  to,  and  bill  ordered 


Mad  a  third  lime,  and  furlhar  action  a 


oomadeta 
•mandmenta  adopted,  bill  further  amended 


ta  amended    ..... 
retomed  from  the  Houm  of  Repreaentatiiea 
with  amendmenta  to  amendmeata,  and  re- 


tte  Hooaa  of  R^eaeotalivea  in 


repotted  w 


of  Iheai 


e,  with  docnmeat)  nlifiq  Ufa- 

ing  Judge  of  the  Tertitoij  rf  Kictii;ii 
grrtng  the  inforaution  aikad  foi  nbtn 

die  eomplainta  of  France,  fte. 
in  rdation  to  the  ez-Badiaw  of  Ti^ 
in  rdation  to  the  ofpMmioa  <f  oaa 

and  navigatiMi       .       .      .     ■ 
encloang  ■  letter  from  the  Himria  t,  Lat- 

doD,  (confidential)  - 
with  another  copy  of  the  aana  letU 

for 

with  docnmenlB  in  relation  to  At  m  (B- 

dplea  aaramed  bj  the  Biitidi  conn,  b. 
Domniitnicatiiig    a  memotiil  al  in  aa- 

dianta  of  Baltimorfl        .      ■     -     ■ 
•adonng  an  act  of  the  Legiililirtrffa'* 

Carolina,  cfding  certain  Ibit^tcU  lit 

United  States  

anetoatng  treaiiea,  dec,  witli  co^  l>te 

tribaa 

with  a  letter  from  the  BritidiSanaiTfc 

Foreign  A&in  to  Mr.  Hobot     - 
relating  to  the  siploratiim  of  Ac  it'll  "■'' 


in  relation  to  the  direati  of  tluBtTinW  ^ 

IGdugan,  a  biU  from  the  Honn  «( B^"^ 

tirea  to  provide  Ibr  the  adJMtnwaUfMO 

in  the  Tecrilory  of;  read  ■    'nl 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  refenal 

reported  with  amendmenia        -       ^^ 

amendmenta  agiaed  to,  and  dw  Ul  <■•■" 

to  a  third  reading  -  -      "^ ' 

read  a  third  time,  and  pawad  u  uDmM 

MBitan  EataUirimient,  a  Mil  fr«•B^^^^ 

Bepreaentatwea  making  •ppropnl"'' 

enpport  of  the,  for  ISM,  read - 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  refenvd 

repotted  without  anwndiaeiit,  i  ~ ' 

a  thbd  reading 

rsad  a  third  time,  and  MMei    *      ,    , 

Militia,  a  bill  for  elaaang  the,  itpom^n"^ 

iMdaaaeatidtime,aDdrrfeaed-      '     ' 

reported  with  oereral  »meod»««i»  ■»» 

amendmenta  agreed  to      -       -      ' 
read  a  third  time,  and  laat  - 
a  bin  from  the  Uonae  of 

aBthoriaJng  a  detachmaBt  iS,^ 
raad  a  aecond  time,  and  itAtni 
reported  without  amendBUt     ■      V 
raad  a  third  lime,  amended,  an*  f^ 

amended        .       -  ' .    it  > 

aMeeaage  from  the  FrMideat  of  lb  !''>< 

Slalaa,  with  a  atatamaat  of  w 
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SemUt  Proceedings  and  DebaUe. 


I  cepMt  of  ttw  DiiecUt  of  ths,  ouBmani- 
catod  br   tbe    PiMdcnt  of  the  United 


oof 


PiMdcnt  € 

mlditioii  to  the  Mt 


eatabluhuQ^     ' 
leave  Bisoted,  a  biU  bronght  id  and  read     - 
read  a  Micond  time,  and  letemd 
reported  with  amendmeDti  .        -        ■ 

amendmenta  agieed  to,  and  bill  ordered  to  a 

Ijiird  leading  .        .        .        .        - 

Tcad  B  Ihiid  time,  and  pawed  ai  amended  - 
iiill,  Mr.,  (peach  o^  on  the  8t  Domingo  bill 
an  the  leMrfvtiona  relating  to  Britiidk  aggia*' 

,  Tiinothy,  petition  o[,  read  and  rafema  to 

Rerolntiaoaiy  eooimittee         ... 
kToe,  Jaoiea,  et^j  of  a  letter  froni,totha  BriU 

idk  Seeretarj  for  Foreign  AfGUn,  read     - 
iona  mads,  to  appoint  a  commitlea  to  inquire 

oooceming  the  Librair    ■        ■        - 
to  requeil  the  Fiendent  of  the  United  State* 

ta  Ittrniah  information  tonehfaig  the  a — 


L  Dmninga 
10  request  certain 
dent       - 


Court  of  Il_, 

for  a  cominitliie  to  wait  on  tha   Pieaideat 

with  certain  reaolutioiia  .... 
for  a.  joint  coaunittea  on  the  Libnj 
for  a  jMnt  oommitte*  U 

neaa  ihould  be  dona  daring  6t»  preaant 


ler  what  bi 


ional  Academj, 

corpOfate  a  ■  -  -  -  •  -  it* 
leave  granted,  a  bill  brought  in  and  read  •  161 
read  a  lecond  time,  and  lefened  -        -     163 

I  reported  without  anwnjwant  -  -  .  IBS 
I  ordered  to  ■  third  reading  .  -  .  -  1S3 
I  read  a  third  time,  amended,  and  again  le- 

brred 198 

ral  Peace  Eitabliahinent,  •  bill  from  the 
Houie  of  RepreseotattTBa  lupplamentaiy 
to  the  act  pioriding  for  a,  lau  twice  and 

referred 846 

;  reported  with  amendmeata,  which  ware 
,  adopted,  and  the  bill  wai  read  a  third  time, 
,  and  pawed  aa  amanded  -  -  -  .  348 
,  the  Houie  of  RepreaantatiTee  ad:  a  confer- 
ence on  it,  which  ii  agreed  to,  and  laana- 
gen  are  appinuted  •        .        .        -  M8 

the  manager*  report,  and  the  Senate  recede      S49 
Tal  eeivice,  a  bill  fiom  the  House  of  Bspre- 

tion  for  the,  read  -        -        -        -       IB 

^  read  a  wcond  time,  and  referred 
reported  witboota 

a  third  reading  ■  .  . 
read  a  third  time,  and  piMed  • 
a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  RepTOMnti 

ing  additional  appropriation*  to  supplf  de- 
1  former  approjwialiena  for  the, 

fiS 


Page. 
Nangalion,  a  bill  reported  for  the  encouragement 

of  the  ihipping  and,  read        ...     Ig3 
read  a  lecond  time  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 166 

read  ■  third  time,  and  further  action,  and 

Joatponed      ......     184 
sd  up  and  poa^ned  to  neit  seaaioa      -    328 
Kmrj,  a  bill  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  in  reptj 

to  a  resolotioa  of  the  Senate,  read  -        -       17 
a  bin  from  the  Houae  of  Repreaentativet  mth- 

ing  appropriatiaBB  £>r  aupptKt  of  the,  read    S3S 
read  a  second  time,  aikd  referred  .        .    IM 

reported  without  amendment      ...    240 
read  a  third  time,  and  pawed      .        -        .    243 
New  England  Mi»lMi[nH  Land  Campany,  me- 
morial of  the,  read .        •        -        .        .      46 
New  Haven,  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Com> 

meree  of,  read  and  referred      ...     113 
New  Orleans,  memorial  of  the  House  of  Rapre- 
•entative*  of  the  Territory  ot,  read  and  re- 
ferred      .44 

a  bill  presented,  relating  to  the  salaries  of 

the  jodge*  0^  and  read  ....      88 
read  a  second  time    .....      S6 
called  up  and  poa^xHied    -        •        .        -      90 
amended  aud  Mdered  to  a  third  reading      .      99 
raid  a  third  time,  and  passed  •*  amended    -     113 
a  committee  appointed  to  consider  a  motion 
tolacateatractof  landin  the  territory  ^ 
for  certain  purpoaea        ....     18S 
(See  OrUaat-i 
New  York,  memorial  of  the  merchants  at,  read, 

ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  -        •46 
a  report  thereon  read,  with  resolution  for  d«- 


nem<nial  of  the  governor  of  the  hospital  in 

Uie  vJtj  4iC,  resd  sod  refairsd  •        •  - 

report  recommeoding  postponement  to  ua>t 

SBwioa,  adopted      ...        -  .    J 

NioUin  and  Griffith,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Bapr«santatiT«s  for  rdief  of^  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  tofcried  -     I 

reported  without  amendment     •        -  .     i 

a  maminial  ol,  read    ...'.; 
North  Gandioa,  •  r^cesentation  oonoeming  p«n- 
MMten  on  the  hat  of  the  State  o^  read  and 
referred  to  the  committee  oa  rev^utionary 


a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepreaentMivea  to 
altar  the  tiuM  for  holding  the  Circnit  Court 
(rf  the  district  ot,  read     .... 


read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    - 
returned  from  Housa  of  Repreeeutativas  with 

amendments,  which  were  agreed  to  • 
a  bill  fiom  the  House  of  Representstives  to 

cause  the  oosst  of^  to  be  Burejed,  read    ■ 
read  a  ssoond  time,  and  referred  ... 
reported  without  amendment      -        -        -    '■ 
oidend  to  a  thiid  reading  • 
read  «  third  time,  amended,  and  psMod  a* 


Northwest  TenitoiT,  a  bill  from  the  Housa  <a 
Be[ffesentatives,  for  relief  of  Ihe  GoTem. 
mantidtoi,  of  tlw,iead   .... 
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NodliweM  Tsnitory — continued.  Fife, 

mad  t  aecoiiB  tima,  and  refiamd  -  -  S6 
repoilKl  witliont  UDsndniaDt,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  ....        .79 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaasd  •  -  -  SB 
Notioaa  giran,  of  a  t«ll  to  prohibit  die  import*- 

tiou  of  certain  perMiu  ....  SO 
to  mohibit  cominereial  intarcoone  with  8L 

Poniiiifo                          ...        -  SI 

to  anthoma  die  lale  of  a  certain  lot  of  land  66 

to  eltat  the  militia     .....  ST 

to  pnniah  connterieiten  of  the  etorent  cobi.  74 
fbrthar  to  [nvride  for  the  gOTemment  of  the 

diatriel  of  Loniiiana  ...  -  74 
to  pnTant  abuaaofpririlege  bjibraigii  Hin< 

to  attapeiid  the  aale  of  certain  landa  in  the 

State  of  Ohio 193 

in  addition  to  the  act  for  eetablnhing  a  Hint    SOB 
O. 
(XBannan,  Prieatlj  N.,  leaolution  in  honor  of, 
read  a  aeeond  time,  1 
reported  with  i 

agreed  to,  ana  oroereu  lo  a  uum  naaipg 
caBed  up,  and  poalponed  to  naU  eeaaiiHi 
OScara  of  CongreM,  a  bill  fton  Oe  Honee  of 


a  third  reading 
read  ■  tUrd  time,  and  puaad 
TOtBrned  bmn  the  Honee  «f  Repteaentadrea 

partiaHr  agreed  to 

Ibe  Senate  iniiat,  aik  a  conierence,  and  ap- 


the  Bonee  of  RepreaentaliTea  agtee  to  a  eon- 


theHoaaeoflb 


tatitec  ditagree  to  Ihe 


Ogden,  a  a.,  and  WlHan  flmia,  •  aodn 
espBiige  from  the  Jooma]  aTerythiBg 
■ova  to  the  inemotial  of,  adopted  - 
Ohio,  a  leeehKioa  to  exaiiifate  Ae  act  to  eaaUe 
the  peo^e  of  the  eaaten  diviiisti  of  Ae 
TamtoiV  Horthweet  at,  to  frame  a  oomtt- 

tMOB,A«. IS 

coBiiiei'iid  tad  refctted  to  a  adedoammittaB  IT 
repoctoftbecominittae  thereon,  read  and  or> 

deredtolie JtS 

pelitieB  of  nndr;  parehaaera  oTpubHc  htida 

in  the  Stote  of,  read  nd  referred  -  -  5S 
notloe  of  a  bill  to  aoipend  the  aah  of  cettijn 

land)  in  Ae  Slate  of  -  -  .  •  l&S 
lean  gnnted,  •  bin  introduced,  and  nad  -  SOB 
lead  a  aeeond  time,  and  referred  '    SOB 

repHted  wltbont  amendmeM  .  ■  •  ISC 
oideied  toaOirdretdliig  -  .  •  -  317 
read  a  third  time,  and  poatponed '  SSB 

calbd  op  and  paieed  .        .        .        •     SSO 

•  biB  from  the  Honae  of  Repreeeatettraa  re> 

•McliBg  daiffl*  to  land  in,  read  -    BST 

read  a  aeeond  time,  and  refured         -        -    S3V 
r^orted  without  amendaient,  amended,  and 
ordved  to  a  tlurd  reading  *"' 


(Mean*,  a  Ini!  proridiny  tat  Aa  defence  ol,  ani 
di^toeal  of  a  part  of  die  pabbc  lanfc  ia 
the  Tenilorr  at,  preaented  and  rvad 


caltad  Qp,  and  peatponnd  to  tlin  next  a 

a  bill  to  eacartain  and  a^nat  dnime  ti 

within  the  Territory  of,  preasBtfld  and  rtad  nt 
read  a  •eeoaddme^onarealo  a  llnrd  leading  HE 
read  a  third  time,  and  pMaed  -  .  .  r" 
theHoMeofRapniaBaWiTee  TetnraOeia 


■dent  of  the  United  Sutoa,  n^ 
Peiui^liania,  a  biU  inat  tlu  Hooao  af  B^a- 
eentatiTea  declaring  the  aaaentof  Ceo^ea 
toiaetafthe  Ligialatunj  c^fd 


reported  without  amaaimwH. 
orilared  to  a  thkd  readinil  • 
read  a  thiid  time,  and  poatpumed 
amrnilnil,  anil  fiaiad  aa  aaminilod 


oflhaStatoofGaatgW    -         .        - 
Paffier,  Joeeph,  anil  othen,  a  petitiai  o(  nad 
redirred,  with  odkara  of  a  «iiiin»j  "W-.^ji..  . 
Philadelphia,  memorial  id"  the  merchanta  a(  read 

and  lefcned,  with  oIltoiB  ... 

PialAeflhaw  hidiani,  a  mcMage  fivn  the  Tnm- 

dent  of  the  United  Stolea,  oommniatiiv 

a  treaty  with  Ae 1 

Psrtt  aod  hartion,  a  h«B  from  fte  H«wc  elBe^ 

WMenlativee  for  tiilH^iug  the.  of  tkt  Um- 


third  reading 
read  a  tUtd  tim 
reported  whh 


agreed  U^  and  bfll  pmad  at 


•dt,  a  report  of  I) 


read  a  aeeond  Uma,  and  rajtoed 
retorted  without  amendment 
oidered  to  a  dud  readiiv  .         .  - 

caltod  up  and  peatpoaed  to  moci  acMiaB 
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Senate  Proeeedtngt  and  DAatm, 


Pmbjteiiui  eoDgregation  of  Qaorgetown,  D.  C, 
•  bill  from  the  Hoow  of  RepreMnUtiiM 
to  incoiporate  the  -        -        -        -        • 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  wcsiid  readiog 
read  ■  MMnd  time  aod  referred  .        .        ■ 
reported  wilhont  amandmeiit      .        -        - 
ordered  to  a'  third  reading  -        -        -        • 
read  a  third  time,  and  pueed 
Prbilegea.    (See  Foreign  Mtnulert.') 
Public  Buildlngi,  a  Meaatge  from  the  Preddent 
of  the  United  Statea,  commonicatiDg  a  re- 

Cof  the  Suwejoi  of  the      - 
d>,  a  report  on  the  lubject  of  the  pro- 
'  ceedi  of,  in  the  Northireit  Tenhorj 

a  reaolotian  relative  to  the,  ceded  bj  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  -  .  .  - 
'  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Bepreaentativca  lo 
repenl  >o  much  of  any  act  as  authoriiei 
the  receipt  of  eiidenees  of  the  pnblic  debt 
in  payment  Ibi        -        .        .        . 

the  Mil  read 

read  a  mcond  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments  - 

the  loll  and  amendment*  referred  to  a  apeciat 


their  report  thereon  read    ■        ■        - 
the   amendtnenta  adopted,  and  the  bill  i 

dered  to  a  thitd  reading  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and,  pending  a  motion 

•trike  out,  the  Senate  adjonrned 
the  bill  sailed  up,  and  paned  a>  amended 
retnmed  from  the  House  of  Repreeentativei 
with  amendmenta,  and  conference  aiked, 
which  WB«  agreed  to,  and  managen  ap- 
pointed .'.■-.. 
report  ofthe  managen,  agreeing  to  an  amend- 

menl  and  inniting  on  another,  adopted 
Uie  Home  of  RepreaentatiTei  insist     - 
■ad  the  Senate  agree  to  the  Hoiue'a  ameni 


I  R. 

^app,  George,  and  othera.     (See  tfonaony.) 
cetiliona,  a  oomniiKee  afwointad  on  tharaport  <rf 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject  of 
officers'  .-..-.. 
efngeea,  a  bill  &am  the  Hoose  of  Repreaentktma 
in  relation  to  the,  from  Canada,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  refiored 
I      report  thereon  read,  with  ameadments 
called  np,  and  referred  to  a  special  commit- 


again  called  i 


esdntioD^  to  snpply  Sanatora  with  oewspapers 
authoriziDg  the  8ergeaDt«t-Armi  and  Door- 
keeper to  employ  an  assistant  and  hones 
requesting  the  Secretary  of  the  Nst;  lo  ex- 
plain why  his  ezpanditnrci  have  so  far  ex- 
ceeded the  appropriations        ... 
to  appoint  a  committee  to  make  the  aama 

asking  the  President  for  a  aacond  copy  of 
Mi.  Monroe'i  letter         .... 

fixing  the  day  of  adjournment     -         -         -     ' 
eToiationary  War,  abill  fnnolha  HoDseof  Rep- 
reaentsitiTe*  relating  to  persona  disabled  in 


9th  Con.— 4S 


ReiolDtionary  War — continned, 

reported  wW»  amendments,  which  mere  read 
called  up,  and  postponed  -  -  .  . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  -  . 
amendments  agreed  to,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed  as  amended  .... 

Rippen,  Joseph,  a  memorial  of,  read  ... 
Road,  a  bill  reported  to  regulate  the  laying  oqt 
Did  making  a,  fhim  Cumberland,  in  Mary- 
land, to  the  State  of  Ohio,  read 
(Bee  Cumberland.) 
Rodgers,  Captain  John,  noble  traits  in  the  diar- 
adei  of,  detailed    (note)         ... 
Roibnry,  Masaadinsetts,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  declaring,  to  be  a  port 
of  delivery,  and  for  other  purposes,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
repoiled  lo  the  Bouse,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  

read  a  third  time,  amended,  and 
amended        -        -        -        . 
Rolea,  a  committae  appointed  to  examine  the,  fin 
conducting  business  in  the  Senate  - 
report  of  the  committee  read 
amendments    reported    by    the    committee 
adopted,  with  ftirther  amendments,  and 
dered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        - 
read  a  third  time,  uid  fnrlher  action  thereon 

postponed      .        -        .        - 
the  report,  as  amended,  adopted  - 
Rum,  arguments  against  the  importatic 
the  British  West  Indies  -        - 
Runell,  Gilbert  C,  memoriel,  of  read  ufd  refer- 
red to  the  Secretary  of  War    - 
the  Secretary's  report  thereon  read  and  re- 
ft bill  for  relief  of,  reported  and  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -        .        -        - 
read  a  tl^  time,  and  passed 

B. 
St.  Dominga,  notice  ofa  bill  to|suq 

cial  intercourse  with      -        -         -        -  SO 

leave  granted,  and  a  bill  presented  and  read  SS 

rekd  a  second  time,  and  referred          -        -  63 

reporledwilh  amendments, which  were  read  7S 

called  up,  and  postponed    -        -        -        -  79 

queslioa  taken  on  the  amendment      -        •  BS 

amendmants  further  considered  -        -        -  W 

bill  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  8S 
read  a  third  time,  further  amended,  and  com- 

miUed 8» 

further  consideration  of  the  bill  -        -        -  113 

queation  taken  on  the  amendment       -        •  111 

a  motion  to  reconsider  lost          ...  US 

debate  on  the  bill  resumed  -        -        -        -  117 

called  np,  aod  passed  B«  amended        -        -  188 
Salem,  a  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 

of,  read  and  referred  with  othera       -         -  81 
Salt,  argument  against  the  imporlalion  of,  from 

the  British  dominions     -      - .        -        •  180 
a  bin  from  the  House  of  Representatives  re- 
specting the  acta  layitig  duties  on,  and  for 

nther  purposes,  read        ....  343 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred                  •  344 

reported  without  amendment      ...  34S 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 
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Salt — continDed.  P*g«. 

the  Hoiueof  BepTMenlativMduagTM  to  tha 
uneodmenu  uid  aik  &  contereoce,  irhicli 
waa  agreed  to,  and  managen  appoLntad    -    248 


SMate,  rules  tat  conducting  buames*  in  Ihe 

adjavmmeDt  of  tba,  without  da;         -        -     %ov 

Senate  Chamber,  an  account  of  the  expeiua  of 

fitlillg  up  the,  ai  a  court  of  impewbment, 

referred S09 

rt  IhereoD  read  ....    224 

fa  aecond,  [ime  ordered  to  a  third  reading     3S4 

read  ■  third  time,  and  agieed  to  -         -         -     388 

Benalora,nameaoflhe,  in  attendance,  9,  II,  IT,  13,19 

20,  38,  45,  71 

Sergeant-Bl-Atma,  ■  reMlutioii  to  competuate  the, 

for  hia  attendance  on  the  Court  of  Im- 


etoking  Fund,  the  report  of  the  C 

of  tiw,  presented    -        .        .        .        . 
abvetj,  •  menmial  respecting  the  tibalirion  of, 

aiaTee,  leare  a^ed  far  a  bill  lo  pidiibit  the  im- 
portation of,  after  lit  January,  IB08 
question  on  the  leaie  aaked,  t^en  bj  yeaa 
and  naja,  and  granted    .... 
bill  in  pursuance  thereof  preaented  and  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  indefinitely  poet- 


Smith,  Samuel,  election  of,  u  Preiideot pro  lam. 

of  the  Benate  .        -        .        .        . 

re-election  o^  aa  Vice  PreEident'e  retiring  - 
■peech  of,  on  the  suipcnaion  of  intereoune 

vjth  St.  Domingo  •  .  .  .  . 
•peeeh  in  reply  to  Mr.  Jackson  on  the  Btme 

speech  en  the  third  reaotution  concerning 
British  agfressions 

Smith,  Israel,  speech  of,  on  the  reaolutionB  relat- 
ing to  British  aggreaaiona        ... 

Soiitb,  Mr.,  of  Ohio,  speech  of,  on  Britiah  aggtea- 


Smitti,  William.     (Hee  Ogden,  S.  G.) 
8o«h  Carolina,  a  bill  from  Uie  House  of  Repre- 
sentatiTCs  declaring  the  aaunt  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  State  of,  read 
read  a  seeond  time,  and  referred 
reported  nithont  amendment      -        .        . 
called  up,  and  poalponed    -        -        -        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -        . 
read  a  third  time,  end  further  action  on  it 
postponed      ----.. 
caUed  up,  and  paMed  .... 

Stale,  report  of  the  Secretary  of,  in  reply  to  a 

rMolntion  of  the  laat  session,  read  - 
State  Jndgea,  dec,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
reaentatiTea,  to  extend  the  jnnadiction  ot^ 


read,  and  ordered  to  a  aeeand  reading  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and^asied  ■■  nmMided    - 
returned  bum   the   House  of  Bepieaent*. 
tires  with  amendments,  which  were  re- 
ferred     

reported  as  rebirad,  and  the  a 


by  law  to  encourage  the  cglUucitih. 

and  referred  to  the  CoaumHH  «a  ■    ■ 

SaUiTan,  Jamas,  and  others,  pstilioa  sL  lal  - 

reliBrred  to  the  comnittee  ea  stlat  jeUL 


T. 

Tennessee,  a  resection  to  open  lud  tSa  : 

theStalso^  referred      •      •     ■    . 

a  bill  reported  to  aathoiiu  Iht  Stall  ^l 

iasne  grants  of  cettain  Imk,  it.  k 

read  a  seeond  time  -  .... 
bill  amended,  and  the  fiirther  tnafDia 
thereof  poatponed  -        -      •     ■    ■ 


leaTe  aak< 


leaTe  aaked  and  obtained  for  i  biUexi 

into  effect  the  proniiana  of  iLt  u  ai- 

latingthe  grant*  ofland,dK.,iiNil<J3 

State  of,  sind  a  bill  pnMMeil  aiiti  ■ 

read  a  ■eoond  time    -        .      .    .    - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      -     .    - 

read  a  third  time,  and  faitbtt  tOmia^ 


called  up,  and  again  postpnud  -     '   • ' 

again  called  up,  and  paned       ■     -    ' ' 

returned  from  the  Home  of  Elf^)atat>^ 

with  amendments  -  *     '   ' ' 

the  wid  amendiDcuti  conciund  in    •    - 

a  bill  fiom  the  Houae  of  BcpmiW"- 

addition  to  an  act  r^ulstinf  <it  poj- 

laud,  &«.,  south  of  Ihe  Bute  oCnd     ; 

read  a  second  lime,  and  rtiani  -     ■    " 

reported  with  amendmeuts  ■   ''^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  u  maU    ' ;' 

read  a  third  time,  and  paiscd  u  viaU  - ' 

Temtorial  Courts,  a  bill  from  the  Bmaiif 

reaentatiTes,  to  extend  jiiii>lidia>*  _ 

tain  cases,  to.the,  read    -      -    '  '  * 

resd  a  seeond  line,  and  nkmA         ' ' 

reported  with  ameadmenls,  wbidi  ■■"* 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  um'^     , 

read  a  third  tnne,  and  paMsd  IS  •■«■. 

Toppan,  Edward,  and  o^en,  *  ^^, 

House  of  RepresenUdTN  fa  Ibt  i"* 


reported  witbont  ai 


queatioa  by  yeas  and  niyi,  OB  dxtKH  1^ 

Trading-houses,  a  bill  from  Ibt  H«»t'I<F 
■entatiTes,  to  ealahli^  aiA  MM  ' , 
dian  tribes,  read     - 


reported  with  ai 


dmenta  agrnd  la,  and  1^  oiW*' , 

uurd  rsading  -        -       -      "     V, 

read  a  Ihhd  time,  and  paaed  •*  i"^ 

Tieasnm,  ^  general  aocaadl  <tf  dw.  J"* 

ed  and  i«ad    -        .       -      -    /. 

two  hundred  copiei  of  iat  ttfottxM' 

be  prinMd      -        *       "      '.  Ah 

Treasury,  letter  fiein  the  8ecf»««iJ"f  "''•'. 

oftlfti" 

rasdnlioo  efdM  W" 


report  from  the  Beoelaiy  of  "fv"^ 


read 
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a,  a  rasolatioD  requeatJDg  th*  PTe*id«ot  (o 
cause  to  ba  lw<i  before  the  Senate  the 
CBUBB  of  diflerence  with  the  Bcj  of 

1  Message  flora  the  Pieiident,  commanicBt- 
ing  the  infonnitioii  uked  for,  with  the 
AmbuMiloc'a  letter,  ned,  and  referred    • 


half»f  the,  rMd 


Hela,  a  bill   from  the  Hob* 

tivea,  e^lMRUlig  (he  f)lrlher  lai^iuidoC 

read »3T 

read  a  eecood  time,  and  lefMred  >        •    337 

reported  HilhoutBaiandiuaDt      -        .        ■    246 
question  on  iti  third  reading  decided  ia  the 
negative,  aad  the  biU  loet        .        .        .    HT 
W. 
ishington,  a  memorial  fiom  the  Board  oT  IVne- 
teea  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  ednea- 
tktn  of  jonth  in  the  dtj  of,  read  and  re- 
ferred    ....        .        .        -      46 

lite,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  SL  Doming)  bill  •     1  IT 
tneaBes  in  the  trial  of  Judge  Chaae,  a  commit- 
tee appointed  to  prepare  a  bill  far  the  pay- 


it  of 


a  bill  reported  in  pnrmaaca  thereof,  and  read      83 
,    read  a  second  time     -         .         -         -         .       84 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        •        -       89 

returned  &om  the  House  of  RepnMntatiTea 
'        with  amendments  -        .        .        -        .    £48 
'   the  amendments  read,  dingreed  to,  and  con. 
'        ference  asked  .....    m 

the  Honse  of  Repreiantati*ei  agree  to  the 

'        conference  asked 346 

Sod  Island,  ManaehiuettB,  a  bill  from  Ae 
'  Bonis  of  BepreeentatiTes  to  erect  a  li^t- 
I       bouse  on,  and  for  other  purposes,  nad     -     114 

read  a  second  time,  and  rubrred  .        -     116 

'  reported  without  amendment  ...  I4t 
'  oriteied  M  a  third  reading  .  -  -  .  144 
'  read  a  third  time,  and  pasted  -  -  -  161 
■wdwaid,  Angtistus  B,  a»«inorial  of,nre«mited  339 
xtUeiM,  Mr.  8.  SoHth's  reasons  fbr  deriiiiig  a 
prohibition  of  the  import^n  of,  fotm 

Great  Britain 176 

brthington,  Hr^  spseth  at,  on  firiliA  tS"*- 

...     104 


IS  and  nays,  on  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a 


Tbeodorick  Armisted  -  .  .  . 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  biQ  fbr  relief  of 

Edward  Toppan  and  others  ... 
on  lefening  certain  docomenti  to  a  spedat 

committee  -->■■.. 
on  the  sdofition  of  the  icsolntion  reqneating 

the  President  to  canse  ■  copy  of  Mr.  Hon. 

roe's  letter  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate    • 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  F«ge> 

Ml  two  reselntions  asking  certain  informa- 
tion of  the  President       -        -        •        -      86 

on  referenra  of  the  bill  relating  to  inter- 
ooarse  with  fiireign  nations     •        -        -      M 

on  eandr;  nolioas  to  refor  and  amend  the 
asms      ......         87,  BS 

on  the  final  paaasge  of  the  bill  fot  relief  «t 
C^^n  Seth  Hardiag    -        -        -        -      89 

OD  the  motion  to  atrika  oat  oertaiB  parts  of 
the  second  resolution  relating  lo  Brilirii 
aggressions (08 

on  amendments  te  the  bill  stlspending  bade 
with  St.  Domingo  • 

ler  a  aedioB  added  l» 

116 


ti  added  l» 

said  tall 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  bill    - 
on  a  motion  to  postpone,  to  next  session  ■ 
bill  fbr  the  protection  of  AmerioHi  1 


138 

an  the  Gnat  passage  of  the  bill  extending  the 
powera  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Louisiana   -----     141 
on  the  fiaal  passes  cf  the  tail  for  clasu^ 

the  militia 141 

on  itriking  out  the  fourth  ssction  of  the  bill 
to  punish  counterfeiters   of  the  current 


14S 


an  the  final  passage  of  the  same 

on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  sbnse  of  their  [^v- 

ilege  by  fbreign  Miniilare        -        -      166,  IM 
tin  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Peter 

Landais 183,181 

an  the  final  paasage  of  the  bill  lo  authoriu 

the  Slate  of  TeniuasM  to  issue  granta. 


on  the  finalpeassgeof  thebill  toincorponrte 
the  Presbyterian  congregstion  of  Oewge- 
town,  District  of  Columbia      .... 

OH  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  regulating 
grants  and  providing  fbr  the  dispoaal  of 
land  south  of  Tennesaee         -        -        •    : 

on  striking  out  so  amenAnent  to  die  Army 
regulations  as  to  die  mode  of  wearing  1^ 

OB  recommitting  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Hamet  Caramalli 

on  the  final  pusaga  of  the  Ull  to  repeal  so 
mwdi  of  any  act  as  to  aathorixe  the  receipt 
of  evidences  of  puUie  debt  in  pejmant  for 
Imids 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  biH  anthoridng  a 


IM 


on  ordering  to  a  third  reading  the  bill  to  pro- 
hibit the  importatian  of  certain  goods,  An.    SSt 

on  postponing  to  the  next  sesnon  the  Poto- 
nwc  bridge  biU SS4 

on  postponing  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  Army 
Slid  navy  offleen  Irom  holding  dvil  ofr 


n  the  bill  lo  prohibit  the  importalien'of  eer- 
tain  goods,  wares,  dco.    -        •        •        -    I 

on  emending  the  bill  making  appropriatiDne 
to  carry  into  efiect  the  Chickasaw  treaty  .    : 

on  amending  the  bill  repealing  the  dnliea  on 
salt,  and  ftir  other  purposes     -        -        -    : 

on  the  motion  to  exptmge  f)«m  die  Jonmali 


>.  Ogden  1 
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,    BovMe  Proceedaiga  and  Ikbatet. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


AMgul,  iloaii,  report  on  the  pMitioiii  ot  Iht  own- 
•n  of,  rafuing  the  flihing-boniitT  pn^ad 
for,  rt*i  (nil  cooeurred  in       -        •        • 

Abolhiaii  Cwnention,  memmitX  o(  the  Aneriewi, 
ickd,  uid  referred  to  ■  Miect  oommittaa  - 

AmohhU,  BppaintmeQt  of  ■  eommitlm  of- 

Adjonmmenl,  anndiy  motiona  reUdug  to,  poet- 

poned  ...--..  <Mu 
■  joint  oMUttittee  ti^ioiiiled  to  flz  ■  da^ Ibr  8:8 
the  Senate  do  not  tptt  to  the  appointBiMit 


471  an  unfiiTonble  report  thereon  concumd  in    ' 

I  Aimed  Vtmti;  leport  fiom  the  BBtretmij  aC  the 
446  I  NaT;  on  the  oonditian  of  (ha  poUic 

366    Aimiriead,  Theodorick.     (See  George,  hng.) 

Anaj  at  the  United  Btataa,  a  aelect  e 
630  I  appointed  to  pnpare  nilea  and  i« 

for  the  Kovenunent  of  the 


a  readntion  to  adjotm  on  the  18th  of  April 

aentto  the  Senate  ftir  coMCurnnea  - 
agreed  to  widi  an  unmdment,  whidi  wm 


BSa 


-  loss 


the  committee  wait  on  the  Freaident  and 
Infonn  him  of  the  intended    -        -        -  1 1 1 6 
Aelata,  Mi<^adi  cop;  of  a  letter  (ram,  to  Joseph 

Chunbere 1180 

AgtlliMtime.  leTeTal  reiollttiona  in  relation  to, 
committed  on  oor  commerce  by  the  *e«aele 
of  ibrei^  netioni,  read  and  referred  to  a 
Conmittea  of  the  Whole        -        -        -     302 

a  debate  thereon BB6 

(See  Kon-lmportation — JVon-MmourM — 
Brititk  Aggrtttunu.) 
Alexander,  Mr.,  remaAi  of,  on  the  Nti;  ^ppro- 

priatioDe 1003 

OB  Mr.  Earij'e  renlotion  in  the  caae  of  the 

menkoriali  of  Ogden  and  Hmith      -        -  1001 

Alazaadria,  memorial  of  the  Common  Cooneil 

oC  preying  for  a  quarantine,  read  end  re- 

lened  to  (Ike  Committee  of  Commerce  and 

Hanofcctniaa 330 

memorial  of  nindi;  inbabitanta,  praying  a 
ndnelian  of  oowt  feei,  referred  •    3TS 

Alcn,  Jahni  and  Jidm  Thompaon,  proteel  of     -  1176 
ft  hill  II.  Mr.,  renuifc*  ol,  on  ue  biU  relating  to 

MTotntioBary  panMona   -       -       -       -    S96 
•■  taxing  the  importation  of  davee     -     340, 860 
on  die  bill  Ibr  the  payment  of  wiCneaeeain 
1    ...        -    401 


OD  Mr.  Rindolph'a  motion  thai  the  Com- 
mittee tiae,  (tame  enbjaet) 

on  Mr.  J.  Clay'i  motion  to  the  came  efleet, 
(on  Mr.  NicboUoa'a  reeolution) 

m  Mr.  Randolph'!  reiolntion  relating  to  jdn- 
raU^of  office!       .        -        .        -        - 

on  the  came  gentlenMn'a  motion  in  relation 
to  the  aeereC  journal        .        .        .        - 

«■  Mr.  Randolph'a  readntion  relating  to  the 
repeal  of  the  doty  on  lalt        -        -        -  I' 

«■  the  motion  that  8.  O.  Ogden  and  W. 
Smith  haTB  leave  to  mthdlaw  theii  peti- 
tiona 1 

on  the  Senate'e  amendment  to  the  bill  te- 
pealing  the  duciea  on  aolt,  Ac        -        -  1 

•■  the   adherence  of  the  Sonata   to  their 


aendment  after  confer* 


a  third  readii^  - 
Airther  ■mended  and  Tseomraitted      -        •    ITi 
verbally  amended,  and   ordsred    to  be  tm- 

groeeed J» 

read  a  third  tune,  and  paaasd  -  -  -  33) 
relumed  from  the  Senate  with  asMnlmtnta  71$ 
bill  read  and  ameodmenta  rafMivd  -  -  7H 
report  theraon  read,  and  ordarad  to  be  on 

theUble 77* 

Bome  of  the  Seoata'a 

and  otbeia  diaagreed  to  - 
the  Sonata  innat,  and  aak  a 
the  oonierence  agreed  to,  and  managm  ^ 


petition  e 


[dry  offiMia  of  the,  aerring 
I,  pTKjring  aogmontatko  (' 
pay,  rebrred  to  the  Soeretaiy  of  War 
the  Seoataiy'a  rqxirt  tharaon,  nad  aad  n 
femd  to  a  Commitlee  of  the  Whole 
Anna  utd  Anunnnibon,  ■ 
it  for  a  limited  ti 


-  lUe 


reed  •  third  time,  amended,  drtated,  aad 


ihrther  A 
ted I 

repoelad  with  amendmente,  whidi  wae 
concurred  in,  and  ibe  bill  ■■  amended  o(- 
dered  to  a  thiid  reading  -  -  -  -  : 
read  •  third  time,  and  paaaad,  aa  »mji»A.J  . 
Army  and  Navy,  a  bil]  to  prerctit  offiesra  of  ike, 
from  boidinp  or  eiereiBng  ctril  oSce. 
twice  road  and  committed 


PuMic  Lsndi,  on  the  petitioii  of      -        -    < 
a  reiotation  to  inatmcl  Ae  Committee  an 
Fublic  I'Snda  la  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  granting  a  pre-emption  right  to  -    < 

Athena,  Georgia,  a  reeolution  directing  the  Post- 
muter  General  to  report  the  atate  of  the 
road  from,  to  New  Otleana,  &^. 
the  Foitmaiter.  (jeneral'*   report    in  raplr 
thereto '-    i 

Atkinion,  John,  and  other*,  affid«Tit  of      ■        -  I 


Barbery  Powers,  an  act  to  continoe  in  fare*  the 

act    to    protect    comou 

againit  the     - 
Barker,  William,  affidant  of 
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HoMt  Proctedings  and  Debaiet. 


Barretto,  Fnocis,  a  report  on  the  petition  <if,  re- 
ferred to  the  comioitlee  on  the  petition  of 
John  McFaden  and  Franda  Jcdionnot     -    936 
BftrtTop,  F.  H.  F.,  petitisn  of,  nul  and  refened 

to  the  Cammittee  on  Indian  Affiun         -    8S2 
BajoD  Pierre,  documents  ahowing  it  to  tw  apart 

of  Loniiiana  .....  iso9 

Beaumarchaia,  Madame  A.  E.  de,  a  petition  of 

referred  U  the  Committee  of  Claima       -    SOS 
an   an&TOiabl*  report  thereon  fcferred   t« 

Committee  of  the  Whole         •         -         -     666 
another  petition  of,  reterred  to  Committee 

of  Claima 833 

•  raport  thereon  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 

the  table 1010 

B«ckIeT,  John,  election  of,  aa  Clerk  of  the  Hooaa 

of  KeptMantatira*  -        -        -        -    SM 

an  allowance  made  to,  br  eitia  aerrice       -    4S0 
Beilingei,  Mr.,  remaAa  ot,  on  Ae  elanding  rulea 

oftheHouaa 386 

on  lite  reaolntion  to  tax  the  importatioD  of 

■laToa -     371 

on  Ae  Benate'a  bill  in  &Tor  of  the  SocM^j 
of  Harmony  ......    460 

againat  paatpaneuent  of  the   Cnmberland 

road  biU 836 

Beneiet,  Attthonj,  and  other*,  the  Committee  of 

Waya  and  Mean*  make  ■  bvorable  report 

on  the  petition  of,  whieh  ia  refened  to  the 

Committee  of  the  Whole        ■        -        -    373 

the  report  thereof  conndered,  and  progreee 

reported S31 

Beeaon,  Julien,  depoaitionof      ....  1208 
Bidwell,  Mr.,  rflinarks  of,  on  introducing  *  tmo- 

lution .368 

in  reply  to  objection*  -        .        -        -    S61 

on   the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 

anna,  *«. 373 

motion  to  amend  the  reiolution  in  honor  of 

General  Eaton       .        -        -      377,380,310 
remark*  of,  on  the  UU  ■.uthorizing  a  detach- 
ment of  militia US 

on  tfaa  motion  to  diacharge  the  Comntttee  ot 
WajB  and  Meana  from  that  part  of  the 
Freeoilent'i  Measage  reladng  to  neutral 

righu 413 

on  th»bil]  to  tax  the  importation  of  elaTa*  •    430 
on  the  resolution  relating  to  defence  of  porta 

and  hwbora   --.-..    fiS4 
■peed)  at,  on  Mr.  Gregg'*  non-importation 

reaolulion       ...---    600 
In  oppoeition  to  the  motion  to  recommit  a 

reeolution  to  prohibit  importaUoD.  Sec.    -    ST4 
on  Mr.  Randolpn'a  reaolution  relating  to  plu- 
raUty  of  offices        ....     888,  933 

on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  dntiei  an  salt,  4:c     1060 
on  the  motion  that   8.  G.  Ogden  and  S. 
Smith  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  me- 
morial   -------  1089 

Bills,  the  ■*■  Tiding  rales  in  relaliou  to        -        -    391 
Bingaman,  Adam,  affidavit  of  .        -        .        -  1I9S 
Bbckledge,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  dis- 
charge the  Cammittee  of  the  Whole  fiom 
the  Author  consideration  of  Mi.  Gregg's 
resolution       -..-..    767 
remarks  of,  on  iatrodncing  a  resolution  to 
pmhUitt  credit,  OB  public  lands         -        -    849 


Blaireau,  French  ship,  an  un&vonble  report  on 
the  petition  of  the  owners  of  the,  praying 
retninion  of  dnties,  referred  .to  Commit- 
tee of  Waya  and  Means  •    699 

Blakely,  John,  extract  of  a  letter  from,  the  Sec- 
retary of  State      lies 

Blodget,  BaiDuel,  memorial  at,  relative  to  Ae 
Univerily  of  Washington,  refened  to  a 
special  committee   -----    SBl 

Bloont,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  pnr> 
chaie  certain  copies  of  the  Journals  of 
Congress 5U 

Bodio,  Gsspard,  and  others,  ilepoeition  of  -        •  ISM 

Bordeaux  embargo  claims,  a  bill  to  anlhoriie  pay- 
ment of  the,  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  read  twice  and  referred  to  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole        ....    933 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        -    9S6 
read  a  tbird  time,  and  passed      ...     038 

Books,in  the  German  langusge,  a  letter  accompa- 
nied by  two,  laid  before  the  House  by  the 
Bpealcer,  and  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee     370 

a  report  thereon,  the  Librarian  directod  to 
receive  the  same,  and  the  Speaker  re- 
quMled  to  acknowledge  their  receipt        .    074 

Boston,  memorisi  of  the  merchants  of,  relating  to 

aggresnoDs,  &e.     .        .        -        -        .    ^sg 

Bowyer,   Captein,  extract  ef  a  letter  fiom   to 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Freeman  ...  1S08 

Breck,  William,  a  leeolution  reported  in  favor  of 
paying  expenses  incurred  by,  which  is 
agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  in  pursiunca 
thereof 470 

Brevell,  M.  8.,  widow,  depoiition  of  -        .  1)11 

Bridgeport,  Conneetieut,  a  bill  for  building  a  bea- 
con or  pier  at,  and  for  other  purposes,  read 
twice  Bud  committed      ....    gn 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    988 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •        -    939 

British  BggrssHOna,  a  Massage  from  the  Preri- 
dent,  partly  confidential,  with  simdry  doc- 
uments in  relation  to      -        -        -        .    34S 
a  discussion  on  ths  reforence  of  said  Mes- 
sage, which  is  finally  reforred  if)  part  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean*,  and 
in  part  to  a  select  eonuiittee   -        -        .    3U 
Mr.  Gregg's  resolution  on  the  snfaject  of     •    4IS 
Mr.  Nicholson's  do  ' 


Mr.S 


do 


speeches  on        334,  413,  441,  038,  650,  748,  763; 
767,793,  874,  rf^MSSWH. 
British  dependenciss,  Mr.  Crowinshield's  reeidn- 
tion  to  call  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Tr^s- 
ury  for  ■  statement  of  exports  and  imports 
to  and  from,  agreed  to    -        •        -        -    481 
report  of  the  Seeietaiy  in  reply  -        .        -    BSl 
Biitiah  army,  •  petition  of  atmory  officers  who 
'  '  D  the,  previoi  ~ 


9,  previous  to  the  RerolutiHi, 


1,  referred  to  the  Committee  01 


9SI 

Broom,  Mr.,  ■ 

-'  dM,m 

to  allow  rnmpnnsa 
tion  to,  for  certain  services,  laid  on  the 
table 106C 


speech  of, 
of  slaves 
Bnrdi,  Samuel, 


DiailizodbyGOOgle 


INDEX. 

Bouie  Prwxedmgt  and  Ddialei. 


Bmiiicw,  the  Senate  appoint  ft  joint  commtttce 

to  report  on  the  neceMirj,  &c.        -        -    761 
the  HooM  appoint  a  joint  commiUee  •    779 

report  or  Che  fommittee  tfaereon,  ordered  to 

lie  on  the  table S31 

B7Iikenho«ck,  the  late  Baron,  a  eopj  of  the  norka 


Caho,  Marqnii  da  Caia,  a  lettci  from  to  the  Got- 
ernoT  of  Orleani  •  -  -  .  . 
II,  Mr.,  of  Marjland, appointed  oneofthe 
committee  to  wail  on  tne  Preeident  to  in- 
form him  of  the  readinen  of  the  JIonH  to 


Cmpbelt,  George  W.,  remarkj  of,  on  the  hill  for 

the  defence  of  porta  and  haibon  -    387 

in  anpport  of  the  motion  to  poatpone  the 

reiolution  reUtive  to  Yawo  elaima  - 
cm  Mr.  Gregg'i  non-iinportation  reiolntion 
on  Mr.  Randolph'!  nuolution  relktiug  to  plu- 
raUl;  of  oOcei        ..... 
relating  to  the  journal  of  lacrct  fnett&ap    H8 
Cape  Hattera*.     (See  Shoab.) 
Cape  Look  OaL     (See  do.) 
Cijiitol,  a  bill  pmented  making  appropriation  for 
eompleting  the  Bouth  wing  of  the,  read 
twice  ajid  committed      ....    gSB 
■■ended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 

read  a  third  time  and  paeeed   ...  1016 
a  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Preu- 
dent  with  a  requeit  that  he  will  take  effec- 
tual meaiurCB  to  have  the  uid  wing  fio- 
idled  b;  the  next  aeiaion  of  Congren      -  1063 

the  act  *a  perfected I2S4 

CaramiJIi  Hamet. '  (See  Hamet  Caramalii.) 
Chairman,  a  new  rule  added  to  the   standing 
rulei  ia  relation  to  the,  of  a  committee    - 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Philadelphia,  memo- 
rial of  the.  read  and  refeired  - 
Chantben,  Joaeph,  extract  of  a  letter  from,  la  the 

Beoretaiy  of  War   -        -        -  1176,1179 

pioleitof 1176 

emir  of  a  letter  fiom  to  Michael  Aelara      -  IIBO 

Chanmer,  Hr,,  ipeecfa  of,  on   Mr.   Niehabon'e 

non-importation  resolution      ... 

in  iDppoii  of  Mr.  Randolph'*  reaolntian  re. 

hting  to  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  ult    -  lOSb 

C%«plBinf,  a  joint  reiolation  from  the  Senate  fbi 

the  appointment  of  two  ...    S66 

the  rcMriution  concurred  in  -  .  •  366 
(%H(aalown,  Virginia,  a  report  againit  the  peti- 
tion of  the  inhabitant!  of,  prajing  that 
■aid  place  may  be  made  a  port  of  entry 
and  delifery,  which  is  read,  debated,  and 
referred  to  a  Committ«c  of  the  Whole  ""* 

•  notion  to  conMder  aaid  report  negatived 
Chenfcee  Indians,  Uie  Prendent  tnnemite  a  coi 
vention  with  the,  which  ia  referred  - 
■  biQ  reported  to  carrj  the  aame  into  eSect, 

mad  twice,  and  committed       .         -         -   1064 
■riered  to  a  third  reading  ■         -         -         ■   1066 

laid  on  the  table 1079 

the  bill  recommited    .....  1042 
Ohaaaipeake  and  Delaware  Canal,  an  unfavorable 
report  on  the  petiUon  of  tiie  Preaidentand 
Dnactor*  of  the,  refened  to  die  Commil- 
IM  of  the  Whole fi3B 
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*»We 1088 
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Education,  a  bill  to  ineoiiiarBte  an  inatitntion  for, 
in  the  City  of  Washington,  twice  read, 
and  committed        .....    gso 
Elections,  members  of  the  Committee  on  -        -    S56 

a  report  of  ssid  cnnmittee  on  the  petition  of 
Thomaa  Spalding 301 

the  report  is  debated  and  recommitted       301,  306 

aubatanee  of  the  debate  on  said  report      307,  31S 

a  partial  report  from  the  committee,  on  the 
credenliala  of  members  returned      -        -    313 
ElUot,  Hr.,  remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  refW  a  part 

of  the  Preddent'e  Menage      -        -        .    S&9 

on  the  resolution  to  preaent  a  sword  to  Oen. 
Eaton 377 

on  a  resolution  relating  to  impressed  sea- 
men       .......    336 

on  Mr.  Early's  reaolntion  relating  to  defence 
of  ports  and  harbots        .        -        -        -    396 

an  additional  nsoIutioQ  on  the  eame  subject 
moved  by       -        -        -        ..        -    396 

■peech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importatioii 

resolutioD 636 

EUis,  Colonel,  the  Governor  of  Misaiarip|ri's  or- 
ders to 1197 

Elmer,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  reaolntian  in  hon- 
or of  General  Eaton       -        -        •        -    317 

on  the  resolution  relating  to  defence  of  ports 
and  harbors 98S 

on  the  bill  to  incotpoiate  the  Preebyteiian 
Church  of  Georgetown  .        .        .   •    .    478 

on  the  8l  Domingo  hill      -        ..        -    614 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation 
resolution •    630 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resoktiona  relating  to 
plurality  of  officea 890 

on  the  aame  gentleman's  motion  relating  to 
the  secret  joumat 953 

on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  duty  on  salt,  &e.    -  1061 
Ely,  Mr.,  remarks  o^on  the  reaolution  relating  to 

de&nce  of  porta  and  hsrboh    -        -        -    379 

on  the  Senate  bill  trialing  to  Bociety  of  Har- 
mony     464,468 

on  the  SL  Domingo  toll      -        •        -        -    615 
Entrance  and  clearance  of  vessels,  a  resolution  to 
instruct  the  Committee  of  Commane  and 
Manu&ctnrea  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  altering  the  law  in  relalioB  to  the, 

in  certain  districta 698 

^PPeat  Mr.,  reasons  0^  tor  moving  to  pottpoat 

the  consideration  of  the  Yaxoo  claims       -    487 

remarks  of,  on  the  SL  Domingo  bill    -        •    616 

speech  of|  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation 
reeolntion       ..---.     666 

speech  on  Mr.  Nichcdson'a,  on  the  same  sub- 
ject         8SS 

^aeoh  on  Mr.  Randcdpb'a  motion  relating  to 
the  aacret  journal S7S 

apeedl  on  the  Navy  appropriationa     -        -  1001 

on  tha  bill  relating  to  ploiality  of  oAoes      -  1013 
Estimate,  the  Secretary  of  tha  Navy's  estimate, 

as  called  for lOSl 

Evana,  John,   end  others,  a  proteat  of,  againet 

Spanish  aggresaiena       -        -        .        .  Ii7l 
Evidenoea  of  public  debt,  a  letter  from  the  8eo- 

retaiy  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  aubject  irf   1160 
Export^  a  reai^tioB  calling  on  the  BTCTetai7  of 
tlie  Treasury  for  a  statement  of;  of  all  for- 
eign  merdwndtM  during  the  last  three 
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Fmancu,  report  of  tlu  8«crel«ry  of  the  Trsani- 

17,  on  the  fUte  of  the    -        -        •        ■  I14G 
FindlBj,  Mr.,  apeecb  of,  on  Mr.  Oregg'i  nt 

porlction  rewJiulion         ...       610,  767 
mnaiki  of^  on  Mr.  Ruidolph's  alliinoa 

nbjocto  diKuned  with  cIomJ  doori 
remuka  in  Ikfor  of  pOitaKuiiDg  the  Cumbtr- 

Und  Road  bill 

rsmuk*  on  Mr.  lUodidph's  iMolatioli  nlat- 

■ngtoplnnlit;  of  oScw  -     88£,  937 

iMBurfca  OD  the  eame  member's  motion  in  1 

Utioii  to  lb*  eecret  jounul 
nuujlu  on  the  adherence  of  the  Sentt* 
their  •neiidiiiantaf  the  ealt  bill 
FDreMrmi,  a  resotation  calling  on  the  Secretary 
ofWufiw  BMatemenl  of  number  oC  Ac.  • 
a  report  ftom  the  Secretary  id  reply  to  the 
rMolsiioa      ..... 
Fkh,  a  reaolution  uutracting  the  Conuuttee 


bill  to  equaliae  the  bountief 
Fiabinf  Boontj,  ■  i^khI  on  the  petttton  of  Jmi- 

athan  Very,  praying  ihc^  agreed 

Fiik,  Mi.,  remarlu  of,  <m  (he  reeolation  to  tax 

the  importation  of  ilavei 

OD  the  reaolnlioa  relating  to  defence  of  porta 

■nd  hBibon    ...... 

on  Mr.  Randolph'sreaohiticn)  (elating  to  plu- 
nlitj  of  office*      -        .        .        .        . 

on  the  motion  la  rejecl  (he  Senate  toll,  relat- 
ing to  Vaioo  lanila  .... 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  in  nlatieil  to  the 

•ecret  jeuroal 
on  the  Navy  appropriBtiooa 
Fbnagan,  Wmiam,  affidaiit  of  . 
Ploridaa,  (he,  Mr.  Jacluon'i  reaolutioaealliiig  up- 
on the  Secretary  of  the  Treainry  to  eam- 
mmnicate  any  informalion  in  hu  poena. 
nou  in  relation  to  an  application  aaid  lo 
have  been  made  to  draw  money  from  the 
TVeaaaiy,  beibre  an  oppiopnatian  by  law, 
fin  the  piuchaie  of  .... 

a  reply  to  ^  reeolution,  by  the  Secntuy  of 

the  Treainty 

Poldt,  Governor,  copy  of  a  leUw  fl«Di,to  GoTer- 

nor  Claiborne  ..... 

Foolineaa,  widow,  depoeition  ot,  in  nIatioD  to 

Bayou  Pierre 

"      '  '  (See  Ifen-itmpertaliiMand 


Farti£cationi,   a  Menage   from  the  Prendemt, 
communicating  intbrmalioD  eaked  Ik  in 
relation  to  the,  dec.         -        -        .        -    1 
FiMKfl,  docuntentaehowing  the  eoiapluntemade 

by,agaiiutonr<OQuneToewithSL  DomiDgo  I' 
Franking  privilege,  a  reiolntion  initracting  ^ 
Committee  on  Poet  Officea  and  Poet  Roads 
lo  inquire  ielo  aboaea  of  the    -        .        -    : 
Acncli  epoluttioo*,  a  bill  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  dainu  for,  referred    .        -        •    ' 
r«|>ottad  witliMit  amitniimirnt.  jead  a  seotHid 

time,  and  ordered  to  a  tUid  reading        -    '. 
read  a  diird  time,  and  paaaed      -        -        ■     '• 
returned  fiom  the  Senate  williamandnwnli, 
wluch  were  agreed  to     -  •        •    • 


French  Spoliationa — continaed.  ftj 

the  act  approved        -         -  -         -       -  IS 

a  (UpptcDientary  act  on  the  eame  mbje<t    .  3 
Frigates,  and  other  puUie  veaaela,  a  reaolsligB 
calling  upon  tfae  Secretary  of  the  Navy  tg 
report  the  condition  of  the        -         -       -  3 
a  rtpoit  iTom  the  Becretarx  of  tht  Navy  ■ 
reply  thereto  -        -         -  -         ■       .  t 

Frying  Fane.     (See  Sioali.) 
Fan,  a  petition  of  the  PfailadelpluB  bstten,pny. 
ing  that  the  mode  <rf vending  may  be  rtg- 
nUted  by  law,  read  and  Tc&rred  -    I 

G. 
Oallatin,  Albert,  letter  from,   to  ibe    conmittet 
appointed  (o  inquire  into  the  expediencv 
(^  amending  the   act  ndatiikg  to   tbi&il. 


I,  dec. 


(See  TVnuury.) 
Galleriea,  motions  lo  deu  the    -        333  to  833  ^na 
Oalliopolis,  Ohio,  a  bill  &om  tfae  Senate  reJatJa^ 
lo  a  gnal  of  land  to  the  French  inhabt- 

ante  of Ill 

referred  lo  Committee  of  the  Whde  -  -  « 
reported,  and  ordared  to  a  thirti  Tea&ig  .  41! 
read  a  third  lime,  andpaned  -  -  .  m 
the  act  aa  approved  '  •  -  -  -  is: 
Gantt,  the  Rev.  Dr.,  the  Senate  inibrm  the  ReoK 

that  they  have  elected,  as  Chafdain         -   Kl 
George,  the  brig,  reaohition  inatmctiiig  tte  Coh- 
mittee  of  Commerce  and  MaDubcture*  u 
take  into  contidention  tfae  case  of  -        ■    n 
■  bill  reported  to  admit  li>  enoy  the  baady 

on  board  of;  lefnred        -  .       .    91 

debated  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  if- 

coKunitted     -        -         •         -        -       .   tS 
a  report  thereon  again  referred  to  Camn*- 

teeofthe  Whole » 

tlurd  rending 


p«ra(e  the  Presbyterian  Coogiefstisn  oC 

read  tvrice  tad  commined        .       .       .    3< 

ordered  lo  a  third  reading,  after  dctalc        .    V 

reed  a  third  time  and  paaaed         -  -    t 

the  act  aa  approved     -  -  .  -        -  IS 

a  memorial  of  the  Cotporation  c€,  piMj'111% 

authority  to  the  Levy  Court  to  lay  a  tax  ob 

city  properly,  Ac,  referred  to  the  ooBadl- 

tae  on  a  nmilsr  petitioa  of  tfae  Baaid  of 

Commisaionen   of  Waehingtoa    cvnatv, 

Diatriel  oTColurabia        -  .      '.    t 

Georgia,  a  memorial  of  the  L^iJatore  i>£,  pan- 

ing  that  a  diviaian   line   may  be  pJaialj 

marked  between  that  Stale  and  North  C*. 

roUna,  referred        -        -         -         -        .    3 

a  report  of  the  special  coinmittoe  tberant, 
referred  to  CaamuMes  of  the  Wbote        -    I 
Olendy,  the  Rev.  Mr.,  alection  of,  a 
Goldabors^h,  Robert  H.,  the  Speakar  r 

to  address  a  letter  to,  ackooivledgiDg  tb* 
deUvary  and  aeoeptanoe  of  eertaiD  bnoki 
pieaentedby  ......    1 

OoldeboroDi^  Mr.,  renarka  trf;  on  tfae  fasU  niatiag 

10  a  Naval  Peace  BatafaliahMant      -         .    < 
remaika  of;  on  the  Senate  bill   i^ating  to 

YaaooUnda M7.! 

is  excused  from  voliDg  on  aaid  ball,  aod  the 
excuse  aftentarda  rescinded    .         -        .    ! 
Goodwyn,  Nathaniel,  and  others,  an  uttfavaraUa 

report  on  the  petition  oi;  agreed  lo  -         -   ) 


DiailizodbyGOOgle 


INDEX. 

Akm  FroeeediJig$  and  Debatu. 


GOTarnmeBt,  a  biU  making  appropriatitma  fiirdM 
KUpport  of,  for  the  jeu  1806|  twice  read 
and  uKDmitled  to  CommitEee  of  the  Whole 

leporteil  with  ameadmenta         ... 
he   amendme 
and  tbe  IhII 

roail  a  thiid  time,  and  puacd 

returned  from  Ihs  SeaaU  with  ameDdmenla 

lull  and  amendments  rsfenvil  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  Wa;a  and  Meuu 

a  noD'^greenient  repoited  umI  a  confetence 
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the  coufwenee  *gn»d  to  b;  tbe  Senate 

a  report  from  the  Managera,  a  mewage  from 

the  Senate,  and  the  two  Hodwm  agree 
the  act  as  approred    .... 
Grand  Pie,  OoTemor  Chai^ea,  ■  letter  trom, 

GOTemoT  Williami 
Granger,  Gideon,  a  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  conduct  of  -  -  ■ 
■  report  from  said  committee,  recommend- 
ing  a  postponement  of  the  inquiry  until 
next  Bcaaion  of  CongreBs,OTder^  to  Ueon 

the  table 

the  conaideration  of  the  report  tndefinitel? 
poatponed       .        .        .        -        . 
Grappe,  Jean  Baptiste,  a  deposition  o{,  relating 

Bayou  Piene         .... 
Grappe,  Fiancoia,  a  depoMtion  of,  on  tbe  aan 

Gregg,  Mr.,  remarki  of,  on  the  Taftvence  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  Preaident'a  Meaaage 

remarks  of,  introductory  of  his  resoli 
tating  lo  the  Ybioo  claims 

remarka  of,  introdnetor;  of  inqniiy  into  the 
acta  fovviding  tM  the  dlapoaal  of  lands 
noTlhweat  of  the  Ohio     .... 

lemsrki  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  eipDrt. 
ation  of  arms,  &c. .         .         .         -         ■ 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  Reroln- 
tionmry  pansiotu      .         ■         ■ 

remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  Way*  and  Means  ftom  that 
portion  of  the  Message  relating  to  nootral 

remaiks  of,  on  his  reeolntiaD  to  •ospeud  in- 

tercourae  with  Great  Britain  .        -    413,  fi38, 

748,  767 

remarkB  of,  on  tus  motion  to  print  the  report 

made,  in  1791,  by  the  Becretaty  of  StaM, 

on  the  commercial  relations  of  the  United 

Btat«a  with  foreign  nations     - 
mnarka  of,  on  ■  motion  to  postpone  his  teao- 

Intion  relatlTe  to  the  Yazoo  daima  .      434,  487 
remarks  of,  in  eiplenation  of  the  bill  rela^ 

ing  to  a  Naral  Peace  Bstablnhmsnt 
rvmarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  relating  to^ 

Society  of  Harmony        .... 
remarka  of,  on  a  resoIntiiHi  to  amend  tbe 

Conetitution  ...... 

remarks  of^  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  8ai- 

Bte  bill  relating  to  Yaioo  lands 
remarks  of.  on  Mr.  Randolph's  sacand 

Irnkm  relating  to  plurality  of  office* 
remarb  of,  on  the  bill  reported  on  the 

Gregoiy,  Na&aniri,  a  Testation 

for  extra  services,  laid  on  tbe  tatde  -        -  10€& 


— _,  _  reaolatuo  apfcopnating  a  sum  for 
building,  read  snd  refened       .         -         -     302 
a  bill  for  building,  and  for  ether  pnrpoaea, 

read  twice,  and  oommitted      ...    8M 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      -        .        .  I06S 
H. 
Hamet,  Caranalli,  a  Message  from  the  Preddent 
transmitting  sundry  letten  relative  to,  read 
and  referred   ......    434 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  temporary  re- 

licfof 

read  twice,  and  committed  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  psased 
Harding,  Captain  8elh,  a  tnil  &om  tbe  Senate  (or 
the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  committed 
indefinitely  postponed 
Harmony,  the  Society  of,  a  bill  Irom  the  Senate 
to  empower,  to  locate  land 
read  twice,  and  committed 
a  debate  on  the  bill    .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reeding  ... 
read  a  third  time,  debated,  and  committed 


4S8, 
470 


again  debated    ..... 

amended  and  rejected 
Bats,  a  petition  of  sundry  mannfacturers  of,  ii 

Philadelphia,  read  and  referred 
Henridt,  brigantine,  the  case  of  the  Banish,  re- 
ferred to  Committee  of  the  Whole   - 
a  ikvorable    resolution    reported,  which  ii 

agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered    - 
a  bill  reported,  read  twice,  and  committed    - 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  tc 
a  third  .reading       .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Hill,  Henry,  Consul  at  Cuba,  certificate  of  ci 
tain  protests  ..... 

Hodgson,  Bebecca,  an  un&Tomble  report  on  I 

petition  of,  laid  on  the  table    . 
Balden,  Thomas,  aflidaTit  of,  relating  to  Spaniah 

aggressions    ......  llM 

Holland,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  price  of  land 
House  of  Representatives,  meeting  ofths   - 

members  of  the,  in  attendance      -    293,  SG4,  266, 

397,  263,  367,  273,  376,  SSI,  383,  SSfi, 

306,  381,  322,  323,  416,  444,  447,  497 

adjDumnient  of  the    .....  Iii6 

Hnsaey,  Tristram,  a  &voraUe  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -        .        -        .        .    617 
I. 
Impoitatioit,  a  raaolulian  to  prohiUt  the,  of  cap- 
lain  article*  from  Great  Britain,  refiund  .    4fil 
agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordwad  in  poiaaaiice 

thereof 834 

a  bill  presented,  twice  read,  and  committed     8S0 
erdeied  to  a  third  reading  ....     843 

a  debate  on  tiie  bUl SBl 

read  a  third  ttme,  and  paaaed      ■        -        .    877 
the  act  sa  approved    .....  1380 
Imp<»ts  and   tonnage,  tbe  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manaftctnre*  instructed,  to  ilt> 
quire  into   tbe  ex^ieney  of  amending 
die  act  regulating  the  collection  of  duties 
on,  BO  br  as  to  extend  tbe  time  for  taking 
the  oath,  giving  bond,  dec       ...    MB 
the  same  commiUsa  instructed,  Ac,  ao^aa 
raialea  to  the  importation  of  malt  liqiton, 
Ac 3<S 
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»m^MftIU  U  remon  tLe  dinbilities  ind 

commUtedtoCommitteeoftheWbiilt     . 

reatricttoni  now  imposed  on  *eawla  aniv- 

ing  at  aiTeral  porta  of  entrj  frOoi  and  be- 

yond the  Capa  of  Good  Hope           -        - 

606 

read  twice,  and  referred-      -     . 

•  blU  to  an>eDd  the  laid  act,  in  the  caaM 

r«ad  a  third  time  and  patei     ■     -   . 

tfaereia  mentioned,  presented,  read  twice, 

and  committed 

841 

and  Stale  of  Ohio,  twica  rsad,  ul  » 

milted 

table 

945 

r«ad  a  third  time,  and  paaed    ■     .    . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  .a  Mnended         - 

985 

returned  from  the  Senala  «ilh  >nnl>:i 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

ess 

the  act  as  approved 

the  amendment  agreed  to          -        •        • 

Ills 

the  act  as  approred 

1984 

and  8t  Clair  eouotiea  in,  ]n;>t  I  fc> 

the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means  instruct- 

ion  of  add  Territory,  and  datdm^ 

ed,  in  relation  to  the  act  CiinE  the  aala- 

beadmittM],TelernMlaill>m      - 

3SS 

a  biU  from  the  Senate  to  nqoilkiB!' 

certain  lands  in,  and  Obi<>,niJtnial 

a  resolution  to  call  on  the  Secrelarj  of 

committed ' 

State  for  a  report  o^  which  was  agieed  to 

334 

read  a  third  time  and  ftmei     -     •   - 

the  report  of  the  Secretary  thereon  referred 

the  act  as  approved - 

to  Committee  of  the  Whole    - 

636 

Inspectors  of  customs,  a  report  ftom  4t  fr> 

■     tary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  prat;  i 

S43 

■   reftrred           

Intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  i  rwlLtn 

haie  the  lutject  referred  lo  a  Committee 

relation  to ^ 

of  the  Whole,  which  is  agreed  to    ■        - 

4oa 

with  foreign  nations,  the  irt  le  Wnir 

Indi«i  lands.     (See  Northmut  Territory.-) 

Indian  treaties,  a  bill  lo  provide  for  carrying  into 

J. 

effect  certain,  twice  read  and  committed 

lOlO 

ordered  to  a  third  reading             -         -         - 

1018 

Jackaon,  Mr.,remark>  ot  on  th«  r-i-; 

read  a  third  time  and  passed 

1022 

honor  of  GoMtal  Eaten        -    -  >" 

the  act  aa  approved    -        -        -        -        - 

13S3 

on  the  hill  relating  lolbntfacoiBi  -   -^ 

on  the  re«dution  relating  taidmif 

S97 

and  harbors ' 

a  Mil  presenled  to  continue  in  force  the  act 

Ml  the  motion  to  diacharia  lh.C-a» 

343 

of  Waya  and  Means  ftom  diM  r«»< 

the  Preaident'a  HeMtge  rcbN  ■"" 

Indiana  Territory,  a  petition  of  the  Legielative 

traltight.       -                -      •     -; 

Council,  4^.,  of,  fnying  that  the  iDtn>- 

duction  of  alaves  may  be  permitted,  Slc 

S99 

on  the  Senate  bill  relating  to  the  Soon' 

Harmony       -       -       -      "  ^, 

394 

on  the  report  against  makiaf  C!aA*« 

both'of  which,  together  with  a  latter  from 

Virginia,  a  port  of  entry  sad  <i(lnsj 

394 

a  letter  from  the  Governor  of,  endoeing  rea- 

nitely  the  Yaioo  claims  rescJaW  ■  ^  ' 
remarks  of,  on  the  biU  fcr  ps^nwlrf" 

objecting  to  a  division  into  two  govem- 

menta,  referred  lo  a  select  committee 

S9T 

on  the  teM>lntioa  to  pnrdisss<w«w»r 

of  Uie  JowmaU  of  Cjagr««  -     "_  . 

SM",:-cSr:;»,,,jr?s,7', 

to  ■  Comtnittee  of  the  Whole         -        - 

466 

on  the  motion  to  peslpoes  iaiiM*  , 
CnmbKland  road  bill     -      ■     V, 

qN»eh  of,  on  Mr.  Rai-Wph'.  ■««I*^ 
tothe  «M!«t  joonial      -      '    J^  . 

eallwl  to  order  ^r.  Bandell*  «"*"  , 

of  interest,  referred   to  the  aame  aeleet 

commillM 

84S 

and  Secretary  of;  read  twioe,  and  com- 

mitted  -        - 

463 

andr.torti.eYewlynpoBlh.fcnM-  ' 

•tdered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        - 

4«S 

read  a  third  time  and  paased      -        -        - 

486 

033 

Mr.OWlalia  -        -       "     /     '  4! 

third  >«ading  of  iTavy  Atpor<i^^ 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Lyon'. ip««»"1*^ 

den  an4  Smith  have  have  »  «»"  , 

tae  of  the  Whole 

674 

lllS 

a  bill  iTOm  the  BenMie  to  explain  the  »:t  to 

S41 

their  prtitios. 
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INDEX. 

Him$e  Proceedmgt  and  Dtixitei. 


xlii 


F«gft 
JkckMii,  Janus,  •  Benttor  from  Georgu,  an' 

Douncemeiit  of  the  death  of)  to  the  Houra     SS7 
Jei8«y>  Naw  Jersay,  a  bill  preaented  to  declaie 
the  town  at,  ■  port  of  entrj,  tead  twice, 
and  committed  to  CommhtM  of  the  Whole    448 
npoitcd  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading   ...---    4TD 
recommitted,  amended,  and  puaed  aa  amend- 
ed   47« 

the  act  aa  approved    -----  1S6S 
Jobnaon,  Mr.,  extract  of  a  letter  6om,to  Dr.  Sib- 
ley (on  the  march  of  tloopa)   -        -        -  1S03 
,  Joint  rulei  and  orden  of  the  two  Honiei  -        -    39S 
^Journal  of  the  Houae,  ■  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
,  the  standing  ralea,  m  ■■  to  praaeribe  the 

mode  of  keeping  the       -        -        -        -    4*6 
a  report  thereon,  and  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whcde    497 

the  report  adopted 8SS 

.Jotmiala  ^Oonfptm,  a  roaolution  to  parduue 

certain  copies  of  the,  referred  -        -        -    483 
resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered        -     CSS 
a  bill  reported,  twice  read,  and  c«minitl«d  -    BSS 
Judicial  courts,  ■  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expedieiM^  of  amending  the  act 
relating  to  nrieitDrea,  dcc,'and  to  extend 
Ihepowenofthe,  in  theMTsramutes    -    383 
B  repoit  thereon,  referred  to  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole 838 

<Fof  fiirther  action  on  it,  see  State  CourU.) 
Jazors,  •  reaoluliou  to  appoint  a  committee  to  in- 
quire as  to  the  oompeneation  to       -        -    391 


K. 


91B 


,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  rMotntioQ  relating  to  pli 

rali^  of  offices        -        -        -  -    890 

on  Mr.  Nelson's  motion  to  reject  the  Senate 

bill  relating  to  Yaxoo  lands     -      90fi,  914,  916 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  in  relation  to  the 
secret  journal         .....    973 
'  Katnper,  Nathan,  Swnnel,  and  Beaben,  affidavits 

irf,  in  relation  to  Spanish  aggressions  1190,1191 
'  King,  Josias  W.,  allowance  made  to,  fbt  extra 


Lamslaty,  Lewis,  depoaitian   of,  in  : 

Spanish  aggTeHions 

'  Lambert,  William,  allowance  made  V 


fore: 


Landais,  Captain  Peter,  a  report  &om  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  on  the  memorial  of,  read  and 
>  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 

said  committee  discharged,  and  the  lulject 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims 


a  bTorable  resolution  reported,  and  a  I 

bill  read  diree  times,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  Senate,  with  an  amend- 

Ihe  amendment  disagreed  to,  and  a  confiir- 

enceuked 

the  Senate  agree  to  the  conference 
managers  report,  and  the  House  recede  from 
their  disagieement  .        -        -        -    i 


Page. 
Lands,  dte  Committee  an  PoUic  Lands  instmct- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  pro- 
viding, by  law,  fbr  the  a4Jadic«tion  of 
claims  to,  in  virtue  of  purchases  ox  trans- 
fam  previoos  to  the  examination  of  grants 
under  the  United  States  -        -        -    344 

B  bill  reported  bj  sud  Committee,  read,  and 
refened  lo  a  Commitlee  of  the  Whole    -    480 
Land  Warrants,  a  bill  repeated  to  continue  in 
force  the  act  aathaiiiing  the  Seoratary  of 
War  to  iaane,  read  tvrica,  and  omnmitted    476 
,       ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .    fi09 

amended,  the  amendmenta  twice  reed,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...    fiiS 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
which,  with  die  bill,  were  refiened  to  the 
Committee  on  Fnblic  Lands  -        -        -     648 

said  Committee  report  Ibdr  agreement  to 
the  Senate's  amendments,  which  report 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  Uie 
Whole 966 

agreement  reported,  and  the  House  concor    994 

the  act,  aa  approved 1368 

Latts,  James,  affidavit  of,  relative  to  Spatnish  sg- 

gtessions        ......  lige 

Lamie,  Rev.  Mr.,  election  ot,  as  Chaplain  -        -    S81 

allowance  made  to,  for  extra  services  -        -    499 
Laws  of  Nations,  debate  on  the  reference  of  so 
much  of  the  Pieaident's  Message  as  re- 
lates to  the  interpolation  of  new  prindplea 

into  the 368 

Letnder,two  several  memorialsofSamuelG.  Og- 

den  snd  W.  S.  Smitii,  in  the  case  of  the     1086 

Mr.  Lyon  moves  that  the  petitionere  have 
leave  to  withdraw  their  petaion        -        -  1086 

said  motion  witlidrawn,  and  Mr.  Early  ofien 
a  resolution  on  the  some  subject     -        -   1090 

which  resolution  is  agreed  to  -  -  -  1094 
Leib,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  introducing  a  motim  to 
instruct  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  on  the  anbjeet  of  extending 
the  time  for  taking  the  oath  and  giving 
bond,  Ac S6a 

in  aupport  of  his  motion  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  subject 
of  a  bridge  over  the  Fotomac  -        -        -    416 

bill  reUtive  to  a  Naval  Peace  Eatabliahment    447 

on  his  resolution  to  purchase  certain  copies 
ofthsJoDmala S30 

on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation  reaolntion       761 

on  his  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  the 
Cumberland  Road  bill    -        -        -        -    836 

on  Mr-Randolph's  resolution  relating  to  pln- 
laUty  of  offices 930 

on  the  same  gentleman's  motion  relative  to 
the  secret  journal  .        .        .        -        ■     960 

on  bis  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  for  pay- 
ing witnesses 96S 

on  the  navy  appn^riations         -        -   994,  1018 
Leonard,  Joseph,  a  letter  from,  to  the  Secretary 

of  Slate,  relating  to  Spanish  affaire-        -   1174 
Levis  and  Maxwell,  a  report  on  the  petition  of  -    483 
(For  further  action  on  the  report,  aee 
Jcumali  of  Congrtn.) 
Iiewis,  Mr.,  apposes  the  discharge  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  the   Potomac 
bridge 417 

speech  ot,  in  favor  of  the  said  bridge  •        -    417 

&var  ofpostponing  the  Cnmberluid  Road  bill    837 
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Librar7,  ■  bill  from  the  Scoate,  ralating  to  (be 
■opport  of  the,  twice  read        -        .        . 
retered  to  ■  Committee  of  the  Whole 


4SS 


0  coniider  the  pio- 
piiet;  of  uiMiidiiig  the  aol  oenoeniiDg  the    4S0 
■  bill  repoMed,  reed  twice,  uid  aoauniKad    -    483 
reported  with  uncndmeQla,  whick  were  twiea 

fead,  ud  ordtml  to  i  third  reading         •    497 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed,  u  aniHided  -    509 

a  notice  from  the  Senate  of  their  appoint-  ■ 

ment  of  a  jmnt  committee  oa  die    -        -    617 

the  Home  eoncnr,  and  appoint  their  con- 

f  jgllT  hmiMi.  ■  bill  for  oicdiDB  oartain,  in  Haa- 
aachneetta,  and  for  other  pnrpoaaa,  read 
twice,  and  aommitt«d     ....    8)9 
ropoiied  with  amendaunta,  which  ware,  with 

the  bill,  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  938 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed,  ai  amended  -    939 

the  act,  aa  appro  red 1368 

(See  Long  hland.) 
tatien,  a  oommitlee  eppointed  to  inquire  into 
dainu  againit  the  United  Btatae,  barred 

b;  the  aUtnte  of 

Limita  of  Georgia.     (See  Georgia,') 

Little  Coittelia,  Mr.  Momford  relatea  the  case  of 

the,  befbre  the  Britiih  Adminlty    - 

Long  laland  Sound,  a  bill  preaented  to  pioride 

for  tight-heuiea  in,  and  lor  other  pntpoaee, 

i«ad  twice,  and  committed      .        -        . 

repelled  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading   ■        .        -        -        - 

read  a  tliird  time,  and  paiaed       .        .        - 

retnmed  from  the  Senate,  with  an  ameint- 

which  amendment  the  Haa»  eonctiiTed  in  - 
the  act,  aa  appniied   .....  ia» 
Louiaiana  Territoiy,  a  bill  to  extend  the  powera 
of  the  MtrreTOr  general  of,  referred    ' 
lapotted,  aaieedad,  and  otdttvi  to  a  third 

read  a  tUrd  lime,  and  paaeed      -        .        . 

Um  aol,  aa  approved 1230 

petition  of  aundr;  inhaUtanta  of^  praying  a 
giant  of  landl,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Publio  Landa    -        .        .        .        . 

petitioo  of  lundry  inhabilsnia  of,  praying 
an  amendnient  of  the  acA  for  adjuating  ti- 
tles, Jeo.,  referred  to  die  eante  committee     834 

eimdry  docamente  relating  to  robhories  com- 
mlttadbjtba  BpaniBida,in  .  -  ■  1314 
Loniaiana  Company,  In  Ohio,  a  petition  of  the, 
praying  a  grant  of  landa  for  estaMiahing  a 
colony  of  nechanio,  and  pmfoBiotial 
eharactera,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Landa  ..... 

LjroH,  Mr.,  runarka  of,  on  the  ptice  of  landa  46A,  46S 

BgataHt  poatponing  Mr.  Niehcriaon'a  nonim- 
portation reaolntion        .        -        .        - 

againat  poitponing  Mr.  Clark's  reetrintioii 
of  inquiry      ...... 

against  poatpoaing  the  CiimlM«Und  road 
bill 

in  hTor  of  the  third  reeotntion  relating  to 
defence  of  porta  and  harbors  ...     846 

OB  hia  motion  to  rcconaitthe  non-importa- 


Lyon,  Mr.,  remark  of— cautioned.  T 

on  the  bill  fbr  foiti^ing  porta  aod  haibon  ■ 
on  the  bill  to  n^ieal  the  dnty  o"  ■>"  -  -  ' 
OB  the  Senste's  amendment  to  the  aaid  HB  IWI 


Maicati,  John  G..  and  others.     (Be*   I  www  wt 

Company.') 
Mmcou,  Mr.,  Nathaniel,  eleOion  and  address  at, 

aa  Speaker     -  -  -  -  -        -    '■ 

Kiaatka  of,  on  the  bill  relati>g  to  th*  bi^ 

George '■ 

on  the  bill  relating  to  fincign  a 
an  the  resalutioB  to  '       '*      ' 

atavea 

o»  the  reaolntion  relating  to  deftnca  at  pasM 

and  haiboTs    .        .        -         -         -    tas.  M 
on  the  ScKala  bill  lalatiiv  to  tha  Suamj  tf 
Harmony       -        -        -         -         .       -   4B 

on  the  Senate  bill  for  paymeBt  of  witnaaea   111 
ipeedi  oC  on  Mr.  Oregg's  »ion.«parlalian 

reaolution       .         -  .  -  .        .     GM 

■psech  n^ia  oontinoatiaii  of  the  aaiM     TOO,  ttl 
McCreery.  Mr.,  nmarks  of,  on  tbe  Hssile  H, 

raiating  to  the  Sodety  of  Hmxtmamj        •    40 
apeech  of,  on  Mr.  Oregs*!  non-impoRatian 
resolDtion       -        -         -         -         -       -    SH 

apeedi  o(  on  the  bill  for  furtiijf  ing  pw«s  ml 

haibms iOS$ 

HeFadon,  John,  and  Francis  Johonnai.Mlsr' 

dered  for  relief  of 171 

bill  lepoctKl,  read  twice,  and  laiMMiMed  to 
Committao  of  the  Whole        -        -       -   Ki 
Madiaon,  James,  ■  letter  from,  to  the  Merqnii  it 

Casa  Ymjo    ...  _         .        .  IBl 

HaiU,  certain  proceedinga  of  the  Elouee  of  B^ 
reaeutaltTei  of  PenniylTanis,  reladfe  to 
the  conveyance  of,  referred  to  the  Csoi- 
tnittaa  on  Post  Office  and  Poal  Raidt     -    >» 
Malt  liquora,  dec,  Mr.   Crowninahield'i  raaala- 

Marin*  Iniuranee  CoapatuM  of  Nenr  YoA,  pa- 

titioBof  ths,n*nnd      -         .        .        -    4M 
Marinan.  resolntiaB  ralaliBg  te  the  extMptian  «t 

fiom  militia  do^    -        -         -        -        -    sn 

Maiioo,  Mr.,  remarks  af^  on  tha  Tt lalilaaij 

poDsion  bill    -        -        -         ...    M 
on  tha  resolution  to  lay  a  tax  on  tke  tmpm- 
adon  of  slaves  -         .        -    HI 

Marshals,  a  committee  to  inqoin  into  flie  secui- 

ty  required  of         .        .         .         -        -    Ml 
a  bill  reported  relating  to  bonda   gima  by, 

twice  read  and  committed  .        .    SH 

ordered  to  a  third  leading  .  -  .  -  4tt 
ratamed  Gram  the  Senate  with  ameadtnents  XB 
bill  and   amendments  referred  to   a  ^ed 

a  partisl  agreement  reported  and  adopted  -  M 
the   Senate  agree  in  part  and  diaagive  in 

theHoosBinsBt HI 

the  tut,aa  approred IIO 

a  resolution  instnicting  the  committee  on 
compensation  to  juron,  to   inqiiire  iota 

that  to W 

.  Maaaaehnietla.     (See  LigU-anua.) 
Masters,  Mr.,  remarks  at,  on  die  bill  a 
a  detachment  of  nuUtia  - 
on  Mr.  Gregg's  IK 
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Maalera,  Mt.,  remulu  of— contiDUed. 

■peech  ot,  on  the  reiolatloD  relating  ti 


jecl 


:■  of,  on  Mt.  EbtIv' 
ting  to  Smhh  and  Ogdei 
Mattocks,  William,  and  HaioM  French.    (See 

Direct  Tax.} 

Mau,  David  ChriBtopb,  boofce  preienMd  to  the 

HoDie  bj      -        -        •        ■        -        - 

Mazwall,   Lienteaant  Joseph,  copy  of  a  lettar 

train,  to  Ganeral  Caatanio,  atAlgoiiraa  - 

earn  of  a  latl«i  from,  to  Comtnodora  John 


IIGS 


I  Mead,  Cowlea,  jat  and  naja  on  tha  queation  of 

hia  right  to  a  seat  in  the  Hooae 
I  Meditarrwaean  Fund,  roMlntion  in  relation 
the,  laid  on  the  Uble 
(Sea  Sail.) 
■  Heiga,  REtnrn  J.,  ■  debate  on  the  report  of  the 

Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition  of    333 
a  bill  ordered  id  poniuiMe,  for  relief  of  -    SS4 
I  Members,  attendance  of  in  the  Hanee  353,  364, 
SS6,  257,  3S3,  367,  373,  374,  379,  3S1,  283,  SSfi, 
SOS,  831,  333,  333,  416,  444,  447,  497 
a  reiolDtioD  to  diaqualify,  engaged  in  con- 
tracts. Ax. -    391 

Merrimack  River,  report  on  a  petition,  praying 

,  jeimburaeiuent  of  eipeneeB  in  hcililatiiig 

the  navigation  of,  reurred  to  Committee 

of  the  Whole 634 

Menage,  the  Preaident's  annual.     (See  Senate 
proeeedinga,  ante,  p.  1 1) 
reiolutiona  to  refer  the  above  -         -     SB8 

B  partly  confidential  -        -        .        •        .     366 
I  document*  accompanying  the  aaue,  which 

nere  not  confidential       ....     167 
a  aupplementary,  endoaing  sundry  docii- 

,  menu 378 

aconfidenlial 444,1135 

a  report  in  secret  aesaion  on  the,  of  the  6th 

of  December  .....  1117 

staling  bia  approval  of  the  bill  relating  to 

fiireign  intercourse         ....  ii3g 
cnrlosiag  an  original  letter  baa  onr  Minis- 
ter in  London        .....  1140 
HesBonier,  Francta,  petition  oi^  read  and  reiarred    395 
an   unfrvoraUe  report   on   the  same   oon. 

cnrred  in 4S7 

Michigan,  a  reniri  of  the  Qoiemor  and  preai- 
diog  jnoge  0^  lerritorj,  tranarailtw  by 
the  President,  referred  to  a  q    '  ' 


a  report  thereon  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  - 
a  bill  fixing  the  salariaaof  theoffieersabore- 
menlioned,  reported  .... 
'lo  tor  the  adjuatmanl  of  thlaa 


301 


to  provide  to 
uidin,  read 


-     834 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  B9t 
retamed  &om  the  Senate  with  amendwanla  107S 
Senate'i  amendmenta  agreed  to  -        -        -  1088 

the  act  as  approved 1SS3 

varioas  bills  in  relation  to,  e«n*ideMd  iit 

Committee  of  the  Whole        -        -        -    9S3 
(among  them  the  one  first  mentioned  above,) 

933 


all  of  which  were  ordered  to  a  third  t< 


Page. 
Military  Establishment,  a  bill  making  appropria- 
tion* fbr  the  snpport  of  the,  twice  road 

and  eomnitled B78 

amaoded  and  ordered  t«  a  third  reading      -    S3I 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .        -        .     987 
the  act,  as  ^proved  ....        -  1S94 
Military  Peace  EitabliBhtnent,  a  resolution  that 
it  isoTpedient  to  amend  the  act  fixing  the, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table       ...    87B 
Militia,  a  report  of  the  committee  on  that  put  of 
the  FieaideDt's  Message  relating  to  the 
daiHiG cation  of  the,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole 
a  bill  from  the  sami 


detachment  of  the,  referred 
reported   with    amendments,    which  were 

agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
adebateon  thebill  .  .  -  . 
read  a  third  dme,  and  passed 
retamed  from  the  Benate  with  ameudaianta 
which  were  agreed  to  ... 

the  act,  as  approved 
a  resolution  relative  to  arming  the,  refetred 

to  same  committee  .... 
the  report  of  said  committee  read 
the  President  transmits  a  sUtement  of  the 
Mr.  VamuiD  submits  a  report  on  the  organ- 

iiation  of  the         ... 
Mint,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  in  addition 


a  select  committee  -        .        .        -    ! 

a  petition  of  sundry  iuhabitanta,  praying 
right  of  pre-emption,  referred  to  the  aame 
committee      ....-.; 

a  petition  of  the  same  character,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Laoda     -        -    '. 

the  committee  discharged  Irom  conaideration 
of  the  first  petition,  and  the  aame  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means    -    ' 

a  partial  re^rt  on  the  first  petition     .        -    1 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana  dis- 
charged from  fiirther  consideratiini  of  said 
petition,  and  the  same  referred  to  the 
Conunitlea  of  the  Whole        .        .        .    i 

a  petition  of  aundiy  inhalutanta  of  Wash- 
ington ooniily  in,  praying  a  donation  of 
land  for  pnrfosea  ofeducation,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  -    '• 

a  favorable  report  on  the  same,  and  a  hill 
ordered  ......( 

a  bill  to  remove  the  limitation  of  the  r^t  of 
snSrage  in,  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        -        •    ' 

considered  in  committee     ....    I 
Missouri,  the  President  transmits  the  report  of 
C^itain  Lewis,  who  was  appointed  to  bi- 
plore  the  river        ...-.( 
Moore,  Mr.  T,,  remaAa  of,  m  the  resolntion  to 

tax  the  importation  of  alaves  -        -        -    i 
Morrow,  Mr^  a  aarcaam  of.  on  Mr.  Jackson       -    * 

remarks  of,  on  the  price  of  land  - 


1033 
1037 
1336 
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HoMt  Pnoetdinga  and  Debate*. 


Miimfonl,   Mt.,  ipMdi  of,  oa  Hi.  NidioUcm'i 

Don-impanBtiaD  retolutioD      .        -        .     779 
•xprewM  hiniMlf  >gBiti>t  portponemBnt  of 

the  Mine 708 

nmiriu  of,  on  Uie  motioii  rcUtive  to  Ogden 
A  Smith Hm 

MaxJfl  Shoala,  caitain  reiolatioiu  of  the  Stala  of 
TennBWBB  for  opening  the,  TeCimd  to  ■ 
•elMt  cmnmittee     .        .        .        -        .    fi7& 

Mntinaen.    <8«e  Breek,  WilUam.) 


K. 


e  of  the  di>- 


1  the  Yuoo  eUimi  had 


Ntuijemoy,  a  bill  to  change  the 

tiict  of,  read  twice,  and  o 
National  Inielligencsr,  a  note  hj  the  editor  of  the, 

in  replj  to  Mr.  Randolph' 

that  diacunion  o. 

been  "emothered' 
Naval  Peace  EnabUahment,  *,  bill  mppleinentarr 

to  die  act  providing  for  »,  mid  twice,  and 

lefiirred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  386 
bUI  debated        ■  ....    447 

called  up  and  conaidered  -  -  -  -  1066 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaied  .  -  .  107S 
returned  from  the  Senate  ffith  amendmenti  1063 
the  amendment!  disagreed  to,  and  a  confer- 

cure  aiked 10S4 

the  Senate  agree  to  the  conferrace      -        -  1 100 
manager!  report,  and  Senate  recede   -        •  llOt 
.       the  act,  at  approTod  -        -        -        -        .  1S73 
naial  Senice,  a  bill  making  additional  appro- 

priktion  for  the,  read  twice,  and  ordered 

to  •  third  reftding  -  ■  ■  .  -  3C7 
reed  a  third  time,  and  paaied      ...    SB7 

the  act,  sa  approved 1336 

toother  bill  to  the  aame  effect,  read  twice, 

and  committed  .....  341 
lead  a  third  lime,  and  paaaed  ...  344 
•notber  bill  to  the  aame  efiect,  read  twice, 

and  ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        -    3iG 

the  act,  as  approved 133S 

Navj,  a  bill  making  appropriationt  for  rapport  of 

the,  read  twice,  and  committsd  -  -  87B 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1008 
bill  recommitted,  reported,  and  paaaed         •  1031 

the  act,  aa  approved 1383 

a  letter  from  the  Beeretarf  of  the,  in  reply  to 

a  reaolution  of  the  Houie  -        -  lOIO 

a  copy  of  the  laid  letter,  with  the  estimate 

aaked  tot 1021 

Navj  Yards,  reaolution  to  provide  for  fitting  and 

preparing  certain,  referred  -        -    S24 

a  report  that  no  further  legijilativB  proviuon 

i«  neceeiaiy        .  .        .        -        -    938 

Nelaon,  Roger,  Mr.,  remaika  of,  on  the  resolulian 

to  tai  the  importation  of  slaves  -  -  361 
on  the  reBolution  relating  to  defence  of  porta 

and  harbors  --.-.-  384 
against  postponement  of  the  Cumberland 

road  bill 636 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  reaalntion  relative  to  plu- 

rality  of  offices 866 

move*  to  reject  the  Senate  bill  on  the  Yaioo 

lands 906 

lemuluof.oQtheNivy  BpprapriatiotulOOS,  lOIO, 

'   loao 

remarks  on  the  bill  prohibiting  plurality  of 


Neutral  Rights,  •  motton  to  djachargr  the  Cou- 
mittee  of  Waya  and  Means  frm  Ihu  ja 
of  the  Preeident'a  Message  leUdiig  U  lb 


the  motion,  after  diaeUBnan,  agreed  to 
Mr.  Randolph  snbmiti  a  comsponiluct  vitl 
the   Secretary   of  Stale  on  the  bIijm. 
which  it  ref^red  to  the  Canmitln  liit 

Whole 

Newbuyport.    (See  Toppan,  BiimH.) 

Newewtla,  Oekwve,  a  report  on  Ihecipdiacr 

of  erecting,  into  a  port  of  eatiy,  aii  nd 

tcfmrti  to  the  Committee  of  the  WU 

the  aaid    eonuiiitt«e    djachuftd,  ud  ik 

Uooae,  after  ttviee  reading,  iimi  D  Oi 

New  Hampshire,  reaoliition  of  the  Legiilitgnif 
praying  an  amondmait  of  the  Coann- 
ttoD,  lead,  and  ordered  to  lit  on  Oe  liHi 

New  Haven,  Connecticat,memOTiilaftheChts- 
ber  of  Comioerce  of,  in  leUhn  m  lit 
aggraaaiona  on  commerce,  relinedltdt 
Ootnniittae  of  the  Whole       -     -    - 

New  Orleana,  k  bill  fiom  the  Senate  retalii[  B 
aalariaa  of  the  Judgee  of 
read  twice,  and  conmutled 
read  a  third  time,  and  postpaoed 
called  up  and  rejected 

Newspapen,  the  Clerk  ordered  to  oiu 
be  furnished  to  each  member  - 

Newton,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  the  cue  tablet 

speech  0^  on  oon^mportatiDn  &on  Cnl 
remarka   introductory   of  a  mt 


NewToik,  memorial  of  the  Mayor,  At.^ciinf' 
ins  an  adetjuata  defence  <tf  the  dlr     - 

the  merchants  oC  ca^M9( 


memorial  of  th 


Nicholson,    Mr.,  ramaika  of,  on  d)c  refti 
of  a  part  of  the  Prefident'a  Hnaaft 
introductory  of  his  resolatiou  teprcyalie' 
portation  from  Great  Britsii  ■ 


»  Bodety  of  HanBOHj  - 
in  to  ineorponte  tbt  Pn* 
Congregation  of  Oeoigetowli  - 


on  the 

of  the  Joontel 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg' 

letolulion       -        -       -       •  ^ 
apeech  on  seconding  Mr,  Rsodi^pti 

that  the  Committee  Am  ftora  the  1 

ation  of  Mr.  Gregg's  rsstdntioD 
a  letter  from,  rengning  his  seat  in  thf  H"* 
the  Speaker  requeued  to  infrnn  die  EifW 

tiveof  MsrjlandoftheaanM-       "      " 
Kieklia  and  Griffith,  a  laroralile  "iw*^ '" 

f;tilion  of,  agreed  to,  and  Iriil  urtow 
reported,  read  twice,  and  attitam 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  psaatd 
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INDEX. 

Hotae  Pnceedingt  and  Dtbattt. 


Non-imporUtioD,  Mr.  Gregg's  molntioii  on  Iba 
■nlnect  of;  referred  to  t,  Comniltee  (rf  the 
Whole 412 

e  aebate  on  tud  reMlution  ■      637,  fiT4, 67B,  SOS, 
I  686,  TOO,  730,  761 

the  ratolatioii  agwn  e«Ded  up,  and  the  Com- 
luittee  refim  to  consider  it        •        -        >  76B 

(be  CommitlM  diichirged  from  fhither  toa- 
■identioii  of  ii       -  -  -    844 

■ttudr;  icBOlotioru  on  the  lobjeet  of,  read  tud 
refiirred  to  a  Cammitlee  o{  the  Whale      •    44S 

Mr.  NicholM>u'>,r«HlntioD  relativB  thereto  -    448 
I  >  debate  on  nld  resoJution,  and  the  Commit' 

t«e  agTM  to  Miuider      -        -       778, 779,  BOl 

jeu  and  tt«j'  en  the  adoptitm  ortaid  reio- 
Intion 834 

a  bill  pTVMnted  in  pamisnee  of  the  reaoln- 
tion,  twice  read,  and  conunittsd      -        •    89B 

the  bill  debited,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading-        .....    S4S 

•gain  debated    ......    861 

re«d  a  third  tine,  and  paaaed      ...    877 
Norfolk  and  Portamouth,  molationa  adopted  by 
the  citiieaa  of,  expreaung  their  indigna- 
tion at  the  aggreniona  committed  by  Great 
Britain,  dec.,  referred  to  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole 489 

North  Carc^a,  a  eommittee  to  inqnire  into  the 

expediency  of  aMenting  to  an  act  of        -    341 

a  bill  reported,  declaring  the  waent  of  Con. 
greaa  to  iiiid  act,  twice  read    . 

ordered  to  a  third  re&diiig  . 

read  a  third  time,  and  puied 

a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  altettDg  the  time  for  holding  the  circmt 
conrt  in  the  diitrict  of   -       -       -       -    S76 

s  Inll  reported,  twice  read,  and  committod  . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        - 

road  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      ... 

returned  from  the  Seiiatewilh  amendments, 
which,  with  the  bill,  were  oommitted  to  a 
select  committee    ..... 

a  report  of  aaid  committee  ordered  to  lie  on 
thalable 

tha  amendment  of  the  Senate  agreed  to,  with 
■n  amendment       ..... 

the  act  as  approTsd    ....        -  1331 

a  bil]  directmg  the  Secretaiy  irf  the  Treasury 
to  canse  the  coast  ot,  between  Cape*  Fear 
and  Btittcras,  to  be  snrreyed,  twice  read  - 

ordered  to  a  ttiiid  reading  .        .        -        . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

the  act,  as  approTed   ....        -  12AG 
Northwest  TerHtoiy,  a  restdntion,  inquiring  into 
the  several  acts  proriding  for  the  diiposal 
of  lands  in  the,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table    S6fl 
O. 
Oath,  adninistralioD  of  the,  to  Ibe  Speaker  and 

member*  of  the  Honaa    .        .        .        -    ' 
Oeracoke,  North  Carolina,  an  auMndatOTy  bill 
erecting  a  new  eoUeetion  diatjict,  to  be 
called  the  district  of.  oidared  lo  ha  on  (he 


Officers  of  the  two  B 


Page. 


read  ■  third  time,  and  passed  ...  448 
nlvmad  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  888 
amendments  ant)  bill  referred  ...  884 
the  Hense  agree  to  soma,  and  disagree  to 

other  amendments  .....  880 
the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  oonfncnca  -  B49 
the  conference  agreed  to,  and  managere  ap- 

pointed -    ten 

mwugera  r^MHtmod 

Senate  sgree  - 
the  Haow  dis^pree  ti 
edltare  .......    uaa 

the  act,  as  approved   .....  ISM 

Ogden,  SaatMl  0-.  a  ineMorial  of,  ownplainiBg 
of  the  conduct  of  ceMein  Gxeoative  oOeeni, 
pweenied  by  Mr.  Qainey,  wluch  eanasd 
much  angry  d^iaie       ....  1086 

a  MMlotiOD  on  the  nilgeot  of  said  maawusl 
offered  by  Mr.  Eariy      ....  1090 

which  Bnally  passed  by  yeas  and  nays        .  1094 
(Hlio,  a  petitioi]  of  actnal  aettlers  on  pre^amption 
lands  in,  referred  to  theOommittaeraiPab' 

lie  Lends 694 

Mid  committee  discharged,  and  petition  re- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways   md 

Meuis SS8 

i.  petition  of  iDndry  settlers  and  purchasers 
of  htnds  Northwest  of  the  river,  praying 
further  time  for  p^ment,refbrTad  to  same 
eommittee      ......    806 

s  petition  of  sundry  purchasers  (rf  land  in 
the  State  of;  praying  fbrther  tine  ibr  pay. 
ment  and  rrtinqnishment  of  iateraat,  refer. 


a  nport  thereon,  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
theWhtrie BS4 

a  petition  ef  sundry  seltlen  and  pnrehasers 
of  land  Northwest  of  the  river,  and  I>e- 
tween  the  Miamis,  praying  the  right  ofpr*- 
emptioa,  referred  to  ^  Comnitleemi  rab- 
lic  Lands 3»4 

a  report  thereon,  and  a  MH  ordered  in  por- 
suenee  thereof 981 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Governor,  Secreta- 
ry, and  Judges  of  the  late  Teiritiny  N<Nlh- 
wMt  of  the  river,  read  twice,  and  oamiiul- 
led »» 

nyoited  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  wading       .....    814 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaad      ...    86S 

the  act,  a*  approved  .....  1SX8 

B  reaolution  directios  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  report  tha  quantity  of  land 
■old  in,  annually,  from  the  30th  June, 
laoS,  laid  on  the  table    -        .        -        .    S84 

a  Ull  from  the  Senate  to  suspend  the  sale  of 


9th  Com. — 43 


.  bill,  which  is  Mad 


read  a  third  time,  and  passed 


.  9S6 

.  1018 

_^                                                 -  1S69 

a  bill  relative  to  claims  to  land  in,  Ac,  twice 

read  and  committed        ....  914 

reada  tllird  time  and  passed        ...  I03S 

ratnraed  from  the  Senate  with  amendment*  1080 

aaendmenta  (rf'lha  Senate  agreed  to  •        -  1104 

the  act,  w  BHooved W" 
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Hoiue  Proceeding  and  Debate*. 


Ohio  Gampanj,  ■  committM  ■ppoinled  to  oonaid- 
er  Ule  metDMJal  of  the     •        .        .        • 

the  eotnmittee  diichargod,  and  memonsl  ts- 
btred  to  Committee  on  Pablic  Landa 

an  unbToraUe  report,  and  leave  to  withdreir 
the  memorial  panted      -        .        .        . 

a  eeeood  report  on  a  part  of  the  rame  me- 
morial, alao  nnraTOiable  -  -  -  - 
Ohio  Canal  Company,  a  meoiDiial  of  the  General 
Aaeembl;  of  Kentucky  in  relation  lo  the, 
read  and  rsrerred  to  a  iielect  cMnmittee    - 

a  report  from  aaid  committee,  that  it  a  inei- 
pedient  to  srant  the  prajer  of  the  memo- 

Oiin,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  du  Senate  bill  relating 

to  Societj  of  Harmony    ■        -        .        .    . 
Orleuw  Tenitinj,  patitioD   of  the   LagtalatJTe 
Coandlof,  prajing  a  duoatlon  of  land*  for 
■npporl  of  coUegea,  Sec,  read  and  rafciml 
to  a  aelect  committee      -        •-       -        .    ! 

a  report  in  part,  lead  and  refemd  to  Commit- 
tee  of  the  Whole I 

other  portiona  of  Mid  petttiona  refened  to 
Cmnmittea  on  Public  Land*    -        -        -    I 

B  aemorisl  of  the  Bouae  of  RepreaeDtatifea 
o^  referred  to  the  firat  committee     -        -    I 

a  petition  of  the  RegenU  of  the  Unirenitj  of, 
referred  to  Committee  on  Pablie  Lands  -    ' 

rt^n  of  aaid  committee  read  and  referred  to 
Committea  of  the  Whole         -        .        .    I 

a  reaolntion  to  eatabliih  land  oAcee  b,  re- 
ferred to  CommhtM  on  Public  Landa      -'  ' 

abiU&om  the  Senate  to  awxrtain  and  adjuat 
titlea  wid  elaiina  lo  land  in      -        -        . 

read  twice  and  referred  to  Commtttea  on  Pab- 


sminded,  read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed 
the  act  ai  approTed    -        ■        -        . 


1063 

1064 

.  1079 

.  losa 

.  1S74 


P. 
Paiddrick,  Jacob,  and  othera,  a  proteat  of,  lelating 

to  Spaniah  aggreeaoni    - 
Palmer,  Henry,  and  otben,  ditto 
Pamlico  Sound,  abill  for  filing bnoja  in,  and  fbr 
other  purposea,  twice  read 
amended,  and  ordered  lo  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaned 
Palanta,  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
encj  of  amending  the  liwa  relating  to     - 
Patent  tight*,  a  report  fiom  the  Comcnittee  of  Com- 
merce and  )~       ~ 


1  Mannfactnrea  ndveiM  to  t 


Pearl  river,  report  of  the  Commiaaionera  fbr  the 
didrict  of,  read  and  referred  ... 
Peckham,  Eliiabelh,  an  nnbvorable  report  on 
the  petition  of  -  -  -  -  • 
PenniylTania,  a  bill  declaring  the  aaaant  of  Con- 
gresa  la  an  act  of  the  Slate  of;  twice  read 
and  committed       .       -       -       . 

r^orted  and  ordered  to  a  third  readin) 

rMd  •  third  time,  and  pueed 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amendment 

the  amendment  agreed  to  - 

the  act,  M  approved   -        -        .        . 

a  petillMi  from  anndry  inhabitanta  of,  pray- 
ing an  ataendment  of  the  Oonatitotion,  re- 
ferred  lo  CoounitlM  of  the  Whola  - 


Panaionera,  a  reaolution  direeiiiig  ih  Sum 
of  War  to  report  at  neit  Mm  i  Ui. 
placed  on  the  rolkofthemBilSttliik 
BsToititiODaiy  eenicea,  ixdcnd  lo  b  ■ 
the  table ^i 

Pennons.    (See  Rerolutiotiary  War.) 

Pelna,  Kobert,  and  othen,  petition  oL  innjau 

to  ■ubdinsons  of  eqiuie*  and  loll  n  tti 

City  of  Wadiinglon,  read  mil  nfani  -  'I 

a  bill  preaeoted  for  purpoee>pnjBdii,!i« 

twice  and  Fcmmitted 

Peteiaburg,  Viiginia,  certain  neohuiiiia  o(  ik 
inhaMtanta  o(  referred  to  CoDuaiOH^ 
the  Whole 

Philadel  phia,  petition  of  the  Chambetof  Ctaaaa 
<^,  referred  lo  Committee  of  Cotawnd 
Manufacturea  -         -       .      ■    ■  i. 

petition  of  the  merchanta  and  tradn  ^i 
fened  to  Committee  of  the  Wtwk  -      -^ 

Philadelphia  frigate,  petition  of  the  Ult  mi 
the,  referred  to  Coinnuttee  of  Cbim   •  ^ 
an  unfavorable   report  Ihoeon,  nfmdi 

Commilteeof  the  Whole       -     -   -^ 
aaid  committee  discharged  ud  Itm  fn 

lo  withdraw  the  petition 
another  petition  of  the  bbum,  icfeniii 
q>e<^  committee   -        -       -     -    •  !> 

Phillipa,  John,  an  allowance  made  In,  b  in 

I*iBnkeahaw  Indiana,  a  treaty  with  tlit,eu» 

ted  by  the  President,  reterred  •     -    - '-' 
Pinckney,  Chailea,  eitracte  of  leHentmUiti 

Secretarr  of  State 

nuralt^    of  oScsa,  Mr.  Randolpfa'i  raHlMi 

in  relation  to,  referred    -       ■     -    '  ' 

a  debate  on  the  firat  reaalnlion  -     '    -  * 

which  ia  rejected '_ 

a  debate  on  the  aecond  remlutiMi     '    '  ' 
the  aecond  reaolution  rejected    ■ 
the  Uurd  reaolution  debated       -      ;    ■ ' 
thia  reaolution  agreed  to,  and  t  tfl  orioM* '' 
a  bill  reported  and  read  twice     ■ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  tliird  time,  and  puaed     ■      ■    ' ' 
Plymouth,  North  Carolina,  msmoriil  of  AeH- 
chants  of,  praying  the  eatibliduiai'"' 

Srt  of  entry  at,  refcned  Id  CmubW* 
lounerceand  Mannbctniei- 
FlymouOi,  Macsacbuietta,  a  motiijD  W  wftj 
port  of enUy  fbr  veaaelB  from,  u  fimi  bjM 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  loal  -  " 

PorU  and  Hartwis,  Mr.  Dawson's  resolimw* 
laling  to  protoctioB  of,  refcned  to  Coaafr  ^ 
tee  of  the  Whole    -       -       ■      '     '  - 
debate  on  the  firat  and  second  «"I"?J!V'  ' 
again  called  up  in  Committee  of  ll»  "»«  ^ 
without  action  OB  the     •      '      '     '  ^ 
another  debate  on  tbem     -       ■      '     '  ^ 
the  two  reeotntiona  agreed  lo     -      '     '  ^ 
a  debate  on  the  third  teaolulioB  -      -     ' 
which  il  diaagreed  to,  and  "Jj''™"'  j, 

purauance  of  the  fini  and  wcoao  -   J 

a  bill  fbr  fortifying,  reported,  road  tws  *  ^ 

coDunituid     -       -       '      '     '    '.y. 

read  by  aectiona         -  '  j.lj  ,».' " 

a  third  reading,  laaJ  a  Birfi'*' . . 

—  ■ — ^     .        .       -       ■      -     '^ 

returned  fiom  the  SesaM  witk  MnM™*"  .■ 
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Botut  Pnxeedingt  and  Debaia. 


la  «iid  Harbon — conliBDMl.  Pagtr 

the  SfliiBtauaeDdmeDU*(n«d  to        -        -  1084 
tbe  &ct  u  approved    -        .        -        .        .  1287 
A  t«BoIuti«i  lo  ntqDot  the  Pmidinit  to  in- 
form Ihe  Hdok  wlut  mMranis  hiTe  been 
tKken  b;  the  Stateeindebwdta  the  United 
State!  in  relition  to  defenoi  of        -        • 
itmaster  GeDerat,acoinn]ittee  ■ppoint*dto  in- 
qairfl  into  the  conduct  o(  tba  -         •         - 
(See  Granger,  Gideon^ 
rt  Offices  and  Post  Roada,  a 
•ppointed       .        .        - 
■  repDvt  of  said  conunhtea  Tefaned 
a  reaolntion  initrnctlng  tbs  comm 

to  inqnire  into  tbe  eipedi«neir  of  pmrid- 
img  bj  law  for  eompeniMing  the  Mirieea 


at  Office,  of  the  Uit<r  of  Wuhiugton,  a  reaala- 
tion  diiectiog  the  Poatmactei  Geaeial  to 
csiue  tin,  to  be  kept  at  or  oear  tile  Cap- 
to),  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
poatponed  indeflnitel; 
«t  Roada,  a  bill  farther  to  alter  and 

certain,  read  twice,  and  committed  - 
•mendjDenta  made  to  laid  bill 
read  B  third  tine,  and  pawed 
returned  from  the  Sonata  with  amendment!, 
,         and  referred  to  Committee  on  Poet  OT 
Gcea  and  Poet  Boada        ... 
said  committee  report  theb  agreement  to  thi 
Bame  in  part  and  diaagreement  in  part,  ii 
which  the  Hooie  concaned 
the  act,  aa  approved   .        -        .        . 
'tomac  riTBr,  petition!  heretotbre  preiented  on 
the  mbject  of  a  bridge  orer  Ae,  referred 
to  a  aalect  committee       .         .         .         . 
'     said  committee  n^ake  a  leport  ftrortble  to 
the  prayer  of  said  petition 


*97 


FnbUc 
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.  lOST 
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conNdered  in  CommitlM  of  the  Whole    409,  413 
a  motion  to  di«charge*the  Committee  from 

the  farther  conaideratian  of  it  loet  •        .    417 
the  leiolution  to  erect  a  bridge  orer  the,  oar 

ried,  and  a  bill  ordered  to  that  efiect 
■  bill  reported  and  referred 
a  deUte  on  the  bill    . 
amended  and  reported  to  the  House    - 
certain  •mendmenta  agreed  to  bj  the  Houm 
the  bill  aa  amended  ordered  to  a  third  read- 


read  a  third  tiaw,  and  paaaed 
aundij  petitiona  for  and  again 
of  a  bridge  over  the 
^•abjtariui  congregstian  of  Georgetown,  a  bill 

to  incorporate  the,  read  twice  .        .    341 

a  debate  on  the  bill 477 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    476 
read  i  third  time,  and  paaaed      •        -        -    4S1 
the  act,  ai  appioTed  .....  igsg 
'rince  WilUam,  a  petition  from  the  count;  o(  on 

the  Bubjeet  of  Potomac  bridge  .        ■    SSe 

"linting  and  atattonerj,  report  of  the  Clerk  of 

the  Houie  of  hii  proceeding  relatite  to    -    366 

^ablic  acta  of  Congreaa ISSfi 

■ablic  buildinga,  at  Waihington,  the  Preaident 
traiumita  the  rq>oit  of  the  Sorrejor  of  the, 
which  ia  rafigrted  to  a  aelect  comtiiltee         3S1 
^^Uc  debt,  a  bill  anpplementai;  to  the  act  mak-  j  B, 

jng  proTinon  tor  Iha  todamption  of  the,  Randolph,  John,  appointed  on  the  Joint 

read  twice  and  flOBUnitled      -       -       •    983|  tee  to — "  —  ■•■-'> — •'-— 


a  motion  to  atrike  out  the  eighth  a< 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

indefinitetj  poatponed         .         .         -         .  lum 
Public  gronn^  in  Uia  Citj  of  Waahingtos,  a 
mi  concerning  the,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted     SB3 

Public  landa,  appointment  of  a  atanding  commit- 

IM>  on MS 

a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  anthonilng  tbe  ra- 
oaipt  of  eridancei  of  paUic  debt  in  pay* 
meot  for,  read  ttriee,  and  referred  to  (Com- 
mittee of  Ou  Whole        -        -        -        -    8S4 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -    3M 
called  Dp  in  the  Hooae,  and  amtmded  -    415 

reed  a  third  tine,  and  pawed     ...      41S 
retnmed  from  the  Senate  with  amaudmenta, 

and  referred   -.-...    M4 
a  iXMi-agreement  reported,  end  a  ctmferance 

aaked M4 

Ule  Senate  agree  to  the  conierence      -        -    9M 
a  lepsrt  ftom  the  oonferance,  and  the  Honae . 

inaiat -  1016 

the  act,  aa  approred  .        .        -        -        -  13S1 

a  nsolntion  initructing  the  Committee  <Hi, 

to  inquire  whether  it  be  expedient  to  oon- 

flrm  any  claims  to  land  in  the  Miniaaippi 

Territarj,  Jbanded  on  Spaniah  warrant!. 


Ac 


4St 


a  report  of  the  oonunittee  on,  on  anndry  pe- 
titions referred  to  them  .        -        .        .    oja 
another  report  of  the  aame  character  -        -    69S 
a  reaolntioD  afiared  to  prohibit  credit  on,  re- 


the  reeoIatioD  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the 


a  report  of  aaid  oonunittee  thereon  referred 
to  Conumttee  of  the  Whole  .  -  . 
Pnblic  Toeda,  areaolution  to  appoint  a  committee 
to  iaqntre  into  certain,  referred 

the  committee  diacharged  from  the  iiirttwr 
ooasidaration  of  the  Biit>)eot    -        .        . 


sn 


Qoiney,  Mr.,  remnke  of,  cm  Ihe  nfeceoee  of  » 

part  of  the  Preeident'a  Heaaage       •        •    SS9 

[>a  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  eiportatioa  of  aima, 
Ac «70, 871 

3n  the  reoolnlion  tojvaoent  aaword  to  Gen. 
Eaton *I9 

>n  the  bill  antboiiang  a  detaohment  of  Bi- 


to  incorporate  the  Preabjtetiaa  t*   _    _ 

ofOeorgatown  .  .  .  -  .  47* 
to  prohibit  interaonna  with  8(.  Doaiiago  -  G13 
on  Mr- Randolph's  aeeond  resofotioo,  relating 

toplnrali^ofoffioB*  -  .  -  .  0S7 
on  the  bill  relating  te  the  aaaie  anbject  -  lOlS 
on  &«  Navy  appionialMoa  -  1019 

on  the  bill  for  the  deftnce  of  porta  md  bar- 


repealing  the  datj  on  adt,  *c-  -  lOU,  1061 

an  the  motion  relaliag  to  (^[den  and  Snith  1087 
hir^jrloHr.  JaduoDoathaiaabjMtt        -  lOM 
Qoonm,  a  meaaage  aent  te  iufctw  the  Saiiahi 

that  the  Honee  hare  farmed  s         -        ■    3H 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


Bmite  Prooeeimgi  amd  D^iaU*. 


■a  aiUng  leare  br  •  bill  nkliiig  io  Frenck 


tba  I 


Wftjt  ud 


I  Mmim  on  tb»  labfM*  of  llw 
M«M«ga,  M  &r  M  it  ralatad  to  Iba  iim> 
oon  of  Mvtnl  rifhu      -        -  -    41B 

idtMvdoeloiy  of  t  nwlutioB  nlaling  to  iatar- 

MOTM  widi  OTMt  Britain  -  <  -  430 
laolotiaD  to  amend  the  ConatltutioD  SM,  MB 
iBtrodBctM7  <^  hii  nai^iiom  rAdnf  to 

...      ,   _  j(^ 


on  Mr.  Qngg**  ooii'linpartatioa 

in  rerij,  on  tho  Mine  rabJMt  .  -  -  MS 
M  Mr.  Loib'*  MtioB  to  diKhufo  iha  con- 

mitlM  (aune  rabjeet)      -  -    768 

H  cdlml  to  order 7B& 

■p«>rtt  of,  on  Mr.  Nloliolaon'«  non-inporta- 

tion  rsaalntion        -  ■      TBO,  8H,  876 

•n  hia  reaolationa  relating'  Io  plnrali^  ef 

•fteea  -  -  .  .  «gi,  ws,  gu,  na 
an  llie  Senate'a  bill  relating  to  ¥aMO  lanA  90S 
ItlB 
iMBcAa  on  gi*iiiK  notiea  of  hia  intended 

motion  in  relation  to  the  aecret  journal  -  S8S 
flai  introdndni  the  «aid  motion,  and  after- 

warda M6,  BBS,  SSI 

in  reply  to  Mr.  TaraiiB  ....  gge 
an  the  Naij  ap^nvpriationa  •  MS,  100,  1004 
on  the  bill  releting  to  plnrali^  of  ofiicea  •  1006 
intmdactory  of  a  reaolation  to  repaal  the 

dntjp  on  lalt   -  -        •        -        .  loas 

in  r^T  to  Mr.  ThoDita  cm  that  ealject  -  lOSl 
in  reply  to  Mr.  (tajncy  on  the  bill  on  the 

BBBe  (ubject lOH 

aal  the  aectien  of  Mid  bill  eMltiiniinK  the 

"  '■■  nftind        ....  ion 

the  mid  bin    1096, 

1096,  1097,  1090 


nenl,  altar  ooaftnoM    -  -  1102 

BandolBli.  T.  H.  philippic  o(  agmnat  J.An  Ran- 

Wph 1108 

apriogy  eC  to  the  Honaa  li«  hia  vAamaDce    1106 
l^p,  Ooo^,  and  othaia.    (Sea  /formony.) 
KaoMa  of  Coognaa,  a  Wat  ooumittea  Id  Infan 

the  Freaidanl  of  Ilie  wnoead  -  1100 

report  from  the  CommM  ' 
tfw  Ml  Aw  leliaf  <  NfMMd 


.    897 
.  1M3 


ndoad  to  a  third  readmg  - 

nad  a  third  lim*,  aod  pmaed 

eap;  of  the  report  «f  th«  Comm 
4aT  tba  Ml  jbr  the  taliaf  of 
PNBDe,  a  reaotnlian  directing  the  Seoratajry  vS 
the  Traaannr  Io  fianjah  a  alalem«mt  of  the 
amownt  of,  darired  from  oartain  aonroM 


rtforta  preaented  b;  aaid  cttamitlce    -     366,  476 
-  ItUionarj  war,  the  Commitlee  of  Claima  in- 
■tractod  to  inquire  what  fiirthar  meaaurea 
y  in  relation  to  Ihoa«  diMblad 


1  r^orted  in  pnnoaiK*  tlicno(id 

twice,  and  relcrred  .      .     .  • 

diacBaacd,  and  iKdered  to  i  third  tttdiif  .  i 

re«d  a  third  lino,  and  puad    ■ 

retomod  from  the  Sciuti  witb  iBradmoli 


the  report  of  nid  o 


miltee  laid  m  Ik !» 


n  to  amend  bj  p1aaii|  dq  Iht  iiaif 

Onan  all  who  ara  now  on  ^  p- 

n  liria  of  the  mtctiI  SUlg^  vpM  1 

the  amendmenta  of  Ilia  SeoaU  ijindu  ■  I 

the  act  aa  aj^rored  -     ■    .  11 

a  report  fivm  the  Secretary  of  Wit,  iirit 

tioa  Io  claima  l«  land  fmwSlvjKm 

during  the  -        •      •     .    -  II 

a  raaolution  directing  the  BetMaiiiVv 

to  report,  at  the  nextaaKiio,iE«ifpii- 

aionai*  placed  on  the  nilliof  Ibtnftttn 

Bhaa,  Mr.,  of   Tenneeaee,  qned  t^okt 

Oregg'B  DQD.iinn»talian  tMjliini      -  ^ 
oM  Mr.  Randolph  1  reuIiUinu  rtklal  » 

plurality  of  officM  -  -     -   '^''^ 

eipteaaea  opposition  to  the  Ml  u  ik  IhI 

■ubject  '* 

ranarks  o^  on  the  Senate'*  UHolaalB 
theialtbiU  -        -        ■       -  I(IK,11K.1"I 

Bhode  laland,  inndnr  reaidationi  of  tbe  Gmeil 
AaaembI;  ot,  diugieeing  to  Uie  vtii^ 
of  Kentucky  and   Pesoiylnm,  *^  ^ 
amendment  of  the  Conitilutiui     ' 

Boban,  Frandj,  a  depontion  at,  itliii"  l>^ 
iih  Bggreaatona  ■     '    ' 

Rodney,  Tbomaa,  a  note  oi;  on  '^■'^    ,,„ 

'^""*"       -        ■        -       ■  „1_  «[ 
copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  Gowraa^i""  '"' 
RMtboiy,  Manachosetta,  a  bill  todediit,tp«< 

of  dalivetj,  and  (br  otbn  fEip"*'      « 
twice  and  committed 


a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  pamed 
retnined  fiom  the  Senita  with  u  »■' 


which  amendment  wai  oanmmdin  ■ 

the  act  u  ei^oied    -       '       ~     1. 

Rnlee  and  Oidera,  a  rewIutiM  tief^  M ' 

the  laat  aeanon  '       '    a. 

reiolntioni  to  amend,  laid  on  tlu  Ulit 

Mr.  Leib'i  reaidntion  to  unend  ■      '       .| 

Mr.  Thouai  anbmila  a  taMdntJoa  Vi  ■»" 

Rumaej,  Darid,  a  letter  from,  wmi[toMy  ■  •■ 

impneonent  of  hia  aon,  lafared  <°'''  jg 
BecntaiT  of  Slate  '  '     ' 

Rnaaen,  Gilbert  C,  a  bill  6o»Btt«e«*  fa  «  - 
lalief  of  -  ■      ■     :  9 

read  twice,  and  c< 
read  a  third  time, 


vationa  by  Spanidi  Iree^  on  die   ■ 
Sail];,  Mr.,  oMecta  to  Mr.  OaM8boni«|lil«4''; 

enaed  ftom  voting  -       -       "j^'    t, 
St  Clair,  Arthnr,  a  petitiM  (f,  jnjiW  " 

heard  at  thabm'rflltBH — 


oogle 


Irii 
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St.  CUir,  Arthiu — continued. 

■  TMoIation  that  he  be  heard,  isui  uu  kuc 

t«bl« -    761 

the  rHolntion  tgived  to,  uiil  a  day  >pp<nllt- 

sdtohear ■"» 

the  wme  poitponed  indefinLtel;  -        -    799 

8l  Dodiiiso,  a  bill  fmai  the  Senate  to  suipend 

trade  with,  referred         .        -        -        -    485 
debated,  and  poatponed       -        -        -     49«,  010 

pasaed ■     -    MS 

the  act  BB  approved    -----  I2S8 
Salem,  Masaachnaetta,  memorial  of  the  inhabit- 

anti  at,  relative  to  aggreHiona,  dec  -    414 

Salt,  Mr.  Randolph'a  reaolation  inatructing  the 
Committee  ofWaja  and  Meana  to  mquLre 
into  the  eipediencj  of  repealing  the  dutj 


Blatee,  impeitation  irf— eontinasd.  Pag«. 

pNgnaa  raported,  and  leave  granted  to  ut 
again    ------    351,    87% 

the  reaolation  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered        376 
a  Intl  reported,  read  twice,  and  committed  -     397 
tbe  bill  debated,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing          431,  443 

read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted  to  a  aelect 

444 


ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  -  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  - 
retnmed  from  the  Senate  with  amendment  - 
the  amendment  diaagreed  to,  and  a  confer- 

'        the  managers  report  the  adherence  of  the 

Senat* 

the  House  recede  from  thrir  diiagreement  - 
Sandfbrd,  Mr.,  appointed  on  the  committee  toin- 
qnlre  into  the  condact  of  the  Poatmaslmr 
'  General,  (in  place  of  Hr.  Clinton,  abaent) 

jBayr«,   Stephen,  the  petition  of;  and  the  report 
made  on  it  at  the  lait  Mssioa.  referred     - 
Seamen,  aundry  resolation*  rdating  to,  and  mer- 
chant *eHek,  referred    -        -        -        - 
Secret  Jottmal,  Hr.  Bandolph  givea  notice  of  on 
intended  motion,  in  relation  to  the  - 
the  aaid  motion  made  -        -        - 

a  question  of  order  ariass  on  the  motion, 
Ibe  Spe^er's  d««naion  is  revened    - 
another  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  on  dte  i 
snKeet,  negatived  -        -        -       - 
a  motion  to  amend  the,  onanimonal;  ewriad 
Secret  pniceedinga,  the  journal  of      -        -        - 
iSenate,  the  Huns*  inftrtaed  that  the;  have  form- 
ed a  qnomm,  and  elected  Samuel  Smith, 
President  pro  (em.  -        -        -        - 

Sergemnt-at-Aims,  a  resolation  to  compenaate  tlM, 
for  eitra  semcea,  laid  on  the  t^e  - 
the  reaolntian  referred  to  ■  select  ccmmittae 
Shell  Castie  Iiland,  ■  resolution  infracting  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  snd  Mannb^ 
tnres  to  include,  in  the  district  of  Waah- 
ington,  North  Carolina  -        -        -        - 
Ships-at-the-Una,  a  rsMilntian  to  bwild,  re^  and 

Shoals,  a  raaoliition  to  sorvay  the,  of  Capes  Hal- 
teias  and  Lookont,  and  the  FrTiag  Pan, 


report  t1 


Ota 


.  Siblev,  Dr.  John,  axbrkcts  of  letters  fr     . 

Secretary  of  War-        -        1*06,  l»i,  1M7 
Sinlung  Fond,  a  laport  fiom  tbe  ComniiMinn— 

ofthe    -------  1163 

Slate  Cixnpanj,  a  leprat  on  the  petit 


378 


Haves,  a  reeohilion  ta  tax  the  impoitttion  «C 


said  committee  report  a  new  bill,  and  a 

tion  to  reject  lost o; 

resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Ter- 
mont,  propoaing  inch  an  amendment  of 
the  Coaatitution  as  to  prevent  the  import- 
ation of,  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  -    Si 
a  oommittee  appointed  to  inquire  what  addi- 
tional pTOviaioni  by  law  are  neceaiarj  to 
prevent  the  importation  of      -        -        -    4 
'   a  report  from  iBid  commiltee      -        -        -    4' 
the  report  i^srred  to  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole 4' 

a  resolution  reported,  twice  read,  and  agreed 
In,  a  committee  appginted,  and  a  bill  or- 
dered      -        -6 

a  bill  to  prevent  the  introdoctioa  o£  into  the 
HiiBBsipF>  and  Orleans  Territories,  read 
twice,  snd  committed      .        -        .        -    9 
sundry  petitiona,  praying  that  the  introduo- 
tion  of,  may  be  permitted  into  the  Terri- 
tory of  Indiana     -  -        -      293,  a 
oan,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  reeolntion  to  tax 
the  importation  of  slaves        -        -     34S,  3 
introdactory  of  bia  raaoJulion  on  the  snbiect 

of  British  aggresBons    -        -        -        -    4 
on  the  Senate  bill  in  relation  to  the  Society 

of  Harmony * 

objections  of,  Ut  incorporating  the  Presbyte- 
rian Congregation  of  Georgetown  -        -    4 
obieelions  of,  to  recommitting  the  bill  author- 

i.lnfl  the  im —  -'  ' — ^  — —•- 
nmaiki  of,  ( 


ate  InUon  the  Taioo  Innda 
on  Mr.  Bwadolph's  uolum  in  leUtion  to  Ibe 

secretjoumal  .  -  .  -  .  H8 
on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  Ibe  salt  UU  -  1036 
■peach  o^introdnclory  of  tworeeoUtkms,  in 


ie,  Mr.,  remake  of;  oa  Mfcsenw  o(a  part  ef 
the  PteMent's  Message 

OB  the   bai  to  pnUbit  the  eipwlrttMi  of 


baUigare>t  pMwa 
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Bmae  Proceeding*  and  Debaet. 


Smilie,  Mr. — continued.  Ptge- 

remaAt  of.  on  ths  rMotutioni  relating  to  d<- 

hoca  ofportaand  harbors      386,  388,  ae«,  633 
in  rappbrl  of  his  motion  just  above  men- 
tioned   ♦m 

on  the  Senate  bill,  relating  to  (he  Societj  of 

Harmon? *W,  *88 

in  fc»or  of  (he  bill  to  incoipomte  the  Pre»- 

bjterian  Congregation  of  Georgetown  -  478 
on  Uie  resolution  to  amand  tba  Conatilution 
on  the  bill  to  prohibit  trade  with  Si.  Do- 
on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation  raiolntion  683, 740 
in  reply  td  Mr,  Leib,  on  hi«  motion  to  di»- 

charge  the  Committee  (aame  iubject)       -     763 
oppoaes  the  liong  of  the  Committee  from  Mr. 

NichoUon'i  resolution     .        -        -     707, 8S2 
remarfca  of,  on  Mr.  Clark's  rMolution,  rata  ting 
to  the  PoBtmuter  Oencial       .        .        ■ 
oppoaes  the  poatponement  of  the  Cumber- 
land road  bill  .         •         -         .         . 
rcfflarkB  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  plnrality  rea> 
olutions          ....-- 
on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate  bill  on 

Yazoo  lande BI5 

on  the  Nbt;  aj^oprialions        .        .        -  1003 
on  the  bill  relating  to  plurality  of  offices  1008,  1013 
proposes  a  new  section  to  the  bill  for  fortify- 
ing ports  and  harbon      -         •         -         .  1030 
remirbi  of,  on  the  Benate's  amendment  to 

(be  salt  lull 

Smith,  Samuel,  information  to  the  Bouse  of  hia 
etedion  as  President  pro  tempore,  at  tba 

Senate -        - 

Smith,  John  C,  remaika  of  on  the  IhII  to  prahi* 
iHt  the  elporlBtion  of  arme,  Ac. 
on  the  ReTOlntionuy  pension  bill 
on  the  reiolntion  to  tax  the  importation  of 

riaToa S7S.448 

on  Mr.  Eartj'i  resolution  relating  to  defence 

of  ports  and  harbors        ....     893 
on  tlie  bill  for  payment  of  wltneeaea    -        .    480 
on  the  bin  to  prohibit  trade  with  St.  Do- 
mingo    613 

Smith,  WUliamS.  (See  Leander,  and  Ogden,  S.  G.) 
SoDlh  CantUna,  a  resolution  to  refer  an  act  of 
the  Stale  a(  (ItiTing  a  du^  on  tontiage, 
Ac)  to  a  select  conunlttae     -        •        .    288 
a  bin  reported  bj  said  Camtaittee,  grring  the 

Hsent  of  Ctmgresa,  read  twice  -    33S 

progrew  reported,  ftc        ....    391 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      .    446 
read  a  diird  time,  and  paased      ...    448 
the  act,  aa  appnired    ...         -         -  1236 
tha  President  tnnsmits  a  lattar  from   the 
Ooiemor  of,  stating  the  ceaaion  to  the 
UuiUdStatMofositaintbrtSi&creferred    439 
Saaduid,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  rasolutiMi  to 

tax  the  Intonation  of  alaTes  -        -     348,  883 
in  faTotofthe  bill  to  incorparBle  thePreaby- 
totian  Congregatioa  of  Qeorgalown         -    473 
BpHn,  Mr.  Randolph's  histoi;  of  ooi  difforanoee 

with 346 

doeoments  trtBamitled  bj  the  Prudent,  r*- 
lating  to  negotiation*  with      ...  116O 
Spalding,  Elexiua,  allowance  made  to,  for  eotlia 

aertieei 439 


Spalding,  Thomas — eontinn<d.  j^, 

a  report  thereon  committed  to  CotralUB 

the  Whole 

the  report  recommitted      

takes  his  seat  as  a  membsr  -    . 

calls  for  the  reading  of  the  nile  pnliiiiK 

a  member  firom  voting  on  1  qtuUKi 

which  he  is  personally  intticUol     ■    . , 

Spanish  territories,  «  bill  (in  secnl  mm)  a 

thoriiing    the    pardissc  at  mim.  mi 

twioe  and  committed 

amended  and  ordered  to  i  Aui  min  ■  , 

sent  confidentially  to  the  Stiule      .    -  ■ 

Sparks,  Captain  R.,  a  letter  from,  ts  GtmiK 

WUliams 1 

Speaker,  rul^s  concerning  the  daljoflbt-    -  i 

Standing  riiks  and  osdera,  arspntfioDlba» 

mittee  on.  read  and  reftrrtd  -     -    -  : 

repoil  debated   -         -        -       .      -  N .' 

amended  and  concurred  in        -     -    -  ; 

the  amendment  to  one  of  the,  u  licfi  • '' 

Stanton,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gtrts'iMK- 

portation  resolution  .     .    .  < 

State  Acts,  records,  dec,  a  comaiiltN  iunni 
to   make   provision   bi  piacribiLi  it 
manner  of  proving,  dec  -       -     .    ■  ' 
a  lull  reported,  read,  twice,  and  rsaite- 
reporidd  without  amendment,  utdpM^K:  ' 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  1  i^mr. 
and  passed     .        •        .       .     ■ 
State  balances,  information  from  ikt  Puds. 
that  New  York  is  the  only  BuuiU  la 
discharged  anj  part  of  tbe,  nptnri   '  ^ 
Slate  Conria,  a  bill  to  extend  juriidicIinB» 
tain  cases  to  judges  o(  twice  mi  ui"- 
ferred  to  Committee  of  tbe  Vbok  -    '  ; 
reported  with  anicndmeots 
tbe  amendments  agreed  to,  and  biD  irte 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  timd  n^  ' 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ■ 
returned  ih>m  the  Senate  with  unniHU 
bill  and  amendment  referred  U  >  4« 


reported    with    wmeadmenh,  wlwb  •"  , 

the  act  as  an'roved    - 

Soffinge,  a  bin  to  remove  the  liuilsDa  >°ii> 
ijght  ot,  in  Mississippi,  twics  iwl> 
called  np,  without  action  ditnw  - 

Bupplamental  journal  (being  that  of  ik  so" 
proceedtngt)  -        ■       ■      •      '    ' 


Talleyrand,  G.  M.,  lettas  from,  to  Gtwnl^ 

strong ffl' 

TaUmadge,  Mr.,  i«ma^  at  on  ibi  bil  mM -. 
ing  ralea  for  the  Army  '  '    '  ' 

on  the  hill  autboiiiing  a  dstsdin"*  ■  "■  , 


Tennessee,  a  rewdution  to  repeal  so  Ei«i  <^ 
act  as  appropriates  any  pMtMneT  the  si« 
■MUh  of  the  State  of,  to  vtii^  d«in«»  ^ 
rived  from  Georgia 
a  bill  frem  the  Senate  to  aatbcnn  Ik j" 
of;  to  iwiogiants,  Ac,twiDSreiii"»  ^ 


r^orted  with  several  ■ ^   _ 

were  agreed  to,  and  rafafsd  »  C**  __ 
tee  of  the  Wbole 
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Bouie  Proceedmgt  and  Debatet, 


hii 


WT«T*1  uwndmenta  uftde,  wUdi,  witb  the 


9»6 

the  bill  OTdoed  to  ■  third  leadioK 

read  a  third  time,  tai  puud      •        •        -  101 1 

■  bin  Iram  the  Senite  regulating  the  granli 

^  of  land,  dec,  sonth  of  the  St^te  of,  lead, 

end  Mr.  Nelwn'a  matian  to  leject  debated 

which  motion  to  reject  prevailed 

a  bill  preieiited  in  addition  to  the  act  regu- 

lattnggntnti.&c.,  twice  read,  and  referred 

^         reported  nitb  *e*enl  amendmenta,  which 

were  twice  read,  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ai 

amended  ordered  to  a  third  readfag 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaied 

'         returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenti  1079 

'  which  amendroenlB  were  agreed  to      -         -  1084 

the  act,  aa  apprared   -        -        - 

Tenncaiee  river,  reaotntion  to  pravide  for  opening 

the  nBTigatian  of,  refeired       ■        -        . 

Territorial  Cntirta,  a  bill  anndementary  to  the  act 

to  eitend  the  jariadietion  of,  in  certain 

caaea,  read  twice,  and  committed    - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        . 

read  a  third  tine,  and  paoied       ... 

returned  from  the  Benale  with  amendmenta, 

and  agraed  to 1037 

the  act  at  approved 1393 

'  Tbomaa,  Mr.,  reio«r)[i  o!,  on  the  reaolntion  relat. 

ing  to  defeDce  of  porta  and  harbon  379 

I  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation  readlntion  413 
an  the  motion  of  indefinite  poatponement 

of  the  readation  relatiog  to  Yaioo  claima    488 
remarb  of,  on  hii  motion   to  amend  the 

',  mle* 830 

remaiki  at,  intiodnciiig  an  amendment  to 

the  ConathuIioD 894 

remarfca  of,  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Sen- 

ale'aYnoobiU 91G 

remaAa  of,  on  Ml.  Randotph'a  leadntion  t« 
repeal  the  dntj  on  mH   -        -        -        -  1033 
,  Toppan,  Edward,  and  others  hill  ordered  for  re- 
lief of    397 

bill  pnaentad,  read  twice,  and  referred  to 

Committee  of  the  Whole        -        -        -    300 
ordered  to  a  third  reading; ....    313 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased      ...    331 
Touhnin,  Jodge,  iitract  irf  letters  from,  to  the 

Secretary  of  State  .        .        -  1186,1187 

TradiDg-honaea,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act 
eetabtiahing,  with  Indian  tribea,  read  twice 
and  committed       .....     343 
■  )h11  repotted  to  establish,  with  the  Indian 

tribes,  read  tniee  and  committed      -        -    497 
reported    with    amendments,   which    were 
agreod  to,  and  bill  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing          993 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasMtd      -        -        -     B9S 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  ameudoients  1064 

the  act,  ■■  approved 1387 

Treasury,  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  -  3TS 
another  report,  with  certain  eitimMes,  dec.  -  S81 
a  reaolntion  directing  report*  to  be  printed  -  464 
the  Secretary  of  the,  in  reply  to  sundry  reso- 

-lationa Ul 

a  reaolDtion  calling  lor  the  names  of  penMie 
in  wtwae  ftvor  bill*  have  been  drawn  OB 
the,  by  onr  Minister  in  France,  Am.         -    7St 
a  report  in  reply  to  aaid  reatdntiotl      -        -    8S4 
«  enpplainenlary  report  «n  aame  aot^ect      -    937 


Page. 

Treatiea,  a  Message  from  the  President  transmil- 

ting,  with  certain  Indian  tribes  -         -     4SC 

Tripoli,  sundry  documents  (rom  the  President  re- 
lating to  the  ei-Bashaw  of     -        -        -    889 

Tunis,  information  eommunicstBd  in  relation  to 

our  ft&irs  with 1022 

Tnmer,  Captain,  extracts  of  letters  from,  to  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson       ....  1106,  130T 

Tnneau,  General,  letter*  from,  to  die  Secretary  of 

Sute tS17,  131B 


Uljwn,  ship.     (See  Breck,  WHliam.') 
Union,  Mr.  Macon's  sell timenta  on  the  impropri- 
ety of  ever  alluding  to  the  poadbilitj  of  a 
dissolution  of  this   -        .        .        .        .     094 
Onion,  ship.     (See  Husiey,  Trittram.) 
United  States  debta,  bil)  making  provision  for  thtf 

extinguishment  of  the     .        .        .        .    Ms:; 
University,  memorial  in  reUtion  to,  in  Waahing- 


acn 


Valk,  Jacob  R.,  and  another,  a  depoaitjon  ot,  re- 
lating to  Spaniata  invasions  •        .  1 161 
Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.,  opposes  the  Potomac  bridge    417 
Vamum,  Mr.,  remarks  of.  inliodnctory  of  a  reso- 
lution relating  to  Revolutionary  pansiona    307 
remark*  of,  on  die  bill  relating  to  foreign 

coins 3S6 

remark*  of,  on   the  reaolntion  in  honor  of 

General  Eaton        ....     816^819 
remark*  of,  on  the  bill  andiorizing  a  detach- 
ment of  militia      ....     401,408 
remark*  oC  on  Mr.  Randolph's  naolation  re- 
lating 10  plurality  of  office*     ...     939 
remarks  ot^  in  reply  to  -  Mr.  Randoljdi's  at- 
tack apon  him        .....     886 
mnark*  of,  in  rejinnder      ....    987 
speech  of,  on  the  organiiation  of  the  militia  1069 
Vermont,  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly 
of,  proposing  an  ameadment  to  the  Con- 
atitution,  so  a*  to  prevent  the  importation 

of  (lave* 344 

Very,  Jonathan,  an  adverse  reboit  on  the  petition 

of SM 

Tesaela,  a  resolution  relating  to  the  flirther  aafe- 

gnard  of  •  -        -        -    MW 

a  bill  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutitm  twice 

read  and  committed        -        .        -        .    988 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  1010 
read  a  third  time,  and  paiaed      ...  1033 
Vincennes,  ■  petition  of  sundry  inhahitBRtt  of 

the  district  of 616 

Vine,  a  petition  asking  a  grant  or  Bale,  on  cer- 
tain conditions  of  land,  (or  the  cultivation 

of  the 39fi 

W. 
Walpole,  Sir  Robert,  Mr.  Randolph  quote*  a  re- 
mark of         B67 

Warlike  Storea,  a  raaolotion  requesting  the  Prea- 
identto  eans*  tobe  laid  befcre  the  Hooae 
an  account  of,  ftc,  ordered  to  Ue  on  the 

taUa 844 

WMhington,  District  of  Columbia,  a  petitim  of 

Ae  iababituti,  praying  fbr  a  p«blic  road    8S4 
'  '  nataa*  relating  to  the  eateb- 
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WaAingtoa,  Bnriuiod,  uid  I^wrenec  Lcwk,  pe- 
titkn  of, »  iTKcaton  of  Guui  W.i»- 
■■•Toi,  pnjing  B  confinnidoD  of  titk 
to  eerUin  ianda      .....    779 
Wiji  anil  Heuu,membRa  of  ibcCommiUee  oT    SU 
Webb,  J<Muh  H.,  ■  UB  oiderad  far  the  relief  of    Ml 
WeiM,  Hemy,  nrpon  of  the  PtMtiuMer  GenenI 

on  the  pMiltoD  of Ut 

WcMhnry,  Willicm,  aflUaTil  (^  rrietmg  tci  Bpu>- 

i(h  agBTcanoiu       .....  iigg 

Wot  India  I'nde,  a  raeohlion  to  t«galata  the, 

referred  ......    451 

Whcatoo,  Joaeidi,  electioa  of,  ai  8ergeaiil.al. 

Arma S60 

alknranec  made  to.  In  extra  aerricc*  -        .    499 
WitkinaoD,  Genenl  Januia,  aitraeta  of  letters 

from,  to  the  BeatHarj  of  War  1303,  1303. 13M 
WQKama,  Mr.D.  IL,  •rgnmentofiferpoatpMung 
the  resolution  to  lax  the  impoiUlioa  of 

ila»ea 374 

reaurka  of,  oo  Mr.  Barl^'a  reaolatioii  rela- 

tiDg  to  defence  ot  ports,  Ac.  -  .    SM 

OD  the  bill  to  tu  the  importatioii  of  alavea    439 
spaedi  at,  on  Mr.  Grem'i  ooii'iBipoitalirai 
rtaolntiini      ......    54] 

oa  the  molmi  to  reiaettb  Bnate  biU  !•!■■ 

Hag  to  Yanw  landi  .  .016 

Miaarka  on  hi*  motion  to  aMiend  the  Na*7 

•pprapoalMn  bill VM 

•Q  the  bil)  leladng  to  idnrali^  of  nficM     .  1005 
on  lbs  Senate'!  aAannce  to  Aeii  amend- 
Bent  of  the  ealt  bill        .        .        .        .1108 

WilliBMi,  Mr.,  nmaAa  of,  oa  the  mohnkm  fbr 

defenre  of  porta  and  hartion   .        .     879,  387 
■paadi  ot,  en  Mr.  Oregg'a  nan-^mpDrt^ion 
molntion      ......    075 

nore*  a  proriao  to  the  bin  on  ^nralh;  of 

o«e«a 1000 

leBtMki  «E  on  the  molioa  relating  to  Ogdeti 

aad  Smith 1086 

WUliama,  GoTemar  Robert,  letten  from,  to  ttie 

Secretarj  of  State  ...  ]  I87,  1  igg 

to  Chark*  dg  Orani^iTi  1196,  IIH 

to  Lieutenant  Witaon        ....  1196 
to  Captain  Spaifca      .        -        .  1IB7, 1101 

to  Judge  Rodnej        .....  mi 
Olden  gtren  bj,  to  Colonel  EDtl        -        -  1 197 
Wibon,  Willis,  a  rapott  on  the  petitioii  of,  read   ' 

and  referred 483 

WflaoB,  Limtenant  Williun,  a  letter  gom  to 

OoTornor  Williams        -  .        .1196 

UMse,  a  InU  far  the  payment  a(  in  the  caaa 

of  impeaduneDl,  read  twice    ...    440 

abtU  frinn  the  Senate  an  the  sama  tnl^eet, 

nad  twiee  and  oommitted  .    4S4 

...    490 

.    »M 

.    9U 

-  IM7 

i 

■  1008 
(he  Hooae  maist,  but  agiee   to  tba  coafar- 

•nos 1078 

on  the  report  of  the  maaagen  Ike  Houas 

reaede    --.....  1084 
the  act,  aa  approred 1S7S 


the  act,  as  apprmed  - 


T. 

dend  to  lie  o>  the  tal^  -  .  .  .  ■( 
called  np,  and  peetponed  .  .  .  .  j 
■gaiD  called  up,  ai^  debated  ■  ■  ■  ' 
poatpmied  to  llie  seOHid  Umiij  a  Vrt  1 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  on  the  aat  c:t-. 

is  met  bj  a  motion  of  rqeou     ■'  ■  t 

wbidi  motion,  aflcr  dciiale^  penU    ■  i 

Yeaa  and  Nays,  en  the  ^ocaliM  if  HlOh 

Head's  ri|^  to  a  seat 


impottatiati  at  ^va* 
m  oatKnning  with  the  ComnitlH  4ti 
Whole  «■  the  bill  MlaA«ttfaM~ 


Consragalion  of  OeetfMsn 
on  the  biU  tv  the  n&ef  of  Vm> 

Griffith  

OB  die  bai  to  increese  the  ■ttriail 

judges  of  Orleana  T«trit«T  ■      ■ 
on  indefinite  po^ranemoii  etitniini 

to  amend  tbe  Ganatitntian     ■ 


whh  8l  Domingo  -  -  - 
on  the  qasstion  of  patring  tui  toll 
on  indeftnitel J  poatponing  iKi  bill  u  U  ik 

importatioD  of  alams     .       •      -    ' 
on  thf  naolution  to  pnrchiw  six  liiM 

and  thir^  copies  of  OulixmliidC*- 

gnm ■    • 

on  discharging  the  Cammittesiif  Ae  nw' 

froDi  Mr.  Gregg's  resolnlioa  ■ 
on  discharging  the  Commitlec  aS  it  ^'^ 

from  Mr.  Sloan's  resoJnliiiB  «a  ibt"" 

subject-        .        .        .       .      - 
on  the  rata  per  centum  lobsalbwidiil 

Potomac  Brif^     .... 

bill ■ 

on  the  qneetmo  of  pWMf  isid  Ul  - 
on  the  firM  re*       ' 

and  hathoM   ' 
(HI  ths  second    ' 
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Boim  Proceeiingw  and  DehaUs. 


on  the  fint  of  Mr.  Randolph'*  reaolntianB  ra- 
Utmg  to  plnitlity  of  officca     -        •        -    i 

on  the  motioa  to  rejoct  tlw  8«n*te  bill  in  re- 
lation to  ths  YaioD  landi        -        -        -    I 

on   Mr.  Bandotph's  lecood  raotutioii  n- 
latbg  to  pttuihtj  of  office!     -        -        -    ' 

on  the  oueBlion  of  poatponing  indefinilelj 
hia  third  leaolution  on  thatiubject  - 

on  the  question  of  adopting  said  resolntion 

on  agreeing  to  the  BjncDdmenta  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  ReToIutionary  pension  bill 
1  the  amendment  to  the  bill  ioi  psyiUMtt 


of 


n  appeal  tioni  the  Speaker'B  dediion  as 

the  proprie^  of  reading  the  Pnaideut'i 

confidential  Memge  of  tibe  6th  December    968 


on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Randolph'!  motion  in  re- 
lation to  the  leciet  journal      .        -        - 
on  a  new  eection  piopoeed  to  the  bill,  author- 
iiing   the  State  of  TennenMe   to   iuue 
grants,  Ac    -..--' 
on  the  motion  to  itrike  ont  "  contingent  tx- 

pcDcea"  from  the  NaTy  bill    -        -        -  1003 
on  a  proTiao  moved  bj  Mr.  N.  WtUiami  to 

the  bill  relating  to  [duntlit;  of  offices       -  1009 
on  a  motion  to  recamiDit  the  Senate  bill, 
thoriiing  the  State  of  "rennesaee  (o  ii 

grants,  Ac lOIl 

on  the  panage  of  the  bill  relatiiig  to  ph 

rality  ofoBlce* lOIB 

on   the  IhU  relating  to    recofds   of  State 

OoDTtt,<M. 1017 

on  the  bill  far  !})»  Snther  aaJbgnanl  of  mer- 

diant  veauk,  4^.  .        -        .        -        .  lOM 
on  lh«  bill  to  oarrj  iata  ebot  Ae  ChiokMaw 

twa^ IfflW 

OB  the  motion  t*  itrik*  ««t  the  <Ht  leetloB 

oflhe  hiUfertteAiiMof  porta,  dM.  -        -  tOH 
on  the  motion  !•  aMend  dte  aania       -        -  lOGS 
on  indefiaUe^  podj^nwg  Ae  bill  far  re- 
demption of  the  paUie  debt    -        -        ■ 
on  th«  pMaag*  of  Uta  bill  to  r^ed  the  iatj 

on  salt  -       •  ....  loer 

on  anwdment  to  the  biH  fti  pajmentof 

wiUeaMs 1067 

on  amendment  oflered  to  tb«  bill  iriattng  t« 

a  Haoal  Peaca  EitabUahment  10T5, 10T6, 1077 
on  the  paiMge  of  the  said  biO    •        •        •  107B 
on  a  motion  to  la;  on  the  taUe  the  IriU  lo 
can?  into  effect  the  Cberritee  Ueaty       -  1079 


Yeaa  and  Naji — continned.  Page. 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  strike  out  "  nn- 

der  the !  diraction    of   the    Secretarr   of 

State"  from  the  hill  to  settle  the  claims  of 

General  Eaton 1088 

on  the  motion  to  adhere  to  the  amendment 

to  the  bill  for  pairing  mtnesMs        -        -  1084 
on  the  motion  to  recede  therefrom       -         -  108S 
on  Mr.  Barty'i  resolution,  relating  to  ^u  me- 
morial of  Ogden  A.  Smith        109S,  1093,  lOM 
on  agreeing  to  the  Senate's  amendmeat  to 

the  Inll  repealing  the  duty  on  salt    -        -  1096 
on  adhering  to  disagreement  thereon  -        •  1103 
on  the  passage  of  ub  bill  fbr  tenportiy  re- 
lief of  HametOartmalU  -        -        •        -1106 
on  a  resolution  reported  in  secret  aeenon  lo 
■nthoriu  (he  I^ident  to  raiss  troops  for 
defence  of  the  Southern  frontier     -        -  1130 
on  fixing  a  preamble  to  certain  reaolulions     IIM 
OB  amending  the  lesolntion  rdating  to  ei- 
traordbiaij  erpenaes    of  fbreign  inter- 
eoorse  -        -        .        -  1123,  IIU,  IISS 

on  the  pMWge  of  the  amended  Tatolntioo  -  IIM 
on  the  peasega  of  the  reaolDlicni  relating  to 

amogamsnt  of  limits  with  Spain    -        -  1137 
00  a  motion  to  take  off  ths  iqjnnction  of 
seerec;  en  the  bill  praridiag  for  the  pniy 
chase  of  certain  Spwiisb  territoriea  -  1128 

on  Bondry  amendmanta  toaaid  bill  11S9,  1130 
on  the  passage  of  said  bill  ■  ■  ■  .  118S 
on  amending  the  confidential  message  to  the 

Senate,  transmitting  said  bill  •        -  1183 

on  a  motion  to  remote  the  injunction  of 
•eency  from  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  President's  Message  of  the  Sth 

Dseember IIU 

oit'B  siBD9ar  motion  vi\A  regard  to  the  reaa- 
Intioa  enthoridiig  an  exchange  of  teiri- 

■  ~   ■  -  use 

-  1187 

•a  lo  wail  on  the  Praatdentsrilli 
the  raaslnlioB  lelatiug  M  •xchaoga  of  tec 

ritory 1137 

on  pMtpening  the  eoiuideratian  of  a  motion 
to  renwTe  the  injunction  of  secrecy  from 
the  proceedings  of  the  ssHsion  ■        ■        ■  113(1 
on  odier  motions  lo  poa^ne  tiie  same     - 1 140, 
1141,  114S 
on  the  passage  of  the  resolution  to  remove 

the  iiyaoction  of  secrecy        ...  1I4S 
lOi  Ike  Marqnis  de  Ctsa,  letters  from,  to  the 

ryofStale  ....  11X1,1113 
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